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IC0VDA.T,  Febrnary  11, 1829. 

Militia  CmirU  MartiaL 

Thft  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Uilitv;  Af- 

bin,  [^made  U^  daj,]  on  the  mibject  of  the  doon- 

nunts  in  tJiia  c«ae,  beios  nuder  conaiderttion — 

Mr.  Bajco-tos  offand  tbe  IblloiriQg  resolii' 

AnliMl,  Thkt  the  report  of  the  CotoinittM  od 
HiKtuj  Alhin,  iDkd«  to  Hot  Hon*e,  on  cerUin  doe- 
II  eommunicKted  bj  the  DeptirtmeDt  of  Wv, 


, »  between  the  gecreUrj  of  Wm 

•nd  Qoremor  Blonnt,  reelecting  ceiUln  dnAa  of 
the  MJM*  of  the  Stale  of  Tenneaeee,  be  printed 
with  nid  docnmente,  wUcb  hare  been  preilon^; 
gcdncd  to  be  [ointed  by  thii  Hodm. 

Hr.  Draytos  iDored  to  amend  the  reeolaUon, 
Ij  kdding  tfaeae  wordi : 

u  And  that  the  docamenti  heretofore  ordered  to 
be  printed,  dull,  when  printed,  be  appended  to  eald 
nport,  bi  the  order  in  which  thej  bare  been  ai^ 
nagcd  by  tike  conmlttee." 
Mr.  HuauoK  aooepted  the  vneiidnietit. 
Hr.  Bmsis  muA,  that,  bj  way  of  apology  that 
tlw  order  of  the  Houae  bM  not  been  complied 
vUhtithAd  beenaaidthat  it  wasone  ofthe  high 
pnrilegaa  of  *  aommittee  of  OongreBi,  to  say 
irtiea  wd  bow  doonmeDta  are  to  be  printed.  Ee 
daijed  that.  He  denied  that  when  the  House 
bad  iaid  oertain  pqten  are  to  be  printed,  a 
axBimtteev  or  a  member  of  a  OMomitlee,  may 
pBt  them  in  tbrir  pooketa,  and  prerent  them 
mat  bring  printed.  If  mdi  a  doctrine  were 
to  prtTail,  a  oommittee  miofat  pnt  doonmenla  in 
Ibeir  poi^ta  and  keco  tliem  there  until  the 
end  or  the  aeMtni.  The  mode  of  ninting 
beenindiauedby  the  order  of  the  HoQte.  This 
it  not  nurely  a  confllot  between  the  prinlegei 
«f  a  committee  and  of  the  printer,    what  had 


the  printer  to  do  with  tt  beyond  putting  it  into 
type  ?  that  which  was  before  the  House  is  obiro- 
grapby.  Why  then  should  it  be  etated  that 
Uiii  is  a  oonfliot  between  theprivileges  of  a 
committee  and  the  prioter  f  With  all  dne  def- 
erenoe^  the  Honae  had  a  right  to  examine  the 
doonments  at  the  tame  time  as  the  committee. 
He  knew  not  why  the  committee  had  claimed 
the  priTilege  of  giving  their  opinioas,  when 
they  were  not  asked  for.  When  doonments 
were  ordered  to  he  printed,  it  was  not  the  osual 
way  to  retain  them  from  the  clerk,  so  that  he 
oimldhaTe  no  opuortnnity— sboold  not  be  able  to 
■end  them  to  the  printer — bat  they  had  been 
uniformly  sent  to  the  clerk,  and  from  him  to  the 
printer.  It  was  now  perfectly  dear  that  it  was 
the  object  of  the  oommittee  that  the  people 
obonld  not  have  the  docnments  without  a  gloe- 


ea^toaooompanythem.  llie  Secretary  of  War 
had  been  preolnded  fh>m  giving  any  opinion. 
It  was  then  the  wish  ot  the  genuemen  that  the 
fiaots  shonld  go  forth  to  the  people  withoat  any 
commentary.  Now,  the  same  rentlemen  eeem 
to  fear  lest  the  people  ahonld  naTs  the  facta 
witiiont  a  oommentvy.  It  is  intended  to  in- 
slnnate  that  the  people  have  so  little  knowledge 
that  they  would  not  be  able  to  nnderstand  the 
doonmentf  if  they  were  presented  to  them  by 
tliemeelvee.  He  was  aetonished  to  hear  anch  a 
doctrine  asserted.  Ha  did  not  know  with  what 
kind  of  people  the  gentleman  fh)m  Sonth  Oaro- 
lina  was  acquaint^ ;  but  those  of  the  people 
with  whom  he  was  himself  acqnfunted,  he  coold 
assure  the  gentleman,  want  no  glossary  or 
commentary  to  serre  as  a  gnide  to  their  under- 
standings.  This  mode  of  accompanying  tbedocn- 
ments  with  a  glossaiy  might  hare  a  very  different 
effect  from  keeping  the  people  firom  committing 
errors  of  opinion. 

He  asked  what  fHend  there  was  of  General 
Jaokson  who  wonid  oome  fbrward  and  say  that 
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the  naked  trntb  shall  not  go  forth  nntil  his  Mends 
had  prepared  «  oommeotary  to  ■coompany  It  ? 
He  was  astonished  that  an;  gentleman  could  ad- 
vance the  doctrine  here,  that  papers  most,  of  ne- 
oessitf ,  go  to  the  world  with  k  oommentary  and 
argnment  to  eaoh  this  fellow-dtizeiiB  how  to  im- 
dentand  the  record.  He  prayed  that  members  of 
the  Honse,  who  bad  been  nearly  afortnight  wait- 
ing for  them  papers  to  be  pnnted,  might  have 
the  privilege  of  haTias  these  docomenu  before 
them.  He  admitted  taat  the  argoment  of  the 
oominitt«6  was  ingeniooB — 

The  Bpkixbb  reminded  the  gentleman  from 
Bhode  Island,  that  it  was  not  in  order  to  discnss 
the  Dieritfl  of  the  report  on  a  qnertion  to  print. 

Ur.  BoBOBS  i^d  he  was  not  abont  to  go  into 
the  merits.  He  would  say  the  report  had  no 
merits.  He  wished  to  have  the  testimony  with- 
OQt  the  commentar7;  and  heprayed  that  the 
order  already  made  by  the  Honae  sbonld  be 
complied  with. 

The  SpBiKut  stated,  that  when  the  order  of 
the  Honse  was  made  to  refer  the  doonmenie  and 
print  them,  he  had  sabmitted  the  papers  to  the 
chairmaD  of  the  committee,  a  coarse  which  he 
thought  perfectly  proper. 

Mr.  Dbatton  referred  to  the  conree  pnrsoed 
at  the  last  session,  as  to  the  doonments  connect- 
ed with  the  diHpDte  between  the  TJ.  BtatM  and 
the  State  of  Oeor^a.  Amotion  was  then  made, 
by  the  chairman  of  the  committee,  that  all 
the  docaments  sbonld  be  appended  to  the  report 
of  the  committee,  and  they  were  so  appended. 
The  oommittee  kS  which  he  was  a  member, 
had,  in  the  conrse  of  their  iDTeetig9tioD,  fonod 
it  necessary  to  exunioe  a  mass  of  docaments, 
some  of  which  were  only  to  be  obtained  from 
the  Indian  Department,  and  all  these  were  ap- 
pended to  their  report.  There  was  nothing 
novel,  therefore,  in  this  projxMltion. 

Mr.  BuoBANAB  srid :  1  nse  to  express  a  sin- 
cere hope  that  the  Honse  may  promptly  decide 
this  qnestion.  I  fear,  &om  the  oonrse  which 
the  debate  has  taken,  that  we  may  agtun  find 
onrselTos  involved  in  a  political  contest.  I  call 
upon  those  gentlemen  npon  this  floor,  if  there 
be  any  snob,  with  whom  my  opinion  has  any 
inflaence,  to  avoid  nrhing  this  a  part?  ques- 
tion. The  Honse  have  already  wasted  snffi- 
cient  time  npon  qaestions  of  that  character. 
We  have  already  withdrawn  ourselves  long 
enough  from  the  pablio  bnsiiiese  of  the  nation, 
for  the  pnrpose  of  attending  to  the  politics  of 
the  day. 

What  is  the  tme,  l^e  intrinno  nature  of  the 

Saestjon  now  before  the  House  t  It  ia  simply 
lis :  Shall  the  docaments  be  printed  with,  or 
without,  the  report  of  the  committee)  What 
possible  diffioolty  can  arise  in  answering  this 
(inestiont  Ko  gentleman  has  ejected  to  print- 
ing the  report.  Whether  the  documents  sball 
be  attached  to  the  report  or  not,  both  will  be 
read  by  the  people  of  the  United  States.  Then 
why  detach  them  from  each  other  t  Let  them 
go  together.  The  question,  however,  is  one  of 
■o  trjluig  a  character,  that  I  should  vote  in  the 


[Febuubt,  1828. 

igotive,  rather  than  be  instrumental  in  pro- 
ducing another  protracted  party  debate. 

The  Committee  on  Uilitary  Afiku^  have 
been,  in  my  opinion,  unjustly  censured,  becanse 
they  took  possession  of  the  documents  before 
they  were  printed.  Bnt  waa  not  the  order  (^ 
the  House  to  refer,  equally  powerful  with  the 
order  to  print  t  The  committee  bad  at  least  as 
mach  right  to  tJie  possession  of  these  doca- 
ments, as  the  printer.  One  gentiemon  may 
have  wished  that  the  printing  might  he  the 
first  step,  while  another  desired  that  the  refer- 
ence might  have  the  precedence.  How,  then, 
are  the  committee  censniablet  If  the  print- 
ing had  been  delayed  too  long,  the  House  coutd 
and  would  have  esercised  a  control  over  th^ 
committee. 

If  the  Honse  had  wished  the  documents  to 
be  printed,  without  the  commentary  of  the 
committee,  they  onght  to  have  passed  an  order 
for  printinK  simply.  Bat  at  the  same  time  tbat 
we  ordered  the  printing,  we  sent  the  docu- 
ments to  the  committee.  Tor  what  pnrpose  ? 
Certainly  that  we  might  obtun  their  report : 
and  now  the  only  qnestion  is,  whether  the 
docaments,  and  the  report  upon  them,  shall  be 
printed  together,  or  separately !  I  snail  vote 
that  the  oommeotary  shall  accompany  the  teit; 
but  yet  I  think  it  a  matter  of  very  little  im- 
portance. 

The  only  chance  which  the  committee  have 
made  in  the  order  of  the  letters,  is  to  place 
them  in  the  order  of  their  dates,  and  moke  the 
answer  follow  the  letter  to  which  it  is  a  reply. 
No  gentieman  can  wish  to  see  the  anawer 
placed  before  the  letter  whioli  gave  birth  to  it. 
Mr.  B.  again  expressed  a  hope  that  this  might 
not  become  a  party  question,  and  produce  a 
party  debate. 

Ifr.  TiTLOB,  in  reply  to  the  qneation  which 
had  been  asked,  as  to  what  difference  it  made 
how  the  documents  were  printed,  said  that 
there  were  two  distinct  series  of  printing :  one 
of  which  embraces  Executive  documents,  and 
the  other  Beports  of  Oommitteea.  At  a  future 
day,  when  tnis  information  should  he  sought 
for,  the  Executive  docaments  would  natur^y 
be  looked  to.  Should  it  be  transferred  to  Re- 
ports of  Committees,  It  would  not  be  in  its 
nataral  place.  It  does  not  now  come  before  ns 
as  from  the  Executive  Departments  at  all.  The 
House  had  ordered  that  it  should  be  printed  as 
an  Exeontive  document,  and  as  such  it  ought  to 
be  printed.  Precedenta  bad  been  referred  to. 
One  gentieman  had  referred  to  the  case  of  the 
Vice  President.  In  that  case,  the  doauments 
were  matters  collected  as  evidence,  and  formed 
a  part  of  the  report  This  is  a  very  different 
matter.  If  the  Department  hss  presented  theae 
documents  in  a  manner  to  impose  on  the  peo- 
ple, the  committee  might  cast  a  censure  on  the 
Department ;  but  the  House  owes  it  to  the  De- 
partment to  print  the  information  as  it  has 
been  received.  He  thought  it  high  time  that 
we  sbonld  proceed  with  the  puUic  bnranCM. 
He  had  come  to  the  Honse  this  day  in  tliat  «• 
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ptoUtion.  IJnlen  we  Ttelate  all  the  rules  and 
practice  of  the  Hodm,  the  order  would  bo  eze- 
eoted  aa  tt  had  been  previoml?  directed,  with- 
out aii7  diange  in  the  manner  of  doing  it. 

Ur.  WioKUFFB  called  for  the  prevtooa  qn^- 
tion  -.  which  motion  prevuled. 


^nnative— «7ea  105,  noes  75. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  on  the  passage 
of  the  reaolntion,  and  agreed  to — ajes  108, 


TnxsDAT,  Febniaiy  19. 
So*!/  Appropiiatiom  and  EipeTuei. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  UoDirrnB,  the  Hoase 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  8tat« 
of  tbe  Union,  Ur.  Gokdiot  in  the  chair,  and 
took  np  the  bill  maMog  appropriaUona  for  the 
Baval  service  for  the  year  1828.  The  bUl  wa» 
read  tbrongh,  aod  then  taken  ap  hv  aections: 
■nd  the  clause  of  appropriation  for  the  paj  ana 
nbnateDca  being  under  consideration — 

ICr.  Homui,  Ohainnan  of  the  Oommittea 
of  Naval  Affiun,  reqne«ted  Ur.  Uol>onm 
Ohainnan  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means,  who  had  reported  the  bill,  to  state  to 
the  Hooae  what  was  the  increase  in  (he  nnm- 
ber  of  offioera  in  the  estimates  of  the  present 
j«ar,  orer  the  nomber  of  officers  In  the  esti- 
mates of  last  jear. 

Ur.  UoDnrm  replied,  that  he  had  imper- 
tbcAj  understood  the  gentJeman  from  New 
York,  bat  wonld  state,  in  reply  to  what  he  bad 
mkderalood  to  be  bia  qnestion,  that  the  increase 
in  amount  for  this  item  was  about  |90,000: 
which  difference  grew  ont  of  the  increased 
Bomber  of  officers. 


«  of  thia  year  and  the  last,  as  they  ap- 
ifiod  to  each  grade  of  officers.  The  number  of 
baptuns,  in  1837,  was  ST ;  for  this  year,  83. 
ntose  in  commission  in  16S7,  were  B;  those 
tea  this  year,  9.  Captains  w^ting  orders  last 
rear,  were  0 ;  this  year,  IS.  Lieatenants  wut- 
mg  orders  last  year,  were  83 ;  those  waiting 
vnen  this  year  111.  Bnr^ns,  two  mora 
this  year  than  laat — 13  waiting  for  orders. 
flnrgeons'  mat«s  were  increased  from  28  to  83 ; 
wailing  orders  last  year,  none;  this  year,  11. 
rmaeis  increased  from  31  to  23 — 1  waiting 
ard««  last  year;  8  this  year.  Uidshipmen 
waiting  orders  last  year,  30 ;  this  year,  85.  He 
Hmmed  np  the  increase  for  the  present  year  as 
fiflowB :  S  Ci4>tainfi,  1  Commandant,  C6  Lien- 
tMiants,  17  Surgeons,  14  Borgeona'  mates,  6 
Pnnera,  S  Ch^laina,  and  IGfl  Uidshipmen. 
jUter  stating  the  reasons  given  b^  the  Secreta- 
ly  io»  this  increase,  Ur.  H,  insisted,  that,  if 
mj  alterations  were  to  be  introduced  in  the 
management  of  the  Navy,  those  changes  could 
bo  more  easily  effected  if  the  nnmber  of  offl- 
•en  was  few  than  many.  The  only  limit  to 
Qm  immber  of  ^pointments  wai  In  the  re- 


stricting the  appropHations  for  their  pay  and 
snhsistence.  He  expressed  his  wiUingnesa  to 
increase  the  nnmber  of  officers  so  far  as  might 
be  necessary  for  vessels  actually  in  commission, 
bnt  was  opposed  to  increa^ng  tbe  number  of 
those  wtitlng  for  orders.  The.  Nary  now  cost 
aboDt  one-seventh  of  the  whole  expenditure  of 
the  Qovemment.  That  arm  of  the  Govern- 
ment was  at  present  liighly  popular ;  bnt  wonld 
not  oontinue  to  be  so  if  it  were  suffered  to 
grow  too  eipensive.  Ur.  H.  concluded  by 
stating  that  be  was  unable  to  designato  what 
particular  sum  should  be  substituted  for  that 
now  in  the  bill,  bh  he  had  not  received  the  ne- 
cessary data  for  that  porpose  from  the  Navy 
Department. 

Mr.  Taxlob  congratulated  the  House  that 
this  subject  had  received  the  attention  of  tiie 
Naval  Committee.  He  deprecated  the  omis- 
sion, on  the  part  of  Oangresa,  heretofore  to 
fix  the  number  of  navtj  officers,  bb  it  had  done 
that  of  the  officers  of  the  Army.  He  thought 
It  highly  improper  that  th^  number  should  be 
left  discretionary  with  the  Eiooutive  branch  of 
the  Government,  and  pressed  upon  the  Naval 
Committee  the  propriety  of  bringing  in  a  bill 
fixing  the  Navy  Peace  Establishment. 

Ur.  UoDuvFic  sent  to  the  Clerk's  table  a  let- 
ter from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  expluning 
in  detul  the  estimates. from  that  Department 
for  the  present  year, 

Ur.  WiLUAMB  inquired  of  Mr.  Hoftiun, 
whether  he  considered  the  total  number  of 
officers,  proposed  to  he  employed,  as  too  great 
in  proportion  to  the  services  proposed  to  be 
performed,  and  whetiier  the  whole  number  was 
any  greater  than  was  requisite  for  that  service 
whidi  was  authorized  by  law. 

Ur.  HomuK  replied,  that  the  number  wonld 
be  fhr  too  small  if  all  the  vessels  in  the  Navy 
were  aotuaUy  iu  commission,  bul  not  more  than 
half  our  vessels  were  In  actual  service ;  and,  in 
reply  to  the  other  question,  ho  sud,  that  if  the 
estimates  of  last  year  were  to  be  taken  as  a 
standard  of  judgment,  the  number  of  officers 
proposed  for  the  preefflit  year  was  too  great  in 
proportion.  The  estiifaate  contemplated  an  in- 
crease in  the  service,  which  Ur.  E.  did  not 
think  necessary. 

After  some  explanations  from  Ur.  Tatlob, 
Ur.  HoFFUAN  continued  his  speech,  and  op- 
posed (he  expediency  of  fixing  a  Peace  Estab- 
liBhment,  thinking  it  better  that  the  number  of 
officers  riiould  be  regulated,  from  year  to  year, 
according  to  the  oontingenciee  of  the  service. 
He  was  opposed  to  every  thmg  like  a  sioecnre 
office.  He  would  pay  the  officers  hberally 
when  in  actual  service ;  but  not  retain  large 
numbers  of  them,  upon  salary,  w^tin^  orders. 

Ur.  Stobbs  (who  was  laat  year  Chairman  of 
the  Naval  Committee)  went  into  an  explana- 
tion of  the  causes  which  had  led  to  an  increase 
in  the  extent  and  expenses  of  the  Navy.  He 
in^st«d  that  the  expenditure  was  economical, 
having  been  more  than  made  up  by  the  value . 
-  which  it  had  protected.    The 
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increase  of  the  offlc«ra  ought  to  keep  pace  with 
that  of  the  Nav?  itadt  Aa  to  a  temporary 
emploTinent  of  them,  to  cease  as  soon  as  their 
flhips  ceased  to  be  in  commission,  he  denoncced 
it  as  ntterlj  destrnctive  of  onr  naval  interests 
and  character.  He  pronoonced  the  oreeentpaj 
of  the  ofGcers  to  be  inadeqQat«  to  uie  stBtions 
they  reapectivelj-  occnpiea.  He  denied  that 
there  were  anj  sinecnres  in  the  Navy,  and  in- 
sisted that,  if  the  nomber  of  officers  was  at 
any  time  too  great,  the  fanlt  did  not  lie  with 
the  Department,  bnt  with  Congress,  who  had 
freqaently  been  solicited  by  the  Department  to 
fix  the  nnmlier  by  law.  Snoh  an  arrangement 
was  earnestly  wished  for  by  the  Secretary  of 
the  Savj  ;  bat  he  hail  hitherto  asked  it  in 
vain.  The  increase  of  the  expense  of  die 
Navy  was  only  in  proportion  to  the  increased 
eztraision  of  the  commerce  which  it  bad  to 
protect. 

Ur.  DwioBT  replied  at  oonsiderable  length  to 
the  remarks  of  Mr.  HomuN,  the  general  etror 
of  whose  statement  lay  in  this :  that  he  bad 
compared  the  estimates  of  this  year  with  the 
estimates  of  the  last  year ;  whereas,  he  onght 
to  have  compared  the  estimates  of  this  year, 
with  the  expenses  of  the  preceding  year,  on 
which  they  were  founded.  Had  be  done  this, 
he  wonld  have  found,  that,  instead  of  being 
greater,  they  were  abont  160,000  dollars  less 
than  those  of  the  preceding  year.  Ur.  X>.  did 
not  agree  with  Mr.  Tayiob  as  to  the  necessity 
of  restricting  the  Ezeontive  discretion,  in  the 
appointment  of  officers.  He  recapitulated  the 
Increasing  appropriations  which  had  been  made, 
and  the  mnltiplied  items  of  expenditure  which 
had  arisen  from  the  bnilding  of  t«D  sloops  of 
war — the  erection  of  dry  docks  at  New  Yoit 
and  Boston — the  depot  at  Peosacola,  &o.,  and 
insisted  tbst  the  number  of  officers  was  not 
greater  than  these  new  and  varions  branches  of 
the  service  required. 

Ur.  UoDuma  stated  the  &ota,  from  which 
the  increased  estimates  of  tiie  present  year  had 
arisen,  and  among  them,  dwelt  especially  upon 
the  increased  nnmber  of  Lientenanta  and  Jtid- 
sliipmen.  He  gave  no  opinion  as  to  the  neces- 
rity  or  expediency  of  this  increase ;  he  denied 
that  the  nnmber  of  officers  employed  was  to  be 
ngnlated  by  the  nnmber  of  veesels  in  commis- 
rion.  Their  number  was  five  times  as  great  as 
was  needed  for  a  state  of  peace,  if  that  state 
was  always  to  oontinoe.  The  necessity  for 
thdr  employment  arose  from  the  necesmty  of 
bein^  prepued  for  war.  He  wonld  not  say 
tliat  it  was  inexpedient,  in  tliis  point  of  view, 
to  increase  tlie  Dumber  of  officers.  He  was  in- 
oompetent  tojndge  of  that  point,  bnt  shonld  be 
unwilling  to  rel^se,  witbont  Airther  light  the 
u>propriatjon  asked  for.  Viewing  the  Naval 
nMabushment  in  peace,  as  in  fact  a  preparation 
for  war,  he  thought  tbe  number  of  offioers 
ought  to  bear  some  general  relation  to  tbe 
nnmber  of  ships,  and  that,  if  the  Navy  itself 
vu  increased,  some  increase  of  officers  waa 
nuvoidable.    If  the  Chairman  of  the  Naval 


Committee  wonld  sngsest  some  mode  of  re- 
straining the  number  c7  Uentenanta  and  Uld- 
sliipraen,  he  wonld  unite  with  him  in  such  a 


Ur.  Wbiptue  Inristed,  that,  as  tbis  whole 
subject  had  been  placed  within  the  discretion 
of  the  Navy  Department,  that  Department 
shonld  either  be  permitted  to  arrange  the  num- 
ber of  officers  as  it  thought  proper ;  or  be  ao- 
oosed  of  malfeasance  in  office.  He  presumed 
the  head  of  that  Department  had  snfficient 
ability  to  exercise  a  sound  discretion.  Ur.  W. 
insisted  npon  the  better  information  possessed 
by  iha  Department,  ss  to  tlie  necessity  of 
changing  the  arrangement  of  different  detach- 
ments of  the  Navy  than  existed  Blsewhere,  and 
such  changes  are  necessarily  expensi^v.  Let 
the  HoQse  either  tmst  to  the  discretion  of  the 
Department,  or  regulate  the  matter  themselves 
by  law.  He  had  heard  no  good  reason  ad- 
vanced to  show  that  the  discretion  reposed  in 
the  Department  hsd  been  improperly  exercised. 

Ur.  Baknzt,  adverting  to  tiie  situation  of 
Mr.  HoFTMAw,  as  Chwnnan  of  the  Naval  Oom- 
roittee,  reprobated  the  sentiments  expressed 
from  so  influential  a  qnarter,  in  regard  to  pay- 
ing the  officers  only  while  in  actnm  service,  as 
tending  to  degrade  the  standing  of  those  gen- 
tiemeo,  and  drive  them  from  the  public  em- 
ployment, the  effect  of  which  wonla  be  to  ruin 
the  service,  and  leave  the  Navy  of  the  United 
States  bottom  opwards.  Ur.  B.  denied  that 
the  number  of  officers  was  too  great  even  for  a 
permanent  Peace  Establishment,  There  were 
no  sapemnmeraries — no  dnecures.  The  in- 
crease of  Uidshipmen,  Instead  of  being  up- 
wards of  ninety,  as  by  the  estimates  it  would 
appear  to  be,  wsus,  in  tact,  bnt  about  fif^.  He 
concluded  by  insisting  that  the  extent  of  the 
Navy  was  only  in  proportion  to  the  commerce 
of  the  country ;  that  the  Navy  was,  in  effect, 
the  right  arm  erf  the  nation. 

Ur,  6xBOXA.i(T  stated,  as  a  reason  why  the 
number  of  vessels  in  commission  wonld  require 
to  be  increased,  that  information  had  jost  been 
received  frwm  the  southward,  that  groat  danger 
was  apprehended  from  the  rise  of  piracy  in  the 
Gulf  of  Ueiico.  AppUcations  on  that  subject 
had  this  day  been  received  at  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, from  the  Insurance  Companies  of  Pnila- 
delphia  and  New  York,  and  others  wonld  no 
donbt  follow,  from  Boston  and  elsewhere,  nrg- 
ing  the  propriety  of  stationing  an  additional 
force  in  the  Oarribean  sea.  In  consequence  of 
the  proclamation  of  Commodore  Porter,  invit- 
ing privateers  into  the  Ueiican  service.  While 
this  increase  of  onr  naval  force  was  required  in 
that  quarter,  the  service  in  the  Pacific,  on  the 
coast  of  Brazil,  and  above  all,  in  the  Uediter- 
ranean,  wonld  not  allow  of  any  diminution. 
Ur.  S.  inusted,  that  the  power  of  appointing 
officers  waa  properly  vested,  and  that,  as  long 
as  the  House  could  check  it  by  the  amonnt  of 
appropriations,  there  was  no  need  of  regulat- 
ing the  number  of  officers  by  legislative  enact- 
ment   As  to  a  Peace  Establishment,  the  Navy 
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Tto&  Our  oommeroe  had  reqn&ed  inecMsat 
protecAioii,  ftnd  via  likriy  now  to  require  itill 
more  in  the  Gulf  of  Haxioo,  and  in  me  Uedi- 
temiMan.  If  ftpMtoe  EstablisbineDt  vaa  fixed 
•1  an,  it  nniat  be  fixed  at  &  TnaTimnin  of  wh&t 
wu  likelj  to  be  reqnired,  whioh  would  be  a 
■nrj  aztnvsKtuat  MTtngemeat  The  ships  and 
men  of  ft  Na*7  might  be  changed,  but  Us 
(riSoen  grew  np  from  childhood  In  tbe  ■erTio& 
•nd  001^  on^  be  mitored  by  long  practioe  ULd 
•^wrienoe.  It  wee  now  the  tettled  polio^r  of 
thu  DAtion,  that  ita  ^hvj  wtm  to  be  sndoallj 
incresKd ;  sod,  if  so,  the  nnmber  en  ofiBoers 
ought  to  ioerease  with  it,  Oongreaa  had  flied 
the  ntnnber  and  tiie  of  tt»  ships,  and  therein 
had  done  all  that  waa  reqnired  <a  ibtxa,  towards 
fixinc  the  nomber  ot  oBoen.  Bhonld  the  >er- 
viee  be  eat  too  diort  of  officers,  It  might  ohanoe 
to  bH  on  the  ver^  point  moat  e^MMed,  and  a 
loaa  be  thereby  inonrred  Eir  greater  than  all  the 
pet^  SBTing  which  might  be  prodnced  by  cor- 
tiiliiig  the  appropriation, 

Ur.  Honviji  now  spoke  in  replj.  The  Ha- 
ni Be^ster  assigned  «ght  Teasals  to  the  Veat 
India  station.  These  were  more  than  nffldent 
to  goard  againit  an;  dangers  in  that  qnarter. 
He  thooght  the  past  histOTj  ol  our  Nary  was 
snlBdent  to  ahow  that  no  naval  nursing  and 
idiocding  troia  in&ncy,  was  reqnired  to  fonn 
able  and  aooomplbhed  offioers.  xhe  mercliant 
serriee  aiq>plied  such  training ;  and  an  i^oer 
of  a^rit  wonld  rather  retnni  to  that  serrioe, 
whMi  out  of  acttva  employ  in  the  Navj,  than 
leecive  a  aalaiy  which  he  did  not  earn.  He 
Mpcaed  the  nceearitj  of  fixing  a  pennanent 
raKe  EttaUiahment  to  the  extent  siugested. 
S»  Mofened  his  seal  for  maintsii^ng  uis  arm 
ot  Oko  national  defonoe,  on  which  he  bestowed 
Terr  libmal  oommmdationB,  bnt  opposed  ^ 
poaitian  that  the  nnmbw  of  offloera  was  to  go 
OB  OMitioQallr  Inereadne.  Peace  might  last  a 
qnarter  of  a  oentnry,  and  yet,  at  this  rate,  the 
opense  of  the  Nanr  will  be  ao  enoimonalj  in- 
criaatd,  that  it  mi^t  at  length  conatitate  one- 
half  of  the  expense  of  the  OovemraeoL 

Mr.  ^M0Eun  aaid,  in  explanation ;  It  was 
trae,  that  the  Naral  Begister  gave  eight  vessels 
to  the  West  India  staooo,  bnt  of  these,  only 
three  were  in  that  aerrioe  at  this  dme,  the  Erie, 
Ibe  Qrampna,  and  the  Natohes ;  the  othen  be- 
ing ia  pwt  nndewring  repdra. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Litili,  the  e(Hnmittee 
roM^  T^orted,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit  ag^n. 


r,  Febrnaiy  IS. 

Jia^if  JfptvprtatiMt. 

Itr.  BawwMAX  moved  the  following : 

**  Asd  be  it  fkrtlier  enacted,  That  tbara  be,  and 

berebj  Is,  miopriated,  for  (lie  porchue  of  mch 

laate  aa  ibe  PMndent  of  the  United  States  may 

thiak  aeeeaaaiT  ud  proper,  to  provide  live  ode,  and 

ether  tabor,  for  the  nse  of  the  Nair  of  the  United 


to  be  pdd  Mit  of  the  moneyB  approi^tad  for  the 
nadnal  inereaM  of  the  Navy  of  the  United  Btate^ 
by  the  flnt  aeeUon  of  the  aet,  entMed  'An  act  for 
the  gradnal  improvement  of  the  Naryof  the  United 
Sum*,'  approved  Sd  March,  IBST." 

iii.  HorncAir  stated,  In  explanation,  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  endeavoring  to  fblfil  a 
law  paaaed  at  the  last  session,  for  reserving  cer- 
tain portjons  of  the  pnbllo  land  on  which  tdm- 
ber  fit  for  ahipbnilding  waa  fonnd,  had  experi- 
enced considerable  diffioulty  from  the  Intervea- 
tion  of  private  dainis,  wbicti,  tiiongh  amall  in 
amonnt,  most  l>e  satisfied  before  the  law  oonld 
be  carried  into  effect,  Tbia  was  espeoiatty  the 
case  in  Florida.  It  was  with  a  view  to  the  ex- 
tdnotton  of  the  private  titles  that  he  had  moved 


The  question  being  pnt,  it  was  adopted  with- 
out opporition, 

Hr.  HomtAX  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  aection-which  provides  for  the  pay  and  sab- 
aistenee  of  oaoers,  wltb  11,100,081  7^  instead 
c^  t1,176,8I^  which  had  been  pn^raaed  by  the 
Oommittee  of  Waya  and  Mean^  in  confonni^ 
with  the  estimates  from  the  Navy  I)q)artment. 

Hr,  H<»v]ujr  did  not  wish  to  interfere  with 
the  officers  attached  to  vessels  in  aotnal  service, 
nor  with  those  that  would  be  reqnired  tor  tiie 
increase  of  the  ftorrfoe,  which  had  been  pro- 
posed by  the  Secrets^  of  the  Kavy.  Ho 
wiahed  only  to  prevent  the  increase  of  the 
number  of  officers  waiting  orders.  The  in- 
oreaae  of  these  persons  proposed  by  tlie  De- 
partmoit  inclndwl  4  Capt^ns,  7  Hasten  Oom- 
mandant,  88  Lieutenants,  13  Surgeons,  11  Sur- 
geons' mates,  4  Pnnera,  and  OB  Uidshipmen ; 
the  amonnt  of  whose  united  pay  and  anbrist- 
ence  wonld  be  fTO.aso  Sfi.  This  snm  he 
wished  out  off  from  toe  appropriation. 

The  question  being  pnt  first  upon  the  laif^er 
anm  moved  by  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and 
Ifeana,  it  was  carried  in  the  afSrmative — ayea 
104,  noes  OS. 

The  oommittee  then  rose  and  reported  the 


Pbidat,  February  IB, 
CadeU  at  Wat  Point. 

The  House  prooeeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  following  resolution,  offered  by  Mr.  Waaua, 
on  the  19th  instanL 

"  AmAmI,  Thftt  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  ftacaiih  this  Honoe  with  a  list  of  the  Cadets  now  tt 
West  Point;  tlieirninet;  the  States,  and  congrea- 
donal  districts,  from  whence  ttwy  were  sent ;  and 
the  dates  when  they  were  received.  Also,  a  atate- 
ment  allowing  tlie  present  •litting  rule  of  the  De- 
partment >a  practised  relative  to  the  manner  of 
nlllng  up  vacMiclea,"  Ac. 

Mr.  Whtpplx  had  no  other  objection  to  the 
resolution,  except  that  it  waa  needless,  inas- 
modh  as  the  information  was  already  before 
the  House.  The  mice  of  the  institution  had 
been  published,  and  the  law  referred  to  mi^t 
be  fonnd  In  the  dooumenU. 
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Hr.  Ei.THXB  Bud  he  was  not  iu  the  hsbit  of 
Interfering  with  oalla  from  the  Departments, 
bnt  he  had  himself  corresponded  wiui  the  See- 
retaiy  of  War  on  this  sn^ect,  and  all  the  in- 
fonnatitoi  that  was  aonght  bj  tiie  reaolntion, 
ooold  eatdly  be  obtained  b^  a  personal  applica- 
tion to  that  officer. 

Ifr.  WiKHe  said,  that  he  had  made  such  tp- 
plicatioD,  bat  without  roccess.  In  the  mean- 
while an  impression  had  gone  abroad  that  Ei- 
eontiTe  patronage  grew  out  of  the  manage- 
ment of  that  institntion.  This  was  denied  t>j 
some  gentlemeii,  who  asserted  that  each  Oon- 
gressionat  Bistrict  was  entitled  to  have  one  ca- 
det in  that  school,  and  that  Qiis  cadet  might  be 
nominated  b;'  the  Repreeentative  from  that 
Distriot  He  wanted  that  the  people  should 
Inuiw  how  this  matter  stood,  as  weU  as  erery 
tiling  else  abont  the  Academy — ita  advantages 
and  its  disadvBntsi;es. 

Mr.  Miuju  said,  that  the  otdy  objection  he 
had  heard  to  the  call,  was,  that  all  the  informa- 
tion it  requested,  was  osoally  given  by  the 
Secretary  of  War,  when  publishing  the  names 
of  those  who  were  admitted.  Gentlemen  who 
annpoeed  this,  were  in  error.  That  statement 
dla  not  desigDate  the  Congressional  Districts 
from  whioh  Bie  cadets  came.  This  was  very 
desirable  to  be  obtwned. 

Hr.  Vauob  s^d,  that  it  was  imposdble  Qiat 
the  Secretary  shoiild  ^ve  this  information,  as 
no  register  was  kept  in  the  Department  of  the 
partionlar  Districte  from  which  the  cadets 
came.  The  register  designated  merely  the 
States,  The  nsnal  oonrse,  however,  was  to 
appoint  one  cadet  from  each  District.  Bnt  it 
was  a  role  nniTerBally  observed,  that,  when  one 
of  the  candidates  was  the  son  of  a  revolntion- 
ary  officer  in  low  circnmstanoee,  he  was  pre- 
ferred. In  ninety-nine  oases  ont  of  a  bmidred, 
the  choice  was  left  to  the  Representative  from 
the  District,  nnlees  his  8tato  has  already  re- 
ceived more  thsa  its  proportion.  Hr.  V.  sud 
that  he  possessed  a  register  of  the  cadets,  which 
gave  their  rank  and  standing  in  the  iostitntion, 
Uie  State  from  which  they  came,  and  all  other 
facts  respecting  them  that  needed  to  be  in- 
qnired  into.  Tats  book  might  be  consulted  by 
any  gentleman  who  wished  to  see  it.  He  had, 
however,  do  Direction  to  the  call. 

ICr.  UoCoT  thought  the  gentleman  from 
Ohio  was  in  error  in  sapposing  that  there  were 
no  data  in  the  office  stating  the  Distriot  from 
which  the  cadet  was  received.  The  m^n  ob- 
ject to  him  was  to  know  how  the  Secretary 
filled  up  the  vacancies  which  every  year  oo- 
onrred  in  the  institution ;  for  it  was  well 
known  that  a  connderable  proportion  of  the 
students  admitted,  either  trom  want  of  capaci- 
ty or  inclination  to  continne  their  conrse,  left 
Uie  institation. 

Mr.  Ruis^T  add,  that  some  gentlemen  ap- 
pearad  to  be  in  possession  of  information  which 
ne  was  not  bo  fortonata  as  to  possess,  and  whioh 
his  ooDstitnents,  as  well  as  hmiael^  were  deair- 
oos  to  obtain.    If  the  gentleman  from  OMo  had 


a  book  containing  all  the  partionlars  he  had 
stated,  Mr.  R,'b  constitaents  had  not 

Here  the  honr  allotted  to  reeolntions  expired ; 
and  the  debate  was  arreeted. 


Mr.  GiucES  moved  to  strike  ont  the  item 
"for  erecting  new  hoUdings"  at  West  Point. 
He  thought  the  number  of  cadets  ought  to  he 
diminished  rather  tlum  inoressed,  and,  holding 
that  opinion,  was  opposed  to  extending  the  es- 
tablishment by  the  erection  of  any  new  build* 


tived,  only  thirty-rix  members  rising  in  t 
affirmative. 

Mr.  MctDuvFiE  moved  to  insert  a  separate 
item  of  $1,600,  to  defray  the  eipensea  of  the 
Board  of  Visitors  annoally  attending  at  the 
Academy. 

Mr.  KaxmR  thonght  the  Board  of  Tisitors 
entirely  nseless.  Most  of  them  were  men  des- 
titute of  all  military  talent,  and  when  they  got 
thera  a  report  was  prepared  for  them,  ai^  all 
they  had  to  do  was  to  sign  it.  The  Govern- 
ment might  as  well  send  so  many  wooden 

Mr.  MoDona  stated  the  practice  of  the  "War 
Deroutment  on  this  subject.  The  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means  had  inserted  but  half  the 
snm  oonti^ed  in  the  estimates  from  the  De- 
partment. Many  members  of  Congress  visited 
the  imtitntion  without  compensation,  bnt  there 
were  many  scientific  men  who  were  very  fit  for 
this  dnty,  whose  (drcDmstanoea  vonld  not  ad- 
mit  of  tills. 

Mr.  RuiBAT  asked  whether  the  bevelling 
expenses  of  the  Visitors  were  paid. 

Mr.  MoDuFTiB  replied,  that  there  was  no 
fixed  role.  Where  the  Visitors  could  not  aSbrd 
to  pay  their  own  expenses,  they  were  defrayed 
out  at  this  appropnatlou,  but  in  many  oases 
they  were  not  paid  for, 

Mr.  Baknit  stated  the  fhcts  as  they  occurred 
when  he  visited  the  institution.  The  Visitors 
were  allowed  the  actual  expenses  of  their  jour- 
ney. Buch  of  them  as  were  members  of  Con- 
grns  were  not  allowed  their  rates  of  mileage 
as  members.  To  refuse  to  pay  the  actual  trav- 
ellinK  expenses  of  such  Visitors  as  were  in 
slender  circumstances,  would  exclnde  a  very 
valuable  class  of  citizeus,  particularly  the  pro- 
fessors in  most  of  our  colleges,  who  could  not 
afford  to  come  from  a  great  distance  at  their 


Mr.  WioKLorFK  remarked  that  it  was  possible 
the  mKDber  fivm  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ksbmxb,) 
(and  not  Mr.  BArnnr,  from  Maryland,  as  re- 
ported,) was  mistaken  in  the  opinion  he  had 
expressed,  that  this  Board  of  Visitors  was  to- 
tally useless.  Without  intending  to  express 
any  opinion  himself  upon  the  valuable  results 
of  the  Boards,  which  have  heretofore  inspected 
and  reported  upon  the  nature  and  character  of 
tiia  oonrse  of  insbnotioa  which  was  pursued  in 
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[a.»E, 


ttM  Mllituy  Academj,  be  would  ountent  bim- 
iclf  b;  ft  nxkgle  refercDoe  to  tbe  report  of  the 
lite  Board,  I«Id  opon  our  tables  at  the  preaeot 
fMsioii.  If  it  be  not  important  id  reference  to 
tbe  coone  of  military  itutraction  of  oor  offlcen, 
]la  importaoce  ia  teaching  tbem  tbe  use  of  our 
language  iu  a  rhetorical  flomiab,  may  not  be 


"  Aipneering,  in  its  two  departmenta,  puticnlarij 
in  Ita  d*a  features,  U  of  ImporUnce  to  CTerj  oonn- 
tij,  and  to  none  more  than  to  our  own.  The  ini- 
purtanoe  of  tcieatific  eduMtion  Co  the  engineer  is 
erident :  for,  to  maceiul  mbiUneea,  hla  uou^^hti 
ud  medicationa  mnat  be  directed.  Heece,  it  ii  of 
iaiportance  to  become  Guniliar  with  tbe  lawa  pre- 
Miibed  by  natnn  ftn  their  action.  He  moat  grapple 
with  iua  agenta,  and  foreiea  ttieir  effecta,  calcuUte 
A«ir  enerpei,  and  become,  a*  tt  were,  the  dictator 
of  their  aetiona.  Nature  mn«t  be  forced  into  a 
bond  of  alliance  with  bis  riewa.  He  must  inter- 
rogata  her  on  her  modes  of  action,  stadj  the  laws 
bj  which  she  goTems,  enter  iato  the  recesses  of  her 
hidden  processea,  arreBt  ber  in  the  act  of  operation, 
aad  enter  oQ  his  own  IsbotB  with  possessioa  of  ber 
•Bcreta."] 

Sir,  who  win  aay  this  sentMiee  alone  is  not 
worth  the  som  proposed,  with  which  to  fill  the 
Uankt 

Mr.  KaiOK  decUred  that  hla  Tiewa  were  in 
ao  way  altered.  He  believed  that  the  reports 
were  prepared  for  the  YiaitOTB  beforehand,  and 
all  they  bad  to  do  was  to  rign ;  and  appealed 
to  ersry  Viutor  to  say  if  snoh  was  not  the 

ICr.  Turn  repelled  the  Inrinnatioti  with 
much  fatdignation.  It  was  false  in  point  of 
&Gt.  Tbe  Board  was  uinally  conatitnteil  partly 
(rf  scieatifio  and  partly  of  practical  men.  -  That 
portion  of  them  who  were  possessed  of  scien- 
tifie  and  literary  attunments,  were,  of  conrse, 
ideel«d  to  draw  ap  the  report  Ur.  T.  said  he 
•  had  beoi  prepared  to  expect  that  the  report  of 
the  last  year  would  receive  tlie  saroasni  and 
tbe  tMUta  of  certain  men  on  this  floor.  Though 
be  had  been  appointed  to  preside  on  tbat  oooa- 
ricn,  he  believed  he  might  say,  and  tbe  House 
wonld  bear  him  ont  in  the  assertion,  that  he 
was  as  nnpretending  as  any  member  of  the 
Hooaa.  Q«ntlemen  knew  how  he  bad  attdned 
what  edocation  he  did  possess,  and  he  was  as 
■mable  as  they  could  be,  that  it  would  have 
been  a  borlesqae  for  him  to  pretend  to  draw  np 
tt«t  r^MTt.  Bat  it  was  a  foul  calnmny,  to  say 
that  Um  report  was  prepared  and  drawn  up  for 
Um  GMnmiltee. 

J  Mr.  Kbxmzb  espMned  by  Baying,  that  he 
y  meant  that  the  report  was  not  drawn  op 
1^  the  ehainnan.] 

Ur.  YajioK  resumed.  As  it  had  been  cus- 
tomaLTT  always  to  put  upon  that  Board  one  of 
llw  IClitaiy  Ooinmitt«e  of  this  House,  he  hod 
iMt  year  been  appointed  to  that  duty,  and  this 
liad  drawn  oat  the  taunts  of  a  certain  set  of 
OMt  in  this  House.    Bat  when  an  individual, 


who  was  now  Governor  of  Tennessee,  and 
whose  literary  and  soientiflo  attaioments  did 
not  greatly  exceed  his  own,  had  presided  in 
that  Board  and  signed  ita  report,  all  was  anf- 
fered  to  pass  very  quietly.  The  gentleman  now 
at  the  bead  of  the  MUitary  Committee  (Ifr. 
HuciLTon)  bad  likewise  once  preaided,  bat 
even  he  hod  not  drawn  up  the  report  which  he 
signed.  But  no  sooner  did  he  Qtr.  V.)  flU  that 
place,  than  he  was  sneeringly  reflected  upon,  as 
if  be  bad  wished  to  palm  himself  upon  the 
public  ss  the  author  of  that  report.  He  was 
above  any  snob  meanness. 

Mr.  JxHNnros  said  he^was  fiir  from  wishing 
to  derosate  (Wim  tbe  merits  of  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Mr,  Vahob.)  He  viewed  him  a« 
belonging  to  that  class  of  practical  men,  among 
whom  be  had  aaderstood  him  as  placing  him- 
self. Snob  men,  in  company  with  others  of  a 
literary  and  scientiflc  character,  ought  to  be 
appoinl*d.  But  this  had  not  always  been  the 
case.  He  believed  some  bad  been  appointed  to 
this  doty,  who  never  onnld  demonstrate  a  prop- 
oeition  in  Euclid.  He  abould  vote  for  such  an 
appropriation  with  much  reluctance.  But  be 
would  not  withbold  the  publio  money  from 
such  uses  as  would  really  gire  tbe  publio  an 
interest  in  tbe  cbaraoter  of  this  institation. 

Ur.  BuoK  went  into  a  history  of  the  Weet 
Point  Academy,  from  its  earliest  origin,  when 
tbe  corps  of  Artillerists  and  Engineers  were 
first  separated.  Tbe  ofBoers  of  the  latl«r  corps 
then  constituted  the  Academy,  and  there  were 
no  cadets,  and  no  salaried  professors.  Ha  then 
traced  tbe  gradnal  introduction  of  cadets,  first 
two  in  a  company,  doing  duty  in  the  ranks,  in- 
creasing from  60,  tiD,  in  180B,  they  amounted 
to  80 ;  and,  at  the  dose  of  the  late  war,  th«r 
nnmber  was  augmented  to  SCO.  The  institu- 
tion had  then  been  entirely  reorganized.  The 
course  of  instruction  altered  and  enlarged,  and, 
since  that  time,  a  Board  of  Visitors  appointed. 
He  admitted  tbe  high  character  of  the  persons 
usually  selected  to  compose  this  Board,  but 
oould  see  no  nsefnl  result  from  their  appoint- 
ment. It  entailed  an  unnecessary  expense  upon 
tbe  nation,  and  be  therefore  remsted  tbe  pres- 
ent appropriation. 

Mr.  1CAL1.1BT  took  the  opposite  side,  indst- 
ing  upon  tbe  advantages  ta  this  viaitatioa,  as- 
tending  to  preserve  the  school  IVom  those 
abnses  to  which  everr  human  institntion  wa» 
more  or  less  liable.  It  gnarded  tbe  rights  of' 
poor  and  friendless  students,  and  preserved 
them  from  oppreBsion.  It  greatly  Emulated 
the  ambition  of  the  young  men  to  exo«d  in 
their  studies.  It  spread  a  knowledge  of  their 
reapectiTe  standiuf;  thronghout  the  Union,  and 
gave  tbe  public  mmd  a  stronger  interest  in  the 
welfare  of  this  valuable  institntdon.  Those 
who  now  conducted  the  school  were  the  very 
last  whom  he  wonld  suspect  of  any  thing  like 
injustice  or  msl-praotice.  But,  it  .was  wrong, 
in  itself  to  leave  any  great  public  seminary 
without  supervision  and  coiitroL  Bendee  tbe 
moral  effect  of  auch  a  visitation,  the  Board  ex- 
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eroified  an  iiumeotion  over  the  peoniiury  ex- 
penditures of  the  institutioii,  as  wdl  w  over  its 
Soenl  police  aod  the  oomfbrts  and  aooommO' 
tioQs  of  the  HtadeatB. 

]fr.  FxAsoB  expressed  his  regret  at  tbe  cotine 
fit  the  debate,  and  eq>edal  nuprise  at  the 
Miirce  from  which  some  of  the  objeotjons  had 
proceeded.  The  gentleman  vho  oljjeoted  to 
the  course  of  TintatioD,  (Kr.  Bdoe,)  had,  if  he 
mistook  Dot,  been  once  himself  an  almnnns  of 
that  inatitntion,  but  had  not  gradnated  there. 
Hr.  P.  traced  the  institotJon  of  the  military 
school  from  its  conception  by  Mr.  Jefferson, 
through  the  sncoeedii^  Administrations,  nnlil 
it  received  the  asndtioas  and  fostering- care  of 
the  gentleman  who  is  now  Vice  President  of 
tlie  United  States,  on  whom  he  paased  aome 
Tory  handsome  compliments  for  his  zeal  in  it« 
belial£  He  dwelt  on  the  neoeasity  and  advan- 
tage of  a  system  of  visitation,  and  taking  it  fbr 
granted  that  a  Board  ought  to  be  wpointed 
annnally  for  that  pnrpoae,  he  insisted  on  the 
impropriety  of  taking  them  fi-om  a  single  por- 
tion of  the  Cnitod  States,  in  the  fnunemate 
neighborhood  of  the  school,  but  nidged  the  pro- 
priety of  collecting  them  from  every  port  of 
the  United  States.  If  this  principle  was  adopt- 
ed, he  thought  that  the  smn  of  $8,000,  as  re- 
ported from  the  estjmatea  In  the  War  Depart- 
ment^ would  be  barely  snScient  to  pay  their 
travedling  expenses.  He  contradicted  the  state- 
ment of  Mr.  KKBmm,  that  a  report  was  pre- 
pared for  the  Board  to  sign.  The  Yidtors 
were  divided  into  classes.    A  port  of  the  re- 

Sort  assigned  to  each  class ;  their  several  pro- 
notions  afterwards  brought  together,  an^  by 
aorae  leading  member  of  the  Bowd,  seleoted  for 
the  purpose,  reduced  into  a  general  report 
Bnch  had  been  the  process  when  he  attended. 
The  report  was  drafted  by  the  I^vfeiaor  of 
Ifodem  Langaages  in  Oambridge  University. 
Mr.  P.  oonoladed  by  moving  to  fill  the  blaiik 
with  8,000  doUars. 

Ur.  DwioHT  rose  to  oorrect  the  mistaken 
views  of  his  friend  from  Vermont,  (Hr.  Book.) 
He  denied  ttiat  the  Seminary  bad  grown  np  by 
mere  military  legielation,  and  referred  to  the 
•everal  acts  of  Congress  by  which  it  had  been 
finmded,  and  from  UOM  to  time  enlarged.  The 
present  expenditure  for  the  travelling  expenses 
of  the  Board  of  Viutora  was  a  mere  regulation 
of  the  Department,  and  did  not  rest  on  any 
law ;  and,  as  the  ^ipointment  to  a  seat  in  the 
Board  of  Visitors  was  an  honorary  appoint- 
ment, and,  as  snch,  highly  valned,  he  thoDght 
it  wonld  be  sofiioiBnt  if  a  snm  was  provided  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  gentlemen  while  in 
ootnal  attendanoe  at  the  inatitntion. 

In  r^y  to  some  remarlcs  of  Kt,  Wnxs,  Hr. 
Book  repeated,  and  explained  some  of  his  for- 
mer statements.  In  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  PcABoa,  who,  he  said,  seemed  to  have  re- 
onrred  with  some  interest  to  a  portion  of  his 
bi<wraphy,  he  stated,  that,  after  he  bod  left 
ocdlege,  he  had  resided  fbr  16  months  at  West 
Point,  during  which  times  ^^  1>^  fq)|^ed  the 


knowledge  he  had  acquired  in  his  oollegiate 
oonrse  to  the  military  studies  at  that  sohooL 
It  was  true,  he  did  not  graduate  there,  because 
he  had  received  a  coDunission  in  the  infantry, 
in  which  oorps  he  had  served  to  the  dose  of 
the  late  war,  when  he  retired  to  private  life. 

Hr.  Wkxhb  pnrfiMsed  himaeif  satisfied  with 
tills  ez^anadon,  and  wished  he  could  say  the 
same  in  relation  to  the  speech  of  Mr.  W^tj-apt, 
who  seemed  to  think  that  the  benefits  of  the 
Military  School  were  bestowed  chiefly  upon 
indigent  young  men  of  genius.  If  he  Uionght 
that,  he  would  willingly  vole  three  times  as 
much  as  was  now  asked. 

Mr.  Hailx  said,  as  it  seemed  to  be  the  under- 
standing of  the , gentleman,  that  every  one  cat 
the  floor  was  to  oooupy  his  share  of  the  time 
of  the  House,  he  should  avail  himself  of  the 
same  privilege.  He  objected  to  the  Board  of 
Visitors,  on  oooonnt  of  the  pride,  pomp,  and 
droumstance,  which  attended  their  visitations. 
He  was  opposed  to  the  school  as  extending  the 
Executive  patronage — edncating  the  children  of 
gentlemen  m  both  branches  of  Congrees — send- 
ing into  the  States  the  mere  creatures  of  the 
General  Government,  who  could  not  sympa- 
thize with  State  rights,  nor  follow  leaders  ap- 
pointed  by  State  authority — leaving  too  much 
to  Executive  discretion — excluding  poor  and 
meritorious  students — giving  a  preference  to 
the  arietooraoy  of  the  country — usurping  to 
itself  the  patrona^  of  the  Government,  in 
preferenoe  to  institutions  not  of  a  military 
character ;  and  finally,  as  endangering  the  lib- 
erty of  the  country,  by  aiding  the  cause  of  oon- 
BolidatioD. 

Hr.  HoDdtfik,  declaring  it  to  be  his  omnion 
that  nine-tenths  of  the  m^nbers  of  this  House 
were  in  favor  of  the  Academy,  conjured  ita 
friends  not  to  prc^ong  the  debate  by  entering 
into  its  defence. 

Hr.  BimaxB  made  a  ehodi  speech,  going  prin- 
cip^^  to  repel  the  cha^e  tliat  iwor  stooents 
were  excluded.  He  stated  severs!  instances  to  ■ 
the  cmtrary,  and  argued  to  show  that,  unless 
the  children  of  the  rich  were  psid  the  same  as 
others,  a  degrading  line  of  distinction  would  be 
introduced  in  the  school,  more  Imurions  to  the 
poor  students  than  any  other  feature  in  ita 
management.  He  thought  the  travelling  ex- 
penses of  the  Visitors  ought  to  be  paid — other- 
wise, the  inhabltAnts  of  distant  States  would 
not  be  put  on  the  same  footing  with  those  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  institntion — gentiemen  could 
go  with  perfect  ease  and  comfort  from  Rhode 
Island  to  West  Point,  for  $5.  But  what  wonld 
be  the  expense  of  gentiemen  attending  from 
New  Orieans  t  If  the  visitation  shoold  be 
abolished,  the  finest  stimolns  would  be  abol- 
ished tliat  ever  was  applied  to  youthful  am- 
bition. 

The  cry  for  the  question  was  now  loud  from 
eveiy  part  of  the  House. 

The  question  was  token  on  fllting  the  blank 
with  |8,000,  as  proposed  by  Hr.  Pkashk,  and 
decided  in  the  negative— eyes  46,  noes  lOT. 
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Tbe  qnostion  me  taken  on  BSiag  the  blank 
with  (1,S00,  as  moved  by  Mr.  UcDdftix,  and 
dedded  in  the  affimuUiTe,  ay ea  97. 

Mr.  IseHAM  mored  an  amendment,  going  to 
eoofiiw  the  expradiCnre  of  thia  ram  to  the  ex- 
pense* of  the  VUtora  while  in  actnal  attend- 
asee  at  Vert  Point ;  but  I>efi)re  any  question 
wsB  taken  on  tfaia  amendment,  on  motion  of 
Mr.  RuisiT,  the  committee  rose. 

MoHDAT,  Febnuu7  18. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  UoBcms,  the  Honae 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
ot  the  Union,  Mr.  T*.tiiOB,  of  New  Tork,  in 
Am  duur. 

The  ootuidnation  of  the  bill  making  ^)pro- 
priations  for  the  milita^  Mrrioe  waa  resumed ; 
uid  the  <nieBtioa  being  on  the  amendment 
nored  bj  Mr.  Ihoham,  which  went  to  the  ap- 
■n^riadon  of  (1,600  for  the  eipenseH  of  the 
Botfd  of  Visitors  of  the  MiUtar^  Academr  at 
Uttt  Point,  and  ta  their  aabsistenoe  while  in 
actual  attendance; 

Mr.  IssHAH  briefly  explained  the  amend- 
ment. There  were  bnt  two  parte  of  tbe  ei- 
penies  of  these  Visitors^  Tia ;  their  trsTelling 
cKpenaea  while  ooming  and  rettiming  to  and 
from  the  Academy,  and  the  en>en»e  of  tbeir 
rabastence  while  there.  It  hao  been  settled, 
aa  he  understood,  that  this  money  was  not  to 
be  applied  to  their  travelliiig  eipenaee.  Of 
eonne,  it  ronst  be  for  tlieir  rabsistcnoe  while 
in  Rtt«aidance  at  the  achooL 

Mr.  Stboxs  opposed  the. amendment,  as  he 
bdiered  ihat  their  travelling  expenses  ought  to 
be  paid  as  well  aa  thsir  expenses  while  at  the 
■ehooL 


d  by  the  Department,  aa  soffioient 
to  eover  the  whole  eipense  of  traveUing  and 
•abnstence.  This  had  been  done  on  tbe 
groond,  aa  he  nnderstood  it  that  the  travelling 
a»«naea  were  not  to  be  paid.  If  $1,S00  were 
■nffieient  to  pay  Uie  whole,  the  Department 
■mat  have  made  a  great  miatake  in  estimating 
them  at  fS.OOO. 

Mr.  EvKaKiT  was  opposed  to  the  amend- 
ment. He  oonld  see  no  reason  why  the  travel- 
ling expenses  of  these  Visitors  ought  not  to  be 
d^vyed.  He  had  himself  once  had  tbe  honor 
of  aerving  on  that  Board,  and  had  never  been 
engaged  in  a  more  ardnons  service.  The  Vis- 
itoc«  were  bard  at  work  from  morning  till 
i,  and  that  at  a  season  when  severe  ap- 
«st  nnweloome.  The  dnty 
mrolved  a  mat  aacrifioe  of  time  as  well  as  of 
labor,  and  he  Mold  not  oonceive  why  the  Oov- 
erament  sbonld  ask  of  a  citizen  to  spend  three 
v«eks  of  bis  time  at  Weat  Point,  for  no  pnbUo 


a  while  tlras  going  on  a  pnblio  errand. 


e  the  Bom  great  or  small,  which  Is  reqniaite 


nable  institntion,  there  was  none  of  greater 
importance  to  it«  success,  than  this  attendanoe 
of  the  Board  of  Visitors.  They  did  not,  per- 
haps, impart  any  great  light  to  the  members  of 
tbe  institution;  but  thu  sort  of  supervision 
waa  all-important  to  Ite  welfare,  tad  consti' 
tnted,  indeed,  one  great  advantage  which  dis- 
tinguiahed  that  school  from  others.  The  want 
of  SQch  a  Board  of  Visitors  constituted  the 
great  deflcienOT  in  most  of  onr  institntions  for 
education,  lliere  waa  little  temptation  for 
gentiemen  to  go  there.  The  semoe  waa  at- 
tended  with  much  fatigue,  and  no  very  great 
honor  or  distinction ;  and  why  private  individ- 
nals  shoold  be  asked  by  tbe  Govermnent,  or 
even  by  the  people,  to  do  their  bosiness  for 
nothing,  he  did  not  perceive.  He  put  it  to  the 
candor  of  gentlemen  to  say,  whether  snoh  a  re* 
qnirement  was  reasonable. 

Mr.  White  said,  some  remarks  bad  been 
made  on  Friday,  in  the  debate  on  the  appro- 
priation for  a  fioard  of  Visitors  to  attend  the 
examination  at  the  Military  Academy,  which 
reqnired  some  notice  from  him,  as  he  had  once 
had  the  honor  to  be  there  in  that  capaci^.  It 
had  been  broadly  asserted  that  this  Board  of 
Visitors  was  created  by  the  Beoretary  of  War, 
very  lately,  without  authority  of  law,  or  pre- 
cedent. Snch  was  not  the  fact.  The  Rules 
and  Articles  of  War,  enacted  by  Oongress,  for 
the  government  of  tbe  Army  and  Military  es- 
tablishment of  the  country,  in  all  its  branches, 
conferred  on  the  Secretary  of  War  the  power 
to  make  regulations  for  the  government  of  the 
Military  Academy  at  West  Point,  and  tbe 
Secretary  under  the  lost  Administration  made 
ajudicions  system  of  roles  for  that  object,  and, 
among  others,  tbe  one  that  he  wonld  read. 
[Here  Ur.  W.  read  an  article  of  the  regulations 
for  tbe  government  of  the  Military  Academy, 
making  it  the  duty  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War  to 
appoint  Visitors,  aonoally,  to  attend  the  exami- 
nation, and  prescribing  Uieir  dntiee,  Ac.]  It 
followed,  necessarity,  that  this  was  a  regulation 
made  in  pnrsnauoe  of  an  authority  given  by 
law,  and  m  pursuance  of  its  provisioos,  which 
regnlation  had  been  printed,  laid  before  Con- 
gress, and  eanctioned  from  year  to  year  until 
this  time ;  and  it  was  due  to  the  present  Secre- 
tary to  say,  be  was  only  acting  upon  a  system 
proposed  by  his  predecessor,  Or.  Calhoun,  and, 
BO  far,  sanctioned  by  Congress.  There  jraa, 
therefore,  no  ground  for  the  assertions,  incon- 
raderately  made,  that  this  was  an  illegal  exer- 
cise of  power.  Mr.  W.  sdd  he  would  make 
one  other  remark.  At  the  time  be  was  a  mem- 
ber of  that  Board,  its  business  was  divided 
among  its  members.-  in  committees,  who  ex- 
amine the  varions  departments,  without  being 
at  all  inflnenced  by  the  Academic  Staff;  ana, 
after  a  thorongb  examination,  each  committee 
reported,  wbicn  report  was  incorporated  in  a 
generat  one,  and  the  spedal  report  was  also,  in 
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eoine  instanoea,  sent.  On  the  oocarion  in  whicb 
he  was  Obainnan  of  Uie  Cominittee  on  Oivil 
£oonom7,  that  report,  made  hj  tdmael^  was 
sent ;  and  if  an  j  one  etid,  or  inBiniwted,  that 
the  special  or  general  report  on  that  occasion 
was  written  h;,  or  in  oonsnltation  vith,  the 
Academic  braocb.  it  waa  entirely  without 
foundation.  Mr.  W.  s^d  he  did  not  like  to  en- 
gage in  en;  debate  not  immediatelj  connected 
with  the  interests  of  Florida,  bnt  this  mnch  he 
considered  dne  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  to 
himself. 

Ur.  HuoLTOiT  Btii,  that  he  rose,  more  for 
the  pnrpose  of  expresung  tbe  reason  why  he 
ahoQld  vote  for  the  smaller  sam  reported  bj 
the  oommittec^  which  he  believed  was  (1,S00, 
in  preference  to  t^e  larger  sum,  whidi  had 
been  asked  by  the  Department.  He  would 
take  oocanon  to  saj,  mat  he  was  altogether 
opposed  to  the  amendment  immediately  nnder 
contdderaUon,  which  restricted  the  expenditure 
of  the  appropriatJoD  eiclnsivelf  to  the  snbaiBt^ 
enoe  of  the  Board  of  Visitors  at  West  Point, 
without  making  any  allowance  for  their  travel- 
ling  expenses.  He  Ailly  aouciirred  with  bis 
honorable  friend  irom  Hsssachnsetts,  (Ur.  Et- 
KB^TT,)  with  whom  he  bad  the  gratincation  of 
■erring  on  the  Board  of  ViMtora,  three  years 
ago,  that  those  who  attended  at  West  Point,  in 
this  capacity,  were  folly  entitled  to  their  trav- 
elling  expenses,  and  he  believed  that  not  one 
oeot  more  was  ever  received.  He  admitted 
titat  $1,GOO  wonld  not  paj  the  travelling  ex- 
penses and  the  snbsistence,  while  at  the  Point, 
of  so  large  a  Board  as  had  been  osoally  con- 
vened. It  wonld  pay  all  the  e]i^)en8es  of  a 
Board,  consistinK  of  from  six  to  mne  persons, 
which  he  (Ur.  H.)  thought  sufficiently  large ; 
Indeed  he  had  intended  moving  a  resolntioo, 
fbr  the  Committee  on  Military  Affwra  to  report 
a  definite  plan  for  the  organization  of  this 
Board,  with  some  specification  of  their  dnties, 
and  an  ennmeration  of  snch  expenses  as  should 
be  allowed  for  travelling  and  subsistence,  as 
well  as  a  proviso  limiting  their  number.  The 
Board  itself^  be  considered  of  indispensable 
▼aloe ;  visitorial  bodies,  of  an  aoalogona  char- 
acter, were  considered  eesentially  necessary  in 
all  learned  institations,  and  he  believed,  in  tbe 
very  foundation  of  many  on  the  other  side  of 
the  water,  provision  was  made  for  them,  and 
that  tbey  practically  existed  in  almost  all  the 
eeniinaries  in  oar  own  conntry.  There  coald 
not  be  conceived  an  institntion,  where  an  ex- 
amiijation,  at  stated  periods,  of  its  actaal  con- 
dition, and  its  means  of  reqniting  the  pnblio 
bonnty,  by  meeting  the  pnblic  expectations  in 
Ita  resnlts,  than  tliat  of  West  Point.    The 


fessional,  to  dischvge,  bnt  they  have  confided 
to  their  care  the  moral  cnltnre  and  tbe  forma- 
tion of  the  character,  of  an  intereating  portion 
of  the  youth  of  onr  conntry.  It  is  surely  of 
vast  importance,  that  the  manner  in  which 
these  offices  are    disohafged  to  the  country 


should  be  vonched  throngh  respectable  and  re- 
^nsible  organs ;  and  he  thought  that  tbe  tes- 
hmony  thns  procured,  not  only  in  its  influence 
on  the  institntion,  bnt  as  a  satisfaction  to  the 
countnr,  was  certainly  worth  securing,  if  it 
conld  De  accomplished  at  so  tri&ing  a  cost  aa 
tl,SOO.  He  regretted  tbe  course  tiie  debate 
had  taken.  When  the  House  was  in  Com- 
mittee of  tbe  Whole  on  Friday  last,  and  had 
this  item  under  consideration,  it  was  certainly 
a  matter  of  small  criticism,  indeed,  for  them  to 
be  diaoossing,  who  did  and  who  did  not  write 
tbe  reports;  whether  the  gentleman  from  Ohio 
(Ur.  VaNoa)  wrote  the  report  prefixed  to  hia 
name,  waa  very  nnimportant,  as  he  (Ur.  H.) 
was  certain  of  the  factj  that  this  gentleman  had 
discharged  hia  duties  in  an  honorable,  futhftiL 
and  intelligent  manner,  of  which  he  reqnired 
no  other  assurance,  than  what  he  knew  of  that 
gentleman  as  his  oolleagne,  on  the  committee 
to  which  they  both  belonged.  It  was  not  ne- 
cessary that  every  member  of  this  Board  should 
possess  high  scientific  acquirements-  it  was 
snffioient  tiiat  some  of  them  abould  pcasess 
these  qoaliflcations,  and  that  others,  to  soond 
practical  sense,  ehonld  add  an  acquaintance 
with  military  details  and  the  business  of  life : 
and  that  all  shoold  ftimiah,  in  the  integrity  of 
their  own  characters,  a  guarantee  for  the  fidel- 
ity of  their  report.  The  gentleman  from 
Bbode  Island  (Mr.  Piabob)  has  made  it  a  mat- 
ter of  grave  criticism,  whether  he  (Mr.  H.) 
actually  wrote  a  report,  as  President  of  the 
Board  of  Tisitors,  to  which  his  (Ur.  H.'s) 
name  is  appended ;  and  all  the  credit  of  this 
docnment,  if  an;  belongs  to  it,  he  has  imputed 
to  the  gentieman  from  Massachusetts,  (Ur. 
EVEBXTT,)  whose  services  on  the  Board  were 
undoubtedly  of  the  most  interesting  and  valu- 
able character.  This  conjecture  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Rhode  Island  he  did  not  impute  to  a 
notion,  that,  he  believed,  nevertheless,  waa 
common  in  uie  part  of  the  country  from  which 
he  came,  that  nobody  could  write,  ont  of  New 
England ;  but,  since  it  was  made  a  matter  of 
senoua  inquisition,  he  wonld  telL  to  the  best  of 
his  knowledge  and  l>elief,  the  history  of  the 
pn^eas  and  ultimate  formation  of  this  report. 
After  the  Board  had  completed  ita  examina- 
tion, it  appointed  Bub-committees,  for  the  pur- 
Cof  reporting  upon  its  specific  heads;  that 
honorable  friend  from  HasBachusetts,  (Ur. 
EvBKBTT,)  and  Mr.  Bancroft,  a  genUeman 
scarcely  less  distinguished  in  the  literature  of 
his  own  State,  were  appointed  to  report  on  the 
course  of  instraciion  in  the  languages  and 
mathematics,  to  which  they  both  contributed 
an  interesting  memoir  on  the  method  of  in- 
struction. He  believed,  in  the  mathematical 
branch  of  their  sub-report,  they  were  assisted 
by  a  summary  of  the  mathematical  problems 
which  had  been  solved  by  the  cadets,  from  the 
memoranda  of  Professor  Dewey,  a  distin- 
guished mathematician,  who  resided  in  the  dis- 
trict of  the  gentleman  from  Uassachusetta  on 
his  left,  (Ur.  Dwight.)    To  Ur.  Bkinner,  the 
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■Me  editor  of  the  Ameriom  Farmer,  and  aome 
other  memben  of  tb«  Board,  was  ooofided  the 
da^  of  reportiiig  on  what  might  be  termed  the 
utQ  eocHHimT  and  avU  polioe  of  the  InMdtatioii. 
To  Oolonel  Eoatia,  Oolraiel  Valbaob,  and  him- 
wAS,  (Ur.  H.,)  was  aaaigned  the  office  of  report- 
lug  upon  the  method  of  butractioa  in  militorj 
tactica  proper,  with  the  dntiee  of  troope  in 
oamp  and  on  m&roheo,  and  oa  cwtnunetatioa 
and  ttTfttogj,  and  in  referanoe  to  the  military 
discipline  of  the  inadtntJos  geoeraUy.  With 
lb«  able  aHostanoe  of  these  two  geatlemen,  he 
(Mr.  H.)  had  prepared  that  part  of  the  report 
^qxartdning  to  these  snbjeota.  These  separate 
r^orts  of  the  mib.oomniittees,  with  scarcelj 
aaj,  even  verbal  alterations,  were  incorporated 
into  ti)%general  report,  bj  the  ^tleman  from 
Uasaachnsetta,  (Mr.  Etebxtt.)  Mr.  E.  Bud  he 
bad  made  this  ri«t«raeatwith  the  less  relac- 
tanoe,  aa  it  enabled  him  to  rebut  an  insinua- 
tion, whieh  was  nnkindly  made  the  other  day, 
diat  the  Facility  at  Weet  Point  prepared  thew 
rqMrta  for  the  Board  of  Viaitora — a  dedara* 
lim  altogether  erroneous  and  m^jastu  aa  the  re- 
port to  which  h«  referred  was  made  withont 
tha  aUghtaat  oommnnication  with  the  Snperin- 
lendeot  w  Frofesaora.  He  would  now  say  a 
■ngle  word,  before  he  condnded,  in  reference 
to  the  «ompenaatic«  which  the  members  of  the 
Board  reoeiyed  for  their  attendance  at  West 
F<^t,  and  he  oonld  not  do  tEiis  more  effectnal- 
ly,  than  by  stating  what  he  had  received  him- 
M,  and  the  labor*  he  underwent,  he  could  not 
mj  performed.  He  received  an  invitation, 
wMtet  in  Charleston,  from  the  Secretary  of 
Var,  to  attend  the  ezaminaldon  on  the  1st  of 
June.  For  his  passage  from  Ofaarleston  to 
New  To^  by  water,  and  his  expenses  thence 
to  Vest  Point,  he  recdved  thirty-five  dollar^ 
«Dd  the  qoartcamaster  pud  him  a  irirtilM'  sum 
fyr  his  ezpensea  on  his  retnm  home. 

In  MM&eting  this  enormous  amount,  he  oon- 
bMad  be  had  no  very  alarming  twinges  of  con- 
Bocnoe.  The  Board  met  at  D  o'clock,  A,  K, 
and  nt  nntil  8 ;  thco'  met  again  at  9,  and  sat 
until  S  P.  M. — convened  at  B  and  adjonmed  at 
T.  After  this  laborions  confinement,  be  oon- 
fiaaed  that  the  ^ipetite  with  which  he  ate  his 
■eals,  was  not  aSected  by  the  refieotion  that  it 
«M  the  public  food — as  he  believed  he  bad 
honestly  earned  it,  as  he  did  his  presenffcom- 
poMation.  He  ooold  not  say  that  he  nn- 
osrdood  every  thing  that  he  saw  and  heard ; 
fbr  be  did  not  pro(^  to  be  a  master  of  the 
complex  and  abstract  relations  of  the  higher 
matbematies,  bnt  he  trusted  that,  within  the 
Boope  of  ft  very  plain  nnderstanding,  he  had  ob- 
KrVad  enoQgh  c»  the  proqwrity  and  admirable 
iiiiigiw  of  this  noble  institntion,  to  authorize 
lii  potting  his  hand  to  the  report,  whifti  he  had 
done.  He  never  had  been  engaged  in  an  avo- 
ealian  more  laborious,  or  in  a  ant;  more  satis- 
hetarj ;  and  if  he  left  the  institution  with  any 
bqireaaion  stronger  than  the  absolute  coDTio- 
titai  of  its  inestimable  nsefnlness  to  the  coim- 
tij,  it  waa  thl« ;  that  Its  fpnniti  examlnatim. 


by  intelligent  and  respectable  men,  was  an  es- 
sential auxiliary  to  its  ftitore  sncoeas  and  pros- 

The  question  was  pat  on  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Inoham,  and  negatived  without  a  division. 

Mr.  Babsbtt  then  moved  to  strike  out  the 
whole  item.  He  had  no  qnestion  as  to  the  im- 
portance and  valne  of  the  Board  of  VisiWirs- 
His  objaotions  to  this  appropriation  arose  from 
an  entirely  difibrent  principle.  He  had  been 
greatly  Bamrised  by  the  course  of  argoment 
whoa  this  sobjeot  was  last  ap.  It  had  been 
bnt.  a  few  days  mnce,  the  Honse  almost  onani- 
moualy  passed  a  resolntion  declaring  that  it 
waa  necessary  to  examine  into  the  pnblSo 
abases.  Bat,  when  he  compared  the  argn- 
ments  on  that  occasion,  with  those  employed 
on  this  appropriation,  he  felt  ^eatly  aston- 
ished, and  conld  hardly  believe  that  he  was  in 
the  same  region.  'Talk  of  abases  t  and  as  soon 
as  yon  are  presented  with  a  bare&ced  abuse, 
to  turn  round  and  jastiiy  it  1  Am  I  not  justi- 
fied, Bud  Mr.  B.,  in  calling  this  an  abuse  f  that 
the  duties  perfbrmed  may  be  very  valaable,  I 
do  not  dispute ;  bat  will  you  sanction,  in  the 
Eieontive  branch  of  this  Oovemment  the 
power  to  appoint  persons — prescribe  their  du- 
ties, and  pay  fbr  their  performance,  withont 
the  sanction  of  legislative  enactment  t  Is  not 
the  constitution  plainly  against  it,  as  well  as 
all  the  argnments  ased  by  gentiemen  on  the 
other  side  1  Here  is  an  appointing  power  with- 
ont limit,  as  to  the  extent  of  time  or  the  num- 
ber of  persons,  and  the  whole  Treasury  is 
thrown  open  for  their  payment  Gentlemen 
t«ll  us,  indeed,  that  the  Executive  discretion 
will  limit  all  tlus-  I  ask,  does  the  constitution 
admit  it  I  or  can  language  more  pluoly  forbid 
it  than  does  that  ins^nment }  The  gentleman 
&om  Florida,  indeed,  read,  with  some  exulta- 
tion, what  he  considered  as  definitive  author- 
ity on  this  subject;  and  what  was  his  author- 
ity t  The  anny  regolations;  and  by  whom 
were  these  enacted  f  By  Oongress  ?  No :  by 
the  War  Department.  I  admit  the  arrange- 
ment to  be  an  excellent  one ;  but,  be  it  ever  so 
good,  it  is  one  which  devolves  on  as ;  the  duty 
IS  ours ;  and  it  is  our  shame  uid  reproach  th»t 
we  have  not  done  it  before.  But  let  us  now  do 
our  duty,  though  it  be  at  a  late  hour.  Let  ns 
not  nse  the  abuses  of  the  past,  as  n  manUe  to 
cover  abuses  for  the  future.  Let  us  have  a 
Board  of  Visitors ;  but  let  that  Board  exist  by 
law,  and  let  the  law  fix  and  authorize  their 
compensation.  The  danger  of  the  prindple  on 
which  the  matter  now  stood,  was  plainly  illus- 
trated by  the  remarks  of  tiie  gentleman  from 
Vermont,  (Mr.  Mau^bt,)  who  said  that  it  waa 
imoortant  that  a  knowMge  of  this  institution, 
ana  of  .the  progress  and  relative  standing  of 
the  cadets,  shonld  be  disseminated  through  the 
nation.  On  this  principle,  I  suppose  we  shall 
hear  that  one  meml>er  of  the  Viriting  Board 
must  be  taken  from  every  Btat«  in  the  Union ; 
and  as  the  Eieontive  may  go  to  the  ultimate  ot 
its  disoretion,  very  posnbly  they  m^  reqiure 
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two  memben  from  the  Ureer  States :  see,  then, 
to  what  a  body  this  Board  may  stow.  A  gen- 
tleman  from  Uassachnaetta,  wit£  more  of  lib- 
erelltj  than  bad  been  exhibited  bj  some  others, 
had  admitted  that  there  ehoold  be  a  limit  fixed, 
and  oontended  that  this  Undt  ia  eetabUahed  by 
the  appropriation.  But  I  confess  that  I  see  do 
limit  at  au.  We  have  given  the  Department 
(1,600,  while,  before,  they  had  nothing;  and 
tiie^  still  have  the  same  contingent  fund  within 
their  grasp  as  tliey  had  before.  The  same  gen- 
tieman  has  said,  that  we  ought  to  paj  the  ex- 
pense of  the  Visitors  only  while  tLey  are  in 
actoal  attendance  at  West  Point,  Bat,  take  the 
doctrine  of  the  gentleman  who  is  at  the  head 
of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Ueans,  for  oor 
principle,  and  where  ia  oor  limit  then  I  That 
gentleman  tells  jon  that,  if  the  ExeontiTe  has 
made  a  oontraot,  and  a  work  has  been  per- 
formed nnder  it,  the  Honse  ia  bonnd  to  make 
the  appropriation.  If  so,  it  is  nonsense  to  talk 
abont  limitdng  the  Eiecntive.  He  has  no  Umit 
whatever  as  to  the  States  whence  the  Viutors 
are  to  be  taken,  the  length  of  time  they  are  to 
serve,  the  nomber  of  the  Board,  or  the  com- 
pensation they  are  to  rooeive.  AH  this  may  he 
embraced  in  a  law.  If  the  Executive  wished 
for  snoh  power,  he  might  have  recommended 
the  subject  to  the  Legislatnre^  and  obtained  it 
in  a  r^nlar  manner.  The  regulation  read  hj 
the  gentleman  from  Florida,  aaid,  that  the 
Board  was  to  consist  of  not  lees  than  five  mem- 
bers. Bat  the  nnmber  has  already  grown  to 
11,  IS,  and  sometimes  to  14  members.  I  hope 
the  HoQBO  will  either  agree  to  reject  the  doc- 
trine of  limiting  tJie  Eiecntive,  or  reject  this 
item  of  the  bill,  and  that  we  shall  not  take  up 
a  doctrine  one  da;,  and  lay  it  down  the  next, 
jnst  as  may  soit  gentlemen's  temporary  con- 
venience. We  have  been  told  that  it  belongs 
to  an  appropriation  bill  merely  to  provide  the 
means  oi  carrying  into  effect  pre-eiistiDs  laws. 
But  here,  no  law  is  so  mnoh  as  pretended.  Bat 
we  are  called  npon  to  sanction,  oy  a  side-wind, 
a  lawless  assnmption  of  power  by  the  Execn- 
tive.  One  word  more,  and  I  have  done.  We 
are  all  sensible  of  the  extent  of  the  Executive 
patronago,  and  it  seems  generally  agreed  that 
that  patTCOiage  oo^ht  not  to  be  extended  with- 
ont  nrgent  neoessity.  Now,  there  ia  no  form 
in  which  it  exista,  which  strikes  me  so  unlavor- 
ably  as  this.  All  have  declared  that  no  man, 
while  a  member  of  this  Honse,  con  receive  and 
hold  any  Executive  appointment;  bnt  here  ia  a 
ease  in  the  very  teeth  of  that  declaration ;  he 
reodves  an  qtpointment  which,  if  not  of  honor 
and  profit,  is  at  least  complimentary  in  its  char- 
acter, while  he  retains  a  seat  here :  and  thongh 
we  now  propose  to  allow  only  his  eipensea,  yet 
there  is  no  limit  nor  safegoard.  The  same 
principle  would  anthoriie  the  enlaivement  of 
the  emolaments  to  any  extent.  To  Bach 
principle  I  can  never  lend  my  sanction. 
The.motion  of  Mr.  Basutc  was  r^ected. 


IndianAppropriatlotu — &itiffratwn  qfZnditmt. 

llr.  UcBcFTix  moved  the  consideration  at 
the  bill  making  appropriationa  for  the  Indian 
Department,  for  1838.  That  bill  having  been 
taken  np, 

]fr.  HoDurm  moved  to  insert,  after  the 
above  amendment,  tlie  following : 

"  For  aiding  the  emigration  of  the  Cnek  lofians, 
laovlding  far  thtw  for  the  period  «f  twelve  uoDtha, 
after  their  emigration,  and  for  nndering  them  eueh 
udatance  u  the  Preudent  of  the  Doited  States  may 
think  proper,  in  their  ■gricaltnral  operations,  $00,- 
000. 

"  For  enabling  the  Premdent  of  the  Doited  States 
to  extinguish  the  title  of  the  Cherokea  Indluu  to 
•ny  lan£  in  the  State  of  Georgia,  where  it  can  be 
dOD^  upon  'peaceable  and  reasonable  tAiiis,'ud 
for  dding  the  said  Cherokees,  and  aoch  other  In- 
^Mos,  OS  may  be  so  ^poied,  to  emigrate  to  pUces 
west  of  the  UJMvippJ,  160,000." 

Mr,  McD,  s^d,  that  the  War  Department 
bad  asked  a  large  snm  for  this  object ;  that  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Meana,  not  feeliiig 
competent  to  decide,  had  moved  to  be  dis- 
chained  from  the  consideration  of  this  part  of 
the  subject,  and,  at  their  request,  it  had  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs ; 


their  recommendation,  it  had  been  iaserted. 
He  believed  the  appropriaUon  to  be  a  perfectly 
proper  one,  and  hoped  it  wonld  prevul. 

Mr.  Haile  inquired  if  Uie  Ghiokaaaws  were 
incladed  in  the  amendment? 

The  Chair  replied  that  they  were  virtual^ 
Included  in  the  words  "  all  such  other  Indians," 
which  immediately  followed 

iii.  HoiLK  then  moved  to  insert  the  word 
"Chiokasawa"  immediately  after  the  wwd 
Cherokees. 

Mr.  McLaut  (Ohtunnan  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affaim)  siud  he  oonld  see  no  need  of  in- 
sertmg  this  word — a  bill  had  been  prepared 
and  reported  by  the  Indian  Committee  to  pro- 
vide Old  for  the  removal  of  the  Chiokasawa, 
and  would  soon  come  np  in  order. 

Mr.  H&[u(  replied,  that  his  State  was  vitally 
interested  in  this  matter.  He  thonsht  that  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Afiiurs  had  done  htx 
greaAiyastice  in  eidoding  her  frfon  the  appro- 
priation bill.  That  was  a  bill  that  always 
passed.  The  private  bill  to  which  the  gentle- 
man had  alluded  might  not,  and  probably 
woold  not,  be  reached  during  the  sesMon ;  and 
he  should  like  to  know  why  a  distinction  waa 
to  be  made  in  ieyor  of  the  Creeks  and  Chero- 
kees, when  no  agent  had  been  sent  among 
them;  while  the  Chickaaaws,  to  whom  tea 
agent  hJQ  been  sent,  and  who  had  expressed 
their  willingnras  to  remove,  were  exdaded 
from  the  bill.  Other  States  and  Territories 
oonld  be  uded,  and  the  Treasory  eshansted  to 
relieve  them  from  the  burden  of  their  Indian 
population ;  hut  his  State,  in  which  an  Indian 
oonntry,  of  160  nilea  in  extent,  separated  aa 
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ealira  txnmtj,  wttli  tU  its  iuhsbitanU,  from  the 
rendoe  of  the  white  population,  yri/i  to  be 
ne^eeted,  althongh  her  Beprosentatife  had 
been  the  retj  first  to  more  a  considerstion  of 
this  nilyeot.  This  he  oonodered  u  great  in- 
Jnitaee. 

Mr.  LcMPKDT  obserred,  in  replj,  tbftt  this 
lolyeot  had  earl^  been  brought  before  the  Oom- 
nnttee  oa  Indian  Affain.  The?  had  giTen  a 
pnxDptand  ■eiions  attention  to  it,  and  there 
DOW  hea  on  the  table  of  the  Hodm  a  bill  pre- 
ptred  and  reported  b^  them  for  the  ver?  object 
the  sentiemaD  from  Ifignsaippi  had  in  view. 
Bat, In  thia  eaaa,  he  saw  verified  that  andent 
deciteratioii,  that  the  last  shall  be  first,  and  the 
fiirt  shall  be  last.  The  appnniriation  blU  pro- 
Ti£i]g  for  the  remoral  of  the  Greeks  and  Gher- 
(fteea  had  bronght  that  Bnt|]eot  first  in  order. 
Bttt  he  trostad  that,  If  the  gentlanan  would 
oerdM  a  little  patience,  the  sot^ect  he  had  so 
mach  at  heart  would  come  up  in  its  tnra,  when 
be  prtMniaed  that  gentleman  ne  should  find  Mm 
(Mr.  L.)  disposed  to  act  with  the  utmost  litier- 
■litr,  and  to  promote  his  Tiewa,  aa'fivr  as  it  was 
b  bis  power.  Bat,  to  log  Id  tbat  subject  at 
{oesent,  coold  only  defeat  other  objeota,  and 
tike  (15,000  or  $30,000  from  an  ^ipropnatdOD 
already,  if  any  thinK  too  smalL 

Mr.  Hulk  replied,  and  remonstrated.  He 
had  mored  a  resolution  rupectiiig  the  removal 
of  the  GbkkasawB.  The  gentleman  fivm  Geor- 
pa  had  introdaoed  the  Greeks  into  his  resoln- 
two,  and  then  the  Oherokeea,  and  the  gentle- 
man frran  Florida  bronght  in  the  Benunolea. 
Be  had  entreated  the  gauleman  not  to  embar- 
laiB  )us  motion  in  this  manner.  Bnt,  embar- 
ra«ed  as  it  waa,  it  went  to  the  Indian  Gommit- 
tee.  That  oommittee  had  taken  np  the  Greeks 
aod  CbertAees,  and  sent  tbem  to  be  provided 
for  bj  the  Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means,- 
leaving  the  Chickasaws,  who  were  the  firsts 
named  in  the  resolution,  to  the  prooarions  hope 
of  eoming  in  aflenrarda,  by  a  separate  bill  In 
this  he  thoc^t  they  had  done  nim  very  great 
injoatiee.  That  committee  had  no  right  thus 
''i  the  tribee.     If  any  went  into  an 


le  litUe  liber- 
aGly  from  the  genO^en  from  Georgia,  bnt 
thaf  had  crowded  down  his  reaolation,  uid 
then  left  him  odL  He  peroeived  that  a  man 
eoold  expect  little  from  his  fKenda  in  this 
Kmaa.  He  waa  resolved,  for  the  fiitm'e,  to  rety 
upon  the  Hberalily  of  no  man.  He  demanded 
nothing  bnt  jnetic^  and  that  Honse  ahoold  ring 
viib  bis  voice  till  he  obtained  it. 

Mr.  Haisis  said^  that  this  difficnlty  could 
ttmij  be  reconciled.  Let  the  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  be  adopted,  and  the  amn  mi- 
prapnated  be  proportionably  increased.  He 
Ttwaght  there  waa  a  propriety  in  indnding  all 
the  aoathem  Indians^  as  the  same  policy  ap- 
pOad  to  them  all. 

Mr.  Bomux  had  no  denre  to  interfere  in  a 
matter  of  this  kind,  bot  he  was  one  of  thoee 
vho  bdieved  that  the  United  States  Govern- 


ment is  bound  to  take  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  extioguiahing  the  Indian  title  to  lands  in 
Georgia ;  and  he  desired  the  Ohairman  of  the 
Oommittee  on  Indian  AfiUrs  to  state  whether 
that  waa  not  the  o^eot  intended  to  be  provided 
for  in  this  appropriation. 

Mr.  MoLeui  replied  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  Homus  replied,  if  that  was  the  ease, 
he  thought  there  was  good  reason  why  llie 
amendment  should  not  bo  adopted.  Every  re- 
flecting man  most  be  anxionB  to  see  the  com- 
pact of  1802  ftilfiUed  in  good  faith,  lint  the 
Ohiokasaws  were  not  involved  in  its  providona, 
and  stood  upon  an  entirely  different  footing. 

Mr.  Woone,  of  Ohio,  wished  to  know  wheth- 
er the  providon  for  the  Oherokeea  waa  Intro- 
dooed  in  fUfilment  of  any  treaty  with  that 
tribe. 

Mr.  MoLuK  replied,  that  it  had  been  insert- 
ed in  conformity  with  the  compact  between  the 
United  States  and  Geoigia,  by  which  compact 
it  became  the  duty  of  the  General  Government, 
at  all  times,  to  stood  in  readineea  to  extingaisli 
the  Indian  title  wittiin  that  State,  so  soon  a^  it 
could  be  done  on  reasonable  and  peaceable 
terms.  The  aabject  to  which  the  gBntleman 
from  ICssissippi  alluded,  had  been  among  tlie 
very  first  to  which  the  Oommittee  on  Indian 
Affain  gave  their  attention:  and  they  had  ac- 
cordingly reported  a  bill  providing  for  the  re- 
quest of  that  tribe,  that  Utej  might  be  permit 
ted  first  to  eismine  the  land  proposed  to  be 
given  tbem,  before  they  should  aecide  on  relin- 
quishing what  they  at  present  possessed.  It 
woold  be  surely  improper  to  provide  for  eztin- 
gnishing  their  title  at  this  time,  when  it  was 
bnt  a  few  months  ago  that  they  bad  expressly 
refiised  to  remove.  He  was  therefore  at  a  loss 
to  know  where  was  the  ground  for  the  com- 
plete of  injostloe  »o  loudly  made  by  the  gen- 
tlaman  fh>m  Mississippi,  The  estimates  of  the 
Department  bad  been  referred  to  the  Indian 
Oommittee ;  their  report  upon  them  had  been 

S proved  by  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
»ans;  and  tliis  last  committee  had,  in  oonse- 
qnenoe,  inserted  the  item  in  the  biU. 

Mr.  HuLB  replied,  and  insisted  upon  the 
ground  he  had  formerly  taken.  |G0,000  had 
formerly  been  appropriated  in  the  case  of  the 
Greeks,  and  now  fGOiWO  more  are  propoeed, 
although  the  Greeks  say  positively  they  will 
not  remove.  But  the  OMokasawB  have  written 
a  letter  to  the  Governor,  signifying  their  wiU- 
ingneas  to  enugrate,  and  yet  they  are  to  be  ex- 
cluded from  Uie  bill.  An  appropriation  in 
their  case,  Mr,  H,  insisted,  was  the  only  one 
from  which  the  Government  could  derive  the 
least  shadow  of  benefit.  He  thonght  a  new 
system  of  legislation  was  getting  into  this 
House,  by  which  an  appropriation  bill  was 
made  the  lever  to  force  measures  in  faror  of 
one  section  of  the  coimtry  to  tho  injury  of  an- 
other. He  protested  agunst  this,  and  then 
proceeded  agun  to  urge  the  claims  of  the 
Ohiokasaws. 

Mr.  Batxs,  of  Miasonii,  said  he  miderstood 
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this  to  be  a  bill  regnlari;  reported  ever;  jeai, 
providing  for  the  ordinary  uinaal  enMnses  of 
the  Indian  Department.  If  spMial  objects 
were  to  be  provided  for,  epeoial  appropriations 
ought  to  be  made  to  meet  them ;  and  if  snch 
an  object  as  was  contemplated  bj  the  amend- 
ment, was  to  be  brongbt  into  this  bill,  all  other 
special  objects  might  as  well  be  bronght  into  it. 
In  addition  to  this,  Homething  might  be  add  on 
the  question  where  the  Government  meant  to 
invltA  these  Indians  to  settle.  He  was  aware 
that  it  would  not  be  in  order  to  discasa  that 
qaestion  at  this  time.  One  objection  to  the 
amendment  was  this,  that  it  gave  milimited  an- 
thorit}'  to  the  otEcer  at  the  head  of  the  War 
Department,  to  give  direction  to  the  march  ol 
this  tribe  when  it  should  remove.  It  either 
allowed  him  a  bonndlesa  discretion,  or  else  it 
was  a  barren  appropriation,  effecting  nothing. 
When  the  bill  which  had  been  reported  bj  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affwrs  shonld  come  np, 
the  whole  snlyect  would  be  open  for  discns- 
sion ;  hnt,  at  present,  moh  an  appropriation 
would  be  perfectly  anomalons  in  a  regular  an- 
nnal  appropriation  bill  for  the  Indian  Depart- 
ment. It  was  well  known,  that  the  regular 
expenses  of  that  Department  amonnted  to  leas 
than  the  irr^nlar  expenses  of  it — the  former 
amonnted  to  about  $80,000,  while  the  fimd  for 
contingencies  was  $BG,0O0. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  could  not  vote  nnderstanding- 
\j  in  this  matter,  nnlesa  he  had  the  means  of 
inqniring  further  into  it.  He  would  go  heart 
and  band  with  the  gentleman,  if  the  Indians 
were  troableeome  neighbors,  and  thej  wished 
to  get  rid  of  them,  provided  this  oonld  be  done 
without  injuring  other  people.  The  bill  eaja, 
"  to  emigrate  west  of  the  Mississippi"  Now 
it  was  not  the  first  time  that  Indians  had  been 
bronght  ticaa  other  parts  of  the  oonntiy,  and 
plac^  down  in  the  bosom  and  verj  heart  of 
the  State  &om  which  he  came.  Here  he  ena- 
inerated  the  Eickapoos,  Weas,  and  several  oth- 
er tribes,  who  had  thus  Iwen  removed.  He 
said  his  constitnenta,  many  of  them,  lived,  to 
be  sore,  in  the  woods,  and  were  on  toe  borders 
of  the  repablic — bat  still  thej  had  some  deaire 
to  improve  their  situation,  as  well  as  other  peo- 
ple— and  they  did  not  wish  to  have  a  body  of 
Indians  placed  down  in  the  midst  of  them  by 
their  Government,  and  still  leas,  if  the  power 
to  do  this  was  to  tie  ezercised  by  a  enbUgent 
of  the  War  DepartmenL  K  once  the  promise 
was  ^ven  to  the  Indians,  although  by  an  nnau- 
thorued  agent,  they  would  ooont  npon  its  ful- 
filment. They  knew  none  of  onr  distinctions 
as  to  anthorized  and  unauthorised  offloera  of 
the  Government,  and  if  the  promise  was  not 
folfilled,  their  sense  of  lostioe  and  good  futh 
was  shocked.  The  genueman  from  Sissiasippi, 
however,  need  fear  no  opposition  from  him, 
with  respect  to  the  removal  of  his  Chickasaws, 
if  he  would  only  act  on  the  good  old  maxim, 
to  tiM  f  onr  own  as  not  to  iqjnre  others.  Ur. 
B.  conclnded  by  saying  he  should  vote  sgunat 
all  propontiona  like  that  now  moved. 


Ur.  SpKiAm  said  that  in  Justice  to  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  it  was  proper  to 
state,  that,  if  any  complaint  at  all  was  made  In 
this  matter,  it  ahoold  tie  against  the  Committee 
of  Ways  and  Means.  The  item  came  from  that 
committ«e  in  the  same  manner  as  every  other 
item  in  the  bill.  It  was  not  the  Committee  of 
Indian  Affturs  that  had  placed  it  there.  They 
had  only  reported  in  favor  of  a  measure  whidi 
appeared  to  them  expedient  and  proper.  He 
hoped  the  House  would  not  go  into  a  general 
discnsfflon  of  sll  onr  Indian  ^dra  on  the  pres- 
ent bill.  It  was  very  evident  that  gentlemen 
in  all  parts  of  the  House  were  alive  to  the  snb- 
ject,  and  it  must  be  acknowledged,  that  it  was 
one  attended  with  extreme  difficulty  at  all 
times.  Mr.  8.  sud  he  had  himself  had  many 
and  great  diffioolties  to  surmount  in  assenting 
to  the  appropriation  already  agreed  to,  and  he 
hoped  tiat,  in  a  mere  Incidental  debate,  the 
general  policy  of  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
would  not  have  to  be  taken  up  and  decided.  It 
had  forced  itself  on  his  observation,  nnce  he 
bad  been  a  member  of  this  House,  as  a  great 
evil  in  the  mode  of  its  legislation,  that  suqects 
of  the  greatest  weight  were  forced  upon  the 
House  in  the  most  unexpected  manner,  cy  mere 
inddental  motions.  The  consequence  was, 
that  they  were  discussed  when  gentiemen  were 
not  Mly  prepared  for  them,  and  hours  and 
days  were  wasted  on  questions  not  properly 
connected  with  the  main  subject  braore  the 
House.  There  were  special  reasons  applying 
to  the  case  of  the  Oreelu  and  Oberokees,  wnich 
did  not  apply  to  the  other  Indian  tribes.  If 
the  Chickasaws  were  introdnoed,  all  the  other 
Indians  would  have  to  follow,  because  gentle- 
men stood  ready  to  introduce  them,  to  whose 
States  they  were  as  great  an  annoyance  as  the 
Chickasaws  were  to  the  State  of  Mississippi. 
The  same  argument  woold  be  urged  in  eveir 
case,  and  there  would  be  no  end  to  the  amend- 
ments. He  hoped,  therefore,  that  now  pro- 
posed, would  not  prevaiL 

Mr.  Whitb  shonld  only  detain  the  committee 
a  few  minutes  at  this  late  hour  of  the  day.  If 
there  was  any  merit  in  having  the  snl^eot  first 
proposed  in  the  House,  the  gentleman  from 
Missinippi  would  do  him  the  justice  to  say, 
that  kia  was  the  second  proposition  on  this 
subject,  Iiaving  been  moved  as  an  amendment 
to  Uie  resolution  of  that  gentleman,  referred  to 
in  debate,  and  which  would  have  been  moved 
in  a  separate  form,  if  it  had  not  been  adopted 
in  conjunction  with  that.  This,  said  Mr.  W., 
is  a  subject  of  deep  interest  to  the  Territory  I 
represent ;  and,  if  the  amendment  now  pro- 
posed, be  adopted,  I  shall  feel  myself  bound  to 
move  to  insert  in  this  bill  the  Florida  Indiana. 
I  do  not  wish  to  embarrass  the  amendment  of 
the  member  from  Mississippi,  but  he  must  per- 
ceive that  the  success  of  his  motion  will  leave 
mo  in  a  worse  situation  than  the  one  in  which 
he  is  placed.  The  bill  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  ASUrs,  provides  en  appropri- 
ation for  the  purpose  of  enabling  "the  Chick*- 
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»w  tod  other  ladUn^"  to  explor 
b7  vest  of  the  UisnMippi.    Now, 

rttnd  thftt  the  "other  fadions"  in  . ,  __ 

those  >hic>i  H9  tbe  ■anoTaiice  of  1117  oonititn- 
oti ;  and,  if  the  Ghickuawe  are  now  hidnded 
in  tlui  Un,  I  ehall  be  withoot  ft  "  loop  to  hang 
ft  hope  BpMi ;"  snd  I  now  giyo  notice,  that,  if 
thu  fDCnieda,  I  will  not  depend  on  the  remote 
hope  tt  reaching  the  other  bill,  bat  also  move 
mj  naendment.     I  cannot  ooncnr  with  the 

Slfaman  from  Mun&  (Mr.  Spraodk,)  th&t 
is  not  the  tdme  or  place  to  discuss  this  snb- 
ittt    The  snbject  now  nnder  consideration,  aa 

Ugirim.t^ly  bdODgS  tO  thU  bill,  SB  thc  propOWd 

nproiffifttion  for  the  Creeka  and  Cherobees. 
wlwre  is  the  dtfierence  t  The  member  from 
Kline,  who  is  a  coostitaent  member  of  the 
Committee  of  Wajs  and  Ueans,  sajs  this  enb- 
Ject  comes  from  the  War  Department,  has  been 
MQCtioned  by  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
and  ii  contuned  in  a  cerhun  convention  be- 
iveen  Georgia  and  the  United  Statee.  Kow, 
sr,  I  tdl  that  gentlemen,  that  the  anhjeot  of 
the  removal  of  the  Florida  and  Chickasaw  la- 
dling also  comes  from  the  War  Department, 
mder  grave  reoommendationa,  and  has  also  met 
tJte  (avoTftble  consideration  of  the  Standing 
Committee  of  this  Hoose,  to  whom  the  sabject 
•ppTOpriateij  belonga,  80  &u-  the'  parallel  ia 
cam;dete :  and,  as  to  the  convention  with 
Gemcia,  I  cannot  a^ree  that,  on  that  acoomit, 
OM  utaU  be  placed  m  a  regular  appropriation 
bin.  and  the  other  left  to  the  nncertaintj  of  its 
bu,  it  ■  aesBion  that  promisee  so  Uttle.  I 
atdently  hope  that  Gleorgia  may  sncoeed  in 
hftTing  ber  convention  eiecnted  to  the  letter 
and  9{Hril.  Bat,  sir,  the  obligations  of  homan- 
it;',  and  tbe  imperodve  dictates  of  soond  poU- 
<7,  impoee  as  stronK  an  ii^onctioD  on  this  Oov- 
ernmrat  to  provide  for  the  remov^  of  the 
Florida  Indians,  as  any  compact  or  convention 
can  require.  Tike  miserable  condition  of  these 
peo(4ehaa  been  presented  to  yon,  by  your  own 


ofioen,  in  alaDgoaffS  .  „ 

Ton  Iiave  been  told  that  they  cannot  snbsist 
within  their  present  aa»gned  limits,  and  moat 
starve,  or  plander  their  neighbors.  An  appro- 
priation has  been  made  by  Congress  to  feed 
them ;  re-^xaminstions  ordered  by  the  Secre- 

Sik  Vfar,  and  a  return  ag^  made  by  Gen- 
Qaines,  that  they  cannot  live  within  their 
limita.  A  very  respectable  and  highly  distin- 
foiahed  officer,  Colonel  Clinch,  of  the  4th  regi- 
Ktent  of  infantry,  attended  General  Oaines  on 
the  laot  examination,  and  he  conenrs  in  the 
ojMOiaa  that  Ihey  miut  ateal  or  starve.  Now, 
■r,  the  claima  of  Georgia  may  be  strong,  but 
bow  can  we,  looking  to  the  humanity  and  poli- 
cy of  oar  Government,  and,  moreover,  refer- 
nag  to  the  certainty  cf  futore  collision,  which 
But  be  attended  with  the  loss  of  blood  and 
tiiwiiii ,  and  demanda  for  indemnity,  refnse  to 
piaee  the  two  objects  on  the  same  footing  t  If 
:U*  motioD  was  to  odd  the  appropriation  of 
nS.OOO,  reported  for  oar  object,  to  that  in  this 
UH,  md  indode  the  Chickasaw  and  Florida 
TohX^-S     , 


/ 


in  its  present  form,  I  am  opposed  to  it,  witfa- 
oat  inclodin^  oars.  I  can  inform  the  gentle- 
man f^^nn  UisBoarl,  that  it  to  not  oontempluted 
to  locate  the  Indians  within  hii  State,  but  west 
of  it,  and  north  of  Arkansas,  and  vaoa  lands  to 
which  the  United  States  have  an  nndiapnted  title, 
not  within  the  limits  of  any  State  or  Territory. 

Mr.  LcvFKiH  sud  he  perceived  the  aabject 
was  miannderstood,  and  this  oonld  arise  only 
&om  &  want  of  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
Hoase.  He  was  aware  that  thia  waa  not  the 
time  for  a  general  diacnssion  of  oar  Indian 
affairs.  Be  thoagbt  the  remarks  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Missonri  Qir.  B&tbs)  wra^  wdl 
worthy  of  attention.  Bnt  he  thonght  this  was 
not  the  time  or  place  for  con^dermg  it  Ur. 
L.  sud  he  wonld  endeavor  to  point  oat  the  dis- 
tinction between  the  oases  of  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokeea,  and  that  of  the  Chickasawa  and 
other  tribes.  The  amendment  propoaed  by  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Vewis,  and  which 
provides  for  the  removal  of  the  Creeks  and 
Cherokeea.  had  been  Introdnced  in  eonaeqnence 
of  the  eatmiat«B  received  from  the  War  De- 
partment, in  relation  to  that  sabj&ct.  When 
those  estimates  came  into  the  Eonse,  they 
were  referred,  as  of  coarse,  to  the  Committer 
of  Ways  and  Means,  That  committee  very 
properly  moved  for  their  reference  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs.  This  latter  commit- 
tee had  carefully  examined  the  estimates,  and 
had  reported  favorably  npon  the  salgecL  It 
was  then  sent  back  to  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means, 

Mr.  L.  said,  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Afiaira,  he  had  expected  this 
iiem  to  be  provided  for  in  a  separate  bill,  bat 
the  Committee  of  Waya  and  Means  hod  thought 
otherwise,  and  had  oonoladed  to  provide  for  it 
in  the  present  appropriation  bill.  Kow  the 
distinction  which  gave  a  preference  to  the 
Creeks  and  Oherokees  was,  that  a  treaty  had 
already  l>een  made  with  the  Oreeka,  which 
coold  not  be  fulfilled,  withont  a  part  of  this 
appropriation,  and  the  residne  was  eqoally  ne- 
cessary to  enable  the  Government  to  fulfil  ita 
compact  with  Georgia,  in  relation  to  the  Cher- 
okees.  No  sach  treaty  or  compact  applied  to 
the  other  tnbee.  It  was  the  nnderstanding  at' 
the  committee  that  the  application  of  this  snm  - 
depended  on  the  free  consent  of  the  Indians ; 
neither  force  nor  favor  was  to  be  made  nse  of ;  if 
their  removal  could  be  effected  on  such  terms,  it 
well ;  if  not,  the  means  wpropriated  would 
ain  in  the  bands  of  the  Government.  Bnt 
withont  the  appropriation,  it  was  impossible  that 
the  Government  coald  fulfil  its  compact  with 
QeorKia.  Mr.  L.  said  he  would  not  cuter,  at 
this  time,  on  the  subject  of  the  claims  of  that 
State.  He  knew  the  impressions  which  many 
entiemen  had  received  in  relation  to  them. 
Int,  whatever  wormth  was  charged  npon  her 
Government,  by  those  who  had  misrepresented 
her  motives,  when  the  troth  was  folly  known, 
it  woold  appear,  that,  so  &r  tmat  bring  oharg*- 
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able  with  ai^e  anwsrrMi table  demiuids,  her 
forbeoranoe  on  uub  mbjeot  hsd  been  withont  a 
parallel.  She  had  waited  for  twentj-five  jears 
for  tho  (nlfllment  of  the  contract  made  hj  the 
General  Government,  and  she  had  witaesaed, 
during  that  time,  the  eztiaclJoii  of  the  Indian 
tdtle  to  entire  Bt^es  wbiob  had  been  admitted 
into  the  Uaion.  Yet  she  had  ooatinaed  to 
wait,  until  she  perceived  it  to  be  adopted  as 
settled  polic?,  tbat  those  Indians  were  to  b 
kept  within  her  limits.  He  knew  that  the  peo- 
ple and  the  Oovemmest  of  Georgia  bad  been 
represented  as  wishing  t^t  bear  down  these  nn- 
h^pj  people,  and  to  treat  them  with  harsh- 
oesa  and  oppression.  Kothing  conld  be  &rther 
from  the  tnith,  or  could  do  more  iqjostice  to 
the  fbelings  of  the  people  of  Georaia.  Their 
pit7  and  solicitnde  for  these  wretched  tribes, 
were  felt  to  a  degree  which  could  not  be  eT- 
proBsed.  Their  rranoval  was  never  contem- 
plated, or  intended  as  a  compnlaorj  measnre. 
Th^  were  to  remove  in  a  peaceable  and  volnn- 
tsjj  manner,  or  not  at  all.  The  arrangement 
provided  for  b;  the  amendment  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Ways  and  Meana,  appeared  to  him 
fair  and  jnst.  He  was  eqnallj  willing  to  re- 
move tbe  wretched  remnants  of  these  people 
from  aU  the  other  States,  for  he  conld  tmly 
saj,  that  it  was  among  the  warmest  wishes  of 
his  heart,  to  benefit  these  poor  siifFeri&g  rem- 
nants of  the  aboriginal  race,  in  a  way  the  most 
effectual  and  permanent. 

The  qnestion  was  then  pnt  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Ur.  RuLZ,  and  negatived. 

Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  of  Ifr.  MaDnnTx,  bj  striking  out 
the  words  "  and  for  aiding  the  said  Gherokees, 
and  snch  other  Indians  as  vaaj  be  so  disposed, 
to  emigrate  to  places  west  of  the  Uiasisaippi." 

This  amendment,  he  thought,  would  meet 
the  views  of  both  committees,  and  wo^d,  also, 
remove  the  difficnltj  of  the  gentlemsn  from 
Uiesonri,  (Mr.  Bates.)  The  sabject  was  not  a 
new  one.  It  had  been  agitated  for  years,  and 
had  been  particnlarly  discnssed  at  the  last  ses- 
■iOD,  at  which  session  a  bill  had  been  intro- 
duced, nmilar  to  that  now  repor(«d,  from  the 
Indian  Oommitlee,  bnt  had  never  l>een  called 
np.  If  a  general  coarse  of  policy  was  thne  to 
be  inlrodnced  and  sanctioned  by  an  item  in  the 
(4)propriation  bill,  that  bill  might  be  made  an 
inslmment  of  clianging  the  whole  coarse  of 
the  Government  He  did  not  wish  to  biterfere 
with  the  obligation  of  treaties,  bnt  he  knew  of 
no  treaty  wiu  tbe  Oherokees  which  provided 
for  their  emigration.  He  was  willing  to  do  all 
that  was  necesssij  to  fulfil  the  compact  with 
the  Government  of  Georgia,  but  he  was  not 
willing  to  say  that  ft  was  the  settled  policy  of 
tbe  Gorernment  that  those  Indians  were  to  be 
removed.  The  gentleman  from  Kentacky  bad 
been  right,  the  other  day,  in  saying  tbat  there 
onght  to  be  no  treaty  with  any  Indian  tribes, 
nnlesa  there  had  been  a  previons  appropriation ; 
but  a  different  practice  had  prevailed ;  and  if 
called  opoa  to  make  ont  a  list  of  the  ni 
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this  Administration,  he  would  set  down,  as  a 
prominent  item,  tbe  sanctic»i  which  it  had 
given  to  this  system.  He  was  for  tying  np  the 
bands  of  the  Execntive  nntil  the  House  had  an 
opportunity  to  know  what  plan  was  to  t>e  pur- 
sued. Be  was  against  removing  the  Indians 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  and  as  far  as  principle 
was  concerned,  he  would  as  soon  vote  to  place 
them  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  The  sal^eot  waa 
one  of  deep  interest  to  the  conntry.  Gentle- 
men woula  recollect  that  his  amendment  did 
not  tonob  the  snm  appropriated,  bnt  only 
a  particnlsr  application  of  that  snm.  If  it 
prevailed,  the  appropriation  wonid  be  left  for 
removing  tbe  Indians  &om  Geoivia.  He  did 
not  wish  to  sanction  the  policy  of  the  Admin- 
istration in  this  matter,  which  ha  conffldered  as 
one  of  their  errors.  Treaties  were  made  by 
men  invested  with  almost  nnlimited  discretion, 
and  over  whose  acta,  when  onoe  done,  this 
House  had  litUe  or  no  control.  He  would  not 
go  farther  into  the  subject,  except  to  state, 
that,  no  longer  ago  than  last  year,  the  Govern- 
ment bad  received  a  positive  refusal  from  tbe 
Chickasaws  to  emigrate.  Since  then,  an  agent 
baa  been  sent  to  m^e  bis  bow,  and  they  had 
consented  so  far  as  to  exsmine  the  lands. 

Mr.  HoDoTTiB  said,  that  the  Committee  of 
Ways  and  Means  had  not  only  felt  no  disposi- 
tion to  give  a  preference  to  this  provision  for 
the  removal  of  the  Creoles  and  Cherokees,  bat 
bad  felt  a  dispoMtion  directly  the  reverse.  The 
proportion  had  not  originated  with  them,  but 
came  strongly  recommended  from  tbe  War  De- 
partment. He  had,  in  consequenoe,  been  in- 
stmcted  to  ask  that  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Means  might  be  discharged  from  the  con- 
fflderation  of  the  subject,  ana  that  it  might  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 
This  last  committee  hsd  reported  upon  it,  and 
recommended  the  appropriation  in  the  very 
language  now  inserted  in  the  bill.  He  could 
not  agree  with  gentlemen  who  thought  this  an 
improper  time  to  discuss  the  general  policy  of 
removing  the  remnants  of  the  Indian  tribes  to 
the  west  of  tbe  Mississippi.  He  thought  that 
policy  was  now  fairly  before  Oongresa;  that  if 
gentiemen  meant  to  discuss  it  at  all.  now  was 
the  proper  time  to  do  so.  It  had  heretofore 
been  tbe  custom  to  embrace  these  appropria- 
tions for  the  Indian  service  in  the  Militsry  Ap- 
propriation Bill  The  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means  had  thought  it  more  proper  to  present 
them  in  a  separate  bilL  They  were  all  suljjecia 
for  fur  discnenon. 

On  the  general  subject  of  the  policy  of  aiA- 
ing  the  emigration  of  onr  Indians  to  the  West, 
he  had  no  hesitation  in  ssying,  tbat  he  regard- 
ed it  as  the  settled  policy  of  this  Government. 
Tbe  Exeontive,  nnder  the  last,  as  well  as  tbe 
present  Administration,  had  clearly  expressed 
an  opinion  in  its  favor.  It  was  true.  Congress 
had  not  yet  offidally  expressed  snch  a  senti- 
ment. But  he  believed  it  to  be  ^he  settied 
use,  that 
r  settled 
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StatM  most  either  be  iodneed  to  emisrate,  or 
must  inlitUibly  sink  into  b  itate  of  inoeKriba- 
Ue  and  irretrievable  wretcbedaeBS.  He  con- 
sdend  the  id«ft  of  otvilioDg  and  edaoatiiiK 
thtm  aa  TboUr  delusive.  The  experiment  baa 
iMitti  teied,  aad  the  result  had  proved,  that, 
vlule  ■mroaiided  bj  the  whites,  Uie  uidians 
aoqnirad  all  (be  vices  of  a  dvilizod  people,  and 
DOna  of  tbeir  TiitQea.  He  thonffht  the  Qov- 
ernmeat  ongbt  to  make  nse  of  ail  proper  and 
Wtjmate  meaiu  to  remove  them,  and  he  trast- 
Mit  would  be  left  in  the  power  of  the  EzeoQ' 
b've  t0  try  Om  eflbot  of  money  in  inducing 
tbemto       ' 


Tdxbdat,  Febroaiy  16. 
Smigratitn  of  Ind4aju, 

The  House  went  into  OommittM  of  the 
IFhole  on  the  bill  making  appropriationa  for 
the  Indian  Daparbnent,  and  the  qaestion  im- 
mediately before  the  committee  being  on  the 
tnotioii  of  Ifr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  to  omand  Mr. 
HoDcniB'B  amendment  by  itriking  oat  from 
it  these  words :  "  And  for  aiding  the  said 
(Slerokeei^  and  raoh  other  Indians  as  maj  be 
ID  dispooed,  to  raoigrate  to  places  west  of  the 
ICwiasippi  — 

Hr.  Smith,  of  Indiana,  swd,  he  had  not 
expected  that  thegnestion  now  before  the  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Vnole,  for  our  consideration, 
woold  have  been  discossed  on  the  general 
appropriation  bilL  I  did  believe,  sir,  that  this 
qoMtion  wonld  have  been  mbmitted  more 
pnipcrij  to  the  ««»lriderttion  of  the  Hooie,  on 
the  bill  rqiorted  on  this  subject  by  the  Oom- 
mittae  on  Indian  Affairs,  which  bill  is  accom- 
Mnied  by  a  apeual  report  from  that  committee. 
Bat,  air,  the  House  has  det«nnined  otherwise. 
The  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  has  re- 
ported, aa  one  item  in  the  appropriation  bill, 
the  anm  of  fifteen  thoosand  dollars,  for  the 
patfoit  of  aiding  in  the  removal  of  the  Cher- 
okeee,  and  aneh  other  Indiana  as  may  be  dis- 
poaed  to  endicrate  to  a  aectlon  of  ooonb^ 
wwt  of  tbe  ICiadanpi^  with  a  view  to  their 
I——-™*  looatkn  forever.  This  appropria- 
tioa,  the  anModment  oKred  bj  the  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  (Hr.  WooM,}  proposes  to  strike  oat 
H«nee,  dr,  as  has  been  correctly  remarked  by 
tbe  boaiM«ble  Chairman  of  the  Oommittee  of 
Ways  and  Ueans,  (]£r.  UoDums,)  the  subject 
is  fairij  belbte  t^  committee  at  this  time ;  and 
I  admit  that  it  ean  be  of  very  little  importance 
to  the  oommittee  at  what  time  tbe  qnesldon  is 
Bat,  diseoMed,  and  finally  decided.  The  Ohair 
has  remaned,  that  the  question  on  the  amend- 
Boit  doe*  not  isTtdve  or  embrace  the  appro- 
jrialion  to  eomply  with  tbe  contract  on  the 
•art  of  the  Dmted  Stetea,  with  the  Creek 
Uiana,  andM  the  late  treaty  with  that  nation ; 
^d.  mpoa  this  intimatioii,  the  gentleman  from 
AlalMiM^  (Mr.  OwKB,)  declined  making  any 
iwnarks  oa  the  qaestion  before  the  oommittee. 
foe  my  own  part,  sir,  I  am  not  disposed  to 
ibandoa  tlta  dueoasiDn  of  the  qnestion  before 


OS,  because  the  Creek  Indians  are  not  incloded 
in  terms,  sa  I  consider  tbe  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Ohio  sa  covering  tbe  whole 
ground,  and  as  bringing  up  for  discassion  and 
consideration  the  past,  the  present,  and  the 
fntowB  policy  of  this  Government,  in  relation  to 
this  anfortonate  people.  Sir,  this  amendment 
sahmlti'  to  OS,  aa  the  Bepresentativea  of  the 
people,  tbe  important  consideration,  whether 
we  will  oontinue  the  same  destrnetive  policy 
which  has  heretofore  been  pnrsned  by  tbe 
United  States,  or  whether  a  more  liberal  and 
hninane  nolicy  shall  be  adopted  in  relation  to 
this  people. 

Sir,  I  consider  the  question  now  before  tbe 
oommittee  as  one  of  momentoas  importance; 
it  is  of  importance  to  tbe  character  of  the 
United  States,  and  of  mnch  greater  importance 
to  that  most  nnfortanate  and  wretchea  people, 
that  the  fatnre  policy  of  the  Government  in 
relation  to  them,  shotdd  be  marked  withjostice, 
humanity,  and  a  magnanimity  of  purpose,  that 
wiU  atone,  as  far  as  possible,  for  the  great 
iajostioe  which  we  have  done  them.  We 
cannot  retrace  our  steps ;  we  cannot  affect  the 
past ;  we  cannot  resnscibate  or  bring  to  life  the 
thousands  of  this  miserable  people,  who  have 
wasted  away  and  perished  nnder  the  influence 
of  oor  baneful  policy.  But  sir,  we  may,  and 
I  do  most  sincerely  hope  will^  profit  by  the  past 
experience  of  the  nation,  in  the  policy  which 
has  been  pursued,  and  in  our  futore  legislation 
on  this  subject  carefully  avoid  that  conrse  of 
policy  whicn  has  produced  such  dire  effects. 

Sir,  I  do  not  address  tbe  committee  in  my 

Elaee,  excluaively  as  the  advocate  of  the 
adians ;  but  I  wish  to  be  undersood  as  being 
the  advocate  of  a  just,  humane,  and  magnani- 
mous oonrse  towards  them,  on  the  part  of  this 
Qovemment  No,  sir,  they  have  no  representa- 
tive on  this  floor;  they  must  relv  for  justice  on 
thepliilanthropy  uid  humanity  of  the  represent- 
atives of  that  people,  who  have  reduced  them 
to  their  present  wretched  situation,  and,  sir, 
I  feel  w^  satisfied  that  this  committee  will 
not  turn  a  deaf  ear  to  their  compluuta. 

Sir,  in  order  to  determine  the  queBtions 
correctiy,  which  arise  on  this  amendment,  it 
is  important  for  as  to  decide,  whether  the  sitn- 
ation  of  the  Indians  is  sacb  as  to  require  the 
int«rpoBitioa  of  the  stronR  arm  of  the  United 
States  in  their  behalf^  and  whether  tije  United 
States  are  under  any  obligation  of  Jnstice, 
homanity,  morality,  or  religion,  to  afford  the 
relief  necessary  to  prevent  the  total  extinction 
of  this  people.  Sir,  let  ma  examine  for  a 
moment  and  see  who  these  Indians  now  are, 
and  who  they  once  were.  Great,  very  great, 
have  been  the  vicissitndea  in  life,  which 
they  have  been  doomed  to  experience.  We 
cannot  shnt  our  eyes  against  the  facts,  sir.  We 
found  them  the  lawftd  occupiers  of  this  vast 
extent  of  territory,  now  circumscribed  by  the 
boundaries  of  the  United  States.  We  fonnd 
them  the  lords  of  tbe  soil ;  we  tbnnd  them  a 
great  and  powerfd  nation,  or  rather  a  nnmber 


dbyGoogle 


.H] 


ABBIDaHBKT  07  THE 

ImJia%  Afpivpriatioiu — Emigra^o*  of  Indtant, 


[Fmaoi 


r,  1838. 


of  DHtioni  in  tha  mde  state.  Ai  individuals,  it 
ii  true  tbey  were  emph&ticaJly  the  children  of 
the  forest  ■  yet  thay  were,  in  a  degree,  pros- 
perous, and,  to  all  appearsDces,  happy ;  they 
irere  posMssed  of  oonstitntions,  which  pat  lit 
de6snce  the  aasanlts  of  cold,  hanger,  thirst, 
and  fatigae.  The  water  from  the  fotmt^ns 
was  their  only  drink,  and  the  common  diseases 
which  aro  now  aweepins  away  this  wretched 
people,  as  with  the  hreata  of  a  peetilenoe,  were 
then  unknown  to  them ;  the  oaases  which  pro- 
dnoe  the  effect  now,  had  not  reached  them 
th«n ;  I  allnde.  air,  in  part,  to  the  introdaction 
of  spiritnoDS  liqnors  amongst  them,  by  their 
white  neighbors,  of  which,  most  onfortonately 
for  them,  they  are  psssioo&tely  fond. 

Sir,  inch  were  these  people  when  we  first 
knew  them;  what  are  they  nowt  It  does 
seem,  that,  froia  the  time  of  the  first  settling 
of  our  forefathers  at  James  Town,  and  at 
Flyrooath,  the  lands  of  the  Indians  bad  been 
considered  as  a  lawful  conquest.  A  war  of 
extermination  from  that  time,  or  as  soon  after 
as  the  whites  supposed  that  they  had  acquired 
spfGdent  strength  to  maintain  their  conqnests, 
woB  waged  against  the  aboriginal  inhabitants 
of  the  country ;  and  it  is  bat  a  very  short  time 
since,  that  we  have  stayed  the  sword  of 
desolation.  We  have  seen  their  most  powerful 
nations  dwindled  down  to  poor  wandering 
tribes,  and  their  greateat  kings  reduced  to 
beggarly  chiefs.  We  have  seen  them  driven 
by  Uie  white*  from  river  to  river,  from  State  to 
Bute,  from  hill  to  hill,  from  moont^n  to  moon- 
tain,  and  from  forest  to  forest;  the  tide  of 
white  emigration  still  Sowing  West,  and  still 
pressing  close  upon  them  ;  and  if  we  continue 
the  present  policy,  the  time  cannot  be  very  far 
distant,  when  the  last  sound  of  the  Indian 
must  die  on  tlie  Pacific.  I  am  aware,  sir,  that 
it  is  contended  by  writers  of  celebrity  that  a 
country  inhabited  as  this  was  belongs  to  the  na- 
tion that  happens  to  discover  it,  and  that  it  is  a 
lawful  sabject  for  conquest.  Bnt,  sir,  I  cannot 
subscribe  to  this  doctrine,  to  such  an  extent. 
It  is  fonnded  on  a  priucipl^  muntained  by  arbi- 
trary govemmeuts  alone,  that  power  gives 
right.  Sir,  if  my  neighbor  being  the  owner 
of  a  farm,  is  not  as  good  a  husbandman  as  I  am, 
if  he  lets  his  form  grow  np  with  weeds,  briars, 
and  thonu,  or  even  refuses  to  cat  off  ttie  timber, 
shall  I,  beoanse  I  have  the  power,  drive  Iiim  from 
the  poasestion  of  his  premises,  and  take  posses- 
sion myself^  under  the  pretext  that  hedid not  cul- 
tivate his  land  as  it  ought  to  be  cultivated ! 

I  know,  that,  in  some  instances,  formerly, 
and  many  instances  of  latter  years,  yon  have 
pretended  to  hold  treaties  with  them,  and  to 
acquire  their  lands  by  contract ;  bnL  sir,  how 
has  this  been  done?  It  boa  been  done  tune 
times  oDt  of  too,  by  bribing  their  chiefs,  and 
Dot  onfreqaently  with  arms  in  your  banda. 
What  kind  of  a  contract  is  this  when  con- 
clnded  ?  It  is  snch  a  one  as  on^t  not  to  be 
binding  on  the  party  thus  impoM^  npon.  Ton 
hod  better,  yea,  ten  thousand  times  better, 


resort  to  tbe  law  of  oonqueet ;  for  in  that  case, 
yoQ  conld  plead  tbe  custom  of  nations  as  an 
apology  for  your  wrongs.  Tour  treaties  have 
been  not  unfretjaentlr  held  immediately  after 
the  most  bloody  and  destrnotive  war  to  the 
Indians  had  terminated  in  favor  of  your  arms, 
and  as  a  consideration  for  the  iqjnriea  they  hod 
done  yon.  With  arms  in  your  hands,  yon  take 
their  lands,  and  restore  to  tiiem  peace ;  and  they 
retreat  farther  into  the  wilderness,  and  ore  at 
rest  until  the  eyes  of  your  avarice  have  again 
counted  the  acres  of  land  which  they  occnpy, 
and  added  them  to  the  counUess  sjsrea  which 
yon  had  previously  taken  from  them.  Then  a 
new  treaty  is  held,  and  they  are  Bgeia  diapos- 
seesed.  Bat,  as  an  excuse  for  yoor  conduct 
towards  them,  it  is  said  tha^  in  some  instances, 
they  had  inhn  manly  mnrdered  some  of  the 
whites.  This  is  no  doubt  true ;  bnt  cannot  we 
find  some  little  excuse  for  th«n,  althongh  ve 
are  not  prepared  to  Justify  them  in  the  fact, 
that  they  have  been  generally  defending  their 
homes — the  country  that  contained  the  bones 
of  their  fathers,  and  in  which  they  found,  at  all 
times,  an  old  associate  in  every  spring,  in  avery 
running  stream,  and  even  in  every  silent  tree 
that  stood  near  the  wigwam  or  travelling  path. 
Who  would  not  have  disputed  the  occupancy 
of  a  conntry  under  snob  drcumstonces,  with 
any  daring  intruder  t 

Sir,  it  is  true,  that  yon  have,  by  some  of  yonr 
treaties,  stipulated  to  pay,  and  that  yon  actu- 
ally have  paid  to  tbe  different  tribes  of  Indians, 
certain  annuities,  in  conmderation  of  lands 
received  from  them ;  and,  sir,  however  much 
gentlemen  may  differ  from  me  in  opinion,  I  am 
constrained  to  say,  that,  in  my  opinion,  this  is 
the  most  destructive  policy  which  yon  have 
pursued  towards  tliem ;  your  annaitie««re 
—  .Wn™  ......  i;i.»  . '  ^nde^  a  meridian 


for  procuring  a  livelihood,  they  were 
a  reasonably  industrious  people ;  they  attended 
to  their  trapping  at  the  proper  season,  and,  moat 
generally,  expended  the  moneys  arising  from  a 
sale  of  their  skins,  in  necessaries ;  but,  now, 
you  have  held  out  to  them  a  lure  to  disupation 
and  idleness;  reiving  on  their  annuity,  their 
'traps  are  neglected ;  they  spend  their  time  in 
idleness  and  the  most  abandoned  dissipation, 
and  their  whole  mbd  is  steadfastiy  bent  on 
getting  spirituous  liqnors.  I  know  there  are 
exceptions  to  the  charaoten  which  I  have  de- 
scribed, bnt  they  are  lamentably  rare.  There 
ore  always  men  found,  where  they  are  snr- 
ronnded  by  the  whites,  base  enon^  to  prey 
upon  their  wretchedness  —  the  money,  the 
annuity,  is  a  sufficient  indncement  for  such 
condno^  And  yet,  sir,  there  are  many  honor- 
able men  within  my  own  knowledge,  who  are 
called  Indian  traders,  who  faniish  them  with 
tbe  necessaries  of  life,  and  who  would  not  con- 
descend to  such  meanness. 

Sir,  a  part  of  yonr  policy  at  present  is,  to 
send  miasionoriea  amongst  them,  I  have  no 
doubt  but  that  they  have  bean  of  f^^i't'Bl 
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wnioe  in  promotiiig  the  present,  the  fbtnre,  and 
etemil  irel&re  of  xaaaj  of  thew  wretched 
beings ;  but  I  have  beard  Bome  of  the  most 
uli^tened  of  them  uj,  that  tlie  benefits  thej 
tn  enaUed  to  render,  can  only  be  partial,  ea 
long  Bi  the  present  policy  of  die  Government 
is  ccmttnoed  in  other  respects.  Tov  mi^ht  as 
wdl  attempt  to  moralize,  civilise,  or  ohnsdan- 
in  a  maoiM],  aa  an  Indian  who  has  no  indac«- 
■Mot  to  refiHin,  and  who  haa  it  in  his  power  to 
be  duly  intoxicated. 

I  Itave  attempted  to  tell  yon  who  these  peo- 
^e  formerly  were ;  I  have  endeavored  to  show 
who,  and  what,  they  now  are.  Will  any  gen- 
tlenun,  who  is  oonvenant  with  this  snyect, 
Hj,  that  the  shades  of  the  ^ctnre  are  too  high- 
ly colored  f  I  think  not  Then,  sir,  these  peo- 
ple do  stand  in  great  need  of  the  interposition 
of  die  strong  arm  of  this  Oovemment  to  relieve 
tbem ;  and  Uiis  GovemmeDt  is  bound,  by  every 
tieof  hnmanity,  Jnstioe,  morality,  and  religion, 
to  do  all  in  her  power  to  save  the  wreck  of  this 
pe<»le.  Will  gentlemen  say,  that  nothing  shall 
M  done  in  this  glorious  work  f  Will  gentle- 
rasa  aay,  that,  after  being  the  cause  of  reducing 
dMM  people  to  their  present  state  of  wretched- 
Dcti  and  miseiy,  we  shall  fold  up  our  arms  and 
see  thma  perish — see  their  total  extinction — 
withont  making  one  more  effort  to  save  tbem  t 
I  fed  aatiafied,  sir,  that  we  shall  all  agree  to  do 
mnething;  bnt  I  fbar  we  shall  differ  so  widely 
sa  to  the  ««ItM  eparaadi,  as  to  endanger  the 
muor  pToporition,  oy  the  details  of  the  minor. 
Jooging  by  the  motion  now  pending  before  the 
eomnuttee,  and  the  remaru  that  have  fallen 
trom  goitlem^  there  are  those  in  this  com- 
mittee who  would  be  willing  to  leave  the  In- 
diana on  their  preeent  location,  and  continue, 
and  even  increase,  the  annuities.  To  such  gen- 
Qeaoi  I  would  say,  that  we  have  tried  this 
polkiy  kmg  eno[u;h,  and  if  we  ^rsisi  in  it,  the 
Doet  of  tbe  Indians  must  pensh.  They  fbel 
themselvee  to  be  a  poor,  de^«ded,  oatoast,  and 
sabordinate  race  of  beings — they  have  nothing, 
where  they  are,  to  stimolate  them — they  have 
IH>  evidence  that  they  will  be  permitted  to  con- 
thme  where  tiiey  are — they  see  that  the  States 
wish  to  |et  rid  of  them ;  that  they  wish  to  es- 
tod  tfaw  joriadiction  over  their  soil,  and  in 
snae  recent  instance^  over  their  pemns.  All 
the  ren>ectable  missionarieE^  and  all  the  re- 
spectaUe  agente,  who  are  amongst  them,  the 
last  and  the  present  Administration  of  the  Got- 
•rnment,  have  pointed  to  the  course  which  the 
Omimittee  on  Indian  Affturs  has  thought  proper 
to  wlopt,  as  the  only  probable  remedy,  left  un- 
tried, toe  their  preservation.  I  know  of  no 
better  remedy,  and  I  am  itaok  to  admit,  that  I 
an  not  entirely  certun  that  this  remedy  will 
have  the  demred  effect ;  but  I  feel  disposed  to 
try  it,  nnlcM  gentlemen  can  sstisfy  me  that 
ttwy  hare  a  remedy  which  will  prove  a  more 
powerftil  antidote  in  oounteracting  the  poison 
which  has  been  inftised  into  the  Indians  by 
Ibeir  general  poUi^.  The  policy  proposed  by 
the  committM,  ana  of  w;hicli  this  bill  is  the  first 
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step,  is  to  grant  to  the  Indiana  and  their  chil- 
dren, forever,  in  fee  simple,  a  district  of  conn- 
try  west  of  the  Wssissippi,  and  beyond  the 
limits  of  the  States,  near  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
sufficiently  large  to  contain,  advantageonsly,  all 
the  Indians  in  the  United  States,  where  they 
will  have  sasnraaces  that  they  will  never  be 
agun  distorbed  by  the  whites,  and  where  they 
may  be  stimulated  to  advance  in  civiliced  life, 
by  forming  a  constitation  and  laws  for  their 
ovni  Government,  and  by  betaldng  themselves 
to  indostrioQS  pursnita  to  obtain  a  livelihood. 

It  is  tme,  sir,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that 
we  should  nse  compulsory  means  to  remove 
the  Indians ;  they  should  be  induced  to  remove 
of  their  own  volantary  A«e  will  and  accord. 
It  is  npon  this  principle  that  we  propose  to 
make  tbe  appropriation  of  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars, to  enable  sach  as  are  now  willing  to  re- 
move, to  migrate,  and  snch  as  ore  not  wiliinE, 
at  this  time,  to  send  a  depntation  of  their 
ohiefe,  warriors,  and  head  men,  in  company 
with  snch  commissioners  as  the  President  of 
the  United  States  may  appoint,  to  explore  the 
country,  and  to  satisiy  themselves  of  its  fitness 
for  the  pnrposes  of  their  ftitnre  residence. 

It  is  altogether  important  that  the  Indiana 
should  be  satisfied  with  the  conntry  to  which 
purpose  to  transfer  tbem,  with  their  con- 
: ;  and  I  know  of  no  way  to  prodnce  the  ef- 
fect with  greater  certainty,  than  by  affording 
them  an  opportnnity  of  exploring  the  country, 
by  depntations  of  their  chiefs,  warriors,  and 
head  men.  on  whose  Judgment  they  can  rely, 
and  in  whose  statemente  they  will  place  im- 
plicit confidence. 

I  have  heard  it  sud  on  this  fioor,  that  we 
hare  no  laSds  on  which  to  locate  the  Indians, 
were  we  so  disposed ;  that  all  the  lands  will  be 
wanted  for  the  whites.  Sir,  if  we  have  not 
iluB  lands  within  tJie  limits  of  the 
United  States  to  exchange  for  tbe  lands  on 
which  the  Indiana  now  reside,  when,  let  me 
ask,  shall  we  have  tbem  ?  Will  it  be  after  the 
tide  of  emigration  has  rolled  westwardly  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean!  Sir,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
is  the  accepted  time  to  commence  tbii 
great  and  glorioos  work.  Let  us  do  it,  while 
we  have  it  in  onr  power ;  and,  although  we 
should  not  snoceed  to  the  utmost  of  our  wishes, 
yet  we  shall  have  the  gratification  of  having 
done  alt  in  our  power  to  accomplish  it. 

men  seem  to  think  that  the  In- 
dians cannot  be  qualified  for  self-government, 
they  hare  not  snmcient  intellect  to  perform  the 
dutiea  incident  to  the  government  of  a  nation 

-that  they  ore  too  wild  and  savage  in  their 
natnre  to  submit  to  the  laws  and  regulations 
the  security  of  civil  society.  Sir, 
1  think  very  differentlyfrom  gentlemen  on  this 
port  of  the  subject.  Whenever  we  have  had 
an  opportunity  of  seung  the  eipanraon  of  their 
mind^  and  the  powers  of  their  intellect,  we 
hare  been  compelled  to  say  that  they  are 
not  inferior  in  natural  powers  to  the  whites, 
yon   have   eetabUshed   sohoola   i 
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tbem,  for  the  purpose  of  ednoating  llieir  joath, 
under  the  Bnperintendence  of  beneroleDt  mii- 
■lohatt  iiutitQtions,  an^  conridering  the  great 
difficulties  which  thej  have  had  to  eDcoonter, 
the]'  have  ftimiabed  most  oonolnaive  evidence 
of  the  maoeptibility  of  the  Indian  mind  to  im- 
eDtin  every  thing,  moral,  dvil,  and  re- 
While  Qpon  this  part  of  raj  rabject, 
pennii  me  to  refer  the  conunittee,  as  an  eri- 
dence  of  the  qnaMcations  of  the  more  enlight- 
ened of  the  Indians  for  eelf-govemment,  to  the 
late  constjtntion  formed  by  the  Cherokee*  for 
the  OoTermnent  of  that  nation,  within  the  lim- 
ita  of  Georgia.  Thia  oonatitution  will  apprise 
gentlemen  of  two  things :  first,  that  the  In- 
dians, where  they  have  had  an  opportunity  for 
improvement,  have  shown  themBelveB  to  be 
entirely  aaaceptible  of  acquiring  a  snffieient 
qvatitum  of  Knowledee  to  govern  their  own 
concerns;  and,  secondly,  that  it  is  absolntely 
neceasary  that  the  General  Government  shonld 
do  all  in  her  power  to  indnce  the  Indians  to 
remove  to  a  territory  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
Btatea.  Aa  much  as  I  wish  to  aet  the  Indiana 
independent,  prosperons,  and  happy,  I  do  not 
wish  to  see  them  eatablish  aeparate  and  inde- 
pendent Governments  within  the  bonndaries 
and  Jurisdiction  of  the  sovereign  and  independ- 
ent States,  ea  snch  a  clashing  of  jurisdiction 
conld  not  bat  prove'  destrnctlTe  of  that  feelins 
of  kindnE«s  wnioh  I  wish  to  aee  manifested 
towards  them  by  the  whitea. 

Jt  is  not  my  pnrpOHe,  mr,  at  this  time,  to  go 
into  the  details  of  the  conrse  to  be  pursued  by 
the  Government,  provided  this  appropriation 
should  paaa,  and  a  favorable  report  shonld  be 
returned  to  the  next  Congress  by  the  conunis- 
sioners  and  depnties.  It  will  be  time  enough 
to  arrange  the  details  at  tlie  next  season  of 
Congress,  when  we  shall  have  the  additional 
light  of  the  report  before  ns. 

Sir,  some  gentiemen  appear  to  dread  the  ef- 
fects of  this  policy  of  concentrating  the  Indians 
in  one  section  of  the  country,  supposing  that 
we  shall  thereby  render  them  more  formidable 
against  ns,  provided  they  should  become  hostile 
to  the  whites.  There  may  be  something  in 
this  ol^ectionj  but  I  do  not  apprehend  that 
any  seriooa  inconvenience  can  ever  resolt  to 
the  United  States  from  snch  a  concentration. 
They  know  that  they  have  felt  our  power,  and 
they  would  moat  cirefully  avoid  ^ving  ns 
cause  to  exert  our  power,  and  direct  onr  arms 
against  them.  Besides,  I  believe  the  cbar^  of 
ingratitude  cannot  be  made,  with  propriety, 
aguost  the  Indians,  and  I  have  every  reason  to 
believe  that  they  will  be  gratefol  to  ns  as  their 
benefactors,  shonld  we  relieve  them.  The 
recollection  of  past  ii^uries  will  be  buried  and 
forgotten  in  fe^inzs  of  gratitude  for  your  phil- 
anuiropy  and  kin£iess.  Sir,  as  an  evidence  that 
this  feeUng  of  gratitude  is  not  extinct  in  the 
Indian  breast,  I  beg  leave  to  relate  an  aneodote, 
the  truth  of  which  I  have  no  reason  to  doubt : 
A  ahort  time  before  the  late  treaty  beld  with 
the  Uiami  and  Fattawatamie  Induna,  on  the 


Uississinawa,  in  the  State  of  Indiana,  a  Fatta- 
watamie Chiel^  by  the  name  of  Legro,  was  at 
Fort  Wayne,  and  being  very  mnch  intoxicated, 
be  got  into  some  difficulty  with  the  other  Indiana, 
and  was  very  much  abnsed  by  them ;  in  thia 
aitnation  he  was  fonnd  in  Uta  street  by  a  littie 
girl,  the  daughter  of  a  gentieman  of  that  plaoc^ 
who  had  bim  taken  to  her  father's  kitohen, 
where  ahe  continued  to  give  him  nourishment 
for  several  days.  Before  be  left,  having  re- 
covered, he  promised  to  get  her  a  reservation 
of  land  at  the  treaty  then  shortly  to  be  bolden. 
AcconUngly  he  attended  the  treaty,  and  had 
half  a  section  of  land  inserted  for  her,  as  a  do- 
nation  irom  the  Indians,  which  the  oommiesion- 
ers  on  the  port  of  the  tlnitcd  States  ordered  to 
l>e  stricken  out;  no  sooner  did  the  old  obief 
learn  from  the  interpreter  that  the  reservation 
was  stricken  out,  than  he  rose  indignantly  in 
the  Ck>nncil  House,  and  belbre  his  nation  re- 
quired it  to  be  inserted  again,  atatinE,  that, 
unless  it  was  done,  he  would  never  sign  the 
treaty  \  that  she  had  been  kind  to  him,  and  he 
woold  remember  her.  The  commissionera  were 
induced,  under  the  circumstances,  to  permit 
her  name  to  be  reinserted,  and  ahe  actually  re- 
ceived the  reservation. 

Sir,  a  remark  that  fell  from  the  genti^nan^ 
from  UisBouri  (Ur.  Bates)  on  yest^ay  rela- 
tive to  the  removal  of  tiie  Delaware  Indians, 
made  a  strong  impreasion  on  my  mind.     That 

Kntleman  complained  that  the  Delaware*  ore 
uited  in  the  vicinity  of  Missonri.  Is  it  poeu- 
ble,  sir,  that,  in  so  few  years,  the  remnant  of 
the  Sli  Kations,  who  inhabited  and  owned  the 
country  on  the  Delaware  and  Bnsquehanna 
Bivera,  and  who  were  so  powerful  once  as  to 

£'  re  laws  to  the  whole  aboriginal  population  in 
e  middle  section  of  the  country,  cannot  now 
find  a  resting  place  this  side  of  the  Booky 
Uoantunst     That  remnant  lelt  the  State  of 


gentieman,  in  what  port  of  that  district  of 
country  tbey  had  stopped.  I  do  hope  they 
may  shortly  find  a  resting  place,  where  they 
will  not  be  again  dietnrbea :  tbey  .have  for 
years  been  the  warm  friends  of  the  United 
Btatea,  and  we  ought  to  protect  them. 

Bir,  ia  the  oommittee  pr^hred,  let  me  ask, 
to  support  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman, 
or  will  tiie  committee  rather  adopt  the  policy 
reeotomended  by  two  Adminisb«tiona  of  the 
General  Government,  by  the  Ifisnonaries,  by 
the  Agents,  and  by  the  snoceasive  Committeea 
on  Indian  Afiairs  t  The  appropriation  to  ena- 
ble the  Government  to  comply  with  ita  con- 
tract with  the  Creek  Indians,  is  not  attempted 
to  be  stricken  out.  Why,  let  me  aik,  shall  we 
make  a  distinction  between  the  Oreeka  and  the 
Cherokees  and  other  Indians?  We  all  know 
the  difficulty  which  has  ^ated,  and  which  still 
exists,  though  in  a  less  degree  than  formerly, 
in  Georgia,  relative  to  this  matter,  and  bow 
dedrable  it  is  to  the  State  and  General  Gov- 
that  it  should  be  amicably  and  finally 
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■ObiL  Si,  I  Imow  Qmm^  ia  tuooh  oenanred 
in  oooseqneDoe  of  this  diffioolty ;  u  to  mrself, 
I  baTS  had  tome  omwuor  to  took  into  that 
aaettioa  rinoe  I  hAve  been  a  memlMr  of  the 
OonmuUae  on  Indian  AfiUre,  and,  from  all  that 
I  em  learn  ob  the  nibj«ct,  Qeorgia  has  not 
oomplained  vithont  some  oaose.  But,  if  the 
amandiaait  at  the  gentleman  does  not  prevBiL 
that  aBbarraaaing  aalgeat  can  be  finally  Httled 
to  lh»  Mtiafaetion  of  all  psrtiaa.  Sir,  to  those 
gantlcmeB  who  view  thia  antyeot  in  a  peonniarj 
poiBt  of  Tiew,  I  moat  aay,  tliat  If  we  can  induce 
tba  ltM<iai>«  to  beliere  tbat  the  conntry  which 
va  propoae  for  thnr  final  location,  will  answer 
thnr  parpose,  we  ihall  t>e  able  to  make  the  oz- 
ehange  for  the  landa  on  which  the  Indians  now 
node  greatly  to  tb«  peonniarj  advantage  of 
the  nmtcid  Statea. 

Let  na  then,  tor,  porvno  that  conracL  relative 
to  thia  qneation,  woich  will  redonnd  to  oar 
^orj  and  the  preaent,  f ntore,  and  et«inal  hap- 
pinaaa  of  the  Indiana, 

Mr.  VooDC,  <a  Ohio,  roae  and  add,  that,  bav- 
ing  anlnnittad  the  motion  now  before  the  com- 
■      *         1  it  pr 
,tiie  re 

the  amendment  I  did  not 
brinxthis qntation  before  the  oommittee,  (said 
Ifr.  W.)  It  waa  bronsbt  forward  bj  the  hon- 
onAile  Chairman  of  the  OommittM  of  Weja 
and  Heana,  8anoti<Kied  by  the  recommendation 
of  the  0«Hnn)ittea  on  Indian  AfflurB.  I  did  ex- 
pect KKne  notice,  t>efore  tills  Bnbject  would 
naTe  been  taken  np ;  and  tliat,  on  the  bill  re- 
ported bj  tlie  ContmitCee  on  Indian  Affairs, 
sod  now  aiDOag  the  orders  of  the  day,  tbla 
qnestion,  in  all  ita  relations,  would  have  been 
nilly  oontidBred.  Bach  is  not,  however,  the 
oooree  ailc^ted  by  that  committee. 

I  have  always  thonght,  the  ordinary  ^pro- 
priatioa  bills  shoold  not  be  embBrnuwed  by 
any  new  measures.    They  sbonld  be  confined 


1  by  the  gentieman  from  Sonth  Oarofina, 
(Hr,  MoDuma,)  is  similar  to  the  one  making 
qipropriations  for  the  Indian  Department, 
which  has,  for  several  years,  been  rt^olarly 
liaaanl  I  may  »k,  sir,  why  we  shonld,  in  this 
enae,  depart  from  the  nsaal  mode  of  proceeding, 
and  now  bring  (brward  this  propontion  discoa- 
nttbui  from  the  moat  impOTtant  parts  of  the 
OTicinal  meaanre!  I  do  not  oomplain  or  find 
CuUtt  with  gentlemen  for  the  coarse  they  have 
taken.  I  am  ready  to  meet  the  question,  by 
my  Tota,  as  promptly,  now,  as  at  any  other 
tine.  Indeed,  I  am  glad,  Mr.  Obairman,  tliat 
dus  meaanre  is  tbna  bron^ht  forward,  and  that 
it  standa  before  ns  in  its  proper  form  and 
■ikwlniwn,  atripped  of  the  pretence  of  diain- 
tmated  hnmanity,  which  has  been  thrown 
aroond  iL  It  is  now  presented  in  ita  b^ie 
dkaract«r,  as  a  meaanre,  not  for  the  benefit  of 
the  Indiana — not  for  their  civilization  and 
pKiervation — but  for  onr  interest,  and  only 
oar  interest.     This  apprt^rialioa  la  aaked,  as 


the  meona  to  effect  meaaorea  for  the  removal 
of  the  Indiana  ont  of  the  limits  of  onr  States 
and  Territories,  that  they  m^,  by  oar  aid,  trtdl 
their  l)odie8  into  the  wilderness,  and  die  where 
onr  delicacy  and  onr  senses  may  not  be  offend- 
ed by  their  nnbnried  carcasses. 

What  waa  the  proportion  recommended  by 
oar  lato  Ezecntive  Mai^strate  t  It  was  fbr  the 
establishment  of  a  Territiffial  Qovemment  over 
the  Indiana  for  thdr  preaervation  and  oiviliaar 
tion — for  th^  t>enefit  and  not  for  onrs.  The 
bill  reported  at  the  first  aesrion  of  the  last  Oon- 
greas,  which  I  now  liave  in  my  hand,  provided 
for  the  location  of  the  Indum  trities  some- 
where west  of  the  Hiaaisrippi  Kver,  and  north 
or  west  of  the  State  of  ICwoarl  It  proposed 
to  create  all  the  paraphernalia  of  a  Govern- 
ment, not  of  the  Indiana  themselves,  in  wttiob 
their  laws  and  manners  were  to  prevail,  bat  in 
which  oar  laws  were  to  be  adminiatered  by  onr 
officers,  and  enforced  by  onr  soldiers.  Is  the 
meaanre  now  anbmitted  to  na  fay  the  amend- 
ment of  the  gentleman  from  Booth  Carolina, 
(Mr.  UoBnmi,)  the  same  which  was  Urns  re- 
oommended  by  the  EzeoativeL  and  sanctioned 
by  the  Committee  on  Indian  AfiUrs  by  whom 
it  waa  brought  before  Oongreae,  ia  the  bill  re- 
ported by  them  to  thia  House  t  No,  air.  That 
bill,  which  I  supposed  would  be  brought  foi^ 
ward,  and  acted  on,  is  now  abandoned  by  its 
frienda.  The  maaaore  la  atript  of  ita  prominent 
features.  The  gentlemen  who  recommended 
it  as  a  scheme  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians,  no 
longer  place  it  on  that  ground.  The  amend- 
ment now  offered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina  goea  fiulher,  mnch  farther,  than  the 
biU  and  report  from  the  Committee  on  Indian 
AfiTdr^  now  among  the  orders  of  the  day. 
That  bill  contains,  in  its  provisions,  nothing 
which  bears  even  a  resemblance  to  the  grand 
scheme  formerly  presented  to  us.  It  baa 
dwindled  down  almoattonoQiing.  It  aska  leas 
than  the  sum  required  for  the  expenses  of 
holding  an  ordinary  Indian  treaty.  It  only 
proposes  to  appropriate  $1B,000  to  defray  the 
ezpensea  of  making  an  examination  of  the 
□oQotry  west  of  thelCafdssippi,  by  the  Indiana. 
But  as  thia  proposition  now  offered,  is  to  snper- 
aede  that  bill,  and  placea  the  question  upon 
broader  groimds  involving  the  whole  marite  of 
the  proposed  meaanre,  we  mt(f  aa  well  now  dis- 
cuss the  qnostion  upon  its  general  prinuplet, 
which  go  to  the  foundation  of  all  onr  Indian 
relations.  So  far  aa  the  State  of  Oeoigia  is 
concerned,  we  have  done  forever  wi£  the 
difficnltiea  between  that  Stata  and  the  Creeks. 
It  is  DOW  a  matter  of  no  more  interest  to  Geor- 
^a  than  to  Ohio,  whether  Gte  Indiana  ahall  be 
removed  west  of  the  Misaisaippi  or  driven  into 
the  Golf  of  Uexioo.  Tlie  Creeks  have  ceded 
to  us  the  last  acre  of  their  land  in  G^rgia, 
and  the  provision  of  the  treaty^  by  which  the 
United  States  were  bound  to  aid  them  in  re- 
moving west  of  the  IQseissippl.  has  already  ex- 
pired. I  shall  therefore  oonaiaer  this  qOMtion 
on  ita  broad  and  ganeral  prindplea. 
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We  ore  told,  rir,  that  this  a  meaBora  neoes- 
M17  for  the  h^tpinew  aod  pr«Mrvatioii  of  the 
Indiana — that  we  mmt  adopt  it,  or  they  will 
perish,  and  become  extinct  as  a  people.  I  do 
not  believe  this  is  the  only  way  m  which  we 
ooQ  UTe  the  lodissH,  or  promote  their  happi- 
neos.  Id  my  opinion^  this  measure  would  ef- 
fect more  rapidlj  theu  extiuotioii.  Instead  of 
bring  entitled  "An  act  for  the  preeervation 
■ad  driliEatioii  of  the  Indian  tribes  within  the 
Umted  States,"  it  ehonld  be  called  a  scheme 
their  speedy  extenmnation.  If  the  Indiana 
camiot  lire  on  the  rich  and  fertile  lands  Which 
they  now  own,  they  can  lire  nowhere.  When 
gentlemen  call  npon  ns  to  sanction  this  ae  a 
measure  of  homanitjr,  it  may  be  proper  to  con- 
sider whether  the  soma  necessary  to  carry  into 
eO^  this  plan,  oonid  not  be  more  benef  ciallT 
expended,  by  the  adoption  of  a  policy  whiui 
wonld  elevate  and  improve  the  Indian  oharao- 
ter,  and  tecore  their  happineaa,  without  re- 
moving them  from  tiieir  present  poonemiona 
and  bomee. 

Let  US,  sir,  for  a  moment,  inqoire  where  the 
Indiana  are  to  be  removed.  We  are  informed 
it  is  int«iided  to  plant  them  west  of  the  Uisds- 
sippL  This  ia  a  pretty  extensive  region,  and 
we  might  as  well  at  onoe  send  them  west  of 
the  Rocky  Itonntains,  to  people  the  new  ter- 
ritory proposed  to  be  estabiiahed  by  an  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr  Flotd.) 
They  wonld  there  have  one  advantage,  which 
genUemen  deem  of  great  importance :  they 
wonld  not  soon  be  intruded  npon  by  our  cit- 
izens  and  settlements.  I  am  aware  that  I  may 
be  told  that  I  know  nothing  about  the  Indiana, 
or  the  system  to  be  established  for  their  Gov- 
ernment, or  of  the  country  to  which  they  are 
to  be  sent  This  may  be  tme.  I  do  not  pre- 
tend to  any  great  knowledge  on  the  snlgeet, 
bnt  am  willing  to  learn  from  others,  and  to  ob- 
tain information  from  those  who  have  bronght 
this  rneasnre  before  ne  for  our  sanction.  Let 
me  ask  these  gentlemen  if  they  have  examined 
this  oonotry  t  Do  yon  know  whether  it  is 
soitable  to  the  eircDmatanoes  and  neoeeaitlea  of 
the  Indiana  t  Their  answer  ia,  no ;  we  know 
nothing  abont  these  matters,  but  first  adopt 
the  scheme, — provide  that  tne  Indians  moat 
remove  west  of  the  Mississippi — let  us  decide 
that  we  will  drive  them  from  flieir  lands  whieh 
we  want  to  oocnpy ;  and  then,  air,  we  will 
send  our  agents  and  commissioners  with  the 
Indians,  to  examine  this  oonntry.  Onr  agents 
can  be  instructed  to  pnrsne  snch  meoanres  as 
will  obtun  the  consent  of  the  chiefs  and  head 
men  of  the  tribes,  who  can  be  drilled  into  ac- 

3nie»oence  with  onr  plans.  There  will  be  no 
anger  of  the  failnre  of  the  measures,  provided 
onr  commissioners  have  in  their  pockets,  a 
"  la^  amount  of  means,  as  an  auxiliary  aid." 

Snch,  ur,  ia  anbatantjally  the  language  of 
this  meaaore.  Gentlemen  who  have  talked  so 
londly  of  the  expenditure  of  the  "  contingen- 
cies," and  of  the  oormpting  Inflaence  of  the 
money  and    patronage    of  the    Government, 


-,  1B28. 

shonld  reflect  on  this  anbjeot.  Here  they  may 
find  a  pertinent  occasion  for  their  scmtlny. 
We  know  that  the  lands  now  owned  by  the  In- 
diana are  fertile  and  valnable.  It  is  this  which 
E'  'ea  activity  to  oar  sympathies.  But  we 
ow  nothing  of  the  country  to  which  we  pro- 
poae  to  remove  them.  The  Secretary  of  War 
was  called  npon  by  a  resdution  of  this  House 
to  give  OS  the  specific  information  possessed  by 
the  Department  on  the  eal^ect,  and  to  etate 
"  whether  the  Indiana  are  acquainted  with  tin 
nature  and  tdtnation  of  the  oonntry  to  which 
they  are  to  be  removed ;  and  to  what  particu- 
lar district  of  country  west  of  the  Mississippi 
they  ought  to  be  removed  t  "  (See  Journal  of 
lS20-'7,  page  flS.) — To  these  inquiries  we  re- 
ceived an  answer  infbnnin^  oa  that  "  the  In- 
diana are  not  aoquainted  with  the  nature  atid 
situation  of  the  oonntry  to  which  we  propose 
to  remove  them ;  "  and,  V  that,  as  no  examina- 
tion had  been  made  with  a  view  to  its  occo- 
psnoy  by  the  triljea  now  in  the  States  east  rf 
the  Mississippi,  it  cannot  be  known  what  par- 
ticular district  of  oonntry  weat  of  MiBsiseippl 
they  ought  to  oocnpy."  (See  Ex.  Doe.  SB,  of 
18a8-'7.)  Suchj  sir  ia  our  ignoranoe  npon  this 
subject;  such  is  the  profonnd  ignoranoe  of 
those  who  have  pressed  this  measure  upon  us. 
Tet  we  are  cealonsly  called  upon  by  gentlemen 
to  j^ve  it  the  sanction  of  our  approbation. 

I  wilt  DOW,  Ur.  Chairman,  examine  into  the 
situation  of  the  country  which  the  Indians  now 
poaeese  within  the  limits  of  the  several  States; 
and  into  the  advantages  which  they  eqjoy  in 
their  present  homes.  The  Indian  lands  lying 
within  our  borders  is  that  portion  of  their  orig- 
inal poasesalona  whieh  they  have  never  aold  or 
transferred  to  us,  or  to  any  other  GovemmenL 
We  are  told  by  one  of  our  sovereign  States, 
while  urging  nptni  us  her  claims  to  Uie  Indian 
country  within  ber  limits,  that  it  belongs  to 
her,  and  that  she  most  and  she  will  have  it ; 
that  we  are  bonnd,  at  all  hazards,  "and  with- 
out regard  to  terms,  to  procure  it."  (See  Doc. 
109,  page  13.)  Sir,  the  same  argument  may 
be  urged,  or  rather  the  same  language  may  tie 
used  by  all  the  other  States,  within  the  limits 
of  which  there  is  sny  Indian  territory.  It  was 
by  virtue  of  the  same  sovereign  right,  that  the 
Pope,  in  the  name  of  St.  Peter,  gave  to  Spain 
all  the  countries  which  Oolumbua  discovered. 
It  is  the  right  which  power  gives,  and  not  justice. 
Shall  we  be  told  that  Congress  is  to  disr^ard 
the  right  of  die  Indians  t  That  the  lan£  on 
which  they  now  reside  shall  be  taken  ttom 
them  "  without  regard  to  terms  t"  That  it  ia 
the  intarest — the  determination — the  settled 
policy  of  the  United  States,  "  at  all  haxards," 
to  drive  them  from  their  country  and  homes? 
I  hope  not,  sir ;  for  the  honor  of  my  country,  I 
hope  not  I  may  be  told  that  I  am  unacquaint' 
ed  with  the  true  interest  of  the  Indians,  and 
that  they  are  in  the  most  wretched  and  miser- 
able idtuation  where  they  now  reside.  I  will, 
Ur.  Cburman,  refer  you  to  the  informatioa 
given  to  us  by  the  Indian  Department,  and  by 
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tk  igaOe  of  OBT  GoTcnuneot.  The  facts 
Med  br  Ibeatt  agmtA,  sad  in  the  docamBntB 
la  ■hiefa  I  will  reftr,  faav*  been  freqaeatly  re- 
ikntad,  Hid  if  nntrae^  would  long  rince  hare 
been  fd!;  Hapmr^A,  Th»  whole  nnmber  of 
the  Ibar  brgNt  aations  witUn  the  Umita  of  the 
StaiEi,  19  gWed  at  more  than  fiftj-fimr  thoa- 
HDd.  IV  a«eka,  30,000;  th«  OherolMOS,  9,000 ; 
Ckoctns,  11,000;  and  tfaeOhickuaws,  S,62S. 
K  iffara,  from  mora  raoent  infonnadoiL 
ttal  tte  nnnb«r  ia  probably  mnch  gr«at«r  sod 
BnptDj  infiTcssmg.  These  Indiana  enjoj  all 
Ik  adrantagea  wluch  onr  own  dtizenn  in  ogr 
H*  Slatea  and  letUeDients  poaseaa,  ^xept  the 
fsGiial  ri^Ua  and  privileges  of  wblch  we  de- 
[rire  them.  If  tiMjr  are  d^raded  and  wretoh- 
td,  I  bdiera  it  ia  ooearioned  bj  oar  iqJQstioe 
iiii  munrwinn  Let  na,  bj  extending  to  them 
BoGtieal  ri^ts  and  priTlugea,  and  hj  the  in- 
BDCBce  of  edneadon,  remOTe  tlie  canae  of  their 
Duni  il^tiailalliiii,  and  they  will  aoon  stand  on 
m  high  an  deralMn  aa  that  oocnpied  hj  onr- 
tdtta.  To  prove  that  these  Indians  are  not  in 
tba  winched  and  d^raded  aitoation  which  ia 
Rated  by  inai^,  I  will  torn  the  attention  of  the 
coemuttee  to  Ute  docnment  vhioh  accompanied 
Uw  bill  fbnnerly  rMKirted  bj  the  Committee 
on  Indian  ASkira.  In  this  docnment,  the  6ec- 
ratary  ot  War  informs  os,  that  schools  have 
been  retaMiatrmI,  hj  the  aid  of  private  as  well 
■  paUie  donatifHiS)  for  the  ioBtrnction  of  their 
footba.  Tliey  have  beoi  persnaded  to  abandon 
fiw  -*•— * — to  local*  themselves,  and  become 
eohivatMB  of  the  eoil.  Implements  of  haa- 
hendfT  and  domeatio  auimiUa  have  been  pre- 
aented  to  tbcm,  and  all  of  these  things  have 
been  done,  aeeompaiued  with  profeaama  of 
disintcrtatad  foBeitnde  for  their  happineas. 
Tielding  to  theae  t«mpttlion^  aome  of  them 
ban  fcdamiad  the  foreat,  i^nted  their  or- 
ehaid^  and  erected  hoosea  not  only  for  their 
abode,  bat  lor  the  adminiatration  of  Joatioe, 
and  for  lallgioaa  worafaip.  And  when  they 
have  eo  done,  yoa  tend  your  agent  to  tell  them 
tbej  mnst  snrnnder  tbMr  country  to  the  white 
am,  aad  recommit  themadvea  to  some  new 
desert,  and  anbetitnte,  aa  the  means  of  their 
■afaaiatenoe,  tlie  precarions  chaae  for  the  oer- 
tHsty  of  cnltiration.  "  I  will  add,"  oonlinnes 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  another  part  of  thia 
eotamnnication,  that  *'  the  end  propeaed  is  the 
happiaca  of  the  Indiana ;  the  means  of  its  ao~ 
eomi^Kdunent  their  progressive,  and,  flnallj, 
tbmr  <0m|dete  dvilization.  The  obMaoles  to 
■UL  ueaiareiJieirignonuioe^  their  prejadioee,  their 
repggnance  to  l^or,  thdr  wanaering  propenai- 
ti«^  and  the  oncwtainty  of  the  fatnre.  I 
woold  Hideavor  to  overcome  these  by  aohoola, 
by  a  dlstribatioQ  of  land  in  individoal  ri^t,  by 
a  permanent  social  eatobliahmeut,  which  should 
reqoire  the  perfomunce  of  social  daties."  (See 
Ex.  Doca.  of  ie25-'<l,  Doo.  102.)  This,  sir,  ia 
the  language  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  (Ur. 
Barbour.)  a  langnsge  which  doea  eqnal  honor 
to  the  head  tai  to  the  heart  of  that  distin- 
taiihed 


Let  me  now,  Hr.  Ohuimon,  turn  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  more  directly  to  the  pres- 
ent situation  of  the  several  tribes  or  DBtiDoH  to 
which  I  have  before  referred.  What,  m".!* 
the  ritnation  of  the  Oherokee  Indians!  We 
are  told,  in  the  same  docnment  to  which  I  last 
referred,  that,  in  the  Oherokee  country,  "  horses 
are  plenty,  and  ore  need  for  servile  pnrposee. 
Nomerons  flocks  of  sheep,  ftosts,  and  Hwin& 
cover  the  valleys  and  Mils.  On  TcDnessee  and 
UatansUa  Riven,  Cherokee  oommeroe  floats. 
The  climate  is  delioiona  and  healthy.  In  the 
plains  and  valleys,  the  soil  ia  rich,  prodndng 
Indian  com,  cotton,  tobacco,  wheat,  oats,  in- 
^go.  sweet  and  Irish  potatoes.  Apple  and 
peaoa  orchards  are  quite  common.  Butter  and 
cheese  are  now  on  Oherokee  tables.  There  are 
many  pabUc  roads  in  the  nation;  andhousea 
of  entertainment  are  kept  by  the  natives. 
Numerous  and  flourishing  villages  are  seen  in 
every  part  of  the  country.  Industry  and  com- 
mercial enterprise  ore  extending  themselves  in 
every  part  of  the  conntry.  Nearly  all  the  mer- 
chants in  the  country  are  native  Cherokees, 
Agricultural  pursuits  engage  the  chief  atten- 
tion of  the  people.  The  population  is  rapidly 
increaaing."  "The  oensua  taken  this  year, 
(1836,)  shows  that  there  are  lS,Ce8  native  dt- 
izeuB ;  147  white  men  and  78  white  women  are 
married  into  the  nation;  and  they  have  1,377 
AtVican  slaves."  Are  not  these  people,  sir,  in 
the  poBseasion  of  all  wo  propose  to  pive  them — 
of  all  their  warmest  frjends  promise  them,  in 
the  new  home  in  which  they  wish  to  place  the 
Indians  t  I  ask  gentlemen,  why  we  should  re- 
move them  fhim  this  situation  t  It  is  our  in- 
terest,  and  not  theirs,  which  prompts  ns  to  this 
measure,  and  warms  our  unasked  benevolence 
into  aetion.  What  is  the  situation  of  the  Chick- 
asaw tribe  I  I  will  turn  gentlemen  to  the  re- 
port of  the  special  agent  who  has  Just  visited 
this  nation.  He  informs  us,  that  "  the  popula- 
tdon  of  the  Chiokaeaws  may  be  put  down  at 
four  thousand.  They  have  increased  abont 
four  hundfed  within  the  last  Sve  or  six  years." 
He  says,  "  I  will  suppose  the  families  to  average 
five  souls,  which  will  give  eight  hundred 
houses.  The  nnmber  of  mills,  it  ia  believed, 
does  not  exceed  teu.  The  workshops  I  do  not 
think  exceed  fifty.  Their  orchards  are  few 
and  limited  in  extent.  Their  tenoea  may  be 
estimated  to  have  cost  fifty  thousand  dollars," 
Th^  stock  of  all  kinds,  averaging  two  hones, 
two  cows,  and  five  hogs  aud  a  dozen  poultry, 
to  eooh  (kmily,  this  agent  estimates  at  eighty 
four  thousand  eight  hundred  dollara,  (see  Doe. 
2,  page  ITe.)  It  is  to  remove  these  [ 
who  are  thus  increasing,  in  a  ratio  as  ri 
the  most  flourishing  port  of  the  United  States, 
from  the  homes  in  which  they  already  eqjoy 
so  many  comforte  and  advantages,  to  some 
happy  Elysion  fields,  tbat  gentlemen  have  seen 
in  their  imagination,  but  which  exist  nowhere 
else,  that  we  are  so  earnestly  solidted  to  make 
this  appropriation. 

The  present   situation  of  the   Indiana,  ai 
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proved  by  the  doonments  to  which  I  hare  re- 
fiGrred,  is  not  worse,  Id  r^ard  to  the  means 
which  they  possess  of  obtnining  BDbsisteDce, 
and  the  ordinar]'  comforts  of  domMtic  life,  than 
tliat  of  thoasands  of  ovr  own  hardj  and  inde- 
pendent yeomen,  who  are  the  pioneers  of  a 
more  dense  popalation.  Among  our  own  cit- 
izens io  the  new  BUtes,  we  will  not  find,  in  a 
population  of  foor  thousand,  more  than  eight 
hondred  hooses,  t«n  mills,  and  fifty  workshops. 
Yet,  sir.  with  all  this  evidence  before  na,  gen- 
tlemen insist  that  these  Indians  are  a  wretched 
and  miserable  pteople,  who  can  be  preserved  tn 
no  other  way,  than  by  removing  them  into  the 
wildemees,  to  seek  their  enbaistenoe  hy  pnr- 
aning  the  game  of  the  forest.  In  my  opinion, 
sir,  nothing  more  is  necessary  to  make  them 
prosperoDB  and  happy,  than  to  extend  to  them 
the  righte  of  a  free  peot^  lixk^  them  a  por- 
tion of  the  great  American  family. 

Sir,  I  am  in  favor  of  the  policy  propased  and 
pursned  hy  the  late  Secretair  of  War,  (Mr. 
Calhoon.)  The  system  which  he  first  proposed 
to  OongresB,  and  to  the  nation,  and  which  had 
long  before  been  sanctioned  by  the  recom- 
mendation of  several  of  oar  wisest  and  greatest 
statesmen,  was  to  extend  to  them  the  advan- 
tages of  civilization,  not  by  driving  them  from 
their  lands  into  the  wilds  of  the  nntrodden  for- 
est, but  by  a  system  of  education,  which  would 
teach  the  Indian,  and  particularly  his  children, 
the  pnrsaitfi  and  the  nabits  of  civilized  man, 
and  thns  make  his  present  home  more  valuable 
to  him.  In  nrging  this  sobject  npon  the  con- 
sideration of  OoDgresa,  lit.  Calhoun  says,  "  it 
will  require  the  enUghtened  co-operation  of  the 
Gener^  Government,  and  of  the  States  within 
which  the  Indians  may  reside.  With  zealons 
and  enlightened  co-operation  it  is,  however,  be- 
lieved, that  all  difSomties  may  be  sormonnted, 
and  this  wretched,  bnt,  in  many  respects,  noble 
race,  be  ultimately  brooght  within  the  pole  of 
civilization.  Preparatory  to  so  radical  a  change 
in  onr  relations  towards  them,  the  system  of 
education  which  has  been  adopted,  onght  to  be 
put  into  extensive  and  active  operation.  This 
Is  the  foandation  of  all  other  improvements. 
It  oo^ht  grsdoall}'  to  be  followed  by  a  plain 
and  sunple  form  of  Government,  such  as  has 
been  adopted  hy  tlie  Cherokeea.  A  proper 
compression  of  thwr  letUement^  and  a  division 
of  their  landed  property.  By  introdncing 
gradoally  end  jndicionsly  those  improvements, 
they  will  ultimately  attain  snch  a  state  of  intel- 
ligenoe  indnstry,  and  civilization,  as  to  prepare 
the  way  for  a  complete  eitenuon  of  onr  laws 
and  anthority  over  them."  (Ex.  Doca,  of 
18Sl-'2  vol.  4,  Doc.  6B.) 

Sir,  this  is  the  language  and  the  reoom- 
mendationa  of  the  statesman  who  lat«ly  pre- 
sided over  the  War  Department  vrith  so  much 
distinction.  He  did  not  dream  of  propodog  the 
scheme  which  is  now  ui^ed  with  so  mnch  zeaL 
He  wished  to  provoke  no  anory  oollinons  in 
this  work  of  homonit^,  of  justice.  Let  na 
banish  from  our  oonnoila  the  narrow  feelings 
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of  self-interest,  and  ^ve  to  the  Indians  a  right 
to  the  soil  which  they  possess — or,  rather,  let 
ns  have  tihe  magnanimity  to  acknowled^  that 
they  have  now  that  rig^t.  Let  the  Indiana  be 
the  owners  of  the  soil  in  fee— let  the  right  ot 
individual  property  be  estanded  to  thwi — let 
the  strong  passion  awakcmed  in  the  homan  bo- 
som by  Bolr-intereat,  be  called  into  action,  and 
they  will  no  longer  be  a  degraded  peopleu 
They  will  stand  npon  the  proud  eminence  of 
Americans.  They  will  feel  no  shame  on  aooonut 
of  their  ori^n.  Ko,  sir,  it  will  be  to  them  a 
scarce  of  oonsoions  pride.  I  might  aappcMl 
tbeee  views  by  the  opinions  of  many  Mntlo- 
men  well  acquainted  with  the  saltJect.  I  will 
refer  to  one.  l£r.  Uerriwether,  of  Georna, 
formerly  a  member  of  this  Bonae,  remarked  to 
me,  that  "  the  only  way  to  elevate  the  Indian, 
is  to  pve  him  property."  He  Mid,  "  ^ve  an 
Indian  a  dave,  and  ne  at  onoe  becomes  a  man." 
I  say  give  him  property  much  more  valuable^ 
give  him  the  rignts  of  a  freeholder  and  n 
dticen. 

But,  sir,  we  are  told  that  the  Indians  are 
oppressed  hy  Uie  encroachments  of  the  white 
popalation  which  surroonds  them;  that  th^ 
are  trampled  on  and  oppressed  by  onr  own  ^U- 
zens.  This,  ur,  is  a  poor  encomium,  on  onr 
people — a  wretobed  oompliment  to  the  nation. 
While  we  are  talking  abont  our  juatjoe,  onr 

enenwity — oar  feetinKS  of  humanity  for  the 
dians — in  the  same  breath  we  say,  that  onr 
cilJzens — that  the  American  people — with  mth- 
leaa  violence  and  iq]nstice,  are  trampling  the 
weak  remnant  of  these  onee  powerful  nuona 
into  dost.  If  we  cannot  protect  them  withiD 
the  limits  of  our  State  Qovemments,  In  right 
of  oar  courts  of  justice,  and  within  reach  of 
the  arm  of  the  laws,  we  cannot  protect  them 
when  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  onr  laws, 
and  out  of  the  limits  of  any  organized  civil 
government.  Sir,  this  system,  spun  out  of 
wild  theories,  is  all  a  dream — it  is  an  TJtoi»«i 
scheme.  If  yon  cannot  here  stay  the  oppreea- 
ing  hand  of  avarioe,  where  will  yon  remore 
them  to  be  beyond  its  grasp  I  Where  yon  pro- 
pose to  plant  them,  will  not  our  soldiers  be 
placed  over  themt  Will  not  onr  people  anr- 
rouud  them  there  t  Those  who  now  prey 
apon  them  as  vultnres,  wilt  follow  them  to 
their  new  abode.  There  is  no  place  fit  for  the 
residence  of  any  dvUized  people,  east  of  tlie 
Becky  Mountains,  which  has  not  been  viut«d 
by  American  citizens.  A  few  years  ago,  had 
the  proposition  been  made  to  plant  the  Indian 
tribea  in  a  remote  colony,  the  spot  moat  likelj 
to  have  been  selected  would  have  been  north- 
west of  the  Ohio  Eiver,  or,  perhaps,  just  weet 
of  the  Alleghany  Moant^ns.  I  ask  gentlemen 
to  reflect  on  the  conseqnences  of  this  meoanre. 
It  appears  to  me  to  be  a  scheme  by  which  the 
eitension  of  onr  settlements  and  States  is  to 
be  limited  and  restrained,  unless  yon  leave  the 
Indians  exposed  to  all  the  uncertainty,  to  all 
the  evils,  of  which  you  now  complain.  Their 
ritnation  will  be  worse  than  it  now  is.    In  pro- 
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portion  to  th«  distaaoe  to  vhioh  jou  ramove 
jonr  Territorial  OovenuiteDt  from  the  Mat  of 
dM  General  Qovemineat  and  fhnu  its  snpervis- 
iDg  «re,  yoa  aeceaeaxily  iiiareaBe  the  abase*  to 
which  it  will  be  liable.  Toa  majr  hide  the 
oppKsaian  of  these  people  from  the  satioii  bj 
this  measnrcL  bat  7011  will  not  thereby  relieve 
the  pcMir  iDoiaiu  from  its  weight  and  coiiM- 

It  a  sMd,  rir,  that  the  Indians,  while  in  onr 
vidoity  learn  only  onr  tIcm,  and  that  they 
eaonot  be  civilized  here.  I  ask  gentlemen 
what  they  will  gain  by  removiog  them,  when 
the  e»il  ia  not  in  the  Territory  which  they 
inhalnt — not  in  their  local  sitnation — bnt  in  the 
relatkm  in  which  they  stand  to  db  I  Their  oon- 
ditim  cannot  be  improved  by  the  establishment 
of  a  military  despotism  over  them.  If  man 
on  rise  to  a  high  state  of  improvement  nnder 
tbeee  drcnnmtiwoes,  whu«  he  is  taken  IVom 
hslf-cnltivated  fields  and  placed  in  a  wilder- 
Ben,  and  where  be  had  beobme  partially  civil- 
ised, I  confess,  air,  that  I  do  not  nnderstsnd 
the  bmnan  oharaoter.  Instead  of  rising  in 
dviliiation,  be  will  mnfc  beneath  the  despotism 
which  make*  him  little  leas  than  yonr  slave,  or 
ba  will  retnm  again  to  the  chsse,  and  take 
rrfnge  from  yonr  power  and  oppresaion  in  the 
more  remote  depths  of  the  forest  I  do  not 
wisfa,  sir,  to  preserve  the  Indians  in  distinct 
tribes,  or  as  a  separate  people.  I  would  ss  soon 
propott  to  plant  in  our  conntry  a  colony  from 
the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  and  to  provide  that 
they  shooM  always  continue  to  wear  the  Tar- 
tsa  plud,  and  to  speak  the  Highland  dialect, 
as  to  preserve  the  Indiana  among  na  a  distinct 

it.  (Sitfanuui,  I  vlah  to  tnm  the  attention 
of  tiw  committee  to  the  expense  which  will 
attend  this  messnre.  If  adopted,  whether  sno- 
ceasAd  or  not,  the  expense  must  be  incurred. 
Hiis  experiment  is  to  be  made  at  the  hasard  of 
haman  life.  The  happiness,  nay,  sir,  the  exist- 
ence of  one  hundred  thousand  people,  depends 
Bpon  the  donbtfol  success  of  this  nntried  pro- 
ject. Bnt,  if  all  the  arffoments  and  reasons 
"      """'  '"  """  ""'"  leanditspracticability 

ired,  still  it  may  be  pre, . 
e  sobject  in  relation  to  its  d&- 
Ktaada  npon  the  Treasory,  and  onr  disposition 
to  meet  these  demands.  I  will  not  trust  to  my 
own  ew^ectoree  npcm  this  point  I  will  present 
to  the  committee  the  estimstes  which  are  made 
by  the  fiienda  and  advocates  of  this  scheme, 
sad  win  then  aafc  gentiemen  whether  they  are 
D  forward.    I  will  not  take  into 


tbey  stai  hold  in  Georgia.  This  matter  has 
bwo  nreesed  npon  the  committee,  bnt  I  will 
p  to  ezainiiie  it  I  am  ready  and  willing 
il  all  onr  obligations  to  Qeoi^ia,  so  far  as 
*•  can  do  so  in  Justice  to  others,  and  without 
tbe  vidatiofl  of  other  rights.  If,  ur,  I  agree 
with  mj  nei^bor  to  eonvey  to  him  a  olesr 
litl^  in  fee,  for  yonr  fisrm,  and  yon  eboold 
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obstinately  refuse  to  sell  your  land  to  me,  what 
am  I  to  do  I  Have  I  a  right  to  tnm  yon  off 
yonr  land,  and  out  of  your  house,  and  to  seiie 
upon  your  property  I  No,  sir ;  I  l>ecome 
responrible  to  my  neighbor  for  the  damsge  he 
mi^  have  snstained.  I  will  forfeit  the  penaltv 
of  my  obligation ;  bnt  your  titie  remains  good, 
I  am  ready  to  pay  Qeoi^  the  penalty  of  oar 
obllMtion,  If  we  hare  violated  it  Bnt  I  will 
not  do  flagrant  ipjustice  to  Uie  Indians,  even  to 
gratify  a  aovereign  State. 

The  estimate  now  presented  to  ns  of  the  ex- 
pense of  removing  the  Chickasaw  nation  of 
4,000  persons,  amounts  to  nearly  hslf  a  million. 
This  embraces  the  earn  proposed  to  be  paid  for 
their  houses,  farms,  shops,  horses,  and  other 
articles  of  p^«>nal  property ;  and  if  we  calcu- 
late that  the  farms,  houses,  snd  property,  of  the 
other  tribes,  is  as  valuable.  In  proportion  to 
their  nombco^  as  that  of  the  Ohickaaaws,  it 
will  require  more  than  six  millions  of  dollars 
for  this  part  of  the  expense.  The  estimate 
made  for  the  subMstence  of  the  emigrating 
Creeks,  is  twenty  cents  per  day,  or  $78  per 
annum  for  each  individual.  The  amount  of 
this  item  of  the  expense  would  be  about  four 
milliona  of  dollars.  Thus  we  have  the  sum  of 
more  than  ten  millions  of  dollars  as  a  oom- 
menoement ;  wilbont  inolnding  "  contingen- 
cies ;"  and  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
the  Govermnent  to  be  created  in  Una  new 
territory;  and  the  army  to  be  sustained  for 
its  defence ; — without  adding  the  sum  neces- 
sary for  the  establishment  of  schools  and  otiier 
means  of  edncstion.  This  is  not  mj  calonla- 
tion.  It  is  furnished  to  us  by  the  Indian 
Bureau ;  by  the  friends  of  this  scneme — as  the 
foundation  or  data  upon  which  we  are  to  make 
this  appropriation.  I  refer  ^ntlemen  who 
wish  to  examine  this  subject  m  detail,  to  the 
report  of  the  commiainonera  sent  to  treat  with 
the  Chickasaws  and  Cbootaws  in  1636,  printed 
by  the  Senate,  pages  18  and  14;  and  to  the 
document  accompanying  the  President's  mes- 
sage, page  1TB :  also,  to  document  44,  page  ft. 
I  ask  in  behalf  of  the  Indians  only  for  a 
pittance  of  these  enormous  sums,  to  l>e  ex- 
pended in  establialiing  schools  among  the 
Indians,  in  teaching  th^  the  pursuits  of  agri- 
culture and  the  mechanical  arts,  and  in  es- 
tablisfaing  proper  r^ulations  for  their  govern- 
ment, and  for  the  distribution  and  security  of 
their  property.  Sir,  in  the  limgnage  of  the 
late  Secretary  of  War,  let  "  the  system  which 
has  been  adopted,  be  pat  into  eztenrive  and 
active  operation,"  sad  the  reenlt  will  be  In- 
finitely more  honorable  to  ua ;  the  prosperity 
and  happiness  of  the  Indians  will  be  more 
effectually  promoted  and  seonred,  than  by  any 
new  invention  for  th«r  benefit. 

Before  we  carry  the  eighty  thousand  Indian^ 
now  on  this  side  of  tbe  mssiswppi,  over  that 
river,  I  conjure  genUemen  to  look  at  the  situa- 
tion of  the  two  hundred  thousand  which  are 
already  there.  I  ask  the  friends  of  this  measure 
to  prove  the  oorreotnen  of  tbwr  theory,  by 
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organiEing  these  tribei  nnder  tbeir  new  B^stem 
of  GoTernmeat,  by  teaching  tfaem  fa>  respect 
joar  laws,  and  by  learning  tiiem  to  pOTBne  tlie 
ooCDpations,  and  adopt  the  laws  and  habita  of 
otvil&ed  man.  Let  gentlemen  do  this,  and 
come  with  tlie  evidence  of  their  saooess,  and  I 
will  then  believe  in  their  theory;  I  will  then 
vote  for  this  measure.  Bnt,  sir,  while  I  know 
and  have  the  avidenoe  before  me,  to  prove  that 
the  most  powerfol  of  the  Indian  nations,  now 
west  of  tne  Uissiasippi,  living  apon  the  very 
tarritory  to  which  these  are  to  bo  removed,  are 
Btill  more  miserable  and  destitate  than  the  most 
degraded  of  those  for  whose  benefit  gentlemen 
are  ni^g  ns  to  adopt  this  measure,  I  will  not 
consent  to  drive  the  eighty  thonsand  now 
among  ns,  enjoying  the  comforta  of  their  homes 
and  native  land,  into  the  country,  where  they 
can  meet  notbbg  bat  death,  either  by  the  hand 
of  their  enemies  or  by  the  lingering  sufferings 
of  famine.  Onr  ntmost  efforts  ooold  not  pre- 
serve them  in  this  wildemesa,  which  is  already 
filled  with  all  the  horrors  of  Indian  wretehed- 
uera.  The  Indians  already  in  that  region  are 
enjoying  the  fhiits  of  onr  benevolence  and 
hamanity,  by  an  aconmnlation  of  misery  and 
suffering  beyond  a  parallel.  Sir,  I  draw  no 
ima^nary  picture.  I  oannot  portray,  in  lan- 
guage sufficiently  strong,  the  wretchedness  of 
these  people,  now  west  of  the  UiSBiBsiopi, 
where  we  promise  their  brethren  "  a  last 
home,"  where  they  may  flonrish  in  peace  and 
happiness !  I  will  read  to  the  committee  an 
extract  of  a  letter  from  Gov.  Clark,  Super- 
intendent of  the  Indiana  west  of  the  Missis- 
sippi. He  saya  "  the  ritnation  of  the  Indians 
weat  of  the  Misussippi  is  the  most  pitiable 
that  can  be  imagined.  Daring  several  seasons 
in  every  year  Qiey  are  diBlreased  by  famine, 
of  which  many  die  for  want  of  food,  and 
daring  which  the  living  child  is  often  buried 
with  the  dead  mother,  because  none  can  spare 
it  as  much  food  as  would  sustain  it  through  its 
helpless  infancy.  This  description  applies  to 
the  Sioux,  Ossgea,  and  many  others;  but  I 
mention  these,  because  they  are  powerful  tribes. 
and  live  near  oor  borders;  and  my  offloial 
station  enables  me  to  know  the  exact  tmth. 
It  is  in  vein  to  talk  to  people  in  this  situation 
about  learning  and  religion.  They  want  a 
regular  supply  of  food;  and  until  this  is 
obtained,  the  operations  of  the  mind  must  take 
the  Instinct  of  mere  animals,  and  be  confined 
to  warding  off  hunger  and  cold." 

Ur.  Molixm,  of  Ohio,  Chairman  of  the  Oom- 
niittee  on  Indian  Affturs,  said,  that  it  was  with 
great  reluctance,  and  unaffected  embarraae- 
meat,  that  he  rose  at  that  late  hour  of  the  day, 
after  the  already  protracted  discussian,  to  which 
the  subject  had  unexpectedly  given  rise,  to 
Ibrow  himself  upon  the  indnlEeaoe  of  the 
committee,  knowing,  as  he  did,  that  every 
member  was  more  anxious  the  qceation  should 
be  taken,  than  to  hear  further  debate.  I,  how- 
ever, feel  myself  called  upon,  fwd  Hr.  UoL., 
by  die  peemior  sitnation  in  which  I  atand  ia 


relation  to  this  measure,  as  a  member  of  the 
Committee  on  Indian  Af^rs,  who  have  recom- 
mended its  adoption,  to  submit  a  few  remark^ 
and  as  far  as  in  my  power,  to  answer  some  of 
the  arguments  and  allegations  which  have  fallen 
from  my  colleague,  (Mr.  Woods,)  who  has  just 
resumed  his  seat.  Great  complaint  has  been 
made  in  relation  to  the  manner  in  which  thia 
subject  is  presented  for  discussion,  and  impnta- 
tions  have  been  thrown  out  ag^nst  the  Com- 
mittee on  Indian  Affairs,  for  having  (as  gentle- 
men suppose)  been  instrumental  in  c^ing  forth 
this  debate  in  an  incidental  way,  npon  an  ordi- 
nary appropriation  bill.  Sir,  it  this  he  objec- 
tionable, the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  are 
not  responsible  for  it.  The  Department  of  War 
transmitted  to  the  Honse  an  estimate  of  the 
amonnt  which  would  be  required  dnring  the 
present  year  for  Indian  purposes;  those  esti- 
mates, and  the  docnments  aooompanying  tbem, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Wan  and 
Means,  whose  peculiar  province  it  is,  nnder  the 
mlea  of  the  Hoose,  to  report  all  bills  of  oTdinary 
appropriation,  and  that  committee  reported  the 
bill  now  under  consideration,  leaving  out,  how- 
ever, certain  items  contained  in  it,  and  called  for 
by  the  estimates,  which  they  very  correctly 
thought  proper  to  refer  to  the  Committee  uf 
Indian  Affairs,  who  were  instructed  by  a  reso- 
lution of  the  House  to  make  a  special  report 
thereon.  Those  items  are  in  part  contained 
in  the  general  estimates  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment, and  which  are  particularly  specified 
in  the  document  marked  "  submitted,"  amount- 
ing to  26,JS4  dollars.  The  Department  of  War 
also  asked  an  appropriation  of  one  hundred 
tliousand  dollars  to  defray  tho  expenses  of  the 
emigrating  Greek  Indiana,  and  the  further  sam 
of  fifty  thousand  dollars  to  aid  other  emigrating 
Indians.  The  Committee  on  Indiui  Affi^ra^ 
after  a  f^ll  investigation  of  the  aubject,  were 
unanimously  of  opinion,  that  all  ue  appro- 
priations asked  for  in  the  estimates  ought 
to  be  made,  except  the  item  for  the  emi- 
grating Creek  Indians;  and  believing,  tiia^ 
with  proper  economy,  half  the  amount  aekea 
for  that  oltject  might  be  made  to  answer  the 
end  proposed,  they,  accordingly,  in  obedience 
to  the  order  of  the  House,  made  a  special 
report,  which  was  refterred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ways  and  Means,  and  in  doing  this,  the  dn^ 
of  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs  terminated 
I  had  no  knowledge  of  the  intention  of  the 
Committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  more  to 
attach  those  items  to  the  ordinary  appropriation 
bill ;  consequently,  the  present  debate  hat  risen 
most  unexpectedly  to  ma,  and  I  am  as  much 
taken  by  surprise,  as  any  other  member  can  be. 
I,  however,  can  see  no  objection  to  the  course 
pursued.  The  snbject  is  one  of  great  im- 
portance, but  it  might  aa  well  be  acted  npon 
and  determined  now  as  at  any  other  time. 

In  relation  to  the  appropriation  now  required 
to  aid  the  Creeks  in  their  removal  west  of  the 
Missisuppi,  no  Directions  can  be  made.  It  la 
but  the  fulfilment  of  a  aolenin  obligatimi  en- 
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land  into  with  them,  on  tbe  part  of  thii  Oot- 
tnunent,  by  treMf  stipnlaboDi.  A  part  of 
Out  nation  of  Indians  hare  already  gone,  and 
nrenl  Inmdred  of  them  are  now  on  tiseir  way 
to  ttieJE  place  of  desdnatioii,  and  the  United 
Statu  hare  expressly  agreed  to  defray  all  their 
npeoKs  in  their  emigration,  and  to  make  pro- 
TiNMt  for  them  at  least  twelve  months  after 
tiieir  arriTal  at  their  new  homcH,  and  also  to 
fnnush  them  -with  each  domestic  animals  and 
in^lementa  of  husbandry,  as  the  Preaident,  in 
bit  diaeretion,  may  think  proper. 

I  will  now  submit  a  few  remarks  in  relation 
to  the  expediency  and  necessity  of  the  proposed 
Kipropriation,  to  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of 
nie  Executive,  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  him 
to  extingnish  the  title  of  the  Cherokee  Indians, 
to  any  lands  wittdn  the  limits  of  the  State  of 
Oeor^a,  whenever  it  can  be  done  Dpon  "reason- 
able and  peaoeable  terms,"  and  to  aid  the  sud 
Qinokeea  and  such  other  Indians  as  may  he  dls- 
MMd  to  emigrate  west  of  the  llississippL  The 
Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  on  adverting  to  tlie 
cenpect  betireea  the  United  States  and  the 
Hate  of  Georgia,  and  having  l>een  instmcted, 
b  a  reeolnUon  of  this  House,  to  inquire  into 
tbe  sotnect,  and  to  make  report  thereon,  could 
not  hesitate  as  to  the  proper  course  to  be  par- 
ned;  they  believed  that,  in  good  faith  to  tbe 
dtiiens  of  Geor^a,  it  was  the  dnty  of  the  Gov- 
tmment  always  to  bold  itself  in  readiness  to 
comply  with  the  prorisioos  of  tbe  oompaet, 
which  expressly  require*  that  the  Indian  title 
dwlf  be  uttngaished  whenever  it  can  be  done 
Bpcm  "reasDiiaide  and  peaceable  terms."  The 
flomnuttee  alao  belieTed  that  the  reqaest  of  the 
Tar  Department  to  have  thnds  placed  at  their 
dicporition  to  aid  soch  other  Indiana  as  might  Iw 
jKmufj  to  emigrate,  was  reasonable  and  ei- 
peoiaot ;  md,  for  myself  I  am  utterly  opposed 
to  dt^viag  the  Indians  of  their  preaent  homea, 
nnlesB  |«OTinon  ahall  be  made  for  them  else- 
Mr.  Chairman :  The  snbject  of  the  colonico- 
tioD  of  the  Indians  beyond  the  limits  of  oor 
Statea  and  Territories,  west  of  the  Kissisaippi, 
bM  lixig  since  been  presented  for  the  oonsidera- 
tioD  M  the  American  people,  and,  however 
vuionaiT  the  scheme  may  appear  to  some  gen- 
th  mill  II,  of  one  thing  I  am  thoronghly  con- 
nooed,  that  it  had  its  origin  in  the  bwt  feelings 
at  lite  homan  heart.  It  was  first,  in  an  official 
way,  presented  for  tbe  consideration  of  Oon- 
BCea,  by  Ur.  Uonroe,  late  President  of  the 
DnEted  States ;  it  was  approved,  and  strongly 
fUMifd  npon  their  attention,  by  Mr.  Oalboun, 
ttun  Secretary  of  War,  and  the  same  policy 
^pean  to  have  met  the  approbation  of  the 
fteaent  Administration.  Oovemor  Barbour, 
ft*  now  Secretary  of  War,  famished  tliie  House, 
tltnm^  tha  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs,  three 
yeara  ago^  with  a  bill  prescribing  a  form  of 
nrennent  for  this  Indian  colony,  accompanied 
^  a  detached  report,  which  I  will  say,  as  others 
Uva  asid,  did  honor  to  his  head  and  heart,  I 
nmri.M,  Br,  £>r  mjael^  that  I  bave  never,  in 


my  life,  attempted  to  investigate  any  subject,  in 
which  I  have  fonnd  so  mnch  difficulty  in  com- 
ing to  a  conclusion.  The  qnestion  is  asked, 
why  have  not  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affturs 
reported  to  this  House  tbe  bill  to  which  I  have 
Just  alluded,  providing  a  form  of  government 
for  the  India^t  I  answer,  for  myself  that 
although  I  am  strongly  ioclined  to  believe  it  to 
be  the  heat  policy  that  can  l>e  pnrsoed,  in  refer- 
ence to  this  nnfortunate  race  of  people,  yet  I 
am  not  prepared  to  say  it  shall  be  adopted.  I 
wantfurtherinformation;  I  wish  to  know  some- 
thing more  in  relation  to  the  oonntry  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  settle  them,  I  wish  the  In- 
dians, themselves,  to  have  an  opportunitv  of 
eiamining  the  soil,  the  climate,  ana  every  tJiing 
connected  with  it,  and  to  be  fully  aatisfied,  before 
I  would  ask  them  to  abandon  their  present 
habitations.  The  attention  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affiurs  was  particularly  directed  to 
this  subject,  not  only  by  the  correspondence  of 
the  special  agent,  to  whom  allusion  has  been 
made,  but  by  various  resolutions  of  this  Bouse, 
at  an  early  day  of  the  present  session,  instruct- 
ing them  to  make  report  thereon.  The  com- 
mittee, after  the  most  mature  deliberatjou,  made 
their  report  in  favor  of  the  eipediency  of 
making  an  appropriation  to  afford  the  Indians 
an  opportmjity  of  eiploring  the  country,  which 
it  is  oropoeed  to  offer  them,  hi  exchange  for 
their  lands  within  the  limits  of  the  States  and 
Territories;  and,  as  the  Chickasaw  nation,  in 
particular,  had  inade  or  acceded  to  propositions 
of  this  nature,  the  committee  reported  a  bill, 
making  an  appropriation,  for  the  amonnt  esti- 
mated hy  the  Department  as  sufficient  to  enable 
them,  and  also  socb  other  Mbee  as  might  be 
disposed  to  eiplore  the  country,  to  do  so,  and 
anthoriring  the  Prendent  to  appoint,  and  send 
with  them,  anit^le  persons^  who  conld,  on  their 
return,  famish  anch  infonnotlon  as  would  en- 
able Congress  to  legislate  uiderstandin«jly  upon 
the  sabjeot.  That  bill,  aooompanled  by  a  de- 
tailed report,  showing  the  views  of  the  com- 
mittee, and  ftlly  expMnlng  the  object  contem- 
plated, was  printed  and  lud  upon  the  table  of 
every  member,  and  need  not^  by  me,  be  now 
repeated. 

Mr.  Churman :  ai  I  before  sud,  if^  on  a  full 
examination  of  the  country  west  of  the  Misus- 
sippi,  beyond  the  Umits  of  onr  States  and  Ter- 
ritories, it  should  be  found  well  adapted  to  the 
Indians,  and  tbe  Government  can  obtain  a  title 
to  it ;  and  if  the  Indians  should  freely  and 
volnntarily  ohoose  to  go:  I  say  give  it  to 
them,  in  exchange  for  th^rs:  and  let  them 
understand  it  is  to  be  their  permanent  home: 
that  it  is  theirs  forever :  afford  them  the 
meana  of  removing  to  it:  ud  them  in  every 
shape  and  fiirm :  furnish  them  with  the  neces- 
sary implements  of  husbandry:  teach  tbem,  as 
far  as  posdble,  the  arts  and  aoiencea :  establish 
schools  among  them ;  give  them  a  form  of 
Government,  suited  to  their  condition :  dis- 
tribute their  lands  among  them  individnally,  by 
metes  and  bounds:  in  snort,  endeavor  to  ia- 
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ipire  them  wiUi  a  dedre  for  oiTUisatioiL :  bat 
f,  on  the  oontrai?,  tha  eonntrj  should  be  fbimd 
insuited  to  them ;  or,  if  thej  Bhonld  be  dislD- 
■i'laei  to  change  Uieir  reddence;  then  I  wonid 
lay  renew  jonr  exertiona  ht  their  behalf  vhere 
he<r  now  are.  Bir,  it  hie,  however,  boen  said, 
hat  man  J  of  the  Indiana  are  now  in  a  fiotuisb- 
ag  condition ;  that  they  have  their  mill^  their 
lomfortable  dwellings,  and  smiling  fields;  this 
nay  be  trne,  in  reference  to  a  few  individiuli 
)f  a  solitarj'  tribe :  bat  we  all  know,  that  mote 
.linn  nine-tenthg  of  them  are,  even  at  this  hour, 
n  a  most  wretched  and  pitiable  conditioa.    If 

am  not  a  stranger  to  the  feelings  of  my  own 
leart,  I  would  do  nothing  in  reierenoe  to  this 
■eople,  that  shall  not,  in  my  best  judgment,  be 
'alciilated  to  promote  their  present  and  eternal 
ntorest; — and  those  gentleinen  who  differ  from 
ne  in  opinion,  will,  1  tmst,  at  lesst  do  me  the 
ustice  to  believe,  that,  if  I  am  in  error,  it  Is 
in  error  of  the  head,  and  not  of  the  heart.  In 
dl  my  acta  of  legidation,  I  will  eadeavOT  to  keep 
in  eye  ungle  to  their  welfare. 

The  vsgt  expense  which  wonld  aocroe  to  the 
Jnited  Slatea  by  the  removal  and  ooloniution 
if  the  Indians,  has  been  urged  as  an  argument 
tgainst  the  poliey ;  but  I  helieve  it  wonld  be 
10  difficult  task  to  prove,  did  time  permit,  that 
t  wonld  be  to  the  pecuniary  interest  of  the 
Jovemment.  I  will  not,  however,  on  this 
tccasion,  weaiy  the  patience  of  the  committee 
>y  entering  upon  this  topic.  I  most  be  per- 
nitted,  before  I  sit  down,  to  say,  that,  how- 
ever visionary  the  scheme  may  by  some  be 
lonsidered,  it  has  for  its  advocates  all  the 
aperiniendents,  agents,  miBmonaries,  and 
eacbers  of  schools,  among  them,  in  every  eeo- 
ion  of  the  country,  almost  without  an  eicep- 
ion ;  and  I  confess  this  cironmstance  has  had 
;reat  influence  upon  my  "1'"'^;  we  know  that, 
n  giving  their  opinions  in  favor  of  the 
UBBBure,  they  are  actoat^d  by  the  mostpa- 
riotio  motives  ;  for  it  is  direoUy  opposed  to 
heir  peonniary  interest, 

I  have  letters  and  other  evidence  in  my  poe- 
ession,  from  the  most  intelligent  superintend- 
iDts,  agents,  and  misnonariea,  all  ni^g  and 
iressing  this  subject  in  the  strongest  possible 
angoege,  and  aU  giving  it  as  ^eir  dedded 
ipinion,  that  there  is  no  other  ealvation  for  the 
ndiens.  One  word  more  in  relation  to  the 
larticnlar  item  of  appropriation  now  nnder 
onrideration,  and  I  shall  have  done.  If  it  he 
teemed  proper  to  place  the  means  at  the  dispo- 
ition  of  the  President  of  the  United  States  to 
xtjn^oish  the  title  of  the  Oherokees  to  their 
ind  m  the  State  of  Georpaj  then  it  will  be 
ertainly  necessary  to  furnish  them  with 
jtother  hom&  and  to  aid  them  in  going  to 
t  Other  Indiana,  as  I  have  already  shown, 
lave  been  long  since  induced  by  the  Oovern- 
aent  to  remove  west  of  tiie  IDssissippi,  some 
if  whom  are  now  on  their  way,  in  the  most  de- 
ilorable  condition,  unable  to  reach  their  places 
if  destination  without  assistance;  and  I  now 
lold  in  my  hand  ■  letter,  Just  reouved  from 


[FnuAxr,  1SS8. 

Qovemor  Clark,  of  Meeonri,  representing  the 
suffering  condition  of  some  of  those  Indisns, 
and  making  an  appeal  to  Congress  to  ud  them, 
which  be  who  can  resist^  must  possess  a  heart 
more  hard  than  mine.  I  will  ask  the  Clerk  to 
read  it,  and  then  leave  the  committee  to  de- 
termine the  snlijeet,  fueling  a  oonscionsncn  of 
having,  as  far  as  in  my  power,  discharged  what 
I  ooDiidered  an  indispensable  daty. 

WsnUEBDAT,  Febrnary  SO. 
Improvement  of  (A«  £tMr  ITaicuA. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Blaxb,  it  was 

RmAttd^  That  the  Committee  on  Beads  end  Oa- 
dbIs  be  initnicted  to  inquire  into  the  eipedieney  of 
making  an  ■ppropilstlon  to  deepen  and  improve  the 
cbanoel  cf  the  rivar  Wabash,  at  the  Grand  Bapida 
below  Tincennes. 

In  offering  this  resolution,  Hr.  Bukb  said 
that  he  deemed  it  proper,  before  the  question 
was  taken,  to  trespass  on  the  Honse  for  a  mo- 
ment,  by  snbmittuig  some  remarks  in  relation 
to  it.  1  am  induced  to  do  this,  he  said,  not  for 
the  porpose  of  promoting  the  passage  of  tha 
resolution  and  the  reference  of  the  snbjeot  to 
the  committee,  for,  in  this  particular,  I  trust  to 
the  courtesy  and  practice  of  the  Honse ;  bat 
to  impress  it  on  the  minds  of  that  oommittee, 
if  any  of  its  memlwrs  should  \»  within  the  hear~ 
ing  of  my  voice,  that  I  am  altogether  serions 
in  the  application  I  have  made,  and  that  th« 
snhject  is  well  entitled  to  a  portion  of  their 
time  and  consideration.  Sir,  the  Grand  Rapids 
of  the  WalMsh  are  about  twenty  miles  below 
Vincennes,  and  abont  a  hundred  from  the  mouth 
of  the  river;  and  at  this  point  the  river  is  tha 
boundary  between  the  two  Qovemments  of 
Indiana  and  Illinois.  Below  the  rapida,  th« 
navigation  is  generally  good,  and  aboTe  them, 
it  is  equally  good  fbr  the  distance  of  nearly 
three  hundred  miles.  The  contiguous  soil 
through  this'  whole  extent  of  navigation,  with 
bot  littie  exception,  belongs  mutually  to  tho 
Federal  Qovemment  and  Uie  citiien,  and  ilk 
fertility  and  prodnctiveness,  is  probably  not 
ezeeeded  by  any  on  the  stobe.  Now,  sa,  it 
not  nnfreqnentiy  happens  that  steamboats  and 
craft  destined  for  Vincennes  and  other  plaoea 
of  importance,  ascend  the  river  as  far  as  this 
point,  and  cannot  proceed  farther ;  and  what  is 
worse,  infinitely  worse,  the  freighted  boat  of 
the  enterprising  citisen  is  often  stopped  on  it« 
way  to  a  Southern  market;  and  he  is  compelled 
to  remain  there  pining  away  under  the  expeo- 
tation  of  a  rise  of  water,  not  only  losing  the 
broefit  of  a  prompt  arrival  at  his  ^ace  of  des- 
tination, but,  in  the  mean  time,  his  cargo  of 
com  and  pork  is  spoiling,  and  his  all  rapidly  dis- 
appearing. 

These  obstructions,  as  it  is  said  by  gentiemen 
who  have  been  employed  for  the  express  pur- 
pose of  ascert^ning,  can  t>e  easily  removeo,  ao 
as  to  create  a  good  and  sufficient  channel,  by  » 
comparatively  triflins  expense.  They  are  oo- 
cauoned  by  rocks  of  a  soft,  shelly  substaoott, 
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•zteodiDg  acTOSB,  and,  for  a  Bhort  dUtaoco, 
tiong  th«  river,  and  the  sum  of  three  or  four 
thoniand  dollar^  jodioionslf  expended,  it  is 
beUeved,  wonld  enable  na  to  effect  the  TBry 
desimble  oUecL  And,  sir,  pennit  me  to  oak, 
why  should  the  treaaure  of  the  notion  be  ex- 
pended in  the  improTeioent  of  the  Ohio  and 
tbe  ICanamppi,  when  their  important  tribntariea 
are  n^ect«a,  and  pennitted  to  renudn  in  their 
natnral  conditioii)  Onr  western  waters,  in 
theiT  impetooas  career  to  islnte  the  king  of 
riven,  abonld  be  made  to  take  with  them  the 
ricii  presents  of  the  prodacte  of  the  interior. 

Sir,  if  there  ia  an;  portion  of  the  West  en- 
titled to  the  Kipecial  attention  and  gnardianship 
of  Oongresa,  ue  particnlar  district  of  connt]^ 
I  DOW  sp«ak  o^  ma7  talelj  preaent  its  claima 
in  oomparison.  From  the  time  that  the  gallant 
General  Clark  first  came  to  their  anccor,  and 
planted  his  standard  apon  tbe  battlements  of 


Ha  dtisena,  and  the  highl;  respectab! 
hardy  joomaoTj  in  the  neighborhood,  have 
■ostuned  one  noifonn  character  for  fidelitj  and 
nal,  and  a  sensitiveregardfor  the  honor  of  tbe 
ution.  They  have  stood  the  bmnt  of  wars, 
both  against  a  drilized  and  a  savage  foe.  Their 
•ndoit  town  haa  been  for  many  TiBarg  the  ral- 
lying point  of  emigrants  to  the  West ;  and  it 
may  jnatly  be  oonffldered  as  the  mat«mal  aonrce 
from  whidt  has  spread  a  population  which  now 
eoTers  the  repon  of  the  wabaah.  Bot,  sir,  I 
h«£eTe  I  am  mdebted  to  the  indulgence  of  the 
ChwT,  that  I  am,  in  some  decree,  trespassing 
an  your  mles,  by  detaining  the  House  on  a 
mete  question  of  reference.  It  is  a  subject 
•boot  which  I  entertun  fixed  and  lively  feel- 
ings, and  abont  which  I  have  before  exerted 
mj9eI4  >■>  >K7  humble  way,  when  acting  on 
another  theatre  of  pnblio  life. 

BiHan  Appropriatioitt—EmigTatwn  oflndiant. 


tian  of  the  Indian  ^ipropriation  bill 

The  following  amendment,  yestwday  moved 
by  Mr.  Vixtow,  being  nnder  connderation : 

"Prondtd,  taiat  no  Indian  or  Indians,  north  of 
ktiude  36  degrees  SO  ninates,  shall  be  aided  in  re- 


Mr.  ViHTOR  said,  that,  when  be  yesterday 
Rhmiltcd  the  amendment  now  nnder  oonsidera- 
liaa,  he  rematked,  that,  for  some  time  post,  he 
bad  obaerred,  with  some  attention  and  mneh 
iatwwt,  the  progress  of  tbe  proposed  measore 
tf  Indian  emigration,  which  had  been  recently 
kovgfat  before  the  Honse  in  a  great  variety  of 
farma.  That  he  thought  he  could  discern, 
fradnaSy  and  silently  collecting,  the  elements 
af  serions  diocontcrnt  amon^  the  States ;  and 
&at,nii]ess  means  wer«  devised  to  dissip^  the 
ptfacting  tempest,  th«  time  was  not  tax  distant, 


when  it  wonld  barst  upon  ns.  To  point  ont 
the  threatened  danger,  it  will  be  necessary, 
(Ur.  V.  aaid)  to  advert  to  the  state  of  things 
in  the  Western  and  Sontbwestem  States  and 
Territories;  and  to  give  some  account  of  what 
has  been  done  towards  a  removal  of  the  In- 


of  indiaoB  inhabit  greater  or  less  portions  of 
these  States ;  which  shut  ont  the  white  popu- 
lation from  their  Territory,  and  thus  cut  off 
fh>m  improvement  so  much  of  these  States  oa 
the  Indian  country  embraces.  All  the  States 
f»el  a  strong  and  very  natural  desire  to  increase 
their  popnlation ;  and  ttcaa  this  caose,  more 
than  from  any  other  single  eircnmstanee,  the 
Indians  are  everywhere  regarded  as  a  bnrthen, 
which  all  are  omions  to  throw  off  as  soon  as 
possible.  And  hence,  the  great  efforts  that  are 
constantly  mode,  here  and  elsowhore,  to  possess 
ourselves  of  the  remnant  of  their  country,  and 
push  them  before  ns  into  the  wOdemeas.  Ex- 
tensive regions  of  country,  in  a  state  of  nature, 
are  still  to  be  found  beyond  the  inhabited  parta 
of  the  Western  and  Soatbwestem  States  and 
Territories^  to  the  peopling  of  which,  it  is  not 
to  be  disgmsed,  eachof  these  sections  of  country 
took  forward,  with  deep  interest,  as  the  certain 
means  of  great  accession  to  their  positive  pow- 
er at  home,  and  to  their  relative  power  and 
oonseqnenoe  in  the  Union,  Any  legislation 
here,  having  a  tendency  to  defeat  these  certain, 
though  somewhat  distant  resalts,  cannot  but 
exoite  tbe  decided  opporition  of  the  section  of 
oonntry  so  to  be  affected. 

In  a  Government  organized  as  ourfl  is,  sur- 
renders of  this  sort  are  not  to  be  claimed ;  nor 
can  they  be  taken  without  injustice,  and,  con- 
sequenUy,  without  danger.  Hence,  it  must 
be  obvions,  that,  ii^  in  the  prosecution  of  the 
proposed  plan  of  removing  and  coloniring  the 
Indians,  yon  transfer  them  from  one  section, 
thereby  Klieving  it  from  its  preSBUre,  and  pnt 
them  down  npon  the  other,  thereby  adding  to 
the  pressure  tiie  latter  already  feels :  or,  If  yon 
transfer  them  from  one  section  to  the  uninhabit- 
ed regions  adjacent  to  the  other,  and  thus  en- 
large the  Bourcea  of  the  futnre,  but  certain 
power  and  wealth  of  the  former,  attlieexnense 
of  tbe  latter — discontent  and  angry  collision 
must  inevitably  spring  np.  Kot  to  expect  this 
resnlt,  is  to  shut  our  eyes  upwn  all  history,  and 
upon  the  fixed  laws  and  motives  of  human  ac- 
tion. To  the  friends  of  this  plan,  it  cannot 
but  be  apparent,  that  if  these  collisions  do 
Buring  np,  the  efforts  of  humanity,  in  behalf  ot 
tnis  unfortunate  race,  will  be  psLralyzed,  and 
perhaps,  put  down  fijrever.  The  amendment 
now  nnder  consideration  is  intended  to  avert 
tb6  consequences  I  have  pointed  ont,  by  caus- 
ing the  Indians  to  move  forward  on  the  some 
pf^allela  of  latitude  thev  now  live  on.  Snch  a 
movement  wonld  lead  the  Indians  in  the  Bontb- 
woat  into  the  extenmve  unsettled  country  be- 
yond Oio  Territory  of  Arkansas,  and  those  of 
the  Northwest  into  the  uninhabited  parts  aboT« 
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Kod  beyond  the  State  of  JtOsaomi  They  can-' 
not  be  removed  in  any  otber  directjon,  nithoat 
Bnbjecting  one  seotion  of  the  ooontry  to  the 
dangers  and  pressure  from  which  another  is 
relieTed.  Anj  attempt,  for  example,  to  trans- 
fer the  hordes  of  the  Northwest  into  the  Sonth- 
west,  or  into  the  unsettled  conntrj  bordering 
on  the  SonthwBst,  would  be  resisted  by  the 
latter,  as  niijast  and  oppressive,  especially  if  the 
transfer  were  to  be  accompanied  by  the  gnaran- 
teee  and  solemn  pledges  of  the  Qovernnient, 

i which  form  so  prominent  and  important  a 
eature  in  this  plan  of  emigration,)  "  that  the 
oonntry  to  which  they  went  should  never  be 
purchased  of  them,  nor  peopled  by  the  whites." 
A  similar  lodgment  of  uie  Indians  of  the 
Sonthwest  In  the  Northwest,  cannot  fail  to  ex- 
cite opposition,  safGciently  powerflil,  to  hricg 
abont  tne  final  ftulnre  of  the  whole  plan.  That 
saoh  a  lodgment  of  the  Bonthwestem  Indians  is 
in  contemplation,  I  shall  undertake  to  show  is 
indicated  Dy  the  preliminary  steps  that  have 
been  taken,  and  by  the  more  direct  avowal  of 
gentlemen  on  this  floor,  since  the  opening  of 
the  present  debate.  And  here,  Ur.  Ohurman, 
it  may  be  well  enoogb  to  go  into  a  short  review 
of  the  process  and  modifications  of  the  idea  of 
Indian  civilization,  for  some  years  past ;  from 
which  it  will  be  more  easy  to  discern  its  real 

Xt  and  tendency  at  the  present  time. 
theyeor  1816,  Ur.  Crawfwd,  then  Secre- 
tary of  WOT,  nmde  a  report  to  the  Benate,  in 
which,  among  other  valuable  auggeetions,  he 
recommends  the  extension  of  our  laws  over 
the  Aborigines  within  oar  limits,  under  snch 
modifications  as  might  be  adapted  to  their  cir- 
cumstances. This  report  attracted  much  notice 
at  the  time;  bnt  no  steps  were  taken  to  carry 
this  port  of  its  recommendations  into  effect. 
Here  the  matter  rested  until  1820,  when  Ur. 
Calhoun,  then  Secretary  of  War,  made  areport 
to  Congress,  (Ex.  Doc.  48,  Ist  sees,  leth  Oong.,) 
in  which,  sAer  giving  a  highly  flattering  ac- 
count of  the  progress  of  Indian  improvement, 
under  the  influence  of  the  means  adopted  by 
Oongress,  and  by  individuals,  for  their  educa- 
tion,  he  also  recommends  the  gradual  extension 
of  our  laws  over  them,  as  the  only  means  of 
effecting  their  civilization.  Again :  in  1822, 
Ur.  Calbonn  mokes  another  report  ^z.  Doc.  60, 
Ist  sess.  iTth  Cong.)  ^ving  a  like  flattering  ac- 
count of  the  prospects  and  improvements  of  the 
Indians,  and  renews  liia  recommendation  to  ex- 
tend onr  laws  and  protection  over  them.  Up 
to  the  year  1826,  we  continued  to  receive  the 
most  eacouraging  accounts  of  the  improvement 
and  promising  prospects  of  these  people.  The 
friends  of  humanity,  relying  upon  the  accuracy 
of  this  information,  everywhere  took  courage. 
As  yet,  no  great  movement  of  the  Indians 
beyond  the  Masissippi  had  been  recommended 
by  the  Executive,  or  thought  of  by  the  nation. 
Bo  far  from  it,  the  seed  of  civilization  had  been 
planted  and  sprung  up  in  their  native  soil — 
where  this  tender  plant  daily  grew,  and 
promised  ere  long  the  h^ipieat  frnita  onder  the 


delicate  and  skilful  cultivation  of  Christian 
and  publio  benevolence.    In  the  mean  time. 

Seat  changes  were  going  on  among  ourselves. 
onrisbing  States  and  communities  had  sud- 
denly risen  up  in  the  neighborhood  and  around 
the  Indians,  whose  territory  presented  a  barrier 
to  onr  advancing  population. 

The  very  prosperity  of  our  settlements 
created  a  Btron«  deure  m  them  to  remove  the 
Indians  from  their  vicinity,  which  manifested 
itself  in  almost  duly  applications  to  the  Execn- 
tive  and  to  Congress  for  the  eitingnisbment  of 
the  Indian  title.  With  the  State  of  Qeoi^a 
the  Government  had  become  involved  in  a  very 
delicate  and  embarrassing  controversy.  Per- 
plexed by  Georgia  and  pressed  on  all  sides  by 
the  importunities  of  the  new  States  to  extin- 
guish the  small  remaining  remnant  of  Indian 
territory  within  their  iSnits,  the  Executive 
sought  by  a  great  effort  to  give  itself  relief  At 
this  crius,  Mr.  Honroe  sent  in  a  message  to 
Congress,  breathing  the  langut^  of  the  purest 
benevdlence,  but  which,  I  hesitate  not  to  say, 

firoposes  the  boldest  experiment  ui>on  human 
ife,  and  human  hi^piness,  that  is  to  be  found 
in  the  history  of  the  world.  Itpropoeeetotake 
a  whole  people,  na^,  more,  the  remnant  of  forty 
nations,  from  their  abodea,  and  place  them 
down  m  the  receeses  of  b  distant  and  for- 
bidding wilderness,  and  there,  aAer  creating  a 
Government  over  them,  to  reform,  amalgamate, 
and  civilize  them.  This  message,  sir,  in  my 
opinion,  hod  its  origin  in  the  ctrcumstoncea 
by  which  the  Executive  was  then  surronnded, 
and  not  in  any  well-fonnded  conviction  of  the 
practicability  of  the  plan,  dednced  from  facts 
or  enierieuce.  I  feel  myselCjustified  in  coming 
to  this  condusion,  frvm  the  ftct,  that,  when  a 
call  was  mode  upon  the  Executive  for  informa- 
tion concerning  the  leading  provisions  of  the 
bill  of  the  last  session  based  upon  that  recom- 
mendation, the  answer  disclosed  to  the  Uonsa 
a  total  want  of  all  facta  and  data,  in  anpport  of 
it.  Indeed,  so  striking  and  obvious  was  the 
defleiency  of  information,  apon  which  to  base 
so  great  a  meosore,  that,  though  mach  anxiety 
hod  been  previously  manifested  to  call  it  np,  at 
an  early  dayof  the  session,  yet,  after  the  answer 
to  the  call  came  in,  no.  attempt  was  made  to  call 
up  the  bill,  nor  any  desire  evmced  by  its  friends 
to  move  it.  The  message  of  1826  woa  accom- 
panied by  a  communication  from  Ur.  Calhoun, 
going,  in  detail,  into  the  proposed  plan  of  re- 
moval, end,  among  other  things,  makes  a  distri- 
bution of  the  western  country,  beyond  the  set- 
tiements,  among  the  various  tribes  of  Indians 
inhabitingtheoountry  within  them.  Ishallhave 
occasion,  before  I  sit  down,  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  committee  estia  to  this  document, 
to  which  I  now  refer,  for  the  sole  pnrpose  of 
showing  what  disposition  Ur.  Calhoun  proposed 
to  make  of  the  tribes  in  the  Southwest  Ha 
says :  "  Of  the  four  Bouthem  tribes,  two  of 
them,  the  Cherokees  and  Choctaws,  have  already 
allotted  to  them  a  tract  of  country  west  of  tlia 
UisdadppL   That  which  haa  been  allotted  to  tlie 
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lia«r,  u  beliav«d  to  ba  (offloienOf  ample  for 
tto  wbola  nation,  ihoold  tbej  emierate ;  and 
H  u  •mugement  wMob  u  believad  not  to  b« 
BUtnctieabla,  coold  b«  made  between  them 
au  tb«  duokaaavB,  who  an  thur  nughbors^ 
ini  of  iiiiiil«r  habita  and  diqpoiitiou,  it  would 
~  '  at  for  the  ooocHnmodalioD  ot  both. 
t  conntrjt  ahoold  be  reaerved,  to  the 


MC<«xeb«nge 
tha  *acL  To  tbe  Oraeka  might  be  allotted  a 
eoantiT  bstwean  the  Arkanua  and  Canadian 
Binr,  which  iimita  the  Northern  bonndarj  of 
the  Qwetftw  posseadoaB  in  that  quarter."  At 
tha  nazt  aeMoa  (tbe  Hrat  aesdou  of  the  last 


sal  Ohickaoaw^  (certain  tribea  of  Indians  Ht- 
ing  in  *'■*"■"■  and  Uiasisaippi,)  and  to  provide 
for  thmr  reaioral  west  of  the  river  lUssisiippt. 
Thea  tba  hill  wasonderdisenasion,  the  inquiry 
waa  then  made  to  know  to  what  district  of 
eaanti7,  weat  of  the  Misriwippi,  it  was  in  oon- 
tenplataoD  to  remove  them,  it  was  thea  uud, 
they  WW*  to  be  removed  west  of  Arkansas. 
Bat,  air,  how  did  the  &ct  turn  outt  A  com- 
mismm  was  appointed  to  go  and  treat  with 
then.  The  eonunisriooers  first  went  to  the 
Cboctaws,  and  after  making  to  them  the  moat 
mpreeedentfld  proposala,  one  item  of  which 
VM,  a  inilltA"  <H  dollars  for  their  lands,  nCterlT- 
faOed  to  treat,  in  conaeqaence  of  the  decided 
and  iiD;ielding  refiual  of  the  Indians  to  sell 
their  MontTT.  Thej  thw  went  to  the  Obioka- 
aawB,  widk  whooi  thej  were  eqnall;  nnanooess- 
(OL  Toami,tb«^pr<:^oaed.aaiODgotherthin^ 
to  exchange  their  oonntiy  for  a  like  qnantitT 
of  oonBtry  north  and  west  of  Hitaonri.  Thia 
tb«r  reAiaed.  Theae  Indiana  were  then  further 
m4  aa  a  laat  reaort,  to  sand  a  deputation, 
r  lite  pay  of  the  United  Statea,  to  explore 
im»  ooKBtzj — not  in  the  weat — no,  air,  bat  more 
(hai  a  flMwaand  mile*  north  of  thmr  preaent 

abodaft.    Totiiia -'--     ■-  " 

Jaeidad  nagatiTe, 

eat  tonna,  to  tha  oommlasioner^  t 
that  tbaj  might  not  be  again  aolioited  to  part 
with  aBf  portioa  of  tbair  oaontrr,  with  whieh 
Ihay  ware  eotitented,  and  denrooa  to  lire  npon 
it  u  naaca  and  qmaC  Bat,  notwithatanding 
aU  tkia,  it  ^eaii,  from  a  doenment  laid  i^k>u 
oar  taUaa  dnring  (he  praaent  seadon,  that  tbe 
afaiaf  dark  of  tiie  IndiaaDepartntent  was^  with- 
in •  twalraoutith  aflar,  atot  among  tham  again, 
to  fal  oat  tbair  dimcailiMi  on  thia  delicate  sab- 
)ae>  of  maOng  tbAr  oonnt 


irkanaaa,  and  nidta  tbemaelvea 
with  tha  CSmmUwi,  on  that  aide  of  the  Uia- 
limffk,  wbara  Ur.  Oalbovn  aaya,  la  tha  doon- 
■«t  I  he**  alraady  read  fitni,  there  is  land 
mao^tor  both  tnbett  So,  ^;  he  reneva 
tta  p«^»oaitioa  <rfthapreoading  raiar,  fbr  them 
taNMora  North  of  luMOori.  He  entara  into 
a  aott  ^  ""■"'■^f'l  or  rather  nnaiuhoriied. 


arrangement  with  them,  on  tbe  mbjeot  of  a 
removal  —  the  most  prominent  provision  of 
which  is  a  stipnlation,  that  the  TJnited  States 
shall  never  re-porchose  nor  settle  the  oomitry 
prc^osed  to  be  ^ven  to  them,  and  that  all  the 
wlutes  now  in  Uie  conntry  shall  be  driven  ont 
of  it.  The  gentleman  from  Georgia,  who  dta 
at  the  lett,  (Mr.  Ldufkih,)  took  occasion,  on  an 
early  day  in  the  session,  to  speak  in  terms  of 
marked  approbation  of  Ool.  MoKenney'a  report 
of  his  proceedings  on  this  mission,  whence  I 
Infer,  that  gentleman  is  not  only  in  fiivor  of 
removing  the  Indians,  bnt  that  he  is  for  sending 
those  of  the  Sonthwest  into  tbe  Northwest. 
The  delegate  from  Florida,  who  is  ever  atten- 
tive to  tbe  int«resla  of  his  constituent^  has 
■sjd,  since  the  present  bill  has  been  onder  dis- 
cussion, that  it  waa  the  int«ntiaa  of  Oovem- 
ment  to  send  the  Indiana  nmth  of  Arkansas 
and  west  of  Missonri,  and  gave  the  otnnmittea 
to  understand,  that^  if  a  proportion  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Misdsrippi,  then  under  conjura- 
tion, should  be  adopted,  he  sbonld  fbllow  it  op 
by  a  propodtion  tot  the  removal  of  the  Indians 
of  Florioa  into  that  oonntry ;  assigning,  as  a 
reason  for  the  removal,  that,  pressed  by  hun- 
ger, they  bad  broken  oat  of  their  country,  and 
were  plonderinz  and  robbing  his  conatitnenta. 
With  these  indications  of  the  direotioo  about 
to  be  given  to  the  proposed  measure  of  emi- 
gration, I  feel  mvself  bound,  as  one  of  the  Bep- 
resentstives  of  uie  West,  to  n^e  the  pnmosed 
amendment  upon  the  committee;  and  I  feel 
assured,  that,  if  gentlemen  from  the  Sonthweat 
are  anzions  for  oiia  meaanre  for  the  good  of  tlie 
Indiana  alone,  and  do  not  Intend,  aa  a  part  ot 
the  operation,  to  reUeve  themsdvaa  of  th^  In- 
diana, and  throw  them  npon  tbe  ftontier  of  the 
West,  they  will  give  to  this  proportion  a  ready 
and  willing  support — a  proposition,  the  Jus- 
tJoe,  fairness,  and  recipr(K>al  equity  of  which, 
no'  gentieman  can  deny.  It  propoaes  to  them 
to  do  as  they  would  be  done  by. 

Before  I  proceed  to  an  exanunatdon  of  the 
effeota  of  the  proposed  plan  of  emigration, 
npon  the  western  country,  oa  well  aa  npon  tbe 
Indians  themselves,  I  mait  beg  leave,  Mr.  Ohur- 
man,  to  call  tbe  attention  of  tbe  oommittoa 
anin  to  the  report  of  the  Seentary  of  War, 
i^oh  aooompanied  the  Mesaa^  of  ISSB. 
When  the  plan  there  marked  ont  is  understood 
by  the  people  of  the  western  country.  It  wiU 
fill  tbem  with  alarm.  And  here,  permit  me, 
for  a  moment,  to  point  out  some  of  its  leading 
fbatnraa.  It  jiroposea,  for  the  purpose  of  pre- 
serving the  Cidiana  from  the  dfeots'  <tf  being 
brought  in  contact  with  our  people,  to  give 
them  a  solemn  guarantee  that  ther  shall  not  be 
disturbed  by  the  encroachment  of  our  dtiiena 
upon  them,  and  that  tha  Government  shall 
never  extinguish  th^  title  to  the  oonntry  to 
which  they  may  remove,  and  which,  onder  the 
faith  of  this  Oovemmeiit,  aolemnly  pledged, 
they  are  forever  to  occupy  as  a  perpetual  home. 
Under  this  pledge,  it  prcqMwes  to  remove  tba 
Southwestom  Indiana  in  the  diraotioa  alreatty 
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aUted,  Then  I  first  Adverted  to  the  report. 
ThoH  of  ArkoDMS  and  MiMonri  to  be  moved 
forward  beyond  their  bonndikries ;  while  it  is 
^poeed  to  transfer  thoee  of  DJinoie,  Indiana, 
Oliio,  and  the  Peninsnia  of  Michigan,  into  the 
c<iiuiti7  north  of  Ulinoi^  and  west  of  Lake 
Uiohigan.  And  last  of  al^  as  appean  from  the 
Hcasage,  wpu«t«  Oovemmenta  are  to  be  insti- 
tnted  over  each  tribe,  (about  fortjr  in  nnraber,) 
and  a  General  Qovemment,  for  uie  resolatioii 
of  the  whol^  ia  to  be  eatabUshed  over  tbe  vast 
ext«nt  of  oonntrj' thna  to  be  (q>portioned  among 
theMvaiioQshOTdes  of  Indiana.  These  are  the 
leading  ftotnrea  of  the  great  plan  of  lodian 
dviltiation  and  Indian  ooloniutdon,  as  origi- 
Dally  reoommended  bj  tiie  Ezecnuva  of  Uie 
oonntrT^.  Let  ns  add  to  it,  the  roodificataon 
whioh  gentlemen  seem  now  to  have  in  txmtem- 
plation,  that  of  removing  the  Indiana  of  the 
Boiithweat  upon  the  frontier  of  Ute  Northwest, 
and  then,  nr,  let  oa  panse  for  a  moment  to  sor- 
vey  the  ecatdilion  of  the  western  conntrj,  and 
the  inoalonlabie  conaeqnences  that  most  result 
to  it,  to  the  Union,  ana  to  the  Indians. 

Snoh  a  dispoution  of  the  Indians  greallj  en- 
danger*  the  Kcority  of  the  whole  western  fron- 
tier, and  renders  the  condition  of  Hiseonri,  in 
partionlar,  imminently  perilous.  If  yon  anc- 
ceed  in  the  plan  of  civiluation,  the  increase  of 
population  and  morel  power  that  most  neces- 
atnly  result  from  the  BDcoeee  of  the  measure, 
added  to  thdr  preservation  as  a  distinct  race 
of  men,  and  the  great  extent  of  country  occu- 
pied by  them,  most,  nnavoidabiy,  bring  about 
the  establishment  of  a  Government  independent 
of  onr  own.  Sir,  I  will  not  qiecnlate  upon  the 
oonseqnences  tliat  wonld  follow.  Snfflce  it  to 
s^,  that  no  lover  of  his  country  would  snbject 
it  to  snob  imminent  periL  If  you  even  inoor- 
porated  them  into  tins  oonfederac;,  from  the 
moment  their  numbers  and  moral  power  had 
risen  up  to  the  point  of  ability  to  resiHt,  you 
conld  not  prevent  their  separation  another  hour. 
Between  oistinot  races  of  men,  passions  and  in- 
tereata  enongb  to  effect  this  would  ever  be  found 
rea^  at  bud.  But,  suppose  the  experiment 
to  civilize  tliem  sbonld  fail— as  I  Hhell  under- 
take, before  I  rit  down,  to  show  it  most — what 
then  would  be  the  rituatlon  of  the  western 
froalder  I  Whenever  yon  might  happen  to  be 
at  war  with  either  En({4and  or  Mexico,  or  both 
togeUier,  all  of  which  may  occur,  at  least  within 
the  range  of  possibility,  not  to  say  probability, 
in  the  pK^resa  of  onr  history,  the  enemy  has  a 
cordon  of  savages,  extending  from  the  Canadian 
to  the  Mexican  line.  I  say  the  enemy,  because 
while  the  uvsge  lives  on  the  frontier,  yon  will 
alw^s  find  him  the  enemy ;  and  for  this  there 
is  no  remedy,  but  to  BUTonnd  and  hem  him 
in  by  your  ^[julation.  The  extent  of  the 
shocking  atrocities  that  wonld  follow  this  state 
of  thin^  no  man  can  estimat«.  Place  around 
MiSBOun  on  the  north  and  west,  in  conjunction 
with  the  two  hundred  thonsand  that  wonld  be 
there  beades,  the  uxty  or  seventy  thousand  In- 
dians of  the  Sonthweet,  and  wW  have  yon 


done  I  Ton  have  execnted,  by  a  single  move* 
ment,  Uie  great  plan  of  Tecumseh,  that  carried 
terror  and  dismay  to  every  cabin  beyond  the 
All^anies.  It  was  upon  these  same  Indiana 
of  tne  South,  that  he  munly  relied.  With 
them  he  laiwred  to  bring  about  a  concentration 
of  Indian  power,  not  for  the  purpose  of  civiliat- 
tdon,  but  to  resist  and  arrest  the  march  of  your 
population,  and  then  to  draw  a  perpetnal  line 
of  separation  between  them  and  us.  The  aav- 
ages,  by  this  arrangement,  rendered  formldaUe 
in  nnmbera,  and  anil  more  so  from  famine  and 
geon^ihleal  pontJon,  the  frontier  inhaUtanta 
of  ^asoori  would  be  sutfjeotto  constant  pillage 
in  peace,  and  the  most  horrid  atrocities  in  war. 
Nor,  indeed,  wonld  the  frontier  settlers  of 
Illinois  and  those  of  the  Peninsula  of  Michigan, 
be  in  a  situation  much  more  enviable.  If  the 
name  and  the  prowess  of  Tecumseh  are  so  Car 
forgotten  here,  as  to  induce  ns,  voluntarily,  to 
ooQoentrate  the  whole  Indian  power  on  the 
frontier,  it  is  far  otherwise  in  the  West — they 
are  not  forgotten  there.  I  think,  Mr.  Ohtui^ 
man,  1  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  that,  when  at 
war  with  either  England  or  Mexico,  the  whole 
Indian  power  would  raise  the  tomahawk  and 
scalping  knife  against  us.  The  histo^  of  the 
past  gives  almost  certain  monition  of  the  fb- 
tnre.  We  have  ever  found  them  in  alliance 
against  us,  end  we  ever  shall,  at  every  favora- 
ble opportunity,  while  th^  have  strength  to 
make  on  effort  for  their  existence.  Their  pol- 
icy towards  us  has  been,  and  will  be,  in  tune 
to  come,  the  policy  of  nature  and  feeling.  They 
know  fim  well  that  we  are  the  cause  of  all  their 
calamities,  and  that,  ttoia  ns  alone,  they  have 
any  thing  to  fear.  The  post,  the  present,  and 
the  fiiture,  are  ever  open  to  th^  view.  When 
they  look  bock  to  the  Atlantic,  and,  in  the  lan- 
gnage  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Ur. 
SitiTH,)  recall  to  mind,  "that  they  have  been 
driven  from  river  to  river,  end  from  hill  to 
hill,  until  they  have  scarce  a  standing  place 
left,"  and  still  see  the  rising  tide  of  onr  ponnla- 
tion  sweeping  over  them  with  accumnloted 
force,  it  is  natural  they  should  seite  upon  vnry 
opportunity  that  promises,  even  by  possibilttj, 
to  arrest  Uieir  threatened  destiny :  they  will 
do  it,  and  we  deceive  onrselvee  if  we  think 
otherwise.  Bnt,  sir,  the  conse^uenoea  to  the 
West,  do  not  terminate  with  putting  in  Jeopardy 
its  peace  and  eecnrity.  Try  this  experiment 
of  coloniEotion  upon  tiie  plan  propowd,  with 
the  proffered  pledges  and  gnaranteea,  and,  ^ 
all  the  boundless  re^nns  of  the  West,  the  Pe- 
ninsula of  Michigan  alone  wonld  be  left,  to  in- 
crease the  nmnb^  of  the  Western  States. 

But,  Mr.  Oboirmon,  passing  fVvm  this  to^c^ 
let  me  direct  your  attention  to  the  appropriatioD 
now  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  BouUt 
Oarolma,  and  to  which  the  amendment  now  nn- 
der  consideration  applies.  The  appropriatioa 
is  asked  for,  for  the  avowed  purpose  of  estia- 
guishina  the  tiUe  to  the  Cherokee  lauds  in  Geor- 
gia, and  to  !dd  in  the  removal  of  the  Oherokeea 
and  other  Indians,  on  this  aide  the  Mississippi, 
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to  tbe  coutitiy  west  of  that  river.  OenUenien 
h>TC  Mid  tbkt  tiuB  prooedara  ia  in  Booord  with 
Uh  Mtablisaed  poliejr  of  the  OoMrnmeot,  and 
thsthimuiHtj  reqiiire&  at  oar  hand&  the  prow- 
eo&m  of  tluit  poUer-  lahallmidarUketoBhow, 
thai  gentleinen  ora  mistaken  in  both  theM 
pnifM^tiona.  Tbey  appeal  to  the  menage  of 
leU,  bei«tofi>r«  i^okeo  o^  and  proftea  to  act 
Bpaa  il,  aa  the  haas  of  the  policy  dow  proposed. 
I  am  yet  to  learn,  that,  when  the  fizeoDUre 
Modi  >  oommimicatioDto  Coogrees,  reoommend- 
iag  legisUtJtm  on  an;  rat^ect,  it  is,  therefore, 
to  be  oonsidered  the  policy  of  the  GoTerament, 
until  it  is  aanctionea  here.  If  we  look  into 
tbe  Kibject,  it  will  be  seen,  that  gentlemen  are 
grnng  Erectly  coonter  to  that  message.  Mr, 
iCoiiroa,it  istne,  reoommendt  (lie  removal  of 
Am  Indiana  *,  bnt  be  also  reoommends,  in  the 
moat  tiDpreadre  manner  that  not  a  rii^;le  step 
■hall  be  taken  towards  its  aooomplisbment, 
nntil  eerttaa  prelhninarj  leglslatioo,  of  the 
ntmoat  moment  to  seonre  their  safety,  is  adopted 
by  Congreoe.  Let  me  osU  the  attention  of 
Oe  eommittce  to  those  passage*  in  the  meass^ 
wbidi  oontaio  a  geoeial  qte^oatiou  of  its 
object,  and  reoonimend  the  mode  of  its  ao- 
eomptidiment. 

Mr.  UoanM  aays, "  the  great  otjeot  to  be  ao- 
etmpli^ed,  is  the  removal  of  these  tribes  to 
tbe  territ^^  deripiated,  on  conditions  which 
diallba  s^sfactotr  to  themselves,  and  honora- 
bb  to  tbe  UnitBd  States.  This  can  be  done 
ody  by  eon  veying  to  each  tribe  a  good  ^tle  to  an 
adwjaate  porticxi  of  land,  to  which  it  may  ccn- 
■ent  to  rentove ;  and  bj  providing  for  It  there, 
a  systaoi  of  interna]  government,  whi^  shall 
protect  their  property  from  invasion  ;  and  by 
the  regnlar  progress  at  improvement  and  oivili- 
ntioa,  prerant  that  degeneracy,  which  has 
goncrBgy  mailed  the  tranutioo  from  the  one  to 
ae  other  state.  The  digest  of  such  a  Govem- 
mtBL  with  the  consent  of  the  Indians,  which 
shooM  be  endowed  with  safflcient  power  to 
Beet  all  tbe  objects  contemplated  to  connect 
Um  sevnsl  tribea  together  in  a  bond  of  amity  ; 
Id  pnaerve  order  in  each :  to  prevent  iotmsion 
SB  their  proper^ :  to  teach  them,  by  regnlar 
inslnetuHis,  the  arta  of  civilized  life,  and  make 
them  a  elviUzed  people,  is  an  object  of  very 
high  imponance.  It  is  the  powerfol  consideta- 
tioD  whtdi  w«  have  to  offer  to  these  tribes,  as 
an  indnoeanent  to  relinqnish  tbe  lands  on  which 
tb^  DOW  reside ;  and  to  move  to  tlioae  which 
■re  dengtiatad.  With  a  view  to  this  important 
oUset,!  reooounend  itto  Oongresa  to  adopt,  t^ 
mnnn  declaration,  oertMo  fiuidamental  prinoi- 
fiea,  in  accord  with  those  above  snggested,  as 
;he  baaia  of  snob  arrangements  as  m^rM  enter- 
td  into  with  the  several  tribes,  to  the  strict 
riwTvanee  of  which,  the  &ith  of  the  nation 
AaD  be  pledged.  I  recommend  it,  also,  to  Oon- 
ptm,  to  provide  by  law  for  the  appointment 
vl  a  anitable  number  of  commissioners,  who 
AsB,  nnder  the  direction  of  the  Preddent,  be 
naborixed  to  vist  mad  ezplun  to  the  several 
Mbea  die  olyecta  of  the  Qovernment;  and  to 


to  oarry  those  ol^jeala  into  effect" 

No  digest  of  Government,  or  fundamental 
prindplea.  aa  here  recommended,  have  1>een 
adopted  by  Oongressi  aa  the  bans  c^  the  ar- 
rangements with  them  In  this  very  important 
matter  to  them,  as  well  as  to  onrselvee.  In  the 
place  of  it,  we  are  now  presented  with  thia 
(qtpropriation  to  allure  them  across  the  Mesis- 
idppL  as  hat  aa  possible ;  and  tbe  Ohrirman  cuT 
the  Oommittee  od  Indian  Afikirs  tells  ns,  that 
a  digest  of  a  Government  will  be  iH^oght  fbr- 
wai^  at  some  fatore  time ;  but  not  at  £e  prev- 
ent session,  if  1  understand  him  right  It 
cannot  be  the  Intention  at  gentlemen  to  send 
them  beyond  the  Mlariirippi,  and  then  leave 
them  to  their  Uie.  Bnt  It  reqnirea  no  spirit  of 
pnqiheay  to  foretell,  that,  if  they  are  first  taken 
there,  no  Government  will  ever  be  provided  tax 
them  ^terwarda.  To  carry  snch  a  measnra 
throtwh  thia  House,  as  the  oi^aniiation  of  a 
Odonial  Qoverament,  founded  on  new  prind- 
ples,  will  alwi^s  be  a  great  akd  difficult  work: 
The  policy  we  are  now  asked  to  adopt,  of  re- 
moving them  withoDt  any  previons  government 
al  arrangement  for  their  fotore  regulation,  will, 
if  pnrened,  result  in  carrying  them  forwwd,  at 
a  dngle  movement,  almost  half  way  to  that 
ocean  in  which  there  is  too  mach  canse  to  fear 
they  are  destined,  ultimately,  to  terminat«  th^ 
existence  and  their  miseriee  together.  Sir,  if 
we  move  at  sll,  let  as  enter  upon  this  business 
at  the  beginning.  Before  they  ai«  pushed  for- 
ward into  the  wilderness,  and  there  left  to  an- 
atohy  and  want,  let  us  present  them  with  an 
outline,  at  least,  of  the  Qovernment  we  intend 
to  institute  over  them.  If  their  consent  is  to 
be  obtained,  or  fbelings  consulted  in  this  mat 
ter,  it  is  snrdy  of  some  moment  to  them,  when 
they  are  about  to  commit  themselves  to  onr 
hands,  to  know  what  laws  we  intend  to  imposQ 
upon  them,  as  well  as  the  country  to  wniob 
they  are  to  be  removed.  Within  a  few  years, 
we  have  removed  some  Indian  tritMS  in  the 
mode  now  proposed,  and  before  we  go  ftirther, 
—  onght  to  panse  over  the  miseries  and  snfilbr- 

_s  we  hare  already  inflicted  nponthem.  It 
is  onr  boonden  duty  to  make  ample  provirion  to 
alleviate  the  distresses  of  these  miserable  victima 
of  oar  cupidity  and  avarioe.  Thus  far  this  or 
any  other  necessary  appropriation  shall  have 
my  hearty  sapport.  Bat  such  have  been  their 
earrings,  that  in  my  opinion,  it  would  dishonor 
this  Hoase  to  go  a  single  step  farther  in  this 
work  of  desolation,  nntil  ample  and  certain 
means  are  first  provided  to  prevent  a  reeorreDoe 
of  similar  calamities.  Oommissloners  were  sent 
in  the  year  1624,  to  trest  with  the  Florida  In- 
dians for  their  oonntry,  who  were  living  in  the 
heart  of  that  Territory  in  plenty  end  content 
We  proposed  to  send  them  into  the  peninsula 
of  Flonda;  they  told  ud  they  could  not  live 
there,  and  iDtreated  ns  to  leave  them  in  tlie  en- 
joyment of  their  homes,  and  deolsred, "  that 
nothing  short  of  force  oonld  oon^  them  to 
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go" — [Ex.  Doo.  74,  lA  MSB.  19  Oong.,  page  SB.] 
We  exMt«d  obedioDce  to  onr  demanda.  With 
tears  aod  with  prajen  the;  threw  tliemielTea 
upon  OUT  mere)',  uid  beeoaght  us  not  to  drive 
tfaem  from  tlieir  homes.  With  prophetio  de- 
■oriptioii  tha^  pointed  out  to  iu  the  &te  we 
were  prepariog  for  them :  bat  sU  in  Tun.  We 
hJd  them  "  Omj  most  go,"  We  told  them  far- 
ther, (what  we  ere  now  ttdd,)  tfa&t  in  the 
oonnby  we  had  prorlded  for  them,  thej  woald 
beSraefiromtheuitra>[(mof  tbewbiteman,  and 
there  ther  wonM  be  rich  and  hupj.  In  ihie 
way  we  mvre  them  from  the  land  of  their  na- 
tivi^.  We  took  fromthemthrir  cabins  and  oal- 
ttvated  fielda.  Oar  o(nnmi«noDers,  moved  bj 
their  repreebntations,  iiisert«d  a  atipnlatioo  in 
the  treaty  that,  if  the  oonntiT  to  which  they 
vent,  did  not  oontun  ^ood  land  enoogh  for 
them  to  lire  upon,  their  nortbem  boandarj, 
shoold  be  extended  so  ea  to  embraoe  good  land 
enon^  for  their  aopport,  Thej  went,  and 
what  followed!  It  was  stated  here,  two  sesdona 
ago,  that,  ont  of  five  thoosand  who  emigrated, 
atteen  hundred  had  perished  of  famine  and  dis- 
treea,  ia  the  miserable  swamps  andsandsof  that 
peninanla.  The  yoioe  of  their  snfferiugB  oame 
np  to  this  Hoose,  and  we  voted  (20,000  for 
their  relief.  I  then  had  the  honor  to  move  a 
nsolntion  to  carry  the  treaty  into  effect.  And 
a  qaanttty  of  land,  aaid  to  be  eoffloient  to  se- 
onre  them  from  want,  was  afterwards  asrigned 
them.  Bat  it  aeema  their  sofibringa  were  not 
at  an  end.  The  gentleman  from  llorida,  but  a 
daj  or  two  mnoe,  oompluned  that  theae  Indians 
were  plnndering  his  constitiients.  That,  forced 
faito  the  settlements  by  hanger,  '^bey  most  live 
by  plonderinR,  or  starve."  The  gentleman  says, 
itia  impossible  fi>r  them  to  live  where  they  are, 
■od  is  for  tending  tiiem  two  thoosand  miles 
BiMihweat,  iatoregioDa  beyond  Misaonri,  where 
hia  OMUtltDenta  will  be  no  loager  tronbM  by 
them.  There,  Indeed,  they  might  die  anheard 
and  nnaeen :  for,  rest  asanred,  nr,  the  frosta  of  a 
northern  climate  wonld  aoon  ont  off  the  miaera- 
ble  remnant  that  haa  aorrived  the  famine  and 
of  the  snltry  swamna  they  now  in- 
ibiL  I  will  point  oat  to  the  gentleman  a 
nearer  and  speedier  relief  for  their  safferings — 
carry  the  treaty  into  fall  and  immediate  effect. 
Oiva  them  good  land  enough  to  live  on :  for, 
■arely  we  have  long  enongh  delayed  to  eiecnte 
the  ot>Iigations  of  right,  amid  the  cries  of  haman 
suffering.  And  I  hope,  after  this  information, 
that  my  ooHea^pe^be  Ohairman  of  the  Oommic- 
tee  on  Indian  Amirs,  will  consider  that  the 
live*  of  theee  perishing  men  are,  in  some  degree, 
in  hia  bands ;  and  I  invoke  him,  aa  a  Obristian, 
to  sea  that  this  treaty  Is  carried  into  effect. 
And  that  I  myself  may  not  be  wanting  in  the 
disoharge  of  iJie  daties  of  hnmanity,  I  will  call 
his  attention  to  the  subject  on  some  other  eoita- 
ble  occasion,  Bnt,  nr,  the  Florida  Indians  are 
not  the  only  ones  that  we  have  redaced  to  dis- 
tress by  removal.  About  the  same  time,  we 
made  a  treaty  with  the  Qnapaw  Indiana,  a 
amsll  tribe  liv^  in  the  Territorr  of  ArkanBB^ 
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and  removed  them  into  some  dialant  and  inhos- 
pitable region,  where,  when  we  hearof  them  at 
all,  it  is  of  the  intolerable  miseries  and  fiunine  ' 
to  which  we  have  aal^eated  them.  If  other 
examples  of  the  fhiits  of  this  oinel  poUoy  arc 
wanting,  they  ore  ready  at  hand.  We  sent  the 
Belawares,  and,  perhaps,  some  otlier  tribes, 
which  lived  northwest  of  tiie  Ohio,  across  the 
Missiawppi.  Let  os  devote  a  moment  to  thdr 
condition.  Mj  coUeagae  over  the  way,  (Jtr. 
Woods,)  yesterday  read  an  extract  from  a 
letter  of  General  Clark,  the  Indian  Snperintend- 
ent  beyond  the  Hixeiasippi,  written  two  years 
since,  in  which  he  speaks  of  &cts  within  his 
own  knowledge,  and  as  sncb  commanicat«d 
here  in  on  onthentic  shape.  Speaking  of  tho 
oonntry  where  these  Indians  have  been  sent, 
(and  to  which  this  appropriation  is  asked  to 
send  more,)  be  says,  "aaring  several  seaaona  in 
every  year,  they  (the  Indians)  are  distressed  by 
famine,  in  which  many  die  for  want  of  food^ 
and  dnriag  which  the  living  child  is  often 
bnried  with  the  dead  mother:  because  nono 
can  spare  it  so  much  food  as  wonld  soattin  it 
throagh  ite  helpless  infancy."  It  is,  sir,  to  ii^ 
crease  the  nnml>er  of  these  miserable  beiugi 
l>ejond  the  Mississippi,  and  thus  add  new 
and  increased  distress  to  these  r^ons  of  flun- 
ine,  that  this  appropriation,  if  granted,  is  to  be 
in  part  applied. 

To  sustain  and  relieve  from  anffering  tliow 
whom  we  liave  reduced  to  distress,  is  onr  sol' 
emn  daty,  and  so  &r  as  this  appropriation  ia  to 
'     so  applied,  it  will  have,  as  I  have  already 

id,  my  hearty  anpport.  But,  sir,  the  great 
object  of  this  appropriation  is  the  removal  of 
the  Indians.  And  I  appeal  to  gentlemen  to  say, 
whether  they  can,  ia  tneir  consciences,  go  for- 
ward another  step  in  this  work  of  desdation. 
A  letter  from  the  same  gentleman,  writtei}  a 
short  time  since,  was  also  read  yeeterday,  at 
the  request  ot  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  Indian  Affairs,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
the  necessity  of  making  this  appropriation. 
That  letter  depicts,  in  huignaee  of  mach  feel- 
ing, the  present  sufferings  of  these  unfortunate 
Indians,  whom,  he  oaya,  we  have  induced  to 
leave  their  comfortable  homea  to  go  tieyond  the 
Hissisuppi,  with  oaBorances  of  protection  and 
Bupport.  The  touching  appeal  of  the  writer  to 
Congress  in  their  behalf,  produced  a  strong 
sensation  of  sympathy  upon  the  committee. 
The  letter,  though  read  as  an  appeal  to  tttat 
committee,  in  &vor  of  the  impropriation,  con- 
tains, like  all  the  &cts  I  have  adverted  to,  an 
unanswerable  argament,  to  show,  that  with 
this  knowledge  before  us,  we  cannot,  unless  we 
are  totally  insensible  to  human  suffering,  ex- 
pend another  dollar  in  seducing  these  misera-  . 
bla  people  from  their  comfortable  homes,  and 
which,  we  have  volumes  of  evidence  to  show, 
they  are  anxious  to  retain.  It  also  shows,  in 
the  same  unanswerable  manner,  the  necessity 
of  m^ng  ample  and  ^leedy  provision  for  those 
whom  we  have  reduced  to  suffering  and  want. 
I  thbik,  Mr.  Ohairman,  I  have  now  shown,  that 
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tbe  mazuer  in  which  w«  liAve  taken,  aad  now 
jjropose  to  t«ke  the  Indiana  beyond  the  Ifissis- 
sppi,  ia  not  only  coatraiy  to  the  mode  pointed 
tat  ind  reconunended  by  ICr.  Uonroe,  but  that 
vbit  we  have  done   is  a  high-handed  outrage 
vfok  bnmaiutj,  the  further  progress  of  which 
re  ire  nnder  solemn  obligationa  to  arreat.    But 
BOM  gentlemen,  during  tbU  debate,  bare  ae- 
Mited  that  the;  &re  proceeding  according  to 
the  reoommeadation  of  the  Eiecative,  for  tlie 
«  of  ginng  them  the  full  benefit  of  the 
1, 1  Hhall  grant  the;  are  so  proceeding 
Dowever  incorrect  the  admigaion  maj'  be.  in 
point  of  bet,  as  I  have  already  shown.     I  shall 
now  maintain,  that  the  plan  of  colonizing  the 
Insane   and   establiahing  a  GovemmeDt  over 
Qieia,  and  thereby  bringing  about  their  civili- 
aOion,  is  wholly  viuonary  and  impracticable. 
Let  na  first  look  into  the  argnment  of  gentle- 
men in  ita  Cavor,  and  aee  what  it  amonnta  to. 
They  bc«n  with  a  moving  description  of  the 
wretohed  and  d^raded  condition  of  the  Indi- 
ana, aod  Msert  uiat  they  are  nnkinc  in  Intel- 
leet,  mOTals,  and  numbers.    All  thu  may  be 
triM  of  aoane  of  the  tribes ;  bnt  it  ia  qnite  the 
K^tnb,  when  aaaerted  of  the  most  popnloiu 
tribes  IK  the  Booth,  aa  the  documents  now  on 
oor  t^ea,  and  thoaa  that  have  been  aent  here 
fortomeaeBaonspast,inconteatabl7prove.  Bat, 
for  the  porpoaes  of  the  argnmenL  f  shall  give 
gntlusHi  the  benefit  of  this  a^nisaion  idso. 
Tbey  next  aaaert  that  the  whit«  people  cormpt 
iod  maltreat  them.    This  I  ahall  also  admit  to 
be  tnie,    From  all  which,  they  come  to  the 
eonduAm  that  the  Indian  cannot  be  civilized 
In  001  D^i^bcrhood ;  but  that,  if  taken  into 
some  ffistant  region,  beyond  the  inflaence  of 
oar  example,  he  will  change  his  habits,  and 
grow  np  into  otvilization.     The  inferences  I 
shall  not  admit.     I  ahall  not  admit  that  he  csn- 
aoi  be  eivilixed  in  the  midst  of  civilization,  and 
shall   deny  that   nnder  the   circamstancea   in 
which  tliis  esperiment  is  to  be  made,  he  can  be 
dnHied  in  the  wildemeas.    Gentlemen  mun- 
tafai,  and  oooatantly  assert,  with  all  the  confl- 
deoce  of  an  establislked  fact,  that,  when  brought 
together  in  the  wildemesa,  and  ahnt  ont  from 
the  inflvence  of  oar  people,  they  will  be  eivil- 
ixed.   This  assomea  the  whole  matter  in  con- 
tfuveiay,  and  it  cannot  have  escaped  the  notice 
at  the  committee,  that  no  gentleman  has  nnder- 
takcn  to  explain  the  process  by  which  it  Is  to 
be  done;  or,  what  is  of  more  importanoe,  to 
state  the  Dicta  or  eiperienoe  to  anstain  the  a»- 
■dinptioiL    It  ia,  iiueed,  admitted,  that  they 
kare  neitlier  facts  nor  experience  to  guide  them 
ia  thia  great  experiment  of  hmnaa  reformation. 
Ve  u*  thm  thrown  back  upon  the  original 
pDond,  and  compelled  to  look  into  the  nature 
rftbe  operation  to  be  performed.    What  is  the 
diancter  of  the  people  to  be  changed  t    They 
m  ignorau^  averse  to  labor,  irregolar  in  their 
hiit^  and  Aron^^y  attached   to  the   laws, 
Bs^ea  and  cnatoms,  of  their  fathera,  which  it  ia 
fiJiBittfwf,  mnxt  be  aboliabed,  and  new  regola- 
tiottf  sobatitnted!,  to  give  Bnoceas  to  the  experi- 


ment. Next:  Whataretheprocetaestobeper- 
formed,  in  the  execution  of  this  plan  t  '^ea 
they  are  examined  in  dettul,  it  will  be  thund, 
their  number  and  complexity  are  snch  as  to 
render  the  experiment  altogether  hopeless. 
They  mnat  be  brought  to  consent  to  emigrate, 
and  to  abolish  their  laws  and  usages.  You  mnat 
porchaae  their  oonntry,  and  pay  for  their  im- 
provements— buy  another  country  for  them, 
and  remove  its  occupants;  induce  them  to 
adopt  the  Government  you  have  provided  for 
them,  and  put  themselves  nnder  your  control; 
bring  their  chie&  to  consent  to  relini;[nish  their 
power  and  consequence  among  their  people ; 
remove  them  throngh  the  wildemesa,  in  most 
oases,  several  hondred  miles ;  provide  supplies 
of  food  for  them  on  the  way,  and,  after  their 
arrival  in  their  new  country,  build  their  honaea 
open  their  farms,  supply  th«u  with  agricultoral 
implements,  and  animala  of  domestic  use;  causa 
them  to  desist  from  the  chase,  and  devote  them- 
selves  to  agriculture  and  the  mechanic  arta;  es- 
tablish Bobools ;  institate  a  Government  orer 
them,  and  suljeot  them  to  its  laws  and  rela- 
tions; and,  finally,  beep  up  a  atanding  mibtaiy 
force  among  them.  This  is  a  general  outline 
of  what  is  propoaed  to  be  done,  and  the  ma- 
chinery to  be  created,  as  the  means  of  efiect- 
ing  the  civilization  of  the  Indiana.  Passing 
over  the  many  and  difficult  preUminary  proceaa- 
ea,  most  of  which  cannot  be  execnted  without 
foroe,  we  will,  now,  Boppose  one  hundred 
thousand  aavages,  composed  of  thirty  or  forty 
distinct  tribes,  or  nationa,  are  taken  into  the 
wilderness  to  the  place  of  their  destjnation : 
How  are  you  to  make  them  relinquish  the 
chase,  in  a  oonntry  poiioctioing  the  strongest 
allurementa  to  it?  Unleaa  they  change  their 
habits  in  this  particular,  yon  have  efiected 
nothing  of  any  value.  They  have  neither 
knowledge  nor  inclination  to  set  themselves  at 
work.  And  how  are  you  to  overcome  these 
impediments,  and  make  them  submit  to  the  fa- 
tigaes  of  labor  I  How,  in  case  of  irr^nlar 
supply  of  food,  are  yon  to  prevent  them  from 
breaking  in  upon  the  frontier  settlements,  as 
they  now  do  in  Florida  I  If  yon  exolude  the 
whites  from  coming  among  them,  how  are  you 
to  Bupply  them  with  provisional  Who  is  to 
build  their  houses,  and  open  their  &rmsl  All 
these  things  it  ia  intended  the  whites  shall  per- 
formj  as  well  as  to  instruct  them  in  the  me- 
cbanio  arts  and  in  agriculbire.  If  you  oanae 
these  things  to  be  done  by  the  whites,  you 
neowsarily  multiply  their  intercourse  with  the 
Indians  far  beyond  any  thing  that  now  exists. 
The  idea,  therefore,  so  fondly  cherished  by 
gentlemen,  that  they  ahall  shut  out  all  iuter- 
conrse  between  our  people  and  them,  and 
thereby  remove  them  from  the  contagion  of 
our  example,  ia  wholly  erroneoua.  The  very 
operstiona  which  it  is  intended  the  whites  ahaU 
perform,  (and  which  they  must  perform,  if  done 
at  all,}  ahow  that  gentlemen  have  not  looked 
into  the  praotioal  workings  of  their  own  plan, 
when  they  tell  ns  it  is  neoesaary  to  reonova 
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them,  to  get  tliem  ont  of  the  leaeh  of  Uw  oon- 
taminatiDg  mflnence  of  th«  vhitM. 

To  build  hoiuefl  and  opeo  fiuma,  is  &  work  of 
time,  and  the  labor  of  many  hauiu.  Yon  can- 
not set  on  with  the  goTemmeat,  and  ezeonte 
ita  wversiSed  operatioiis,  withoQt  great  and 
oonstant  iotercoorse  with  the  whites — inter- 
oonne  too  with  soldien  and  other  mercenviea. 
Abiuea  would  spring  np,  and  be  practised  with 
tmpiini^,  from  th«  utter  impoonbOit;  of  eaper- 
intending  the  detuled  operatioiis  of  a  distant 
oolontal  OovemnHnt. 

Bo  fkr  from  jonr  bwng  able  to  shut  out  the 
intercourse  of  ttie  whites,  if  it  were  so  mach  as 
known  to  what  district  tbe  Indians  were  to  re- 
move, no  matter  bow  distant  tbe  ooontry,  m^ 
word  for  it.  Hi.  Ohainnan,  the  pioneers  would 
be  there  in  advance  of  them ;  men  of  the  most 
abandoned  and  desperate  obaracter,  who  hang 
npon  the  In^ana  to  defiwid  them.  Yoa  can- 
not mn  awa;  from  these  men,  nor  shot  them 
ODt  from  aooeas  to  Indiana,  scattered  over  the 
wilderness :  for,  wHh  the  pioneers,  tbe  law  is 
a  jest,  and  the  woods  th^  dement ;  the  far- 
ther jm  go  with  the  Indians,  with  Jost  so  mnch 
the  more  impnnltf  will  thej  set  jroni  laws  at 
defiance.  Indeed,  under  this  plan,  the  Indians 
wonld  be  nothing  more  nor  lew  than  poor  mis- 
erable dependent!  upon  those  who  governed 
tbem  and  sopiilied  them  with  food. 

Bat  acain,  sir,  bj  what  means  are  a  hondred 
titonaana  IndiaDs,  spread  over  the  wilderness. 
bearing  towards  each  other  inbred  hatred,  and 
itDplaoible  animosities ;  preesedb^  hanger,  and 
pressing  open  each  other's  means  of  sobsiBt- 
tfooa,  to  be  reduced  to  order,  regnlaritj,  and 
obedience  to  law  I  K  mj  oollei^e,  the  Otiair- 
man  of  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  can 
do  this,  lie  will  be  JnsUf  entitled  to  go  down 


wiU  have  done  that  of  which  historr,  either 
■acred  or  profane,  famishes  no  example.  It  is 
true,  tbe  children  of  Israel  were  led  ont  of  the 
wildemeas  into  a  land  flowing  vrith  milk  and 
honey;  bat,  oontmrj'  to  the  Divine  example, 
we  propose  to  lead  a  whole  people,  nay,  more, 
the  remnants  of  Ibrtj  different  nations  of  men, 
oat  of  a  land  of  plenty,  into  the  wildemees. 
We  oannot  make  tnis  great  and  untried  experi- 
ment npon  homan  lifo  sjid  human  happiness, 
without  incurring  the  most  solemn  reeponsibil- 
ity.  Let  ns  examine  this  experiment  in  another 
aspect,  and  it  will  be  found  that  It  is  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  provide  for  a 
hondred  thousand  inhabitants,  some  five  or  rii 
hundred  miles  in  tbe  wilderness.  Begular  sup- 
plies, from  the  very  n&ture  of  the  oountrj  over 
which  thej  must  be  carried,  could  not  be  trans- 
ported to  them. 

There  can  be  but  little  question,  that,  to  sup- 
port a  hondred  thouund  people  in  the  wilder- 
ness, would  cost  more  than  twice  as  much  as 
to  feed  doable  that  number  at  home,  where 
supplies  are  ready  at  hand.  Whatever  was 
transported  to  than  would,  from  the  labor  of 
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transportation  alone,  be  rendered  almost  39 
oofltly  as  silvw,  before  it  arrived  at  the  place  of 
consumption.  Take  the  price  of  the  ration  for 
the  Creekis  whom  we  are  now  supporting  in 
the  woods,  st  twenty  cents  a  day,  as  appears 
trum  a  document  trota  the  War  department, 
laid  on  our  taUes  a  few  d»ys  since,  and  tbe 
cost  of  this  ringle  item  trill  be  fbnnd  to  fall  not 
far  short  of  ten  millioue  per  aminm.  How  long 
wonld  we  go  on  at  this  rate  before  we  left 
theee  poor  wretches  to  perish  of  hunger!  The 
otter  impossibility  of  introducing  any  system 
of  economy  or  accountability  into  such  a  de- 
partment, where  the  supplies  are  to  be  fbmish- 
ed,  in  snch  a  country,  would  open  a  door  for 
f^d  and  peculation,  without  any  example 
among  ns. 

I  come  now,  Vr.  Cb^nnm,  to  the  contem- 
plation of  this  oppressed  peopu  in  their  present 
abodes.  We  all  agree  the  tmie  is  oome,  when 
something  ought  to  be  done  to  rescue  them 
from  estmction.  And  here,  gentlemen  turn 
n^n  us,  who  oppose  them,  and  ask  what  we 
will  do.  I  answer,  enlarge  the  means  of  im- 
provement you  are  now  employing  with  ao- 
xnowledged  success,  and  extend  your  taws  over 
them.  Try  the  experiment  where  ihey  are. 
It  will  o<Ht  but  littie,  and  if  that  fail,  there  is 
no  danger  of  bringing  distress  upon  thsm,  or 
making  their  condition  more  desperate.  It  will 
then  be  time  enough  to  try  the  scheme  of  col- 
onization, which,  it  is  not  contended,  has  any 
other  advantage  than  that  of  getting  them  ont 
of  the  way  of  the  corrupting  inSoence  of  the 
whites,  which  I  have  alreac^  shown  is  a  mis- 
taken notion.  If  the  colonization  plan  is  tried 
first,  It  will  be  too  late  to  try  the  other  after- 
wards. When  the  step  is  taken,  it  cannot  be 
retraced.  Gentiemen  maintain,  that,  because 
the  tribes  in  our  uelghborhood  have  not  be- 
come civilised,  that,  therefore,  they  cannot  be, 
unices  they  are  removed  at  a  distance  from  ua. 

Usny  of  the  tribes  have  made  great  and  flat- 
tering advances  in  improvement  And  now, 
we  are  called  upon  to  undo  all  that  we  have 
done,  by  breakmg  them  op  from  their  very 
fonndation.  But  what  is  the  argument!  It 
is,  that  civilization  oannot  spriuR  op  in  tbe 
midst  of  civilization.  That  civiJozotion  is  a 
plant  that  cannot  grow  beneath  tbe  shade  of 
the  foil-grown  tree.  Sir,  we  have  done  noth- 
ing to  civilize  them  in  a  form  that  con  touch 
the  evil  to  be  corrected;  nor  have  the  Indiana 
the  intelligence  and  moral  power  neoessary  ta 
reach  and  correct  it,  without  our  aid.  Tbe 
great  difficulty  now  in  the  way  of  their  im- 
provement, may  he  traced  to  the  nature  <rf 
their  government,  and  the  tenure  of  their  prop- 
erty. With  the  exception  of  the  Oheroxeea, 
who  have  lately  formed  for  themselves  a  consti- 
tution on  Republican  principles,  which  has 
given  some  gentiemen  nere  so  much  alarm, 
there  is  not  a  single  tribe  that  we  do  not  now 
And  under  the  same  government  and  usages, 
that  existed  on  the  day  when  the  Pilgrims  first 
l&nded  on  our  shores.    It  is  the  government  o( 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  C0NGEES8. 


ins.] 


tbe  nvaga,  fitted  to  the  savage  rtsto,  and 
wboUj  at  war  with  the  rights  and  usages  of 
einlind  man.  Efforts  at  oiviHcstion  have  been 
Bade  by  tfaoae  who  have  not  had  the  power  to 
touch  aiod  beal  tlus  avil.  And,  until  the  gov- 
t  of  tb«  Barage,  and  the  basis  apon 


vlueh  he  holds  his  property  ore  broken  up,  all 

tBorU  at  civilization,  directed  either  br  indi- 

r  bj  the  Government,  vfill  and  must 


GUL  To  expect  that  the^,  unaided,  will  do 
this,  is  to  require  of  them  more  than  miracles. 
IgnoniKe  ia  everywhere  wedded  to  the  usages 
in  which  it  baa  grown  op ;  and  were  they  to 
make  the  attempt  to  cha^e  their  Govamment, 
they  coold  not  do  it,  Thej  ore  without  the 
moral  powo',  knowledge,  and  ezperienoe  ne- 
nraiwi  J  to  make  so  greet  an  effort — an  effort, 
olwajB  Kre*t,  when  and  wherever  made.  Thej 
do  Dot  know  how  to  set  themselves  at  work ; 
and,  if  even  the  chiefs  had  the  neceflBary  knowl- 
edge and  moral  power,  they  would  naturally 
nsa  it  in  pHpetoating  their  own  inflnenoe, 

Ve  cannot  reaaonably  expect  they  will  vol- 
uitarOy  aasist  in  a  work  of  refonnation  that 
must  end  in  the  extinction  of  Uieir  own  conse- 
ipeaeo.  Besin,  then,  here;  take  sway  your 
whiskey,  ana  extend  your  laws  over  them,  end 
■ee  what  they  will  do.  Give  them  the  right  of 
indindDolity  of  property,  and  fertilize  them 
with  yoor  ichools ;  tnen,  and  not  till  then,  will 

Sn  inake  an  experiment  worthy  of  the  name, 
y  n>  doing,  yon  brin^  upon  them  no  accnmu' 
lotiaD  of  nusery  and  distreas.  endanger  no  fron- 
tier, excite  no  sectianal  Jealousy,  nor  eihauBt 
tbe  Treasury  with  a  wasteM  ezpen^tnre  of 
pol^  money.  Being  in  the  bosom  of  the 
oonntry,  and  s^iarated  from  each  other,  their 
indaeoee  would  be,  comparatively,  nnfelt.  If 
tlMy  can  be  dvilised  at  ul,  it  most  be  done  by 
thaae  aeons;  and  I  cannot  aubscribe  to  the 
dedantion  so  often  made^  that  they  feel  them- 
■dvea  to  be  *  dc^nded  rue,  and  that  onr  peo- 
ple will  always  treat  them  as  sueb. 

Tbe  Indian  has  an  innate  aeoae  of  dignity ; 
sndthoae  onwng  them  who  have  proper^,  feel 
tbeir  personal  importance,  and  are  everywhere 
taMted  with  ramwcL  Personal  dominion  over 
profi^tj  never  uila  to  impart  to  its  possessor  a 
iedmg  ot  peiBonal  oonseqoenoe,  and  to  oom- 
moad  for  him  tbe  respect  of  othen.  Tbepoor, 
naked,  and  starving  Indian,  feels  a  sense  of  per- 
■OBol  dcgiadatiwi, becanae be  ie  dependent;  be 
ia  oonmeUed,  by  his  wants,  meekly  to  submit 
to  ineolt  and  indignitr-  Bnt  give  him  proi>er- 
ty,  and  make  him  feel  that  his  means  of  anheist- 
oiM  are  withiu  his  own  command,  and  ^on 
lift  faim  up  at  once  &i»n  his  prostrate  condition. 
Te  bAve  tbe  means  ready  at  hand  to  try  tiie 
effect  of  individnality  of  property  upon  him, 
witbottt  coating  the  Treasury  a  dollar,  or  tbe 
a  single  effort.  We  have  more  than  a 
.  1  nuUiana  of  sores  of  land  in  market, 
g  •  bnyer  frtHn  year  to  year,  and  finding 
noos.  Give  to  every  need  of  an  Indian  family 
the  right  to  go  into  the  Land  Offices,  and  select 
for  hnnaelf  a  half  section  (320  acres)  of  land, 


wherever  he  pleases,  o 
ties  upon  it,  and  w  " 


condition  that  he  set- 
him  by  sncli  guards 


among  the  more  improved  tribes,  woula  gladly 
avul  themselves  of  such  a  provision,  la  this 
war,  they  would  place  themselves  volnntarily 
under  tbe  actdon  and  jurisdidjon  of  onr  laws. 
All  that  is  proposed  to  be  effected  by  a  removal 
beyond  the  MiBgisBtppi,  is  thus  bronght  ationl^ 
secretly  and  silently,  by  a  single  operatdon.  To 
do  this,  the  creation  of  no  governmental  ma- 
chinery, or  enlargement  of  £ieontiva  patronage 
is  required — we  have  the  whole  machinery 
ready  at  band  for  the  operation.  Our  Land 
Offices  are  eetablished,  and  lands  surveyed;  ex, 
if  the  Indians  should  prefer  an  ^iportiomnent 
of  the  oonntry  on  which  they  live,  our  survey- 
ing department  is  already  organized  to  execute 
the  work.  Estimating  them  at  a  hundred 
thousand,  six  and  a  half  millions  of  acres,  ont 
of  the  hmidred  millions  now  in  the  market, 
would  give  to  the  bead  of  each  Indian  funily 
three  hundred  and  twenty  acres ;  with  it,  we 
make  him  respectable  In  point  of  property,  and, 
what  ia  more,  we  diffuse  them  throngb  the 
country  in  search  of  good  land,  where  we  should 
hear  no  more  of  their  suffering  and  want. 

Uy  colleague  Qir,  Woons)  yesterday  said, 
that  a  gentleman  from  the  South,  well  acquunt- 
ed  witn  the  Indian  character,  hod,  on  a  former 
oocauon,  observed  to  him,  "  give  to  an  Indian 
a  slave,  and  yon  moke  a  man  of  him."  The 
condition  of  the  Southern  Indians,  no  donbt, 
fully  verifies  tbe  truth  of  the  remark.  Permit 
me,  sir,  to  say,  by  way  of  modification,  give 
him  a  taim  of  820  acres  of  land,  and  you  as 
oertt^y  make  a  man  of  him,  and  a  much  bet- 
ter man. 

Mr.  LouPxnr  sud,  it  was  alw^s  with  relno- 
tance  that  he  rose  on  that  floor,  to  sohmit  any 
remarks  of  his.  Whan  I  look  round  (said  Hr. 
L.)  and  see  the  Intelligence  by  which  I  am  sur- 
rounded, I  cannot  have  the  vanity  to  enter  the 
list  of  competitors  for  the  eclat  or  dtstinotion 
which  will  be  awarded  to  him  who  makes  the 
greatest  display  of  words  on  this  floor.  Nor 
am  I  disposed  to  take  a  port  in  the  disonsrions 
of  this  House,  with  a  view  of  encouraging  the 
manufacture  of  Congresutoud  speeches.  Icon- 
mder  that  of  speeoh-makicg  one  branch  of  do- 
meedo  manufacture,  or  of  the  American  sys- 
tem, if  you  please,  nr,  which  does  not  require 
enconragement  or  protection.  It  has  already 
arrived  to  a  maturity,  which  can  enter  into  fair 
competition  with  any  oonntry  whatever,  with 
a  fair  prospect  of  Buoceas.  But,  nr,  I  stand  so 
connected  with  this  subject  in  several  points  of 
view,  that  I  cannot  shrink  from  addressing  the 
committee  on  the  present  oooasion. 

The  two  very  ^stiuKpiahed  gentlemen  from 
Ohio,  (Mr,  Woods  and  Mr,  Vnrros,)  who  have 
consumed  so  lor^  a  portion  of  the  time  of  thia 
oommittee,  In  displaying  and  exhibiting  their 
oppodtion  to  the  extinguishment  of  indtan  tJtU 
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to  land^  and  to  the  removal  of  the  Indians  to 
■ome  eligible  ritoatjon  west  of  the  river  Uiasio- 
rippi,  have  introdaced  ancb  a  mass  of  foreign 
iiiat(«r  into  this  diKOB^on,  that  tbej  will  ex- 
onse  me  in  mj  present  state  of  health,  fbr  de- 
oUulng  to  follow  them  in  all  thrfr  labored  argo- 
ments  and  detuls  npon  this  sabjeot.  The  best 
reftitaliiMi  which  can  be  presented,  to  all  that 
diese  gentlemen  have  said  upon  this  important 
and  interesting  Bnbjeat,  will  be  found  in  the 
fbst  that  tbe^  stand  opposed  to  the  wisdom, 
the  experience,  and  benoTolence,  of  the  whole 
ooonbrr.  In  opposilioa  to  all  th^  opinions, 
dootrines,  and  reascmlng,  I  wiU  place  ttton  «t 
James  Monroe,  John  O.  CalhoDn,  James  Bar- 
bonr,  and  a  host  of  otiiera,  who  are  experienced 
and  diaHngnlahcd  stateamen  and  patriots,  and 
who  have  long  deliberated  and  r^eot«d  npon 
the  snUeot  of  onr  Indian  poHoT  and  relationB. 
Th«M  distingnished  individnals  have  all  arrived 
at  the  same  resnlts ;  that  the  011I7  hope  of  sav- 

Stbe  remnant  tribes  of  Indians  from  min 
extennination,  was  to  remove  them  flrom 
thedr  present  abodes,  and  settle  tbem  in  a  per- 
manent abode  west  of  the  Mississippi  lUrer. 

The  views  of  all  oar  Indian  utnila,  so  Car  as 
mj  knowledge  extends,  coincides  witli  the 
friends  of  Uie  emigration  plan ;  and,  with  verj 
few  exceptions,  we  find  the  benevolent  and 

Cu  miflsionariep,  who  have  long  labored  for  the 
eSt  of  this  nnfortanate  race,  decidedly  in 
favor  of  the  emigrating  plan.  One  respectable 
denomination  of  Christians  have  memorialized 
the  present  Congress  on  this  snbject,  and  nrged, 
wiUi  much  earnestneea  and  ability,  the  results 
oi  their  labors  and  experience,  in  favor  of  the 
emigration  plan;  which  is  the  onlv  plan  by 
which  the  Indian  can  ever  be  conddered  per- 
manently located  and  settled.  Sir,  these  opin- 
ions of  wisdom,  experience,  and  piety.  I  present 
as  a  reply  to  the  volnminons  details  of  the 
two  distingniahed  gentlemen  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
Woods  and  Mr.  Yihtoit.)  If  the  oommittee,  or 
the  country,  ask  for  any  fnrtiier  reply  to  the 
remarks  of  these  gentlemen,  I  will  refer  to  the 
remarks  of  another  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
MoLxAN,)  the  honorable  Churmsn  of  the  Oom- 
mittee on  Indian  Affium  His  pertinent  and  very 
tqipropriate  remarks,  must  be  impressed  np- 
on the  recollection  of  every  gentleman  who  was 
inresent  yesterday  when  he  delivered  them. 
That  gendeman,  with  all  his  known  vigilance 
and  assidooQs  attentioD  to  Uie  local  interest  of 
his  immediate  constituents,  when  his  dnty  re- 
qnirea  it,  enters  npon  the  business  of  national 
le^slation,  with  a  liberal  dignity  of  purpose 
which  embraces  the  general  interests  of  the 
whole  country.  And,  npon  this  occasion,  the 
brief  view  which  he  took  of  this  Bobject,  and 
the  information  which  he  snbmitted  to  this 
oommittee,  is,  to  mj  mind,  sufficient  of  itaelf, 
to  obliterate  all  the  labors  of  his  two  col- 
leagnes.  Sir,  the  remarks  on  this  subject, 
submitted  by  the  Chiurman  of  the  Oommittee  ' 
on  Indian  Affairs,  reminded  me  of  the  saying  1 
of  the  wise  man  of  antiqiilty :  "  Words,  flUj  | 


KS 


Gentlemen  deiiv  that  the  policy  of  this  Gov- 
ernment is  settled,  in  relation  to  the  qnestion 
of  Indian  emigration.  I  am  of  a  different  opin- 
ion. Mr.  Monroe's  Adnunistration  marked  out 
the  plan,  and  recommended  ita  adoption  in 
strong  terms.  The  preeent  Administraticm  has 
oontinned  to  nrge,  npon  all  fit  oooasiona,  the 
views  of  its  predecessors  npon  this  aolgeot. 
Oongress,  I  adinit,  have  never  sanctioned  the 
plan  to  the  Ml  extoit  which  it  has  been 
recommended  by  the  Exeentive  Government. 
Nevertheless,  many  acts  of  legislatitm  mi^ht  be 
eited,  whi^  were  based  in  the  execution  of 
this  plan.  Look  at  the  varions  appropriations 
of  money  to  extinguish  Indian  title  to  lands 
within  the  States,  and  to  provide  for  their  re- 
moval and  settlement  west  of  the  river  Misoa- 
wppi. 

It  is  tme,  I  am  myself  in  favor  of  le^dating 
npon  a  more  extended  and  oomprehenmve  plan, 
upon  this  subject.  And,  with  a  view  to  gen- 
eral legislation  upon  this  aulject,  at  an  earl;  day 
of  the  preeent  eession,  I  introdaced  a  reeoln- 
tion,  which  wss adopted,  "Instructing  the Otan- 
nUttee  on  Indian  Alfairs  to  inquire  into  the  ex- 


limits  of  any  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  this 
Union,  to  some  eligible  mtnation  west  of  the 
river  Mississippi." 

The  report  of  the  committee,  in  answer  to 
this  resolation,  has  long  since  been  made  to 
this  House,  and  is  altogether  favorable  to  the 
ol^ecta  embraced  in  the  resolution.  As  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Oommittee  on  Indian  Affairs,  I  waa, 
however,  disposed  to  go  much  farther  than  a 
mere  favorable  report.  I  waa  disposed  to  make 
ample  provision  for  carrying  into  full  effect  the 
emigration  plan,  and  did,  accordingly,  snbmit  a 
report  and  bill  to  the  committee,  in  lieu  of  the 
report  which  was  made  to  the  Honse.  But  the 
minority  of  the  oommittee  preferred  the  report 
made  to  the  House,  and  I  felt  it  my  doty  to  ao> 
quiesoe. 

But,  tiiat  the  time  has  arrived,  when  this 
Government  mnst  change  its  policy  Id  relatioD 
to  the  Indians,  appears  to  me  so  plain,  so  dear, 
and  BO  self-evident,  that  I  cannot  see  any  reaaon 
for  delay  or  hesitation.  From  the  commenoe- 
ment  of  this  Government,  tliat  is,  from  the 
adoption  of  the  OooBtitntion  of  the  United 
States,  this  Government  has  assumed  and  ex- 
eroiaed  an  almoat  unlimited  control  over  the 
Indian  tribes  settled  within  our  boundaries.  Ik 
has  assumed  and  exerdsed  the  right  of  legis- 
lating for  them,  in  all  th«r  most  important  in- 
terests. We  luive  taken  the  gnar^anabip  of 
them,  and  treated  them  as  minora,  orphans, 
and  persons  who  were  incapable  of  managing 
dieir  own  estates.  And  the  exercise  of  this 
power  has  heretofore  been  recosnixed  as  legiti- 
mate, and  has  been  acqniescea  in  by  the  In- 
dians, by  the  States,  and  by  foreisn  nations. 
Bot,  dr,  the  day  has  already  arriveo,  when  thia 
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ttixt  of  things  cannot  longer  e;d8t  The  In- 
tSdent  coar««  piirsaed  \tj  tbii  OoTenunent, 
in  matters   in   which   (Hie  of  the  Btatee  hu  a 

Smtereet,  as  well  as  the  Indiana,  hu  weak- 
tfae  confidence  of  tiie  Indiaos,  as  well  as 
the  State,  in  this  GoTemment,  to  an  extent 
«lu(ih  baa  disposed  ^  the  parties  in  intareat  to 
look  to  their  own  Bovereigntj  for  a  remedy  of 
Um  eviU  under  which  tbej  are,  and  have  been 
labonngt  "  for,  lo,  theae  maoj  years." 

It  is  blown  to  every  gentiemsn  of  this  com- 
mittee that  my  alliimtHU  are  directed  to  the 
Mate  ot  tUnga  enating  between  the  State  of 
Georgia  and  the  Gherokee  Indiana,  and  the 
Govunment  of  the  United  States.  It  is  a  mb- 
Ject,  nr,  which,  after  oU  that  has  transpired,  I 
can  hat  approach  with  relnctance.  Bnt,  as 
ooe  of  the  jEtepreaentatiTes  of  that  State,  and 
aa  a  roember  of  the  Oonunittee  on  Indian 
AfEsir^  daty  in^>els  me  to  use  every  effort  to 
draw  the  attention  of  the  present  GongreflS,  and 
of  tiie  nation,  to  the  importance  whioh  is 
neoMsaiily  attached  to  this  sobject.  I  feel  it 
my  dnty  to  worn  this  committeeL  and  the 
n^ion,  of  the  impending  evils  which  must 
nftwisrily  grow  oat  of  an  imbecile  oonne  on 
the  part  M  diis  Oovemment.  I  deem  it  to  be 
uineeeesaiy  to  enter  into  all  the  det^la  of  the 
eompoct,  entered  into  between  Geoivia  and  the 
United  8tat«a,  in  the  year  1803.  The  histoiy 
vX  that  transaction  seems  at  last  to  be  w^ 
nndfrstood  here,  and  everywhere  else.  I 
know  tiie  snbjeot  is  perfeoUy  nndenrtood  by 
every  member  of  tbe  Committee  on  Indian 
Affiun ;  and  I  will  avail  mrself  of  this  oppor- 
tunity to  add,  that  I  have  the  most  entire  oon- 
fidence  that  every  member  of  that  committee  are 
diqwaed  to  do  instiee  to  Oeorm  as  well  as  to 
tbe  Cherokee  Indians.  Indeed,  fhuu  what  we 
daih'  hear  fh>m  members  on  this  floor,  I  caanot 
doabt  bnt  what  the  long-delayed  ri^ts  of 
GecMfia  npon  this  sat^ect  have  gained  the 
attention  Ot  the  Be^ffeaentatives  of  the  people 
of  this  nation — and  that  the  caose  of  right  and 
(tf  justice  will  no  longer  be  ni^ed  in  vain.  In 
ftiation  to  the  compact  between  Georgia  and  the 
Gttienl  Govermnent,  entered  into  in  1803,  I 
win.  briefly  state,  in  a  summary  way,  Uiat 
wbtnever  Georgia  has  ureed  the  fulfilment  of 
this  compact,  the  United  States  have  never 
deoied  the  debt,  but  nned  the  plea  of  inability 
"  '  g  that  tbe  Indlaa  tide  oonld  not  be  ez- 
I  "upon  reasonable  and  peaceable 
a"  UJMni  the  other  hand,  Georgia  has 
alh^ed,  and  oontinne*  to  allege,  that  the  very 
impedimenta  whioh  lie  in  the  way  of  extin- 
piwhmant,  have  been  prodooed  by  the  policy 
pinaed  by  tbe  United  States.  Bat  I  find,  rir, 
that  the  feeble  state  of  my  health  will  not 
admit  tit  my  extending  my  remarks  to  many 
f^ertaot  details  vrMch  I  had  intended  to  pre- 
sent to  thfa  committee ;  I  will,  therefore,  ag^ 
^TCvt  to  tbe  actnal  state  of  things  in  rela- 
tiaa  to  the  Cherokee  Indians  at  the  present 

Ihe  divnkee  Indians,  who  principally  reside 


within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  have,  in  the 
oonrse  of  the  past  year,  renewed  their  often- 
repeated  declaration,  that  they  will  never — no, 
never — reltnqnish  their  present  pcsseesions. 
They  have  placed  this  decUuation  in  a  constitn- 
tioDsl  form ;  and,  with  all  tbe  formality  of  a 
sovereign  and  independent  State,  they  have  set 
□n  for  themselves.  They  not  only  disregard 
Geor^  and  the  rights  of  Georgia,  but  they 
have  actoally  enacted  laws^  and  eiecnte  them, 
too,  which  ere  in  direct  violation  of  the  laws 
oftheUnitedStates.  I  have  the  highest  ontbor- 
ity  for  making  this  statement,  whioh  I  will 
snhmit  to  the  committee. 

The  Le^slatare  of  Oeorpa,  at  its  last 
sesaion,  have  extended  the  Jiuiadiction  of  the 
criminal  laws  of  that  State  over  tbe  Cherokee 
conntry  lying  within  the  limits  of  Georgia,  and 
have  added  the  oonutry  to  the  former  oonntiea 
of  the  State  of  Georgia.  And,  in  tbe  State 
paper  of  Georgia,  printed  at  the  seat  of  Gov- 
ernment, OfiUedgeville,)  I,  this  day,  see  the 
proolamataon  of  Governor  Forsyth,  notJi^ing 
an  persons  whom  it  may  concern,  of  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  of  the  Lc^isIatDre,  and  requir- 
ing obedtenoe  and  respect  to  its  provisions,  and 
exeontion  from  dtiuois  and  officers  of  every 
grade  and  description.  Kow,  air,  what  most 
be  the  resnlt  of  this  anomaly  of  three  separate 
and  distinct  Govermnente,  eiBrcising  sovereign- 
ty of  Jnrisdiotion,  nnder  oonfiictjn^  laws  enacted 
by  three  seporate  and  distinot  legiBlatnrea,  over 
the  same  people,  and  at  tbe  same  time  t  and,  in 
some  cases,  these  three  distinct  sovereign  legis- 
latures have  enacted  laws  upon  tbe  same 
identical  subjects,  which  laws  do  not  harmonize 
in  their  provisions. 

I  will  dve  yoQ  one  or  two  cases,  oat  of 
many,  which  actually  do  exist,  and  are  in  daily 
oonfuct  Tbe  United  States  laws  prohibit  the 
introdnetioD  of  spirite  into  the  nation,  and,  if 
introdnced  by  a  citizen,  it  is  liable  to  confisca- 
tion, with  all  his  packages  of  goods,  dtc.,  the  one- 
half  to  tbe  informer,  and  the  oth«'  to  tbe 
United  States.  Tbe  Cherokee  laws  prohibit  the 
introduction  of  spirits  also,  nnder  a  fine  or 
penalty  of  one  hondred  dollars,  and  a  forfeiture 
of  the  spirits — one-half  to  the  iofornier  and 
tbe  other  half  to  the  treasury  of  the  Cherokee 
nation.  The  laws  of  Georgia  do  not  prohibit 
tbe  sale  of  spirits  in  large  quontiUee  at  all ;  and 
those  who  wish  to  retuL  procure  a  license  frtMn 
the  county  court  for  that  purpose.  Another 
similar  case  I  wlU  present  to  the  committee. 
The  United  States  law  prohibits  peddling  in  tbe 
nation,  or  selling  merchandise  at  any  other 
than  the  places  dedgnated  by  the  agent ;  and 
annexes  its  fines  and  forfeitures  for  a  violaticoi 
of  the  law.  Ihe  Cherokee  law  anthomes  any 
citizen  to  peddle  or  trade  where  they  plea     ' 


the  officer  issuing  the  license.  The  laws  of 
Georgia  admit  of  no  peddling,  without  first 
obtdning  a  license,  for  which  the  ^plicantpays 
one  hondred  dollars  a  j^v-,  which  entities  nun 
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to  peddle  and  vend  hia  goods  aojwhere  within 
Hm  limita  of  th«  8tat«. 

Tbis  state  of  things  cannot  exist :  something 
must  be  done,  and  tlio  sooner  it  is  done  the 
better.  It  is  high  time  these  nnfortnnate 
people  shoold  know  their  destinj  plain!]'  and 
poaitiToly.  They  should  know  precisely  in 
what  relation  they  do  stand  to  tlie  United 
States,  and  in  what  relation  they  do  stand  to 
the  particular  States  in  whidi  they  reside.  A 
state  of  aospense  is  the  worst  of  all  cnielt;r 
tliat  can  be  exercised  towards  this  noble  race 
of  people.  If  they  are  to  be  resigned  to  the 
States  and  the  Btate  laws,  I  oall  upon  this  Con- 
gress to  tell  them  so.  If  we  determine  npon 
their  emigration  to  the  West,  the  sooner  they 
know  it  the  better,  thst  they  may  send  their 
Calebs  and  Joahoas  to  search  out  and  view  the 
promised  land :  for,  sitaat«d  as  they  now  are, 
and  where  tltey  are,  there  is  no  rest  for  the  sole 
of  an  lodian  foot. 

Ur.  Whttx  sud  he  felt  great  relnctanoe,  at 
all  times,  in  troubling  tlie  Honse  with  his 
remarks  on  any  snbjeot,  and  more  especially  at 
this  moment,  when  its  patience  mnst  be  ex- 
hausted by  the  elaborate  discnsaion  of  the  bill 
tmder  consideration.  He  woald  not  have  taken 
part  in  the  debate  on  tlte  present  motion,  if 
the  gentleman  from  Ohio  had  not  made  some 
observations  on  the  condition  of  the  Florida 
Indians,  and  suggested  a  mode  of  relief  which, 
in  his  opinion,  it  was  not  within  the  power  of 
Congress  to  grant.  Before  I  go  into  that  sub- 
ject, howerer,  said  Mr.  W.,  I  will  sa^  a  word 
or  two  on  the  singnlar  oonrse  of  this  debate. 
The  Committee  S  Ways  and  Means  have 
reported  a  bill  for  the  Indian  service,  which, 
among  other  things,  provides  an  appropriation 
of  money  to  enable  the  Presiaent  of  the 
United  States  to  send  exploring  parties  of 
Indians  from  the  east  to  the  west  aide  of  the 
Mississippi  Biver,  to  examine  the  conntry.  This 
exploration  may,  or  may  not,  be  followed  by 
treaties  of  cession  of  their  lands  on  the  east 
aide,  for  lands  on  the  other.  If  treaties  are 
formed  oonsequent  upon  the  examination  made 
by  them,  it  most  be  by  their  own  oouseot,  so 
long  as  the  United  States  pnrsoe  tbeir  present 
pohcy.  The  two  gentlemen  from  Ohio  have 
disonssed  this  qnesSon,  not  as  a  propMdtion  to 
obtain  information,  by  this  nnfortimate  race, 
to  see  whether  tbeir  condition  may  not  be 
bettered,  by  an  exchange  from  their  present 
deplorable  dtnation,  to  one  more  coo^nial  to 
tlieir  nature,  and  better  ad^ited  to  their  habits 
of  Kfe.  They  appear  to  discass  it  as  if  it  were 
a  proportion  for  their  removal,  without  respect 
to  their  inclinations  or  rights.  One  motion  to 
strike  ont  having  failed,  uie  gentleman  who  baa 
addressed  the  Honse  with  so  mnch  zeal  and 
ability  to  day,  proposes  an  amendment  that 
none  of  the  Indians,  sonth  of  86  deg.  SO  tntn. 
north  latitude,  shall  be  removed  north  of  that 
line.  Sir,  the  gentleman  well  knows  that  the 
United  States  own  but  a  small  portion  of  Terri- 
toTj,  if  any,  south  of  that  line,  which  is  not 


within  the  Umits  of  the  States  and  Territoriea 
If  he  supposes  that  we  do  not  understand  that 
the  object  of  his  smendroent  is  to  destroy  the 
effect  of  the  appropriation,  he  givw  as  less 
credit  for  perspicacity,  than  we  accord  to  him. 
We  onderBtaiia  this,  as  well  as  we  do  the  ulti- 
mate objects  he  baa  in  view,  in  proposing  the 
amendment.  It  would  not  have  been  mistaken, 
if  something  about  the  formadon  of  new  States 
and  Territories,  and  the  balance  of  power,  hod 
not  &llen  from  him.  The  United  States  are 
acknowledged  to  be  the  nndispnted  owner  of  all 
the  Territory  north  of  Arkansas,  and  west  of 
Hissonri,  to  the  Bocky  Mountains.  Now,  «r, 
if  it  should  be  ascertuned  that  the  miserable 
remnant  of  the  Abort^nes  of  this  Continent 
could  find,  in  that  exteimve  wUderuess,  a  hom« 
remote  from  the  white  settlements,  before  the 
advances  of  which  they  have  withered  and 
decayed,  ts  it  consistent  with  our  policy,  or 
that  long-sighted  humanity  that  I  tmst  will 
always  eharacteriie  the  course  of  thla  Govern- 
ment, to  prevent  them  A:om  enjoying  it,  upon 
mere  political  calculations  ?  It  is  acknowledged, 
by  every  man  who  understands  any  thing  of 
our  Indian  relations,  that  they  are  more  indo- 
lent, vicions,  and  worlhlesa,  in  the  vicinity  of 
the  whites,  than  remote  from  them.  They  imi- 
tate all  the  bad  habits  of  the  worst  part  of  onr 
population.  They  are,  in  some  measure,  eman- 
cipated from  the  restraint  of  their  own  Govern- 
ment, BQch  as  it  is,  by  the  facilities  afforded 
them  of  retreating  to  the  white  setUementa. 
They  lose  the  native  iudependenoe  of  the 
savage,  and,  instead  of  imitating  the  white 
man,  in  any  thing  which  ta  proper,  they  lose  all 
energy,  become  dmnkards  and  vogalxmda,  and 
depend  more  on  stealing  from  the  whites,  to 
save  them  from  starvation,  than  the  chase. 
Whether  from  nature  or  habit,  their  indolence 
in  every  situation  is  invincible,  except  only  in 
the  parsnits  of  tbeir  fathers  handed  down  to 
them  by  tradition.  I  need  not  t«ll  this  Eonse 
that  their  subsistence  is  derived  from  hnnting 
principally,  and  as  their  hnnting  grounds  ore 
diminished,  by  the  encroachmente  of  tbe  white 

Epnlation  in  the  State,  that  their  diminution 
s  been  in  the  same  ratio ;  and  all  concur  that, 


utterly  extirpated.  They  are  rapidly  melting 
away — no  one  con  deny  this — and  the  qneetion 
is,  how  ia  tills  doom  to  be  averted  1  The  prev- 
ent policy  most  result  in  their  annihilation. 
Is  it  better  to  pursne  the  course  recommended 
by  that  excellent  man  and  profound  stateanaa 
the  Iste  President  of  the  United  States,  as  th« 
result  of  his  matured  experience^  to  colonire 
them  to  the  west  of  the  Mississippi,  or  to  leave 
them  the  annojuice  of  their  neighbors,  ia 
their  perishing  condition,  where  they  now 
are  I  Are  the  benevolent  objects  proposed  for 
the  Indians  themselves,  the  peace  and  quiet  of 
yonr  citizens,  in  the  Btatea  where  they  are, 
tbe  rights  of  property,  the  protection  the  Gov- 
ernment is  boona  to  afford  to  the  persons  and 
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^tvftrtj  of  tho  people  to  the  Bonth,  to  be 
totinly  diiregmrded,  or  oonntarbftUnced  bj 
tbe  pro^wt  of  miiltiplTing  new  States  and 
Temtoriea  west  lit  the  Mueisrippi  ?  Thia  b 
tba  bue  qoMtkn.  There  is  no  disgniaiDg  it 
Kr,  I  eaanot  bdiove  tlmt  a  m^oritj  of  this 
H<»ue  can  leave  the  most  exposed  part  of  the 
United  States  sntjeet  to  the  oonstaut  snnojanoe 
and  depndatioiu  of  thU  half-starred  erratic 
noe,  and  read;,  at  all  tMes,  to  be  operated 
opm  t>j  a  Ibr^in  enem^  to  destroy  our  fron- 
tier NUlementa.  Notwithstanding  the  erils  of 
vkich  wa  jnstlT  eompl^n,  and  the  strong  olalm 
we  have  oa  uie  Ooremment,  to  chaii^  their 
polioj  in  relation  to  the  Indians,  this  bill  only 
propoMa  to  fimdah  the  means  of  an  ezamin&- 
tion,  for  their  own  t>enefit  and  for  onrs.  For 
Doe,  I  think  the  practice  of  nef^tiating  with 
Tmli»n»  a  Boltmn  uroe.  I  think  it  is  our  right 
aad  oar  dnt;  to  assert  the  snperioritj  which  all 
dTilindnatJonsbaTe  exercised  over  sarage;  and 
with  that  view,  I  introdoced  a  reaolntion,  two 
Teanapsinatrocting  the  committee  tobujnire 
urto  the  expediencj  of  laUecting  the  Indians  to 
oar  shaolnto  control.  Ithmkthatonghtnowto 
b«  the  oooTM,  and  let  oar  legLilation  be  dic- 
tated hy  hnmanitj.  They  are,  and  oaght  to 
be,  ewuidered  minors,  and  governed  sa  snch. 
Of  this,  bowerer,  it  is  not  proper  here  now  to 
qteak.  The  gentleman  fhnn  Ohio,  (Ur.  Woods,) 
Dpoa  the  anie&dment  he  proposed,  took  ooca- 
non  kindly  to  BOKgect  to  mo  a  relief  for  the 
norida  Indiana,  bj  restoring  to  them  the 
ooBnbT  tbej  had  prior  to  the  lato  treatr.  I  do 
not  dcnbt  hu  sinoeritj,  and  am  perfectly  satds- 
fiel  he  would  be  glad  to  see  the  conutrj 
restorttd  to  them,  u  he  means  the  couatry 
owned  1^  thun  by  any  title,  absolnte  or  qnali- 
fled  sndi  ••  other  Indians  posseee  within  onr 
limttc^  my  answer  ia,  that  nothing  wonld  be 
restored  to  them.  If  the  gentleman  means  the 
hadt  orer  wUoh  they  hontod,  and,  in  one 
seu^  ooeopied,  betbro  that  treaty,  I  answer, 
that  JOB  wonld  restore  to  them  t^e  whole 
eooatiy  between  Pensacola  and  the  Bt,  Johns, 
•boot  three  bnodred  and  fifty  miles  in  extent. 
IT  the  In^ana  were  the  owners  ot  all  tlus 
eouuirj,  bow  did  the  United  States  ever  oom- 
nut  this  egregiotw  folly  of  negotiatjog  with 
Sp^  lot  itt  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  who 
Mt  addrewed  the  ocnnndtte^  (Ur.  YnnoH.)  has 

CBore  into  detail  u  to  the  Florida  Indians. 
iiB  ptodged  himsdf  to  introduce  a  resoln- 
&M  reqmring  tbe  Oomndttoe  on  Indian  Affairs 
to  rnort  a  biB  fbr  the  ext«nMon  of  the  north- 
era  hoandary  Une^  and  has  aUnded,  in  terms 
of  r^TObatfam,  to  the  manner  tn  which  that 
treaty  waa  negotiated  aad  earried  into  eieon- 
tioB.  This  la  not  the  first  time  that  this  sabjeot 
hta  tiocin  introduced  here,  and  I  feel  it  due  to 
tlie  Territory  I  rejwesent,  and  to  myself  to  give 
sane  axplanatioD  of  the  matter,  u  the  gentle- 
maa  had  referred  to  the  docoments  eommnni- 
eated  to  Oongress  on  the  S8th  of  January, 
ISn,  and  among  the  ExecntiTe  puMrs  of  the 
•aeood  swiinii  M  Uie  Seventeenth  Oongress,  he 


would  have  seen  a  very  difibrent  pictore  of 


charged  with  this  bnginesa,  h«  wiU  find,  that, 
iDstead  of  being  a  contented,  hq>py,  and  indn*- 
triouB  people,  that  they  are  represented  to  be 
"very  poor,  ven  la:^,  and  great  tnfwars," 
loving  the  Engiiah^  uid  hating  ue  Ammcans ; 
"  as  uwlesa  freebooter^  among  whom  ranaw^ 
slaves  find  a  reAtge^"  and  to  have  been  gov- 
erned by  Qm  negroea  among  them.  They  were 
fbrther  represented,  bo  early  as  18S1,  when 
Florida  was  sarTendered  to  the  United  States, 
uid  long  before  that  time,  in  possession  of  that 
vast  extent  of  country  on  the  northern  coast  of 
the  Oolf  of  Mexico,  with  all  its  game,  to  have 
been  rednoed  to  great  extremities  for  the  want 
of  food,  and  to  have  plundered  the  frontier 
settlements  of  6eoi]gia  and  Alabama.  The. 
gentleman,  after  having  presented  this  view  to 
Uie  House,  st^^  that  he  U  informed  that,  sinea 
the  treaty  wis  foreed  upon  them,  about  1,000 

K  annum  have  died  of  starvation.  I  do  not 
iw  from  whenoe  this  Inframation  was  de- 
rived, bat  I  am  informed,  npon  good  authority, 
that  their  nnmber  has  not  diminished  more 
than  five  hundred  since  the  treaty,  which  is 
four  years  gone  by,  and  a  part  of  them  have 
returned  to  the  Oreek  natiou,  from  which  they 
were  fugitives,  and  the  others  have  perished 
for  want  of  food.  If  the  sngKestions  of  the 
Qovemor  of  Florida,  Gen.  Jackson,  in  1821, 
had  been  adopted,  the  people  of  that  oountiT 
wonld  have  been  saved  toeir  present  grievancea 
on  this  aooonut,  and  the  humanity  of  some  per- 
BonB  would  not  have  been  shocked  by  the  ^)eo- 
tacle  alluded  to.  He  reoommioded  that  the 
Oreeks  who  had  run  away  from  Aeir  nation, 
dnriog  the  war,  should  all  be  compelled  to  re- 
tnm,  and  that  the  natives  of  the  conntiy 
shoiud  be  disposed  of  as  Jnstioe  and  humanity 
might  dictate.  He  reoommended  that  all  of 
them  should  be  removed  from  Kim  country. 
Whatever  may  have  been  the  title  of  the  abo- 
riginal Indians  to  any  portion  of  Florida,  whioh 
I  shall  examine  presently,  no  one  can  pretend 
that  the  ftajptive  Greeks,  nnder  HcQneen  and 
Fratids,  who  ran  into  that  country  nnder  the 
enticements  of  British  agents,  to  oonlinne  the 
war,  became  proprietors  of  the  soiL  When 
the  Indians  oalled  on  General  Jackson,  he  de- 
manded the  number  and  namea  of  their  town^ 
and  the  population  of  each,  and  fr«m  what 
parts  of  the  country  they  removed ;  whicli 
was  given,  and  communicated  in  the  dooumenta 
I  have  mentioned.  After  ennmerating  a  Dom- 
ber  of  towns,  there  ie  this  emphatio  declara- 
tion, to  which  I  invite  the  attention  of  the 
gentieman :  "  The  greater  part  of  all  these  fied 


ar  part  ol 
from  the  npper  Greeks,  when  peace  was  given 
to  that  nation."  These  are  that  peaoefol,  nap- 
py, contented,  and  {ntwperous  peopl^  wbooe 
violated  rights  exdtes  so  much  commiseration 
— and  yett  these  ftagitivee,  freebooters,  and 
'    who  did  not  pretend,  in  the  prea- 
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ence  of  Oeueral  Jaekaoa,  to  cUim  mj  Isods 
whatever,  bnt  threw  themeelTes  on  bis  clemeii- 
oy,  on  the  mercj  of  the  GoTemment,  are  poT' 
ties  to  thla  treatj.  Bat,  sir,  to  recnr  to  the 
title  of  the  Florida  Indians — I  mean  the  na- 
tives :  Thej  are  the  fragmeatg  of  aeveral  tribes, 
which  have  more  neariy  approninated  that 
deetinj  to  whioh  all  seem  to  be  doomed — flnai 
extinction — nnlcBg  they  are  removed  to  the 
west  of  the  Miasissippi.  What  alum  they  had, 
is  difficntt  to  be  oetermioed.  The  Spanish 
Government,  it  is  believed,  never  acknowl- 
edged any  absolato  ownership  in  the  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  their  provinces.  They 
have  gone  aomewhat  fulher  than  we  have  ir 
limiting  their  rights.  The  United  States,  by 
thdr  act  of  disfranehiaement,  have  declared  all 
aalea  of  the  Indiana,  only  to  themselvea,  void, 
and  it  may  be  aseerted,  that  their  policy,  like 
^that  of  moat  Govemmonta,  was  regolated  by 
their  power.  In  17&4,  shortiy  after  the  retro- 
cession by  the  British  Government  of  the  Flor- 
idaa  to  Spain,  a  treaty  waa  formed  between  the 
Indians  then  in  Florida,  and  his  Catholic  UaJ' 
esty,  in  which  they  are  inoorporated  as  Span- 
iah  snl^ecta,  promised  allegiance,  and  are  to  be 
protected  in  the  lands  they  occnpy,  which  was 
oonatmed,  aft«rwards,  by  Sp^n,  to  be  tiieir 
fjarma  and  villages,  to  be  nsnfrnctnarj  Int«re8t, 
and  they  tenants  at  will  of  the  Spanieb  king, 
and  any  sale  of  theirs  without  the  assent  of 
the  Spanish  authorities,  wonld  be  a  retinqnish- 
meat  of  possesion,  end  not  soil.  Spain  per- 
mitted them  to  suL  in  several  instances,  Uie 
lands  they  occopied,  but  the  sales  were  of 
comrse  to  be  ratified  by  the  legitimate  anthor- 
ities  of  the  king,  which  demonstratee  that  it 
was  a  tiUe  ju5  med«,  When  these  docnmente 
were  sabmitted  to  this  House,  and  referred  to 
the  Oommittee  of  Indian  Affiurs,  they  made  a 
report  declaring  their  opinion,  that,  as  a  no- 
tion, the  Indians  owned  no  lands  in  Florida— 
that  they  were  incorporated  as  Spanish  snb- 
jeotfi,  and,  like  all  others,  conld  obtain  grants. 
This  report  was  then  concurred  in.  I  admit 
that  the  inatmotions  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  which  the  treaty  was  n^tiated,  was  a 
partial  recognition  of  some  right  in  them ;  bnt, 
whether  absolotey  qoalified,  or  poaseasory,  is 
not  indicated.  If  the  view  tAken  by  General 
Jackson,  and  by  the  Committee  of  Indian 
Affairs,  be  correct,  we  were  not  bonnd  to  ne- 
Kotiato  with  them  at  all.    They  were  the  sab- 


and  extent  uf  the  title  of  the  natives,  howevei , 
no  one  will  pretend  that  these  fagitive  Creeks, 
by  seeking  a  hiding-place  in  Florida  to  carry 
on  the  war,  had  any  right  of  soil — end  yet  they 
are  there ;  and  we  are  asked  to  restore  them  to 
their  rights,  or  to  extend  the  northern  limit  of 
the  treaty  among  onr  own  population,  for  their 
benefit,  Spain  ceded  the  provinces  to  the 
TTnited  States  in  fnll  property.  They  had  no 
rl^t,  heton  we  held  a  treaty  with  them :  that 
traaty  gives  tliem  four  iiulli(nu  tliirty-two 


tiioDBand  acres  of  land.  It  is  reported  they 
oannot  live  within  the  boundary ;  an  applica- 
tion was  made  to  Congress  to  extend  it;  the 
bill  foiled,  and  the  Secretary  of  War,  under  one 
of  the  articles  of  the  treaty,  after  the  ai^oum- 
mint  of  Congress,  upon  the  application  of  the 
agent,  removed  the  line  so  lar  north,  as  to 
cover  twenty  thousand  acres  of  sugar  land, 
npon  a  part  of  which  there  are  private  grants 
made  by  the  Spanish  Government,  and  con- 
firmed by  the  United  States.  I  have  eud  it  is 
not  in  the  power  of  Congress  to  extend  this 
line.  There  is  no  good  land  between  the  pres- 
ent limit  and  the  Georgia  line,  that  it  is  not 
covered  by  Spanish  grants,  the  most  of  which 
have  been  confirmed  by  the  United  Statee. 
The  treaty  with  Sp^n,  prior  in  date,  binds  tJie' 
United  States  to  confirm  them,  and  the  Consti- 
totion  of  the  United  Stotes  protects  the  rights 
of  Individoals  wunet  any  power  under  this 
Government,  l^ese  cl«ins  are  confirmed  by 
aet  of  Congress,  and  I  ask  what  aolhority  we 
have  to  extend  an  Indian  boundary  over  the 
land  of  an  individual,  whose  right  Is  (brtified 
by  treaty,  by  the  constitution,  utd  by  our  own 
law !  The  deplorable  condition  to  which  theae 
Indians  have  aometimea  been  reduced,  cannot 
be  ascribed  to  the  small  quantity  of  land  which 
they  have.  It  has  its  origin  in  other  canaea. 
The  only  articles  ever  cultivated  by  them,  or 
most  generally  cnltivBted,  are  com  and  peao, 
and  neither  the  soil  nor  climate  is  adapted  to 
that  cultivation.  I  do  not  hentate  to  pro- 
nounce that,  under  this  article  of  the  treaty,  by 
which  this  Government  is  alleged  to  have 
power  to  remove  this  line,  if  it  were  removed 
up  to  the  limits  of  Geor^a  there  would  not  be 
good  land  enough,  nnder  their  modes  of  cul- 
ture, or  habits  of  life,  to  aupply  that  number 
of  men  with  a  saffloient  qnanti^  of  com ;  and 
yet,  with  the  economy,  care,  and  skill,  of  a 
well-informed  agriculturist,  a  few  thousand 
acres  of  such  land  as  we  have  west  of  the  Wa- 
stssippi,  would  anpply  their  wanta.  Ton  must 
produce  a  radical  reform  in  their  habits,  a  rev- 
olution of  their  modes  of  life,  before  they  win 
live  by  agriculture  anywhere ;  and  the  difiSonl- 
ties  are  always  increased,  as  the  soil  and  cli- 
mate interpose  barriers  to  sooh  an  object,  Hb 
Indian  population  in  the  Floridos  is  about  fonr 
thousand.  The  agents,  in  the  documents  re- 
ferred to,  say  that  two-thirds  are  Creeks — the 
most  of  whom  fed  at  the  period  I  have  advert- 
ed to,  and  others  for  bad  oondnot ;  and  I  ahould 
be  satisfied  to  restore  these  to  their  fbrmer 
country — I  mean  the  Creek  lands ;  or  to  inooi^ 
porate  the  whole  with  the  emi^«ting  par^, 
which  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Government  to  do. 
I  intended  to  have  said  something  more  on  the 
Euttject  of  their  colonization,  but  am  admon- 
ished, by  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  of  the  Im- 
propriety of  going  into  that  now.  I  will  only 
say  that  I  consider  It  required  by  policy,  jua- 
tioe,  and  humanity.  It  is  alike  due  to  our- 
aelvea,  and  to  the  Indians ;  and  I  trust  the  day 
ia  not  distant,  when  the  i^an  of  that  praotical 
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It**-*"""  and  benevolent  man  who  Is  the  na- 
tbDf  of  it,  maj  be  carried  inlo  execution. 
JHflie  the  oommittee  roaa,  and  reported  the 
biU  to  the  Honae.] 

Thcxbdat,  February  81. 
Neariy  tJie  whole  of  Uiia  daj  was  "Pent  in 
^"™»iJng  the  sevenl  amendments  ofnred  in 
OonmuttM  of  the  Whole  to  the  Ifilitu?  Ap- 
pn^rialaon  BilL  The  bill  was  finally  ordered 
to  a  t.Kiwi  readinff. 

Satubdat,  Febraarj  98. 
Tka  Claim  <tfl£r.  Mtadt. 
Ur,  Eiamaii  moved  that  the  Hoose  now  go 
into  Oonunittee  of  the  Whole  on  the  bill  ^r 
ttie  rcKef  of  Biehard  W.  Heade,  [who  otainu 
nearly  half  aminion  of  dollara,  being  the  amoont 
of  Ua  demand  opon  the  Spanish  Gorenimenl, 
acknowledged  and  liquidated  by  that  Qovern- 
men^  but  m>t  allowed  by  the  American  Boajd 
of  OomnusaionBra  nnder  the  Florida  treaty,  for 
want  of  (he  original  docuneDtary  teBtimony,  all 
<£  whidi  wM  in  Spain.  The  bill  propoaeB  to 
MqMver  the  Attomey-Oeneral  of  the  United 
SUta^  aitd  any  two  of  the  auditors,  to  examine 
nd  decide  apon  this  claim,  nnder  the  same 
Tola^  and  aeoordina  to  the  same  prinoiples,  as 
ware  obaerred  by  the  ComminionerB  nnder  the 
Rorida  Treaty,  in  examining  and  deciding  npon 
oUmt  d^ma.]  The  motioa  prevuled— ayea 
M,no«aS7. 
Mr.  Emnt  atated  that  this  bill  wu  M)- 
1  by  a  report,  and  a  seleetion  of  doo- 
Lfrinn  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Af- 
Thne  pi^iers  had  been  for  some  time  on 
tlM  tableaof  gentlemen,  and  were,  at  any  rate, 
too  TcJominoiu  to  be  read.  He  would  en- 
daaTur  bri^  to  state  to  the  committee  the 
laaillim  facta  and  points  of  the  oase,  reaerving 
to  Umself^  and  to  the  gentlemen  with  whom 
Le  had  the  honor  to  be  associated,  in  the  Com' 
■ittee  <sa  For^gn  AfCdrs,  an  on>ortnnity  of 
*  "  sabiniraiig  andh  Airther  views  and 
a  on  ila  merits,  as  the  oonrse  of  the 
mi^t  reqnire.  This  importuit  and 
j  daim,  (oontinned  Hr.  K,)  arises,  as 
b  doabtlMS  wdl  tekown  to  the  committee,  nn- 
itK  the  fvoridona  of  the  Treaty  between  the 
Qorammenta  of  the  Umted  States  and  ^un, 
whMi  was  aigned  tm  the  82d  of  Febmary,  181S. 
Negotaatifma  of  an  «xoeedin(^y  oomplioated, 
protracted,  and,  I  may  add,  TesatlonB  charac- 
ter, bad  snbaiated  b^eea  the  two  Qovern- 
BMBts,  tar  a  Ii»g  oonrse  of  years.  Yarions  de- 
-111  Irr  and  pretauiona  were  advanced  on  either 
^a ;  and  UM  lons-dedred  aooommodatlon  and 
—^TlniMmt  were  finally  effected,  by  a  mntoal 
ramodation  of  aeTeral  of  these  demands,  re- 

nvely,  on  the  part  of  the  two  Oovemments 
iMDaelTaa  and  on  behalf  of  their  dtUens 
s^  nl{|eets.  The  rennnoiation,  by  the  United 
Blata^  of  i'i«'Tn«  against  Spain,  waa  expressed 
m  flia  specifleations  in  the  ninth  artiole  of  the 
bia^.    The  fonr  first  of  these  ipedfloatioiu 


extend  to  classes  of  matters  capable  by  thur 
nature  of  being  parUcnlarized  as  snob ;  and  the 
fifth  extends  to  "all  olalms  of  oitisens  of  the 
United  States  npon  the  Oovemment  of  Spain, 
statements  of  which,  soliciting  the  interposition 
ot  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  8tBt«a,  have 
been  presented  to  the  Department  of  State,  or 
to  the  Minister  of  the  United  States  in  Spun, 
iince  the  date  of  the  convention  of  1&02,  and 
nntil  the  signatare  of  this  treaty." 

The  oomnuttae  peroeive  that  no  deacHption 
Oonld  be  more  broad,  as  respects  the  nature  of 
the  claims.  It  carries  with  it  bnt  two  limita- 
tions, neither  of  which  tonchea  the  oriein  and 
sonroe  of  the  clums.  It  requires  only  that 
they  &U  within  Angost  Utb,  1803,  and  Feb- 
mary 22,  1810,  and  that  statements  of  them 
soliciting  the  interposition  of  the  Oovemment 
of  the  United  States,  shonld  have  been  pre- 
sented either  at  the  Department  of  State,  or  to 
the  Minister  of  the  United  SWtes  in  Spain. 
This  is  the  m^  fonndation  of  Mr.  Meade's 
claim.  All  the  demands,  of  which  it  is  made 
np,  as  proposed  to  be  provided  for  by  the  com- 
mittee, aroeeafter  the  date  of  the  convention  of 
1803,  and  prior  to  the  signatore  of  the  treaty 
of  I8I9,  and  statements  of  it,  soliciting  the  in- 
terposition of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  had  been  presented  both  to  the  Minister 
of  the  United  States  in  Spain,  and  to  the  De- 
partment of  State  in  this  country ;  to  the  lat- 
ter, a  short  time  before  the  signatore  of  the 
treaty,  and  with  the  express  pnrpose  of  thos 
Mfilling  what  it  waa  snppoeed  might  be  a  pre- 
liminary condition,  necesssry  to  its  being  in- 
clnded  in  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  These 
facts  (said  Mr.  Svasmr)  are  snbstantiated  in 
the  papers  appended  to  the  r^>ort  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  which  I  will,  therefore,  only  in  gen- 
eral refer. 

It  may  be  added,  thongh  I  would  not  admit, 
in  all  cases,  this  rale  of  interpretation  of  trea- 
ties, that  It  has  been  declared  by  the  two  funo- 
tionaries  who  negotiated  the  treaty^by  the 
Secretary  of  State  of  the  United  States,  (now 
the  Otiief  Magistrate,]  and  by  Don  Onis,  the 
Bepresentatdve  of  the  Spsni^  Government — 
that  Mr.  Meade's  claims  were  understood,  and 
intended  by  them  to  be  included  nnder  the 
provi^ons  of  the  treaty.  This  fact,  therefore, 
maybe  aasnmed  as  oertun. 

What,  ttien,  was  the  remedy  provided  by 
the  treatr  for  those  citixens  of  the  United 
States,  whose  claim  to  relief  from  Spain  had 
been  renonnced  I  It  was  as  follows :  A  fimd 
of  five  millions  of  dollars  was  provided  by  the 
Uidted  States  in  the  eleventh  article  of  the 
same  treaty,  in  order  to  make  satisfaction  to 
their  citisens  for  the  clums  against  Spun, 
which  had  been  renonnced.  To  ascertain  the 
amount  and  validity  of  these  claims,  a  Board  of 
Uiree  Oommiasioners  was  provided  for,  to  be 
appointed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
by  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Senate,  which 
Board,  within  the  qtace  of  three  years  from 
the  time  of  their  flret  meeting,  shoiud  receive, 
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nsnilDe,  and  decide  upon  the  amooiit  and  vo- 
liditj  of  all  the  ddnu,  included  within  the  de- 
Boriptions  of  the  ninth  ardole  of  the  treatj. 

Mr.  Meade  was  among  the  earliest  of  the 
claimants  who  applied  &r  relief  to  the  Board 
thas  (xinatitiit«d.  In  Jannaiy,  188S,  he  pre- 
sented his  case  to  them,  by  a  memorial,  setting 
forth  the  principal  facta  contained  in  it ;  and. 
In  the  close,  snbinitting  two  questions  to  the 
Board ;  firet^  "  Whether  his  claims  be  not 
clearlj  comprehended  in  the  list  of  rennnoia- 
tioQS  declared  on  the  part  of  the  Unii«d  States, 
in  the  dIdUi  article  of  the  treat; !— and,  seoond- 
I7,  whether,  being  so  comprehended,  ^onr  me- 
morialist be  not  entitled  to  a  Bobstantive  and 
fall  satisfaction  of  hia  claim,  whatever  maj  be 
the  pro  rata  allowanoe  to  the  general  msM  of 
the  olaimaatB,  out  of  the  ^edfio  f^uid  provided 
bj  tbe  treat;  t " 

The  oommiMionen  appear  at  first  to  have 
inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  claims  of  citisens 
of  the  United  States,  growing  ont  of  contracts 
with  the  Spanish  Qovemment,  were  not  in- 
tended to  be  provided  for  bj  the  treat; ;  and 
as  a  considerable  part  of  Mr.  Meade's  claim, 
and  of  other  clvms  grew  ont  of  snch  contracts, 
the;  were  at  first  disposed  to  r^eot  them  on 
that  ground,  Inssmnch,  however,  as  a  large 
amonnt  of  propert;  might  be  affect«d  b;  snch  a 
decision,  and,  still  more,  ss  it  mi^t  poesibtj  in- 
volve the  good  futh  of  the  United  States, 
pledged  h;  the  treat;  to  a  foreign  Govern- 
ment, and  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
the  commissioQers  addressed  an  official  inquir; 
to  the  Secretory  of  State  (who  had  negotiated 
the  treat;  on  the  part  of  the  United  States) 
whether  claims  founded  on  contracts  were  in- 
tended to  be  eiolnded.  Bj  direction  of  the 
President,  tixe  Becretar;  of  State  returned  an 
answer  in  the  negative,  and  informed  tbe  com- 
missioners, that,  "  in  providing  for  the  olsJms 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  on  Spun, 
b;  the  treaty  of  the  SSd  Febmary,  1B19,  it 
was  not  nnderstood  nor  intended  b;  the  Qvv- 
emment  of  the  United  Statea,  nor,  as  is  be- 
lieved, b;  the  other  port;  to  the  treat;,  that 
claims  arising  ftom  contract,  as  the;  existed 
at  the  signature  of  the  treat;,  should  be  ex- 
cluded trova  tbe  benefit  of  the  treat;." 

The  Board  had  likewise  anbrnitted  to  them, 
evidence  equall;  authentic,  that  such  was  the 
opinion  of  the  other  part;  to  the  treat;,  viz : 
tne  Spanish  Minister  and  the  Oovemment 
which  he  represected.  The;  accordingly  de- 
cided, on  the  27th  of  June,  1822,  that  Mr. 
Meade's  memorial  should  be  "received,"  as 
one  reciting  a  clum  which  was  considered  as 
being  included  in  the  providons  of  the  treaty. 
This  term  "received,"  it  is  to  be  observed,  is 
a  technical  term,  as  used  by  the  Board,  and 
wns  applied  to  claims  which  were  admitted  to 
be  examined  and  liquidated ;  among  those  pro- 


inent,  as  alread;  stated,  received  the  memorial 
of  Mr.  Meade.    This  wa>  the  first  qnestion,  pro- 


ABfilDOMENT  OF  THE 

Claim  if  Mr.  ittoAu 


p'nmAnr,  16S8. 

pounded  in  hia  memorial,  settled  to  his  aatia- 
faotion. 

Touching  Hie  second  point,  viz :  the  amount 
of  his  claim,  and  the  evidence  necMsar;  to  es- 
tablish it,  difficulties  unfortnnatel;  arose,  which 
have,  thus  for,  resulted  in  depriving  Mr.  Meada 
of  all  benefit  of  the  treaty,  and  wnicta  conati- 
tate  a  case  of  eitraordinar;  hardsbip.  Mr. 
Meade's  dums  on  Spain,  consisted  of  several 
items,  accruing  at  different  periods,  and  com- 
plicated by  pariisl  settlementa,  by  delayed  pay- 
ments, by  demands  for  pereonid  injuries,  and 
(in  pomt  offset,  not  of Juetice)  b;  the  political 
events  of  the  time.  He  had  prosecuted  hia 
BOit  for  a  final  a^lnstment  and  settlement  of 
these  daims,  b;  the  Spanish  Qovernment,  for 
several  years,  and  with  varions  success,  aniidst 
the  vexations  delays  too  apt  to  attend  the  ad- 
justment and  settlement  of  large  private  clum^ 
under  all  Oovemments;  a(^ravated,  in  the 
present  case,  by  the  embarrassed  condltioD  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy.  At  the  period  of  the 
signage  of  the  Horida  treaty,  Mr.  Meade'a 
claim  was  in  suit,  before  the  Spanish  Govern- 
ment, bnt  still  unliqnidated.  The  efibrts  of 
Mr.  Meade  were,  however,  continued,  withoat 
abatement,  till,  at  length,  on  the  ISth  of  May, 
1820,  the  Spanish  Qovernment,  after  a  most 
ddiberate  and  solemn  examinaUon,  according 
to  its  own  approved  official  forms,  condnded 
the  a^nstment  and  liquidation  of  these  duma, 
and  adtnowledged  itself  indebted  to  Mr.  Meade, 
on  his  own  account,  in  the  sum  of  87S,8T9  dol- 
lars, indnding  therein,  a  eaia  of  76,000  dollars 
OS  damages  and  losses,  arising  from  wrongfid 
imprisonment;  and,  on  account  of  the  debts 
due  to  >iitn  as  the  agent  of  others,  117,278  dol- 
lars, (omitting  parts  of  a  dollar  in  each  sum ;) 
and  granted  to  liim  a  certificate,  under  the 
hand  of  the  royal  Commissioners  of  Ijqnidft- 
tion,  of  the  MiniBl«r  of  Finance,  and  under  the 
Royal  seal,  acknowledging  the  swd  debts  ao- 
cordingl;. 

It  was  in  this  form  of  liquidation  and  oo- 
knowledgment,  by  the  SMUisb  GovemmeDt, 
that  Mr.  Meade  preeented  bis  claim  to  Uie 
American  Board  of  Commissioners  under  the 
Florida  treaty,  soliciting  the  substantive  and 
fbll  allowance  and  pajrment  of  the  same. 

The  Board  of  Commission  era,  however,  took 
a  different  view  of  tbe  case.  The;  were  ao- 
Uiorized  to  allow  and  pa;  only  such  daims  aa 
were  renounced  in  the  treaty ;  and  the  renun- 
ciations in  the  treat;  were  bounded  in  time  by 
the  day  of  the  agnatnre,  viz:  98d  of  February, 
1619.  Considering  the  Royal  Spanish  certificate, 
therefore,  as  creating  in  itsdf  a  dslm,  it  was  in- 
admissible, under  the  terms  of  the  treat;,  be- 
cause it  bore  date  more  than  a  ;ear  subsequent  to 
the  simnture  of  the  treat;.  Considering  it  only 
as  evidence  of  the  amount  and  vdidit;  of  cldms 
existing  previons  to  the  signature  of  the  treat;,  it 
was  InadmiBsible,  because  the  American  Board 
of  Commissioners  was  the  on];  tribunal,  dotbed 
with  power,  b;  the  treat;,  "to  decide  upon 
the  amount  and  validity  of  the  olobna,"  and 
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la  the  diaolurg*,  therefoN, 
doty,  onder  the  •tipnUtioiu  of  the  treaty,  and 
in  Jnalica  to  all  tike  other  olunuDta,  whose  de- 
mutd*  wer«  aatgected  to  th«  «>m«  ordeoL  the 
Board  of  CommiMioneT^  <m  the  3Tth  of  Jane, 
18U,  at  the  same  time  that  thtj  received  Ur. 
Ueade't  memorial,  as  redtdng  a  olalm,  within 
the  proriaiona  of  the  treatj,  rqected  the  Rojal 
Spaniah  certifioate,  aa  •  •■ 

au  Talidit)'. 

The  dedaion  threw  on  Mr.  Meade  the  neoea- 
■^  ot  eataldialung  the  amooot  and  Tali^ty  of 
}a»  tiaim,  by  proenrinK  the  original  Tonohers 
finm  Bpun.  Antioipatuig,  from  tbo  lett«r  of 
the  Secr«Aai7  of  State,  alreadj  mentioned,  that 
the  oomii^:i^(mera  wonld  ^eot  the  Bojal 
Bpaniah  certificate,  Kr.  Meade  had  already,  in 
April,  1829,  addreaaed  a  letter  to  Mr.  Andnaga, 
the  reprcMntatiTO  of  Spain  in  this  country, 
^friai^  him  of  Hie  fact  of  the  probable  re- 
ia^ion  ^tbe  eertifioates,  and  prying  him  "to 
Woaw  my  (Mr.  Mekde's)  mediator  with  his 
Gttlkdie  lUesty,  to  obtain  for  me  all  the  doon- 
ncnta^  Toncfaet^  and  evideaoe,  whatBoever,  in 
the  powwrion  and  nndor  the  control  of  Spun, 
^^lertaining  to  my  demands,  tbat  I  may  pre- 
pan  them  in  case  of  need  for  exhibition  to  the 


It  in^y  her*  be  obeerred,  as  appears  by  the 
■DM  Irtter  <tf  Mr.  Meade,  that  the  original 
Toaehera  and  doonmenta,  by  which  many  of  hia 
dcmaods  were  fopported,  had  been  ddlvered 
op  l»y  Um  to  the  Spanish  Qovemment,  npon  a 
fiirmal  nqtddtion  to  that  effect ;  and  Uiat,  In 
•ome  iortanoes,  the  records  and  papers  of  cer- 
taio  of  the  Spanish  officers  fnrmshed  material 
•viileDoe  opon  the  sobject.  It  is  also  hrUier 
my  impMtant  to  be  observed,  ^at,  by  the 
ekreoth  article  of  the  treaty,  it  waa  provided 
aa  follows:  "thattheSpaniahOovemmentsball 
ftunitfa  an  Boeh  docnments  and  elncidations  aa 
iDv  be  in  tbdr  poaaession,  fbr  the  a^jnat- 
meat  <rf  the  said  olHms,  aocording  to  principles 
of  josticcs  the  laws  of  nation^  and  the  stipals- 
tions  at  the  treaty  between  the  two  parties  of 
the  37th  ta  October,  179C." 

Mr.  Andnaga,  the  Minister  of  Spain,  appears 
to  have  eommniucated  to  his  Government  the  re- 
qnest  for  vooehers,  thns  made  by  Mr.  Meade,  in 
April,  isaa,  and  in  October,  1S39,  In  answer  to  a. 
aeoaodktter  from  Mr.  Meade,  to  the  same  purport 
as  bis  first,  Mr.  Andnaga,  tokiDg  a  tone  sontewhat 
M^,  it  most  be  oonfessed,  wrote  a  letter  to  Mr. 
Mttit,  in  which  he  stated,  "  that  the  Spaniah 
CoTcnunent  will  regard  aa  a  wriona  inniit,  that 
what,  in  SfMin,  ia  acknowledged  as  most  sacred 
nd  req>ectal>le,  dionld  here  be  prononnoed  of  no 
vtlne ;  that  it  will  never  consent  to  have  qnea- 
tiaasd  the  legality  and  parity^  with  which  yonr 
hqradation  waa  made,  and  which  is  oooompuiied , 
k;  an  tlte  marks  of  anUientictty  which  it  can 
five  it;  and,  in  fine,  tbonxb  it  should  be  praoti- 
etble  to  re-nnite    all   the   doonmenta,    upon 


which  that  liqoidation  was  mod^  his  Oatholio 
Majesty  knows  too  well  what  is  one  to  bia  own 
dignity,  to  the  repntotion  of  his  HiniBtera,  and 
to  the  integrity  of  his  tribanals,  to  consent  that 
a  fbrdgn  commission  shall  deem  itaelf  aa- 
thorited  to  rerise  their  decrees." 

After  reoeiving  this  reply  from  the  Spanish 
Minister,  Mr.  Meade  addraaeed  another  memo- 
rial to  the  Board  of  Commiisionerti,  informing 
them  of  the  attempt  which  ha  had  made  to 
procare  his  vouchers  from  Spain,  and  of  its 
sUlnre ;  exprearing  the  hope,  tnat,  m  hia  fidlnrs; 
and  under  the  cdronmstanoes  of  the  case,  the 
Board  would  not  perdst  in  considering  as  in- 
admissible the  Bpanish  cerdfioate  of  liquidBtion ; 
bnt.  In  the  event  that  they  should  persist  in  ao 
considering  it,  soliciting  Uieir  interposition  to 

Kocnre  a  formal  demand  of  the  vooohera,  to 
made  by  the  American  Govermnent  on  the 
Qovemment  of  Spain,   conformably  with  the 


stipolations  of  the  eloTenth  article  of  the  treaty. 

The  Board  peisisted  in  considering  the  Span- 

idi  certificate  of  liquidatJon  as  inaidmiaaible ; 


bnt  acceded  to  Ur.  Meade'a  reqneat,  that  a 
formal  demand  of  the  original  papers  shonld  bb 
asked  by  the  Board  «t  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  and  throngh  that  Government, 
be  made  on  Spain.  Atwordingly,  on  the  18(h 
of  April,  1888,  the  oommisBionera  forwarded  to 
the  Becretary  of  State,  a  specific  list  of  the 
docnments  and  elniudationa  required  by  Mr, 
Meade,  in  parsnance  of  the  provisions  of  the 
treaty,  that  "  the  said  documents  were  to  be 
speoifled,  when  demaaded  at  the  instance  frf 
said  oommissioDers." 

The  Secretary  of  State,  hi  complianoe  wiHi 
this  request,  instmoted  Mr.  Nelson,  then  abont 
departiiig  from  the  United  States  as  their  Min- 
ister at  the  Court  of  Madrid,  to  present  this 
specified  list  of  papers  to  the  Spanish  Gtovem- 
ment,  and  to  claim  the  delivery  of  them,  under 
tbe  stipnlBtioDs  of  the  treaty.  The  committee 
will  recollect  tbe  delays  with  which  the  mission 
of  Mr.  Nelson  was  attended.  On  arriving  off 
Oadis,  that  port  was  found  blockaded  by  a 
Freach  squadron,  and  he  was  not  permitted  to 
enter.  Several  months  elapsed  before  be 
reached  tbe  Court  of  Madrid,  and  entered  oo 
the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  mission.  It 
appears  that  the  formal  application  for  the 
papers  of  Mr.  Meade  was  mode  by  Mr.  Kelson 
on  tbe  19th  of  December,  1S88,  in  a  letter  ad- 
dressed to  tbe  Maranis  of  Casa  Ymgo,  first  Beo- 
retaiT  of  State.  In  this  letter,  Mr.  Nelson 
urged  a  prompt  and  immediate  attention  to  the 
several  demands  of  papers,  which  had  beea 
presented  on  behalf  of  Mr.  Meade  and  other 
d^manta,  on  tbe  ground  tbat  the  Boards 
created  imder  the  Florida  Treaty  were  of  limit- 
ed duration,  and  that  the  interest  of  individuals 
entirely  depended  mi  tbe  recorda  asked  to  be 
famished.  On  the  11th  and  S6th  of  Febmary, 
Mr.  Nelson  renewed,  in  a  letter  to  Ooont 
id  of  the  p^rs,  whidi  he 
the  19th  of  December,  to  the 
Morqui*  of  Gasa  Ymgo,     The  delivery  of  the 
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patera  was  promiaed  by  the  Oonnt  OfUiij  in  a 
ntter  bearing  date  SUiUaroh,  1824;  but  oimigto 
▼ariOQi  drcomBtonoeB  coiin«ct«d  with  tbt  state 
of  Spain,  dclAys  arose  in  fblfllling  the  promise. 
HeaalJmv,  the  three  Tears,  fixed  by  the  treat? 
as  the  period  of  the  oommllidon,  drew  near  a 
elose,  and,  on  the  3IKh  daj  of  Ifej,  18S4,  (ten 
dftTS  before  the  tenoioattoa  of  the  oommiasion,) 
the  Board  dedded  that  tiie  evideiioe  product 
wu  not  snfficient  to  establish  the  validitj  of  aaj 
olaima  npon  the  Spanish  Oovemment,  vilJiia 
the  me&Ding  ot  the  treetj,  npon  aooonnt  of  the 
toatters  mentioned  in  the  memorial  of  Hr. 
Ueade,  and  they  were  accordingly  r^eoted. 
Such  is  a  brief  statement  (pursued  Mr,  Erxsnt) 
of  the  ease,  presenting  Mr.  Heads  to  the 
flideratioD  of  Congress,  under  the  fbllowing  cir- 
onmstanoee :  He  was  a  claimant  for  a  Utrge 
amount  on  tiie  Government  of  Spain,  and  his 
claims  were  of  a  character,  deemed  bj  that 
Government  to  be  in  the  highest  degree  meri- 
torions.  It  ia  acknowledged  bj  the  aathorized 
repreeentaUves  of  the  GoTemment,  both  of  the 
TTnited  States  and  Spain,  that  they  intended  to 
make  prOTisions  fbr  ila  pmnent,  nnder  the 
Btipnlatlons  of  the  bvaty.  No  one,  I  think,  can 
doubt,  who  will  examine  the  docnmenta  before 
the  oommittee,  Uiat  (in  the  langnage  of  tlie 
Hon.  E.  L.  Warn,  one  of  the  oommla^oners, 
in  his  opinion  delivered  April,  18S3)  "  Hr, 
Heade  had  claims  npon  the  Bpaoiah  Govern- 
meat,  which  Uiat  Goveroment  felt  itself  Iwnnd 
to  aatisiy."  There  can  be,  of  oonrse,  as  litUe 
doubt,  Uiat,  oonld  Hr.  Heade  have  received 
(as  he  had  a  right  to  reoeive)  his  original  docn- 


natnrally  offered,  as  very  stroog  and  anthentio 
testimony  of  the  amoant  and  validity  of  his 
claim,  the  Royal  ofBeial  oeitlfieate  of  liqnida- 
tlon  and  acknowledgment  of  debt,  Beaaon 
being  given  him  to  think,  that,  nnder  the  liml- 
tatjons  and  restrictions  of  the  trea^,  this  kind 
of  evidence  would  be  deemed  inadmissible  by 
the  Board,  he  applied  to  the  Befavaentative  of 
the  Spanisli  Government  in  this  oonntry,  ear- 
nestly reqnesttng  to  be  fnralshed  with  the 
voQUiera  and  doenmeota  which  had  been  taken 
from  him  by  the  Bpaniah  Government,  after  the 
liquidation  of  his  claim.  This  demand  was 
made  by  Mr.  Meade  immediately  on  t«oeiving 
the  intimation  that  the  royal  certiflcate  of  liqni- 
dation  woold  probably  not  be  admitted,  and 
more  than  two  years  before  the  expiration  itf 
the  oommisrion.  This  dttnand  was  rrieoted, 
and  even  with  ezpreeeioni  of  indignatioa,  by 
the  Spanish  Ifiniiter,  speaking  on  bMialf  of  hu 
Government     Ur.  Heade  then  makes  a  more 


don,  for  ibe  vonohers  and  doonmeota  needed  to 
snbetantiate  Us  daim,  bat,  in  like  manner,  with- 
out snccess;  and  hiii  eluma  are  rejected,  for 
want  of  safflctent  evidencse  to  anpport  them. 
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Hr.  Heade,  therefore,  has  been  deprived  of 
his  rights  nnder  the  treaty.  He  had  a  right  to 
his  portion  of  the  ftmd,  as  br  aa  hie  claim 
should  be  sabstantiated ;  end  to  anbatantlttte  it^ 
he  had  a  right  to  all  the  docmnents  and  elnclda- 
tiona  neoeesaiy  for  that  pnn>ose,  and  In  t^ 
poBseedon  of  Sp^n.  He  dia  not  tiui  in  any 
thing  which  he  could  do,  in  order  to  Qie  enjoy- 
ment of  these  rights.  He  demanded  his  papen 
from  Spun  et  the  earliest  moment  he  had  any 
reascn  to  think  they  would  be  wanted,  more 
than  two  years  before  the  expiration  of  the 
commiwon ;  and  in  a  manner  not  inconaiatent 
with  any  of  ita  provinons.  At  a  later  period, 
but  atitl  at  a  time  when,  if  it  had  been  instantly 
complied  with,  he  might  have  received  the 
benefit  of  his  vonchere,  he  procnred  a  form^ 
demand  of  his  papers  from  the  Spanidk  Gov- 
ernment. He  comd  do  no  more.  His  Govem- 
ment'alone  oonld  compel  SpiiD  (if  compolsioa 
were  neceseary)  to  famish  the  papers,  ^tough 
Spain  waa  bound  to  ftamish  them,  abe  was 
bonnd  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States, 
and  not  to  Mr.  Ibade.  The  Government  of 
the  United  States  by  renonndng  and  canceQiiw 
bis  claim  on  the  Spanish  Government,  bonnd 
itself  to  Hr.  Heade  to  secnre  him  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  all  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  among 
them  the  use  of  nis  vouchers,  to  be  nuniaheS 
by  Spain;  andoontraolAd  anobtigati<mtomake 
the  demand  of  these  papers  effed^l.  He  oonld 
not,  of  course,  make  that  demand  effectual  bim- 
selt  He  oonla  not  go  to  Spain,  and  compel  h^ 
to  open  her  archives.  He  conld  go  only  to  his 
own  Govemmant,  and  soUdther  to  canae  Uiem 
tobeopeoed.  He  did  so;  and  his  own  Govern- 
ment, having  aanonnoed  his  claim  on  Spain,  most 
cause  tbem  to  be  opened.  I  do  not  say  that  either 
Government  has  failed  in  ita  doty.  That  is  a  snb- 
aeqnent  question,  to  be  settled,  which  it  will  be 
time  enough  to  agitate,  when  a  liquidation  of 
Hr.  Meade's  dium  shall  have  shown  the  extent 
of  the  iqjniy  aocraing  from  the  fulure  of  Spain 
promptiy  to  fiimish  the  papers.  Heantmae^ 
Ur,  Heue  baa  certainly  a  right  to  be  put  on  aa 
good  a  fboting  as  he  would  have  stood  upon 
had  he  enjoyed  the  right  stipulated  to  him  by 
the  trea^--the  right  of  naii^  his  ori^al  pa- 

But  the  three  yean  have  elqtsed,  and  the 
■mmiseion  has  expired.  What,  then,  can  be 
done  T  The  Oommittee  of  Foreign  Affairs  have 
known  no  other  way  in  which  they  can  provide 
a  remedy  for  Ur.  Heade  than  to  ^proximate, 
as  nearly  as  possible,  to  the  extenslan  of  the 
fbrmer  commisslan,  that  is,  to  create  a  new  tii- 
bonal,  to  examine,  and  liquidate  the  cl^m,  on 
the  same  prindplee  as  .thoee  which  governed 
the  dednon  of  the  other  Boards ;  and  to  allow 
to  Ur,  Meade  the  aame  proportion  of  his  cUm 
as  waa  allowed  to  the  other  claimants,  to  be 
—•-'  •—  the  United  States  in  the  first  instance, 
the  United  States  oontraoted  an  oI>lig»- 
tion  with  Hr.  Meade  to  secure  bim  in  the  ei^ 
Joyment  of  all  the  privileges  of  the  treaty ;  and 
tiltlmately  fay  Spun,  if  it  shall  appear  that  Mr. 
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Kude  and  the  United  States  have  not  Med, 
on  tbeir  pkrt,  in  doing  any  thing  proper  to  be 
done  by  tlieia,  to  procure  the  papen  from 
SpuL 

The  ocHDnuttee  have  propoaed,  in  oomporing 
theBoaid,  thAtitahall  oonflitof  theAttomej- 
Gtneral  and  two  Aoditora.  Their  otfjeot  in 
intfodndng  this  law  oflScer  of  the  Oov'enunent 
into  the  Board,  wai  to  protect  the  rights  of  the 
Unitad  StatM  in  the  disciuriun  and  aettlement 
of  iS  qneationa  of  a  legal  natnre  which  might 
pnaent  thtttnaalTea  in  the  examiuOion  and 
lifiridation  of  these  daimsL  In  all  other  re- 
qiect^  tba  Board  ia,  as  nearly  as  oironnutanoes 
reqsired  or  permitted  identical  with  the  first. 
Im  aeeood  aeotioa  of  Qie  bill  provides,  tlut  it 
than  proceed  on  the  same  {vindplee  of  es- 
sminattOP  aa  tfaoae  wliich  soTemed  tlte  former 
Board,  and  that  thve  ahall  be  paid  to  Hr. 
Heade  tba  same  proportion  of  what  laxj  be 
IbnDd  Talid  in  his  claim  (between  S3  and  98 
per  eeat.  ot  the  principal  and  no  interest)  as 
WM  paid  to  the  other  claimants.  The  third 
section  is  in  blank,  and  proposes  a  mitable  oom- 
peosatioa  for  the  Attorney-General  and  Andi- 
tecs  amplojed  on  this  extra  dnt;.  At  a  prop- 
er stage  of  the  oonsidenition  of  the  bill,  I  shall 
have  tite  hmor  to  make  a  motion  to  fill  the 
blank. 

With  this  brief  development  of  the  snbjeot, 
I  shall,  at  preaent,  lesve  it.  I  have  not  at- 
tsmpted,  oertunlynnTenotsncoeededjin  giTing 
it  a  dtoewsrion  comgienanrate  with  its  impor- 
tuoe.  II  ia  aa  ezteouTe  sobjeot,  oapable  of 
b«n^  eoiwmted  with  nuoy  great  qoeetiona. 
Jutine,  1  have  no  donbt,  will  be  done  to  it  by 
ocber  manhersfrfthiaooinmictee,  andeqieoially 
by  gmtlsmen  with  whom  I  hare  the  honor  to 
be  eooDceted  in  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign 
A&iiik  It  was  but  yesterday  that  it  become 
probable  that  the  lull  wonld  be  called  np 


f  introdnction  of  the 
e  to  the  fhTonble  notice  of  the  oommittee. 
I  eanaot,  however,  sit  down  without  eziwMdng 
the  eameat  bt^te,  that  the  committee  wiU  b« 
dispoeed  to  pnrane  to  a  dose  the  oonrideration 
of  Una  aal^eelj  aad  to  do,  what  I  regard,  as  an 
•et  of  kMi^dtf^ed  juadee. 

Hr.  Pouc,  aaid  that,  having  been  a  member 
Ot  the  '—""'■**■—  that  reported  this  bill,  and 
difbciag  in  t^iinion  with  a  m^oiity  of  that 
■■■■■"■■'*—.  be  felt  it  to  be  bis  dntv  to  assign 
the  r— one  wUdi  would  induce  faun  to  vote 
■gaiiMt  iL  Fw  a  eerie*  ot  years  previoos  to 
the  risnatiira  of  the  trea^  of  the  SSd  of  Febm- 
aty,  J81»,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain, 
the  preemt  '^■■""■^  (Meade)  bad  set  np  a 
cUm  ngainst  the  Qoronment  <^  Spain,  Im- a 
nay  laiige  anKnmt  He  bad  precsed  hia  claim 
an  that  Oovemment  nnsnooessfally.  All  hia 
tfldrta  to  obtain  a  Bquidation  of  it,  or  even  a 
rseogailiaB  of  ita  Jostioe,  had  proved  muv^liDg. 
7W  aBin  daimed  by  lb.  Ueade  was  little  less 
d^half  amiUionofdcdlata.  Having  deep^red 
of  obtaiDing^satiafkctioa  of  his  demmds  by  hit 
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own  individnal  ezertdons,  he  aoaght  the  inter- 
position of  his  Oovemment  in  his  beh^  TiM 
Kind  offices  of  the  Qovermnen^  through  ita 
Minister  resident  at  ICadrid,  were  inteipoeed  in 
its  belial^  bat  withont  effect.  Before  the 
signature  of  the  treatr,  "Mr.  Meade deored 
that  provision  for  his  olum  shonld  be  made  ia 
the  treaty  which  was  then  negotiating;  and 
made  known  this  desire  to  the  Govwnment  of 
the  United  States."  A  general  statement  of 
his  d^m  was  filed  with  ^e  Beoretaiy  of  State^ 
and  with  the  American  ICnister  reudent  at  the 
oonrt  of  Spain.  The  treaty  was  finally  oon- 
oloded  and  signed  on  the  SSd  of  Febmary, 
ISIB.  and  by  its  provisions  was  to  be  ratified 
by  the  two  Oovenunents  witlun  six  months 
froTa  that  day.  By  the  terms  of  the  treaty,  the 
two  Qovemments  respectively  renotmce  to  the' 
other,  certain  enmnerated  and  specified  daasea 
of  claims  of  ite  own  citixens  on  the  other ;  and 
assnme  the  payment  of  its  own  citizens  nnder 
certain  limitations  and  conditions.  The  Bth 
rennnciatioB  of  the  6th  article  of  the  treaty  is 
— "  the  renunciation  of  the  United  States  will 
extend" — "Slh.  To  all  daimsof  citiiens  of 
the  United  States  under  the  Spuiish  Oovem- 
men^  statements  of  which,  soliciting  the  Inter* 
position  of  the  Goveminent  of  Ute  United 
8tat«a,  have  been  presented  to  the  Department 
of  State,  or  to  the  Minirter  of  the  United  States 
in  Spain,  rince  the  date  of  ttie  convention  of 
1S02.  and  nntil  the  rignatore  of  this  treaty." 
By  the  llth  artide  of  the  treaty,  the  United 
States  stipnlate  to  pay  the  ol^ms  of  ite  own 
citizens  on  Spain  embraced  in  the  rennndations 
of  the  treaty,  not  to  an  unlimited  amonnt,  bnt 
"  to  an  amonnt  not  exceeding  five  millions  of 
dollan."  By  the  same  artide  ot  the  treaty,  it 
is  provided  that  a  Boatd  of  OMnndseitaien  ocnn- 
poaed  of  three  dtizena  of  the  United  States, 
shall  be  appointed  by  the  President,  by  and  with 
the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Brakate,  who 
shonld  oonvene  at  Washington,  and  within  the 
nwoe  of  three  years  from  the  time  of  their 
first  meeting,  shonld  examine  and  decide  on  the- 
validity  of  all  sooh  dalms  within  the  rennnda- 
tions  of  the  tea^,  as  shonld  be  presented  to 
them.  It  was  made  thftdnty  of  the  said  ctan- 
missioners  "to  hear  and  examine,  on  oath, 
every  question  relative  to  the  said  daima,  and 
to  receive  all  snitable  anthentio  testinuaiy  oon- 
ceming  the  same."  The  Spanish  Government 
entered  into  the  following  stipulation,  to  wit ; 
"And  the  Spanish  Government  shall  flimish 
all  BQoh  dooiunenta  and  dnddationa  aa  may  be 
thdr  possessioD  for  the  adlnstment  of  the 
j^ , .._  __. ..__ 

tioe,  tl 

of  the  treaty  oetweeo  uie  two  paraee,  oi  vitn 
October,  17H ;  the  said  docnmuite  to  be  speci- 
fied when  demanded  at  the  instaaoe  of  tba  said 
oommiadtmers."  These  are  the  providons  ot 
this  treaty,  which  have  particular  i^Uoation  to 
this  dum.  It  will  be  remonberad  that  thii 
treaty  waa  not  ratified  by  Spun,  within  the  dx 
months  limited  for  Its  ratifloation.    The  United 
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BtatM  did  ntitf  it  on  their  part  within  the  riz 
roontliB.  Spun,  ]<uik  after  the  limitation  liad 
ai])ired,  to  wit,  on  toe  Mth  of  October,  1620, 
ratified  it  on  her  part;  and  in  the  aotofratifi- 
oatloD,  alie  declared  *'  Aat  the  preaent  ratifica- 
tion he  a*  Tulid  and  Onn,  and  prodooe  the  same 
effeete,  as  if  it  had  been  done  within  the  deter- 
mined period."  The  nn!t«d  States  ratified  it  a 
second  time  on  the  22d  Febroarr,  18S1,  and  it 
then  became  obligatory  on  the  partiea.  In  the 
year  1890,  joat  before  the  treat;  was  ratified 
Dj  Spain,  ont  after  it  was  known  that  the 
Oortea  bad  advised  its  ratification,  and  when 
tlia  Oovenunent  of  Spahi  liad  determined  to 
ratify  tL  Jti.  Meade's  claim,  towards  which  a 
fbvorable  ear  had  never  before  been  given  by 
that  GoTNmnent,  was  directed  to  be  liquidated, 
evidentlj  with  Qie  expectation,  on  the  part  of 
Spain,  that,  when  liquidated,  it  wu  to  be  paid 
t^  the  United  States  and  not  bj  Spain.  The 
culm  was  accordingly  liquidated  by  the  Span- 
ish officers,  for  the  snm  of  $461, 1G3  62,  with- 
out the  privity  or  Itnowledge  of  the  United 
States.  Of  this  gross  sum,  acknowledged  to  be 
doe  to  Vr.  Heads,  evidenUy  in  a  spirit  of  great 
libenlity  by  tiie  Spanish  offloera,  nnder  the  de- 
losive  Impression  that  tltur  own  Government 
was  not  to  pay  it,  Is  an  item  of  176,000  for  the 
imprisonment  of  Mr,  Meade — an  ooomrence  in 
the  history  of  tliat  period  that  mnst  be  fomiliar 
to  evNT  MntJenum  here.  It  ia  not  material, 
however,  here  to  notice  the  variona  items 


<tf  Mr.Meft 


'a  oUma,  was  made  Ity  the  Spai 


iahOoTOiuneQt,  between  the  abtnUore  of  the 
trea^,  and  ito  final  ntification  by  Spain.  It 
was  made,  too,  after  the  aiz  months  limited  for 
its  ratifieatioQ  had  expired.  This  is  the  didm, 
and  fx  the  enormona  amount  of  $4ftl,16S  QS, 
which  Mr.  Meade  afterwards  i>resmted  (aa  I 
ehall  presently  notioe  more  particolarlj)  to  the 
Board  of  Commissioner^  nnder  the  treaty,  and 
which  the  Board  reacted,  on  the  ''groond  that 
the  evtdenoe  piodooed  was  not  snffldent  to  es- 
tabUah  the  same."  This  ia  the  claim  embraoed 
in  the  bill  nov  before  ns. 

The  cotnmisuoners  were  regularly  appointed, 
aeoording  to  the  provisions  of  the  treaty,  and 
oommenoed  their  sesuon  at  Washington,  on 
the  Bth  of  Jnne,  1621.  On  the  6th  of  January, 
18S9,  Hr.  Meue  presented  his  dsim  to  the 
Board  of  Oomndssionera,  and  offered  as  evi- 
denoe  to  support  it,  this  Spanish  liquidatlcAt, 
made  long  after  the  aiguatnre  of  the  treaty. 
The  oommisnonets  at  first  inclined  to  the  opin- 
ioD  that  claims  finmded  on  ooDtraot,  snoh  as 
Meade'e  was  alleged  to  be,  were  not  embraoed 
by  the  Sth  reimnoiation  of  the  treaty,  Bnt,  in 
order  to  aatiafy  themselves  more  folly,  what 
was  the  intention  of  the  Qovemment,  at  the 
time  of  nemtialiiig  the  treaty,  on  this  particu- 
lar point,  they,  on  the  6th  (^  March,  1823,  ad- 
dreased  a  note  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  es- 
preasing  the  doubt  wluoh  they  entert^ed  in 
the  ecmitmctiou  of  the  treaty,  and  reqneetiDg 
inftematioa  on  that  point.     On  the  0th  of 


March,  1822,  the  Secretary  of  State  answered, 
that  claims  ibnnded  on  contract,  "  as  they  ex- 
iBt«d  at  the  time  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty," 
were  not  intended  by  the  parties  to  be  "  ex- 
oinded  from  the  benefit  of  the  treaty ;"  and 
that  it  was  "  the  fall  understanding  that  all  the 
dums  should  havo  the  Rome  beneflt  of  the  pro- 
vision, be  subjected  to  the  same  investigaticHt, 
end  be  decided  upon,  not  by  any  subsequent 
transaction  between  the  claimant  and  the  Span- 
ish Government,  bnt  by  the  oommisgionera.  In 
the  manner  prescribed  by  the  treaty,  and  upon 
such  proof  as  they  should  think  proper  to  re- 
quire, for  ascertaining  its  amount  and  validity." 


amutrnt  and  validity  of  their  cluma,  as  existing 
on  the  day  of  the  signature  of  the  treaty,  the 
oommission  instituted  nnder  the  eleventh  arti- 
cle of  the  treaty,  was  provided,"  The  oommia- 
doners,  on  the  receipt  of  this  answer,  and  on 
recoutidering  the  first  impreesion  they  had  va- 
tertiuned^  determined  to  take  oo^icaaoe  of 
Mr.  Meade's  claim,  and  considered  it  embraced 
in  the  6th  renunciation  of  the  treaty,  and  it 
then  remained  for  Mr.  Meade  to  support  U 
by  Biutable  authentic  testimony.  Mr.  Meade 
offered,  in  support  of  his  clum,  this  Snaidsh 
Uquidation  of  it,  made,  as  bas  been  already 
stated,  \<mg  subsequent  to  the  signature  of  the 
treaty,  llis  the  commisBioners  rejected,  aa 
ino(»npetent  testimony,  and  not  such  aa  was 
cont«mplat«d  by  the  treaty,  sjid  required  the 
production  of  the  original  testimony,  docu- 
mentary and  otherwise,  on  which  this  tlqtdde- 
tion  was  alleged  to  b«  made.  Mr.  Meade  wan 
eariy  apprised  of  this  decision  of  the  commia- 
aioners.  He,  as  early  as  the  4th  of  April,  1BS3, 
in  a  note  to  Don  Joaquin  Anduaga,  the  Spanish 
Vmister  resident  here,  complained  that  the 
oommisaionerB  had  treated  this  liquldsti«i  as 
"anulli^."  Heat  the  same  time  prened Tqxn 
the  commisnonera,  with  increased  eamestneai^ 
the  propriety  of  receiving  this  liquidation  as 
conclusive  evidence  of  bis  claim ;  and  that  he 
ousht  not  to  be  required  to  produce  the  origi- 
nal testimony.  The  oommisaiouera  adbwed  to 
their  first  decision,  but  extended  to  Mr.  Meade 
every  indulgence,  by  affording  an  opportanlty 
to  produce  testimony ;  and  by  not  finally  re- 
Jeotmg  his  claim,  until  the  7th  of  June,  IBM, 
the  day  before  the  period  of  three  yean,  limit- 
ed by  the  treaty  for  their  sesEson,  expired: 
when  they  did  finally  reject  it,  on  the  "  «rannd 
that  the  evidence  prodnced  was  not  siSleieat 
to  establish  the  same."  Hr.  Meade,  then,  waa 
^ipriaed,  as  early  as  the  4th  of  April,  1882, 
more  than  twenty-ux  montha  before  the  period 
limited  for  the  aeaalon  of  the  oommlnion  ex* 

EIred,  that  this  Spanish  liquidation  would  not 
e  received  by  them  as  evidence  in  support  of 
lus  claim,  and  yet  he  did  not,  at  that  bme,  oall 
upon  the  oommiseionerB,  as  be  had  a  ri^t  to  do 
under  the  eleventh  article  of  the  treaty,  to  re- 
qnire  the  original  "  documecta  and  cJncida- 
ttons^"  in  the  archives  of  Spain,  (if,  in  fao^ 
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tten  were  vij  ther^)  to  be  fbmubed.  But  he 
prrf«rred  to  oompluit  of  the  decUion  of  the 
coUDiitioiieis,  to  the  Spanish  Uioister,  and  to 
cudmne,  onceasin^;',  to  press  his  claim  before 
the  cominiBaioners  opon  the  evidence  be  had 
ilreadj ;  and  which  had  ah^adj  been  rejected. 
Ur.  Veade,  not  satisfied  with  having  written 
U«  noU  of  the  4th  of  April,  1828,  alreadf 
■Uoded  to,  aguD,  on  the  lOth  of  Oot^ber,  1822, 
wrote  a  second  note  to  the  Spanish  Muister, 
ratenting  his  complaints  agsinst  the  cflmmift- 
■oooa,  iar  h&ving  rejected  Uie  Spanish  Uqoida- 
tioD,  as  testimoDr  in  support  of  his  cldm.  On 
Ibe  16tfa  of  October,  the  Spanish  Uinist«r  ut- 
iwered  bia  tioI«  of  the  10th  of  the  same  month, 
in  wtuch,  unong  other  thin^  in  speaking  of 
flieivjectioa  of  the  Spanish  liquidation,  bj  the 
eomnusaioners,  he  saj^  "tliat  the  Spanish 
QoTflmment  will  r^ard  as  a  serious  msolt, 
that  what  in  Spain  is  acknowledged  as  most 
sacred  and  respectable,  shonld  here  be  pro- 
noonoed  ai  no  value."  And  agun  be  aa-jt, 
that  "bis  Catbolio  Uqjeety  knows  too  well 
what  is  doe  to  bis  own  dignitf.  to  the  repnta- 
tion  of  his  Uiaistera,  and  to  tne  integritj  of 
hii  tribonal^  to  consent  that  a  foreign  commis- 
non  diaU  deem  itself  antborized  to  reviae  their 
deereea." 

Ibe  Board  of  Gcontnisdoners  were  sot,  how- 
ever, to  be  intimidated  bj  these  bigb-soimdinz 
and  pcHopons  declarations  of  reg^  dignitf  ana 
ministerial  in&llibilitj.  Lilce  honest  men  tbej 
adhered  to  the  dedMon  the;  bad  made,  and 
wUcb  Ihef  .believed  to  be  correct.  Mr.  Meade 
«mtiimed  to  preea  bis  claim  before  the  com- 
nisnonen,  but  without  prodncing  an;  ohonge 
in  their  decision,  nntil  the  15th  of  April,  1823 ; 
on  which  dir  Hilario  de  Bivas  j  Salmon,  the 
SpoDt^  Cha^  des  Affaires,  who  had  sDcceed- 
ed  Don  Aoduaga,  addr^eed  a  note  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  State,  repeSing,  in  snbatance,  the 
new  which  bad  been  taken  b;  his  predecessor, 
of  the  rejecluMt  of  the  Spanish  liqoidation,  aa 
erideaoe,  by  the  Board  of  Commbsioner  "" 
this  note  the  Becretarj  of  State  replied, 
99th  of  April,  1823,  sostaining  the  decision  of 
the  oomDUssioners,  in  n^octmg  the  Spamsh 
Eqnidation  ta  evidence  to  support  this  oloim. 
And  I  wilt  here  hazard  the  opinion,  that  no 
gentkinan  here,  who  will  take  np  that  reply, 
and  the  opinion  delivered  bf  one  of  the  com- 
miKOBera,  and  give  them  an  attentive  perosal, 
can  doubt  for  a  moment  the  correctness  of  that 
Kr.  Meade  having  failed  to  goad  the 

}  to  a  favorable  decision  of  his 

J  &iled  to  intimidate  them,  bjr 
appeals  to  the  Spanish  anthorities,  and  finding 
that  tfaey  were  sustained  in  their  decision  by 
tbdr  Government,  at  length,  on  the  18th  of 
April,  1823,  more  than  twelve  months  after  he 
bad  be«n  distinctlr  informed  that  ^e  Spanish 
fiqoidUitHi  wonld  not  be  received  as  teatimonj 
b  npport  of  his  claim,  applied  to  the  commis- 
woers  "  to  require  of  the  Spanish  Qovemment 
urtaia  papeni  and  dooamenta,"  which,  be  al- 
leged, be  coti«dered  neoenarf  to  tbe  eeUblish- 


ment  of  bis  claim,  and  wbicb  be  q>ecified. 

The  commlssionera  promptly  made  tlie  demand 
of  the  Spanish  Government,  through  the  SecrC' 
tarj  of  State.  The  Secretary  of  State  instruct- 
ed the  American  Minister  to  the  Court  of 
Spain,  then  about  to  sail  on  the  duties  of  hia 
mission,  to  make  the  demand  of  the  papers 
specified,  of  the  Spanish  Government^  and 
which  they  were  bound  to  fumish,  when  so 
demanded,  by  the  stipulations  of  the  eleventh 
article  of  the  treaty.  The  American  Minister 
did  demand  them  of  the  Government  of  Spain, 
several  months  before  the  period  of  three 
years,  limited  for  the  session  of  the  Board  of 
OoDomissioners,  eroired.  They  have  never  yet 
been  famished,  (i^  in  fact,  ther  exist,)  so  ikr 
OS  we  have  been  informed  br  the  claimaat,  or 
from  any  other  source.  Ve  nave  no  aaenranoe 
that  they  ever  will  be. 

From  the  review  which  I  have  taken  of  the 
facts  and  drcumstanoee  attending  this  cas% 
upon  what  ground  Is  it  that  the  Government  of 
the  United  States  ore  now  called  upon  to  as- 
sume the  pio|Tneat  of  this  eiionnons  claim  t 
Has  not  the  United  States  performed,  in  good 
faith,  to  tfie  letter  and  the  spirit,  every  sUpnla- 
tion  whidt  she  was  bound  to  perfonn  by  the 
treaty!  No  gentleman  will  say  she  has  not. 
The  OoQunittee  of  Foreign  Af^ra  themselves, 
who  reported  this  bill— with  a  m^oritj  of 
whom  I  differ  in  opinion,  in  relation  to  this 
claim — admit  this  fact  In  the  report'  of  the 
committee  accompanying  this  bill,  they  say; 
"Should  this  view  of  the  subject  be  correct,  it 
will  follow  that  the  reaponBibillty  of  failing  to 
famish  the  papers  ultimately  rests  with  Bp^ ; 
and  that  good  fdth  must  eventually  reqidre  ber 
to  meet  t£e  consequences  of  tUs  failure."  Hera 
it  is  distinctly  admitted,  by  the  committee 
themselves,  that  Spain,  and  not  the  United 
States,  is  responsible  for  the  payment  of  this 
claim ;  and,  u  so,  why  should  we  gratuitously 
take  it  upon  ourselves  I  If  it  is  ?nt«nded  to 
revise  the  dedsion  of  the  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners in  this  case — and  sach  will  unquestion- 
ably be  the  effect  of  pasdng  this  bill — I  would 
remind  gentlemen  that,  by  the  stipulationa  (^ 
the  treaty  itself,  this  Board  were  constitnted, 
by  the  parties,  the  exclusive  Judges  of  what 
was  "  amtable  authentic  testimony ''  in  support 
of  any  dum  which  might  be  brought  befbra 
them.  Their  deoi^ons,  by  the  agfeemeot  of 
the  parties,  were  to  be  final  and  obligatory,  not 
only  on  the  claimants,  but  on  the  parties  them- 
selves. From  their  decision  no  appeal  wu 
provided.  This  claimant  has  had  every  oppor- 
tunity afforded  to  him  of  presenting  his  claim, 
and  supporting  it  by  testimony,  before  the 
commissioners,  so  fiir  as  the  United  States  wer« 
i>ound  to  afford  that  opportunity,  that  oU  other 
claimants  under  the  treaty  have  had.  The 
Board  was  created,  and  continued  its  seedon 
for  three  years,  as  stipulated  by  the  treaty. 
This  claimant  presents  himself  before  that 
Board.  The  evidence  be  offered  in  support  of 
Ida  olidm  was  ngeoted  by  the  Board,  oa  Incom- 
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petent  to  be  reeeived,  at  an  mtAj  period  of  its 
swaion.  When  he  applied  to  them  to  demand 
oertain  documents  and  papers  from  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Spun,  that  demand  wsa  promptly 
made.  Ko  evidence  was  adduced  by  him  snffi- 
cient  to  support  his  claim,  and  it  was  finally  re- 
jected. Bnt  it  is  nrged  that  the  claimant  in 
this  case  could  not  procure  the  "  doonments 
and  elacidationn,"  neoeBsary  to  support  his 
daim,  from  Bpain,  in  time  to  present  them  be- 
fore the  American  commisaion  dosed  its  ses- 
sions ;  that  Ur.  Nelson,  the  American  Minister 
to  the  Bpaniah  Court,  was  delayed  in  his  arri- 
tbI  there,  in  consequence  of  the  blockade  of 
Cadiz  by  a  French  sqnadron ;  that,  when  tbey 
were  demanded  by  him,  Spa^  failed  to  fttmish 
tiiem.  The  answer  to  this  arg^mnent  la,  flrstj 
that  Ur.  Heade  might,  if  he  had  not  preferrea 
another  conne,  have  applied  to  the  Board  of 
Commisdoners  to  demand  these  "  documents 


dation  bad  been  rejected.  He  was  informed 
that  the  Spanish  tiqnidation  had  been  rejected, 
and  that  the  original  evidence  was  reqnired, 
twelve  months  before  he  applied  to  the  oom- 
missioners,  to  make  this  demand.  If  the  de- 
mand had  then  been  made,  it  conld  have  been 
forwarded  to  Spain  Iiefore  tlie  blockade  had 
taken  place,  which  prevented  the  speedy  arri' 
val  of  Mr.  Kelson  at  the  Spanish  Oonrt,  twelve 
months  afterwards.  Mr.  Meade,  however, 
chose  to  take  a  different  oonrse.  He  choae  to 
resist  the  decision  of  the  commissioners,  in  re- 
jecting the  Spanish  llqaidation  as  testimony  in 
BQpport  of  his  claim.  He  preferred  to  lodge 
complaints  against  them  with  the  Spanish  Uin- 
ister.  He  suffered  twelve  months  to  elapse  be- 
(bre  he  required  them  to  make  the  demand. 
The  neit  answer  to  the  ailment  is,  that 
Spidn,  having  f^led  to  ftamish  the  "  docomenta 
and  elneidatioiiB,"  when  they  were  demanded, 
violated  tlie  treaty ;  for,  by  the  treaty,  she  boand 
herself  to  ftamiah  them  when  demanded  at  the 
"instance  of  the  commissioners."  The;  were  de- 
manded at  the  "instanceof  thecommisaionere," 
and  were  not  fomiahed.  Sp^n,  then,  and  not 
the  United  States,  upon  every  principle,  is  bound 
to  this  claimant  Take  another  Tiew  of  this 
olidm.  Admit^  for  the  sake  of  the/arKumcnt, 
that  this  individual  hud  a  Just  claim  agunst  the 
TJnited  States,  but  was  nnable  to  estabtisb  it, 
beeanae  he  was  unable  to  procure  his  testimony 
in  proper  time,  it  would  be  his  misfortune,  and 
not  the  fanlt  of  the  United  States.  He  would 
stand  precisely  in  the  same  situation  that  all 
other  claimants  nnder  the  treaty  do  who  failed 
to  eetablish  their  daims,  because  they  were  nn* 
able  \a  procure  their  testimony — and  there  are 
many  such.  Suitors,  in  the  ordinary  courts  of 
JosUce,  lose  their  causes  dwly  for  want  of  their 
teeUmouy.  It  is  their  misfortune,  and  not  the 
&nlt  of  the  Government,  or  the  portionlar  tri- 
bnnal  that  decides  the  cause. 

Bat,  to  what  will  the  passage  of  this  bill 
lead!    The  United  States  only  stipulated,  in 
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the  treaty,  to  pay  daims  "  to  an  amount  not 
exceeding  five  millions  of  dollars."  That 
amoont  has  already  been  paid,  lie  whole 
fund  has  been  exhausted.  The  commissionera 
adjudged,  as  valid,  dums  to  the  amount  of 
BDont  five  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
Each  daimant  suffered  a  deduction  of 
something  like  S^  per  cent,  of  the  principal  of 
his  demand,  in  o^er  to  be  pud  out  of  the  fond 
of  five  millions  set  apart  for  that  purpose  by 
the  treaty.  Each  received  a  yro  rata  of  his 
demand.  If  I  have  been  correctly  informed, 
the  amount  of  daims  presented  to  the  Board  of 
Commissioners  was  ahont  forty  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  and  I  see,  I^m  a  document  which  I  hold 
in  my  hand,  to  wit :  a  report  made  by  a  com- 
mittee of  the  SensU  of  the  United  States  ad- 
verse to  this  dium,  at  the  first  seenon  of  the 
Nineteenth  Congreas — the  amount  stated  to 
have  been  presented  is  the  same.  The  amount 
of  claims,  then,  r^ected  by  the  Board  of  Com- 
missionera, was  about  thirty-four  millions  and 
a  half  of  dollars.  If  we  once  commence  re- 
vising the  decisions  of  the  Board  of  Oommis- 
sioners ;  if  we  once  open  the  door,  and  com- 
mence paying,  there  is  no  end  to  tne  fiood  of 
r^octed  eliums  that  will  be  pressed  upon  ns. 
Your  table,  sir,  ia  already  covered  with  memo- 
rials, all  waitjng  the  event  of  this  bill,  and  each 
assigning  some  plansible  reason  why  hia  daim 
was  rejected  by  the  Board  of  Oommissionere — 
some  unavoidable  circumstance  beyond  hia  con- 
trol, that  prevented  him  from  procuring  hia 
t«6timony  when  his  didm  was  before  die  Board 
of  Commissionera,  Bdy  upon  it,  sir,  if  yon 
once  disturb  the  decisions  of  the  commission- 
ers, there  will  be  no  difficulty  In  procuring 
specious  pretexts  and  plausible  reasons  for  the 
interposition  of  Congress,  and,  in  many  casea, 
frandnlent  cl^ms  may  aad  will  be  bolstered  up 
and  pesaed.  If  we  once  commence,  we  know 
not  where  we  are  to  stop ;  and  the  United 
States,  instead  of  pnyina  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars—the sum  which  die  stipulated  by  the 
treaty  to  pay,  and  which  she  has  already  paid 
—may  have  to  pay  a  vast  amount  more,  never 
contemplated  at  the  negotiation  of  the  treaty. 
But  it  IS  insisted  that  the  United  States  bave, 
by  the  treaty,  renounced  the  claim  of  her  citi- 
to  Spain ;  that  they  cannot  now  apply  to 
n  for  payment;  and  that,  therefore,  the 
.  -ited  States  ought  to  pay  them,  thoosh  the 
amount  should  exceed  five  millions  of  dollara. 
The  first  answer  which  I  have  to  make  to  this, 
is,  that,  in  oases  like  the  claim  now  before  ns, 
in  reference  to  which  Bpain  has  violated  the 
trea^,  by  failing  to  famish  the  "documenta 
and  elnddations''  demanded,  she  is  not  ab- 
solved from  the  obligation  to  pay.  But  the 
general  answer  is,  that  the  renunciation  was 
made  at  the  instance  and  at  the  desire  of  the 
chdmants  themselves.  The  claimant  before  na 
dedred  it  to  be  made .  A  general  statement  of 
his  claim,  nnlEqaldated  and  unsettled,  was  filed 
with  the  Secretary  of  State,  with  that  view. 
It  should  be  remembered,  that  the  value  of  a 
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iMotnA.  depends  as  mnch  on  the  ability  to  paj, 
ud  the  ^Yi^«ct  of  obUining  it,  m  on  its 
BDoant — and  often  more  bo.  In  thig  ver^  cssq, 
it  the  dale  of  the  BignAtare  of  the  treaty,  the 
ehiiaant,  ae,  indeed,  all  others  who  had  daims, 
Bint  h»ve  loHt  all  hope  of  receiving  it  from 
Bfwn.  The  prospect,  to  eay  the  least  of  it, 
«»  by  DO  rneana  flatterins.  For  a  series  of 
jMcs  Spain  had  b«en  tnjubled  hj  diatnrbanoes 
*t  hoBM  and  abroad.  Her  colonies  were  in  re- 
Tolt.  a  fi»reign  army  inrsding  her  territory,  her 
fiituoH  dwttuged,  h«r  thnme  tott«ring  to  ita 
bwcoMnt — the  prospeot  of  recovery  must  have 
leeD  a  ^oomy  one.  The  oertunty  of  reoeiv- 
'm%  a  raoall  modicam  of  a  Just  demand,  was 
ptferablftlA  the  great  delay  and  the  h«sard  of 

ffir,  I  hare  sometliiiig  to  say  in  referenoe  to 
Ibe  partieoUr  proThdons  of  this  bill ;  and  I 
lUak,  (m  miniite  examination,  they  will  be 
fbtuid  to  1m  Iiiglily  eioeptionable.  The  bill 
prcfKMes  to  refer  Ibis  dwm  to  a  new  Board, 
eompased  of  the  Attorney-General,  and  any 
tro  Auditors  of  the  Treasory,  for  liquidation. 
The  daimaut  in  tiila  case  has  not  mbmitted  to 
tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Affurs,  who  report- 
ed the  t»U,  any  new  evidence.  Wa  have  no 
MHiranoe  that  he  has  procured,  or  ever  will 
piocm«,  tiie  "docnments  and  elacidations " 
wiiieli  he  alleges  are  in  tbe  archives  of  Spiun. 
Te  have  no  assnrsace  that  he  can  proems,  or 
inteods  to  produce,  to  this  new  Boai^  any  evi- 
dence, other  ttian  that  which  he  presented  to 
the  Board  of  GtHnmiseioners  mider  the  treaty, 
and  which  they  rejected.  We  have  no  assor- 
snoe,  if  we  pan  this  bill,  that  this  new  Board 
may  not  reverse  the  decisions  of  the  regular 
Board  d  Ocmmianonem  under  the  treaty,  and 
receive  as  evidence  this  celebrated  Spanish 
liqnidatian.  Are  we  prepared  to  hazard  this 
resnltt  Are  we  jvepared  to  snbmit  the  de- 
dnon  til  the  oomioiasionera  to  the  revision  of 
this  new  Boardt  Are  we  willing  to  receive 
this  Bpaaiah  liqnidation  in  support  of  this 
daim,  rejected,  aa  it  was,  by  tbe  commiasion- 
era,  aiid  by  tlie  Secretary  of  State,  nnder  the 
advice  of  the  President,  as  incompetent  teati- 
mcay  f  ffir,  what  la  this  Spanish  liqnidation  t 
It  is  an  acknowledgment  by  Spain  of  a  debt 
doe  by  bar  to  this  clumant — an  ackxowledg' 
meat  made  more  than  twelve  months  after  the 
nguUre  of  the  treaty.  "  Tbe  treaty,  by  its 
ezprem  Imna,  made  provinon  only  for  nnset- 
tied  and  nnUqmdated  claims.  The  United 
States  amnaed  them  as  they  existed,  and  had 
been  exhilHted  at  the  algnatare  of  that  instm- 
bhU."  If  Spain,  sabncnent  to  the  riniatnre 
li  Km  trea^,  aclmowledged  a  debt  to  Meade, 
witboot  the  privity,  knowledge,  or  consent  of 
the  United  SUte^  that  acknowledgment  will 
be  billing  on  S[udn,  but  not  on  the  United 
Stitea.  ^t&a  had  no  power,  by  any  act  of 
bera,  aftsr  tbe  sigoatnre  of  the  trea^,  to  bind 
tlw  Osited  States.  Her  acknowledgment  to 
Meade,  more  than  twelve  months  after  the  sig- 
namn  of  tha  treaty,  is  no  evidence  of  a  de- 


mand existing  at  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 
The  American  Secretary  of  Stat«,  in  his  an- 
swer to  the  note  of  the  Spaniah  jCinister,  to 
which  I  have  already  referred,  says :  "  If  the 
claims  of  Ur.  Uesde  upon  Spun  were  included 
among  those  provided  for  by  the  treaty,  it  waa. 
in  common  with  all  the  others,  to  be  treated 
like  all  the  othera,  and  to  abide  the  some  issne 
with  the  others."  And  in  speaking  of  the 
effect  of  the  acknowledgment  or  Meade's  d^m, 
by  Spain,  be  farther  says :  "  Notlung  can  be 
more  clear  than  that  8p^  remains,  at  this 
hour,  boond  to  satisiy,  to  the  last  real,  every 
claim  acknowledged  by  herself  to  be  Jost,  and 
which  she  bad  not  Uie  right  to  transfer  to 
a  third  party,  without  the  consent  of  the 
clEumant.* 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  in  eondoslon..  thai 
Mr.  Meade  has,  at  different  times,  token  differ- 
ent grounds  in  relation  to  this  clum.  Before 
the  ai^natare  of  the  treaty,  he  aonght  the  in- 
terposition of  his  Government,  he  filed  his 
claim,  in  its  nnaenled  and  tmliqaidated  state. 
After  he  had  obtuned  his  aoknowledgment 
from  Spain,  and  when  the  treaty  waa  about  to 
be  ratified  by  the  United  States  a  second  time^ 
he  iuMBtod  that  his  claim  waa  not  embraced  by 
the  treaty.  His  coimsel  urged  "  that  his  olwm 
was  of  a  nature  that  the  American  Govern- 
ment had  no  right  to  interfere  with  Spain  in 
its  favor  at  all."  He  then  uudsted  that  a  sepa- 
rate article  should  be  annexed  to  the  treaty, 
providing  for  the  payment  of  bis  d^m  to  the 
full  amount  ocknowledEed  by  Spun.  The 
President  and  Senate  paid  no  regara  to  hia  me- 
morial, bnt  ratified  the  treaty.  Hr.  Heade 
afterwards  insisted,  before  the  commissioners, 
that  his  claim  was  embraced  by  the  treaty,  and 
that  the  Spanish  liqnidation  or  aoknowledg- 
ment of  it  was  condlurave  evidence  of  it*  jus- 
tice. Thus,  it  appears  that  Mr.  Heade  has  him- 
self at  Afferent  times,  taken  different  views  of 
his  own  dium.  There  ia  noting  in  this  daim 
that  recommends  it  to  pecnliar  favor.  I  will 
again  ctdl  the  attention  of  genUemen  to  the 
answer  of  the  Secretary  of  State  to  the  Span- 
ish Minister,  to  show  what  his  opinion  then 
was,  of  the  merits  of  this  particular  ol^m. 
He  says :  "  If  the  American  Qovemment  conid 
have  admitted  any  dlscrinunation  between  the 
daims,  and  that  any  one  shoold  have  bem 
privileged  above  the  rest,  Ur.  Meade's  dfdm,  if 
the  present  uvument  of  his  learned  connad  li 
sound,  wonid  have  been  the  very  lowest  on  tbe 
list,  and  the  least  entitled  to  fkvor." 

i  have  detained  the  House  longer  than  I  an- 
ticipated when  I  rose.  I  am  not  in  the  habit 
of  uirowing  myself  often  on  its  indulgence,  and 
especially  in  relation  to  private  clamis.  But 
this  hill  involves  important  principles  and  im- 


ing,  as  I  do,  with  a  m^ority  of  the  Oonunittee 
of  Foreign  Affairs,  in  relation  to  it,  it  was  dne 
to  myaeU;  and  to  the  Honae,  that  I  ahould  snb- 
mit my  viewB, 
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MoHD^T,  FebrnsTf  SS, 
AmtoI^  ffowral  Awim. 
The  following  resolntiaos  were  reocind  from 
theSeiiAto: 

"In  SnrAn  or  tai  Viimo  Stito, 

FebnuiT  9B,  1888. 
"JtMelttd,  Thmt  the  B«n»t«  hire  feuned,  with 
d»ep  remt  tha  dnth  or  U^or  Oenenl  Jacob 
Brown,  uw  kte  Commandiug  Oaaenl  of  tlM  Atmj, 
ud  tM  disUnruittied  leader  in  the  j^lorfaiua  bMtlee 
of  Chippewa,  Niagara,  and  Erie,  In  the  laU  war. 

"Sttatvd,  That,  if  the  Hoose  of  RepreeentatiTea 
concur,  the  Senate  will,  in  conjunction  with  the 
Houae  of  BepreieDtatiTei,  attend  the  funeral  of 
tUor  General  Brown,  on  Wednesdaj  next  at  12 

Hx.  HuuLToir,  Chtlnnan  of  the  Oommlttee 
OD  IfiUtarT'  Affairs,  sud  that  be  rose  for  the 
pnrpose  oT  moTing  the  cononrrenoe  of  tb« 
House  In  the  reaolntioiu  trannnitted  by  the 
Senate ;  for  he  was  aasnred  that,  whilst  those 
who  heard  him  felt  the  deepest  iTmpathy  in 
the  distrcMM  of  the  bereaved  family  of  the 
late  General  Baown,  and  the  loaa  which  the 
oonntry  at  large  had  sustained,  that  they  enter- 
tained the  most  tmCuUng  reoolleetion  of  the 
raloable  servioea  of  this  distingnlBhed  officer, 
to  whcnn  emphatically  bdonged  the  distdnction 
during  the  1^  war  of  having  been  the  first  to 
deprive  the  British  bayonet  of  its  repated  in- 
finoibility.  The  grave  of  such  a  tnoa  well  de- 
serves the  tribate  of  a  oatJoa's  honors,  as  well 
as  ite  grief:  I,  therefore,  move  yon,  not  only 
that  the  resolntione  be  conenrred  in,  hot  that  a 
oommittee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the  part  of 
this  House,  to  meet  lach  committee  as  the  Sen- 
ate may  ^^int,  to  make  the  oeoesuiy  ar- 
rangements tat  the  attendanoe  cf  both  Honsea 
^the  Ameral  of  the  lata  Uqjor  General  Bbowk. 

The  Honse  onaaimoady  agreed  to  the  motion 
ct  Mr.  BiJOLTOH,  and  the  oomtnlttee  otoristed 
of  Ueasra.  Haulton,  Vak  BnraaiLUB,  and 

WiDmsniT,  Haroh  0. 

Hr.  AxscBSOiT,  of  Kaine,  edd :  It  is  with 
extreme  relnctanoe,  Mr.  Oh^rman,  that  I  ever 
rise  to  address  a  oommittee  of  this  Hoose,  and 
nothing  short  of  an  imperious  sense  of  duty, 
eau  ever  nrge  me  to  obtmde  myself  on  their 
notioe.  Bnt  as  the  sabjeot  now  under  conaid- 
eratioQ  is  one  of  very  great  importance  to  my 
oonstltnents,  I  feel  myself  compelled  to  cium 
the  attention  of  the  oommittee  for  a  short  time. 
I  profess,  sir,  ss  well  as  others,  to  be  a  friend 
to  domestic  indnstry,  and  am  prepared  to  give 
all  neoessary  protection  to  every  branch  of  this 
indostry ;  bnt  am  not  willing  to  baild  np  one 
elass  on  the  rains  of  another.  Befbre  we  go 
farther  in  taxing  this  nation  for  the  benefit  of 
a  limited  nnmber  of  individuals,  we  onght  to 
Inquire,  serioosly  ioqaire,  where  we  are  to  stop 
in  this  system  of  progressive  protection.    I  see 


no  end  to  these  oomplainta  and  applications  for 
fiirther  relief.  Pssa  this  bill,  and  what  oomea 
qeit  t  We  shall  soon  he  told  that  still  greater 
investmenta  have  been  made,  the  horinees 
ralnons,  and  nothing  short  of  prohibitions  will 
save  them ;  and  when  yon  shall  have  grantod 
this,  and  secnred  to  them  oar  wbc^  market — 
when  their  numbers  shall  have  become  tbnni- 
dable,  and  their  influence  irresistible,  yon  will 
be  required  to  eetablish  a  system  of  bonnties 
to  relieve  fnture  depressions. 

I  twlieve  the  tariff  of  1B34,  if  its  provisons 
were  fairly  carried  into  exeontion,  will  give  all 
the  protection  the  manufaotnring  Interesta  ot 
this  oomitry  ought,  at  this  time,  to  reouve,  and 
wontd  enable  dem,  under  all  ordinary  oircnm- 
stances,  to  continne  their  budness  with  a  fUr 
profit.  This,  some  of  the  aanufaoturen  them- 
selves admit.  If  they  have  not  realized  the 
expected  benefita  of  the  tariff  of  1834;  if  the 
proviaions  of  that  law  have  been  evaded,  w  if 
foreign  legislation  has  taken  away  the  proteo* 
tion  which  that  law  was  eipeoted  to  ^ve,  I  am 
wilUng,  and  shall  foel  myself  in  Jnstioe  bound, 
to  vote  for  a  bill  that  shall  effeotoalty  aemre  to 
tiie  mauufaotorers  the  fuU  and  intended  hcoiefit 
and  protection  of  that  tariff  If  the  foreign 
mann&cturer  evades  the  existing  duty  by  low 
and  false  invoices:  or  if^  by  a  reduction  of 
du^  on  the  raw  material  by  him  oaed,  he  ia 
enabled  to  send  his  goods  to  our  market  at 
lower  prioes  than  he  could  in  1824, 1  woold 
give  to  our  manufacturer  an  additional  ad  ealv- 
rwft  duty,  equivalent  to  this  reduction  <rf  duty 
on  the  raw  material  of  the  foreigner;  clothe 
our  apprdaers  of  imported  goods  with  addi- 
tional powers,  and  make  every  false  invoioe 
work  a  forfeiture  of  the  goods,  and  a  fine  on 
the  Importer.  Thia,  At,  would,  in  my  opinion, 
effectually  prevent  tmaa,  if  any  does  exist,  and 
seoore  to  our  mannfhotnrer  all  the  protectkai 
the  tariff  of  '24  was  intended  to  give,  Bnt, 
sir,  while  I  am  willing  to  do  thia,  I  am  uot  pre- 
pared to  vote  for  the  bill  before  na,  as  it  now 
1^  or  even  after  it  is  amended,  as  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  fW>m  Vermont  I  will  not,  sir, 
vote  for  prohibitions  in  any  shspe;  and,  be- 
tween oeitain  fixed  prioes,  this  bill  does  amonnt 
to  a  prohibition;  and  while  I  would  saffleiently 
protect  the  mannfaotorer,  I  will  never  destroj 
a  wholesome  competititMi,  whieh  la  the  greatest 
spur  to  industry  and  economy,  and  t£e  onlj 
pledge  the  public  can  have  of  Uii  and  reastm- 
able  prioes. 

Sir,  I  am  far  fWnn  giving  foil  faith  and  credit 
to  all  the  statements  in  ue  petitions  and  me- 
morials that  have  orowded  in  npon  db  wiUioat 
mercy,  and  almost  without  nnmbei^Hior  do  I 
give  the  testimony,  here  taken,  the  weight  I 
should  give  to  the  evidenoe  of  diuntereeted 
witnesses.  I  believe  many  of  the  manofactur- 
tng  eatablisiimentB  of  this  country,  under  pm- 
dent  management,  are  doing  quite  as  well,  yes, 
air,  and  better  than  some  other  important 
branches  of  industry  not  claiming  our  proteo- 
lion ;  and  mnoh  of  the  loss,  diffloDlty,  and  em- 
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htwwnwit  we  hear  of^  ariief  from  iqjndiaioiu 
iaTMtmeuta  of  capittl,  muwcMMTj  eipendi- 
toTM,  tad,  lo  nuke  up  the  Iom  aoeoont,  we 
■M  ehirged,  ulmriM  to  ownefB,  agMts  and  nib- 
't,  tnd  high  oonuniMlotu  in  purchsM  and 
lived  bj  Mockholdan  of  tLe  eaUbllBh- 
Even  prohibithm  will  fail  to  render 
•OHM  of  Umm  eaUbliobiDeiitB  profitable.  But, 
■ir,  though,  aa  I  before  obaerred,  I  am  willing 
to  *Kan  to  oar  W0fd1«n  maoiifacturerB  all  the 
intttdad  proteotion  of  the  law  of  '34,  bj  an 
addilioBal  ad  tabrtm  dot;^,  1  owuiot  see  the 
UMH^  of  tn^«adiig  the  duty  on  iron,  steel, 
and  mao^iaotoree  from  them,  di«tiUed  apirita, 
bemp,  flax,  and  rooiwea. 

Sir,  I  beUeve  then  ia  not  a  man  in  this  na> 
tioD,  who  would  erer  have  thongbt  of  increas- 
ing the  dn^  od  theae  articlea,  bad  it  not  been 
aoggaated  b;  the  excitement  and  <damor  raised 
bj  ttte  mannlHtarers  of  wod.  What  eridence 
i^rt  we  that  theae  intereate  are  anffering ;  or, 
if  ■affnJDf,  that  tbej'  are  anj  mora  depressed 
than  anr  odter  branch  of  indnatrj  in  oor  oonn- 
>  be  aore,  we  have  the  teetimonj  of 
nrersthoDaelTea^  someofwh<»n,b7r»- 
K  erar^  thing  to  oaah  atatementa,  ahow  a 
urn.  Bat,  rir,  in  legating  for  twelve  milliona  of 
peo^  are  we  to  reat  on  the  profit  and  loaa 
Mcooat  of  two  or  three  mannfactnring  eatab- 
EAmenta  ?  Look  at  them  geaerall^,  and  what 
do  we  aee  t  What  do  theae  rtty  maaofaotarere 
teaut  Why,  that,  notwithstanding  all  their 
kwea,  and  all  tiiis  depreauon,  the  biMQeia  haa 
increaied,  and  is  inoreaaing.  If  thia  ia  anoh  a 
naacoa  bndneaa,  whj  do  we  aee  new  eatab- 
Bihnwts  ^vwing  up,  and  new  inTestmenta  an- 
snalt;  nalong  t  Oapitaligta  ru^ljr  oaloulata  in 
duava;.  Pradeut  men  never  do.  InTwtmenta 
■re  rare]/  made  in  bosinesa  that  ia  permanently 
depreaed,  hot  thej  are  made  when  atooks  are 
low  iod  depreasMi  OMuidered  temponny. 
What  is  the  evideiiee  on  wbioh  we  are  urged 
to  hj  an  additional  dn^  on  inm  and  ateu  f 
Iheae,  air,  are  artiolea  of  the  first  necewty, 
aaed  1^  all  olaaaea,  the  poor  man  aa  well  aa  the 
ridi,  and,  from  their  weight,  are  not  aoscepti- 
Ue  of  exteosive  transportation  on  land,  and 
ought  to  coma  to  onr  laboriooa  dtizens  with 
the  least  pooaible  idMrgee.  These  mannfao- 
tnera  do  not  complain  of  want  of  akill  or  of  a 
maiket.  The  whole  teatimon;  ahows  thev  are 
imof  weD ;  that  they  hare  increaaed,  and  are 
■ncnaang;  manj  of  than  have  litue  or  no 
eompetilioo  frmn  fiN«ign  iron,  and  all  agree 
that  tb«r  expenaea  have  not  inoreaaed  smoe 
10M.  Sir,  iron  haa  been  maoofaotnred  fi«m 
tbe  on  ia  thia  oonntrr  for  mcve  than  half  a 
eaatary ;  andif  they  have  not  already  aoqnired 
the  reqiiiahe  skill,  they  nerw  wilL  and  1  bft- 
liare  that  those  engt^ed  in  it  wonld  have  been 
■tH£ed  with  the  preaent  protection,  had  not 
tbeir  aid  been  wanted  to  help  throogh  another 
ilOB  oC  tins  bill.  On  what  evidence  are  we 
aoii^  while  alkont  to  lay  an  additional  dnty 
<■  Reel  t  It  does  not  appear  that  a  alngle 
WOThntnij  of  this  article  exiata  in  the  oonn- 


try,  or  that  a  single  ponnd  baa  efer  been  made 
here,  and  yet  we  are  aaked  to  increase  the  dn^ 
npon  it  fltt;  per  cent  And  for  what  I  Why,  . 
the  duty  will  then  be  so  high,  that  some  may 
be  induced  to  try  experiments,  and  thereby  as- 
oertain  tbe  fact  whether  we  can  make  it  or 
not.  Pass  tbe  bill,  air,  and  I  have  no  dosbt 
many  will  try  the  exiMrimrait,  and  we  shall 
then  have  them  here,  snowing  inunenae  inveat- 
ments  onder  the  tariff  of  1828,  complying  of 
oompetitiou  from  foreign  steel,  end  their  min 
inevitable,  nnleea  we  give  one  Jumdred  per 
oenL  more,  and  ao  we  most  go  on  as  we  hare 
done,  adding  protection  to  protection,  till  we 
come  to  a  general  prohiUtion.  Bir,  inmy  opin- 
ion, it  ia  aU  of  a  piece.  We  are  abont  to  im- 
pose on  oor  dtuena  from  fifty  to  one  hnn- 
ored  per  cent,  additional  taxes  on  articles  of 
the  first  necessity,  articles  absdntely   indis- 

Knsable  to  their  comfort  and  anbustence^  to 
eak  np  the  braoohee  of  bnaineaa  in  wnioh 
they  have  for  vears  been  IndnstrioOHly  and 
happily  engaged,  tac  the  purpose  irf  trying 
experiments. 

Aa  to  hemp,  it  mtears  to  me^  it  is  sbnndant- 
lyproteoted.  Justlook  at  tbe  prioeaof  Bnatdan 
MM  American  hemp  in  oor  marked  and  it  mnat 
convince  any  man  Oiat  this  article  needa  no  fbr- 
ther  proteoticn.  Rnaria  hemp  now  commands 
$iK  per  ton,  while  American  ia  quoted  at 
ilSfi.  If  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  per  ton 
is  not  a  sufficient  protection,  what  in  tbe  name 
of  Heaven  will  be  t  The  great  oompl^t  bos 
been,  that  foreign  manufiuituree,  and  articles  of 
for^gu  growth,  were  nndereelling  ns  in  oor 
own  market ;  but  thia  does  not  apply  to  hemp. 
And,  if  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  ^w  ton, 
or  even  one  hnndred  dollars  per  ton,  bounty, 
has  not  indooed  the  grower  of  this  article  to 
prepare  it  properly  for  market,  can  we  expect 
that  ten  or  twenty  dtdlara  more  will  t 

There  ia  one  claaa  of  manQflM)tnref&  and  an 
important  daas  too,  who  seemed  to  have  se- 
eded the  notioe  of  the  committee— I  mean  the 
maouflutnrers  of  oordage.  This  Inll  proposes 
to  put  an  additiwial  tax  td  nearly  one  nnndred 
per  omt,  on  the  imported  raw  material,  to  dis- 
courage its  use,  while  your  own  testimony 
shows  that  you  cannot  or  will  not  fnmieli  them 
a  domestic  material  fit  for  use.  Tes,  rir,  while 
we  have  Jnit  sent  onr  boofca  to  the  fkrmera  to 
teach  them  how  to  raise  and  prepare  hemp  for 
market,  before  these  treatiseahave  had  tame  to 
reach  them,  and  before  we  know  whether  onr 
farmers  can  or  will  attempt  to  prepare  it  sa 

Srescribed,  we  are  abont  to  lay  ao  additional 
Dty  on  fordgn  hemp,  progresting  to  near^ 
(«e  hundred  per  cent.  We  have  had  before 
us,  dissertations  upon  raidng  hemp,  and  state- 
msnts  of  the  relative  strength  of  fordgi  end 
domestio  yams,  to  ahow  th^  onr  hemp,  when 
properly  rotted,  ia  superior  to  any  other.  But, 
nr,  I  had  rather  see  one  ton  of  it  fit  fr»-  nae, 
than  all  the  statements  and  experimentt  that 
have  been  made,  or  that  can  be  made  for 
twenty  years  to  oome.     The  manofactnrers  of 
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oordsge  are  of  the  flrat  impOrUncM  to  the  ooiin~ 
trr,  and  indUpeDsable  to  our  oommeroe ;  and 
Ttulo  thu  bill  will  doable  the  dat;  on  their 
TKw  material,  farther  to  dlBoonnge  them,  it 
take*  aw^  part  of  the  existiiiR  drawback  on 
oordage^  aj  dedoodng  Uie  weight  of  the  tar 
need  in  manoliiotaring  of  it. 

Tbia  dednction  on  the  drawback  will  not 
amoont  to  macb  protectioo  to  domestio  herAp : 
for,  while  we  imported,  Qxe  het  fear,  five  thoa- 
eand  and  twentj-two  tone  of  hemp,  the  whole 
export  of  cordage  was  bat  one  hondred  and 
nine^-ti^t  tons.  This,  of  itself  ahowa  the 
importanoe  of  this  mBiuifacture  to  our  com- 
meroe,  sod  that  all  tlie  drawback  on  the  tar 
moat  be  mall ;  beaidee,  I  have  alwa^  onder- 
■tood,  that  the  hemp  lost,  in  worUng,  all  the 
oordag«  gained  b;  the  tar. 

Now,  sir,  let  va  lo<^  a  moment  to  the  nece»- 
riij  <tf  Inorearing  the  datj  on  dock.  The 
pruunpal  owner  imd  manager  of  one  manti&o- 
torj  en  thia  artiole  haa  beui  here,  and  statee, 
that  it  ia  neceeaair  and  expedient  to  ^ve  his 
eatablishment  farther  protection.  This  wit- 
neaa,  like  all  the  others,  wiahea,  of  coarse,  to 
advance  his  own  interest.  They  all  think,  and 
are  qnite  dear,  that  the  interest  of  the  nation 
reqnires  their  Beveral  mano&otories  shoold  be 
ftinher  protected — to  be  mre,  they  are  wit- 
nesses in  their  own  favor,  and  if  they  do  not 
make  ont  a  strong  case,  it  is  not  our  &Dlt 
Bat^  in  the  coarse  of  the  examination,  we  have 
the  statement  of  a  year's  bngiseas  of  this  dock 
mannfactory,  from  which  I  should  infer,  that 
no  farther  protection  was  needed.  He  statee 
the  oi^ltal  mvested,  at  1170,000.  The  estab- 
lishment, however,  came  into  his  hands  at 
$87,500.  Last  year,  he  made  7,010  bolts  and 
pieces  of  inck,  hammock  doth,  and  cotton 
oa^^K ;  of  the  latter,  only  810  pteoea,  leaving 
6,800  bolta  of  canvas  and  bainmock  doth. 
The  cost  of  flax,  $8  4fi  per  bolt ;  cost  of  man- 
a&ctoring  it  $5  06,  making  |1S  60  oost  of  the 
raw  material,  and  the  mannfactaring  it.  The 
price  of  this  dnok,  in  the  market  was  (IG  60, 
giving  a  clear  profit  of  two  dollars  per  bolt, 
which,  to  say  nothing  of  the  profit  on  the  cot- 
ton bagging,  ^ves  (1G,800  for  that  year.  Thia 
^ves  an  Interest  on  more  than  $326,000,  on  an 
mreetment  at  its  greatest  extent,  of  (170,000, 
Certainly,  a  bnmnesa  afibrding  each  a  profit, 
reqaires  no  farther  protection.  Again,  sir,  I 
find,  on  looking  at  the  contraota  made  with  the 
Navy  Department,  for  the  year  18S7,  which 
have  been  laid  on  oar  tables  unoe  this  exami- 
nation before  the  Oommittee  cm  Mannfiustnres, 
that  thia  same  witneia,  I  preanme  ao  from  the 
name,  haa  contracted  to  supply  the  Kavy  with 
^  tUfferent  klnda  of  duck,  at  prioea  fhmi  nine- 
teen and  a  half,  down  to  sixteen  and  a  qnaiter 
dollars  per  bolt,  averaging  |17  60  per  bolt. 
Thia  g^ves  a  profit  of  more  than  four  dollara 
per  bolt ;  and  if  he  is  as  fortanate  in  hia  tales 
oa  in  hia  contract,  the  tlYO.OOO  inveated  in  that 
Mtablishtnent,  will  give  him  an  interest  on 
(450,000,    If  this  eetablishtnent  reqoirea  far- 


n  will  bepnz- 


ther  protection,  I  think  gentlem 
sled  to  find  one  that  does  not. 

Oonneoted  with  the  teatimony  relative  to 
dock,  we  have  a  piece  of  hearsay  evidence, 
showing  a  system  of  frand  practisBd  by  onr 
merchants  to  avoid  the  existing  daty.  Tba 
witness  says  he  has  heard  that  onr  merdianta 
are  in  the  habit  of  sending  ont  their  vcanola 
with  old  worn  sails,  and  are  sapplied  in  foreign 
ports,  to  avoid  the  doty.  This,  mr,  is  a  "  etcNry 
for  marinee."  Can  any  man  in  hia  eensee  anp- 
pose,  that  onr  merchants  would  risk  their  ves- 
aela  and  cargoes  for  tiie  sake  of  each  a  piUftal 
saving  as  this  (  Even  if  a  merchant  oomd  be 
foond  so  consnnunately  stnpid  and  fodiah  aa  to 
attempt  BQoh  a  saving^  he  oonld  not  anooeed. 
Sir,  the  seamen,  the  mconait  the  sidls  diook 
ont,  before  they  cleared  the  land,  would  refnae 
to  proceed,  and  risk  their  lives  in  a  vetael  thna 
fitted  ont ;  they  woald  demand  a  sorvey,  aud 
npon  snoh  survey,  she  would  be  declared  tin- 
seaworthy,  with  a  suit  of  snoh  sails  as  are  hers 
deeoribed.  Agun,  nr,  most,  if  not  all,  of  onr 
merchants  en^iged  in  a  trade  where  they  conld 


they  woold  pay  r 
they  knew,  in  their  own  sonla,  their  veasda 
were  not  fit  for  the  voyage ;  and  the  defidency 
so  apparent  and  eo  easOy  proved  aa  thia  would 
be  I  No,  sir,  no  merchant  will  ever  risk  hia 
capital  to  this  extent,  merely  to  avoid  paying  a 
little  dnty.  Bir,  dock,  hemp,  and  iron,  are  fiie 
three  great  artides  of  oonanmption  in  bailding 
and  equipping  onr  vessels,  in  which  bnginess  a 
vast  amonnt  of  mechanical  labor  now  flnda 
constant  employment.  If,  while  our  merchanta 
are  barely  able,  by  greater  economy  in  baild- 
ing and  eqoipping  their  vessels,  and  anperior 
energy  and  activity  in  sailing  tbem,  to  compete 
with  foreign  oommeroe,  yon  enhance  the  price 
of  onr  tonnage  to  the  extent  this  bill  proposes, 
yon  will  strike  a  blow,  from  which  onr  com- 
merce may  never  recover.  It  mnst  and  win 
dwindle,  and  finally  dnk  under  anoh  exorbitant 
taxation. 


Thussi>i.t,  Uoroh  6. 

On  motion  of  lib-.  Hallabt,  the  Honse  re- 
sumed the  consideration  of  the  Tariff  Bill,  the 
qaestion  being  on  the  motion  c^  Ur.  Bawibt, 
to  strike  ont  the  first  section. 

Hi.  Fton,  of  Virgin!^  after  some  remtAa 
on  the  conrse  which  the  debate  had  takoi,  ow- 
ing to  the  form  of  Ur.  BAXNXv'a  motion,  and 
some  observations  about  the  price  of  oom,  &«., 
suggeated  to  gentiemen  on  both  eidee  of  the 
question,  whether  it  would  not  be  better  first 
to  let  the  bill  be  so  modified  by  amendments  aa 
to  give  it  the  most  acceptable  form,  before  they 
proceeded  to  the  general  orgnment  on  the 
question  of  its  adoption. 

Ur.  B^SBXT,  after  explaining  the  reoaoa  whj 
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tt«  tutd,  under  the  rales  of  order,  boeu  obUged 
to  mike  his  motion  in  the  fbnn  he  had,  in  or- 
der to  reach  the  other  parta  of  the  bill  in  de- 
twle,  «hich  were  not  inoloded  la  the  amend- 
BmtofUr.  Wn.i.tgT  withdrew  his  motion  to 
rtrike  ont  the  first  aeotion :  and  the  qoeation 
uw  recnmng  on  the  amendmeot  of  Mr.  IQl- 
un, 

Mr.  Hunt  ohaarved  that,  for  man;  years  past 
the  paUic  attrition  had  been  directed,  with  a 
deep  interest,  towards  the  eatablisbmeDt  and 
,  progttm  of  domestic  manolactaras.  Th^  sal- 
stMrj  effect  on  agrienltiire,  said  Ur.  K,  by  Air- 
~"''~g>  ready  and  profitable  market  for  the 
*    IS  of  Uie  earth — the  enterpriBe  of  onr 

Jie  immenw  moltiplication  of  the 

pradnotiTe  power  of  labor  wMch  they  create 
by  means  of  machinery,  and  their  eisentjal  ud 
m  rendering  u  independent  of  fordgn  nations, 
are  omonK  the  reasoiu  for  requiring  the  footer- 
ing  core  ud  proteotion  of  Qovemment 

Whm  I  arose  yesterday  to  addren  the  Ohoir, 
it  woa  sot  my  mtention^  neither  b  it  now,  to 
disonas  the  general  merits  of  this  bill,  or  the 
amendmeot  as  proposed  by  my  bon(»^le 
fiiend,  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Manabctarea,  and  which  he  supported  with 
greet  ability  and  force  of  argmnent;  bnt  to 
iobimt  my  views  npon  one  snbject  which  boa 
been  incorporated  into  the  bill,  and  which,  oo- 
oording  to  my  nnderstanding,  has  no  natural 
omnection  with  the  other  great  objects  con- 
tuned  in  it  The  effect  of  its  introdnction,  as 
I  i^adiended,  will  be  to  embarrass,  raUker 
QkU  to  pmnote  the  acoomplisbment  of  that  ay>- 
tem  whidi  BO  many  gentlemen  in  this  Hoiue, 
and  so  Uige  a  portion  of  this  ooontry,  hare  in 

«!«-*        TL„  ^^L^^,^    :»    4L.    kill    *^  _lLj^L    T    ^1 


the  doty  npon  foreign  molasses,  and  the  repeal 
of  the  drawback  opon  the  eqwrtotion  of  spirits 
diAilled  frcan  that  materiaL 

Petitions  and  memoriola  from  varionB  porta 
of  the  Union  and  irom  all  olaeses  of  citizens, 
hare  been  crowded  upon  our  tables  dnring  the 
vlxde  of  the  present  session,  praying  for  the 
inurpaaitJtHi  of  Congress  to  afford  some  ^d 
and  rdief  to  tlie  great  agricnltnral  and  mann- 
betuing  interesU  of  this  coontry,  by  inoreauag 
the  dUy  npMi  foreign  wool,  woollen  goods, 
iron,  and  Tariona  other  artiolee;  bat  amidst 
this  |cnersl  expreamon  of  the  pnblic  voice,  not 
a  iriui(«r  lua  been  heard  for  angmenting  the 
duty  190a  molasses.  Even  the  mauafacturers 
of  tliia  article  twre  not  desired  it.  They  ore 
Mtiriled  with  the  profits  and  protection  which 
diey  BOW  eqjoy,  and  well  may  they  be  so,  for 
it  H  a  &Gt  well  understood,  liiat  the  sugar  plan- 
tsdona  of  Lonisiana,  where  the  New  Orleans 
imlasMs  is  manufiu^tarod,  afford  a  greater 
BMMint  of  profit  than  any  other  branch  of  ^- 
liealtnral  omployment  in  this  country.  In  that 
psit  of  the  State  which  is  oongenial  to  the 
powtb  of  the  aaetr  oane,  almost  the  whole  in- 
oiMtty  is  direotea  to  its  culture ;  and  such  is 
te  aridity  with  wiiich  capital  la  seeking  for  an 


incresse.  Since  the  year  1824,  it  is  estimated 
that  the  prodnction  of  sugar  and  molasses  in 
Loni^ana  has  been  doubled,  and  the  produce 
of  the  last  year  swella  to  the  prodigions  amount 
of  80,000  hogsheads  of  sugar,  being  equal  to  88,- 
000,000  of  pounds,  and  S,000,000  gallons  of 
moi>FroH.  Tbis  businesa,  therefore,  requires  no 
additional  aid  or  stimulus  from  Government; 
it  does  nol^  like  many  other  kinds  of  employ- 
ment, present  the  melancholy  spectacle  of  Im- 
gnishment,  ruin,  and  decay,  for  wont  of  pfo- 

"Ihe  gentleman  from  FennsylTonia  (Mr.  Sis- 
vxMsoif)  informed  as  that  the  present  project 
of  inoreoaing  the  duty  <m  molasses,  is  not  the 
first  one  that  has  been  offered  to  Congress,  but 
that  a  report  was  mode  by  a  committee  some 
few  years  ago  to  this  House  for  the  same  pur- 
pose. If,  however,  we  look  into  the  history  of 
the  legislation  upon  this  sulyect,  we  shall  find 
that  Congress  has  always  guarded  this  article 
with  a  seeming  anxiety,  from  high  toiatjon. 

By  the  first  act  imder  the  present  Drganiia> 
tion  of  this  Qovemment,  passed  July  SO,  1789, 
laying  a  duty  on  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
imported  into  the  country,  the  impost  upon 
molasses  was  two  md  a  half  cents  per  gallon. 
The  experience,  however,  of  one  year,  oon- 
Tinoed  the  nation  that  the  revenue  was  too  in- 
adequate for  the  support  of  Qovenunent  and 
the  discharge  of  the  public  debt ;  and  on  the 
tenth  of  August,  17S0,  a  new  act  was  passed, 
increasing  the  duties,  adding  abont  50  per  cent, 
on  sugar,  spirits,  &c. ;  but  only  one-h^  a  cent 
per  (ptllon  upon  this  article.  By  the  several 
acts  of  1792  and  1794,  further  additions  were 
made  to  the  duties  npon  most  foreign  goods, 
but  no  increase  was  made  to  the  tax  on  molas- 
ses. Bnt  when  a  new  era  occurred,  and  eitro- 
ordinary  expenditures  were  required  for  enlarg- 
ing the  navy,  and  supporting  a  standing  army, 
when  in  the  course  of  four  years  sooceeding  '96 
more  than  |17,0O0,000  of  loons  were  onthor- 
ized;  when  the  direct  taxes  were  impowd; 
when  bohaa  tea  was  subjeotod  to  new  anties  j 
and  eight  cents  per  bnsliel  were  added  to  the 
previous  tax  upon  salt ;  then  it  was  in  compa- 
ny with  these  taxes,  that  the  further  sum  of 
one  oent  per  gallon  was  added  to  molasses  in 
the  year  '97,  and  one  cent  more  in  1600,  mokinB 
the  whole  duty  five  oents  per  gallon,  beyond 
which  it  has  never  been  advanced  in  time  of 
peaoe. 

Boon  after  the  oommenoement  of  the  late 
war,  on  additional  duty  of  one  hundred  per 
oent,  was  made  to  the  permanent  duUes  by  the 
act  of  July  1, 1819,  bnt  limited,  however,  in  its 
operation,  to  one  year  from  the  conclusion  of 
peace.  After  the  oconrrenoe  of  thot  fortunate 
event,  in  1816,  the  whole  subject  of  the  revfr. 
nue underwent  o  full  and  thorough  revi^on: 
and  at  that  period,  when  we  had  Just  emerged 
from  war,  with  a  debt  of  $130,000,000  upon  our 
hands,  the  duty  was  established  at  five  oents 
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per  gallon ;  and  now,  when  half  that  debt  hag 
beon  dbobai^ed,  and  must  hy  the  neoeaaaiy 
operatitm  of  onr  present  STstem  of  finanoe,  b« 
entirely  estingnlahed  in  tbe  oonrae  of  six  or 
eight  jean,  we  are  called  on  to  impose  npon 
the  people  a  donble  dutj,  a  war  tax,  npon  an 
article,  too,  which  use  hu  rendered  one  of  the 
necessaries  of  life. 

The  prirae  cost  of  molssaes  in  the  WA  In- 
diea  depends  npon  its  qnalitj,  and  rariee  from 
five  to  tweWe  and  a  huf  oenta  per  gallon,  mak- 
ing the  average  price  eight  cents  and  three- 
qnarters ;  and  while  some  parte  of  the  country 
DpiMMe  with  zeal  and  vehemence  any  addition  to 
the  present  duties  of  SS  and  S8  per  cent,  npon 
woollen  doths,  we  are  nrged  to  impose  a  double 
tax  npon  molanes,  which  is  eaoivalent  to  an  od 
eotovm  charge  of  one  hondred  and  twenty  per 
cent 

From  the  year  18S0  to  18S6,  incliwiTe,  tlie 
average  annnal  amount  of  molBgaea  imported, 
was  IS.SOSjMS  gallons,  prodncing  a  revenue  of 
upwards  of  $640,000  per  annom.  The  tax  for 
this  pcHtion  of  the  pnblio  revenne  is  manifestly 
unequal  in  its  operation  npon  the  diflbrent  sec- 
tions of  the  Union.  The  principal  part  of  the 
foreign  molasses  is  ooDsumed  in  New  England, 
New  York,  and  a  few  of  the  States  bordering 
npon  the  Atlantic ;  while  amidst  the  great  mass 
of  population  at  the  West,  it  is  but  seldom  in- 
trodnced,  and  its  oonsnmption  la  small  and  lim- 
ited. In  many  sections  of  that  country  a  great 
abundance  is  easily  mannfactnred  at  home,  and 
the  balance  of  the  supply,  supposed  to  be  about 

S 000,000  gallons  annually,  paswe  from  the 
antationa  of  Louisiana  op  the  Misnsnppi,  tiie 
bfaio,  the  BUuois,  and  the  Misaoari. 

The  tax  is  not  only  principally  pdd  by  Oie 
eastern  States,  but  what  renaers  ite  operation 
still  more  severe  and  unequal  la,  that  In  those 
States  the  poorer  part  of  the  popolation  pays 
the  greater  portion  of  the  tax,  aruiey  consume, 
in  proportion  to  th«r  numbers,  laraer  quanti- 
ties than  the  rich.  They  dtuly  use  It  in  their 
humble  fare,  npon  their  cakes  and  their  pud- 
dings; and  as  a  cheap  substitute  for  sngar  in 
tea,  to  sU  sorts  of  cookery,  and  for  other  do- 
mestic purposes.  It  enters  copioudy  into  the 
composiUou  of  beer,  and  various  kinds  of 
drink,  as  a  wholesome  and  valuable  substitute 
for  ardent  spirits ;  and  it  prodnces  a  moral  infiu- 
enoe  npon  society,  by  affording  a  protection 
from  inebriety,  fuid  the  rniitons  habits  of  in- 
te^eranoe, 

we  possesa  no  data  for  determining  with  ao- 
cnraoy  the  quantitjr  of  molasses  thid:  is  con- 
sumed in  any  particular  Btate  or  section  of 
country.  From  tiie  best  information  which  I 
bave  been  able  to  obtun,  I  estimate  the  annual 
ooDBumption  of  molasses  in  tbe  State  of  Ver- 
mont, at  five  hnndred  thousand  gallons,  being 
somewhat  less  than  two  gallons  to  an  individ- 
saL  Upon  this  amount,  which  I  think  will  not 
be  r^arded  as  excessive,  it  follows  that  the 
national  Treasury  now  draws  from  tbe  inhabi- 
tanta  of  that  State,  npon  the  present  duties. 


$36,000  per  annum — a  tax  that  is  sufficient  to 
deftay  one-half  of  the  expenditures  of  the  State 
Government,  and  already  heavy  upon  a  people 
that  entoy  none  of  tbe  countervtuling  advan- 
tages  of  oommeroe — pnblio  works  and  expendi- 
tures, canals,  national  roads,  or  tbe  gratuities 
of  pubtio  lands. 

The  proposed  aunnentation  of  duty  wonld 
materially  ^imint"*'  uie  amount  of  importation, 
and  destroy  some,  and  impair  all,  of  the  impor- 
tant interests  Uiat  are  now  dependent  upon  tbe 
various  brancbee  of  trade  in  this  commodity.. 
It  is  a  trade  far  different  from  that  with  Great 
Briton,  where  there  is  no  reciprocity  of  inter- 
change ;  where,  notwithstandmg  we  reoeive 
millions  of  her  cloths  and  niBnafactnrea  every 
year,  yet  all  the  productions  of  this  country, 
with  two  or  three  exoeptiona,  are  «Eclnded 
from  her  porta  with  as  mooh  rigor  and  anxiety, 
as  if  they  carried  pestilence  al<Hi^  with  th«m. 
But  our  trade  with  the  West  Indies  is  carried 
on  by  barter — agriculture  is  concerned  in  its 
sncOMsfiil  prosecution.  Our  bee£  pork,  butter, 
cheese,  rice — all  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  live 
stock,  household  ftamitnre,  saddles,  hats,  ehoea, 
and  the  products  of  the  workshop^  are  readi- 
ly received  in  the  West  Indies  in  exchange  for 
this  commodity. 

The  lumber  bn^ess,  which  is  of  vital  im- 

Krtanoe  to  many  parts  of  the  country,  would, 
the  imposition  of  double  duties,  become  an- 
nihilated, as  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Hidne  has  already  evinced  with  great  deameaa 
and  ability.  During  the  last  year,  there  were 
two  hnndred  and  three  dearancee  from  the 
unf^e  district  of  ForUand,  to  the  West  In^ee 
—38,000,000  feet  of  boards,  scantling,  Ac, 
were  exported,  and  the  return  cargoes  bron^t 
h(»ne  a,BeO,8S!l  gallons  of  molaasea.  This  bna- 
Inesa,  althongh  large  and  extensive,  in  which  a 
great  portion  itf  the  population  of  H^e  is  mi- 
gaged,  is  by  no  means  lucrative,  and  it  does  do 
more  than  repay  the  ordinary  wages  of  labor. 
And  if  jon  double  the  dnty  as  proposed,  yon 
do  in  effect  put  a  tax  upon  the  lumber  business 
of  not  less  than  900,000  doltan  per  annum ;  and 
it  most  cease  to  exist.  The  burthen  would  be 
too  heavy  to  be  bome^  and  beneath  the  pres- 
sure of  snob  a  weight  it  must  ineritaUy  rink. 

The  fisheries,  where  are  formed  the  bone 
and  rinew  of  the  navy,  and  which  the  vigilant 
policy  of  our  Qcvemment  has  ever  ddighted  to 
encourage  and  protect,  would  wither  at  the  loos 
of  any  importuit  branch  of  our  trade  with  tbe 
West  Indies.  During  Ibe  five  years  troca  1829 
to  1830,  the  dried  and  pickled  flsk  fiah  and 
whale  oil,  ^rmsoeti  candles,  Ac.,  which  were 
sold  in  the  West  Indies,  amounted,  upon  an  av- 
erage, to  )S86,?73  per  annum,  boinff  aboat 
twice  the  amount  wnich  was  exported  to  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  globe.  These  islands  ar« 
the  great  foreign  reoeptadee  for  our  produota 
of  the  sea.  It  is  there  the  hardy  fistierman, 
who  spends  his  toilsome  days  and  watch^ 
nights  npon  the  banks  of  Newfoundland,  or 
who,  with  more  adventure,  doublea  tbe  &r- 
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Tliere  u  another  intovot  of  long  rtudiiiff 
fn  ttiia  oo>iii]tr7,  tliat  (tf  distJUinf  molowes,  which 
would  neewMrily  be  rained  b;  donbluw  the 
*      -    "-  s  tho  drawbaii  whioh  is 
le  expoTtetJon  irf  the  apir- 


nowMlaw 


who  mpport 
w31  be  rseidleeted  that  the  prime  cost  of  this 
artide  in  the  Test  Indies  is  but  Bmell,  and  that 
fti  chief  Tslne  ia  imparted  to  it  bj  the  industry 
and  labor  of  our  own  oittzens.  We  f^miah  the 
cMks  wfaieh  contain  it,  the  Tessela  whioh  tnina- 

Krt  it,  and  the  hands  who  perfonn  the  voyage. 
■  tiyerj  gallon  of  molaaoes  that  Is  diatUted,  not 
leaa  than  twen^-fire  oentB  of  ita  Talae  ia  crea- 
ted by  American  indoatrj  and  akill ;  and  i^  oa 
th«  gBOtleiun  from  PonDsylvania  rapposee^  B,- 
000,000  4^  xallonB  are  jeariy  converted  mto 
I,  it  fiHlowa  that  2,000,000  ddlan'  worth 


ipiiita,  _  _ 

<Sf  labor  is  reonired  for  anch  a  production.  If 
tli«  aonnd  poucy  of  thia  conntfy  raqnirea  the 
entire  ■npprearitm  of  thia  bn^neaa,  and  thia  is 
tba  oolj  olject  wluch  the  gentlemen  have  in 
Tiaw,  let  na  acoompliah  it  in  the  pMn  and  sim- 
ple manner,  by  putting  a  tax  npon  the  distil- 
teriea,  and  not  by  impoaing  new  and  euormooB 
dtrtiea  npon  the  eonsomera  of  molasses. 

TTin  ammmt  nf  fhmijTi  iftnlnnficin  fhnt  in  nnnnnl 
Yf  dirtiDed  in  the  United  States,  cannot  perhaps 
be  aaeertained  with  certainty.  We  are,  how- 
«v^  in  the  posseerion  of  certain  facts  trom 
-^rUcli  we  derive  an  opinion,  that  the  qnantity 
ia  Doi  Wga,  and  that  the  estimate  formed  by  the 
boBanUe  ^tieman  from  Pennsylvania  ia 
modi  toolu^ 

Ami  tiM  year  ino  to  1800,  both  inoloslTe, 
the  whole  qnantity  of  mnlnnnn  imported  into 
tbe  United  Slatea  waa  68,838,607  ^ons ;  and 
Itj  a  statMMnt  derived  from  a  report  of  Ur. 
G«Ilalan,  it  appean  that  Uie  spirita  distilled  from 
the  aame  waa  98,148,404  gallons,  being  3,104^- 
40O  gallona  per  amimn ;  and  tliis  was  at  a  pe- 
riod when  t£e  eroortation  of  these  spitita  waa 
nrnt^  greater,  and  the  distillation  frran  domes- 
tie  ""*-**■*■  ranch  leas,  than  at  nresent.  Bv 
the  teetimiMiy  taken  bofore  the  ( 


the  nci^lKniiood  en  Kew  York,  at  Hndson  and 
Albany,  nannfiustore  only  abont  860,000  inl- 
I<MMper  annnm ;  and  that  the  quantity  diatified 
in  eD  that  part  of  the  country,  indaduig  Jersey 
Citj  md  Staten  Island,  is  len  by  one-half  than 
it  waa  in  1813.  In  1810,  it  appears  In  the  re- 
tartu  made  by  the  marshals,  that  the  quantity 
vt  apirits  distilled  in  the  United  States  from 
iiMtlaswe  was  2,827,625  gallons;  and  since 
ibMb  period,  the  presnmption,  I  think,  may  be 
fUHy  dednoed,  uiat  the  whole  qoantity  has 
tiacn  dtminished  rather  tJian  increased. 

Tlie  repeal  of  the  drawback,  as  proposed  in 
the  bin,  wonid  entirely  prevent  the  fiulher  ex- 
portation (rf  this  kind  of  spirit  Snoh  an  ope- 
tmttos,  however,  voald  seem  manlfesUy  rt^ng- 


nant  to  tlie  true  policy  of  the  country ;  for  so 
long  as  the  distillation  shall  coatioae,  the  great- 
er uie  exportation,  tho  larger  will  be  the  spaoa 
for  tiie  market  of  gin,  whiskey,  and  other 
liquors,  mann&otnred  triaa  domestic  materiala. 
Mr.  OLAnoBNX  said  he  was  decidedly  oppo^ 
ed  to  the  principles  of  tlds  bill,  and  more  to  to 
the  amendment  offered  by  the  gentlemen  from 
Vermont.  His  constitDents  woud,  he  tbonght, 
be  serionaly  iigared  by  the  passage  of  either. 
He  would,  by  way  of  preface,  state  a  few  fsota, 
which  would  show  the  truUi  of  this  declara- 
tion. The  soil  of  the  section  of  conntry  be 
repreeented,  was  bv  no  means  ungratefriL  The 
climate  was  favor^le  to  the  onltivation  of  moA 
of  the  articles  necessary  te  the  comfort  and  ao- 
oommodation  of  man.  Nevertheless,  from  the 
earliest  settlement  of  the  country  ]iO  this  day, 
the  people  have  devoted  their  time  and  labor  to 
the  onltnre  of  tobacco,  almost  eiotnsively.  It 
was  to  the  sale  of  that  article  they  looked  for 
the  edncation  of  their  children,  the  payment  of 
their  debts,  and  the  pnrdhase  of  many  arttoles 
fW>m  the  people  of  the  west  and  northwest 
section  of  our  conntry,  and  the  pnrohase  of 
various  articlee  of  merohandase  of  foreign  and 
domestic  character.  When  he  mentioned  those 
facta,  it  would  at  ondl  be  seen  what  a  deep  in- 
terest they  take  In  this  question.  This  oircnm- 
Btanoe  urged  him  to  participate  in  this  debate. 
He  feared  he  did  not  poasees  that  elocution  ^call 
it  by  what  name  you  please)  which  was  ctucu- 
lated  to  fix  and  retain  attention.  But,  Bud  h^ 
if  I  had  but  one  pebble  from  a  brook,  I  woold 
nevertheleaa  advance  to  the  discnsrion  of  this 
interttting  qneetion.  Some  gentiemen  suppose 
that  we,  who  are  oppoeed  te  this  bill,  are  op- 
posed to  all '*tariffb;  "  but  it  is  not  so.  Who 
is  there — what  intelligent  dtiien  is  opposed  to 
a  moderate,  Judioiona,  and  constitutional  tarifit 
None;  no,  not  one.  The  constitution  gives  to 
the  Qeneral  Government  great  powers.  It  has 
surrendered  the  puree  of  the  nation  to  Oongrees. 
At  the  moment  of  the  surrender,  the  framera 
of  the  constjtntjon  knew  the  magnitude  of  the 
grant  They  knew  that  man  was  fond  of 
power,  H^zed  it  with  avidity,  and  was  prone  to 
abuse  it  They  knew,  too,  that  in  bad  timea, 
bad  men  might  convert  the  power  of  taxation 
into  levers  by  whioh  to  raise  the  moral  and 
politioal  world  tma  their  proper  placea,  Henoe 
the  framera  of  the  oonsdtntion  threw  around  the 
grant  of  power  to  impose  taxes,  wise  and  salo- 
tary  restrictions,  on  the  observance  of  wtdch, 
every  thing  depended.  Do  you  wish  this  Qot- 
enunent  to  attain  an  enviable  perpetuity !  Do 
you  with  it  to  stand  like  a  rock  in  the  ocean  c^ 
time,  superior  to  the  Storms  of  faction,  and  as- 
saults 01  ambition  t  Regard  those  restrictions. 
Yes,  the  constitution  authorizes  you  to  levy 
direct  taiea — on  the  lands,  bouses,  and  slaves 
of  your  citizens.  But,  sir,  this  is  a  power  too 
delicate  and  dangerous  for  the  Government  to 
exercise  in  this  comitry,  except  in  diffloolt  and 
trying  Umea.  It  can  only  aaf^y  be  exermsed 
in  WW,  or  in  preparing  tor  war.   In  nch  a 
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oontingency,  it  would  be  aoqnieeced  ii  , 
ffnpportod  by  the  people.  The  pride  of  valor, 
and  the  love  of  coontij,  would  uen  sastain  its 
exercise.  The  framera  of  the  constilntioa  knew 
thia,  sad  henc«  they  provided  that  the  General 
Government,  trma  time  to  time,  might  impose 
nioh  doties  on  imported  artidee  as  voola  be 


flofficient  to  snatam  the  Oovemment  1 


the 


debts,  and  defend  tlie  cooDtry.  In  the  imposi- 
tion  of  dodes  on  imported  articles,  70a  may  go 
to  the  utmost  verse  of  those  great  ooostitntional 
limit* ;  beyond,  Uie  groond  is  holy,  and,  for 
onej  I  will  not  occupy  it.  Demonstrate  that 
additional  duties  on  imported  wooUena,  *fco.,  &o., 
are  neceasary  to  sapport  the  Oovemment^  pay 
the  national  debt,  and  defend  the  oonntry ;  and 
if  other  articles  on  which  it  is  more  pmdent  to 
Iqr  them,  oannot  be  fonnd,  then  I  shall  consider 
myself  boond  to  support  tbe  general  Bystem ; 
but  that  is  not  pretended.  The  present  revenne 
is  not  only  sufficient  to  support  tne  Government, 
fortify  the  seaports,  and  increase  the  navy,  bnt 
to  pay  off  the  debt  as  fast  as  it  becomes  dne. 
Sir,  by  the  constitntion,  you  can  impose  duties 
only  for  revenne.  Eismine  the  oonstitaCion, 
line  by  line,  sentence  by  sentence,  and  show,  if 
ycm  can,  a  clause  whld^anthorizes  datias 
imported  articles,  for  porposes  other  than  r 
enne.  In  my  opinion,  anch  grant  of  power 
cannot  be  fonnd.  If  it  had  been  the  intention 
of  the  framers  of  the  constitntion  to  have  an- 
tborized  the  iropo«tion  of  dnties  for  any  other 
purpose  than  revenue,  would  they  have  omitted 
science — that  edenoe  which  contribntea  more 
than  any  Uiing  else  to  the  preservation  of  onr 
free  institutions  f  The  provision  in  the  consti- 
tution which  antltoiizes  Congress  to  secure  for 
a  limited  term  of  yean  to  artists  and  anthora 
the  firdts  of  their  labor,  confirms  me  in  the 
opinions  I  have  expressed.  Why  then  did  they 
omit  to  give  to  Oongress  a  grant  to  effect,  if  in 
their  power,  a  wide  spread  of  soienoe  I  That 
science  whidi  paved  the  way  to  our  independ- 
Mico,  and  secured  our  civil  and  religions  liber- 
ties ; — that  difibsioD  of  knowledge,  that  eipao- 
lAoa  of  liberal  opinion,  which  caused  every  man 
to  eetiinat«  his  own  importance — to  feel  that 
he  was  something,  and  not  a  cipher  on  the 
muster  roll  of  human  beings — that  science 
which  has  proclumed,  and  now  maintains  the 
independence  of  Boath  America ;  and,  at  this 
moment,  is  rusing  the  descendants  of  Leonidas 
and  Solon  from  me  dust,  to  which  tiiey  have 
been  bound  down  for  tiie  last  five  hnndred 
years  by  tlie  iron  hand  of  oppression,  and  is 
again  eihibiting  them  on  the  dasuo  fields  of 
Greece,  in  all  the  port  and  attitude  of  freemen ! 
I  answer,  and  say  it  waanotoneof  thepnrposeB 
for  which  the  feaeral  constitution  was  formed. 
Like  every  thing  else,  the  care  whereof  is  not 
enireeely  delegated  to  the  General  Government, 
it  is  left  to  the  States,  in  other  words,  is  re- 
tained by  them.  I  shall  hereafter  mention 
oilier  things  Just  as  important  as  manofsctnrea. 
irltkit  are  not  named  in  the  oonatitntioD,  and 


of  course  are  beyond  the  otoitrol  of  the  National 

Lwslatnre. 

When  he  saw  great  masses  of  the  oommnni^ 
^nittiDg  the  cultivation  of  the  earth  to  glean  a 
living  on  tlie  seas,  or  within  tiie  walls  of  a 
sickly  mannfactoring  eBtablishment,  his  mind 
was  hurried  into  the  opinion  that  the  earth  was 
burthened  with  a  population  beyond  its  ability 
to  support,  no  matter  how  great  the  labor 
devoted  to  its  cnltivation.  If  this  state  of 
tilings  in  the  occupations  of  men  is  brought 
about  when  the  earth  is  able  to  maintain  them, 
some  writers  have  ima^ned  it  is  prodaced  by 
the  mal-administration  of  the  Government. 
The  cnltivation  of  the  earth  is  the  primitive 
and  favorite  pursnit  of  man. 

If  tliere  be  a  chosen  race  of  men,  may  wa 
not  say  'lis  the  fiumerB,  planters,  and  agricul- 
turists. Among  them  you  rarely  see  the 
shivering  pangs  of  want;  to  them  ambition 
never  yet  turned  in  pursnit  of  fit  materials  for 
civil  strife  and  political  volcanoes.  In  them 
you  behold  the  votaries  of  truth,  and  disciples 
of  liberty,  ever  ready  to  show  that  devotion  to 
the  oonntiy,  which  is  due  to  a  Just  Goverumeitt 
and  wise  system  of  laws.  When  the  popnlatioD 
has  advanced  to  that  point,  that  the  soil  will 
not  maint^  it,  the  eagle  eyed  sagacity  of  the 
citizen  will  open  to  him  the  road  to  such  em- 
ployments as  will  best  maintus  him.  There  will 
be  no  necessity  for  Aie  Government  to  resort 
to  a  hot-bed  system  of  legislation,  to  force  into 
premature  existence,  a  number  of  sickly  mana- 
laoturing  establishments,  that  will  want  oonstaat 
aid  from  the  Government.  When  the  popnla- 
tion  advances  to  that  point,  Government  haa 
only  to  aflbrd  protection  to  alL  Becoro  to 
ever;7  man,  by  an  even-handed  Justice,  the&uita 
of  his  labor,  whether  that  labor  is  devoted  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  earth,  the  navigation  of 
the  seas,  or  the  labors  of  the  loom,  snvil,  or 
hammer.  Need  I  go  further  than  onr  own 
country,  for  a  happy  illnstration  of  the  results 
fiowing  from  a  system  of  Government,  founded 
on  the  mild  and  philosophical  prindple  I  here 
advocate!  Under  their  influence,  we  have, 
from  small  beginnings,  grown  up  into  a  great 
people — worthy  the  respect  of  the  world.  Sir, 
we  must  become  a  great  agricultural,  oommer- 
cial,  and  manufacturing  people.  We  must  be- 
come, I  say,  a  great  a^ooltural  people — we 
have  a  su£Gciency  of  arable  land,  for  the  accom- 
modation of  the  people  of  the  present  day. 
Nay,  more,  for  the  accommodation  of  onr  probar 
'  'epopiilation,  for  five  hundred  years  to  come. 

This  incessant  augmentation  of  duties  on  Im- 
ported articles  to  favor  manufactures,  is  a  dan- 
«rons  procedure.  The  politician  advances  to 
lis  subject  with  great  circumspection,  and  by 
prudent  and  wise  retreat,  be  is  not  only  fr»- 
quentlv  enabled  to  regain  his  ground,  but  so 
beyond  the  triumph  he  at  fiirat  meditated.  I^ 
then,  we  must  be  a  manufacturing  people,  let 
it  be  by  a  slow  process.  Where  do  we  get  onr 
examples  to  follow  I  not  from  Genoa  and  Venioft. 
They  sprung,  as  it  were,  &om  the  aea ;  th«j 
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v«ra  destitDte  (4  torritorj  to  cnltiTBte ;  they 
nwld  not  iftj  M  we  do,  with  refersDce  to  oor 
nQ,  Loetu  mt  »  pbtrAui  umirU.  Jfooettity 
mide  tbem  in«robanta  and  mumfnoturers. 
Eon  long  did  Qreat  Britain  exist  as  a  nation, 
Wore  abe  soared  to  mmvalled  eicoUenoe  in 
commerce  and  manofactnret  t  I  answer,  until 
h«r  popolalitMi  »dTanQ«d  to  that  point  that  the 
Mil  coold  not  waiptain  it;  tbea  her  nuuinfac- 
tnm  and  commerce  fionrished.  The  progr««a 
ve  here  nuulo  i^  indeed,  wonderM.  Be  pa- 
tint;  an  imprortdent  step  might  be  prodno- 


»  moment,  that  which  in 
onntriea  haa  been  more  than  eqnal  to  the  labor 
of  igeat  Gan  jon  abolish  the  woollen,  mo- 
bMM,  and  Iron  trade  at  a  blow,  and "  - 


Lc^datore  tun  been  reproached  with  abrnplng 
beyond  the  age  we  live  in.  A  wiae  leg^alation 
looki  to  the  preaent  moment,  as  well  aa  to  fii- 
tmi^.  Aa  it  lajs  the  fonndaooD  for  bettering 
tlie  emditian  of  Hie  people  of  the  present  daj, 
it  pares  the  way  to  better  the  oondiliou  of  poB- 
Icrity.  If  mannfMtnree  are  neceaaarj  to  oor 
indcpendeoee,  thej- win  grow  nnder  extodng  dr- 

The  tuat0r7  of  the  tariff  in  thii  eonntry  de- 
■erres  aome  notice.  There  have  been  fonr  re- 
Tiiali:  in  ITSQ,  1B16, 1820, 1B24.  These  have 
mvariablj  been  effected  b;  compromise.  To 
break  in  so  frequently  on  the  syatem,  and  ex- 
tend the  dntieB,  prodnoea  Jealoiuj,  diautirfac- 
tion,  end  strife.  It  keepe  tlie  price  of  labor 
wd  pTOMrty  eooatantlj  flnotnating.  It  nn- 
hingea  the  eoDfldeoce  of  the  people  in  yonr 
lawa,  and  it  diaorden  the  eironlatmg  mediam 
of  the  ooBDtiT.  This  Inoeasaat  advance  In  dn- 
tiea  entices  pe^^le  to  embark  in  mannfoctnring 
eatabUshmenta,  with  an  impreimon  that  the 
GoTCnuMat  wiU  snstain  them  at  all  events, 
ud  make  their  labor  prodnotive.  The  oonrHe 
parsned  by  Oongreaa  in  18M  has  led  to  this 
•fibrt  to  increase  the  dotiee.  It  will  be  re- 
BMnbered  that  that  mterprising  State,  now 
the  most  extesuivdr  engaged  In  the  woollen 
Mmmfftnri^  waa  Uien  exposed  to  increased 
'  "  a  on  foreign  woollens.    If  I  am  rightly  in- 


Btat^  I  m  tokL  is  now  at  the  oppo«!t«  point, 
■Dd  tat  greater  uiereaae.  Sir,  jonr  ledsUtaoo 
■adaeea  your  dtlsuu  to  invest  time  and  money 
ia  thoea  cetabUahmente;  and  mdeas  yon  take  a 
irm  ataod,  yon  mnst  end  in  the  Obtnese  system 
-'  'iMOn.  b  18M,  the  vote  of  the  Uaasa- 
a  dd^athm  onoonnwed  a  belief  that  the 
ictares  there,  were  taeo  prosperons ;  the 
ed  dntiea  laid  that  year  sranoed  very 
o  iaveat  their  capital  in  wooflea  mann- 
Many  entered  into  the  bnriness^  no 
doabt,  with  borrowed  osftitaL  Whbt  followed  t 
That  whiefa  was  to  be  apprehended :  cranpeti- 
tioB  waa  mooontered  at  home,  and  from  abroad. 
Iha  profita,  at  first  laige,  are  radooed  and  now 


comes  the  application  for  farther  protection; 
and  no  donb^  in  my  mind,  ft  will  be  oontinned 
ontil  it  works  a  total  ezclnaion.  I  say  total 
ezolorion.  Think  yon  that  yoo  can  constrain 
the  nations  of  the  earth  to  bny  yonr  produce 
ezclnsively  with  money  I  China  has  hereto- 
fore done  HO.  It  is  aaid,  by  a  Ronian  writer, 
that  the  East  India  trade  was  the  golf  Into 
which  flowed  the  wealth  of  the  world,  from 
the  first  dawoinsB  of  civilization  to  his  time ; 


has  increased-^  sdenoe,  arts,  and  morals,  they 
yet  rank  among  the  half-dviliced  nations  of  the 
eartlL  and  we  shall  hardly  take  them  for  onr 
models.  This  system  of  exolnsion  I  can  never 
agree  to ;  a  mntoal  exchange  of  commodities, 
or  free  commerce,  makes  the  most  distant  peo- 
ple friends,  and  converts  the  nniverse  into  a 
oommonity  of  brothers. 


UoBSAT,  March  10. 
7%e  Tatif  Sill—  Wocl  and  Woollen*. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  JSr.  P,  P.  Babbodb  in  the  chur,  on  the 
Tariff  Bill. 

Ur.  WmoHT  said  he  was  a  member  of  the 
0(Bnmittee  which  reported  the  bill  to  the  Hoose. 
He  was  one  of  the  m^ority  of  that  committee 
who  agreed  to  the  bill  in  its  present  shape; 
and  cs^or  oompelled  him  to  admit  the  trath 
of  the  statement  made  by  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  tlie  Committee  on  Manafactnree,  that 
he  was  made  the  organ  of  the  m^ority  of  the 
committee  in  drafting  the  imperfect  report 
which  Bcaompanied  the  bill.  Therefore,  sir, 
(said  Mr.  W.,)  I  am  justly  ohai^eable,  to  a  great 
extent,  with  the  errors,  if  errors  there  are,  In 
that  report  This  addition  to  my  public  dnty 
as  a  member  of  this  Honse,  compels  me  to 
tronble  the  committee  with  the  reasons  which 
brought  me,  and  which  I  believe  brought  a 
m^ority  of  the  Committee  on  Mannfkctnrea,  to 
agree  to  the  bill  now  npon  year  table.  I  am 
not,  however,  preparea  to  detiate  this  bill 
otherwise  than  in  detail,  and  npon  its  several 
providons ;  and  therefore  I  have  withheld  my 
remarks  nntJi  the  amendment  proposed  by  the 
honorable  ohairman  should  become  the  ques- 
tion before  the  committee.  That  I  now  under- 
stand to  be  llie  qaeetiim,  and  to  that  it  shall  be 
my  object  to  direct  my  remarks.  Yet,  rir,  I 
fter  if  I  should  promise  to  be  concise,  I  should 
not  be  able  to  perfbrm  that  promise.  It  will 
be  imposnble  for  me  to  present  my  views  with- 
in as  short  a  time  as  I  could  wish ;  and  I  shsil 
be  compelled  to  make  some  references  to  the 
testimony  taken  before  the  Oommittoe  on  Man- 
n&cturea,  and  to  go  into  statistical  calonlatioos, 
which  inll  be  &j  and  nninteresting  to  the 
committee,  and,  I  fear  scarcely  intelligible  to 
those  who  may  have  the  patience  to  listen.  I 
wUI  endeavor,  however,  to  make  them  as  clear 
and  plain  aa  I  am  able,  and  to  give  the  grounds 
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npon  wUoli  thej  are  made,  so  that  their  ao- 
onraof  maj  be  tested.  And  here,  eir,  it  is  my 
dotj  to  premise  that  it  has  been  my  o^eot,  and 
I  belieye  it  to  hare  been  the  object  of  the  ma- 
Jorit;  of  the  committee,  to  fVame  a  bill  which 
shonld  have  in  view  the  protectioa  of  the  lead- 
ing intereata  of  the  oonntry.  I  have  enpposed 
that  in  all  laws  having  a  reference  to  the  pro- 
tection of  the  domestic  indnstn  of  this  aoan- 
trj,  agriculture  shoold  be  considered  tbo  prom- 
inent and  leading  intorest  This  I  have  oon- 
fddered  the  basis  npon  which  the  other  great 
intereata  rest,  and  to  which  the;  are  to  be  con- 
sidered as  subservient.  Still,  this  ia  not  to  be 
eoDndered  as  entitled  to  protectioD,  eicliudve 
of  the  mannfactnring  loteresL  I  do  not  be- 
lieve that  a  law  which  wonld  be  injoriona  to 
mannfactnrea  would  be  beoeflcial  to  agricnl- 
tnre ;  bnt  I  do  believe  that  protection  to  man- 
Qfactm«s  ahonld  be  given  with  express  refer- 
ence to  the  effect  upon  agricnlture,  and  that  do 
protection  can  be  wise,  or  oonsisteiit  with  the 
policy  of  this  Qovemment,  which  has  not  for 
its  object,  to  add  strength  and  vigor  to  this 
great  and  vital  interest  of  the  conutcr.  The 
eanie  may  be  said  of  the  commercial  mterest, 
ae  it  also  ia  only  antiservient  to  the  great  inter- 
ests of  a^coltnre. 

But,  BIT,  it  will  be  fonnd  difficult,  if  not  im- 
possible, to  draw  a  bill  intended  to  fnniish  gen- 
eral protection  to  the  domestic  industry  of  this 
country,  which  will  not,  in  some  of  its  provi- 
sions, operate  im'arioDBly  npon  some  one  of  the 
interests  conoemed,  and  in  some  sections  of  the 
conntry.  One  leading  principle,  however, 
wMch  operated  npon  mjmind  in  the  forma- 
tion of  the  present  bill,  is  that  it  is  not,  aod 
(»nnot  be  the  poiioy  of  this  Qovemzaent,  or  of 
this  Congress,  to  tarn  the  mannfactnring  cap- 
ital of  this  coontry  to  the  mannfaotore  of  a  raw 
material  of  a  foreign  conntry,  while  we  do  or 
can  prodnoe  the  same  material  ui  saffloient 
qoantitlea  oorselvea. 

This  I  conrader  to  be  a  rule  of  noiversal  ap- 
plication, and  to  extend  ilael^  not  on^  to  the 
same  raw  material,  bat  to  any  which  sb^  be 
equally  valuable,  and  mar  be  snbslitnted  for 
the  raw  material  imported ;  and  I  cannot  sup- 
pose that,  in  le^slating  for  the  protecdon  of 
the  industry  of  the  country,  this  mle  should 
ever  be  lost  sight  oC  If  the  time  should  arrive 
when  there  should  be  a  sor^lus  of  labor  in  tbis 
country,  and  when  the  coltivation  of  our  soil, 
and  the  mannftwtnre  of  its  productions,  should 
not  require  the  employment  of  all  the  labor  of 
the  country,  then  a  different  rule  might  be 
^tpUcflble;  then  it  might  be  sound  policy  to 
encoura^  the  importation  of  foreign  materials, 
that  their  manufacture  might  emploj-  anj  sur- 
plus of  domeetJo  labor.  This  principle  it  is  my 
mtention  to  apnlj  to  the  snbject  (tf  wool  and 
woollens  now  oefore  the  committee.  I  am 
aware  that  the  qnestion  involved  in  that  part 
'  of  the  bill  now  under  conaideratjon,  and  tha 
proposed  amendment,  is  one  of  the  most  intei^ 
eating  and  important  embraced  in  the  whole 


bilL  It  oconpies  mnch  of  the  feeling,  both  of 
the  nanufaoturer  of  wool  and  the  wool  grower. 
It  touches  the  interest  of  both,  and  it  would  be 
very  difficult  even  for  experience  to  aay  what 
would  be  relatively  Jnst  between  the  two  in- 
terests. But,  sir,  if  constant  reference  is  had 
to  the  facta  which  appear  in  the  testimony 
talcen  before  the  Committee  on  Uanufacturee, 
and  to  the  statistical  information  which  they 
have  been  able  to  collect,  something  like  an  ^- 
proach  to  certainty  may  be  attained.  This  ex- 
amination  has  been  taken  with  this  view,  and 
it  is  or  is  not  to  answer  any  valuable  pnipoae^ 
as  this  bill  shall  or  shall  not  be  discussed  witli 
reference  to  the  facts  it  discloses.  With  t^at 
refbrence  it  ah^  be  my  bnuness  to  dfRcnas  tjie 
proposed  amendment,  and  mj  observationa 
shall  be,  as  far  as  possible^  directed  to  thia  («•- 
tjmony  as  the  fonndatJtm  of  the  positiona 
which  I  shall  attempt  to  establish. 

The  first  proposition  in  the  order  of  the  bQl 
and  amendment,  is  the  proposed  dnty  upon 
wool.  This,  by  the  bill  r^orted  bj  the  com- 
mittee, is  fixed  M  a  specific  dnty  of  seven 
centa  upon  every  pound  of  wool,  and  an  in- 
crease of  the  ad  valorem  duty,  now  imposed 
by  law,  of  SO  per  cent,  to  40  per  cant,  vitli 
an  exteoMon  of  that  ad  valorem  duty  to  all 
kinds  of  wooL 

The  amendment  proposes  &t,t  all  wool,  cost- 
ing in  a  foreign  country  8  centa  per  ponnd,  or 
under,  shall  pay  the  present  dnty  of  IS  per 
cent  ad  valorem  only,  and  imposes  a  spectflo 
duty  of  20  cents  per  poond  upon  all  wool  cost- 
ing more  than  8  cents  per  poond  in  a  foreign 
country,  without  reference  to  its  value.  It  will 
be  readily  seen  that  the  proposed  dnty  of  15 
per  cent,  ad  valorem  upon  the  coarse  wools 
oosting  8  c«nta  per  pouno,  and  nnder,  is  merely 
nominal,  and  cannot  answer  to  check  the  im- 
portation of  those  qualities  <tf  wool.  One  of 
the  reasons  asmgned  by  the  honorable  Chair- 
man of  the  Oommittee  on  Uanufactnres  for  pro- 
posing to  encourage  the  importation  of  these 
qualities  of  wool  under  a  nominal  duty,  is  that  the 
same  qualities  of  wool  are  not  produced  in  this 
coontiy ;  that  the  manufactnrere  are  bound  to 
import  them ;  and  that  if  they  are  excluded, 
their  place  cannot  be  supplied  by  our  own  wo(dB. 


the  United  States  n 


f  the 


present  manufaotories.  But  suppose  this  ia  not 
the  case ;  suppose  the  qualities  of  coarse  wools 
imported  are  not,  and  will  not  be  produced  in 
this  conntry:  What  then  t  Is  it  sound  policy 
to  import  tiiem  free  of  duty  I  I  must  fint  an- 
swer another  question  before  I  can  yield  my 
assent  to  this  policy.  Does  this  country  now 
produce  wool  of  auy  quality  sufficient  to  give 
mil  employment  to  ite  manufacturing  capital  ? 
K I  can  answer  this  question  affirmatively,  then 
I  should  cert^nly  answer  the  other  negatively  ; 
for  I  have  already  said,  I  oonstder  the  principle 
perfectly  sound,  that  it  is  not,  and  cannot  be, 
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Ibr  tlw  btenrt  of  this  ocnmtiy,  to  import  a  for- 

XDuterial  tor  die  om  of  her  manofaotoriei, 
I  ft  fbll  Hipplr  of  tha  same  material  of  do- 
BHtieprodiiotion msy  b« obtaiaad. 

I  will  then,  Hr.  Ohainnaa,  endeavor  to  abow 
ttnt  the  United  States  do  now  produce,  and 
win  in  an  ftatnre  time  prodnoe,  ai  mDoli  wool 
a>  w«  htTC  DOW,  or  ahall  bave  cinite]  to  devote 
to  the  mamilactiire  of  thia  arlide ;  and  as  one 
mean  efarriTing  at  this  eondoMon,  I  viU  refer 
to  the  erideooe  taken  before  the  Oommittee  on 
Hnafietnrea,  to  detonnine  the  preieut  state 
(rf  the  wo(d-«rowing  badness  in  this  eonntry, 
nd  to  see  what  the  qiudities  and  now  relatire 
pfices  of  domestio  wools  are. 

^en  Mr.  W.  qooted  from  the  eiidenoe  given 
bifoie  the  Oommittee  on  Ibanfaotares,  the  an- 
fwen  of  Umn.  Qarrow,  Dexter,  Tuffta,  8hep- 
pard,  Plullqia,  «t  at.^ 

TUs,  Vr.  (3uiirman,  doses  the  information 
•«  to  the  Tooi-gTowiiig  bosiness,  which  Is  to 
'  be  derived  from  tlie  temmonj  taken  before  the 
"  attee  on  Uairafutorea.  It  does  not 
a  UDj  eertain  data  traai  which  to  deter- 
e  the  whde  qoantitj  grown  in  the  United 
States,  tint  it  does  show  thst  Oio  defldenojr  is 
found  only  where  most  of  the  mannbetories 
■re  located.  The  witnesses  who  testify  are 
from  widdj  distant  seetioDs  of  the  oonntr;, 
tnd  cadi  (peaks  of  the  sorplns  or  deficioiaj  of 
Us  own  section.  From  eiamining  this  teati- 
iBiMiy,  it  will  be  found  that  the  deflcienoies 
motlj  exist  in  MaaeachaaettB,  where  far  the 
peatMt  anmber  of  mami&otoriea  are  estab- 
fidied,  md  in  Delaware,  where  little  wo<^  is 
grown;  wlule  in  Vermont,  Hew  York,  FenO' 
■ylTsma,  ffliio,  and  the  upper  parts  of  New 
Hampddn^  a  greater  or  lees  sarplns  is  (bond  to 


be  foand,  as  appeal*  by  the  teatim<Hir  of  Ur. 
Didinson,  tliat  when  the  ooarse  wods  <tf  the 
eaaatrr  an  sent  to  our  markets,  thev  are  sent 
tt  a  loM-  tbey  do  not  sell,  while  the  foreign 
HMne  wools  do  sell. 

But,  dr,  I  have  endeavored  to  find  data  from 
vhidi  a  oaknlatioQ  of  wool  grown  in  the  ooon- 
trj  mi^it  be  made,  and  I  have  adopted  the 
mott  ewtain  which  I  have  been  able  to  dis- 
CDTcr.  I  am  free  to  oonfesi  that  this  is  vagne 
md  meertain,  bnt  I  have  searched  for  better 
in  vdn :  it  is  not  wfthin  my  resob,  and  I  do 
not  bcBeve  it  to  be  trithin  that  of  any  man.  I 
have,  however,  made  a  partid  caloolatirai, 
which  I  will  give  to  the  oommittee,  together 
witb  tbe  data  npon  wMoh  it  ia  fonnded.  In 
1B33,  a  eensns  of  the  State  which  I  have  the 
boQor  in  part  to  represeot,  was  taken,  and  by 
Utc  law  mrecting  the  tainng  of  that  oensoB, 
«Rtain  statisticd  information  of  that  Stat«  was 
ilso  directed  to  be  obtained,  by  the  persons  ap- 
pointed to  take  that  census.  Among  the  facts 
duu  obtained,  and  I  cannot  doabt,  correotly 
•litaiaed,  an  enmneration  of  the  staeop  then  in 
lb  8tat«  (rf  New  York  was  taken,  and  it  was 
fannd  to  be  8,406,689.  Since  that  time,  it  is 
eqislly  diffieolt,  if  not  imposdble,  to  tell  with 


oertsint7  the  rates  of  inravase,  and  of  oonse- 
qnenoe,  to  determine  tbe  present  unmber.  I 
have^  however,  supposed  what  may,  and  what 
may  not,  be  tme,  that  the  dz  New  England 
States,  aikd  Hew  Jersey,  Penn^lvania,  Olda 
Ddawire,  and  Maryland,  possessed  an  equal 
nmnber  of  sheep,  in  proportion  to  their  popnla- 
tion,  with  New  York,  in  the  year  189B.  These 
States  tben,  would,  in  1820,  have  possessed  10,- 
818,189  sheep.  I  donbt  whether  the  State  of 
New  York  at  that  time  exceeded  in  its  nnmbw  of 
sheep,  tbe  ratio  of  tbe  other  States  named ;  but 
when,  in  the  odcnlatjon,  the  remdning  States 
oontrary  to  what  is  known  to  be  tme,  are  sup- 
posed to  possess  no  sheep  at  dl,  this  allowanoe 
mnst  surely  be  sntBdently  large  to  oover  any 
excess,  if  any  existed,  in  the  ratio  of  New 
York ;  and  the  cdcolation  most  be  safe  against 
the  danger  of  prodooing  too  large  a  reenlL 
The  wbde  nomDer  c^  shoep,  then,  in  1S9G,  in 
the  United  BUtes,  would  be  18,800,676. 

As  tbe  only  rnle  npon  which  the  increase, 
since  that  time,  can  be  odoolated  with  any 
safety,  I  have  taken  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Sctaenok,  to  which  1  have  before  referred.  By 
the  census  of  New  York,  to  which  I  have  Jost 
referred,  it  will  be  foond  that  there  were  ii^the 
county  of  Bntchess,  in  that  State,  tbe  county  . 
in  which  Mr.  Scbenck  resides,  in  1826,  1T4,010 
sheep.  Mr.  Schenck  now  testifies  that  there 
are  according  to  the  beat  information  he  has 
been  able  to  obtain,  in  that  county,  at  this 
time,  800,000  sheep,  making  on  Increase,  unce 
182£,  of  something  more  than  TO  per  cent. 
That  ooonty  is  a  wedth^  and  extenaivdy 
agrionltnral  county,  and  it  u  sorronnded  wiui 
Mken  equally  so,  in  proportitKi  to  their  popn- 
lation;  and  I  know  not  why  the  rate  of  in- 
crease of  sheep  in  this  oonnty  since  1836, 
shoold  not  be  good  evidence  of  tbe  rate  of  in- 
crease  in  the  neighboring  oonnties,  and,  indeed, 
in  the  whole  State.  I  therefore  assame  that 
the  increase  of  this  kind  of  property  in  New 
York  has  been  10  per  cent,  since  tbe  taking  of 
the  enumeration  oi  them  in  1836.  By  the  same 
census,  the  number  of  yards  of  doth  mann- 
botnred  in  the  domestic  way,  and  not  induding 
that  maoofiiotDred  in  the  mannfaoturing  eetab- 
Ushments,  together  witb  the  variona  description^ 
so  nannftoiured,  was  sscertdned.    Determln- 

3,  then,  aaneaHyasI  can,  flvrn  the  testimony 
en  before  the  Committee  on  Uauu&ctures, 
the  quantity  of  wool  wbloh  would  be  consumed 
to  make  the  doth  manufkctured  in  the  domestio 
way  in  that  State,  I  find  that  New  York  done 
woold,  in  1836,  have  afforded  two  millions 
and,  perhaps,  two  and  a  half  millions  pounds  of 
wool,  for  the  use  of  the  manufactories  of  the 
country,  beyond  what  was  required  for  the 
domestic  or  family  consumption.  But  New 
York  then  possessed  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
whole  number  of  sheep,  according  to  the  calcu- 
lation I  have  made ;  and  if  the  other  States, 
named  as  wool-growing  States,  did,  at  that 
lime,  furnish  oa  large  a  sarplns,  over  and  above 
the  wool  mannfaotured  in  the  domestio  way, 
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Tvif  BOI—WqoI  and  WooBau. 


In  proportion  to  tiieir  respeotive  popolatioiu, 
as  did  New  York,  how  would  this  whole  aor- 
plns,  appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  msnnfao- 

toriM,  compare  with  the  qnantit;  they  require  t 
The  whole  amonnt  of  woollen  gooda  con- 
mimed  In  thia  countrr'  U  varionBl/  eatimated, 
at  from  fifty  to  rirtj  milUonH  of  dollars  in  Tslne. 
One  of  the  witnesses,  and  the  only  one,  I  think, 
who  inskee  an  estimst«  npon  it,  puta  the  valne 
at  fifty  millionB.  The  honorable  chairman 
(Ur.  Mallabt)  bbjh,  he  has  seen  an  estimate 
at  siitr-two  millions.  Bappose  sixty  millions 
to  be  we  correct  amonnt  consumed.  Of  these, 
near  ten  millions,  or  between  eight  and  ten 
milliona,  are  imported;  leaving  not  tar  from 
fifty  millions  to  be,  and  which  now  are,  mann- 
footnred  in  the  country.  What  value  of  wool, 
then,  ia  required  to  make  this  valne  of  goods! 
By  the  testimony  it  will  be  seen  that  the  value 
of  the  wool,  as  a  ^neral  mle  for  thia  oonntry, 
at  present  prioes,  is  about  one-half  the  valne  of 
the  cloth  it  makes.  The  valne  of  the  wool, 
then,  to  make  fifty  milliona  of  dollars  worth  of 
cloths,  will  be  twenty-five  millions  of  dollars. 
The  wool  produced  in  the  country,  according 
to  the  data  and  principles  of  oalcnlati<ni  I  have 
beftjfe  asnuned,  will  stand  as  follows : 

In  ISSS,  the  nmnbsr  of  sheep  above 
given, 18,809,918 

Add  To  per  cent,  upon  this  nnmber 
for  tbe  locTCue  np  to  tha  present 
time,  as  obtained  from  the  testi- 
tnoiiy  as  to  Sulehew  coonty.  New 
York, a,BS6,'r'74 

And  the  irbole  nmnber  of  sheep  wHl 

now  be,  .        .        -        .         SS,4Te,4JSS 

Mnltiply  this  whole  number  of  sheep  by 
two  and  one-half^  the  pounds  of  wool  which 
each  sheep,  as  appears  hj  the  testimony,  will 
yield  annnally,  and  the  whole  quantity  of  wool 
grown  in  the  United  States,  at  the  present 
time,  will  be  6&691,1S0  pounds. 

I  admit,  sir,  that  all  CBlonlatlons  of  this  kind 
are  uncertain,  and  sul^ect  to  considerable 
errors ;  but  when  it  is  remembered  th^  this  is 
made  without  any  allowanoe  for  the  sheep 
raised  In  the  States  sonth  and  west  of  those 
before  named,  of  which  there  are  known  to  be 
considerable  numbers,  and  when  it  is  proved  by 
the  testimony  that  many  of  tiie  farmers  have 
now  on  hand  and  unsold  the  shearings  of  from 
one  to  four  years,  I  oaonot  donbt  that  thia  oal- 
otdation  is  snfficiently  smaU,  and  that  the  an- 
nual growth  of  wotd  in  the  United  Btatee,  and 
the  surplus  now  In  the  ootmtry  unsold,  mnrt 
swell  the  value  of  the  domeetio  wool  at  least 
to  reach  the  present  oonsomption. 

As  corroboratiiig  this  estm[iate,  I  ask  leave, 
mr,  to  refbr  to  one  of  the  memorials  upon  this 
subject,  which  has  been  printed  and  laid  npon 
our  tables  since  this  hill  was  reported  to  the 
House.  This  memorial  oomes  from  a  oonnty 
of  my  own  State,  (OtMgo.)  second  to  few,  and 
perh^  to  none  In  it,  in  the  extent  and  impor- 
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tance  of  ita  agrieultnra]  and  manufacturing  pnr- 
suits;  and  its  language  is  M  fbllows : 

"The  present  nnmber  of  sheep  in  the  United 

States  cannot  be  le«i  than  20,000,000,  and  a  ateady 

market  for  wool  would  ensure  their  being  double 

In  Dumber  in  three  years.    There  Is  at  (his  moment 

band,  kwiidog  a  fkvorable  market,  at   least 


June  next,  70,000,000  lbs. ;  which  iriH  be  more  tli 
«  Mpidy  of  the  raw  maleriaL" 

This,  Ur.  Ohurman,  strongly  confirms  me  in 
the  ooTTectoesB  of  my  own  estjmatos;  and  if 
either  be  sabstantdally  correct  in  its  results,  the 
country  does  produce  wool  enough  for  the  doth 
she  m^es ;  and  if  enough  for  present  demand 
is  produced,  no  one  can  doubt  the  ability  to  ex- 
tend the  growing  of  wool  even  more  rapidlj 
than  the  manufactories  can  be  increased  bj  tlie 
present  coital  seeking  that  investment 

But,  notwithstanding  these  evidences  that 
the  United  Btatee  do  produce  a  fhll  supply  of 
domestio  wool,  large  qoautitiea  of  forugn  Wq|L 
are  annually  imported;  and  one  evidence  t^^ 
those  importations  do  oonfiiot  with  the  do- 
mestic wool,  is  ftamished  in  the  fiiat,  that  very 
little  or  no  coarse  common  domestio  wool  u 
purchased  by  the  factories  on  the  aeaboard, 
where  the  coarse  imported  wools  are  readily 
obt^ed.  The  evidence  of  the  importations  is 
famished  in  the  Szeoutive  reports  of  the  im- 
portations into  the  United  Btatee  for  the  several 
years,  by  reforenoe  to  which  it  will  be  seen 
that  the  value  of  these  importations  of  wool, 
fhnn  18SS  to  this  time,  have  varied  tnaa.  about 
$800,000  to  about  $650,000  annually. 

This  votA  mnst  oonfliot  with  the  wool  of  the 
oonnbT,  if  ft  be  true  that  the  coontry  prodnoea 
a  anpply ;  and  it  must  affect  the  pnoe  far  be- 
ytmd  ita  proportionable  value,  inasmuch  as  a 
surplus  in  the  market,  however  small,  dnks  the 
price  of  the  whole  commodity.  This  wool  also 
oonfiicte  with  the  domeedo,  by  supplying  the 
very  same  market  which  the  domestic  wool 
ou^t  to  supply.  This  most  be  true,  unices 
there  are  quahtiee  imported  answering  a  difiTer- 
«st  porpose  from  that  to  which  any  domestio 
wool  can  be  ^)plied.  But,  sir,  as  I  have  before 
said,  the  mannuctories  upon  the  seaboard  aee 
none  of  the  coarse  domestio  wools  of  the  cons- 
try  ;  while  thoee  in  the  interior  do  use  theoe 
coarse  wools  for  tbe  same  purpoees  fbr  which 
the  others  use  the  imported  coarw  wools.  For 
proof  of  thia,  I  refer  to  the  teetimony  agdn. 

[Here  Mr.  W.  agtin  made  la^e  quotations 
from  the  evidence  taken  before  the  Oommittee 
on  Manufaoturee.! 

I  am  aware,  hu-.  Ohairman,  that  this  lefer- 
enoe  to  the  toetimony  is  tedious  and  irksome  to 
the  committee;  but,  sir,  I  cannot  discharge 
what  I  beUeve  to  be  my  duty,  without  making 
it.  I  wish  to  examine  the  biU  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  the  amendment  offered  bv  the 
honorable  chairman,  (Hr.  Mallart,)  with  ex- 
press reference  to  it,  and  to  the  facta  elicited  by 
It.    And  taking  the  references  I  have  Just  made, 
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I  isk  where  U  the  eTidenoe  of  the  wAnt  of  |  with  the  different  qtuUtie&  of  wools ;  but  I  am 


Arejgn  oosrae  woolt  How  msDy  of  the  fao- 
toriM  BDoken  of  hj  thew  witnesaea  porduue 
■D7  of  tli«  ooarw  domeetio  wo<da  t  Hr.  Dexter 
■td  Mr.  DtekinMm  are  in  the  interior,  and  th«7 
BM  entirely  domestic  wools  of  dl  qiialitie& 
Kearij  all  Uie  witneesea  are  employed  ia  mafeinB 
ilne  dotha,  rither  broadcloths  or  caaaimerei,  and 
of  the  same  deacriptions.  Nearly  all  use  the 
itio  wools,  irat  moat  of  them  use  the  for- 
B  wools  for  listings,  headings,  and  the 
e  for  which  the  domeatic  coarse  wools 
wiU  answer  an  equally  Talnable  purpose,  as  ii 
dMnm  hy  the  fac^  that  the  fiuttonea  in  the  in- 
tarior  do  make  that  use  of  it.  Bnt  aome  of  the 
witneaaea,  difierentlj  ritoated,  swear  express); 
that  they  do  not  purchase  it,  and  others,  that 
tbcy  do  not  know  its  market  price,  which  is 
eqnally  evidence  that  it  ia  not  nsed  in  their  fac- 
toriea.  Others  testify  expressly  to  the  use  of 
Qm  (ormgn  eoarsa  wools  instead  of  the  do- 
lt has  been  said,  that  for  the  maniifkctnre  of 
cBpets,  diuneetio  wool  cannot  be  nsed ;  that 
the  price  will  be  so  hi^^  as  to  render  it  impos- 
Ale  to  make  the  fsbno  at  a  reasonable  vune. 
ftom  an  examination  of  the  testimony,  does  it 
ippear  that  the  forei^  imported  coarse  wools 
vemaleTiaUy  lowerin  price  than  the  doroesticT 
WiU  it  not  be  found  that  domestic  wools  will 
be  obtuned  in  the  course  of  mannEactnre  as 
eb«q»  as  the  foreign  wools  here  mentioned  t  I 
beHere,  sir,  I  sh^  be  able  to  show  that  they 
may  be  so  obtained,  that  th^  moat  be  fit  for 
carpelJnRi,  and  that  their  prices  will  not  be 
Id^er  than  Qie  ayerage  piicea  of  the  foreign 
wiMla. 

Another  and  prindpal  reason  which  indnced 
nw^  and  -rtdcb  1  think  inflnenced  the  m^ority 
at  the  eommiltee  to  believe  it  necessary  to 
ebaa:^  and  increase  the  dnty  upon  the  ooarse 
impcNrted  wools,  is  the  confirmed  opinion  Utat 
maoy  of  theae  imputations  are  made  in  sTaaion 
of  the  qiiiit  of  the  existittg  laws,  and  that,  by  this 
me«na,  qnalttieB  <^  wool  are  actoally  imported, 
invDicM  at  ten  cents  per  ponnd,  which  conflict 
with  wo<da  <rf  an  entirely  enperior  qnality. 

[For  the  evidence  npoo  which  this  opinion  is 
fbonded,  Mr.  W.  agmn  referred  to  the  printed 
teatfanooy.] 

Hsi«  we  have  the  evidence  of  the  witness, 
dMt  the  largest  juaiUilia  of  the  wool  im- 
parted m  ot  these  coarse  qualities,  and  in- 
raced  at  and  below  ten  cents  per  pound.  Of 
the  samples  of  wool  here  spoken  of,  and  which 
were  frankly  and  oeneroosly  prepared  for  the 
pupoae^  and  exhibited  to  the  committee  by 
the  H«v  Mr.  Tofits,  I  confess,  Mr.  Ofaurman^ 
no  Jndgment  can  be  Ibrmed  except  from  actaal 
tMpeetion  and  examination.  I  have  examined 
IMB.  They  have  been  and  I  bdieve  now  are 
h  tita  roam  of  the  Committee  cm  Uannfactnree, 
where  I  hope  many  others  have,  or  will  ex- 
^BBs  them.  I  may  be  entirely  mistak^i  in 
the  Jodgment  I  have  formed,  and  I  oertdaly 
an  not  acquainted,  to  any  oonsiderahle  extent, 


perfectly  satdsfled  for  myself  that  at  least  two 
of  these  samples  of  wool  are  fdlly  eqoal  for  all 
purposes  o{  use,  to  mnoh  t>S  the  native  wo<^  of 
the  country.  Some  of  them  have  evidMilly  not 
been  deaiued  at  all ;  bnt,  npon  being  deanaed 
and  assorted,  I  cannot  dcmbt  that  a  large  share 
of  one  of  these  aamplee  of  wool  would  be  found 
fit  to  go  Into  the  manufaotm^  of  middling 
quality  cloths.  This,  then,  compels  me  to  con- 
clude that  wools  of  these  qualities,  at  least^ 
mnst  conflict  with  the  coarse  wools  grown  in 
this  country.  I  may  have  misjudged  aa  to  the 
qnality  of  these  samples  of  wool ;  Irat,  under  my 
present  impreaaionB,  the  ocmolosioa  is  irreusti- 
ble. 

But,  sir,  the  diflbrenoe  in  quality  of  tbe 
for«gn  wool  introduced  into  the  country  by 
this  change,  in  the  course  of  importationj  is 
worthy  of  notice,    Tbe  quantity  of  wool  im- 

Krted  into  this  conntiT  in  1B22  and  1823, 1 
ve  before  given,  and  I  will  repeat  them  and 
compare  those  qualities  with  the  nmnber  of 
pounds  imported  in  ISiS,  1826,  and  1827,  sup- 
posing that  costing  more  than  10  cents  per 
pound  to  average  50  cents  per  pound,  and  that 
costing  10  cents  and  under  per  pound,  to  aver- 
age 7  cents  per  pound.  These  BTeragea  will 
at  least  be  proportionably  correct,  for  taa  years 
to  which  they  apply,  and  cannot,  I  presume,  be 
considered  far  from  correct  in  the  oomparison 
with  former  years,  when  it  shall  be  seen  that 
some  of  the  coarse  wool  sells  in  our  markets^ 
after  paying  duty  and  ohargea,  aa  low  as  0 
cents,  and  that  very  littie  of  the  fine  sells  at  a 
less  price  than  SO  cents  per  pound. 

Bnt  the  honorable  chairman  (Mi.  Uallabt) 
sBeges  that  most  of  the  domestic  wool  is  of 
finer  qnality  than  the  native  wool  of  the  coim- 
try ;  tnat  uie  present  flocks  of  sheep  are  mosUy 
of  mixed  or  lull  bloods,  and  that  littie  of  the 
ooarse  wool  is  raised.  He,  sir,  is  a  practical 
wool  grower,  and  should  be  better  aoqn^ted 
with  Uiese  facts  Oian  myself;  and  I  am  free  to 
admit  that  it  must  be  the  interest  oi  the  wool- 
^wer  to  make  Us  flock  as  good  as  he  can :  to 
miprore  the  quality  of  hia  wool  ontal  it  reaches 
the  finest  point  But  is  this  the  state  of  the 
fiooks  at  present  in  this  country  t  So  fir  as 
my  knowledge  extends,  it  is  not  The  fiooka 
are  not  now  Merino  or  Baxony.  At  least,  sir, 
they  are  not  in  the  district  which  I  represent 
Bir,  the  great  body  of  the  farmers  of  my  dis- 
trict are  men  of  small  estates.  The  capital  re- 
3uired  to  purchase  flocks  of  these  sheep,  they 
o  not— they  cannot  poeseas.  The  only  means 
they  have  to  attain  them  is  by  ingrafting  them 
upon  their  present  common  stock ;  by  croedng 
them  with  the  breeds  of  common  ^le^  and 
improving  the  quality  of  their  wool  in  that 
manner.  These  are  tbe  reasons  which  have 
operated  upon  my  mind  to  indnce  me  to  wish 
to  extend  strong  encouragement  to  the  oomnum 
flocks  and  common  wool.  But,  sir,  destroy  the 
flocks  of  common  sheep,  and  what  will  h 
"    One  of  the  1  ■" 
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eweredthe  qneiUon:  "those  who  have  small 
Books  will  not  keep  them ; "  the  business  of 
WOol-ffTOwiug  mast  go  into  the  hands  of  the 
capitaUst.  Protect  oi3j  the  Merino,  and  other 
fine  wools,  and  the  moderate  farmer  will  be 
«ictaded  from  the  benefit.  Sxt«nd  jour  pTO> 
tection  to  the  ordinary  farmers  of  the  countr; ; 
let  them  b«  thorooghlj  protected,  and  joai 
flocks  will  become  again  flonrishing  and  nn- 
merous ;  they  will  be  improTed  in  kind  and 
qnalitf  as  vrai  as  in  nombers.  ' 

Bnt  it  has  been  aud  the  demand  for  theae 
ooarse  wools  cannot  be  sapplied  by  the  native 
wools  of  the  coimtiT.  Is  this  sot  To  answer 
this  question  I  onlj  ask  a  general  reference 
again  ta  the  testimonj.  The  foreign  coarse 
wools  now  sell  in  our  markets  at  &om  10  to  16 
cents  per  pound,  generally,  tliongh  some  of  it 
sells  as  low  as  6  cents  per  ponnd.  This  is  es- 
tablished by  the  testimonj  of  Ur.  Tnfits,  to 
which  I  have  before  referrod,  preaenling  sam- 
ples of  imported  wool,  now  sellmg  in  the  Bos- 
ton market  at  from  6  to  14  cents  per  ponnd, 
and  tgtia  saying,  "  the  largest  quantity  im- 
ported sells  from  10  to  IS  cents  per  ponnd  in 
Boston ; "  bj  the  testimony  of  Ifr.  8chenck, 
sajing,  "  the  average  cost  of  the  Bnenos  Ayres 
wool  was  from  8  to  12  cents  per  ptmnd,  ac- 
cording to  my  best  recollection ;  "  and  by  the 
testimony  of  j£r.  Brown,  saying,  "  coarse  and 
fine  wools  are  imported  principally.  The 
coarse  wools  are  worth  from  10  to  15  cents." 

I  have  already  examined  Gxe  testimony  with 
referenoe  to  the  demand  for  this  native  wool ; 
and  the  result  has  been  foond  to  be,  that  very 
few  of  the  factories  spoken  of  by  tlie  witneaaes 
use  it  at  all,  and  the  others  nse  but  a  very  small 
share  of  it.  Little  demand,  therefore,  exists  for 
it  in  onr  markets,  althongh  the  foreign  coarse 
wools  sell  readily.  The  only  reason  asuKned 
for  tliis  is,  that  the  coarae  domestic  wools  Etear 
so  high  a  price  as  not  to  warrant  their  par- 
ohase  by  the  manufacturer.  If  this  objection 
baa  not  been  already  obviated  by  abowiDg  the 
relative  prices  of  these  coarse  wools,  and  the 
different  conditdona,  as  to  cleanliness,  in  which 
they  are  foond  in  the  market,  there  is  still 
another  consideration,  which,  to  my  mind,  folly 
answers  the  difficnlty.  These  domestjc  wools 
are  to  be  assorted  for  mannfactare ;  and  what 
llien  will  be  the  relative  (jnantity  and  valoe  of 
the  several  parcels  or  qnahties  thns  prodnc»l! 

What  remedy,  then,  does  the  amendment, 
proposed  by  the  honorable  chairman,  provide 
against  the  importation  of  these  ooarse  wools? 
It  proposes  to  alter  the  valuation  at  which  thoy 
ahall  be  admitted  from  10  to  8  cents.  Beyond 
that  it  proposes  no  remedy.  At  and  onder  6 
cents  per  ponnd  they  are  still  to  be  admitted  at 
Ihe  nominal  duty  of  16  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Let  me  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  this  proposition 
of  the  honorable  chairman  does  not  fall  nnder 
the  condemnation  of  his  own  argument  in  rela- 
tion to  another  branch  of  this  subject?  We 
have  been  told  by  him,  and  we  have  been  told 
by  All  the  vitaeuae,  that  the  present  manner  of 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 

Tar^  BiU—Wool  md  Woallimt. 


[Habch,  1828. 

levying  the  duty  upon  woollen  goods  is  defec- 
tive; that  an  ad  valorem  duty  opon  thee» 
goods  can  never  fhrnish  adequate  protection ; 
that  the  diflSonlty  of  correctly  dislingaisfaing 
the  trne  qnality,  and  consequently  the  tme 
valne  <^  cloths,  is  insnimonntable ;  that  false 
invoice  are  and  will  be  made;  that  the  qoali- 
ties  of  goods  will  be  disguised,  and,  that,  under 
such  a  law,  they  will  not  pay  their  jost  rat«B 
of  duty.  This  reasoning,  sir,  bad  a  convincing 
effect  upon  my  mind.  It  had  npon  tlie  minds 
of  the  committee,  as  the  bill  they  have  reported 
will  show.  Bnt  if  the  doctrine  is  tme  as  to 
woollens,  ia  it  not  equally  tme  as  to  woolt 
May  not  the  quality  of  the  one  be  as  eafflly  as- 
certained as  that  of  the  other  t  Will  the  hon- 
orable clwrman  pretend  that  the  appraiser  can 
distinrnish  tbe  difference  in  qnality  between  a 
pouna  of  wool,  the  trae  cost  of  which,  in  a  for- 
eign market,  has  been  or  should  be,  6  or  10 
cents,  so  as  to  determine  whether  it  shonld  or 
should  not  lie  admitted  under  the  nominal  daty  T 
Will  be  pretend  tliat  two  cents  in  tbe  foreign 
valne  of  a  ponnd  of  wool,  fumiah  a  more  ob- 
vious distinction  in  the  quality  of  the  wool, 
than  usually  exists  between  pieces  of  cloth  of 
different  qualities?  Ha  will  probably  answer 
me  that  any  frauds  which  may  be  practised 
nnder  this  provision  are  too  tnfling  to  be  tha 
subjects  of  serious  apprehension.  In  this  opin- 
ion I  would  readily  agree  with  bim,  if  they  re- 
lated to  the  importation  of  an  article  which  tlte 
country  does  not  produce.  But  I  believe  the 
fact  to  h^  otherwise ;  and  if  it  be  so,  I  am 
bonnd  to  suppose  this  difference  of  valaatitHi 
will  be  of  no  utility.  If  the  reasoning  in  relai- 
tion  to  the  frauds  he  sound  as  to  the  clottu^  it 
must  also  be  sound  as  to  the  wool,  and  the  al- 
teration requiut«  to  guard  against  tliem  is  not 
produced  by  the  change  of  valuation  from  10 
to  8  cents.  No  remedy  can  be  effected  bnt  a 
specific  duty  npon  each  pound  of  this  wooL 
Any  reasonable  increase  of  tbe  ad  valorem  duty- 
npon  an  article  of  ao  small  a  value  cannot  op- 
as  a  sufficient  guard,  without  being  en- 


possibility  of  distingnisbing  accurately  the  qual- 
ities of  these  wools,  in  the  state  they  now  are 
and  will  l>e  imported,  is  not  obviated  by  any 
ad  valorem  increase,  and  snch  a  provision  iu 
relation  to  them  would  be  left  subject  to  all  the 
objections  made  aganist  it  when  applied  to 
cloths.  I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  tliese 
frauds  do,  to  some  extent,  now  exist.  Indeed, 
the  honorable  chairman  admist  their  existonoQ 
in  some  de^^e. 

But,  ur,  I  have  done  witli  the  sntject  of  the 
bill  and  amendment,  ao  far  as  they  ^at«  to 
tbe  raw  wool,  and  now  pass  to  the  woolleo 
cloths,  and  to  a  comparison  of  the  bill  reported 
by  the  committee  with  the  present  law,  and 
also  with  the  proposed  amendinent,  as  they  re- 
late to  the  duty  upon  the  manufactnred  fabrics. 
And  here,  Ur.  Onairman,  it  beoomes  my  dntjr 


awiyp 


to  remark,  that,  at  an  early  period  of  the  labors 
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of  (bB  Committee  od  ICuinfaatDrM,  I  foand  I 
could  not  act  with  eertainty  apcn  One  eabject, 
widi  Um  infotnutioa  then  poeaeaeed.  I  csoold 
not  obtaia  the  means  of  detenniniog  vhat  pro- 
ledjon  the  miuinfactarea  reqmred,  and  there- 
five  it  waa  that  I  wished  for  an  oxamination  of 
vitnEBM  before  the  oonunittee.  The  power 
was  granted  b;  the  Honae,  and  the  committee 
ItwK  eumiaed  the  mannfaiftnrerg  themselvee. 
It  iball  DOW  bo  mj  object  to  ascertajn  what 
Acts  hare  been  ostabliBhed,  by  the  testimony 
•0  taken,  which  will  enable  us  to  arrive,  with 
aome  degree  of  oertainty,  at  the  jnst  measure  of 
ttiis  prMection.  And  here,  air,  I  can  only 
pcomiae  the  oommittee  that  my  refereDoe  to  tbe 
trideoce  shall  not  be  ae  tedious  as  those  I  have 
inmerly  made.  The  testimony  npon  the  points 
to  whidi  I  shall  now  ask  the  attention  of  the 
ecmmittee,  is  mnch  more  precise  and  satiafao- 
twy,  than  npon  maay  other  po«tions  before 
taken. 

I  then  asoma,  as  a  fact  well  settled  by  the 
•rideace,  that  the  cost  of  the  wool,  and  the 
cost  of  mannfaetoriDg  into  cloth  ready  for  the 
matkM,  as  a  general  role  in  this  coontry,  at  the 
preaeat  pricee  of  wool,  are  aboot  equal ;  or.  in 
other  words,  that  the  cost  of  the  raw  wool  in 
the  United  States,  is  aboat  one-half  the  cost  of 
Ifae  cloth  it  makes. 

j^BTe  Ur.  W.  again  mode  eitracta  from  the 
puted  testimony  taken  before  the  committee.] 

This,  Mr.  Chairman,  closes  the  testimony  as 
to  this  proposition,  and  npoD  which  point  every 
witMB,  wiioee  knowledge  of  prac^cal  mann- 
bcbmof  has  enabled  him  to  answer  the  qaes- 
ti«n,  has  pven  the  same  answer  very  nearly. 
I  ther«Am  eonmder  the  propoBition  as  folly  and 
inoODtroratiblT  established  br  the  proof.  It 
will  be  (bond,  however,  that  while  this  poution 
is  tnie  as  a  general  rnle,  there  will  be  variations 
in  it  according  to  the  different  qualities  of  the 
ciMh  made.  The  cost  of  manufsctnring  the 
faer  qnalitiea,  wUl  be  less  than  the  cost  of  tbe 
Tool,  and  this  cost  of  the  mannfactnring  the 
nane  qnalitiea,  will  be  greater  than  the  cost 
tif  the  wool,  while  at  some  of  the  intermediate 
quIi&H,  an  almost  exact  equality  will  exist. 

In  kits  of  wool  costing  not  more  than  TG  cents 
per  ponnd,  those  variations  will  balance  each 
other  and  fonn  aa  average  equality  between  the 
OMt  of  the  wool  and  the  cost  of  manniaotoring, 
in  any  given  quantity  of  wool. 

Tlut  the  next  prindple  which  I  consider  as 
wtiMished  by  the  testimony  is,  that  any  given 
parcel  of  wool  can  be  mannliwtnred  into  cloth 
■  cheap  in  tbe  TTDited  Slates  as  it  can  in  Eng- 
bad,  or,  in  otiier  words,  that  the  difibrenoe  be- 
taeen  the  (»at  of  woollen  eloths  in. the  United 
State*  and  in  V.ngl*iiA^  is  the  difference  in  the 
edit  at  wooL,  the  eipense  of  mannfactoring  be- 
iog  the  same  in  both  coontriee. 

Tor  the  proof  of  this  pontion,  Ur.  W.  re- 
tned  to  the  testimony  of  the  follovri^  wit- 
Mmi: — Measrs.  Shepherd,  Marland,  loong, 
Toleott,  Cl^p,  Damnt,  and  Peirce. 

Hm,  again,  Mr.  Obairmao,  there  is  an  entire 
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agreement  among  all  the  wibiesses,  who  are 
able  to  answer  uie  interrogatory  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  relation  to  the  position  I  have  taken, 
and  their  answers  ell  go  to  establish  its  cor- 

I  next  assnme  it  to  be  proved  by  the  evidence 
taken,  that  tbe  cost  of  wool  in  uiis  coontry  is 

f greater  than  the  cost  of  the  same  wool  in  'Kd%- 
and  by  from  50  to  80  per  cent  upon  the  Eng- 
lish cost ;  or,  in  other  words,  wool  of  the  same 
quality  costs  from  one-third  to  foor-fifths  more 
in  the  United  Btates  than  it  does  in  England. 

Here,  again,  sir,  I  most  tax  the  committee 
with  a  iwerenoe  to  the  swearing  of  the  wit- 
nesses, and  I  can  only  cheer  them  with  the 
assuiunce  that  it  is  the  last  which  I  propose  to 


before  the  committee  u^on  the  sntfject  of  wool 
and  woollens,  and  I  will  give  the  answers  of 
such  of  them  as  were  able  to  ^ve  definite  an- 

Qoestion. — Do  you  know  the  diSbrenoe  in 

the  price  of  wool  of  the  same  quality  in  tha 
British  and  in  the  American  marketat 

[Answered  by  eight  witnesses,] 

These  answers  give  as  the  extremes  of  differ- 
ence in  the  price  of  wool  in  the  two  coontrie^ 
60  and  80  per  cent,  npon  the  English  price ; 
and  one  witness  says,  "  this  (CO  per  cent.)  is  the 
lowest  price  at  which  it  can  be  sold  to  cover  all 
expenses ;  thus  plunly  giving  us  to  understand, 
that  this  will  cover  all  expenses,  and  leavinjg 
the  equally  plain  inference  that  any  further  aa- 
vance  is  the  importer's  profit,  whatever  that 
advance  may  b«.  In  oorrobor^on  of  this  idea, 
also,  the  witness,  Mr.  Poor,  is  asked — "  Is  im- 
porting wool  a  profitable  business,  and  do  the 
miporters  find  ready  sales  for  it  %  "  And  his 
answer  is :  "It  has  l>een  a  profitable  business 
for  some  time  past,  say  at  least  for  1837 ;  but 
it  is  attended  with  uncertainty,  like  otlter  mer- 
cantile pursuits.  Dnring  the  past  year  tba 
sales  have  been  very  ready :  we  have  sold,  as 
anctioneera,  about  860,000  lbs.  of  foreign  wool 
and  about  108,000  lbs.  of  domestio  wool." 
Yet,  sir,  as  the  witnesses  do  not  exactly  wee 
as  to  this  difference  in  tbe  prices  of  woolbe- 
tween  England  and  this  country,  and  as  I  wish 
to  put  this  subject  upon  at  least  a  safe  footing 
for  the  American  manufacturer,  I  have  assumed 
the  medimn  betwocn  these  two  extremes  of  SO 
and  80  per  cent  to  be  the  correct  difference 
between  the  price  of  wool  in  the  two  oonn- 
tries,  and  shall  make  my  estimate*  upon  a  sap- 
posed  difference  in  the  cost  of  wool  in  fkvor 
of  England,  of  6S  per  cent,  which  Is  tliat 
medium. 

What,  then,  are  the  present  and  the  proposed 
duties  t  The  present  duties  upon  these  goods, 
as  will  be  seen  by  the  amount  of  importations 
just  given,  is  SE  and  SSi  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Tbe  bill  reported  proposes  a  change  in  the 
manner  of  levying  the  duties  from  an  ad  vah- 
rmn  to  a  specific  form,  by  adopting  tbe  mini- 
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mom  principle,  as  it  u  called,  and  tfaoa  recom' 
meoAa  an  increaae  of  the  present  rates  of  dnt; 
in  tvo  ways :  lat,  hj  a  direct  increaBe  of  the 
ad  valorem  daiy ;  and  2d,  b?  the  regulation  of 
the  minimnmB ;  w  that  bj  the  proviaiona  of 
the  bill  a  aqnare  yard  of  doth,  ooBting  in  a  for- 
aga  market  20  cents,  and  one  costing  50  oenta, 
wul  fay  the  same  dntj ;  a  square  yud  of  doth 
oostiug  SI  cents,  and  one  costing  100  centa,  will 
pay  the  eame  dnty ;  a  sqoare  yard  of  doth 
cocting  101  oeota,  aod  one  costing  3S0  cents, 
wiU  pay  the  same  dnty ;  and  a  square  yard  of 
oloth  coating  S51  centa,  and  one  coating  400 
owta,  will  pay  the  same  dnty:  and  all  inter- 
mediate values  in  each  cose  will  pay  the  same 
duly  with  the  highest  eztreme  of  the  mini- 
mum. All  valaea  above  4  dollars  the  sqnare 
Sard,  are,  by  the  bill,  to  pay  an  ad  vaUrem 
aty  of  4fi  per  cent.  The  amendment  of  the 
honorable  CJbairman,  (Ur.  Uallasy,)  proposes 
tomakeasqoateyaraof  doth,  oosting  in  a  for- 
eign market  SO  cento,  and  one  ooetjng  50  emits, 
pay  the  same  dni; ;  a  square  yard  of  cloth 
coating  51  cents,  and  one  costing  360  cents,  pay 
the  same  dnty ;  a  sqnare  yard  of  dotfa  coetiog 
WtO  oenta,  and  one  costing  400  cents,  pay  the 
same  dnty,  and  a  square  yard  of  doth  costing 
401  oeuta,  and  one  costing  600  oenta,  pay  the 
same  dnty ;  and  fixes  npon  the  lower  priced 
doths  a  somewhat  higher  rate  of  dnty  than 
that  proposed  by  the  bill,  bnt  a  rate  of  duty 
not  so  high  upon  the  fine  dotlu,  it  proposing 
40,  and  Uie  bill  reported  by  the  oommittee  40 
percent 

Another  tabular  oalonlation  will  show  the' 
rates  per  oent.  of  the  duties  proposed  by  the 
bill,  and  also  by  the  amendment  ot  the  honor- 
able Ohalrman,  by  wUoli  the  direot  increase  of 
the  rates  proposed,  and  also  the  increase  pro- 
duced by  the  adoption  of  the  inlntnwim  princi- 
ple, may  be  seen  snd  compared.  That  this 
otxnparison  may  be  aa  perfect  as  practioaUe,  I 
have  made  the  calculation  at  the  extremes,  and 
at  the  mean  of  eadt  minimom,  and  have  also 
^ven  the  medium  increase  of  the  present  rates 
of  dnty  upon  each  minimum,  both  of  the  bUl 
aikd  of  the  amendment.    Hiey  are  as  follows : 


Thus  It  will  be  found  that  the  rat«s  of  duty 
proposed  by  the  committee,  range  fh>m  83  to 
99  per  cent.,  omitting  fraotions  entirely,  which 
are  omitted  in  the  table,  and  that  the  rates  pro- 
posed by  the  amendment  vary  from  44  to  21S 
per  cent.  In  one  ungle  instance  the  duty  pro- 
posed by  the  committee  diminishes  the  present 
duty.  That  instance  is  at  the  very  highest  ex- 
treme of  the  first,  or  CD  cent  minimum.  The 
now  rate  of  duty  npon  a  square  yard  of  doth 
costing  SO  cents  in  a  foreign  market,  aa  will  be 
se«n  by  the  table,  is  SSi  per  cent.,  while  the 
rate  proposed  by  the  bill  at  that  point,  is  but 
8S  per  cent. ;  or,  to  be  better  understood,  as  I 
intend  to  argne  this  question  with  perfeot  can- 
dor, the  duty  proposed  by  the  committee  npon 
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a  yard  of  doth  invoiced  at  fifty  oenta,  or  at  any 
price  under  that  sum,  is  IS  cents ;  while  the 
present  duty  upon  a  yard  of  doth  inrdoed  ex- 
actly at  fiO  cents,  would  be  IS}  cents,  mj-biiig 
a  difiereoce  in  favor  of  the  present  dnty,  con- 
fined strictly  to  this  point,  aa  to  cost,  of  2^ 
oents.  This,  npon  its  face  and  unexplained, 
would  seem  to  be  TTong,  and  contrary  to  tiie 

{rinciples  which  have  governed  tiie  committee. 
will,  therefore,  ask  tne  patience  of  the  oom- 
mittee for  one  moment,  while  I  examine  tJiia 
minimnm.  It  is  conceded  on  all  handa  that  th» 
doths  CftUing  within  this  minimum,  must  bo 
either  very  coarse  fulled  clotJis,  or  tJie  lighter 
fabrics,  OS  baizes,  flannelsj  Ac.  Kow  the  first 
difficulty  presenting  itself  in  the  formation  of 
this  bill,  was  to  graduate  a  dnty  which  shonld 
ofibrd  protection  to  the  manufacturer  upoa 
these  coarse  foiled  cloths,  and  at  the  some  tuna 
sboold  not  be  entirdy  unreasonable  upon  th« 
light  fabrics  iuA  mentioned.  The  present  law 
had  made  a  distinction  in  the  duty  below  this 
point,  of  60  cents,  and  had  imposed  a  du^  of 
only  26  per  cent,  npon  all  cloths  costing  m 
cents  the  sqnare  yard,  while  npon  all  costing 
over  that  snm,  a  duty  of  88^  per  cenL  waa  im- 
posed. To  this  distinction  fiannels  and  baiaea 
were  made  an  exception,  and  the  distinction 
waa  declaredly  introduced  to  lavor  a  descrip- 
tion of  the  coarse  foiled  doths,  extenriTely 
used,  and  forming  the  heaviest  item  of  wool- 
lens consnmed  in  one  section  of  this  Union. 
I  refer  to  the  doths  commonly  called  negro 
doths.  These  were  supposed  mostly  to  oomiie 
under  the  distinction  of  cloths  costing  less  than 
88i  cents  the  square  yard,  and  therefore  to  pky 
a  duty  of  2C  per  cent.  If  this  wss  a  correct 
supposition  of  the   former   law,  I  ask,  Mr. 


costiug  S8i  cents,  by  the  present  law  pays  a 
dnty  of  9  16-100  cents,  say  9  3-10  cents.  By 
the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  the  same 
yard  of  doth  will  pay  a  doty  of  1 6  cents,  mak- 
ing an  increase  of  tiie  doty  beyond  what  is 
now  imposed,  of  6  6-10  upon  every  sqoare 
yard,  Kow,  sir,  suppose  no  single  yanl  of 
these  doths  comes  invoiced  at  a  lees  pnce  than 
8&1  cents,  I  ask.  is  not  this  a  sufBcient  increase 
ot  the  duty  I  It  is  48  instead  of  20  per  cent. 
But  we  have  seen  by  the  calculation  and  table 
1  have  just  given,  that  the  average  increase  ot 
duty  upon  this  mioimam,  even  soppoeing  20 
cents  to  be  its  lowest  extreme,  by  the  effect  of 
the  minimnm  principle,  is  13  pet  cent  beyond 
the  doty  now  imposed ;  and  this  is  true,  while 
at  the  extreme  point  of  60  oemts,  the  present 
duty  is  very  tnfiingly  reduced.  This  ia  the 
only  mlnimiini  proposed  in  the  bill  where  the 
present  rate  of  doty  ia  not  increased  even  at 
the  highest  extreme  of  the  grodnatcd  value. 
Thus,  alt  doths  costing  more  thsn  fifly  cents, 
and  not  more  than  one  dollar,  arc  to  pay  the 
same  duty,  a  dnty  of  40  cents  npon  every 

Snare  yard.    The  present  duty  upon  a  yard  of 
oth  costing  1  dollar,  ia  86  2-S  cents;   thus 
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luTing  an  increaae  at  the  reij  extreme  of  tbU 
minimtim,  of  the  differeiice  between  86  2-8  and 
W  cenla,  or  S)-  on  the  yard  of  doth,  while  at 
Ibe  lowest  extreme  of  thu  iminimnm,  the  differ' 
mce  between  the  present  and  the  proposed 
dntj  is,  e  fraction  more  than  SI  cents  nppn 
each  jtrA  of  doth,  in  &Tor  of  the  latter.  The 
tTerige  increase  npon  clothe  falling  within  this 
minimum  u,  as  we  have  JoBt  seen,  20  per  cent. 
bejond  the  present  rat«  of  duty, 

I  will  not  trooble  the  committee  with  a  fiir- 
ther  rec^itnUtion  of  this  table,  than  to  re- 
main that  an  examination  of  the  oalcnlation 
win  show  that  the  medimn  increase  of  datj 
upon  cloths  fitlling  within  the  third  minitnnm. 
is  23  per  cent,  b^ond  the  present  datj,  and 
within  the  fonrth,  a  fraction  more  than  30  per 
cent,  increase ;  while  the  extremes  will  be 
finmd  eqoallf  to  increase  the  present  rat«s  of 
dntj  upon  the  same  cloths.  Alter  this  point,  I 
pesmne  the  bill  will  not  be  otijeoted  agunat 
b/  the  fliends  of  the  amendment,  as  ita  pro- 
posed ntea  of  dnty  are  even  higher  than  those 
pnqweed  hj  the  amendment.     The  mediam  in- 


ment,  will  be  fonod  b;  this  table  to  be,  npon 
the  first,  29  per  cent. ;  npon  the  second,  40  per 
cenL ;  upon  the  third,  SO  per  cent. ;  and  npon 
the  foorth,  10  per  cent.,  r^ecting  fractions,  and 
the  eztremea  of  increase  are  from  10  to  182  per 

BOA. 

Thus,  having  seen  what  the  present  doty  is. 
what  the  dntiea  proposed  hj  the  bill  and 
smendmrnt  are,  and  what  increase  bejrond  the 
preeeot  rate  and  amoont,  ia  proposed  by  each. 
It  tenuhu  for  me  to  examine  whether  the  dn- 
tiea proposed  by  the  bill,  as  reported  by  the 
oommittee,  are  sufficient  to  give  to  the  inann- 
(■ctarar  of  woollen  cloths  that  protection  which 
he  aetoally  requires.  And  here  let  me  aah,  Ifr. 
Chainnan,  what  proUvtion  does  the  mannfao- 
tarer  really  need  I  Have  we  the  means  of  an- 
iwaring  this  inquiry  ?  I  think,  sir,  we  have, 
sod  that,  too,  with  considerable  certainty.  I 
hate  abesdy  shown,  or  attempted  to  ^ow, 
fltat  the  cost  of  wool,  and  the  cost  of  mannfac- 
toeing  it  into  cloth,  at  the  present  prices  of 
wocd  In  this  ctmntry,  are  equal ;  that  any  given 
psrod  irf  wool  can  be  manufactured  into  cloth 
as  cheap  in  the  United  States  as  it  can  in  Edk- 
laod ;  or,  in  other  worda,  that  the  difference  m 
the  cost  of  woollen  cloths  in  the  two  coontries, 
b  the  difference  in  the  cost  of  the  wool  of 
which  they  are  made,  the  expense  of  manufac- 
turing being  the  same  in  both ;  and  that  the 
nst  at  woSL  in  the  United  States  is  greater 
thin  the  coat  of  the  same  wool  in  England,  by 
ftocs  GO  to  so  fter  cent  upon  the  EnsUEh  cost. 
Thiae  propontions  I  consider  to  be  fiuly  proved 
by  the  testimony  to  which  I  have  rererred; 
sad  taking  them  to  be  tme,  I  think  we  arrive 
nrfwiiarilT  at  the  conelnaion,  that  the  proteo- 
tion  whi^  the  mannfactorer  of  woollen  goods 
b  this  coantry  reguirea,  ia  eqnal  to  the  oiffer- 
tncc  between  the  cost  of  the  wo<^  be  dhb  in 
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England  and  in  this  country.  The  cost  of  his 
fabric  is  the  cost  of  the  wool  and  the  cost  of 
the  manufacturing  it  into  the  fabric ;  and,  as  It 
is  eetablished  that  the  English  and  the  Ameri- 
can manufacturer  can  do  the  mannfaotoring  at 
the  same  expense,  the  difference  at  which  each 
can  l^imish  the  fabric  at  cost,  most  be  the  dif- 
ference which  each  has  to  pay  for  the  wool  of 
which  it  is  made.  But  it  ia  also  established 
that,  as  a  general  rale,  the  coat  of  tiie  wool  Is 
one-half  of  the  coat  of  the  fabric  when  pre- 
pared for  the  market,  and  that  the  cost  of  wool 
m  this  country  is  greater  than  the  cost  of  the 
same,  or  an  equal  qnality  of  wool  In  England, 
by  from  SO  to  SO,  the  medinm  66  per  cent. 
npon  the  English  coat.  Therefore,  the  proteo- 
tion  required  by  our  manoiactDrera,  la  eqnal  to 
65  per  cent,  upon  the  cost  in  England  of  the 
wool  they  nse. 

It,  then,  the  cost  of  the  wool,  and  the  cost  ot 
mannfacturing  it  in  this  country,  are  equal ;  if 
the  cost  of  manuboturing  is  as  cheap  here  as 
it  is  in  England ;  if  the  cost  of  wool  In  this 
countr7  is  greater  than  it  is  in  England  by  65 
per  cent.,  as  an  average,  upon  the  E^iah  cost: 
and  if  I  have  shown  that  the  bill,  as  reported 
br  the  Oommittee  on  Mauu&cturea,  covers  this 
difference  in  the  price  of  wool,  and  even  goes 
beyond  it,  I  have  shown  enough  for  my  pur- 
pose. 

The  American  manufiwtnrer  has.  by  the  biU 
as  reported,  ^  the  protection  whicn  he  swears 
that  De  needs.  , 

Here  I  shonld  remark,  t^at  these  tables  are 
coat  npon  the  assumption  that  6tS  per  cent,  is 
the  tme  difference  l>etween  the  cost  of  wool  in 
England  and  in  the  ITnited  States,  although  I 
have  before  noticed  that  there  are  strong  rea- 
sons to  believe  that  this  per  oentage  is  greater 
than  the  difference  which.  In  fact,  exuta,  or 
that  a  less  advance  (say  SO  per  cent.)  would 
pay  the  present  daty,  costo,  and  oiiarges,  and 
enable  the  importer  to  bring  in  foreign  w<m^ 
My  oalcnlations  have  also  been  made  npcm  the 
present  prices  of  wool  in  this  oonntry,  and  the 
only  poB^ble  manner  of  ehaking  them,  or  dis- 
proving their  oorreotness,  is  by  the  assumption 
that  the  duty  proposed  by  the  bill,  upon  raw 
wool,  is  to  enhance  the  price  of  that  article,  to 
the  extent  of  the  duty.  The  soundneas  of  this 
argnroent,  as  well  as  the  propriety  of  its  use, 
by  the  friends  of  the  protecting  ijatem  I  shall, 
by  and  by,  have  occasion  to  notice.  But  as  a 
partial  answer  to  it,  supposing  that  the  pro- 
posed duty  npon  wool  may  have  some  eSbot  to 
enhance  Uie  price  of  it,  I  preeent  the  exoeaa  of 
dnty  over  (he  protection  required  at  tlie  pres- 
ent prices  of  wool  in  this  ooniitry.  At  all 
points  of  each  iriintmnnn,  that  exoeaa  is  consid- 
erable, but  at  the  highest  extreme  of  ^^  flrst 
minimum,  SO  oenta,  the  (mly  point  in  the  whole 
bill  where  the  present  duty  upon  cloths  Is  not 
'    ireased,  that  exoeee  amoonts  to  more  than  7 
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the  excess  ia  IS  per  cent  npoD  the  cloth,  or  SO 
per  cent  upon  the  wool,  and  this  agam  is  the 
least  excess  to  be  found  ia  the  bill,  witlk  the 
eiception  of  that  at  SO  cents.  Will  it  then  be 
contended,  hf  the  friends  of  protection,  that 
wool  is  to  rise  in  price,  bj  tLe  operation  of 
protecting  laws,  bejond  either  of  these  rates  of 
increase  ?  If  not,  then  the  dntdea  proposed  by 
the  bill  will  still  be  a  soScient  protection  to 
the  mannfaotorer.  It  now  then  remains  for  me 
to  answer  a  \erj  few  of  the  armaments  nsed  hj 
tha  honorable  chairman,  (Mr.  Vaixast,)  and 


the  amendment  nntil  after  he  doeed  his 
marks. 

As  to  tlie  frauds  alleged  to  be  committed  in 
the  Importation  of  those  coarse  wools,  the 
honorable  chairman  has  given  all  tiie  answer 
vhioh  he  ootUd  have  given ;  tbat,  if  these 
wools  are  imported  in  a  fonl  state  to  disgnise 
their  qnalitj.  they  will  necessarilj  lose  in 
oleansing,  ana  that  loss  most  operate  to  in- 
crease the  dnty  npon  the  deansea  wool.  This 
is  tme,  praotioallj,  to  a  certain  extent,  but  not 
to  the  extent  which  the  {^ntleman  «eema  to 
anppose.  Bnt,  ur,  suppose  it  to  have  been  true 
up  to  tbia  time,  what  effect  has  it  npon  the 
anbjeot  now  before  the  committee!  We  are 
now  to  raaaon,  not  npon  the  exiating  law,  bat 
npon  the  effect  of  the  law  which  we  are  about 
to  pass.  Let  ns  then  see  what  will  be  the  in- 
dncementa  to  these  fhrads,  if  the  amendment 
proposed  bj  the  honorable  chairman  (Hr. 
Hallabt)  is  adopted.  One  poond  of  wool, 
worth  in  a  foreign  market  16  cents,  will,  bj 
that  amendment,  pay  £0  cents  dntj.  Mix  with 
that  pound  of  wool  1  potmd  of  dirt,  making 
two  poonda  in  weight,  and  worth  8  cents  per 
ponnd,  and  what  dntj  will  it  then  pay  I  The 
two  pounds  will  still  be  worth  only  10  cents, 
and  will  by  that  same  amendment  only  be 
charged  with  a  dnty  of  IS  per  oent.  ad  %a.h- 
nm,  eqnal  upon  the  3  pounds  of  wool  and  dirt, 
to  9  64-100  cents.  Here,  then,  yon  will  have 
the  same  pound  of  wool  imported,  and  conse- 
quently conflicting  with  a  pound  of  equal  qual- 
ity of  onr  own  wool,  while,  by  this  simple 
fraud,  1?  E6-100  cents  are  saved  upon  the  duty 
it  should  pay — an  amount  greater  than  the  cost 
of  the  pound  of  wool  itself  in  the  foreign  mar- 
ket, and  the  same  wool  would  pay  a  duty  of 
3  64-100,  instead  of  20  cents.  Does,  then,  the 
biU  as  reported  by  the  committee,  fumiah  an 
efftetoal  check  to  these  fraudsf  That  bill  pro- 
poses a  duty  of  7  cents,  specifically,  upon  every 
pound  of  wool  imported,  and  a  fhrther  dnty 
npon  all  wool  of  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  The 
duty  at  that  rate,  upon  one  pound  of  wool 
worth  IS  cents  in  the  foreign  market,  would 
be  about  14  cents ;  and  any  attempt  to  disguise 
Its  quality,  br  means  which  should  add  to  its 
weight,  wonid  only  increase  the  dnty  by  7 
cents  upon  every  pound  weight  added.  This 
view  of  the  case  must  certainly  convince  even 
the  honorable  chairman  bJTpself.  that  this  pro- 


vision of  the  bill  is  to  be  preferred,  and  Uxst 
bis  amendment  only  prodauns  a  bounty  npon 
frauda  in  the  importation  of  coarse  woola. 


M  ONiuT,  Uaroh  24 
Cat  qf£.W.  Meade. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  orden  of  the  dftj, 
which  was  the  unfinished  business  of  Batnrdaj, 
Donusting  of  the  bill  and  amendment  for  the  re- 
lief of  B.  W.  Meade. 

The  question  recurring  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  its  third  reading, 

Ur,  Walks  withdrew  his  coll  for  the  pre- 
vious qneation. 

Ur.  PoLZ  then  took  the  floor  in  oppositioii 
to  the  bill,  and  was  replied  to,  at  considerable 
length,  by  Ur.  Evbbxtt  in  its  favor. 

Ur.  Baitdouh  then  made  a  series  of  remarks 
on  the  unfitness  of  the  House  to  be  a  tribniuJ 
for  the  deddon  of  private  daims,  on  the  ad- 
vanced stage  of  the  season,  the  necessity  of 
coming  to  some  condndon  as  to  the  tariff,  and 
concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  bill  upon  tbe 
table. 

The  motion  was  nwstived — ayes  61,  noes  90. 

Ur.  BraBAHur  said :  I  voted  s^inst  the  mo- 
tion of  the  sentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr, 
BAinmLPH,)  to  lay  this  bill  upon  the  table ;  b«- 
caose  I  l^elieved,  that  in  a  few  minutes  its  fate 
would  have  been  flnally  decided,  by  a  direct 
vote  of  the  House,  upon  its  engrossment 

I  shall  nqt  suffer  myself  to  be  drawn  into 
the  debate,  upon  tbe  general  qnestions  involved 
in  this  bill,  neither  shsll  I  eniress  any  opinion 
in  regard  to  the  validity  of  Mr.  Ueade's  d^m. 
The  su^^tion  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Virginia  ^r.  Abohkb)  has  no  application  to 
me  ■  because  I  have  read  and  car^iilly  exam- 
ined all  the  documents,  connected  wiUi  this 
claim,  which  have  been  published ;  and  still  I 
am  not  informed  as  to  its  nature.  I  ought  not 
therefore  to  have  formed  any  opinion  upon  the 
snl^ect. 

It  has  been  admitted  by  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  who  reported  this  bill,  (Mr.  Ev- 
EBBTT,)  that  the  royd  certificate  ought  to  have 
no  effect  upon  our  decision ;  and  uiat  it  must 
be  Busttuned  by  other  docnments,  before  this 
cldm  can  be  aUowed,  It  is  certain,  that  npon 
this  certificate  alone,  the  United  Btates  ought 
not  to  be  made  answerable  to  Ur.  Ueade. 
Why  then  are  not  the  documents  necessary  to 
sustdn  this'  daim,  now  produced  t  Where  are 
they!  In  the  possession  of  Ifr.  Ueade?  I  be- 
lieve not  We  are  then  about  to  provide  a  tri- 
bunal for  the  examination  of  documents  which 
may  l>e  in  Bpidn,  or  may  he,  the  Lord  knows 
where.  We  are  asked  to  call  into  existence  a 
Board  of  Commissioners,  but  whether,  they 
shall  ever  act  or  not,  will  depend  upon  the  oon- 
tingenoy,  whether  Mr.  Meade  will  ever  be  able 
to  procure  his  vouchers.  Let  these  vonchera 
be  first  procured ;  let  Ur.  Meade  present  them 
to  the  House,  and  let  them  be  submitted  to  one 
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of  our  committoea, ;  nnd  if  tbey  Bhoald  be  too 
TDtammoas  for  ita  exBininatdon,  then,  and  not 
till  then,  ahsll  I  Tot«  to  establiin  a  Board.  It 
is  llie  flrat  time  I  ^ve  ever  heard  of  a  claim 
waA  bj  Oongresa  to  be  andited,  whilst  the 
Toadiers  apon  which  it  rested  were  not  in  &e 
poawrion,  and  for  any  thing  we  know,  might 
neiBT  be  in  the  power  of  the  olumant.  Agunat 
this  daimant  I  entertun  no  prejtidioe ;  on  tbe 
oonbvj,  my  feelings  are  all  of  an  opposite 
dunct«r ;  bnt  I  am  not  willing  to  establish  a 
tpttM  commission  to  inTestigat«  his  clum,  be- 
fore ha  has  sabmitted  to  na  an;  voncbers  apoD 
which  it  can  be  snstiuned. 

[Itr.  Etihett  hero  explained.  He  a^d  he 
wai  informed  that  Mr.  Meade  had  a  large 
man  of  docmnents  in  Ha  posseasion  read;  to 
pibnut.] 

Mr.  B.  proceeded.  Sir,  nXA  he,  this  makes 
the  case  itfODger  agunst  him,  than  I  had  ever 
Enppoeed.  If  he  bad  tbe  docomenta  npon 
whuh  bis  dum  is  foonded,  or  an;  part  of 
them  in  his  poasession,  wb;  did  he  not  submit 
tbem  to  the  committee  t  And  wb;  did  tbat 
committee  rest  th«r  report  upon  the  ro;al  cer- 
tifioate  ^ooe,  wUoh  b  now  admitted  to  be  in- 
otfGdeDt  to  eetablish  the  claim  t 

It  hai  been  s^d,  that  tbe  passage  of  this  bill. 


opiuoo.  Tbe  bill  proposes  to  appoint  three 
eomnunoners,  to  examine  and  liquidate  this 
dahn,  and  report  anch  items  of  it  as  the;  think 
oDgbt  to  be  allowed,  together  with  the  evi- 
d^ce.  And  am  I  to  be  told,  tbat  if  we  shall 
estiUidi  a  tribana]  to  examine  and  to  decide 
this  qnestion,  that  after  the;  shall  have  report' 
cd  their  decision  to  this  House,  we  eball  be  as 
free  to  aot,  as  if  there  had  been  no  sncb  pro- 
oeedid^  onder  onr  antborit;!  Will  this  he 
tiia  ease,  after  we  ahaU  have  asked  and  ob- 
tained the  opinions  of  the  Attome;-Qeneral 
ud  two  of  the  Auditors  of  the  Tressnr;  t  It 
ii  trne,  we  ma;  reverse  t^eir  decision  if  we 
think  proper ;  bnt  it  is  egnsll;  oertain,  that  the 
judgment  of  a  jadicial  tribunal  esteblished  b; 
our  own  antborit;,  must  necoaaaril;  bare  an 
influence  npon  onr  decision.  It  will  be  prima 
fieu  evidence  of  tbe  Justice  of  the  clum,  and 
will  reHeve  the  claimant  from  the  burthen  of 
proo^  and  cast  it  upon  the  United  States. 

Bnt,  MT,  I  do  not  like  to  send  a  claim  of  this 
ni^itDde  to  be  decided  b;  persona  whom  I  do 
not  know.  The  Prewdent  ma;,  in  his  discre- 
timi,  appoint  an;  two  of  tbe  five  Auditors  of 
ttie  TrcBsnr;.  These  Auditors  are  all  eqnal  in 
the  eje  of  Uie  law ;  but  yet,  tbere  are  some  of 
tbem  upon  whose  deciuon  I  should  rel;  with 
aiDcb  more  confidence  than  npon  that  of  ot^ 
m.  I  do  not  suppose  that  tbe  Attome;-Gen- 
(nl  would  leave  tbe  dntiea  of  his  stetion  to 
indit  this  claim.  The  business  will,  therefore, 
to  diiefi;  transacted  b;  the  two  Auditors  who 
mn  be  ^ipoinled. 

I  cannot  perceive  what  the  Mends  of  the 
(iiim  e]q>eot  from  the  establishment  of  this  tri- 
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bunal,  unless  tbe;  suppose  tbat  its  decision  will 
have  en  Influence  upon  our  judgment.  In 
what  manner  can  it  expedite  the  final  detemd* 
nation  of  the  dum  t  The  bill  does  not  pro- 
pose that  it  shall  be  piud,  until  afler  Oongress, 
at  tbeir  next  session,  shall  have  acted  upon  tbe 
rBjwrt  of  the  Board.  Why  then  should  we  not 
wait  imtil  the  next  session,  when  the  vouchers, 
if  they  exist,  can  t^e  produced  to  us ;  and,  if 
then,  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belaldons  shall 
not  be  able  to  examine  and  decide  npon  them, 
we  can  refer  them  te  a  Board  of  Oommission- 
ers.  It  is  not  even  pretended  that  the  vouch- 
ers are  all  here  yet.  We  have  seen  none  of 
them,  and  in  the  course  of  this  long  debate,  I 
have  never  heard  until  this  day,  uat  an;  of 
them  were  in  tbe  possession  of  Mr.  Meade. 

Hr.  B.  Woon  nert  rose,  and  said,  tbat  he 
wished  briefly  to  assign  the  reasons  of  the  vote 
he  should  give  without  entering  at  large  into 
tbe  subject. 

Sir,  siud  he,  ever;  Government  is  bound  b; 
the  principles  of  the  social  contract,  to  protect 
its  citizens  in  tbe  lawfU  exercise  of  tbeir  rights, 
and  those  whose  propert;  has  been  taken  Irom 
them  by  violence  on  the  ocean  or  in  the  ports 
and  harbors  of  neutral  and  friend];  powers,  are 
entitled  to  call  on  Government  to  ud  them  in 
seeking  redress. 

Yet,  even  in  case  Government  should  he  un- 
able to  obtuu  redress  b;  peaceable  means,  it  is 
not  bound  to  go  to  war  to  avenge  or  redress 
individual  injuries,  if  inconsistent  with  tbe 
general  wel&re. 

The  case  is  ver;  different  with  regard  to 
debts,  or  demands  arising  from  contracts  with 
foreign  Oovemmeats,  b;  citizens  resident  th*re, 

A  citizen  who  takes  up  his  residence  in  a 
foreign  country,  and  entrusts  his  property  with 
the  citizens  or  snbjecta  of  that  country,  does  it 
at  his  own  risk ;  and  whatever  difScnltiea  he 
ma;  encounter  in  recovering  his  debts,  he  baa 
no  reason  to  complain,  while  the  tribunals  of 
justice  are  open  to  him  in  common  with  oth- 
ers. If  he  becomes  a  creditor  of  tbe  Govern- 
ment, he  relies  npon  the  ability  and  good  faith 
of  the  Government  to  discharge  its  engage- 
menla,  and  most  share  the  fate  of  other  pnbtic 
creditors.  Nothing  less  than  an  open  and  fl»- 
grant  denial  of  right  can  entitle  him  to  claim 
tbe  Interposition  of  his  own  Government  in 
die  prosecution  of  his  demand.  A  different 
doctrine  would  make  the  Qovemment  the  in- 
surer of  every  mercantile  adventurer,  who 
should  choose  to  become  a  public  creditor, 


to  their  private  contraota  with  individnala,  and 
would  lead  to  consequences  that  would  be  in- 
tolerable. 

There  is  no  pretence  that  this  was  the  case 
with  regard  to  the  petitioner.  The  embar- 
rassed state  of  the  Spanisb  finances  rendered 
the  debts  of  Uiat  Oovemment  in  a  great  meaa- 
ure  desperate,  and,  at  his  presring  solicitation, 
the  olauns  of  the  oommon  oreditort  of  Spain 
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were  iadaded  in  the  treaty,  with  tlie  daima  of 
thow  for  whom  tiie  OoTenunent  was  bound  to 
provide. 

The  insertion  of  these  olairaB  in  the  treaty, 
waa,  tiierefore,  purely  gratuitona ;  and  it  was  a 
&ror  to  tlie  applicant  to  he  placed  on  an  equal- 
ity with  those  whose  property  had  been  taken 
fixim  them  by  force,  and  had  a  right  to  call  < 
the  Goventment  for  redress.     His  claim  w 
admitted,  Bubject  to  the  same  restrictions,  as 
themodeof  a4juBtmeDtaud  liquidation,  as  those 
claims  were ;  and,  if  Government  has  eitended 
the  same  JuaUoe  to  him  as  to  others,  it  has  dis- 
charged itB  obligations  to  him. 

The  stipulations  in  the  treaty  oonstitnted  the 
measm«  of  its  obligation.  The  United  StaMa, 
in  coDKderation  of  the  cession  made  by  Spain, 
agreed  to  appropriate  five  millions  of  dollars 
towards  the  payment  of  such  claims  against 
Sp^  as  BhoQld  be  allowed  nnder  the  treaty 
to  institate  a  Board  of  OommisBioners,  to  con 
tinae  in  oommiasion  three  yean  to  ascertaii 
the  amount  and  validity  of  all  the  claims  that 
ahonld  be  brought  before  them,  and  to  demand 
of  Spidn  all  such  doooments  as  were  in  her 
poaseaaion,  which  ahonld  be  intimated  by  the 
oommiastoners  to  be  necessary  to  the  investiga- 
tion of  any  claims  submitted  to  them. 

Have  not  the  United  States,  in  good  fmth, 
discharged  all  the  obligations  imposed  on  tliem 
by  the  treaty  !  Did  not  the  Qovermnent  insti- 
tute the  Bovd  of  Commissionera,  and  moke  the 
demand  on  Spain  when  required  !  Did  not  the 
Board  continue  in  commission  three  years) 
Did  they  not  ai^uBt  all  the  claims  which  were 
tustuned  before  them  t  And,  have  not  the  five 
millions  been  distributed  among  those  whose 
(dums  were  allowed,  in  conformity  with  the 
atipnlationa  of  tbe  treaty  t  It  cannot  be  qoea- 
^coied. 

It  haa  been  said,  that  the  petitdoner  hod  not 
time  to  procure  his  documents  to  sustain  his 
claim  before  tlie  commissioners,  after  he  hod 
obtuned  Uie  order  for  their  production.  Why 
was  not  the  order  produced  in  season  t 

The  commission  was  organized  in  Jnnoj  1621, 
and  continued  nntil  June,  1 B24.  The  petitioner 
presented  his  claim  in  January,  1622,  but  did 
not  qiply  for  an  order  on  Spun,  for  his  docn- 
ments,  until  April,  1823,  when  the  time  proved 
insufficient  for  the  porpoee.  Why  were  nearly 
two  years  snfTered  to  elapse,  before  the  course 
provided  by  the  treaty  for  procuring  his  docu- 
ments was  adopted  t  Are  the  United  States  in 
fitnlt  for  tiie  omisnon  !  The  petitioner  had  the 
control  of  hia  own  claim,  ana  had  ample  time 
to  procure  his  documents ;  and  it  would  be  un- 
just to  ohorge  the  Government  with  the  oonse- 
qnenoea  of  nis  own  neglect.  It  was  not  in  the 
power  of  the  Government  to  act  mitil  he  fiir- 
uiahed  them  witL  a  schedule  of  the  papers  re- 
cruired,  and  an  order  of  the  commissioners  for 
Uieir  prodnction ;  and  there  is  no  complaint  of 
the  want  of  promptneaa  in  acting  the  moment 
these  were  exhibited. 

It  ia  a  BufEoient  vindication  of  tbe  good  &itli 
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with  which  the  Government  has  fulfilled  iJie 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  with  ^ain,  that  all 
tlie  daimanta  had  it  in  their  power  to  obtain 
their  proportion  of  the  fund  which  was  pro- 
vided for  their  indemnity,  if  they  had  exercised 
the  requisite  diligence  to  substantiate  their 
claims  before  the  commissioners,  according  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  treaty  by  which  it  was 
pledged  for  that  purpose,  lliose  whose  claims 
were  adjusted^  were  entitied  to  the  whole  fund. 
It  has  been  distributed  among  them,  and  there 
ia  nothing  left  for  further  distribution.  The 
treaty  mode  as  ample  provision  for  debts  as 
we!]  as  clums  against  Bpain,  aa  the  creditors  or 
claimants  had  any  right  to  oak,  and  neither  jna- 
tioe  nor  policy  requires  that  any  farther  pro- 
vision should  be  mode.  Sir,  the  passage  of  any 
bill  on  the  subject  would  involve  a  recognition 
of  some  sort  of  liability  to  the  petitioner,  and 
cannot  be  enstmned  on  any  valid  principlea. 

Besides,  if  you  make  provision  for  one,  yoa 
must  extend  the  gratuity  to  the  whole,  who  are 
in  the  same  ritu^on.  W^  are  told  that  there 
are  claims  resting  on  the  same  grounds  with 
that  of  the  petitioner,  to  the  amount  of 
890,000  dollars.  If  yon  allow  this  claim  the 
present  seseion,  what  answer  will  yon  give  those 
claimants  when  they  ^pty  to  you  at  the  next  f 
Their  clums  will  be  warranted  by  this,  and 
consistency  will  require  that  tliey  should  be 
treated  in  the  same  manner,  and  with  more 
reason  may  the  clumants  for  spoliations  urge 
tlie  fall  satisfaction  of  their  clums. 

If  yon  open  your  Treasury  to  the  petitioner, 
yon  cannot  close  it  against  demands  of  the 
same  order,  much  leas  agmnst  those  of  a  much 
higher  charaoter ;  and  a  determination  to  abide 
by  the  results  of  the  treaty,  or  to  provide  fWl 
satisfaction  for  every  oliumant,  ought  to  govern 
the  vote  on  this  bill. 

l£r.  IfiTOBzuL,  of  Tennessee,  called  for  the 
previous  qnestion. 

The  call  was  sastuned  by  the  House,  and  tha 
i^uestion  then  reonrring,  "  Shall  the  main  qnea- 
tion  be  now  put ) "  it  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 

The  main  qnestion  was  then  put  as  follows : 
"  Shall  this  bill  be  engrossed,  and  read  a  third 
time  t "  which  qnestion  was  decided  by — yeas 
66,  nays  IOC. 

go  Uie  House  refused  to  order  the  bill  to  be 
read  the  third  time,  thereby  r^ectiog  the  bilL 


TuBaDi.T,Usroh86. 
DMuTting  and  Aeeounting  (^ean. 
The  debate   on   the  reeolution,  heretofore 
fered  by  Mr,  J.  S.  Babsohb,  was  resumed. 
Mr.  Babbour  said :  Prior  to  Mr.  Jefferson's 
Admimstration,  the  language  of  our  appropria- 
tion acts  was  loose  and  general.    He  aaw  tiie 
omens  of  mischief  that  crowded  aronnd  thia 
practioe,  and  in  his  first  message  advised  this 
change.     Specific   appropriations   to   definite 
olfjecta  followed,  and  his  modd  of  eoonomj 
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Hrd  niiiplioit7  in  BdiainutnUon,  u  h^ipilj 
inntAmted,  in  this  reapeoL  bj  ita  strict  oo- 
bovooe  to  the  pluii  principleB  of  the  oonstitD- 
tkHi.  In  process  of  time,  these  viewa  gave 
WAj  to  a  mi^niding  exigenoj,  and  the  spirit  of 
the  eonstitatioQ  was  mbdned  in  the  act  of 
March  3d,  1609.  The  right  to  transfer  appro- 
ptiatioiu  defeats  that  ^aard  over  the  puhlio 
iHKie;  which  the  oonstitatioa  de«gned  for  its 
•eaoritr,  ai^  f^vw  into  the  hnnds  of  the  Presi- 
dent the  key  tha.t  aolocks,  at  his  will,  the  na- 
tioiil  tiMBares.  This  was,  do  donbt,  a  t«mpo- 
rtr;  eoDTenienM,  bat  it  was  fraoght  with  seri- 
OM  etror  in  it*  ineeption,  and  still  more  seriooa 
dsnger  in  the  praoedent.  The  preaent  Vice 
nvsideDt  of  the  Doited  States  moved  npon  this 
floor  in  1610,  the  following  rewdution : 

"Suclnd,  That  the  Commltlee  of  Ways  and 
Ifcant  be  iutractcd  to  inqnlte  lato  the  eipediencj 
of  repealiiig  to  nnch  of  u  act  entitled  an  act  tar- 
tber  to  uDcod  tlie  aereral  acta  for  the  eatablishment 
sndreenlstiDnof  theTreuorj.War,  and  KaTjDe- 
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Altbon^  powerfaQr  resisted  in  debate,  he 
aoceeeded  in  this  effort  to  briog  hack  the  eze- 
oitiTe  action  to  its  oonstjtntional  limits.  Bad 
he  DO  other  duma  to  pnblio  gratitade  bat  thla 
nngla  Mt  of  repladng  the  oonstitntion  opon  Ita 
tne  and  original  huia,  it  woold  he  of  itself 
Rffidant  to  ^ye  him  n  high  and  Just  rank 
*moi«  the  bene&otors  of  Ba  ooDntrr.  The 
act  ofllarch  8d,  1817,  was  thefroitof  hiseier- 
tione.  That  of  Haj,  1820,  next  followed.  By 
this  lari  act,  the  power  of  tronsfer,  which  is 
eqairattst  to  the  grant  of  absolute  power  over 
djabmement,  was  rested  in  the  President,  for  the 
foUoriog  specified  objects ; — "  For  the  aobaist- 
eooe  of  the  annj ;  for  forage ;  for  the  medioal 
sod  luMpital  Department;"  also  in  the  Nsv; 
Dqwrtment ;  "for  prorisions,  for  medicines  aad 
hoiniiable  atorw,  for  repairs  of  vessels,  fw  cloth- 
ing." And  this  act  oonolnde*  bf  prohibiting 
aQ  other  transfer  of  appropriation.  As  the  gen- 
tleman has  called  in  qaeation  the  aocoracy  of 
m;  flnrt  estimate  of  the  soma  sat^ect  to  the  will 
of  thePresideDt,  I  have  revised  it  upon  his  own 
adfflitl«d  bans  of  calcnlation.  If  I  am  ia  error, 
r  i*  incnrable,  for  I  have  spared 
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repeat  that  tb»  oontiDgent  expenses  of  the  first 
jear  of  Ur.  J^eraon's  Admintrtration,  tboogh 
tiftR  to  sonw  eavil,  shooM  be  fiurlj  set  down 
K  t58,SlS  57  cents;  bat  embradog  both  ena- 
Mnted  and  nnenamerated  oontingeneiea,  will 
int  exeeed  tlW,0OO-^br  the  seoood  jwt  the 
saooot  was  (30,860— and  for  the  third  year  was 
|1S,001  9  oenta.  Oontraaled  wiA  these,  the 
mmipriatioDs  for  the  last  year,  that  ore  noder 
toe  dominioa  ot  the  Executive,  may  be  set  down 
ittvo  milliiHu  and  fidy-six  tboosand  one  hno- 
died  and  fifty-three  dollare  and  fortf-«giit 
Rata.    W*  may,  with  proprie?,  add  to  uiia 
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:  gam,  the  ^>propriations  fbr  internal  as  well  aa 
external  commerce — oompri^g  the  sams  sHot- 
tedfbrlight'hoQses,  baojs,  piere,  ho.,  &o.,  whioh 
toaoh  the  latter  sahject;  and  roads,  canals,  aod 
sorveys,  as  connected  with  tbe  former.  For  in 
these  disbnrsemonts,  the  power  ooaferred  is  so 
genera),  and  the  application  of  money  in  tbe 
legislative  act,  so  loose  and  nodeflned,  as  neoce- 
aarily  to  confide  the  expenditure  to  the  Execa- 
tive  Jadgment,  as  a  sapplement  to  the  expressed 
will  of  we  Legislatore. 

For  these  pnrposea  there  was  last  year  ex- 
pended eight  onndred  and  foart«en  uiongand 
two  hondred  and  fbor  dollars  and  fifty-two 
cents;  and  whlob  added  to  the  above  amoant 
of  two  millions  flftr-dx  thoosand  one  hondred 
and  fifty-thiee  doUara  and  fortr-dgfat  oenta, 
make  a  total  of  two  millions,  eight  boadred 
and  seventy  thonsand  three  hnndnd  and  flfly- 
eigbt  dtdlvs.  I  am  thoroagbly  persnaded  that 
it  will  in  the  aggregate,  exo^d,  rather  than  &11 
short  of  this  oompntation,  I  have  bronght 
with  me  to  mv  seat  the  Treasury  reports,  and 
extracts  careflilly  taken  from  the  acts  of  Oon- 
grees  making  appropriation.'  It  will  be  to  me 
a  sonrce  of  gratification.  If  the  gentleman  Item 
New  Eampuiire,  or  any  other  member,  will 
take  these  papers,  (or  copiee  of  them,)  and  detect, 
by  tbe  severest  somUny,  any  error  of  estimate  or 
ceJcnlation.  Ur.  Speaker,  is  it  not  a  theme  tar 
carioDs  and  anxions  specalation,  that  whenev- 
er any  allaslon  is  here  made  to  tiie  expenses  of 
Qovemment,  tbe  Mends  of  the  Chief  Magistrate 
rise  np  with  their  correlative  estimates  of  the 
present  and  past  Adminiitratione  t  And  yet, 
sir,  this  tremolons  sensitiveness  is  by  no  means 
inexplicable.  It  is  a  fact,  sttsceptible  of  the 
plainest  demonstration,  that  the  disbonements 
of  pnblio  money,  under  like  circamstanoas,  and 
forthe  same  objects  of  expenditnre,  by  tbe  prea- 
eat  Administration,  have  exoeeded  all  former 
example.  And  it  is  not  apon  ontenable  ground 
that  I  make  up  this  opinion.  ArithmetiCHl  cal- 
cnlstions,  resting  upon  responsible  reports  from 
the  Treasury  Department,  carry  my  mind  to  this 
cocfident  conclosion.  Whatever  causes  may 
arise  for  diverei^  of  opinion  upon  other  fa^ucs 
of  inaniry,  noncf  oon  here  exist ;  for  the  estimate 
of  dollars  and  cents,  by  the  plain  nse  of  figure^ 
cannot  conduct  as  into  error,  without  the  cer- 
tainty of  immediate  and  palpable  detection.  In 
tbe  view  that  I  took  of  this  sabjeot,  my  atten- 
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tioD  W&8  fixed  to  the  comparfttiva 
uppropmtton  and  ezpeaditore  for  tbe  three 
years  of  this  Adjniniatration,  compared  with 
tbat  of  the  three  jeara  immediatelj  preoeding 
it ;  and  it  preaenU  the  folloving  resuta : 


Ciarmt  & 


Ssmdititnt, 
and  (At  pay*. 


of  HiUlary  Pm> 
paymenU  lo  ttu  PtMie  VOt : 

tT,87e,444  11 
8,008,066  OY 
B,»80,44e  06 


9S4,88a,4C9  1« 


SxptnStfrtt,  aedvnvt  of  XUitmy  Pt»' 
and  tilt  pagmmU  to  At  Fiihlie  Dt&t  .- 


IBSS, 
1826, 

ias7. 


tlO,14e,B2S  18 
ll,S0e,T!8  44 
ll,TOS,fiIS  61 


Totd,    ■  •  '         188,507,767  18 

Dedact  three  jean  ainonQt  of  pro- 
ceding  AdmiiustTatiOD,  -  t4,S23,4GS  H 


howlns  I 
It  Id  the 


present  AdmlnlitntuiD, 


(8,660,307  44 


I  have  omitted  an/  ootioe  of  the  ohargea  upon 
the  Traaaarj,  for  the  pnblio  debt  and  the  mili- 
tary penaiona,  beeause  the  paymenta  to  tfaeee 
ot^eots,  cannot  bj  any  dialeotio  ingenuity,  be 
made  the  thetne  of  eology  to  any  AdminiatrB- 
tion.  The  extinguishing  aotion  of  the  sinking  land 
npon  the  pnblio  debt,  cannot  be  set  down  to 
theoredit  of  the  Eieontive;  it  reanlts  from  pre- 
existing law.  Tbe  excess  of  accamulation  in 
tbe  BDrplns  fund,  by  operation  of  the  same  law, 
diqgoi^ea  Itself  into  tbe  unking  tbnd,  and  be- 
oomes  in  like  manner  soared  to  tbe  pnbliQ 
enga^ment.  The  appropriationa  for  militair 
penaions  I  have  also  exanded,  because  this  ia 
a  disborsement  likewlaa  resting  upon  definite 
and  uncontrollable  causes,  and  is  in  no  instaikce 
to  be  effboted  by  administrattre  prodigality  or 
economy.  This  ohsnnel  of  expenditure  has 
been  gradually  contracUng,  by  the  inflexible 
operation  of  the  great  law  of  nature,  upon  tbe 

Xd  sorvivora  of  the  RevolatioDaty  Army.  I 
ose  here  to  mention,  that  a  slight  difierence 
may  be  made  to  appear  in  these  i^onlationa,  if 
resort  be  bad  to  tbe  late  report  on  the  pabiio 
debt.  Bat  this  will  present  a  atronger  case,  by 
five  or  six  thoosand  aollara,  gainst  the  present 
Administration.  I  have  made  my  dedactionB 
from  tbe  table  oocompanyii^  tlie  report  of  the 
Committee  of  Waya  and  Means,  and  sent  to 
that  committee  from  tbe  Treaanry  Department. 
I  Lave  taken  Uiat  basis  for  oaloolation  which 
presenta  tlie  amalleat  discrepant  amonnt  of  ex- 
penditnre  in  the  two  periods  embraced  in  tbe 
comparison.  And  here,  too,  Hx,  Speaker,  1 
entreat  the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire, 
(Hr.  Babtlbtt,)  to  take  Aeae  estimates,  with 
the  materials  from  wUoh  they  have  been  made 
up,  and    gire  th«n  his  closest  examination. 
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They  challenge  and  defy  his  aomtiny.  The 
vannted  care  and  economy  of  this  Administra- 
tion, ia  opposed  witii  tbe  stubborn  and  melan- 
cboly  fk(A,  that  dght  miUions  six  hnndred  and 
eighty-five  thooumd  three  hnndred  and  seTen 
dollars  and  for^-fotir  cents  hare  already  been 
thriftleady  expended,  instead  of  baring  been 
applied  to  the  extinction  of  the  public  debt, 
since  tbe  present  Chief  Magistrate  came  into 
office.  Sir,  the  evil  does  not  atop  bore.  It  is 
uii  that  we  are  enjoined  by  tbe  constitutional 
duties  which  the  distribntion  of  power  among 
tlie  co-ordinate  branches  of  Government  impoae 
on  ns,  to  grant  suppliea.  And  the  fact  ia  nn- 
qraeationabie,  that  the  Executive  estimates  for 
the  service  of  the  cnrrent  year,  are  at  least 
equal,  and  in  the  main  probably  greater,  than 
for  that  which  baa  closed.  Puuiing  ahead  for 
further  results,  in  the  snpjKidtitious  economy  of 
this  care-taking  Adminiatration,  and  judging 
of  what  is  to  be  done  by  that  which  has  been 
done,  I  am  warranted  in  saying  that  thisexceaa 
of  expenditnra  beyond  its  comparative  propor- 
tion, will  be  increased  to  eleven  millions  fiv« 
hnndred  and  ^bty  thousand  four  hundred  and 
ten  dollars  and  twenty-five  cento.  Is  this  to 
be  borne  with  in  a  temper  of  [Mtient  forbear- 
ance t  Oan  it  be  sucoMsfnlly  controverted  by 
any  varying  computation?  Oan  it  be  palliated 
by  any  f^irther  disolosaree  of  a  Jnstifying  and 
imperative  necessity  t  I  am  firmly  convinced 
that  it  cannot 

Tbe  Treasury  report  from  which  I  have  taken 
these  ezpenditarea,  details  for  each  and  evetr 
year,  tbe  same  items  of  disbursement,  identi- 
cally and  anccesdvely  extended.  In  tbe  present 
condition  of  tilings,  with  a  commerce  suffering 
under  exaction,  and  agriculture  languishing  into 
decay,  have  not  onr  coQatitnents  (already  boi^ 
dened  with  excessive  though  indirect  toiea)  a 
right  to  bold  to  ns  tbe  chiding  language  of  Di< 
vine  inspiration,  and  say, — "  We  have  labored, 
and  other  men  Lave  entered  into  the  fruits  c^ 
our  labors!" 


F1UD1.T,  March  38. 
Tariff  Bill 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whol^ 
Mr.  P.  P.  Babboob  in  the  cbair,  and  reanmea 
tbe  conuderation  of  the  Tariff  Bill, 

The  amendment  offered  to  the  bill  by  Hr. 
"Hah^vi,  Cbunnan  of  the  Committee  of  Maua- 
fectnres,  yesterday,  was  read. 

The  smendment  to  the  above,  offered  by  Ur. 
BucEANui,  of  Pennayl  vania,  was  then  also  read. 

Mr.  BconAHAfl  said :  I  presume  tiiere  will  bo 
no  difficulty  in  understanding  tbe  effect  of  tbe 
amendment  which  I  have  offered.  It  proposes 
merdy  to  strike  out  tbe  minlmmna  from  the 
amendment  offered  by  the  gentieman  from  Ver- 
mont, (Mr.  MUJ.ABT.)  Should  my  motion  pre- 
vail, then  the  amendment  of  that  gentleman 
will  cont^n  &  progressive  increase  of  tbe  pres- 
ent ad  valorem  dn^  of  9H  per  cent,  upon  tba 
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importktioo  of  woollen  goods,  until  it  shall 
nida  50  per  cent.  Daring  tba  first  year  it 
Till  be  40  per  o«Dt,  tb«  Moond  U  per  cent, 
ind  the  third  jear  it  will  attun  the  limit  of  60 
per  cent.  The  increase  of  ad  valorem  duty 
inS  then  snioiiiit  to  16}  per  cent.  Tlie  addi- 
tion to  the  present  dntf  npon  ooane  woollen 
cloths,  ooeting  in  a  foreign  ooontry  not  exoeed~ 
isg  3St  oents  per  eqaare  jard,  will  be  muoh 
greater  than  what  I  have  stated.  It  maj  be  prop' 
er,  ihoold  nij  amendment  prevail,  to  make  a 
ducrinunation  in  their  &vor,  ajmilor  to  that 
wbid  eiisU  nnder  the  present  law.  Bhonid  mj 
DHrti<Hi  prevui,  the  amendment  offered  bj  the 
gnitleman  from  Yermont  will  sUll  be  open  for 
oilier  ammdmento.  I  have  made  this  ezplana- 
tioa  ao  that  mj  purpose  may  be  doarlj'  onder- 
Mood. 

I  ahill  DOW,  M  briefly  ai  possible,  state  the 
TMSou  which  have  indneea  me  to  move  to 
strike  ont  the  minimnmw  from  the  amendmeot 
of  theMotleman  fh>m  Vermont,  (Ur.  Malliat.) 
I (halliiot,  at  this  time, discogg  either  the 


oj  preceoenu ;  oai  yet  it  u  eqnauy  ■ 
a  mufbnn  current  of  precedents,  dnrii 
pniod  of  jeora,  fiuniah  the  hi^ieet  ei 
the  enreetness  of  thoao  principlee  np 


or  the  policy  of  protecting  do- 
mMtio  indnstry  by  legislation.  I  eon^der  that 
dxM  qnestious  have  Ions  sinoe  been  settled. 
Ihb  policy  has  been  estab&shed,  not  under  any 
Mrttcnlar  excitement,  not  in  high  party  times, 
Dot  by  an  parties,  and  at  all  tunes.  I  admit 
that  in  onr  legislation  we  oogbt  not  to  be  boand 
lij  precedenta ;  bnt  yet  it  is  eqnally  dear  that 

' inring  along 

_^     it  evidence  of 

_  __.  eprinciplee  npon  which 

ttMrrttefoonded. 

tIm  lyatem  of  minimnnu  pn^KMed  by  the 
gwitifmii)  from  Vermont  is  an  entire  departure 
mXB  the  settled  policy  of  the  conntiy.  This 
polir7  has  ever  been  to  afford  that  degree  of 
fnleetioa  to  domestio  mann&otares  which 
wonld  enable  them  to  sostain  a  f lur  and  snccess- 
fnl  eompedtiiMi  with  the  mannfactnres  imported 
fram  ibrMd.  Onr  legislation  has  ever  twen  at 
war  with  direct  ana  immediate  prohibition. 
In  times  past,  it  has  been  onr  policy  gradually, 
not  nddenly,  to  banish  foreign  mannfootorea 
from  onr  maneta.  In  Ads  manner,  the  com- 
■eroe  employed  by  any  particolar  branch  of 
Inraga  mamjactares  is  gradnally  diverted  into 
new  fhannris.  No  interest  in  the  coontry  sns- 
tains  a  shock.  Even  the  price  of  articles,  under 
■nch  B^teedan,  is  but  little  enhanced  in  the 
begianmg,  and  at  the  end  of  a  few  years,  it 
sinkf  b^nr  the  old  standard.  We  have  acted 
Bptm  theae  principles  since  the  origin  of  the 
FMcnl  Goveniment.  Since  1766,  when  the 
duty  DDon  woollen  goods  was  fixed  at  6  per 
caA  aa  valorem,  the  increase  has  been  gradool, 
util  it  has  now  reached  3H  P^  oent. 

Let  me  ask  this  committee  what  would  be 
the  efleet  of  the  minimnma  recommended  by 
flw  HarrisbnTE  Convention,  and  proposed  by 
Ibegentlemso&om Vermontf  (Mr.  Mjh.hb",) 
Jo  moo  can  donbt  bnt  that  it  would  be  Uie 
•Mole,  immediate  prohibition  of  a  very  laige 
prapartioD  of  the  woollen  goods  which  we  now 
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import.  Mnch  as  gentlemen  may  have  differed 
concerning  what  wonld  be  the  practical  effect 
of  minimnms  generally,  no  one  has  denied  that 
these  minimnms  wonld  immediately,  to  a  great 
extent,  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign 
woollens.  Under  the  ByBt«m  proposed  by  ^e 
Horrisbnrg  ConvenUon  a  square  yard  of  cloth, 
coB&ig  fifty  cents,  or  below  that  price,  would 
pay  a  duty  of  28  cents,  1^  however,  it  ahonld 
cost  fifty-<m«  it  wonld  pay  a  dnty  of  (1  40. 
Thus  one  cent  of  Increase  in  the  price  wonld 
moke  a  difference  of  %l  18,  or  more  than  150 
per  cent  in  the  dnty.  In  order  to  reach  the 
second  minimum,  we  must  suddenly  rise,  from 
cloth  costing  50  cents  the  sqnare  yard,  to  that 
which  ooata  fS  fiO.  Each  sqnare  yard  of  cloth, 
then,  which  has  cost  any  price  above  fifty  cents, 
and  not  exceeding  (3  60,  without  regard  to  its 
qnality,  most  pay  the  same  duty  of  |l  40.  It 
however,  it  sbonld  cost  (2  51,  then  it  will  fall 
within  the  operation  of  the  tliird  minimum,  of 
$4,  and  [lay  a  doty  of  $S  25.  Thns  at  this 
point  it  will  be  perceived  that  a  difference  of 
one  cent  in  the  price  will  make  a  difference  of 
86  oenta  in  the  aoty.  There  is  a  fourth  mini- 
mnm,  which  embraces  all  cloths  costing  above 
|4,  and  not  exceeding  (8,  the  square  yard, 
which  will  operate  in  a  similar  manner.  Cloth 
costing  more  than  $6  the  sqnare  yard  will  pay 
only  an  ad  valorem  dnty.  Thus  it  will  be 
perceived  that  the  system  of  minimums  is  not 
only  complicated  and  arbitrary  in  its  natore, 
bnt  it  is  oalculated  to  deceive  the  people  of  the 
United  Stotee.  And  why  t  The  amendment  of 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  proposes  to  in- 
crease  the  ad  valorem  duty  Iftt  per  cent ;  and 
to  this  point  the  public  attention  will  be 
directed.  Bnt  what  will  be  the  effect  of  the 
minimnms  which  are  covered  nnder  the  veil  of 
obsonrity!  I  shall  not  make  my  calculationa 
at  the  extreme  points,  because  that  might  not 
be  considered  fur ;  bat  I  shall  take  the  inter- 
mediate prices  between  the  minimums.  They 
will  be  clothe  costing  $1  50,  tS  25,  and  $6  per 
square  yard.  Upon  the  first  ol^  the  duty 
wonld  be  ineretBed  by  the  proposed  amend- 
ment, from  88^,  the  present  rate,  to  S4  per 
cent  ad  valorem.  Ineed  not  pursue  this  calon- 
lation  fnrther.  Every  gentleman  can  do  it  fbr 
himself',  and  he  wilt  discover  that  it  will  lead 
to  similar  results. 

In  my  opinion  no  oranbination  of  wool 
growers  and  wool  mannfoctnren,  should  ever 
attempt  to  dictate  a  tariff  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States.  They  wonld  be  more  than  men, 
if  self-interest  did  not  pr^ndioe  their  jndgment, 
and  csJl  forth  propositions  for  their  own  bene- 
fit, at  the  expense  of  the  community.  The 
argument,  therefore,  that  we  should  sustMn  this 
proposition,  because  it  emanated  fr>om  the 
Harrisbnrg  Convention,  is  not  entitled  to  mncji 
consideration ;  and  more  especially,  as  they  have 
recommended  a  departure  from  the  long-settled 
and  long-t^proved  policy  of  the  ooontry. 

The  gentleman  irom  MassochuseUs  (Ur. 
Bates)  has  asserted,  if  I  oiiderstood  hira  oor- 
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Kotir,  that  the  L^iHlaturB  of  PennsflTsnU 
have  sanctioned  and  recommended  tb«  proposi- 
tion of  the  Harrisbnrg  Oonvention  respecting 
woolleDB.  In  this  he  is  entirely  mistaken. 
The  LenBlatnre  of  that  State,  with  the  praoti- 
oal  wisdom  which  marka  ita  character,  have 
drawn  a  line  between  protection  and  prohibi- 
tion ;  and  whilst  tbej  have  recommended  the 
one,  thev  have  denonnced  the  other.  They 
bare  also  recommended  snch  a  tariff  as  will 

rrate  egnallj  both  upon  the  rich  and  npon 
poor.  This  can  nerer  be  the  case  under  a 
Bjstem  the  principle  of  which  ia  the  higher  the 
price  between  any  two  minimnma,  the  lower 
the  raie  of  dotj.  I  shall  read  a  tew  lines  from 
the  preamble  to  their  reeolQtioD«,  It  declarea, 
that  "  the  beet  int«r«etB  of  onr  conntry  demand, 
that  every  poanble  exertion  should  be  made  to 
proonre  the  panoge  of  an  act  of  Oongreea  im- 
po^g  snch  anties  ai  teill  enable  our  montt/iio- 
twvn  to  enter  into,^r  eon^tition  mlh/oreign 
matmfaetureri."  And  again :  "  tht  peopU  of 
Permii/hania  do  not  ath  far  tuch  a  tariff  at 
v<mld  teeure  to  any  one  elaee,  or  to  any  leetion 
i>ftheeoitntrf,amonopol!/.  They  want  a  system 
of  protection,  which  will  eitend  itablessinga  as 
wall  as  its  bnrdens,  as  eqnally  as  possible,  over 
every  part  of  the  Union — to  be  tmiform  in  its 
i^ration  upon  the  rich  as  well  as  the  poor." 

The  amendment  of  the  gentleman  fVom  Ver- 
mont, shonld  it  prevtm,  will  be  an  absolute  and 
immediate  prohibition  of  nearly  all  the  foreign 
woollens  which  are  worn  by  the  middle  and 
poorer  classes  of  the  people.  The  doth  which 
they  chiefly  nse,  costs  from  60  cents  to  $1  76 
per  square  yard  in  England.  All  this  class  of 
foreign  woollens  will  be  imniediately  cxcladed. 
As  soon  as  the  law  shall  begin  to  operate,  they 
will  be  snlgected  to  a  duty  of  $1  13  per  sqnare 
yard.  This  prohibition  will  annaally  become 
more  eitenaiye,  becanse  the  second  year  the 
dnty  will  be  increased  to  $1  26,  and  the  third 
year  to  $1  40  the  square  yard.  "When  it  shaU 
attmn  ite  mazimnm,  no  cloth  can  be  Imported 
which  will  cost  abroad  between  SO  cents  and 
$3  35  the  square  yard,  I  will  not  torn  to  the 
testimony  for  the  purpose  of  proving;  because 
it  is  within  the  recollection  of  all,  that  these 
are  the  cloths  which  are  worn  by  the  mass  of 
onr  feUow-citizens ;  they  are  the  cloths  exclu- 
sively worn  by  the  poor.  Are  the  committee 
prepared,  at  onoe,  to  prohibit  all  this  class  of 
woollens)  Although  I  am  willing  to  go  to  a 
reasonable  extent  m  protection,  yet  I  never 
ahall  consent,  atone  deadly  blow,  to  impose 
such  an  immense  tax  upon  my  constitDe&ta,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  woollen  mannfiMtnrers^  as 
this  amendment  contemplates.  It  is  true,  our 
country  is  capable  of  producing  wool  in  abnn- 
dance,  and  we.  may  soon  erect  factories  in  a 
sufficient  number  to  supply  the  domestic  de- 
mand, and  thus  reduce  the  price;  hut,  in  the 
mean  time,  the  people  would  be  compelled  to 
pay  extravagant  prices  for  articles  of  tLa  fint 
neoearity. 

I  have  another  remark  to  make  on  the  amend- 
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ment  now  before  us.  The  ^tleman  tma  Ver- 
mont has  dissolved  the  friendly  nnion  whiidi 
the  Harrisburg  Convention  had  established  be- 
tween the  wool  grower  and  the  woollen  mann- 
fiictnrer.  Whilst  he  baa  now  proposed  to  giv« 
the  wool  grower  an  additional  protecti<m  of 
only  30  per  cent  ad  valorem,  upon  the  importa- 
tion of  foreign  wool,  he  has  been  ar^ng  the 
committee  to  sustun  the  recommendation  of 
that  Convention  in  regard  to  woollena.  He  is 
willing  to  adopt  their  opinion  in  its  utmost  ex- 
tent, in  favor  of  the  mannfoctnrer,  whilst  he 
has  abandoned  it  in  regard  to  the  wool  grower. 
Borne  of  the  wool  growers  have  shown  so  much 
good  natnre  thronghont  this  transaction,  that  I 
should  not  be  astonished  to  hear  trom  them 
that  an  additional  ad  valorem  dnty  of  SO  per 
cent,  will  afford  them  more  protection  than 
the  dntr  proposed  by  that  convention.  I  do 
not  wiui  to  be  misonderstood.  t  think  the 
additional  protection  now  proposed  by  the  gen- 
tieman  fhun  Vermont,  sufficient  for  the  wool 
grower;  although  it  bears  no  proportirai  to 
his  proposition  m  favor  of  the  mannfustnrer. 
It  is  the  purpose  of  my  amendment  to  rednoe 
the  protection  which  he  wishes  to  extend  to 
the  manufacturer,  so  as  to  make  it  bear  a  inst 

groportion  to  that  which  he  has  proposea  in 
kvor  of  the  wool  grower. 
I  shall  now  undertake  to  prove,  that  the 
minimnms,  which  the  amendment  proposes, 
will  be  premiums  for  the  perpetration  of  ftand 
and  of  perjury.  Let  ns  take  a  single  example 
for  the  purpose  of  illnstfation.  The  importer 
of  a  square  yard  of  cloth  costing  fitly  cents. 
will  pay  a  dnty  upon  it  of  28  cents ;  but  should. 
it  cost  fifty-one  cents  instead  of  fifty,  the  dnty 
would  be  $1  40.  The  same  absurdity  will  be 
presented  at  and  near  each  of  the  minimam 
pointa.  What  an  induoement,  then,  does  this 
amendment  present  for  the  commission  of 
fraud )  If  the  importer  can,  by  any  meana,  in- 
troduoe  foreign  wootlena  into  this  county — 
which  cost  more  than  fifty  cents  abroad — at 
that  price,  or  under  it,  he  will  save  tl  19  per 
yard  in  the  duty.  This  will  be  a  direct  pre- 
mium of  $1  13  on  each  yard  for  the  eonmiis8io& 
of  fraud  and  of  peijnry.  It  preeente  the  strong- 
est temptation  to  the  importer  and  the  fbreiKn 
manufacturer  to  enter  into  a  coUnsion  for  the 
purpose  of  deceiving  the  custom-house  officers 
with  folse  invoices.  If  sucoeseftil  upon  s  rio- 
ele  heavy  importation,  they  wonld  divide  an 
immense  spoil.  We  complain  at  present 
of  fraudulent  invtncea,  below  the  real  price  of 
the  article,  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  a  por- 
tion of  the  ad  valorem  dnty.  If  snob  praoticea 
now  prevail,  of  which,  however,  I  have  heard 
no  satisfactory  evidence,  who  can  foresee  the 
frauds  and  the  perjuries  which  the  system  of 
minimums  recommended  hy  the  Earrisbni^ 
Convention  wiU  call  into  existence? 

It  has  been  said  that  they  (minimnms  on 
woollens)  are  sanctioned  by  the  example  of  the 
cotton  minimum  of  80  cents  per  square  yard. 
TUa  I  deny.    There  ia  a  strikmg  difference  b*- 
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IWMD  ■  rin^  muumnnt,  snoh  bb  eiiata,  ii 
btftMi  to  eotton  good^  and  &  graduated  scale  of 
nnBimimu  rinng  the  one  aboye  die  other,  saoh 
M  19  now  pK^poaed  in  regard  to  woollena. 
Wlwn  ibmn  to  but  one  mmimom  there  can 
be  DO  tMDptatian  to  otHiiiuH  fraud.  11  the  costs 
le  Mow  that  minlmam,  7011  pay  the  minimum 
i«tj\  if  abore  it,  yon  pay  a  duty  ad  Talorem. 
Coder  the  operalion  of  Uie  propceed  BjHtem  we 
bare  seen  thatr  if  joa  get  one  cent  above  the 
fiist  minimum,  it  makes  a  difference  of  $1  13  in 
the  iMj.  Bnt  if  the  cost  rises  above  the  sin- 
gle eotton  minimam,  the  aiiicle  pays  only  an 
■d  Takmm  dntj  of  80  per  cent.  There  is 
uotber  strong  ot^Aotton  to  tUs  system.  We 
an  tbe  repreaentMiTes  of  the  pecqtle ;  and  in 
passing  laws  for  th«r  QorenimeDt,  we  should 
maka  tbem  m  jdain  that  the  wayAuing  man  in 
the  wildeniesi  oonld  nnderatand  th«r  provia- 
iooa.  Ve  ban  no  right  to  render  them  nnin- 
telligiUe.  I  aak,  thai,  how  can  it  be  expected 
that  osr  eonatitnenta  will  nnderatand  the  effect 
of  these  miniminiis,  when  we  have  diffeied  so 
naob  ami»g  onndves  as  to  their  operation  t 

If  the  meMvre  propoeed  by  the  fiarrisbnrg 
Coorentioo  should  be  adopted,  t^ere  ia  great 
danger  that  it  may  give  birth  to  a  system  of 
■niigi^iQg  which  would  deprive  the  mannfac- 
tnrertrfalltfaeenoonragementwfaiohwe  intend- 
ed to  giro.  Under  that  proposition  the  one-half 
of  all  the  woollen  goods  imported  into  the 
oountty  would  pay  a  dnty  of  more  than  100 
ptt  ewt  What  a  temptation  would  this  pre- 
Katl  Oonwdering  tbe  vast  extent  of  our  ooast, 
the  people  of  the  United  States  would  be  more 
than  uHo,  if  Bome  of  them  ebonld  not  attempt 
to  reap  Uw  golden  harvest  which  smnggling 
would  nwent.  It  would  be  a  mirftole  if  aU 
AaalA  be  so  pure,  that  none  wonld  yield  to  the 
teniputi«i.  If  Ton  once  oormpt  the  morals  of 
the  people  in  thia  reepect,  it  will  be  like  the 
letting  out  of  waters.  It  will  at  last  over- 
whehn  all  the  protection  which  your  laws  in- 
tended to  afford  to  domcatio  mano&otnres. 

If  yoD  wish  to  adopt  a  prohibitory  iyetem 
yoa  have  not  adeotcd  the  proper  oourse.  Ton 
ttenld  follow  the  example  of  Napoleon.  You 
AooU  paea  *  direct  prohibition,  and  confiscate 
aJ  ban  all  foreign  woollens  which  yon  can 
fad  in  tlie  oonntry,  Thto  ia  the  only  mode  by 
whidi  yon  can  carry  prohibitory  laws  into 
sSwt.  As  long  as  yon  pennit  goods  to  ent«r 
tbe  eotoitry  at  all,  ^  higher  your  duties,  the 
peater  die  temptation  to  evade  them.  Let  us, 
HMB,  tnad  in  tbe  pUn  path  of  our  predeceseoFs. 
Tbe  da^y  ia  now  Sft^  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 
Let  as  niae  it  ao  mndi  aa  to  afford  a  &ir  pro- 
tMtioa  to  the  woollen  manufacturers.  The 
IM^  win  theei  nnderatand  what  we  are  doing. 
This  has  ever  been  my  pinion.  I  was  pre- 
Mred  to  aay  mneh  more^  but  shall  refrwn.  I 
»•  petfnined  a  duty  vhiob  I  owed  both  to 
nj  emstitnenta  and  myself  in  moving  to  strike 
•at  theae  mlnimunia.  I  will  not  say  that  I 
*U1  vote  in  bvor  of  no  bill  which  aball  oon- 
tn  ainimnnis;  but  if  I  ehotad,IshBU  doit 


with  rduotance.  I  have  eiamined  the  Ull 
reported  by  the  committee  with  the  utmost 
care;  I  have  taken  the  half-way  points  be- 
tween the  minimoma,  end  have  considered  the 
effect  of  the  bill,  l>otli  betow  and  above  them ; 
and  I  have  arrived  at  the  ccucliurion,  that  the 
bill,  if  it  could  be  fairly  executed,  wonld  afford 
more  prot«otion  than  an  additional  dnty  of  15 
per  cent,  od  valorem ;  although  at  the  mini- 
mum points  the  increase  of  ad  valorem  duty  is 
but  small.  I  shall  not  trespow  further  upon  the 
patience  of  the  committee. 

After  a  short  answer  from  Ur.  Davib,  of 
UasBachnsetta,  the  qoestion  was  token  on  the 
amendment  of  Ur.  Bdohahan,  and  r^eoted 
without  a  count. 

Kr.  "Mthbh  thm  moved  the  following  ameod- 

Btrike  out  the  first,  seoond,  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  tutd  siztb  porographa,  of  tbe  amendment, 
and  ioaert — 

^  FirtL  On  wool  nunu&etnred,  forty  pet  cent. 
»d  Talorem.  And  all  wool  imported  on  the  skin 
shall  be  estimated  u  to  weight  and  value,  and  shall 
pay  the  nme  rate  of  duty  u  other  wool 

"Sttond.  On  all  m*un&cturea  of  wool,  or  o( 
which  •oolshall  be  a  component  part,  (except  woi»> 
ted  stuff  gooda,  blankela,  bombazinea,  hosiery, 
mitts,  glovee,  caps,  and  bindings,)  forty  per  cent. 
■d  vslorem." 


The  qnestiott  then  recurred  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  Mallabt,  and  that,  also,  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ayes  VJ,  noes  BS. 

TrxsDAT,  April  1. 
Xotinttd  VolunUen  for  eA#  Indiant. 

Ur.  DcHouf  submitted  the  following : 

Bnolted,  That  tbe  Committee  on  Uililary  Aftairs 
be  instructed  to  Inquire  into  the  eipediency  of  at- 
taching to  the  army  of  the  United  Sutes,  eight  com- 
paoiee  of  mounted  volunteer  gun-men,  to  be  sta- 
tioned 00  tbe  weetem  frontier  of  the  United  9lstea, 
and  of  disbanding,  from  the  present  peace  establlah* 
ment,  one  regiment  of  infantry. 

The  resolution  was  n^atived ;  but,  after- 
warda,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Oilmbs,  the  voto  was 
reconsidered. 

Ur.  DuKouf  said  he  considered  the  change 
in  tbe  army  which  was  oontomplated  by  the 
resolution  he  had  submitted,  was  one  tnvery 
great  importance,  and  eepeoially  so  to  the  set- 
tiera  on  the  westom  firontier  of  the  United 
States,  who  had  so  often  suffered  for  want  of  a 
more  efficient  protection  from  the  armies  of  the 
United  Statea.  He  said  it  was  a  fact  wdl 
known,  that  the  Indiana  do  not  dread  an  army 
of  foot  soldiers,  or  anr  number  of  troops  sta- 
tioned in  the  forts  tm  the  line :  that  small  par- 
ties of  Indiana  were  frequently  known  to  pass 
by  those  forts  with  impunity,  and  commit  the 
most  shocking  outrages  upon  the  defenoeleaa 
ddzena,  and  make  their  escape  nuhurL 
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He  said  he  was  aware  that  tLe  House  would 
receive,  with  relnctance,  an;  propoeitii 
make  a  material  change  in  an  unportent  branch 
of  the  Government,  without  the  moat  oonclu' 
rive  proof  of  the  necearit;  or  propriety  of  sneh 
a  change,  in  cone^nenoe  of  which,  he  had 
written  to  General  G^es  and  Governor  Caes 
npon  the  sntgect,  knowing  them  both  to  be  tn- 
timat«l7  aoqnaJnted  with  ever;  thing  which 
relates  to  the  defence  of  onr  wcHtem  frontier. 
He  fX&A  he  had  received  their  answers ;  and 
moved  that  the  correspondence  with  them  be 
printed ;  which  waa  a^-eed  to. 

The  resolation  was  ^opted. 

Th«]aU  Qenerai  Brown. 


relief  of  Mrs.  Brown.  The  motion  prevailed 
— jeaa  7S,  noee  60. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  T^trax,  two  letters  were 
read  at  the  Clerk's  table,  one  giving  a  state- 
ment of  General  Brown's  pecnniary  affairs , 
the  other  on  the  natnre  of  nia  disease,  and  its 
connection  with  the  ezposnre  he  had  endured 
in  his  last  oampugn. 

Ur.  Y*Nca  then  node  a  few  observations  in 
support  of  the  bill.  He  stated  that  the  main 
qaeetion  for  the  consideration  of  tlie  committee, 
was,  "  Is  the  family  of  the  late  M^or  Gen. 
Brown  in  want  of  the  ordinaiy  means  of  Bnp- 
port!  and  if  so,  is  it  innovating  too  mnch  on 
the  practice  of  the  House  to  grant  those  means 
of  snpport  ?  "  Would  anch  an  appropriation  be 
Bustamed  b;  the  previous  legislation  of  Congress! 

He  had  entered  into  an  examination  of  the 
laws  of  Congress,  and  had  found  that  such  had 
been  the  practice  irom  the  very  commencement 
of  the  Government.  Even  the  very  next  year 
aAer  the  adoption  of  the  oonstitntioii,  laws,  not 
indeed  precisely  similar  to  this,  but  more  favor- 
able to  the  widow,  had  been  enacted.  He  re- 
ferred the  committee  to  page  181  of  the  2d  vol- 
nme  of  the  Laws  of  the  United  Btatea,  for  the 
act,  approved  in  August,  1T90,  by  which  Lady 
Stirling,  the  widow  of  a  Mqor  General,  re- 
ceived seven  years  half  pay.  By  the  same  act, 
the  daughter  of  Lient.  Colonel  Laurens  re- 
ceived the  same  grant  of  seven  years  half  pay 
of  a  Lieutenant  Colonel.  There  had  also  been 
passed  another  act,  which  he  would  read.  It 
was  "  an  Act  authorisng  the  payment  of  $4,CXX) 
for  the  Qse  of  the  daughters  of  the  late  Connt 
De  Graase."  This  was  an  appropriation  of 
)1,000  to  each  of  the  daughters  of  the  Connt. 
This  act  was  continued,  in  17S8,  giving  an  ad- 
ditdon.  It  waa  dear,  therefore,  that  this  bill 
established  no  new  principle. 

He  hoped  that,  without  going  into  any  dis- 
cossioD,  the  committee  woud  rise  and  report 
the  bm.  - 

Ur.  WioKLiFR  said  he  rose  to  perfbrm  an 
important  task,  in  expressing  his  opinion  that 
the  Honse  ooold  not,  conristently  wittk  its  prac- 
tice, pass  this  bill.  It  was  not  sustained  by 
any  fbmwr  [HVcedent    Qeaeral  Brown  was  a 


[Uaxch,  1828. 

distingnished  soldier,  and  hia  death  was  truly 
lamented.  He  had  been  reduced  in  his  oircnm- 
Btanoee  by  a  depredation  of  hia  property,  in 
consequence  of  the  fluctuations  of  commeroe, 
and  had  died  indebted,  and  in  a  state  of  pov- 
erty. But  this  bill  is  not  for  a  pension.  It  ia 
a  bill  for  a  gratuity ;  and  if  it  be  granted,  it 
would  he  imposfflble  for  the  House  to  refuse 
the  same  to  every  soldier  who  might  die  under 
similar  circonutanoes.  If  any  soldier  ahoold 
hereafter  die  in  similar  distress  and  with  idmi- 
lar  ctaima,  how  oould  Congress  say  they  woold 
not  grant  it  t 

lb,  Tanox  wished  to  state  an  additional 
&ot.  It  bad  been  the  enstom  to  pay  gr^ni- 
tiea  and  penrions  to  the  widows  and  orphani  of 
soldiers  \  and  there  was  not  a  member  on  the 
floor  who  would  say  that  any  officer  or  aoldier 
having  performed  the  servioes  of  Genera] 
Brown,  who  should  apply  for  a  gratuity,  shonld 
not  obtun  it.  If  be  was  poor  and  destitute,  be, 
for  one,  would  say  tlist  he  shonld  obtain  it ; 
and  there  was  no  law  which  was  more  ap- 
proved throughout  the  oountry,  than  that 
which  gave  Ave  years  pay  to  the  widows  of 
the  soldiera  who  fell  in  the  war.  He  would 
refer  to  a  particular  case — that  of  Col.  Hard- 
ing, who  was,  he  believed,  a  relative  of  tha 
gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who  was  killed  in 
1TS7,  on  the  banks  of  the  Miami ;  and  whose 
widows  and  children  received  a  pension  of  4G0 
dollars  for  seven  years.  This  was  not  all.  The 
Congress  of  the  United  States,  in  1798,  when  ft 
non-oontractor,  while  pushing  on  supplies  to 
Kajor  General  Wayne,  was  killed,  provided  for 
his  widow.  The  practice,  therefore,  was  shown 
in  almost  every  page  of  the  statute  book.  He 
reminded  the  committee  that  this  was  a  mere 
gratuity,  and  of  that  kind  which  the  coimtc; 
would  sustain  in  reference  to  a  man  who  had 
sacrificed  his  life  for  the  publia  defence.  He 
wonld  not  take  it  upon  himself  to  say  that 
General  Brown  was  superior  to  any  other  offi- 
oer  in  the  country ;  but  he  wonld  say  this,  that 
he  had  performed  services  ei^al  to  any  other. 
It  was  not  only  ot  Chippewa,  Bridgewater,  and 
Fort  Erie,  that  ho  had  distinguished  himself: 
hut  in  sustaining  his  perishing  army  at  FVenoh 
Mills,  where  hundred  were  frozen  to  deatli, 
when  he  kept  down  the  rising  mutiny,  as  much 
among  the  officers  as  the  men,  and  when  sub- 
alterns rose  at  once  to  the  rank  of  mqjors,  that 
he  had  l^d  his  strongest  claim  to  the  gratitude 
of  his  country. 

Mr.  WioKLiFTB  add  he  fbond  himself  obliged 
to  say  a  few  words,  as  a  peculiar  reference  hod 
been  made  to  him,  and  to  the  gratuity  granted 
to  the  family  of  Col.  Harding.  That  officer  did 
not  die  in  a  time  of  peace,  while  in  the  poaaes- 
of  a  handsome  salary ;  but  was  eataifleed, 
savage  ooontry,  while  carrying  into  exeott- 
tioQ  what  waa  ranuned  to  be  the  mad  <»dera 
of  his  commander. 

Being  thos  destroyed  while  in  ti)e  execotion 
of  the  orders  of  the  Government,  tiie  Govern- 
ment did  grant  a  gratol^  to  hia  orphans  nntQ 
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Oaj  ihoald  be  able  to  take  cue  of  themselrea. 
Thig  «u  ■  Teiy  ilifferent  cue.  If  the  present 
^qilicatioa  were  for  a  penuon,  in  eoDseqaence 
d  wodhiIb  receiTed  in  aerrioe,  it  wonld  Bt&nd 
M  k  different  principle.  Bat  it  was  not  so. 
Tbt  principle  on  which  the  other  cases  had 
been  granted,  aroee  ont  of  the  pension  law. 
Whenver  a  gratait;r  l»d  been  made,  it  was 
either  because  of  serrioes  which  bad  not  been 
oonuiensated,  or  aacrifioee  of  life  while  on  pub- 
lic ivtj. 

Mr.  IfoDupPot  said  it  was  tme,  and  he  was 
^id  it  was  so,  that  this  nnfbrhmate  lady  had 
not  pwented  au^  memorial  It  was  a  case  in 
which  he  hoped  to  have  seen  a  Tolimtarf  man- 
ifuta^Mi  of  the  liberalit;  belon^ng  to  the  na- 
ticHi.  He  was  sorry  that  the  gentleman  traoi 
Karrland  should  even  have  supposed  that  a 
memorial  was  presented.  Who  wonld  have 
been  Uie  metnonaliat !  A  lad;,  a  female,  with 
aQ  the  delicate  feelings  belonging  to  her  ser; 
one  who  woold  rather  perish  than  oome  here 
to  ask  joor  charitr.  Shall  we  be  told,  when 
millions  are  abont  to  be  voted  into  the  pockets 
of  wealth;  capitalists,  becaote  they  have  a^ 
proacbed  as  with  memorials,  that  this  female  u 
to  bare  her  claim  rejected,  because  she  has  sent 
no  memoiial  t  He  would  tell  the  gentleman 
that  he  wonld  never  snstaiu  a  claim  SDpfiort«d 
bf  a  memorial,  which  he  conld  not  vote  for,  if 
it  came  here  without  a  memorial.  The  arra- 
m«u  is  in  favor  of  the  clum.  On  what  is  ^is 
dnm  founded  I  Qeneral  Brown  contracted  a 
dimes  in  the  pnhlic  ■srrioe  which  terminated 
in  bis  death.  The  document  which  had  been 
read  ihows  that  his  disease  was  a  paralysis 
whidi  destroyed  his  faculties,  and  which  was 
caused  by  Ae  woimds  he  received  in  war.  It 
also  q>pears  that  he  was  in  afflaent  circnm- 
itance^  orevions  to  his  entering  the  servioe, 
hit  that  ne  had  sabseqaently  become  involved, 
nd  had  now  left  his  family  deetitnte.  The  fkct 
no*  is,  and  it  was  derived  from  the  best  aa- 
tbcfity,  that  Urs.  Brown  is  left  with  a  £unily  of 
noall  children,  destitute  of  the  means  of  ednca- 
tioo,  or  even  of  present  support.  Had  General 
Broim  been  laid  on  the  bed  of  sickness  for 
twdve  mcmths,  we  shonld  have  pud  him  his 
■laiy  sod  allowances.  As  he  died,  his  salary 
on^t  to  be  ^ven  to  his  &mily.  The  nsoal 
metiee  in  the  departments,  is  to  0ve  to  the 
tnuij  aqnarter's  salary.  This  bill  only  extends 
th«  principle  a  little  mrtber.  As  to  precedent, 
he  woold  only  say,  if  the  oltdm  could  not  be 
ni^tvted  on  its  own  merits,  withont  the  aid 
(fpreoedent,  he  would  not  vote  for  it  merely 
bttsnie  precedents  conld  be  quoted  to  support 
it ;  bat,  resting  on  a  soffident  basis  of  meri^  he 
wmld  vote  for  it  if  a  thonssud  precedents  could 
be  produced  against  it. 

Mi.  Ccupxpib  said  he  ccondded  with  the 
gwihrnsn  who  had  last  qmkeo  in  the  propriety 
of  the  claim,  and  on  that  ground  he  diould  vote 
fut  it  He  had  always  been  independent 
■Mo^  to  divegard  precedents  in  his  course, 
iod  M  should  o^itinoe  to  do  so. 


[H.  or  B. 

Mr.  LtviKoatoir  s^d  he  shonld  vote  for  the 
bill  as  a  matter  of  duty.  It  had  ^ven  him 
great  pleasure  to  perceive  that  the  principle  on 
which  the  bill  was  founded  was  not  contested, 
and  that  it  was  thas  admitted  to  be  proper  to 
recompense  not  only  those  who  serve,  but  those 
who  aepeud  npon  them ;  that  Congress  msy 
smooth  the  pillow  of  the  dying  patriot,  as  weU 
as  the  KlonoQS  bed  of  the  expiring  soldier. 
This  had  not  been  contested.  The  gentleman 
from  Kentucky  had  sdd  it  was  proper  to  reward 
the  families  of  those  who  died  in  service. 
Does  the  ciroumstanoe  of  dying  in  service  ren- 
der a  man  more  deserving  t  We  reward  him 
because  of  the  services  he  renders,  and  not 
because  he  dies ;  it  is  not  his  deatn,  but  his 
services  that  we  recompense.  The  same  gen- 
tleman had  warned  the  committee  to  look  at  all 
the  consequences  of  the  measure.  If  you  give 
in  this  case,  he  had  asked  if  we  conld  refuse  to 
others  )  Yes,  we  may  properly,  justly  refiise, 
if  the  merila  of  the  case  are  not  sufficient.  We 
are  never  bound  by  precedent  to  do  wrong. 
The  principle  is  to  reward  the  faithftal  services 
of  an  offioer  whose  family  is  destitute.  This 
can  be  no  precedent  for  other  cases,  unless  thoy 
are  precisely  similar.  When  any  such  shaU 
oome  before  ns,  he  would  say,  with  all  hia 
heart,  that  we  ought  to  be  bound  to  act  in  a 
similar  manner.  Show  him  a  man  whose  ser- 
vices are  equal  to  those  of  General  Brown,  the 
wants  of  whose  family  are  as  great,  and  he 
should  not  consider  it  a  profuse  act  to  put  his 
hand  in  the  treasury  to  save  his  family  ttaca. 
the  miseries  of  want.  This  was  the  reason 
which  wonld  govern  his  vote  in  favor  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  OiutxK  stated  that  an  important  princi- 
ple was  involved  in  this  bill.  He  contended 
that  the  House  had  no  power  to  do  acts  of  par- 
tial legislation.  If  it  was  right  that  this  re- 
ward shonld  be  given  at  all,  it  ought  to  be  done 
by  the  passage  of  a  general  law  providing  that 
all  the  widows  of  those  who  die  in  siroilar 
sitnationB  should  be  entitled  to  the  same  privi- 
leges. Inthisconntry  we  knov  no  distinctions. 
If  Mrs.  Brown  be  entitled  to  this  provision, 
the  widow  of  every  patriotic  officer  who  dies 
poor  is  entitled.  Mrs.  Brown  is  not  known  to 
the  law.  Before  this  chum  came  here,  was 
there  any  gentieman  disposed  to  present  a  pro- 


would  h 

cause  it  is  brought  up  only  in  an  individual 
case.  We  have  no  special  privil^es  here.  The 
gentleman  from  Louisiana  says  the  true  princi- 
ple is  to  reward  patriotism.  If  an  ofBcer  goea 
into  the  service,  he  receives  rank  and  compen- 
sation in  money.  Butthe  reward  of  patriotism 
is  not  money.  Its  reward  is  honor,  rank,  and 
the  glory  of  the  coontry.  Has  not  General 
Brown  been  rewarded?  If  he  had  rendered 
distinguished  services,  he  had  received  distin- 
guished rewards.    He  had  been  placed  at  the 


dbyGoogle 


ABEIDOMEKT  OB  THE 


rR] 


head  of  the  mnnj ;  be  had  receiTed  u  liberal  a 
oompeosatioii  aa  tiie  country  had  the  power  to 
give  him. 

It  waa  said  that  he  died  in  ooDBeqnence  of  a 
paralfiis.  Wliat  reward  bad  be  reoeived  einoe 
he  wM  attacked  bj  that  diaeasel  Did  the 
coontrj  deprive  bim  of  his  commaod  in  oome- 
qaence)  He  did  not  mean  to  tAj  that  the 
ODiintry  woold  have  been  Justified  in  doiDf  eo ; 
but  it  waa  a  liberal  eztenMon  of  reward,  "niere 
was  no  patriotjun  in  remainiog  in  tbe  army. 
No  one  wonid  have  been  considered  onpatriotie 
in  leavinR  it.  We  have  no  teatimon;  that  be 
aaorificed  a  dollar  in  the  pnblio  iervice.  If  it 
ooold  t>e  ahown  that  he  bad  done  bo,  a  liberal 
and  grateful  oonntr;  would  alwaya  give  a  re- 


Let  the  genttemen  who  adTooate  this  bill  draft 
a  law,  having  a  retroq>eot  and  proepective 
effect ;  and  see  if  Congress  will  pass  iL  He 
did  not  doubt  that  tbe  family  of  General  Brown 
deserved  onr  sympathy.  Bnt  he  waa  averse  to 
making  money  the  reward  of  patriotism.  Hrs. 
Brown  feit  Uie  dignity  of  her  own  Mtoation, 
She  would  not  now  excbanKe  it  for  any  other ; 
and  in  that  feeling  she  finds  her  best  reward 
He  contended  that  we  have  no  right  to  legialate 
for  individuals.  To  grant  this  appropriation 
would  not  add  to  tbe  strength  of  onr  military 
power ;  if  it  would,  the  principle  ahoold  be 
made  general,  and  passed  in  that  form. 

Ur.XrrcLX  said  tlut  if  he  viewed  this  meas- 
nre  in.  tbe  eame  light  as  the  gentleman  fWim 
Georgia  did,  he  should  vote  acainat  the  bill. 
Bnt  be  fonnd  a  precedent  for  the  principle  in 
the  law  giving  five  years'  pension  to  the  widows 
of  those  who  fell  in  the  war.  They  have  re- 
oeived that  pension.  The  disease  of  which 
General  Brown  died,  was  contracted  in  the 
army,  while  in  &e  line  of  dnty.  If  gentlemen 
would  take  the  trooble  to  examine,  they  wonld 
find  many  provided  for,  whose  hnsbands  died  in 
oonseqaenoe  of  disease  oontracted  in  service. 
It  is  trae  they  have  memorialiced  Congress. 
Liberality  has  been  meted  ont  to  them  in  many 
instances.  The  loss  of  General  Brown  has 
placed  bis  widow  in  a  sitoation  of  great  dis- 
tress. Be  did  not  aay  it  to  excite  sympathy, 
bnt  to  state  the  fact,  that  Mrs.  Brown  bad 
been  left  in  such  indigent  cironmstanoea,  that, 
to  nse  a  military  term,  her  children  are  billeted 
ODt  among  her  Mends. 

Mr.  LiviRoaTOM  wished  to  make  a  remark  or 
two  in  reply  to  the  gentleman  tram  Georgia, 
who  bad^ot  the  qnestion — "Is  patriotism  to 
be  rewarded  by  gold ) "  He  wonld  say,  no. 
He  knew  of  a  higher  reward,  as  well  as  the 
gentleman  from  Geor^  did.  Those  who  de- 
vote their  lives  to  their  conntry,  are  not  ao- 
toated  by  snch  paltry  motivea.  Bnt  that  con- 
eideration  on^t  not  to  prevent  ns  from  doing 
onr  dnty.  When  onr  patriotic  citizens  hare 
yielded  their  lives,  are  we  to  say  wo  have  given 
them  a  snffloient  reward  in  Uie  glory  which 
tliey  have  achieved  ?  Is  this  to  be  the  reward  7 
—the  only  reward  I    Yes,  sud  the  gentteman 
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from  Georgia — that  is  their  reward.  If  the 
power  of  giving  rewards  of  a  different  kind  be 
the  only  badge  of  tyranny,  it  is  so  bright  a 
badge  that  it  may  almost  reconcile  repnblics  to 
it.  Does  it  oppress  anyt  Cert^ly  not  the 
olnecte  which  it  relieves.  Where  is  the  dtizea 
who  has  ever  cast  censnre  on  Congress  for  acta 
of  beneficence  like  this,  or  who  ever  blames 
BDch  acta  i  The  gentleman  &om  Georgia  said 
the  principle  was  only  correct  as  a  genial  onci, 
if  it  waa  right  at  all ;  bnt  that  it  was  not  right 
as  regards  individnals.  Why  this  distinctdon  1 
If  we  have  the  power  to  make  a  law  for  all, 
have  we  not  tbe  smaller  power  to  make  a  lav 
to  recompense  an  individual  I  If  we  have  the 
general  ngbt,  we  have  sorely  the  smaller  right 
of  selection.  Onr  whole  course  of  legislation 
has  been  selecting  individnals.  We  have  now 
a  hundred  bills  on  oar  table  for  the  relief  of  in- 
dividnals, and  we  are  daily  adding  to  them. 
Yet  according  to  the  gentleman  from  Georgia, 
we  dionld  only  give  general  relief.  He  con- 
cluded with  flomestinK  that  we  should  act  upon 
the  cases  whi(£  came  before  ns,  seize  the  pres- 
ent moment,  and  not  leave  tbe  poor  widow  to 
starve  on  the  glory  which  her  husband  had  aa> 

Mr.  8.  WnoHT  wished  to  state  (me  or  two 
facte.  Not  only  was  General  Brown  a  native 
of  hie  State,  but  of  the  very  district  which  he 
represented :  and  he  could  not  sit  ulentl;  on 
this  occasion.  When  tbe  last  war  commenced. 
General  Brown  was  a  peacefal  farmer,  living 
on  hia  farm,  independent  of  creditor,  of  povertj 
and  of  distress,  with  bis  family  about  him.  Aa 
the  war  advanced,  the  conntry  in  which  he  re- 
sided became  a  military  post,  and  his  neighbor- 
hood was  attacked  by  tbe  enemy.  He  waa 
then  under  tbe  State  antfaority,  a  brigadier  gen- 
eral of  militia.  He  called  his  brigade  to  the 
point  of  attack.  Of  his  actions  there  he  wonld 
say  no  more  than  that  the  enemy  disappeared, 
and  the  poet  was  saved.  If  that  was  patriotism 
it  was  not  for  bim  to  say.  He  left  it  for  those 
of  greater  experience  to  determine.  This  aot 
drew  upon  bun  the  attention  of  the  Govern- 
ment. He  disregarded  his  own  comfort  and 
the  welfare  of  ms  Eamily,  and  accepted  the 
poet  ofitered  to  him.  Tbe  facta  which  after- 
wards oocnrred  are  too  deep  in  the  recdleotion 
of  the  conntry  to  require  to  be  repeated. 
What  followed  f  In  tbe  reduction  of  the  army. 
General  Brown  waa  appointed  commander. 
His  dnty  required  him  to  remove  with  his  fiun- 
ily  to  this  city.  He  knew  him  well  when  he 
removed.  He  rickened  and  died,  wbetbw  in 
consequence  of  his  wounds  he  conudered  im- 
material. If  he  had  done  ill,  he  bad  gMM  to 
render  his  account ;  if  he  had  done  welL  he 
seeks  not  of  this  committee  hia  reward.  It  ia 
bis  needy,  impoverished  family  who  oonM  to 
US.  Are  they  asking  affluence  of  na  t  No,  only 
the  remainder  of  tbe  salary  of  the  husband  and 
father  for  a  single  year.  The  simple  queetaon 
is,  shall  this  family,  stepping  from  the  highest 
circle  of  military  rank,  go  begging  through  Uia 
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mmtrr  hi  the  epot  were  thtif  luve  friends  t 
It  wu  not  a  qnesdon  whieh  h«  would  oonseDt 
to  d«Awte— it  wu  one  for  feeing  onlj. 

lb.  UoDniTm  rose  to  ofibr  a  few  words  in 
leptj  to  the  geatleman  from  Oeorgi*.  That 
gcouemin  uemed  to  soppoee  that  we  have  no 
power  to  legislate  for  particnlar  oasee,  although 
we  kave  the  power  to  legiilate  generallj.  He 
wnld  like  to  know  on  what  principle  the  gen- 
tlemao  eonld  make  np  hie  imnd  to  vote  for  a 
hundred  oMM,  and  not  for  one  t  He  preaomed 
the  geatleman  from  Georgia  meaot  that  Ooa- 
gitia  h^  no  power  to  give  a  gprataitj — bat 
mlr  to  Tecompenie  ierrioes.    The  penMon  law 


r  had  GoogreH  to  grant  this?  Bid  we 
OipBlata  bj  oontract,  to  do  this — to  give  t^is 
gratiD^I  There  ia  no  principle  wUoh  will 
RHlaiD  thepHMon  law,  uiat  wdl  not  also  eu- 
tain  diia.  Why  hM  Ocmgreaa  given  »  peooon 
of  Bn  jears'  p^  to  the  widows  <tf  tho>e  who 
fill  ia  aerriMt  Tbwe  is  no  law  bindina  m 
Ooagreaa  to  do  tJiis;  there  ia  none  required, 
hot  the  law  of  the  hnman  heart,  to  which  when 
we  ne  here  inaenaiUe,  we  shall  be  iinworth5 
of  pahlie  tmst.  If  General  Brown  had  ^ed  in 
war,  his  widow  would  have  been  entitled  to 
the  pMidon  of  fire  rears'  pa;r-  ^e  gentlenuu 
from  lbi7laiHl  wsa  mistakra  in  supposing  that 
atj  distiiutioaa  exist  which  areii^orioas  to  the 
•eklier.  Urfiag  in  time  of  peace  oannot  affect 
the  jostiee  of  tbe  oUm.  In  referenee  to  some 
other  rwncrka  which  bad  been  made,  that  gen- 
tleneD  wonU  giTs  their  own,  bnt  not  the  pnb- 
liomiaM;,  ha  oonaidNed  this  idea  fbnnded  (m 
a  mitfaka  u  to  the  relation  in  which  the  rMire- 
Matatire  Mood  to  tin  oonstitaent.  He  asked 
how  it  would  re«d  in  hirtOT7.  Q«l  Brown,  the 
iomartal  hero  of  Ohippewa,  one  of  the  most 
^eriow  batttee  erer  fongbt  in  the  open  field, 
ttatnoted  a  disease,  he  became  embarrassed, 
wkoKd,  and  died.  He  left  a  tanaij  in  waoL 
i  propoattMxi  waa  made  in  this  rcpnblican 


OodM,  t 
rtars  salar 


„     .  J  the  sneers  of  tTrant^ 

that  rtpoWca  are  al  wa^a  nngratefid,  refnsed 
lia  haa^  and  the  widow  of  tnis  officer  went 
beg^Bg  diroo^  the  ooantrr  to  her  friends. 
He  Mbd  what  his  oonitdtiieitta  would  say  to 
biiB,  if  he  went  home  widi  an  eioose  that  he 
eesU  not  nve  aw^  their  mone^ !  We  are 
tAed  tar  wiiat  ia  less  than  one-tenth  of  a  cent 
fcr  tvKj  (dtiaen.  As  long  as  he  was  here  he 
voold  endearor  to  perform  his  duty  aooording 
to  bia  viewa  of  oorreot  prinoiplea.  He  betieTed 
b  was  right  in  voting  for  this  bill,  and  that 
he  had  not  a  eonsiitnent  who  woold  not  deem 
Uaailf  graced,  did  he  rote  agtinst  it 

Kr.  GnjOB  loade  a  repl;f — iha  oommnioe- 
■sat  of  whieh  onr  reporter  did  not  hear.  He 
RMad  that  the  pension  law  was  not  analogons 
K  its  prioeiple.  The  soldiers  provided  for  bj 
thst  law  had  not  been  paid  for  their  Berrioes. 


Th&f  were  militia.  The  militia  who  fonght 
under  Harion,  in  Sonth  Carolina,  were  not  paid. 
The  principle  therefore  in  whidi  this  law  waa 
foDnded,  was  not  the  same  as  was  laid  down 
bj  the  gentleman  from  Boath  Oarollna.  The 
GoTemment  was  under  an  obligation  to  place 
the  militia  on  the  footing  of  the  regular  armj. 

If  this  bill  was  to  pass,  those  who  die  in  civil 
offices,  in  a  state  of  poverty,  will  be  entitled  to 
tbe  same  oonsideratton  for  th^  Eamiliea.  He 
denied  the  power  of  tbe  Government  to  reward 
the  motive  of  action.  A  different  reward 
awaits  it.  He  stated  that  the  trite  axiom  rela- 
tive to  tbe  Ingratttade  of  repnblios,  had  driven 
OS  into  the  most  wanton  extravagance.  If  anv 
of  the  officers  of  the  Government  were  not  snf- 
fioientlj  paid,  be  was  willing  to  Increase  their 
saUries ;  but  he  would  not  make  partionlar  ex- 
oeptions,  nor  sqnander  money  on  peonliai  oases. 
Aooording  to  his  view  of  the  oonetitntion,  no 
monev  oonld  be  appropriated  but  wltliln  the 
q>ednc  meaning  of  that  instroment.  He  re- 
peated the  ai^nments  he  had  before  used ;  de- 
nying the  power  of  the  Qovemment  to  adopt  a 
principle  wf  this  kind,  unless  it  oonld  be  ^own 
to  strengthen  the  military  power  of  the  coon- 
try,  and  if  it  conld,  that  Uie  prindple  onght  to 
be  embodied  in  a  general  law, 

Mr.  Floyd  muS  be  was  in  hopes  that  the 
vote  would  have  been  taken  on  this  bill  with- 
out debate.  Bat,  as  a  different  course  had  been 
pnrsued,  be  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  a 
few  observations  in  Joatificstion  of  the  vote  he 
was  about  to  ^ve.  He  then  proceeded  to  make 
some  runarks  on  what  had  fallen  from  gentle- 
men who  had  preceded  him,  in  the  coorse  of 
which  he  was  oorreoted  by  the  gentleman  from 
Louisiana,  whose  observations  he  had  misun- 
derstood. He  said,  if  gentlemen  who  intend  to 
vot«  for  the  bill  conld  reconoile  it  to  their  con- 
stmotions  of  oonstitntional  law,  it  lay  between 
them  and  their  constituents.  The  geutleman* 
from  Bonth  Carolina  had  estimated  the  tax  on 
his  oonatituenta  at  one-tenth  of  a  cent;  but  if 
it  were  leas  than  that,  he  would  give  what  he 
had  no  right  to  give  onder  the  oonstitutitatal 
law.  It  waa  made  ao  argument  in  lavt^  of  the 
bill,  that  we  should  not  mve  grants  an  oooauon 
to  tannt  repnblioa  wiUi  iagrs^tmie.  What 
would  history  say  of  ns,  if  f^  fbar  c^  ^ranta, 
we  conaent  to  tear  out  tins  leaf  of  onroonatitn- 
tiont 

When  yon  oome  to  vote  money  for  those  who 
are  disabled  in  war,  it  is  a  part  of  oar  contract 
vrith  them.  I*  this  a  parallel  case?  When 
swords  and  "^"l",  ana  votes  of  thanks  are 
given,  are  these  no  reward  I  What  higher  re- 
ward can  be  ^ven  to  hnman  beings  than  the 
tlumks  of  a  nation  I  Would  the  paltry  peniioo 
given  to  an  English  nobleman  compare  with  it) 
Are  not  the  laarela  ot  the  Doke  ot  Wellington 
tarnished  by  his  beocMuing  a  pendoner  t 

ytr.  Outsoir,  of  North  Carolina,  add,  Ijiat  his 
friend  from  Virginia  (JCr.  Flotd)  bad  remarkr 
ed,  that  General  Brown  had  reaped  a  golden 
harvest  of  honor  by  the  vote  of  thAoka  frwn 
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Congreaa,  and  t,  vote  of  a  sword  and  medal,  as 
a  reward  for  the  servioes  he  had  rendered  his 
coontrj.  Sir,  Mid  ]fr.  C,  they  are  immortal 
hoDOrs,  and  BQch  as  I  would  give  my  life  to  be 
worthy  of.  Bat  those  votes  Hhow  that  the  ser- 
vices of  General  Brown  merit  reward,  and  call 
upon  that  country,  in  whoee  service  hh  life  was 
aaoriflced,  to  render  some  relief  to  bis  widow  and 
bis  tittle  children.  8ir,  they  are  pennileas- 
the  evidence  b  before  ns  of  that  fact.  And  are 
wo  to  be  told,  that  a  vote  of  thanka  from  this 
Hooae  is  all  the  reward  that  is  dne  to  the  mer- 
its of  General  Brown  t  Can  his  children,  sir, 
be  raised  and  educated  npon  a  vote  of  thanks 
from  this  House  f  Can  they  eat  the  sword  and 
medal  awarded  by  this  Government  to  their 
father,  for  the  services  rendered,  and  for  the 
sacrifices  which  he  made  in  ite  defence)  Or 
shall  we,  by  refusing  this  relief  compel  his 
widow  to  sell  that  sword  and  that  medal  which 
the  gallant  oondnct  of  her  husband  won  in  the 
field  of  battle  ?  Shall  we  oompel  her  to  part 
with  thow  predoos  relioa,  endeared  by  every 
reoollection  of  her  hnsband,  for  the  snpport  of 
his  children,  whom  he  had  left  to  the  protec- 
tion of  his  God  and  of  his  conntrr  t  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  C.  reniming  his  seat,)  my  feelings  will  not 
permit  me  to  expreas  more. 

On  the  engrossment  of  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading,  tlie  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered,  and 
— Ta88,  nayeTT. 


Wediixsdat,  April  2. 
Hunilg  of  Omeral  Sroim. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate  for  the  relief  of  Ura. 
Brown,  was  read  a  third  time. 

Uesers.  Ghiltor  and  Csookkt  (who  hod 
been  absent  ^om  the  Eonse  dnring  the  discns- 
rion  yesterday)  delivered  their  sentiments  in 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  the  hill.  The 
t^ter  offering  to  suliscnbe  his  qnota,  in  his 
private  character,  to  make  up  the  snm  pro- 
posed, and  the  former  demanded  the  jeas  and 
nays  npon  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Mr.  Oi.iRK,  of  New  Torlc,  then  rose  and  said 
that,  having  been  al>sent  from  the  Honse  yes- 
terday, when  the  discussion  was  held,  and  the 
vote  taken  on  this  bill,  he  felt  grateful  to  the 
^ntleman  for  his  call  for  the  ayes  and  noes,  as 
It  gave  him  the  power  and  pleasnre  too,  of  re- 
cording his  name  in  the  affirmative.  What,  sir, 
(asked  Ur.  0.)  are  we  called  npon  to  do  I  To 
award  a  small  pittance  to  the  disconsolate  wid- 
ow of  one  of  the  gallant  defenders  of  your  coun- 
try, one  who  pwpled  health  and  life  in  that 
service,  and  who  in  that  servioe,  oontracted  a 
disease  which  has  hurried  him  to  the  tomb,  and 
deprived  that  widow  and  his  children  of  their 
kind  and  natural  protector. 

The  first  inquiry  is,  have  we  the  power  to 
pass  the  bill !  The  constitution  gives  us  every 
necesBary  power  to  ruae  and  support  annies, 
and  to  provide  for  the  common  aefence.  Un- 
der thia  grant,  and  for  the  purpose  of  effeotoally 
attiBining  its  ottjeots,  yon  hold  oat  to  yonr  dti- 
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zens  pecuniary  and  other  bounties,  to  influence 
them  to  enlist  into  yonr  military  service.  For 
the  pnrpoae  of  enforcing  discipUne,  yon  make 
yonr  soldiers  the  eubject  of  penal  infiiction,  and 
for  the  purpose  of  exciting  their  ambiUon  and 
stimulating  their  ardor,  yon  hold  out  to  them 
the  prospect  of  pecaniary  bounty.  Yonr  whole 
pension  system,  by  which  yon  provide  for  yoor 
officers  and  soldiers,  has  for  its  object  a  remu- 
neration for  the  toils  and  privations  of  a  mili- 
tary life ;  it  holds  out  a  powerinl  stimnlua  to 
the  achievement  of  deeds  of  daring  and  of  glory. 
I.BWS  have  been  enacted,  not  only  aUowine 
pensions  to  officers  and  soldiers  for  wonods  and 
disabilitiea  received  in  the  service,  bnt  these 
hnmone  provisions  have  been  extended  to  the 
widows  and  children  of  such  officers  and  sol- 
diera.  By  the  act  of  leth  March,  1802,  the 
widows  and  children  of  our  officers  dying  by 
reason  of  any  wonnd  received  in  the  service, 
are  entitled  to  half  pay  for  five  years.  The 
like  provision  was  made  by  the  act  of  IBIS,  for 
the  widows  of  officers  and  soldiers  who  fdl  in 
the  Waljash  comp^gn.  The  act  of  January, 
1B18,  made  the  same  allowance  to  the  widowa 
and  children  of  officers  of  the  navy  and  marines. 
By    subsequent   acta,  the  "  widows  and  or- 


their  dnty,  have  been  provided  for,  and  half 
pay  allowed  them  for  fifteen  years,"  The  act 
of  the  4th  of  March,  1814,  made  a  like  provi- 
rion  for  the  widows  of  officers  in  the  private 
armed  service.  By  the  act  of  April,  1818,  these 
provisiona  were  extended  to  the  widows  of 
those  who  have  died  by  "  casualty  or  aed- 
denta."  On  what  principle  have  these  provi- 
sions been  made!  Was  it  on  the  ground  of 
contract  t  Was  it  a  part  of  the  bond  t  No, 
sir.  It  was  the  result  of  a  wise,  humane,  and 
enlightened  policy,  a  policy  which,  in  the  hour 
of  peril,  colls  around  your  standard  the  chival- 
rona  and  the  brave.  Had  General  Brown  sealed 
his  devotion  to  his  country's  service,  by  an  im- 
mediate sacrifice  of  his  life  on  the  "  battlefield," 
his  widow,  on  the  principles  of  former  legislation, 
would  have  been  entitled  to  half  pay  fur  6  years. 
Then  what  matters  it  whether  he  thus  died,  or 
lingered  for  years,  ttota  wounds  and  disease 
incurred  in  yonr  service.  From  snch  wounds 
and  disease  he  has  endured  years  of  suffering 
and  pain.  Ee  has  fallen  a  victim  to  the  pres- 
sure. The  &ct  is  established,  that  the  primary 
cause  of  his  death  was  to  be  found  in  the  eick- 
neas  of  the  camp.  But  for  this  he  would  have 
been  at  this  time  at  the  bead  of  yoor  army. 
But  for  this  he  would  now  have  been  in  llie 
enjoyment  of  life  and  health,  with  the  proq>ect 
of  futnre  nseftalneas  to  his  family  and  oouotry. 
And  shall  we  now  say,  by  oor  votes,  that  thia 
family  has  no  claim  on  the  gratitude  or  the 
jostice  of  the  republic  t  Shall  we  close  our 
doors  anlnst  the  widow  of  this  gallant  veteran, 
who  had  so  often  bared  his  bosom  to  the  foeT 
Sir,  I  had  indulged  the  hope  Qiat  this  bill  woold 
have  passed  iu  Bdenoe— ft  ulenoe  suited  to  the 
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wctnoD—ci  silence  indioatiTe  of  A  nation's  gnlj- 
tade,  ud  a  oaHon's  tears.  I  had  hoped  that 
this  Ttite  would  have  been  characterized  hj  t, 
manimitj  which  wonld  have  whispered  joj  and 
DODwUtioa  to  the  widowed  heart;  which 
voold  liave  administered  the  "  oil  and  wine  " 
to  her  wounded  spirit ;  which  wonld  have  been 
not  onl;  the  messenger  of  mercy,  but  the  es- 
presnon  of  a  nation's  homage  to  the  exalted 
■errices  andSnerits  of  the  deceased.  Sir,  the 
piaring  of  this  bill  will  be  hailed  by  the  Ameri- 
ca people  vith  acclamation.  A  brave  and 
generous  nation  will  stamp  npon  it  tlie  seal  of 
ils  gpprob^on,  and  feel  a  nigh  and  noble  pride, 
IhU  their  representatives  have  exeonted  a 
Mcred  tnst 

Bir,  it  is  said,  that  "glory  ia  the  soldier's 
paj."  1  trnat  that  glory  is  the  chief  ol^ject 
wUch  the  American  soldier  has  in  view,  and 
■which  qinra  him  on  to  the  performance  of 
heroie  ictiona.  For  this,  sir,  he  seeks  reputa- 
tion io  the  "  cannon's  month ; "  for  this  be 
coDrti  death  in  the  "  inmiiitent  deadly  breach." 
But  add  to  this,  the  assurance  that  a  Kratefiil 
country  will  adopt  his  wife  and  chil&en,  as 
the  olfjecta  of  its  care,  and  yon  give  to  his 
erdor  a  doable  force,  what  can  more  effectn- 
lOy  iiRTe  the  arm  of  the  soldier,  than  a  belief 
that  in  the  event  of  his  fall,  he  leaves  those 
who  are  dear  to  hie  beart,  the  wife  and  chil- 
dno  of  his  bosom,  to  the  protecting  gnordian- 
■libirfhucomitry!  With  this  oonvictioa  he 
mutes  to  the  combat,  mingles  in  the  deadly 
stiife,  md  expiring  amidst  the  shonta  of  victory, 
he  beqiieithea  aU  he  has  to  bequeath,  his  honor, 
his  ^ory,  to  immortality — his  wife  and  chil- 
iito  to  bis  eoontry.  And  will  that  country 
feline  the  beqneetl  No.  She  will  press 
them  Co  her  bosom,  as  the  cherished  objeota  of 
her  kindest  regard,  and  cheer  the  desolation  of 
widowhood  and  orphanage,  with  her  smilee  and 
her  protection.  Sir,  some  gentlemen  have  a 
tHtidiouBness  on  this  subject,  which  I  cannot 
iffmitte.  They  were  not  sent  here  to  vot« 
awiythe  people's  money  in  this  way.  They 
are  willing  to  be  generona  and  oharitable  as 
indiridnaU,  but  as  legislators  they  can  indulge 
in  no  such  feelings.  I  was  sent  here  to  Tot« 
nay  the  people's  money,  when  that  vote  shall 
he  ■netioned  hy  a  sense  of  dnty,  and  warranted 
by  the  eoQstitntion ;  and  whatever  may  be  my 
■mtiineiita  in  r^ard  to  private  charity — I  will 
Dot  deprive  my  constituents  of  tiie  prond  satis- 
bctioa  which  I  know  they  feeL  in  sharing  the 
hratof  of  the  appropriation.  I  have  no  fear 
that  my  vote  will  not  be  h^ed  by  their  ap- 
tnrring  voice.  Indeed,  sir,  I  shonld  be  ashamed 
to  look  them  in  the  face,  with  my  name  in  the 
MgatiTe.  Bather  might  my  arm  bll  "  palsied 
frun  iu  Boeketa,"  than  be  raiaed  in  oppositioa 
toUusbilL 

The  war  of  ISlfl  found  Gen.  Brown  lu^pj 
in  the  boeom  of  hia  family,  sorroimded  by  com- 
P^enoe,  and  in  the  enjoymente  of  the  ease  and 
(omforta  of  diHneetic  life.  At  the  call  of  bis 
tmatrf,  he  left  the  plough,  and  relinquiahed  sU 


t^e  pleaanres  of  peaoeftd  retirement  for  the 
hardships  and  pems  of  the  "  tented  field."    Ela 

Srivste  concerns  were  then  necessarily  neg- 
Msted,  and  the  peace  found  bim  extremely  em- 
barrassed in  his  pecuniary  circumstances.  wiUi 
feeble  health,  with  a  constitution  naturally  ro- 
bust, shattered  in  the  service.  With  ruined 
fortune,  he  dragg^  ont  a  tiresome  existence, 
till  death  relierM  him.  He  has  been  removed 
fVom  us,  and  he  has  left  to  his  family  nothing 
but  the  recollection  of  his  virtues  and  his  fame. 
That  fame  has  become  the  common  property  of 
his  country.  His  deeds  consUtnte  a  brilliant 
portion  of  its  history,  and  as  long  as  the  cataract 
of  Niagara  shall  roll  its  torrent  near  the  scenes 
of  his  glory,  so  long  shall  his  deeds  live  fresh 
in  the  recollections  of  his  countrymen.  Now, 
nr,  can  we  hesitate  a  moment  to  pass  this  bill  t 
Shall  we  disappoint  the  Just  expectationa  of  our 
conatitneDtB,  m  reftasing  to  do  an  act  sanctioned 
by  Justice,  gratitude,  and  magnanimity?  Will 
you  spurn  from  your  door  the  widow  and  or- 
phans of  one  of  yonr  bravest  Generals,  and 
cast  them  on  the  charities  ot  an  unfeeling 
world  I  Will  you  send  her  back  poor  and  pen- 
niless to  a  desolate  mansion  f  Sir,  no  hospi- 
table mansion  opens  its  doom  to  receive  her. 
She  returns  to  the  scenes  of  her  past  bappinesi^ 
dependent  on  the  kindness  of  Mends.  Let  us 
cheer  her  on  the  way ;  let  us  restore  her  to  hw 
home,  with  a  heart  fraught  with  emotions  of 
gratitude  andjoy.  Then  will  she  paaa  the  re-  ' 
mainder  of  her  days  iu  quteL  and  empli^  yonr 
bounty  in  rearing  to  manliood  the  future  Browna 
of  the  country. 

The  question  was  then  put  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  by  yeas  97,  nays  74. 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  returned  to  the 
Senate. 

T/u  Tariff' BiU. 

Mr.  Bbtas  stud :  The  honorable  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania  has  said  that  hemp  and  mo- 
laaees  is  a  miserable  theme  for  eloquence.  Sir, 
I  readily  admit  that  it  does  not  appear  to  be 
a  theme  for  rhetorical  flouriahea.  and  beautiAil 
imagery,  nor  am  I  ambitious  of  investinK  the 
'  with  artificial  dignity  or  splendid  de- 


committee  "  plain  matters  of  fact,"  and  suoh  in- 
ferences from  them  as  common  sense  must 
make.  The  honorable  gentleman,  according  M 
my  apprehension  of  bis  remarks,  baa  treated  the 
additional  tax  proposed  on  molasses  as  a  small 
business,  and  seems  to  wonder  that  it  should 
produce  excitement.  Sir,  if  it  be  such  a  small, 
affair,  I  am  sorry  indeed  that  the  Committee  on 
Mamnfiustures  should  have  stooped  to  notioe  it. 
I  can  assure  the  g«itleman  that  it  ia  a  matter  of 
seriona  importance  to  my  oonstitoenta,  aa  well  as 
to  the  dtixene  of  the  Eaatem  States, 
The  honoraUe  gentleman  troia  Hdne  seema 
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so,  as  tt  iufiamed  hh  ardor,  and  animated  bis 
seal,  in  a  Rood  oanse;  but  I  can  asaore  that 
gODtleman  that  the  Stat«  of  North  Carolina  fas« 
also  a  most  important  intereet  at  stake,  and  I 
am  happy  to  hare  his  able  assistance,  or  rather 
to  oo-operato  with  him,  in  defending  tbe  int«r' 
ests  dependent  npon  the  West  India  trade,  how- 
ever bnmbte  thej  mty  seem. 

Hie  onlj  for^gn  trade  of  North  Carolina  is, 
and  long  has  beeuo,  with  the  West  India  islands, 
while  the  aballownees  of  oar  waters  forbid  onr 
participation  in  tbe  Enropean  trade.  The  na- 
ture of  our  productions — our  conCignitj'  to  those 
islands — their  wants  and  their  produce,  early 
invited  on  interconrBe  with  them,  which  hss 
been  maintained  and  persevered  in  nnder  great 
disoonragementA. 

Indeed,  this  interconrse  being  founded  upon 
the  only  trae  basis  of  all  commeroe,  mntnal 
wants  and  mntnal  demands,  has  been  snstuned 
as  it  were  by  the  efforts  of  nature  herself. 
North  Carolina  produces,  in  great  abandonee, 
the  materials  for  such  an  assorted  cargo  as  is 
most  desired  in  those  islands.  We  can  export, 
in  almost  any  qnantibr,  lumber  of  all  kinds, 
staves,  shingles,  pork,  bacon,  oorn^peas,  beans, 
naval  stores,  fish  and  live  stock.  The  principal 
trade,  however,  wr,  is  I  believe,  in  the  varions 
kinds  of  pitch  pine,  Inmber,  staves,  and  ahin- 
glea.  Wo  receive  in  return,  from  varions  isl- 
ands, molasses,  sugar,  coffee,  ram,  salt  and  to 
-  a  mnoh  greater  amount  tiian  is  required  for  tbe 
consumption  of  our  own  citizens.  Uauy  of  our 
merchants  make  extenuve  shipments  of  Inm- 
ber, &0,,  and  order  the  return  cargoes  to  New 
Tort  or  other  northern  port«,  to  pay^  for  goods 
bought  of  the  merchants  of  those  citiei4 ;  and 
this  is  found  to  be  a  mutually  advantageous 
mode  of  making  remittances,  or,  in  other 
words,  of  paying  their  debts. 

This  trade,  sir,  ia  also  very  convenient  to 
Northern  ship  owners.  Numbers  of  their  ves- 
seb  fi«quent  onr  ports  in  the  fall  of  the  ^ear, 
and  find  employment  till  the  spring  in  freight- 
ing our  Inmber,  &o.,  to  the  West  Indies,  woile 
others  carry  out  cargoee  of  their  own  prodnots 
to  the  jalanHa^  and  there  barter  tbem  for  West 
India  produce,  which  they  bring  to  North  Car- 
(dina  and  ezohange  for  lumber,  in.,  or  com, 
and  thus  proems  succesrave  osrgoea,  oontin- 
naUy  kiorauing  in  value,  and  famishing  aliment 
to  an  enten>riamg  traffic. 

Tliii  trade  fhnn  North  Oarolina  Is,  I  believe, 
prindpally  witb  the  French  islands.  It  is  es- 
sentially a  barter  trade.  We  are  not  allowed 
to  export  sugar,  coffee,  or  specie  from  a  French 
island ;  molasses  is  therefore  received  of  neces- 
sity as  a  return  cargo.  Tbe  condition  of  this 
trade  at  present  certainly  cannot  bear  an  ad- 
ditional burthen ;  and,  Mr.  Cbtdrman,  I  cannot 
believe  that  this  House  would  consent  to  im- 
pose the  additional  bnrtben  contemplated  by 
this  bill,  with  a  foil  understanding  of  the  sub- 
ject in  ^  its  bearings  and  operations.  As  the 
trade  is  now  conducted,  it  barely  sustains  itself; 
Ua  gi^t  vahw  oonmsta   in  the  employment 
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which  it  yields  to  a  numerous  class  of  our  citi- 
zens— many,  espeoislly  of  the  poorer  classea, 
are  employed  in  the  various  operations  of  get- 
ting lumber  and  the  different  kinds  of  timber 
for  tbe  West  India  market.  The  winter  season 
is  most  advsntageonsly  devoted  by  the  farmer 
to  these  occupations,  and  he  is  thus  enabled 
to  proonre  the  groceries  for  his  fiunily  which 
are  now  deemed  the  ordinary,  if  not  necessary, 
comforts  of  life.  ' 

I  tbink  I  may  say,  sir,  that  about  seven-eighths 
of  the  tonnage  of  North  Carolina  is  employed 
in  this  trade,  and  about  forty  vessels  from  tbe 
port  of  Newbem  alone.  I  suppose,  npon  an 
average,  about  four  or  five  West  India  voyages 
may  be  made  in  the  year. 

The  House  will  readily  ^rceive  sir,  that  if 
this  vent  for  our  products  is  closed,  great  and 

Sneral  distress  mnst  ensue.  I  have  s^d,  tar, 
at  tbe  trade  cannot  bear  this  additional  bur- 
then. This  assertion,  tar,  I  think  may  be  in- 
oontrovertibly  sustwned. 

The  average  sales  of  Inmber,  at  tbe  IVenoh 
islands^  for  the  last  twelve  months,  may  be  es- 
tjmated,  I  understand,  at  (82  per  thonsa&d,pay- 
able  in  molasses  at  an  average  price  of  SI  cents 
per  gallon.  Adding  to  this  tJie  price  of  the 
Aogshead,  (SSO,  and  S  per  cent,  for  difference 
or  loss  on  gauge,  and  the  present  impost  at  S 
cents  per  gallon,  the  cost  of  the  importer  is 
enhanced  to  81  or  83  cents  per  gallon,  witboot 
any  allowance  for  freight  or  insurance.  The 
average  caigo  sales  of  molasses  in  tbe  United 
States  for  the  last  twelve  months,  have  not  ex- 
ceeded 27^  cents  per  gallon,  thus  showing  « 
loss  of  3^  or  8|  cents  per  gallon. 

In  tbe  trade  with  Bayti,  the  price  of  lumber 
does  not  vary  much  from  the  price  obtained  at 
the  French  islands ;  paymenU  in  that  island 
are  uniformly  made  in  coffee,  on  which  a  loas 
ia  sustained  of  10  or  12  per  cent  In  the  Dntcb, 
Swedish,  and  Danish  islands,  tbe  sales  of  lum- 
ber average  about  26  dollars  per  thousand,  bat 
this  decrease  of  price  is  compensated  by  lower 

Krt  charges,  ana  better  payments  than  in  tlie 
each  islands,  sales  being  uEually  made  for 
cash,  or  for  ctuonial  prodnce,  at  much  lower 
prices  than  are  exacted  at  the  other  ialimdR. 
As  gentlemen,  in  the  course  of  debate  npcm 
other  sections  of  this  bill,  have  offered  nomer- 
ous  stalements  and  calculations,  made  by  r^ 
speotable  manufacturers,  I  trust  it  will  be  in 
order  for  me  to  offer  to  the  consideration  of 
the  committee  a  statement,  exMbidns  an  in- 
voice of  a  cargo  of  lumber,  for  a  veasd  of  100 
tons,  with  an  account  of  sales  of  tbe  same,  in  a 
French  island,  and  in  a  Danish,  Dutch,  and 
Swedish  island,  which  has  been  furnished  me 
by  a  ship  owner,  for  whose  integrity  and  intd- 
ligence  I  can  vonob  to  the  committee. 

[Here  follows  the  Invoice,  the  rendts  of  whkli 
are  stated  In  the  ipeeeb.] 

The  result  of  the  voyage  yields  a  freight  ol 
seven  or  eight  hundred  doUars  on  rixty-one 
Ibonsand  feet  of  lumber,  that  is  IS  or  18  dol- 
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Im  p«r  tlioiuuid,  or  if  redaoed  to  barrels,  of 
To  or  80  cents  per  barrel ;  which  will  bot  little 
more  tliui  dem;  the  eipenseB  of  the  TOj&ge, 
nd  mntit  oonvinc«  an;  one  acqnainted  with 
th^ing  bosiness,  that  the  additional  borthen 
pn^owd  moat  cmah  thia  trade.  Sir,  in  esti- 
miUog  the  profits  of  oommeroial  operations 
condiwted  from  the  port«  of  North  Oarolina, 
tbe  heavy  burdens  which  natare  has  sJreadj 
impoud  upon  na  bj  the  Bhallowneas  of  oar 
vucn,  e^Mniallj  the  coaaanung  expenses  of 
Bgbterage  and  detention  at  the  ahoal  called  the 
Svidi  in  Pamlico  Sonnd,  to  which  all  the  nav- 
vttion  of  the  State  which  seeks  the  ocean  by 
Ocncoek  Inlet  (comprehending  atwnt  three- 
iHirthB  of  the  whole)  is  snbjected,  should  never 
for  a  moment  be  ont  of  view. 

As  a  clear  and  forcible  Ulnstration  of  this 
dtplonUe  state  of  onr  oommerce,  I  beg  leave 
to  read  u  extract  from  the  memorial  of  a  eon- 
vcntim  irf  highly  respectable  and  well-informed 
d(l<gites  frcm  the  porta  dependent  on  Ocra- 
eoek  hlet,  anembled  to  devise  some  means  of 
KDXiTioe  these  evila,  or  nutigating  their  almost 
intiderabfe  severity : 

"  Tour  aienioriallBta  befieve  that  &a  annoal  ez- 
poiU  of  the  prodncta  of  oor  oonntry  through  Ocra- 
eoA  ue  not  ovemted  when  eitimated  at  five  mil> 
Em  of  doDvs,  requiring  for  their  transportatioii, 
tat  ictullj  eaiplojing  two  hundred  tboosand  tons 
afthtpiHnr. 

"liej  find,  from  calculations  careAiUy  nude  and 
eo^aied,  tiiat  the  charge  on  these  vesarla  for  ligbt- 
tnge  ind  detention  at  tha  Bwasli,  averageu  one  dol- 
bi  per  tea,  and  amonnta,  annaally,  to  two  hundred 
tboomd  iMan ;  that  the  additional  rate  of  ininr- 
SDce,  bnuK  of  the  riik  and  detenUoa  at  tbe  Svisb, 
arengn  dne-qnaiieia  of  one  per  cent,  and  amounts, 
ea  Ibe  eiport*  and  Imports,  to  seTeotj-Sve  thousand 
doOm^aadon  the  vessels,  loaiitTthouaaiiddollate 
fer  iBDBB.  TUs  annual  tax  of  ihree  hundred  and 
tfairtj-GTe  thousand  dollars  upon  tbe  nsvigatioQ  of 
Mr  BectiM  of  the  country,  independently  of  the 
^or  FTils,  the  Toiationi  and  diiBculties  which  will 
be  r«dil  J  perceived,  cannot  bnt  eahance  the  freight 
or  cost  of  conveyance  to  marliet.  Tbe  price  of 
bughl  from  Norfolk,  aad  Wilmmgton,  (North  Car- 
■ba,)  (he  latter  bat  120  miles  distant  from  Ocra- 
Mlk  (0  tbe  Weat  In^es,  is  from  £0  to  SB  per  ceot. 
Im  ihaa  from  the  ports  dependent  on  Ocracock 
Foan;  which  differenee  on  balky  articles,  such  as 
haktr,  staves^  and  shinies,  amounts  to  between 
Mud 40  per  cent.  »f  their  original  value.  The 
U|kt  ud  chargea  on  aiticleaahipped  coaitwiee  for 
xiUfaHitlo  ibeir  pUcca  of  consumption,  amounts, 
MutilHores,  to  SS  per  cent.,  on  cotton,  (o  betweeo 
14  led  IS  per  cent.,  and  on  atavea,  to  CO  per  cent, 
diktir  original  velue."  These  charges  are  all  borne 
ij  the  indoatry  of  the  coontry — they  are  discerned 
*  IB  Ibe  low  prioe  of  the  products  of  North  Carolina 
UoMri,  in  the  porta  dependent  upon  Ocracock  In- 
lit,  conpared  with  tboee  where  the  oosta  of  delen- 
liw  Mdperila  of  lighterage  are  not  to  be  enoonn- 
*B*i.  While  at  Suffolk,  in  Vir^nia,  pipe  staves 
"aiisiail  forty  doilara  per  thoiuaud,  at  Murfreea- 
^,  andWinton,  (about  thirty  mllea  distant,)  they 
*"  nld  at  twenty-flve  dollars.  Red-oak  ataves, 
•UdiBi  Wadiington,  North  Carolina,  Newbem,  and 
HWaB,  Karccly  commond  ten  doUan  per  Uiott- 


Thia  ahoal  was  examined  by  a  Board  of  the 
United  States  Engineers,  under  an  act  of  Oon- 
gress  passed  abont  two  years  ago.  They  atato 
m  their  report  that  "  the  present  state  of  the 
navigation  at  Ooracoch  ia  deplorable  in  the  ex- 
treme." It  mnst  be  obvious  to  the  oommittee 
from  these  facts,  that  the  imposition  of  this  ad- 
ditional doty  will  operate  as  a  comnleta  inter- 
dict to  onr  West  India  trade ;  and  tust  will  he 
in  effect  to  oar  whole  forei^  trade.  The  con- 
stitntion  prohibits  a  tax  npon  exports ;  here 
will  be  sncb  a  tax  npon  their  substitotes  or 
repreaentativea,  Uiat  is,  the  commodities  for 
wbioh  they  are  exchanged,  as  effectnally  to 
prohibit  their  exportation.     We  might,  with 

EMt  justice,  it  seems  to  me,  Ur.  Ohairman, 
fore  thia  ad^tional  burthen  is  imposed  npon 
ns,  coll  npon  Oongreas  to  place  na  npon  an 
equal  footmg  with  the  other  States  en^ged  in 
this  trade,  by  removing  tbe  obstmoliona  to  onr 
commerce,  tliat  we  n^ht  be  equally  qualified 
to  bear  it,  otherwise  the  greatest  injury  most 
result  to  Qs  from  the  peculiarly  oppreMve  op- 
eration of  the  tax  upon  ns.  I  trust,  Ur.  Chur- 
man,  that  the  brief  review  which  I  have  made 
of  the  navigation  and  oommerce  of  North 
Oarolina  will  acquit  me  of  being  a  treepaaaer 
upon  the  time  and  patience  of  tbe  House.  Aa 
I  have  tbe  floor,  sir,  I  will  invite  the  attention 
of  the  House,  for  a  few  momenta,  to  the  com* 
raerce  of  the  United  States,  generally,  with 
these  islands. 

From  the  official  statements  which  have  bean 
made  to  this  House  from  the  Treasury  DeMrt- 
ment,  it  appears  that  our  exports  to  the  West 
Indies  for  several  years  have  averaged  abont 
sixteen  millions  of  dollars,  and  that  our  im- 
ports have  been  about  the  same  in  amount. 
Our  exports  to  the  island  of  Onba  alone,  for 
the  year  1826,  exceeded  six  millions  of  dolian, 
and  our  imports  amounted  to  nearly  eight  mil- 
lions. The  closing  of  tbe  porta  of  the  British 
islands  against  ns,  does  not  seem  to  have  mate- 
rially affected  the  amount  of  our  exports  and 
imports.  The  enormous  port  charges  in  tbe 
English  islands,  and  their  rigid  inspection,  fre- 
quently rendered  a  voyage  ruinous  to  the  ad- 
venturer. I  have  been  credibly  informed,  that 
at  Jamaica,  upon  a  vessel  of  136  tons,  carrying 
about  90,000  staves,  the  port  charge^  duties, 
commissions,  inspections,  die.,  amounted  to  oon- 
siderablv  more  than  the  first  cost  of  the  caivo^ 
(upwards  of  $1,000,)  There  being  no  market 
to  the  leeward  of  this  island,  and  it  being  im- 
posnble  to  get  to  one  to  windward,  the  shipper 
was  obliged  to  sell  for  whatever  price  the  Brit- 
ish merchant  chose  to  offer  ^  and,  too  fre- 
quently, this  price  was  rather  adapted  to  the 
necessity  of  the  shipper,  than  the  value  of  his 
cargo  i  there  was  but  one  party  to  this  bara:un. 
Now  tbe  British  merchant  is  compelled  to 
meet  the  American  shipper  on  neutral  ground 
with  his  colonial  produce,  and  it  requires  both 
parties  to  make  a  bai^unu     I  question,  Mr, 
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whether  the  colonlsbi  are  not  convinoed  hj  this 
time,  thftt  the  mother  coimtry  has  ssonficed 
their  interests  to  State  polioj,  and  is  desiroos 
of  bailding  up  the  Oanadas,  and  her  other 
Amoican  provinces,  at  their  expense.  The 
valne  of  the  imports  into  the  United  States 
daring  the  year  1S26,  from  the  Danish  West 
India  islands,  was  nearly  eqnal  to  tliat  from  the 
British  West  Indies,  as  the  Treasury  docnment 
referred  to  will  show.  The  import  of  molasses 
for  182S,  from  the  Weet  Indies,  amounted  to 
18,661,166  gallona,  of  which  only  1,788,988 
gallons  were  from  British  islands.  This  im< 
portation,  estimated  at  the  cargo  price  of  27^ 
cents  per  gallon,  amoonts  to  nearly  fonr  mil- 
lions of  dollars.  From  this  brief  general  view 
of  the  West  India  trade,  it  certwnly  Mr.  Chair- 
man, ia  snffleiently  important  to  demand  the 
deliberate  consideration  of  the  House,  before 
they  adopt  a  measure  which  mnst  so  serionsly 
affect  it— which  most  destroy  it  in  some  seo- 
tions  of  tlie  Union.  And  why,  Ur.  Churman, 
shall  this  flourishing  trade — a  trade,  sir,  which, 
I  repeat,  is  so  natnral,  so  ocnvement,  and  con* 
dacted  upon  snch  fkir  terms  of  redprocity,  (I 
exclnde  the  English  islands,  of  course,)  why, 
nr,  shall  it  be  so  grievously  oppressed  I  it  paid 
into  your  Treasury,  In  18SS,  more  than  six  and 
a  half  milUons  of  dollars  in  dutdes ;  It  rears  for 
the  defence  of  oor  coontir,  a  hardy  race  of 
seamen ;  it  supports  an  indostrions  popnlation 
on  land;  it  employs  many  thonsand  tons  of 
shipping  which  mnst  otherwise  rot  at  the 
wharC  to  the  min  of  the  ship-owner.  The 
nnit^d  exertions  of  these  classees  of  onr  cid- 
Nns  convert  our  dreary  foreeta  into  articles  of 
comfort,  and  snbaistenoe,  and  make  substantial 
additions  to  the  wealth  of  the  nation. 

The  Committee  on  Mannfactnres,  who  re- ' 
commend  this  additional  doty,  state  that  a 
large  quantity  of  the  molasaea  imported  into 
the  Eastern  States  is  distilled,  and  that  the 
niirits  thus  distilled  interferes  with  the  domes- 
tic spirits  distilled  &om  grain.  The  committee 
state  that  "  they  hazard  nothing  in  the  asser- 
tion that  the  coarse  grains  are  now  grown  in 
these  States  in  sufficient  quantities  to  famish 
them  a  full  supply  of  ardent  spirits,  if  the  de- 
mand was  in  no  other  manner  supplied ;"  and 


gruns  can  be  increased,  Ac.,  to  answer  any  de- 
mand, if  demand  could  be  created."  They, 
therefore,  reoommeud  an  additional  duty  of 
five  cents  on  molasses,  and  of  ten  cents  on  all 
foreign  Bpirita.  without  regard  to  quality  or 
pro<».  Tiiey  Airther  inform  us  in  another  part 
of  the  report,  ttiat  "  the  whiskey  of  this  coun- 
try has  become  very  palatable  and  very  &sh- 
lonable,"  Sec 

It  seems  then,  ^,  that  we  are  in  the  first 
place  to  create,  by  le^lation,  a  demand  for 
whiskey,  and  by  excluding  forekn  spirits  aad 
molasses,  to  compel  it«  nse.  I  would  here 
pause,  find  ask  this  House  to  reflect  upon  the 
character  of  such  a  proposition.    It  seems  to 
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me,  sir,  monstrous  both  in  a  political  and  moral 
view.  The  materials  and  industry  of  nnmer- 
ons  classes  of  onr  dtizens  by  the  operation  of 
the  West  India  trade,  are  exchanged  for  many 
millions  of  gallons  of  molassee,  wnich  is  large- 
ly used  as  au  article  of  diet  by  all  dasaes,  and 
especially  by  the  poor,  and  is  nndonbtedly  very 
wholesome  and  nutritious ;  l>eaides,  it  yields  a 
lar^  and  increaung  revenue  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  would  respeotfolly  ask,  sir,  why  the 
fruits  of  their  indnstry  and  capital  is  less  wor- 
thy of  protection  because  it  appears  in  the 
shape  of  molasses,  than  if  it  appeared  in  the 
more  "  fashionable  "  garb  of  whiskey ;  it  is 
also  a  strong  recommendation  to  molaEses,  that 
it  can  be  taxed  by  an  impost  duty ;  whiskey 
can  only  be  taxed  by  an  excise,  and  that,  it 
seema,  is  a  hazardoos  experiment,  and  not  to 
be  resorted  to  in  time  of  peace.  So  far,  air, 
from  this  Government  attempting  to  create  a 
demand  for  whiskey,  I  had  hoped  that  the 
proposition  from  the  Committee  on  Commerce 
to  rednoe  the  duties  on  wines,  would  have  met 
a  favorable  reception  from  the  Eonse;  it  ia 
strongly  recommended  by  Its  tendency  to  sub- 
stitnte  the  nse  of  pure  and  wholesome  liquors 
for  that  of  uoxiona  ardent  spirits,  tbna  promot- 
ing eminently  the  moral  and  physical  health  of 
tiie  nation. 

Sir,  I  do  not  intend  to  enter  into  a  formal 
oontMtation  of  the  assertion  of  the  committee, 
that  whiskey  is  very  palatable  and  fasliionable, 
becanae  I  know,  sir,  there  is  no  disputing  about 
ttutet;  but,  on  behalf  of  my  constituents,  I 
mnst  protest  against  snch  a  doctrine  going 
abroad  to  the  worid  as  the  sense  of  this  House 
— my  constituents  have  not  yet  twcome  so 
fashionable  as  to  discard  Uadeira  (when  they 
can  get  it)  for  whiskey.  "Madeira  was  good 
enoush  for  them,"  as  was  said  by  one  of  onr 
wor^est  citizens  and  most  respectable  mer- 

Bnt,  Mr.  Chdrman,  to  return  to  the  sober 
consideration  of  this  matter.  The  bill  is  in- 
tended, we  are  told,  as  a  compromise  between 
the  two  great  contending  parties — the  mann- 
facturers  and  the  growers  of  wool  and  grun  in 
the  Middle  and  Northern  States — the  intereata 
which  cannot  arrange  themselves  under  the 
banner  of  either  one  or  the  other,  are  to  t>e 
trodden  down  in  their  march  to  what  they 
deem  their  mutual  advantage.  I  hope,  sir, 
that  they  may  not  arrive  at  a  Moscow,  where^ 
when  they  have  seized  the  prize,  they  will  find 
nought  hot  ruin  and  desolation.  Sir,  what 
possible  benefit,  can  the  State  which  I  have  the 
honor  in  part  so  inadequatdy  to  represent,  de- 
rive from  the  bill!  What  compensation  for 
the  annihilation  of  her  West  India  trade! 
None,  sir ;  burthen  is  added  to  burthen.  The 
Northern  and  Eastern  States  may  derive  some 
compensating  l>enefit  from  protection  and  bnild- 
ing  up  of  their  manufactnies,  into  which  their 
capita]  must  be  epeedily  transferred— tbey  have 
also  left  open  to  them  the  trade  with  the  Brit- 
ish North  American  provinces,  which  is  now 
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vcrr  ooBsideTslde.  In  neitber  of  these  can  we 
ptitioipate — they  operate  as  additional  bnr- 
tli«a«  upon  DB,  because  they  moke  ns  tributary 
la  oar  Korthem  and  Ean«ra  brethroti. 

I  kooir,  sir,  that  it  lias  been  cnatoinary  to 
consider  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  in 
ptrt  to  represent,  sa  bnt  Uttle  interested  in 
commerae;  and  it  is  trae  that  we  have  but  lit- 
tie  Enrmean  trade.  Tet,  sir,  upon  eiamina- 
tkMi  of  tne  Treasory  records,  it  will  be  found 
thit  tmr  tggnglto  tonnage  of  every  kind  ia 
c«7  litde  inferior  to  that  of  Virginia,  and  is 
Ktniltj  jrester  than  that  of  any  State  sontli 
rf  M.  ffe  have  many  little  ports  where  ves- 
id]  are  owned,  which  are  employed  in  the 
foaating  and  West  India  trade ;  and  the  aroonnt 
of  onr  exports  appears,  from  the  memorial  to 
which   I   have   referred,   to  be   very   OODrid- 

1b  this  inlerert,  rir,  and  the  great  sgricnlta- 
ral  intereits  connected  with  and  dependent 
upon  it,  to  be  sacrificed,  to  try  the  experinient 
of  making  the  American  people  consnme  whis- 
key t  1  repeat,  sir,  what  haa  been  before 
nrmd,  that  it  is  with  onr  a^cnltnral  prodncts, 
ina  the  prodacts  of  the  forest,  that  we  bay 
Tect  India  prodacte.  This  is  the  natural  and 
most  effectnal  way  of  enconraging  agricnlture 
— commerca  here  acte  as  the  bandmaid  and  ser- 
vtnt  of  agricoltnre.  The  Treasury  docnments 
Ivd  npoD  ODT  tables  show  that,  of  the  exports 
to  the  Vest  Indies  in  182B,  amoonting  to 
tIS,T6B,!6S,  about  four-fifths  (tlS,339,848)  were 
of  American  prodnce.  Here  is  a  market,  then, 
which  receives  a  greater  unonnt  of  onr  Kraias 
thsn  all  the  world  bendea ;  and  this  ma^et  is 
to  be  destroyed  to  promote  the  mannfacture  of 
whiitey  from  rye  and  other  grains.  Holasses 
aJoDc,  iltbongh  deemed  a  small  business,  yields 
a  reveone  of  abont  $700,000.  However  great 
on  avEnion  gecllemea  may  have  to  the  article, 
yet  the  money  derived  from  it,  I  hope,  does 
not  partake  of  their  dislike.  I  have  read, 
•olDeKhere,  that  the  Emperor  Vespasian,  on 
being  reproached  for  deriving  revenue  from  a 
Kmrce  rndly  contemptible,  commanded  some  of 
the  money  thus  derived  to  be  brought  to  him, 
and  ^iplying  it  to  his  nose,  told  his  ooart,iers 
that  it  realty  did  not  smell  of  the  article — so  I 
hope,  that  as  the  revenne  from  molasses  does 
sot  taste  of  ibat  article,  gentlemen  will  be 
TMODcilcd,  and  permit  the  trade  to  exist.  If 
the  propooition,  advocated  by  the  honorable 
liotwnuui  from  Pennsylvania,  should  snooeed, 
sod  this  trade  sbonld  h«  destroyed  by  it,  as  we 
believe  it  will  be^  will  that  gentleman  promise 
tliis  Hoooe  that  the  whiskey  snbatjtoted  shall 
pay  on  equal  tax  to  the  nation  t  Will  he  prom- 
ise for  his  oonstitaentst  I  presume  not,  ^. 
WUskey  does  not  snbmit  to  taxation  so  meekly 
u  molasses.  The  gentleman  has  sud  that  the 
cltiuni  of  Pennsylvania  not  being  so  fond  of 
niiianee  as  onr  Eastern  brethren,  nse  brown 
ngtt  in  ila  plac«,  and  that  a  gallon  of  molasses 
nntains  as  mnch  saccharine  or  sweetening 
■natter  as  eight  pounds  of  brown  eogar,  which 


pays  a  duty  of  8  centa  per  pSnnd,  amoanting 
to  tweuty-fonr  cents,  and  therefbre,  it  would 
not  be  nn&ir  that  molwHes  should  ^i^  21  cents. 


those  who  use  it  derive  as  much  D^efit  trom 
it  as  his  oonstjtoents  do  from  eight  poonds  of 
sugar.  Sir,  this  is  a  strange  argument.  I 
always  thoaght  that  molasses  wBs  nsed  as  a 
sweetening  not  so  much  from  ohoioe  as  from 
necessity — not  because  it  waa  preferred  to 
sugar,  but  because  it  was  cheaper.  If  the  gen- 
tleman's constituents  are  all  so  well  off  as  to 
use  sugar,  where  my  oonstituents,  and  those  of 
the  gentleman  from  Uoine,  ore  compelled  to 
use  molasses,  it  surely  is  a  strong  argument 
against  onr  oonstituents  being  taxed  for  the 
benefit  of  those  of  the  gentleman  from  Penn- 
sylvania. 

Mr.  Ohainnan,  there  is  a  view  of  tb\»  caa6, 
derived  from  the  history  of  the  Madeira  trade.* 
which  ^vea  as  the  benefit  of  experience,  which, 
in  questions  of  this  kind,  is  certeinly  entitled 
to  great  consideration.  This  trade  has  been 
operated  upon  by  the  tariff  system  for  the  ben- 
efit of  the  grain-growing  States,  and  let  us  at- 
tentively examine  the  results.     They  are  sncb. 


their  produce,  by  destroying  a  natural  one. 

By  a  report  of  the  Oommittee  on  Oommerce, 
it  appears  that  with  the  island  of  Madeira  we 
once  had  also  a  valuable  barter  trade.  We  ex- 
ported flour,  Indian  com,  peas,  beans,  pork, 
Inmber,  staves,  fish,  Ac. ;  and,  as  we  are  in- 
formed by  the  report  of  the  committee,  we 
have  always  been  permitted  to  carry  these  arti- 
cles there  free  from  duty.  The  average  annual 
valne  of  our  exports  to  that  Island,  from  1801 
to  1807,  was  about  |600,000.  The  duty  Ml 
Madeira  wine  was  then  from  SO  to  C8  eta.  per 
gallon.  From  1819  te  1626,  the  duty  has  aver- 
aged 100  clfl.  per  gallon,  and  our  exports  have 
averaged  little morethan  1200,000;  at  present, 
I  believe,  they  bat  little  exceed  $100,000.  If 
experience  of  this  kind  does  not  convince  na  of 
the  impolicy  and  futility  of  the  tariff,  or  forc- 
ing system,  in  "  creating  a  demand  "  for  agri- 
ctutor^  products,  I  wonld  respectfully  aak  what 
COD  t  I  would  respectfally  suggest  to  the  com- 
mittee, rir,  that  there  seems  to  me  to  be  great  in- 
consistency as  well  as  impolicy  in  permitting 
Great  Britain,  by  closing  her  West  bidia  ports 
against  us  and  keeping  open  thoee  of  her  prov- 
inces adjoining  us,  to  become  the  oarriera  of 
our  prodacts. 

The  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Bcotia  mer- 
chants are  enabled,  under  the  operation  of  the 
present  system,  to  assort  their  cargoes  for  the 
West  Indies  with  our  produce,  which  u  a  great 
advantage  in  that  trade,  and  is  precisely  the 
state  of  things  beneficial  to  them,  and  oetri- 
mental  tons.   It  is  for  what  they  have  been  peti- 
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tioniug  tiie  moltier  conntrj  for  the  last  fifteen 
Tears.    Tbej  have  nov  the  Iodk  TOjage  to  the 

West  Indies,  and  tLe  Eastern  States  a  miser- 
able little  coasting  trade  with  their  porta. 
Their  fisheries,  I  nnderstand,  sir,  have  received 
a  new  imTinlBe  from  this  extension  of  their 
trade,  as  thej  are  enabled  to  ship  their  fish  to 
the  West  India  islands,  advants^oo&lj,  with 
an  assorted  cstko  ;  whereas  an  entire  cargo  of 
fish  would  rareiy  be  a  profitable  shipment  B; 
reference  to  the  Treasniy  docnmenta,  it  will  be 
perceived  that,  in  1B36,  our  exports  to  the 
Britdsh  American  colonies  were  in  valne 
t2,628,2S& ;  and  tliis,  sir,  I  preaome,  does  not 
inolnde  a  vast  amonnt  that  finds  its  waj  into 
the  Oanadas  hj  interior  rontes  by  land  and 
water.  The  imports  npon  which  atone  datiea 
can  be  levied,  amoonted  only  to  |e77,7C9 ; 
while  the  whole  of  onr  exports  to  the  West 
Indies  are  exchanged  for  articles  p^ing  a 
heavy  duty. 

I  have  endeavored,  Mr.  Ohoirman,  to  take  a 
mnmuvy  view  of  our  West  India  trade ;  all 
mnat  agree  that  it  is  highly  valnable  to  the  na- 
tion. I  have  endeavored  to  show  this  House, 
by  a  mmple  statement  of  facta,  the  natnre  of 
the  Norui  Carolina  commerce  with  the  West 
Indies,  its  operations,  and  the  onerous  inonm- 
brancea  onder  which  it  now  labors.  I  felt  nn- 
der  a  high  obligation,  sir,  to  maike  tMs  endeavor 
to  discharge  my  duty,  not  only  to  my  coustitn- 
ents,  bnt  to  the  nation.  I  wiU  not  loiu^r,  sir, 
consume  the  time  of  the  committee.  I  know, 
nr,  that  the  aul^ect  has  not  reoeivad  sach  on 
examination  from  me  as  it  merited ;  bnt  I  feel 
a  satdsfaction  in  havii^  attempted  to  perform 
what  I  ctmceived  to  be  my  dn^  to  my  con- 
stitnents. 

Mr.  Oabsoh  rose  and  said,  that  he  deeply  re- 
mitted that  his  honorable  oolleagne  and  Mend 
(Mr.  Bbtui)  shonld  have  made  it  necessary  for 
him  to  trouble  the  committee  witii  a  few  re- 
marks in  explanation  of  the  vote  be  ahoold 
give  on  tbe  proposed  amendment 

His  colleagae  had  eaxi  by  way  of  ailment 
in  favor  of  the  proposed  amendment,  "  that 
North  Carolina  would  be  more  i^jored  by  an 
increased  duty  upon  the  items  now  proposed  to 
be  stricken  oat,  than  by  any  other  items  in  the 
bill."  If  this  were  tme,  sir,  it  wonld  be  the 
imperative  duty  of  every  member  from  tliat 
State  to  vote  for  the  amendment.  But  my  col- 
league shonid  have  confined  his  remarks  to  the 
district  which  he  representa,  and  permitted 
those  representing  other  parts  of  the  State,  to 
think  and  act  with  respect  to  the  interests  of 
their  constituenU,  aa  to  them  might  seem  most 
advisable.  Sir,  I  shall  decidedly  vote  against 
striking  out  the  proposed  items,  and  for  rea- 
sons wnioh,  with  me,  are  equally  forcible  with 
tliose  which  operate  upon  my  colleague ;  bat  I 

S've  tliis  vote  with  a  perfect   nnderstand ing, 
at  upon  tlie  final  qnestion,  I  vote  against  the 
whole  bill,  it  being  immaterial  what  shape  it 
may  be  presented  in. 
Bnt,  ur,  if  we  are  compelled  to  swallow  this 


'  Bill  lAmL,  1828. 

bitter  dose,  I  wish  to  make  it  as  palatable  as 
possible,  and  by  way  of  sweetening  will  vote 
to  rets^  molasses.  And  further,  nr,  in'  the 
general  dispensation  of  benefits  which  is  pro- 
posed, and  held  ont,  by  the  friends  of  this  bill 
on  the  "  American  System,"  as  it  is  called,  the 
interests  of  all  parts  of  the  Union,  and  every 
class  of  the  community,  onght  to  be  looked  to, 
and  equal  justice  done  to  all.  Now,  air,  I  ask 
my  colleagne  what  other  items  ore  there  in  the 
bill  from  which  North  Carolina  can  expect  any 
benefits,  except  those  proposed  to  be  stricken 
out,  and  perhaps  one  other,  that  of  iron  ?  Hy 
colleague  is  no  doubt  correct  as  regards  the 
seaboard  of  North  Carolina,  and  the  particular 
section  which  he  represents;  bnt  with  the 
western  end  of  North  Carolina  it  is  very  differ- 
ent; we  have  none  of  the  advantages  of  com- 
merce, and  conseqnentiy  none  of  Uie  benefita 
resulting  from  this  lumber  and  molasses  trade ; 
but  we  have  in  many  parts  of  North  CarolinA, 
a  dimate  and  soil  well  adapted  to  the  cnltore 
of  hemp,  and  if  other  articles  and  branches  of 
indostry  are  to  be  protected,  an  adequate  pro- 
tection on  hemp  would  cert^nly  benefit  tboae 
who  nught  think  proper  to  tnm  their  attention 
to  the  growing  of  that  article.  [Here  Ur. 
Brtut  explain^  and  said,  his  colleague  was 
mistaken  as  regards  hemp ;  he  bsd  not  intend- 
ed making  any  argnmeut  upon  that  subject : 
he  had  intended  confining  his  remarks  to  the 
single  item  of  molasses.  He  begged  leave  to 
assure  his  colleagne,  that  he  was  opposed  m 
U>t«  to  the  tariff  on  prlndple.] 

Mr.  C.  resumed,  and  sail),  he  bad  understood 
his  collesgne  as  having  spoken  generally  in 
favor  of  the  amendment  of  the  genUeman  baax 
Maine,  wliioh  was  to  strike  from  the  bUl  both 
hemp  and  molasses,  and  he  had  thought  tliat 
hemp  was  necessarily  included.  Be  was  grati- 
fied, however,  to  learn,  that  the  argument  was 
intended  to  be  confined  to  molasses.     But  my 


importance  to  the  grain  growers  of  North 
Carolina,  (and  they  form  a  large  m^ority  of 
the  population  of  the  State,}  that  this  item 
should  be  retuned  in  the  bill,  than  perhaps  any 
other,  and  the  reasons  are  briefly  these :  mo- 
lasses aro  import«d  in  vast  quantities  from  the 
West  Indies,  and  is  the  material  from  which  la 
distilled  a  noxious  spirit  commonly  called  in 
North  Carolina  "Yanxee  mm."  No  one  knows 
better  than  my  collea^e,  that  the  whole  sea^ 
board  of  our  State  is  mandated  witii  this  poi- 
BonoQS  stuff,  nor  is  it  confined  to  the  seaboard 
only,  for  it  is  thrown  in  vast  qnantities  all  over 
the  sonthem  ^tountry,  and  has  fonnd  its  way 
into  as  many  parts  as  has  their  wooden  docks, 
and  wooden  nutmegs.  Now,  sir,  if  this  dnty  is 
imposed  upon  molasses,  it  will  have  the  effect 
to  stop  in  a  degree  the  distillation  of  Yankee 
mm,  and  in  the  same  ratio  that  the  quantity  of 
mm  is  diminished,  so  will  the  demand  for  do- 
mestic spirits  (wbiskev,  &q.)  be  increased ;  and, 
in  this  are  the  only  advautsgee  to  be  oalonlat«a 
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<«bf  ttte  fomung  oommnnity  of  North  Oftro- 
Uu.  It  ■{ipean,  air,  from  oalcnlation,  or  rath- 
er estimiUs  which  have  b««n  nude,  that  there 
in  tboat  eight  millions  of  gallons  of  mm  an- 
anaH;  distilled  from  imported  molasses.  Now, 
sr,  tf  this  distiDatioa  of  foreign  material  was 
eUpped,  there  would  bo  an  increased  demand 
for  ue  qririts  distilled  from  domeitia  materials, 
to  ■  corresponding  amount  of  gaUoDS ;  and  if 
tnj  benefits  are  to  result  from  this  "  American 
Sjstan,"  (as  it  liaa  been  christened,)  I  can  see 
nooe  to  the  grun  grower,  except  those  which 
m^  lesalt  from  saoh  an  increased  dn^  upon 
iDMisws  as  win  pr«Tent  the  distillation  of 
Tuke*  ram,  thereW  Wording  a  moet  exten- 
ii™  miAet  for  whiabej. 

Mj  colleagne  has  uked,  sir,  bnt  asked  it 
nther  in  a  vein  of  homor,  for  reallj  I  cannot 
think  Urn  serious,  "Whether  wa  should  dt 
here  le^tjlating  for  the  protection  of  a  noxious 
liaoor,  -wliich  tends  to  deRradatJon  t "  meaning 
whiskej.  Now,  Hr.  Ohoirman,  I  appeal  to  the 
candid  decision  of  mj  coilessne,  which  is  the 
most  Doiiocu,  poisonous,  and  degrading  in  its 
nature,  good  rye  whiskey  or  mean  Yankee 
nmi  f  I  win  not  do  mj  ooUeagae  the  injtistice 
to  My,  sir,  that  he  is  in  &vor  of  the  protecting 
or  American  system;  bnt  if  he  anonld  be, 
vhst  is  &ere  that  demands,  in  a  more  'eminent 
degree,  his  protecting  care,  than  the  health  of 
liis  oonstitn^tst  Nothing,  sir.  And  to  that 
end  I  eaS  upon  him  in  sober  seriousness 
to  liaiudi  Yankee  ram,  and  mbstitate  good 
whiskey. 

Fbtdat,  April  4. 

ilr.  HuoLTo^,  ftom  the  Select  Committee 
on  BetreachmcDt  in  the  expcmsee  of  the  Oov- 
erament,  reported  the  ft^owing  resolution : 

Bitoln^  Tint  the  Select  Committee  on  the  vi3>- 
ject  of  ictnachmant  be  empoveted  to  send  for  per- 
•OM  sad  p^wto,  for  the  poipcaa  of  continniDg  and 
cgopleting  the  eiunination. 

Vr.  SiBoxa  said,  that  he  was  opposed  to  the 
Rsolstian  just  offered  by  the  Ohairman  of  the 
Select  Oonunittee,  (Ur.  HAioLTbK.)  He  had 
never  been  one  of  those  who  had  denied  the 
<wii*itnlimnil  power  of  the  House  to  authorize 
a  SUndinK  Oommtttee  to  send  for  persoDs  and 
Wn  Headiiotol>|eettoitaatl>atground. 
It  aigltt  be  DOC  only  proper,  bnt  sometimos  in- 


delegate  this  high 
powtr  to  a  committee  of  this  Honse.  Nor  was 
us  otgeetioD  to  any  want  of  confidence  in  the 
■Muboa  of  the  oaDimittee.  He  supposed,  as 
•^ra  bamd  to  do,  that  am-  Select,  as  well  as 
Madbg  GtHnmitZeea,  would  always  execute 
^  tmt  rtpomd  in  them  honestly  and  furiy. 
on  bk  objectioa  was  to  the  general,  unlimited 
fU  of  this  power,  either  to  this  or  to  any 
mW  etnmiittee,  or,  indeed,  to  any  select  tK>dy 
<^Ufl.  /t  is  a  hixh  trust — a  great  power.  It 
if  ttaiied  to  tfa^HotiM ;  and  as  it  acts,  when 


exercised,  and  can  act  only,  upon  the  personal 
liberty  and  private  confidence  of  the  citizens, 
and  upon  every  citizen,  from  one  extreme  of 
the  eoontry  to  the  other,  he  was  decidedly 
agunst  giving  it  to  any  body  of  men,  to  be  ex* 
ercised  at  deir  will,  and  upon  whom  they 
please.  He  said,  his  opinion  bad  been,  and  stlu 
was,  that  this  power  to  send  for  persons  and 
papers  should  never  be  granted,  unless  the  ob- 
jects of  it  were  specified.  The  witnesses  and 
documents  wanted  ought  to  be  named.  This 
can  always  be  done  with  sufficient  certainty. 
The  exercise  of  this  enormous  power  will  thus 
be  limited  and  safe.  It  will  uien  be  always 
under  the  control  of  the  Home.  If  the  honor- 
able mover  of  the  resolution  will  name  the 
witnesses  and  papers,  and  state  that  they  are 
necessary  to  the  proper  investigation  of  the 
matter  in  hand,  he  shall  have  my  gapport. 

Mr.  Stobbs  said,  that,  generally,  he  bad  no 
objection  to  vesting  the  power  of  sending  for 
persons  and  papers  in  a'comnuttee  ^  the 
House,  when  Uiey  asked  it,  if  any  good  reasons 
conld  be  offered  by  them  for  such  a  course. 
But  it  was  a  high  power,  and  to  be  exercised 
ouder  a  sound  discretion — not  on  every  trifling 
occasion,  and  by  so  means  'as  a  matter  of 
course.  He  could  not  oonsent  to  vote  for  it, 
unless  some  reasons  were  offered  in  favor  of  it. 
None  had  been  ^ven,  and  he  asked  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  to  inform  the  House  for 
what  purpose  the  committee  asked  this  power 
— to  what  subjects  it  was  to  be  applied— and 
to  show  that  it  was  necessary  to  the  discharge 
of  their  duties.  If  the  House  was  satisfied  on 
these  points,  he  thought  no  one  would  r^ose 
to  grant  them  the  power ;  bnt  he  trusted  that 
they  would  not  vote  for  it  merely  because  it 
was  asked. 

Mr.  EuuLToir  amd,  in  reply,  that  the  com- 
mittee had  been  parUcnlarly  charged  to  exam- 
ine into  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  several 
Departments,  and  the  necesuty  of  retaining 
them.  In  the  discharge  of  this  duty,  the  com- 
mittee were  of  opinion,  that  it  would  be,  on 
all  accounts,  most  proper  to  go  into  an  oral  ex- 
amination, which  could  only  be  done,  by  re- 
quiring the  attendance  of  the  clerks.  Another 
object,  to  which  their  Inquiries  were  to  be 
directed,  was  the  coutingent  expenses  of  the 
Departments.  On  this,  also,  the  committee 
thought  it  material  to  require  a  verbal  explana- 
tion of  the  various  items,  and  that  the  eiami- 
ition  should  be  conducted  under  oath.  If  tlie 
iwer  requested  should  be  refused  by  the 
!oase,  all  the  time  of  the  committee  would  be 
consumed  in  running  backwards  and  forwards 
to  and  from  the  Departments.  They  consid- 
ered it  mach  more  expedient  to  devote  such 
time  as  could  be  given  to  the  duties  of  their 
appointment,  to  stated  sittings,  at  which  the 
presence  of  the  clerks,  and  other  persons  to  be 
examined,  should,  from  time  to  time,  be  re- 

The  resolution  was  carried  without  a  count. 
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TcBSDAT,  April  8. 
Tariff  Bill. 

The  Honae  rcflnmed  the  oonuderatioD  of  the 
Tariff  BiU. 

Ur.  Mali^bt  moved  the  amendment  he  had 
before  offered,  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes 
with  the  alteration  of  inserting  the  worda 
"  carpets,  and  carpeting,"  aft«r  the  word 
"  blankets."  Ur.  Uallixt  supported  the 
amendment  at  some  length. 

Ur.  Ebembb  delivered  a  short  speech  in  op- 
position  to  the  amendment,  but  in  favor  of  a 
moderate  B7stem  of  protection. 

Cries  for  the  qaeation  were  now  lond  in  all 
parts  of  the  Eonse,  when 

The  amendment  of  Hr.  Uujabt  was  re- 
jected:, by — yeas  80,  naya  116. 

Tlu. — Heisn.  Allen  of  ¥us.,  Andenon  of  P^, 
Bul^y,  Baldwin,  Barber  of  Conn.,  Baricer,  Biroard, 
B»niey,  BarUett,  Bxrtley,  BMea  of  Ham.,  Beecher, 
Blake,  Broirn,  Buckner,  Buck,  BurKca,  Butman, 
Chue,  Clark  of  Ej.,  CondJct,  Creigbton,  Crown- 
inabield,  Davenport  of  Obio,  DbvIb  of  Man.,  Dickei^ 
■on,  Doraej,  Doight,  Everett,  Gamse;,  Gorbam, 
Heal;,  Hodges,  Hunt^  IngersoU,  Jeanitiga,  Johns, 
Lawrence.  LefBer,  Letcher,  Little,  Locke,  Hallarj, 
Mirkell,  Hartindale,  Uarvin,  McLean,  Uerwin,  Mi- 
ner, O'Brien,  Pearce,  Phelps,  Pieison,  Plant,  Reed, 
KchardiOD,  Rusaell,  Sloane,  Smith  of  Ind.,  Spragae, 
Stewart,  Strong  Stom,  Swann,  Taylor,  Tbompaon 
of  New  Jersey,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  New  Jersey,  Tance, 
Tarnnm,  Vinton,  Wales,  Ward,  Whipple,  WUttle- 
eey,  W{lw>n  of  Pa.,  Bilas  Wood,  Woodl  of  Ohio, 
Woodcock,  Wright  of  0Mo~-80. 

Nats. — Messrs.  Addams,  Alexander,  AUen  of  Ta., 
Aoderson  of  Hune,  Archer,  Armstrong,  John  S. 
Barbonr,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barlow,  Barrioger, 
Bates  of  Misaoiu^  Belden,  Bell,  Blair,  Brent,  Bryan, 
Buchanan,  Bunner,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Carter, 
Chilton,  Clubome,  Clark  of  Kew  York,  Conner, 
Coulter,  Crockett,  Culpeper,  Daniel,  Davenport  of 
Virginia,  Davis  of  South  Carolina,  De  Graff,  Desha, 
Drayton,  Duncan,  Earll,  Findlaj,  Floyd  of  Virginia, 
Floyd  of  Georgia,  Fort,  Forward,  Fry,  Oarrow,  Gil- 
mer.  Green,  Gurley,  Haile,  Eallock,  Hall,  Hamilton, 
Harvey,  Haynes,  Hobble,  HotAnaa,  Holmes,  Isacks, 
Eeese,  King,  Kremer,  Lecompte,  Lea,  Uvingaton, 
Long,  Lumpkin,  Lyon,  Magee,  Marable,  Martin, 
Maxwell,  McCoy,  UcDuffle,  HcHatton^  Melnlire, 
McKean,  HcEee,  Mercer,  Metcalfe,  HlteleU  of  Fa., 
MiCcbeil  of  TeDDesseo,  Moore  of  Kentncky,  Moore 
of  Alabama,  Newton,  Nuckolls,  Oakley,  Orr,  Owen, 
Polk,  Ramsey,  Ripley,  Rives,  Roane,  Bhepperd, 
Smyth  of  Viigieia,  Sprigg,  Btanberry,  Stevenaon  of 
Pa,  Bterigere,  Slower,  Sutherland,  Thompson  of  Oa., 
Trezvant,  Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Toriier,  Van 


,  John  J,  Wood,  WoU  Wright  of  New 
York,  Taucey— lis. 

Mr.  BrBTENBOiT,  of  Penosjlvanift,  now  moved 
to  amend  the  bill ;  bat  before  any  decision  was 
had  on  iiis  motion, 

The  Eonse  adjonrned. 

TuBSDAT,  April  IS, 

The  Tariff  BUL 

The  qneetion  recurring  on  the  amendment 


BOL  [Aran^  182a. 

proposed  by  Ifr.  Gobuak,  to  except  ravens  dncli 
from  the  operation  of  the  proposed  duty  on  buI 
doolc,  it  was  negatived  by — yeas  80,  nays  12S. 

Mr.  BpBaaux  moved  to  strike  out  Uio  pro- 
posed duty  of  ten  cents  on  molaeaes,  and  ob- 
eerved,  that  he  abonld  not  ent«r  into  any  dis- 
CQsdon  of  the  subject,  especially  after  the  re- 
marks which  he  had  heard  yesterday ;  for,  as 
several  gentlemen  had  said  that  they  wonld  re- 
tain this,  and  otlier  it«ms  of  the  bill,  which  they 
considered  as  noxious  in  themselves,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  destroying  the  hill,  any  ar- 
gunent  that  he  might  ose,  for  the  pnrpoee  of 
showing  that  the  item  was  a  bad  one,  would 
only  operate  with  them  to  prevent  its  rdection. 

Mr.  Bavskt  snggeeted  a  donbt,  whether  this 
ctanse  shonld  be  stricken  oat,  the  exiBting 
da^  wonld  not  thereby  be  aboUshed,  alao ; 
and  so  molassea  become  free  oi  all  doty  what- 

Mr.  Vkboxb  shonld  vote  to  strike  out  the 
present  doty  from  the  bilL  Ee  believed  the 
country  was  abundantly  capable  of  supplying 
its  own  sngar  and  molasses,  but  was  opposed  to 
interfering,  by  legislation,  to  hasten  that  supply. 

Kr.  BuBon  warmly  supported  the  motion  of 
Mr.  Spbaohb.  He  thought  the  doty  caloulated 
to  operate  as  mnch  agamat  the  Middle  as  the 
Eastenf  Btates,  and  believed  that  it  would  in- 
jure the  sugar-growing  parts  of  the  country,  by 
giving  a  premature  excitement  to  the  produc- 
tion of  our  own  molasses.  Ee  thought  it  was 
a  policy  of  indirection,  going  to  ruin  the  trade 
of  the  Eastern  Btates  to  fulfil  a  paltry  promise 
to  the  manufacturers  of  whiskey. 

Mr.  StrTHBBLAHD  replied  to  Mr.  Bdbokb,  and 
opposed  the  motion  to  strike  out.  He  was  ia 
flavor  of  carrying  the  American  Bystem  fnlly 
ont,  and  let  it  operate  alike  on  all  parts  of  the 
countiT-.  The  Uarrishnrg  Convention  them- 
selves had  recommended  that  the  distillation  of 
^irite  from  foreign  materials  should  be  disooor- 
flged.  The  southern  country  could  famish  mo- 
lasses enough  for  the  supply  of  the  whole 

Mr.  8.  read  a  quotation  from  the  minutes  ot 
the  Harrisburg  Convention. 

Mr.  Mali^bt  remarked,  that  he  should  have 
been  very  happy  if  the  gentieman  had  shown 
an  eaual  anxiety  to  comply  with  other  reeom- 
menaations  of  that  convention. 

Mr.  CoRDioT  moved  to  amend  the  bill  In  rela- 
tion to  the  duty  on  molasses,  by  striking  ont 
"  ten,"  and  inserting  "  seven  and  a  half  cents ;" 
which  Le  did  by  way  of  making  the  oluise  as 
perfect  as  possible,  before  the  motion  to  strike 
'  out  should  be  entertuned. 

Mr.  WioELiFVB  reaomed  his  remarks,  referred 
to  the  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  in  1824-,  on  the  mo- 
lasses duty,  and  explained  how  the  item  come 
to  be  thrown  out  from  the  tariff  bill  of  that 
year.  He  then  adverted  to  the  operation  of 
the  present  law,  and  contended  that,  by  mixing 
four  gallons  of  whiskey  with  one  gallon  of  mo- 
lasses, and  thus  prodn<nttg  five  gidioiks  of  New 
England  mm,  the  expcoter  of  that  artide^  P&7- 
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Id|&<f«  cent!  Anty  on  his  mnlnnnm,  mA  receiv- 
n(tir«nt7  oents  drawback  on  hia  nun,  made  a 
dar  fun  of  fiftoen  ttatta  on  tiie  five  gallons. 

Mr.  WusBT,  of  N,  T.,  said  he  putionlu'l; 
aMctned  himself  to  Mntlemeii  sitaated  as  he 
wu  in  rdation  to  this  bilL  Since  tho  bill  had 
been  before  the  House,  the  dat;  upon  foreign 
^liriU  had  been  increased  from  10  cents  per 
gallMi,  the  increase  proposed  hj-  the  Oommittee 
cm  Hsniibctnrea,  to  IS  cents  per  gallon,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  {veseDt  dntf .  He  aaked  whether 
an;  msmber  of  the  Honse  liTed  in  a  district  of 
toaatrj  where  fbreign  spirits  are  not  nsed  f  Bo 
&r  IS  his  knowledge  Mrtended,  sneh  could  not 
be  the  fM^  UTill  gentiemen  then  consent  to 
■dd  16  cents  per  gallon  to  the  dnt;-  npon  for- 
eign qnritB,  and  but  2  ceota  to  a  gailoa  of  New 
England  nun  t  The  efi'ect  of  biu£  a  step  ooold 
onlj  be  to  give  a  bounty  npon  the  mannfoctaro 
of  nuD  from  nolasees.  For  what  is  this  boun- 
ty to  be  ^v«t  t  The  molasses  are  imported. 
Put  tlMiD  m  the  shape  of  ardent  spirits,  and  the 
q>irite  thns  obtunea  interfere  directl;  with  the 
market  for  the  whiskey  made  from  the  grain  of 
the  oomtry.  All  the  whiskey  tbe  conntry  can 
nake^  and  market,  fitniishes  a  market  for  just 
so  much  of  tbe  grain  of  onr  farmers,  whioh  now 
win  not  sell,  and  most  remmn  upon  tboir  bands. 
This  is  the  imly  Tiew  of  the  flobjeot  I  will  pre- 

MDt. 

I  nted  ogunM  the  doty  of  IS  oents  npon  the 
fcnign  qMrits.  I  did  think  it  too  high  In  pro- 
portion to  the  dnty  of  6  cents  proposed  npon 
mdmes  of  which  Uie  ram  is  made.  I  now 
appeal  to  those  gentlemen  who  voted  for  the  16 
cents  inenaBe  npon  foreign  spirits ;  to  the  geo- 
tlemin  fitmo  lUne,  (Mr.  SPHiOBi,)  who  made 
tbe  motiMi  to  strike  ont  the  whole  daty  npon 
mobsMM,  while  he,  at  the  same  time,  votod  to 
increase  the  dn^  16  cents  upon  the  foreign  spir- 
its modetrf  the  same  material,  will  they,  iust«ad 
(^  prohibtcing,  pre  a  bonn^  npon  the  making 
of  mm  frmn  forngn  molasses  t  Have  they  no 
fceli]^  no  ragwa  for  those  who  nse  the  for- 
ngn  spirits  f  Will  they  compel  them  to  ose  the 
Vew  fenplMwi  instead  of  the  West  India  nun  I 
Thit  shall  not  be  my  conrse.  If  our  own  spirits 
cannot  hare  the  market,  if  the  foreign  mousses 
or  tbe  fitnign  rum  mnst  be  imported  to  conflict 
with  U)e  sale  of  oar  whiskey,  I  am  willing  the 
<onnmer  should  take  his  election  which  he 
win  bring  ioto  the  eonntry,  I  will  not  consent 
to  prdubit  the  one  by  an  extravagant  dntj,  and 
leare  tbe  other  without  any,  or  with  a  nominal 


Hr.  Oonici  observed  in  reply,  that  be  was 
one  of  tboee  who  hod  voted  to  increase  the 
^■ty  on  iaqK»ted  nun ;  he  had  done  so  on 
priodple,  and  was  always  ready  to  vote  to  in- 
CToase  aoch  a  dnty.  He  would  vote  for  an  ex- 
cise OS  domeatic  spirits,  and  did  not  consider 
(hat  this  wo*  at  all  inconustent  with  redncing 
tb«  drty  on  molasses,  eight  millions  of  gallons 
irf  whidi  was  nsed  for  food,  to  three  mUlioDB 
w^  was  distilled. 

1  replied  to  his  oolleagne, 


BOl.  [H.  or  a 

Oil",  Weisbt,)  and  wished  to  know  how  this 
doty  would  reach  the  western  farmers,  but 
through  the  western  distillera.  No  posmble 
protection  ooold  bring  tbe  whiskey  of  theWest- 
evn  States  to  compete  in  New  England  with 
the  ram  distilled  there,  because  New  England 
had  nothing  to  give  to  the  West  for  whiskey, 
bn  t  oould  exchange  all  her  prodnots  for  molasses 
in  the  West  Indies. 

Mr.  UiTOHXLL,  of  S.  Garolina,  sud ;  he  sbonld 
vote  for  rotsjning  the  dnty  on  molasses,  because 
be  believed  that  keeping  it  in  the  bill  wontd 


getv 


IS  against  the  &aa\  passage  of  the  bill ; 
t  pass,  he  wuhed  the  poor 


and  if  tbe  bill  mn»t  j 

to  be  made  to  feel  its  oppressive  operation, 
that  a  stronger  interest  might  be  created  in 
the  country  against  the  Tariff  System. 

Mr.  Wrioht,  ofObioLsoid;  Bir,  I  am  in&vn 
of  the  amendment  of  the  genUeman  from  New 
Jersey,  (Mr.  CoitdiotO  it  is  similar  nearly  to 
one  I  had  prepared,  and  was  about  to  offer.  I 
would  not  strike  molasses  iVom  the  bill ;  it  is 
an  artjole  that  I  tbink  will  bear  an  increased 
duty,  and  so  tar  as  it  is  brought  into  the 
conntry  for  distillation,  a  dnty  eqnal  to  tbat 
proposed  in  the  bill,  or  even  higher.  The 
article  is  one  of  great  balk  for  its  value,  incon- 
venient to  handle,  and  hazardons  to  keep ;  one 
chargeable  with  high  freight  on  its  transporta- 
tion. These  things  operate  of  themselves  to 
protect  the  prodnction  of  it  in  this  country 
to  a  considerable  extent.  Beyond  this,  the 
duty  imposed  on  its  importation  by  the  ousting 
law  is  equal  to  50  or  75  per  cent,  of  its  value, 
at  tbe  place  whence  imported.  If  I  am 
oorrect,  tJae  duty  of  10  cents  the  gallon  pro- 
posed by  tbe  bill,  would  be  from  lOO  to  130 
per  cent.  This  is  a  duty  all^ther  dispropor- 
tioned  to  the  other  propositions  in  the  bill. 
Muoh  the  greatest  moiety  of  this  article  enters 
into  the  conaumption  of  the  middling  classes  and 
poor  families,  for  food  and  common  culinary 
purposes — it  is  wholesome,  and  nutritions — its 
consumption  in  that  way  shonld  be  encouraged. 
Why  then  is  it  proposed  to  levy  a  duty  on  this 
article  higher  than  any  other  article  in  the  bill  I 
I  will  not  impute  improper  motives  to  any  one, 
but  I  may  advert  to  what  has  passed  here 
before  our  eyes.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Mr,  OAVBaaLOso,)  who  has  been  a  con-  . 
sistent  and  warm  opponent  of  all  tari^  says 
tbat  the  tariff  law  of  1B24  would  never  have 
passed  if  molaasee  had  not  been  stricken  ont.  I 
recoUect  well  the  time  alluded  to,  and  Uien 
believed  as  I  do  now,  that  bnt  for  tbe  reas<m 
given  by  the  gentleman,  the  act  of  1824  never 
would  have  passed.  I  voted  then  to  strike  ont 
molasses,  because  I  was  then  as  now  friendly  to 
affording  proteotion  to  American  industry  and 
then  OB  now  opposed  to  the  gentleman  from 
New  York ;  and  because  I  was  not  willing  to 
sacrifice  a  great  measure  merely  to  graUFy  a 
desire  to  retain  an  article  in  the  bill  for  experi- 
ment's sake,  however  much  the  project  might 
be  tbe  favorite  of  a  friend,  whose  opinion  I 
respected.    The  vote  that  struck  this  article 
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from  the  bill  of  1824, 1  have  never  beard 
Bored  in  anj  part  of  the  ooontrj.  I  Bm  : 
as  I  vaa  in  1BS4,  friendlr  to  the  sjBtem  of 
protection — I  feal  aniiouB  to  pasB  an  efficient 
act,  one  tiiat  will  revive  the  desponding  and 
depressed  intereBts  of  the  coaatrj.  It  is 
notorioDH  that  the  item  imposing  a  high  dnty 
on  molassee,  bearing  as  it  does  almost  exclu- 
wvely  on  one  section  of  the  conntry.  Jeopards 
the  passage  of  the  bill  now  as  it  did  in  1834^ 
the  tax  on  Uiis  artjcle  has  not  been  prayed 
for  by  any  portion  of  the  conntry,  I  will  not 
Bay  it  was  introdnced  into  the  bill,  at  the  rate 
of  dnty  affixed  to  it,  willi  the  design  to  defeat 
the  bill,  bnt  1  do  think  its  tendency  is  to  defeat 
it:  and  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Hr. 
Cambbbukq,)  whose  hostility  to  the  system 
no  one  will  qnestion,  sars  he  will  vote  to 
retain  this  bnrtbeusome  dnij,  as  a  means  of 
defeating  the  bill ;  or,  if  it  All  to  prodnoe  that 
effect,  in  the  hope  that  by  its  severe  operation 
npon  the  poor,  it  will  be  so  sensibly  felt,  and 
be  BO  generally  deprecated,  aa  to  produce  dis- 
content and  alarm,  and  make  converts  to  his 
anti-tariff  doctrines.  The  same  sentimentfl 
haTe  been  avowed  by  tlie  gentlemen,  from 
Sooth  Carolina,  fUr.  MitohbllI)  fr«m  Georgia, 
(Mr.  GiuiBR,)  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Wkbms,) 
and  others.  These  gentlemen  are  all  known  to 
he  bitter  enemies  late  of  the  tariff.  They 
openly  and  frankly  avow  their  determination 
to  vote  for  this  dnty,  and  for  the  highest  rate 
of  daty  on  articles  of  common  nse,  to  raise  the 
prico,  oppress  the  consamer,  to  make  the 
system  odrous,  and  eventually  to  destroy  all 
protection.  Now,  sir,  can  I,  who  have  always 
been  a  friend  to  the  Bystem,  with  the  declara- 
tions made  in  open  day,  thinking  now  as  I  did 
in  1B24,  that  tlie  retention  of  this  high  and 
onerons  dnty  endangers  the  system,  can  I, 
desiroQB  as  I  am  that  some  bill.  If  it  afford  -bnt 
alight  increase  of  protection  to  the  great,  snffer- 
ing,  and  crying  interests  of  the  country,  shonld 
pass  to  save  them  from  total  prostration  of 
rain,  fall  in  with  onr  adversaries,  nnite  with 
onr  open  and  avowed  enemies,  aid  to  advance 
their  plan  of  operations,  to  retain  in  the  hill  an 
item  they  iLink  and  intend  shall  defeat  and 
destroy  the  measure  altogether  t 

Mr.  Woodcock  replied  to  Mr,  Wrioht,  of 
Kew  York,  and  ezpltdned  the  reason  why  he 
had  voted  for  an  increased  daty  on  foreign 
spirits,  referred  to  the  testimony  on  the  subject 
of  whiskey,  and  remonstrated  agwnst  taxing 
an  article  of  snch  general  and  important  nse  as 
molasses,  to  enconrage  Western  distillation. 

Mr.  BnaniNAN  professed  to  be  a  decided 
friend  to  the  policy  of  protecting  domestic  in- 
dostiT,  bat  his  attachment  to  the  bill  wonid  be 
greaUv  diminished  if  the  duty  on  molasses 
uionla  be  stricken  ont.  He  contended  that 
every  three  gallons  of  molasses,  imported  into 
this  conntry,  to  be  mimofactnred  into  New 
England  mm,  took  the  place  of  one  bushel  of 
oom  or  rye ;  and  that,  for  each  cent  per  gallon, 
which  wfa  added  to  tlie  prioe  of  whiskej,  the 


[Apan^  lesa 

distillers  in  his  district  coold,  and  did  pve  an 
odditiooal  price,  of  between  two  and  three  cents 
per  bushel  for  grun.  He  had  voted  to  strike 
ont  the  daty  on  molasses  in  16S4,  to  save  tlie 
tariff  bUl,  bnt  should  not  do  so  again. 

Mr.  LrrarosToir  said,  that  the  debate  had 
hitherto  been  condacted,  as  if  only  two  inter-  ' 
eats  in  the  conntry  were  concerned  in  lliia  daty 
on  molasses — the  navigating  and  the  gr^ 
growing  interest  They  both  seemed  to  forget 
that  there  was  a  third  party,  which  consisted 
of  those  who  produced  domestic  molasses.  This 
duty,  if  laid,  would  operate  to-protect  not  only 
the  growers  of  grun,  bnt  the  growers  of  sngar. 
There  was,  in  Uie  State  of  Lonisisna,  land  ca- 
pable of  prodncing  enoagh  sugar  and  molaHseB 
to  supply  the  whole  oonsumptdon  of  the  United 
Stat^  There  were  npwards  of  a  million  t^ 
acres,  each  of  which  would  produce  sixty  rbI- 
lons  of  molasses.  The  eastern  traders  coold  aa 
well  take  their  molasBes  from  New  Orleans,  as 
from  the  West  Indies,  and  might  give  the  same 
articles  in  exchange  for  it.  He  was  opposed  to 
the  principle  of  the  bill,  bnt  believing  that  it 
would  pass,  he  wished  his  oonstitaents  to  have 
some  shore  in  the  benefit,  if  any  was  to  grow 
ont  of  it. 

Mr.  SpAAomt  n>oke  in  reply  to  Mr.  Wick- 
UFVE,  and  denied  that  there  was  any  proo£ 
either  that  fonr  gallons  of  whiskey  were  mixed 
with  one  gallon  of  molasses,  or  that  ram,  thoa 
prodnced,  wasj  by  fraud  and  peijnry,  exnmted 
for  the  benefit  of  drawback.  Such  cnarges 
should  not  be  made  witbont  evidence. 

Mr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  said,  he  should  not  con- 
trovert the  statement  of  Mr.  Wiokliffk,  bnt,  if 
it  was  a  fact,  that  every  gallon  of  moIsBsee  was 
a  sponge  to  drink  np  foor  gallons  of  whiskey, 
the  people  of  his  district  would  be  very  glad  to 
hear  of  it,  and  the  Importation  of  molaasea 
ought  certainly  to  be  encouraged.  With  sucJi 
a  premium,  the  people  of  New  England  could 
well  afford  to  buy  np  and  re-distil  me  whiskey 
of  the  West,  or,  if  not,  the  people  of  the  Weet 
could  afford  to  do  it  for  themselves. 

Mr.  WicKLiFFX,  after  recommending  to  Mr. 
Woods  to  sne  oat  a  patent  for  his  mode  of  cal- 
culation, replied  to  Mr.  Spsaoitk,  denied  hia 
own  knowledge  as  to  the  proportion  in  whidi 
whiskey  was  mixed  with  molasses,  or  as  to  ita 
exportation  for  benefit  of  drawback,  bnt  quoted 
a  passage  from  the  minntes  of  the  Harrisbnrg 
Convention,  respecting  certain  exports  fr^nn 
Baltimore,  He  repelled  the  insinuations  whioh 
had  been  thrown  ont  as  to  the  motives  of  those 
who  refused  to  go  the  whole  length  to  which 
friends  of  the  tariff  system  were  dispowd 
to  carry  it. 

Mr.  Bpbaoub  replied,  repeated  his  demand 
lur  proof  as  to  fraud  and  perjnry,  explained  the 
quotation  which  Mr.  Wioslipfs  had  made,  that 
genUeman  having  supposed  that  whiskey.  New 
England  rum,  apple  brandy,  and  peach  brandy, 
were  all  mixed  in  one  cask,  because  they  were 
■11  mentioned  in  one  sentence. 

After  some  explanation  between  Meear^  Fob- 
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Tim  tod  Spx^anK,  as  to  the  miztore  of  whis- 
iej  ind  mcdaasea,  and  Bnother  expluistioii  bj' 
Ur.  Lose,  u  to  the  motives  of  Mb  vote  in  1824, 
the  question  wss  pat  on  Kr.  Condiot's  smend- 
meai,  fto  strike  ont  ten  and  insert  seven,)  and 
decided  In  the  negative,  by— jew  98,  noes  104. 
The  question  was  then  pnt  on  Mr.  Spsiqur'b 
imeodmeDt,  (to  strike  ont  the  datr,)  which  was 
tiw  decided  in    the  negallTe,  h; — jeaa   82, 

Mr.  V&BO  demanded  the  previons  qnestion, 
ud  the  demand  was  enstoined  by  the  Hoii0»^ 
ajeilOT. 

Tba  Speaker,  then,  bj  request,  stated  the 
effect  of  the  preTioni  question ;  whioh  would 
be  not  to  set  aside  as;  of  the  amendments 
which  had  been  adopted,  bnt  to  preclude  all 
fiffther  amendment  and  farther  debat«. 

He  then  pnt  the  previons  qneation,  in  the  fol- 
lowing voras:  "Snail  the  m^  qnestion  now 
be  pnt  ?  "  tod  it  was  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
bj-— jeas  110,  nays  81. 

Tbo  Speaker  Uien  pnt  tiie  main  qnestion,  in 
tb»  raOawing  words:  "ShaU  this  bill  be  en- 
groMsd  aod  read  the  third  time  t  " 

3Cr.  Rbd  then  demanded  that  tlie  nudn  qnea- 
ti(»  be  taktti  bj  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
ocdaied ;  th^  stood  as  foUows : 

Tua. — Mfii.  Anderson  of  Pa.,  ArmBtrong, 
Bydwin,  Buber  ot  Conn.,  Barlow,  Barnard,  Bait- 
ley,  Beccher,  Bdden,  Blika,  Brown,  Boehuiui, 
B«dBcr.  B)idc  Bnuier,  Boices,  Chase,  Chilton, 
Clark  of  Kew  Totk,  Clark  of  Eentookj,  CondicL, 
Cooliet,  Crdchtoo,  Crowninshield,  Daniel,  Dareo- 
won  of  OUa,  De  Ora^  Dickinson,  Duncan,  Dw^ht, 
Eftril,  Jiaik.1,  Ponrard,  FVy,  Okie,  OamscT,  Garrow, 
GreoD,  Hurey,  Heal;,  Bobbie,  Hoffinan,  Hunt,  Ing- 
ham, Jcaningi,  Johns,  Keeae,  King,  Eremer,  Law- 

,  LMonrate,  Leffler,   Letcher,   UtUe,   " 

a,  Iblhry,  Harkell,  " "      " 


r.  Miner,  Utcbea  of  Fa^  Monra  of  Keotncky, 
Orr,Fh^i^IVfaoa,BanNey,BaMell,  Soane,  &mth 
•f  Indiana,  Sp/igs<  Stanbetry,  Bterenson  of  Fa., 
SUfigm,  Stewart,  SWita,  Btower,  Strong,  Swaui, 
Snik,  Sotbeiiaad,  Taylor,  Thompson  of  S.  J.,  Tncy, 
Tnckv  of  H.  J^anoa,  Tan  Horn,  Tan  SensMlaer, 
VbttOD,  Wales.  Whi^  WhlMleser,  Wicktide,  Wil- 
MD  al  Pa.,  John  J.  Wood,  Silia  Wood,  Woods  of 
Muo,  WcNNfeock,  W(^  Wright  of  New  Tork, 
Wf^  of  Ohio,  Tancey— 109. 

!l&Ti.-4easrs.  Alexander,  ADen  of  Vssi.,  AUen 
ti  Va.,A]staa,  Anderson  of  Maine,  Archer,  Bailey, 
Joka  &.  Baibonr,  P.  F.  Barbonr,  Barker,  Barney, 
Baniagsr,  Baillett,  Bates,  Bell,  Blair,  Brent,  Bryan, 
fctaa^  Osmbteleni^  Carson,  Carter,  Clubome, 
C*BB9,  Crookstt,  Cdpeper,  Davenport  of  Virginia, 
Dans  of  IUm.,  Davis  of  Sonth  Ouolina,  Desha,  Dor- 
mj,  baytoo,  Bverett,  Floyd  of  Va.,  Flojd  of  Geo., 
f«a,Gteer.  Oocbam,  Onriay,  Haik,  Ballook,  Hall, 
badtaa,  Hayuea,  Hodges,  Hohnes,  Ingersoll, 
lack*,  L■^  Uvinoton,  Locke,  Long,  Lonipkin, 
a«ay«,  HardD,  UcDiiSe,  Molntire,  McKee,  Uer- 
ss.  HkebeU  of  &  C.,MileheU  of  Tennessee,  Moore 
of  AU^  Newton,  NnekoUi,  Oakky,  O'Brien, 
Owea,  Faaree,  Plant,  Polk,  Randolph,  feed,  mch- 
anlsM,  Bipley,  Bivea,  Boane,  Sheppnd,  Bmith  of 


Truvant,  Tucker  of  Sooth  Carolina,  Tomer,  Tar- 
num,  Terplanck,  Ward,  Washington,  Wecms, 
Wilde,  WiUiania,  Wingate-~»1. 


A  BILL  In  altention  of  the  several  acts  Imposing 
dntlea  on  Importa. 

Bt  it  mmUd,  Jx.  That,  from  and  sAer  Ibe  thir- 
tieth da;  of  June,  oue  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-eight,  in  lieu  of  the  duties  now  imposed  by 
law  on  the  importation  of  the  arUclea  herelua^r 
mentioned,  there  shall  be  levied,  ooUected,  aod  paid, 
the  followlog  dude* ;  that  U  to  say : 

let.  On  iron,  in  ban  or  bolts,  oot  manufactured,   . 
in  whole,  or  In  pari,  by  rolling,  one  cent  per  pound. 

2d.  On  bar  and  bolt  iron,  made  wholly,  or  In  part, 
by  rolling,  thicty-eeven,  dollars  per  ton. 

Sd.  On  iron,  in  pes,  siity-two  and  one-half  centa 
per  one  hundred  and  twelve  pounds. 

4tb.  On  Iron  or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number 
fourteen,  six  cents  per  pound,  and  over  number 
fourteen,  ten  cents  per  pound. 

Sth.  On  round  iron,  or  brader's  rods,  of  three- 
sUteenths  to  eighc-eiiteentbs  of  an  inch  diameter, 
inclusive;  and  on  iron  In  nail  or  sfoka  rods,  sUt  or 
rolled ;  and  on  iron  In  sheets,  and  hoop  iron ;  aod 
on  iron  slit  or  rolled  for  baud  Iron,  scroll  iron,  or 
casement  rods,  three  and  oue-half  cents  per  pound. 

Bth.  On  ues,  adzes,  drawing  knives,  cutting 
knives,  sickles,  or  reaping  hoolu,  scythes,  spades, 
shoieU,  squares  of  Iron  or  steel,  britUe  bits  of  all 
descriptions,  Btee[-;ards  and  scale  beams,  socket 
chisels,  vices,  aod  screws  of  iroo,  for  wood,  colled 
wood  screws,  ten  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  in  addiUon 
to  the  present  rate  of  duty. 

7th.  On  steel,  one  dollar  and  fift;  cents  per  one 
hundred  and  twelve  pounds. 

Sec.  2.  Atid  bt  it  farther  tnaeUd,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  Jnns,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-eight,  there  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  paid,  on  the  importation  of  the  arti- 
cles hereinafter  mentioned,  the  following  duties  in 
lieu  of  those  now  imposed  b;  law : 

1st.  On  wool  unmanufactured,  4  centa  per  pound ; 
and  also  In  addition  thereto,  40  per  ceot.  ad  valorem, 
unUl  the  30th  da;  of  June,  1829,  from  which  time, 
an  additional  ad  valorem  dut;  of  Sve  per  cent,  shall 
be  imposed  anouall;,  until  the  whole  of  sud  ad  va- 
lorem dut;  shall  amount  to  fifty  per  cent.  And  all 
wool,  imported  on  the  skin,  shall  be  estimated  as  to 
weight  and  value,  and  shall  pa;  the  same  rate  of 
daties  as  other  imported  wool. 

2d.  On  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  part,  (except  ca^petingt^  blan- 
kets, worsted  stuff  goods,  bombazioei,  ho^rr,  mits, 
gloves,  capa,  and  bindings,)  the  actual  value  of  which, 
at  the  place  whence  Imported,  shsll  not  exceed  fifty 
oents  the  square  ;ard,  there  shall  ha  levied,  col- 
lected, and  paid,  20  cents  on  every  square  ;ard : 
Provided,  That  on  all  manufactures  of  wool,  except 
flannels  and  baizes,  the  actual  value  of  which,  at  the 
place  whence  imported,  shall  not  exceed  3S  1  -  8 
cents  per  square  yard,  shall  pay  fourteen  cents  per 
sqnsre  yard. 

8d.  On  all  manufactures  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  part  [except  as  aforesaid)  the 
actual  value  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  Imported, 
shall  exceed  fifty  cents  the  square  ;ard,  and  shall  not 
exceed  one  doUar  tf  >  .>  ...  -L_ir  ■.. 


re  yard,  there  shall  be 
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levied,  collected,  and  ptii,  k  duty  of  40  eenU  on 
everj  iqiutre  jard. 

4th.  On  ill  muiuIkctureB  of  wool,  or  of  which  wool 
ihsll  be  >  oompODent  put,  except  u  ifbreuid,  the 
sctukl  Talue  of  which,  >t  the  pUce  wbeDC*  Imported, 
■ball  exceed  one  dollar  the  square  jard,  and  aball 
Dot  exceed  two  doll&n  and  Sftj  ceata  the  eqnare 
yard,  there  ihall  be  levfed,  collected,  and  paid,  a 
dutf  of  one  dollar  oo  ererj  Bqure  jard. 

Gth.  All  maniifactureg  of  wool,  or  of  wMcb  wool 
■hall  be  a  component  part,  except  u  aforcaud,  the 
actual  Talue  of  wbich,  at  Uie  place  whence  Imported, 
■hall  exceed  two  dollars  and  6ttj  ceati  the  aqture 
jard,  and  shall  not  exceed  four  dollars  the  square 
yard,  aball  be  deemed  to  have  cost  at  the  place 
wheoce  imported,  four  dollars  the  square  yard,  and 
a  dntj  of  foTtj  per  cent,  ad  ralorem  shall  be  levied, 
collected,  and  [^d,  on  such  Taloation. 

Sth.  Onallmaiin&«tiu«sofwool,orof  which  wool 
shall  be  a  component  part,  except  •■  aforesaid,  the 
actual  Tatue  of  which  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
■hall  exceed  four  dollara  the  square  yard,  there  shall 
be  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  a  dot;  of  fortj-five 
per  cenL  ad  valorem. 

1th,  On  wooltea  bUnketa,  hoder;,  mita,  gloveo, 
and  bindinn,  thirty-five  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

Sth.  On  Bmssela,  Turkey,  and  Wilton  carpels  and 
carpetiog,  eeventf  centi  per  square  yard.    On  all 


pets  and  carpetings,  of  wool,  flax,  hemp,  or  cotton, 
or  part!  of  either,  thirty-two  cent^  pec  square  yard. 
On  all  patent  floor-cloths,  fifty  cents  per  square 

!'ard.  On  oil  cloth,  other  tluui  that  usually  denom- 
aated  patent  flooi>clath,  twenty-five  centd  per  square 
yud.  On  furniture  oil  cloth,  fifleeo  ceat«  per  square 
yard.  On  floor  matting,  made  of  flags  or  other  ma- 
terials, fifteen  cents  per  Minar«  yard. 

Sec.  8.  And  b«  {tjrvrthir  tnMltd,  That,  liom  and 
after  the  thirtieth  mj  of  June,  ooe  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-^ht,  there  be  levied,  collect- 
ed, and  paid,  on  the  Importation  of  the  following 
articlea,  m  lieu  of  the  duty  now  imposed  by  law  : 

1«L  On  unmanabctured  hemp,  forty-five  dollars 
per  ton,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thouBand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine;  from  which  time, 
five  dollars  per  ton  io  addition  per  annon,  until  the 
duty  shall  amount  to  mxty  doUus  per  ton.  On  cot- 
ton bagging  four  and  a  half  cents  per  square  yard, 
UDtil  the  thirtJetb  day  of  Jane,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty  nine,  and  afterwards  a  duly  of 
five  cents  per  square  yard. 

Sd.  On  unmanabctnred  flai,  thirty-five  dollan 
per  ton,  until  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  twenty-nine,  from  which 
time  an  additional  duty  of  five  dollars  per  ton,  per 
annum,  until  the  duty  shall  amount  to  tixty  dolUn 

Sd.  On  sail  duck,  nine  cents  the  square  yard. 
4th.  On  moUsscB,  ten  cents  per  gallotL 
Glh.  On  all  imported  distilled  spirits,  fifteen  ceota 
per  gallon,  in  addiUon  to  the  duty  now  imposed  by 

Bee.  4.  And  be  il  further  enaeled,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  thooaaad  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-eight,  no  drawback  of  duty 
■hall  be  allowed  on  the  exportation  of  any  apirit, 
Stilled  in  the  United  Biaies,  from  molasses;  no 
drawback  shall  be  allowed  on  any  quantity  of  eail- 
dack,  leas  than  fifty  bolts,  exported  in  one  ship  or 
vessel,  at  any  one  time.    And  in  all  oases  of  draw- 


f^om  foreign  hemp,  the  amount  of  drawback 
be  computed  by  uie  quantity  of  hemp  used,  ai 
eluding  Uie  weight  of  tar,  and  all  other  materiAl* 
used  in  manufacturing  the  cordage- 
Sec.  6.  And  bt  itjvrther  tnaeUd,  That,  from  and 
after  the  thir^th  lUy  of  June,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-eight,  there  shall  be  levied,  ccd- 
lected,  and  paid,  in  lieu  of  the  duUes  now  imposed 
bylaw,  on  window  glass,  of  the  sixes  above  ten  inch* 
es  by  fifteen  inches,  five  dollara  for  one  hundred 
square  feet :  Provided,  that  all  window  ^ass  Im- 
ported In  plates,  or  sheets  uncut,  shall  b*  charge- 
able with  Uie  tame  rate  of  duty.  On  vials  and  l^ 
ties,  not  exceeding  the  capacity  of  dx  ounoea  each, 
one  dollar  and  seventy-five  cents  per  groea. 
See.  fl.  Aitd  bt  it  farther  tnaettd.  That,  from  and 
\a  the  thlrlielli  iy  of  June,  on     "'  •    ■  -  ■ 

hundred  and  twenty-eight,  there  A 
lected,and  paid,  in  lieu  of  the  dut 
by  law,  on  all  imported  roofing  dates  not  exceeding 
twelve  inches  in  length,  by  six  Inches  in  width,  four 
dollars  per  ton ;  on  all  such  slates,  exceeding  twelve, 


Lceeding  twenty  inches  in  length,  eight 
dollara  per  ton;  on  slates  exceeding  twenty,  and 
not  eiceedlag  twenty-four  Inches,  nine  dollara  per 
Km  1  and  on  ul  slates  exceeding  twenty-four  inches, 
ten  dollars  per  ton.  And  that,  in  lieu  of  the  present 
duties,  there  he  levied,  collected,  and  paid,  a  duty  of 
thirty-three  and  a  third  per  centum,  ad  valorem,  on 
all  imported  cyphering  dales. 

Bee.  T.  Andht  it  further  tnatUd,  That  all  cotton 
cloths  whatsoever,  or  cloths  of  which  cotton  shall 
he  a  component  material,  excepting  nankeena  Im- 
ported direct  from  Chiua,  the  original  cost  of  which 
at  the  place  whence  imported,  with  the  addition  of 
twenty  per  cent,  if  imparted  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope,  or  from  any  piuie  beyond  it,  and  of  ten  per 
cent,  if  imported  from  any  other  place,  ahaO  be 
less  than  thirty-Bve  cents  the  square  yard,  shall, 
with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deemed  to  hAVB 
cost  thirty-five  cents  the  square  yard,  and  chained 
with  duty  accordingly. 

aec.i.AndbtUfitrtkertnaeted,  That,  iu  all  cues 
where  the  duty  which  now  ts,  or  hereafter  may  be 
imposed,  on  any  gooda,  wares,  or  merchandises,  im- 
ported bto  the  United  States,  shall,  by  law,  be  reg* 
ulated  by,  or  be  directed  to  be  estimated  or  levied 
upon  the  value  of  the  square  yard,  or  of  any  other 
quantity  or  parcel  thereof;  and  in  all  cases  where 
there  is  or  diall  be  imposed  any  ad  valorem  rate  of 
duty  on  any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandises,  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  it  shall  be  the  duly 
of  the  Collector  within  whose  district  the  same  sb^ 
be  imported  or  entered,  to  cause  the  actual  valve 
thereof,  at  the  time  and  [dace  from  which  the  same 
shall  have  been  imported  into  the  {Jnited  Statea,  to  be 
appraised,  estimated,  and  ascertained,  and  the  num- 
ber of  yards,  parcels,  or  quaDtities,  and  such  actoal 
value  01  every  of  diem,  as  the  case  may  require; 
and  it  shall.  In  every  such  case,  be  the  duty  of  the 
appraisers  of  the  United  States,  and  of  every  of 
them,  and  of  every  other  pemon  wbo  shall  act  aa 
such  appraiser,  by  all  the  reasonable  ways  and  meaiia 
in  his  or  their  power,  to  ascertain,  estimate,  and  kp- 
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pniM  Uw  true  aad  acttul  value,  onj  tnToice,  or  af- 
Utiit  tbcnto,  lo  Ihe  contntrr  notwithitaniling,  of 
tk(  aid  (oodi,  wmres,  and  metcbandin.  at  the  time 
■nd  (bee  fram  whence  the  nme  Bhall  haTe  been 
bsponcd  iato  the  Ooited  Blatea,  and  the  nomber  of 
■•^  Jirdi,  parceli,  or  qnaoiillea,  and  luch  actual 
nbe  of  CTer?  of  them,  u  the  case  ma;  require; 
lad  all  neh  goods,  warea,  or  merchaudisei,  being 
nudutatt*  of  wool,  or  whenof  wool  aliall  be  a 
eaaqnoent  put,  which  ahall  be  imported  into  the 
Unled  Siales  in  an  nnfinished  condition,  gball, 
la  eretr  ladl  appr^aal,  be  taken,  deemed,  and  eati- 
B^id.  b;  tile  Mid  appiaiaen,  aod  eTcrj  of  tbem, 
tod  tttxj  person  who  shall  act  a«  toch  appraiser,  to 
kaie  bem,  at  the  time  and  place  tnm  whcBce  tbt 
Btat  vTte  impoited  into  the  ITnit«d  Btalea,  of  a* 
gnu  Talne,  u  if  the  Mune  had  been  entirelf  Gnlahcd. 
And  to  the  nloe  of  the  nud  gooda,  warea,  and  mer- 
cb»Bdi».  to  ascertained,  there  shall,  in  all  oases 
wbne  the  nme  are  or  shall  be  charged  with  an  ad 
Taloiem  duty,  be  added  all  cbargee  except  inanr- 
ance,  ud  abi)  twenty  per  centiun  dd  the  said  actual 
valne  and  charges,  if  imported  from  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  or  tnj  place  bejood  the  same,  or  &om 
bejood  (kpe  Horn ;  or  ten  per  ceolum  if  from  any 
other  pbee  or  coontrr  ;  and  the  aaid  ad  ralorem 
ntM  ot  do^  ahaU  be  estimated  on  such  aggregate 
uMMBl ;  asy  thing  in  anj  act  to  the  contmj  not- 
vitbUnding:  Profided,  That,  in  all  cases  where 
■nj'  goods, wans,  or  merchandise,  aabject  to  ad  va- 
loren  dUT,  or  whereon  the  dntj  is  or  shall  be  bj 
kv  regnlated  bj,  or  he  directed  to  be  eatimated  or 
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inported  into  Ibe  United  States  from  a  oonntr; 
Mha  than  that  in  which  the  Mine  were  manofkc- 
tnred  or  prodnoed,  the  Bp[n«isoiB  shall  Tslne  the 
sane  u  uie  cnmnt  Taloe  thereof^  at  the  time  of 
inch  bM  uporution  to  the  United  States,  In  the 
eoiDtiy  where  the  same  ma;  bare  been  originslly 
nundactored  or  prodoced. 

Sec  i.  jjiij  k  if  y^irtAcr  (luefM^  That,  In  all  cases 
when  the  actual  Talne  to  be  appnused,  estimated, 
■nd  sseertained,  as  bereinbefore  stated,  of  anj 
nodi,  wares,  or  merchandise  imported  into  the 
Utdtcd  States,  and  nibject  to  any  ad  valorem  duty, 
or  vhereon  the  duty  is  regulated  by,  or  directed  to 
te  hnpoeid  or  lened  on,  the  value  of  the  square 
yard,  or  other  parcel  or  quantity  thereof,  shall,  by 
Mn  per  eeatnm,  exceed  the  invoice  value  thereof, 
ia  idditionta  the  duty  imposed  by  law  on  the  same, 
if  they  had  been  invoiced  at  their  real  value,  as 
•tocnid.  there  shall  be  levied  and  collected  on  the 
>Bi  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  fifty  per  cent- 
u  of  ihe  duty  so  impoeed  on  the  Mme  goods, 
wins,  and  mcrcbaodise,  when  fairly  invoiced :  Fro- 
rided,  ilwaya,  That  nodiing  in  this  section  contsln- 
td,  doO  be  constnted  to  impose  the  aald  last-men- 
tioDrd  daty  of  fifty  per  centnm,  for  a  variance  be- 
(■tea  (be  bona  fids  invofce  of  goods  prodnoed  in 
the  Manner  specified  in  the  promo  l«  the  seventh 
■raioa  of  this  act,  aDd  the  earrentvslneof  theaaid 
"  e  in  the  country  where  the  same  may 
"f  manufactured  or  produced: 
,  he  penalty  of  fifty  per  centum, 

id  bj  t^  thirteenth  section  of  the  act,  entitied 
"  la  act  MpplMBentary  to,  and  to  amend,  the 
•■tilled '  An  act  to  r^nlaie  the  collection  of  dutie* 
*<■  iaports  and  tannage,  pvHed  the  second  day  of 
Kuch,  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
*>ae,  udior  other  pnrpoMa,' "  approved  Uareb  flnt, 


kar«  been  otWMUj  n 
iad,  hnher,  Tbat  tJie  | 


one  tboosand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-three,  ibsn 
not  he  deemed  to  apply  or  attach  to  any  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandise,  which  shall  be  sul^ect  to  the 
additional  duty  of  fifty  per  centum,  as  aforesaid,  im- 
posed by  this  section  of  this  act 

Sec.  10.  And  be  U  /vrt/ur  enacUd,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duly  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  onder 
the  direction  of  the  President  of  tbe  United  Butes, 
from  time  to  time,  to  establish  such  rates  and  reg> 
nlationa,  not  inconustent  with  the  laws  of  the  United 
Sutes,  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  ihall 
think  proper,  to  secure  ■  just,  faithful,  and  impartial 
apjvaisal  of  all  goods,  wares,  and  mercbuuUse,  as 
ubresaid,  imported  into  the  United  States,  and  just 
and  proper  entries  of  siush  actual  value  thereof,  and 
of  the  square  yards,  parcels,  or  other  quantities 
thereof  as  the  case  may  require,  and  of  such  actual 
value  of  every  of  them :  and  it  shall  be  the  dutv 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  report  all  soon 
rules  and  reguUtions,  with  the  reasons  therefor,  to 
the  then  next  sesaon  of  Congress. 

WlDHSBDAT,  AprQ  16. 

Was  then  read  a  third  time ;  and  the  qtiM- 

tion  being,  "  Shftll  this  bill  pMst" 

Mr.  Kahdolfb  rose,  and  addressed  the  Hotise 
at  length  in  opposition  to  the  biU,  and  con- 
cluded his  speech  by  a  motion  that  it  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed, 

Ut.  Uitohxli^  of  Booth  Carolina,  on  the 
same  ^de,  concluded  a  speech  of  conuderable 
length,  by  saying,  that  he  shoold  vote  in  sup- 
port of  me  present  motion,  and,  if  it  did  not 
sncoeed,  should  Tot«  against  the  pauage  of  the 
bill. 

Mr.  Batss,  of  Missonri,  said  he  woold  take 
this  occasion  briefly  to  offer  some  of  the  rea- 
sons which  would  govern  his  vote  upon  the 
proeeitt  question.  Ue  did  not  pretend  to  be 
well  versed  in  the  nice  calculations  and  diverd- 
fied  interests  involved  in  this  complicated  Bob- 
JecC ;  but,  from  the  inception  of  the  bill  to  the 
present  moment,  when  it  ia  almost  congiim- 
mated,  be  had  endeavored  to  conform  his  votea 
to  what  he  believed  to  be  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  hia  cooBtituents.  And  when  he 
doabted,  he  had  governed  himself  by  the  better 
jadgment  of  those  who  are  well  informed  of  the 
present  state  of  the  agricultural  and  manofao- 
tniing  interests  of  this  country,  and  of  the 
meuis  best  adapted  to  cherish  and  extend  them. 

This  bill,  OB  reported  br  the  Committee  on 
Msnnfaotures,  was  met  at  toe  very  threshold  by 
those  who  are  the  ostensible  objects  of  its  en- 
couragement and  protection.  The  mannfkc- 
tnrers  and  wool-growers  cried  aloud  agunat  it ; 
and  those  on  this  floor  who  have  heretofbre 
been  considered  the  real  champions  of  the  pro- 
tectiye  ayatera,  endeavored  to  rouse  it  mto 
something  like  a  healthy  existence,  and  to 
change  its  nature  and  operation,  by  amend- 
ments essentially  variant  from  the  plan  of  the 


with  most  of  its  original  defects,  and  other  nt- 
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persdded  erila,  introdnoed  by  a  mt^oritj  com- 
posed of  the  fiienda  of  the  original  prejet  and 
tiie  avoffed  enemies  of  Uie  whole  ayatem  of 
protection. 

I  confess  (said  Mr.  B.)  Qiat  I  have  felt  some 
doubt  as  to  the  conrse  I  ought  to  take  npon  this 
bill.  Bnt  the  time  has  cow  coma  for  definite 
action  upon  it.  All  amendment  ia  precluded. 
I  most  take  it  with  all  its  faults  or  reject  it 
altogether.  I  shall  do  the  latter.  The  intrin- 
uo  demerits  of  the  bill  do,  in  mj  jndgment^  re- 
quire ita  rejection;  bnt  I  hare  another,  and 
rrhaps  a  stronger  reason,  arising  oot  of  what 
consider  the  harsh  and  illiberal  manner  in 
which  this  crisis  has  been  forced  npon  the 
Honse.  When  the  bill  was  reported,  no  Toioe 
of  Uiasonri  had  reached  this  kail  in  the  lan- 
guage of  petition.  There  was  nothing  to  indi- 
cate the  wishes  of  my  constituents,  in  regard  to 
the  general  system  of  protection,  or  in  &vor  of 
any  paHicnlar  article,  the  encouragement  of 
whicn  might  advance  their  interests.  But,  af- 
ter the  biU  was  reported,  I  received  and  pre- 
sented petJtioiiB  Doraerously  signed,  praying  a 
modification  of  the  impost  on  lead,  a  staple  of 
great  and  growing  importance  to  Missouri,  and 
the  cootiguotla  country.  I  did  not  donbt  that 
the  bill  would  receive,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
whole  House,  that  calm,  and  deliberate,  and 
conrt«ons  consideration  which  would  enable 
every  member  to  present  and  obtdn 
hearing  for  every  proposition  which  he  might 
believe  condncive  to  the  good  of  his  oonsti' 
tuents.  Under  this  impression,  I  prepared  ai 
amendment  to  the  bill,  embracing  the  objects 
contemplated  by  the  petitioner^  and  songht  an 
oppcrtanity  for  some  time  to  present  it;  bnt 
such  was  the  engrossing  interest  of  other  arti- 
cles, that  I  was  anable  to  ofier  it,  nntil  the  mem- 
bers, weary  of  the  long  debate  upon  wool  and 
woollenaj  seemed  determined  that  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole  should  rise  and  report  the 
bill  to  the  House,  right  or  wrong,  finished  or 
unfinished.  Then,  for  the  first  time,  I  found  an 
opportunity  to  offer  my  proposition ;  and  yon 
will  remember,  lar,  that  mine,  and  some  fif[«en 
or  twenty  others,  were  promptly  voted  down, 
withont  inquiry  or  consideration ;  with  the 
avowed  understanding  that  they  were  then  re- 
ceived, only  that  it  might  be  in  order  for  the 
movers  to  renew  their  propositions  in  the  House. 
And  with  this  view  the  House  ordered  all  the 
amendments  thus  offered,  and  rejected,  to  be 
printed  along  with  the  bUl.  But  this  ia  not  all : 
on  offering  my  amendment  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  I  rose  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  ex- 
planation, which  I  have  no  doubt  wo^d  have 
msnred  ita  adoption.  I  wished  to  show  that 
there  were  important  omissions  in  the  act  of 
1624,  which  ought  to  be  supplied.  I  was  ap- 
pealed to  by  members  near  me,  who  nrgently 
solicited  me  to  forego  the  argument  at  that 
time,  and  suffer  the  committee  to  rise  and  re- 

r>rt  the  bill ;  assuring  me  that,  in  the  House, 
would  have  ample  opportunity  to  revive  my 
propotdtion  when  there  would  be  more  time  for 
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fair  inquiry  and  deliberate  investdgaUon.  Sir, 
I  am  young  in  this  hall,  and  inexperienced  in 
the  routine  of  business — I  yielded  to  their 
solicitations ;  and  what  is  the  reward  of  my 
courtesy  I  When  I  sought  an  opportunity  to 
renew  my  proposition  in  the  HoQse,  I  wal 
muzzled  and  put  down  by  the  tyranny  of  the 
previous  question.  Sir,  the  previous  question 
was  prematurely  and  inconsiderately  c^ed.  I 
nndertake  to  affirm  that  the  bill  was  oot  ripe 
for  the  final  action  of  the  Bouse.  A  part  of  it, 
indeed,  had  been  under  discusaion  for  aome  five 
or  six  weeks,  but,  as  a  whole,  it  had  not  oc- 
cupied one  moment  of  the  attention  of  fbe 
Bouse.  The  whole  time  had  Ijeen  consnmed 
upon  the  single  suljeot  of  wool  and  woollen 
fabrics,  with  the  exception  of  some  few  faonrs 
devoted  to  molasses  and  hemp ;  the  vast  variety 
of  other  articles  comprehended  in  the  bill  bad 
been  passed  over  in  nlence  and  obUvitm.  Hr. 
Speaker,  I  must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  s 
very  small  measure  of  conrteay  was  extended 
to  me,  as  a  member  of  this  House,  and  very 
little  respect  was  paid  to  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  my  constituents,  when  I  was  denied 
the  privilege  of  offering  to  your  consideration 
the  only  subject  in  favor  of  which  the  people 
of  Missouri  Lad  prayed  the  protecting  aid  of 
Congress. 

But  the  fifteen  or  twenty  ameudmeota  offered 
in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  afterwards 
stifled  in  the  Hooae  by  the  previous  qneelion, 
do  not  constitute  the  only  evidenoe  of  the  im- 
maturity of  this  bill.  There  is  another  irre- 
fragable proof — a  matter  of  fact  demonstratioat, 
that  admits  of  neither  doubt  nor  oavil.  The  last 
hurried  act  of  the  Committee  of  the  Whole,  in 
the  confusion  of  a  protracted  night  session,  and 
amidst  the  irritable  impatience  produced  by  tlie 
exhaustion  of  eight  hours  of  continual  attention, 
was  the  correction  of  a  newly  discovered  blunder 
of  the  Comtnittee  on  Manufactures.  I  allnde 
to  the  amendment,  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  York,  (Mr.  WmoBT,)  to  diminish  the 
duty  proposed  in  the  bill  npon  imported  flax. 
That  gentleman  was  an  active  member  of  tlia 
Committee  on  Manubotures,  and  one  of  tlie 
most  Eealons  supportera  of  the  bill  in  its 
original  form.  He  stated  in  bis  plaoe  that  the 
only  design  of  the  amendment  was  to  correct 
a  mistake  of  the  committee  in  laying  a  much 
higher  impost  npon  the  article  than  they  in- 
tended, notwithstanding  the  long  and  elaborate 
inveatigation  which  eventuated  in  their  report 
of  the  bill,  and  the  no  less  long  and  elabcn-ate 
arguments  by  which  several  members  of  tlie 
committee  have  sustdned  it  on  this  floor. 
When  the  question  was  about  to  be  taken, 
another  member  of  that  committee,  (Mr.  CoK- 
MOT,  of  New  Jersey,)  and  one  of  the  moat  in- 
telligent and  respectable  members  of  this  House, 
stated  that  the  gentieman  from  New  York  was 
not  aware  of  the  Ml  extent  of  the  mistake  in- 
to which  the  committee  had  fallen,  and  offered 
an  amendment  to  cover  the  whole  gronnd  of 
Bnt  he,  too,  was  silenced  by  the  pre- 
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lid,  and  he  was  voted  dovn  with  the 
his  hand. 


diliMrt  Tote  apon  it,  partly  because  I  was  Bar- 
prised  and  mortified  at  what  I  oonceive  to  be 
the  nckleai  precipitation  with  which  the  sab- 
jut  ¥u  prewed  to  its  oooclasion,  and  parti; 
bavue  a  number  of  amendmente   had   been 
•lopted  in  n^id  saccessjoo,  of  the  precipe  im- 
p«tudbeanng  of  which  I  was  not  then  snffi- 
awij  infonnoi     I  fun  now  prepared  to  vote 
apinst  the  bill,  unless  it  can  be  made  to  as- 
snne  a  better  form  than  it  wears  at  present. 
Tbe  onlj  protection  asked  for  hf  anj  portion 
itiaj  people,  ;oa  have  excluded,  wi^ont  even 
ilt^mng  to  give  them  a  hearing.    A  dntj'  on 
l«*d  noali  redonnd  to  onr  advantage,  bnt  the 
impost  Bpon  every  other  article  is  a  tax  npon 
n^    Neierihelesa,  for  them  and  for  myself  T 
woaSi  be  wQHng  to  make  many  present  eacri" 
6(x»  with  the  hope  of  olterior  and  contingent 
adviDt^es  irinng  ont  of  an  improved  and  pro- 
teewj  tjOem  of  mannfactures.    Bat  the  bill, 
in  its  present  form,  pleases  nobody.    It  awakens 
itie  jeiloniT'  and  arouses  the  passions  of  a  large 
p-TOon  of  this  country,  while  it  affords  no  cor- 
n^pcmdlng  benefits  to  those  at  whose  prayer  it 
lias  been  introdnced  here.     The  South  com- 
pliii]   that  it   will   oppress    and    srind    them 
down,  and  make  them  hewers  of  wood  and 
driven  of  water  for  the  spinners  and  weavers 
uftiieSorth;  and  the  North  affirm  tliat  it  will 
|>ail  down  their  factories,  desolate  their  pas- 
tnrtt,  and,  to  borrow  the"emphatio  language  of 
my  friend  bom  Massachuaetta,  (Mr.  I.  C.  Batbs,) 
that  "  it  will  put  the  knife  to  the  jogular  of 
ererj  gfieep  in  the  conntry."    Sir,  I  do  believe 
t-hu,  aside  from  the  political  excitement  of  the 
tirae^  aside  from  the  sinister  influences  and  in- 
liirect  bearings  of  the  aut^ect,  this  bill,  present- 
tiinitsnakednetia,  to  the  cool,  unbiassed  judg- 
nieot  of  the  Honse,  to  be  accepted  or  r^ected 
*f  it  mi^t  advance  or  retard  the  real  interests 
''' tlie  BgricDltnral  and  mannfactnring  classes  of 
thU  eooatij,  woald  not  find  in  thia  hall  fifty 
Eirn  who  wcndd  vote  for  it,  on  its  own  intrinsic 
otiiu.    I  may  be  mistaken  in  this,  but  it  is 
3.'  hooest  conTictioD,  and  I  shall  act  nnon  it. 

A  prindpls  baa  been  introduced  into  the 
''-"'iwo  branch  of  ttiis  hill  to  which  I  have 
'■ry  acriooa  objections;  a  principle  by  which 
>r^f  anwnt  of  aaty  in  name,  and  another  and 
'I'll  man  exorbitant  one  in  reality, 
\  --rd  npon  the  article.  I  mean  the  m 
'  ''Clple,  by  which  a  variation  of  one  cent  in 
'-■  price  of  B  sqoare  yard  of  doth  may  vary 
':.T  impost  duty  upon  it  one  hundred  per  cent. 


y  ■'.  fur  a  atUl  aboTiger  reason,  because  honesty 
M  alraya  the  be«t  policy,  and  so  is  troth.  It 
tL  atwa  b«  good  policy  to  deceive  the  people 
'7  '-nr  kgUalioo,  or  mffer  the  statute  book  to 
-d  <Mit  false  appearances.    I  and  my  constit- 
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uents  are  not  deeply  versed  in  meroantUe  cal- 
culations; and,  wiUi  these  mtntmunM  in  the 
bill,  it  is  next  to  impossible  that  the  great  mass 
of  UB  should  find  ont  what  duty  we  really  pay 
npon  the  articles  we  consume. 

I  have  no  constitutional  scmplea  upon  thia 
subject :  for,  if  there  be  any  one  question, 
which,  above  all  others,  presenta  to  ua  a  con- 
sideration purely  of  Interest  and  policy,  it  la 
this  very  question  of  the  tariff  I  am  willing 
to  vote  a  safe  and  adequate  protection,  in  the 
form  of  a  direct  ad  taloram  duty ;  a  duty  which 
every  one  can  understand,  and  the  amount  of 
which  may  t>e  ascertained  by  the  simplest  pro- 
cess of  calculation.  If  the  object  be  to  exclude 
the  foreign  article  from  onr  market,  «^  aaj 
BO  in  plain  English,  and  if  it  can  be  pro^mAd  at 
home  in  sufficient  abundance,  and  of  eqnal 
quality,  I  will  go  with  yon.  If  the  object  l>e 
really  a  good  one,  I  see  no  reason  for  conceal- 
ing it  from  the  people,  and  wrapping  it  up  in 
the  mystery  of  mininumu;  and  if  it  be  a  bad 
one,  we  ought  not  to  impose  it  npton  onr  con- 
stituents merely  because  we  have  fonnd  ont 
how  to  envelope  the  evil  in  clouds  and  dark- 
ness. I  will  not  say  I  wonld  vote  agunst  the 
bill  for  this  cause  alone-  for,  although  it  be  a 
serious  olyection,  the  bill  might  be  so  amended 
in  other  particulars,  as  to  make  me  feel  it  a 
duty  to  yield  it  my  support. 

Fbisat,  April  18. 
Th«  Tariff  Bill 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  Tariff  bill. 

Mr.  HoDuFFia  said :  Hr.  Speaker,  after  the 
protracted  debate  which  has  already  taken 
place  on  this  bill,  I  sincerely  regret  the  exist- 
ence of  circumstances  which  impose  upon  me 
something  like  a  moral  necesaty  of  trespas^BK 
still  further  upon  a  stock  of  patience  which,  I 
am  aware,  most  be  nearly  exhausted.  During 
a  skinniuiing  warfare  of  conflicting  preten- 
tions, of  six  or  seven  weeics'  duration,  between 
the  advocates  of  the  prohibitoir  policy — a  war- 
fare which  Aimishes  a  most  mstmotive  com- 
mentary npon  this  whole  system — tiie  repre- 
sentatives of  that  portion  of  the  Union  which 
is  to  be  the  peculiar  and  destined  victim  of  ita 
oppressive  injastice  have  maintained,  almost 
without  exception,  a  profound  bnt  expresdve 
silence.  And  I  am  not  snre,  sir,  that  we  shonid 
not  go  through  this  great  national  sacrifice  with 
a  more  impressive  and  dignified  solemnity,  if 
we  were  to  miuntain  the  some  silence  through- 
out the  ceremony.  But  although  experience 
admonishes  us  of  the  impotence  of  argument 
agunst  measures  of  this  description,  it  is  a  dnty 
we  owe,  as  well  to  onr  constitnents  as  to  the 
nation  at  large,  to  protest  against  the  passage 
of  a  bill  pre^ant  with  so  many  evils,  and  to 
demonstrate  its  iiyurioua  and  destructive  bear- 
ing upon  those  great  interests  which  we  are 
under  the  most  sacred  obligations  to  protect. 
And  I  feel  assured  that  when  we  ask  the  attea- 
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tion  ot  the  House  for  u  tuanj  d^s  onlj — I 
might  almoft  mj  aa  manr  honn — to  demon- 
strate the  injustice  and  iropolicy  of  this  meaanre, 
aa  its  fiienda  have  taken  weeks  to  mature  its 
strength  and  adjnat  ita  proportioos,  we  will  not 
ask  more  than  will  be  cneerAillr  accorded  to  ns. 
We  were  told  by  a  member  from  Rhode 
bland,  (Mr.  BuBoaa,)  (and  it  brin^  ns  to  the 
Tery  essence  of  this  contested  qaeation)  that  the 
inrariable  effect  of  giving  adeqnate  protection 
to  domestic  mannfactnres — that  is  to  say,  pro- 
hibiting foreign  mannfactnres — haa  been,  and 
will  be,  to  ensure  the  production  of  the  domeetio 
article  che^>er  than  the  riral  fabrio  ooold  be 
imported  from  abroad.  I  admit,  sir,  that  this 
propo^on — stated  by  the  member  from  Rhode 
Island  as  if  it  ware  a  revelation  of  bis  own, 
bnt  which  has  been  reiterated  more  than  a 
hundred  times  by  Uathev  Carey  and  Hezeklah 
Nilee — is  the  yery  hinge  upon  which  the  whole 
argument  mnat  tnm.  And  I  now  pledge  myaelf 
to  demonstrate — and  I  pnt  the  issue  of  the 
whole  oonteet  npon  the  demonstration — that 
there  are  oanaes,  growing  ont  of  laws  aa  well 
ascertained  and  as  immntable  as  the  law  of 

Evitation,  which  render  it  abetdntely  impossi- 
that  any  of  the  mannfactnres  embrac«d  in 
this  bill  can  be  made  aa  cheap  in  this  conntry 
aa  they  can  be  made  in  the  conntries  from 
which  we  import  them.  And  I  pledge  myseli^ 
more  particnlarly,  to  prove  that  woollen  mann- 
factorea  cannot  be  made  in  this  country  any 
thing  near  as  cheap  as  they  can  be  made  in 
England,  even  after  our  manufactories  shall 
have  been  protected  for  ten  years  by  prohibi- 
tory dutiea,  and  after  the  utmost  attainaole  akiil 
ohiUl  bave  been  acqnired  in  the  process  of 
mannfaotnre. 

What  are  the  elementa  Into  which  tbe  price 
of  the  manufactured  artiolee,  not  only  of  wool, 
bnt  of  every  other  materiid,  is  naturallT  re- 
solved by  the  simplest  ansJyais  of  political 
economy)  It  will  not  snrely  be  required  of  me 
to  demonstrate  the  axioms — I  will  not  say  of 
political  economy,  bnt  of  common  sense.  I 
will,  therefore,  assiune,  what  must  be  known 
to  every  member  of  this  House,  that  the  cost 
of  a  manufactared  article,  so  far  aa  regards  tlie 
process  of  fabrication,  can  only  be  resolved, 
push  the  analysis  as  far  as  'yon  may,  into  two 
elements :  the  wages  of  labor  and  the  profits  of 
capital.  The  raw  material  is  a  matter  that  re- 
quires a  separate  consideration,  and  may  there- 
fore be  regarded  as  a  third  element ;  thongh, 
atriotly  speaking,  it  Is  embraced  in  the  former 
two. 

What,  then,  ie  the  eomparative  price  of  labor 
in  Great  Briton  and  in  the  United  SUtcs) 
Sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  history  of  this  con- 
teat,  on  the  subject  of  protecting  mannfactures, 
that  I  bave  witnessed  with  more  astonishment 
end  regret,  than  the  utter  recklessness  with 
which  the  advocates  of  the  ^rotectin^  system, 
out  of  this  House,  make  their  statistical  state- 
ments. The  propriety  of  this  remark  will  be 
readily  admitted,  when  I  atate,  that  it  is  gravely 
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asserted  in  a  document,  emanating  from  the 
celebrated  Harrisburg  Convention— that  great 
Catholic  council  of  practical  wisdom,  whose  in- 
strnoHons  we  are  required  to  obey  implicitly, 
at  the  peril  of  eicommnnication — tliat  labor  is 
actually  cheaper  in  the  United  States  than  it  la 
in  Great  Britain  1 1  Yes,  sir,  this  anthoritarive 
assembly,  after  boastfiilly  stating  as  a  proof  of 
the  prosperity  produced  by  the  eatablishment 
of  manufactories  in  the  United  Stetes,  that,  "  in 
well-regiUated  factories,  the  wages  of  men 
range  from  five  to  twelve  dollars  per  'week  ;  ** 
say,  almost  on  the  very  next  page,  .in  attempting 

Xve  that  domestic  mani^actores  can  be 
cheaper  than  the  foreign  can  be  imported, 
we  assert^  without  the  fear  of  contrnaiction, 
that  the  price  of  manual  labor,  is  really  cheaper 
in  the  United  States  than  in  Great  Britun  I  " 
In  order  to  show  that  this  latter  assertion  is 
entirely  destitute  of  foundation,  I  will  briefly 
collate  the  statements  of  one  of  onr  own  mana- 
factnrers,  made  before  the  Oonmiittee  on  Manu- 
facturea,  with  authentic  stetemonls  of  the  price 
of  labor  in  Great  Britwn.  Mr,  Deiter,  a  manu- 
facturer of  woollens  in  New  York^  stated  the 
wages  of  all  the  men  employed  in  his  establish- 
ment, as  follows:  "One  machinist  at  |I  CO  per 
working  day ;  one  superintending  weaver  at 
$1  8Ti  per  working  day ;  one  principal  fuller, 
one  presser,  two  hands  in  the  finishing  room, 
and  one  dver,  each  at  $1  SG  per  working  day ; 
ten  hands  in  the  spinning  and  carding  rooms,  two 
assistant  carders,  and  one  assistant  in  andabout 
the  dyeing  house,  each  (I  per  working  day." 

I  will  now  exhibit  a  statement  of  the  wages  of 
mannfacturiug  labor  in  Great  Britain,  derived 
from  witoesses  examined  before  the  Emiitra- 
tion  Committee,  and  contained  in  their  tiiird 
report.  I  quote  from  the  Uonthly  Uagazjne 
for  December,  1827 : 

"  Joseph  Foster  and  Junes  Uttle,  woriting  '  huid- 
loom  weavers '  of  GU»gow,  persons  trlio  give  their 
evidence  with  the  most  Uudoble  temperuice  and 
good  sense,  at&te,  tbat  &  bond-loom  weaver  at  GUs- 
goyi  gets  now,  upon  an  svenge,  from  Is.  ed.  to  7s.  a 
week,  wages  ;  this  is  at  piece  work,  uid  to  earn  so 
much  be  must  be  employed  eighteen  or  lUnetcen 

"  Hr.  Anhibald  Compltell,  member  for  Glasgow, 
coiif  rma  the  evidence  of  these  witncises." 

"  Hr.  Home  Drununond,  member  for  Benfrew, 
concnrB  in  the  opinion  of  Hr.  CunpbelL" 

"  Mr.  Thomas  Hunter,  a  muter  nunn&ctnrer  at 
Carlisle,  says :  '  I  bave  taken  ont  fifteen  of  my  men 
— Ore  of  them  are  employed  at  the  best  work,  lad 
pretty  constaotly  omployed— and  1  find  their  aver- 
age net  earnings  to  be  6a.  6d.  per  week,  dedacting 
aU  Decenary  eipenies  of  loom  rent,  candles,  tack- 
ling, &c.'  In  cottclution,  this  witness  puts  in  a 
table  of  wages  and  ezpcBSes,  from  which  it  appears, 
that  the  best  hand-loom  weavers  in  bis  employment 
are  only  able  to  earn  Sa.  Gd.  a  week." 

"  The  Bev.  UatthUa  Turner  states  that '  the  ad- 
mitted caleuladon  is,  that  a  family  cannot  exist 
upon  less  tban  a  half  crown  s  week,  per  bead,  and 
when  that  amount  Is  not  earned,. the  pariah  makea   ' 
up  the  diffe  ' " 
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Tbcw  mnnpsrstiTe  statemeotH  conoluBivel; 
diq)rove  the  absurd  allegation,  k>  oonfidentlr 
mwle  in  the  report  of  the  Harrisbiir^  ConTOii- 
tioD.  Thef  claarly  show,  that  a  laborer  of  a 
pven  description  receivei  La  thig  coimtrj  near- 
)j  11  nniRb,  for  the  labor  of  a  daj,  as  such  a 
workman  would  receive  in  man;  parta  of  Great 
Britiin,  tor  Uie  labor  of  s  week.  Even,  sir,  if 
w«  MDine  12a.  a  week,  which  is  the  highest 
nU  of  TigM  obttined  b;  the  first-rate  wesTers 
in  the  mott  prosperona  eatabliBiunenta  in  Eag- 
luid,  M  the  una  of  the  comparison,  it  will  ^et 
foUaw  that  an  AmeriDan  weaver,  taMng  the 
linrest  MTerage,  receives  between  two  and  three 
tiines  u  much,  for  working  eleven  hours  a  day, 
H  ■  Britiih  wearer  receives  for  working  buc- 
leeiL  And  if  we  have  regard  to  the  efflciencj 
and  prodoetivenees  of  labor,  the  difference  will 
be  still  maler.  It  wonld  not  be  extravagant 
to  Mj,  tW  a  riven  qoantitj  of  work  can  be 
done  in  Great  Britain  for  one-third  of  the  price 
it  would  oM  in  the  United  States.  And  yet 
we  are  infenned,  hy  mannfaotnrere,  testifying 
00  (Mb,  that  they  can  manufacture  woollen 
doth  ai  dieaplr  as  it  ean  be  manafactnred  in 
Englud;  and  by  the  Harriahnrg  Convention, 
thtt  "manual  labor  is  really  c£eaper  in  the 
Uoiled  States  than  in  Great  Britain  I  "  Bnt, 
lir,  whta  pressed  with  the  decisive  and  nnan- 
svenble  evideoee  I  have  stated,  the  advocates 
of  the  prahibitory  systern  resort  to  a  subterfuge 
Torthy  of  a  canse  which  rests  on  delnsion. 
We  were  told,  for  example,  by  the  member 
from  Bhade  Island — and  the  argument  would 
Iiave  been  very  ingenions  if  it  had  not  been  a 
doHsteBiatr,  and  very  original  if  it  had  not  been 
worn  threadbare  by  Mathew  Carey  and  Hezekiah 
Niles,  "  that,  althongh  labor  is  so  very  cheap  in 
Grest  Briton,  yet  owing  to  the  oppressive 
Teigit  of  British  taiotion,  the  British  mann- 
brfnrsr  cannot  contend  with  the  untaxed  labor 
••f  tbe  United  States."  Now,  sir,  is  it  not  pel- 
pabl*  obvioQi  to  every  one  who  knows  any 
•it\iig  ibont  the  sabjects  of  British  taxation, 
tbit  the  British  laborer  pays  his  taxes,  oppres- 
tne  *9  they  are,  out  of  the  raiserBble  pittance 
■iikti  he  receives  as  the  wages  of  his  labor) 
{r«tT  thing  he  eats,  drinks  or  wears,  every 
'sfsiDR  be  enjoys — even  the  light  of  heaven, 
"^1**  to  him  charged  with  the  bnrthen  of  ex- 
fi^  md  impost  dnties  and  direct  taxation.  6ir, 
f>D  it  be  pwdble  that  those  who  undertake  to 
Mfwt  the  Notional  Legislature  on  this  grave 
"'^Ki.  can  be  so  utterly  ignorant  of  the  com- 
monest elementary  principles,  as  not  to  perceive 
tUi  the  eomparstive  weight  of  British  and 
-^iterican  taxation,  can  have  no  possible  bear- 
'^  npon  the  question  at  issue  t  An  American 
^Bftctnrer  receives  six  dollars  a  week,  a 
B^iJi  nuoofactarer  only  two.  The  British 
siinnlvtiirer  performs  one-third  more  labor  in 
t  hj  tluo  ^le  American,  and  pays  out  of  his 
^Vn  ni  times  as  much  tax.  And,  in  the  face 
^all  this,  the  Harrisbnrg  Convention, foUowed 
>?  tt<e  mtmber  from  Rhode  Island,  go  into  a 
^'Hnn  moekerjr  of  reasoning,  to  prove  that 
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labor  must  be  "  really  cheaper  "  in  this  oonn- 
trr  because  taxes  are  lower  I 

I  need  scarcely  add,  sir,  that  the  same  coarse 
of  reasoning  which  I  have  applied  to  labor,  is 
applicable  to  the  profits  of  capital.  The  cai>< 
iudist  who  lends  money  in  Great  Britain  at  3 
per  cent,  pays  all  his  heavy  taxes  ont  of  this 
low  rate  of  Interest;  whereas  the  Amerioan 
capitalist,  though  he  pays  much  leas  tax,  will 
not  take  less  t£an  six  per  cent,  for  his  money. 
The  case,  then,  is  clearly  made  out,  and  the  ar- 
gument has  not  been  fairly  met,  but  artfblly 
evaded,  that  the  wages  of  labor,  and  the  profits 
of  capital,  talcing  the  average  of  both,  are  per- 
manently otiehundred  per  cent,  at  least,  higher  in 
the  United  States  than  they  are  in  Great  Britain. 

What,  then,  are  we  to  think  of  the  testimony 
of  oar  manafactarere,  when  they  tell  ns  they 
conid  manufacture  woollen  cloth  as  cheap  as  it 
can  be  made  in  Great  Britain  if  it  were  not  for 
the  higher  price  they  have  to  give  for  the  raw 
mat«ria!  t  Can  such  a  statement  be  regarded 
as  testimony  at  all  ?  I  do  not  mean  to  assert, 
thongh  this  statement  is  obvionaly  false  upon 
the  face  of  it,  that  the  manafactmrers  are  ob- 
noxious to  the  Imputation  of  stating  what  they 
know  to  be  blse.  What  I  mean  to  say  is;  that 
their  crude  and  conjectnral  opinions  apon  n 
question  of  which  they  are  entirely  ignorant — 
opinions  founded  npon  the  loosest  sort  of  hear- 
say evidence  of  the  state  of  things  iu  other 
countries,  ore  not  entitled  to  the  slightest  pos- 
Mble  weight  in  this  investigatioa 


tnred  articles,  are  more  than  one  hundred  per 
cent,  higher  iu  the  United  States  than  they  are 
in  Great  Britain,  how  is  it  possible  that  those 
articles  cBu  be  fabricated  In  this  country  as  cheap 
as  in  Great  Britain)  Here,  then,  is  a  plain,  com- 
mon sense,  practical  view  of  the  question,  in- 
volving no  speculative  theory,  and  level  with 
every  understanding ;  and  I  confidently  defy  any 
man  to  meet  the  issue  furly  and  candidly,  with- 
out being  exposed  to  utter  defeat  and  overthrow. 
Having  said  this  mnch  on  the  cost  of  the 
fabrication,  I  will  proceed  to  submit  a  few  re- 
marks, applicable  to  woollen  manufactures, 
relative  to  the  cost  of  the  raw  materia!.  The 
manufacturers  come  here,  and  tell  ns  with  a 
liberality  quite  as  commendable  as  their  con- 
sistency, that  it  is  indispensably  necessary  to 
give  further  protection  to  the  wool  growers; 
that  they  are  rapidly  abandoning  their  bnsi- 
nesa,  and  will  entirely  abandon  it,  if  .they  do 
not  get  better  prices  fbr  raw  wool.  And  to 
give  a  tragical  interest  to  the  subject,  we  have 
been  told  that,  if  the  price  of  wool  be  not  raised, 
the  knife  will  be  sp^ily  applied  to  the  neck 
of  every  merino  sheep  iu  the  country ;  and  this 
bloody  scene  of  oratorical  sheep  slaughter  is 
coloured  up  to  excite  our  tender  sympathies,  at 
the  very  moment  that  .we  are  told,  from  the 
same  quarter,  that  raw  wool  is  now  selling  in 
the  United  States  60  or  70  per  cent,  higher 
than  it  is  In  Great  Britun.    Now,  sir,  thou|^ 
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I  admit  that  this  tragic  storj  is  pregnant  with 
a  most  instructive  mural,  it  is  a  very  different 
one  from  that  deduced  bj  the  maonfacturera. 
It  proveB,  most  conclunTely,  all  tliat  I  have 
Baia  on  tbe  m^ect  of  the  wages  of  labor 
and  the  profits  of  capital.  For  it  will  be  con- 
ceded, I  presume,  that  if  any  thing  can  be  pro- 
duced cheaper  in  this  ooontry  than  in  Great 
Britain,  it  is  the  produce  of  the  soil  and  the 
animala  susttuned  b  j  it.  And  jet  the  very  men 
who  would  make  us  believe  the;  can  mann&c- 
tnre  woollen  cloths  as  cheap  as  it  can  be  done 
in  0reBt  Britain,  tell  ns  that  the  British  fhrmer, 
npon  land  which  cost  teo  times  as  much  as 
snch  land  would  cost  in  the  United  States,  can 
Bell  wool  for  little  more  than  one-half  the  price 
to  which  it  mnst  be  rused  in  the  United  States 
to  prevent  the  wool  grower  from  abondoning 
tbe  bonness.  It  is  most  obvious,  Uien,  that  the 
high  price  of  wool,  like  the  high  price  of  mann- 
bctares  made  in  this  country,  is  foonded  npon 
permanent  causes. 

There  cannot,  indeed,  be  a  higher  evidence 
of  that  prospentj  which  we  derive  ttota  the 
munificent  boonties  of  Providence,  and  which 
we  are  laboring  so  sedulously  to  destroy,  than 
the  fact  that  a  farmer  in  the  United  States  can 
apply  his  labor  and  capital  more  profitably  than 
in  rusing  wool  and  selling  it  at  a  price  70  per 
cent,  higher  than  the  British  fanner  obt^ns  for 
his.  It  is  perfectly  evident,  therefore,  that  if 
both  foreign  wool  and  foreign  woollens  were 
nbsolntely  prohibited,  and  tlie  domestic  manit- 
fftcture  "  completely  established,"  to  use  the 
favorite  phrase  of  its  advocates,  there  would  be 
a  permanent  increase  of  the  price  of  woollen 
manufactures,  and  of  raw  wool,  to  an  extent 
that  will  be  presently  stated. 

Tbe  idea  that  domestic  competition  will  re- 
duce the  price  till  it  becomes  as  low  as  that  of 
the  foreign  production,  is  founded  upon  an  utter 
confuuon  of  ideas,  and  a  total  misconception 
of  the  whole  matter,  though  this  proposition 
was  stated,  by  the  member  from  Rhode  Island, 
as  a  thing  so  obvious  that  those  who  denied  it 
mnst  be  sinning  against  light. 

Having  disposed  of  one  branch  of  tliis  dry 
argument,  I  beg  leave,  by  way  of  episode,  to 
call  the  respectful  attention  of  the  House  to  the 
address  of  the  Horrisburg  Convention,  that  cel- 
ebrated document  which  has  been  trumpeted 
forth  to  the  nation  as  the  great  depository  of 
practical  wisdom,  and  as  containing  an  unan- 
swerable vindication  of  the  doctrines  I  am  at- 
tempting to  refute.  I  beseech  the  House  to 
favor  me  with  as  much  gravity  as  they  can 
command,  while  I  read,  for  their  edification, 
the  first  sentence  of  that  wonderful  production, 
which  I  also  beg  them  to  remember  is  the  work 
of  practical  men,  taking  a  mere  business  view 
of  the  snWect.  Here  it  is:  "The  ever-restless 
thirst  for  knowledge  in  man,  leads  bim  to  the 
measurement  of  the  volumes  of  the  waters  dis- 
charged by  the  rivers,  to  the  weighing,  as  it 
were,  in  a  balance,  the  Alps  and  the  Andes,  to 
the  establishment  of  the  connee  of  the  planet^ 
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and  a  determination  of  the  eccentric  ran^  of 
comets  through  the  immensity  of  space  itaelt, 
[Bear  it  in  mind,  Mr.  Speaker,  that  this  is  aboat 
woollen  manufactures  I  ]  and  reduce  it  to  human 
ideas  of  the  extent  of  matter — [I  suppose  yon 
know  what  that  means  I  ]  yet  the  stud;^  of  Um- 
sel^  the  ascertainment  of  those  qualities  given 
to  render  himself  and  bis  fellow  man  happy, 
are  fatally  neglected,  [I  sm  not  half  through  the 
sentence  yetT]  and  tbe  capacities  of  tbe  Enman 
race  to  walk  erect,  the  image  of  Qod,  are  chiefly 
given  up  to  the  warm  viuons  of  speculatara,  or 
cold  ciJcnlationa  of  tyrants  and  masters;  to 
the  former,  to  indulge  some  pretty  theory  or 
beautiful  notion,  fitted  to  other  conditions  and 
circumstances  of  society — and  to  the  last,  that 
it  may  be  counted  how  many  mnst  be  slaugh- 
tered to  win  a  battle  in  the  field,  or  how  great 
burthens  he  (who))  can  bear,  (Deliver  us  from 
this  tariff  I)  and  still  exist  to  labor,  and  groan 
out  '  a  weary  life  of  servitude  and  shame.' " 
Now,  sir,  when  I  inform  the  House  that  this  is 
a  fair  specimen  of  the  entire  composition,  1  pre- 
sume no  man  of  discriminating  taste  and  sound 
judgment  will  heeitate  to  admit,  that  the  grave 
solemnity  and  dignified  simplicity  of  the  style, 
is  in  perfect  keeping  with  the  "great  argn- 
ment"  of  which  it  is  the  vehicle.  But,  sir, 
that  yon  may  have  a  spedmen  of  the  didactic 
portion  of  this  sententious  and  stateanianlike 
document,  I  will  gratify  you  with  a  'sentence 
from  the  main  body  of  the  work,  in  which  we 
are  indirecUy  advised  to  establish  a  home  de- 
partment ;  "  In  the  want  of  a  Home  Depart- 
ment, in  which,  as  in  our  own  'plummet 
found '  HisBissippi,  rolling  the  congregated 
waters  of  millions  of  supplies,  (millions  of  wa- 
ter!)  to  a  common  reservoir,  might  be  found 
collected  tbe  multitudinons  1 1  facts  necessary  to 
a  correct  understanding  of  the  internal  affairs 
of  OUT  country,  and  a  wise  I^islation  concern- 
ing them — in  the  general  deficiency  of  knowl- 
edge in  political  economical  subjects,  and  of  the 
desire  to  obtun  it  Irom  the  absence  of  profes- 
sorships in  our  superior  schools,  to  lead  tho 
mind  of  youth  to  contemplate  and  add  np  the 
sum  of  production  and  consumption,  and  in- 
vestigatA  the  wanla  of  this  nation  and  its  means* 
of  supply — (I  do  not  understand  the  meaning 
of  al]  this  Jumble  of  words :  but  mark  the  in- 
ference I)  it  is  to  be  repotted  the  Convention 
had  not  remained  in  session  a  cpusiderable  time, 
(Heaven  forbid  I)  that  the  dispersed  and  im- 
portant &cts  in  tiie  possession  of  as  respectable 
a  body  of  practical  men !  as  ever  was  assembled, 
might  have  been  fully  gathered,  and  preserved 
for  public  instruction,  but  the  sparse  items  mn- 
tually  communicated,  and  in  part  retiuned,  may 
act  like  '  a  little  leaven,'  and  '  leaven  the  whole 
lump,*  if  liberall;r  received  and  rightfully 
nseal  1 1  "  Now,  sir,  having  extricated  myaeU* 
from  the  Cretan  labyrinth  of  this  sentence,  and 
recovered  my  breath  a  littie,  I  must  l>e  per- 
mitted to  say,  that  we  have  bore  a  oombma- 
tion  of  high  Bounding  words,  mixed  metaphors, 
swelling  bombast,  and  profound  hatbo^  which 
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it  would  pnule  all  the  rbetoricaDB  in  Ohristen- 
dom  to  bring  within  the  computs  of  an;  defini- 
tioo.  Neither  Aristotle,  nor  Blair,  nor  Oamp- 
belt,  Mold  reduce  it  to  anj  of  the  c&t«goriea  of 
rintoric ;  and,  as  to  Longinns,  it  never  entered 
Mo  bis  inuffination.  to  conceive  of  such  Bob- 
Emitj.  In  all  mj-  reading,  air,  I  recoUect  but 
1  loD^e  ^wdmen  of  ^le  haviDg  any  resem- 
UuMe  to  It;  and  that  ia  in  an  oration  I  heard 
Rated  from  the  Colombian  Orator,  when  I 
TU  a  Iwy  at  aehool.  (I  had  too  much  tast«, 
•rot  then,  thank  Heaven !  to  speak  it  myself.) 
It  WIS  in  the  following  worda,  and  will  apply 
to  tbe  nibject  of  woollen  msan&cturea,  as  well 
H  tiu  lentuieea  I  hare  Jnat  qaoted :  "  Guided 
by  resBoa  tnan  has  travellea  throng^  the  ab- 
itrase  rcpons  of  the  philoeophio  world.  He 
can  tnea  the  comet's  flight  through  the  regions 
of  immMnrable  space:  he  can  almost  make 
th«  marble  speak."  Now,  with  all  becoming 
deference,  1  wonld  snggest,  that  the  Hamsbnrg 
CaDiention  stand  mnoh  more  in  need  of  a  Pro- 
fessor of  Kheloric,  than  they  do  of  a  Professor 
of  Pidiiical  Economy.  Their  address  would 
cerldnly  fbmiah  abnndant  matter  for  a  new 
theory  of  tiie  art  of  rhetorical  mystification. 

Bat,  ar,  to  be  serioos,  1  shonld  not  have 
oitidied  this  document  with  so  mnch  severity, 
if  it  were  not  that  I  feel  indignant,  as  an 
AiiMriaan,  at  the  very  thonght  of  its  miserable 
jargon  going  down  to  posterity  as  the  fonnda- 
tco  (M  this  prohibitory  system,  and  as  the 
ipcd<^  offered  by  an  enlightened  people  for 
sntonitting  to  the  most  odioos  and  oppressive 
tynumj  ever  devised  by  "  artful  men.  for  pri- 
T*t«ad«nlam,  nnderpretenceof  public  good." 
The  writer  <»  this  address,  who  is  a  mere  in- 
Unimant  in  the  hands  of  designing  men,  nnder- 
rtands  no  more  of  the  ^litical  and  eoonomical 
bearing  of  the  "  American  system,"  than  the 
iDlodMted  prieatesH  at  Delphos  understood  the 
el&et  of  the  Mvcniar  responaea  she  uttered  from 
tliB  tripod,  end  which  an  artful  priesthood 
Mimtenmaced  by  political  rulers,  converted  into 
tbe  means  at  governing  the  world. 

It  has  been  conceded  by  all  the  Intelligent 
advocates  of  the  protecting  system,  from  Alai- 
mder  Hamilton  to  the  present  Secretary  of 
Eute,  that  free  trade  wonM  be  most  condncive 
to  national  prosperity,  if  all  nationa  wonld 
pinoe  the  policy  of  tolerating  it.  In  other 
■•vds,  we  are  called  upon  to  protect  our  mao- 
nbOma  against  foreign  regulations,  which  are 
supposed  to  be  of  a  tendency  to  give  foreign 
■unabctarers  an  nndae  advantage  over  onrs, 
in  eon^eting  toe  our  own  market.  Now,  sir,  I 
tadtrtake  to  establish  tbe  propoaition — and  I 
■iD  ooooede  th«  policy  of  this  measure,  if  I  do 
M— that  there  is  not  now  a  single  bounty  on 
tl>«  Hatiite  book  of  Oreat  Britain  for  enoonr- 
<pDg  niber  the  making  or  the  exportation  of 
Kj  not  of  tbe  mannfoctures  embraced  in  this 
tnU,  Dor  a  ungle  commercial  restriction  that 
^  sot  tend  to  give  oar  manufacturers  an  ad- 
nnt^  over  the  Brittah,  in  onr  own  and  in 
^nigBmariMta. 


But,  sir,  if  this  oppressive  system  of  policy, 
of  which  this  bill  is  almost  the  congnmniation, 
shall  be  pushed  any  farther  than  it  has  already 
gone,  oar  brethren  of  the  North  will  not  long 
have  to  complun  that  they  consnme  so  large  a 
portion  of  the  proceeds  of  tbe  staples  we  now 
export  to  Great  Britain.    There  is  a  retributive 

instice  in  the  dispensations  of  Providence — and 
thank  God  that  there  ia — which  makes  injus- 
tice and  tyranny,  when  carried  beyond  a  cer- 
tain poin^  recoil  npon  the  oppressor.  Sir,  if 
yon  were  to  destroy — utterly  destroy  the  for- 
eign trade  in  cotton,  the  very  portions  of  the 
Union  at  the  shrine  of  whose  imaginary  inter- 
esta  yon  propose  to  make  the  offering,  would 
find  themselves  deeply  and  incurably  iiynred, 
while  we  should  derive  a  sast^ning  conaoU- 
tion,  in  the  midst  of  oar  sufierings,  from  the 
proud  consciousness  that  our  own  folly  and 
wickedness  had  no  agency  in  producing  the  ca- 
lamity, and  that  our  own  firmness,  industry, 
and  economy,  woold  enable  us  to  work  out 
new  sources  of  prosperity.  There  is  a  pleasure 
bearing  up  against  oppression,  which  the 
oppressor  can  never  enjoy ;  and  I  soleronly  de- 
clare, sir,  that  I  would  rather  be  the  victim  of 
this  abominable  scheme  of  legalized  plonder. 
than  to  meet  the  dreadful  responsibility,  moral 
and  political,  of  imposing  it  npon  the  nation. 

Yes,  sir,  I  warn  gentiemen  that  they  have  a 
fearful  responsibility  to  encounter,  both  to  their 
own  constituents  and  to  the  Union.  Thus  far 
the  burdens  of  this  system  have  fallen  princi- 
pally on  the  Southern  States.  But  it  has  now 
reached  a  point,  beyond  which  you  cannot 
carry  it  with  impunity.  Even  the  colonial  vas- 
salage of  the  Southern  States — and  they  have 
been  better  colonies  to  the  Northern  States, 
than  they  ever  were  to  England — will  be  no 
longer  profitable  to  yon,  if  yon  pass  this  bill. 
We  ehtul  be  compelled  to  change  the  whole 
economy  of  our  industry,  and  to  become  the 
rivals  instead  of  the  customers  of  the  Northern 
States.  I  have  stated,  on  another  occasion, 
that  we  import  from  tbe  North,  of  the  produc- 
tions of  the  soil,  in  their  natural  and  crudely 
manufactured  state — potatoea,  onions,  heer, 
cider,  spirits,  beef,  pork,  soap,  candles,  cheese, 
and  an  almost  endless  list  of  small  articles,  to 
the  amount  of  two  milliona  of  dollars,  exclud- 
ing what  are  usually  called  manufactures.  I 
wQI  now  add,  that  we  import  a  very  large 
amount  of  manufactures  from  the  Northern 
States,  which  every  principle  of  sound  policy, 
and  every  dictate  of  patriotism,  will  urge  us  to 
make  within  ourselves,  if  this  bill  shall  become 
a  law.  Of  these  I  will  barely  mention,'  by 
way  of  illustration,  the  article  of  negro  shoes, 
which  the  States  of  South  Carolina  and  Gieor- 
gia  alone  import,  to  the  amount  of  half  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  annually,  and  which  every 
planter  has  the  means  either  of  making  him- 
self, or  procuring  in  his  own  vicinity,  in  el- 
change  for  the  productions  of  his  plantation. 
When,  therefore,  the  hard  lessons  of  economy 
shall  be  impressed  upon  us  by  the  burden  of 
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this  ajstem,  I  venture  to  assert  that  the  inter- 
nal trade  of  the  country  will  be  oorUiled,  in- 
oloding  that  with  the  West,  to  the  extent  of 
seven  mlllioiia  of  dollars ;  kn  amoant  nearlj 
equal  to  that  of  the  foreign  mannfacturea  of 
wool  now  imported.  But  the  inevitable  resnlt 
of  this  measore  will  be  to  prodnoe  a  reaolion, 
ruinous  not  onl;  to  the  groat  mass  of  the  pop- 
nlatiOD  in  the  mannfaoturing  Btat«s,  who  have 
all  along  been  the  anffering  and  deluded  vic- 
tims of  the  manufacturers,  bnt  rninong  to  the 
mannfacturoTS  thomaelves.  The  Bonthem  States 
will  be  driven,  by  necessity,  to  make  the  ex- 
periment of  manufaoturiiig  bj  alave  labor,  and 
nothing  bnt  an  experiment  is  wanting  to  de- 
monstrate, that  we  can  drive  the  Eastern  man- 
n&cturers  out  of  our  own  market  at  least 
The  average  cost  of  slave  labor,  which  I  be- 
lieve better  adapted  to  manage  the  ordinary 
operations  of  machinery,  than  hired  free  labor, 
will  not  cost  na  more  than  half  tho  price  of 
labor  in  the  northern  mannfaotorieg,  and  our 
water  power,  of  which  we  have  an  nnlimlted 
command  at  all  seasons,  would  cost  us  compar- 
atively nothing.  White  the  manufacturers  of 
ootton  bag^ng  in  Kentncky,  are  indulging  in 
the  anticipation  of  compelling  ns  to  pay  26 
and  80  cents  a  yard  for  their  hemp  bagging, 
they  will  find  that  we  can  mann&oture  an  arti- 
cle better  adapted  to  onr  purposes,  out  of  our 
own  cotton,  for  half  that  price,  thereby  greatly 
increasing  the  consomption  of  our  own  mate- 
rial. And  the  Eastern  manufacturer  of  cotton 
goods,  while  indulging  in  dreams  of  profitable 
monopoly,  will  find  that  our  decided  advantage 
in  the  superior  cheapness  of  labor,  the  raw  ma- 
terial ana  water  power,  will  enable  us  to  under- 
sell them  long  before  we  attain  eqnal  BkiU  in 
the  process  of  manufacturing.  In  a  word,  sir, 
those  parts  of  the  Union  that  have  co-operated 
in  establishing  this  fatal  policy,  will  find,  that 
however  much  they  have  benefited  by  onr 
prosperity  and  wealth,  they  will  derive  no  ad- 
vantage from  our  distress  and  poverty.  And 
the  mass  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern,  Middle, 
and  Western  States,  when  suddenly  deprived  of 
the  domestic  market  for  their  productions, 
which  they  now  e^joy  to  the  extent  of  seven 
millions  of  dollars  annually,  will  realize,  in 
their  own  distress,  the  promised  blessings  of 
this  great  system  of  deception  and  delusion. 

Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  distresune  to  witness  the 
kind  of  aristocratic  infinenoe,  by  which  meas- 
nree  of  this  sort  ore  obviou^y  oontrolled.  I 
have  witnessed,  with  astonishment  and  regret, 
as  a  strong  proof  of  the  aristocratic  tendency 
of  every  system  of  Govenmient,  the  melan- 
choly fact,  that  intelligent  and  honorable  men 
upon  this  floor,  in  whose  Oongressional  dis- 
tricts there  is  perhaps  a  single  manufactory  of 
iron,  owned  by  perhaps  the  very  vealtliieat 
man  in  the  country,  will  pve  their  votes,  with- 
out the  least  compunction,  to  impose  an  odious 
and  oppressive  tu  upon  tlie  remaining  thou- 
sands of  their  poor  constituenta,  to  increase  the 
profits  t£  one  wealthy  nabob. 
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And  yet,  ear,  we  hear  gentlemen  very  grave- 
ly talking  about  promoting  the  interest  of  "  a 
whole  State,"  when  they  are  in  the  very  act  of 
imposing  a  tax  npon  the  great  body  of  the  peo- 
ple of  that  very  State.  Such,  for  example,  was 
the  language  used  by  the  gentleman  from  Mis- 
souri, when  urpng  the  expediency  of  increas- 
ing the  duty  on  lead;  when,  I  will  venture  to 
say,  one  hundred  of  his  conatttnents  wonld  feel 
the  tax.  where  one  of  them  would  realize  the 
bounty  of  such  an  imposition.  And  yet,  sir, 
we  taU(  about  a  democratic  Government,  and 
the  responribility  of  the  Representative  to  the 
people  I  I  speak  not  the  language  of  a  detaai- 
gogue,  bnt  tne  grave  and  solemn  langnaoe  <^ 
historical  and  philosophical  truth,  when  I  say, 
that  it  is  the  very  genius  of  this  system,  as  ex- 
hibited in  this  and  every  other  country,  to  tax 
the  many  and  the  poor  for  the  benefit  of  the 
few  and  the  wealthy.  Take  up  the  articles  em- 
braced in  the  scheme  of  protection,  one  by  one, 
and  I  defy  any  man  to  point  out  a  single  one  of 
them  that  does  not  specifically  prove  and  illus- 
trate the  proposition  I  bave  laid  down.  Salt, 
for  example,  is  an  article  of  first  neceesity, 
equally  consumed  by  the  poor  and  the  rich. 
The  people  of  the  United  States  now  pay  about 
one  hundred  per  cent,  on  every  bnsliel  <Hf  mlt 
they  consume,  amounting  in  the  agor^ate  to  a 
tax  of  at  least  a  miUion  and  a  half  dollars,  paid 
by  all  classes,  for  the  exclusive  benefit  at  the 
owners  of  some  one  or  two  bnndred  salt  works 
at  the  utmost.  The  same  remark  is  strictly  iq>- 
plicable  to  the  duty  on  iron.  It  imposes  a  nni- 
versal  tax,  both  heavy  and  permanent,  for  the 
benefit  of  not  more  dian  one  or  two  hundred 
ironmasters  in  the  United  States.  And  1  ap- 
peal to  the  members  from  Pennsylvania,  Mary- 
land, and  Western  Virginia,  to  state  whether 
these  men  have  not  accumulated  princely  for- 
tunes by  the  very  business  which  we  are  tax- 
ing the  people  still  higher  to  sustain  f  I  was 
myself  informed  by  one  of  those  ironmasters, 
that  the  establishment  in  wfaioh  he  was  con- 
cerned yielded  an  annual  income  of,  I  think  it 
was,  116,000  or  (20,000,  and  that  he  could 
afibrd  to  sell  iron  at  ten  dollars  a  ton  less  than 
the  present  prices,  and  do  a  profitable  business. 
And  yet,  sir,  with  all  the  republican  simplicilj 
imaginable,  we  are  imposing  a  heavy  tax  npon 
the  whole  democracy  of  the  oonntry,  to  in- 
crease the  already  overgrown  fortunes  of  this 
single  branch  of  the  aristocracy  I  The  high 
duty  on  imported  sugar  U  another  illustration 
of  the  view  I  am  attempting  to  impress  npon 
the  House ;  and  I  am  induced  to  notice  it  the 
more  particularly,  becanse  it  has  been  ni^^ed  as 
a  reason  why  the  Southern  States  generally 
ought  to  submit  to  the  proposed  imposition  of 
high  duties  on  other  articles.  Sir,  what  sml  of 
logic  is  that  which  urges  the  justice  of  impos- 
ing a  tax  upon  South  Carolina  for  the  ben^t 
of  Maaaachusetta,  because  a  tax  has  already 
been  imposed  upon  both  South  Carolina  and 
Massachusetts  for  the  benefit  of  Louirianat  I 
do  not  onderatand  this  system  of  sectional  oom- 
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biiutioD — I  am  sure  it  ia  not  fonoded  npoa  the 
{iriiiEiplca  of  the  constitntitHi — by  which  Soath 
Ctrolina  ii  to  be  made  reapooaibfe  to  Maaaachn- 
Bette  for  the  dot;  on  su^,  anj  more  than  she 
is  responable  to  Louisiana  for  the  duty  on 
vDoUeuB,  Bj  bU  the  ties  which  consecrate 
Hoi  Uiuon,  mj-  State  st«nda  in  aa  near  a  rela- 
tion to  MaasacLnsetta  £b  to  Louiuana,  and  he 
iaei  not  cooHolt  either  the  spirit  of  the  oonsti- 
totioo,  or  the  harmonj  of  the  Union,  who  de- 
duces mcli  ta  argmaent  as  that  which  I  am 
coDdderiDg  from  geographical  jazti^sition 
merelj.  I,  iir,  complain  of  the  dnt;  upon 
fupr,  u  mnch  as  any  other  member  of  this 
Hotise.  It  is  obnoiioDa,  in  a  peculiar  manner, 
Co  the  objectioQ  I  Iiare  urged  against  the  dnties 
on  lalt  and  iron ;  it  is  a  tax  on  the  great  bod; 
of  the  people,  for  the  t>enefit  of  some  two  or 
UiTM  hnikdreil  sugar  planters,  who  are  men  of 
inunenae  w«»Uh ;  for  the  fact  is  notorious,  that 
the  bannen  is  almost  exdasivel;  confined  to 
large  cajiitslists.  Every  family  in  the  United 
Stales  ibat  consamea  83^  ponnds  of  sugar,  pays 
a  tii  of  oDe  dollar  to  these  wealthy  monopo- 
lists; and  I  know  a  ungle  individual — he  is  a 
pCTSDoalinend — worth  between  two  and  three 
milliaiu  of  dollars,  who  receives  annually 
■boot  30,000  dollars  as  his  dividend  of  this  no- 
lioosl  boimty. 

Can  there  be  a  more  striking  proof  of  the 
injostite,  sod  impolicy,  and  anti-repnblican  ten- 
dtfuj  of  this  Byitem  I  It  imposes  a  tax  of  at 
kan  fbar  millions  five  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lara  Dpcm  the  mass  of  the  people  in  every  State 
b  tha  Unicm,  for  the  sole  and  exclusive  l>enefit 
of  the  iitSL-masters,  sagar-plonters,  and  owners 
of  salt  nDrki,  not  amounting,  iu  the  whole 
Vnioa,  to  more  than  from  five  hnndred  to  one 
thoaaud  persons ;  and  if  we  add  all  the  own- 
en  of  cuttoQ  and  woollen  manufactories  ia  the 
I'uiUd  Stales,  it  would  not  swell  the  number 
to  tTO  thoosand.  Sir,  the  foundation  of  an 
viKieenej  of  wealth  was  never  more  dislinct- 
ij  laid  in  the  legialation  of  any  country  on 
tutt;  nor  was  the  democracy  of  any  other 
Nontry  ever  subjected  to  such  an  enormous  tax 
to  nMain  a  privileged  order.  There  is  nothing 
ia  tike  legislation  of  England,  not  excepting  the 
<P{ireanve  eystc^m  of  tlie  com  laws,  more  justly 
nluDiioaa  to  condemnation. 

Bat,  HT,  the  manufacturers,  with  an  art  com- 
nxn  to  all  tlioee  who,  by  the  various  devices  of 
huaao  conning,  have  made  subservient  to  their 
purpiMt  the  credulity  of  the  mnltitnde,  allege, 
t^  the  great  body  of  farmers,  constituting, 
(crtup^  three-foarths  of  onr  population,  are 
iaiawtod  in  the  establishment  of  manufactures 
ii  t  mcMii  of  obtaining  a  market  for  their 
■ooL  Conceding,  as  I  readily  do,  that  the  es- 
uUtdunent  of  maunfaotoriea,  when  not  forced 
bfartificud  means,  ia  beneficial  to  such  farm- 
<n  u  live  withio  their  vicinity  and  have  oapi- 
lij  nSeteiit  to  ambark  in  the  bunness  of  wool- 
{Tuviag,  yet  I  confidently  «)peal  to  every 
istoiber  from  flia  wool-growmg  portions  of 
lU  CnioD,  to   say  whetber  tha  Dosiueaa  of 


growing  wool  for  the  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, u  not  confined  to  a  very  small  portion 
of  farmers,  consisting  of  those  who  have  the 
largest  capital !  Yes,  sir,  I  have  been  assured 
by  members  on  thia  floor,  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  wool-^wing^  that  tiie  small  farmers 
do  not  even  raise  wool  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, but  actually  bny  it  from  those  of  the  more 
weallliy  class.  I  may  venture  to  assert  that, 
taking  the  average  even  of  the  wool-growing 
States,  there  is  not  one  in  fifty  of  the  turmera 
who  raises  wool  for  sale ;  and  that  the  whole 
number  of  wool  growers  in  the  United  States, 
who  wonld  be  at  all  benefited  by  the  duty  upon 
raw  wool  and  woollens,  wonld  not  exceed  nme- 
ty  thousand  persons.  Thus  it  is,  sir,  that  thia 
bill  maintains  a  consistent  character  through- 
ont  all  its  provisions,  and  the  great  democratic 
farming  interest,  represented  as  constituting 
nine  millions  of  our  population,  dwindles  into 
an  aristocracy  of  ninety  thousand  of  the  moat 
wealthy  farmers.  It  is  to  provide  a  email 
bounty  for  those  wool  growera  and  a  very  large 
one  for  the  still  smaller  number  of  woollen  and 
cotton  manufacturers,  iron  masters,  sugar  plant- 
ers, and  owners  of  salt  works,  that  the  other 
classes  of  the  people,  including  more  than  eight 
millions  nina  nundred  thousand  of  the  people 
of  the  farming  States,  are  compelled  to  pay  an 
annual  tax  of  abont  fifteen  millions  of  dollars. 
Such,  sir,  is  the  operation,  and  such  the  politi* 
cal  tendency  of  this  system.  The  heavy  bur- 
den of  its  taxation  falls  upon  all  sections  of  the 
Union,  and  alt  classes  of  the  commimity ; 
whereas  its  bounties  are  confined  to  a  number 
not  much  laiger  than  the  constitutional  aristoc- 
racy of  some  other  countries.  But,  sir,  I  shall 
be  probably  asked  how  it  happens  that  the  cap- 
italists of  the  Sonth,  the  wealthy  cotton  plant- 
ers, are  arrayed  on  the  side  of  the  great  mass 
of  the  people,  in  this  contest  between  capital 
and  labor!  Have  they  more  knowledge  or 
more  honesty  than  other  capitalists  t  Sir,  I  set 
up  no  suoh  pretension  for  them.  We  lay  clwm 
to  no  other  mtelligenoe  and  honesty  than  suoh 
as  enables  us  to  understand,  and  prompts  us  to 
defend,  oar  own  rights.  I  wiH  not  undertake 
to  say  that  we  might  not  be  tempted  to  join 
this  plundering  expedition,  if  a  tariff  could  be 
so  r^nlated  as  to  increase  the  ^rice  of  cotton. 
But  such  is  OUT  position  in  this  contest,  that 
our  interest  tjirows  us  into  a  natural  alliance 
witli  the  great  body  of  tha  people  in  the  fkim- 
iug  States.  Tha  wealthy  cotton  planter  of  the 
South  fishts  by  the  side  of  the  small  farmer, 
the  mechanic,  the  merchant,  and  the  laborer, 
in  New  York  and  Pennsylvania,  because  they 
all  have  a  similar  interest  in  opposing  a  system 
of  which  the  burden  falls  upon  them  and  tha 
benefit  on  others.  And  this  accounts  for  the 
fact — notorious  in  our  political  history — that 
what  some  are  pleased  to  call  the  aiistocracy  of 
the  Bonthem  States,  has  always  been  found  on 
the  same  side  with  the  democracy  of  the 
Northern  States  in  the  political  controverriea 
by  which  the  country  has  been  divided.    It  is 
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B  natural  alliaDoe.  The  Bonthern  States,  de- 
pending on  free  tradb  for  their  proaperity,  must 
always  be  opposed  to  any  attempts  on  tJie  part 
of  this  Goverament  to  build  up,  07  commercial 
prohibitioDH,  an  aristocraoj  of  iavored  monop- 
olists. Sir,  this  is  not  a  conteet,  as  Bome  are 
aniioos  to  represent  it,  between  the  Boathem 
and  Korthem  States.  It  is  a  contest  of  less 
than  one  hundred  thousand  tnanofactnrers  and 
fanners,  agunst  all  the  other  farmers  and  man- 
nfaotnrers  in  the  Union,  and  agunst  the  whole 
population  in  the  Southern  States. 

I  will  now  invite  the  attenlion  of  the  Home 
to  one  or  two  views  of  this  snbject,  connected 
not  so  much  with  political  economy  as  with  a 
mnoh  more  important  branch  of  politics :  that 
wbidh  loolca  to  the  tnie  fonndetions  of  lib- 
erty and  the  probable  destinj  of  this  Govem- 

I  am  aot  one  of  those,  sir,  who  habitually 
stickle  npon  mere  teobnical  questions  of  con- 
stltntional  construction  and  constitutional  pow- 
er. I  believe  snoh  questions  are  not  those  npon 
which  the  safety  of  the  Republic  depends.  1 
grant,  air,  that  Oongress  has  the  power  to  lay 
duties  upon  foreign  merchondisa  for  purposes 
other  than  those  of  revenue.  These  duties  may 
be  legitioiately  laid  for  the  regnlntion  of  foreign 
oommerce.  But,  sir,  though  I  admit  the  power 
of  this  Government  to  the  extent  Just  stated,  I 
am  prepared  to  demoatrate  that,  to  attempt  any 
interference  with  the  distribution  of  domestic 
capital  and  domestic  labor,  by  taxing  one  por- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  another,  under  pretence 
of  regulating  commerce,  is  a  gross  and  Jrandu- 
lent  abuse  of  a  constitutional  power.  A  regu- 
lation of  commerce,  to  be  legitimate,  must  have 
reference  to  our  foreign  relations  and  interna- 
tional rights,  not  to  our  inlemsl  relations  and 


ceived,  if  we  advert  to  its  baarinE  npon  the 
great  principle  of  political  responsibflitj.  Wher- 
ever the  interest  involved  is  a  general  interest 


interfere  with  it,  would  act  without  responsi- 
bility. The  interest  of  the  whole  would  be 
sutnected  to  the  irresponsible  action  of  a  part 
la  lite  manner,  wherever  the  interest  involved 
is  a  local  interest,  such,  for  example,  as  the  in- 
terest of  the  cotton  grower,  this  Government, 
assuming  to  act  upon  it,  acts  without  respomd- 
bility.  Of  what  consequence  is  it,  that  the 
cotton  States  have  some  fifty  or  six^  represent' 
ativea,  in  a  body  composed  of  two  hundred 
and  thirteen  f  Who  are  they,  that  are  about 
to  pass  this  tariff  dooming  our  fields  to  desola- 
tion I  Have  they  any  community  of  interest 
or  of  sympathy  with  the  cotton  growers  t  On 
the  contrary,  are  they  not  stimulated  by  the 
hope,  (Adse  and  delasive,  I  grant  yon,)  that 
their  prosperity  is  to  be  reared  upon  our  ruins ) 
The  interest  of  the  cotton  grower  is  essentially 
dependent  on  foreign  commerce.  The  free  and 
onrestricted  enjoyment  of  that  commerce,  is  a 
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natnral  and  political  right  of  the  moat  sacred 
character,  and  which  nothing  but  the  highest 
pnblio  emergency  could  Justify  this  Govern- 
ment even  in  suspending.  And  yet,  sir,  with- 
out even  the  pretence  of  any  motive  connected 
with  the  defence  of  our  national  rights  or  hon- 
or, in  a  time  of  peac&  and  harmony  with  the 
whole  world,  the  Representatives  of  the  other 
States  are  about  to  pass  a  law,  notorionsly'^e- 
structive  of  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  cot- 
ton States.  What  nonsense  would  it  be  to  talk 
of  Representative  responsibilitf,  when  those 
who  destroy  our  prosperity  believe  it  to  be 
their  interest,  and  (if  that  be  possible)  tlieir 
right  and  duty  to  dwtroy  that  prosperity  f  If^ 
sir,  as  the  advocates  of  this  tariif  allege,  it  is 
the  interest  of  two-thirda  of  this  Union,  to  de- 
stroy the  prosperity  of  the  other  third,  by  cut- 
ting off  the  only  means  of  that  prosperity, 
would  it  be  possible  for  tliat  other  third  to  sab- 
mit  to  a  practical  interpretation  of  the  compact 
of  anion,  by  which  the  right  of  the  two-thirds 
would  be  recognized  to  destroy  the  other  I 
This  Hpeciea  of  Government  intcnference  with 
the  rights  of  private  property,  would  be  nnjust 
and  tyrannical,  even  in  a  local  Government  ex- 
tending over  a  homogeneous  population,  and 
over  interests  equally  and  generally  diffased 
over  the  whole  geographical  surface  \  but,  in  a 
Federal  Government,  extending  over  various 
sectional  interests,  it  is  utterly  intolerable. 

Sir,  if  the  union  of  these  States  shall  ever 
be  severed  and  their  liberties  subverted,  the 
historian  who  records  these  disasters  will  Late 
to  ascribe  them  to  measures  of  this  description. 
I  do  sincerely  believe  that  neither  this  Govern- 
ment, nor  any  free  Government,  can  exist  for  a 
quarter  of  a  century,  under  such  a  system  of 
legislation.  Its  inevitable  tendency  is  to  cor- 
rupt, not  only  the  public  functionaries,  but  all 
those  portions  of  the  Union  and  classes  of  soci- 
ety who  have  an  interest,  real  or  imaginary,  in 
the  bounties  it  provides,  by  taxing  other  b«c- 
tions  and  other  classes.  What,  sir,  is  the  ea- 
sential  characteristic  of  a  freeman  t  It  is  that 
independence  which  results  from  an  habitaal 
reliance  upon  his  own  resources  and  hia  own 
labor  for  hia  support  He  is  not  in  fkct  a  fr-ee- 
man,  who  habitually  looks  to  the  Governtnent 
for  pecuniary  bonnties.  And  I  confess  tltat 
nothing  iu  Uie  conduct  of  those  who  ar«  the 
prominent  advocates  of  this  system,  has  excited 
more  apprehension  and  alarm,  in  my  mind, 
than  the  constant  efforts  made  by  all  of  them, 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  down  to 
the  humblest  coadjutor,  to  impress  upon  the 
publio  mind  the  idea  that  national  prosperity 
and  individual  wealth  ore  to  be  derived,  not 
from  individual  industry  and  economy,  bnl 
fr^m  Government  bounties.  An  idea  moro 
fatal  to  liberty  could  not  be  inculcated.  I  said, 
on  another  occasion,  that  the  days  of  RomoQ 
liberty  were  numbered  when  the  people  con- 
sented to  receive  bread  fh>m  t^e  pnblio  grana- 
ries. From  that  moment  it  was  not  the  tiatriot 
who  had  abown  the  greatest  cqiacil;  ana  made 
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„  „  le  who  would  promise  to  distribuM 
ouM  profiuely  the  spoils  of  the  plimdered 
proTinoe^  that  was  elevated  to  offlee  b^  a  de- 
gtiwnta and merceuarj popnlaoe.  Everything 
becune  Teoal,  even  in  the  conntrj  of  Fabricioa, 
mtilSiMlfy  the  empire  itself  wsa  sold  at  pub- 
lic laativa  I  And  what,  eir,  is  the  nature  uid 
(endeoc;  of  the  ifBtem  we  are  disoiisBing  I  It 
bemin  analogy,  but  too  lamentably  striking, 
to  ihat  which  corrupted  the  republican  purity 
of  tlu  itonian  people.  Ood  forbid  that  it 
Aoold  oonsninmate  its  triumph  over  the  pnblia 
libw^,  hj  a  rimilar  catastrophe,  though  even 
tint  ii  an  event  W  no  means  mtprobable,  if  we 
cootiDiM  to  legislate  periodioally  in  this  way, 
taA  to  connect  the  election  of  onr  Chief  Magis- 
trate with  the  miestion  of  dividing  ont  the 
spoila  of  CMtaiii  States — degraded  into  Roman 
ptovioces— amongst  the  inflnential  capitalists 
of  the  other  Stotea  of  this  Union  I  Sir,  when 
I  oonnder  that,  by  a  single  act  like  the  pres- 
ent, from  five  to  ten  millions  of  dollan  may  be 
transferred  umnally  from  one  part  of  the  com- 
iDDDi^to  anoAer;  when  I  consider  the  dia- 
goise  of  didnterested  patrioUsm  nnder  which 
the  basest  and  most  profligate  ambition  may 
pop^nle  such  on  act  of  iijostice  and  political 
pmidtniion,  I  cannot  hesitate,  for  a  moment, 
b>  proDoiinc«  this  very  system  of  indirect  boun- 
ties, the  most  Btnpendous  instrnment  of  oormp- 
tioti  ever  plaoed  in  the  hoods  of  pnblio  ftina- 
tioDines.  It  brings  ambition  and  avarice  and 
wealth  into  a  combination,  which  it  is  fearfol 
teeooten^te,  becanse  it  is  almost  impossible 
to  renat.  Bo  we  not  perceive,  at  this  very  mo- 
mew,  tha  extraordinary  and  melancholy  spec- 
ttd«  of  has  than  one  hnndred  thousand  oapi- 
toltiti,  b;  meana  of  this  unhallowed  combina- 
tion, «iercising  an  abeolnte  and  despotic  con- 
bol  over  the  onions  of  ught  millions  of  free 
eiUins,  ud  the  fortunes  and  destinies  of  ten 
miUtaDst  Sir,  I  will  not  anticipate  or  forbode 
nil.  I  will  not  permit  mjself  to  believe  that 
V»  Presidency  of  the  United  States  will  ever 
be  bought  and  sold,  by  this  system  of  bounties 
ud  prohibitions.  But  X  must  say  that  there 
■n  certain  qoarters  of  this  Union,  in  which,  if 
■  caadidate  for  the  Prendency  were  to  come 
fonrird  with  the  Harrisbnrg  tariff  in  bis  hand, 
BMtung  eonld  resist  hia  pretensions,  if  his  ad- 
nnuy  were  opposed  to  this  nnjnst  system  of 
opinaaoo.  Tea,  sir,  that  bill  would  be  a  talis- 
nu  whid)  would  give  a  charmed  existence  to 
tbe  eaodidata  who  would  pledge  himself  to 
■Moit  it.  And  although  he  were  covered 
«u  ill  tlw  "  multiplying  villanies  of  nature," 
Ibe  moet  bmnaonlate  patriot  and  profound 
•tsbman  in  the  nation  oonld  hold  no  competi- 
tioD  with  him,  if  he  should  refuse  to  grant  this 
m  iperiea  of  imperial  donsdve. 

Hr.  Speaker,  snch  are  the  disguise  and  delu- 
MB  imndent  to  this  sort  of  legislation,  that 
taiensna  and  treachery  are  not  nnlikely  to  re- 
esTB  the  reward  appropriate  to  diunterested 
I  believe,  for  example,  that  if  a 


man  of  sufficient  prominence  to  aspire  to  the 
Presidency,  and  representing  a  people  whose 
interests  were  to  be  immolated  by  this  system, 
would  be  base  and  bold  enough  to  moke  that 
offering  at  the  shrine  of  his  own  ambition,  he 
would  find  it  the  most  certain  and  direct  ave- 
nue to  popularity  and  power.  lie  would  be 
huled  by  the  whole  tariff  party  as  a  high- 
minded  statesman  and  disinterested  patriot ; 
and  even  his  own  infatuated  constituents, 
the  miserable  and  deluded  victims  of  hia 
treachery,  whose  very  bread  be  had  sold  for 
the  purple  of  power,  would  not  improbably  be 
found  in  the  ranks  of  his  followers,  sweUing 
the  chorus  of  his  praise.  Indeed,  air,  when  I 
contemplate  the  extraordinary  infhtuation  whioli 
a  combination  of  capitalists  snd  politicians 
have  hod  the  singular  art  to  diffuse  over  more 
than  one-half  of  this  Union — when  I  see  the 
very  victims  who  are  about  to  be  offered  np  to 
satiate  the  voracious  appetite  of  this  devouring 
Moloch,  payins  their  ardent  and  sincere  devo- 
tions at  his  bloody  shrine ;  I  confess  I  have 
been  tempted  to  doubt  whether  mankind  was 
not  doomed,  even  in  its  most  enlightened  state, 
to  be  the  dupe  of  some  species  of  imposture, 
and  the  victim  of  some  form  of  tyranny.  For, 
sir,  in  casting  my  eye  over  the  history  of  hu- 
man idolatry,  I  can  find  nothing,  even  in  the 
darkest  ages  of  ignorance  and  superstition, 
which  surpasses  the  infatuation  by  which  a 
confederated  priesthood  of  politicians  and  man- 
ufacturers have  bound  the  great  body  of  the 
people  in  the  farming  States  of  tbis  Union,  as 
if  by  a  spell,  to  this  mighty  scheme  of  fraud 
and  delusion.  I  recollect  nothing,  tar,  that 
bears  so  near  a  resemblance  to  it,  or  which  fur- 
nishes so  striking  an  iUnstration  of  this  branch 
of  human  frailty,  as  the  stoiy — so  beantifully 
told  by  the  Irish  poet — of  the  celebrated 
VeUed  Prophet  of  Ehorassan.  This  bold  im- 
postor came  into  the  world  without  any  of  the 
featares  which  distinguish  the  human  face,  an 
object  of  disgusting  deformity,  With  the 
fiendlike  purpose  of  avenging  his  shame  upHMi 
the  human  race,  he  reared  the  standard  of  a 
new  religions  dynasty,  in  opposition  to  the  Ca- 
liph. As  a  means  of  accomplishing  his  great 
imposture,  and  at  the  same  time  concealing  his 
deformity,  he  covered  himself  wiih  a  silver 
veil;  giving  it  out  to  his  followers  that  the 
heavenly  light  of  his  countenance,  by  which 
the  faithful  were  to  be  Anally  blessed  after 
reaching  a  certun  state  of  purity,  was  for  the 
present  kept,  in  mercy,  from  their  sight. 
Thousands  of  devoted  followers  thronged  to  his 
standard,  looking  forward,  amidst  every  disas- 
ter, and  every  disappointment,  to  that  glorious 
day,  when  the  angel  brow  of  their  prophet  was 
to  tie  "  uncurtained  to  their  view."  I  need  not 
tell  you,  sir,  that  this  vision  of  their  hopes  was 
never  realized.  On  the  contrary,  at  tJie  very 
time  he  was  idolized,  by  the  blind  devotion  of 
his  followers,  as  a  redeemiug  angel  commis- 
sioned by  Heaven  to  free  the  world  fh>m  sin 
and  bondage,  he  waa  duly  muttering,  in  the 
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midnt  of  his  pret«iided  orisoDi.  infamal  exeora- 
tion  BgunBt  the  bated  race  of  aaui«n  kbd,  aod 
staining  the  altars  of  his  demouiao  paniona 
vith  eveiy  npecies  of  crime  and  every  species 
of  sacrifice.  And  finallf,  when  enclosed  by 
the  beleagnering  forces  d  the  Caliph,  and  but- 
rounded  by  a  "  frightful  wilderness  of  death," 
covered  over  with  hia  own  deluded  followers, 
be  selected  this  as  the  qipropriate  scene  of  a 
holj  festival,  at  which  he  was  to  nnveil,  to  the 
cboaen  few  of  hia  followers  who  still  survived 
the  sDoceaaive  disaatera  and  diaappoiDtments  to 
which  he  had  exposed  them,  the  ions-expected 
splendors  of  hiagodlike  brow.  The  board  was 
spread  "in  splendid  mocker;;"  and  after  ad- 
ministering to  each  of  these  ddnded  victims  s 
poiaonooB  dranght,  as  a  nectar  proper  for  those 
who  were  destined  for  the  skies,  he  ruaed  the 
awful  veil;  when  behold  1  bis  wretched  fol- 
lowers, in  their  very  last  agonies,  shrnnk  back, 
as  ffoia  a  loathsome  and  detestable  monster, 
more  fonl  than  hell,  more  horrible  than  death. 
Snoh^  air,  are  the  promised  blessinss  of  this 
protecting  aystem ;  sach  is  the  veil  which  ( 
ers  its  deformity ;  such  ore  the  aacrifioea  it 
posea,  even  on  its  own  deluded  followers ;  ami 
such,  I  fear,  will  be  the  final  conanmmation  of 
this  stDpendone  scheme  of  imposture  and  de- 

BiTomDAY,  April  19. 
Tariff  Bill. 

The  Honae  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the 
day,  viz :  the  conaideratioa  of  private  billa. 
On  motion  of  Mr,  M&lubt,  the  private  bnsi- 
Dess  was  poatponed,  and  the  Tanff  Bill  came 
up  for  consideration.  The  motion  pending  was 
that  of  Ur.  Bandolfii,  that  the  bUt  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed. 

llr.  AuiiANDEs  said :  In  examining  thia 
question,  he  ahonld  not  follow  the  example  of 
gentlemen  who  had  gone  before  him,  in  at- 
tempting to  show  that  the  dnty  should  be  laid 
on  uie  square  or  the  mnning  yard,  on  molasaes 
or  hemp ;  or  that  it  was  the  wool  grower,  and 
not  the  mannfactarer,  who  required  protection. 
It  was  all  the  same  to  him.  They  were  alike 
eqnally  oppreasive,  destructive  of  the  principles 
of  the  constitution,  and  it  mattered  not  who 
was  the  executioner,  if  he  were  to  be  made  the 
victim.  He  said  destmctive  of  the  principles 
of  the  constitution,  because  subversive  of  Uie 
ends  of  its  creation ;  these  being  "  to  form  a 
more  perfect  union,  establiah  jnattce,  ensure  do- 
mestic tranqoillity,  provide  for  the  common  de- 
fence, promote  the  general  welfare,  and  seoure 
the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our 

Sosterjty.  lie  woold  not  say  that  these  terms 
id,  of  themselves,  convey  any  power,  farther 
than  admonitions  to  gentlemen  wno  may  choose 
to  risk  the  consequenoea — beacons,  aa  it  were, 
by  which  the  vessel  of  State  may  be  safel; 
steered  throughout  her  political  voyage.  What 
peace,  what  happiness,  waa  to  be  enjoyed  under 
this  bill,  marhed,  as  it  la,  with  the  iron  hand  oi 
tyranny  and  oppreanon  throughout  t     It  has 
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any  thing  else  to  reoommend  it  to  the  Ameri- 
can peoj^e,  but  "  Doioo,  justice,  and  domeetjo 
tranquillity,"  and  is  a  uockery  of  the  tenns 
themaelves. 

It  was  well  observed  bj  Chief  Justice  Uib- 
BBALL,  in  the  ease  of  Qibbons  w.  Ogden,  in 
alluding  to  the  canses  which  led  to  the  separa- 
tion of  the  colonics  from  the  mother  country, 
that  "  the  right  to  reflate  commerce,  even  bj 
the  impoution  of  duties,  was  not  oontroverted; 
bat  the  right  to  impose  a  dnty  for  the  puiposB 
of  revenue,  produced  a  war  as  important,  per- 
hapa,  in  its  oonaequenoea  to  the  human  race,  a) 
any  the  world  has  ever  witnessed."  A  declara- 
tion of  thia  sort  should  have  some  wei|dit  with 
gentlemen,  aa  it  deserves  to  be  cooaidered  in 
two  points  of  view.  While  it  admits  a  dear, 
incontrovertible  right  in  the  mother  connby, 
to  have  regulated  commerce  with  the  oolonies 
by  the  imposition  of  duties,  it  is  a  negation  of 
the  power  for  tbe  purposea  of  revenue;  and 
the  very  attempt  to  exert  it,  produced,  in  its 
conaequenoea,  the  most  fatal  effecta  to  her — do 
less  than  tlie  establishment  of  their  independ- 
enoe.  How  much  more  so,  then,  are  the  dan- 
rs  to  be  ^prehended  in  a  republican  fonn  of 
■vemment,  prescribed  in  its  action,  with  lim- 
ited powers,  when  one  is  exerdsed,  not  m»elj 
of  doubtfiil  authority,  but,  in  the  opinion  ot 
many,  a  downright  and  palpable  violation  of 
the  oonatitution  itself  t 

not  tbe  three-penny  tax  upon  tea, 
.  as  oppressive  by  the  colonies  of  this 
country,  which  led  them  to  rematance  and  in- 
dependence ;  but  the  principle  asserted,  to  tax 
them  for  the  porposes  of  a  Government  in 
which  tbey  had  no  participation,  and  for  the 
benefit  of  a  people  with  whom  they  biad  no 
common  interest  It  was  not  tbe  twenty-shil- 
ling ship  money  tax  that  was  held  grievous  by 
the  people  of  England,  which  Ilampden  resist- 
ed, and  finally  brought  Charles  to  the  block, 


but  the  principle  involved,  the  violation  of 
Uagna  Oharta,  which  secured  to  eveiy  Eng- 
lishman his  liberty,  hia  property,  and  every 


thing  that  waa  dear  and  valuable.  While 
speaiing  thus  of  the  rights  of  British  subjects, 
I  am  hut  vindicating  thoee  of  the  American  . 
citizen,  and  let  me  not  be  subjected  to  the  un- 
warrantable imputation,  aa  my  coUeagno  (Hr. 
Run>ou>H)  waa  the  other  day,  of  taking  aide* 
with  aliens  and  foreigners.  What  waa  the  case 
there )  A  discretionary  power,  contended  for 
on  the  part  of  the  crown,  to  tu  the  people  to 
any  extent,  without  the  consent  of  Parliament, 
under  the  pretext  of  providing  for  the  general 
welfore.  What  is  it  here  I  A  discretionary 
power  in  Congress  to  tax  them  to  the  aame  ex- 
tent, with  no  other  reatrunt  than  the  reeponsi- 
bility  which  they  owe  to  their  oonatitaents. 
The  right  of  Parliament,  in  this  reapeot,  has 
never  been  controverted,  but  that  of  the  king 
was,  and  sucAesafully,  too,  by  the  revenal  <rf 
the  attainder  of  Hampden,  which  a  corrupt 
bench,  in  corrupt  times,  and  under  tha  inflo- 
enoe  of  the  crown,  had  not  tbe  firmneea  and 
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1  resist.  Bat,  Mr.  A.  uid,  Le 
nerer  expected  to  hear  tLe  Bapremaoj,  the  om- 
sipglcuce  of  the  FwliameDt  of  Great  Brit&in, 
diimed  for  the  Coueress  of  the  United  BtaWs. 
If  the  power  be  admitted,  to  the  extent  oon- 
t«)>d«d  fur  hj  gentlemea,  he  had  no  hesitation 
b  stjiug,  that  dib  Government  wag,  to  all  in- 
koU  ud  pnrpoees,  a  consolidated  one:  that, 
M  fir  from  bemg  a  charter  of  deJegated  pow- 
en,  it  WIS  a  mooarcbr  in  disgniae ;  that  it  was 
uf  thing  a  majority  of  Congress  might  choose 
to  mtke  iL  As  to  the  Supreme  Court  evar  da- 
dirkg  a  law  of  Congreas  onconstitational, 
■hich  iccninalates  power  in  the  Federal  head, 
ii  Tas  what  he  never  expected  to  see.  When 
fpuking,  therefore,  of  this  Oovemment  being 
one  witn  limitfld  powers,  he  meant  something 
mivetlun  "  ennrnwated  "  merel;,  which  seemea 
to  tw  the  opinion  of  soma  gentlemeu,  nnless 
th«;  were  pleased  to  consider,  hj  the  ennmera- 
tioD  of  powers,  the  ezdnaion  of  all  others,  not 
emunerated,  which  were  reserved  to  tlie  States 
respecdTalr,  or  to  the  people.  This  was  the 
principle  both  friends  and  opponents  bad  in 
new  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  and  upon 
vhich  the  cotfimporaneons  eipositioos,  as  well 
a  jsdiciil  decisions,  profess  to  have  gone  ever 
sate.  The  ninth  and  tenth  amendments  to  the 
toDstitatioa  were  made  in  order  to  secure  it 
EDore  effeatnallj,  and  to  ailaj  the  apprehensions 
of  those  who  entertained  donbts  npon  the  sub- 
jwt  Judge  TuoKCB,  in  his  conunentaries  upon 
BliAstone,  who  wrote  at  a  time  when  the 
pniKiples  of  the  Govenunent  were  considered 
u  KtOsd,  ud  may,  therefore,  be  relied  upon  as 
Bs  utbRitj,  after  alluding  to  the  clanses  re- 
Ftnining  tia  powers  given,  says :  "  The  sum  of 
all  which  appears  to  oe,  that  the  powers  dele- 
;«I«d  to  the  Federal  Government  are,  in  all 
"  '    )  the  most       '  ' 


thit  tb«  iuatrmnent  will  bear,  where  the 
of  I  Stale,  or  of  the  people,  either  oolleotively 
w  iDdiridnallr,  may  be  drawn  in  question." 
tt  is  the  only  sound  doctrine  that  can  obtain, 
cmajaitij-  with  their  interesti  and  safety; 
tccuue,  as  all  power  was  originally  derived 
tom  theim  whenever  these  are  likely  to  be 
iSxui  by  the  nenrpatton  of  powers,  or  by  the 
tiercite  of  doubtful  ones,  the  idea  of  &  liberal 
or  enlarged  constrnction  ^ould  be  excladed, 
CLi^tJutioe  Mabshall,  in  the  case  of  Gib- 
buHn.  Ogden,  lays  down  the  role,  as  general- 
If  niHedtd,  that  "  the  sovereignty  of  Con- 
fftt,  tboagfa  limited  to  specified  objects,  is 
pinaryuto  those  objects,"  with  no  other  lim- 
■jiticuihan  tboM  prescribed  in  the  con»titu- 
'''>■>■  It  is  then  an  instmment,  not  merely  of 
^anated,  bnt  of  limited  powers ;  by  which 
1  ntu,  powers  ezpr«8el j  confined  to  specified 
^iacli,  awnetiiDes  general  in  their  character,  at 
i^oNi  reatruned  in  the  manner  of  their  exer- 
^  This  view  is  more  strongly  confirmed  by 
'■<*  Federalist,  which  admits,  in  unqualified 
^tnoa,  "  that  the  States  will  retain  all  pre^xiat- 
lagnthoritiea,  which  may  not  be  exeln^vely 
^wgtttd  to  the  Federal  bead." 


When  gentlemen,  therefore,  «]>eak  of  prece- 
dents, let  them  go  book  to  fnndiunental  princi- 
ples, to  constitutional  aathorititss,  and  not  abide 
the  decisions  o(  legislative  enactments  merely. 
There  are  occasions  wheiL  it  would  be  as  on- 
wise  in  Congress  to  execute  powers  that  are 
given,  as  it  would  be  dangerons  to  attempt  the 
exercise  of  those  which  are  prohibited,  or  of 
a  doubtful  character.  There  are  cases  wliich 
neither  the  decision  of  this  House,  of  Congress, 
nor  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  the  bargain,  can 
ever  determine,  but  must  be  left  to  the  high 
oontractiiig  parties — the  States  themselves — to 
settle,  peaceably,  if  they  can,  but  forcibly, 
never  I  There  is  no  umpire  between  them  and 
their  rights.  Forbearance,  justice,  a  mntual 
respieot  for  the  Bnthorities  of  each  other,  can 
alone  be  appealed  to,  to  reconcile  oonfiicting  io- 
teresta.  When  these  ends  fail,  and  it  becomes 
necessary  to  apply  force,  after  destroying  the 
moral  aner^es  of  the  people,  to  execute  yonr 
laws,  that  moment  is  this  Union  at  an  end — 
dissolved  into  its  original  elements  1 

Mr.  A.  sud  he  did  not  mean  to  blink  the 
queation,  bnt  to  meet  it  fairly  and  openly,  and, 
if  he  could,  to  vindicate  the  violated  pnrity  of 
the  oonstitntion.  He  knew  that  it  was  unfash- 
ionable to  speak  of  the  constitution  here,  unless 
it  be  to  get  power  by  implication ;  that  it  had 
become  a  by-word  and  reproach,  particularly 
when  emanating  firom  the  quarter  of  the  coun- 
try which  be  represented ;  and  the  man  who 
did  it,  ran  the  risk  of  subjecting  himself  to  the 
gibes,  the  sneers,  the  contempt,  of  some  one  or 
other.  But  he  oared  not  for  that.  He  had  a 
duty  to  discharge  to  himself,  to  those  who  had 
sent  him  here  to  guard  their  rights  and  inter- 
ests, and  he  should  do  it  to  the  best  of  his 
abilities,  cost  what  it  might,  regardless  of  the 
opinion  of  this  or  that  party.  Whenever  views 
of  this  sort  were  pressed  upon  the  House  by 
any  one  from  that  State,  it  was  immediately 
said  that  the  soeptre  had  departed  from  her, 
and  she  was  now  for  tying  np  the  hands  of  the 
Federal  Oovermfient.  He  rejoiced  that  it  had; 
and,  unless  it  should  be  used  more  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  people,  than  when  recently 
held,  he  trusted  it  might  never  return.  Vir- 
ginia was  now,  where  she  had  always  been — 
agunst  power,  contending  on  the  ude  of  the 
weak,  not  the  strong ;  and,  if  she  chose  to  g^ve 
up  her  principles — to  lie  down  and  worship  the 
Golden  Calf — to  become  a  suppliant  at  the 
throne  of  M^esty,  as  many  of  uie  States  now 
were — like  the  sons  of  Samuel,  who  departed 
from  the  ways  of  their  father,  to  go  in  pursuit 
of  other  gods,  kings,  and  monarchies — why,  be 
it  so  I  He  should  have  "no  part  or  lot"  in 
the  business :  for  the  day  of  retribution  would 
come  when  she  would  be  "scoiu'ged  with  scor- 

Sir,  it  is  contended  that  the  power  to  protect 
domestic  manufactures  is  derived  from  two 
clauses  in  the  constitution — "  to  regulate  com- 
merce, and  to  raise  revenue ; "  neither  of 
which,  in  my  humble  judgment,  confers  tt:  al- 
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though  one,  if  clearlj  shown,  wonld  have  been 
Bufficieat.  It  ia,  howsTer,  no  new  opiiiioD,  and 
BtAoda  supported  hj  the  anthorit^  of  the  pres- 
ent Secretary  of  State.  In  alluding  to  the 
course  which  Virginia  had  punned  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  he  took  occasion,  while  on  an 
excursion  to  the  western  conutry  dniincr  the 
last  rammer,  to  eipress  himself  in  the  follow- 
ing stjle  of  derision.  Speaking  of  the  oppo- 
nents of  the  tariff,  he  sajs :  "  Availing  them- 
Belves  of  the  irritations  and  divisions  incident 
to  B  lat«  contested  election,  and  enlisting  nnder 
the  banners  of  a  dietingnished  name,  they  have 
taken  fresh  courage,  and  aasall  the  further 
progress  of  our  mannfecturea  with  renovated 
vigor.  Prior  to  that  event,  thej  had  contented 
tiiemaelves  with  controverting  the  policy  of 
encouragement;  and  no  atatesmui  in  Oongress 
had  been  seen  hold  enough  seriously  to  ques- 
tion the  right  of  Congress  to  afford  it  But 
now  the  Legislature  of  a  disdnguished  State, 
after  long  deliberation  and  mstnre  considera- 
tion, has  solemnly  resolved  that  Congress  does 
not  possess  the  power  to  counteract  foreign 
legislation  bj  laws  of  self-preservation.  It  is 
delegated  by  more  than  one  clanae  in  the  con- 
Btitution.  Under  the  authority  to  regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  we  have  seen 
the  power  exercised  to  suspend,  for  long  and 
indefinite  periods,  commercial  intercourse  with 
all  nations,  and  more  especially  with  Great 
Britain  and  France,  Tinder  another  clanse, 
also  full  and  explicit,  the  power  is  granted  to 
lay  imposts,  without  limitation  as  to  amount, 
and  has  been  eiercined  far  beyond  the  wishes 
of  the  Mends  of  the  American  system  to  ap- 
ply it." 

Now,  sir,  it  mnst  have  been  known  to  that 
gentleman,  who  could  not  have  forgotten  all 
that  transpired  during  the  session  of  Congress 
in  1824,  that  two  of  my  colleagues,  (Mr.  Kak- 
soLPH  and  P.  P.  BARBom,)  in  the  debate  on 
the  tariff  of  that  year,  expressly  contended 
that  It  contravened  the  spirit,  if  not  the  letter 
of  the  conetitQtion,  and  was  therefore  equally 
a  violation  of  it.  Ur.  B.  said :  "  I  do  not  stop 
here,  sir,  to  ai^e  about  the  constitutionality  of 
this  bill ;  I  consider  the  constitution  a  dead  let- 
ter; I  consider  it  to  consist,  at  this  time,  of 
the  power  of  the  General  Government,  and  the 

Kwer  of  the  States :   that  is  the  constitution. 
,  under  a  power  to  regulate  trade,  you  pre- 


from  our  Teins ;  if,  leeuiidem  artem,  yon  draw 
the  last  shilling  from  oor  pockets,  what  are  the 
checks  of  the  constitution  to  us  1  A  fig  for  the 
constitntion ! "  In  another  part  of  bis  speech, 
which  was  in  answer  to  Mr.  Clay,  he  urther 
observed :  "  But  we  are  told  this  is  a  curious 
constitution  of  ours :  it  is  made  for  foreigners, 
and  not  for  ourselves ;  for  the  protection  of 
foreign,  and  not  of  American  industry.  Sir, 
this  IS  a  cnriouB  constitution  of  ours,  (said  Mr. 
R.,)  and  if  1  were  disposed  to  deny  it,  I  could 
not  succeed.    It  ia  an  anomaly  in  itself.    It  is 


BiU.  [Atbil,  1828. 

that  supposed  impossibility  of  sll  writere,  from 
Aristotle  to  the  present  ^y— an  imptrwm  in 
impsrio.  Nothing  like  it  ever  did  exist,  or 
possibly  ever  will,  under  similar  drcumstances. 
It  is  a  constitution  consisting  of  confederated 
bodies,  for  certain  exterior  purposes,  and,  also, 
tor  some  interior  purposes,  bat  leaving  to  the 
State  authorities,  among  a  great  many  powers, 
the  very  one  which  we  now  propose  to  exer- 
cise :  for,  if  we  were  now  passing  a  revenne 
bill,  a  bill  the  object  of  which  were  to  ruse 
revenue,  however  much  I  should  deny  the  pol- 
icy, and  however  I  could  demonstrate  the  futil- 
ity of  the  plan,  I  still  shonld  deem  it  to  be  a 
constitutional  bill ;  a  bill  passed  to  cvnrj,  horia 
tide,  into  effect,  a  provision  of  the  constitution, 
but  a  bill  passed  with  short-sighted  views. 
Bnt  this  is  no  snch  bill.  It  is  a  bill,  under  pre- 
tence of  regulating  commerce,  to  take  money 


other  pockets."  In  reply  to  Mr.  MoLanb,  he 
remarked :  "  It  costs  me  nothing,  sir,  to  say 
that  I  very  much  regret  that  the  zeal  which  I 


have  not  only  felt,  bnt  cherished,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  laying  taxes  in  a  manner  which,  in  my 
judgment,  is  incondstcnt,  not  merely  with  the 
spirit,  hut  the  very  letter  of  the  constitution, 
Mould  have  given  to  my  remarks,  on  this  sub- 
ject, a  pungency,  which  has  rendered  them  dis- 
agreeable, and  even  offensive,  to  the  gentJeman 
from  Delaware." 

My  colleague  (Mr.  P.  P.  Babbodr)  went 
more  at  lar^e  into  this  view  of  the  subject, 
and  showed  nis  decided  objection  to  the  bill, 
upon  constitutional  gronnds.  They  are  pre- 
sented in  a  manner  too  forcible  to  have  cacoped 
observation,  and  I  take  leave  to  refer  to  them 
in  his  own  words : 

"  As  far,  sir,  as  this  bill  is  designed  to  give 
encouragement  to  manufactures,  or  even,  if 
you  please,  to  national  industry,  in  generri,  I 
woiUd  vote  agdnst  it,  for  another  strong,  and, 
in  my  estimation,  decisive  reason.  And  here, 
Mr.  Chairman,  I  am  abont  to  derive  an  ail- 
ment from  the  constitution.  I  trust  I  shall  not 
press  npon  the  confines  of  political  metaphysics. 
The  constitntion  gives  to  Congress  the  power 
to  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and 
excises.  This  bill  proposes  to  lay  and  collect 
duties,  and,  therefore,  I  shall  not  undertAke  to 
say  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the  letter  of  the 
constitution.  Bnt  this  I  do  mean  to  contend, 
and  I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  prove,  with  as 
nigh  an  approximation  to  demonstration  as 
moral  evidence  is  capable  ot,  that  this  bill  does 
violate  the  spirit  of  the  constitution.     The 


for  the  purpose  of  raiMng  revenue — which  rev- 
enue is  to  be  applied  to  the  ends  pointed  out  in 
the  constitution,  Now,  sir,  as  for  as,  by  this 
bill,  it  is  proposed  to  encourage  manufactnrea, 
or  any  ouier  department  of  industry,  we  shall 
be  nsing  this  power,  not  only  not  for  the  pnr- 
pose  for  which  it  was  given,  but  for  anouier. 
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vA  k  ^Serent  one,  and,  as  I  shall  attempt  to 
prore,  one  which  wiU  defeat  that  for,  which  the 
pover  was  givea ;  and  then  this  qneation  pre- 
■entj  it9^:  whether  we  do  not,  in  effect,  tran- 
Kend  the  limits  of  oor  legitimate  aathorit/,  as 
much  bj  the  exeruiae  of  a  granted  power  for  a 
purpose  for  which  it  was  not  granted,  as  bj  the 
eicniae  of  a  power  not  granted  t  I  anawer, 
that  we  do.  As  no  general  reasoning  strikea 
the  mind  as  forcibly  as  examples,  I  will  illns- 
tnta  m;  proposition  b;  putting  some  analo- 
goos  cases.  Congress  has  power  to  borrow 
moiie;.  Let  as  soppose,  that  the  capitalists  of 
iba  ooQDtrj  were,  by  petition  to  this  House,  to 
conqiliia  Uiat,  in  cooseqnence  of  the  general 
lauruor  of  the  commerce  of  the  world^  they 
ooud  find  no  longer  an;  mercantile  invcetment 
o(  thai  capital,  which  would  jield  them  on; 
Merable  profit,  or,  if  yon  please,  anj  profit  at 
aH ;  and,  therefore,  they  called  open  us  to  bor- 
row some  aulliona  of  money,  at  any  ^ven  rate 
of  interest  Let  ns  suppose  our  finances  to  be 
in  sncb  a  situation  as  not  to  need  it,  and  yet,  to 
Bare  these  capitalista  from  sinking,  we  accepted 
their  proposition  under  onr  power  to  borrow 
moaey.  Let  oa  auppose  that  Congreaa,  im- 
fremei  with  a  belief  that  the  importation  of 
certain  articles  of  laznry  was  injurious,  either 
to  tha  wealth,  the  mor^  or  the  simplicity  of 
lie  manners  of  onr  pe(H>lo,  with  a  view  to  ar- 
nst  the  importation  of  such  articles,  imposes 
Tciy  high  dntiea,  not  at  all  with  a  view  to  rev- 
eona,  bat  for  the  avowed  puipoee  of  prohibi- 
tion,  ind  hi^  enough  to  prodnce  that  effect ; 
and  (hat  this  was  done  under  the  power  to  lay 
dntiea  ud  excises,  by  which,  in  effect,  we 
should  «»  sumptnary  laws.  I  could  go  on, 
sir,  moftiplying  examples  of  this  kind,  with 
mnch  more  ease  than  they  could  be  answered. 
These  are  sofficient  for  my  purpose.  In  each 
of  the  cases  which  I  have  here  put,  it  might  be 
ifBrmed,  with  jnat  aa  much  propriety  aa  in  the 
present,  that  we  were  exercising  powers  which 
Tere  clearly  given ;  yet,  every  man  wonld  ad- 
mit that  we  were  abusing  those  powers.  And 
■by,  ar  t  For  the  simple  reason  that  we  were 
naig  them  for  purposes  for  which  they  were 
DM  granted ;  and  let  me  ask,  air,  whether  the 
vine  abjection  does  not  apply  here?  It,  as 
mun  be  admitted,  the  power  to  lay  daties  were 
gifen  solely  to  raise  revenue,'  sniely  when  we 
•pplj  that  power,  not  for  that  porpose,  but  for 
anottier,  and  that,  too,  which  defeats  the  l^ti- 
nitle  one,  we  are  exercising  that  power  tor  a 
piDpose  for  which  it  was  not  granted." 

^h  were  the  opinions  of  these  gentlemen 
on  Ikst  occanoD,  and  whether  they  deserve  to 
nak  ai  statesmen,  I  leave  for  the  American 
ff^le  to  determine. 

I  know  it  may  be  said,  that  no  duty  upon 
impOTts  has  been,  or  can  be  lud,  bnt  must  pro- 
m,  in  some  degree,  domestic  mnnnfactnres ; 
nd  heooe  is  argued  its  constitutionality.  But 
I  take  it,  there  is  a  wide  difference,  in  a  moral 
fwt  al  view,  between  the  direct  and  oonse- 
fKotitl  operation  of  ■  power.    Congress  hu 


power  to  declare  war,  but  it  is  presumed  it  will 
be  done  for  some  justifiable  cause,  known  to 
the  Uw  of  nations.  The  effect,  and  consequent 
thereupon,  would  be,  to  protect  do- 
manufactures.  Yet.  will  any  one  pre- 
tend that  it  is  a  f^ood  or  Jnstiflable  cause,  in 
virtue  of  the  constitution,  to  go  to  war  for  that 
parpose !  And  still,  I  think,  there  is  as  strong, 
■'■  — '  a  stronger  reason  for  it,  than  in  the  prea- 
ise ;  becBose  the  power  of  declaring  war 
is  given  generally,  without  restriction,  save  the 
common  sense  of  mankind,  and  the  common 
law  of  the  world.  Again :  Congress  can,  un- 
der particular  circumstances,  declare  a  non-in- 
tercourse, lay  an  embargo,  aa  aaact  of  retalia- 
tion— a  war  measure — I  take  it,  preparatory  to 
such  a  state  of  things,  or  as  a  security  against 
it.  Bnt  surely  not  with  the  view  to  regulate, 
when  it  would  be  to  destroy  commerce  alto- 
her ;  much  less  to  foster  and  protect  domos- 
.  fflanafactures ;  although  in  its  consequences 
it  would  have  that  effect.  And  yet,  why  not, 
if  the  arguments  of  gentlemen  be  correct? 
No  one,  in  his  senses,  will  contend,  that  Con- 
gress, in  time  of  profound  peace,  can,  constitu- 
tionally, cut  off  all  intercourse  with  foreign 
powers,  under  the  idea  of  regulating  com- 
merce, which  pre-jmpposes  its  existence.  Still, 
the  extent  of  the  argument  ^;oes  that  far.  It 
is  one  tiling  to  regulate ;  it  is  another  to  de- 
stroy. The  effect  of  regnlotion  may  prove 
destruction,  bnt  the  purpose  for  which  it  is 
done,  most  be  a  legitimate  one.  It  is  mistak- 
ing a  power  '  ''  -""  *  " 
reasoning  a 

meetio  manufactures  is  a  substantive  power, 
and  not  among  the  enumerated  articles  in  the 
constitntion ;  on  the  contrary,  it  was  proposed 
irers  to  be  given ;  but  ire  look 
Dughout  the  instrument ;  it  is 
nowhere  to  be  found.  Among  the  powers 
offered  to  the  conmderation  of  the  convention, 
for  their  adoption,  is  the  following:  "To  es- 
tablish public  institations,  rewards,  and  immu- 
nities, for  the  promotion  of  agricnltore,  com- 
merce, trades,  and  manufactures."  This  view 
is  further  supported  by  the  Federalist,  in  No, 
84,  considering  it  a  subject  belonging  eioln- 
sively  to  State  regulation.  In  speaiking  of  the 
revenue  power,  for  national  purposes,  Mr. 
HAjaLTOK  says;  "The  expenses  arising  from 
those  institntions  which  relate  to  the  mere  do- 
meetio  police  of  a  Btate,  to  the  support  of  its 
legislative,  executive,  and  judiciary  depart- 
ments, with  their  different  appendage^  and  to 
the  encouragement  of  agriculture  and  mann- 
faotnres,  (which  will  comprehend  almost  all  the 
ol^oots  of  State  expenditure.)  are  insignificant^ 
in  comparison  with  those  which  relate  to  the 
national  defence."     These  are  authorities  for 

Clemen,  such  as  I  am  disposed  to  respect, 
use  they  show  the  intention  of  those  who 
framed  the  constitution,  and  are  not  founded 
npon  acts  of  legislation  merely,  which  may  be 
the  oircumstance  of  caprice,  of  interest,  of 
party  views,  adopted  withont  due  deliberation, 
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or  h  ^rop«r  r^iird  to  the  principlee  of  the  oon- 
stitation. 

With  thaw  evidences  before  my  eyes,  I 
Ehonld  consider  myself  as  having  forfeited 
every  obligation  to  the  eonstitDtion,  were  I  to 
disregard  its  comnianda,  and  most  obrions 
meaning.  We  are  not  permitted,  in  the  face  of 
BOch  ncta,  to  entertun  opinioaa,  wbere  all 
donbta  ore  removed  upon  the  eabject  And.  if 
gentlemen  deem  the  enoonragement  of  the  do- 
inestio  industry  of  tiie  oonotry  an  otgeot  of 
euch  high  importance,  let  it  be  done  oonsist- 
ently  with  the  provistons  of  the  (jonatitution, 
by  such  States  as  may  desire  it,  obt^niog,  in 
the  first  place, 'the  consent  of  Congress  to  lay 
duties  on  imports  and  exports,  where  the  bur- 
dens would  be  felt  by  those  who  wish  the  ben- 
efits. I  might,  moreover,  answer  the  question, 
and  say,  of  this,  as  of  all  other  measures  pre- 
sented to  the  conaiderstion  of  Congress,  that 
its  power  csan  extend  to  them  for  nationed  pur- 
poses alone ;  and,  by  national,  I  mean  Federal, 
tnnce  it  was  a  term  repudiated  by  the  oonren- 
tion,  and  Unit«d  States  substituted  in  its  stead. 
And  this  is  the  mla  Iwd  down  by  Chief  Justice 
Mabshali,  in  the  case  of  Gibbons  vt.  Ogden,  to 
which  I  subscribe  in  the  fullest  extent  when 
honestly  exercised.  In  speaking  of  the  mspec- 
tion  laws,  quarantine  laws,  the  internal  com- 
merce of  a  State,  turnpike  roads,  ferries,  Ac., 
admitted  to  be  clearly  reserved  to  the  States, 
be  says :  "  If  the  legislative  power  of  the 
Union  can  reach  them,  it  must  be  for  national 
purposes ;  it  must  be  where  the  power  is  ex- 
pressly given  for  a  specisl  purpose,  or  is  clearly 
mddenta]  to  some  power  wnich  is  expressly 
given."  Where  is  to  be  found  the  "  special 
purpose,"  I  may  ask,  for  which  tlie  power  con- 
tended for  bu  been  granted  I  Nowhere. 
How,  then,  does  it  become  necessary  to  carry 
into  execution  an  express  power  that  it  can  be 
claimed  as  an  incident?  It  is  not  the  regula- 
tion of  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  nor 
among  the  several  States,  with  which  you  pre- 
tend now  to  have  any  thing  to  do,  any  more 
than  to  lay  taxes  or  duties  lor  the  purposes  of 
revenue.  A  tonnage  duty  is  as  much  a  tax  as 
a  duty  npon  imports.  It  has,  however,  never 
been  imposed  under  the  taxing  power,  (although 
it  may,  whenever  taxes  become  necessary.  Con- 
gress being  unlimited  as  to  the  manner  and 
subjects  of  taxation,)  but  under  the  power  to 
regulate  commerce.    And  so,  where  you  have 

Kwer  to  do  a  particular  thing,  it  does  not  fol- 
w  that  you  con  do  a  different  thing,  however 
remotely  connected  with  it.  Kor,  that  yon 
can  resort  to  different  powers,  to  sustain  it  by 
implication ;  for,  there  is  scarcely  any  thing 
but  what  may  be  resolvable  under  one  or  other 
of  the  powers  In  the  constitution,  as  an  inci- 
dent, by  coDstmction. 

Sir,  if  Congress  can  constitntionally  pass  this 
bin,  it  can  assume  complete  legiriation  over  the 
subject,  incorporate  the  companies,  and  do  any 
thing  else  which  may  be  calculated  to  promote 
their  intereet. 


I  have,  sir,  as  I  intended,  considered  this 
subject  in  one  point  of  view  only ;  I  would  not 
deign  to  place  it  upon  any  other  ground,  nor 
do  I  think  any  gentteman  should,  who  regards 
the  happinesB  of  this  Union,  or  the  sacredueea 
of  tlie  constitution.  If  we  cannot  stand  here, 
as  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Mr. 
Kmn-Tos)  said,  some  days  since,  we  con  stand 
nowhere.  And  why  ston  to  argue  about  a  cent 
upon  this  or  that  article,  as  too  high  or  too 
low,  when  miUions  are  at  slake.  No,  sir,  I 
vQl  not  I  would  rathw  be  guillotined  at 
once,  than  bnmt  alive  at  the  stake  by  degrees. 
Go  to  prohibition,  as  some  of  the  Mends  avow 
to  be  their  policy,  and  then  the  people  wiU  un- 
derstand yon.  And  is  there  no  resistance,  no 
relief  fW>m  this  yoke  which  is  galling  to  the 

¥iick,  and  bowing  yon  down  to  the  earth  f 
es,  sir,  the  States  and  the  people  hava  the 
remedy  in  their  hands,  and  if  they  fail  to  use 
it,  they  wiU  become,  as  they  deserve  to  be,  to 
all  eternity,  the  elave«i  of  mannfacturerv,  oif 
monopolists,  and  capitalists,  who  are  willing  to 
ri^  the  peace,  the  harmony  of  this  Union,  and 
riot  in  the  oppression  of  the  people, 

Mr.  Hamilton  said :  If  1  have  abst^ed 
from  participating  in  this  discusdon,  it  has  not 
arisen  from  the  absence  of  a  conviction  of  the 
utter  injustice  of  the  measure  which  now  seems 
about  to  pass  this  House. 

I  should  most  unworthily  represent  the  feel- 
ings of  my  own  constituents,  if  I  condescended 
to  discuss  the  detail  of  the  bill  liefore  yon. 
We  care  not  by  what  rule  of  division  or  pro- 
portion you  settle  the  contribution  which  you 
are  determined  to  levy,  on  the  only  portion  of 
this  Union  which  is  destined  not  to  participato 
in  the  booty  with  which  the  bill  itself  is 
freighted.  1  have  considered,  that  I  should  as 
little  consult  tlie  interest  as  the  pride  of  my 
constituents,  by  chaffering  for  a  reduction  of 
this  or  that  duty,  and  in  effect  telling  yon  that 
however  grossly  we  deemed  the  charter  of  this 
confederacy  violated,  yet  if  yon  wonld  rob 
your  injustice  of  a  little  of  its  oppression,  we 
would  bear  your  burdens  with  commendable 
philosophy  and  moderation.  No,  sir,  my  con- 
stituents believe,  as  a  sovereign  party  to  the 
compact  of  this  Union,  that  South  CaroJina 
never  did  confer  upon  this  Government  the 
power  to  tax  the  inauntry  of  her  own  citizens 
for  the  ejtclnsive  benefit  of  the  industry  of  the 
citizens  of  the  other  States.  Belying  on  the 
truth  of  this  principle,  we  disdain  to  impair  its 
strength,  by  teking  refuge  under  miserable  ex- 
pedients to  supplicate  your  mercy. 

If  any  bill  is  to  pass  this  Bouse,  to  cater  for 
an  appetite  which  seems  as  insatiable  as  the 
vulture  of  antiquity— an  appetite  which  may 
be  fed,  but  never  can  be  appeased — I  tmst, 
that  the  one  on  your  table  is  destined  to  be- 
come a  law ;  because,  out  of  the  extreme  evil, 
the  remedy  is  to  come :  that  other  and  larger 
portions  of  this  Union  than  the  South,  will 
tlien  be  mode  sensible  of  the  injustice  of  the 
system,  by  feeling  its  severity. 
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Do  not  mppoM,  Hr.  Speaker,  that  I  mean  tc 
diKua  the  politiea]  economj'  of  thia  qoestion, 
N&  fir,  in  an  enlightened  age,  when  we  appear 
to  have  imported  a  Profe^r  from  Qennany, 
m  absolute  TioUtion  of  the  doctrines  of  the 
AmeriGan  ijBteni,  to  lectnre  upon  its  leaaona — 
to  cDDTict  Adam  Smith  of  atupiditf ,  and  Ri- 
caido  <A  erroTj  I  will  not  wj  one  ajUable  upon 
ddttr  the  solid  tmtha,  or  the  Bobtle  abstrao- 
tion  of  this  mnch-oontenued  science,  more 
cmedallf  in  the  preeence  of  some  etateamen, 
vboNera  to  glory  in  their  ntter  ignorance  of 
iti  crlnciples,  as  a  matter  of  Jest  and  hoaorsble 

U,  Ar,  I  have  neither  risen  to  discoss  the 
gn<nt  principle  or  the  practical  detula  ia- 
TolTed  in  the  bill,  or  those  Tiewa  of  the  ood- 
■titatiotk  bj  which  jaar  power  to  pass  it  is  ab- 
ioktclj  deiued,  70a  may  well  ask,  far  what 
I  bare  liietL  Not,  sir,  to  signalize  the  thrift- 
ksi  dtort  of  reoaoning,  when  argument  has 
ben  cduDBted  thoDgb  error  has  not  been  sab- 
dnti ;  not,  sir,  to  combat  that  mania  which 
kas  fMeiMd  npon  the  question  of  how  mnch 
the  poor  man  is  to  be  taxed  for  the  benefit  of 
the  rich— the  cnnning  stratagems  of  another 
qsMtknt,  on  whom  the  pelf  and  power  of  this 
GoTtnunait  shall  M — bnt  to  enter  the  firm 
md  odUtering  protest  of  the  freemen  I  repre- 
ttai,  tgunat  this  whole  sjBtem  of  restrictive 
or  prohibitorT  imposts ;  which  we  oonsider  as 
onginatiDg  in  a  radical  misconception  of  the 
powen  of  this  oonfederaoj,  uid  leading  to  a 
nin  DO  less  certain  than  irreparable,  to  oar  in- 
tcnA— intereets  which  are  nnohangeable  as  the 
phfBMl  kwa  of  our  soil  and  climate. 

Elul]  I  aik  joa  to  panse  t  That  is  too  idle. 
8M I  ok  yaa  to  relent !  That,  indeed,  would 
be  niu.  Bnt  let  me  entreat  yon  to  listen, 
vbcD  I  Bsj  that  this  remonstrance  comes  from 
tStite  whLch,  in  proportion  to  her  popolation 
■ad  the  extent  of  tier  snrface,  has  of  all  others 
in  tbis  Union,  the  richest  and  most  varied  sta- 
[JM;  which,  nevertheless,  by  the  procees  of  a 
tiriffof  rqiidly  increoHing  and  rapidly  exhanst- 
iflf  bigh  duties,  is  fast  sinking  into  that  condi- 
tion in  which  it  is  no  treason  to  God,  if  it  is  to 
mjn,  to  implore  him  to  tell  ns  how  it  comes  to 
p*m,  with  nis  bright  snn  pouring  its  genial  tor- 
ROttm  our  plains,  qnickening  into'life  at  once 
tbt  prodncta  of  the  temperate  zone  and  the 
frvits  of  the  tropica,  that  we  are  growing  poor, 
nea  amidst  the  abnndance  of  his  blessmgs! 
Tbe  Toice  of  God  is  only  to  be  heard  in  ^e 
Mbs  which  he  reveals.  Throngh  these  he 
Mb  n^  that  the  cnrrent  of  these  blessings  is 
tamed,  by  the  pernicious  bond  of  Govern- 
■eat;  that  what  he  makes  simple,  it  is  the 
pride  of  man  to  make  complicate ;  what  be 
^'^u*  pood,  it  is  the  selfisDness  of  man  to 
luke  evil ;  and  that  we  are  sinking  by  a  per- 
nnion  of  those  mighty  lawa  of  production, 
■Mth  Mgnalize,  as  first  principles,  the  provi- 
iffx  of  his  beneficence.  Let  any  man  look  at 
tbt  State  whose  humble  representative  I  am, 
nd  My  thM  this  ia  not  tme.    With  ezporta 


that  ttave  averaged,  for  the  last  thirteen  years, 
at  least  nine  millions  of  dollars,  which  onght 
to  have  purchased,  in  the  ordinary  proflta  of 
exchange,  at  least  ten  millions  of  imports,  we 
are  nevertheleits  becoming  hooriy  more  impov- 
erished. The  solution  of  our  ilia  is  to  be  found 
in  the  operation  of  Government.  If  the  con- 
sumption of  onr  State  of  articles,  paying  a  dnty 
at  yonr  onatom-hoase,  is  equal  to  eight  millions 
of  dollars,  annually,  we  pay  at  least,  out  of 
these  eight  millions,  two  millions  in  tribute  to 
"  yonr  American  System."  Whilst  this  txibnl« 
is  levied  in  a  manner  the  moat  burdensome,  it 
brings  with  it  no  requiting  or  redeeming  bene- 
fit. The  moisture  extracted  from  the  parched 
and  snfiering  earth,  does  not  retnm,  in  refresh- 
ing showers,  to  pay  back,  with  accumulated 
blessings,  its  temporary  exaction.  No,  it  ia 
gone  forever ;  and  the  only  miracle  to  be  con- 
sidered is,  that  a  state,  with  so  small  a  popula- 
tion aa  South  Carolina,  should  have  been  able 
to  pay,  since  the  late  war,  at  least  2S  millions 
of  doUara,  in  the  undeniable  shape  of  a  bounty 
to  an  industry,  no  part  of  which  is  Miercised 
within  her  own  limits. 

Sir,  the  surfeit  whioh  this  House  baa  had  of 
statistical  details,  admonishes  me  of  the  pro- 
priety of  abstaining  from  the  financial  calcula- 
tions, which  are  at  hand,  to  demonstrate  this 
position.  An  average  duty  of  only  80  per 
cent.,  for  the  last  18  years,  on  only  eight  mil- 
lions of  imports,  annually  consumed  in  South 
Oarolina,  would  justliy  something  more  than 
this  estimate,  which  rests  on  the  great  princi- 
ple of  political  economy,  that,  in  tbe  long  run, 
the  imports  of  a  country  will  be  equal  to  her 
exports ;  and  although  the  exact  measure  of 
the  former  ia  not  fiimliihed  at  the  cnstom-bonse 
at  Charleston,  becouae  a  vast  proportion — per- 
haps seven-eighths  of  the  articles  thus  con- 
sumed-— come  ooastwise  into  our  State,  and  the 
duties  are  ooUeoted  in  Boston,  New  York,  or 
Philadelphia;  nevertheless,  they  are  refunded 
by  the  consumption  of  South  Carolina.  The 
tax,  thus  levied,  returns  to  the  commercial  and 
mannfacturing  States,  in  the  shape  of  a  direct 
bounty. 

We  have  at  length  reached  a  crisis  from 
whioh,  in  surveying  the  intolerable  evils  of  the 
past,  they  are  in  no  degree  mitigated  by  the 
prospects  of  the  ftiture.  To  this  system,  mis- 
calleil  American,  there  seems  neither  suspen- 
sion nor  limit.  The  procurement  of  one  exac- 
tion wrung  from  the  consumers  of  the  country, 
only  Justifies  a  ft^ah  anplioation,  until  our 
whole  foreign  trade  is  tnreatened  with  utter 
min  by  the  steady  march  of  a  bigoted  spirit  of 
monopoly,  to  that  point  at  which  it  hopes  to 
reach  its  ultimate  reward,  in  complete  and  ab- 
solute prohibition.  In  the  progress  of  the 
curse,  we  believe  a  death-blow  is  aimed  at  the 
most  valnable  of  all  our  staples.  We  consider 
that  it  ia  only  through  imports  that  our  cotton 
is  to  be  pnrcbaaed ;  that,  deprive  na  of  the  for- 
eign market  for  this  prime  source  of  onr  wealth 
and  comforta,  and  Ibree-fonrtha  of  the  amount 
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of  this  staple  mnat  renisJn  oa  our  haiuls,  or 
cease  to  be  prodoced ;  for  even  tbe  beDonibiiig 
pttralyHiB  of  an  approaching  evil,  haa  not  m 
atnltified  as  that  we  are  Dot  able  to  peroeiTe 
that  the  American  manufacturer  of  oottiiD,  who 
requires  a  duty  varfias  from  50  to  120  per 
cenL,  to  protect  him  at  come,  has  no  meana  of 
Hmtaining  a  competition  on  equal  t«rma  abroad ; 
and  that,  in  tb«  end,  tbe  oiilj  market  wbicli 
will  be  left  for  the  most  beneficent  and  stapen- 
dooa  staple  of  the  Sooth,  will  be  the  limited 
one  fomiahed  bf  the  domestic  consomptioQ  of 
IT  conntry,  which  scarcelj  reaches  one-foorth 


conviction  of  the  present  and  increasing  ability 
of  Great  Britain  to  obt^,  in  those  countries 
in  which  she  wiB  be  furnished  the  only  market 
for  the  manufactured  article,  the  reqnisite 
Amount  of  the  raw  materiah  These  calamitiea, 
we  tbinlc,  yon  are  about  to  bring  upon  as  by  a 
perversion  of  the  power  of  taxation,  which 
was  wisely  limited  to  the  ueceasitiea  for  reve- 
nue ;  and  that  your  scheme  of  polity  violates 
every  jnat  interpretation  of  what  the  "  general 
welfare  "  really  is,  by  sacrificing  tbe  interests 
of  more  than  one-third  of  the  citizens  of  the 
XTnited  States,  in  the  threatened  ruin  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  most  valuable  staples  for  exporta 
of  oar  whole  conntry. 

To  say  that  we  see  the  ^proach  of  these 
evils,  and  that  seeing  them  we  do  not  feel 
acutely,  woold  be  something  worse  than  tiio 
affectation  of  moderation.  Bir,  it  haa  produced 
among  onr  people  not  only  a  feeling  of  deep 
and  settled  discontent,  but  a  belief  of  the  total 
disregard  of  every  thing  like  justice  in  a  ma- 
jority actioR  under  either  deluded  views  or  in- 
Jurionsly  semsh  motives.  Onr  discontent  has 
not  broken  out  in  violation  of  the  public  peace, 
in  (»>mbinations  to  obstruct  the  execution  of 
the  laws,  or  in  the  organication  of  conventions, 
with  the  cunning  of  working  by  donble  tides 
the  donble  purposes  of  ambition  and  avarice. 
No,  our  people  have  met  peaceably  and  oonsti- 
tulJonally,  to  petition  yon  in  firm,  yet  reapect- 
flil  language,  to  stay  your  injoriooa  hand.  AI- 
thongh  disregarded,  your  table  groans  with  the 
weight  of  their  remonstrances.  Do  not,  how- 
ever,  mistake  a  lingering  hope  that  yoo  will 
yet  be  inst,  a  respectful  patience  for  your  de- 
cision, for  an  insensibility  to  their  intereet  or 
their  wrongs. 

Sir,  I  am  inoapableof  holding  out  a  threat  to 
tliis  House.  I  would  not  do  it.  from  policy, 
even  if  I  were  not  restruned  by  the  Digher 
considerations  of  self-respect,  and  a  belief  that 
I  should  stand  rebuked  by  the  public  sentiment 
of  my  own  countrymen,  who  are  themselves 
too  brave  not  to  despise  the  poor  stratagems  of 
sheer  bollying.  There  is,  however,  surely,  no 
lack  of  a  proper  caution,  that  on  my  pnblio 
and  private  responsibility,  I  shall  aay  to  you, 
that  it  ia  the  clearly  ascertained  "  authentic 
sense  of  publio  opinion "  in  South  Carolina, 
that  ttota  an  irresistible  physical  and  moral 
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destiny,  we  conMder  yon  are  coercing  na,  to  in- 
quire, whether  we  can  afford  to  belong  to  & 
confederacy  in  which  severe  restrictions,  lend- 
ing to  an  ultimate  prohibition  of  foreign  com- 
merce, is  its  established  policy!  That,  what- 
ever may  be  oar  religious  veneration  for  this 
Union,  yon  are  compelling  as  to  ask  onrselvee, 
when  you  strike  at  onr  bread,  to  which  we 
owe  tlie  highest  obligation,  the  law  of  God, 
the  law  of  nature,  the  law  of  necessity,  or  to 
that  of  artificial  and  political  association!  We 
tell  you,  that  we  love  this  Union ;  that  we 
have  sacrificed  not  a  litUe  to  it,  and  that  noth- 
ing but  your  injustice  and  ankindness  can  drive 
UB  out  of  it;  that  we  will  bear,  and  have 
home,  for  its  honor  and  security,  more  iLan  our 
share  of  its  burdens ;  that,  with  scarcely  a  single 
pecuniary  interest  which  was  violated  by  tne 
mother  conntry,  we  were  the  first  to  send  our 
sympathy,  and  to  pledge  our  lives  and  for- 
tunes, in  the  quarrel  of  that  then  Roman  colo- 
ny, where  the  cradle  of  the  revolution  was  first 
rocked :  that,  in  onr  second  contest  for  seven 
years,  the  whole  industry  of  onr  Stale  was  pal- 
sied by  a  war,  and  restrictions  worse  than  war, 
in  which  we  had  not  even  a  remote  local  con- 
cern. We  could  bear  all  this,  because  onr 
tribute  was  pud  to  the  real  honor  and  solid  in- 
dependence of  the  country,  not  to  cupidity 
wearing  the  mask  of  patriotism  I 

The  gentleman  from  Uain&  (Mr.  Spraouk,) 
in  joeUy  and  philosophically  descanting  on  tbe 
sensitiveneaa  ta  a  free  people  when  wronged  by 

Zpressive  taxation,  told  you  that  a  tax  of 
-ee-pence  on  tea,  produced  that  mighty  rev- 
olution, by  whose  success  we  have  now  a  right 
to  be  here.  But  tbe  genUeman  seemed  to  shun 
the  irresistihle  and  inseparable  moral  of  his 
own  illustration.  I  will  adopt  it.  Yes,  sir,  I 
will  adopt  it ;  because  I  wish  to  commit  trea- 
son agamst  this  constitntion  ?  No,  sir ;  be- 
cause it  furnishes  a  lesson  of  sobemeBs  and 
truth.  It  is  right  that  the  arrogance  of  powei 
should  sometimes  be  softened  by  those  instmc- 
tive  memorials  of  humility,  which  it  ia  the 
business  of  history  to  teach.  To  be  supposed 
to  be  weak,  and  to  be  the  object  of  injustice, 
are  too  often  one  and  the  same  thing ;  and  I 
have  no  donbt,  that  many  sagacious  and  patri- 
otic stockhelders,  in  some  one  of  the  vast  cor- 
porations which  are  to  be  pampered  with  larger 
profits  by  the  nonrisbment  of  this  bill,  console 
themselves  in  the  belief  that  our  presumed 
weakness  supplies  an  ample  indemnity  for  your 
oppression.  Lord  SnffoDi,  one  of  tbe  most  in- 
sulting and  arrc^ant  of  tbe  persecutors  of  tbe 
colonies  during  our  revolntioa,  said  in  his  place, 
that  "  he  would  not  deign  to  inquire  where  a 
Congress  of  vagrants  were  to  be  found ;"  but 
as  it  has  been  well  said,  he  was  very  glad  soon 
after  to  de^atch  a  secretary  out  of  hia  own 
office  to  find  these  vagrants,  without  knowing 
where  his  own  generiJa  were  to  be  discovered 
who  were  sent  out  to  subdue  tbem. 

Is  this  treason,  sir  I  I  hope  noL  I  do  not 
design  it  as  even  a  bare  threat.    The  only  les- 
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Km  J  mean  to  enfonM  in,  that  tiiere  ii  Bome- 
limeB  »  &tal  delnaioD  is  spMulating  too  maoh 
DD  the  Tukness  of  those  whom  we  intend  to 
oppress.  Is  it,  moreover,  treMon,  sir,  to  tell 
Toa  that  there  is  a  coudition  of  public  feeling 
Ihrongboat  the  Bonthem  part  ctf  tnis  Confeder- 
uj,  irbich  DO  prodent  man  will  treat  with  cos- 
teoipt,  and  no  man  who  lores  hia  C01111Q7'  will 
not  dedre  to  aee  allared !  And  have  jon  to 
b«  tdd,  "that  there  are  critical  momenta  in 
Qte  fortunes  of  all  States,  when  thej  who 
ve  too  weak,  perhapa,  to  contribnte  to  jam 
pviqteri^,  are  strong  enough  to  complete 
TOUT  min)"  God  forbid,  dr,  that  my  lan- 
guage riioold  he  mistaken.  I  neither  wish 
to  indulge  in  disaSbctioa  nor  insulting  defi- 
ance; trat  I  shonld  oonrider  mjself  as  treach- 
troM  to  every  obligation  which  I  owe,  both 
to  Jim  and  to  those  whom  I  represent,  if 
I  aOempted  to  disgnise  the  nnited  sentiment 
which  animates,  with  the  pulsation  of  one 
bosom,  a  State  second  to  none  io  this  Union, 
fbr  lier  elented  notional  feeling  and  devoted 


let  me,  nr,  before  I  condnde,  say  one  word 
to  the  political  Mends  with  whom  I  am  prond 
to  be  associated  in  generous  and  zealous  alli- 
aiiee  m  another  qnestion  of  great,  and  onlj  in- 
feior  importance  to  the  one  before  us.  I  re- 
gret, deeply  r^ret,  the  excitement  onder  whtch 
tltey  ve  aetias-  Stimnlated  into  a  mistaken, 
but  honest  zeu,  for  interests  that  tmly  reqaire 
to  bo  let  alone  to  thrive,  by  the  deep  designs  of 
an  opposn^  V*^Ti  ^^7  ^^^f  to  have  been 
hnrTKd  on  m  a  sort  of  rival  career  with  their 
opponratt,  of  not  who  shonld  eqoally  adjust 
the  relative  interests  and  wants  of  our  oountry, 
but  who  should  feed  highest  Uie  fever  and 
paro^sns  of  popnlar  delation,  t  have  met 
*ith  but  one  melancholy  parallel  to  this : 
which  ia  to  be  found  in  Uie  history  of  one  of 
tte  most  disgraoefol  acts  which  stun  the  stat- 
>t«  lotAa  of  Great  Britain.  I  allnde,  sir,  to 
the  law  paned  during  the  reign  of  King  Wil- 
^■ni,  a^aJDst  the  OaUiolics.  u  was  known  to 
the  tones  &at  th^  iHnatrioiia  moiurch  was  the 
fritnd  of  retigiona  toleration,  and  that  a  part  of 
tte  veiy  Hmy  with  which  he  had  subdued  the 
lut  ad  most  infamous  of  the  Stnarta,  was 
pmpaeed  of  Catholics.  The  tories  therefore 
infWDeed  this  bin,  for  the  purpose  of  oom- 
pdfiac  the  king,  as  it  has  been  truljy  sidd,  either 
to  Tiobte  bis  jnindplea  of  toleration,  or  incur 
the  odhntt  of  protMtin^  papists.  They  there- 
in made  it  as  oppreaeive  and  as  offensive  as 
poMiblt,  that  it  might  be  defeated.  The  then 
Cnrt  party  seeing  UiiB,retDnied  the  bill  filled 
vithraO  greater  absttrdities  and  rigors.  "And 
ttv,  (as  one  whom  we  may  well  call  the  most 
(wsophie  of  historians,  informs  oa,)  this  act, 
Bided  with  the  double  i^jnstioe  of  two  par- 
«%  Bdther  of  whom  intended  to  pass  what 
ttej  hoped  the  other  would  be  persuaded  to 
^Tittl,  went  through  the  legislature  contrary  to 
Iw  rial  wish  of  aU  partlea ;  and  Id  this  man- 
'»,mil  plying  with  balls  and  counters,  made 


BtO.  [H.  or  E. 

sport  of  the  fortunes  and  liberties  of  thtir  fU- 
low-creatnrea." 

It  would  be  alien  to  the  purpose  for  which  I 
rose,  to  make  a  det^led  application  of  the  par- 
allelism of  this  case.  I  put  its  moral,  however, 
to  the  candor  and  good  sense  of  those  who  are 
best  acquainted  with  the  history  of  this  tariff, 
from  its  first  conception  at  Harrisburg,  throng^ 
all  the  snbseqnent  stages  of  its  existenoe,  down 
to  the  present  most  inauspicious  moment.'  I 
will,  nevertheless,  ask,  whether  it  has  not,  in 
fact,  been  loaded  with  the  double  injustice  of 
both  parties,  and  whether  a  compromise  has 
not  been  effected,  at  a  point  1^  which  each  has 
been  relieved  from  the  appr^ended  odinm  of 
its  defeat;  at  the  price,  however,  of  making 
sport  with  "the  fortnnea  and  bbertiea"  of  a 

Cion  of  the  people  of  thia  Confederacy  1  I 
w,  air,  that  I  shall  be  liable  to  the  t&arge 
of  seditions  violence,  in  the  ethics  of  those 
who  suffer  "  under  severe  fits  of  moderation," 
to  use  the  phrase  of  one  who  sees  far  into  hu- 
man things,  and  expresses  well  all  that  he  sees. 
I  shsll,  moreover,  be  especially  obnosioiu  to 
the  censures  of  those  who  are  to  fatten  on  the 
booty  that  is  to  be  extorted  by  this  bilL  Those 
who  are  to  profit  by  ii^nstice,  are  always  the 
exclusive  friends  of  good  order,  and  cherish  ■ 
virtuous  abhorrence  of  the  treasonable  com- 
plalota  of  those  who  are  to  suffer.  That  we 
shonld  bear,  without  repining,  every  exaotioii 
which  cupidity  may  levy,  I  have  no  donbt,  In 
the  esteem  of  some,  would  be  the  moat  sanoti- 
monions  oblation  we  conld  offer  on  the  shrine 
of  this  Dnion,  But,  after  all,  is  it  wise  to  jinsh 
a  tree  people  to  the  extremity  of  inquiring 
whether  this  thing  ia  Just,  and  whether  it  £1 
right  that  it  shonld  be  borne  t  Oar  Confeder- 
acy was  surely  not  formed  for  the  agitation  of 
such  heart-baming  and  perilous  questions. 

Sir,  one  of  the  great  masters  of  human 
knowledge,  who  with  a  ken  litUe  short  of  the 
spirit  of  prophecy,  perceived  some  of  the 
causes  of  the  success  of  onr  revolution  in  the 
very  turn  of  thinking  of  onr  people  on  the 
subject  of  taxation,  has  told  as,  that  "  Liberty 
iuheres  in  some  seuNble  objects ;  every  nation 
baa  formed  for  itself  some  &vorite  point, 
which,  by  way  of  eminence,  becomes  the  crite- 
rion of  their  happiness.  It  happened  that  the 
great  contests  for  freedom,  In  this  country, 
were,  from  the  earlieet  times,  chiefiy  upon  the 
question  of  taxing.  It  is  not  easy  to  make  a 
montmoly  of  theorems  and  corollaries.  The 
colonies  draw  from  you,  as  with  their  life- 
blood,  these  ideas  and  principles.  Their  love 
of  liberty  is  fixed,  and  attached,  on  this  specific 
point  of  taxing."  And  so,  sir,  it  has  contin- 
ued, down  to  the  present  day,  in  onr  tranrfi 
fh)m  colonial  dependence  to  sover^gn  States. 
This  habitnal  sensibility,  which  belongs  to  ■ 
free  people,  you  have  aroused,  by  observing  no 
sort  of  mMleration  in  your  objects,  until  yon 
have  fixed  the  conviction  in  the  pnblic  mind, 
that  the  difFbrenoe  between  "taxation  witfaoat 
representation,"  and  taxation  with 
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tion.  m  Tiolation  of  tiio  epirit  if  not  the  latter 
of  the  constitntion,  is  too  idle,  in  the  abstract, 
to  mitigate  the  evils  which,  in  practice,  sre 
cODinioQ  to  both ;  and,  depend  apon  it,  tbot  it 
will  reqaire  a  more  ingenioos  snd  talented 
casuist  Uiaa  even  such  a  maii  ss  the  pensioned 
anthor  of  "  Tazatioa  no  TTranny,"  to  sutiefj 
onr  people  that  ;oa  are  not  doing  the  same 
thing,  in  a  different  form,  with  the  superadded 
harden  of  an  amoont  of  impost,  which  never 
arose  even  in  the  imagination  of  OreuTille  and 
of  North,  to  stimolate  their  cormorant  appe- 
tite for  American  revenue ;  aggravated  as  all 
this  is,  t)7  the  irrepressible  sentiment,  that  70a 
are  breaking  the  faith  of  that  equal  compact  bj 
which  this  Union  can  alone  hops  to  live — "  the 
fbnntain  from  which  its  current  mns,  or  bears 
no  life." 

Sir,  tliere  may  be  those  who  are  wise  enoogh 
to  despise,  and  oonrageons  enongh  to  brave,  the 
settled  discmteut  of  a  people  who,  at  least, 
believe  themselves  to  be  free ;  and  there  may 
live  that  man,  for  an^t  I  know,  anfQoiently 
base  to  desire  to  pnt  one  State  out  of  joint,  in 
this  Union,  by  soading,  through  insult  and  in- 
Jnry,  her  people  into  rebellion,  for  the  pions 
purpose  of  sustaining  a  parUoular  dynasty,  and 
its  anointed  succession.  To  the  frst,  let  me 
point  to  the  solenui  lessons  which  history  un- 
folds ;  to  the  last,  I  know  not  what  to  say — 
for  his  iUnstrious  infamy  would  deserve  some- 
thing more  than  the  che^  ignominy  of  a  gibbet. 

But  I  trust,  nr,  that  this  cup'  may  pass  from 
Ds:  that  in  onr  firmness  and  enlightened  pa- 
tjenoe — not  base  anbmisuon — and  in  your  re- 
tnnuttg  sense  of  Justice,  we  shsll  find  our  rem- 
edy and  relief:  that  the  Hpirit  of  concord  and 
aSection  may  again  be  oreathed  into  this 
Union,  animatinK  it  with  the  durability  of  eter- 
nal life.  But,  if  an  adverse  destiny  should  be 
oure — if  we  are  doomed  to  drink  "  the  waters 
of  bitterness,"  in  their  utmost  woe — if  we  are 
doomed  under  a  tyrannous  legislation,  to  be  re- 
duced, in  effect  again,  to  a  condition  of  colo- 
nial vassalage,  by  yonr  compelling  us  to  pur- 
chase, in  one  quarter  of  this  Union,  all  that  we 
may  consume,  and  of  selling  all  that  we  may 
poonre  by  the  sweat  of  our  brow  to  the  same 
favored  portion,  you  may  rely  at  least  on  one 
thing — that,  in  a  juncture  so  full  of  difficulty, 
South  Carolina  will  be  found  00  the  side  of 
those  principles,  standing  firmly,  on  the  very 
ground  whicn  is  canonized  by  that  revolution 
which  has  made  ns  what  we  are,  and  imbued 
us  with  the  spirit  of  a  free  and  sovereign 
people. 

Far  be  it  from  me,  sir,  sbart-si(^hted  and  no- 
wise as  I  am,  to  indictfe  the  cnus  when  she 
ought  to  acL  A  more  humble  office  will  be 
mine.  It  will  be  soffident  for  me  to  know,  that 
— among  the  least  worthy,  but  not  the  least 
devoted,  of  her  children — where  she  is,  there 
will  I  also  be,  with  hostages  of  an  ofispring  that 
I  love,  and  with  a  heart  which,  I  trust,  in  all 
due  hmoUity,  will  not  biter  "  when  resistance 
itself  beoomee  a  rirtue." 


BiO.  [Arau^  1886. 

Ur.  TtrBMBB  s^d :  iSr.  Speaker,  at  the  time  the 
constitution  was  formed,  that  mighty  com- 
pact, under  tiie  authority  of  which  we  are  now 
tegi^ting,  the  great  difficulty  which  presented 
itself  to  the  convention,  and  which  threatened 
dissolution  more  than  once  to  list  band  of 
patriots,  was  the  conflicting  int«rest  of  different 
States.  Each  one  in  his  representative  capacity, 
was  unwiUing  to  part  with  any  more  of  that 
power,  which  then  belonged  to  separate  and 
independent  sovereignties,  than  was  absolutely 
necessary  to  form  a  government.  Under  this 
state  of  things,  a  system  of  compromise  was 
formed,  which  was,  under  its  then  constructioQ, 
rendered  sufficiently  palatable  to  be  adopted  bj 
the  whole.  WheUier  such  a  result  could  be 
obtuned  at  this  time,  with  a  knowledge  of  Vhe 
coarse  which  legislation  has  taken,  may  be 
matter  of  speculation ;  but  I  do  not  heMtste  to 
affirm  that  it  could  not.  Ko,  sir,  could  not — 
unless  that  construction,  for  which  we  now  con- 
tend, was  secured  beyond  the  possibility  of  a 
donbt.  For  with  this  construction,  it  was 
matter  of  doubt  and  difficulty  with  some : 
without  it,  it  would  have  been  rdected  by  all 
the  Southern  States.  Never  would  they,  with 
a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  fact,  have  consentod 
to  place  themselves  nnder  the  control  of  a  Got- 
emment  that  had  the  authority,  or  if  having 
the  authority,  would  exercise  it,  to  impose  a 
tai,  that  is  to  operate  so  unequally  on  different 
sections  of  the  Union,  But,  sir,  we  are  told  bf 
gentlemen  that  we  are  not  prohibited  from 
manufactoring — that  we  may  avail  ourselves  of 
all  the  great  advantages  that  are  to  flow  &om 
this  bill :  but  I  will  tell  them  that  we  are  pro- 
hibited, not  by  any  law,  but  by  that  which  ia 
much  more  powerfiil  than  any  law,  the  absolate 
inability  to  carry  them  on.  The  gentlenum 
from  lUiode  Island  (Ur.  Pa&soa)  who  addressed 
the  House  yesterday,  was  so  kind  as  to  point 
ODt  the  Hu^rioT  advantages  of  the  South  as  a 
manufacturing  country ;  but  I  will  tell  that 

fjntleman  alter  returning  him  my  thanks,  that 
believe  I  know  something  more  of  this  conntrj 
than  he  does.  We  are,  sir,  deficient  in  all  the 
great  essentials ;  we  have  not  navigation  to  any- 
great  extent  in  our  interior  country;  neither 
have  we  water  power  sufficient;  and  at  the 
falls  of  our  great  rivers  where  such  establish- 
ments coultl  be  formed,  there  is  not  health; 
and  we  are  moreover  deficient  in  that  ^eatest 
of  all  essentials,  a  moneyed  capital :  besides,  we 
are  prohibited  even  by  our  prejudices,  Agricul- 
turists we  are,  and  agriculturists  we  must  re- 
main, so  long  as  we  have  a  sparse  population, 
and  the  pecnUar  species  of  property  we  have 
among  us.  It  is  in  vain  that  we  may  contend 
agunst  these  diflSculties,  and  any  attempt  to 
counteract  them,  will  end  in  ruin  and  disap- 
pointment. Wecannotcontend  with  our  North- 
ern brethren  ;  and  I  hesitate  not  to  assert 
what  is  already  sufficienUy  well  known,  and  a 
knowledge  of  which  fact,  does  not,  I  fear,  ren- 
der them  the  less  ardent,  in  urging  these  meas- 
ures on  the  oonaderation  of  Oongresa. 
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Do  oot  the  uameroiu  memoriala  laid 
ipw  onr  taUes  protesting  agaiuBt  these  mess- 
jme,  tad  ananatlng  frcon  the  people  them- 
Bliesj  do  not  the  rescdntitou,  pasted  b;  odt 
different  Stste  LegtaletDrae,  ipeak  a  Ungnage 
that  ahonld  be  listened  to  1>7  tma  Honte  I  Even 
ttuae  KctuHDi  of  eonntty  more  immediatelj  in- 
tetsted  in  the  paaeage  of  this  bill  have  not  been 
siloit  in  protesting  against  it ;  and  it  is  an  evi- 
deste  of  what  I  believe  to  be  tnie,  that  the  body 
d  the  pec^Ie  in  eTCiy  portion  of  the  United 
Stttet,  tf  ootrectl;  informed,  wonld  be  opposed 
tD  iL  Ve  all  know  with  what  facility  meoban- 
bDfeTcrj  description  can  combine  and  con- 
cert their  plans.  The;  thus  have  it  in  their 
jowtr  to  give  an  imposing  appearance  to  any 
set  of  mtttsaree,  and  the  more  powerfhl  and 
veslthr  these  individnala  are,  the  more  impos- 
ing vill  be  their  representations.  Bnt  the  poor 
^mei  of  the  North,  the  hnmble  planter  of  the 
BoDlii  ind  West,  that  class  of  individnals  vho 
coDstitiite  the  fonndation  of  the  wealth  of  all 
lutiDn^  most  sabmit,  for  the  want  of  that  con- 
«Tt  utd  knowledge  which  alone  could  enable 
them  to  rtsist  BncoessfDlly  the  encroschments, 
th«  t^rpreaaiooa  of  those,  whom  selfish  motives 
Un  placed  in  their  way.  No  donbt,  sir,  there 
lit  maaj  to  be  fonnd  who  wonld  accept  of  my 
property,  or  any  other  man's  property,  if  the 
(traig  srm  of  power  shonld  take  it  from  me  or 
him,  sod  rive  it  to  them.  But,  sir,  do  not  the 
li*a  tffoid  na  protection  ag»nat  this  ontrage  ? 
Would  it  not  be  an  act  too  bold  erenifor  a 
deipct  to  perform  t  Where  is  the  difference 
between  this  case  andtbeoperationsof  this  bill, 
if  ptaed  into  a  law  t  Does  it  not  pnt  its  hands, 
I  will  not  tiy  its  unhallowed  hands,  into  the 
pockets  of  the  planter  and  consomer  generally, 
10  give  it  to  the  mannfkctnrer  f  It  might  be 
Mne  ooosolation  to  the  breast  of  the  patriot,  to 
hiaw  that  this  money,  which  is  taken  from  tbe 
pockets  of  the  poor,  was  to  go  to  the  treasnry 
(^the  eoonbry,  to  discharge  the  larse  nationd 
^bt,  with  which  we  are  encumbered ;    bnt  we 


the  land.  Tee,  sir,  the  effect  will  be,  to  make 
tbe  rich  aSl  richer,  and  the  poor,  poorer.  Let 
imtlenten  disguise  it  as  they  may,  stjll  it  is  a 
ttt,  aitd  an  odions  tax,  beoauge  nneqnal.  And 
vben  we  have  gone  as  far  as  prohibition  will 
permit  ns,  and  in  this  it  mnst  terminate — for 
Be  history  proves  it,  and  gentlemen  have  the 
oodor  to  avow  it~I  presnme  we  shall  be 
caQed  opon  to  paas  laws,  to  increase  tbe  con- 
nnmtiai  of  the  article ;  perhaps  to  bory  the 
dead  in  woollena,  or  some  mdi  law  1  And  I 
enMrive  we  have  as  mnch  right  to  do  this,  as 
^  do  what  has  been  done, — the  general  welfare 
■uy  require  it,  at  least,  sir,  the  welfare  of 
wDcOea  fflanniiictDrera. 

This  Government  was  formed  for  great  and 
^Ue  piiipasM ;  it  was  formed  upon  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  people  shonld  be  able  to  control 
their  T^tn ;  it  waa  formed  for  the  benefit  of  the 
'hole;  it  waa  not  formed  for  a  minority  to 


promote  their  own  views,  as  their  private  inter- 
est may  direct.  And,  dr,  these  politioal 
schemes,  which  I  conoeive  to  be  entirely  hos- 
tile to  onr  iostitntionB,  are  doing  more  to 
weaken  the  Union  of  these  States,  than  any 
plan  that  conld  be  devised.  Instead  of  leaving 
the  people  to  manage  their  own  afiUra  in  their 
own  way,  wo  mnst  administer  onr  medicine 
most  proraselyj  and  God  grant  that  we  may 
not  inaoribe,  on  the  tomb  of  onr  patient,  the 
old  Spanish  epitaph :  "  I  was  well,  woidd  be 
better,  here  I  am."  It  is  bnt  too  evident,  that 
both  m  onr  General  and  State  Govemmenta, 
we  hare  too  mnch  legislation.  Let  ns  pass 
only  those  laws  that  are  absolutely  necessary, 
and  no  more ;  leave  the  rest  to  the  people— 4et 
nataro  take  Ita  conrse ;  this  is  the  correct  policy 
of  this  Govenuueut.  For  all  these  fine-spnn 
political  schemes,  which  appear  so  well  in 
theory,  when  rednced  to  practice,  nine  times  in 
ten  bring  misery  and  oppression  npon  some  one 
portion  of  the  community.  Bometningisleftont 
of  the  calculation,  whi<^  was  not  foreseen — it 
prodncea  too  artificial  a  state  of  authority ;  and 
the  machine  nitimately  becomes  so  complicated, 
that  no  politioal  Juggler,  however  expert  he 
may  be,  will  be  competent  to  its  managemenL 
It  is  upon  these  principles  that  I  am  opposed  to 
all  those  political  measures,  which,  in  a  country 
so  extenmve  as  this,  where  the  interest  of  the 
people  is  so  diversified,  mnst  have  a  tendency 
to  build  np  one  portion  of  the  oommnnity  at 
the  expense  of  the  other.  For  the  justioe  of 
these  remarks,  I  would  instance  3^gland,  that 
glorious  bat  unfortunate  country,  where  politi- 
cal legerdemain  has  been  ezeruwd,  nntil  their 
tricks  can  no  longer  conceal,  that  they  have 
brought  their  country  to  the  brink  of  national 
bankruptfy.  Yes,  sir,  that  England,  end  that 
Ireland,  which  have  been  held  np  to  this  na- 
tion, by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr. 
Stbwabt)  as  a  pattern  for  us  to  imitate.  Sir, 
the  idea  BUgsestod  itself  to  my  mind,  of  a  phy- 
sician who  shonld  advise  a  young,  healthy,  and 
vigorous  individaal  to  take  his  medicine,  merely 
becanse  it  had  afforded  relief  and  perhai»  pro- 
tracted the  existence  of  a  wom-ont  and  infirm 
old  man.  The  advice  is  bad  enough,  bnt  to  fol- 
low it  would  be  perfect  madness.  There  was 
another  part  of  the  gentleman's  argument  that 
stmck  me  as  being  equally  remaikable.  He 
dwelt  for  some  tjme,  and  with  considerable 
emphasis,  on  tbe  fac^  that  England  excludes 
from  the  list  of  her  imports,  i^erican  flonr, 
and  urges  this,  as  the  most  excellent  reason  why 
we  should,  in  return,  exclude  British  goods. 
Yes,  sir,  England  oppresses  her  subjects  for  tbe 
benefit  of  her  landed  aristocracy ;  therefore  we 
should  oppress  our  citizens  for  the  benefit  of 
our  manufactarers ;  ahe  will  not  permit  her 
snbjecta  to  eat  cheap  bread;  therefore,  we 
should  not  permit  our  dtizens  to  wear  cheap 
clothing.  This  is  retaliation,  I  presnme,  ac- 
cording to  the  gentleman's  acceptation  of  the 
term ;  but  it  b  a  policy,  agunst  which,  in  the 
name  of  my  constituents,  I  do  most  solemnly 
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of  reciprocity,  is  it  just,  ia  it  proper,  to  erclnde 
English  goods,  wben  she  tkkes  £rom  tib  m  large 
a  portion  of  the  productions  of  our  soil,  oar 
ootton  and  tobocoo,  which  are  ahnoet  the  only 
sonroe  of  revenne  to  the  planter  of  the  South  ! 
Bat  this  the  genUemaa  coneidera  as  Dothing, 
not  worth  the  preservation;  and  vhyt  Be- 
canae  it  ia  the  ezdnmve  prodnctdon  of  the 
South,  and  soma  of  the  Western  States ;  and 
this  is  the  great  secret.  Tea,  sir,  this  poliov,  if 
peraOTered  in,  will  make  na  the  Ireland  of 
America,  We  are  to  be  pennitted  to  drag  oat 
a  miserable  existence,  to  contribate  to  the 
wealth  and  importance  of  the  North  1  I  will 
not  trust  my  feelings,  to  apeak  on  this  sobjeot ; 
for,  (m  this  floor,  it  becomes  ns  all  to  be  tem- 
perate. 

It  appears,  rir,  that  we  too,  like  England, 
most  have  oar  schemes ;  and  to  reader  them 
the  more  palatable,  great  names  are  giTen — the 
American  System.  Bat  gentlemen  differ  aa 
widely,  aa  to  what  is  the  American  syBt«m,  ga 
they  do  from  whence  they  derive  authority 
from  the  constitntion,  to  carry  on  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement.  One  will  tell  yoa  that 
this  is  tbe  American  system ;  another  from  a 
different  section  of  the  country,  will  t«ll  ns,  Oh, 
no  I  that  this  is  the  American  system;  while 
a  third  will  differ  from  both  the  others,  and 
present  ns  with  what,  in  his  opinion,  deserves 
alone,  the  name  of  this  great  system.  Just  as 
the  supposed  interest  of  particular  portions  of 
country,  which  gentlemen  happen  to  represent, 
reqaire,  so  tb^  speak.  What  caused  the  man- 
nfactarera  of  Lyons  to  exclaim,  "  Yive  I'Em- 
perem',"  on  the  ratom  of  the  great  Kapoleon 
from  Elba  I  Self  interest;  for  they  well  knew 
that  the  presence  of  Bonaparte  would  exclude 
from  their  country  EnKhah  goods ;  and  that 
his  hostility  to  EnMano,  wocdd  never  permit 
their  introdnction.  Yea,  sir,  it  all  proceeds  from 
selflah  motives  j  the  great  American  System 
at  last  resolves  itself  into  a  ^stem  of  self-inter- 
est ;  and  the  attempt  is  made,  to  render  it  the 
more  popnlar,  by  the  influence  of  a  name.  Sir, 
ire  all  know  and  feel  the  inflaenoe  and  msgio 
of  a  name ;  but  the  veriest  mimiow,  to  whom 
this  bsit  is  thrown,  will,  I  hope,  discovw  too 
much  sagacity  to  be  deceived.  The  American 
System !  Sir,  we  discli^  the  name ;  and  to  de- 
nonunate  it  a  system,  to  use  this  Government,  to 
promote  the  views  of  particular  sectiona  of 
coontry.  would,  Ipresame,  be  a  more  correct 
nomenolature.  Ilie  true  American  ayatem 
oonatsts  In  the  Government  not  interfering  in 
these  matters ;  in  having  nothing  to  do  with 
political  schemes,  which  are  calcnlated  alone  to 
promote  the  iutereel  of  oomparatiTely  fbw  in- 
dividuals, and  those  confined  to  particular  sec- 
tions of  country,  at  the  expense,  nay,  sir,  the 
rnin^  of  other  portions  of  the  Union. 

Tne  flame  of  this  manufaotnring  numla  has 
been  fanned  in  certun  States  for  political  pur- 
poses ;  but  the  people,  among  wwaa  there  is 
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too  much  intelligence  long  to  he  deceived,  will 
discover  that  they  liave  no  real  interest  in  these 
measarea ;  even  now  it  is  apparent,  from  the 
counter  memorials  lud  apon  oar  tables,  that  a 
reaction  is  taking  place.  Gentlemen  will  re- 
turn to  their  constitnents,  and  tell  them  much 
has  been  done  to  promote  their  interest,  that 
they  have  given  them  a  tarifi'.  No  doubt  tbey 
will  greatly  r^oice— but  will  they  not  inquire^ 
whether  these  benefits  are  to  extend  to  every 
portion  of  th^  conntry  I  And  must  not  gen- 
tlemen, in  candor,  admit,  that  it  is  to  qperate 
oppressively  on  certain  parts  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  the  representatives  from  thoae 
States  protested  agunst  it,  and  pointed  out  the 
evils  that  will  inevitably  flow  from  it,  but  we 
conceived  It  to  be  a  measure  to  promote  your 
interest,  and  in  accordance  with  your  wiahe^ 
and  acted  accordingly.  What  should  be  the 
reply  of  a  generons  and  magnanimous  people! 
If  I  mistake  not  their  character,  tliey  will  say, 
tate  back  year  legislation ;  we  scorn  to  be  pro- 
moted at  die  expense  of  a  portion  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  And  I  address  myself  more  particn- 
larly  to  the  West,  whose  interest  is  so  inti- 
mately combined  with  that  of  the  Sonth ;  de- 
stroy OS,  deprive  us  of  our  fordgn  market,  and 
that  moment  yon  inflict  a  vital  stab  on  your 
own  interest.  And  what  have  we  seen  on  this 
floor)  Northern  memhers  voting  for  a  da^ 
on  cotton  bag^^,  to  promote  the  intereet  <^ 
the  West.  This  is  resdily  sssented  to,  for  the 
South'slone  ie  to  be  affected  by  it ;  bnt  wben 
they  are  called  upon  to  vote  for  a  duty  on  mo- 
lasses and  hemp,  all  too  for  the  benefit  of  the  WestL 
their  zeal  receives  a  sadden  check  I  for  should 
these  items  be  retained  in  the  bill,  and  it  should 
nnfortunately  be  passed  into  a  law,  it  is  likely 
they  will  experience  some  of  the  great  benefits 
resulting  from  the  AmeriooQ  System.  Yes, 
sir,  the  West  must  depriveitself  of  amarketfor 
their  stock  of  almost^every  description,  to  ob- 
tun  the  inoalcolable  benefit  of  making  cotton 
bagging  to  sell  to  those  who  will  be  too  poor 
to  purchase  any  thing.  It  would  not  do,  or, 
to  call  this  a  plan  of  a  oert^  description,  for 
other  States,  besides  those  of  New  England, 
have  participated  in  it. 

Let  us  oompare  the  sitnatJon  of  the  North, 
at  this  time,  with  the  Sonth ;  and  what  a  con- 
trast is  preaeuted  to  onr  view.  On  the  on« 
hand,  we  behold  a  dense  popnlation — the  coon- 
try  in  a  hi^  state  of  cultivation— her  towns 
and  villagea  ridngj  as  if  by  the  hand  of  maipo ; 
in  short,  every  thmg  combining  to  prove  that 
the  country  ia  in  a  great  atate  of  proaperi^. 
Oan  such  a  representation  be  made  of  another 
portion  of  the  Union  t  No,  ur,  a  sad  raverao 
IS  the  reslity  t  We  have  not  our  flonrishinff 
towns  and  villages;  and  instead  of  the  8ou£ 
being  in  a  progressive  state  of  improvement,  it 
is  on  the  high  road  to  ruin.  And  we  present 
the  singular  spectacle  at  this  time,  ctf  one-fbnrtit 
the  population  of  a  State  willing  to  desert  their 
homes,  to  seek  for  proqierity  elsewhere;  and 
nothing  detaiua  them,  bat  the  absolate  inability 
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to  di^HMe  of  their  propertf,  at  Blmost  anjr 
price.  Those  bonds,  that  natore  htu  thrown 
utMutd  the  affections  of  everr  one,  for  his  na- 
tiTe  pUoe,  are  torn  asnnSer ;  and  tiie  unhappy 
»ile,  forced  to  bid  adieo  to  that  home,  and 
thU  conntrj,  which  ia  made  dear  to  him  b; 
the  nnchaiigeable  laws  of  natore,  and  of  oa- 
tm'i  God — bj  a  ejatem  of  le^slation,  which, 
It  dK  time  Utat  it  io^cta  the  wound,  is  ke^t 
OBtofvieir;  yes,  eir,  I  do  proclaim,  tliat  tins 
indirect  mode  of  taxation  Is  hn  enigma  that  the 
br^  bod;  of  the  peopie  do  not  attempt  to 
nlre.  A.t  the  time  he  pnrohaaes  a  ponnd  of 
iron  or  a  bnahel  of  salt,  the  idea  seldom  pre* 
mts  itself  to  the  plain,  illiterate,  but  honest 
■ad  indostrions  planter,  that  he  is,  at  that  ver; 
aoment,  paying  a  heayy  tax  to  hia  Qovem- 
meoL  He  may  complain  to  the  merohaDt  of 
his  bigb  prioea,  bnt  doea  not  often  reflect,  that 
hia  Gorenunent  forces  the  merchant  to  ask 
these  high  ifficea.  And  were  the  operations  of 
this  tyiUm  aadentood  by  tbe  people,  oa  it  is 
by  those  who  examine  these  things,  I  boldly 
inake  the  assertion,  that  so  fkr  from  being  en- 
gaged in  the  coDsideratioQ  of  a  proposition,  the 
object  of  which  is  to  place  new  burdens  upon 
the  people,  we  ahoold  be  more  laodably  em- 
ployed  in  relieving  them  of  those  bnrthena,  al' 
r«sdy  almost  too  heavy  to  be  borne.  And  la  it 
to  be  expected,  that  the  mano&ctnrers  will 
ever  cease  to  ask,  so  long  as  we  ahall  give! 
Sq  ur,  nerer  I  It  ia  anfficient  for  them  that 
we  iboDld  give — they  will  never  refuse  to  re- 
ceive. I  have  it  from  a  aooroe,  that  I  valne  as 
highly  IB  that  from  any  other,  that  many  of 
the  manofaetarera  do  not  wish  for  any  greater 

EroteetiiHi  thafi  they  at  present  ei^oj,  A 
i^er  rate  of  dntios,  they  jnstly  suppose,  will 
have  the  effect  to  throw  too  much  capital  in 
that  direction.  It  is  thoee  who  are  at  work  od 
a  borrowed  capital,  chiefly,  who  come  here, 
lad  ace  nwst  cUmorona  for  the  ud  of  Oon- 
pea.  Vith  JDst  the  same  prooriety  might  an 
individosl  procure  endoraera,  Dorrow  money 
6mn  a  bank,  pnrcluiae  a  plantation,  stock  it. 
|D  to  work,  and  then  gravely  come  here,  ana 
Mk  the  Government  to  pay  the  interest  for 
liiiD.  The  nn^e  fact  admitted  by  the  mann- 
fMnren  tbemselves,  that  from  the  year  eigh- 
teen hundred  and  siitaen,  ton  millions  of  oap- 
itt]  vested  in  stock  of  thia  description,  had  in 
trenty  four,  increased  to  forty  millionH,  b  suf- 
ficinit  to  put  to  flight  all  their  reasoning  on  Ona 
iabjat  But,  even  now,  when  we  hear  so 
nodi  of  the  distressed  condition  of  the  manu- 
beturer,  we  are  told  that  capital  is  desertiiig 
nmiDerce  and  agricnlture  to  vest  itself  in  man- 
ifKicriee.  Is  not  this  sufBcient  to  convince 
tittj  onprejndieed  mind  that  it  ia  the  beet 
U<ueu  at  this  time  in  the  country  I  Could 
^t  fianisborg  reoommendationa  prevail,  we 
i^oiiU  lee  iodividnals  made  rich  by  the  legisla- 
iai  of  Oongresa — for  an  immediate  rise  of 
luuifiictimDg  stock  would  take  plaoe ;  and  I 
oaoot  Mtniose  that  the  present  holders  would 
be  n  Uioflto  tb«ir  interest  >a  not  to  sell  onL 


Sir,  I  can  compare  this  recommendatioa  to 
nothing  better  than  a  lottery,  and  certunly  one 


Dipare  tl 

_. . .    _^ than  a  Ic       , . 

of  the  combination  order — and  like  all  Echemes 
of  this  description,  the  schemers  are  to  draw 
all  the  high  prizes — or  rather  to  sell  the  tickets, 
after  tbe  scheme  is  granted,  and  walk  off  witb 
the  money. 

Tea,  sir,  I  do  Teligionsly  believe,  that  owing 
to  the  syBtoio  of  legation  pnraued  by  Oon- 
gresa,  we  are  to  attribute,  in  a  great  measure, 
tie  unprecedented  depreciation  of  our  property. 
I  know  that  other,  and  local  oanses,  have 
operated  towards  producing  this  state  of  things 
— I  allade,  nr.  to  those  mooeyed  institutiona, 
the  evils  i«amtinK  tram  which  were  so  elo- 
quently depicted  by  the  gentleman  ftom  Vir- 
ginia, (Ifr,  KuiDOLPH,)  whose  motion  ia  now 


with  na;  snd  I  do  not  donbt,  that  those,  tiova 
other  slaveholding  and  conseqaently  agriool- 
tnral  States,  will  have  it  in  their  power,  nnfbr- 
tunately,  to  make  similar  representationB.  Then, 
eir,  I  will  sak,  why  do  those,  who  already 
possess  most  of  the  advantages  flowlog  from 
the  Union,  wish  to  pnah  thinga  farther.  Have 
they  not  grown  into  a  state  of  wealth  and  im- 
portance, while  the  South  has  remuned  im- 
poveri^ted  t  Bnt  not  satisfied  with  this  *tat« 
of  things,  the  line  which  divides  onr  interest 
must  be  made  still  pluner.  Pasa  this  bill,  and 
it  will  be  BO  pltunly  drawn,  that  the  worst  of 
consequences  are  to  be  apprehended.  What 
has  caased  dissatisfaction,  on  tbepart  of  ita 
citizens,  with  all  Governments?  Why,  sir,  the 
imposition  of  ni^ust  taxes ;  the  history  of  past 
times  will  prove  this.  What  caused  the  sepa- 
ration of  these  States  from  the  mother  country  t 
The  attempt  only  to  impose  an  unjust  tax. 
What  was  the  priiidpal  oanae  of  the  revolution 
in  France)  unequal  taxea.  And  gentiemen 
well  recollect  the  inanrrection  that  occoired, 
even  under  the  administration  of  our  beloved 
Washington.  We  should  learn  wisdom  from 
experience,  and  beware  how  we  persevere  in 
a  system  of  legislation  that  may  destroy  the 
prospects  of  this  country — that  may  deetroy  the 
hopes  of  the  world.  Mr,  Speaker,  I  know  it  ia 
odious  to  make  allusiona  of  this  kind,  oa  this 
floor — nor  is  it  need  as  a  threat.  No,  wr.  I 
hope  we  are  far,  very  far,  from  any  thing  like 
disunion ;  bnt  it  is  done  to  impress  this  Honse 
with  the  opinion,  seriously  entertained,  that  if 
any  thing  can,  the  system  of  legislation  pursued 
by  Congress  will  bring  about  this  qytastrophe. 
I  represent  those  who  are  devote^  attached 
to  Qua  Union,  from  motives  arising  from  the 
noblest  principles  of  our  nature — in  this,  they 
yield  to  none ;  bnt  there  is  a  point  beyond 
which  hnman  patience  will  not  enaore. 

Tdxsdat,  April  22. 

Mr.  Waioar,  of  N.  Y.,  moved  the  previous 
qneetion  on  the  passage  <^  the  bilL 
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TiAS. — Keam.  Andanon  of  Pennsjlmil*,  Arm- 
itrDQg,  B&ldnln,  Birber  of  Good.,  Barlow,  Bsmard, 
Beecher,  Belden,  Blake,  Brown,  Baebinan,  Buckner, 
Buck,  Bunner,  Burges,  Chue,  Chilton,  CUrk  of  Sew 
Tork,  Clark  of  Keoluckj,  Conflict,  Coulter,  Creich- 
ton,  Crowniniliield,  Daniel,  DaTeoport  of  Oliio,  Da 
Or^  DickinioD,  Duncan,  Dwigbt,  Earll,  Ficdlar, 
Forward,  Fry,  Garnwy,  Garrow,  Green,  Harrey, 
Healy,  Hobble,  Hoffmao,  Hunt,  Jennings,  Joluia, 
Eeoae,  King,  Lawrence,  Lecompte,  I«(Ber,  Letcher, 
Uttle,  Lyon,  Uagee,  Mallary,  Uarkell,  Martindale 
KarriD,  Haxwel^  UcHatton,  UcEean,  UcLean, 
Iterwin,  HetoaUb,  Killer,  Miner,  UitcheU  of  Penn., 
Hoore  of  Ey.,  OiT,  Fbelpt,  Piertoo,  Bamsey,  Kunell, 
Sergeant,  Sloane,  Bmith  of  Indiana,  Stanbern,  Ste- 
veitMn  of  PenneyWania,  Steiigere,  Btewart,  otom, 
fitower,  Strong,  Bwann,  Swift,  Batheriand,  Taylor, 
Thompson  of  New  JerMy,  Tracy,  Tucker  of  N.  J., 
Tance,  Van  Horn,  Tan  ReDnssekier,  Tintou,  Walea, 
Whipple,  Whittlesey,  WicklifTe,  Wilun  of  Pa.,  J.  J. 
Wood,  BOaa  WooiL  Wooda  of  Ohio,  Woodcock, 
Wolf,  Wright  of  B,  T.,  Wright  of  Ohio,  Yancey 
—105. 

Natb. — Uessrs.  Alexander,  Ailen  of  Xaii.,  Allen 
of  Tirgioia,  Alston,  Andenon  of  Maine,  Archer, 
Bailey,  F.  P.  Barbour,  Barker,  Bamnger,  Bartlett, 
Bates  of  Dbsi.,  Bates  of  Uissoori,  Bell,  Blair,  Brent, 
Bryan,  Batmao,  Cambreleng,  Carson,  Carter,  Clu- 
borne,  Conner,  Crockett,  Culpeper,  Davenport  of 
Tirginia,  Davis  of  Uass.,  Daiia  of  S.  C,  Desha,  Dor- 
ley,  Drayton,  ETerett,  Floyd  of  Geoi^a,  Fort,  Gale, 
Gilmer,  Oorham,  Gurley,  Haile,  Hallock,  Hall,  Ham- 
ilton, Hayaes,  Hodges,  Holmes,  IngersoU,  Isaclu, 
Johnson,  Eerr,  Lea,  Urlngston,  Locke,  Long, 
Lumpkin,  Uarable,  UcCoy,  HcDuffle,  Uclntlre,  Hc- 
Kee,  Uercer,  Mitchell  of  Tenn.,  Uoore  of  Alabama, 
Newton,  NnckoUs,  Oakley,  O'Brien,  Owen,.Pearca, 
Plant,  Polk,  Bandolph,  Reed,  Richardson,  Ridey, 
Ktcs,  Rosoe,  Sawyer,  Shepperd,  Smyth  of  va., 
Bprague,  Taliaftrro,  Thompson  of  Georgia,  Trei- 
not,  Tucker  of  Bouth  Carolina,  Toroec,  Tamnm, 
Terplanck,  Ward,  Washington,  Weenu,  Wilde, 
Willlama,  Wingate— S4, 

Bo  the  biU  yiaa  paBBed. 

The  question  tben  reonrring  on  the  title  of 
the  bill,  Ur.  Wilde  moved  to  unend  it  by  add- 
ing the  words  "  and  for  the  encouragement  of 
domestic  manufBctores." 

Hr.  Randolph  opposed  the  motion,  ineisting 
that  domeetjc  raannfHctiires  meant  those  which 
were  carried  on  in  the  families  of  farmers,  in 
the  fabrication  of  what  used  to  be  called  Vir- 
(pnia  cloth :  and  that  the  bill,  if  it  had  its  tme 
name,  shoffid  be  ooUed  a  bill  to  rob  and  plan- 
der  nearly  one-half  of  the  Union,  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  reeidne,  &o.  Let  the  fHends  of  the 
bill  christen  their  own  child ;  he  woold  not 
stand  godfather  to  it.  The  title  was  merely  ad 
eaptandum  wiffita;  like  the  words  of  the  con- 
tinental money  ridiculed  in  Swift's  verses ; 


Ttte  bill  referred  to  mauafactores  of  no  sort  a 


bnt  thonght  the  mannfactnies  in  the  family 
onght  to  be  colled  honsehold  manofactores, 
consented  to  withdraw  his  amendment. 

Ur.  Dra-Itob  moved  to  amend  the  title  as  fol> 
lows:  Strike  out  all  after  "An  act,"  and  in- 
sert "  to  increase  the  dntiea  upon  cortain 
imports,  for  the  purpose  of  increasing  the  prof- 
its of  certdn  mannfactorera." 

Ur.  D.  after  some  ^neral  remarks  on  the  in- 

{arioQS  and  tmconstitntional  character  of  tbe 
>ill,  stated  the  main  reason  for  bis  desiring  to 
amend  the  title  was,  that  a  decision  might  be 
had  on  its  constitntionality,  by  an  appeal  to  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  nnit«d  States,  on  some 
case  which  might  arise  nnder  its  operation. 
This  conld  not  be  done  if  the  title  remained  as 
it  now  stood.  A  declaration  by  the  power 
which  enacted  the  law  that  it  was  intended  for 
the  protection  of  certain  mannfaotm-cra,  would 
bring  np  the  oonstitntional  qneetion  whether 
OoDgress  conld  increase  the  dnties  on  importa 
for  snch  a  purpose. 

Hr.  HoDOBs  moved  to  amend  Qie  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  DKATTDit,  by  adding  to  it  as  fol- 
lows :  "  And  to  transfer  the  cqiital  and  indos- 
trj  of  tbe  New  England  States  to  other  States 
in  the  Onion." 

Wherenpon,  Mr.  Bastlxtt  moved  the  pre- 
vioQB  qneetion  on  the  title. 

The  House  soatained  the  call :  the  preTions 
qnestion  was  pnt,  and  oarried ;  and  tie  main 
question  having  been  pat  ea  fallows :  "  Shall  this 
be  the  title  of  the  bill  t "  it  wasc^rried  withont 
a  division. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  ordered  to  be  sent 
to  the  Senat«  for  ooncnrrence.* 


*  The  deUta  on  thli  Tuflt  blU  [•  m?  maeli  ateldfed, 
ud  withont  kn  to  the  ubject.  It  belle  tfaa  fMith  gmtt^ 
dibat*  npOD  tha  luiu  qnuUon  wlthlB  a  (Bw  yaan.  The 
jtm  ISt^  IBM,  IBM,  ud  1BS8,  hw  Iti  ngnUi  mmmnM ; 
ud  ■>  nch  of  tfaoH  debaln  took  pUe*  at  tha  lut  loDff  ho- 
Mod  btbn  a  prtsldaDlUI  tlaotian,  they  wera  obllfad  la  *•- 
man,  evNi  If  than  had  bean  no  piaiiwdltMlixi  to  that  affae^ 
a  political  aqwct,  tad  to  oonnaot  Ihamulna  wllb  tb*  lu- 
pandlng  daettOB.  Ballne  1811,  tho  taiUh  wore  dbcnioed 
•imply  u  bnibKB  mauant,  and  with  v«7  lUtla  dJlTannco 
of  prlnslple,  nTaaoa  balna  thaa  tha  oltlast,  ud  pmtettlon 
to  home  iBdutrr  tha  iBddant.  Id  181l,Uiatpttnc]plabagnB 
to  h«  nTanad— protaetloD  being  made  the  obJact,  ud  rar- 
tnie  th>  Inddutj  uidlnlBHaiKIIS,  thit  lerlad  of  piln- 
slpla,  ud  tbe  parlodloal  anfmantliic  of  daUWi  and  tb«  pollt- 
le>]  upect  which  Uw  Tulffhad  aaramed.  (ara  daap  dlaoon- 
loBt  to  the  plaatlnc  Btstea,  on  which  tha  bniUwn  et  the 
dntleaahlallyffelL  Tha  ipaaclua  of  their  memben  eiMblt  the 
ertdaDCaottUtdlMDntant;  whlah,lpfket,bMaiBa  puradlns, 
ud  left  a  lari*  Kotloii  oT  tba  Unkra  under  the  pahiTlil  bellaf 
that  tbay  ware  Injuied  ud  opprsieed  bj  tble  bnnch  ot  the 
Man]  leglilatlon.  CuuldeiBta  men.  In  olhar  HMlou  oT  (he 
Union,  and  who  had  hern  Mendlr  to  the  protacllTe  tollcj-, 
eBpwUllj  when  It  wat  nonildared  the  piotaetlas  dT  booie. 
hold  IndnitiT,  ((pinning,  wearing,  and  knitting  at  hom^)  b«- 
IP-  to  shaag*  thair  Tlew^  gara  a  relnotut  SMUit  to  tha  act 


db,Googic 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESS. 
AdjotmrneiU  of  Cemgnm. 


Wkdnbdat,  April  38. 
Adjoiirttmenl  qf  Ceifrmi. 

lb.  TiODB,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  moved  the 
mnadentioQ  of  »  resolution  offered  bj  him 
WDH  time  nnce,  with  a  view  of  fixing  the  iaj 
otm^ocaiuBetit;  and  on  the  question  demanded 
the  jets  ind  nays ;  wbioh  being  ordered  bj 
the  Honse,  stood  yeas  119,  nays  44. 

The  Tteolation  was  acoordiogly  conridered. 

"Eadtti,  That  ■  committee  be  appointed,  on 
lb(  put  of  the  Hook  of  BepregentstireH,  to  Join 
laeli  eomouttce  u  Che  Senate  maj  appoint  on  their 
put,  U  Bi  on,  and  recommeod  a  day  on  which  the 
PnsdcDt  of  the  Senate  and  ihe  Speaker  of  the 
H(MM  of  RepreeeDtidves  eball  adjourn  the  preaent 
MKon  o(  Congreaa." 

Hi.  T4T10B,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend 
the  Kaolation,  bj  inserting,  after  the  wordfi 
Ml  Uimr  part,  "  to  consider  ead  report  what 
bunnen  ia  iwoeHMrj  to  be  acted  on  at  the  pres- 

Hr.  Ttons  objected  to  this  amendment,  and 
urged  the  gentleman  tnaa  New  York  not  to 
preniL 

lb.  HuOLTOif  moved  the  following  as  an 
unendiDeDt  to  the  amendment :  Strike  oat  all 
after  the  vord  "Besolved,"  and  insert  "That 
Ihe  President  of  the  Senate,  and  the  Speaker  of 
IhtHoDMof  Bepreaentatives,  be  anthorixed  to 
doM  the  present  session  of  Congress,  br  an  ad- 
jottnunent  of  both  Honaes,  on  Uontuy,  the 
19th  of  H^  next." 

Hr.  H.  supported  his  amendment  bj  a  few 
Riarti,  expressing  his  fear  that  this  Congress 
mttfat  be  rqiroaebed  as  the  long  Parliament. 

Ut.  TiTLDB  was  opposed  to  the  amendment 
kit  offered.  He  adverted  to  the  great  length 
ef  liioe  which  had  been  oonsnmed  in  debate, 
■ad  the  verj  small  amonnt  of  bnsinem  done ; 
M)d  insited  upon  the  proprietr  of  first  knowing 


[H.  or  U. 

conld  they  expect  that  its  discosdon  in  the 
other  branch  of  the  Legislature  wonld  not  take 
some  oonsiderable  time !  So  soon  as  the  fate 
of  that  bill  shonld  be  decided,  be  should  be 
prepared  to  take  steps  towards  an  a^oamment, 
bnt  not  before, 

Ur.  Tdoxsb  said  he  would  accept  the  amend- 
ment of  his  ooUeagne  if  he  thongat  it  had  the 
least  obance  of  saooeeding.  He  referred  to  the 
proceedings  formerly  bao  on  the  same  snbject, 
and  obiected  to  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Tatu>b 
as  likeFf  to  lead  to  difGcnlty. 

Hr.  UoCoT  advocated  the  amendment  of  Ur. 
HuiiLTOir,  observing  that  more  bosinesa  waa 
nBoallj  done  at  the  snort  than  at  the  long  sea- 

The  amendment  would  leave  the  Honse  three 
weeks  to  apply  to  bneineas,  and  he  believed,  in 
that  time,  they  might,  with  diligence,  get 
through  with  every  snbject  of  general  import- 


reqi 


the  Hooss  fixed  the  length  of  time  necessary  to 
■KOm^ilh  it.  He  concluded  his  remarks,  by 
towMJDg  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  they  were 
laimA  bj  the  House. 

Ur.  Dwiasr  briefiy  advocated  the  amend- 
amt  of  Mr.  Hawltoit,  on  the  groond  that  fix- 
i^  a  day  certain  woold  expedite  the  business 
(f  the  Honse. 

Ur.  ILlbvir'  opposed  the  unendment  of  Ifr. 
HuoLTOv,  and  advocated  that  of  Ur.  T*.ti.ob. 
If  no  regard  was  to  be  had  to  the  amonnt  of 
tuiDcss  to  be  done,  why  would  not  gentlemen 
tdjoom  at  once,  since  all  were  anxions  to  re- 
taro  to  their  homesi  The  House  had  Jnrt 
pMtd  a  bill  of  a  very  interesting  character, 
vhich  had  occupied  it  for  six  or  seven  weeks — 

■<  m.  ul  chliHf  apoB  ■  ealenlaUoB  of  Joitiaibl*  pollaf ; 
Ml  dtlvuiaad  to  shufs  their  MaiH,  ud  act  BpaB  tba 
•HfilMph^nTaBna  tlw  at4Kt,  protKllan  tha  inoldaDt) 
-tta  Iki  iBpandlnt  pmldaDllil  bIkUdb  ibonld  be  orer. 
'UnUn  ta  lb*  old  prlndpln,  wtth  e«iu>in7  1b  tha  pablls 
•^nOIoni,  it  WH  bcIttTCd  would  lenwn  il'  ' 
tT—MiMl  la  tlw  pISDUag  Btotaa. 


snggested  a  middle  conrse,  which  be  could  not 
now  oS'er  as  an  amendment,  being  restrained  by 
the  rules  of  the  House.  It  was,  that  the  com- 
mittee shonld  be  confined  to  the  House  alone, 
and  not  made  a  Joint  committee;  andshooldbe 
charged  to  report  both  on  the  amonnt  of  biiM- 
nesa,  and  on  a  day  of  adjournment. 

Mr.  TvoKKB  had  no  objection  to  the  latter 
part  of  this  amendment,  bnt  thought  that  the 
former  would  prodnoe  delay. 

Mr.  Pole  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  HudLTOir,  and  in  favor  of  that  of  Mr. 

TiTLOK, 

The  Chair  now  amionnoed  the  expiration  of 
the  honr  allotted  to  morning  business,  and  pro- 
clrimed  the  orders  of  the  day ;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Babsoub,  the  orden 
were  postponed,  and  the  debate  oontinned. 

Mr.  Baxbohs  then  advocated  Mr.  Hamii;- 
Tos's  amendment,  adverting  to  the  reproach 
which  had  been  cast  upon  tnis  Government  as 
being  a  logooracy.  He  tfaonght  the  amendment 
had  an  important  politioal  bearing.  U  the 
House  went  on,  oontmoally  enlarging  the  term 
of  its  session,  the  result  would  at  length  be, 
that  no  citizens  would  come  to  Congress  bat 
Mther  those  whose  wealth  relieved  them  from 
the  necessity  of  attending  to  their  own  bosl- 
ness,  or  those  whose  bosiness  at  home  was  of 
so  httle  value  as  to  render  them  deeirous  of  an 
election  to  Congress  as   a  peconiary  speon- 

He  appealed  to  the  Honse  whether  the  late 
tariff  bill  might  not  as  well  have  been  disposed 
of  in  fonr  weeks  as  in  seven.  He  advertM,  by 
way  of  contrast,  to  the  practice  of  the  British 
Parliament,  in  which  the  disctiasion  of  any  one 
subject  rarely  extended  to  the  third  night.  No 
gentleman  supposed  that  the  Honse  could  get 
through  all  the  bofflness  on  the  docket.  Tlie 
bills  reported  by  the  oommitteea  were  oontin- 
nally  accumulating,  and  would  do  so,  even 
shonld  the  House  vote  its  sittings  permanent. 
He  sincerely  wiahed  that  the  oonstitntion  had 
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fixed  th«  length  of  both  MedoDS;  for  be  be- 
lieved the  House  generAll;  do  twice  or  three 
timea  the  aotoal  amonnt  of  buaneas  at  their 
eeooDd  Besaioii,  that  they  do  at  their  first.  The 
ezoeadve  prolongation  of  debate,  inetead  of  ren- 
'  dering  more  certwn  a  correct  result,  generallj 
operated  the  other  wa;.  When  a  subject  vaa 
careftillr  examined  and  reported  upon  by  one 
of  the  oonunitteefi,  and  an  argmnent  afterwards 
had  in  the  Honsa  in  wliich  one  or  two  gentle- 
men on  either  side  presented  the  leading;  points 
in  controversy,  the  House  would  geoerulj  be 
prepared  to  act.  He  referred  to  the  great  haste 
in  whioh  bills  were  QEnallj  puwd  daring  the 
last  two  or  three  days  of  the  eeasion,  and  in- 
fbrred  that  the  Honse,  before  the  19th  of  May, 
might,  if  t^ey  nsed  diligence,  get  through  the 
moat  important  bills  before  uiem,  and  those 
they  omitted,  would  come  up,  as  of  course,  at 
the  next  seasion. 

Hr.  Hrrc&BLL,  of  Tennessee,  after  adverting 
to  his  penonal  anxiety  to  retnm  home,  insisted 
that  it  was,  neverthelesB,  his  duty  to  fore^  his 
own  wishes  and  attend  to  the  pablic  busmess. 
Should  he  plead  with  his  constituents  that  be 
bad  neglected  it,  because  be  had  bneineea  at 
home,  Uiey  would  never  say  to  him,  "  well 
done,  good  and  faithfiil  servant,"  but  would 
order  him  into  "  outer  darkness."  He  referred 
to  his  experience  in  the  Legislatore  of  Tennes- 
see, which  he  insisted  was  a  far  more  dignified 
assembly  than  the  Honse  of  Representatives 
had  lately  shown  itself  to  be — as  that  Legisla- 
ture never  permitted  members  to  indulge  in 
Billingsgate  ribaldry.  He  thoaght  the  best 
remedy  for  logocracy  would  be,  for  the  people 
to  BtrUce  &om  the  roll  of  the  House  the  160 
lawyers,  who  were  eternally  babbling.  He 
did  not  include  in  that  remark  the  gentleman 
from  Virginisj  (Mr.  B^HBOtm,)  who  was  a  law- 
yer of  too  high  an  order,  to  be  at  all  within  its 
scope.  He  was  in  favor  of  the  amendment  of 
Ur.  TATI.OB,  and,  in  supporting  it,  adverted  to 
the  848  private  bills — many  of  them  of  vital 
importance  to  the  clumants,  which  yet  ro- 
mped upon  the  calendar.  Shonld  they  break 
up,  without  attending  to  any  of  these,  they 
woold  well  deserve  the  appellation  of  the 
"  Bnmp  Parliament."  He  was  opposed  to  the 
arbitrary  designation  of  a  day,  witliont  r^ard 
to  the  bumnees  which  had  to  be  done.  He 
likewise  obiected  to  empowering  a  committee 
to  digest  tne  order  in  which  bills  fOioold  be 
taken  up.  He  thonght  no  favoritism  ought  to 
be  shown,  but  the  order  of  the  calendar  rigidly 
and  rapidly  pnraned.  I'rior  in  tempore,  prior 
in  jurt,  was  the  maxim  of  the  oiviliaiM,  and 
ought  to  be  pureoed.  He  concluded  with  re- 
ferring to  the  worn-out  soldiers  that  were 
knocking  at  the  doors  of  the  House,  and  whose 
only  hope  and  resource  was  in  it«  justice  and 
liberali^. 

llr.  MiBasu  fearing  that^  if  he  stayed 
much  longer,  he  should  not  get  ofiF  with  whole 
bones,  professed  himself  anxious  to  return 
home,  the  uokly  season  ^iproaohing;    that. 


having,  during  this  woollen  contest,  gained 
nothing,  he  might  be  in  the  way  of  fleecing. 
He  belonged  to  the  bloodv  profeesion,  he  aaid, 
and  thoQ^  he  might  not  be  able  to  look,  with 
as  much  composure  as  some  others,  on  blood 
and  carnage,  ne  could  contemplate  a  corpse 
with  calmness.  He  was,  therefore,  not  mnch 
moved  by  the  declining  state  of  the  Bevoln- 
tionary  soldiers,  just  alluded  to,  some  of  whom, 
now  at  the  capitol,  informed  them  that  they 
had  walked  forty  miles  a  day  to  get  here,  whidi 
proved  their  ability  to  live  by  labor,  without  a 
pension.  He  believed  the  chief  object  for  which 
gentlemen  were  to  be  detuned  here,  was  the 
making  of  a  President,  &c.,  Ac 

Mr.  CuHx:,  of  New  York,  replied  with  some 
warmth  to  the  remarks  of  Ur.  MrroRKix  upon 
babbling  lawyers,  expressing  his  indignation 
that  one,  who  himself  belonged  to  the  bar, 
should  rise  in  this  House  and  slander  the  whole 
profession. 

Ur.  WmoHT,  of  Ohio,  said  he  regretted  to  fed 
under  the  necessi^  oi  engaging  in  the  debate, 
but  arguments  had  been  advanced  by  gentle- 
men that  be  could  not  silently  acquiesce  in.  The 
amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Oaro- 
lina,  (Ur.  Hakil'Toh,}  to  use  a  homely  phrase, 
placed  the  cart  before  the  horse,  and  he  horad 
It  would  not  be  agreed  to.  Sir,  sud  Ur.  W., 
I  am  as  anxious  to  retnm  home  as  any  one 
here.    The  calls  of  my  family  and  business  re- 

aaire  me  to  leave  here ;  but  while  1  listen  to 
lese  calls,  I  cannot  disregard  the  obligation  I 
am  under  to  my  constituents.  When  I  agreed 
to  serve  the  public,  I  impliedly,  at  least,  con- 
tracted with  my  constituento,  to  do  the  publio 
bnsiness  in  preference  to  my  own,  and  while  I 
recognize  the  force  of  this  contract^  I  cannot  con - 
sent  to  sacrifice  the  public  interest  to  oonaid- 
erations  of  personal  convenience,  or  private 
concerns.  The  amendment  proposed  to  fix  the 
19th  of  Uay  as  the  day  of  adjournment.  Wbj 
LB  that  day  fixed  upon  t  Have  you  been  told 
that  you  can  accomplish  the  publio  business 
now  before  the  House,  by  that  Umel  Will 
any  gentleman  say  it  is  within  our  physical  or 
our  mental  power  to  accomplish  it?  I  think 
not.  On  the  Tth  of  this  month,  there  remained 
on  our  calendar,  nnlesa  I  mistake,  &6G  bills  and 
propositions  prepared  by  our  committees.  If 
you  add  to  these,  those  which  have  been  sent 
UH  from  the  Senate,  and  those  which  will  yet 
he  received  from  that  body,  the  whole  number 
of  snbiects  requiring  the  action  of  the  Honae, 
will  fcdl  little,  if  any,  short  of  400.  It  is  impoe- 
fflble  fo  do  all  this  bnnnees  with  the  delibera- 
tion that  becomes  this  body,  or  for  member*  to 
act  understandingly  upon  it^  in  the  short  space 
of  three  weeks.  Some  of  it  must  be  lett  ns- 
done  if  we  a4jouni  within  two  months.  The 
resolution  propoeea  to  inquire  how  many  of 
these  subjects  the  public  good  requires  should 
be  acted  on  this  session;  and  in  reference  to 
the  bnuness  before  Congress,  to  fix  on  the  day 
of  adjournment.  This  is  aooording  to  the 
tisage,  and  is  ohvioosly  proper.    The 
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1  the 
„ithia 
v  mind  to  the  oonolnrion  that  the  bosiiiese 
{ubedonebeforethat timet  No.  Hashedeter- 
nintd  vMch  of  tbew  mi^ects  shaU  be  acted 
00,  md  which  postponed  t  He  will  not  eaj  bo. 
ft  abonld  m^e  the  iiujnirj,  underetaod  the 
mtjeO,  ■nange  the  biumees,  form  the  beet 
JD^ment  we  can  of  the  time  required  to  do 
whtt  must  be  done,  utd  then  we  can  promptlj 
Gi  the  d»7.  Sir,  we  all  deprecate  the  evils 
ittfrrtfing  haat;  and  inconriderata  legislation. 
Tliose  who  have  witneseed  the  mode  of  doing 
bunueat  at  the  cloee  of  onr  sesnons,  will  be  at 
DO  lo8i  for  the  caoae  of  the  many  impetfect  and 
bhukdeiiiig  laws  we  pass,  and  the  freqaent  calls 
npoD  Co^^Kss  for  erolanatoiT  acta,  to  make 
our  Icsiilation  intellifdMe,  "Die  gentleman  and 
myseU  bsTe  freqiMiiur  vitneaud  bills  of  great 
importanee,  homed  throogh  the  Ibrma  of  le^a- 
tation  amid  seise  and  ocmfluton  in  which  no 
one  could  nnderstand  the  snUeot  before  the 
House,  when  e»en  a  qnonun  of  members  were 
not  preeent.  Often  when  not  more  than  SO 
were  present,  nnmerons  bills  passed  without 
•  division  called,  lest  it  should  be  disoovered 
there  wu  no  quorum ;  until  some  bill  particn- 
I11I7  objectionable  to  some  membra  indaoed 
him  to  call  a  diviaon,  when  a  call  of  the  House 
WIS  commenced,  and  progressed  in  till  a  qaorom 
■pp«ared,  then  the  oall  was  aaBpeoded,  and  per- 
bipi,  before  the  qaeetion  was  taken  it  was 
finnd  that  members  had  again  retired  and  left 
tiie  House  withont  a  qaomm.  If  that  be  called 
dclibenle  legislation,  1  do  not  denre  to  witness 
it.  It  is  dia^editable  alike  t«  this  body  and  to 
the  natitin.  If  we  have  bnmneea  to  do,  let  us 
do  it—^t  esri J  and  late — all  day,  nntil  it  is  ao- 
mmpticiied.  I  am  ready  to  aid  gentlemon  in 
this  work,  sod  I  think,  if  we  are  fitted  to  be 
hsre,  tod  are  desirons  of  doing  onr  dnty  as  Rep- 
rnrntttireB,  this  is  the  coarse  for  ns  to  pnrsne. 
IM  OS  do  the  bninnesa,  and  then  ^  home,  and 
mt  deUnuine  to  go  at  a  given  time,  then  get 
into  eonfiisioD,  and  go  and  leave  the  hasiness 
BadoiML  CoeroitHi  will  never  effect  deliberate 
IcTOlstion. 

Tlw  gentleman  from  Vii^inia  (Mr.  P.  P. 
Bubocb)  n^es  yon  to  fix  cm  the  day,  before 
Ton  know  what  is  necessary  to  be  done.  He 
has  adr^ted  to  the  mode  of  doing  business  in 
the  Bri^  Parliament,  and  has  indicated  a 
prefenoce  for  their  method  over  ours.  He 
■Iqtceeates  the  great  desire  among  members 
hat  to  engage  in  debate,  and  seems  to  regret 
>kal  the  practice  of  the  British  Commons  was 
not  adopted  here,  to  decide  a  qneation  at  one 
V  two  nights  seMions,  after  a  few  on  each  side, 
>ha  ksdera  of  adverse  parties,  have  delivered 
tiw  views.  I  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
pukniaa  from  Virginia  for  a  number  of  years, 
Ud  thinlc  1  do  him  no  more  than  Justice  when 
t  MT,  {ie  wonid  not  knowingly  advocate  any 
■waiara  whose  tendency  he  thought  prejudicial 
to  the  tiberties  of  the  people ;  hut  1  think  the 
pMtioe  alloded  to  wonld  if  adopted  here,  sap 


to  the  very  foundations  tiie  principles  of  a  free 
RepresentotiTe  assembly— the  liberties  oftlua 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  amendment 
of  Mr.  KutiLTON,  (viz.  to  fii  upon_the  19th  of 
May  for  the  day  of  adjournment,) 'and  dedded 
by  yeas  72,  nays  118. 

Mr.  Ti.n.oB  having  declined  to  accept  the 
amendment  of  Mr.  B.4bti.ett  as  a  modification 
of  his  own, 

Mr.  IVasd  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that 
the  I^esident  of  Uie  Senate  and  Bpeaker  of 
the  House  of  Bepresentativea  adjourn  thur 
respective  Houses  on  the  SOth  of  ^y. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Wakd  was  r^eoted, 
yeas  6B,  nays  98. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  TAiLOn'a 
amendmeut,  and  decided  by  yeas  and  nays 
in  the  affirmative. 

The  resdntion,  as  amended,  was  adopted,  in 
the  words  following : 

Seiolvtd,  That  a  commitlee  ba  appointed,  oq  the 
part  of  the  House  of  Bepresentatirea,  tc  Join  such 
committee  as  the  Settste  may  appoint,  on  their  part, 
to  eongider  and  report  what  buaiaesB  is  necessary 
to  be  acted  en  st  the  preseot  session,  and  to  fix  on 
and  recommend  the  dkj  on  vhlch  the  Pretddent  of 
the  Senste  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repr>< 
sentativea  iliaU  s^oum  the  present  seidon  of  Con- 
gress. 

The  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
woa  ordered  to  oousist  of  seven  membere. 


THDBBDi.T,  April  94. 

land  Clalmt 

The    House  went  into  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  Mr.  MAirrm  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill 

"to  amend  an  act  to  authorize  the  State  of 


vacant  and  tmappropriated  lands  within 
tne  some,"  passed  18th  April,  1806. 

Mr.  Polk  said  the  bill,  tmder  consideration, 
proposed  to  grant  to  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
certain  vacant  refuse  lands  lying  within  the 
limits  of  that  State,  to  be  appropriated  to  the 
purposes  of  education.  This  grant  was  not 
proposed  to  be  made  as  a  donation,  but  was 
claimed  bf  Tennessee  to  supply  a  defioiency 
which  existed  in  the  common  school  lands  of 
that  State,  which  by  an  act  of  Congress,  passed 
on  the  18th  day  of  April,  1806,  it  was  intended 
to  grant  to  her,  but  which  she  had  bnt  partially 
received.  It  was  intended  by  that  act,  to  place 
Tennessee  on  the  same  footing,  in  regard  tor 
school  lands,  on  which  all  the  new  Stales 
admitted  into  the  Union  have  been  placed. 
Owing  to  peculiar  causes,  this  had  not  been 
done.  It  would,  he  said,  ije  remembered  by 
the  committee,  that  what  is  now  the  State  <^ 
Tennes8e&  once  constituted  a  part  of  the  terri- 
tory of  the  State  of  North  Oarolina ;  and  to 
enable  gentiemen  fully  to  comprehend  the 
nature  of  the  present  application,  and  to  satisfy 
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them  of  the  proprietj  of  paasing  the  bill,  he 
would  briefl/  briug  to  view  the  promineot  acts 
of  legislation,  which  had  token  place,  on  the 
subject  of  laai  titles  in  Tennessee  down  to  the 
present  period. 

In  the  yekr  1789  the  6t«te  of  North  Oarolina 
ceded  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
all  her  Western  territory,  now  indnded  within 
the  limits  of  the  State  of  Tennea»ee,  hut  in  the 
act  of  cession,  she  reserved  to  herself  the  right 
to  satiBfj  in  the  territorj  thus  ceded,  all  her 
military  land  warrante  issned,  or  to  be  issued  by 
her,  to  her  ofGcers  and  soldiers,  for  their  service 
during  the  Revolntionary  War,  and  also  the 
right  to  satisfy  all  land  warranta  issued  by  her 
to  redeem  specie  certificates,  a  currency  in  the 
natnre  of  Treasury  notes,  iasned  by  the  State, 
to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  war.  The  ceesion 
was  accepted  by  the  United  States  apon  those 
conditions.  The  North  Carolina  clamia  were 
therefore  a  lien  upon  the  ceded  territory.  In 
the  year  1804,  aftor  Tennessee  had  been  admit- 
ted into  the  Union  as  a  free  and  independent 
Btat«,  a  compact  waa  entered  into  between 
North  Oarolina  and  Tennessee,  by  the  terms  of 
which  North  Carolina  authorized  Tennessee, 
to  proceed  to  have  located  and  granted  in  the 
territory  within  her  limits,  all  the  N.  Carolina 
warrants,  which  then  remained  unaatisfled,  and 
which  by  the  terms  of  the  cession  act,  consti- 
tuted a  lien  apon  it.  Thia  compact  was  sanc- 
tioned by  Congress,  by  the  act  of  the  18th  of 
April,  1806.  At  the  time  that  Congress  ratified, 
and  gave  assent  to  the  compact  Detween  the 
two  States,  it  was  not  known  what  qnantity  of 
land  warrants  remuued  to  be  satisfied,  but  it 
was  believed  that  it  would  not  consume  all  the 
lands  fit  for  cnltivation  in  the  State  to  satisfy 
them.  Under  this  impression  aline  was  direct- 
ed to  be  run  across  the  State,  beginmog  at  a 
point  designated  on  the  southern  boundary  of 
the  State,  and  mnniug  north- westwardly  across 
it.  This  line  was  called  the  Congressional 
reservation  line,  and  the  land  warrants  were 
directed  to  be  entered  east  and  north  of  the 
line,  bat  provision  was  at  the  same  time  made, 
that  if  the  country  east  and  north  of  the  line 
should  prove  to  be  insufficient  to  satisty  all  the 
land  warrants,  that  Congress  would  thereafter 
satisfy  them  sonth  and  west  of  the  line.  The 
conntry  east  and  north  of  this  line  constitates 
more  than  two-thirds,  and  very  nearly  three- 
fourths  of  the  State.  Congress,  in  Qie  same 
oot  of  April  16th,  1800,  directed  certain  lands 
to  be  laid  off  for  the  nse  of  Colleges  and 
Academies,  and  provided  farther,  that  the  StAte 
of  Tennessee,  in  issning  grants  and  perfecting 
titles  on  the  military  and  other  land  warrants  of 
North  Carolina,  should  locate  640  acres  in 
every  six  miles  square,  in  the  territory  east  and 
north  of  the  mad  line,  where  existing  claims 
would  allow  the  same,  for  the  use  of  common 
schools — to  be  appropriated  for  the  instruction 
of  children  forever.  So  numeroua,  however, 
did  the  North  Carolina  land  warrants  prove  to 
be,  that  only  22,70G  aorea  of  the  common 
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school  lands  were  located ;  whereas,  if  a  640 
acre  tract  of  school  land  had  been  located  to 
every  six  miles  aqnare  east  and  north  of  the 
line,  the  number  of  acres  secured  to  common 
Bobools  would  have  been  444,414,  bo  that  the 
State  had  received  for  common  schools  lesa 
than  was  contemplated  she  would,  by  421,739 
acres.  The  North  Carolina  land  warrants  not 
only  exhausted  all  the  lands  intended  for  com- 
mon schools,  and  ail  other  lands  of  much  valne 
east  and  north  of  the  line,  but  a  larger  number 
of  them  still  remuned  unsatisfied.  Congress 
had  made  provision,  as  he  hod  already  stated, 
that  if  the  land  east  and  north  of  the  line 
should  not  be  sufficient  to  satisfy  them,  that 
they  should  be  satisfied  south  and  west  of  the 
line.  Accordingly,  in  the  year  1818,  Oong;rees 
did  malce  provision  for  their  satisfaction  soDth 
and  west  of  the  line.  They  have  been  thus 
satisfied,  and  it  is  for  the  vacant  landa  that 
remain  south  and  west  of  this  line,  that  Ten- 
nessee now  asks  to  supply  in  part  at  least,  the 
deficiency  in  the  common  school  lands  east  and 
north  of  the  line,  which  were  contemplated  to 
be  granted  to  her  by  the  act  of  Congress  of 
18th  April,  1806,  but  which  as  he  had  shown 
she  had  not  in  fact  received.  The  hill  pro- 
posed to  cede  to  Tennessee,  for  this  pnrptose^ 
the  lands  which  shall  remun  vacant  sonth  and 
west  of  the  tine,  "  after  the  satisfaction  of  all 
the  bona  fide  daims  of  North  Carolina,"  so 
that  if  any  yet  remain  unsatisfied,  they  are 
provided  for. 

All  the  valuable  lands  south  and  west  of  the 
line  had  been  taken  by  the  North  Carolina 
warrants ;  and  in  order  to  form  a  just  eetimate 
of  the  true  situation,  and  real  valne  of  that 
which  still  remained  vacant,  and  which  tl     '  '" 


not  turned  their  attention  to  the  laod  laws  of 
North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  North  Carolina  warrants  had 
been  located  and  satisfied.  And  here  it  was 
proper  first  to  observe  that  the  owners  of  land 
warrants  had  been  permitted  by  law  to  have 
them  divided  and  subdivided  into  warrants  of 
small  size,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  appropriate 
them  on  valuable  lands.  The  North  Carolina 
soldiers  were  promised  land  £t  for  cultivation, 
and  if  the  division  of  warrants  had  not  been 
permitted,  the  owner  of  a  large  warrant  might 
not  have  been  able  to  find  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  arable  land  in  any  one  body  to  satisfy  his 
warrants,  hot  in  order  to  have  it  satisfied, 
might  have  been  compelled  to  include  within 
the  bounds  of  his  tract  a  considerable  portion 
of  sterile  or  barren  land  of  no  value.  To  avoid 
this,  a  division  of  warrants  (whether  wiselj 
or  not  it  was  not  now  material  to  inquire) 
was  permitted.  The  owner  of  a  large  warrant 
was  permitted  to  deposit  it  with  the  proper 
officer  to  be  cancelled,  and  received  the  samo 
amount  of  ocrea,  in  warrants  of  smaller  size. 
The  owner  of  a  6,000  acre  warrant,  for  in- 
Btonce,  could  deposit  it  with  the  proper  officer, 
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receive  in  lian  of  it  flve 
1,000  acre  wvrants— or  fifty  lOO  acre  warrants, 
nr  he  migbt,  if  he  choae,  hare  it  divided  into 
wimDta  of  >bD  tmaller  eize,  and  into  as  man; 
nmots  of  varioDS  nzes  as  he  pleased,  so  as 
■tot  to  exceed  the  nomber  of  acrea  of  the 
ori^nil  warrant  tliM  had  been  oancelled. 
ITben  the  country  sontli  and  west  of  the 
GoD^rejritmal  Beaerration  line,  was  rendered 
iDt|)«ct  to  the  satufaction  of  wairanta,  by  the 
act  of  Consren  of  1818,  there  were  floating 
tod  UDsatiafled  in  the  bands  of  the  owners, 
vunmta  and  remnants  of  warrants  of  almost 
fnrj  Mte,  Enmi  10  to  6,000  acres,  and,  in  some 
intancMiU  smaU  aa  one  acre.  The  l^alstare 
of  Tomeuee  eatabliahed  a  Board  of  Conunia- 
wn  to  adjndieate  on  the  validity  of  the  war- 
nnta,  and  also  established  in  the  district,  sonth 
and  utA  of  the  line,  land  offices,  in  which 
eoliies  <i  land  were  Bathorized  to  be  made  by 
the  ownen  of  warranto.  It  was  proper  like- 
wise to  itila,  that  many  old  grants  were  issned 
byKorth  Cvolina,  aa  early  aa  the  years  1784 
and  ITSfi,  to  owners  of  warrants,  for  lands 
aonth  ud  west  of  the  line,  then  in  an  Indian 
oonn^.  These  old  grants  were  of  course  valid, 
and  the  land  covered  by  them  was  not  snl^ect 
to  oitty,  to  sati^  the  floating  warrants,  which 
vet*  ^11  nnsatjafled. 

Ai  toM)  aa  proviaion  was  made,  and  land 
offiua  were  opened  in  the  country  sonth  and 
west  of  the  line,  the  owners  of  land  warrants 
went  into  the  conntry,  explored  it,  and  each 
selected  for  himself  the  land  that  pleased  him, 
and  wiered  it  in  some  one  of  the  land  offices, 
eadl  eilUiig  in  bis  entry  for  some  natural  or 
artifldal  oqeet,  a  particular  point  on  a  given 
ctream  Uie  instance,  or  a  point,  a  given  coarse 
aad  distance  from  some  notorions  or  natural 
ol^ee^  as  the  point  of  identity  for  the  begin- 
i^ng  «  hia  tract,  and  designating  the  shape  of 
hia  sorrcy,  by  calls  for  coarses  and  distances, 
from  Us  point  of  beginning,  so  as  to  include  in 
Ids  tract  ill  the  valaable  la^ds  he  could,  and  to 
csdode  iDch  as  was  inferior,  or  bo  sterile,  that 
it  was  of  no  value.  Upon  an  entry  thos  made, 
a  grant  iasoed  from  U)e  State.  Many  thousands 
of  entries  had  been  made  in  this  manner.  All 
the  valnable  lands  had  been  thna  appropri- 
ated. 

Ilwonld,  he  said,  be  readily  perceived  by 
the  committee,  that  the  lands  tiiat  still  remain 
Tataat  did  not  lie  tn  compact  bodies,  hot  in 
detached  parcels,  in  shapeless  scraps  of  various 
UM  and  tlgnrea.  In  many  instances  a  narrow 
■trip  of  ii&Tior  land  was  to  be  found,  lying 
between  l&e  tines  of  two  entries,  or  bordering 
around  tracts  that  had  been  entered  or  granted. 
Id  other  idstanoea  larger  bodies  of  vacant  land 
were  to  be  foond,  having  no  regular  shape  or 
figare,  mrronndftd  in  part  or  in  whole  by 
entrice  made  on.  warrants.  It  would  be 
pereetved  likewise  that  the  lands  thns  remun- 
ing  vacant  were  the  inferior  lands  of  the 
««mtry.  The  Legislatnre  of  Tennessee,  in 
their  mnoorial  to  Oraigreas,  had  stated,  and 


such  was  unquestionably  the  fact,  that  a  great 
poi:tion  of  it  was  sterile,  being  either  swamps, 
bordering  on  the  creeks  and  rivers,  or  barren 
hills,  as  not  to  be  worth  appropriating  at  any 
price ;  and  that  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
acre  was  a  f^r  average  price  for  that,  that 
would  be  appropriated  at  aU.  Not  one  acre  of 
it  would  probably  bring  the  present  minimum 
price  of  the  government  lands.  Tbetestimooy 
in  the  possession  of  the  committee,  of  the 
surveyors  who'resided  in  the  country,  and  had 
an  intimate  knowledge  of  tlie  vacant  lands  and 
of  their  value,  clearly  proved  that  mnch  the 
greater  part  of  the  vacant  land  wonld  not  be 
worth  the  taxes  to  be  pud  on  it  to  the  State, 
And  never  would  be  appropriated  at  any  price ; 
and  that  the  part  which  would  be  entered  lay 
in  small  pieces  and  detached  parcels,  and  wonld 
only  be  appropriated  at  a  reduced  price,  by  the 
owners  of  adjoining  lands  and  others,  for  out- 
lets, timber,  ha.  From  the  testimony  given  by 
the  surveyors,  ha  had  made  an  estimate  of  the 
quantity  of  acres,  which  would  be  appropriated 
at  the  low  price  of  1^  centa  per  acre,  and 
fonnd  it  would  not  exceed  five  hundred  thou- 
sand acres;  a  small  portion  of  this  amount 
would  bring  26  cents  per  acre,  and  none  more 
than  BO  oents  per  acre.  The  committee  would 
likewise  perceive,  from  what  had  been  stated, 
that  the  manner  m  which  the  lands  in  Tenues- 
see  bad  bean  appropriated  for  the  satisfaction 
of  warrants,  was  wholly  different  from  that 
adopted  by  the  United  States  in  the  disposition 
of  the  public  lands  of  the  Government.  The 
country  bad  not  been  laid  off  into  townships. 
Owners  of  warrants  bad  not  been  compellea  to 
enter  lands  a^oining  section  or  township  lines ; 
they  hod  not  been  compelled  to  include  the  bad 
land  with  the  good,  or  to  lay  out  their  tracts  in 
'^nlar  prescribed  sizes  and  shapes. 

Mr.  P.  said,  it  must,  be  thought,  be  perfectly 
apparent  to  every  one,  that  the  United  States,  if 
she  were  disposed  to  do  so,  never  can  realize  any 
thing  from  these  vacant  remnants  of  land.  It 
would  be  scarcely  practicable  for  her  to  survey 
and  designate  the  vacant  spots,  lying  aa  they  do 
in  scattered  pieces,  between  and  around  the 
linea  of  entered  lands ;  of  various  sizes  and  of 
all  imaginable  shapes.  The  United  States  never 
had  a  land  office  in  the  State  of  Tennessee,  and 
he  submitted  it  to  the  committee,  if  one  were 
now  established  there,  and  it  were  pracUcable 
to  bring  these  scattered  remnants  of  land  into 
market,  whether  they  wonld  de&ay  the  ex- 
penses of  laying  the  country  off  into  townshipa 

'    ictjona ;  of  sorveying  the  vacant  spots,  so 
..  distinguish  them  from  the  appropriated 
lands,  and  bringing  them  into  nutrket  in  the 
manner  the  United  States  dispose  of  all  their    ■ 
public  lands. 

It  might  then  be  asked,  if  this  be  the  case, 
why  does  Tennessee  desire  to  obtain  them, 
if  they  are  of  no  value  t  Sitnated  as  they  are^ 
to  the  United  States,  can  they  be  of  any  to 
Tennessee  ?  The  answer  was  an  obvious  one. 
Tennessee  had  her  land  offices  already  estab- 
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lished  in  the  countcj.    Her  Bairejors 
poMesdon  of  the  records  of  aU  Uie  appro- 
priated Unda ;  tliej  liad  an  inttmate  knowledge 

of  what  remained  vacant.  The  State  wonld, 
therefore^  withont  inonrmg  anj  additional  ei- 
penses,  if  the  lands  were  relinqnished  to  her, 
direct  her  aorrejorB,  instead  of  reoeiTing  entries 
on  warrantB,  as  the?  had  heretofore  done,  to 
receive  entries  at  a  low  and  a  fixed  price,  to  be 
paid  into  tbe  office  at  the  time  of  entry  oj  the 
enterers.  In  this  way  the  owners  of  small 
farms  wonld  probably  enter  the  aborning  lands, 
for  the  timber,  io).  In  a  few  cases,  poor  per- 
sons, rending  on  these  re^e  lands,  might  be 
enabled  to  Beoar«  homes  for  themselveB  and 
fiiinilies.  Tennessee  was  pledged,  if  the  land 
were  relinqnished  to  her,  to  appropriate  the  pro- 
ceeds aristng  from  them  to  the  purpose  of  edn- 
catioo. 

Si-tusDAY,  April  SO. 
Ohm  ^  Siehard  H.  WOde. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  P.  P.  Babbovs,  the  House 
resolved  itMlf  into  a  Committee  of  the  Whole, 
Mr.  CoNDiCT  in  the  ohur,  on  the  bill  from  the 
Senate,  entitled  "  A  hill  to  anthorize  the  can- 
celling of  a  bond  therein  mentioned." 

To  this  bill,  the  following  amendment  was 
moved  by  Mr.  Txylob,  of  New  York: 

"Strike  oat  alt  the  bill  eicept  the  eiucticg  ctaose, 

"  That,  for  the  purpose  of  refunding  to  Ricbud 
H.  Wilde  the  amonnt  he  has  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  thirty-nine  Africans,  parcel  of  the  cargo  of 
the  Spanish  vessel  called  the  Antelope,  or  Bamlrei, 
decreed  to  CuesU,  Uanucel,  and  Brothers,  Uie  sum 
of  (11,700  be,  and  the  same  Is  hereby  appropriated, 
to  be  paid  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury,  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  expended  ander  the 
dlrectioa  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury ;  Pro- 
vided, the  said  Richard  H.  WUde  ihaU  deliver  to  an 
agent  of  the  Colonisation  Society,  properly  author- 
ized to  receive  the  same,  the  said  Chirty-nine  Afti- 
cana,  or  the  survivors  thereof,  to  bc^  by  said  Soci- 
ety, removed  to  the  eoiocy  of  Liberia. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Tatlos  led  to  a  protract- 
ed and  warm  deltate,  in  which  the  following 
gentlemen  participated :  P.  P.  Basboub, 
Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  BpBaauK,  Oilvbb,  Tatlob, 
DwioBT,  WesMS,  and  Mebokb.  The  qnestion 
was  then  taken  on  the  proposed  amendment, 
and  ne^tived ;  ayes  39,  noes  99. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Basbottb  offered  an  amendment 
for  the  pnrpose  of  identifying  the  bond  referred 
to  in  the  bill,  which  was  adopted. 

The  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  the 
bill  with  an  amendment,  in  which  the  Honse 
oonoorred. 

Mr.  Tatlob  renewed,  in  the  Eoose,  the 
amendment  which,  as  above,  he'  had,  withont 
toooess,  proposed  in  the  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  and  reqmred  the  qnestion  thereon  to  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 


The  hUl  was  then  ordered  to  a  third  reaiiUng. 

UoKDAT,  April  28. 
Cau  of  Eiehard  S.   Wild*. 

The  bill  from  the  Senate,  entitled  "An  act  to 
anthorize  the  cancelling  of  a  certain  bond  there- 
in mentioned,"  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended. 

Mr.  Wooi>oocK  delivered  his  sentiments  it 
large  in  opposition  to  the  bill,  the  practical  ef- 
fect of  which,  he  insisted,  would  be,  to  add  S9 
more  to  the  nimiber  of  the  slavea  in  the  United 
States.  He  rensted  the  argument  that  the  bill 
was  required  by  motives  of  benevolence,  lit, 
on  the  ground  that,  if  the  consequence  would 
be  a  benefit  to  the  persona  concerned,  it  t*s 
not  the  province  of  Congress  to  go  hunting  into 
foreign  countries,  and  bring  their  slaves  into 
the  United  States  to  benefit  their  condition, 
(and  he  considered  the  retaining  of  foreign 
slaves,  who  wonld  otherwise  go  ont  of  tbe 
coontry,  as  the  same  thing;)  and  2d,  because 
the  laws  of  slavery  in  Qeorg;iawere  more  severe 
and  oppressive  than  even  the  laws  of  Cuba, 
whither  they  were  going:  in  confinnatioD  of 


which  position,  he  referred  to  the  lav 
bidding  slaves  to  be  taught  to  read;  forbidding 
them  to  marry  withont  the  assent  of  their  ma^ 
ters;  allowing  them  to  be  forcibly  Beparated 
from  their  wives  and  children;  and  refusing 
them  the  power  of  being  emancipated  on  the 
payment  of  their  assessed  valne.  He  had  all 
confidence  in  the  homanity  of  the  gentleman 
from. Georgia,  for  whose  benefit  the  bill  pro- 
videa  ;  but  lie  knew  notiuto  whose  bandsthese 
unfortunate  beings  might  afterwards  faU. 

Mr.  FoBT  briefly  explained  the  reasons  (Kta 
which  he  shonld  vote  against  tlie  bill — having 
ever  set  bis  face  agunst  increasing  the  number 
of  slaves  within  the  United  States. 
Mr.  BABTLETr  wished  to  nnderstaud  the 
linion  of  the  Ohurman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
_e  Judiciary  with  regard  to  two  points,  which 
be  held  to  be  important :  Ist^  whether  these 
AtHoans  wonld  be  sbves  by  law,  suppowng  li* 
present  bill  should  not  pass  t  And  2d,  whether 
there  was  any  immediate  necessity  for  a  deci- 


>nt 

Mr.  P.  P. 


BjjtBotTB  replied^  that,  in  hu 

judgment,  they  would  be  slaves  by  the  dewswn 
of  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the  United  Stales, 
whether  the  bill  passed  or  not.  And  as  to  the 
2d  point,  it  was  true  the  time  for  decision  had 
been  extended  by  the  Circuit  Court  of  Georgi* 
but  there  was  some  donbt  as  to  the  effect  and 
validity  of  that  decree.  The  time  first  limited 
was  sii  months,  and  that  time  wonld  veiy 
shortly  expire.  He  waived  all  discnsaon,  sJid 
implored  tne  House  to  consume  no  more  time, 
but  decide  promptiy  by  adopting  or  r^ectwg 
the  bill.  ■  . 

Mr.  Om.vs.rva  said  a  few  words  in  fevor  ol 


The  question  was  Uien  aocordingly  pot,  and    the  bill,  which  he  considered  as  goingto  we- 
llie  amendment  nqiatived  by  yeas  Gl,  luiys  lOS.  [  vent  these  people  from  being  torn  from  the 
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conaectiatis  they  had  formed  here,  and  being 
cankd  ftwar  into  b  still  more  M7ore  slavery. 

Si.  Spsaqus  wished  to  Me  the  origin&l  de- 
cree of  the  (Srcoit  Court  of  Gleoi^s,  that  he 
nuriitknow  its  iete,  conditioaa.  and  effect,  as 
to  dedvisg  them  iIatw.  He  did  not  now  nn- 
dentind  whether  the  failure  of  the  Spanieh 
diimint  to  embrace  the  conditiooi  of  toe  de- 
cree, woold  leSTS  thoee  peisons  in  serritDde  or 
not 

Itr.  BuBoOB  rwlied,  that  no  peters  had 
been  before  the  Jndiclftrr  Oonunittee  which 
the;  bid  not  laid  before  the  Hoose.    The  bond 
itadf  eontuned  a   redtal  of  the  decree, 
which  he  was  prepared  to  act. 

Mr.  SnAQVM  called  for  a  diviaion  of  the  qneo- 
tiM,  ud  it  was  accordingly  dividecL  and  pat 
first,  OD  Ninpl;  recommittmg  the  bill,  then  on 
reoommitting  it  with  the  instmctiona  proposed. 
Both  the  propodtiona  were  negativeiL  and  tbe 
qoeetioD  bm%  pat  on  the  pawage  of  the  "*' 
ammiieA,  it  was  decided— yeaa  93,  nsya 

So  tbe  bin  was  passed  and  retnmed 


Tdwdat,  April  29. 

4P*imtith  BratH. 

ne  fallowing  reatdation  yesterdaj  offered  bj 

Vt,  OaULTXB,  respecting  the  Affairs  between 

the  Uuted  Statea  and  Brazil,  waa  token  np  fur 


DEBATES  OP  CONGRESS. 

JJain  wHk  BranL 


"  RmM,  That  the  Preddent  be  reqnetted  i 
i»  to  this  Honae,  (onleas,  in  hia  opnioi 


tbe  eiigewiet  of  tbe  Om 


itihUit 


ko  be  kipi  eecivt,)  a  eopj  of  the  oorreapond- 
eiic«  between  oar  late  Cb«rg£  det  ASUrea  >t  the 
eoort  al  fimil  and  the  Braiiliui  GoTemmeQl,  in 
(datioato  the  alleged  blockade  bj  the  natal  force 
oT  tbe  nid  GoTemment,  of  uxj  put  of  tbe  coast  of 
the  Bienaa  Ajiean  Bepablic,  and  a  copy  of  the 
cem^eodeoce  between  tbe  add  Chug6  deiAf- 
fairea  end  his  0*11  ODTemment  on  the  mne  aabject. 
And,  abe,  a  copr  of  the  conesp«»idenoe  between 
oar  Mid  Chargi  des  AfllUres  and  tl)e  Ooremment  of 
Bno^  in  rebu^on  to  tbe  itDptiaonment  of  American 
ritiWMi  And  a  eopy  of  any  corraapondence  now 
eaflleinnlation  to  tbe  aaid  Cturgi  deeAffiires 
^Maafiog  hia  pa^orls  fron  the  sud  GoTemment, 
■adIlwcBBM  thereof  eioept  so  far  as  the  same 
aar  kare  been  hetetofere  commanicated. 

"And,  alao,  that  the  Preudent  be  requested  to 
naiBHuuBlu  to  this  Honae  anj  information  that 
■a;  bsTe  bean  reeeDll;  recuTcd  bj  the  GoTem- 
naot  eeoeeming  a  laper  blockade  of  the  whole 
tew  of  die  BnenM  Ajrean  Bepoblic  by  the  Got- 
BiBiaat  of  Bia;d,  and  tlie  consequent  embarraae- 
wet  to  Aneriean  oonnnerca.  And,  alto,  to  com- 
"■      a  what  measniea  h>Te  been 


taken  by  ttia  QoremmeDt  rince  the  Ute  Chargi  dea 
Aba  left  the  Cowt  of  BraiO,  to  eonnterrail  the 
X«il  iTSten  of  Uoekade  attempted  to  be  enfbrced. 


Kr.  Etxsxr  obseired,  that  he  was  not  aore 


[H.  o»  B. 

that  he  had  on  inannnountahle  olfjeotion  to  the 
adoption  of  this  resolntlon ;  be  woold  not,  at 
least,  express  the  poaitdve  opinion,  that  it  ought 
not  to  pass,  till  be  had  beard  theeiplonation  of 
the  gentleman  who  moved  it  as  to  the  views 
wbidi  had  indnoed  him  to  bring  It  forward, 
Bnt  it  was  his  daty,  as  a  member  of  tbe  Oom- 
mittee  of  Foreign  Affkirs,  to  aay  a  word  on  the 
snl^eotof  the  reaolutdon,  BO  far  as  it  covered  the 
same  groond  with  other  resotntions,  which  have 
been  before  tbe  House  this  winter,  in  reference 
to  this  branch  of  the  Foreign  Affiiira  of  the 
oonntry.  In  answer  to  a  resolution,  which  Ur. 
E.  himself  had  had  the  honor  to  sabmit  to  tbe 
Honse,  a  commnoioation  had  some  time  ainoa 
been  received  from  the  Department  of  State, 
contMning  the  correspondence  between  the  Eep- 
reeentative  of  the  Branlian  Qovemment  and 
the  Secretary  of  State,  on  a  portion  of  the  sab- 
ject  of  the  present  resolntion.  That  answer, 
ne  believed  he  might  say,  was  satisfactory. 
The  gentleman  now  asks  for  information  as  to 
the  measores  which  have  been  adopted  by  this 
Qovemment,  to  procnre  a  redress  for  the  wrongs 
inflicted  on  onrdtisens  by  persons  acting  nnder 
Braidlian  authority.  By  the  coDunnoicatioa 
from  the  Department  of  State  referred  to,  it 
will  appear  that,  after  the  retom  of  Ur.  Eagnet. 
before  the  Executive  Government  of  tbe  United 
States  would  consent  to  nominate  a  snocessor, 
thay  received,  from  the  Representative  of  the 
Brazilian  Government,  an  official  assurance, 
that  full  indemnity  would  be  made  by  the  Bra- 
silian  Government  for  any  wrong  which  ahoold 
be  shown  to  have  been  done  to  an  American 
citiien,  in  bis  rights  or  property.  Thia,  anrely, 
was  all,  which,  in  tliat  stage  of  the  {insiness, 
could  be  asked.  Having  received  this  as- 
surance, the  Exeontive  of  the  Unitod  States, 
nominated  a  new  Ohai^  dee  Afthires  to  BradL 
It  seemed  to  Ur.  E.  prematnre,  to  ask  what  he 
had  done  to  call  for  bia  instmctiona  or  bis  pro- 
ceedings npon  them.  Ur.  E.  was  not  aware 
of  the  exiatenoe  of  any  reason  for  supposing 
that  be  had  not 'done  all  that  could  be  done ; 
and  that  that  Qovemment  wonld  faithfully  re- 
deem its  pledge.  It  was  certunly  nnosad,  he 
mi^ht  Bay  unexampled,  to  interpoae  a  call  for 
information,  rektiTetoan^^tintion,atBO  early 
a  stage,  nnless  circomstancea  existed  to  awaken 
a  sn.ipicion  of  neglect  U  the  honorable  mover 
of  this  resolution  would  revert  to  the  commnni- 
cation  of  the  Department  of  State,  referred  to, 
he  might,  perhaps,  find  it  satisfactory,  and  be 
ioduoM^  at  present,  not  to  press  his  resolution. 
Ur.  OouLTKB  said  he  certainly  did  not 
oSer  the  resolntion  now  nnder  conrideration, 
without  having  examined  the  correapondMioe 
between  Ur.  Itebello,  the  Bra^lian  Onaig^  dea 
AfiUres,  and  the  Secretary  of  State,  transmitted 
to  thia  House,  in  anawer  to  a  call  upon  the 
Preeident  upon  that  snljeoL  and  to  which  his 
attention  had  been  invited  by  tiie  honorable 
Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Forrign  Bela- 
tions.  This  correspondence  (sud  Ur,  0.)  does 
not  meet  or  satisfy  any  of  tne  inqoiries  now 
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proposed  to  be  put  to  the  Execntiva  branch  of 
the  GoverDment,  nor  does  it  give  tliat  infor- 
mation to  this  House  and  the  OBition,  and  witb- 
oat  eliciting  vhich,  Congress  oonldnotaiiyonrn, 
and  bejost  to  the  high  duties  devolve^  apon  it 
by  the  existing  posture  of  affaire.  The  honor- 
able chairman  misapprehends  tnj  design;  or, 
perhaps,  I  have  not  been  Bo  fortunate  as  to 
point  my  resolution  with  sufBcient  preoimon  to 
render  my  views  definite.  It  was  not  within 
the  scope  of  my  intention  to  dbtnrb  the  progress 
of  any  pending  negotiation,  in  relation  to  Uiese 
topics  with  the  Government  of  Brazil ;  or,  if 
such  negotiation  exists,  to  impede  its  progress 
to  a  snccessfal  issue,  by  ascertuning  at  what 
stage  it  is  now.  My  object  is  to  know  officially 
what  the  Executive  branch  of  the  Qovemment 
has  done  to  disembarrass  iJie 
conntry,  redress  the  wrongs  of  its  citizens,  and 
assert  the  dignity  of  the  Government,  If  a 
Keprescntative  was  despatched  to  Kio,  with  all 
oonvenient  haste,  one  branch  of  the  in^niry 
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s  branch  at  the  , 

red,  and  answered  to  my  satisfac- 
tion. But  the  very  indncement  for  making  the 
inquiry,  is  a  belief  resting  on  my  mind,  that, 
for  one  year,  we  have  been  nnrepresented  at 
the  Court  of  Brazil,  during  which  time  flagrant 
invasions  of  our  neutral  rights  have  been  com- 
mitted by  authority  of  that  Government;  and 
the  promise  g^ven  by  Mr.  Rebello,  that  jnstice 
should  be  done  to  our  injured  citizens,  was 
scarcely  filed  among  onr  archives,  nntil  new 
and  continued  oppressions  were  infiicted  upon 
onr  citizens.  I  will  state  my  reasons  for  this  be- 
lief, I  do  not  assume  to  be  particularly  connect' 
ed  with  the  mercantile  interest  of  the  country, 
or  claim  to  represent  that  interest  on  this  fioor, 
further  than  every  gentleman  may  he  supposed 
to  feel  concerned  for  every  branch  of  the  pop- 
ulation and  wealth  of  the  Union.  My  attention 
was  first  attracted  to  the  subject,  irom  an  ac- 

2aaintauce,  formed  years  unce,  with  tlie  late 
!harg£  des  Affaires,  whom  I  met  at  this  place, 
and  for  whose  talents  and  integrity  I  had,  and 
have,  the  highest  estimation.  I  felt  a  strong 
sympathy  for  o  gentleman  thrown  into  embar- 
rassment by  his  zeal  fo  the  interests  of  his 
suffering  countrymen,  and  his  devotion  to  the 
dignity  and  honor  of  his  conntry.  Perhaps  a 
mistaken  zeal  and  devotion.  But  I  wished  the 
veil  to  be  removed,  and  that  we  might  all  see 
the  cause  of  his  words  and  actions.  After, 
however,  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Relations 
had  given  the  quietut  to  his  case,  and  doomed 
his  complunts,  real  or  imakioafyt  to  the  rest  of 
oblivion,  I  felt  no  more  uian  (rtbers,  upon  a 
conoern,  which  had,  of  conrse,  occupied  the 
attention  of  that  committee.  Within  a  few 
days,  however,  I  saw,  in  the  pubUc  papers,  a 
manifesto,  or  protest,  of  twenty-seven  Amer- 
ican shipmaaters,  and  owners  of  that  number 
of  vessels,  which  are  now  detdned  in  the  port 
of  Monte  Video,  without  having  offended  against 
any  principle  of  public  or  maritime  law.  As 
this  protest  may  not  have  met  the  eye  of  every  I 
member,  I  will  refer  to  its  general  oontents.  | 


By  a  decree  of  the  Emperor,  dated  in  Septem- 
ber last,  after  the  pledge  given,  at  this  coital, 
in  the  Spring,  all  vessels  then  in  tihe  ports  of 
that  province,  were  compelled  to  enter  into 
competent  bonds,  not  to  sul  to  any  port  of  the 
Republic  of  Buenos  Ayres.  Thus  establishing 
a  paper  blockade  of  the  whole  coast  of  that  Re- 
public, in  its  most  obnoxious  form :  for,  if  a 
real  blockade  existed,  why  the  necesnty  of  tak- 
ing these  bonds,  that  vessels  would  not  do  that 
which  they  could  not  do!  It  would  multiply 
the  chance  of  rapacity.  Many  of  these  ships 
went  into  this  port  lookingfor  a  market,  others 
were  taken  for  an  alleged  attempt  to  elude  the 
blockade  of  the  Buenos  Ayrean  coast;  and 
others  sought  the  hospitality  of  the  port  in  dis- 
tress. A  hospitality  never  violated  or  refosed 
to  the  sons  of  the  sea,  among  civilized  natjons. 
Under  such  circnm  stances,  the  masters  and 
owners  published  their  protest  against  the  in- 
flictions thus  heaped  upon  American  dtizena. 
It  is  an  appeal  to  their  countrymen  at  home. 
As  it  is  not  authenticated  by,  or  addressed  to, 
a  Representative  of  the  American  Government 
at  Brazil,  I  infer,  that,  on  the  day  of  its  date, 
11th  Januaiy,  1828,  no  such  ftmctionary  was  at 
the  Court  of  Rio  de  Janeiro — almost  a  year  af- 
ter, the  late  Charg£  des  Affures,  influenced  by 
a  hich  feeling  for  indignities  offered  tohisoomi- 
try,  had  terminated  his  mission  at  that  court. 
The  first  trace  1  find  of  the  history  of  the  in- 
juries )nflict«d  upon  our  commerce,  by  this  na- 
,  is  a  paper,  signed  by  the  entire  Delega- 
of  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated  Feb- 
ruary, 1827,  shortly  after  news  had  reached 
this  country  of  the  war  between  Braul  and 
Buenos  Ayres,  and  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  urging  the  propriety  of  sending  a 
considerable  Naval  force  into  the  a^acent  seaa, 
for  the  purpose  of  protectJos  th*  American 
commerce  which  must  fioat  there.  A  similar 
application  was  made  by  the  reapeetivo  Cham- 
bers of  commerce  of  Philadelphia  and  Balli- 

These  persons  seemed  to  have  anticipated, 
with  great  accuracy,  the  efibcts  of  the  rapacity 
and  cupidity,  and,  I  may  say,  insolence  (for  I 
think  not  a  little  insolence  has  been  displayed 
towards  this  Government)  of  the  Braziliana. 
In  his  annual  message  to  Gongrees,  in  1826,  the 
President  stated,  that  our  relations  with  tlie 
South  American  Governments  were  friendly, 
and  improving,  although  many  of  the  acgres- 
uons  were  committed  before  that  period,  and 
the  alleged  blockade  of  the  river  La  Plata  waa 
in  force.  Commodore  Lobo,  with  parade  and 
menace,  bore  down  upon  Capt,  EUiott,  with  a 
Aill  knowledge  of  his  character,  and  whilst  tliQ 
American  flag  was  fiying.  He  ibund,  however, 
that  he  had  mistaken  his  opponent's  character, 
at  least,  if  not  his  own.  Our  Kaval  Officers 
are  not  accustomed  to  let  the  character  of  a 
service,  which  their  deeds  has  iBuatrat«i,  suf- 
fer, for  want  of  that  manliness  and  spirit  which 
the  nation  looks  for  from  them,  if  not  ttora  all 
who  represent  its  national  charaDt«r. 
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The  treadnent  afforded  by  this  GorernmeDt 
lo  our  Cbargfi  d'Affiilres  was  hucIi  m  to 
indoee  bim  toUlce  ■  Terf  extraordin&iy  oonrse, 
netlj  met  with  in  the  historj  of  Diplomsc;. 
But  eta  ire  not  imagine  circumstances  that 
VDdld  justify  sadi  a  slept  No  individna] 
ooglit  U>  pennit  continued  mdignity  to  the  Sa- 
tioul  Sorereignty  of  this  Republic,  in  liis  per- 
xn.  If  the  coarse  taken  by  uie  indtvidnal  was 
the  effect  of  an  impatient,  or  tretfid  temper,  at 
the  i!l-«acc«ss  of  his  representations,  he  coold 
not  be  ipproved  or  Jostified,  The  President 
uji,  the  oondnct  was  not  disapproved  by  him. 
We  are  not,  therefore,  at  liberty  to  presome 
(bit  it  was  merely  whimsical  or  capricious.  It 
mold,  than,  be  hi^y  satiafactory  to  this  na- 
tion lo  have  th«  means  of  jadging  for  them- 
■elTcs,  whether  this  aorel  et«p,  taken  by  one 
wbo  repTCBcnted  their  dignity,  was  justiBed  by 
the  occanon  or  not.  On  t^  this  enbject,  we 
wish  for  all  that  light  and  information,  which 
the  arciuTes  of  onr  Government  can  furnish. 
Because^  altfaoogh  it  is  highly  satisfitctory  to 
know  tW  the  Gbief  Uagistrat«  did  not  disap- 
pTvre  of  the  proceedings  of  oar  Envoy,  yet  the 
latiiMUl  liOflor  is  not  reposited  eiclnsively  in 
bis  boaom.  I  ask  for  light,  on  a  matter  that 
may  iaaaA  the  sapervisory  action  of  CoDgreas. 
¥t  know,  from  the  current  news  of  the  times, 
that  oor  Minister  was  iaanlt«d,  or  conceived 
himself  to  be  so,  by  the  Government  of  Brazil : 
that  they  attempted  to  dishonor  onr  national 
Sag ;  that  they  have  pushed  on  a  system  of  pa- 
per blockade,  contrary  to  the  law  of  nations ; 
taken  our  merchaDdise,  and  maltreated  our  sea- 
mea;  'and  that  the  cargoes  of  twenty-seven 
ships,  owned  by  American  oitiiens,*  and  navi- 
gated by  American  seamen,  are  now  detained, 
coQtnry  to  the  law  of  nations.  Have  we  not, 
then,  a  right  to  know  what  has  been  done,  to 
ledreas  tMse  wrongs  by  the  Eiecnbve  branch 
of  lh«  Government  t 

It  is  cnriona  to  observe,  that,  in  the  eorre- 
■pondence  between  Hr.  Rebello  and  the  Becre- 
Ury  of  State,  the  first  demand  of  the  Brazilian 
it,  that  tepsration  shall  be  made  to  his  Qovem- 
nmt,  for  an  insnlt  offered  in  the  sadden  depar- 
tsre  of  Mr.  Bagnet;  that  our  Government 
ituQ  disapprove  of  ICr.  Ragaet's  oondaot  in 
vrhiiig,  and  appoint  a  sacoeaeor ;  who  will  be 
f«rii*d  with  the  respect  dne  to  his  character. 
The  whole  affair  is  quietly  settled,  and  closed 
Dp,  before  onr  own  nnfortnnate  Minister  is 
heard  or  seen,  althoagh  at  this  very  date,  and 
some  dajB  l>efor«,  he  had  landed  at  New  York. 
bn,  alu,  notwithstanding  the  soft  words  of 
Mr.  B^ello,  a  constant  scene  of  aggression  has 
been  going  on  ever  since  upon  oar  commerce. 
The  oatian  wished  to  know,  ofBcially,  what  is 
the  state  of  tfao  controTersr;  how  far  the 
BruQiaa  Government  has  advanced  her  pre- 
(nNou  on  the  sabject  of  paper  blockade,  and 
bow  far  onr  Government  bu  acceded.  It  is 
oat  only  the  right  of  this  Honse,  bnt  it  is  ita 
iinperalivc  dnty  to  know,  how  &r  onr  citizens, 
tBgaged  in  commeroc^  receive  that  protection 
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from  the  Government,  to  secure  which,  was  one 
of  the  great  ends  of  the  oonstitntion.  And  it 
surely  £>es  not  wear  the  color  of  assumption  in 
,  us,  who  have  contended  SDCceGsfolly  for  the 
trident  with  the  former  mistress  of  tbe  ocean, 
to  maintun  that  it  shall  not  be  rendered  useless 
or  powerless,  in  onr  grasp,  byone  of  the  new 
Governments  of  the  Soutn.  When  man  is  at 
home,  in  the  midst  of  his  frieudH,  and  suirouail- 
ed  by  accustomed  scenes,  he  bears  misfortune 
with  firmness.  The  very  consoionsness  that  he 
treads  upon  the  soil  of  his  country,  nerves  bia 
resolntion,  and  carries  consolation  to  his  bosom. 
But,  when  he  is  in  a  land  of  strangers,  and  seas 
roll  between  him  and  his  home,  it  is  then  that 
he  looks  for  protection  to  tbe  moral  greatness 
and  nhyaical  power  of  his  Government.  It  ia 
then  ne  heaves  tbe  rigb,  when  his  country  for- 
sakes him,  and  denies  that  aasistanoe,  which  it 
is  the  first  end  of  all  Governments  to  secure, 
I  hope  the  resolution  will  pass. 

Mr.  EvsBETT  replied  as  follows :  I  will  not 
attempt,  Mr.  Speaker,  an  elaborate  answer  to 
the  gentleman,  on  the  several  topics  at  which 
he  has  glanced.  But  it  is  ^y  duty  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Aff^rs,  and  to  the  House,  to 
make  one  or  two  suggestions  on  the  subject. 
And,  first,  I  mast  say  a  word  in  reply  to  the 
remark  of  the  gentleman  toAching  a  matter  not 
immediately  involved  in  his  resolution.  He 
saya,  tbe  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  gave 
the  quietut  to  the  complaints  of  Mr.  Bogoet, 
and  doomed  them  to  obUvion.  Sir,  it  is  quite 
a  fair  account  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Com- 
mittee of  Foreign  Affaira,  on  that  subject. 
How  did  they  give  tbe  qnUtvt  to  Mr.  Raguet's 
complaints  I  By  an  ample  and  decided  vindi- 
cation of  his  character,  touching  the  sabject- 
matter  of  those  complaints.  What  were  his 
complaints?  They  were,  that  his  character 
had  been  traduced  by  a  foreign  journalist; 
that,  in  a  gazette,  published  at  Bio  de  Janeiro, 
and  said  (Justly  for  aught  I  know)  to  ei\joy  the 
confidence  of  the  Brazilian  Government,  he 
had  been  accused  of  conduct  unbecoming  a  man 
of  probity  and  honor.  What  was  the  quUtiu 
which  the  Committee  of  Foreign  Affairs  gave 
to  Mr.  Raguet's  complaint  of  these  charges) 
They  reported  that  they  believed  them  un- 
founded and  libellous ;  without  a  shadow  of 
truth  \  that  his  character  was  nnimpeached ; 
that  the  Executive  Government  of  his  own 
country  bad  not  disapproved  his  conduct, 
which  they  believed  had  been  actuated  by 
honest  and  patriotic  motives ;  and  that  the 
libellous  aspersions  of  an  anonymous  foreign 
jonmallst  were  beneath  the  notice  of  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  What  other  quietv* 
could  tbe  gentleman  wish  to  be  given  to  a 
charge  against  a  friend,  a  conslitueut,  or  a  fbl- 
low-citizen  t 

With  regard  to  the  other  and  more  Im- 
portant point— the  expediency  of  moving  the 
resolution  at  this  time — the  gentleman  has  pur- 
sued a  fi^r  and  pariiamentary  course.  If  it  can 
be  made  oat  that  the  Government  of  the  Dnited 
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StAtae  is  not  represented  at  the  Court  of  Bnml ; 
and  if  there  is  a  good  reason  to  apprehend  that 
the  ExecDtive  has  neglected  his  Autj  to  the  cit- 
izetm  of  the  country,  snffering  in  that  quarter, 
it  is  then  nnquestionably  not  merely  the  right, 
but  the  bounden  duty  of  the  House,  to  call  the 
President  to  accoont  for  so  stranee  sod  gross  a 
neglect.  What  is  the  proof  which  the  gentle- 
man addnces  of  this  fact)  A  protest  of  the 
American  ciUzens  injurionsly  detuned  at  Moute 
Video,  by  the  operation  of  the  Brazilian  laws ; 
which  protest  is  addressed  to  their  coQntrjmien 
at  home,  and  not  to  any  Bepreaeutative  of  the 
American  Oovemmeot,  at  the  Oourt  of  Brazil. 
From  this  a^nment,  the  gentleman  infers,  that 
the  GoTenuneut  of  the  United  States  la  nn- 
represent«d  there,  and  is  not  taking  the  proper 
measures  to  proonre  indemnity  to  our  citizens 
for  the  losses  they  have  suffered.  8ir,  is  this  a 
satisfactory  (upunent  t  It  is  matter  of  pub- 
licity, that  a  suooesBor  to  Mr.  Baguet  was  ap- 
pointed last  year,  a  gentleman  then  American 
Oonial  at  lima,  a  remote  place,  to  which  intel- 
ligence of  the  appointment  wonld  tie  long  in  ar- 
riving, and  from  which,  also,  it  would  t^e  him 
a  considerable  time  to  reach  the  place  of  his 
destination.    Be  did,  however,  accept  the  ap- 


that  the  negotiation  will  not  be  pursued  by  bim 
to  a  BucoesBinl  issue. 

The  gentleman  has  referred  to  a  passage  in 
the  Uessage  of  the  President  at  the  opening  of 
the  last  s^slon  of  Congress,  ^parently  to  sup- 
port the  intimation,  that  the  Executive  was  in- 
different to  the  illegal  oourse  which  had  been 
pursued  by  the  Government  of  Brazil.  It  is 
true,  that,  in  the  passage  in  the  Message  to 
which  the  gentleman  referred,  the  President 
remarks,  in  general  terms,  that  amicable  rela- 
tions subsisted  between  the  United  States  and 
the  new  American  Governments.  But,  in 
Brother  passage,  in  the  same  Uessage,  the  Pres- 
ident putionlarly  mentions  the  unwarrantable 
Srinciples  of  blockade,  assumed  by  the  Brazilian 
lovemment,  and  the  resistance  made  to  those 
principles  by  our  naval  officers;  and  that  Mes- 
sage was  accompanied  hj  the  correspondence 
of  our  naval  officers  on  that  station. 

[Here  Mr.  £.  quoted  the  passage  to  that  ef- 
fect in  the  message  at  the  opening  of  the  second 
sesuon  of  the  19tn  Oongress.] 

The  gentleman  reverted  to  the  procedure  of 
the  late  Oharg^  d'Afikirea,  in  demanding  his 
passports  and  returning,  and  had  intimated  that 
the  people  ought  to  know  whether  his  motives 
were  commendable.  But  as  far  as  the  Execu- 
tive is  ooocemed,  they  are  (sa  we  are  told  in 
the  Message  at  the  opening  of  this  session)  not 
disapproved  ;  they  are  stated  to  have  been,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  President,  honorable  and 
Dotnotic.  What  canse,  then,  is  there  to  de- 
fend, further,  what  no  one  impugns  I  The  gen- 
tleman B^d,  very  truly,  the  Executive  is  not 
the  sole  depository  of  the  honor  of  the  country. 
Certaioly  not,  sir,  and  if  ever  a  case  present  it- 


self^ where  the  President  shall  fail  to  vindicate 
it,  this  House  b  the  place  where  it  ought  to  be, 
and  will  be  asserted  and  vindicated.  I  have  do 
fear  that  this  House  will  not  do  its  dnty.  Bnt 
has  not  the  Executive  done  its  duty  too  t  It  is 
true,  as  the  gentleman  states,  Mr.  Rebello  asked 
of  Mr.  Clay  an  expression  uT  dis^probation  of 
Mr.  Bagnet's  conduct,  and  what  was  Mr.  Clay'g 
answer  ?  Sir,  it  was  in  short  tennsy  that  Mr. 
Baguet  "  was  accountable  to  his  own  Govern- 
ment, and  that  only."  Kor  did  the  Executive 
of  the  United  States  consent  to  nominate  a  suc- 
cessor to  Mr.  Baguet,  till  the  Bepresentative  of 
the  Brazilian  Government  had  siven  an  as- 
snrance,  not  merely  that  he  shontd  be  received 
with  the  consideration  due  to  his  official  char- 
acter, but  that  indemnity  and  atonement  shoold 
be  made  for  past  injuries. 

[The  discossion  was  here  arrested  by  the  ex- 
piration of  the  hour  allotted  to  resolntions.] 

Land  Claimt  tn  Termatee. 

The  Honae  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Poix, 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  Mut- 
■nif  in  the  ohair,  and  proceeded  to  the  consid- 
eration of  the  bill  to  autiiorize  the  State  of 
Tennessee  to  issue  srants  and  perfect  titles  to 
certain  lands  thereu  described,  and  to  settle 
the  claims  to  the  vacant  and  unappropriated 
lands  within  the  same,  passed  on  the  IBlh  of 
April,  1806. 

Mr.  Looks,  after  quoting  exteoMvely  from  the 
report  of  the  committee,  examined  the  teati- 
rnooy  which  had  been  given  by  the  aurveyora 
of  Tennessee,  which,  he  contended,  was  not 
dehnite,  contained  mere  matter  of  opinion,  and 
ought  to  be  received  with  caution,  as  being,  in 
a  great  measure,  of  an  ei  parte  character,  lie 
^prehended  that  the  quantity  of  the  land  was 
greater  than  many  gentiemen-  supposed ;  and 
must  amount  to  little,  if  any  thing,  short  of  four 
millions  of  acres.  He  objected  to  the  principle 
and  policy  of  the  bill,  and  thought  it  better 
that  the  House  should  defer  acting  upon  it  until 
fuller  and  more  definite  evidence  ahoold  be  be- 
fore them, 

Mr.  Obookbtt  said  it  was  with  the  greatest 
diffidence  that  he  rose  to  addreas  the  committee. 
Did  I  not  (said  Mr.  0.)  consider  it  due  to  my- 
self to  my  constituents,  and  to  the  honorable 
committee  from  whom  this  bill  was  reported, 
I  con  assure  you  I  ^ould  not  hazard  a  single 
remark.  But  in  discharge  of  my  duty  to  each,  I 
feel  myself  compelled  to  submit  a  statement  of 
such  foots  as  have  faUen  within  my  own  obser- 
vation ;  and  for  which  I  am  willing  to  be  con- 
sidered re^onsible.  I  am  inclined  to  think 
that  no  individual  whatever,  knows  better  than 
myself  the  situation  of  the  section  of  country  to 
which  the  bill  under  oonsideration  reli^ea. 
Snre  I  am,  that  no  gentleman  here  oan  nnder- 
stand  it  ao  well^  aa  I  presume  no  one  has  trav- 
ersed it,  or  resided  there.  I,  sir,  have  been  & 
resident  within  the  boundary,  for  ten  years ; 
and,  from  the  nature  of  my  engagementa,  have 
had  ntimerona  and  ample  c^portunities  of  be- 
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Kouug  p«rfecU7  scqnunted  vith  its  Tslne,  u 
iT«n  uits  TarioiiB  ftdvantaEefl  and  duadTAat«gea 
at  Hol,  cjimato,  and  eitnatioD. 

Before  I  prooe«d  to  give  a  general  description 
at  tlw  qulitj  of  Uie  land,  the  oeesion  of  which 
issmg&t  b;  the  State  of  TennaBsee,  it  should 
be  lemaiked,  that  the  State  whose  intereat  I 
alTocite,  hu  a  legal  cl^m  apon  the  General 
Geraamuit,  for  about  430,000  acres  of  land. 
Tbra  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the 
Onited  States  its  territorj  Ijing  within  the 


tlie  United  States  ahonld  satdefy  ail  the  mUitarr 
bod  Ttnanls  for  which  that  State  was  bonnd. 


iud  wimiiti,  ihe  Bhortld  he  entitled  to 
eedioEi  of  land  in  each  township,  for  the  par- 
poses  of  edocatioii.  In  pnrmumce  of  this  agree- 
ment; TenDegsee  did  satufjr  the  warrants  before 
■potsD  o£  IVy  were  laid  npoo  the  b^  land, 
often  npon  bnt  small  traota,  oiscarding  such  as 
was  nnfit  fiw  cnltJTatioii,  leaving  none  except 
the  reflue  land,  and  that  so  mntilated,  as  to 
fraent  almost  orerj-  Imaginable  form  and 
IigiiTS.  B;  this  means,  it  was  rendered  uttorl; 
iDpwsUe  for  Oongress  to  complf  with  the 
o^insl  nulNvtandinK,  or  to  lay  ont  for  Ten- 
Mssee  a  foil  section  <»^latid  suitable  for  onltiva- 
lioo,  in  any  (me  of  the  townships.  It  is,  sir, 
from  the  act  of  Congress  before  aUaded  to,  that 
my  caleaUtion  is  made,  relative  to  the  extent 
(rf  oar  cltim,  which  yet  remains  noaatisfled.  I 
saj  mtHtided,  because  we  have  received,  say 
90,000  acre^  in  part  discharge  of  yonr  promise. 
The  obligation,  ilr.  Churman,  on  the  part  of 
CoD^reM,  was  entered  into  for  a  most  noble  and 
donoiu  pmpoee.  It  was,  in  the  drat  ptaoe,  to 
diichai^  debts  which  bad  for  forty  years  been 
due  to  oor  soldierB ;  and  secondly,  to  advance 
ths  eaaw  of  learning,  bj  erecting  and  dedi- 
e^ng  tranples,  to  at  least  tie  rudiments  of 
Kiaree,  in  onr  western  wilderness.  We  do  not 
wiA  to  be  viewed  in  the  attitnde  of  bivgars, 
when  we  ask  for  the  benefits  of  this  bilfj  no, 
^,  we  ask  it  not  as  a  donation,  we  claim  it  as 
a  matter  of  right.  But  I  mnst  proceed  to  speak 
ft  the  Ntnation  and  value  of  the  land  which  we 
Kek  to  obtain.  The  gentleman  &om  Massa- 
chnKtii  (Xr.  Looxi)  estimates  its  lowest 
valne  at  12^  cents  per  acre.  In  tMs  estimate, 
Br,  thit  sentleman  is  astonishingly  wide  of  the 
■trfc.  Iitate  it,  and  npon  this snbjeot  T  speak 
sdvisedly,  that  more  perlu^  than  200,000  acres 
rftUi  very  land,  would  not  command  one  cent 
ptf  acre.  It  is  moontfunons  and  poor,  and 
™a  a  combination  of  oirdunstancea  forbids 
the  idea  of  its  ever  being  populated.  It  may 
t>t  repHedj  that  it  most  to  some  extent  be 
lined  for  its  timber.  This  arenment  may  have 
*ana  we^t  with  those  who  nave  been  raised 
in  towns  and  ciUea,  where  timber  is  not  only 
a  danaDd,  bnt  ooetly;  bat  in  the  aeotion  oi 


weight.  For,  sir,  instead  of  wishing  more  tim- 
ber on  oor  land,  we  wonld  ^adly  avul  our> 
selves  of  some  invention,  to  wish  a  considerable 
qoantity  of  it  otl^  with  leas  labor.  It  is  useful 
for  one  thing,  and  for  one  only ;  it  affords  us 
mast  for  onr  hogs,  and  range  for  our  horses  and 
cattle.  Before  gentlemen  arrive  at  the  concln- 
sion  that  this  Iwid  is  valuable,  they  should  re- 
fleot,  that  since  the  year  1789,  the  whole  ex- 
tent has  been  open,  to  be  culled  by  sndi  aa  had 
warrants  to  locate,  or  entries  to  make.  From 
this  oircnmatance  it  would  be  reasonable  to 
conclude,  Uiat  saoh  parts  as  were  worth  locating, 
had  already  been  settled  or  secured. 

East  of  the  Tennessee  Biver  the  country  is 
mountunous  and  rocky,  with  large  tracts  of  ter- 
ritory, which,  as  I  have  before  a^d,  never  can 
be  settled.  Tme  it  is,  there  are  streams  whit^ 
nm  through  it  affording  narrow  bottoms, 
which  are  thickly  settled ;  these,  however,  are 
beyond  your  control,  being  the  property  of  oo- 
cupants ;  but  on  the  west  side  or  the  river,  the 
face  of  the  country  and  qnaiUy  of  the  soil  are 
different ;  here  you  get  rid  of  the  rocks,  bnt 
you  enter  a  poor,  barren  country,  almost  as  un- 
dedrable  as  the  other.  In  this,  as  in  the  upper 
section,  the  valoable  spota  which  are  frei^nently 
very  small,  are  already  located ;  and  it  was 
with  a  view  to  secure  these,  that  the  size  of 
warrants  was  varied  by  law,  from  8  to  S,O0O 
acres.  The  low  grounds  or  bottonis,  contiguooi 
to  the  streams  in  this  western  division,  are  f^e- 
quently  from  one  to  two  miles  in  width ;  but  an 
important  reason  why  they  neither  are,  nor  oan 
be  valuable,  is  found  In  this,  to  wit,  that  they 
are  usually  innndatAd,  This  I  know  to  be  fiuit 
nersouBlly ;  having  often  rowed  a  canoe  from 
nill  to  hilL  I  nrge  the  propriety  of  tbia 
measure,  sir,  upon  another  ground ;  it  is.  that 
many  of  onr  citizens,  who  eneountored  the 
early  fatignes  and  privations  of  that  country, 
are  still  without  homes.  They  had  seated 
themselves  npon  some  little  spot,  looking  for- 
ward to  the  tmio  at  which  they  oonld  tnake  it 
their  own.  Bnt  they  had  larse  families  to  toil 
for :  the  price  of  land  was  high,  and  many  of 
them  have  seen  their  little  funis,  which  had 
afforded  bread  for  their  children,  taken  from 
them  by  warrants  heid  in  hands  more  fortunate 
than  their  own.  To  this  they  have  submitted, 
and  submitted  without  a  mnrmnr.  But  in  the 
midst  of  their  homble  submiasion  they  have 
not  ceased  to  look  up  to  Coogresa  as  <duldreD 
woold  to  a  parent,  for  asustance  and  proteo- 
tion.  The^  have  fondly  looked  forward  to  tiie 
period  which  would  enable  them,  instead  of 
being  tonanta,  to  which  condition  they  have 
been  rednced,  to  become  owners  of  at  least  some 
humble  spot,  on  which  to  labor,  and  which 
they  could  (»11  their  own.  Why  does  a  man 
pride  in  his  conntr^rt  Why  does  he  fi^htto 
defend  itt  It  is,  sir,  because  in  so  domghe 
fishts  tor  his  home — for  the  spot  n|)on  which 
all  his  affections  ore  fixed — and  which  stands 
identified  with  ten  thoosand  endearing  reotd- 
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lections.  I  cannot  b«  mistaken,  Mr.  Ohairmiui, 
when  I  asaert,  that  to  make  of  your  dtUen  a 
Undbolder,  yon  chain  down  hia  affeoUona  to 
your  soil,  and  give  him  a  pride  and  elevation  of 
character,  which  fires  hia  heart  with  patriotjani, 
and  nerres  hia  arm  with  streDetb,  These  are 
ends  which  I  wiah  to  acoomplift ;  and  particn- 
larlj  in  relation  to  the  people  whom  I  represent ; 
for,  tir,  when  jonr  country  was  inroded,  and 
the  flag  of  its  honor  inaolted^  they  shouldered 
their  guni  and  fought  in  its  defence ;  and,  not 
to  pay  myself  a  compliment,  I  had  the  honor  to 
fight,  side  hy  side,  with  them. 

Bnt  the  purpose  fbr  which  this  relinquish- 
ment is  Bonght,  adde  from  the  obligation  on  the 
fiart  of  the  Oeneral  Glovemment,  recommends 
t  to  onr  afiections  and  attention.  It  is  not  only 
to  make  glad  the  hearts  of  the  poor,  but  it  U 
also  to  edncate  the  poor  man's  child.  It  is  to 
snatch  fWim  the  vsle  of  poverty  and  obscnrity 
many  a  yonlh,  and  dispel  that  gloom  of  igno- 
rance which  shrouds  lum,  by  inviting  him  to 
enter  the  doon  of  a  respectable  country  school ; 
for,  mr,  in  that  ooimtry  we  have  bnt  little  to  do 
with  doUeges.  I  never,  myself^  had  the  good 
fortune  to  behold  the  inside  of  one,  which  I 
trust  will  plead  an  apolo^  for  the  pltun  and 
onvamished  manner  in  which  I  address  you.  I 
am,  sir,  but  a  fanner,  destitute  of  those  advan- 
tages of  education  which  others  possess,  I 
thank  heaven  I  know  their  worth,  from  having 
experienced  the  want  of  them ;  and  on  that  ac- 
count, I  am  the  more  anxious  to  extend  them  to 
those  who  will  come  after  me.  I  say,  emphati- 
callv,  the  mesaure  will  benefit  the  poor,  nor  am 
I  a^iamed  to  acknowledge  that  they  constitute 
the  very  class  of  your  population,  among  whom 
I  have  met  many  brave  and  meritorious  men 
the  dassupon  whom  I  diould  delight  to  bestow 
benefit.  I  heartily  coincide  in  opinion  with 
the  gentleman  from  £entnck  j,  (Ur.  MoHatton,) 
in  his  view  relative  to  the  importance  of  re- 
ducing the  price  of  public  lands  throughout 
the  Union.  The  rich  require  but  litUe  legisla- 
tion. We  shonld,  at  least  occasionally,  legulate 
for  the  poor. 

Mr.  Obainnao,  I  will  not  attempt  to  go  into 
B  discussion  of  the  principles  of  the  act  of 
Oongrees,  npon  which  this  appeal  to  your  justice 
is  bottomed.  They  have  already  been  explain- 
ed, and  I  trust  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  com- 
mittee. I  will  content  myself  with  assuring  my 
companions  in  legislation,  that  all  oircumstances 
considered,  (hey  run  no  risk  of  making  a  sacri. 
floe,  by  the  passage  of  the  bill  before  ns. 
Bhould  we  refnse  to  pass  it,  we  shall  dif^Uy  too 
much  of  the  temper  and  disposition  of  the  dog 
in  the  manger.  He  could  not  eat  the  hay  him- 
aelf— he  would  not  permit  the  ox  to  do  bo. 

He  expense  of  surveying,  sectionixing,  and 
selling  the  territory  sought,  would  consume  the 
value  of  the  whole.  I  speak  not  at  random ; 
for  as  a  candidate  I  have  too  often  traversed  it, 
to  be  unacquainted  with  any  material  drcnm- 
Btanoe  relative  to  it.  Having  perhaps,  already 
detained  the  committee  too  loiig,  I  snbmit  the 


IuestioQ  to  their  decision,  anziouBly  desiring 
lat  the  hill  may  pass. 

Ht.  Bbowit  said :    The  territory  of  Tennes- 
see belonged  originally  to  the  Btate  of  North 
Carolina.    That  State  bad  issued  nnmeroos  land- 
warrants,  to  be  located  upon  that  part  of  her 
territory  which  now  constitutee  the  State  of 
Tennessee.    Afterwards,  in  1 TSQ,  North  Caroli- 
na ceded  this  part  of  her  territory  to  the  United 
States,  reserving  a  right  to  issue  grante  and 
perfect  titiee  to  satisJy  all  the  claims  chargeable 
upon  the  territory.     This  ri^t  she  continued 
to  exercise  until  the  year  1808.    At  this  tame. 
(Tennessee  having  been  previously  admitted 
into  the  UnionJ  a  negotiation  was  in^tuted  be- 
tween North  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  which 
resulted  in  a  compact,  that  Tennessee  should  be 
vested  with  nnthoritv  to  issue  granta  and  pep. 
feet  titles  instead  of  North  Carolina.    Upon  the 
18th  of  April,  1806,  Congress,  by  an  act  of  that 
date,  ratified  this  compact,  so  far  as  to  author 
ize  Uie  State  of  Tennessee  Co  issne  grante  and 
perfect  titles  to  lands  lying  north  and  east  of  a 
certain  line  in  that  act  described,  sinoe  called 
and  known  by  the  name  of  the  Congressioiial 
Beservatjon  line.    By  the  same  act,  the  United 
States  ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  all  the 
lands  lying  north  and  east  of  this  line,  reqatr- 
ing,  as  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  cession, 
that  640  acres  of  land,    to  every  six  niQes 
square,  should,  where  existing  claima  would 
allow  of  it,  be  laid  off  for  the  use  of  schools  for 
the  instruction  of  children  forever.    The  act 
farther  provided,  that  if  there  should  not  be 
sufficient  lands  fit  for  oultiTation,  north  and  east 
of  the  line,  to  satisfy  all  the  ontstanding  dutnsi, 
provision  shonld  be  made  by  law  for  satiafying 
them  out  of  the  lands  south  uid  west  of  the  line. 
On  the  4th  of  April,  1818,  upon  a  snppo^lioD 
that  the  lands  north  and  east  of  the  line  irera 
insufficient,  an  act  of  Congress  waa  passed, 
authorizing   the  outstanding    North  Carolina 
claims  to  be  satisfied  out  of  the  landa  Ijing 
south  and  west  of  the  line.    T^is  act  was  en- 
tirely ulent  upon  the  subject  of  school  lands. 
It  was  now  alleged,  on  the  part  of  Tennessee^ 
that  the  land  warrants  which  had  been  extend- 
ed upon  the  lauds  lying  north  and  east  of  the 
Congressional  Beaervation  line,  were  so  nnmer- 
ous  Uiat  but  few  school  tracts  conld  be  laid  off; 
and  that  therefore  the  lands  now  asked,   for 
should  be  granted  to  her,  to  supply  the  deficit 
of  school  lands  protniied  the  State  by  Oongreaa. 
Bnt  no  such  promise  had  ever  been  made  ;  and 
no  obligation  aridngout  of  contract  rested  apon 
the  United  States,    The  provieion  in  the  act  of 
18th  of  April,  180S,  for  locating  school  lands^ 
instead  of  implying  a  promise  on  the  part  of  tho 
United  Stetes,  was  imposed  upon  Tenneesee  as 
one  of  the  conditions  of  the  cession.     Of  this 
any  person  would  be  satisfied  who  wotdd  exani- 
Ine  Uie  act    And  a  candid  and  imparUal  atteo- 
tion  to  the  terms  of  that  act,  and  to  the  history 
of  the  transaction  connected  with  it,  he  believed 
would  satisfy  every  one  who  thus  examined 
them,  that,  when  the  sot  was  pawed,  it  -waa 
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belwTod  that  the  v&cftnt  lands  Ipng  north  tud 
mtoftlH  CoagreadonBl  Reeervstion  Une  were 
mm  thuL  Hifficieut  to  satdsff  all  the  OQtetand- 
ing  Kolh  Candina  clsinu ;  and  that  Una  was 
■nwDg  the  r«Mons  whj  th«  oonditiona  was  im- 
poscd.  He  begged  the  attention  of  the  oommit- 
tee  to  the  preoue  terms  of  the  conditkou  It 
wM  in  theee  w<wdB ;  "  The  Stste  of  Tennessee 
iLiJl,  in  teaing  grmnta  and  perfeotjng  titlee, 
locate  HOaerea  to  eveiy  six  miles  sqoare  in  the 
temtOTT  htfetqr  ceded,  where  eiistiDg  oltunu 
inU  dbw  of  the  same,  which  shall  be  appro- 
priated far  the  oae  of  atiiools  for  the  infltmotion 
of  dnldrai  forerer."  Bnt  do  proTiuon  was 
made  far  kuting  aehool  lands  elstwhere^  pro- 
vided exkting  elalinf  would  not  allow  the  loca- 
tioa  of  the  640  acvee  to  oTeiy  six  milea  sqaare. 
Sodi  apiovWon  woold  doubtleu  have  been  made 
if  it  hadben  understood  that  the  United  States 
wen  to  mike  good  an^defidenoT.  Batthere 
wot  a  pnm«B  in  the  ac^  inserted  out  of  aban- 
dant  eantko,  that  it,  oontranr  to  what  was 
erideotlv  the  ezpeetaticai,  the  lands  north  and 
east  (tf  at  Sat  ehonld  be  insnffident  to  satiriy 
an  tbe  outstanding  North  Carolina  clums,  then, 
CoograM  would  make  proriiioa  for  satlafying 
thoD  oat  of  the  lands  lying  sooth  and  west  of 
the  line.  When  this  provision  was  made,  there 
woal^  abo,  as  it  appeared  to  him,  have  been 
inade[roTl«on,  in  the  same  manner,  for  making 
good  anjdefidenef  which  might  happen  in  the 
■obool  luidt,  if  nieh  had  bma  the  intention. 
AgvB,  the  act  of  April  i,  1818,  which  provided 
Ibr  the  HtiActioD  of  tne  outstanding  claims 
oat  o(  flw  tend*  lying  sontb  and  west  of  the 
line,  wta  Hitirely  silent  apoa  the  snl^Jeot  of  the 
aduul  laada.  At  tbe  time  this  aot  passed,  the 
aiOeged  defidt  in  these  lands  was  aa  well  known 
ai  it  is  now.  And  he  pot  it  to  the  geotlemaa 
from  Traneesee  and  to  the  oonim)tt«e  to  say, 
whether  if  tbe  State  of  Tenoeesee  had  nnder- 
ibxti  that  there  was  promised  to  her  the 
■nioant  of  school  lands  now  olumed.  It  was 
poafUe  thatthoae  acts  would  hare  been  passed, 
withoot  some  provirion  for  making  good  the  de- 
fidsncyintheamoantof thoselanda,  Itt^ipeer- 
ed  to  Um  tbe  thing  was  not  potrible.  The  idea, 
tbee,  that  there  was  any  snob  promise  oa  the 
part  of  tbe  UnEted  States,  mnat  have  been  an 
i^ltr4lu*gkt  with  Tennessee— an  inferenoe  by 
w^  at  afgoiDMit  drawn  by  thow  who  were 
1  with  the  ori^nal  imderstanding 


E  stated,  in  reply,  that  the  testuno- 
Bjof  tbe  Snrreyora  was  batter  eridenoe  than 
tkttof  tbe  BegMwB  woold  be,  becaoee  their 
«0e«eoiitdnsd  tfaeevidenoetrfsll  theoriginal 
<Mrie&  Torepd  Uieideaof  a  Bpeoalation,hB 
Mtbe  State  would  be  abnndantly  oontent  if 
lk«  deficit  of  Bchool  lands  ihoold  be  made  up  in 
ttj  uther  mode  which  gentlemen  might  pre- 
ta. 

Xr.  Bmwv  rqoined,  that,  admitting  it  was 
"S  liii  obfection  to  the  nahire  of  the  evidenoe 
<t31  eiiited  in  it>  AiU  form;  for  the  estimates 
(f  Utt  nrrejOTi  and  deputy  sorreTOrs,  to  which 
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he  bad  feferred,  were  made,  not  from  an  exam- 
ination of  the  reoords  of  their  offioes,  bnt  from 
mere  co^Jeotore,  as  woold  appear  from  an  ex- 
amination of  their  letters,  extncte  from  several 
of  which  he  read. 

Mr.  UoOoT  opposed  the  bill,  denying  that 
the  United  States  were  ander  any  obligation  to 
cede  a  foot  of  school  land  to  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee, at  least,  not  tilt  every  warrant  issued 
by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  had  been  fully 
aatlsfled.  All  that  the  United  States  bad  allow- 
ed the  Legislature  of  Tenneaeee  to  do  on  that 
■alg'ect  was,  to  reserve  a  school  lot  in  every 
township,  whet)  prior  looations  wonld  admit  of  it 
If  those  locations  took  np  all  the  land,  then  the 
condition  of  the  grant  eeased.  If  Tennessee 
saked  these  lands,  the  least  she  oonld  da  was, 
t«  indemnify  tbe  United  States  against  all  war- 
rants hereafter  to  ^pear.  He  referred  to  the 
gfMt  expense  tbe  United  States  had  sosttdned 
while  Tennessee  was  a  territory,  indsted  that 
one  great  reason  for  granting  sohool  lota,  was 
to  aia  the  stde  of  the  Pablio  Lands. 

liCr.  Lx^  quoted  from  the  act  of  Ooogress.  in 
order  to  correct  some  inaoonrst^  la  Hr.  ilo- 
Oot's  statemenL 

Ur,  Vistoif  pnt  several  qoeries  to  Ur,  Folk 
as  to  tbe  quantity  of  land  lying  north  and  east 
of  the  reeervation  line — the  amonnt  of  scho44 
lands  in  that  part  of  the  State;  whether  school 
lands  were  granted  to  the  State  at  large,  or 
only  to  the  townships  wbereia  Uiejlay;  and 
whether  warrants  haii  not  been  removed  from 
one  side  of  the  line  to  the  other? 

Mr.  Stbo!<o  stated  his  difficnlty  in  assenting 
to  the  bill  to  be,  that  North  Oamiina,  who  was 
the  original  holder  of  the  land,  had  never  re- 
leased Uie  United  States  from  liability  to  satisfy 
her  warrants.  Until  snch  a  release  were  given, 
the  United  States  were  bound  to  see  that  those 
warrants  were  satisfied  la  Tennessee ;  and  nntil 
they  were  all  satisfied,  the  United  States  ooold 
not  give  op  their  lien  on  the  lands, 

Mr.  BxLL,  of  Tenneaeee,  said:  The  gentlemea 
who  have  spoken  in  oppoeition  to  tbe  bill,  have 
declared  their  readiness  to  support  it,  if  it  can 
be  shown  that  the  General  Government  is  onder 
any  obligation  to  make  provision  for  the  support 
of  common  schools  in  Tennessee.  This  obUga- 
tion,  I  think,  can  be  made  to  appear  to  tlw 
sotis&ction  of  every  one.  By  an  express  ar- 
tide  in  the  compact,  entered  Into  m  1T87, 
between  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation 
and  the  people  northwest  of  the  river  Ohl<^ 
it  is  stipnlated  on  the  part  of  the  ConfederatUm, 
that  "schools  and    the  m '    -•-—=— 


itipnlatiOQ  in  favor  of  light  and  knowledge,  may 
have  been  in  pursnanoe  of  the  oonditions  npon 
which  Virginia  oeded  that  noble  region  to  the 
United  States,  (my  researchee  on  this  point  have 
not  gone  so  far  back,)  or  it  may  have  been  the 
dictate  of  the  wisdom  of  those  who  tiien  had 
the  goidanoe  of  oor  national  oooniuls :  hot 
wheUier  it  was  the  offspring  of  the  State 
whiob  gave,  or  of  the  Confederation  whioh  re- 
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oeived,  I  coqc^ts  it  cannot  be  more  highlj 
■ppropriBtely  oommended,  than  by  eaying,  that 
it  waa  worthy  of  a  period  in  whioh  an  ^light- 
etied  lore  of  liberty  prevailed  over  the  sordid 
oaloolationa  of  we^th.  When  North  Carolina 
ceded  her  veBtOTn  territory,  now  the  State  of 
Tennessee,  to  the  United  Bt^es,  she  made  it 
expreae  condition  In  her  act  of  cession,  tliat  the 
inhabitants  of  that  territory  shonld  enjoy  "  all 
the  privUesca,  benefits,  and  sdTantages"  set 
forth  In  the  ordinance  or  compact  I  have 
already  mentioned,  one  only  excepted,  not  now 
aeoBBtery  to  be  advertAd  to.  That  X  may  not 
leave  the  argmnent  exposed  to  attack  on  any 
point,  as  I  proceed  I  will  show  that  the  stipn- 
Ution  in  the  compact  between  the  Oonfedera- 
tion  and  the  Inhabitanta  of  the  territory  north- 
weal  of  the  river  Ohio,  so  for  as  mates  to 
common  schools,  was  by  no  means  a  vague  and 
Indefinite  promise  to  do  something  for  the 
canae  of  education,  withont  any  onderstanding 
as  to  the  manner  in  whioh  it  shonld  be  done,  or 
the  kind  and  quantmn  of  the  proviBton  which 
shonld  be  made.  By  looking  into  the  prooeed- 
inaa  of  the  Congress  of  the  Confederation,  it 
wul  be  found,  tbat  by  the  ordinance  adopted  in 
178S,  for  ascertaining  the  mode  of  diaptMing  of 
the  pnblio  lands  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
one  seotiou  out  of  every  township  of  six  miles 
sqnare,  wsa  directed  to  be  reaerved  for  the 
muntenance  of  pablio  schools.  We  may, 
therefore,  with  safety  infer,  that  the  compact 
of  1787,  in  the  artide  I  have  qaot«d,  had  refer- 
ence to  this  specific  mode  of  making  provision 
for  the  canse  of  edncatlon.  This  was  one  of 
the  "  benefita  and  advantages  "  which  North 
Carolina  intended  to  secnre  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  t«iTitoiy  she  ceded  to  the  Uidted  States. 
Thus,  when  Oomcresa,  in  1790,  accepted  the 
cession  of  North  Oorolina,  npon  the  terms  spe- 
cified in  her  act  of  Assembly,  passed  in  1769, 
the  fidth  of  the  United  States  became  pledged 
to  North  Oarolina,  to  the  Inhabitanta  of  the 
ceded  territory,  and  to  all  who  ihonld  become 
Interested  in  its  soil,  that  the  same  provision 
wonld  be  made  for  tiie  support  of  oonunon 
•chools  in  that  territory  which  had  been  made 
in  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
The  question,  therefore,  of  the  power  of  Oon- 
gTMS  to  make  donations  of  the  public  lands, 
does  not  arise  npon  the  present  application,  nor 
can  the  ol^eotion  be  taken,  that  these  lands 
have  been  pledged  for  the  payment  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  To  avoid  all  nseless  cavil,  however, 
npon  these  points,  it  may  be  proper  to  advert 
to  the  taet,  that  ttiia  promise  to  provide  the 
means  of  education  was  an  nndertaking  of  pre- 
cedent obligaldon  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States.  In  no  way,  therefore,  can  the  olum 
which  the  State  of  Tennessee  eeU  up  to  these 
lands  be  evaded,  but  by  showing  that  the 
means  of  edncaoon  have  already  l>een  suffl- 
dently  provided,  which  I  believe  is  not  serious- 
ly alleged  by  any  one.  The  inqniry,  however, 
veij  naturally  arises,  how  it  has  hmpened  that 
the  State  of  Tennessee  alone,  of  all  the  new 
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States  of  the  Sontb  and  West,  formed  out  of 
the  territories  ceded  by  an/  of  the  old  States, 
has  not  had  the  foil  benefit  of  the  usual  pro- 
visions for  the  snpport  of  common  schools. 
The  answer  to  tliis  laqniry  will  be  fonnd  in  the 
nature  of  the  other  conditions  with  which 
North  Oarolina  dogged  the  oeasion  of  her 
westem.  territoiy,  and  in  the  peenliar  and  ex- 
traordinary oironmstanceB  nnder  which  she  had 
proceeded  to  appropriate  her  vacant  lands  prior 
to  her  act  of  oea«on  in  1790.  A  brief  notioe 
of  some  of  these  circumstanoes  will  not  be 
withont  adrastage,  in  satisfying  the  committee 
of  the  probable  value  and  extent  of  the  lands 
owned  by  tlie  United  States  in  Tenoesaea ;  and 
further  to  show  that  exact  and  precise  infonna- 
tion  upon  these  pointa,  is  not,  and  can  never 
be,  within  the  reach  of  Oongreea  at  any  reascm- 
abla  coat. 

North  Carolina  had  promised  bounties  in 
lands  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  her  line  in 
the  war  of  the  revolution.  She  had  contract- 
ed other  debts  to  a  large  amount,  in  proeecnt- 
ing  tbe  same  glorious  controversy.  For  the 
satis&ction  of  the  daims  of  her  officers  and 
soldiers,  she  lud  ofT  what  was  called  the  mili- 
tary district,  many  hundred  milea  removed 
from  any  dense  population.  She,  about  the 
same  time,  opened  offices  for  the  sale  of  the 
reudue  of  her  vacant  lands,  embraced  in  a  ter- 
ritonr  extending  east  and  west  four  <«  five 
hnndred  miles,  without  any  regular  plan  ord»< 
sign.  The  plan  of  laying  off  the  coontrr  into 
ranges,  townships,  and  sections,  was  not 
thought  0^  and  ii  such  plan  had  l»en  ever  so 
well  matnred,  it  wodd  nave  been  impractjea- 
ble,  by  reason  of  the  exposed  condition  of  the 
country.  The  military  district  was  laid  off  un- 
der the  protection  of  a  strong  military  gnard, 
and  this  being  accomplished,  the  icddiM  and 
the  citizen  went  forth  into  the  heart  of  the 
wilderness,  in  small  parties,  or  alone,  as  pm- 
denoe  or  interest  dictated,  and  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives  each  selected  the  particular  spot  of 
earth  which  pleased  his  fancy ;  and  if  he  was 
so  fortunate  as  to  escuie  the  aim  of  the  Indian 
who  wayMd  his  path,  ne  returned  into  the  set- 
tlements, and  in  uie  proper  office  cansed  a  brief 
description  of  the  land  he  had  selected  to  be 
entcrad.  Upon  this  issued  what  waa  called  a 
warrant  of  survey,  whioh  was  transferable,  and 
entitled  the  holder  to  have  the  specific  qniutity 
of  land  called  for  on  the  iaoe  of  it,  snrveyed 
and  granted  to  him  in  some  part  of  the  coun- 
try, whether  the  land  originally  sdeoted  was 
ever  afterward*  found  or  not.  Ai  the  ooontiT 
advanced  in  popnlotitHi,  various  occupant  and 
pre-emption  ri^ta  were  aeonred  by  law  to  the 
settlers.  Other  causes  of  irregularity  and  un- 
certainty existed.  As  no  two  men  would  be 
likdy  to  give  a  sinular  description  of  the  same 
piece  of  land,  it  unavoidably  happened,  in  han- 
dreda  of  instances,  that  the  same  piece  of  land 
was  covered  by  the  entries  or  incipient  claima 
of  many  individuals.  When  the  country 
came  sooeeaible  to  a  permanent  popnlation,       i 
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tribunals  ««»  Mt&blished  fbr  the  invmtig&tioD 
of  titleB,  it  waa  but  Just  that  tboae  who  lost 
tbnr  lands  bj  the  prior  claims  of  others,  should 
be  paimitted  to  take  Unda  ebewhere  in  Uie 
tama  lerritMr.  The  offioers  and  soldiers  too, 
wbo  had  claims  for  bonntiea,  came  forward  at 
iiregglar  and  distant  periods,  and  when  it  was 
ascertained  that  the  distriot  allottad  to  tliem  waa 
Mt  of  BofScient  extent  to  satisfy  their  clums, 
the  whole  of  the  re^ne  of  the  coontrj  was 
thnnm  <^>en  to  them  likewise.  Thn&  although 
the  whole  of  anj  of  the  great  natural  dirisiona 
of  tiM  tertitorj  woold  not  be  likely  to  be  ap- 
pnpiiated,  jet  detached,  irregnlar,  and  shape- 
W  ptreeU  and  masiea  were  colled  oat  and  set 
^ait  in  evwy  quarter  where  good  lands  pre- 
sented themaelvea.  Under  sash  a  srstem  of 
appopiiatim  as  I  have  deeoribed,  and  oarried 
OQ  muler  dw  dronmsUnoes  I  bsTe  mentioned, 
gsntltmnt  wQl  readilj  see  and  aoknowledge 
tba  nuubooa  in<^;iilaritie&  nnoertaintj,  and 
MoAiBon,  wbieb  most  and  did  attend  its  opera- 
tion. jUtbosgh  the  law  provided,  is  general 
tenu,  that  location  and  laireys  shonld  be 
made  is  regnlar  right-angled  flgnres,  ;et,  from 
the  eaoses  I  have  meutioued,  one  who  has  anj 
knewiedge  of  the  manner  in  whioh  that  conn- 
trj  was  cot  DP  and  naroolled  oat,  woold  sap- 
pon  that  the  iMw  had  annexed  a  penaltj  to  all 
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f  reenlar  form  and  flgnre,  instead  of 
_  sneo  form.  Snch  was  the  condition 
brritarj;  and,  antfjeot  to  the  utiafao- 


&o  of  a  mass  of  floating  and  nnsetded  claims, 
of  oncaiaiii  amonnt  ana  extent,  did  Ooogress 
aceopl  the  oeariou  from  North  Oarolina. 

But  the  evils  I  have  deacribed  did  not  cease 
here.  Ctngreaa,  bjr  the  tenna  of  the  cession, 
had  Dori^  to  interfere  in  the  appropriation 
of  the  vacant  lands  (rf  the  torritory,  ontil  all 
the  claims  witli  which  it  was  encnmbered 
AoM  be  first  satisfied.  The  risht  to  do  this, 
Votth  Candina  reeerved  to  herseff  exdosively, 
sod  vithont  an;  limit  as  to  the  time  within 
wUeh  it  woold  be  done.  This  right  she  con- 
ttDoad  (o  exerdse  in  the  same  irregnlsr  mon- 
Dw  I  hare  deasribed,  not  only  daring  the  ex- 
iatenM  ot  the  territorial  Government  whioh 
was  established  there,  bot  for  ten  years  after 
Taneasee  waa  admitted  into  the  Union  as  an 
indpient  member  of  the  Ooofederaoy.  Thos 
tbt  iDomalj  oeenrred,  of  one  State,  of  merely 
w«idinate  torerugntj  in  eveiy  thing  else,  ep- 
poii^iDg  offioen,  keeping  op  offices,  and  coa- 
■nUing  ib^  operation  in  a  sister  State,  the 
kJs  duties  and  bnuneas  of  whioh  ooneemed 
(b«  mamuemoit  and  disporition  of  the  soil — of 
thtt  which  is  of  the  vary  eseenoe  of  aovertign^. 
^straidOTed  tlie  wh<de  system  more  complex 
nd  srabairasring  to  the  State  of  Tennessee^ 
li  that  the  United  States  oontinoed  to  be  the 
pmaMut  owners  of  any  part  of  the  ooontry 
«Uch  mi^t  remain  niu^ropriated  after  the 
y<nh  Cvolina  daims  sboald  be  sadi&ed. 
Canplaints  were  heaitl  npon  this  floor,  from 
Cht  BsjMea^tativea  of  odier  States,  that  in  the 
trng^  on  the  part  of  North  Carolina  to  se- 


cure to  her  dtizen^  to  whom  she  had  sold 
lands  prior  to  the  cewion,  the  choice  of  the 
best  luids,  wheresoever  eitnated ;  and  a  oorre- 
spondiog  efl'ort,  on  the  part  of  Tenneasae,  to 
jiroteot  her  own  oitizeus  in  their  ocon^uit 
rights,  who  had  pnabed  their  settlements  into 
every  comer  where  the  lands  invited  by  their 
feiiiUty,  and  which  were  not  interfered  with 
by  Indian  reservations,  the  United  States  were 
likely  to  be  deprived  of  every  part  of  the  in- 
heritance except  barren  hills  and  monntaioa. 
Bnoh  a  state  of  things  oonld  not  long  exist, 
without  prodooing  serioos  and  dancerons  col- 
lisiona,  and,  in  180&,  to  sach  a  height  had  the 
opposite  feelings  and  interests  of  &«  ooutmd- 
ing  parties  blown  these  elements  of  strife,  that 
all  became  sensible  of  the  necessity  of  adoptiiw 
some  plan  better  ealoolated  to  seoore  to  eiaa 
the  rights  respectively  set  up  and  inri8t«d  npoo. 
The  conviction  of  this  necessity  iwodnoed  the 
oompromiae  which  is  to  be  foomin  the  act  of 
Congress  of  1800,  qhsp.  81.  Oongreagj  by  that 
act,  with  the  oonaent  of  North  Oarolma,  con> 
ferred  upon  the  State  of  T^measee  the  right  to 
isane  grants,  and  to  satisfy  the  oatstuding 
cluma  of  North  Oarolina,  in  her  owa  way; 
bnt  this  power  was  given  to  Tennessee  npon 
the  express  condition,  that  the  ooontry  which 
lies  between  the  Uisdssippi  and  Tennessee 
Rivera,  iudnding  a  considerable  tract  of  conn- 
try  lying  east  of  the  Tennessee,  as  it  flows 
north  throngh  the  western  sections  of  tlio 
State,  should  not  be  enoroaohed  npon  for  the 
satia&otioo  of  the  North  Oaroliha  claims,  ontil 
aU  the  conntry  lying  east  and  not  indnded  in 
this  reservation,  snoold  be  first  ezhauated. 
This  wee  the  first  point  of  time  at  which  the 
United  States  aoqaired  any  right  to  Interfere  in 
the  appropriation  of  the  soil  of  Tennessee^  and 
Congress  avdled  itself  of  this  right,  to  comply 
with  the  atipolation  to  provide  the  meana  of 
edncadon,  and  reqnired  tne  State  of  Tennessee^ 
aa  a  further  condition  of  the  oeasitHi  whidt  waa 
made  to  that  State  by  the  act  of  1806,  of  all 
the  lands  lying  east  and  north  of  the  district  I 
have  already  described,  that  aiz  hundred  and 
forty  acres  should  be  reserved  ill  ever;  dz 
miles  aqoare  of  the  lands  oeded  by  that  act  for 
the  use  of  schools.  Tennessee,  fl^m  this  time 
forward,  took  open  herself  the  borthen  of  In- 
trodndng  some  order  into  the  plan  of  making 
appropriations  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  great 
variety  of  claims  which  had  spmng  oot  of  the 
North  Oarolina  system ;  and  from  the  year 
180S  op  to  this  day,  one-half — I  believe  I  woold 
not  be  tax  wrong,  to  say  two-thirda — of  the 
whole  legislation  of  that  State  has  been  em- 
ployed opon  this  sobJecL  Her  first  step  waa 
to  Uiy  off  the  ooontry  into  ranges  and  sections 
of  six  miles  sqnare,  and  to  provide  that  the 
lands  directed  to  be  reeerved  for  the  nse  of 
schools  by  the  act  of  Congress,  shonld  bo  set 
apart  for  that  purpose ;  bat  by  reason  of  for- 
mer appropriations,  in  an  extent  of  ooontry  in 
wUdi  opwards  of  roar  bnndred  thoosand  acres 
woold  have  been  the  proportion  of  sobod  lands 
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Bgreeablj  Ui  the  proTisioiu  of  th«  act  of  Oon- 
greas,  not  more  tlian  t>boT«  thirtj-fivo  thousand 
are  reserved.  In  manr  large  and  populous 
oonntieB,  Dot  a  tnngle  tract  was  or  could  be 
found  fit  for  onltivation,  and  not  alreadj 
granted. 

In  1818,  Oongreas  became  satisfied  that  the 
oonntrj  lying  east  and  north  of  the  reeerration 
line  established  by  the  act  of  1806,  did  not 
afford  vacant  lands  safiBoient  for  the  Batisfac- 
tion  of  the  Kortb  Oarolina  claims ;  and  bf  an 
act  passed  in  that  year,  the  country  lying  sonth 
and  west  of  tbat  line  was  placed  at  the  dispo- 
sal of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  for  their  final 
eztingnlshmrait.  It  should  not  be  forgotten, 
by  those  who  wish  to  form  any  thing  like  a 
oorreot  estimate  of  the  valne  and  extent  of  that 
part  of  the  national  domain  which  lies  in  Ten- 
nessee, that  in  the  only  diatriot  in  which  the 
United  States  own  one  foot  of  land,  large  ap- 
propriations, eay  of  between  three  ana  fonr 
mflBona  of  acres,  of  the  best  lands,  had  been 
made  by  North  Carolina,  nnder  the  same  irreg- 
nlar  system  I  have  before  described,  prior  to 
the  cession  of  1790.  When  this  part  of  the 
ooontry  was  a^in  thrown  open  for  the  satis- 
bction  of  the  North  Oarolina  claims,  by  the 
act  of  181B,  it  was  then  but  a  remnant  of  a 
country  which  once  presented  the  ohoioest 
spoils  to  the  Krasp  of  the  warrant-bolder.  Bat 
now,  since  it  has  been  exposed  to  a  second  vis- 
itation of  locators,  surveyors,  and  professed 
land  specolators — with  olt^ms  m  their  hands  of 
between  one  and  two  millions  of  acres  in 
amonnt,  and  skilled  by  thirty  year«  of  experi- 
ence in  detecting  tbe  best  lands,  wheresoever 
ritnated — in  the  plains,  between  the  spnnt  of 
bills  and  moimtains,  or  npon  the  margin  of 
creeks  and  rivers,  the  residae  of  liable  lands 
can  neither  be  considerable  in  extent  nor  vala- 
able  in  qnality,  and  it  is  this  residue  which  is 
now  asked  to  be  relinquished.  In  the  section 
of  conntry  nnder  connderalion,  not  one  acre 
has  been  reserved  for  the  nse  of  schools. 

,In  whatever  of  argnment  I  have  advanced  in 
tmpport  of  the  present  application,  it  will  be 
observed  that  I  nave  placed  it  iu>on  the  ^ronnd 
of  right.  But  independently  of  any  obligation 
on  l£e  part  of  Oongress,  to  provide  for  the 
maintenance  of  public  schools  in  Tennessee, 
tbe  relinquishment  wlucb  is  sought  may  be 
pressed  npon  other  groonds,  addresung  Uiem- 
sdves  eqn&Uy  to  the  Jostioe  of  OoDgreaa.  AU 
that  the  State  of  Tennessee  has  received  from 
the  sale  of  lands  heretofore  oeded  by  Oongresa, 
in  the  eastern  and  middle  sections  of  the  State, 
and  all  that  the  moet  prudent  management  of 
her  legislatnre  and  officers  con  glean  from  the 
sale  of  the  mere  scn^  of  good  land,  now 
asked  to  be  oeded  to  her,  woola  not  more  than 
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and  satisfaction  of  that  torrent  of  claims  which 
has  oontinned  to  pour  in  npon  her  from  North 
Oux^a,  for  the  last  BO  or  80  years.  A  tnil- 
lion  of  doDaiB,  p^  directly  from  yonr  Trees- 


springs  of  improvement  relaxed, 
ana  au  tne  sources  of  her  strength  diminished 
and  drained,  by  the  most  expensive,  dilate^, 
and  vexatious  litigation,  that  ever  vimted  its 
corses  npon  any  people.  Sir,  if  Congress  had 
taken  upon  itself  the  management  and  appro- 
priation of  the  vacant  lands  in  the  territory 
oeded  by  North  Carolina,  as  it  did  of  the  terri- 
toiT  ceded  by  Virginia,  long  mnoe  would  all 
claim  to  eveiy  inch  of  the  soil  of  Tennessee 
have  been  gladly  relinqniahed :  and  if  no  es- 
cape could  have  been  effected  npon  these  terms, 
from  the  continued  calls  which  wonld  have 
been  made  for  the  interference  of  Congress,  in 
making  new  regulations,  or  revising  the  old 
ones,  in  relation  to  these  lands,  an  exemption 
wonld  have  been  purchased,  and  purchased 
cheaply  too,  by  giving  an  additional  uninonm- 
bered  territory  from  the  great  stock  of  the  na- 
tional domain  to  be  distributed  among  the  hun- 
gry and  often  averse  claimants,  whose  appetite 
tiie  State  of  Tennessee  seems  at  length  to  have 
allayed,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  exceptions, 
without  going  tieyond  the  bounds  of  her  own 
territory.  I  am  snre,  if  the  federal  judiciary 
had  been  drawn  in  to  fix  the  construction  cA 
all  the  laws  Congress  would  have  found  it  ne- 
cessary to  pass  in  relation  to  these  lands,  and 
to  settle  all  the  controversies  which  wonld 
have  arisen  under  them,  snitors  of  every  other 
description  and  from  every  other  quarter  wonld 
have  been  blocked  ont  of  that  tribunal  for  a 
quarter  of  a  centui?. 

WBDHxaDAT,  April  SO. 
4l7!>trawtt&  BreuiL 

The  resolution,  offered  cm  Monday,  by  Ur. 
Com.TBB,  of  Pennsylvania,  came  ap. 

Ur.  frannr  observed,  that  had  be  con- 
cluded the  remarks  which  he  was  ywterday 
making,  when  the  hour  appropriated  to  thb 
kind  of  bunness  expired^  be  euionld  probably 
have  expressed  his  intention  to  waive  his  oppo- 
ntion  to  the  passage  of  tbe  reei^ntion.  Al- 
tiiough  not  requiring  the  information  for  his 
own  satisfaction,  nor  deeming  the  call,  in  refer- 
ence to  all  ita  objects,  wholly  regular,  yet  the 
donbts  saggested  by  the  gentlemui  who  moved 
the  reeolubon,  on  the  sniijeot  of  oar  relations 
with  Bnuil,  had  brought  him  to  the  condn- 
don,  that  the  resolution  had  better  pass,  witii 
a  view  of  brinpng  before  the  House  a  AiU 
statement  of  the  real  posture  of  our  afiiaiia  in 
that  quarter,  as  far  as  existing  negotiations  may 
pranut.  Before  he  sat  down,  he  b^ged  leave 
to  correct  an  error,  into  whiim  he  had  inadver- 
tently faUen,  in  stating  the  time  of  the  appoint- 
ment of  the  present  Charg6  d'Affairee  at  the 
comrt  of  Braiil,  which  was  not,  of  conrse,  dur- 
ing the  last  session  of  Congress,  inasmnch  as 
Hr.  Bagnet  did  not  return  to  this  conntry  till 
three  or  four  months  after  the  close  of  the  aes- 
uon.    Hw  error  was  of  no  moment  to  31r.  £.'• 
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touM  of  Brgnm«Dt,  irbich  tm  itrengthened 
i]  thns  rednciDg  the  time  that  had  elapsed 
■DM  the  sppointroent  of  the  Charg6  d'AfiUrea ; 
k  oorrectad  it  merelf  for  the  sake  of  ao- 

Itr.  Com-Tcs,  rlriDK  in  reply,  sud  that  he 
n>  so  much  eratifled  bj  learning  that  the  gen- 
tlenian  ftom  Hassachosetta  would  anent  to  the 
naolation,  that  be  could  be  contented  to  waive 
>U  fiutber  disoiuaoii,  and  would  only  make  on 
obterratioii  or  two  by  way  of  ezplanation, 
«lijc&  seemed  to  be  cfOled  for  by  the  remarks 
*hieh  tbst  gentleman  had  yesterday  addressed 
to  the  Hooae.  It  was  far  from  my  intention, 
■lid  Mr.  G^  St  all  to  oensnre  the  Oommittee  of 
Foc^gn  Relations  on  the  s&bject  of  their  re- 
oaii  Tipon  the  memorial  of  Oondy  Kagnet.  All 
1  meant  to  oonvey  was,  that  I  was  not  qniCe 
ntisfied  with  tlie  mode  in  wb)oh  they  amved 
(t  tlte  oondnrion  to  which  they  came  on  that 
mkjcct,  Thar  report  diBolosed  no  beta  which 
eotdd  enaUe  them  to  jndge  whether  his  con- 
duct bad  been  proper  or  otherwise.  The  oom- 
mlttM  appeared  to  have  gone  solely  on  the 
anniDd  that  the  President  of  the  United  States 
^  not  disapprove  of  it  Sir,  I  am  awar& 
that,  m^er  the  Governments  of  Earope,  and 
in  En^and  particolarly,  where  the  king  is  the 
SDpreme  foontain  of  honor,  that  all  the  officers 
rfGoremment  look  to  his  approbation  as  their 
hightst  reward,  and  appeal  to  it,  in  all  emer- 
■eneiei,  as  a  foil  and  complete  vindication. 
Bat,  in  this  eonntry,  there  resides  another  sov- 
er«in,  to  whose  deci^on  every  citizen  looks  as 
Uw  behest  that  can  be  given.  That  eovereign 
is  th«  people  of  these  United  Statee ;  bnt  their 
jodgment  can  never  be  ^ven  to  an  enlightened 
manner  onksa  they  vb  pot  in  possession  of  the 
beta,  ea  whidi  alone  it  can  be  made  np.  Bnt, 
tfaoogh  I  do  not  censnre  the  cmnmittee  for  their 
repent,  yet  I  think  that  the  officer  in  qneetion 
has  some  reason  to  be  dissatisfied.  The  Fred- 
dent,  as  the  committee  tmly  ssj,  did  not  disap- 
imive  ot  bis  condnct ;  bnt  this  is  only  a  nega- 
tive sort  of  approbation,  and  its  value  cannot 
but  be  much  impaired  by  the  fact  that  a  person 
was  aHMinted  to  sncoeed  faim,  even  before  be 
rrtvned  to  his  oonntry,  or  bad  any  opportnni' 
ty  in  person  to  give  an  acooont  of  bis  official 
eoDdnet.  BtUl,  air,  I  am  free  to  acknowledge 
that  my  Judgment,  upon  sQoh  case,  can  be  bnt 
of  aUglit  consideration  indeed  When  set  in  op- 
MritioD  to  that  of  the  Oommittee  of  Foreign 
Bdkdona;  and  I  well  know  ttiat  this  Honse 
win  be  Jofltifled,  and  so  will  the  nation,  in  tak- 
ii^  their  opinion,  in  preference  to  mine.  There 
is  ooe  other  observation  of  the  genUeman  from 
Yaiii  hnnnttn,  which  I  am  bonnd  to  notice. 
Qe  stated,  if  I  understand  bim  correctly,  that 
my  otject  appeared  to  be,  to  call  in  question 
tM  eondnet  of  the  Preradent  of  the  United 
Stata  in  this  affiiir.  Sir,  that  was  fiv  from  my 
intcntioti;  on  the  contrary,  I  only  wished  to 
eUdt  infcxmAtion  which  n^ght  dlamcomber  the 
Rpotatioo  of  that  Departmeot  from  enspicion 
!^  if  not  deawved.    I  wished  to  draw 


out  the  whole  facte  of  the  case ;  and,  sir,  I 
hope  the  time  will  never  come  when  the  Exec- 
utive of  this  Union  shall  have  his  oondnot  im- 
properly called  in  qnestion,  by  a  mero  inqnlry 
OS  to  what  that  conduct  has  been.  The  gentto- 
man  from  Hassaohusette  appeora  to  be  ooufi- 
dent,  that,  when  all  the  facts  shall  be  disclosed, 
no  censnre  will  attach  to  the  President  u 
that  proves  to  be  the  cose,  I  shall  sincerely  re- 
joice, since  I  never  desire  to  oensnre  any  one 


neoted  with  the  repntation  of  my  Qovemment,  ' 
and  tbrongb  that  Qovemment  with  the  reputa- 
tion of  my  country,  I  hope  I  shall  not  be  con- 
sidered as  having  travelled  ont  of  the  record, 
either  in  offering  my  reeolutjon,  or  in  accompa- 
nying it  with  the  remarks  wbi<m  I  have  made^ 
The  resolntion  was  adopted. 


TsuBBDAT,  May  1. 
Zand  Claim*  in  Tmnetue. 

The  Honse  tben  prooeeded  to  the  condderft- 
tion  of  the  Tennessee  land  bilL 

Mr.  WioKLiTFa,  after  comparing  the  debate 
yesterday  on  the  part  of  the  Representatives 
from  Ohio  and  Tennessee,  to  a  squabble  between 
two  sisters  as  to  the  comparative  value  of  their 
patrimony,  and  expressing  his  belief  that  a  frir- 
ther  discussion  of  the  bill  could  lead  to  no  good 
result,  moved  that  it  be  Md  upon  the  table. 

On  this  motion,  Mr.  Ooirsxs  asked  the  yeas 
and  nays,  and  bmng  taken,  they  stood — yeas 
181,  nays  S4. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Stboho,  the  Honse  then 
went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state 
of  the  Unioi^  Mr.  Taxlob  in  the  chur,  and 
took  up  the  bill  "  for  ascertaining  the  latitude 
of  the  Southern  Bend,  or  extreme  of  Lake 
Michigan,  and  pf  certain  other  points,  fbr  the 
purpose,  thereafter,  of  fixing  the  trne  northern 
boundary  lines  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois." 

Mr.  Btboss  briefly  stated  the  oliject  and  the 
necessity  of  this  bill.  After  referring  to  the 
oontrovervy  which  had  existed  in  relslioa  to 
this  bonn&ry  line,  he  stated  the  ordinance  of 
1787,  by  which  the  southern  extremity  of  Lake 
Michigan  was  fixed  upon  as  the  ooint  through 
which  a  line  east  and  west  shoula  be  run,  sep- 
arating the  northern  from  the  southern  sections 
of  the  Korthwestem  Territory,  It  was,  at 
that  time,  supposed  that  such  a  line  running 
eastward,  would  cut  Lake  Erie  somewhere  be- 
tween Detroit  and  the  Miami  Bay.  Several 
surreys  bad  been  made^  but  they  did  not  agree. 
He  hence  inferred  the  neoessity  of  fixing,  with 
perfect  accoraoy,  the  latitude  of  the  south  ex- 
tremity of  Lake  Miohigan ;  and  also,  tbe  point 
where  that  parallel  ot  latitude  would  strike 
Lake  Erie.  It  was  also  aeoeesary  to  ascert^n 
where  the  northern  bound  of  Indiana  would 
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cat  the  Territory  of  Midtigan,  Had  it  was  of 
yet  more  oonseqaenoe,  e8p«daUy  «t  tiiis  time, 
to  det^rnuDe  the  tme  position  of  the  north  line 
of  lUinois.  That  State  had  been  mthoriEed  to 
go  as  for  north  on  the  left  bani  of  Lake  Uiohi- 
Kan,  as  83  degreee,  80  minntes ;  but  very  dif- 
ferent opinions  were  held  as  to  the  precise 
point  wLere  that  parallel  wonld  strike  the 
MisfliMippi  River.  Yet,  tMa  was  a  point  very 
uec«Bsary  to  be  fixed,  since  that  line  passed 
through,  or  very  nearly  approached,  a  (LBtrict 
of  country  fall  of  lead  mines,  where  there  were 
'  Already  between  six  and  seven  thousand  inhab- 
itants, most  of  them  engaged  in  digging  for 
ore.  Emigrants  were  flo^uig  ftst  to  the  spot, 
and  there  was  reason  to  1>elieve,  that  the  nam- 
ber  this  aiminier  woold  be  swelled  to  twelve 
thonsand.  These  people  were  now  in  a  great 
measnre  withont  law,  becanse  it  was  nnoertcun 
nnder  what  inriBdiction  they  lay.  The  land 
they  occQpien  waa  claimed  on  the  one  dde  by 
Dlinol^  and  on  the  other  by  Michigan,  and 
mnoh  difficnlty  and  embarraaameDt  was  ezperi- 
enoed  in  conBeqnence.  The  bill  did  not  go  de- 
finitively to  compromit  the  question  of  joris- 
diction,  bat  merely  provided  meana  to  asoerUUn 
the  geographical  uiot  as  to  the  true  portion  of 
this  line,  for  which  pnrpoee  it  provided  a  com- 
mission, famished  inth  all  tlie  necessary  4>pa- 

Mr.  Siua  'Wood,  observing  that  the  bill  pro- 
hibited the  nse  of  the  magnetic  needle  in  fixing 
tJiis  line.  Inquired  the  reason ;  to  which 

Ifr.  BmoRa  relied,  that  it  had  been  fttllj  as- 
oertsJned,  and  was  now  conceded,  that  a  per- 
fectiy  Btrught  line  conld  not  be  nm  by  tlie 
compass,  but  must  be  laid  on  astronomical 
principles.  Various  instramenta  would  enable 
the  conunissioners  to  ran  such  a  line :  either 
the  plane  table  or  the  xenlth  sector,  were  mffi- 
oient  for  this  pnniose;  bat  the  best  of  all 
modes  was  that  oi  a  trigonometrical  surrey. 
This  was  at  once  the  cheapest  and  the  most 
certain  mode,  and  was  liable  to  no  danger  from 
the  vicinity  of  iron  beds,  &c.,  which  wonld 
affect  the  needle. 

Mr.  S.  then  moved  a  slight  amendment, 
which  being  agreed  to,  tike  bill  was  laid  aside. 

Indian  Appropriatiotu— Georgia  and  North 
Carolina. 

The  oommittee  proceeded  to  oonaider  the 
amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  ma 
appropriations  for  the  Indian  Department. 

The  first  amendmeDt  being  nnder  ooneidera- 
tion,  in  the  words  following : 

To  the  end  of  the  foUoving  item :  "  And  the 
sum  of  $60,000  be,  and  the  same  ts  hereby, 
«>propriated  to  enable  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States  to  carry  into  effect  the  articles  of 
agreement  and  oesrion,  entered  into  on  the 
34th  of  April,  1808,  between  the  United  States 
and  the  State  of  G«orgia,  wliloh  sum  of  money 
shall  be  applied  nnder  the  direction  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  to  the  extin- 
guishment of  the  claims  of  tiie  Oherokee  In- 


dians, to  all  the  lands  which  they  occupy  within 
the  limits  of  Mid  State." 

Add  the  following;  "And  totheextingnish- 
ment  of  the  dum  of  the  Cherokee  Indisiu  to 
the  lands  they  occnpy  within  the  State  of 
North  Carolina." 

Mr.  VoOox  widied  for  information,  as  to  any 
obligations  nnder  which  the  United  Stat«s  lav 
to  eitjngulah  the  Indian  land  titles  in  North 
Carolina.  He  wished,  also,  to  know  whether 
the  Cherokee  Indians  in  that  State  were  will- 
ing to  sell  their  lands  ? 

Mr.  Cabsok,  in  reply  to  these  inquiries,  went 
a  full  statement  of  tiie  facts  of  the  case, 
which  are  in  substance  as  follows : 

Daring  the  revolntion,  the  State  of  North 
Carolina  was  engaged  in  an  Indian  war,  the  re- 
sult of  which  was  a  oonqneat  of  the  Cherokeee, 
and  an  arrangement  by  which  they  were  lo- 
cated on  certain  lands  witliin  the  State,  tiie 
possession  of  which  was  guarantied  to  them 
for  hunting  grounds.  In  17S5,  the  General 
Qovemment  took  into  Its  own  bands  the  entire 
control  of  these  Indians,  (contrary  to  the  ex- 
press will  and  protest  of  the  State,)  and  gnar- 
antied  to  them  possession  of  the  lands  they 
held.  In  the  meanwhile,  the  land  was  sold  by 
the  Stat«,  and  a  colMon  arose,  which  termi- 
nated by  the  Treaty  of  Holston,  in  1791,  by 
which  tiie  Qeneral  Oovemment  conveyed  to 
the  Indians  the  fee  of  their  land,  and  prohibit- 
ed them  from  making  any  treaty  concerning  it 
with  North  Carolina,  or  any  other  sovereignty, 
bat  the  United  States  alone.  Hr.  0.  concluded 
that  this  was  an  nnwarrantable  and  Illegal  act, 
by  which  an  encumbrance  was  placed  upon  the 
State  of  North  Carolina,  contrary  to  ber  most 
solemn  protest,  and  the  General  Oovemment 
was  therefore  bound  to  make  good  the  money 
which  that  State  was  obliged  afterwards  to 
pay,  in  order  to  extinguish  the  Indian  title,  and 
make  good  the  land  to  those  who  had  boagbt 
it  of  the  St&to.  He  dwelt  on  the  liberahty 
which  North  Carolina  had  displayed  towards 
the  United  States,  in  the  cession  of  all  her 
western  territory,  (now  the  State  of  Tenneswe, 
and  then  supposed  to  extend  to  the  Pacific 
Ocean,)  with  no  other  condition  than  the  pay- 
ment of  her  Militia  Land  Warrants. 

Mr.  LunPKiH  said,  the  bill  on  the  table,  as  it 
passed  the  Honse,  set  apart  |G0,(}00  to  enable 
the  President%f  the  United  States  to  eitiD> 
gniah  the  Cherokee  claim  to  all  tbe  lands 
which  they  oocapy  within  the  limits  of  Geor- 
gia, and  thereby  Mfil  a  long-delayed  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  United  States.  Now,  sir, 
said  Mr,  L.,  the  amendment  of  the  Senate  )iro- 
posea,  also,  to  estlngalsh  the  Cherokee  titie  to 
all  the  lands  within  the  limits  of  tbe  State  of 
North  Carolina — this,  too,  is  to  be  done  out  of 
the  sum  set  apart  by  this  Honse,  for  the  epe- 
dfio  purpose  of  enabling  tbia  Government  tA 
ftalfil  its  obligations  to  the  State  of  Gtorgia. 

Mr.  L.  said :  Sir,  while  I  express  a  confideht 
hope  that  this  oommittee  will  refuse  to  ooneor 
with  the  Senate  In  placing  North  Carolina  (on 
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this  ocearaon)  upon  an  equd  fcmting  witii  G«or- 
gii— I  wiafa  to  be  diatmctlj  onderstood,  as  en- 
tertainiiig  none  but  the  kindest  fbelingg  towards 
Sorth  OiToliiw.  He  uud,  while  he  protested 
igauut  tbe  interest  and  wishes  of  North  Oaro> 
Una  being  attached  to  th«  jtut  oUms  wd  de- 
mands of  Geoifia,  as  an  nnnatoral  alUanoe, 
whi(i  wonld  plue  the  wishes  and  interest  of 
ou  State  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  Just 
demands  and  rights  of  another,  be  wonid  agun 
r^eat,  that  he  entertained  all  the  Mendl;  feel- 
Ingi  (J  a  good  neighbor  to  that  State.  He 
lii^i^  respected  her  Repreeentatdfes  with 
wbaca  he  was  aasodated  b«K,  as  well  as  Ota 
people  thej  represented. 

Mr.  L.  taii,  u  ft  ReprearataUye  of  the  peo- 
rie  of  Georgia,  be  felt  it  to  be  an  impertoos 
aatj  which  devolved  on  him,  npon  this  and  all 


inla«sta  of  the  State,  and  not  suffer 
be  l«d  iitny,  bj  a  compromiring  ^nrit  of  oon- 
descen»m  to  bis  good  ndg^bora.  Mr.  L. 
■aid,  (Jiii  item  of  fifty  thonsand  dollars  was  in- 
cmporated  in  that  bill,  at  his  instance,  and  as 
the  ptiriseology  will  show,  for  the  exprew  and 
nk  pmpoae  of  exUn^ishing  the  Cherokee 
dnmi  to  the  lands  which  they  ooonpj  within 
the  GmitB  of  GeoTgia,  and  thereh;^  satisfy  her, 
and  hlfil  a  contract,  which  this  GovenuDent 
bomtd  itaelf  to  perform,  more  than  a  quarter  of 
a  century  ago.  The  proprieliy  of  this  appro- 
priaiiMi,  so  &r  as  it  relates  to  Geor^a,  has,  at 
the  pceeeut  aeanon  of  Congress,  nnderwmt  the 
scnttinj  and  investigation  of  two  standing 
ommittees  of  this  House — wsh  then  discnssed 
In  Cetnnuttee  of  tbe  whole  House — and  lastly 
by  the  HouM  itself;  and  has  boan  sanctioned 
by  sll  »ith  a  very  near  approach  to  unanimity. 
It  was  Kut  in  th^'  form  to  the  other  bran^ 
of  tbe  L^islatnre.  It  is  now  returned  to  ns 
vith  this  amendment,  indndiog  North  Coro- 
Eoa,  sod  that,  too,  without  the  suUect  of  ez- 
tingnaKitig  ja^aa.  title  within  that  Stete  being 
crea  tabioitted  to  the  consideration  of  this 
Home,  f«  any  one  of  its  committees.  Sir,  this 
ii  joioiog  together  that  which  shonld  be  kept 
asander.  As  well  might  TemieBsee  and  AlV 
hnna  propose  to  be  inclnded  with  Geoigia; 
sod  thereby  ftirtber  delay  the  Just  demands  of 
Georgia,  which  have  so  often  been  a  fmitftd 
■object  of  irritatiob  and  conflict  between  that 
Stale  and  this  Government  The  olaima  of 
Ocorgia  upon  tliis  Government  to  eztingnish 
the  CherokM  UUe,  as  soon  as  it  can  be  done  on 
reatonable  and  peaceable  terms,  is  imperative ; 
wd  that  it  may  be  accompli^ed  upon  such 
tiniM  ts  I  consider  reasonable  and  peaceable,  I 
W«  strong  confidence,  if  the  proper  means  be 
i<*nted  to  by  this  Govenuneat ;  but,  I  am  not 
Jnpmd  to  concur  in  the  attempt  to  extin- 
P^  the  Cherokee  title  to  any  knds  in  the 
(*ber  Stales,  until  the  compact  with  Georgia  is 
MBfieted  by  this  QoTermnent  This  policy  of 
ntiBgnishing  the  Cherokee  title,  in  the  a^oin- 
>^  EtUe^  has  already  thrown  tbe  largest  por- 
tKa  of  tbe  Cherokee  population  on  the  territo- 


ry of  Georgia,  and  Las  been  the  principal  cause 
of  the  diaability  of  this  Oovermnent  to  comply 
with  its  obligationB  to  Geor^ ;  in  this  is  to  be 
found  the  want  of  good  faith  on  the  part  of 
this  Oovermnent. 

Mr.  Chairman ;  It  is  tme  that  I  am  decided- 
ly in  favor  of  the  emigration  plan,  and  believe 
tike  Indians  can  never  prosper  while  they  re- 
main in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories  of  this 
Union.  And  I  shall  never  be  content  until  I 
see  them  planted  in  permanent  and  good  homes 
west  of  the  Missismppi  River,  and  then  I  wonld 
never  "  leave  them  nor  forsake  them,"  until  I 
made  them  as  comfortable  and  h^py  as  any 
township  or  village  in  New  England.  With  ^ 
due  regard  to  the  interest  of  other  States,  in 
which  the  Oherokees  reside,  I  hope  they  wiU 
not  consider  me  as  illiberal,  or  bearing  upon 
their  interests,  while  I  prot«at  agmnst  eitin- 
^nishing  the  Cherokee  title  to  one  acre  of  land 
va  any  of  those  States,  until  the  demands  of 
Georgia  upon  this  Government  be  fully  and 
oompletely  complied  with,  as  otmbuned  in  the 
compact  of  1B09. 

Should  I  &il  of  success  in  my  views,  In  rela- 
tion to  the  emigration  of  the  Indiana  generally, 
nevertheless  I  feel  assured  that  Justice  may  be 
extended  to  Georgia,  by  removing  the  Indians 
firom  her  soil,  and  settling  them  in  the  territory 
which  they  occnpy  in  o&er  States,  where  the 
right  of  soil  is  ai^nitted  to  be  in  the  United 
States.  Yea,  sir,  this  can  be  done  withont  vio- 
lence to  the  rights,  interest,  and  prosperity,  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians :  for  I  speak  advisedly 
when  I  state  to  this  committee,  that  the 
Cherokee  Indians  claim  lands  oat  of  the 
limits  of  Georgia  snfflcient  in  extent  and  qual- 
ity to  SDstun  them  in  oomfort  for  a  century  to 

Mr.  Ohidrman,  I  eondder  this  amendment  irf 
the  8«iate  injurions  to  the  interests  of  Geoi^ 
^a.  I  consider  It  an  untimely  appendsge,  cal- 
culated, in  some  degree,  to  retard  the  fulfilment 
of  the  obligations  of  this  Government  to  the 
Stete  of  Georgia.  I,  therefore,  with  great  con- 
fidence, look  to  this  committee,  and  this  House, 
and  trust  they  wilt  refnse  to  concnr  with  the 
Senate  in  their  proposed  amendment. 

Hr.  Cassdn  replied,  insisting  that  the  amend- 
ment went  merely  to  extend  the  power  of  the 
Commissioners,  who  should  be  appointed  to 
treat  with  the  Oherokees,  in  such  a  manner 
that  they  might  include  the  land  ia  North  Car- 
olina, if  the  Indians  there  should  be  willing  to  sell 
it.  He  acknowledged  that  Georgia  had  a  claim 
of  a  specific  character — such  as  no  other  State 
could  advance ;  but  thongh  North  Carolina  had 
not  put  forward  her  claim  in  the  land  when  she 
ceded  her  territory,  yet  it  was  equally  binding 
on  every  equitable  groond.  If  she  hod  re- 
ceived her  proportion  of  the  general  proceeds 
of  the  western  domain,  she  woold  long  before 
have  received  more  than  enough  to  extinguish 
the  whole  of  the  Cherokee  title  within  ba 
bonnds, 

Mr,  MrroHELL,  of  Tennessee,  thought  that 
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thiB  disciudon  was  whoUf  nimeceBuij,  inw- 
mnoli  as  the  Cberokeea,  who  were  qtread 
through  the  four  States  of  Korth  Carolina, 
Georgia,  Tenneasea,  and  Alabama,  when  thejr 
met  in  conodl  to  make  a  treaty,  neither  knew 
nor  oai^  any  tlkinf  about  our  State  bonndai? 
lines,  bnt  conmdered  their  own  territorj  as  one 
whole ;  and  if  the;  agreed  to  dispose  of  any 
part  of  it,  would  be  guided  by  their  own  inter- 
est in  determiniagwhat  particular  portion  they 
would  part  with.  The  power  of  tne  Commis- 
aioners  was  one  thing;  and  an  appropriation  for 
their  expenses  was  another.  The  treaty  would 
coat  no  more  if  the  lands  ceded  lay  within 
twenty  States,  than  if  they  lay  all  in  one. 

Ur.  UoDuTFiB  now  stated,  that  the  pnblio 
bumnoBs  was  aofi&ring  from  delay,  and  pressed 
for  a  speedy  decision ;  whereupon,  Messrs. 
LuMPKur  and  Cabbon  consentad  to  wwre  any 
farther  discnsNon,  and  allow  the  qnesUon  on 
the  amendment  at  once  to  be  taken. 

Mr.  S.  Wood,  of  New  York,  denied  that  the 
United  States  were  under  any  obligation  to  ei- 
tingoisb  Indian  titles  within  the  hmits  of  any 
of  the  States,  except  Georgia,  she  having  made 
a  compact  to  that  effect  when  she  ceded  her 
lands.  In  other  States,  although  an  officer  of 
the  TTnited  Statea  was  necessarily  present  to 
see  that  no  improper  advantages  were  taken  of 
the  Indians,  and  althongb,  perhaps,  the  United 
States  pmd  the  eipcnsea  of  the  treaty,  yet  the 
consideration  money  was  always  fami^ed  by 
the  State,  and  not  by  the  General  Government, 
Thia  was  the  first  instance  with  which  he  was 
acquiunted,  where  such  a  thing  had  been  de- 
manded or  proposed. 

If  r.  Shippebd  expressed  his  regret  and  sur- 
prise, that  the  amendment  under  oon«deration 
lAould  be  met  by  the  opposiUon  of  the  honor- 
able gentleman  from  Georgia,  (Ur.  Lnvrvnr;)' 
tor,  said  Ifr,  B.,  though  it  is  true,  that  North 
Carolina  does  not  present  herself,  cMming  the 
extinguishment  of  the  Indian  title  within  her 
limits,  under  any  expresa  contract,  like  that 
which  Georgia  rigbtfnlly  seta  up:  yet,  said  Mr. 
S.,  by  a  slight  consideration  of  the  question,  it 
will  appear,  that  there  are  strong  reasons  why 
North  Carolina  ahould  share  in  t£e  benefit  pro- 
posed to  Georgia.  Nor,  said  he,  can  her  cujm 
to  a  favorable  consideration  be  weakened  in  the 
estimation  of  the  committee,  because  she  baa 
not  heretofore  importuned  the  natJon  on  this 
snUeot,  nor  disturbed  the  quiet  of  the  Lidiana 
reeident  within  her  limita,  bnt  towards  whom, 
Ur.  S.  remarked,  that  he  was  proud  to  say,  his 
State  had  ever  been  disposed  to  act  with  dne 
regard  to  the  principles  of  humanity  and  jus- 
tice. A  strong  illustration,  said  Ur.  S,,  of  the 
truth  of  this  remark  will  be  afforded,  when  the 
committee  come  to  oonaider  tlie  farther  amend- 
ment, which  proposee  refunding  to  Noiih  Oaro- 
Una  tiie  money  paid  by  her  for  the  exlinguiah- 
ment  of  the  bifiao  reservations, 

Nordi  Carolina,  said  Ifr.  8.,  ^oeseanng  a 
Tast  extent  of  western  territory,  m  the  year 
1769,  ceded  it  to  the  Generu  Government, 


with  no  other  reservation,  in  her  own  favcr, 
than  the  mere  privilege  or  right  of  satis^ing, 
out  of  it,  the  debts  due  her  citizens  for  military 
and  other  services,  rendered  in  Uie  war  of  Iha 
revolntioQ ;  and  even  the  att^nment  of  this 
stipnlataon  was,  by  subsequent  events,  retarded 
and  embarrassed  with  many  difficulties.  Eav- 
ing  thus  liberally  given,  North  Carolina,  said 
Mr.  B.,  now  comes,  merely  to  ask  that  she  may 
have  the  honor  and  benefit  of  being  asaociatM 
with  Georgia  in  the  extinguishment  of  the 
remnant  of  the  Indian  title  within  her  at  pres- 
ent contracted  limits ;  for  this,  said  he,  no  sd> 
ditional  appropriation  is  asked,  nor  can  the 
aUowaoce  of  the  request  jeopardize,  in  any 
way,  the  Just  pretensions  of  Georgia;  whil^ 
its  r^ection  may,  and  in  all  probability  will, 
lead  still  farther  to  increase  the  burthens 
already  imposed  upon  her,  by  the  injnrious  ac- 
tion of  tiie  General  Government,  in  relation  to 
this  subject.  There  is  no  principle,  awd  Ur. 
S.,  more  fully  iUustrated  by  the  melancholy 
history  of  the  aborigines  of  this  conntry,  than 
that  of  tb«r  persevering  adherence  to  the  name 
and  character  of  tribe  or  nation.  Yea,  Ur, 
Chtdrman ;  to  this  rallying  point  of  distinction 
they  are  seen  to  cleave,  when  scarce  a  vestige 
of  national  exiatenoo  remaina.  Extiugui^ 
then,  said  Ur.  S.,  the  Indian  title  in  Georgia 
alone,  and  the  natural  consequences  will  btj 
that  those  whom  you  drive  from  their  miser- 
able abode,  in  that  State,  will  seek  to  unite 
with  the  remnant  of  their  tribe  remaining  in 
North  Carolina.  Mr.  B.  adverted  to  the  treaties 
of  1T8G  and  1791,  by  which  the  Government  of 
the  United  Statea  naa  bound  the  nation  of  the 
Cherokees  to  treat  with  no  individnal  State; 
and  remarked,  that,  while  he  was  not  dispt^ed 
to  condemn  Uiat  policy  which  placed  the  Indian 
tribes  under  the  exclusive  care  of  the  General 
Government,  yet,  s^d  Mr.  S,,  it  certainly  im- 
poses upon  that  Government  the  obligation  c/t 
extingmahing  the  Indian  titie  to  the  lands  lying 
within  the  individual  States.  He  said,  that,  by 
the  treaties  of  1817  and  1819,  it  was  no  doubt 
the  intention  of  the  Executive  of  the  United 
States  to  have  performed  this  implied  obliga- 
tion, and  that  the  failure  to  do  ao  was  merely  ■ 
attributable  to  a  misapprehension  of  the  west- 
ern and  southern  boundary  of  North  Carolina. 
There  ^et,  said  Mr.  S.,  remains  a  small  extent 
of  temtor;  in  possession  of  the  Cherokeea,  un- 
important, indeed,  in  itsetf,  bnt  highly  desira- 
ble in  relation  to  Uie  integral  character  of  the 
State.  Ho  hoped  that  this  little  nook  or  cor- 
ner wonld  not  be  denied  to  North  Carolina — 
she  who  had,  by  the  donation  already  referred 
to,  endowed  the  General  Government  with  a 
fertile  and  extensive  region,  A-om  which  had 
long  since  sprang  into  existence  a  flonriahlcg 
ana  &st  populating  State — one  that  does  honor 
to  this  Union.  Mr.  S.  concluded  by  exjiressing 
hia  regret  that  he  should  have  felt  it  his  duty 
to  dettun  the  committee,  even  for  a  moment, 
and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  the  honorable 
gendemoQ  fh>m  South  Carolina  (Mr.  UoDcv- 
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rn)  hftd  ezprewed  a  landablo  dedre  to  cl<Me  the 


Itr.  HoOoY  tnAde  Bome  obserrotionB  in  oppo- 
■tioD  to  the  principle  of  the  smendineiit—^- 
iHtuig  th»t  New  York  was  put  on  the  same 
grannd  with  NorUi  Oarolina,  sud  the  game 
ecwrw  ought  to  be  panned  towards  both.  He 
beheved  uiat  North  Carolina  was  not  roffering 
Uj  very  great  inooQTBiiieuee  from  the  Indiana 
— aitd  ha  was  opposed  to  the  scheme  of  remoT- 
b|tluno  to  the  weat  of  the  UlssisBippi. 

Tbe  qiMation  was  taken  on  the  first  amend- 
DKiit  of  the  Senate,  and  decided  in  the  affinna- 
lave— ajea  fiS,  noes  54. 

The  qnestion  then  recnrHug  on  the  Senate'i 
Kcood  amendment,  which  is  in  the  words  fol- 

"For  TefiBdins  to  the  Stale  of  North  Carolina 
the  aaont  cueoded  by  her  In  eitingultbing  the 
bOeaCcCTtiin  Indiana  of  the  Cherokee  triba,  to  tss- 
cvntioM  of  lukd  within  the  limiM  of  add  State, 
cnnted  to  Iboa  in  fee  simple,  bj  treaties  with 
Uk  ITiuted  Sum  in  the  jeais  I8]1  and  1BI9,  the 
•wi  of  2^000  doDan." 

It  was  decided  in  the  afSnnatiTe — ayes  Tl, 

NaturtUiaation  Loot. 
Hr.  BcoHAvxK  moved  the  ecmrideTalion  of 
the  bill  "  to  amfnd  the  acta  concerning  Natu- 


Itr.  6.  sud  he  woold  brieflj  state  the  rea- 
sons wludi  bad  indaoed  the  Jadioiar/  Commits 
tee  to  report  this  bill  to  the  House.  Under  the 
•xifllDg  taw,  an  alien  cannot  be  natnralized  on- 
ieaa  he  baa  remded  for  five  years  within  the 
Ifouts  of  the  United  States,  He  moat,  when 
be  n^in  to  be  natnraliied,  prove  bia  residence 
by  dinnteteMed  testimony ;  his  own  oath  ia  not 
allowed  for  this  porpose.  In  addition,  he  mnst 
cihibit  a  oertifieate  that  he  had  declared,  in  a 
Cooit  of  Record,  at  least  two  years  before  his 
ip^ication,  that  it  was  his  inteotion  to  beoome 
a  eitiaen,  and  to  renounce  his  allepanoe  to  the 
Ga*enuneat  from  which  he  came.  The  bill 
win  not  interfere  with  either  of  these  pro- 
Tinoiu.  The  existing  laws  require,  in  addition 
to  ttttae  {ooviflioaa,  that  the  alien  should  pro- 
duce a  certificate  that  be  hod  gone  before  a 
Court  of  Beoord,  and  registered  himaelf ;  and 
this  eartificate  id  to  be  the  evidence  of  the  time 
of  his  arriral  within  the  United  Sutes.  The 
act  of  S3d  March,  1816,  farther  reqoirea  that 
this  certificate  of  registry  ahall  be  recited  in 
the  certiflcate  of  naturalization. 

What  bsi  been  the  conaaqnenoe  t  By  a  cor- 
KO.  constmction  of  these  laws,  no  alien  can  be 
atfursliied  withont  a  registry.  This  is  the 
mlT  evidence  which  the  court  can  legally  re- 
tun  of  the  time  of  bis  arrival,  Ci  tiiose 
mirts,  therefore,  in  which  this  practice  pre- 
viOi,  if  411  Blien  baa  been  ten  years  in  the 
enotry,  though  hia  residence  were  QOtorions 
during  all  that  time,  still,  if  he  has  neglected  to 
npMar  himself,  be  cannot  be  natarahied  ontil 
Bvc  jean   t&ux  hia  firat  ^)plioatioa  to  the 


oonrt.  This  neglect  is  common,  tikj,  almost 
universal ;  becanse  ahens  do  not  know  the  law, 
and  would  not,  for  some  time  after  their  arri- 
val, conform  to  it,  even  if  they  did.  Bnt  this 
law,  like  every  other  unreasoiiable  one,  ia 
evaded.  It  seta  up  an  arbitrary  standard  cd 
evidence,  to  defeat  the  spirit  of  ita  own  pro- 
visions. Tha  consequence  is,  that  some  courta 
do,  and  others  do  not,  carry  this  part  of  it  into 
execution.  In  1S34,  Oongress  yielded  this  pro- 
vi»on,  so  far  as  to  declare,  that  a  certificate  of 
natoralizatioD,  theretofore  obtuned,  should  be 
good,  notwithstanding  it  did  not  recite  this 
re^try.  The  Conmuttee  on  the  Judiciary  be- 
lieved that  it  would  be  better  at  once  to  dis- 
pense with  this  registry.  They  thought  it 
would  umpU^  the  law. 

The  second  section  provides  for  another  class 
of  cases.  Every  alien  who  has  arrived  in  this 
country,  since  tbe  14th  of  April,  1802,  must 
exhibit  a  certificate  of  tiie  declaratioa  of  his 
intention  to  become  a  citizen,  made  two  years 
before  his  application  to  be  naturalized. 

It  was  believed  by  the  committee,  that,  if  an 
alien  ooold  establiu^  by  clear  and  indifferent 
testimony,  that  he  had  arrived  in  the  coontrj 
previous  to  the  late  war,  (viz.,  the  18th  June, 
1812,)  and  continued  to  reside  in  it  ever  since, 
this  condition  might,  in  such  case,  with  pro- 
priety, be  dispensed  with.  We  had  reason  to 
believe  that  there  were  many  persons  in  tlie 
coon^,  particularly  Irishmen,  who  served  as 
soldiers  during  the  late  war,  who  have  hitherto 
neglected  to  make  a  declaration  of  their  inten- 
tion  to  become  citizens;  and  we  thonght  it 
right  to  provide  for  this  class  of  oases,  more 
especially  as  such  piersona  most  prove,  by  dear 
and  indifferent  tesldntony,  that  they  have  ever 
wnce  resided  within  the  United  States.  It  is 
now  nearly  dxteen  years  since  the  declaration 
of  that  war.  This  section  is  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  former  precedents.  By  the  act  of 
14th  April,  1802,  aliens  resident  in  the  United 
States  between  the  29th  January,  1795,  and 
18th  Jnue,  1798,  might,  within  two  years  after 
its  passage,  have  become  citizens,  withont  any 
suoh  dedJaratJon  of  their  intention.  Here  the 
residence  reqnired  was  not  quite  six  years. 
By  the  act  of  28th  March,  1804,  aliens,  who 
have  redded  in  the  country  between  the  18th 
June,  1708,  and  the  14th  April,  1802,  and  have 
continued  to  reside  in  it,  imve  a  right  to  be 
natoralized,  wiUiont  producing  such  a  certifi- 
cate. Since  1604,  we  have  passed  no  dmilor 
provision,  altbouih  more  than  tweaty-fonr 
years  have  since  elapsed. 

Indian  Appropriationt. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  these 
various  bills  to  the  House ;  and  tne  onestion 
coming  up  on  the  concurrence  of  tbe  Ilonse  in 
the  Senate's  amendments  to  the  appropriation 
bill  for  the  Indian  Department,  the  debate  was 
again  renewed  on  the  first  of  those  amend- 
ments, and  conducted  with  great  animation  by 
Messrs.  8.  Wood,  Qmf  xpxb,  Maixuit,  Bxtak, 
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In  the  coone  of  the  debate,  on  incidental 
discnsaion  arose  as  to  the  oomparatdTe  merit 
of  tlie  Hererol  States  in  the  cession  of  their 
public  lands  to  the  Qeneral  Govenunent  The 
conduct  of  Georvi^  in  requiring  a  price  for 
hers,  and  in  stipnlkting  for  the  extingnifibment 
ot  tlie  Indian  title,  was  attribated  to  a  vise 
caution,  which  hod  been  Instified  by  snbseqneat 
erento.  That  of  Virginia  was  pronounced  b; 
ber  Bepresentativea  to  have  b«en  generous  and 
magDaoimous  in  tlie  highest  degree,  and  was 
set  In  advantageous  contrast  with  the  cearions 
of  States  to  the  North  and  East,  who  had  little 
or  no  land  to  cede. 

This  representation  was  repelled  b;  gentle- 
men tram  those  Btatea,  The  original  charters 
were  aupoaled  to,  to  show  the  extent  of  their 
title;  but  the  merit  of  all  the  ceasioos  was 
contended  to  be  bnt  small,  inasmuch  as  the 
lands  were,  at  that  time,  viewed  rather  in  the 
light  of  an  incumbrance. 

Ur.  UiTOHKLL,  of  TennMsee,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question.  His  motion  was  sustained  I^ 
the  House. 

The  previons  question  was  then  put  and  car- 
ried; and  the  main  question  on  concnrrenoe 
with  the  Senate's  first  amendment  being  then 
taken,  it  was  decided  b^— jeas  60,  nays  88. 

So  the  House  refused  to  concur. 

The  second  amendment  being  considered,  Mr. 
UiTomtLi,  again  demanded  the  prerionB  ques- 

The  House  sustained  his  motion,  and  the 
m^n  question  being  put,  it  was  decided  bj — 
yeas  68,  nays  70. 

So  the  Uonse  disagreed  to  tlds  amendment 

[The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Uesars. 
Bbtiv  and  Fobt  on  the  above  anliject :] 

Mr.  Bhiak  sidd,  that  he  felt  a  reluctance  to 
address  the  committee  at  so  late  an  hoar, 
almost  invincible ;  but  he  could  not  rest  satis- 
fled,  after  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Wood,)  in  which  he 
ohallenged  any  person  to  make  a  discrimination 
between  the  case  of  North  Carolina,  and  that 
of  New  York,  as  he  stated  it  Hr.  B.  s^d  the 
cases  were  by  □□  means  parallel,  and  even  the 
traces  of  resemblance  were  few  and  &int. 
Ur.  B.  here  gave  a  history  of  the  cession  of 
her  western  territorj  by  North  Carolina  to  the 
General  Government,  clogged  only  with  a  pro- 
vision for  her  liabilities  and  debts,  contracted 
by  her  efforts  in  the  war  of  the  revolution, 
which,  be  cont«nded,  vrere  equitably  charge- 
able upon  the  Confederation,  and  not  upon 
North  Carolina  alone,  as  they  were  contracted 
for  the  common  benefit,  and  in  the  common 
cause.  He  contended  that  the  cMms  of  North 
Carolina,  to  have  the  Indian  titie  extingnisbed 
within  her  boundariea,  were  aa  strong  upon  the 
Qeneral  Government,  in  an  equitable  view,  as 
Qtoee  of  Georgia ;  and  said  that,  if  there  was 
any  differenoe  to  the  diudvantage  <rf  North 


Carolina,  it  arose  ttam  the  magnanimity  and 
liberality  of  North  Carolina,  b  not  ezactjn^  U 
as  a  condition  of  her  cession.  She  gave  with 
confidence,  and  the  Qeneral  Government  ahonld 
not  avail  itself  of  that  confidence  in  ita  equi^, 
to  the  pr^udice  of  that  State.  Surely,  it  wiC 
uot  be  contended  that  the  General  Government 
shall  always  stand  npon  ite  stricUy  legal  righKi, 
and  say  to  North  Carolina,  that,  although  her 
claim  is  highly  equitable,  yet,  that,  as  "it  was 
not  in  the  bond,"  it  cannot  be  oonudered, 

Mr.  B.  contended  that,  even  in  astrictiyl^al 
view,  if  gentlemen  would  consider  it  solely 
in  that  light,  the  General  Government  was 
estopped  to  say  that  North  Carolina  could  not 
call  upon  her  to  extinguish  the  Indian  tiUe. 
He  allnded  to  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  in  178fi ; 
of  Holston,  and  to  the  treaty  of  I7B1,  made  br 
the  United  States  with  the  Cherokeea,  by  whii^ 
treaties  the  United  States  took  the  Cherokee* 
under  their  protection^  and  exclnded,  in  express 
terms,  any  State  or  individnal  from  treating 
with  them.  He  referred,  also,  to  the  treatiea 
of  1817,  '18.  and  '19,  whereby  the  United 
States  not  only  undertook  to  treat  with  these 
Indians  for  the  extingnishment  of  their  titie  in 
North  Carolina,  Geor^a,  and  Tennessee ;  but 
also  undertook,  and  actually  did  cede  to  the 
Indiana,  fee  simple  rights  to  a  large  portion  of 
the  Territory  of  North  Carolina,  which  North 
Carolina  was  c<nnpetent  to  extinguish  by  bay- 
ing out  the  Indian  tities,  or,  in  o&er  words,  by 
purcha«ng  her  own  soil. 

Mr.  B.  here  reviewed  the  nature  of  the  In- 
dian titie ;  which,  be  said,  was  defined  by  the 
Snpreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  several 
cases,  and  also  by  several  of  the  State  Oourta, 
to  be  a  mere  vtu/rvctvarj/  right,  or  right  ff 
temporary  occupancy ;  but  that  the  nltimatc 
right,  or  fee  simple,  remuned  in  the  State.  He 
referred,  in  confinnation  of  these  decisions,  to 
the    fact    that   North  Carolina  had    actually 

Cted  much  of  her  territory  before  the  In- 
titie  was  extinguished,  and  that  man^ 
tities  in  Tennessee,  particularly  in  what  u 
called  the  Ohiokasaw  Purchase,  depend  upon 
this  right  of  North  Oarolba,  as  must  be  known 
to  honorable  gentlemen  from  that  State.  Mr. 
B.  gave  a  sketch  of  the  legislation  of  North 
Carolina  relative  to  the  Cherokee  lands ;  that 
she  was  compelled  to  appropriate  her  own 
Amds  to  purchase  ont  Uiese  Indian  tities,  in  fe^ 
which  the  United  Stat«s  had  wrongfblly  filed 
upon  her  soil ;  and  that  the  General  Ckivem- 
ment,  having  done  her  this  injury,  by  a  high 
exercise  of  the  treaty-making  power,  sbonld 
redress  her  injnry  by  making  her  compenaatitOL 
Mr.  B.  disclaimed  the  idea  of  now  disonsring 
the  powers  of  the  Government  in  making 
treaties,  or  their  application  to  Indian  tribea 
within  the  chartered  limits  of  a  State.  He 
said  tiiat  it  was  sufficient  for  bis  present  par- 

Clo  show  that  the  property  of  North  (Wo- 
had  been  taken  by  it,  and  he  confldentiy 
hoped  and  expected  that  a  Just  compensation 
would  be  made  her;  that  North  Carolina  bad 
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b«en  compeD«d  to  pay,   u  was  Stated  by  tha 
nmmiUM  who  reported  a  bill  nptm  the  sob- 
jad  to  tbis  Honse,  $23,000,  whiidi  he  hoped 
wmld  be  refunded. 
Hi.  Foxr  addreseed  the  Hoiue  u  follows : 
Mr.  Speaker:   BeUeviag,  as  I  do,  that  this 
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main  ial«iit  in  this  ^seoMion.  Bo  fixed  has 
been  mj  detarmination  to  maintaia  this  oonrae, 
that  I  thcn^ht  nothing  oonld  occur  which 
wcnld,  at  this  time^  oaose  me  to  open  my 
nurath  on  the  qneebon.  Sir,  how  often,  on 
thie  and  other  oocasions,  have  we  heard  Ihe 
etj  of  the  bond  to  Qeorsla,  the  bond  to  Geor- 
gia, the  bond  to  G^rgial  I  have  so  often 
beaid  this  sabjeet  drawn  into  the  debates  of 
tlua  Boom,  and,  in  mj  opinion,  with  so  Uttle 
joatioe  or  ooortcflT'  to  those  I  represent  here^ 
tlu&  1*>S!™  nlence  on  my  part  would  be  crimi- 
ng we  hare  been  told  that  yii]ginia  has 
Acted  with  imeiampled  maenanimttj' ;  that 
Kortb  Gutilina  hiss  ooTored  bersdf  witli  glo- 
17;  that  other  Statee  vied  with  them  in  thdr 
nhatdU  eouoessone  to  the  United  States,  and 
niat  th^  all  gave  freely,  and  without  price ; 
bat,  when  it  come  to  Georgia,  she  exacted  a 
iMOd. 

How  stands  the  fkct  in  this  matter )  What 
■wa  Oeor^  at  the  close  of  the  reTolntiont 
An  inbnt  in  the  cradle-^iot  even  in  the  gristle 
ot  diiMlwod,  tar  lees  the  bone  and  nnew  of 
Buabood  t  Was  it  expedient  to  place  her  oa 
tlie  precise  footing  of  the  oldest  States  in  the 
Uidnit  Hersparse  population,  sesttered  along 
ooe  of  her  border^  held  on  nndlspoted  title  to 
tamenie  tracts  of  nncnldvated  lands,  of  on- 
down  Taloe.  Was  it  expected  that  they 
aboold  f^n  up  their  title  to  all  this  country  b»- 
yond  Ibor  settled  bormdaiy  t  or  was  it  not  an 
infispanobto  and  just  policy  to  retain  as  mnoh 
as  would  ensnre  them  a  permanent  reapeotabil- 
fty,  aa  a  member  of  this  Union  t  She  gave  up 
mora  than  any  State  in  the  Union,  Virginia  es- 
eepted,  and  die  gave  what  is  more,  a  conntry 
<■  ioeattanable  vdne,  over  which  her  sorer- 
elgnty  was  midispated.  For  this  sorrender  of 
toritory  she  demanded  a  price,  and  exacted  a 
bond,  which  abe  had  a  clear  right  to  do.  And 
bow  hare  the  oonditiona  of  this  bond  been  hi- 
flSed  by  this  Oovemmentt  By  first  extin- 
guishing the  titles  of  these  tribes  in  every  oth- 
er qurter,  and  crowding  them  into  the  bosom 
tk  QtorpM  for  permanent  looatliHi  I  And  tlds 
was  expected  to  be  witnessed  and  borne  meekly 
and  patienUy.  OonM  the  people  of  Qeorgia 
•itnSM  these  thlDsa  withont  irritation,  or  is 
then  any  Jostioe  In  the  reiterated  charge  of 
vUniecy  bronght  against  themt  The  perma- 
Bcat  location  ^  these  tribes,  on  the  most  voln- 
Mi  port  ot  her  territory,  can  never  be  regard- 
ed, t^*  Georpa,  as  any  thing  less  than  an  at- 
tempt to  keep  her  in  a  perpetual  state  of  pnpil- 
^;  and  her  sons  cannot  be  expected  to 
nbrait  to  it  in  silence. 
I  do  not  wish  to  detract  from  the  high  merit 


of  the  States  who  made  theee  oonceesions,  nor 
to  deny  the  inestimable  benefits  thus  conferred 
on  this  Union ;  but  I  will  remark,  that  there 
were  oonflictins  ol^ms  set  up  to  this  territorr 
by  several  of  the  States  and  I  most  be  allowed 
to  believe  that  these  claims  conld  not  have  been 
adjusted  by  the  States  themselves.  A  surren- 
der to  the  Oenerol  Oovemment  was  a  measnre 
of  ffreat  pmdence,  and  perhaps  indispensable 
to  the  peace  of  the  States  who  made  it;  nor 
will  I  exempt  my  own  State  from  reasons  of  a 
like  kind.  She  hod,  by  her  own  l^islatlon. 
covered  immense  tracts  of  her  oncnltivoted 
lands  with  claims  for  Mil,  if  not  for  sovereign- 
ty. And,  BO  far  am  I  from  reffretting  the  tak- 
ing of  the  bond,  that  I  think  the  getting  rid  of 
these  claims  forms  her  only  excuse  for  yieldins 
np  the  t«rritory  for  any  consideration.  I  wiO 
not  pnrsne  this  subject,  but  cannot  nt  down 
-without  attempting  to  do  Jnstioa  to  the  State  of 
Vir^nia.  All  that  can  be  sud  of  the  disputes, 
as  to  the  titles  <^  our  northwestern  lands,  can- 
not deprive  her  of  a  cl^m  to  the  most  extraor- 
dinary magnanimity ;  nor  has  she  merited  it  in 
this  instance  alone.  For  more  than  twenty 
years  her  sons  have  predominated  in  the  conn- 
dls  of  the  nation,  and  yet  no  solitary  set  of 
l^[tdation  has  been  passed  for  her  benefit.  On 
the  contrary,  by  a  course  of  legislation  onfa- 
vorable  to  her  int«rest8,  she  hosj^in  spite  of  her 
great  advantages,  withered  on  the  map  of  this 
nation.  If  her  policy,  and  tliat  of  this  Govern- 
ment, which  she  has  controlled,  bos  been  at- 
tended  with  these  fatal  results,  I  con  never  re- 
gret that  Georgia  has  not  followed  her  ex- 
ample. 

Fbidat,  Hay  2. 
Omtnemtiont  (ffSat^an  Treatji  in  tM  North- 

Hr.  LivnaBTOH,  from  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Judiciary,  reported  a  bill  "  for  the  punishment 
of  contraventions  of  the  Oth  article  of  the 
treafrr  between  the  United  States  and  Russia;" 
which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  LrvraosToii  briefly  explained  the  ol^eot 
and  neoesrity  of  this  bill.  The  object  of  it  was 
to  prevent  the  sale  of  liquors  and  fire-arms,  by 
dtuens  of  the  United  BtAtee,  to  the  natives  cm 
the  northwest  ooast  of  America,  within  the 
limits  claimed  on  that  coast  by  our  Qovem- 
iDMit,  and  its  Deoeauty  arose  ftum  a  stipolatioii 
in  our  treaty  with  Ros^  by  wUch  both  pow- 
ers were  bound  to  prohibit  uiis  traffic, 

Ur.  Hallaxi  suggested  that  the  United 
States  had  not  power,  at  present,  on  that  coast, 
to  carry  the  law  into  eSecL  if  it  shonld  be 
passed.  He  also  considered  the  penslties  as  in- 
adequate to  prevent  the  ooromisdon  of  the 
ofi'ence. 

Mr.  Livnosros  rc^Hed,  that  the  want  of 
phyMcal  power  to  put  the  law  into  executioOi 
did  not  remove,  or  in  anywise  affect^  the  obli- 
gation of  tha  United  States,  nnder  the  treaty, 
to  pose  snoh  a  law.    The  treaty  required  the 
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law  to  be  passed.  The  passing  of  it  was  oblig- 
atfli7  oa  tne  national  fUth,  md  although  the 
offence  might  oot  be  pQniHbed  on  tb«  spot,  yet  it 
was  poniahable,  ahoiild  the  perpetrators  ever 
retnrn  into  the  limits  of  the  United  States,  or 
within  the  sphere  of  its  practicable  Jnrisdio- 
tion.  laws  vhioh  prohibited  offences  npoa  the 
high  seas,  had  no  penal  operation  where  the 
ofience  was  oommitted,  but  the  penaltj  was  in- 
flicted when  the  offender  retnmed  home ;  and 
the  United  States  was  bonnd  to  prohibit  and 

Kniah  offences,  whether  the  puniahment  oould 
inflicted  on  the  spot  or  no. 

Ur.  Ybbflasok  BOffgested  that  no  court  was 
specified  in  tiie  act,  Mfore  which  the  offence 
was  te  be  ctwoizable. 

Mr.  P.  P.  Bakboub  said,  that  the  discnarion 
which  had  already  taken  plaoe  was  snfficient  to 
show  that  it  was  proper  that  the  House  should 
le^^islate  npon  this  snmeot.  The  stipulation  in 
the  treat;  waa  mntoal,  and  it  was  the  nature 
of  all  treaties,  that,  if  one  of  the  contracting 
parties  refoaed  or  Defected  to  compl;  with  ita 
aide  of  the  bargain^  tiie  otter  party  waa  there- 
to absolved  from  the  obligation  of  the  treaty. 
"nte  treaty  provided  for  the  establishment  of  a 
line,  on  the  respective  Bides  of  which,  the  two 
nations  should  inhibit  the  traffic  in  arms,  spir- 
its, and  certain  other  articles  usually  disposed 
of  to  Indiana,  lest  the  natives  might,  thereby, 
be  induced  to  do  mischief  to  the  snltjects  of 
one  or  other  of  the  powers.  As  to  the  p<dicy 
and  obUgation  of  saeh  a  measure,  he  presumed 
there  was  but  one  opinion.  In  regard  to  the 
penalty,  thongh  its  amount  seemed  to  be  small, 
yet  it  most  be  recollected,  that  penalties  were 
to  be  inflicted  upon  each  ofi^noe.  If  liquors 
were  aold,  and  Uie  penally  exacted  to-day,  it 
might  be  exacted  a^am,  if  liquors  were  sold  to- 
morrow, and  BO  totnet  quotia.  For  himself  he 
thought  the  penalty  sofflcient ;  bnt,  if  it  were 
otherwise  Judged,  its  amonnt  might  readily  be 
Increased  by  an  amendment.  Aa  to  the  ques- 
tion of  practical  Jurisdiction,  it  waa  proper 
that  the  House  should,  at  least,  do  what  it 
could.  The  United  States  had  Btipnlated  to 
prohibit  this  traffic,  and  oomplaints  had  been 
made  by  Kusna,  that  she  failed  to  oomply  witb 
this  part  of  her  engagement.  Whether  it  was 
proper,  at  ttus  time,  to  create  a  tribnnal  for  the 
pm^MJse  of  trying  offences  against  this  law,  was 
a  qnestion  which  belonged  to  the  House  to  de- 
termine. If  they  ahoold  oon^der  that  there 
was  any  necessity  for  a  specific  provirion  on 
this  point,  the  case  waa  provided  for  by  the 
coDstltQtton,  which  provides  that  "  the  trial  of 
all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of  impeachments 
shall  be  by  Jury,  and  snoh  trials  shall  b«  held 
in  the  State  where  the  said  orimee  shall  have 
been  committed ;  bnt  when  not  committed  in 
any  State,  the  trial  shall  be  at  sach  place  or 
plaoea  aa  the  Oongress  may,  by  law,  have  di- 
rected." The  place  was,  therefore,  within  tiie 
reach  of  any  amendment  which  the  Honse 
might  agree  to.  The  law,  however,  would  aat- 
isfy  the  treaty,  m  it  now  stood. 


Mr,  YsBFUiroE  made  an  inquiry  wUch  wss 
imperfectly  beard  by  the  reporter,  but  the  snb- 
Btmoe  of  which  was  nnderatood  to  txs  wheth- 
er, as  the  law  now  stood,  the  Crimea  prohibited 
by  this  act  would  not  be  within  the  jmisdicdoo 
of  the  Oircnit  or  District  Oonrts  of  tbe  United 
States. 

Mr.  BxBBOUB  replied,  that  that  did  not,  in 
his  opinion,  follow  as  of  conrae.  When  a  crime 
was  oommitted  within  a  State,  then  az  lueim- 
taU  the  trial  must  l>e  held  within  that  State; 
bnt  when  the  crime  was  committed  at  a  place 
o'.lhin  the  Jnrisdiction  of  the  United  Ststc^ 


bnt  not  within  any  particnlar  State,  then  the 

court  having  iuiisicti  " '  "" "  "     "    '   ' 

designated  by  law. 


conrt  having  jniis^ction  must  be  particiilariy 


Mr.  Tatlob  conld  not  perceive  how  the  pto- 
ing  of  this  act  would  folfil  onr  treaty  with 
Rnssia,  He  quoted  the  fiMi  article  of  that 
treatj,  which  stipulated  that  neither  party 
shonld  have  power,  in  enforcing  the  prohilation 
of  the  trade  m  arms,  spirits,  £a.,  to  search  the 
vessels  of  the  other  nation,  but  eadi  party  is 
left  at  liberty  to  punish  its  own  citizens  in  nieh 
manner  as  it  may  think  fit.  Now,  the  treaty 
itself^  aa  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  wss  a 
prohibition  of  this  trade,  binding  npon  all  good 
citizens.  The  professed  object  of  this  bill  w» 
to  enforce  a  penalty  for  the  violatioD  of  this 
prohibition,  bnt  it  provides  qo  oonrt  which 
shell  have  Jurisdiction  of  the  offence.  Its 
practical  effect,  therefore,  would  be  nothing, 
and  the  matter  would  be  left  just  where  it  vss 
by  the  treaty.  He  was  told  tnat  some  amend- 
ment would  be  offeretL  asri^ning  the  Jurisdio* 
tion  to  some  court  of  the  Umted  States,  bat  he 
believed  that  many  difSculties  wonld  arise 
in  tiie  exerdse  of  such  law.  He  inqnirefl 
whether  any  decree  had  been  issued  by  the 
Emperor  of  Kossia,  inflicting  penalties  on  these 
offencea,  and  if  it  had,  what  those  penaltiea 

Ur.  Livnrearoir,  in  reply,  observed,  that 
this  subject  had  been  brought  before  Oangrces 
in  conseqnenoe  of  a  letter  addressed  by  the 
Secretary  of  State  to  tiie  Ctiairman  ot  the 
Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  whi<di  stated,  that 
the  Emperor  of  Bossia  had  enforced  this  pro- 
hibition by  penaltiea.  This  letter  did  not  state 
what  those  penalties  were,  but  referred  to  a 
compl^t  made  by  the  Russian  Uinialtf,  that 
none  bad  been  imposed  on  the  part  of  the 
United  Stetes.  He  called  for  the  rea^ng  et 
this  letter,  and  it  was  read  aooordin^. 

Ur.  P.  P.  Babbodb  offered  the  foUowiog 
amendment : 

Sec.  £.  And  hi  it  farther  eruuttd.  That  the  Supe- 
rior Courts  in  each  of  the  Territorii]  Districts,  uid 
tbe  Circuit  Courts  of  the  United  Slates,  of  oinilir 
jurisdicCion  in  criminal  oaosei,  in  each  IHstrict  of 
the  United  States  in  widch  any  olTeDder*  sninrt 
this  set  shall  be  first  apprehended,  or  broegbt  for 
trial,  shall  have,  snd  ire  hereby  invested  with,  fbU 
power  and  authority  to  hetr,  try,  and  potiisii,  sD 
crimes,  offences,  and  mlsdemeanon,  against  this  ad; 
snoh  Coorta  praoeeding  therein  in  the  ume  maaner 
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■  V  Mdt  criiDM,  oKucea,  and  miMl«metuiois,  bad 
hm  commitled  within  tha  boomls  of  their  le^Mo- 
tiitDiKricta. 

Ur.  Tatix>k  s^d,  UiAt  he  shoold  like  to  know 
Tbt  had  hitherto  been  the  practice  of  the 
United  Bt»t«fl  as  to  the  trial  of  offencee  com' 
nitted  bejond  the  limits  of  any  State,  in  the 
lidian  ooxiiitr7.  If  Oie  practice  waa  fixed,  it 
Buriit  famiah  a  gnide  in  the  pretWDt  caae. 

Itr.  BaxBOUB  remarked  tnat  it  was  always 
tnapetent  to  the  United  States  to  pmi)Hh.&a7 
vStaeo  of  any  of  its  citiaena,  A  treaty  was 
fiw  ■Dpreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  infi^ictioii 
rf  it  was  a  crime  which  ought  to  be  punished. 
Thtraver  the  territory  of  the  United  States 
citcnded,  there  its  innsdiotion  ext«nded  also. 
Ho  djffinilty,  therefore,  cooM  arise  aa  to  the 
piiac^lc,  and  the  only  diffionlty  was,  where 
theoffoK*  shoold  be  tried.  The  amendment 
Ite  had  offered,  removed  this,  and,  as  he  snp- 
poaed,  would  teare  the  sobject  wholly  nnem- 

Hr.  LimoflTon  sng^eated  a  alight  alteration 
in  the  amendment,  wmch  was  rendered  neces- 
auy  by  the  fact,  that  in  some  States  there  are 
two  jodicial  districts. 

Hr.  &TBOSO,  in  reply  to  the  inqniry  of  his 
cdkagne,  (Hr.  Tatlos,)  qnoted  die  existing 
laws,  to  show  that  crimes  committed  within 
the  Indian  Territory,  and  not  within  the  limita 
ot  any  State,  are  to  be  tried  and  pnnished  in 
the  State  or  Territory  next  adjoining. 

Mr.  HABrni  niggested  that  the  amendment 
iroold  not  faQy  meet  the  case  for  which  it  was 
inieoded.  It  gave  the  Jnrlsdiction  of  these 
(rffeooca  to  the  IMstriot  Court  of  that  State 
where  tbe  offender  shoold  be  first  arrested,  or 
into  which  he  should  first  be  brought,  and  it 
confines  tbe  jarisdiction  excluBively  to  that 
State  or  Territory.  Now  it  might  happen,  that 
■och  State  might  prove  the  moat  inconvenient 
part  of  the  Union  for  the  trial,  in  oonseqaenoe 
vt  djatance,  expense  of  witnesses,  tee.  He 
thooght  the  law  ought  to  give  to  that  comt  a 
diseretjonaiy  power  oC  removing  the  venne  on 
the  ap]dication  dther  of  the  aocnaed  party,  or 
of  the  Attorney  of  the  United  SUtes. 

Hr.  BiKBora  replied,  that  this  difSonlty 
mwfat  be  obviated  by  striUng  ont  the  word 
"  first "   in  the   amendment    which   he   had 


Vr.  DxATTOK  conridered  this  as  a  matter  of 
Ibnn,  rather  than  any  thing  else,  as  it  was  not 
very  probable  that  SQoh  offences  wonld  ever 
came  to  be  tried  in  the  United  SUtes.  He 
sngnsted,  however,  the  insertion  into  this  law, 
of  the  second  section  of  the  act  of  1907,  r^- 
ladiig  prooeaa  in  offenoee  committed  against 


Mr.  BaiMnm  acoeptad  this  as  a  snbstitnte 
br  bis  amendmest 

Mr.  ILaBviK  moved  to  amend  the  section  by 
adding  th«  foDowizig  danae : 


hereto  prescribed  shall  otherwise  order ;  Id  which 
case  the  party  chaind  Bliall  give  good  and  sofflcient 
Mcuritj  to  appear  before  the  court  so  desigDated, 
which  court  Is  hereby  vested  with  full  power  to  try 
'm  said  offence.* 

Tha  amendment  was  r^eoted. 

Ur.  SrsoNfi  sngeest^d  that  the  bill,  tn  ita 
present  fonn,  waa  likely  to  prove  inoperative. 
The  crime  it  forbids  is  the  selling  of  liqaor, 
arms,  dec.,  to  the  "Dattvee."  Nothing  wonld 
be  essier  than  to  evade  this  law.  Vessels 
freighted  with  tbe  forbidden  commodities  might 
carry  on  the  traffic  throngh  a  Roanan  agent,  or 
aome  other  alien  rending  npon  tbe  ooasL  who 
wonld  immediately  dispose  of  the  articles  to 
the  natives.  Over  such  persons  the  United 
Btetes  had  no  power,  and  the  law  wonld  re- 
i  a  dead  letter.  He  suggeated  the  propri- 
ety of  amending  the  bill  by  adding,  after  the 
word  "natives,"  the  words,  "or  other  person 

r.  Basboux  replied,  that  the  lav  was  as 
comprehensive  as  the  treaty,  and  the  United 
Statos  were  not  bonnd  to  go  anv  ftrther. 

Mr.  Vakcb  thought  it  wonld  be  nnwise  for 
the  Honse  to  go  into  legislating  on  this  matter 
nntil  they  had  full  information  as  to  what  had 
been  done  by  the  RdbsIbii  Government  on  this 
sotyect ;  unoe,  if  we  should  make  our  law  more 
severe  than  that  of  Roscda,  it  might  happen 
that  our  own  citizens  wonld  thereby  be 
thrown  ont  of  the  trade,  which  waa  one  of 
great  valae. 

Hr.  ToDUB,  of  Boath  Oarolina,  finding  that 
this  discussion  wonld  occupy  the  whole  hour 
allotl«d  for  reporte  and  resolutions,  and  there- 
by preclude  the  consideration  of  the  snUect  of 
atljonmment,  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  npcKi 
the  teble ;  bnt  the  motion  was  negatived — ayes 
62,  noes  75.  The  amendment  was  adopted, 
and  the  bill,  aa  amended,  ordered  to  he  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading. 

Indian*  in  North  Carolma,  Ao. 

Mr,  Mastib  stdd,  that  he  was  about  to  submit 
a  motion  which  must  be  offered  this  morning, 
or  not  at  all.  It  was  for  a  reconsideration  of 
the  vote  of  the  House,  taken  yesterday  on  one 
of  the  amendmento  of  the  Senate  to  the  Indian 
appropriation  bill.  He  meant  that  smendinent 
which  went  to  extend  the  treaty  with  the 
Oherokeee  to  their  lands  in  Korth  Oarolina, 
and  which  had  been  disagreed  to  by  the  House. 
He  therefore  moved  to  postpone  tiie  orders  of 
the  day,  in  order  that  a  motion  for  reconsider- 
ation might  he  made  and  disci]|sad. 

Mr.  M.  was  abont  to  explun,  at  some 
length,  the  reasons  why  he  wisned  the  vote  re- 
considered, important  facts  having  been  devel- 
oped, which,  he  was  persuaded,  would  induce 
the  House  to  reverse  ito  decision,  but  he  was 
arrested  by  the  Ohair,  until  the  question  of 
oonnderation  should  be  decided. 

Hr,  Cabson  suggested,  that,  inasmuch  as  a 
motion  for  reconsidering  any  vote  of  the  House 
was  confined  by  tha  roles,  to  the  day  <»  wbloh 
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th«  motJon,  snoh  motion,  bj  ite  own  right,  took 
preoadeaoe,  vithont  the  neoeesitj  of  poatpoii' 
mgUie  orders  of  tho  day. 

Ilie  Sfb&xxk  replied,  that  the  tmiform  prac- 
tice of  the  Honse  had  been  otherwise,  and  tliftt, 
unless  the  motion  for  reoonnderation  was  made 
before  the  expiratioii  of  the  first  hoar  of  the 
^second  day,  it  was  whollj  preclndod. 

The  qnestion  was  then  put  on  postponing  the 
orders  of  the  day,  (which  motion  can  bo  car- 
ried only  bf  a  Tote  of  two-thirds  of  Ibo  Boiis& 
under  a  mle  reoenUy  adopted,)  and  was  decided 
by  yeaa  and  nays— yeas  114,  nays  60.  So  the 
motion  for  reoonBideration  was  ne^tived,  a 
m^ority  of  two-thirds  not  voting  in  its  favor. 

Hr.  Uaktin  made  a  point  of  order,  and  ii 
risted  that  it  was  in  oraer,  during  any  part  of 
the  day,  to  move  the  reoonaideration  of  a  vote 
of  yesterday,  inasmuch  as  the  89th  and  4lBt 
rnles  of  order,  according  to  his  nnderstanding 
of  them,  allowed  the  whole  of  the  second  day 
for  snch  a  motion,  and  gave  it  preoedenoe  over 
the  orders  of  the  day.  He  qnoted  these  two 
roles,  in  the  following  worda : 

Stub,  "  When  a  motion  has  been  onoe  made  and 
carried  In  the  tSbimtSlva  or  negilive.  It  shall  be  in 
order  {or  any  membet  of  the  m^ori^  to  moTB  for 
the  reconnderatiDn  therMl^  on  the  aune,  or  tlu 


onflntshed  bunneis  In  vbiah  tbs  Honse 


,  "Thei 


no  motion  on  any  other  business  shall  be  received, 
without  spedal  Ibbts  of  the  House,  until  the  former 
li  disposed  of 

The  Spiaxxb  repeated  the  deradon  he  had 
formerly  given,  referring  to  repeated  decisions 
<^  the  Honse  m  confirmation  of  it,  especially 
in  tbe  maoh-diqinted  case  of  the  Missoori  Qnes- 
tion. The  motion  for  reconsideration  might,  it 
is  tme,  be  made  at  any  time  on  the  second  day, 
when  snoh  a  motion  wonld  be  in  order ;  but  it 
was  in  order  only  daring  the  honr  allotted  for 
the  (»nsideratioa  of  morning  bosinees. 

From  this  decision  Hr.  Oabsoh  took  an  q»- 
peal  to  tbe  Honse,  and  Ur.  ScraxBUSD  con- 
tended, that,  inasmnch  as  the  motion  for  reoon- 
rideration  had  respect  to  an  amendment  in  a 
bilL  it  was  in  order  dnring  any  part  of  the  sr  ~ 
ond  day,  when  the  discussion  of  bills  was 
order,  unlees  the  bill  to  wliioh  it  related  had 
been  carried  by  the  Olerk  to  the  other  branch 
ol  the  Legislature.  The  (krther  discussion  of 
the  point  of  order,  however,  was  arrested  by  a 
snggestion  urged  by  Iteasrs.  LrrrLX  and  P.  P. 
Babbodb,  that  the  disagreement  of  the  House 
would  iiave  to  go  to  toe  Etonate,  and  the  bill 
and  amendments  come  back  agwn  from  that 
body,  when  an  opportoiuty  for  fartJier  amend- 
ment would  agam  be  presented;  whereupon 
Ur.  Gabboit  withdrew  ms  appeaL 

Mr.  P.  P.  B&xBouB  tlien  moved  the  fiJlow- 
ing  addition  to  the  SQtfa  rnle  of  the  House ; 

"  And  Bach  motion  shall  take  pncedence  of  all 
other  questions." 


Tbe    said  89th  mle  proposed   thus  to  be 
amended  is  in  the  words  following : 

When  a  motion  has  been  made  and  oarried  in 
the  afflimative  or  negative,  it  shall  be  ia  order  for 
any  memt>eT  of  the  mijority  to  move  for  the  recm- 
dderatlon  therei^  on  Uie  same  or  succeeding  day." 


Ba.TCm)AT,  Hay  8. 
liadioae  JhxbortP*  Ca»6 — PsCtfJon  to  Mn;  ioel 
Slatmfrom  Ovba. 
Ite  only  bill  which  occanoned  much  discu». 
sion  was  uiat  for  the  relief  of  Anna  Dnbord,  a 
lady  of  Hew  Orleans,  who,  in  the  year  1B19, 
left  that  dty  and  went  to  Cuba  for  Eer  health, 
intending,  should  it  be  restored,  to  return  b> 
New  Orleans,)  and  took  with  her  thiri,een  slavet^ 
chiefly  females,  who  were  attached  to  her  per- 
son as  domestic  servants.  Her  husband,  ap- 
prehending that  aome  difficulty  might  occur  m 
sdmittiDK  these  slaves  to  return  within  the 
United  States,  hod  a  certified  description  of 
their  persona  filed  with  the  Mayor  of  New 
Orleans,  and  provided  witnesses  who  ooold 
swear  to  their  identity.  The  experiment  as  to 
health  not  sncceeding,  Madame  Dnbord  wished 
to  return,  but  would  not  do  so  till  it  should  be 
settled  before  She  left  Cuba,  that  her  alavea 
might  oome  home  with  her,  together  with  their 
children,  bom  on  that  island.  On  application 
being  made  to  the  collector  of  New  Orleans, 
he  coDudered  the  law  prohibiting  the  importa- 
tion of  aUves  into  the  United  States,  as  per- 
emptory, and  refused  to  admit  them.    Whero- 


ipon. 


s  she  held  the  slaves  in  her  o' 


D separata 


.,    . ,     _  inunitl«e,    who 

always  reported  agunst  the  petition,  until  the 
present  session,  when  a  minority  of  that  com- 
mittee being  in  &vor  of  i^  reported  the  present 
bilL 

The  discuB^n,  though  animated,  was  con- 
ducted with  good  temper  on  all  udes,  and  r»> 
suited  in  a  refusal  to  have  the  bill  engroaaed 
for  its  third  reading,  by  a  vote  of  yeas  61,  nays  70. 

The  clwn  of  Madame  Dnbord  waa  advocated 
by  Meaara.  Livnoeioii,  Gubut,  Bbkkt,  P.  P. 
Babboub,  Gobhah,  and  Wxma ;  and  opposed 
by  Measrs.  Wbjoht,  of  Oluo,  BuonaKAH, 
Storbb,  and  Tatlob. 

It  was  advocated  on  the  ground  that  it  was 
the  right  of  every  citizen  of  the  United  States^ 
wishing  to  travel  for  health,  pleasnre,  or  busi- 
ness, to  t^e  with  him  snch  servants  as  he 
chose,  and  to  bring  them  bach  at  pleasure, 
whether  whito  or  black ;  whetlier  bond  or  free. 
In  illustration  of  which  prinoiplfc  reference  waa 
had  to  the  casee  of  onr  Ambassaoors  to  Bnrope 
aod  Sooth  America,  and  also  of  onr  Naval 
Officers,  all  of  whom  took  black  servants  with 
them,  and  were  allowed,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
to  ^ng  them  back  on  their  retnm.  The  law 
prohibiting  the  importation  of  slavey  never 
oonten^ilated  the  case  of  such  as  hod  been 
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tcmporarilT  atment  from  tiie  United  States ;  but 
ns  intended  to  prohibit  the  slave  trade,  and 
pNTent  any  increase  from  abroad  to  the  mass 
of  onr  slave  popnlali<m.     This  oasa  did  not 


And  tbongh  these  slaves  bad  had 
duldren  wlule  abroad,  these  were  to  follow  the 
coodition  of  th^  pareoto,  jost  as  mvch  as  the 
diUnn  of  free  American  oitizens  wonld ;  and 
tbeie,  ererybodjr  knew,  wore  entitled  to  dti- 
xeoslup  here,  though  tbej  had  been  bom  dnrins 
tbe  temporary  absence  of  their  parents  abroaf 

Had  these  alavea  never  left  the  United  States, 
flwy  woold  probably  have  had  the  same  nnm- 
bct  of  children,  so  that  the  mass  of  American 
dsTe  popnlation  wonld  not  bo  increased  by 
their  readmiasion.  To  these  arguments  were 
•operadded  a  oonaideratiou  of  homanity,  arising 
from  tine  bet  that  slaves  were  much  more 
hmnaaelj  treated  in  the  United  States  than  in 
the  Vert  IndieiL 

It  was  contended,  on  the  other  side,  that  the 
law  prohibi^ng  the  importation  of  slaves,  like 
those  for  the  tecnrity  of  the  revenue,  was  ' 


d  in  the  most  strict  and  rigid  manner. 
Tbe  settled  policy  of  this  nation,  (advocated  as 
Mrtnuoody  by  Sonthem  as  by  Northern  statee- 
nen,)  was  to  reduce  the  amonnt  of  our  slave 
ponilitiML  ■■  far  as  was  connstent  with  the 
rigbti  of  Uwir  holders,  and  was  not  to  be  re- 
Itied,  nnkaa  on  oonaiderationa  of  high  and  im- 
perioasneciusity,  orsomegreat  view  of  national 
pt^cy.  Ko  snch  necessity  existed  here — it 
was,  at  the  utmost,  a  case  of  individnal  hard- 
ship, to  which  a  settled  and  vital  conrse  of  policy 
was  not  to  give  way.  Bnt,  in  reality,  the  case 
was  not  a  Toy  hard  one.  The  owner  of  the 
davM  hsd  acted  voluntarily,  and  not  from  any 
eocnpiiliion  in  taking  these  slavM  ont  of  tbe 
conatry ;  he  had  done  it  with  a  ftUl  knowledge 
of  tbe  linr,  as  appears  by  the  steps  he  took 
before  hand;  and  ihoiigh  tus  wishes  or  interest 
Biay  be  crossed  in  his  being  ret^ised  liberty  to 
bring  them  back,  after  a  foreign  residence  of 
nine  yean,  thia  was  his  miafortnne,  and  he  must 
■obcnit  to  it.  His  disappointment  was  a  far  leas 
evil  than  the  risk  of  pnblio  injury  that  would 


the  revenue  laws,  harder  cases  frequently  aroae, 
where  goods  were  bnrnt  or  stolen,  yet  those 
laws  wete  always  enforced,  because,  otherwise, 
the  door  would  be  opened  to  numberless  fhtnds 
lad  evasiona.  So,  in  the  present  case,  if  all 
riavH,  with  their  ofispriog,  were  to  be  allowed 
to  b«  imported,  who  had  ever  before  resided  in 
the  United  States,  it  wonld  iniallibly  lead  to  the 
noit  ugnriona  consequences.  As  to  the  case  of 
tl»  terraiita  of  onr  Ambassadors  and  naval 
oilMn,  the  argoment  amounted  to  nothing,  in- 
■nneh  as,  by  the  law  of  nations,  the  residence 
rfiminister  abroad  was  viewed  as  an  integral 
pirt  of  bis  own  eonntiT,  and  so  was  the  deck 
'^  a  national  ship.  Slaves,  while  in  either 
plaoi,  were,  in  view  of  the  law,  still  within  the 
TouX^lO 


[H.  or  R. 

United  States ;  and  these  slaves  might  be  osed 
as  sailors  in  the  merehant  service,  and  in  that 
capMity,  touch  at  forei^  ports  for  a  short  time ; 
the  case  being  widely  different  from  where  they 
had  been  taken  abroad  to  reside  for  five,  lax, 
and  nine  years  together.  As  to  the  question 
which  had  been  put  by  one  of  the  advocates  of 
the  bill,  whether  its  opponents  would  prohibit 
the  return  of  slaves  who  had  been  kidnapped! 
It  was  answered  in  the  negatdre.  But  that  case 
was  not  at  all  applicable,  becaose  here  they 
were  taken  ont  of  the  ooontry  fWim  free  choice, 
and  with  a  knowledge  that  the  law  was  thooght 
to  prohibit  their  retnm.  In  reply  to  the  argn- 
ment  for  humanity,  it  was  said,  first,  that  the 
Spanish  laws  were  less  severe  as  to  the  condi- 
tion and  treatment  of  slaves  than  those  of 
Louiuana;  and,  aeeondly,  if  the  case  wera 
otherwise,  (as  it  was  declared  to  be  by  a  gen- 
tleman on  the  side  of  the  bill,  ^om  personal 
knowledge,  he  insisting  that  whatever  the  lawi 
might  be  on  paper,  that  they  were  in  fact  a 
dead  letter,)  sljll,  the  argument  went  too  far, 
sinoe,  if  it  proved  any  thing,  it  proved  that 
slaves  might  be  imported  from  any  oonntry 
where  they  were  more  severely  treated  than  in 
the  TTnited  States,  a  doctrine  that  would,  at 
one  stroke,  abrt^te  the  law  entirely.  And 
besides,  as  it  seemed  that  these  female  slaves 
had  contracted  marriage  ties  in  Cuba,  to  bring 
them  back,  and  thus  tear  them  from  their  bus- 
bands,  wonld  be  any  thing  bnt  humane. 


TnxBDAT,  Uay  6. 
3Rnt  <^  the  Uhittd  3tatm. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Sbboiaht,  the  Hoose  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  "  to  continue  the 
ifint  at  tbe  City  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  and  the  House  went  into  Oommittea 
of  the  Whole,  Ur.  Loso  in  the  ohair,  on  that 
biU. 

Ur.  S.  briefly  explained  the  provisions  of  the 
bill.  The  principal  points  of  which  were,  that 
it  provides  for  continuing  the  Mint  at  Philadel- 
phia for  an  indefinite  time,  and  also  establishes 
the  troy  ponnd  of  England,  as  lately  fixed,from 
a  scientific  investigation  in  that  country,  as  the 
standard  weight  for  gold  and  silver  in  the 
United  States.  Two  provisions  of  minor  im- 
portance were  also  inolnded,  one  enabling  the 
director  of  the  Mint  to  appoint  his  own  clerka 
and  servants,  withont  requiring,  as  heretofore 
the  concurrence  of  the  pKsident  of  the  United 
States ;  and  the  other  allowing  assays  to  be 
made  of  metals  at  the  nunt,  withont  confimng 
these  assays  to  bullion  bronght  them  fbr  coin- 
age. 

Mr.  TaspUMox  made  some  inqnlries  as  to 
the  difierence  between  the  troy  ponnd  estab- 
lished by  the  bill,  and  that  heretofore  in  oae. 
Our  present  standard,  for  the  alloy  of  gold  and 
silver,  was  not  that  of  the  commereiat  world, 
in  consequence  of  which,  onr  gold  oolns  sold  at 
a  premium,  and  were  immediately  exported. 
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If  the  pound  was  mnoh  increased,  this  inooa- 
Tenienoe  would  be  iDcreased  in  proportioii. 

Mr.  Sbbqkuit  replied  and  ezplamed,  atatinK 
the  difference  to  be  Tery  inconsiderable,  and 
not  snoh  aa  would  have  any  injnriona  opera- 
tion. The  genfleman  from  New  York  oonld 
not  bat  be  aware,  that  a  n'eat  and  almost  ii_ 
BOIjerftbie  difficnltj  attended  the  fixing  of  any 
ratio  of  fineness  in  the  coinage  of  a  conntry, 
when  the  coin  oonsisted  of  two  different  metals. 
It  had  been  experienced  as  strongly  in  England, 
as  in  Hm  conntry*  No  legislation  oonld  ni  the 
changing  relation  of  the  valne  of  gold  and  ^Yer. 
It  waa  a  fact  well  aathenticated,  that  an 
emission  of  three  millions  of  sovereigns  from 
the  Britiah  mint,  had  wholly  disappeared  from 
the  kingdom  in  three  months.  There  seemed 
to  be  no  other  remedy,  but  to  confine  the  cur- 
rent coin  to  one  species  alone. 

Ur.  Vbbpunok  declared  himself  satigfied 
with  this  explanation,  bnt  expreued  his  hope 
that  the  entire  sobject  of  the  national  cnirenoy, 
and  that  of  wei^ta  and  meaenre^  wonld  soon 
be  taken  op  by  Oongress,  and  flnaUy  adjusted. 
After  some  explanation  between  lleMra.  Lir- 
nesTON  and  Sbbokant,  aa  to  the  appointment 
of  Gierke,  &c.,  by  the  Director  of  the  Mint,  the 
flommitt«e  rose  and  reported  the  bill  to  the 
Honse  withont  amendment,  when  it  waa  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  to-morrow. 

Iftrrth  Carolina  Indtam. 

The  House  proceeded  to  oonsider  &e  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  making  appropri- 
ation for  the  Indian  Department,  and  the  mes- 
sage received  from  th&t  body,  stated  that  they 
insisted  on  their  second  amendment  to  that 
bill,  to  wit : 

"  For  refhndLiig  to  Use  State  of  Korth  CaroUna 
the  amoont  expended  by  her  In  extinguisbiag  the 
title  of  certain  Indiaiu  of  the  Cherokee  tribe  to  res- 
errationg  of  land  within  the  limits  of  said  State, 
gtaated  to  them  In  fee  dmple,  b;  treaties  with  the 
United  States,  hi  the  yean  1817  and  IBIS,  the  sum 

ortss,ooo." 

Hr.  Oabsos  moved  that  the  Honse  do  recede 
from  its  disagreement  to  that  amendment 

The  motion  to  recede  was  opposed  by  Heasrs. 
OusK  and  Bvtncsxa,  and  advocated  by  Mesan. 
AisToir,  Oabsoit,  Wum^  Mitohbli,  of  Tenn., 
and  Dkatton. 

Mr.  Cabson'  said:  Nothing,  Hr.  Speaker, 
could  have  induced  me  to  obtnide  myself  npon 
the  indulgence  of  the  House,  at  this  late  period 
of  the  session,  bat  a  sense  of  the  responsibility 
which  devolves  npon  me,  aa  one  of  the  Kepre- 
■entatives  of  Korth  Oarolina.  I  am  aware  sir, 
that  it  will  afibrd  the  Honse  bnt  httJe  pleasare 
to  listen  to  an  argnment  of  any  length,  upon 
tUs,  or  any  other  subject,  at  this  time ;  and  I 
beg  leave  to  assnre  them,  that  it  will  afford  me 
equally  as  little  to  inflict  one  upon  them.  But 
sir,  I  hope  I  shall  find  an  apolt^  for  the  time  I 
maf  ocoQpy,  in  the  satgect  now  before  as.  In 
the  opposition  it  has  met  with  from  the  honora- 
ble member  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Cube,)  and 


the  attention  of  the  House,  while  I 
explain  the  gronnda  upon  which  this  claim  de- 
pends. The  slarm,  sir,  which  this  claim  ap- 
pears to  have  conjnred  np  in  the  imagination  erf 
certain  gentlemen,  and  uie  oljections  to  which 
they  think  it  obnoxions,  I  am  conGdent  I  shall 
be  able  to  show  are  not  only  gratnitons,  bat 
wholly  xmfonnded. 

The  most  prominent  olyection  of  the  genlle- 
man  from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Olabk,)  is  "  that,  if 
we  pass  this  clum,  it  will  bo  a  precedent,  hj 
which  other  Btates  con  come  in,  and,  with 
eqnal  Justice,  demand  similar  remnuerations 
from  the  Government " — and,  by  way  of  alarm- 
ing onr  fears,  we  are  told  "  that  her  Mammoth 
l^esty,  the  great  State  of  New  York,  will 
come  down  upon  us,  and  swallow  np  the  Trea&- 
nry."  Sir,  these  objections  exist  only  in  the 
imagination  of  gentlemen,  and  not  in  tact ;  and 
I  mnstbe  farther  permitted  to  say,  that  it  seems 
to  me,  that  gentlemen  have  racked  their  inge- 
unity  to  get  np  objections  to  this  clum — and 
which,  after  being  produced,  wonld  appear 
much  lietter  adapted  to  the  qnibbling  apeci^ 
pleading  of  a  Oonnty  Coort,  than  to  the  grave 
deliberations  of  a  Kational  Legislature ;  and  I 
assnre  gentlemen,  that  I  do  sot  envy  them  any 
part  of  the  distinction  they  may  have  obtained 
■"  their  efforts  sgsJnst  this  measure. 

Bir,  no  State  in  the_Union  has  snch  sljoiig 
claims  npon  the  Oovenunent  as  North  Carolina, 
with  the  exception  of  Georgia.  And  our  claims 
are  founded  npon  the  following  reasons : 

During  our  Revolntionary  straggle,  it  will  b* 
recoUeoted,  that  the  Cherokees  seized  that  op- 
portunity tx)  wage  war  npon  the  frontier  settle- 
ments  of  North  Carolina.  That  State  anbdued 
them,  and  was  at  the  whole  expense  of  the 
fitted  out  against  tnem.  Some 
time  in  the  year  1777  or  '8,  a  Treaty  was  held 
by  Oommissioners  on  the  part  of  that  BtAte, 
as  an  independent  sovereignty,  with  that  tribe 
of  Indians,  at  Long  Island,  on  the  Eolston 
River.  This  treaty  I  have  never  seen,  myself^ 
and,  therefore,  can  only  apeak  of  it  upon  the 
authority  of  others ;  and  it  may  admit  of  donbt 
whether  it  could  now  be  foond,  inasmuch  aft 
printing  presses  were  not  Imown  in  that  section 
of  country  at  that  day.  But,  if  to  he  foand  at 
all,  it  will  be  in  manuscript,  in  the  archives  of 
our  State,  or  what  I  think  equally  probable 
among  the  old  papers  of  a  late  dietvigaiehed 
citiMn  of  my  conntry,  who  was  one  of  tha 
Commissioners  that  held  the  treaty — I  mean, 
sir,  OoL  Weightfitile  Avery,  and  this  presump- 
tion is  foonded  upon  my  knowledge  of  the 
correctness  with  which  he  transacted  all  his 
business,  and  his  great  care  in  the  preservstloa 
of  important  papers. 

But,  wr,  the  factof  the  existence  of  the  treaty 
cannot  be  doubted,  from  the  fact  of  Norlii 
Oarolina  acting  nnder  its  stipulations  from  the 
time  of  its  ratification  till  the  year  1766,  when 
the  General  Government  made  a  treaty  called 
the  treaty  of  Hopewell—^  well  known  to  all 
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tbe  ntuans  of  North  OsroliiM,  who  lived  at 
Ibt  d»j,  and  bj  none  better  than  my  honor- 
tUe  coUesKne,  (Ur.  Auton,)  who  has  already 
diud  the  fact. 

IE  is  also  known  to  OUT  Senators,  aod  to  Judge 
¥siTt,  from  Tennessee,  who  ttatad  the  tact  to 
the  Senate,  wben  this  qnestioQ  was  b«fore  them. 
Bj  this  treaty,  North  Carolina  eitinKuiahed  the 
Id jign  title  to  all  t^  lands  within  her  limits ; 
At  permitted  tlie  Indians,  however,  to  hold  as 
bimting  groimda  certain  portions  of  the  country 
u  described  by  the  treaty ;  over  which,  how- 
trer,  North  Carolina  assumed  the  oontrol,  and 
sold  to  her  citizens  considerable  quantities  of 
t2us  country,  snbject  to  the  Indian  oconpancy ; 
in^  Ai,  North  Carolina  went  on  in  her  own 
vaj,  manHging  her  Indians  as  best  snltad  her 
interests,  (u  she  bad  annndoobtedrightto  do,) 
with  reference,  however,  to  their  interest,  as 
weH  as  her  own,  and,  sir,  mi^t  have  continued 
her  control  and  management  to  this  day,  had  it 
not  been  for  the  improper,  nay,  sir,  the  niynHt 
inCerfenenre  of  the  Coi^oder^^  Grovemment. 
That  did  the  Government  do  t  Why,  sir,  in 
the  year  178S,  she  extends  her  paternal  care 
over  those  Indians,  takes  them  from  under  the 
gnardianihip  and  control  of  North  Oarolina,  and 
prohibits  them  from  holding  any  treaty  with 
any  power  on  earth  except  themselves.  Bat, 
farther,  ar,  by  the  aforesaid  trea^  of  1786, 
this  Government  retrooedes  to  the  Indians  the 
very  lands  which  tbey  had  previonsly  ceded  to 
Xorth  Carolina  by  the  treaty  of  Long  Island, 
before  alluded  to :  and,  what  is  more,  sir.  North 
Carolina  entered  her  solemn  protest  against  the 
inurfermoe  of  this  Government  between  her 
and  ber  Indians,  at  the  tim&  and  that  protest  is 
DOW  of  record  in  the  archives  of  the  other 
branch  of  Congress,  and  can  be  seen  by  any 
gtrntlenun  who  will  give  himself  the  trouble 
to  walk  there  and  examine.  Nor  is  this  all : 
cot  content,  ICr.  Speaker,  with  ffiving  away 
oar  isDds,  they  were  also  gracionsly  pleased  to 
empower  the  Indians  to  cot  the  throats,  or 
otherwise  treat  onr  ciUzena,  who  dare  cross 
within  their  boondartee  to  disturb  their  rwhts, 
io  any  manner  that  to  their  discretion  and  hn- 
nunity  might  seem  St  (See  Sth  Art  Treaty 
of  Hopewell.]  Nor  does  it  stop  here,  sir :  for 
so  wonderfully  aniions  was  the  Government  at 
that  time  to  ensare  the  Indians  against  any  in- 
jiiT^  to  which  they  might  by  possibility  be  snb- 
jeeied  from  North  Carolina,  or  even  herself, 
that  she,  by  treaty,  anthoriwd  that  nation  to 
tertd  a  dclKate  here,  who  should  take  a  seat 

rthis  floor,  and  minzle  in  the  cooncils  of 
nation ;  and,  sir,  if  t£ere  is  any  virtne  in 
^  treaty  of  Hopewell,  that  nation  can  now 
Mnd  her  delegate  here,  and  we  could  not  refuse 
tin  Ms  seat ;  for  that  article  of  the  treaty  has 
n»Ttr  been  repealed  or  altered  by  any  subse- 
IDeot  treaty.  (See  12th  Art.  TreaU  of  Uope- 
»eiLJ  I  shall  not  stop  now,  Mr,  Speaker,  to 
inonire  mto  or  comment  upon  the  very  respeot- 
•Ne  lignre  the  American  Congress  woald  cnt, 
IB  the  eyea  of  foreign  powers,  with  some  Cher- 
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okee  Chief  anions  ns,  assisting  in  our  deliberv 
tions,  and  giving  his  sid  in  the  directions  of  the 
oomidlB  of  this  nation.  Matters  went  on  in 
this  disputed  condition,  between  ns  and  the  In- 
dians, till  the  adoption  of  the  Federal  Oonstitn- 
tiott,  and  the  election  of  Gen.  Washington  as 
President.  Mntusl  coniplsints  were  made  to 
him  upon  the  part  of  North  Carolina,  and  the 
Indians ;  for  North  Carolina  persistod  in  her 
right  to  her  lands,  and  continued  to  sell,  and 
her  citizens  oontinned  to  live  on  parts  retro- 
ceded  by  the  treaty  of  EopewelL  Gen.  Wash- 
ington appealed  to  the  Senate  to  know  wbetiier 
he  should  send  an  armed  force  and  remove  the 
whites,  or  whether  he  sbonld  iasne  a  commis- 
sion and  peaceably  purchase  out  the  claim  of 
the  Indians,  which  claim  they  held  by  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell.  The  8enat«  advised  by  all 
means  to  send  a  commission  and  hold  a  treaty. 
Bald  they,  we  have  placed  this  inenmbrance 
upon  North  Carolina,  it  is  bnt  iost  that  we 
shoold  remove  it;  and  accordingly  the  treaty 
of  iTei,  held  upon  Holston  Biver,  was  effected 
and  from  that  time  to  this,  the  Government 
boa  recognized  and  acknowledged  the  obliga- 
tion she  was  under  to  remove  the  incumbrance, 
which,  by  her  own  officious,  unjust  acts,  she 
imposed  upon  us ;  and  hence  the  various  trea- 
ties which  the  Government  has  made  for  the 
eztiu^ishmeut  of  the  Indian  title  in  North 
Carohna.  amons  which  may  be  nnmbered,  the 
treaty  of  Philadelphia,  condnded  in  1704,  con- 
firming the  txiondary  established  in  ITDl ;  also, 
the  treaties  of  TeUioo,  concluded  in  October, 
1TS8,  &o.,  and  the  treaties  of  1817  and  1S19. 

And  now,  sir,  1  demand  of  the  genUeman 
IW)m  Kentacky  and  others,  who  have  said 
"  that  New  York  and  other  States  could  come 
in,  and,  with  equal  justice,  claim  similar  re- 
munerations." when  did  New  York,  by  treaty, 
extinguish  all  the  Indian  titie  to  lands  wichm 
her  hmitst  And  if  she  has  done  so,  has  the 
General  Government  retroceded  it  to  the  In- 
dians, against  the  solemn  protest  of  that  StateL 
as  was  done  in  the  case  of  North  Carolina? 
No,  sir,  this  has  never  been  done ;  and  how  it 
is,  that  gentiemen  can  get  np  here,  and  gravely 
state  that  Hew  York  or  any  other  State,  stands 
upon  the  same  footing  with  North  Carolina,  aa 
regards  her  claims  upon  the  Government,,  la, 
to  me,  not  only  surprising,  but  utterly  incom- 
prehensible. 

I  repeat  it  again,  Ur.  Speaker,  that  no  State 
in  the  Union  has  been  treated  in  the  same  un- 
just manner  by  the  Govemment,  nor  has  any 
State  in  the  Union  acted  with  more  loyalty,  or 
dealt  with  a  more  liberal  hand  towards  this 
Government,  than  has  North  Carolina. 

But,  sir,  let  ns  run  the  parallel  of  the  com- 
parative merits  of  the  respective  claims  of  New 
York  and  North  Carolina,  upon  this  Govern- 
ment, a  littie  farther.  The  gentieman  from 
New  York  (Mr.  Uahvih)  has  said,  (by  way,  I 
suppose,  of  setting  up  a  ctum  upon  the  lit)- 
eraUty  of  the  Government,)  "  that  New  York 
ceded  a  vast  tract  of  Western  territory  to  the 
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G«ner»l  Government"  Thto  tot  of  oeHsion, 
Jlr.  Speaker,  iras  assoredlf,  vastlr  liberal  on 
the  put  of  Sow  Tork,  e^>eciall;  wlhea  we  cod- 
Bider  that  she  had  no  title  to  ihe  lands  which 
she  ceded.  I  have  not  read  her  act  of  oesmon, 
bat  I  venture  to  taj  that  her  deed  is  onlj  a 

Soit-claim,  or  special  conveyance,  (as  it  is  called 
I  law,)  oonvejing  onlj  that  tiUe  which  New 
York  poesesBod,  and  which,  in  &ot,  was  no  title 
at  all.  Thus  amoh,  sir,  for  the  eitraordinarj 
liberality  of  New  York,  so  highly  landed  bj 
her  bithfnl  RepreaentAtive,  (Or.  Hiktin.) 
And  now,  Bir,  for  the  part  which  North  Caro- 
lina acted  In  this  drama  of  liberality,  played  off 
ij  the  States.  Bbe  did  oede  to  the  General 
Government,  not  lands  to  which  she  had  no 
title,  bat  lands  to  which  she  bad  8  bona  fide, 
ondonbted,  and  nnqnestioned  riKht;  and  that 
cession  inctodes  not  only  die  whole  State  of 
Tennessee ;  but  its  western  limits  is  bounded 
by  the  Faoifio  Ocean.  And  let  na  next  inqoire 
into  the  oansas,  sir,  which  iadnced  her  to  part 
with  this  vast  and  almOBt  boundless  region  of 
country,  and  see  whether  it  does  not  impose  an 
additional  obligation  upon  this  Government  to 
rumbnrse  her  in  any  and  every  Idhb  she  may 
aoBtain  by  the  acts  of  tbia  Govemuient,  or  by 
the  residence  of  Indians  upon  her  soil. 

The  moving  oaQseB  are  to  be  found  in  the 
preamble  of  her  act  of  cession,  which  reads  as 
follows: 

"  WbereM  the  United  Blates,  In  Cougrea  usem- 
Ued,  have  repefttedl;  u>d  eurieitly  reeommended 
to  the  reapecUve  SUtea  In  the  Umon,  cUiming  or 
ovnloK  VKAUt  iresl«ra  territory,  to  nuke  ceasion  of 
part  of  the  nme,  u  ■  further  means,  as  well  of  but- 
euing  the  extinguishment  of  the  debt,  as  of  estab- 
li^ag  the  humony  of  the  Uniced  Butea;  and  the 
iDhabiUnu  of  the  nud  wealem  territory  being  slso 
detiroua  that  such  cessiou  should  be  made,  in  order 
to  ohtolu  a  more  ample  protection  than  they  have 
heretofore  received ;  Now,  thia  State  being  ever  de- 
sirous of  doing  ample  justice  to  tbe  public  creditors, 
aa  well  u  establishing  the  harmony  of  the  United 
States,  and  complying  with  the  reasonable  desires 
of  her  citiiens — Be  it  enacted,"  Ac.  Here  fUlows 
the  act  of  cesdoa. 

EVom  this  preamble,  and  the  set  of  cesdon, 
Mr.  Speaker,  it  is  dearly  manifest,  that  the 

rat  otgeot  wbicb  North  Carolina  had  in  view, 
parting  with  her  Wefitem  lands,  was  tbe  ei- 
tingnishment  of  tbe  public  debt,  contracted  in 
onr  Bevolationory  straggle.  And  I  here  might 
panae,  Mr.  Spealier,  to  pay  a  Just  compliment 
to  my  State  for  her  liberality,  ber  magnanimity, 
and  loyalty,  to  this  Government,  if  indeed,  sir, 
I  had  not  seen  ample  reasons,  in  the  investiga- 
tions of  this  subject,  to  regret,  to  deeply  regret, 
that  she  had  ever  parted  with  her  Western  ter- 
ritory. Although  tbie  act  of  hers  mast  rera^n 
as  a  monnment  to  tbe  credit  of  North  Carolina, 
while  this  Union  exists,  or  the  name  of  Tennes- 
see is  remembered,  yet,  I  wonld  to  God,  sir, 
that  that  monument  had  never  been  erected, 
and  that  thia  act  had  never  appeared  upon  onr 
Btatnt«  books.  Then  coold  North  Carolina  have 


reared  her  head  among  the  proudest  of  her 
sister  Statee.  Thep,  sir,  woold  her'  inflneae* 
and  her  weight  have  been  felt ;  and,  in 


by  these  remarks,  Ur.  Speaker,  thit 
my  mends  from  Tennessee  wonla  not  uodH- 
stand  me  as  wishing  any  iiynry  to  thst  Btate, 
Far  from  it,  sir ;  for,  while  I  rcsret  that  tba 
parent  State  has  parted  with  the  dominum  ind 
soil  of  that  fertile  and  desirable  regian,  vat 
North  Carolina  does,  and  a.wayB  wiD,  feu  \ 
inst  oride  in  the  recognition  of  that  State  u 
ner  aau^bter;  and,  at  this  time,  sir,  we  nrnat 
be  permitted  all  the  gratification  and  fdeunra 
which  a  parent  can  derive  from  seeing  her  off- 
spring the  belle  of  the  Union.  And  permit  dm 
to  hope  sir,  that  tbe  old  State  will  be  pardoned 
for  tbe  part  she  may  act,  and  the  aniiety  die 
may  feel,  in  seeing  tbe  favorite  son  of  a  fsvorile 
daughter  elevated  to  the  first  office  in  the  gift 
of  this  nation. 

But,  sir,  a  further  obligation  on  the  part  rf 
the  Gtovemment,  to  extinguish  the  Indim  till* 
to  lands  in  North  Carolina,  results  fiom  (bt 
third  reservation  in  her  act  of  cesdon.  Hist 
reservation  is  in  ^^  following  words : 

Thirdly,  that  all  the  lands  inteuded  to  be  i^did 
by  virtue  of  this  act,  to  the  United  Sutce  of  isu^ 
ica,  and  not  appropriated  as  before  mentiooeil,  ilun 
be  considered  as  a  common  fimd,  for  tbe  ok  ud 
benefit  of  tbe  United  Sules  of  America,  North  Or- 
ollna  inclusive,  according  to  their  raspeciin  ua 
usoal  proportion  in  the  general  obarge  and  eiptM- 
iture,  and  shall  be  IkitEfuUy  dispoeed  of  Cor '■■■' 
purpose,  and  for  no  other  use  or  purpose  *>>*(' 

Now,  Mr.  Speaker,  I  demand  of  this  Hoiw, 
whether  this  Government  did  "  faithfully  difr 
I  of  the  lands,"  according  to  this  reservstion  I 
idle  did  not ;  and,  by  Uie  improper  diqw*" 
tion  of  tboee  lauds,  by  this  Government,  Noiw 
Carolina  sustained  an  iiynry  which  cannot  W 
repwred,  not  even  by  refonding  this  monej. 
but  by  the  extingnijiment  of  all  the  lodisn 
titie  to  lands  within  ber  Umits ;  for,  "  J"^ 
lands  had  been  faithftiUy  disposed  of,  and  Sor« 
Carolina  had  received  her  jast  P'^P'"*S°v2 
wonld  have  been  aa  amount  far  wceediBgslltnw 
the  Government  have,  or  all  that  she  «^"^ 
expend,  in  the  extinguishment  of  lD<l*'.."'i! 
within  her  limits.  How,  then,  "e™,  ~r^ 
lands  disposed  oft  They,  sir,  instead  of  being 
disposed  of  acoording  to  tbe  terms  of  this  reser- 
vation, were  exclusively  appropriated  lotus  we 
of  the  SUte  of  Tennessee.  This  will  be  8«q  ^ 
the  act  of  Congress  of  the  year  1M8,  *J-  " 
tboee  lands  were  improperly  dispoeed  oi,  i  ™ 
certainly  as  well  satisfied  that  they  were  p™ 
to  Tennessee,  as  I  could  have  been  by  any  c^_ 
improper  disposition  of  them.  Bnt  my  o™ 
plaint  is,  sir,  tiiat,  after  North  Carolma  MS 
sufTered  so  mncb  by  the  improper  acts  « 
General  Government  towards  her,  '""  ^ 
House  should  beeitate  to  rehnborsej"^ 
Carolina  in  the  money,  which,  by  the  wrooff     ^ 
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Mt,  ind  b;  tlie  tuynst  ttmumptioD  of  power,  uu 
be  Bwt  of  this  GoTcrnntent,  she  compelled 
Kuu  Caraliuft  to  pay.     Tea,  dr,  ta  usamp- 


bnrcU,  to  State  rights,  and  to  State  OoTem- 
DCBti.  No  Btata,  then,  air,  can  grant  awa^  her 
on  lands ;  we  mnat  look  to  this  National 
GonmmeDt  for  all  our  land  titleo.  I  say  na- 
lioiid,dr;  for  the  federate  featnrea  of  our  Gov- 
snment  will  all  have  merged  into  that  of  a 
utknal ;  and  a  State  Government,  if,  indeed, 
&ej  ihoiild  he  in  eziBtence,  will  be  merely 
BDoiiial;  for,  take  awaj  the  risht  of  soil,  oa 
tbt  right  to  BT^ut  the  soil,  then  have  70a 
dJTMted  them  of  ahnort  all  the  lighta  which 
are  vabiable,  or  worth  having. 

Bat,  rir,  I  deem  it  niperfinoiu  to  argne  thia 
pmnt,  f6r,  anrelr,  no  gentleman  on  thia  flo^ir 
eoold  be  ao  recUeae  of  hla  reputation,  aa  to  bas- 


aD7 1^  the  Mipiud  States.  Yet,  nr,  the  United 
Sut«s  did,  b7  the  tree^  of  181B,  grant  reaerva- 
tjoBi  of  land,  in  fae  dmple,  to  certain  Indians 
of  the  Cherokee  tribe ;  and  all  the  facta  oon- 
neeUd  with  thia  Government,  and  the  condnct 
ef  North  Oarolioa,  relative  to  the  grant,  had 
been  Iwd  before  thia  Hooae,  in  the  report  from 
the  OtMUimttee  on  Indian  Afiaira^  whioh  1  had 
the  honor  to  sabmit  in  the  earl;  part  of  the 
aeaBon,  aceompanied  bv  a  memorial  from  the 
Legidatore  of  North  Carolina;  and  trosting, 
tbmlbre,  that  the;  are  reooUected  b;  the 
Hooae,  I  shall  not  again  go  into  the  details  of 

It  hat  bem  aajd,  however,  sir,  by  way,  I  snp- 
pose,  of  jnstifying  the  Gtovemment  in  her  im- 
proper act,  "  Uiat  North  Carolina  solicited  Qiia 
Gorenunent  to  make  the  treaty,  and  that  sbe 
aeo^ited  the  treaty  after  it  was  made,"  Sk.  It 
ia  the  bet,  ISr.  Speaker,  ttiat  North  Carolina 
baa  been  solidtoas  to  have  that  Inaumbrance, 
which  waa  improperly  placed  npon  her,  and 
impoeed  npon  her  too,  against  her  solemn  pro- 
teat,  resooved,  and,  for  that  reason,  has  appiied 
to  this  Government  to  take  that  off,  which  ahe 
pot  OB.  Bat,  nr,  by  this  treaty  of  1S19,  instead 
of  c<napljiag  with  the  Jnst  requests  of  North 
Can^ina,  removing  that  incmnbrance,  they 
placed  a  greater  one  on  na. 

How  is  this  I  Why  nr,  instead  of  eitin- 
;  that  peculiar  kind  of  title  which  the 
held  in  their  land,  whioh  waa  only  a 
posMaeoiy,  or  nsnfrnctnary  right,  and,  in  fact, 
a&  the  title  which  they  are  capable  of  holding, 
acconliw  to  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Ooort 
tt  the  tfoited  Statea.  and  thia  can  be  seen  in 
Ibe  nfort  of  the  oelebrated  case  of  Fletcher 
n.  Peck,  where  the  whole  nature  of  their  titles 
u*  thoroiuhly  investigated — I  say,  sir,  instead 
of  ettingaubuig  they  altered,  and  converted 
^"•t  which  waa,  previonaly,  a  mere  posseaaory 
title  bto  the  best  of  all  possible  UUes,  that  of  a 
fee  timple.  Nor  ia  thia  all ;  th^  have  palmed 
foo  fiorth  Carolina,  endowed  with  all  the 


,  loae  Indian  reaervea;  aspe<desof  popa- 
lation  which  we  did  not  want;  a  kind  of  people 
whose  very  nature  forbida  the  posubilityof  onr 
fratemidng  with  them ;  and,  in  short,  a  people, 
nr,  we  never  can  elevate  to  an  eqnaliCy  with 
onraelvee,  nntil  auch  changes  have  taken  place 
in  their  habita,  their  morals,  their  education, 
and  in  their  very  natore,  air,  which  the  meet 
sanguine  hopes  of  the  philanthropist,  for  the 
amelioration  of  the  condition  of  man,  cannot 
anticipate  for  ages  to  come.  But  how  did 
North  Carolina  act,  under  thia  additional  in- 
Jury  of  the  United  States  ?  In  jnslioe  to  her- 
self^ sir,  she  shonld  bave  taken  and  kept  poa- 
searion  of  the  land,  and  left  the  Indians  and  thia 
Government  to  have  settled  that  matter  be- 
tween themselves :  then  she  would  not  have 
suffered  the  rebuke  of  gentlemen  upon  this 
floor,  for  asking  but  Justice  ftom  this  Govern- 
ment. She,  however,  acted  diSerentty ;  she 
went  paoifically  to  work,  and,  rather  than  vio- 
Iat«  the  faith  whioh  the  Indiana  had  in  the 
General  Government,  she  applied  her  own 
money,  and  porchased  out  the  Indiana,  and 
now  appeals  to  the  Jnstioe  of  Congress^  to  re- 
imbnrse  her  in  the  amoimt  pfud ;  and,  after 
thia  act  of  magnanimity  and  liberality,  upon 
the  part  of  North  Carolina,  it  ia  humiliating,  dr, 
to  hear  it  tauntingly  said,  "  that  North  Caro- 
lina waa  acting  in  ner  own  wrong,"  in  her  lib- 
eral oonrse  towards  this  Government,  and  that 
she  ahould  not  be  permitted  to  take  advantage 
of  it.  What,  airf  Wrong  to  keep  inviolate 
the  futh  of  the  Indians  in  this  Government  t 
Wrong  to  submit  to  an  injury  rather  than  fly 
in  the  face  of  the  General  Government,  and  bid 
defiance  to  her  treaties )  Sir,  it  may  have  been 
wrong  in  North  Carolina ;  but,  permit  me  to 
Bay,  tiiat  the  discussion  of  that  question  m^nly 
depends  upon  the  deciaion  of  thia  House,  upon 
this  question :  for,  shonld  she  give  ns  the 
amount.  North  Carolina  ia  Justifled ;  but,  should 
ahe  refuse  it,  it  will  then  be  for  North  Carolina 
to  pursue  a  different  courae  towards  this  Gov- 
ernment, nnder  aimilar  ciroomstanoes,  shonld 
thev  ever  occur. 

But,  s^d  the  gentleman  from  Kentnoky,  (Ur, 
Oi.aBK,)  "  there  is  no  le^  obligation  upon  thia 
Government  to  reftmd  thia  monev,  and,  if  there 
ever  was,  North  Carolina  has  reJlnqui^ed  that 
right  by  her  own  acta,  in  the  acceptance  of  the 
treaty,  and  the  advancement  of  her  money  to 
purchase  those  reservations." 

In  answer  to  this,  Ifr.  Speaker,  I  will  say, 
that,  should  it  be  considered  that  the  legal  ob- 
ligation ia  weakened,  roost  assuredly  the  moral 
obligation,  an  obligation,  air,  always  recognized 
by  honorable  men,  as  much  higher  and  more 
binding  in  its  nature,  has  been  greatly  atrength- 
ened ;  and,  instead  of  the  policy  of  North  Car- 
olina being  brought  up  here  as  forming  an  ob- 
jection to  her  claima,  it  should  be  set  down  to 
her  immortal  honor,  and  should  operate  as  an 
additional  Inducement  to  grant  the  remunera- 
tion which  ahe  now  demaoda. 
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Uabtih)  appetr  to  bow  with  saoh  deferenoe 
to  tlie  omnipotsnee  of  preoedtfit,  pennit  me  to 
reid,  for  the  benefit  of  those  genuemeii,  &  cue, 
whtoh  I  ooniider  striotlf  in  point. 

B7  a  treatf  held  with  the  Eickapooi,  in  tlie 
76ftr  18ie,  the  United  States  oeded  to  that  na- 
tion a  tract  of  ooontrj  Ijing  In  the  then  Terri- 
tory of  Miasonri,  "  to  them  and  their  heirs  for- 
ever," (See  book  of  Indian  Treaties  and  laws, 
page  268,  Article  eth.)  This  treaty  was  00m- 
munioatod  to  the  Senate^  and  the^  refused  to 
Tmtiiy  that  part,  beeanse  it  vested  the  Indians 
with  a  fee  simple  title,  and  the  consequence 
was,  Uiat  a  sapplemental  treaty  was  made  at 
the  expense  of  the  United  States,  by  whicli  the 
title  intended  to  be  conveyed  by  the  6th  Article 
of  the  previous  treaty,  was  utered  so  as  to 
oonvey  only  the  possessory  kind  of  title,  nsnal 
among  Indians. 

Now,  sir,  in  this  oaae,  tiie  Senate  refused  to 
ratify  a  treaty,  by  which  a  fbe  idmple  titie  to 
land  (which  ^e  had  the  nnqnestiooable  right 
to  oonvey,  for  it  was  within  tlie  Territory  of 
Hisaonri)  was  ^arantied  to  the  Indiana,  and 
oanaed  that  article  to  be  altered.  But,  in  the 
ease  of  North  Oarolina,  tlie  treaty  was  ratified. 
Onr  lands  were  taken ;  and  will  thin  Govern- 
ment now  say  that  she  will  reftise  to  pay  as 
back  the  amount  we  have  p^d,  after  she  has 
decided,  by  her  refosal  to  ratify  the  treaty  with 
the  EiokapooB,  that  it  was  improper  to  inveet 
Indians  with  any  other  title  to  lands,  than  that 
usnally  held  among  them  I  I  hope  not,  sir. 
Bnt,  shonld  she  do  so,  it  may  teaoh  Nortli  Car- 
olina a  salatary  lesson — which  will  be,  never 
again  to  extend  her  liberality  to,  or  confide  in 
aQovermnent,  which  treats  her  kindness  with 
snoh  injustice :  for,  sir,  had  North  Carolina 
been  as  provident  of  her  interest  as  her  sister 
State  of  Georgia,  she  now  might  have  prondly 
demanded  as  a  right,  tint  wUch  she  only  asks 
IninatJce. 

1^  thanln^  Ur.  Speaker,  due  to  the  Honse 
fbr  Its  kind  mdnlgenoe,  I  tender  to  them  most 
sincerely.  And  if  any  thing  has  escaped  me, 
in  the  conrse  of  these  remarks,  which  may  he 
considered  exceptionable  by  anv  gentleman 
present,  I  beg  that  it  may  be  attribnted  to  that 
zeal  which  I  mnst  be  permitted  to  feel  for  the 
interest  of  my  State :  for,  sir,  it  was  foreign 
from  my  purpose  to  impngn  the  motives  of  any 
genUeman,  however  widely  he  may  differ  with 
me  npon  this  snbJecL 

Hr.  Srtwi.RT  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  prevailed,  ayes  62 :  ana  the  ^re- 
vtons  qnestion  having  been  pnt,  and  earned, 
the  main  question  on  the  reoeaing  of  the  Honse 
from  its  disagreement  to  the  S^iate's  second 
atnendmeat  was  then  decided  by — yeas  89, 
nays  70. 

Bo  tlie  Honse  agreed  to  recede  from  Ita  dis- 
l^[reement  to  the  Senate's  amendment. 


WiDNWDAT,  May  T, 
StMbtUenary  Soldien. 
Mr.  TATLCm  moved  to  take  np  the  biU  for 
the  relief  of  the  surviving  officers  and  soldien 
of  the  Bevolntion.    The  committee  agreed  to 
this  motion,  and  the  bill  was  oonsiderea  by  see- 
Mr.  MiTOHKLL,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend 
the  flnt  section  by  adding  the  following  provir 

"iVmifad;  aUi\  That  do  ottcet  shall  be  entiiM 
to  any  of  the  benefits  of  this  KOt  until  he  sbaU  sresT 
In  due  rorm,  before  some  judge  or  justice  of  the 
peace,  that  he  wu  not  the  owner  or  poMeaior  «t 
mooBj  or  pTopert]',  real  or  personal,  dear  of  all  in- 
cumbrances, and  over  and  abore  the  amount  1^ 
debts  which  he  owed,  to  the  value  of  five  thonmnd 
dollars,  at  the  time  of  the  passage  of  thii  act," 

The  amendment  was  warmly  advocated  by 
Mr.  HiTOBSUL,  of  Tenn.,  and  Mr.  Wru.miia,  of 
N.  0.,  and  opposed  with  equal  warmth  by 
Messrs.  Bbitton,  Spbagdb,  Tajlox,  Ovi-exFa, 
S.  Wood,  Ltviiiostoh,  Svutn-r,  Buenkt,  Saa- 
OSANT,  BrnmsB,  and  Tuoekb,  of  New  Jersey. 

It  was  twice  modified,  first,  by  requiring,  that 
the  oath  should  atate^  that  the  applicant  was 
not  the  owner  or  possessor  of  real  or  personal 
estate  free  of  all  incumbrance,  over  the  value  of 
five  tliouBand  dollars,  and  then  by  reqoiring 
farther,  the  addition  of  the  worda,  **  over  and 
above  all  the  debts  he  owed." 

It  was  contended  on  the  one  side,  that,  as 
the  officers  had  no  legal  claim,  any  grant  that 
might  be  made  them,  was  to  be  considered  in 
the  light  of  a  gratuity,  and  if  so,  it  ought  not 
to  be  given  oioept  to  those  who  were  in  needy 
ciroumstancee.  Some  of  the  surviving  officOB 
were  known  to  be  very  wealthy,  and  stood  in 
no  need  of  aid,  and  if  the  gratoity  was  to  be 
graduated  by  tlie  fixing  of  a  certain  aiun,  then 
it  ought  to  be  guarded  in  such  a  maotier  as  to 
prevent  fraudulent  evasions  of  the  law.  Thoogh 
the  general  character  of  the  officers  was  bi^y 
respectable,  there  might  be  among  them  un- 
worthy individnals,  who  wonld  convey  their 
property  to  their  children,  antedate  deeds,  and 
take  other  base  means  of  impo^ng  on  the  treaa- 
nry.  Though  the  number  of  officers  was  sup- 
posed to  Iw  small,  it  had  never  been  oorrecUj 
ascertained,  and  tiie  number  of  olumanta  misht 
tarn  out  to  be  far  greator  than  vas  now  antid- 

The  amendment  was  opposed,  cm  the  groniKl 
that  the  officers  had  a  valid  clum  ag^sst  the 
Qovemment,  founded  on  contract,  the  Govern- 
ment never  having  complied  with  the  promise 
it  made  to  them,  when  they  commuted  their 
half  pay  fur  Government  certificates ;  the  ftiU 
amount  of  those  certificates  bad  never  been 
paid,  either  to  the  officers,  or  to  those  persons 
to  whom  the  officers  were  compelled,  by  the 
pressure  of  neceasity,  to  sell  them ;  the  Govern- 
ment had  guned  a  large  sum  by  funding  these 
oertifioatea,  a  snm  mucn  loreer  than  would  be 
granted  by  the  effisot  of  this  bill,  and  was  there- 
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fcn  bonnd  in  eqni^,  u  well  u  by  ezprees 
Mitrmctj  to  make  aome  compensalioD  ;  the  sp- 


it, marAy  beoaiue^  by  industry  or  eoonomy, 
thej  hod  be«n  en»bl«d  to  obt^  a  oompet«ncy  ; 
it  KM  neither  delicate  to  them,  nor  creditable 
t«  (be  GoTCvmnent,  when  about  to  m&ke  some 
■ttlt  ecHiq>eiintion  for  Hrrices  which  were 
bejDud  all  prioa,  to  reqnire  these  aged  Tet«raiiB 
to  cipoae  their  poverty  under  oath,  and.  be- 
BdH,  the  anm  propoaed  was  perfectl;  arbitcary. 
ud  its  adoption  wonid  hare  an  nneqaal  and 
DnnniTe  operation  in  praotioe,  nnca  five 
iMMMitd  dollars,  in  some  parte  of  the  connby, 
«u  worth  to  ita  owner  doable  what  it  woold 
be  in  other  parts :  and  while  it  might  be  a  com- 
petMue  to  «  ain^  nun,  it  would  not  be  so  to 
one  bortbened  with  an  wed  and  infirm  wife, 
or  a  laiM  EinulT  of  d^andent  children. 

flhe  following  la  the  (mly  one  of  the  apeeohee 
aZtora  raferred  to,  which  has  been  preserved.} 

Hr.  IWexb,  of  New  Jersey,  said :  Mi.  Ohair- 
msn,  I  did  not  intend  to  say  a  ungle  word  npon 
the  aabjeet  before  the  oonimittee,  ioaaronon  as 
the  eaose  of  that  illosbions  band  of  heroes,  the 
remlntiotiary  officers,  has  l>eeD  ao  ably  and 
Maloady  porb^ed  by  honorable  gentlemen,  at 
the  iMt  and  ^went  seaaion,  that  BtUe  remaina 
fi>r  the  moat  intdlirait  to  add. 

It  may  therefore  be  thonght  arronnoe  in  me 
to  attempt  to  advocate  or  duddate  Uieir  oUma, 
after  ndi  diqilays  of  eloqnence  in  their  most 
righl«aas  and  jost  cause.  I  shall  therefbre  only 
briefly  loodi  upon  a  pmnt,  <m  which  the  grand 
■apoatraetoje  0a  my  opinion)  the  claim  rests, 
MBa  on  which  the  oaose  moat  oltimately  torn. 
Seeoodly,  exhibit  a  caloolatioo,  showliig  how 
nmch  is  now  Imlly  dne  to  each  of  the  enrviv- 
ing  n&om  of  the  rerolation,  and  how  mncb  in 
the  aggregate.  And  that  I  may  be  the  better 
ondeiatood  by  the  committee^  I  will  stale  a  un- 
gle caae  at  a  eiqitain  within  my  own  knowledge ; 
and  this  case  will  be  applicable  to  the  whole. 

U  ia  the  ease  of  O^itain  Oyma  Dehart,  of  tfew 
Jersey,  who  served  during  the  reTolntionary 
"-■'      -■---'      f  argimient,  I  will  ad- 
wi^  and 


mtt  that  he  was  settled  i 


>aid  every 


Id  pai< 
thing  that  was  promised  him  by  the 
resiriittions  of  (be  Oonfedemtion,  down  to  the 
year  JT83,  wbes  the  army  was  disban^d. 

I  shall  la;r  oot  of  the  question  too,  iH  loaeee 
ij  depwKsatioPS  of  the  cnrrency  and  certificstee 
with  wlueh  he  was  paid ;  the  nnparalleled  sao- 
rifina  aad  sofibrings  of  hraiger  end  cold,  and 
privatMMis  of  every  eort,  during  a  seven  years' 
ooabtAil  and  saogoinary  war,  and  proceed 
fanedy  to  the  bans  on  which,  as  matter  of  legal 
ri^rt,  the  daim  rest*. 

It  ivovld  be  ahnost  snperflnons,  Hr.  Ohair- 
nan,  to  refer  the  committee  to  the  solemn  en- 
gagUM silts  entered  into  by  the  old  Oonledera- 
tiofi  with  the  offloera  of  the  army  of  the  Slst  of 
OotobM-,  178Q,  and  the  sad  <rf  March,  1788,  on 


the  final  settlement  of  the  parties ;  and  I  will 
here  admit  too,  l£r.  Chairman,  that  the  offloen 
were  honestly  and  honorably  settled  with  by 
the  old  Confederation,  agreeably  to  the  reqieo- 
tive  contracts  of  the  parties ;  and  that  the  offi- 
cers respectively  received  a  certificate  (br  thdr 
respective  dues,  bearing  int«re8t  at  six  peroe^ 
payable  annually ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  oontro- 
verted,  Omt  that  iUuBtrioos  assemblage  of  sagei 
and  patriots  composing  the  old  Continentsl 
Congress,  as  far  as  tiie  ConfederatioD  wai 
pledged  to  the  officers,  BCTDpalondy  and  bonw- 
ably  complied  with  their  euMgementa ;  and  I 
ventnre  to  say,  that  if  the  Dnited  States  had 
acted  witii  eqnal  good  faith,  yon  would  not 
hare  heard  a  mnrmor  or  complaint  from  tint 
officers  to  this  day. 

Bat,  Mr.  Chairman,  what  are  the  facta  f 
Sir,  instead  of  paying  the  interest  aimnally  on 
those  certificates,  agreeably  to  the  solemn  cod- 
traot  of  the  parties,  ei^t  long  years  rolled 
aronnd  befbre  a  dnde  cent,  either  of  prindpal 
or  interest,  waa  p^ ;  and  ^is  wss  in  conse- 
quence of  the  ineffioa(7  of  the  power*  of  ib» 
old  Confederaticm,  which  were  only  recom- 
mendatory instead  of  ooeroive.  Henoe^  the 
honest  and  honorable  views  and  engsgementa 
of  the  old  Continental  Oongress  were  paralysed 
and  prostrated ;  and  hence  the  depression  of 
the  public  securities,  and  the  distress  of  tlie 
ofBcers,  growing  out  of  that  event.  It  is  asoer- 
tained  Mr.  Chairman,  that  each  oapt^  for  lua 
five  years'  fbll  pay,  received  a  certificate  fix 
$2,400,  bearing  mterest  at  uz  per  cent  pi^alde 
aunaaliy,  and  such  a  certificate  Captain  Dehart 
received  in  lieu  of  his  hslf  pay  for  life,  which 
run  eight  years  without  payment  of  interest  as 
before  stated,  viz :  From  the  first  of  January, 
1788,  to  the  first  of  January,  1701,  the  interest 
amounting  on  the  latter  day,  to  tl.lSi, 
making  in  the  aggr^at«  tS,6es.  It  will  be 
recollected  that  in  lurch,  1789,  the  present 
Government  went  into  operation,  and  in  the 
year  1790,  made  provision  for,  and  ftmded  the 
pablio  debt 

Well,  NT,  how  did  they  provide  for  th»PAy- 
ment  of  Captain  Dehart's  $3,600  princiinl, 
and  $1,153  interest,  dne  on  the  Ist  of  Jannory, 
1791 1  Why,  sir,  they  gave  him  three  oertin- 
catee,  one  for  $1,600,  being  two-thirds  of  bis 
principal,  with  interest  at  six  per  cent,  and  one 
for  $800,  the  other  third  of  his  debt,  but 
deferred  ten  years  without  interest;  and  is- 
rtead  of  paying  Captain  Dehart  his  $1,108 
down,  or  giving  him  p^>er  at  six  per  oent, 
they  gave  him  a  oertiflcate  for  bis  $1,1&2  in- 
terest redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  United 
States,  Ht  three  per  cent  Let  us  now  examine, 
Mr.  Churman,  how  this  funding  system  oper- 
ated npon  my  old  friend  Captain  Dehart's  hon- 
est dues,  and  consequently  upon  every  officer's 
pay  according  to  his  rank: 

First— Loss  of  interest  on  BOO  dolUis  deferred 
6nm  1st  of  Jannsry,  11SI,  to  1st  of  Jannary,  I80I, 
ten  years  at  dz  per  oent.        -  $480  00 

Second.— Interest  on  the  above  som  from 
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lit  of  Janoarj,  1801,  to  the  IRof  Jumwy, 

1BS8,  t»eiit;-MT«n  jeut,  M  ^  per  oent.      717  M 

Third.— Lou  of  Inlaratt  on  the  1,1SS  dol- 
Un,  of  three  per  Mutt  from  IM  JtnoMij, 
17Bl,to  the  lit  Jtuiuu7,18S8,thlrtjHMTen 
jetia,  at  three  per  cent.  1,878  7! 


•od  in  the  same  proportioii  upon  erery  offi- 
cer's par  or  conunntatioii  Brocording  to  his 
rank.  It  is  ascertained,  Mr.  Ohairman,  that  the 
paj  of  the  offioers  of  all  mdes,  from  a  Uajor 
G^ral  down  to  an  En^n,  will  aTsrage  the 
par  of  a  c^itun. 

If  then  the  loM  ou  a  Captain's  paj  b7  the 
operation  of  iho  fhnding  sjrBtem  down  to  this 
t&D&  amonnts  to  $3,686  82,  what  will  the  loai 
on  the  240  officers  amount  to  that  are  now  Uv- 
in^t  Whf  sir,  to  the  snm  of  $608,716  80,  and 
thu  earn  the  tJnited  Stat«e  are  withhuding 
from  the  officers  now  living,  b;  the  strong  srm 
of  power,  contraij  to  common  jnstioe ;  and  in 
contravention  of  the  cooEtitiition  hj  which  yon, 
ICr.  Ohunnan,  oconpj  that  Ghur.  Let  as  for 
a  moment  examine  into  this  case :  It  Is  self- 
evident  that  a  solemn  contract  ensted  between 
the  old  Oonfederation  and  the  officers  of  the 
army,  and  in  aooordsnoe  with  contract,  as  hsa 
been  shown,  the  old  Oonfederation  issned  the 
paper  in  payment  to  those  officers,  which  was 
accepted;  and  the  question  recnrs — have  the 
United  Statee  paid  tuose  certificates  agreeably 
to  the  ori^nal  contract  with  the  confederation? 
I  have  shown  Mr.  Ohurman,  incontrovertibly, 
that  iheyhave  not,  and  that  the  sum  of|2,686  82 
is  now  dne  to  each  captain,  and  in  the  same 
proportion  to  every  other  officer,  aooordlnx  to 
his  rank,  who  remained  in  eerviee  to  the  close 
of  the  war;  making  in  the  aggregate  $6W,- 
71S  80  dne  to  the  240  offioers  now  living. 

The  0th  article  of  the  conatitntion  of  the 
United  States  reads  as  Mlows :  "All  debts  con- 
tracted, and  engagements  entered  Into,  Iwfore 
the  adofitlon  of  this  oonstitnUoo,  shall  be  as 
valid  against  the  United  States  nnder  this  con- 
stitution, as  nnder  the  Oonfederation ; "  hence  it 
ia  apparent  that  the  oontract  entered  into  by 
the  Oonfederation  with  the  offioers  of  the  army, 
is  completely  recognized  by  tike  Oonstitutdon  of 
the  United  States. 

I  have  add,  Mr.  Ohairman,  and  I  think  I 
have  shown  oonclosively,  that  yon  are  with- 
holding those  moneys  from  Qie  dtimants,  in 
violation  of  that  venerable  instmment  nnder 
which  you  ooonpy  that  Ohur,  and  In  violation 
of  every  principle  of  Jnstiae  between  man  and 
man,  and  in  despite  of  the  assorances  of  the  im- 
mortal Washington  to  his  brother  offioers,  in 
the  name  of  the  Oonfederatioo,  on  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  army ;  and,  in  my  homble  opinion, 
oould  the  United  Stales  be  brought  Into  Oourt 
at  the  suit  of  the  officers,  you  would  be  com- 
pelled to  reflind  that  which  you  now  withhold 
D  J  ttie  strong  arm  of  power. 


Theprecedingcal  cnlations  are  predicated  npM) 
the  acts  (rf  die  whole  Confederation,  and  of  the 
United  Btates,  respectively,  to  which  I  have  re- 
ferred, and  will,  I  presume  bear  the  most 
tcrutiniiing  eiaminatlon.  It  may  be  alleged 
that  I  have  calculated  interest  upon  intereat— 
be  it  so.  But  let  it  be  recollected  that  the  mo- 
ment interest  becomes  due,  and  is  pwd,  it 
merges  in  principal,  and  may  be  loaned  the 
next  day ;  and  bad  the  interest  on  Oapt  De- 
hart's  capital  been  punctually  pud,  and  himself 
or  his  banker  managed  it  in  the  ordinary  way 
of  loaning,  it  would  have  amonnt«d  to  a  larger 
sum  than  he  claims  from  the  Government,  or 
that  I  allege  the  United  States  are  indebted  to 
him.  Other  views  have  been  taken  of  the  sub- 
ject in  relation  to  the  contract  of  half  pay  for 
life ;  bnt  it  will  be  aeen  that  my  calcnl&tioaa 
are  applicable  to  the  non-performanoe  of  the 
contract  for  the  five  years'  full  pay,  and  is  the 
fundamental  basis,  in  my  opinion,  on  which  the 
claim  rests,  I  may  possibly  have  committed 
some  slight  errors  in  my  calculations,  bnt  I  be- 
lieve they  are  subetantiBlly  correct  \  and  I  flat- 
ter myself  I  have  shown,  irrefragably,  that 
there  is  now  legally  due  from  the  United  Btates 
to  every  captain  of  the  Revolutionary  Army, 
that  were  in  service  at  the  close  of  the  war,  the 
sum  of  tS,C8S  83,  and  to  every  other  officer,  in 
that  proportion,  according  to  his  grade,  liiat 
are  now  living:  making,  in  the  aggregate,  the 
snm  of  t608,716  80.  Hence,  Mr.  Chairman, 
those  officers  do  not  come  here  asking  a  boon 
of  this  nation— they  merely  ask  fbr  even  a  part 
of  their  Just  dnes,  predicated  upon  a  solemn 
contract  with  the  Confederation,  and  as  solemnly 
recognized  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
Btates. 

How  then,  I  will  ask,  Mr.  Chairman,  can  yon 
escape  paying  this  btdancel  Will  you  tell  me, 
that  this  vast  empire  is  unable  to  pay  her  l^ai 
and  Just  debts  ?  This  yon  cannot  say,  inasmuch 
as  your  resources  are  ample ;  and  will  yon,  un- 
der all  the  circnrastances  of  the  case,  submit  to 
the  humiltating  dilemma,  and  estalilish  the  fact, 
that  the  high-minded  sons  of  the  Revotnttonary 
heroes  of  your  country,  shall  suffer  those  aged 
heroes  to  pine  in  penury,  in  want,  and  depart 
fh>ra  the  stage  of  action,  creditors  of  the  United 
Btates!  Surely  not.  Sir,  yon  was  not  only 
Just,  but  you  was  liberal  to  that  distinguished 
and  gallant  foreign  officer,  I^ayette.  Jt  was 
well,  and  the  nation  responded  to  the  noble 
deed.  And,  sir,  will  you  reflise  to  do  justice 
to  your  native  officers,  who  fought  gallantiy  by 
his  nde?    I  trust  not. 

It  was  s^d  by  an  honorable  gentleman  ttom 
North  Carolina,  (Mr.  AuiON,)  at  the  last  ees- 
mon,  in  debate,  that  some  or  one  of  those  officers 
were  hanging  upon  the  House  in  relation  to 
their  clum.^Bett  so;  bat  permit  me  to  remind 
the  honorable  gentleman  oi  the  lowering  tjmes 
that  tried  men's  souls ;  when  the  States  hung 
npon  those  officers  for  years,  in  awM  suspense ; 
when  the  fate  of  this  empire  was  snspended  as 
it  were  by  a  brtttie  thread ;  and  had  it  been 
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imnd  M  it  was  intended  bj  the  British  min- 
abr,  and  their  bordea  of  mercenu?  troops, 
Bd  sabndized  Heesiaiii  which  infeated  yonr 
*CWB,  yonr  fate  wu  inevitably  ienled;  and 
jTOmast  hare  again  returned  to  ColoQial  bond- 
ige  and  degradation,  while  jour  Hanoocks, 
jtm  Adamses,  yonr  FranklimLyonr  OairoUa. 
tad  TOUT  Jeffersona,  with  your  Washington  and 
Us  btare  compeen,  (according  to  Gen.  Oage,) 
ntn  daatined  to  the  cord.  Bnt  those  ondanut^ 
•d  heroei,  with  Washington  for  their  leader, 
(thoogh  menaced  with  the  halter,)  laid  their 
tabna  at  the  root  of  the  tree,  and  with  a  hard 
itrcdn,  and  a  heavy  atroke,  and  a  stroke  alto- 
letbcr,  ther  felled  the  royal  oak,  and  snitched 
bom  tbe  British  lioa  Uie  brightest  gem  of  his 
crown.  And  Mr.  Chairman,  what  bSTe  been 
tbe  frnila  of  Hieir  haEardona  toils,  and  match- 
laaa  aetneranenta !  Bir,  twenty-four  ttw,  sor- 
ereiga,  iDdependent  States,  and  three  organized 
Teiritarica,  yoor  empire  corering  one-twelfth 
ot  the  ^obe;  J<«ir  shores  washed  by  the  At- 
lantio  and  Paofio  Oceans ;  yonr  oaovas  whiten- 
ing  every  ns  ;  yonr  flag  rerered  by  all  nations : 
ana  yoor  nniim  complete,  prosperoos,  free,  and 
ij;  thew  are  tbe  frnita  ot  tbe  nnwearied 
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wain  tbe  honrof  danger,  of  these  bangers  .  . 
Is  it  meet  then,  Kr.  Uuurman,  that  a  diatin- 
gniahad  offioer,*  acting  a  distingoished  part  by 
the  sde  of  Washington,  in  tbat  great  drama  of 
the  Revohition,  while  attending  here  as  agent 
for  hi*  brother  offlcera,  in  pnrsnitof  thatjoatioe 
wbich  Ton  have  but  t«o  long  denied,  be  stig- 
matiiea  by  the  degrading  epithet  of  dependant 
«■  lunger  ont  Sir,  to  me  tbe  Idea  u  every 
way  inadmiinble,  and  I  oonld  charitably  hope 
tbat  it  was  rather  a  slip  of  the  toogne  of  the 
boBOTable  gentleman,  than  the  spontaiieone  ef- 
fawM  (tf  §ie  heart.  Be  that  as  it  may,  and 
howerer  the  honorable  gentleman  may  indelge 
in  epitheia,  to  the  wounding  of  the  feelings  of 
those  offioers  long  amartiiig  onder  their  wrongs, 
tat  oonaolation,  and  to  aaanage  their  griei^  I  will 
veBtnre  to  predict  that,  althongh  the  splendid 
ffinty-marble  etriamns  which  support  that  lofty 
dome,  and  omamenta  this  hail,  may  fall  into 
decay,  the  sweet  and  cheerins  rectuleotionB  of 
their  meritorions  aerrices  and  brilliant  aohieve- 
ments  will  tive  forever. 

It  is  an  old  adage,  Mr.  Ohurmao,  that  al- 
titoogfa  Justiee  may  steep,  she  is  alwaya  sore. 

I  can  only  say  that  as  it  respects  tbe  Revoln- 
ttnary  offloera,  she  has  alombered  for  a  long 
tnae ;  but  I  trnst  the  hour  is  at  hand  when 
ibe  win  strart  fnnn  her  slnmbers.  and  prevent 
Qm  bmoQs  Newbnrg  anonyntons  letter  writer's 
VreAictiona  being  verified,  viz :  that  if  the  Itev- 
wmary  army  waa  ^banded  previooe  to  the 
afiMra  being  settled  with  and  paid  off;  they 
*wiM  grow  old  in  poverty,  wretchedness,  and 
<mt(mpt;  that  they  wonld  wade  through  the 
^  mire  of  dependence,  and  owe  tbe  miserable 
nnnat  of  that  life  to  charity,  which  had  hith- 
«to  bsMi  spent  in  hcoior. 

•  CbL  Akm  Ogika  <f  H.  J. 


But,  Mr.  Ohurman,  what  was  the  reply  of 
the  immortal  Washington  to  those  prediations  t 
He  says  to  his  assembled  officers,  in  the  then 
Kew  Bnlldings  at  Newburg,  on  the  ISth 
March,  178Sr  "If  those  predlctionsof tbisanon- 

Cons  letterwriter  are  verified,  then  shall  I  have 
med  what  Ingratitude  is — then  shaU  I  have 
realized  a  tale  which  will  embitter  every  mo- 
ment of  my  fatore  life ;  bnt,"  proceedstheQen- 
eral,  "  I  am  nnder  no  sach  apprehensiona :  a 
coontry  rescued  from  impending  min  b7  yonr 
arms,  will  never  leave  nnpaid  the  debt  of  grat- 
itude," 

And,  Mr.  Cburman,  the  orins  has  now  ar- 
rived, and  the  decision  of  this  House  will  settle 
the  qneetion,  whether  the  famons  Kewbnrg 
anonymous  letter  writer's  prediotdons.  or  the 
immortal  Washington's  shall  be  verified.  In 
Justice  to  tiie  officers,  and  fbr  the  honor  of  the 
nation,  I  prey  Qod  the  latter ;  and  I  will  appeal 
to  yon,  Bir,  and  to  tbe  House,  and  ask  yon  em- 
phaticaUy,  if  you  can  reconcile  it  with  your 
duty  to  your  country,  and  your  God,  to  suffer 
one  word  of  tbe  promises  and  predictions  of  the 
immortal  Washington  to  his  brother  officers  upon 
tbat  solemn  occasion,  to  fall  to  the  ground; 
nay,  sir,  so  well  am  I  satisfied  of  the  Justice  and 
equity  of  this  clum,  tbat  rather  than  record  my 
name  against  it,  I  would  adopt  the  language  ot 
one  of  old,  let  me  be  anatAtma  fTtaranatha. 

Althongh  tbe  bill  before  yon  does  not  give 
the  offioers  that  which  is  Justly  their  due,  yet 
I  will  take  it  as  the  man  takes  bis  wife,  for  better 
for  worse.  Inaamuch  as  any  amendment  will 
be  death  to  the  bill ;  I  hope,  therefore,  that  no 
amendment  will  be  agreed  to. 

One  word  more  and  I  have  done :  what  lit- 
tle yon  do  then,  Mr.  Ohairman,  in  behalf  of 
those  aged  veterans,  now  bending  under  the 
hand  of  time,  do  quickly :  time  is  flying,  and 
life  is  on  the  wing.  Do  you  not,  almost  week- 
ly, hear  the  deaw-knell  of  one  and  another  of 
thoae  saviours  of  your  country  I  And  believe 
me,  Mr.  Chairman,  yon  will  not  long  have  the 
opportonity  of  refunding  any  part  of  their  inst 
dues  to  the  relief  of  their  wants,  inaamucn  aa 
in  a  few  years  they  will,  each  and  all,  be  out 
down  by  the  all-devouring  scythe  of  time,  and 
landed  at  that  bonme  from  whence  no  traveller 
retnms. 

The  amendment  waa  negatived — ayes  81, 
noes  92. 

Mr.  Oium  moved  to  amend  the  first  section 
of  the  bill,  by  restricting  payment  to  those  offi- 
cers whose  commissions  bear  date  prior  to  the 
commenconent  of  the  year  1778, 

Mr.  O.  supported  his  amendment  by  a  short 
speech,  in  which  be  contended  that,  ioasmnoh 
as  the  bill  waa  not  even  profeaeed  to  be  a  com- 
pliance with  the  contract  of  1780,  it  was  re- 
moved from  the  ground  of  contract,  and  placed 
on  that  of  gratuity,  and  if  a  gratuitous  reward 
were  to  be  distributed  to  the  officers  of  the 
Revolutionary  war,  it  was  best  deserved  by 
those  who  had  come  forward  in  the  early  stages 
of  that  war,  when  the  result  of  the  oontest  waa 
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wbollr  donbthl,  when  individtul  reaponsibilit)' 
was  br  greater  than  was  incmred  by  thow 
who  entered  the  annj  when  the  contest  waa 
more  advanced,  when  the  whole  nation  beoame 
thoroughlj  involved,  when  foreign  aid  had  been 
obtained,  and  when  the  prospect  of  a  Bocceaafnl 
inne  was  much  more  probable.  Of  those  who 
received  the  promise  in  1T80,  many  never  sc 
mnch  as  saw  tbe  face  of  aa  enemj  in  the  Seld. 

Ur.  Stxrigsbb  said,  the  claims  of  the  Revo- 
Intionary  offioera  had  been  before  the  nation 
for  half  a  oentnrj',  Thej  were  known  and 
deratood  b;  abnost  every  man  in  the  natiuu, 
and  he  might  add,  their  Jnatioe  was  admitted 
hj  almost  everr  man  in  tbe  nation.  In  bis 
opinion  there  existed  no  donbt  of  their  legality 
or  jnstic«.  From  the  diaonaaion  of  this  qneetioo 
in  Congrws  for  several  years  past,  he  was  oou- 
Tinoed  there  was  not  a  member  on  the  floor 
who  did  not  anderstand  this  snl^ect  as  well 
now  aa  he  would  after  a  week's  debate. 

WbeUter  this  bill  granted  the  relief  the  Bev- 
olntionary  officers  were  entitled  to,  waa  one 
qneatjon— whether  any  thing  better  conld  be 
now  obtained,  waa  another. 

He  thought  it  did  not  go  far  enough.  Bat, 
from  what  had  taken  place  in  the  other  body, 
it  was  evident  nothing  better  (y>ald  be  obtained 
now,  and  an;  attempt  to  obtain  any  thing  bet- 
ter wonld  be  nseless,  and  might  end  in  the  loss 
of  this  bilL  As  his  ooUeagne  (Ifr.  Sbkokaitt) 
had  very  ooireotly  observed,  it  was  now  a  ques- 
tion whether  this  bill  abonld  pass  or  none.  For 
one,  he  would  not  consent  to  hazard  the  fate  of 
the  bill  by  admitting  amendment  after  amend- 
ment, and  a  protracted  debate.  If  a  m^ority 
of  the  House  are  determined  te  defeat  the  bill, 
It  may  as  well  be  done  immediately.  U  a  ma- 
jority am  in  favor  of  its  ^asaege,  it  was  no- 
neceasory  to  waste  time  in  a  useless  discus- 
sion. He  was  snre  that,  whatever  determina- 
tion existed  in  the  m^ority,  t^iat  no  debate 
which  would  take  pUoe  wonld  change  that  de- 
termination. 

He  believed  a  speedy  dedsion  would  be 
fovorable  to  the  passage  of  the  hiU.  Beaidea, 
there  waa  mnch  important  business  on  onr  ta- 
bles te  be  acted  on,  and  the  session  waa  draw- 
ing near  iu  doM,  and  he  thon^t  tbe  House 
owed  it  to  those  interested  In  that  bnsinees,  as 
well  aa  to  the  nation,  that  tbe  time  should  not 
be  wasted  in  uselees  debate.  From  the  vote 
which  had  just  been  taken,  he  beUered  that  the 
House  womd  not  agree  to  any  amendment,  but 
was  in  favor  of  passing  the  bill  iu  ito  present 
shape.  Therefore,  with  a  view  to  put  an  end 
to  discussion,  and  to  have  the  qnestion  dedded, 
that  the  Honse  could  go  to  ouier  bnn&eaa,  he 
moved  that  the  committee  rise  and  report  pro- 
gress, declaring  that  if  his  motion  prevailed,  he 
should  foUow  it  up  with  another,  to  discharge 
the  Committee  of  the  Wbole  from  Uie  Airtber 
o(mBtderation  of  tbe  bill,  that  it  mi^t  be  aot«d 
on  immediately  in  the  Uonae. 

Mr.  OuxE,  of  Keutncky,  and  Mr.  Mitobxll, 
of  Tennessee,  aoooesmvely  requested  the  gentle- 
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man  from  Pennsylvania  to  withdraw  his  mo- 
tion ;  one  of  them  alluding  W  an  ameadnieiil 
which  he  wished  to  offer,  (as  was  understood 
in  relation  to  the  militia,)  which  would  reqntn 
an  increase  of  appropriation,  and  could,  then- 
fore,  be  only  considered  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Stbbiobki,  in  reply  te  Mr.  Class,  Mid, 
as  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Gva- 
gia  was  pending,  his  amendment  could  act  te 
received,  if  he  were  to  withdraw  his  motiaiii 
and  as  his  object  waa  to  prevent  farther  discus- 
sion  Bud  amendmenta,  he  could  not  conaent  to 
withdraw,  it,  bnt  would  leave  it  te  the  conunit- 
tee  to  decide. 

The  committee  rose,  and  reported  theteyenl 
billa  which  had  been  before  them. 


Thubbdat,  Hay  8. 
Clittapaake  and  Ohio  CoRoJl 
An  eogroaaed  bill,  entitled  "An  aot  to  amend 
and  explain  an  act  entitled  An  act  confinnipg 
an  act  of  the  Legislature  of  tbe  State  of  Vir- 
ginia, incorporating  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
CanaJ  Company,  and  an  act  of  the  State  (a 
Maryland,  for  the  same  purpose,"  waa  read  tte 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  tie  Senate  for 


Tbe  House  then  resnmed  the  bill  anthoriziiu 
a  subscription  of  Stock  in  the  Chesapeake  uid 
Ohio  Canal  Company.  , 

Mr.  W10K1.IVFB  was  one  of  those  who  voted 
for  tbe  law  of  1834,  authorizing  the  EiemiiTe 
to  make  certain  surveys,  with  a  view  to  Mr 
tional  improvements ;  by  which  I  nuderstow 
works  of  a  national  character,  in  a  commercial 
or  military  point  of  view,  I  gave  my  vote,  M 
that  occasion,  from  an  honest  conviction  ol 
dnty ;  but  with  the  express  understanding,  tt» 
the  ol^ecte  of  a  national  kind  could  not  ba  ve^ 
numerous.  My  impression  was,  that  theyconW 
scarce  be  over  eight  or  ten,  and  I  think  it  »»> 
ao  declared  by  those  who  advocated  the  pi*- 
sage  of  the  bill  on  this  floor. 

If;  sir,  the  hiU  of  1824,had  proposed  th»  SN; 
vey  of  the  nmety-one  objecto  eibihited  in  wt 
Schedule  from  the  War  Department,  'I'lch  1 
wiU  presentiy  read ;  if  those  who  advocated 
this  bill  bad  been  told  it  was  to  order  "JJ'"'' 
vey  of  Ashtabula  Creek,  Cunningham  «  twesj 
and  many  other  Creeks,  Lake  MBrnphranagog- 
andahoetof  small  lafcea  and  streams,  of  »°"' 
lar  importance,  I  am  inclined  to  tijink  that  m«J 
would  have  found  more  difficulty  in  obtaining 
the  vote  it  received  in  this  Honse. 

Permit  me  now  to  read  the  list  of  Suneys 
commenced,  with  the  cost  for  completiag  "" 


•  Bt  tiM  tabk  ud  nport  frsm  tlw  Vu  ^''^f^'^V'tar- 
rni  )m  wcb  that  Ilia  ■dmlnlatnliaD  bin  <™'°'*r!k,  cw- 
at  ef  4  ronta  Sir  1  laul  to  "noli*  tli>  «■>«•  S,_  nuni^ 
«nii!Dt  BiTar  wjth  UamnknmuM  Ukt  Is  ^'^  ".  ^Si- 
.1™."  OfU»prMl»a»t«iitoftfil»l*k".l"*'£Srrt«T 
ortB«,lHnMtlnfomi^    W» '-"l'"SitalfcT'- 


db,Googic 


DBBATB8  OP  CONGRESS. 
CUmpmt*  sad  OAie  Oho/. 


Iba  Honse,  ftnd  I  voted  for  the  Senate's  amend- 
BwaL  I  am  r«eponriblo  for  that  rot«  to  m; 
niutitiientB.  I  hard  not  then  an  opportunit7 
of  ezplaining  the  reasons  which  influenced  that 
Tote,  dthotigfa  tin  obligations  to  do  bo  were 
iiMMaaed  b;  the  remarks  ot  two  of  my  ooi- 
kagocs,  wbo  addroaaed  the  Honse,  and  seemed 
to  beat  the  Ribject  as  one  peoaliarlj  affectine 
A«  interest  of  Kantnclcj',  and  tberebj  placed 
□M  in  the  attitude  of  hostilitj  to  the  interesta 
of  mj  8tste.  It  ia  tay  pnrpoee  now  to  give  the 
reaaoas  which  inflaeooed  m;  TOte,  and  they 
ounnect  tbemaelves  intimatelj  willi  the  sabject 
mdet  oonndwvtioii. 

Vben  I  gave  m;^  sapport  to  the  Senate's 
■neodment,  I  waa  under  the  impresrion  that 
we  bad  at  that  time  extended  our  system  of 
rarrejing  ud  reooDooitring  nearly  lar  eooogb, 
and  1  Toted  to  limit  the  appropriation  of  SO,CH)0 
doQarsi  with  a  view  to  the  completion  of  snch 
olgeebi  m  bad  already  been  commenced.  I  did 
it  frmn  an  ezaminataon  of  the  number  and  ei- 
tmtoftboMOlgeotB;  I  did  it  with  a  view  to 
ear  ability  to  aooompliab  tbem,  or  sneh  of  them 
m  w«re  of  national  importanoe.  But,  in  sap- 
porting  meaaorea  of  this  deeeription,  I  moat 
draw  the  line  of  distinction  between  objects 
vhidi  are  strictly  of  a  national  character,  oon- 
■Koted  with  the  general  interests  of  the  whole 
eowmy,  and  snch  as  are  of  mere  private,  local, 
and  Dei^borhood  oonseqnence. 

With  theM  explanatory  remarks,  I  will  now 
ptM  to  the  main  snbject  before  na.  And,  in 
the  ontset,  I  will  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that, 
tf  the  friends  of  the  system  of  Internal  Im- 
pTOVcnenta  do  not  wish  to  see  that  system  nt- 
leriy  broken  down,  they  mnst  consent  to  have 
QMcifie  appropriatioiis  made  for  specific  enr- 
Teya.  Sir,  on  this  Butgect  I  may  refer  the 
fri«(td«4rf  Repnbliosn  Institutions  to  the  senti- 
■NBta  of  onr  great  Apostle  of  Liberty  and  De- 
mocncy,  (Mr.  Jmnxaaoy,)  that  man  who  was 
titt  first  to  establish,  in  this  GovemmeDt,  a  sys- 
tem of  sbrict  national  economy  and  aoconnta- 
bility.  The  Grst  occasion  in  which  be  ad- 
drcmd  Oongreaa,  he  admonished  as  agunst 
tbe  conseqnenoee  of  leaving  the  expenditure  of 
the  paUie  reaonroea  to  tbe  wild  and  lawless  dis- 
erebao  of  any  administration  whatever.  Per- 
mit me  to  read  from  that  meaaage  a  single  par- 
ignVb: 

"  la  «w  can,  too,  of  the  public  contributions  en- 
taMtd  to  our  direction,  it  woald  be  prudeuC  to 
MUply  barriers  sgainst  their  disaipelion,  by  ippro- 
pristiag  ipedAo  snnia  to  tverj  specific  purpose,  bus- 
ttptflds  M  deflnition ;  by  diuUowing  all  spproprla- 
tiNs  Tarjring  from  the  sppropristion  in  object,  or 
tnnsriiiiiliim  ^  ">  amoimt ;  by  reducing  the  onde- 
bel  laid  M  eontingeades,  and  thereby  ctrconi- 
wEUag  diKretlotwry  powers  over  mooey ;  and  by 
IriMJng  back  to  a  aiegle  department,  sU  acconnta- 
Uwa  Av  money,  where  the  examination  may  be 
*■  d  uniform." 


With  this  cardinal  nrinoiple  for  my  guide,  I 
do  avow  myself  the  aavocate  of  specific  appro- 
[Oiatious  for  aU  onr  works  of  Internal  Imnrove- 
ments.  And,  in  parsnance  of  this  general  prin- 
ciple, I  felt  myself  oalled  npon  to  look  into 
wnat  bad  been  the  application  of  a  fund  placed 
by  our  indiftoretion  at  the  discretion  of  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  United  BUtes. 

Having  been  called  to  look  somewhat  partic- 
olarly  into  the  spplioatioo  of  this  fnnd,  I  con- 
fess to  yon,  sir,  that  the  more  I  examined  the 
subject,  the  more  I  became  convinced  of  tbe 
neoeasity  of  making  the  appropriations  for  these 
snrveyt  spe4»flc.  Hy  duty,  as  a  member  of  the 
Oommittee  of  this  Uonse,  has  compelled  me  to 
examine,  with  some  care  and  scrutiny,  the  ex- 
penditnres  of  tbe  variona  contingent  funda, 
placed  onder  Executive  discretion. 

That  examination  has  strengthened  the  con- 
viction I  had  formed,  that  it  was  unwise,  if  not 
dangerous,  to  tmst  too  much  to  £xecQtive  dis- 
cretion, in  the  expenditure  of  public  money. 
It  is  a  discretion  liable  to  abnse,  under  any 
and  every  adminiM,ration,  and  none  more  so 
than  Bt  present 

Under  color  of  the  law  of  1S34,  we  have  ex- 
pended no  less  than  $110,000  on  the  surveys  of 
roads  and  canals.  The  whole  of  this  sum  baa 
been  disbursed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Presi- 
dent, or  of  the  War  Department.  Besides 
these  (110,000,  expended  under  that  law,  we 
have  expended  (48,000  under  varions  acta  of 
OongresB,  making  epecifia  appropriations  for 
reoonnoissanoee  and  sorveys,  forming  an  aggre- 
gate of  (168,000,  about  (148,000  of  which  has 
been  expended  by  this  AdminiBtration  within 
tbe  last  three  years.  If  this  was  tbe  whole  ex- 
pense we  might  content  ourselves,  under  the 
nope  that  the  labor  and  advantage  to  the  conn- 
try  bore  some  proportion  to  the  amount  ex- 
pended. To  this  most  be  added  tbe  increased 
and  inoreasing  expenditures  of  a  growing  corps 
of  engineers,  and,  worse  than  all,  a  littie  army 
of  eivO  agents,  blood-suoken^  hangers-on,  and 
dependants,  wno  feed  from  the  public  crib, 
and  whoee  pay  and  emduments,  and  very  ex- 
istenoe,  depend  upon  Exeontive  discretion  and 
official  will — ''  Non-resistanoe  and  passive  ol>e- 
dienee." 

This  latter  corps  amount  to  ahoat  forty,  now 
in  the  pay  of  the  Government.  I  refer  gentle- 
men to  what  is  called  the  Blue  Book,  soma  of 
them  with  a  oompenaation  equal  to  three  hnn> 
dred  dollars  per  month,  fixed  by  the  nnre- 
strained  will  of  the  Execntive. 

These  gentiemen,  united  with  tbe  officers  of 
the  Army  who  are  engaged  in  surveying,  ^., 
form  a  formidable  phalanx  in  the  field.  The 
whole  expense  of  tliis  corps,  for  the  Isst  three 
years,  has  not  been  mnch  less  than  (200,000. 
We  have,  it  is  tnie,  air,  seen  some  of  the  fmita 


of  this  expenditure,  in  reports,  maps,  and 
cfaarta,  the  printing  and  engraving  of  which 
has  cost  us,  for  the  last  three  years,  near  (30,- 


000.    I  do  not  pretend  to  say  these  offioers  have 
been  idle.    No,  sir ;  br  fhun  it.    They  have 
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been  kept  biinl;^  emplojed,  it  would  seem, 
from  the  multiplied  number  of  the  n&tioiul  ob- 
jects that  have  attracted  tlie  attention  o!  the 
Adminiatration. 

I  bold  in  Toj  hand,  and  have  read,  a  list  of 
the  varions  ot^ecta  on  whioli  they  have  been 
employed.  Siztj-nine  objects  were  reported 
to  na  last  session,  as  having  been  examined 
since  1824.  Since  the  last  sesaloD  a  large  addi- 
tion has  been  made  to  the  list  The  whole 
number  now  ie  ninety-one,  of  which  I  under- 
itand  thirty-seven  only  have  been  completed ; 
for  which  we  have  wtunatoa  of  the  expense  of 
cairyiog  them  into  ezecntion.  And  the  brei^ 
gate  of  these  eetimatee  amoont  to  82,858^000 
dollars.  Now,  nr,  if  the  balance  of  these  nine- 
ty-one ol^jeotB  will  cost  at  all  in  proportioD  to 
these  thirty-seven,  the  whole  nnmber  cannot 
be  completed  under  $70,000,000  or  1100,000,- 
000.  Booh  being  the  fact,  I  put  it  to  the  House 
to  say,  whether  it  is  not  uie  conrM  dictated  by 
pmdenoe,  to  apply  the  anrplns  revenne  of  the 
country  to  the  oommenoemeut  and  completion 
of  some  of  those  ninety-one  objects  whidt  hare 
been  already  commenced,  rftther  than  to  go  on 
and  surrey  new  objects!  and  whether  the  sur- 
reys hereafter  oaght  not  to  be  confined  to  ob- 
jects of  a  strictly  national  character,  rather 
than  be  farther  extended  to  merely  local  and 
neighborhood  ot;}ectB  ?  If  ]  sm  not  mistaken 
in  my  estimate— -and  I  have  made  it  with  some 
care — we  have  already  surveyed  or  reoonnoi- 
tred  three  thonsand  and  fift«en  miles  of  road 
— all  of  which  remains  yet  to  be  made,  I  find 
in  this  li&t  the  following  roads : 
From  WuMngton  to  New  Orleans,  -  1,100  mUes 
"  Baltimore  to  Pbilsdelphia,  -  »0  " 
"    WadiiDgtoQ  to  BuflUo,  -       BOO    " 

"    Black  SwsD]p,Ca<lii,'WbeBling,fto.    ISO     ■■ 
"    Uiaml  Rapids  to  Setrolt,  •         TO     " 

"    Cumberland  Road,  from  Zanesville 

to  St.  Louis,  -  -       ess     >' 

"  Zanearille,  (Ohio,)  Utrongh  Hays- 
vtlle,  LeiiDBtoD,  (E;-,)  to  Flor- 
enc*,  (Alabama.)      -  -       BOO    « 

"    Camberland,  (Hd,)  to  the  District 

of  Columbia,  ISO    " 


Thesnrveysot  these  roads  hare  all  been  com- 
menced. They  remun  yet  to  be  cimipleted.  It 
will  reqnire  the  $80,000  to  do  this.  And  yet 
it  is  desired  by  some  that  the  Administration 
shall  still  seek  for  new  routes  and  new  roads  to 
be  sorvayed. 

Sir,  this  latter  road  from  Oomberlond,  in 
Uaryland,  to  the  District  of  Oolnmbia,  is,  to 
my  mind,  a  striking  instance  of  the  abuse  of 
this  power  under  die  law  of  1824.  What  is 
ooUed  the  Cumberland  road,  commences  at 
Cumberland,  in  Uaryland.  On  tiie  present 
route  we  have,  with  the  ezoeption  of  abont 
twenty-five  miles,  an  excellent  turnpike  road. 
The  whole  distance  is  abont  180  or  140  miles. 
It  is  [voposed  to  make  another  road,  on  the 
Virginia  ride  of  the  Potomac,  by  wbioh  you 


may  save  ten  or  fifteen  miles  in  the  distance  of 
140  miles.  If  this  canal  ii  completed,  no  man 
would  think  of  making  this  new  Cumberland 
road.  Certain  I  am  Congrew  would  not  un- 
dertake it ;  for  this  road,  so  much  needed,  of 
eooh  national  importance,  there  have  been  no 
less  than  six  different  routes  surveyed — aronnd, 
about,  through  Leesbmgh,  and  Winchester,  Tir- 
ginia.  Sir,  can  any  man  believe  tliat  it  was 
ever  contemplated  to  do  more  than  snrvey  itt 
We  are  asked  to  commence  a  turnpike  road  of 
130  miles  in  length,  to  save  a  distance  of  abont 
fifteen  miles. 

Mr.  Speaker,  is  it  not  time  for  CoDgrees  to 
say  to  the  Department  of  War,  finish  some  of 
tiie  routes  yon  have  commenoed  surveying,  be- 
fore yon  ask  us  for  money  to  commence  new 
ones  f  K  they  have  done  these  things  "  in  the 
green  tree,  what  may  we  not  expect  in  the 
dry )"  Look,  sir,  at  this  enormous  list.  [Here 
Mr.  W.  referred  to  the  list  from  the  Deput- 
ment,  of  various  roads  reconnoitred  and  sur- 
veyed.] I  have  said,  and  I  do  still  say,  it  is 
time  for  Qs  to  finish  some  of  these  pn^eota  be- 
fore we  embark  in  new  ones. 

have  turned  my  attention  to  Ute  States  and 
sections  of  the  Union  where  snrveys  arc  con- 
templated to  be  carried  on  dnring  the  next 
Summer.  New  Hampshire,  New  York,  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Indiana,  form  the  principal  the- 
atre of  their  operations.  Where  there  is  a 
probability  of  Qie  great«8t  political  strife,  it 
seems  always  prudent  to  have  these  surveyors 
engsffed.  Among  the  list,  I  see  that  Barren 
and  Licking  Rivers,  in  Kentucky,  are  to  be  sur- 
veyed, as  national  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. Notwithstanding  this  I  was  dispcwed  to 
sa^  to  the  department,  finish  first  the  road 
throngfa  Kentucky,  which  yon  have  begui;  it 
is  of  more  importance  to  ns  than  a  survey  of 
those  two  small  streams,  which  have  scaroel; 
attraoed  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  of  the 
State,  further  than  to  declare  t£em  navigabtoy 
and  regulate  the  height  of  the  mill  dams  across 
them.  Sir,  I'will  not  now  say  what  I  might 
be  disposed  to  do  on  a  fit  occasion,  with  re- 
speot  to  the  survey  of  these  rivers,  as  natimia] 
works ;  but  allow  me  to  say,  there  is,  in  my 
State,  a  river  called  Salt  Biver,  which  rana 
throngh  my  district,  and  that  of  my  colleague, 
(Mr.  jCoosa,)  and  is,  perhaps,  not  Altogether 
unknown,  at  least  by  name,  by  many  geiitlc- 
men  here.  If  I  had  asked  a  aorvey  i4  wt,  it 
is  very  possible  I  might  have  been  "  rowed  up  " 
it,  instead  of  having  it  surveyed. 

I  am  ready  to  admit  that  many  of  the  ob- 
jects in  this  list  may  possess  meritorious  rjaims, 
and  be  strictly  national  in  their  character;  but 
I  will  also  say,  that  there  are  some  upon  that 
list,  ft)r  which  I  would  never  vot«  an  appropri- 
ation, not  even  if  the  Treasury  were  fiill  to 
overflowing,  and  the  national  debt  paid.  I  ask 
whether  a  canal  from  the  Potomac  to  tjie  Sap- 
pahannook  is  to  be  denominated  a  national  ob- 
ject of  improvement  t  Did  it  ever  enter  tb« 
mind,  even  of  the  Virginia  Legislaturs,  to  mak« 
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ths  oual,  of  seTen  or  ^ht  miles  in  length  !  I 
^fpttX  to  the  gentlemen  frran  Virpnia,  whose 
Bute  hM  o^MidMt  more  monej  npon  utenul 
inpTOTflmente,  in  proportdon  to  the  Advantages 
derircd,  than  anj  BtMe  in  this  Union,  in  conse- 
qnenee  of  poTBoing  the  Teij  poliojr  which  the 
United  StttM  are  engaged  in.  She  commenced 
too  maoT  works  at  the  same  time.  Like  her, 
rir,  we  have  "  too  many  irons  in  the  fire." 
Tel,  sir,  we  find  this  ronte  snrreyed,  as  a  na- 
tioiul  work,  at  pnblio  expense,  and  that,  too, 
joat  prarions  to  a  contested  election  for  a  seat 
at  tUs  floor.  The  inevitable  eonseqnenoe  of 
nch  a  eonne  most  be,  to  excite  hopes  to  be 
diu^ipaintod,  waste  the  pablic  funds  npon  ose- 
l«B  experimonta,  and  bring  the  whole  ajatom 
into  disrepnte. 

I  fotbMT,  at  this  time,  ftirther  comments 
upon  many  of  the  objects  contained  in  this 
"*-'-'-  '—*■  I  mi|^t,  aiadvertently,  do  injury. 


DEBATES  OF  GONGBESa 

dmaptahtoKlOtioamal. 


ondMlakeD  bj  the  Government,  and  compare 
tbMD  with  the  bills  rendered  and  paid  by  the 
Unitad  Statca,  I  believe  they  will  Qnd  the  for- 
mer, in  all  cases,  to  exceed  the  latter,  the  es- 
timate for  earryliw  this  canal  (the  Chesu)eake 
and  Ohio)  across  uie  monntaina,  was,  if  I  mis- 
take not,  t3S,000,000.  But,  before  we  see  one 
step  taken  by  the  Government  towards  its  com- 
maKSDMDt,  we  have  fonr  or  five  different 
ronles  sorreyed,  or  reoonnoitred,  and  exam- 
ined, to  connect  this  canal,  which  exists  only 
so  psper,  with  Lake  £rie.  Sir,  I  ahoold  have 
tlHn^  it  time  enoo^  for  tliose  soireys  when 
the  ottal  was  ^niah^.  or  in  some  likelihood  of 
bong  SMB  oomplated.  Bnt  there  are  six  or 
sens  diScfent  rontes  sorveyed  for  oonneotjng 
a  eaaal,  not  made,  with  Lake  Erie.  Sir,  if  we 
could  onoe  see  the  canal  boats  crossing  the  Al- 
lagl^y  monntwna,  we  conld  better  judge  of 
Im  expediency  of  forming  the  connection  with 
Lake  Erie.  If  the  Ohio  Canal  and  the  Grand 
Csnal  of  New  York,  are  fonnd  not  snffident 
rftannds  for  intAr-commonicatJon  with  the 
lakes,  I  mi^t  be  disposed  to  ud  by  an  appro- 
priatitHi  c^  money  an  examloation  of  the  pro- 
ject tor  throwing  an  arm  of  this  canal  across 
into  Lake  Erie. 

It  will  be  recollected  that,  in  the  Spring  of 
]Sail,  Coogresa  subscribed  $100,000  to  the 
stock  of  a  company  in  Kentncky,  who  were 
naUiig  a  eaaal  at  the  Falls  of  the  Ohio.  This 
Ganal  ia  a  irra-k  of  national  importance.  It  is 
totanded  to  remove  the  difflonlty  in  the  nsviga- 
tini  of  a  river  which  fbrms  a  bonndaiy  of  nine 
Slates  in  this  Union ;  the  only  outlet  to  a  mar- 
kat  fiv  the  rich  and  variona  prodaotions  of  that 
fertile  r«gi(Hi. 

It  wiU  be  fonnd  to  be  money  well  expended, 
and  in  dividends  paying  the  interest  on  the 
*otk  invested,  lliis  work  bas  been  of  deep 
eoocetn  and  great  solicitude  to  the  States  of 
P«ansyivania,  Vii^iola,  Ohio,  Kentncky,  and 
Indiana.  Great  expense  has  been  inonrred, 
and  labor  spent,  in  order  to  ascertain  on  which 


[H.ar  B. 

aide  of  this  rivur  the  canal  ahonld  be  located. 
Botli  banks  hod  been  surveyed,  and  the  coeta 
estimated  by  men,  in  whose  judgment  as  mnob 
confidence  shonld  be  placed  as  by  any  officer  in 
your  corps  of  engineers.  It  was  asoeriained  to 
bo  practicable  to  make  a  canal  on  either  side: 
bnt  that  on  the  Eentuoky  shore  was  believed 
to  be  the  least  o  '         ■«'■•-.>-     - 

ing  on  Hther  a 

"le  interminable  ^ , 

>  snrveying,  that,  atthoogb  thM«  oonl< 


conld  be  fonnd  to  reconnoitre  the  falls  of  Obio, 
on  the  Indiana  shore.  I  aat  for  what  pur- 
pose! Did  Indiana  desire  further  information? 
Do  the  United  States  design  to  open  an  oppo- 
siticm  canal  around  the  Falls  1  Will  any  per- 
son  say  that  capital  and  labor  would  be  profi- 
tably employed,  if  vested  in  two  canals  aronnd 
this  obstruction  } 

At  whose  instance  was  this  enrvey  aroond 
the  Falls  madet  I  am  indnoed  to  believe  it 
waa  not  done  at  tbe  snggestion  of  die  worthy 
representative  of  that  district,  whose  vi^anoe 
to  the  interests  of  bis  State  and  constituents  all 
will  acknowledge. 

Mr.  Speaker :  Entertaining  tlie  opinions  which 
I  do  npon  the  subject  of  lutenial  Improve- 
ments, I  have  witnessed  with  deep  aolicitnde, 
the  oonrse  this  Administration  have  pursued  to 
execute  the  trust  reposed  in  them  by  the  act  of 
isa.  I  have  believed  that  tbe  practical  ope- 
ration of  the  syst«m,  to  the  unlimited  extent  to 
which  its  own  lealons  advocates  wish  to  carry 
it,  will  do  more  to  defeat  the  whole  plan,  than 
all  the  constitutional  aipiments  which  have 

er  been  nrged  against  it  on  this  floor. 

If  it  is  designed  to  pass  the  l>oundary  which 
'divides  national  from  mere  local  measures,  and 
apply  the  revenues  of  the  United  States  to  tbe 
purposes  of  improving  onr  rivers,  creeka,  and 
roaos,  it  would  be  a  much  safer  plan  to  dis- 
tribute the  money  equally  among  the  several 
States,  and  let  the  State  Legislatures  expend  it 
npon  snob  ol^ects  as  their  judgment  may  ap- 

Hr.  Hkboxb  made  a  brief  reply,  in  which  he 
implored  tiie  fiienda  of  internal  improvement 
not  to  enter  into  a  general  disonasion  of  the 
subject  of  surveys,  but  to  confine  themselves  to 
the  subject  immediately  before  the  House,  and 
come  to  a  speedy  decision  as  to  the  fate  of  the 
present  bilL  lie  had  hoped  not  to  be  obUged 
to  ent«r  into  debate  on  tbe  question,  bnt  had 


Mr.  HoFnuH  then  put  a  variety  of  queries 
to  Mr.  MaaoiB,  as  Ohaiiman  of  the  Committee 
on  Roads  and  Canals,  calculated  to  elicit  a 
statement  of  facts  in  relation  to  the  probable 
expenditnre  of  the  csnal — tbe  time  of  its  com- 
pletion— the  resources  of  the  Company — and 
tbe  benefit  likely  to  result  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment from  the  proposed  subscription — and, 
also,  what  benefit  the  United  States  had  d»- 
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riT«d  from  tha  snbsoriptions  it  had  herabdore 
made  to  Himilar  compaiiies? 

Ur,  Ueboxb  lilted,  at  some  length,  to  the 
MTera]  pginta  of  this  inquiry.  Snppoaiiig  the 
present  bill  to  sncceed,  the  compaoy  wonld 
tb«i  have  BabBoribed  to  its  stock  (8,600,000. 
The  caosl  was  divided  into  tiiree  eeotiona— the 
eastern,  middle,  and  western.  The  eaBteni  aeo- 
tion  was  1S6  miles  in  length ;  the  middle  &S, 
and  western  aectdon  ISl,  mokinK  the  total 
length  of  the  oanal  8(3  miles.  K  Qie  canal 
should  be  made  of  the  teme  dimenrions  with 
the  Grand  Canal  of  Kew  York,  the  total  cost 
of  the  eastern  section  wonld  beta,600,000;  or, 
with  the  allowanoes  for  the  usoal  oontingen- 
oies,  abont  $4,000,000.  If  it  was  made  f<^- 
eight  feet  wide,  its  cost  wonld  be  increased  by 
about  (300,000,  and  i^  as  was  most  desirable, 
and  npon  the  whole,  most  eeonomioal,  it  ihoold 
be  made  sixty  feet  in  width,  and  five  feet  deep, 
its  cost  would  be  abont  (4,600,000.  He  then 
stated  the  snhscriptioiui  of  stock  by  the  several 
oorporationB  of  Waahington,  Georgetown,  and 
Alexandria,  amonntiog  in  all  to  one  million  and 
a  half.  He  staled  the  nDdonbt«d  ability  of 
tiiese  Corporations  to  comply  with  their  en* 
gagements,  and  besides,  that  ability  wonld  be 
vastly  increased  by  the  very  effect  (rf  the  enter- 
prise, in  redaoing  the  price  of  one  of  the  prime 
necessaries  of  life,  the  article  of  fnel,  in  snoh  a 
manner  as  to  prodnoe.  a  net  saving  of  one  hmi- 
dral  and  twelve  thousand  dollars  in  the  annual 
consTunption  of  that  article.  Coal  of  the  very 
best  quality  oonld  be  ftamished  in  this  city,  so 
soon  as  the  first  section  of  the  oaoal  should  be 
completed,  at  12^  oenta  per  tansheL  He  then 
adverted  to  the  provisional  sabscripldoa  on  the 
part  ofthe  State  of  Haryltnd,  of  half  a  million 
of  dollars,  to  take  effect  when  (2,600,000  should 
be  subscribed  from  other  sonroee.  He  then 
proceeded  to  make  a  few  remarks  with  regard 
to  the  number  and  amount  of  privat«  anbacrip' 
tions,  the  highly  respectable  character  of  the 
HubscrilHTe  generally,  and  their  ability  to  pay 
the  soms  wnioh  they  had  subscribed.  When 
the  oanal  had  reached  Oomberland,  it  would 
prove  itself  to  be  a  very  profitable  enterprise, 
and  there  would  be  no  fiffioolty  in  obtaining 
further  funds,  either  in  this  country,  or  in  En- 
rope.  Its  total  cost  from  Georgetown  to  Pitte- 
burg,  would  probably  amount  to  about  ten 
millions.    The  stock  of  the  English  canals  was 

JroBtable  tn  a  high  degree ;  that  of  me  of  them 
aving  advanced  from  £100  to  £4,000  per 
share.  The  greater  portion  of  these  profits 
were  derived  from  the  carrying  of  friel.  As  to 
the  benefits  to  be  derived  from  the  canal,  the 
profits  of  the  stock  wonld  be  shared  by  the 
Government  in  proportion  to  its  snlraoription, 
while  the  benefits  of  a  commercial  and  a  polit- 
ical kind  wonld  ultimately  reach  every  part  of 
llie  Union. 

Mr.  H.  adverted  to  the  subject  of  railroads, 
which  bad  been  set  up  by  some  gentleman  aa  a 
rival  to  the  cause  of  the  present  canal,  and  a 
iMBon  for  their  oppoeition  to  iL    He  professed 


lowed  them  to  be  superior  to  oanals,  i 
light  and  swift  transportaflon  was  required,  bnt 
Intiiff^  on  the  vast  superiority  of  canals,  ia 
point  of  cheapnesa,  for  the  conveyance  of  heavy 
comiDoditiee.  Under  the  present  form  of  llua 
bill,  the  constitutional  qoeatiou  could  not  lept- 
injMely  come  up,  and  he  hoped  no  attempt 
would  be  made  to  discnss  it.  He  adverted  to 
the  proprietary  right  of  the  Government  in 
8,850  lota  within  this  dty;  that  being  the  case, 
the  Government  and  peoole  ought  to  unite  in 
forwai^ing  a  measure  which  promised  very 
greatly  to  augment  the  value  of  real  estate  in 
Uie  District. 

Hr.  'Rixn.tas,  after  adverting  to  the  rft- 
marks  which  had  been  made  by  Mr.  Mebob^ 
as  to  Uie  undoubted  solvency  and  ability  of  all 
who  had  subscribed  to  the  stock  of  the  compa- 
ny, presumed  he  could  have  no  oljeotdiHis  to 
having  the  bill  slightly  amended  by  the  inser- 
tion of  the  following  proviso,  which  he  offered 
to  guard  agunst  the  United  States  being  re- 
duced to  the  very  awkward  situation  of  fining 
itself  left  the  sole  proprietor  of  a  work  not  half 


"ProMad,  That  no  part  of  the  nidsnin  shall  be 
paid  by  the  United  Btatra,  mitil  the  other  siAacrib- 
en  to  the  stock  shall  have  paid  up  the  amount  of 
their  reapective  aatMCripUons." 

Mr.  MaBcniB  objected  to  this  amendment,  the 
practical  effect  of  which  wonld  be  to  destrc^ 
the  bill.  What  it  proposed  was,  that  the  Uni- 
ted States  should  pay  its  subscription,  not  pari 
pauu  with  the  other  stockholders,  but  after  all 
the  rest  had  paid.  li^  then,  it  should  happen 
that  some  one  individual  who  had  sntMcribed 
to  the  stock  should  die,  and  no  administra- 
tion be  bad  npon  his  CHMte,  the  whole  sub- 
scription of  the  United  States  would  be  tied 
up  i  the  same  would  take  place  in  the  case  of 
widows  and  orphans,  liesides  which,  some  caaea 
would,  in  all  probability,  occur  of  derelict  stock, 
owned  by  foreigners  dying  abroad,  whose  heirs 
were  unknown.  In  reply  to  Mr.  Hiuiltoit,  as 
to  the  vast  amount  which  the  canal  had  been 
estimated  to  cost,  Mr.  Mzbcbb  stated,  that  the 
reduction  which  had  been  made  in  the  estimate 
of  the  United  States  Engineers,  had  been  made, 
not  by  him,  nor  by  the  Committee  on  Koada 
and  Oanals,  but  principally  by  two  of  the  moat 
distinguished  Engineers  in  tiie  United  States, 
Messrs.  Geddes  &  Bol>erta,  than  whom  none 
could  be  more  competent  to  the  task.  They 
had  both  passed  over  the  whole  of  the  pro- 
posed line  of  the  canal,  and  were  well  ac- 
quainted with  the  ground.  Mr.  Boberta  had 
enjoyed  great  experieDce  in  the  canals  of  New 
York,  Ohio,  and  Pennsylvania,  and  Mr,  Ged- 
des, who  had  struck  the  first  staff  into  the 
earth,  in  laying  out  the  great  Western  Canal  of 
the  State  of  New  York,  had  been  conversant 
with  all  the  details  of  his  profession,  and  had 
grown  gray  in  the  practice  of  it.  There  was 
no  mystery  in  the  snbject  of  these  eetimates. 
The  excavation  of  eartli,  emiMnkmnita,  and  ti» 
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pnctieal  calculation.  The  ttHimtttm 
the  Hilitwj  EngiiiMrs,  were  snoh  as  tniglit  be 
rapeetod  frtnn  them.  A  scientifio  chid,  who 
had  i«aped  ^ory  by  foUowinK  the  conqoeror 
of  Europe  from  one  end  of  the  conUneiit  to 
tlM  other,  WM  not  likely  to  b«  eo  socorately 
icqaaiated  with  the  prioee  of  labor  in  this 
eoootrr,  u  &  practical  natire,  who  had  grown 
np  in  it,  and  had  long  oondncted  operatioiu  of 
a  aiinilar  kind  amcmg  Amerioan  farmen  and 
meehaniea.  He  adrorted  to  MTenl  items  in 
tha  BitiTnataa  of  lite  Sngineera,  whl^  were 
mtniftetlj  estntTagaoL  One  of  them  oon- 
Htcd  of  $9,700,000  for  atone  walla;    erery 

rih  of  which  -waa  cadmated  at  |3 ;  while  Mr. 
had  aecertained,  fhmi  an  examinatifm  of 


ooet  more 
This  waa  enffidest  to  ihow 
,000,000  were  not  St 


wiUo) 
thana 
thsttb 


Hr.  HAKrar  cffliared  an  amendment,  which 
be  belierad  wonld  be  acceptable  both  to  the 
eeatlaaan  from  Tirginia  (Hr.  Hsbou}  and 
to  his  eoUeasoe,  ptx.  Haioltoii.)  The  ammd- 
mnt  ia  aa  failows : 

hall  ai 
nnteribedfi] 


Miintstc  ttockhoUen." 

Mr.  Euoi-TOK  accepted  the  amendment. 

Ur.  Hlxtis  briefly  explained,  and  supported 
his  smendment,  the  effect  of  which  would  be, 
lo  require  the  Dsited  States  to  pay  only  in  pro- 
portioa  aa  the  other  subscribers  paid. 

lb.  XzBOK  said  that,  if  that  was  the  Inten- 
ttoQ  of  the  amendment  it  waa  reached  by  the 
pmeot  proTuiiona  of  the  bilL  and  he  quoted 
the  fbllowiiig  words  from  thenrat  sectjon : 

"  nat  the  Secr«tar7  of  the  Treuorj  be,  and  b« 
a  hcraby  anlborised  and  diraetad  to  nbaciibe,  Ac, 
nd  to  pa;  for  the  laine,  at  mch  times,  ud  in  ncli 
jinponioDa  aa  shall  be  nqnired  of  the  itockhaldeis, 
pKtally,  t>T  the  rnlea  and  regulations  of  the  com- 
PUT.  ent  of  the  diTidends  which  ma;  accrue  to  the 


Heava.  Xarot  aod  Bamilvos  insisted  that 
tiie  ptovision  in  the  amendment  waa  more  u- 
plicit  than  that  in  the  bilL 

Mr.  OauBBKLiwa  obaerred  that  the  distino- 
tion  was  broad  aikd  important,  as  tite  bill  pro- 
Tided  that  the  United  Statea  shonld  pay  no 
norethan  what  waa  reqnired  from  other  stock- 
holders; but  the  amendment  said  that  the 
raited  States  were  to  pay  no  mora  than  in 
proportion  to  what  was  aotoally  paid  by  other 
Hbicriber*. 

Ur.  MntOKB  replied,  that,  if  aaoti  a  provision 
vss  iosated  a[N>n  in  any  Joint  stock  company, 
n  would  not  exist  a  ringle  year.  He,  therefore, 
eoutdsnd  the  amendment  as  going  to  destroy 
thebilL 

Hr.  HomuJi  supported  the  amendment.    It 


[H.orB. 

was  only  intended  to  guard  the  interests  of  the 
United  States  agsinet  the  eSbct  of  spedons  lists 
of  subscribers,  respectable  in  appearaooa,  bnt 
insolvent  in  &ot 

Mr.  Stutbkkbt  remarking  that  the  object  of 
this  bill  was  of  high  importance  to  the  people 
of  many  parts  of  the  country,  and  to  none  mors 
than  to  the  State  of  whioh  he  was  a  Represent- 
ative, to  pnt  an  end  to  debate  which  might,  ia 
the  end,  defeat  the  bill,  required  the  previous 
question,  and  his  call  was  snstained — a;es  04, 
noes  56. 

Eie  vote  waB  afterwards  reconsidered.] 
.  Mabtih,  disclaiming  all  intention,  by  bia 
motion  for  an  amendment,  to  defeat  the  bill  in 
any  indirect  manner,  and  explaining  what  be 
now  nnderatood  to  be  the  effect  of  his  former 
amendment,  moved  to  amend  the  bill  as  follows : 
Insert,  at  the  end  of  the  first  proviso — 
"  Nor  shall  an;  greater  gam  be  paid  on  the  ifaarea 
so  sabeoribed  for,  than  shall  be  proportiooed  to  as- 
saasments  mads  on  indiTidaal  or  corporate  stock* 


Hr.  BATinH  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment, b;  restoring  it  to  the  fbrm  in  whioh  it 
was  first  oflTered  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina,  preferring  it  in  that  fbrm. 

Hr.  Minnif  opposed  this  motion,  on  the 
ground  that  its  praoticsl  effect  wonld  be,  en- 
tirely to  defeat  the  bill ;  for,  although  the  Gov- 
ernment shonld  have  subscribed  a  million  of 
dollars,  and  be  bound  to  advance  $200,000  every 
year,  yet,  acifording  to  this  amendment,  if  a 
single  stockholder  should  fail  in  paying  a  single 
dollar  of  his  subscription,  the  Government 
wonld  be  free  from  its  engagement 

Hr.  SrawABT  stated,  that  snbscriptitm  books 
had  been  opened  through  all  the  country,  and 
there  were  in  his  distnct  more  than  one  hun- 
dred shares  subscribed  to  the  stock,  many  ot 
the  subacribers  taking  bat  a  single  share.  They 
were  scattered  about  in  varions  directions,  and 
if  by  any  accident  it  should  happen  that  any 
one  of  these  persons  held  bock  his  snbsoription, 
not  a  cent  could  be  received  from  the  Uuited 
Statea  in  the  meanwhile.  He  earnestly  hoped 
an  amendment  like  that  would  never  be  eanc- 
tioned  by  the  Hooae. 

Hr.  Qtunn  snggested  to  his  coUea^e,  that 
this  difflonlty  would  be  obviated  by  stnkingont 
the  word  "  or,"  and  inserting  the  word  "  and ;  " 
whioh  was  aoeepted  by  Hr.  Hama  as  a  modi- 
fication of  his  amendment. 

Mr.  O.  briefly  explained  the  effect  of  this 
alteration ;  which  wonld  be  to  bind  the  United 
Statet>  to  pay  up  its  snbscripUon  only  in  the 
same  proportion  aa  the.  agi^regate  amount  sub- 
scribed, Bs  well  by  corporations  as  individuals, 
shonld  be  paid  in. 

Mr.  KnaniK  i^roved  of  neither  of  the 
amendments.  If  tliis  object  was  of  sufficient 
importance  to  induce  the  Qovemment  to  snb- 
Boritw  for  it,  the  United  Statea  shonld  come  in 
as  a  sabscriber,  on  precisely  the  same  footing  in 
every  respect,  as  ul  other  snbeoribera.    If  the 
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araendmeiit  were  adopted,  and  the  GoTerumeiit 
■honld  in  effect  007,  that  they  would  on);  pay 
aa  maoh  in  proportion  as  Washington,  Geoi^e- 
town,  and  Alexandria,  had  paid,  who  could  be 
got  to  take  npon  him  the  offioe  of  Collector  ? 
If  one  BnbHoriW  refused  to  vkj  the  quota  re- 
quired until  he  was  satisfied  uiat  all  other  snb- 
Bcriberslud  done  the  same,  how  oonld  tlie  Com- 
pany  ever  get  on  I  He  waa  for  extending  pre- 
oiselj'  the  same  benefit  to  this  Company,  which 
the  GoTemment  bad  extended  wnen  it  snb- 
Bcribed  to  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake  Canal. 
Its  subscription  in  that  cue  was  trammelled 
with  no  SQch  conditions,  and  why  should  it  be 
trammelled  now !  If  tliere  was  any  feature 
which  ongbt  to  make  a  Government  of  Repub- 
licans, it  was  the  obserrance  of  equal  justice. 

Mr.  Gaxtib  was  satisfied  that  the  bill  re- 
qnired  amendment.  It  must  be  evident  to  all, 
tW  t,  mere  requisition  to  pay  is  not  the  same 
thing  as  payment,  and  as  the  bill  now  stood, 
the  United  States  might  be  called  on  to  pay, 
notwithstanding  the  insolvency  of  all  her  as- 
sociates. Mr.  0.  concluded  by  expreaung  bis 
preferenoe  of  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 

Mr.  P,  P.  Babbottb  now  propoaed  the  form 
of  on  amendment,  which  west  to  reqnire  that 
the  United  States  shall  pay  paripaim  with  the 
States  and  Corporations  snbscribing  for  the 
Stock,  bnt  not  with  individaals. 

Mr,  Mbbceb  expressed  his  preferenoe  of  the 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  MABnti,    He  ap- 

g'oved  of  it,  however,  only  because  he  most, 
e  found  himself  in  a  state  of  duresse,  and 
that,  unless  be  yielded  to  a  certun  extent,  he 
oonld  not  hold  even  his  Mends.  He  believed 
the  amendment  would  be  productive  of  no 
practical  injury,  as  it  was  impossible  tbat  the 
States  and  corporations,  vho  had  subscribed  to 
the  stock,  would  fail  to  comply  witji  their  en- 
gagements. 

Mr.  HiiRES  defended  the  amendment  he  bad 
offered,  suggesting  that  it  was  the  same  which 
had  been  inserted  in  the  bill  to  ud  the  Louis- 
ville Canal  Company,  If  the  corporations 
should  fail  to  pay  up  their  snbsoripaons,  the 
Government  would  be  left  with  tbe  whole  pro- 
ject upon  their  hands;  and  when  the  Company 
ehonld  once  have  got  its  hands  into  the  Ireea- 
ury,  a  powerM  appeal  would  be  made  to  Con- 
gress not  to  abandon  what  it  had  begun. 

Mr.  Mbbobh  replied,  that  the  bill,  in  this  re- 
spect, was  a  literal  copy  of  that  anthorizing  a 
anbscription  of  stock  in  the  Delaware  and  Chesa- 
peake Oanal  Company. 

Mr.  Sebobakt  expressed  himself  willing  to 
Boquiesce  in  the  amendment,  though  he  thought 
there  was  much  force  in  the  observations  of  nis 
colleague,  (Mr.  Ksxios.)  The  United  SUtes 
ought,  if  it  were  practicable,  to  be  put  on  the 
same  footing  with  every  other  subscriber ;  but 
as  each  subscriber  had  a  sovereign  right  with 
respect  to  the  paying  or  withholding  of  his  own 
Bubeoriptiott,  there  seemed  a  necessity  for  some 
guard,  lest  the  Qovenunent  shoold  be  oompfjied 


work.  He  reminded  Mr.  K.  that  the  present 
course  was  the  same  as  had  been  pursaed  by 
Pennsylvania  in  the  case  of  the  UnioD  CanaL 

Mr.  WmoHT,  of  New  York,  inquired  what 
provision  was  contained  in  tlie  charter,  in  case 
the  subscribers  should  not  pay  up  their  stock. 

Mr.  MiBoiB,  in  reply,  read  the  fifth  sectiui 
of  the  ch«ier. 

Mr.  GiuoB  now  explalDed  the  effect  of  Hie 
amendment  offered  by  Mr.  HATins,  as  going  to 
guard  against  any  great  failure  on  the  M>rt  itf 
any  of  the  other  parties  subscribing.  He  be- 
lieved, for  his  own  part,  that  neiuer  of  the 
Corporations  of  Washington,  Geo^etown,  or 
Alexandria,  was  vested  with  the  power  to  snV 
scribe  into  such  a  company.  Not  a  dollar  oonld 
be  collected  from  either  <^  tbem :  for  who  was 
then  to  issue  the  quo  warranto  to  dissolve  the 
corporation ! 

Mr.  SVTTH,  of  Vi^nia,  opposed  the  amend- 
ment. He  was  against  anbeeribing  at  ftlL 
unless  the  work  was  to  be  gone  on  with,  ima 
if  the  Government  did  subscribe,  it  ou^t  to 
et^oy  the  same  privilegee  as  other  subscriber^ 
and  no  more.  According  to  the  amendment, 
the  United  States  might  withhold  their  pay- 
ment until  the  Corporationa  and  individnala 
had  paid  in  theirs ;  but,  if  this  right  existed  at 
all,  it  was  a  mutual  right,  and  others  might  as 
well  wut  for  the  Government.  Congress  ought 
not  to  touch  the  matter,  unless  it  meant  to  go 
on  with  the  work  whether  others  did  or  no. 
Supposing  Alexandria  should  fail  to  pay  up  ita 
subscription,  and,  in  consequence  of  that,  the 
Govenunent  should  also  withhold  its  subscrip- 
tion— would  not  the  Government  stock  be  lia- 
ble to  be  sold  under  the  charter  I  Be  thought 
the  United  States  ought  to  pay  up  its  own  anb- 
scription faithAilly,  and  sell  the  stock  of  ^ 
defaulters. 

The  question  was  now  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  HiTSM,  and  negatived ;  the  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  MutTiM  was  carried. 

Mr.  ManoiB  replied  to  an  inquiry  of  Mr. 
HomuR,  in  relation  to  the  profit  which  the 
United  States  had  derived  from  its  subecription 
in  other  companies.  No  dividends  had  yet 
been  received,  because  the  works  to  which  she 
subscribed  were  not  yet  complete. 

Mr.  HoFTUAir  then  went  into  an  extended 
speech  in  opposition  to  the  whole  measure, 
which  he  considered  as  a  stock-jobbing  scheme, 
the  least  participation  in  which  was  degrading 
to  the  Government.  If  the  United  States  did 
possess  the  constitntional  power  to  carry  on 
works  of  Internal  Improvement,  fwhioh  he  de- 
nied,) let>her  take  this  work  into  her  own 
hands,  and  do  it  in  a  manner  worthy  of  herself. 

Mr.  BiANXT  moved  the  previous  question; 
which  was  sustained— ayes  70,  noes  SO. 

The  Speaker  put  the  previous  question: 
"  Shall  the  main  question  now  be  put  f  " 

On  which,  the  yeas  and  nays  stood — yeas  118, 
nays  04, 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  GONaBESS. 


Hit,  IKS.] 

The  inuii  qTiealio&  wu  pot :  "  Shall  this  hill. 
HsiNDded,  be  engrossed  for  a  thmtreadiogt  " 

Wliich  qneation  was  decided  hj  yeas  117, 
UjtTS. 

So  the  House,  hj  a  m^ority  of  fortj-foor 
ntes,  ordered  the  bill  to  a  third  reading. 

Fbidat,  Vmj  9. 
Olkaapeaic  and  Ohio  Canal. 
Hk^  aathorizliig  &  fobecription,  on  the  part 
of  tlM  Uiiited  States,  in  the  Chesapeake  and 
OUo  Oanal,  having  been  read  a  third  lime,  and 
tlKqnestifMi  bung,  "Bhallit  pass!" 

¥r.  Whtttuwii  said :  The  gentleman  waa 
ptcued  in  his  examination  of  the  report  of  the 
Secretaiy  of  War,  det^ling  the  different  rentes 
mrien^  nnder  the  act  of  April  80th,  1834,  to 
notice  the  rontee  surveyed  in  the  northern  part 
of  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  connect  the  waters  of 
the  Idke  irith  those  of  the  Ohio,  bj  means  of 
acuai;  and  he  seemed  to  think  that  these  snr- 
TBTs  irere  nielws,  inasmuch  as  the  Eastern  seo- 
ticif)  of  the  canal  was  not  completed,  and  that 
Ibey  were  made  from  political  considerations. 
The  blame  of  carrjin^  into  effect  the  law  of 
1834,  in  Uiia  instance,  is,  as  nsnal,  Isid  at  the 
door  of  the  present  Administration ;  bnt,  if  the 
gendnosn  is  as  nnfortonate  in  his  other  state- 
DMDtaaahe  is  in  those  relating  to  tbesesnrrefe, 
I  dionld  hope  he  would  retract  the  charges  he 
bai  made. 

Ihe  extension  of  the  Ohio  and  Ohesapeake 
Ciiial  to  the  Lakes  is  neceasor;,  before  that  great 
work  can  be  said  to  be  completed,  or  before  it 
can  be  snd  to  be  eminenuj'  nsefnl.    This  is 
necessary  to  open  a  water  commnnication  to 
the  laods  owned  by  the  United  States,  on  Lake 
Erie  and  (he  Upper  Lakes,  with  the  Metropolis 
of  the  nation.    The  eit«D3ion  of  the  canal  to 
Lake  Erie  was  contemplated  by  the  eminent 
person  (General  WAsniKOTOir)  who  first  sng- 
gested  the  practicability  of  connecting  the  East- 
cm   and   Western   waters,  by  a  canal.     That 
ide»  bte  never  been  abandoned  by  those  who 
have  cherished  a  belief  that  any  part  of  this 
eaoal  wonld  be  constrncted.    Soon  after  the 
paswge  of  the  act  of  1B24,  an  application  was 
made  to  Mr.  Oalhoon,  then  Secretary  of  War, 
fur  a  reconnoisBonce  of  the  country  from  the 
Ohio  River  to  lake  Erie,  and  he  gave  the  order 
(or  this  examination,  and  detailed  for  the  ser- 
vice  General  Bernard  and  other  scientifio  gen- 
ilemeo.     This  corps  traversed   the  country, 
and  made  a  favorable  report,  which  may  be 
food  among  the  printed  documents.     It  was 
understood,  at  the  time,  that  Mr.  Oalhoun  left 
thu  city  for  the  purpose  of  accompanying  the 
Engineers  to  the  Lake,  bnt  was  prevented  by 
ilie  rickness  of  his  family.    The  report  of  the 
Eopneers  being  favorable,  an  order  was  after- 
rarda  given  to  nave  a  route  surveyed  from  the 
Ohio  River  to  Lake  Erie,  at  Ashtabula.    It  was 
t<«rtaiaed  that  a  snfficient  qnantity  of  water 
(ofild  not  be  obtained  for  this  route  withont 
tirineiiig  to  the  summit  level  the  water  of 
fouX— 11 
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French  Creek;  andareoDnnoisaanoewasmade, 
for  the  pmriose  of  ascertiuning  the  practicability 

of  nsing  uiat  stream  as  a  feeder.  The  resnft 
was  favorable ;  but  as  the  Engineers  had  been 
directed  to  examine  a  route  in  Western  Penn* 
Bf  Irania,  and,  as  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  had 
undertaken  a  system  of  Internal  Improvement^ 
and  wonld  neceessrily  use  this  water  in  some  of 
her  works,  that  rente  was  not  fnrther  snrveyed. 
When  the  Convention  sat  in  this  city,  in  Decem- 
ber, 18S6,  a  proposition  was  submitted  to  Uiat 
body,  to  have  a  survej'  made  (tom  a  line  run  by 
Col.  Kearney,  in  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  to 
the  Ohio  Canal,  for  the  pnrpc»e  of  ascertaining 
the  practicability  of  nnitdng,  by  this  cross  cnt, 
the  Ohio  Canal  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  if  it  should  terminate  in  Pennsylvania ; 
or  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  it 
was  not  the  most  &vDrable  route  for  the  exten- 
sion of  the  mun  canal.  The  subject  was  de- 
bated on  two  several  days,  and  was  well  under- 
stood, and  the  OooventioD  recommended  the 
proposition  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the 
President,  nnder  the  provision  of  the  act  men- 
tioned. The  Convention  also  passed  a  resolu- 
tion, declaring  distinctly  that  its  members  did 
contemplate  an  extension  of  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Canal  to  Lake  Erie,  or  to  some 
water  oommnnication  connecting  with  it. 
There  is  not  any  canal  of  the  aame  length,  of 
greater  national  importance.  It  will  open,  in 
connection  with  the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio 
Canal,  or  with  the  Pennsylvania  Canal,  which- 
ever may  be  constrncted,  a  direct  communica- 
tion wiUi  the  extensive  country  bordering  on 
those  great  Inland  waters.  On  it  will  be  oon> 
veyed  the  prodnoe  destined  for  a  market  aouth 
of  New  Tork,  which  may  be  bronght  np  the 
Ohio  Canal.  Bo  important  has  it  been  con- 
sidered by  the  States  of  Pennsylvania  and  Ohio,. 
that  they  have  concurred  in  incorporating  t, 
company,  for  the  pnipose  of  oonstxnoting  it ; 
and  this  company  will,  In  due  time,  apply  to> 
Congress  for  aid  and  assistance  in  completing 
the  work. 

The  gentleman  has  also  seen  proper  to  find 
fault  with  the  sarveye  made  for  narbors  at 
Ashtabola,  and  at  Oonningham's  Creek,  and 
supposes  that  these,  with  the  other  snrveys, 
were  made  to  accommodate  neighborhoods. 

The  genUeman  must  have  be^  unacqndnUd 
with  the  importance  of  the  coioinerce  on  that 
Lake,  acd  with  the  danger  to  which  it  is  ex- 
posed, or,  I  am  sure,  he  would  not  have  seized 
on  these  surveys  as  a  ground  for  criminating 
those  who  administer  the  Oovemment.  Sir, 
there  is  not  a  natural  harbor  on  the  whole  of 
that  coast,  from  Buffalo  to  Sandnsky — a  distance 
of  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  roilee.  The 
sudden  storms  of  winds  are  violent,  and  greatly 
endanger  both  the  commerce  and  the  fives  of 
those  employed  in  carrying  it  on.  The  con- 
struction or  improvement  of  harbors  there,  is 
as  much  in  aid  of  commerce,  so  far  as  principle 
is  involved,  as  similar  works  are  on  the  sea- 
shore.   The  value  of  that  commerce  now,  in 
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importatioiu,  bj  which  I  mean  (said  Kr.  W.) 
all  gooda  shipped  at  BnfiUo,  amoimta  to  not 
leas  thm  five  millioDs  oiiiiaallj',  and  is  rapid]; 
looraaMng.  I  have,  said  be,  saSoient  eyidenoe 
in  D17  poaacfloion  to  prove  thia  aaaertion.  The 
amoimt  of  ezporta  is  verj  great. 

itr.  QoJtMX  said,  that  in  oppoung  the  final 
paaaage  of  the  bill  under  oonmderatdon,  he 
shoola  avoid  diaoosdii^  ao;  otgeotion  which 
arose  oat  of  the  proviaiooa  of  the  oooatitnUon. 
Be  ^oold  feel  tiiat  bis  time  and  efforta  were 
worse  than  waatad,  in  endeavoring  to  resist  the 
violation  of  that  great  fondamental  law  of  our 
Union.  He  observed,  that  there  had  been  too 
many  proo&  dnring  the  present  session,  that 


big  upon  lerialativa  anthoritj,  than  regard  for 
tiw  eaamtiu  powers  of  t^e  Government,  to 
ivBtHj  him,  at  this  Iat«  period  of  the  searion, 
m  B»inK  tij  thing  npoa  that  sabjeot.  He 
abonlo,  therefore,  in  the  few  remarks  which  he 
ghonld  mak^  oonaidw  onlj  the  qneetion  of  the 
expediency  of  this  Government  becoming  a  Joint 
midertaker  with  the  Con>oraliom  of  tfus  Dis- 
trict, and  a  few  individnais  in  making  the  pro- 
posed Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal.  And  this 
qDestirai  he  considered  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant that  had  agitated  the  United  States.  That, 
in  tmtb,  it  was  the  great  qnestdon,  whether  an; 
form  of  Government  conid  secore  to  the  great 
bodj'  of  the  people^  the  certain  enjoyment  of  a 
doe  ahare  of  the  profita  of  thmr  labw-. 

We  have  boasted  (and  who  had  not  felt  pride 
in  the  truth  of  the  boaat)  that  onrs  was  the 
onlf  Govemmmt  which  prot«ot«d  alike  the  in- 
terest of  the  rich  and  the  poor,  and  where  all 
were  eqoallr  entitled  to  eTer;  privilege.  In 
fact,  that  pnvilegea  were  nnknown  to  oar  fna 
oonntry.  Tb&t  here  the  true  object  of  Qovem- 
ment  had  alone  been  attained,  m  aeouring,  bj 
ita  peooliar  organization,  the  rights  of  uiose 
who  were  unable,  bv  ignorance,  poverty,  or 
weaknees,  to  protect  themselves  from  the  am- 
bition or  grasping  cnpidity  of  those,  in  whose 
bands  power  naoiuly  centered.  Be  remarked, 
that,  npon  this  subject  alone,  he  had  been  an 
enthnuBst,  He  had  felt  more  seal  for  the 
country's  service,  because  the  poorest  man  in  it 
was  aa  seenre  in  the  enjoyment  of  his  property 
as  the  most  wealthy,  than  in  any  display  of 
national  power  and  aDlhority,  He  had  believed, 
thai  the  sreat  and  pabiolic  men  to  whom  we 
were  indebted  for  oar  poUtical  inatitations. 
had  sncceeded  in  effecting  what  others  had 
Btmggled  for  in  vain.  He  asked  if  his  en- 
thusiasm in  these  opinions  of  his  had  been  the 
result  of  an  over-heated  imagination.  He  ob- 
served, that  the  policy  which  the  Federal  Ad- 
ministration had  pursned  for  the  last  few  years 
satisfied  him  that  it  was  extremely  difficult,  if 
not  impossible  for  any  Government  so  to  be 
framed  that  ita  oondact  would  not  be  directed 
by,  and  for  the  advantage  ot,  the  active  and 
uiflaeatial  members  of  society.    The  struggle 


by  the  body  of  the  people  to  protect  themselves 
Erom  the  cnpidity  of  the  select  classes,  had  com- 
menced with  the  origin  of  Government ;  and 
that  wealth,  intelligenoe,  and  the  force  which 
the  few  were  always  able  to  combine,  had  in- 
variably overcome  in  that  straggle.  That  « 
stmMle  of  very  nearly  the  sameKnd  had  for- 
merly exoit«d  all  the  energiee  of  oar  people ; 
bnt  that,  sioce  the  signal  victory  then  obtained 
by  popnjar  rights,  the  ftmding  and  banking  sys- 
tems, the  war,  and  the  erection  of  nnmeroas 
corporations,  withlarge  capitals,  for  mannfactnr- 
ing  and  other  pm-pooes.  had  organized  new  and 
powerful  interests,  which  had  years  ago  com- 
menced, and  were  now  carrying  on  a  more  snc- 
cessfnl  attack  upon  the  great  rigftits  of  the  ooio- 
mmiity. 

Mr.  O.  observed,  that  he  had  no  doabt  that 
every  member  of  toe  Eonse  nnderstood  the  na- 
tnre  of  the  increased  force  wliioh  wealth  and 
intelligence  derived  from  the  amailnaaa  of  tbo 
nnmbera  of  those,  who,  in  every  country, 
wielded  those  great  levers  of  sodety.  And  he 
hoped  that  they  would,  without  diffienlty,  on. 
derstand  the  reasons  npon  which  be  had  at- 
tempted to  show  the  expediency  of  oonfining 
the  aathority  of  the  State  and  Federal  Govem- 
ments  within  the  limits  already  st^ed.  But, 
(ICr.  G.  observed,)  if  anj|  proom  were  wantius 
of  the  troth  of  the  diatinotions  which  he  had 
made,  he  supposed  they  might  be  foond  in  the 
history  of  ue  policy  pnrsned  by  the  Federal 
Government,  of  lato  years.  He  woold  take  a 
familiar  example,  which,  he  thought,  oonld  be 
foond  in  the  West  Point  Academy.  That  ioati- 
totion  owed  its  origin  to  the  coUectionof  a  few 
of  the  of&cers  of  the  Army,  for  the  pnrpoae  of 
improvement  in  the  scientino  part  of  their  pro- 
fession, at  West  Point,  by  order  of  the  Govern- 
ment. At  the  oommencemrat  of  the  late  war, 
the  nnmbers  were  enlarged  to  two  hnndred  and 
fifty,  and,  by  oonstmotion,  to  two  hmidred  and 
sixty-two.  After  the  war  was  ended,  when  it 
was  determined  to  make  the  nadousl  defence 
depend  chiefly  upon  the  Navy,  when  the  Armjr 
had  been  reduced  to  six  thousand  men,  and 
there  was  every  probability  of  Bloag.«on^ued 
peace,  repeated  efforts  were  made  to  reduce  the 
nnmber  of  Cadets  at  West  Point.  These  efforts 
had  foiled,  becanse  the  memberv  of  Congresa, 
and  their  friends,  through  them,  were  enabled, 
by  the  means  of  that  institution,  to  procure  the 
education  of  their  children  at  the  public  «x- 
B,  and  to  prepare  them  for  avocations  of 
vholly  unconnected  with  the  military  ser- 
vice. 
Mr.  G.  then  observed,  that  every  one  nnited 
.  feelings  of  gratitude  to  those  by  whom  otir 
revolution  was  effected ;  but  that  the  adTantagea 
secured  by  that  revolution  were  very  dif^r- 
ently  estimated  by  different  portions  of  the 
community.  One  party  appeved  to  consider 
the  establishment  of  a  great  and  splendid  Na- 
tional Government,  well-equipped  armiea,  nn- 
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tiw  ula,  «B  Ui«  most  dednble  roBalti  of  that 
pwt  event;  whilst  the  other  would  be  fiillj 
WiifiedbyluiviiiK  indiTidoal  h^ipinesi  Konred 
Ianei7  dticen,  ^  proteotiii^  hU  rights  to  the 
^i^ment  of  th«  Mi^«rt  poeable  share  of  the 
DNOtaof  hialabor.  Theae  two  parties,  he  said, 
W  (listed  in  all  firee  GoTemmenta.  It  was  the 
•trib  between  the  Democraor  and  Aristooraor. 
And  sltfaon^  ire  had  no  titled  nobUitj,  and 
were  all  iMM  AMMfML  jet  we  had  an  sristocraof, 
not  the  lees  powerflu  becanse  it  is  not  artificial. 
He  knew  that  it  was  said  tiiat  our  Government 
■H  Bepnbliean,  and  that  we  had  a  Democratjo 
Admiiuflbatiui ;  forhispart,  he  tlionshtalarge 
pottka  (tf  the  menben  of  the  Adoi&uBtraldon 
e  like  tfao  bead  of  it,  but  peeodo-Dcmoorata. 


Hovae;  "T^'t^r'g  Utat  the  mopoaed  oanal  for 
eonaefftinB  the  waters  of  the  Gheaapeake  and 
Oluo  wie  too  visionarr  in  its  oonoeption, 
wmld  be  too  ex|>enriTe  in  its  exeontion,  and 
too  profitleM  in  its  e^joTmen^  to  have  been 
nndMtaka)  bj  anj  Oovemment  properlj  re- 
laidfbl  at  the  profita  of  the  people's  laoor.  He 
Mtfed,  that  itetthw  the  State  Governmenta,  nor 
«>7  iosociatiOB  <rf  private  individuals,  ever 
voild  have  attempted  to  have  made  the  Ohes- 
Mks  sod  Oluo  OanaL  The  faot,  that  the 
8we*  of  Tirpnia,  Uarjland,  and  Penusylvauia, 
ud  the  CheMpeuce  and  <Hiio  Oanal  Oompanj, 


no  eaob«diction  of  what  he  had  s^d.  These 
Slatea,  he  observed,  expected  to  reap  advan- 
tagM,  folly  eqnal  to  their  expenditorea,  and 
tut  the  individnalB  of  that  oorapnny  might  ex- 
pect to  be  amplj'  rewarded  for  their  advanoe- 
mtMa,  ont  of  the  profits  of  the  agencies  and 
eoBtneta  whicli  an  expeoditnre  of  S8  millions 
woold  ereata,  and  that  a  eonnderable  portion 
•t  the  ptbecription  of  that  oompanj  was  in 
tatoBua  rtock,  known  to  be  of  little  valne^ 
Ind  he  observed  that  botb  those  States  and 
that  tompaMtj  would  advance  mone  j  only  from 
tlie  oxpeetation  that  the  larseet  pwtjon  of  the 
eipwtse  woold  be  borne  by  l£e  Federal  Govem- 
meoL  He  observed  that  the  sobscnplioD  for 
tfoefc  by  the  Corporations  of  Washington  Oity, 
■fed  Geonetown,  and  Alexandria,  might  be 
esDad  a  |£eiKKiieaan  in  the  history  of  stock- 
Jobbug.  Those  corporations,  created  for  the 
vsnoae  <A  regolating  the  police  of  their  towns, 
Md,  withont  antbimty,  and  contrary  to  the 
■More  and  design  of  their  institntions,  sub- 
Kribed  $1,600,000  for  stock.  He  observed, 
that  theee  sabscriptions  he  oonridered  a  Inre  to, 
«  rather  the  cover  under  whkh  the  Govem- 
MBt  was  to  oonunMice  itock-Joblnng  itseU;  and 
ns  to  be  indnoed  to  advance  so  far,  in  erpend- 
tBf  iti  tressore  npon  the  canal,  as  to  be  finally 
^■MnfwDed  to  cany  it  on  when  all  the  other 
partus  to  the  nndertaking  bad  become  unable 
or  mwilting  to  expend  any  thing  more  npon  it. 
Hs  Mid  tiiat  he  had  no  donbt  that  those  eor- 
«  would  have  snbaoribed  $100,000,000 
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for  stock  in  the  company,  if  they  ooold  not  other- 
wise have  indnoed  the  Government  to  beoome 
the  responsible  stockholders.  What  means, 
he  asked,  had  the  declining  Gorporations  of 
Georgetown  and  Alexandria  of  paying  their 
snbsi^ptionB,  and  what  power  had  the  corpora- 
tion of  Washington  Oity  to  compel  its  dtizens  to 
pay  snob  a  snhsorlption  t  He  admitted  that  it 
was  to  bate  been  expected  that  those  corpora- 
tions would  ose  all  the  means  they  conld  con- 
trol, to  indnoe  the  Government  to  make  the 
canal,  and  in  what  be  had  said  in  relation  to 
them,  he  wished  to  be  understood,  not  so  much 
as  censoring  their  condnct^  as  that  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  "fMwtf  their  subscription  any 
reason  for  its  expenditure. 

Mr.  G.  then  admitted,  that  all  his  general 
remarks  would  be  inapplicable  to  the  immediate 
mbject  under  oonrideration,  provided  it  could 
be  shown  that  there  was  a  reasonably  proba- 
bility that  the  canal  would  yield  the  ordinary 
rate  of  profit  He  observed,  also,  that  by  profit 
he  did  not  mean  the  mere  toll  which  oomd  be 
ooUecl«d  for  transportod  produce,  bnt  all  the 
advantages  which  any  portion  of  the  people 
would  derive  fhmi  it.  He  asserted  that  profit 
was  the  only  oli^eot  which  conld  Justify  such 
improvementa. 

Mr.  G.  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  auee- 
tion,  whether  a  reasonable  profit  was  bkely  to 
be  eqjoyed  by  the  people  of  the  United  States 
from  what  the  Government  should  lay  out  in 
completing  the  Oheiapeako  and  Ohio  Canal. 
He  stated,  that  the  best  means  of  determining 
such  a  qnastion  would  be  by  aaoertaining  the 
cost  of  moving  the  oanaL  the  quantity  of  every 
material  whi<£  it  would  transport,  the  differ* 
enoe  between  the  advantages  of  that  transporta- 
tion and  snob  as  could  otherwise  have  been 
attuned,  and  the  benefit  of  the  new  market 
which  it  would  give  to  the  productions  of  the 
country.  As  to  the  first  point  of  inquiry,  to 
wit  the  ooet  of  the  canal,  he  statod  that  there 
had  been  much  dlfierence  of  opinion.  The 
United  States  Eu^eera,  employed  specially 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  that  point,  iiad 
eetdmated  it  at  $23,876,429  69  cents.  He  sud 
that  great  efforts  had  been  made  by  the  special 

Csans  of  the  canal,  to  lower  that  estimate. 
,  observed  Mr,  G.,  if  that  should  be  an  over- 
rated estimate,  it  was  the  first  that  the  Govern- 
ment has  yet  been  famished  witii  by  its  En^- 
neers.  He  slated  his  belief  that  the  expanse 
would  tai  exceed  the  oalonlation  which  be  had 
mentioned,  and  that  belief,  he  said,  was  founded 
upon  the  singularity  of  the  attempt  to  make  a 
canal  over  a  very  extensive  range  of  mountains, 
and  the  impossibility  of  foreseeing  all  the  ob- 
Btruotions  which  would  be  fbund  to  exist  in  the 
execution  of  such  a  work.  And  the  House,  he 
observed,  would  perceive  the  force  of  what  he 
said,  when  it  recollected  the  number  of  locks, 
bridges,  culverts,  &o.,  which  were  supposed  to 
bo  necessary,  and  the  fact  that  the  expense  of 
one  tunnel  of  five  miles'  length,  it  was  oalcn- 
loted,  would  cost  $8,600,000. 
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Hr.  Q.  then  proceeded  to  eifimine  the  seoond 
point  he  had  made,  to  wit :  the  qaantit^  of  ma' 
terial  which  would  be  traiuported  bj  the  oanal. 
He  stated,  that  the  iargeet  portion  of  ita  ronte 
woa  either  tliroagh  a  very  eterile  oonntry,  or 
an  extensive  range  of  nncnltiTBted  mount^ns. 
He  admitted  that  one  portion  of  it  paased 
thronBh  a  very  different  kind  of  ooontry.  He 
remarlted  that  the  Ta]1e;r  between  the  Blue 
Ridge  and  the  Alleghany  HoQntains  was  not 
BurpoBsed  in  richness  of  soil,  solnbritj  of  climate, 
pictoresqae  ecenery,  and  the  indna^ons  habits 
of  its  people,  hj  aaj  part  of  the  world.  It  was, 
indeed,  he  uia,  to  him  a  most  lovely  and  be- 
loved lan^  endeared  b;  a  thooaand  of  the  most 
tender  and  happy  recoflectiona. 

But  the  valley,  Hr.  G.  olraerred,  was  too 
amall  in  extent,  to  justify  a  very  laiige  ezpen- 
ditnre  for  the  ^nipose  of  lessening  the  prioe 
which  its  inhahitontB  had  to  pay  for  Uie  carriage 
of  their  prodnoe.  He  fbrther  observed,  tlut 
many  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  floor,  hemp, 
and  pork,  of  the  Western  ooontry,  wonld  be 
transported  by  the  canal.  Bat  he  thonght 
differently  himself.  He  stated  that  no  ooontry, 
eo  inland,  had  so  fine  a  natural  commonioation 
with  the  ocem,  a>  that  npon  the  waters  of  the 
Ulssissippi.  He  stated  also,  that  the  canal  fnra 
the  Ohio  to  Lake  Erie  would  soon  be  completed, 
and  wonld  fomiah  an  easier  (tbongh  not  quite 
eo  short)  commonioation  with  tne  Atlantic 
than  the  proposed  canal.  He  asked  whether  it 
was  to  sopply  Virpnia  and  Uarylaud  with 
horses  and  hogs  t 

Hr.  LxFTUB  said  that,  when  he  came  to  the 
hall  this  monung,  it  was  not  his  intention  to  have 
said  any  thing  on  the  qoestion  now  nnder  con- 
uderatioit;  bnt,  from  tbe  coorse  which  the 
discnsaion  had  taken,  representing  as  he  did  a 
district  largely  interestca  in  this  matter,  he  felt 
boond  to  say  somethiog,  and  that  his  remarks 
alioold  be  confined  to  some  extent  in  reply  to 
the  objections  urged  against  the  passage  of  the 
bill,  by  the  gMitleman  from  Qeoi^ia,  ^Ir.  Oil- 

lUB.) 

The  gentleman  &om  Geoiwa  sets  ont  by 
stating  what  might  be  CBUecT  with  some  pro- 
priety a  political  axiom ;  he  says  that  Govern- 
ments are  formed  for  the  protection  of  the  weak 
against  the  strong,  and  infers  that  the  incor- 
poration of  this  company  will  be  oppressive, 
mstead  of  a  benefit  to  the  people.  Now,  sir, 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  see  the  application  or  force  of 
this  argument ;  it  seems  to  me  to  prove  too 
much.  If  the  incorporation  of  companies  be 
oppressive,  then  this  Government  and  the  sev- 
eral State  Legislatnres  have  been  in  error  from 
the  first  establishment  of  onr  institutions :  for 
they  have  all,  from  the  beginning,  been  in  the 
continued  practice  of  granting  corporate  powers. 
In  fact,  the  argument,  without  going  farther,  is 
fully  met  by  the  experience  of  the  eoontry :  for 
great  as  the  bugtjears  have  been  which  have 
been  held  up  to  the  public  gaze,  by  some  statea- 
men,  in  relation  to  corporations,  yet  I  doubt 
whether  the  gentleman  frton  Geoi^ia,  or  any 
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gentleman,  can  show  that  they  have  been  op- 

EBsnve  to  the  people  j  while  I  think  it  must 
admitted  that  the  moorporation  of  oompanies 
in  the  United  Stales,  has,  in  a  variehr  of  in- 
stances, been  of  great  publio  ntility.  ^e  only 
thing  necessary  to  secure  the  rights  of  the  citi- 
zen, is  to  have  the  law  well  gronnded ;  and 
from  the  examination  which  I  have  given  hja 
bill  and  all  the  laws  relating  to  the  Chesapeake 
and  Ohio  Oanal,  I  am  perfectly  satisfied  that  tliis 
object  is  fully  attaineo. 

The  next  objection  nrged  by  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia  is,  that  we  are  abont  to  make  a 
canal  to  a  point  where  there  is  no  market.  I 
must  confess  I  felt  some  surprise  at  hearing  the 
honorable  member  thns  express  himself.  Fw 
the  talents  of  that  gentiemon  I  entertain  a  high 
opinion :  and  how  he  oonld  arrive  at  this  con- 
clusion, is  to  me  matter,  not  only  of  surprise, 
hot  great  astonishment.  Why,  rir,  I  hazard 
nothing  in  saying  that  this  point  opens  to  a 
market  equal  to  any  in  North  America.  It  is 
about  midway  of  yonr  Atlantic  coast,  preaentiog 
all  the  advantages  of  the  trade  along  your 
whole  seaboard ;  and  at  once  puts  yon  aJQoat 
on  the  ocean,  whence  you  may  command  the 
market  of  the  world.  This  is  the  light  in  which 
I  would  regard  this  branch  of  the  subject,  not, 
as  I  soppose  the  gentieman  meant,  that  we  in- 
tended nothing  more  than  to  avail  ourselvee  of 
the  markets  of  Georgetown,  this  city,  and 
Alexandria.    No,  sir,  they  will  reoeire  their 

Srtion  of  the  benefits,  but  wt>  have  greater  and 
ther  objects  in  view ;  we  wish,  and  if  thia 
bill  passes,  I  hope  we  shall  all  see  the  day  when 
the  Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal  will  be  the 
great  avenue  from  the  west  to  the  ocean,  afford- 
mg  facilities  to  some  millions  of  the  people,  by 
which  they  can  avail  themselves  of  any  market 
they  choose.  But  the  gentleman  from  Geor;gia 
says,  if  the  canal  was  made,  bnt  little  produce 
will  pass  alongit.  If  he  were  as  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  Western  country  as  many  gentle- 
men in  this  hall,  he  would  have  no  difficnlty  in 
coming  to  a  very  different  conclusion.  He 
would  readily  see,  that  we  not  only  wanted  the 
means  of  getting  t«  market,  but  that  we  had 
the  prodnota,  in  great  abondance  to  supply  ■ 
market.  Tes,  sir,  the  produce  of  the  West  is 
incalcolable.  Give  us  a  market,  and  there  ia 
no  limit  to  our  resources.  Every  year  we  drive 
from  west  of  the  Alleghany  Uoontains,  between 
eighty  and  one  hundred  thousand  head  of  b<^ra. 
We  send  immense  quantities  of  tobacco,  whi». 
key,  bacon,  and  many  other  articles,  and  the 
time  has  been,  and  may  be  agun,  when  the 
country  on  tiie  seaboard  will  nave  to  depend 
on  the  upper  and  Western  country  for  their 
iron  and  salt.  Tes,  sir,  the  iron  and  salt  ia 
found  prin<upB]ly  in,  and  west  of,  the  Alleghany 
Hoontains.  In  time  of  war,  when  these  arti- 
cles cannot  be  imported,  the  supply  must,  in 
some  measure,  come  from  the  West.  Without 
this  canal,  they  must  come  enormously  high, 
if  got  at  all ;  beoanse  Hiey  are  heavy  artiiSea 
aua  of  difficult  transportatJoo.    Besides  tbeea 
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prodocta,  tbe  people  who  will  kvuI  themselvefl 
cf  tlie  benefita  of  this  canal  raise  immenHe 
quntitjes  of  gruD,  of  every  kind.  In  fact, 
K)ke>t  is  the  Ht&ple  article  of  a  great  portian  of 
tin  TesUm  ooontr;,  and  its  OQltore  oan  be 
mliiMd  to  almost  any  qnantitf.  To  match 
the  Eastern  cities,  as  Uie  Wefltem  people  can, 
bj-  this  canal,  with  their  flonr,  it  most  be  eri- 
dent  to  every  gentleman,  is  a  matter  well  de- 
Mrring  the  favorable  consideration  of  tbie 
Bome.  Sir,  aa  the  people  of  the  ff  eat  are  now 
■toated,  the;  hare  no  market  for  this  great 
it^le  of  their  country,  except  at  the  city  of 
New  Orleana — a  market  perhaps  more  fluctn- 
ating  ud  precariooa  than  any  other  that  can 
be  named;  and  from  1,600  to  2,000  miles 
^rtant  from  the  wheat  conntry,  and  that,  too, 
in  a  dimate  where  the  elementa  eeem  to  oom- 
Utw  not  only  to  injure  the  quality  of  onr  pro- 


Bat,  again:  The  gentleman  from  Oeor^ 
■tate«^  that  this  and  the  adjacent  dtiee  are  snr- 
tvHnided  by  large  forests ;  and  that,  while  wood 
remuna  [denty,  there  will  be  no  conmderabie 
coal  trade  on  the  cima].  It  Is  tme,  Hr.  Speaker, 
th^  u  MMiridentble  timber  not  far  distant 
frau  these  citiea,  yet  wood  coata,  I  am  in- 
tonati,  from  fbnr  to  aix  dollars  per  cord — a 
pfifle  certwnly  not  yery  low.  Open  this  canal 
to  tlbe  coal  mines,  and  I  cannot  entert^  a 
doabt,  yod  wiU  at  once  bring  into  exiatence  an 
jmoieMe  eoal  trade,  by  which  this  city,  George- 
town, Alexandria,  Norfolk,  and  other  places, 
wiD  be  lapplied  with  great  qoantitiee  of  that 
Tihiable  article  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per 
boahd.  ¥naa  theee  facts,  therefore,  I  think 
I  hare  ahown  that  the  genUeman  fhun  Georgia 
mnat  be,  in  some  measure,  mistaken  in  his 
Tievs  on  this  soljeot. 

But  be  goes  farther:  He  snj^poses  that  canals 
nerer  soDoeed  well,  except  in  old  popnloos 
ecnmttiei;  that  the  ootmtry  throng  which  this 
caul  is  to  pas^  oont^ns  too  thin  a  population; 
*&d  has  gone  into  a  det^Ied  aooonnt  of  canals 
in  Eorajw.  Why,  ur,  the  two  coontries  are 
Tutly  difllbrent,  both  in  locality  and  their  arti- 
dea  tt  eommeroe.  Neither  f^and,  Ireland, 
nor  Scotland,  export  many  of  the  heavy  balky 
attidea.  Their  territory  is  small,  and  is  entirely 
nnoonded  by  navigable  waters ;  their  exports 
M  genenlly  vt  manofactnred  aitioles  of  great 
nltw,  light,  and  of  small  bnlk,  and  consequently 
ofM^  tmuportation.  Tbe  cose  is  very  differ- 
tntbere;  onr  prodnctB,for  the  most  part,  are 
tf  the  b«avy,  bnlfcy  kind,  Ue  in  the  interior, 
vd  ire  far  tram  navigmlioD ;  and  hence  the 
pMt«r  neoesrity  for  canals.  So  far  as  regards 
tbtpopalatian,  tbe  gentleman  is  eqneJly  wide 
fiom  tne  mark.  Yea,  sir,  more  than  two  mil- 
Ens  (4  year  citizens  are  now  anxionsly  looking 
to  this  ConereM  for  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
Alt  the  canu  may  be  commeoced.  All  Weat- 
n  Peiau7lvanis,  alt  Western  Yirginia,  Ohio, 
Imtaeky,  and  Indiana,  hold  a  lai^  stock  in 
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this  enterprise.  Independent  of  the  vast  popa- 
tation  to  be  benefited  between  tide  water  and 
the  monntains,  in  my  hnmbie  Jndgment,  it 
wonld  pnzzle  the  ingenuity  of  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  either  in  the  old  or  the  new 
world,  to  point  to  the  case  that  has  eqnal  claims 
even  on  the  score  of  popniation;  and  I  would 
say  further,  that,  when  so  large  a  popolstJon 
make  their  appeal  to  Congress,  it  becomes  a 
grave  qneetion,  and  ehoald  be  met  in  that  spirit, 
and  not  in  the  spirit  of  ridicule.  The  gentle- 
man from  Georgia  urges,  as  another  obiection, 
that  the  city  corporations  and  tbe  individual 
stockholders  will  never  pay  up  their  subscrip- 
tions, and  that  the  harden  will  eventually  fall 
on  the  Government.  This,  again,  in  my  hnm- 
ble  judgment,  is  a  delusion :  for  the  bUl  itself 
contains  an  express  guard  against  any  such  con- 
tingency. And  besides,  we  have  the  strongest 
evidence  of  the  ability  and  willingness  of  all  to 
join  heartily  in  the  work. 

Hr.  Speaker :  Having  made  these  remarks  in 
replyto  some  ofthe  arguments  urged  against  the 
passage  of  this  bill,  let  us  look  at  this  question  in 
another  light;  here  is  an  improvement  carrying 
with  it,  perhaps,  more  of  national  character  than 
any  that  can  be  made  in  these  United  States ; 
the  very  first  great  national  improvement  that 
attracted  the  attention  of  our  ancestors,  and 
which  has  been  viewed  and  approved  of  since 
the  foundation  of  the  Government,  as  one  of 
the  great  means  of  holding  this  Union  together. 
Tee,  sir,  when  that  conntry  west  of  the  n: 


into  fiitnrity,  foresaw  that  sectional  feelings 
and  sectional  interests  were  to  take  root,  and 
grow  up  in  this  land.  To  f^nard  against  their 
consequences  waa  to  his  mind  a  matter  of  no 
small  moment.  He  could  readily  see  that  this 
was  the  rock  on  which  this  Mr  fabric  was  the 
most  likely  to  be  dashed  into  pieces.  He  was, 
therefore,  the  first  to  recommend  a  anion  of  the 
eastern  and  western  W8t«rs,  on  the  very  line  of 
the  proposed  canal.  Is  there  nothing  due  to 
his  Jud^ent  t  Is  his  paternal  address,  on  his 
retirement  fh>m  office,  not  to  be  our  inheritance, 
and  are  we  not  to  look  npon  this  as  the  favored 
moment  to  give  greater  strength  to  this  vast 
R^nbliot 

Mr.  UrroHKLL,  of  Tennessee,  moved  the  pre- 
vious question. 

His  aetnand  was  sustained  by  the  Eonse — 
ayes  90. 

The  previous  qnesUon  being  then  put  and 

The  m^n  qaesUon  was  then  pnt — "  Shall  this 
bill  paast "  and  decided  by — 

Yus. — Ueears.  Anderson  of  Penn.,  Armstrong, 
Bailey,  Baldwin,  John  B.  Barbonr,  Barlow,  Bartlett, 
Bartley,  Bates  of  Hui.,  Bates  of  Xiuouri,  Beecher, 
Btair,  Blake,  Brent,  Bnckner,  Batman,  Chilton,  Ctark 
of  Kentucky,  Condlct,  Coolter,  Creighton,  Crockett, 
Crowninibielil,  Culpeper,  Dtvenport  of  Ohio,  Dick- 
inson, Dorsey,  Duncan,  Eyarett,  Findlay,  Port,  For- 
ward, Oale,  Gamsey,  Qiirley,  Holmes,  Hnnt,  Inger- 
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■on,  iMeka,  Johni,  Iawicuca,  Lecompl«,  Ii«n«r, 
I^lcher,  Little,  lirlontoa,  L7011,  Hagee,  UarUn- 
dale,  Hanin,  KuweU,  MoDidBe,  HcHMton,  VaEeu, 
HcLcM),  Hercer,  Herwio,  Hstcalfe,  Miner,  HltcheU 
of  PenntjlYBnik,  Xilohell  of  Tennenoe,  Uoore  of 


Bosaell,  Sawyer,  Serseant,  Bbepperd,  Bloane,  Smith 
of  Indhlia,  Spring,  Sasberrj,  StaTenson  of  Fann., 
Sterigere,  Stewart,  Storrt,  Btrong,  fiwano,  Taylor, 
TbompaoD  of  New  Jersey,  Traoy,  Tucker  of  New 
Jeney,  Vance,  Van  Boni,  Vamnm,  Vinton,  Walea, 
Ward,  Waihington,  Wnnu,  Whipple,  WhittlcMj, 
Widdin.WUxm  of  PemiBylTatiia,  Wliigate,  Wood- 


Aliton,  AndenoD  of  Maine,  Archer,  Barber  of  CoDiL, 
PMUp  F.  Barbour,  Barringer,  BosMtt,  Belden,  Bell, 
Brown,  Bochanan,  Bnek,  Bonner,  Cambreleng,  CUi- 
bome,  Clark  of  New  York,  Conner,  Davenport  of 
Virginia,  DaTia  of  Mass.,  DatU  of  B.  C,  Desha,  Dray- 
ton, Earll,  Floyd  of  Georgia,  Fry,  Gilmer,  Gorham, 
Green,  Hallock,  B^  HamlhoD,  Harrey,  Haynes, 
Healey,  Hobbie,  Hoflkaan,  JohniOD,  Ke««e,  King, 
Lea,  Long,  LnmiAin,  Marable,  Macfcelt,  Martin, 
McCoy,  Mdntira,  MoSee,  Miller,  Mitchell  of  8.  C, 
O'Bilen,  Folk,  Kpley,  Roane,  Smyth  of  Virginia, 
Btower,  BwUt,  Batheiland,  Taliaferro,  Treirant, 
Tucker  of  S.  C,  Turner,  Verplanek,  Wilde,  WilUami, 
John  J.  Wood,  BHu  Wood,  Wright  of  New  York 
—71. 
So  the  bill  was   passed,  and  sent  to  Uie 


Satubdat,  May  10. 

EUetoral  Vota  for  Pratidmt. 

ICr.  ViLDi  moved  the  following  rasolDtioti : 

Rtteited,  That  a  menage  be  aent  to  the  Senate 

of  the  Dmted  BtaMe.  remectfblly  reqaea^g  that 

body  to  transmit  to  thia  House,  if  in  Hkeir  powea- 

iion,  coidaa  of  the  asTeral  certiflealea  and  line  of  all 

the  Totaa  pven  tot  Freddent  and  Viae  Fraddent, 

on  the  flrst  Wednesday  of  December,  I8S4,orofBO 

many  thereof  aa  were  reo^Tcd,  opened,  and  oountod 

in  Ibis  House,  on  the  second  Wednesday  hi  Febro- 

arj,  1BS5,  when  tho  pereoni  who  fill  the  oBlcea  of 

F^dent  and  Vice  Preddeat  were  ascertained  and 

declared. 

Ur.  Viun  aaid,  a  word  or  two  of  explana- 
tion might  be  expected  from  him,  and  perhape 
was  Deoessaiy.  He  wonld  be  as  brief  as  poa- 
tible.  At  the  last  election  of  Freudent,  he  bad 
the  honor  to  be  a  member  of  that  Eonae. 
While  the  oeitiflcalee  and  lists  of  the  votes 
were  in  the  act  of  being  read,  it  stnu^  him 
that,  tn  some  of  them,  ft  did  not  wpear  liie 
requisitions  of  the  oonatitution  had  be«ui  com- 
plied with.  The  twelfOi  article,  it  wonld  be 
borne  in  mind,  provided  that  the  eleotion  shall 
be  by  ballot,  and  the  Electors  shall  name  in 
their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President, 
and,  on  diiHtut  ballots,  the  person  voted  for  as 
Yioe  Preddent  It  had  then  appeared  to  him 
tbst  the  certificates  firom  some  of  the  States 
did  not  set  forth,  or,  at  least,  did  not  explicitly 
set  fcoih,  a  vote  by  ballet  and  by  dUtinet 
ballots. 


He  did  not  mean  t«  create  a  sensati<«  here, 
or  elsewhere.  Nothing  could  be  farther  from 
his  intention  than  to  controvert  the  validity  ot 
that  election.  He  rose  not  to  lament  over  the 
past,  nor  to  indulge  gloomy  forebodings  for  the 
fhtnre ;  but  to  state  fonts ;  to  draw  from  events 
gone  by,  warning  and  secnrity  for  the  time  to 
oome.  It  was  a  ^ve  qnesliou  how  far  the 
vote  of  a  Btate  might  be  affected  by  a  depar- 
tnre  from  the  forms  of  voting  preeoribed  by 
the  oonstitntion.  It  was  also  an  interesting 
and  delicate  inquiry,  worthy  of  much  calm  and 
serions  thought,  to  whom  &e  power  and  duty 
of  determining  the  Esct  of  sncb  a  dej>artare  be- 
longed. Into  these  questions  he  did  not  now 
propoee  to  enter.  He  would  not  profeaa  that 
his  mind  was  msde  up.  He  intended  studions* 
ly  to  avoid  indicating  any  opinion  at  this  time. 
They  wer&  he  oonsidered,  of  some  magnitude 
and  difficulty,  and  he  felt  them  to  be  so  at  the 
period  alluded  to,  when  they  bod  first  ooouired 
to  bim.  He  did  not  then  venture  to  take  upon 
himself  the  responsibility  of  caudng  them  to 
be  agitata  1  neither  his  confidence  nor  his  ei- 
perienoe  in  public  affairs  warranted  him  in  pre- 
senting a  sngKeetioo,  the  ultimate  oonsequeDcea 
ot  which  it  was  difflontt  to  foresee.  He  oran- 
municated  his  imjveedonL  however,  to  two 
gentiemen  near  Ti™,  one  of  them,  then  hie  col- 
league, now  the  Governor  of  Georgia ;  tiM 
other — a  friend  be  hoped  he  might  call  him,  for 
he  had  found  bim  such — for  whose  talents  and 
character  he  had  the  highest  respect ;  a  gentle- 
man who  had  since  Iteen  translated  to  the  Sen- 
ate, (Mr.  MoLun.)  The  probable  results  of 
such  a  suggestion  were  conndered  during  tba 
very  short  interval  during  which  deliberation 
was  possible.  It  was  imagined  that  if  the 
difficulty  were  presented,  a  protracted  discns- 
don  wonld  arise ;  public  feelug  might  bec<ni>e 
highly  excited,  and  all  the  evils  of  a  contested 
election  for  Chief  Magistrate  be  felt  throughout 
the  Union.  His  nnoertwn^  was  increased,  in 
consequence  of  some  of  the  certificates  having 
been  already  read  before  thej  had  attracted  his 
notice.    Theee  could  not  be  obt^ned  for  in- 

rtion.  The  bearing  of  sncb  m  qnestion  npon 
election,  therefore,  was,  in  every  ren>eot, 
matter  of  doubtfnl  conjectnre.  Under  all  the 
oironmstanees.  his  friends  did  not  encourage 
him  to  introanoe  the  subject.  He  wonld  not 
s^  they  advised  him  against  it.  Whatever 
retpcaubilitf  attached  to  his  silence  on  that 
ocosrion,  belonged  to  himself.  He  did  not  seek 
to  conceal  or  to  divide  it.  He  admitted  that  he 
hesitated,  doubted,  and,  in  the  interval,  the 
event  of  the  election  was  annoonoed. 

Had  the  Directions  apparent  on  these  oertifi- 
oatea  t>een  then  utved — suppoung  them  to  be 
well  founded,  and  wis  Honse  to  be  the  oonati- 


might  have  been  different.  He  had  not,  in  this 
instance,  framed  a  theory,  and  then  songbt  ont 
facts  to  support  it.  He  had  collected  facte,  and 
if  be  was  not  mistaken,  they  were  worthy  of  a 
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jMring  notioe,  and  might  lead  to  Bomethiug 
pnctieaL.  Sinoe  the  oommencemeat  of  the 
pramit  wemioa,  be  had  exaudned  these  oertifi- 
MtM  with  as  much  att«ation  as  his  other  dn- 
tiee  voDld  allow ;  and  if  the  HouEe  should  in- 
dnlge  lum  ia  calUng  for  them,  they  would  be 
bdiered  to  be  fotind,  although  eibibiting  al- 
mort  eTet7  Tarietr  of  form,  to  agree  anbatau- 
HtUj  with  the  abridged  sUtement  which  he 
ihould  present. 

The  ratam  from  Delaware  did  sot  certify 
Oui  the  Electors  voted  bj  bsUot,  but  specified 
the  TDte  of  eaoh  Sleotm  t^os : 

"  A.  B.  Tote*  for  C.  D.  u  Preddent, 
E.  T.  votes  for  0.  H.  a«  PreEddeot,"  && 
Uilr  aotlioriBng  the  inference,  as  he  appre- 
bm"— *t  tfa^  the  vole  was  vka  voae. 

The  Tetom  of  New  York  apedfies  that  the 
DecUnv  voted  b^  ballot,  and  named,  in  diatiiiot 
btUota,  the  persona  voted  for  as  Fre^dent  and 
Yiee  President. 

The  retam  of  Rhode  Island  agrees,  in  effect, 
with  that  of  New  Tork. 

The  retnm  of  Hissomi  did  not^  Mr.  W.  be- 
fieved,  owti^  tiiat  the  Electors  voted  b;  ballot, 
or^  disdnet  boHote. 

That  of  Tennont,  he  concaved,  did  not  ei- 
Inbit  a  vote  hj  billot,  and  by  ^stinct  ballote. 

That  of  Tennemee  presented  distinct  bollota, 
•ad  M  also  of  Oonneoticiit,  New  Hampshire, 
Hdoe,  and  ICary  land. 

The  Electors  of  IGsdssippt  eeemed  to  have 
TMcd  by  baHot;  bnt  it  £d  not  appear  that 
tiktj  gave  distinct  ballots  for  each  <^ce. 

frmn  the  retnms  of  Ohio,  Pennsylvania,  New 
Jtnejr,  aod  Eeotuokr,  enough  appeared  to  war- 
rant the  inference  that  thej  voted  hj  ballot, 
tad  bf  distinct  ballota. 

DKneis  seemed  to  have  voted  by  ballot,  bat 
Bot  hj  dirtbict  ballots. 

The  retom  of  Sooth  Carolina  does  ni}t  state 
eiplidtlj  that  the  Electors  voted  bj  ballot,  and 
hj  dMnet  ballota,  bnt  it  shows  a  separate  vote, 
aad  the  ballots  themselves  are  forwarded. 

Indiana  seems  to  have  voted  hj  baUot,  but 
the  retnm  does  not  allege  distinct  ballotings. 

The  retom  of  Alabama  sBjs,  the  Electon 
proo«eded  to  vote  pursaaat  to  the  law  and  con- 
ilitatioa,  bat  doee  not  epeoifjr  the  mode  of  vot- 
ing in  direct  tenna,  whother  bj  distinct  ballot- 
■p,  or  otherwise. 

That  ti  llMsachnsetts  appears  to  be  strictly 
correct  and  formal.  It  says,  the  Electors  voted 
^  ballot  for  President  aod  Vice  Prendent, 
U(ing  named  in  distinct  ballote  the  person 
voted  for  as  President,  and  the  person  voted 
for  a*  Vice  President. 

The  retom  of  Vir^ida  did  not  spedfy  that 
the  Sectors  voted  by  ballot ;  separate  retoms 
were  made  of  the  votes  for  President  and  Vice 
I'rerident,  bnt  it  did  not  appear  in  terms,  tiiat 
eiUxr  vote  was  by  ballot 

The  retom  of  Oeor^  was  similar  to  that  of 
Tirgpaia,  except  that  the  Electors  nsed  the 
wad  ballot. 
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The  Electors  of  North  Carolina  seemed  to 
have  voted  by  ballot;  bnt  did  not  aver  that  it 
was  by  distinct  ballots,  and  perhaps  the  Mrest 
inference  from  the  language  of  the  retoni  was, 
that  only  one  balloting  was  had. 

The  return  of  LonJ^ana  was,  in  eSbot,  like 
that  of  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  W.  did  not  wish  to  be  xinderetood  as  as- 
serting, Uiat  the  notes  he  had  taken  from  these 
docoments  to  assist  hia  memory,  were  free  from 
error,  nor  that  the  conBtmction  he  pnt  upon 
the  language  used  in  them  was  the  correct  one. 
The  phraseology  was  so  different  as  to  admit  of 
a  great  variety  of  interpretation.  He  protest- 
ed, likewise  that  he  did  not  intend  to  say,  ex  to 
insinoate  sny  thing  against  the  mode  in  whicji 
the  Electors  had  endeavored  to  discharge  th^ 
dnty.  They  had,  doubtless,  acted  according  to 
established  osage  In  their  respective  Stetes, 
Many,  jwrhaps  all  of  them,  were  much  his  su- 
periors in  sagacity  and  experience,  and  he  was 
sjDODg  the  last  who  conid  be  capable  of  treat- 
ing them  with  any  disrespeol^  He  did  ikot 
mean  to  intimate  that  the  votes  thos  given 
were  in  fact  invalid  by  the  conatitotion,  or  that 
any  tribonal  had  been  created  having  power  to 
declare  them  so.  Upon  that  gnbject  he  forbore 
expresfdng  an  opinion.  What  he  wished  to  say, 
was  this :  a  great  diversi^  among  the  certifi- 
cates existed.  Some  of  them  were  open  to  ex- 
c^tifKL  When  the  constitotion  prescribed  a 
puiioolar  mode  of  doing  an  act,  be  took  it  fiv 
granted  that  mode  ooght  to  be  followed.  If  it 
was  departed  frova,  there  might  be  room  to  im- 
pugn the  act  done :  and  the  mere  discuseion  of 
snch  a  question.  In  partioolar  cases,  might  dis- 
tnrb  the  public  tranqoiUilj,  and  lead  to  tomolt 
andoonfouon. 

I^  open  the  oocason  referred  to.  the  votes  of 
those  States  whidi,  as  he  soppoeea,  were  liable 
to  exception,  had,  m  fact,  been  objected  to,  and 
this  Eooae  had  undertaken  to  pronoonce  them 


lull,  the  votes  of  Delaware,  Stisais^ppi,  Ver- 
mont, Uissonri,  Virg^a,  North  Carolina,  Lon- 
iriana,  Indiana,  and  Illinoie,  might,  by  poeaibil- 
ity,  have  been  lost  In  tiuit  event,  if  a  hasty 
caleolatioQ  of  hia  were  not  incorrect,  the  re- 
solt  woold  have  been  to  take  from  one  candi- 
date twenty-eight  votes,  leaving  him  with  sev- 
enty-one  ;  to  take  from  another  candidate 
eleven  votes,  leaving  him  with  seventy-three ; 
to  deprive  a  third  candidate  of  twenty-dx 
votes,  leaving  bim  only  fifteen,  and  thus  ex- 
clnding  him  from  the  Honse,  while  the  fourth 
candidate,  losing  on  three,  and  bring  left  with 
thirty -four  votes,  woold  have  been  brooght  into 
it  as  one  of  the  three  from  whom  the  choice 
was  to  be  made.  It  was  impossible  to  reflect 
as  instant,  without  perceiving  how  momentoos^ 
at  that  time,  moat  have  been  the  investigation 
of  such  questiona.  He  desired,  if  posubl&  to 
prevent  ui  future,  the  oconrrence  of  ench  a 
atete  of  things.  He  was,  he  trnsted,  no  politi- 
cal agitator.  He  desired  not  to  distorb  men's 
minds  as  to  the  pasl^  bnt  to  seek  a  preventive 
Bg^nst  prospective,  and,  he  hoped,  distant,  but 
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not  improbable  evils.  How  it  was  to  be 
sought,  ne  might  not  then  be  prepared  to  saj. 
The  wisdom  of  tbat  Hdubo  would,  no  donbt, 
find  it,  if  (ha;  thooght  proper  to  oommence  the 
aesTcb.  The  first  step  was  to  obt^  the  infor- 
matJOD  those  eertiflcates  woold  afibrd.  He 
asked  for  them  by  a  rcsolntion,  which  gentle- 
men of  skill  and  ezperienoe  in  parliamentary 
precedent  had  kindly  enabled  him  to  pJace  in 
what  he  conceived  to  be  the  estsbtished  and 
respeoUol  form  of  asking  for  papers  in  the  poe- 
eeaaion  of  the  Senate.  Me  regretted,  even  on 
this  BDbjMt,  having  bo  long  occapied  the  floor. 
Other  gentlemen  might  not,  perhaps,  attach  to 
it  the  same  importance  he  did,  bat  he  should 
not  feel  Justified  in  withholding  this  Informa- 
tion any  longer,  and  unless  he  deceived  himself 
1^0  people  of  the  United  States,  and  future 
Electors,  would  find  in  it  matter  of  sufScient 
pith  and  moment  to  secure  him  from  the  impu- 
tation of  wasting  any  portion  of  that  invuu- 
able  time,  so  mudi  of  which  had  been  devoted 
to  Presidential  qnestions  of  another  character. 
This  was  no  party  meaanre.    He  int«nded  to 

S revoke  no  discussion.  It  was  at  least  donbt- 
il  whether  any  aot  of  legislation  wm  neoes- 
aary  or  expedient.  But  the  infonnation  might 
be  at  once  curious  and  nseftd,  and  gentlemen 
would  vote  to  obtun  or  to  refhse  it  aa  they 
tlionght  proper.  Without  the  warning  it  would 
afford,  SQoh  retnms  might  be  made  agun,  and 
some  wiser  or  bolder  politician  be  found  to 
challenge  them  exactly  at  the  right  moment  of 
a  crisis  decisive  of  the  fate  of  men,  and  deeply 
affeoting  even  the  destinies  of  the  Bepubho. 

Mr.  LirrLX  thought  there  was  no  need  of 
agitating  this  snbjeot,  particularly  at  so  late  a 
period  m  the  session.  The  elections  in  tiie 
States  were  not  suljeot  to  the  revision  of  Con- 
gress, and  if  tiie  oertifioatea  stated  traly  the 
result  of  such  elections,  it  was  to  be  inferred 
tbat  they  were  held  according  to  the  law  and 
oonetitntion,  unless  the  contrary  were  made  to 
appear.  He  therefore  moved  Uiat  tiie  resolu- 
tion be  laid  npon  the  table;  which  motion 
prevaUed — ayes  80,  noes  87. 


M011S1.T,  Uay  19. 

7^  Cote  of  William  Morgam,  tvppo^ed  U>  Aow 

been  pitt  to  BeaUi  by  FreeMaionM, 

lir.  TuoT  offered  the  following  memorial, 
and  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Judiciary ; 

To  the  Hon.  Senate  and  Home  of  SepreMotatlvBa  of 
the  United  States,  io  Congress  uaembled: 

The  msmorial  of  the  Bubscribers,  delegates  ■■- 
■embled  at  Le  Boy,  iti  the  connty  of  Oeneaec,  and 
Sute  of  New  York,  reipeclftilly  gheweth,  that  your 
memorialiets  bave  been  delegated  by  the  people  of 
the  several  coon^es  which  they  tepreseDt,  (o  meet 
In  convention  it  this  place,  to  ^e  into  considera- 
tion the  kldoappiDg  and  final  diepoaal  ofWilliam 
Mo^an,  late  of  Bauvia,  la  the  county  aforesaid,  a 
eitiien  of  the  United  Stales,  who  was  forcibly  taken 
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in  the  month  of  September,  182S.  Tour  nenoiial- 
isCa  are  informed,  and  verUy  beliere,  that  the  said 
Uorgan  was  carried  to  Fort  Nianra,  and  there  im- 
piisoned  for  a  length  of  time,  without  legal  aathor- 
it  J.  Tour  memorialists  coDcelve  it  proper,  inasmnch 
as  Fort  Niagara  was  then  In  charge  of  an  officer  or 
afrent  of  the  Uoiled  States,  and  under  the  jorisdio- 
tion  of  tho  Cieiienl  Oovemment,  to  apply  to  Con- 
Kress  for  aid  in  the  piemlses ;  and  your  memorialials, 
UietefOre,  hamblr  pny  that  an  inquiry  be  instituted, 
to  ascertam  whether  the  said  William  Morean  was 
or  was  not  received  and  imprisoned  witbin  the 
walla  of  Fort  Niagara,  in  the  month  of  Beptember, 
1826  ;  and  if  so,  by  whom,  and  by  what  authority, 
be  was  h>  received  and  imprinoned,  and  to  whom  he 
waa  delivered  from  thenc^ — the  inquiry  to  be  made 
in  such  way  and  maimer,  and  under  such  restric- 
liona  and  limitations,  as  your  honorable  body  may 
tlilnk  moat  expedient.  And  your  memorialists,  as 
in  duty  bound,  will  ever  pray,  Ac. 
Dated  at  Le  Boy,  this  Tth  Uarch,  183S. 

The  reading  of  the  memorial  being  called  for 
by  several  members,  the  Chair  directed  that  it 
should  be  read  for  informatioo ;  and  it  was 
read  accordingly. 

Vi.  BuosAVAK  BEud,  the  allegfttion  of  the  me- 
morial is,  that  an  officer  of  the  United  States  at 
Fort  Niagara,  received  and  imprisoned  a  man 
without  legal  authority ;  and  if  that  case  be 
made  out,  it  is  a  proper  subject  for  investigation. 

Mr.  Camukhlesb,  believing  that  the  su^ect 
did  not  come  at  all  within  the  jurisdiction  of 
Congress,  moved  that  the  petition  be  referred 
to  the  Preddent  of  the  Umted  States. 

Mr.  WmoHT,  of  Ohio,  eipreseed  a  doubt 
whether  the  House  had  a  right  to  make  each  a 
reference  of  a  matter  not  within  their  own 
jurisdiction. 

Ur.  MoBrFETE  discliumed  the  least  doubt  on 


President,  not  merely,  but  to  the  Heads  of  De- 


Ur.  Ijttu  now  moved  that  the  petition  l>e 
referred  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

Hr.  F.  P.  Bakbotib,  Cbairmon  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Judiciary,  stud,  that  this  matter 
appeared  to  him  to  lie  within  the  narrowest 
possible  oompass.  Be  was  of  opinion  that 
Congress  had  nothing  whatever  to  do  with  the 
Butriect  of  the  petition.  If  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  had  been  guilty  of  any  act  sub- 

Iecting  him  to  punishment,  under  the  existing 
aws  of  the  conntry,  the  proper  resort  was  to 
the  Judiciary;  but  if  be  haa  o<Hnmitted  some 
act,  not  forbidden  by  law,  but  in  violation  of  his 
duty  as  an  officer,  then  be  is  responsible  to  the 
President  of  the  United  States ;  and  Uie  Execu- 
tive officer  of  the  Govermnent  will  in  the  dis- 
charge of  bis  duty  take  the  necessary  steps  to 
bring  him  to  punishment.  Is  it  intended  to 
refer  this  petition  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jn- 
diciary,  with  a  view  to  any  legislative  action  in 
the  caset  It  was  out  of  the  qnestion.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  snbject  womd  not  be  sent 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Judidoiy, 
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Ur.  &TOBBI  Bud,  tliftt  he  hoped  hU  colleagae 
(Hi.  Tb*ot)  would  consent  that  the  memorial 
be  referred  to  the  Preddent;.  Hr.  S.  could  state, 
for  the  iafmnution  of  the  House,  that  an  order 
had  usoed  from  the  War  Department  for  arrest- 
ing the  officer  cotnnuuidii^  at  Cantonment 
TonoD,  in  the  Arkansaa  TerritoiT',  on  a 
chirge  of  refbnug  obedience  to  the  instractioos 
irf  tbe  Department,  to  aid  in  the  arreet  of  Col- 
ood  Kmg,  and  tlie  delivery  of  ^'"i  to  the  mes- 
«eiig«rs  sent  from  the  Btate  of  New  Torlc  The 
Department  bad  <«dered  this  officer  to  New 
Toit  on  his  airest,  tliat  tlie  mqniry  mi^t  be 
Lad  vidioat  the  inoonTenlcnce  <»  requiring  the 
vitnwses  from  ihti  State  to  attend  at  a  distant 
pdit,  md  where  the  civil  anthoritiea  of  the  State 
could  be  at  hand,  to  co-operate  efficientl;  in 
IDT  measures  necee3ar7  to  be  pnrsoed  for  a  fair 
and  fdH  inreatiMtion-of  the  charges.  Mr.  8. 
lud,  that  he  had  fall  confidence  that  the  Qov- 
crmDent  would  promptl;  investigate  anj  com- 
plaint made,  by  so  respectable  a  body  of  citi- 
zena,  against  any  officer  of  the  United  Stat«s ; 
and,  as  an  investigation  growing  ont  of  the  fail- 
ure to  arrest  Colonel  Bng,  was  now  in  pro- 
re,  he  thought  this  memorial,  also,  shonld 
referred  to  the  Execntivo  or  the  War  De- 
partment. Prompt  mesanres  had  been  taken 
00  the  application  of  the  late  Ezecntive  of  New 
YoA.  ui  relation  to  the  arrest  of  Colonel  King ; 
and  he  did  not  doubt,  that,  if  it  should  ap- 
pear that  any  ofQcer  of  the  United  States  had 
been  eoneemed  in  the  alleged  abuses  which 
had  been  charged  t^)  have  t^en  place  at  Fort 
Nisgsn,  the  Government  would  interpoae  ita 
authority  to  bring  them  to  a  lerions  and  prompt 
inTCEtigation.  He  hoped  therefore,  that  the 
Hoose  would  agreo  to  refer  the  papers  to  the 
EzfcntiTe  Department. 

Mr.  TkADT  replied,  that  it  wu  immaterial  to 
Uni  which  direction  the  petition  took ;  if  it 
was  thought  that  the  Executive  would  be  the 
niore  appropriate  Department  to  conrider  it;  he 
vaold  aoaoMsce  witn  eheerfiilnesa.  The  only 
ruson  he  bad  moved  ita  reference  to  the  Com- 
nitue  on  the  Judiciary,  was,  an  ^iprehension 
of  iome  difficulty  on  the  question  of  ^nrisdio- 
tiffli,  maanncb  as  Fort  Niagara  was  within  the 
tirlbsve  jmtediction  of  the  State  of  New  York, 
D(Ter  havinf  been  ceded  to  the  United  States. 
Be  tataealea  to  withdraw  his  motion  for  re- 
lening  the  petition  to  that  committee ;  and 
lh«  qnendoQ  Deing  on  ita  gomg  to  the  President 
of  the  United  BtUeo, 

Mr.  DKa.TTOit  insisted  that  this  was  a  case  in 
«hieh  the  House  ought  not  to  interfere.  He 
ibougfat  it  bad  been  too  maeh  the  practice,  of 
iite,  for  Congress  to  interfere  in  matters  not 
•tr.ctly  within  its  cognizance,  to  the  delaif  and 
L'JTirT  of  that  which  legitimately  pertained  to 
it.  If  there  was  no  remedy  providea  by  eiietuiK 
law*  for  the  case  to  which  this  petition  related, 
there  mi^t  be  some  reason  for  applying  for  the 
kgiiiaiiaa  of  Congress:  Ijnt  nothing  waa  more 
plain  than  that  the  law  did  fhmiah  a  Aill  and  ea^ 
Kmed^.    CTnder  Hie  8Sd  rale  of  the  artioleB  of 
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war,  it  was  provided,  that,  if  an  injury  is  com- 
mitted by  any  officer  in  the  servioe  of  the 


the  oivil  authority,  to  be  tried  and  punished 
accordingly.  It  did  not  appear  that,  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  this  course  had  been  tried  wiUiont 
effect.  Until  that  was  the  case,  there  could  he 
no  gronud  for  the  interference  of  Ctmgreag  in 
the  matter.  Bedress  waa  easy ;  the  way  to 
obtain  it  plain  and  obviooa ;  and  no  conse- 
quences would  result  from  special  legislation, 
which  were  not  already  as  well  attained  with- 

Mr.  Oium  rose  to  state  the  &ct,  that  it  had 
been  solemnly  determined  on  argument,  in 
court,  that  Fort  Niagara  was  within  the  joris- 
diotion  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  that  all 
offences  committed  therein  were  to  be  tried  by 
the  laws  of  that  State  alone.  This  fact  was,  of 
itselt  BnfBcient  to  show,  that  the  snbject  of  this 
petition  could  not  come  within  the  parview  of 
Congressional  Jurisdiction ;  and  this  fact  must 
have  been  known  to  those  who  aigned  the  pe- 
tition. They  conld  not  be  isnorant  that  the 
abduction  of  Morgan  was  a  civil  offence,  pun- 
ishable exclusively  by  the  laws  of  their  own 
Btate.  He  concluded  by  moving  to  lay  the  pe- 
tition npon  the  table. 

Mr.  GiLHKB,  however,  consented  to  withdraw 
the  motion  at  the  request  of 

Mr.  Stevshsos,  of  Fenn^lvanta,  who,  on 
rising,  observed — that,  with  a  view  to  a  few 
remarks,  he  would  requeat  Mr.  Gilmbr  to  with- 
draw his  motion  to  lay  the  memorial  on  the 
table ;  which,  being  complied  with,  Mr.  Bravxit- 
soK  said  he  hoped  the  motion  to  refer  the  me- 
morial to  the  President  of  the  United  States 
would  prevail.  The  memorialists  alleged,  that 
William  Morgan  was  forcibly  taken,  in  the 
month  of  September,  182S,  to  Fort  Niagara, 
in  the  Btate  of  New  York,  and  there  held  in 
secret  captivity  by  an  officer  of  the  Army 
of  the  United  States  commanding  at  that 
post.  The  President  of  the  United  States 
IS,  in  virtue  of  his  offiM.  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  OUT  Army.  The  kidnapping  and 
confinement  of  Morgan  is  alleged  to  have  taken 
place  in  182S — consequently,  during  the  time 
of  the  present  President.  If,  then,  any  officer, 
under  the  command  of,  and  snbject  to  the 
control  of  the  President,  has  been  at  all  acces- 
sory to  the  alleged  offence  against  Wm.  Mor- 
gan, let  the  investigation  be  made  by  the  su- 
perior officer,  of  the  act  of  those  nnder  him, 
and  let  him  see  that  the  proper  pnidahment 
be  extended  to  his  offending  subaltern.  This 
is  the  trae  course.  The  Prendent  possesses 
due  power,  and  if  those  sutjeot  to  his  control 
are  allowed  to  escape  dae  pnnishment,  let  the 
reRtonsibility  rest  where  it  ought. 

Mr.  Shtth,  of  Virginin,  allowed  the  truth  rf 
the  statement,  that  Fort  Nia^ra  was  within 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  Stote  of  New  York ;  but 
this  was  a  complaint  u^ed  agunst  a  military 
officer  in  his  official  chwacter,  and  It  had  been 
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settled,  on  b  former  occasion,  that  sooh  a  com- 
plaint did  belong  to  tiie  notice  of  OoTcrmnent, 
bat  should  first  m  salyected  to  the  decision  of  a 
Ooort  Uartia].  The  petition  was  entitled  to  aU 
reject,  and  he  hoped  it  wonld  be  refened  to 
tbePreddent 
Mr.  Wriobt, 
ion  with  several  genuemen  who  had 
pressed  themselvee  that  this  memorial  oaght  to 

Kto  the  Ezecntive.  But,  while  he  declared 
)  coDciuTence  with  gentlemen  on  this  pointy 
it  did  not  follow.  In  hia  opinion,  that  it  slioala 
be  transmitted  to  the  I^eddent  throngh  this 
House,  or  b;f  the  exertion  of  its  power.  He 
oonceired  it  to  be  veij  dear,  that  the  Honse 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  sabject,  or  with  the 
memoriaL  It  sutde  a  case,  if  trnl;  set  forth,  of 
ordinarj  infraction  of  the  law,  and  shonld  be 
left  to  the  ordinary  tribunals  of  justice^  the 
ordinary  exercise  of  Ezecntive  power.  He  was 
unwilling  to  lend  the  ud  of  the  Hoase  to  facil- 
itate, in  an;  other  way  than  by  legislation, 
dther  investigations  in  Coorts  of  Joatice,  or 
by  the  President.  He  was  wholly  opposed  to 
nialring  thts  Honso  the  condnit  through  which 
to  pass  complaints,  either  to  the  PresidenL  or 
other  officer,  or  to  the  courts.  If  tme,  as  had 
been  stated,  that  the  jnrisdiction  of  the  State 
of  New  York  had  never  been  withdrawn  from 
Fort  Niagara,  then  the  qnealion  belonged  to 
the  Jndicul  officers  of  that  State,  and  compMnt 
shonld  be  made  in  the  osoal  wi^ ;  and  if  that 
Jurisdiction  had  been  withdmwiL  and  vested  in 
the  Qeneral  Govemment,  then  mnilar  ptoceed- 
lng>  should  be  institated  aodproseonted  before 
the  Judicial  officers  of  the  Unioo.  Ko  oom- 
I^aint  is  made,  that  any  officer  of  this  Govern- 
ment has  refbaed  any  proper  application  to  do 
hia  duty ;  if  that  were  tne  case,  the  House 
might  proceed — it  wonld  then  have  Jurisdiction. 
He  said,  it  was  clearly  his  opinion,  that  the 
House  hod  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter.  His 
view  wea,  and  he  felt  confident  it  was  correct, 
that  the  House  had  Jurisdiction  for  the  poipose 
of  its  own  action,  or  not  at  alL  It  had  no  Juris- 
diction of  any  Bntgeot,  for  the  mere  pnrpose  of 
transmitting  it  to  the  President  or  any  other 
branch  of  Qovenunent.  He  deeired  to  keep 
the  House  free  fh)m  any  propomtion  got  np  for 
effect  here,  or  elsewhere. 

If  in  order,  be  said,  he  wonld  move  that  the 
petitioners  iLsve  leave  to  withdraw  their  peti- 
tioD,  that  they  nxaj  send  it  to  the  President 
throng  some  other  channel  of  conveyance ;  if 
not  in  order,  he  hoped  the  reference  to  the 
President  would  be  rqected,  and  he  wonld  then 
make  that  motion. 

The  chair  sud,  that  a  motion  for  leave  to 
withdraw  the  petition,  did  not  take  precedence 
of  a  motion  to  refer. 

Mr.  BnoEutuT  hoped  that  the  Hoose  were 
not  about  to  be  seized  with  the  Morgan  fever. 
We  should  treat  this  petition,  as  we  do  sll 
others,  which  come  from  respectaUe  oltisens. 
The  petititaiers  alleg«k  that  a  Military  Officer  of 
this  GOTemment— whilst  in  the  command  of 
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Fort  Niagara — in  violation  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  imprisoned  and  detained 
wittun  that  fort  a  citizen  of  the  United  States ; 
and  they  aak  ns  to  institute  an  inquiry,  for  the 
pnrpose  of  ascertuning  the  truth  of  this  allega- 
tion. 

Mr.-B.  admitted  there  was  some  force  in  the 
argument  of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Mr. 
'WmsBT.)  The  petitioners  m^  not  have  tp- 
plied  to  the  proper  tribunal  for  redress;  hot 
we  ahonld  ever  remember,  that  the  ri^t  of  pe- 
tition wea  a  saored  right.  If  they  have  mis- 
taken their  remedy,  this  is  not  a  good  reason 
why  we  shoold  refuse  to  consider  their  petition. 
In  snch  oases  it  had  ever  been  the  practice  of 
the  House,  so  far  as  he  waa  acqu^ted  with  it^ 
to  oonnder  the  petition,  and  refer  it  to  the 
most  appropriate  Standing  Committee.  Upon 
the  nresrat  ooooaion.  the  proper  committee 
would  be  that  of  Military  Affairs.  Thwr  re. 
port  would,  without  doubt,  recommend  that  the 
Honse  ehonld  refer  this  petition  to  the  Pred- 
dent  of  the  United  States.  There  can  then  be 
no  objection  against  sending  it  to  him  im- 
mediately, when  we  know  such  would  be  the 
effect  of  its  reference  to  that  committee. 

Sir,  Bsid  Mr.  B.,  I  dissent  entirely  from  the 
opinion  expressed  by  my  friend  firom  Geo^;ia, 
(Mr.  61LMKB,)  that  tnis  is  not  a  proper  snUect 
of  reference  to  the  President.  If  a  oriimnal 
offence  has  been  committed  within  Fort  Niag- 
ara, it  may  be  true,  that  it^  trial  and  ita  pun- 
ishment belong  exclusively  to  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  State  of  Hew  York,  Bnt  what  is  the  in- 
ference to  t>e  drawn  from  this  position  t  Does 
it  fbllow,  that,  if  on  ofBoer  of  yonr  army  were 
to  violate  the  liberty  of  a  citizen,  and  imprison 
him  within  that  fort,  that  this  would  not  also 
be  on  offence  against  the  United  States)  Or- 
t^nly  not.  He  ought  not  only  to  be  punished 
under  the  laws  of  the  State,  bnt  he  ought  to  be 
dismissed  from  the  service  of  the  United  St«tes. 
I  would  Bsk  that  gentieman,  if  one  of  oar  mil- 
itary officers,  in  the  command  of  troops  of  the 
United  States,  abusing  hb  power,  were  law- 
lessly, by  their  agency,  to  imprison  a  citizen  of 
Georgia,  in  a  place  under  the  exclusive  jurisdic- 
tion of  that  ^te,  if  he  wonld  not  consider  this 
to  be  a  high  crime  oommitted  against  the  wbtde 
American  people  t  Wonld  he  be  willing  that  a 
man  guilty  of  such  an  outrage  against  a  citizen 
of  the  State,  shoold  continne  to  be  a  Military 
Officer  of  the  United  States!  It  is  tme  he 
might  be  pnuiehed  nnder  the  laws  of  Georgia ; 
hot  it  is  equally  true,  that,  in  addition  to  th^ 
punishment,  he  oagbt  to  be  removed  from  the 
army.  Should  the  petitioners  be  able  to  estab- 
lish the  gnilt  of  this  officer,  whoever  he  may 
be,  the  President  should  not  hesitate  a  moment 
in  di'*mi'"ing  him  from  the  service.  The  re^ 
erence  of  thts  petition  to  the  President  is  ren- 
dered pecnliorly  proper,  in  consequence  of  the 
oirDumstance  which  has  been  disclosed  by  the 
gentieman  from  New  York  (Mr.  Bronae)  that 
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U  mide  witlioat  fdrtli«r  debate,  and  that  the 
Hbjed  wonld  be  disnuBeed,  without  Dooapjing 
nun  of  the  time  of  the  Bonae. 

lb.  Hailm  Tuuinded  the  Sonee  that  they 
wen  iboQt  to  a^Joim  on  the  86th.  The  pres- 
ent dneoBnon  aeemed  likely  to  ooonpy  a  eon- 
adinble  time,  and,  in  his  opininn,  it  iraa  a 
Bitter  of  little  eonaequenoe  whether  this  Hor- 
fia  ras  d«sd  or  allTe.  He.  tt  '  ' 
ed  the  jeaa  and  neya.  Tm 
Uinad— a;m  80,  noes  M. 

The  previous  question  was  then  pnt  and  oar- 
ried,  ud  the  main  qneetion  on  ntaring  the 
pMiticMi  to  the  PreBident  of  the  United  Statea 
Mug  itated,  Mr.  Ta^or  demanded  that  it  be 
taken  by  yeaa  and  nays.  They  were  ordered 
ij  the  Hooae,  and,  being  taken,  stood  as  fol- 
lows—yeaa  148i,  nays  70. 

Sttolutionarv  QffUen. 

Ur.  BcmoLurD  moved  tiiat  the  Eonse  go 

into  Ooomittea  of  the  Wliole.     The  motion 

prerailuiK  Mi.  Oobdioi  was   called   to   the 


fhxD  the  Senate,  for  the  relief  of  the  suriTing 
offieers  and  aoldiefB  of  the  BeTolntdonarr  War ; 
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neotun  reonmi^  on  the  following 
t,  moved  on  Wednesday  last  by  Ur. 
Gunk,  via:  to  amend  the  first  section  of  the 
bin,  by  reatrk^ng  payment  to  those  officers 
wboM  conmissioDs  bear  date  prior  to  the  com- 
neneemeBt  of  the  year  17TS— 

Ur.  CouvpzB  stated,  that  he  was  in  &vor 
ft  thii  bill,  and  as  he  was  persnaded  that  It 
ecnld  only  pasa  in  its  preaent  form,  he  ooqjored 
all  )U  fnaa&a  to  refiue  every  amendment  and 
toofernone. 

Mr.  Giuoa'a  amendment  was  negatived. 

Hr.  Wmx'  moved  to  atrike  out  the  seoond 
steiMM,  ud  inaert  a  snbetitute,  whioh  he  of- 

Mr.  T.  defended  the  amendment  he  had 
t&red,  on  the  gronnd  that  the  Mil,  as  it  at 
I^eaeot  stood,  wonld  £avor  the  richer  offioera, 
who  had  not  been  nnder  the  neoeeaity  of  ac- 
•qiting  any  pension,  by  givins  them  the  fall 
aflewanee,  while  it  oi^nesed  the  poorer  class, 
wbeae  want  bad  oompelled  tiiem  to  petition,  in 
/«rm»pmiptrii,  and  to  aeoept  a  pennon. 

Mr.  ChuiKB  (rilbred  an  amendment  to  the 
swwhnenl  of  Ur.  Wolf,  which  went  to  ex- 
cfaida  an  who  had  received  a  pension. 

The  amendiDeata  were  oppceed  by  Uessrs. 
Tatiob,  Drattos,  Ammeox  of  Maine,  Sxr- 
•aaar,  BvasxKMX,  Waus,  and  Tbaci,  and 
■Avoeated  by  Messrs.  Gtmaa  and  Wolf, 

TTjwDiT,  May  18. 
BMolutionairy  Offietrt. 
The  bin  for  the  relief  of  the  Revotationary 
flftetn  having  oome  into  the  Honte  by  the  dis- 
na^  of  the  C<Mnnuttee  of  the  Whole  from  the 
nrth«  eonaderatiMi  of  it,  and  the  qnestion 
Mag  <&  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third  reading— 


[H.  wB. 

Mr.  Btebiokr>  moved  the  prerioos  qneation 
(the  effect  of  whioh  Is  to  preotnde  all  farther 
amendment  and  debate) ;  It  was  decided  in  ijie 
negative — ayes  64,  noes  76. 

Mr.  Lnru  renewed  the  amendment,  which 
had,  yesterday,  been  moved  by  Mr.  Bak- 
BiBQaa,  when  the  biU  was  in  committee, 
going  to  include  those  who  bad  served  during 
two  years.  Ur.  BAsmKaas  modified  the  reso- 
lution by  adding  the  words,  "  and  honorably 
diaobai^ed." 

The  amendment  was  opposed  by  Uessrs. 
Muviff  and  Tatlob,  not  on  the  principle,  but 
from  the  danger  to  the  whole  bill,  fi^om  any 
farther  delay  at  the  present  late  period  of  the 

Ur.  LrrTLB  diuvowed  all  hostility  to  the  bilL 

Ur.  Tatlob  moved  the  prevtooa  qnestion. 
The  motion  was  sustuned,  ayea  8S,  noes  76 : 
and  the  previona  qnestion  being  put,  "Shall 
the  mun  queetion  now  be  pnt ! " 

Ur.  BAKBoroxR  moved  that  the  question  be 
taken  by  yeas  and  nays.  It  was  then  decided 
by— yeas  100,  nays  82. 

The  mun  qnestion  being  then  put,  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  a  third  reading,  tt  was  dedded 
by— yeas  134,  nays  64.  The  bill  waa  then 
read  a  third  time:  and  the  question  b«ng; 
"ShaUitpaBsf" 

Mr.  Clakk,  erf  Kentucky,  after  some  severe 
remarks  on  what  he  denominated  the  indecent 
■olidtnde  of  the  friends  of  the  bill  to  force  it 
upon  the  Honse,  (and  whioh  were  declared  by 
the  Chair  not  to  be  in  order,)  moved  an  amend- 
ment, going  to  indnde  the  medical  staff  of  the 

The  Ohur  decided  that  the  amendment  oonld 
not  be  received  in  the  present  stage  of  the  bill, 
nnleas  by  the  nnanimons  consent  of  the  House. 

Ur.  BAaaaiT  expressed  hii  dissent,  not,  how- 
ever, out  of  any  fhendahip  to  the  biU,  to  wluch 
he  eipreaaed  himself  entire^  opposed. 

Ur.  CiABK  then  resumed  the  floor,  and  de- 
livered a  Bpeeob  at  great  lep^  in  opposIUon 
to  the  bill  generally,  the  provisions  of  wnich  he 
considered  as  partial  and  aqjnst  in  the  extreme. 
He  denied  the  doctrine  of  contract,  in^sted 
upon  the  propriety  of  Inclndinr  the  militia,  and 
deprecated  the  effect  of  the  bill  upon  the  Treas- 
ury, aa  gc^ng  to  add  not  less  than  riz  thousand 
to  the  existing  list  of  pensioners. 

Ur.  FXASoa  demanded  the  previoua  question, 
whioh  was  sostained — ayes  74,  noes  47.  The 
previous  qneetion  waa  Uien  pnt  and  carried, 
and  the  main  qnestion  having  been  etated: 
"ShaUthiabillpasel" 

Mr.  Oomicn  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered. 

The  final  question  was  taken  as  follows: 

Tus. — Uassn.  Allen  of  Hasi.,  Anderson  of  He., 
Andenon  of  Pa.,  Bailey,  B&ldwin,  Barber  of  Cono., 
J.  B.  Barbonr,  Barlier,  Barlov,  BarDard,  Bsmey, 
Bates  of  Hasi.,  Bates  of  Ho.,  Belden,  Blaks,  Brent, 


Brown,  Buchanan,  Buigea,  Batman,  Cambreleni; 
Chass,  Clark  of  New  TcA,  Condtot,  Coulter,  OreiKh- 
ton,  Orowninshield,  Colpeper,  Davenport  of  OUo, 
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,,  Eetlj,  Bobbie,  HodgM,      . ,      _ 

Hunt,  WeraoU,  Johuon,  Johni,  Eeeie,  King, 
Erenier,  Lawi«no«,  Lo,  Lefflsr,  little,  IJTinsnoD, 
Locke,  H^krr,  UmA^  Hartin,  Hutlndile,  Hm- 
irell,  Hclatire,  HcEeui,  HaKe^  HcLeui,  Uereer, 
Merwin,  Miner,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Fearce,  Pieraon, 
Plant,  Ramse;,  Reed,  Richardson,  Riplej,  Sei^eant, 
Bmitb  of  Indians,  Sprague,  Sprigg,  Blerigere,  Som, 
Strong,  BnnD,  Swift,  Sutheriud,  Taliaferro,  Tar- 
•  -  ..    -    _    .j^^cter  of  N.  J., 

ilnston, 
Weoma,  Wlil;^,  Wlitttlewj,  Wilaon  of  Pa.,  Win- 

?ite,KlMl"     ■  -"     ■      • 
oA— llfi. 

N^TB.— lfefler&  Addanu,  Allen  of  Ta.,  AlitoD, 
Archer,  Armilrong,  Philip  P.  Barbonr,  Bamnger, 
Banlej,  Baeeelt,  Beecher,  Bell,  Blair,  Brjan,  Bncli- 
ner,  Carson,   Carter,   Chilton,  Qaiborae,  Clark  of 


Hanbte,  Uaynard,  McGoj,  ifcQatloo,  Uetcalfe, 
Kitchen  of  a.  C,  KQtoheU  of  Tennessee,  Uoore  of 
Keutnckj,  Folk,  Roane,  Rasaell,  Sbepperd,  Bmjth 
of  Va.,  BtanberTT,  Thompson  of  Oeorgia,  Treirut, 
Tucker  of  South  Carolina,  Turner,  Tance,  Yinton, 
WicUiffe,  Williams,  Wright  of  Oliio,  Tancej— 68. 
So  the  bill  was  passed. 

WxDHzaDAT,  "iixj  11. 
Office  of  Major  Gmtral 
Od  motion  of  Vr.  Bhttb,  the  House  proceed- 
ed (ajes  7S,  noes  69)  to  consider  the  hill  abol- 
ishing the  office  of  M^oT  General. 

Mr.  Vakce  moved  to  strike  out  the  second 
section  of  the  bill,  which  was  in  the  following 

"  Sea.  3.  And  bt  it  further  maeUd,  That  all  offleers 
serving  bj  commissioa  from  the  authoritj  of  anj 
State,  shall,  on  all  detachments,  court-martial,  or 
other  dutj,  wherein  the;  maj  be  emiJojed  in  con- 
junction with  the  legular  forces  of  Che  United  States, 
take  rank  next  after  all  offleers  of  the  like  grade, 
eilber  br  brevet  comnlssion  or  otherwise,  in  said 
regular  forces :  notwithstanding  tiie  commisoons  of 
such  militia,  or  State  officers,  may  be  older  than  the 
commissions  of  the  olOoen  of  the  regular  forces  of 
the  United  States." 

In  sopport  of  his  motion,  Mr.  Y.  said,  that 
be  considered  this  bill  as  gobg  fbrther  than 
an7  bill  had  ever  gone  before.  He  sent  to  the 
table  a  letter  from  the  Department  of  War, 
which  he  desired  to  have  read.  He  then  stated, 
that  one  of  the  greatest  difflcoltiea  a  command- 
ing Qeneral  had  to  enconnter,  was  to  preserve 
a  state  of  harmonions  feeling  among  his  troops. 
He  ^d  not,  therefore,  wish  to  place  it  in  ue 
power  of  nnqoalified  individoale  to  fill  that  re- 
sponsible station. 

Mr.  DwiQBT  hoped  this  motion  wonld  pre- 
vail. The  effect  oi  the  amendment  is  to  make 
a  distinction  between  the  officers  of  the  ormj 
and  the  militia,  so  that  thej  shall  not  come  in 


conflict  with  each  other.  He  referred  to  the 
eqnalit7  of  rank  between  General  Jaekaon  and 
Qcnerd  Brown,  and  asked  the  Hoose  to  reflect 
on  whet  might  have  been  the  effect  npon  these 
distingnished  men,  if  ihaj  had  been  plaoed-on- 
der  the  command  of  a  militia  officer. 

Mr.  Bdcbabah  said  be  shonld  not  have  said 
a  word  npon  this  bill,  had  not  his  attention  been 
drawn  to  the  second  section  of  it,  bj  the  mo- 
tion of  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Vascb.) 
He  wonld  have  contended  himself  with  a  rilent 
vote  in  favor  of  its  passage.  Bat,  sold  Itr.  B.,  I 
belong  to  the  militia  myself — I  have  &  fellow- 
feeling  for  thein,  and  I  never  shall  eonaent  to 
degrade  them ;  for  after  alLthe;  are  the  great 
bolwark  of  oar  defence.  The  second  section 
of  this  bill  will  prodnce  that  effect  A  Cap- 
tain  in  the  regnlar  army,  after  he  has  ooDtinned 
in  the  service  for  ten  ^ears,  is  breveted  a  Majcv, 
and  in  tenjears  more  he  becomes  a  Oolonel  by 
brevet.  The  mere  lapse  of  twenty  years  trans- 
forms a  cs{>tain  into  a  colonel  by  brevet,  and 
gives  him  this  honorary  rank ;  althongh  he 
may  still  remain  but  a  captain  in  the  line,  and 
be  entitled  to  command  but  a  mn^e  company. 
Brevet  rank  is  therefore  acquired,  in  our  army, 
withont  any  extntordintry  merit.  Under  this 
section,  sndi  a  captain  wonld  be  entitled  to 
rank  a  colonel  of  volnnteen  or  militia  who  had 
led  his  T^^ent  into  the  field,  and  to  assome 
the  command.  I  ask,  will  not  any  law,  which 
wonld  operate  in  this  manner,  tend  to  destroy 
the  spint  of  the  militia,  and  to  degrade  them 
botbm  theirownej'es  and  those  of  the  nation  t 
The  past  history  of  this  cotintry  proves  that 
they  do  not  deserve  snch  treatment  at  our 
hands.  Daring  the  last  war,  the  militia  nor- 
chased  glory  both  fbr  themselves  and  for  ueir 
conatry,  npon  the  field  of  battie ;  and  onr  most 
brilliant  victories  were  those  aohieved  under 
the  command  of  men,  who  had  been  militia 
Generals,  and  who  were  transferred  to  the  aanw 
rank,  in  the  regolar  army. 

It  has  been  objected,  against  the  passage  of 
this  hill,  by  the  gentleman  fh>m  South  Goi-^iiia, 
(Mr.  DBi.TToif,}  that  if  the  office  of  M^or  Gen- 
eral shonld  be  abolished,  a  militia  M^jor  Oeai- 
erol  wonld  then  command  an  offioer  of  the 
highest  rank  in  onr  army,  shonld  r^iilar  troops 
and  militia  be  called  into  service  toother. 
Even  if  we  should  admit  this  oonstroctkMi  of 
the  bw  to  be  correct,  the  inconvenience  which 
that  ^ntleman  appreheads,  wonld  never  occnr 
in  pomt  of  fact.  The  army  is  now  on  a  peaoe 
establishment  When  war  shall  threaten  na,  it 
moat  immediately  be  reoi^anized.  We  miiat 
then  call  into  existence  a  new  head  to  the 
army,  and  confer  npon  him  a  rank  which  -will 
entitie  him  to  command  a  Mi^or  General  of 
militia.  It  is  scarcely  possible,  therefore,  that 
the  case  snpposed  by  tne  gentleman  can  e-ver 
exist 

If  this  bill  shonld  pass,  it  will  afTord  the  Preri- 
dent  of  the  United  States  an  oppMtnnity  of 
placing  at  the  head  of  the  army,  in  the  ewent  of 
war,  an  able  and  an  effldent  man,  and  relieva 
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tie  coontrT-  from  the  danger  of  haTing  that 
ititjon  preK»ccapied  by  a  Bnpersiuiiiated  officer. 
h  Iht  mean  time,  no  incoDvemenee  can  be  ex- 
pnieKed.  The  Presidaiit  is  Commander-in- 
Ctiicf  of  tiie  annT' ;  and  it  is  bis  dnty  to  decide 
ttitqaestion  of  rank,  whiob  haasolongezlBted, 
betwien  the  two  Brigadier  Generals.  The  one 
K  the  other  of  them  "will  tben  be  the  chief 
oSter  of  Uie  armT'.  Bnt  it  was  not  mj  inten- 
tiw  lo  diseasB  the  main  qnestion ;  I  rose  mere- 
Ij  111  defend  the  militia,  and  I  shall  proceed  no 

Mr.  SvTTH  made  a  few  observations  in  reply; 
md  uked  if  it  would  be  cxtnsidered  a  degrada- 
6m  that  General  Scott  ahonld  take  command 
ofojof  theMi^orQeneralswhohaveprabablj 
Kita  DD  this  floor.  He  waa  abont  to  proceed 
in  um.ii  general  obaervatione  on  the  biU,  when 
be  vas  reminded  by  the  Chair  that  the  question 
«u  on  the  amendment — and  he  sat  down. 

Hr.  "Vucca  said,  that  officers  who  had  re- 
ceived brevet  ra^  ss  the  reward  of  distin- 
Slshed  serrioes,  w^ere  placed  on  a  cUfferent 
•ting  with  tboae  who  obtained  brevet  rank 
in  cooaeqnenoe  of  a  certain  term  of  service. 
He  stated,  that  as  the  militia  have  no  brevet 
rwk,  a  lientenant  of  the  army,  having  brevet 
rank,  mi^t  go  and  take  a  Colonel's  regiment 
from  him. 
The  snendment  was  agreed  to. 
And  the  question  occurring  on  engrossing  the 
bin  for  a  thud  raadina— 

Vt.  McI>titvts  siud  db  rose  to  aaj  a  word  or 
two  in  opporition  to  -this  bill,  &nd  he  would  take 
bave  to  say,  at  the  commencement,  that,  so  &r 
as  he  vaa  capable  of  forming  a  jndgment  on 
thiB  matter,  this  ^ras  one  of  the  most  nnwise 
■BessoKs  that  oonld  porablj  be  sobmitted  to  b 
deBbenttve  aaaembly.  I  take  it  for  granted, 
■nd  he,  that  it  ia  the  object  of  this  bm  to  ao- 
oonpBidi  one  of  these  two  objects :  either  to 
mmove  the  organization  of  the  Army,  or  to 
effect  a  retren<£ment  of  the  expenses  of  the 
IGlitarT  £stahlishmenL  Now,  sir,  I  presmne 
no  miilary  man  will  nndertake  to  say,  that  It 
win  improve  the  organization  of  the  Army,  to 
dqirive  it  of  a  military  head.  I  say  no  military 
man,  rir,  becatme  I  am  aware  that  the  gentle- 
man tram  Pennsylvania — who,  like  myself  is  not 
a  niliury  man — has  made  a  grand  discovery 
on  the  snbject  of  organi^ns  a  peace  establish- 


Ct,  l«at  be  should  become  snperannnated  be- 
die  oecnrrenoe  of  a  war.  By  keeping  the 
<*urf  command  of  the  Army  vacant  in  time  of 
pM«,  the  ^Ueman  aaya  the  President  will 
haTe  it  in  hia  power  to  place  a  yonng  and  vig- 
onm  man  at  the  head  of  the  Army  in  the 
event  of  a  war.  My  only  surprise  in  this  mat- 
tw  ii,  OTj  that  the  gentleman  has  not  extended 
his  [viDCTple  a  little  fnrther.  The  same  reason 
will  Mriainly  wply  with  ei^al  fbrce  to  the 
Brigidicn,  the  Colonels,  the  Captains;  and,  in 
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a  word,  to  the  whole  rank  and  file  of  the  Army. 
It  would  be  oertalnly  desirable  to  get  rid  of 
superannuated  soldiera  and  have  those  that  are 
yonng  and  vigorous.  Indeed,  I  think  the  prin- 
ciple of  the  gentleman  apjflies  with  greater 
force  to  the  sabordinate  officers,  who  rise  by 
seniority,  than  it  does  to  the  office  of  Oommond- 
er-in-Chief;  in  relation  to  which  the  Esecn- 
tive  has  on  unlimited  diaoreUon.  Thus,  sir, 
we  shonld  make  short  work  of  re-organizing 
the  Army.  We  ehonld  get  rid  of  it  altogether. 
There  would  be  at  least  something  like  retrenoh- 
ment  in  this. 

Bnt  this  proposition  to  dispense  with  the 
Commander-ln-Chie£  baa  nothing  to  reoora- 
mend  it,  either  on  the  score  of  improving  the 
organization  of  the  Army,  or  of  curtailing  its 
eipentes.  In  the  former  regard,  it  is  absolute 
disorranization,  as  far  as  it  goes.  In  the  latter 
it  1h  uie  very  worst  possible  retrenchment  con- 
oeivable.  'Diere  ia  no  part  of  the  Army,  where 
jou  might  not  save  an  equal  snm  of  money  with 
less  ii^nry  to  the  public  service.  Cot  ofTthe  legs 
or  tbe  arms,  bat  I  pray  yon  spare  the  head.  We 
were  informed  by  my  friend  and  colleague,  the 
Chairman  of  the  Military  Committee,  the  other 
day,  that  the  proposed  change  wonld  save  oo- 
nnallynot  more  than  two  or  ttiree  thonsand  dol- 
lars. Now,  sir,  if  the  object  is  ta  save  this 
som,  cut  off  some  three  or  four  Colonels,  soma 
eix  or  eight  Captains,  or  some  twenty  or  thirty 
common  soldiers.  These  would  be  curtulmeata 
to  be  sure;  but  they  wonld  not  materially  in- 
jure the  pnblio  service ;  for  they  wonld  not 
destroy  or  impur  the  organicatdon  of  the  Army. 
Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  regard  this  bill  as  being 
pontively  iqjarious  on  the  score  of  organiza- 
tion; and  wholly  unworthy  of  consideration 
on  the  score  of  retrenchment  and  economy. 

Mr.  Rambxt  tben  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment ;  which  was  n^atived : 

'^Btil/iirUerenacttd,  That,  as  soon  u  tbe  two 
oommisaioDed  Brigadier  Oeaenla  ahsll  resign,  die, 
or  be  dismissed  from  the  military  serrice  of  tbe 
United  States,  no  appobtment  shall  be  made  to 
supply  snch  vacancy. 

Mr.  BuTTH,  of  Yirgima,  said,  that  he  could 
not  assent  to  the  opinion  of  the  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDuffik,)  that  tbe 
abolition  of  the  office  of  General- in-Ohief  would 
be  ininrious  to  the  organization  of  the  Army. 
Tbe  PreaiJent  is  Commander-in-Chief  of  tlia 
Army  of  the  United  Statea  U  the  President  and 
Secretary  of  War  perform  their  duties  as  regards 
the  Army,'  there  can  be  no  occasion  for  a  Com- 
manding QenerolresidiDg  at  the  Seat  of  Govern- 
ment. There  ought  to  be  no  other  Command- 
er-in-Chief than  the  President,  either  in  war 
or  peace.  The  Commanding  General  stationed 
at  tbe  Seat  of  Government  can  have  no  duties 
assigned  to  him,  but  such  as  properly  belong  to 
the  President,  tbe  Secretary  of  War,  the  Adja- 
tant  General,  or  an  Inspector  General. 

Does  experience  prove  that  any  such  General- 
in-Chief^  &  neoeaaary!    The  ifotnans  had  no 


dbyGoogle 


ABBIDOMENT  OF  THE 


rE.] 


Oommander-in-Ohief  except  the  DioUtor,  or 
tiie  Emperor.  Neither  doriag  the  Bepablic,  nor 
daring  the  reign  of  their  moit  nnmihtary  Em- 
perore,  was  there  a  Oommander-iii-Chief  at  the 
Seat  of  QoTemmeot  The  French,  dnring  the 
war  of  the  Bevolatloa,  had  no  Oommaiider-iii~ 
Ohief  Bt  the  Seat  of  QoTernment,  when  Bona- 
parte was  in  Italy,  and  Korean  in  Germany. 
We  had  no  Oeneral-in-Ohief  rending  at  the  Beat 
of  Government  in  1814  and  '16  when  Jackson 
and  Brown  were  achieving  the  triumphs  of  the 
late  war.  We  had  no  G«neral-in-CLief  from 
181S  cntil  1821.  Thta  proves  that  the  office  is 
not  necessary,  neither  in  peace  nor  in  war. 
The  eonntry  was  divided  into  two  diviriona,  and 
a  M^or  General  commanded  the  troops  in  each 
division,  reoeiving  his  orders  from  the  War 
Departroent. 

I  will  refer  the  genllenian  from  Bontb  Oaroli- 
na  (Ur.  UqDuvfik)  to  the  plan  of  llr.  Oalhonn, 
for  the  rednodon  of  the  Army.  In  bis  report 
on  that  snhleot,  made  in  December,  1830,  be 
said:  "It  is  believed  that  the  trne  principle 
of  organization  is,  thst  mery  dittiTiet  brarteh  of 
13\t  ttaff  shonld  terminate  in  a  chief;  to  be  sta- 
tioned, at  least  in  peace,  near  the  Seat  of 
Qovemment,  and  to  be  made  responsible  for 
ita  condition.  It  is  thns  the  Government  may 
at  alt  times  obtdn  correct  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  army,  in  each  particnlar,  and 
be  enabled  to  introdnoe  method,  order,  and 
economy,  in  its  dlsbnreements."  It  is  at  pres- 
ent, witii  %liglU  exceptions,  thns  organized,  dec. 
His  plan  was  to  retain  two  M^or  Generals,  four 
Aids-de-Oamp,  fonr  Brigadier  Qenerala,  fonr 
Aids-de-Camp,  Jto.  It  thns  appears  not  to  have 
been  the  opinion  of  Mr,  Oalhonn,  that  a  Gener- 
al-in-Ohief,  resting  at  the  Seat  of  Government, 
was  essential  to  the  prop^f  organization  of  the 
army.  It  was  the  Staff  Department,  as  the 
Qoartermaater's  Department,  the  Parcbasing 
Department,  the  Sabristenoe  Department,  the 
MMical  Deportment,  that  be  believed  sboold 
terminate  in  a  chJef^  to  be  stationed  at  the  Seat 
of  Qovemment. 

Where  shall  we  find  precedents  to  recommend 
this  organization  of  the  army,  which  requires  a 
Cabinet  Oomnunder-in-Chlef  residing  at  uio  Seat 
of  Government!  Is  it  in  die  example  of  the 
Duke  of  Tork,  who  held  the  command  of  the 
British  army,  and  all  its  patronage  t  Or  is  it 
the  example  of  the  Duke  of  Wellington,  who  is 
Prime  lunisler,  commander  of  110,000  men, 
and  the  real  sovereign  of  Great  Britain?  Sir,  I 
have  some  reason  for  being  of  opinion  thst 
the  Eiecutiv^  dnring  the  late  war,  wanted  no 
such ofBceasthatof General-in-Chief.  Itissafefit 
that  the  command  of  the  army  shonld  be  di- 
vided among  the  Generals,  and  that  it  should 
have  no  head  except  the  Preddent,  who  is  also 
the  civil  head  of  the  Government  I  hope  If 
we  ever  shall  find  a  Onsar  in  the  army,  we 
shall  also  find  a  Pompey. 

It  has  been  nrged  that  there  Is  a  Navy  Board 
to  assist  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  the 
performonoe  of  his  dntiee,  and  that,  therefore, 
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there  ehonid  be  a  General-in-Ohief.  It  may  be 
a  question  whether  the  law  establishing  the 
Navy  Board  has  not  too  mnch  drcamscribed 
the  powers  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy ;  hut 
the  essential  aid  which  is  rendered  to  the  Be> 
retary  of  the  Navy  by  the  Navy  CommisaiMi- 
ers,  is  rendered  to  the  Secretary  of  War  by  the 
heads  of  the  Army  Departments,  as  the  Qnor- 
termaster  Genera^  the  Conuninory  GeDsral, 
the  Burgeon  General,  and  by  the  Oommandsr 
of  EnglneerB,  and  by  the  Commander  of  Ord- 
nance—ill  stationed  at  the  Seat  of  OovemmeDL 
The  A^ntant  General,  nnder  tlie  direction 
of  the  Secretary,  will  order  troops  from  one 
division  to  another,  as  oircnmstanoea  may  re> 
□aire,  and  will  subscribe  the  orders  "By  the 
President"  instead  of  "By  the  Commanding 
GeneraL"  There  can  be  no  occasion  for  sn 
order  to  pass  through  grades  of  Generals  be- 
fore it  aniree  at  the  post  where  it  is  to  be 
carried  into  execution. 

The  genUeman  from  South  OsroUiia  (Ur. 
McDumB)  has  said  that  we  will  save  only 
8,000  dollars  by  abolishing  the  offico  of  Mijoi 
General.  How  does  he  prove  this  %  The  doo- 
nment  laid  on  our  table  shows  that  tha  par  and 
allowances  to  this  officer,  and  the  extra  allow- 
ances to  his  uds,  may  amount  to  about  11,700 
dollars  per  annum.  He  snpposes  that  the  soiior 
Brigadier  General  will  be  ordwed  to  the  8«it 
of  Government,  to  perform  thoee  services  wbkh 
were  rendered  by  General  Brown;  Uiat  a  Oolonel 
will  be  ordered  to  fill  the  place  or  that  Brigadier 
General,  and  command  a  divisioa,  and  so  on. 
I  will  not  suppose  it.  We  cannot  interfere  with 
the  President's  anlhori^  to  command  th«  anar; 
but  if  the  office  of  Oenerol-in-Ohief  ahaOM 
abolished  by  law,  I  presume  the  Premdent  will 
understand  that  it  is  not  expected  he  will  coD- 
tdnue  it  In  fact.  I  presume  that  he  wiU  adopt 
the  arrangement  which  existed  from  1B16 
until  1821. 

As  to  the  military  sdvioe  which  the  Secretary 
of  War  reqnires,  he  has  near  him  General 
Uacomb,  the  Ohief  Engineer,  whose  ntility 
woold  not  be  increased  by  his  elevation  to  the 
office  of  M^Jor  General.  And  the  advice  of  the 
Chief  of  the  Engineers  is,  in  the  presoat  sttteof 
our  militai^  preijarstions,  precisely  tike  military 
advice  which  will  be  most  important  to  the 
Secretuy  of  War  and  the  President. 

Hr.  BoOBAirAN  said  he  felt  himoelf  bonnd 
to  reply  to  some  of  the  remarks  of  the  genUe- 
man from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  KoDrrvis.) 
That  gentleman  has  been  plesHed  to  say  that  I 
had  made  a  grand  discovery  when  I  foaod  oat 
that  the  army  of  the  United  States  ought  to  be 
left  without  a  head  in  time  of  peace.  He  bos 
also  endeavored  to  prove  that  the  principles 
which  I  advocated  would  result  in  abolishing 
all  the  offices  in  the  army.  Indeed,  from  the 
tenor  of  his  observations,  it  might  be  SDpposed 
that  I  had  expressed  a  desire  to  destroy  the 

whole  military  establishment  of  the  oouutry 

horse,  foot,  snd  drsgoona. 

That  gentleman  hss  not  only  done  me  iidus- 
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Aaeiiitlianuuuierfaa  has  stated  the  propoaition 
whidi  I  adrocated,  bat  he  ban  iiswa  tlie  most 
mubinl  and  the  moat  iUogioal  infaronoea  from 


It  U  well  known  that,  op  to  the  rank  of 
Cokmel,  Hie  offioan  bar*  a  right  to  be  ragnlarly 
immioted.  Bejrutd  that  rank,  no  sodi  right 
eiuta.  At  that  pfnnt  ragolarpromotiona,  to- 
mrdiag  to  aenionty,  oeue.  Vithin  thia  Lmit, 
I  tmtf  I  aboold  he  one  of  the  last  men  in  thla 
Hoiue  who  woold  att«iipt  to  interftre.  I  aboU 
er«r  bold  kQ  erjatli^  ri^ta  of  the  offioan 
Hcred.  Bat  what  Is  the  oaae  above  the  rank 
of  Colonel  ?  It  baa  beea  the  nnifonn  prscttoe 
vt  thia  GoTOnuDMit  to  leav«  tbe  diioreUoii  c€ 
the  ri  lalili'iiil  unfettered,  and  to  allow  him  to 
ieleot  general  offieera  from  the  maw  of  the 
American  people.  Wby  baa  thia  OTaotJoe  pre- 
Tuledt  !■  it  not  to  eoahle  the  PreiddenC  to 
adect  sodi  men  to  Gil  the  high  ofBoea  of  tlie  armj 
aamajbebcataUe  toterretheircoantr^l  Oar 
present  annj  ia  empbatioslly  a  peace  eatablish- 
menL  Ita  preaent  organiifttion  oever  was  in- 
tended tor  a  atate  of  war.  I  wish,  therefore,  to 
leave  vrmrj  arenoe  open,  which  I  can  do  with 
a  proper  regard  to  the  eziating  atate  of  thing*, 
Ibr  the  pnnxMB  of  enabling  the  Preddent,  in 
the  day  of  danger,  to  fill  the  high  offloea  of  the 
army  with  efficient  oomtnandera.  And  yet  the 
gentlatoao  from  Boath  Oarolina  baa  contended 
that  my  argnmeot,  which  wa*  roedalh^  confined 
to  the  offioe  of  ll^jor  General,  wonld  equally 
t9^  to  offieers  of  erery  grade^  and  lead  to  the 
tetnictioa  (rfthe  whole  army. 

The  caae  of  General  Brown  will  atrikin^ly 
ilhstrale  die  truth  of  the  propontton  for  which 
I  nntended.  Be  waa  a  great  military  man. 
Sitnre  had  made  him  a  commander.  He  com- 
Bieneed  tus  eareer  In  the  militia,  and  then  was 
appointed  a  General  in  the  aervice  of  the  United 
StalM.  Daring  the  last  war,  he  not  only  dia- 
CiBgoiibed  himaelf,  bnt  be  diatingniahed  Mb 
eoaatiy.  Bnt  I  wonld  ask  the  genueman  from 
SoBtb  Car<Jina,  whether  Oenaral  Brown,  fbr 
yean  before  hia  death,  woold  have  been  fit  to 
tike  the  command  of  the  army,  and  go  into 
acdre  service  T  Time  and  diaeaBe  had  laid 
tb«T  heavy  bands  upon  him,  and  had  rendered 
him  wholly  unable  to  take  the  field  agdnat  an 
coeuy.  In  ocmaidering  this  aatiject,  we  abonld 
never  forget  that  the  preaent  army  ia  empbati- 
eadr  itpon  a  peace  establiahment ;  and  that,  to' 
tbcrtiabuig  the  office  of  M^or  General,  when 
danger  £aU  threaten,  and  when  it  becomea 
awenaty  to  organiw  oar  military  eatabliabment 
te  a  itate  of  war,  the  field  of  oompetitimt  for 
the  h^^bcet  offioe  \a  it  will  ba  left  entirely  open. 
Tb«  h««dait  may  tbra  adect  the  moat  oapa- 
bta  man  in  the  conntry  for  that  ardooos  station, 
vbcther  he  be  fonnd  in  the  militia,  tiie  regnlar 
■RUT,  or  among  the  private  citizens  of  onr 
ci^iintry.  It  it  certam  he  onght  to  he  an 
tffidentman,  enable  of  rendering  his  ootintry 
Mrritx,  and  not  a  anperaimnated  officer. 

Sir,  I  propoee  to  take  a  view  of  the  organiza- 
tka  of  onr  amy,  and  the  powers  of  the  differ- 
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eat  dep«rtmeatB  of  command,  in  order  to  show 
that  thia  office  ia  not  what  Its  name  impUes  to 
oar  vagae  and  uninformed  notions  of  it — the 
supreme  head  of  cor  peace  eatabliabment ;  that 
it  is,  in  trath,  a  useless  station.  We  have  a 
regidar  force  of  6,18Q  stroDg--M4  of  which  are 
commisrioned  officera — oonstitatlng  about  the 
lltbpartofthewhole.  This  force  is  distributed 
among  89  or  40  posts,  at  no  one  of  which  la 
there  an  aaaemblage  large  enoiurb  to  constitata 
a  fiill  Brigadier'a  command.  These  poets  are 
arranged,  andtheannydividedintotwogeno^ 
commands,  winch  are  designated  as  Gecwrqdi!- 
cal  Dqtarimentt^  and  placed  under  t£ie  two 
Brigadiera,  Scott  and  Gunee— to  whom  (laying 
oat  of  view,  for  the  preeent,  the  General-in> 
Obief)  the  Secretary  of  War  is  the  common 
head,  the  supreme  aouroe  of  aotbority.  The 
Becretary  of  War  bears  the  same  relation  of 
conimsnd  to  the  two  Geographical  Departments, 
which  the  General  heafs  to  the  several  regi- 
ments within  hia  department,  which  the  Oohmel 
holds  towards  the  several  companies  of  his 
regiment,  and  which  the  ot^ibun  maintains  to- 
wuds  the  several  files  tliat  compose  hia  com- 
ppny.  Tlda  sncdoot  view  of  the  lineal  txxa- 
mand  of  the  whole  army,  and  of  its  divirions 
and  sabdividons,  shows  that  independent  of  the 
af&M  of  Ifqjor  Genera^  tiiere  is  provided  in  the 
petstm  of  the  Seoretai?  of  War  the  same  com- 
mon head  for  the  whole,  that  Its  several  parts 
poaeeaa  in  their  respeobve  ohieft.  Does  not 
this  exhibit,  in  those  rcepeots,  a  complete  oi^an- 
iadion  I  Bnt  it  is  sa^  that  the  Secrets^  of 
War  ia  not  the  authority  snitable  for,  and  ade- 
quate to  the  control  and  Buperintendrace  o^  the 
Government  and  well-being  of  the  army ;  and 
tbat^  therefore,  it  is  necessary  to  place  between 
him  and  the  army,  thia  office  of  General-in- 
Chief^  for  the  purpose  of  regulating,  in  the  Ian- 
goage  of  the  gentleman  from  South  Oarolina, 
(Mr.  HunLTon.)  "  its  details,  the  diatrihation 
of  ita  parts,  ita  discipline,  and  improvementa." 

With  the  view  of  showing  that  this  estimate 
cS  the  Secretary  of  War  Is  a  inirtaken  one,  per- 
mit me  to  turn  yonr  attention  to  the  nature  and 
scope  of  his  ftmotions.  By  the  constitution,  tho 
Prudent  is  the  Oommuider-in-Obief  of  the 
anny  and  navy  of  the  United  States.  In  the 
distribution  of  the  powers  of  the  Executive 
tbrooKh  the  several  Departments  of  the  Cabinet, 
his  nulitary  attributes  are  j^aced  in  the  bands 
of  the  Secretary  of  War.  The  act  creating  the 
Department  of  War,  declares,  that  its  Seoretarr 
"  shall  perform  and  execute  such  daties  aa  sbalL 
frcHn  time  to  time,  be  enjoined  on,  or  entraatea 
to  him  by  the  President  of  the  United  SUtes,- 
agreeably  to  the  constitution,  relative  to  mili- 
t^7  oommisrions,  or  to  the  land  forees,  or 
warlike  stores  of  the  United  States,  or  to  such 
other  matters  respectiug  military  affairs,  aa  the 
Presidentof  the  Ijoited  States  shall  assign,"  &c. 
Does  not  this  furnish  a  rann  of  powers  ample 
enough  to  embrace  "the  details,  distribution, 
discipline^  and  improvements  of  Uie  army,"  or 
any  thing  that  can  fUl  within  the  enpervWiKi 
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of  eapreme  aatboritj  over  ■  peace  establish- 
meat  t  Wb^,  sir,  the  laws  created  and  placed 
in  inunedkte  enbaervienoj  and  reaponsibQitj  to 
him,  a  corps  of  staff  officers,  called  the  admiJuB- 
trattve  departments  of  the  arm;,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabliiig  the  Becretai?  Of  War  to  dis- 
charge that  very  class  of  daties  which  the 
advocatM  of  this  ofBee  den;  him  the  possession 
of.  There  is  one,  an  Ai^ntant  General,  who 
is  at  the  head  of  the  Bureau  of  official  oorre- 
spoudence.  a.  A  Qaartermaater  General,  with 
OommiBSBriata,  for  the  pnrpose  of  administer- 
ing all  the  supplies  of  clothing,  snbsietence, 
qaart«ra,  transportatioti — in  fine,  all  the  f^ili- 
ties  in  the  progress  and  conTeniencee  in  the 
location  of  troops.  8.  A  PajmaBter  General, 
whose  duties  are  too  obTionsl;  ezplsuned  b;  the 
title,  withoat  requiring  a  forOier  definition.  4. 
A  Burgeon  Qeneral,  having  charge  of  wbat«Ter 
pertuna  to  the  conserration  of  the  health  of  the 
army,  B,  A  chief  of  ordnanoCj  for  the  con- 
struction, procurement,  distribntion,  and  pres- 
ervation, of  all  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores. 
6,  A  chief  of  Engineers,  to  conduct  all  works 
and  opeTations  requiring  scientiflc  knowledge 
and  BKill,  and  to  anpermteud  the  iustitatioos 
established  by  the  munificence  of  onr  Govern- 
ment, for  instmcUon  in  military  science  and 
art.  And  in  describing  these  adminiatraUve 
de^artmeoto,  by  their  respective  chiefs,  I  mean 
to  include,  in  the  some  chain  of  dependence  on 
the  Secretary  of  War,  their  numerous  subordi- 
nates. It  is  also  important  to  add,  that  this 
control  over  tbem  by  the  Becretary  is  eiclusiFe 
— that  the  law  keeps  tbem  aloof  from  the  au- 
thority of  the  Qeneral-in-OhieC 

I  am  confident  that  this  ^neral  aspect  of  our 
military  organization  is  insufficient  to  show 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  abundant  power 
In  the  contemplation  of  law,  by  his  own  act, 
and  through  the  a^ncy  of  bis  staff,  to  administer 
to  all  the  wants,  mterests,  and  concerns  of  the 
army,  in  a  time  of  peace — from  the  constmc- 
tion  and  equipment  of  fortifications — from  the 
incnlcation  of  the  love  and  practice  of  the  most 
Bctentifio  abstrusities  of  the  military  art,  to  the 
Bupplying  of  the  hnmblcst  private  with  the  just 
weight  and  measure  of  his  daily  ration— to  the 
Becretary's  sign  manual  on  a  staff  eubaltem's 
fhrlongh,  or  a  sutler's  license. 

Now,  sir,  let  os  look  at  the  office  of  General- 
in-Chief^  let  us  examine  his  duties  \  and  I  ven- 
ture to  affirm,  that  they  will  be  found,  in  a  time 
of  peace,  so  ^ight  in  number  and  importance, 
that  they  may  be  easily  transferred  to  other 
departments  of  command,  without  marring  the 
symmetry  of  our  military  system,  or  disturbing 
the  harmony  of  its  operations,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Carolina  (Mr,  McDutjie)  so 
much  deprecates, 

Ist.  In  the  distribntion  or  arrangement  of 
troops  to  stations.  The  issuing  of  orders  for 
this  purpose  devolves  on  the  General-in-Chief, 
Bnt  there  are  these  exceptions:  the  Fre^dent 
is  to  designate  the  limits  of  the  geographical 
or  department  commands.     The  assent  of  the 


Secretary  of  War  is  necessary  to  enable  the 
General-in-Chief  to  fix  the  onatomary  Head 
Quarters  of  the  Department  Generala.  Troops 
are  not  to  garrison  a  fort  until  its  completion 
and  inspection,  bnt  by  order  of  the  Becretar; 
of  War;  and  the  assignment  of  sabaltem 
officers  to  ordnance  or  sabsistence  service,  is 
only  to  be  made  by  order  of  the  Secretary  of 
War.  I  conceive,  sir,  that  the  Becretary  is  u 
well  qualified  to  perform  that  class  of  daties 
under  this  head,  which  now  belongs  to  the 
Gener«]-in-Chie^  as  those  which  devolve  upon 
himself.  What  is  reqnimte  to  enable  Mm  to  do 
so !  A  knowledge  of  the  country — its  resoorces 
for  supply — its  avenues  of  oommnnication— it> 
defences — its  proximity  to  points  of  hostility- 
its  climate — the  character  of  the  troopB~-tbeir 
adaptation  to  the  r^on  in  which  they  are  to 
be  stationed,  on  the  score  of  health,  habits, 
effidency — and  the  fitneaa  of  the  corps  for  the 
peculiar  service  of  the  station.  And  all  the 
neceasary  facts  and  consideratdons  on  tbeu 
topics  are  furnished  to  the  Department  [>eriodi- 
cally,  and  especially,  if  reqnirad,  in  the  inspec- 
tion returns  of  Oie  Department  and  Inspectw 
Generals,  and  in  the  returns  and  remarks  of  the 
Quartermaster  and  Sorgeon  Generals  and  the 
Engineers.  Assuredly,  the  Secretary  of  Ww 
mnst  be  snpposed,  though  destttnte  of  tactical 
skill  and  experience  in  the  field,  abundantly 
competent,  under  all  this  advice  and  instractJOD, 
under  the  cansummat«  skill,  science,  and  ei- 
perience  of  his  stafi^  to  determine  ttieetatioD  of 
6,000  men,  on  the  American  soil,  in  a  time  of 
peace.  Why,  sir,  it  is  on  the  same  sources  and 
meana  of  inform^on  that  the  General-in-Chief 
himself  is  to  depend,  in  the  performance  of  the 
same  duty,  I  will  add,  that,  when  the  posts 
become  fixed,  (as  they  are  at  present,)  the  G«n- 
eral-in-Chief  baa  but  little  or  nothing  to  do 
with  the  arrangement  of  troops,  as  the  (tistriba- 
ijon  of  the  recruits  devolves  upon  the  Adjutant 
General,  who,  under  advice  with  the  soperin- 
tendent  of  recruits,  arranges  oil  those  enli^ed  st 
a  prindpal  depot  to  the  vaiioos  regimental  and 
other  commands. 

2d.  The  inspectioQ  of  troops.  This  it  done— 
1,  By  the  Department  Generals  once  in  two 
years.  S.  By  the  Inspector  Generals,  ss  tiu 
General-in-Chief  shall  direct,  8.  And  extra 
inspectionB  shall  be  taken  by  the  Department 
Generals,  whenever  the  Secretary  of  War,  or 
the  General-in-Ohiefi  shall  order.  The  power 
of  the  Genoral-in-Chief^  under  this  heo^  is  to 
control  the  Inspector  Generals,  as  to  time,  Ac,, 
and  co-ordiiuitely  with  the  Secretary  of  War, 
orderspccialdepartmentinspections.  Ipresume 
that  the  Inspector  Generala  have  redni>ed  their 
duties  to  a  system  ;  they  are  at  least  susceptible 
of  it.  In  that  case  the  power  of  the  Mi^or  Gen- 
eral to  direct  him  is  purely  nominal,  and  of 
course  it  will  not  be  denied,  can  be  clion^d 
into  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  witbont 
increasing  materially,  the  labors  of  the  latter, 
or  lessening,  in  the  slightest  degree^  the  amoont 
of  professional  ability  employed,     Snrdy  the 
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lupector  Oeaeral  can  examine  with  as  much 
fide(it7  and  akJB,  and  ^int  oat  defects  with  as 
mneh  bnth  and  precmon,  when  placed  like 
the  Quartennaater  General  in  immediate  de- 
pendence on  the  Secretarj  of  Wi^,  aa  when 
Etanding  in  the  inferior  relatioD  of  an  attach^ 
to  the  General-in-Ohief.  Ab  to  apecial  inspec- 
tions b;  the  Department  General^  nnder  the 
order  of  the  General-in-Ohief  or  Secretary  of 
War,  the;  are  seldom,  if  ever,  reaorted  to.  A 
ptrtnerahip  in  a  prerogatiTOj  whose  ezercise  is 
Itnelj  problematical,  ia  an  madeqnate  indnce- 
mmt,  nuelT,  for  retaining  this  office.  Why 
not  leave  it  ezcloairel;  where  it  is  placed  co- 
ordinately,  in  the  hands  of  the  Secretary  of 
War! 

3d,  Becniitiitg  troops.  The  General-in-Ohief 
designates  the  recroiting  gronnda.  He  appointa 
the  racrniling  officers,  and  the  superintendent, 
to  whctm  those  officers  are  to  report  and  be 
responable ;  and  Ms  express  order  is  requisite 
for  the  pmpcee  of  enlisting  any  one  prohibited 
by  the  eeceral  regalations  of  the  army,  as 
dmntai^  persons  diseased,  and  ft^igners. 
According  to  the  aothority  on  which  I  princi- 
fsD;  rely,  the  army  regolatioas,  there  aeems  to 
De  aDotted  to  this  hnmble  brauoh  of  the  service 
more  of  Uia  ana  of  the  General-in-Ohief,  than 
to  an  J  other  of  the  peace  eatabbahment.  And 
no  one  will  deny  that  it  stands  less  in  need  of 
the  high  qnalitiea  of  the  military  art.  Is  it  not 
preposterooa  to  retain  this  exalted  and  expen- 
sife  rank  to  do  that  which,  on  a  just  scale  of 
comparative  importance  between  the  agent 
and  the  object,  could  be  much  better  nven  to 
Die  humblest  command  in  the  army  ?  Bnt  let 
ikest  duties  be  performed  by  the  Adjutant 
GenmL  To  him  it  now  belongs  to  distribute 
the  recmita  to  the  several  commandf^  and  the 
residiK  of  this  speciea  of  service  may,  with  pe- 
mltir  fitneaa  and  congmity,  be  placed  in  the 
mat  hands. 

iih.  Sapplying  the  Army.  1,  with  anns,  Ac, 
S,  Tith  dolhing,  aobdatenoe,  qnartera,  trana- 
pMtMion,&t 

5tL  Paying  the  army. 

Gib.  The  Kedical  Department  In  relation 
to  all  these,  it  is  sufficient  to  say,  that  the  Gen- 
w»I-in-Chief  has  no  specific  authority.  True, 
IhfTt  is  a  general  regulation  that  requires  his 
•fprabalion  to  a  requisition  for  ordnance.  But 
il  ii  also  true  that  it  is  dispensed  with,  if  at- 
tended with  anch  delay  as  will  produce  incon- 
'emetKv  or  danger.  And  the  Secretary  of 
War  can  authorize  a  General,  or  field  officer, 
hating  a  command,  to  draw  on  the  Ordnance 
Department  at  liis  discretion. 

Tth.  The  instructions  and  Bcientifio  opera- 
liocB  of  the  army.  With  these  the  Qeneral-in- 
ChirfhiBM  littie  to  do  as  with  the  enpplies. 
The  CD^eers  proper  and  topcwraphicu,  and 
the  Bulitary  academy  at  West  Pomt,  are  ox- 
HQpUd  &om  the  general  army  command ;  and 
tiKoBgh  the  chief  of  engineers  fall  directly  un- 
fa the  eontrol  of  the  War  Department.  The 
t^nxA  of  artillery  practice  at  fortress  Monroe 
ToL.  X— U 


has  a  like  privilege.  It  is  under  the  direction 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  with  whom  its  corre- 
spondence is  carried  on,  through  the  A^ntant 
General.  And  the  eminence  of  his  station 
places  the  General-in-Ohief  at  as  great  a>difr- 
tanoe  from  the  supervision  of  the  drill  of  the 
camp,  as  those  regulations  I  have  mentioned 
do  from  the  higher  branchee  of  military  erudi- 
tion. The  drill  and  discipline  of  the  camp  falls 
nnder  the  charge  of  those  anbaJterna  who  are 
qualified  for  the  task,  by  a  complete  and 
splendid  professional  education,  bestowed  upon 
tnem  at  me  national  expense.  They  are  other- 
wise provided  for  by  the  War  Department,  In 
the  genera]  dissemination  and  frequent  revisions 
of  the  system  of  tactics.  So  that  circnmstancea 
do  not  require  that  of  onr  General-in-Ohief, 
which,  pernaps,  they  did  of  the  celebrated  and 
eccentric  Souwarof^  who  is  described  by  a  no- 
ble bard,  as 

"  Standing  in  his  ahirt 

Before  a  company  of  Calmai^  drilling, 
Exclaiming,  foeling,  aweaiiog,  at  the  inert, 

And  lecturing  on  the  noble  art  of  kUling." 

Our  army  is  regulated  by  a  system,  as  every 
institution  of  corresponding  size  and  complexity 
must  be,  to  be  well  regiuated — a  aystem  that 
prescribes  to  every  functionary,  every  individ- 
ual, his  appropriat«  sphere  of  dnty,  and  speet- 
fles  the  mmntest  det^  with  the  utmost  pre- 
cision. In  peace,  when  the  afiairs  of  the  army 
are  nniform  and  unchanging,  rare  indeed  are 
the  occadons  that  call  upon  its  executive  head 
for  Ihe  exercise  of  disoretionair  powers. 
Hence  the  inutility  of  retuning  the  General-in- 
Ohief  as  an  adviser  to  the  Secretary  of  War, 
In  that  capacity  his  usefulness  has  been  ad- 
vocated on  this  floor,  on  the  ground  that  he 
mnat  be  a  man,  "who,  by  experience,  under- 
stands the  wants,  and  by  sympathy,  the  feel- 
ings of  the  army."  Sir.  if  the  system  is  im- 
perfect let  it  bo  remodelled  by  the  power  that 
created  it,  the  Department  of  War.  If  it  is 
violated,  let  the  offence  be  punished  by  the 
military  Judiciary.  This  will  secure  a  more 
equal  and  juat  administration  over  the  "wants" 
and  interests  of  the  army,  than  If  left  to  the 
"  experience  and  sympathies "  of  an  officer, 
whose  discretion  is  liable,  at  least,  to  dsgene- 
rate  into  caprice  or  favoritism. 

This  review  of  the  doties  of  Oeueral-in-Ohie^ 
Mr.  Speaker,  does  not  contemplate  a  state  of  war. 
In  the  field,  I  am  awive,  he  becomes  the_  source 
and  regnlator,  the  animating  sonl  and  inform- 
ing head,  of  the  most  important  operations; 
hot  those  operations  belong  solely  to  a  period  of 
hostilities.  In  that  sphere  he  revolves,  a  star 
of  the  first  magnitude.  Bnt  removed  from  it 
to  the  Seat  of  Government,  thrown  into  over- 
shading  contiguity  with  that  greater  ropoaitory 
of  power,  the  War  Department,  and  he  is  "  shoni 
of  his  beams  " — he  dwindles  to  a  satellite. 

Bnt  we  are  told  that  we  must  retain  this 
office,  so  as  to  keep  on  hand,  in  readiness  for 
theevent  of  war,  a  General-in-Ohief,  p ' — 
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e^iience  and  BkiU.  Whenever  war  ooon 
thu  country,  it  must  be  after  long  inteirals  of 
feaiCA  and  the  probalnlltj  it,  that  these  ^riods 
of  official  indol«Doe  will  snrriTe  the  prune  of 
manhood,  and  the  vigor  of  intelleotnal  and 
phynoal  poverB,  which  the  G«Q«nd-in-Ohlef 
maj  poeseai  on  his  asenming  this  office — and 
th^  he  will  be  fonnd,  at  the  moment  of  active 
dnty,  tottering  on  the  cratch  of  decrepitnde ; 
or,  what  wiU  be  much  worse  for  the  service, 
not  so  far  advanced  in  the  imbecilitj  of  old  age 
(for  then  he  might  be  laid  on  the  sheU^  and  hia 
place  supplied  hj  another)  bat  belong^is  to  its 
"  disaatroQB  twilight,"  when  he  la  ambiuona  to 
act,  bat  inadeqiukt«  to  perfonn,  at  the  same 
time  is  not  willing  to  rengn,  and  not  antgect  to 
be  diamiased,  disapnointiiig  the  hopes  and  aol- 
lying  the  fiune  or  his  oonnby,  by  spending 
campdgn  after  campaign  in  the  vun  prooeaa  en 
bdng  aboot  to  do  what  he  never  acoompliahes. 
Tina,  rir,  is  a  biatorical,  not  a  fancy  sketch.  It 
pointe  to  InoideittB  in  onr  late  war,  that  we 
should  leani  wisdom  from,  as  from  the  warning 
leasona  of  experience.  Bat,  sir,  I  do  not  be- 
UeT«  that  the  military  qnaliflcations  of  an  offi- 
cer are  to  be  preserved  by  pladng  him  in  a  sta- 
tion, where  be  has  notiiing  to  do  of  a  military 
natiire,  where  he  is  pamperad  with  a  salary  In- 
ferior to  but  one  In  yonr  Government — with 
his  head-qnarters  fixed  at  the  head-qnarters  of 
&diioa  and  poUdci^  and  dancing  attendaooe 
at  conr^  nntil  hia  nosUla  forget  the  smell  of 
"  villunotts  saltpetre."  Soch  a  state  rf  things, 
sir,  is  more  flttaf  to  aoldiership,  than  was  Oua- 
poato  Hannibal  and  his  anny.  Sir,  let  ns  leave 
this  offloe  to  be  created  and  fflled  when  the  oo- 
oadon  reqoirea.  Let  us  leave  to  the  wisdom 
and  resonroes  of  the  orisis,  the  opportnnitr  of 
operating  npon  Its  own  desUny.  Instead  of 
appointing  a  Oeneral-in-Ohief^  at  snch  an  in- 
dennite  period  beforehand,  to  be  the  oommsnd- 
er,  at  all  events,  and  nnder  all  hazards  of  in- 
firmity and  ince^adt;,  that  meanwhile  he  is 
liable  to  from  lime  from  disease,  and  habits 
of  indolence;  let  ns  leave  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  that  da;,  the  inestimable  privile^  of 
selecting  for  the  snardianahip  of  uie  national 
glory  and  safe^,  t£e  beet  talents  that  the  anny 
at  the  time  cam  fbrniah,  or,  indeed,  the  oonntry 
at  large :  for  an  indiridnal  may  be  fbnnd  In  the 
walks  of  civil  life,  (I  need  not  tell  the  Honse 
there  has  been  each  an  instanoe,}  pre-eminently 
fitteii  by  natnre  with  the  high  qiulitiee  of  mil- 
itary command,  superior  to  all  that  the  drill  of 
the  camp  or  the  black  board  of  yonr  academy 
can  confer. 

Sir,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  ahown  that 
too  esolasive  a  dependence  was  placed  on  the 
army,  whenever  we  contemplated  a  state  of 
war;  that,  after  onr  fi^tifioationB  and  other 
stroDgliolds  are  rarrisoned  by  rt^lar  troops, 
the  moet  ssft  and  otonpatible  defence  for  a  na- 
tion, posseeaed  of  free  uistitationa,  and  adverse 
to  conqnest,  is  her  militia;  in  the  improvement 
of  which,  mnch  of  the  treamre  which  we  now 
laviah  on  the  army,  and  education  aoqnired  at 
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the  oatiooal  expense,  which  Is  now  buried  ia 
the  camp,  might  be  moat  profitably  applied. 
The  present  wretched  and  inefficient  stale  of 
our  militia  is  a  subject  that  calls,  almost  in  the 
language  of  reproach,  for  the  lenslation  of  Con- 
ffesB.  Bat  I  forbear ;  I  have  already  est«aded 
uiis  discussion  l>eyoDd  its  proper  limit  I  will 
conolnde  with  the  opinion  thst  this  office  is  ut- 
terly aseless ;  that  its  continaance  !s  a  violation 
of  Uiat  fundamental  principle  on  which  all  free 
and  beneficent  Governments  are  administered, 
that  of  reodeiing  their  benefits  fiilly  and  effee- 
taally  at  the  least  avoidable  expense ;  and  that 
this  limit  transgressed.  Government  becomes, 
in  that  reepect,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  a 
burthen ;  its  powers  abused,  its  people  op- 
lb.  MooBX,  of  Alabama,  now  demanded  the 
previons  qoMtion,  and  tbe  demand  was  soa- 
tained  by  the  Honse ;  and,  on  the  nudn  qnw- 
tiooj  of  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrosaed  for 
a  third  reading, 

Ur.  WtLUAMB  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays; 
which  being  taken,  stood  as  follows : 

TKAa.~lIe«rB.  Addama,  Alexander,  ADen  of  Ta., 
AbtoD,  Anderson  of  lUne,  Annstrong,  Barter  of 
Conn.,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Batringer,  Bell,  Blair,  Blake, 
Brant,  Brown,  Bncbanan,  Bodcnar,  Book,  Canon, 
Carter,  OhDton,  Cbibome,  Clark  et  Kev  Toik,  Clwk 
of  Eentnck;,  Condict,  Conner,  Conller,  Creigbtoo, 


of  Vicgiiiift,  Forward,  Frj,  ffilmer,  Green,   Hail 
HaUock,  Hail,  Barrej,  Haynes,  Bealy,  Hobbie,  Hodg- 

aHofinsn,  Ingenoll,  Isu^  JotmaoD,  Johiu, 
g,  Eremer,  Lecomple,  Lea,  Letcher,  little,  Uv- 
togstoQ,  Long,  Lyon,  Harabte,  Haitlndale,  MaiireU, 
HcCoy,  HcSitton,  Hclntire,  Marwin,  HetuUb, 
UtcbeU  of  Fa.,  KtcheU  of  &  C,  tUteheU  of  Tenn., 
ICooieofEy.,lloore  of  Alabama,  O'Brien,  Plerson, 
Polk,  BIpley,  Roane,  Bmeell,  Sswjer,  Bhepperd, 
BmTth  of  Tlrginla,  fiprigg,  fiCanberry,  StevensoD  of 
Pa.,  Bterigere,  Slower,  Bwuin,  Swift,  SntheiUnd, 
Thompeon  of  Georgia,  Treivant,  Tticker  of  If.  J., 
Tucker  of  8.  C,  Turner,  Vamam,  Weems,  Whittle- 
sey, WilUuns,  John  J.  Wood,  ^las  Wood,  WoU; 
Yancey— 106. 

"Natb.— Heairs.  Allen  of  Man.,  Anderaon  of 
Penoaylvania,  Archer,  Baldwin,  Btiker,  Barlow, 
Banard,  Barney,  Bsnley,  Bates  of  Hsu.,  Bates  of 
Ussonrl,  Beeefaer,  Belden,  Bryan,  Bunner,  Borgta, 
CrownlnsUeld,  De  Oralf,  Dickinson,  ]>nyton,  Bver^ 
elt,  noyd  of  OeorRis,  Fort,  Qale,  Oanisey,  Garniw, 
QoriiaDi,  Onrley,  Holmes,  Hont,  Keese,  Lawrence, 
Leffler,  Locke,  Lumpkin,  UsUary,  Mariiell,  Manin, 
Marvin,  Hayuurd,  McDuffie,  MeLean,  Mercer,  Hbter, 
Newton,  Orr,  Owen,  Feacee,  Plant,  Ramaey,  Baed, 
Sergeant,  SUwne,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Stewart,  Stom^ 
StMi%,  Tsliafbrro,  Taylor,  Thompeon  of  New  Jersey, 
Tracy,  Tance,  TerpUnck,  ^nton,  Wales,  Ward, 
Washington,  Whipple,  Wilde,  Wilson  of  Fennayl- 
vai^  Woodcock,  Wright  of  New  Tork,  Wii^t 
of  Ohio— 78. 


IB  ordered  to  be 


fora 
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Tman-T,  Har  16. 
Arnault  on  U«  Prttidenf*  Sterelary, 

Xr.  KoDcrm,  from  the  Select  Committee, 
U  vhom  wu  referred  the  MeeMge  of  the  Pree- 
ident  of  tie  United  States,  relative  to  an  as- 
NDlt  eooraiitted  on  his  Private  Secretarj,  made 
the  foDowing  report : 

"Immtdktelj  aller  tbor  ^^lointniaDt,  the  oom- 
man  pneesded  to  the  inTuUntioa  of  the  nitiject 
[dcmdtolbau,  Tli«f  ueettMii«d,froiiit)»lett«T 
«[  It.  Boad  Jurii,  referred  to  them  bj  the  HoDW, 
ud  froB  the  MalciiieDt  of  Mr.  John  Adama,  the  pri< 
*tK  Mcnivj  of  (be  Pnndent,  (bet  an  aanab  waa 
MMKUed  b7  tiw  fomer  upon  the  pecMn  of  the 
bUf,  ia  the  ratnudo  of 


M  ibe  HoiN  of  BepnnatatiTei^  and  wUto  be  ww 
proMedBf,  with  wiother  m  tiiiga,  flrom  the  Pwat- 
<l»W.toBteBii>H.  A(  (hii  tt^  of  the  pcoeeed- 
■g.  1  pitfnMiT  qoeMioD  araee  with  the  comn^t- 
Ut  vhitherlhef  duiiild  report  to  (he  Bonaedm- 
pi  J  the  &M  that  tha  anaqlt  had  been  eimimitttd, 
■fit  a  >l>w  to  aa  eaawinalloii  at  ^e  bar  of  the 
Baam  alAt  partr  impltealed,  and  bU  the  witneaaeB 
forud  ipdnM  him,  t»  '  "  ' 
iboiUake 
(ntlaloa 


ithm 


^m 


iB  exaninatlOD  of  the  lAole  caae,  I 
la  tba  Ncoll  of  their  JndgmeDt, 

^bcb  tier  ^gbt  deem  it  expedient  for  tha  Bona* 
lapmiaa.  Tm  fbtner  mode  of  proMeding  would 
^n  bees,  pcfhi^^  the  more  abicUr  oonibi 


dlaeharge  of  Ita  or- 

which  would  hna  leanlted 

Hoaae,ooBadta(ed, 

, 1,  to  atioiiK  an  ob- 

jcetioD  to  tkM  eooraa  of  proeeediw,  that  they 
muntMiiij  dat«ndDed  to  exambie  allthe  witneae- 
e&  wd  to  r^ort  tke  ftcta  to  tlie  Hooae,  with  their 
otiaim  ^on  (liain,  haTing  firat  obtained  tlie  oon- 
ft  UMr.  /arrla  (bat  tUa  comae  aboold  be  pQr< 
reed,  aad  hatmg  gmUed  him  the  pririlege  of  ap- 
PtuiiC  b;  eamd.  It  ia  here  nniiier  that  tlw  com- 
'Htm  ihontd  a*7  a  bw  worda  in  ex^anatkn  of  tlie 
Ua;  whidb  Ih«  oaenrred  la  tlila  ezaminatfoo.  Af- 
■aMBeeoMideisbleptogTeat  had  been  made  In  it, 

"r  firria  ■■ila  an  niidiraliiiii  in  lliii  i illiiii  for 

IiaTc  to  tuamlne  b j  eommiiiioii,  eertidn  peraona  In 
Ai  <itT  of  Boaloo.     The  ooartnittee  did  not  feel 


ereiie^nct 

eommiBBOD  waa  accord- 
to  take  the  eiamlnatioD  bj 


ihieh  waa  not  returned  n 


"  The  —leml  &et,  that  Mr.  Jarria  oommltted  an 
Mmtb  apoo  the  prin(a  aecretarr  of  the  Prealdent, 
Btha  roumda  of  (he  Oaphol,  inmedlatdr  after  be 

w«d*  meaaMe  from  (be  Pk   " 

f  Bepreaantaavea,  it  cieart; 


utj  eatabli^ed. 
jKr.Jarrla.    It 

«(heaatiabctkioof  (heeominit- 

!««,  that  Mr.  Jarrit  knew  that  the  priTate  Mcretar? 
•r  the  Fre»lent  bad  ddirered  a  metaagetothe 
Dewe  of  BrpnaantatiTM  Immediatetj  before  the 


[H.ofB. 

awaalt  waa  committed.  Ur.  Jarria,  it  appeira,  waa 
in  the  Hoote  when  tiw  metsage  waa  delivered,  and 
immediately  followed  afler  Ur.  Adamt,  ■■  he  re- 
tired bom  the  House.  There  ia  aome  diicrepancj 
in  the  tealimoDy  aa  to  the  nature  of  the  aaaault ;  but, 
In  the  view  taken  bj  the  comnittee,  il  ia  whoUj  im- 
material to  ^a  quettlou  which  grows  out  of  the 
bamaction,  toanliiiig  the  dignity  and  priviUgea  of 
tbeHouae. 

"  In  the  letter  of  Mr.  Jar^  he  atated,  ai  the 
provocation  b;  wUoh  he  had  been  prompted  to 
commit  the  aaaanlt  upon  Mr.  Adama,  certain  oifena- 
ive  and  intuiting  langoage  tued  bjthe  Utter,  la  the 
bouse  of  the  President,  at  a  levee,  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  wife  of  Mr.  Jarvia  and  other  fe- 
male frienda  and  relatirea,  who  attended  the  levee 
under  hit  in«leotiMi. 

"Mr.  Adama  submitted  a  counter^tatement,  dif- 
fering in  several  partioulan  torn  that  contained  in 
tlie  letter  of  Mr.  Jarvis,  and  several  witnesset  were 
therefore  esamined  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  the 
true  character  of  the  occurrencea  at  the  levee  of  the 
President.  The  committee  believe  It  ianot  dlffleolt 
to  reconcile  the  apparent  coDtmSctlom  in  (lie  te» 
timonv  of  the  several  witneSM  relative  ti    "'~ 


ntUation  apon  the  veracitj  of  any  of  the  witneasea. 
It  it  proved  bj  those  on  both  aides,  and,  indeed,  by 
the  admiMion  of  Mr.  Adams,  that  he  did  use  lan- 
nage  ealeolated,  if  overlieard,  to  insult  Mr.  Jarvia. 
It  Is  alto  noved,  to  the  satiafection  of  the  oommit- 
tee,  that  Mra.  Cwdi8,the  modier  of  Mn.  Jarvia,  wAt 
rety  near  to  Mr.  Adama  when  be  made  ate  of  the 
ofl^uive  langnage,  and  that  the,  as  well  aa  other 
persoDB  of  tbe  party  who  aocompanled  Mr.  Jarvis, 
heard  it  with  ST--   "-' "    ' 


prated  Ibelangnage  of  Mr.  Adama  aa  an  insnlt  oSgred 
to  the  whole  party,  and  it  seems  that  Mr.  Jarvis 
acted  throDgbont  the  whole  of  the  transaction  under 
the  vme  impreaalon.  On  the  contrary,  it  is  stated 
by  Mr.  Adami  and  Mr.  Stetson,  that  Mr.  Adamt  did 
not  use  the  offensive  language  relative  to  Mr.  Jar- 
via, with  a  viewofiDJoring  the  feelings  of  the  ladies 
wbo  loeompanied  bim,  nor,  indeed,  witii  a  knowl- 
edge that  it  wat  orerfasard  by  them.  Hie  fact, 
liowever,  appean  to  be  inditputable,  that  so  moch 
of  that  langnage  was  heard  by  Mra.  Cordis  and  Mr. 
Dexter  as  indoeed  the  party,  and  particularly  the 
female  Mends  who  accompanied  Ur.  Jarvia,  to  leave 
the  Preddent's  Houaa  aa  toon  as  potdble,  onder  tbe 
idea  that  they  had  been  Inaolted. 

"  Upon  a  view  of  all  the  cinumatances,  the 
Bommittee  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  assaolt  com- 
mitted by  Mr.  Jarvis  upon  tbe  private  Secretary  of 
tbe  President,  wiiatever  may  have  been  tbe  caotea 
of  provocation,  wat  an  act  done  in  oonlempt  of  the 
authority  and  dignity  of  this  HoDsev  inTomog  not 
only  a  violation  ^  Its  own  peeoUar  privii^ea,  but 
of  ue  imnnDity  which  it  ia  bound,  npiDn  every  prin- 
olple,  to  gntruty  to  tiie  peraon  selected  by  the 
Freaideat  aa  the  organ  of  hit  official  eommunieatious 
to  Congress.  It  ia  of  the  utmost  importance  that 
the  ofBciai  intercooraa  between  the  President  and 
tbe  Leglilative  department  should  not  be  liable  to 
inlerruption.  The  proceedings  of  Oongraai  could 
not  be  more  elTectually  arreated  by  preventing  the 
membera  of  either  House  from  going  to  tbe  Hall  of 
their  delUMmtions  than  they  might  be  by  prevent- 
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iog  the  Premdent  &om  naldiig  officiU  eommuniu- 
tioDi  eiseDtlally  conneeted  with  the  legbUUoa  of 
the  oonntrr. 

"Id  the  case  nndeccoiuidenitioil,  the  FriTsteSec- 
ratsrj,  after  haring  dellTered  a  msBsago  fW>m  the 
Prendent,  vaa  in  the  act  of  letiriDg,  and  almost 
within  the  Terr  verge  of  this  Hall,  irhen  the  utntilt 
iraa  coinmitted  npon  him.  The  House  was  in  ns- 
eion,  and  Ibe  pergoa  who  committed  tbe  asaaolt  went 
ImmecUatelT  from  the  hall  ia  whicfa  it  wia  deliber- 
ating, where  he  was  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  piiTilege 
con^ded  to  him  in  commoowitfaotben  who  ai«  en- 
gaged in  repotting  the  proceedings  of  the  House.  If 
wieRepreaentativesofthe  people  have  not  the  power 
to  puoJBh  Ma  atMult  committed  under  these  circam- 
alMlces,  then  are  the;  destitute  of  a  power  which 
belongs  to  tbe  most  inferior  judidil  tribnnil  in  the 
conntrj.  The  power  of  punishing  for  contempta  ia 
not  pecntiar  to  tbe  connnoii  law  of  Eoglaod.  It  be- 
longs esseDliallj  to  sre^  jndicial  tribunal  and  erery 
legulatiTe  body.  The  English  law  of  contempts,  as 
such,  has  not,  surelf,  the  slightest  anthoriCj  in  the 
Bopreme  Court  of  the  United  States ;  jet  the  power 
of  that  court  to  vindicate  its  diguity  and  preserre  its 
officers  from  outrage  during  its  session,  will  scarcely 
be  quefltioned.  In  Uke  manner,  though  the  parlia- 
meotary  law  of  England,  as  such,  can  have  no  au- 
thority here ;  yet  all  the  legisUtive  bodies  in  the 
Union  habitually  act  upon  its  rules. 

"  The  power  in  nuestioo  grows  out  of  tbe  great  law 
of  self-preserratioD.  It  is  no  doubt  veryHiable  to 
•base,  and  onght  always  to  be  exercised  with  great 
moderation.  In  its  very  nature  it  is  not  susceptible 
either  of  precise  definition  or  precise  limitation. 
Each  particular  Instance  of  its  exercise  must  be 
kdapted  to  the  emergency  which  calls  for  it  Wbile, 
therefore,  the  committee  deem  it  a  matter  of  great 
importance  to  maitilain  the  eiiatence  of  tins  power, 
as  an  essential  means  of  vindicating  the  dignity  and 
privilegeE  of  the  House,  they  are  clearly  of  tbe  opin- 
ion that  it  ought  never  to  be  exercised,  except  in 
easea  of  strong  necesdty ;  and  that  the  paaiahjnent 
lufliotad  under  it  ought  never  to  be  carried  farther 
IbsD  shall  be  absolutely  and  imperionBlj  required  by 
the  Bxi*"""  ■"•—'"—■- 


Honse,  yet  they  can  hardly  suppose  that  he  was 
conscious  at  the  time  of  committing  the  assanlt  that 
he  was  offering  a  contempt  to  its  authority.  He 
disclaims,  indeed,  any  such  intention.  And  as  the 
committee  are  aware  that  many  persons,  for  whose 
opinions  they  have  very  great  respect,  entertain  the 
belief  that  the  assault  in  question  was  not  a  viola tion 
of  any  privilege  of  the  House,  they  think  they  are 
required  by  the  spirit  of  moderation  and  indulgence 
in  which  this  power  should  always  be  eierdsed,  to 
give  iti.  Jarvis  tbe  benefit  of  the  most  favorable 
presumption,  as  to  his  views  and  intentioos,  touch- 
ing the  riehts  and  privileges  in  question. 

"  They  therefore  recommend  to  the  adoption  of  tbe 
House  the  following  resolutions.  It  is  proper,  how- 
ever, to  remark,  by  way  of  eipUnatlon,  that  there 
WKS  but  a  bare  majority  of  the  committee  Id  hvor 
of  the  first  resolution,  the  minority  entert^niug  the 
belief  that  the  Howeposseteno  power  touching  the 
premises ;  «nd  that  there  was  but  a  bare  m^orMy  of 
tbe  committee  in  favor  of  tbe  second  resdution,  tbe 
minority  believing  that  it  was  sxpedient  to  vindi- 
cate tlie  ^gnity  of  tlie  Honse  by  inflicting  some  pun- 
ishment for  the  violation  of  its  privileges : 


Reiolvtd,  That  the  Msaolt  comtnitted  bySossel 
Jarvis  on  tlie  person  of  John  Adams,  the  private 
secretary  of  the  President,  In  the  rotnndo  of  the 
Capitol,  immediately  after  the  said  John  Adams  had 
deUvered  a  message  from  the  President  to  the 
House  of  Representatives,  and  while  be  was  in  the 
act  of  retiring  from  it,  was  a  vioUtion  of  privilege 
wblch  merits  the  censure  of  this  House. 

"  Raelvei,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  have  any 
further  proceedings  in  this  case." 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub,  from  the  same  couimit- 
tee,  made  the  following  report : 

"  The  minority  of  the  Select  Committee,  to  which 
was  referred  the  message  of  tbe  President  in  rela- 
tion to  an  assault  committed  by  Bnssel  Jarria  npOD 
his  private  secretary,  whilst  they  eoncnr  with  the 
majority  in  the  results  which  they  report  of  the  ev-  - 
Idence,  and  also  in  the  eipresdon  of  their  disappro- 
bation of  the  assault,  in  reference  to  the  time  when. 
and  the  place  where,  it  was  committed,  t>eg  leave  to 
state  their  decided  and  unqualiGed  dissent  from  that 
resolution  of  the  report  which  affirms  the  power  of 
this  House  to  punish  the  assault  io  question  as  be- 
ing a  breach  of  privilege  and  a  contempt,  and  to 
present  a  condensed  view  of  the  reasons  which  have 
conducted  them  to  this  conolnsion.  This  power,  if 
it  exist,  must  rest  for  iU  support  npon  that  docMne 
of  privilege  whicfa  is  said  1«  be  established  by  the 
law  and  custom  of  ParUamait,  a  doctrine  wU^  in 
their  esttmation,  is  as  Incompatible  with  the  genios 
of  our  people  and  the  prinuples  of  our  Government 
as  it  is  dangerous  to  the  individual  rights  of  the  cil- 
IwQ.  In  proof  of  this,  tbe;  propose  to  take  a  brief 
review  of  its  origin  and  progress,  as  also  of  its 
practical  application,  in  that  deliberative  assembly, 
which  is  generally  regarded  by  those  who  assert  die 
power,  as  the  source  whence  precedents  are  to  be 
derived  illustrative  of  the  proper  occasioa  for  its 
exercise.  It  is  raid  by  a  ci^ebrated  writer  upon  the 
subject  that  the  law  of  Parliament  is  to  be  sought 
after  by  all,  is  onknown  only  to  a  few;  that  it  is  to 
be  learned  out  of  the  rolls  of  Parliament  and  other 
records,  and  by  precedents  and  conlinaal experience; 
'  that  the  i"«irim«  upon  wMoh  they  proceed,  togelh- 
ei  with  the  method  of  proceeding,  net  cntirdy  in 
the  breast  of  Parliament  itself^  and  are  not  defined 
and  ascertained  by  any  particular  stated  law  ;'  and 
agun,  that  the  dignity  and  independence  of  the  two 
houses  ore,  in  a  great  measure,  preserved  by  keep- 
ing their  privileges  IndeGnite.  Thns  it  appears, 
from  the  natore  of  this  PsrUamentary  law  and  these 
Parliamentary  privileges,  that  they  are  incompaliblo 
with  the  principles  of  oor  Government  and  against 
the  dictates  of  Justice ;  nothhig  con,  without  a  sole- 
lusm  in  huignsge,  be  colled  a  law,  but  some  mle  of 
action  whidi  is  published  to  thoee  who  are  to  be  af- 
fected by  it,  whilst  it  is  seen  that  the  law  of  Pariia- 
ment,  so  miscalled,  is  locked  np  in  their  own  bo- 
soms; and  nothing  can  be  more  unjust  than  lo 
punish  on  individual  for  any  offence  agunst  those 
privileges,  the  nature  and  character  of  which,  being 
Indeflmte,  are  utterly  unknown,  and  which  oidy  be- 
come known  as  particular  cases  occur,  thns  m^ng 
the  ioSIotian  of  punidimeDt  the  first  evidence  of  the 
eiistenceoftttemle  under  whichitisinflicted.  Tbe 
impropriety  of  such  %  conree,  wliich  is  apparent, 
npon  the  great  prindples  of  right  and  wrong,  la 
strongly  enforced  by  a  reference  to  the  Sih  section 
of  the  1st  article  of  the  constitution,  which  prohibits 
the  passage  of  tt  po»  fiKt«  laws.     The  reason  for 
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tloi  pcobibitioii  is,  the  Injustice  of  pnntihing  m 
nine  u  *ct  iiid(l6n«at  in  itself  at  the  time  when 
■u  coniniUted  ;  bat,  iii  tbe  ere  of  Teauii,  there  a 
BO  ml  fArence  between  pmiuhing  en  ut  irhleh, 
gt  tb«  tiae  of  its  commiinoD,  wm  Dot  criminil,  uid 
foiibmg  one  *Mcb,  at  the  time  of  lis  cominiaEdoii, 
m«  not  knom  to  be  crimiDtl ;  and,  b;  s  dngulu 
CDUKidence,  SDch  tx  pott  /aelo  lain,  amODgn  the 
Booiuif,  were  c*Iled  Prunliffin,  •  moat  apt  name 
far  PariumeutaiT  prinlegts.  The  minority  of  the 
cwanuUee,  before  qooting  some  eiamjdea  of  the 
ijipGealion  of  this  unknown  law  and  indefinite  prin 
ilege,  wiQ  avail  tliemselrea  of  the  MnUmenta  of  a 
TRj  Mgadona  writer  for  tfae  pnrpoee  of  showiog 
iheir  duller  and  injustice.  'Suppose  («a;s  lie)  a 
MtD  kad  penooallj  offended  a  majaritj  of  the  indi- 
lidnls  who  hai^Mil  to  compose  ajary  that  is  to  try 
tdm.  BitBii^aee  twetrementoeommeDceapRM- 
cMlioD  sgainet  one,  and  that  those  Terr  in^vlduali 
ire  JimncJatdr,  In  Uie  *erj  i^e  of  uieir  resent- 
ment,  endoeed  to  pais  a  Terdict  and  delermiiw 
of  a  Mtrnfamcat  for  an  oflbnce  against  themselrea. 
Wcndd  Ihii  hiTe  the  imalleat  semblance  of  JuaUce  f 
On  the  tcMnzj,  is  it  not  the  Tery  design  of  law  to 
take  out  of  tlie  handa  of  the  offended  iSe  trial  and 
psaUnent  of  the  oStenders,  and  pnt  it  into  those 
of  indiftieot  penonsf ' 
'The  sune  writer  aaks,  why  does  not  tbe  Hoose 
■  '  "'  *  people  know  their  privileges  f 
pHTitegee  esUbliBhed  by  law  r 


Why  are  not  thoae  f«i^gea  e 
When  they  tUnk  themselres  offt 


•a  offended,  why  do  thej 
ant  pRMBcBle  the  offender  in  a  legal  and  oonstitu- 
tioml  way,  which  would  itop  aU  reflection  upon 
thcmf  Tlie  king's  eaiuea  ue  tried  in  the  courts  of 
juliee,  by  judges  and  jury,  who  are  indifferent  per- 
torn;  why  is  any  indJTidual,  or  any  MSembly  of 
laenwhaloTer,  tobojndge,  jory,  and  eiecutioners, 
m  ibcir  own  cause  f  Agsln,  he  says,  it  may  be  af- 
fraed  that  the  people  of  England  will  never,  wliile 
,  aBfaik  of  (he  fire  of  tibarty  remains,  be  reconciled 
to  u  osnmed  power  in  BepreieDtatiTca  to  im  prison 
duireoaffitoenU  withont  trial  by  jory. 

"ItwooldbedifEetitttoadd  toihe  force  of  tbe 
ifgiBeU  in  these  qootations.  It  has  been  said 
Ikilibeimionafthel^aUtiTe,  exeentiTe,  and  Ju- 
'ial  power*  in  the  sante  body  of  men,  is  the  very 
Irfai^of  tynnoy.  This  onion  eiists  in  all  it* 
(dvc  is  the  ease  of  panidunent  for  a  legislatiTe  con- 
icopt ;  the  same  penoo*  are  the  aocosers,  the  trl- 
R^  ud  the  exeentioiieTe ;  thna,  not  only  Tiolattng 
i^  priDd|de  of  iauBOtat^  jostlce,  that  no  man 
*""'"""  '  "  '"  EBDse,  bat  performing  tbe 
FB  of  excitement  the  most 
.  ,  ....  _..__!  dlipu^nate  inTottiga- 
dM  of  the  case.  This  general  reasoning  would  of 
iarif  be  sofflcient  to  Justify  tbe  dedantjon  that  the 
doetiine  of  pririlege  andponlaluaent  forPwHament 
wy  oontempt  is  lU  daneetooa  tendency,  and  incom- 
p«iUe  with  the  prindpje*  of  our  GoTemment ;  but 
ii  tUa  eoDclosion  be  deducible  from  general  reasoo- 
>?•  l>ow  greatly  it  is  strengthened  by  reference  to 
i!>at  seriea  of  precedents  &om  which  it  is  said  that 
>be  law  and  custom  of  ParlLunent  must  be  learned. 
Tr»  *  few  of  the  most  prominent,  which  will  now 
bt  qsoced,  it  will  be  seen  that,  instead  of  the  atreun 
of  ioMiee  loiring  in  a  mooth  and  eqasble  current, 
'*am  been  thrown  into  constant  sgitation,  some- 
tiBM  by  caprice,  sometimes  by  tbe  Tiolence  of  an- 
PI  ndtemenL  A  msn  nsmed  Cranfield  was  fined 
Vtfy  each,  to  fonr  members  whom  he  had  slauder- 
•d.    Lord  SariBe  was-  committed  to  the  tower  for 


owht  to  b«  Bjadge  of  his  cause, 
<&e  of  judge  nnifer  AeUngs  of  e) 
■DfrofatiaM  t«  a  calm  and  dlips 


refusing  to  name  the  person  who  bad  written  a  letter 
to  him,  wtiich  Parliament  had  thought  treacherous. 
In  IMT,  an  order  was  made  for  seversl  members  of 
the  House  to  take  some  of  the  deputies  of  the  9e> 
geantHit-Amu,  and  to  break  open  doors  and  sein 
trunks  and  papers  of  one  Captain  Ternon. 

"  In  16B4,  a  schoolmaster  was  examined  for  an 
Arian  book ;  tbe  book  was  bamt  by  the  hands  of 
the  hangman.  He  was  confined  in  Newgate  and 
then  banisBed  to  the  Isle  of  Sdlly.  There  is  a  case 
which  is  remarkable  for  the  caprice  which  dictated 
the  punishmeot :  two  persona  were  placed  back  to 
back  upoa  a  borse,  and,  with  a  label  specifying  the 
offence,  made  to  ride  in  this  manner  round  Charing 
Cross ;  and  that,  too,  for  arresting  a  member's  ser- 
vant, in  violation  of  a  privilege  not  now  claimed. 
As,  however,  it  may  he  olyected  to  some  of  these 
precedents  that  they  occurred  io  bad  times,  that  is, 
during  the  period  of  the  long  Parliament,  some 
more  modem  ones  will  now  be  qnoted.  Jn  the  cose 
of  Shirley  va.  Pagg,  in  the  27th  of  Charles  n.,  the 
Hooae  of  Commons  maintained  Ihatati  appeal  taken 
from  tbe  Court  of  Cbancery  to  the  Hoiue  of  Lords, 
by  Bhirley  against  Pagff,  who  was  one  of  their  menk- 
bera,  was  a  breach  of  their  privileges.  In  another 
case,  which  wbs  an  appeal  taken  by  Oriepe  agidnst 
Talinahoy,  who  was  a  member,  they  Imprisoned  the 
sergeants  and  barristera  who  had  pleaded  for  Crispe, 
contrary  to  an  order  of  the  House,  as  for  a  breach 
of  privilege.  In  tbe  case  of  Admiral  Griffith,  a 
member,  certain  persons  who  had  trespassed  on  hit 
fisheries  were  found  guilty  of  a  breach  of  privilege, 
and  were  ordered  to  stand  committed,  and  were  af- 
terwards disctiarged,  ailer  being  reprimanded  on 
their  knees,  paying  the  costs.  And,  even  as  late  as 
about  the  year  ISll,  Si  Franda  Burdett  was  com- 
mitted to  the  Tower  of  London  for  a  breach  of 
privilege,  in  writing,  or  publishing,  a  libel,  as  it  was 
deemed  by  the  House  of  Commons.  In  times  more 
remote,  judges  were  put  in  custody  of  the  Sergeaot- 
at-Arms,  and,  in  one  instance,  Judge  Beridey  was 
taken  off  his  bench  In  Westminster  Hall  by  the 
Usher  of  tbe  Black  Bod,  to  the  great  terror  of  hit 
brethren ;  but  the  instances  quoted  of  counsel  be- 
ing imprisoned  for  srguing  a  cause,  and  persons  or- 
dered to  l>e  committed  for  an  alleged  trespass,  are 
strong  Ulnstrations  of  the  position.  That  no  man, 
or  set  of  men,  can  be  safely  trosted  with  the  unre- 
strained power  of  jud^g  and  ponishine  in  their 
own  case,  it  is  oot  sufficient  to  say  that  ^e  House 
will  not  follow  sncb  absard  precedents-  Once  let 
It  be  settled  that  it  depends  upoo  their  discretion 
alone  to  decide  whether  there  is  a  contempt  or 
breach  of  privilege,  and  to  decide  both  the  kind  and 
measure  ofpuni^ment,  without  the  power  of  any 
other  tribunal  to  relieve,  then  the  dtiien's  daim  to 
litierty  is  not  matter  of  right  but  of  sufferance.  Be- 
rides  this  view  of  the  case,  npon  genenl  principles, 
the  minority  of  the  committee  are  satisfied  that  tbe 
House  does  not  possess  the  power  in  qnestion,  by 
force  of  various  provirious  of  the  constitution,  to 
which  they  will  now  ref^.  In  the  6th  section  of 
the  1st  Article,  the  privileges  of  the  members  are 
precisely  defined,  and  are  made  lo  con^t  in  ex- 
emption from  arrest,  except  in  treason,  &c.,  and 
from  being  questioned  elsewhere  for  any  speech  in 
the  House.  These  are  privileges  in  the  true  mean- 
ing of  that  term  ;  they  are  immunities  or  exemp- 
tions, and  are  personal  to  the  members,  and,  as  haa 
been  justly  remarked,  by  the  author  of  tbe  Ifanuat, 
tbev  were  probably  defined  with  a  Tlew  to  aireat 
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;  ohanettr  of  pririkM,  whoM  ci 
«  hH  been,  tfiat  dainu  lift*e  b 


ootbitezampls.  ItiibsllsTAdthatnooiMwlllaoa- 
tend,  dnea  tbii  proTUoii,  that  then  are  an;  athar 
priTJleges ;  when,  thuefore,  tha  qoestioiL  tiiatm 
•boDt  th«  iteht  of  pmidiiDg  for  eontompt,  It  ia 
rwU;  m  qnettbD,  not  of  priviloge,  bat  of  poir«r.  It 
win  now  be  attempted  briefly  to  inqnlre  into  the 
powetaof  thoHonM;  the;  eie  to  be  fonnd  In  wt- 
onl  Motioni  of  the  fint  utiele ;  the;  ue,  lit.  To 
ohooee  theii  own  ^leaker  and  oUier  oBoen  ;  Sdl;. 
To  origtnMe  ell  UU*  lor  nUng  lorenne ;  Sdl;.  Ibe 
■ole  power  of  fanpeaehineirt ;  Mij,  To  detentiDe 
the  nikaof  UiownproooedlngfipiuiitUogllenien^ 
ben  for  diaorderij  behariM',  ud  oipelUng  a  mem* 
bCT,  with  the  eoncnirenco  of  two-thirda ;  Sthl;,  Tha 


retnnia  of  ita  membeia.  If  the  propoaitioii  be  true, 
that  the  enmnaration  of  two  diaUnot  penonal  priri- 
leges  to  the  memben  be  erldenoe  that  the  fiunera 
of  tha  oooatitution  dedgned  then  to  baTe  no  more, 
it  would  aeem  to  follow,  by  pari^  of  naaon,  that 
the  enumeration  of  eort^n  poweia,  aa  bdng  gtvan 
to  the  Botue,  wea  oTldenca  that  the  Hooae  ahonld 
have  no  more  powere.  It  ia  aomelimea  contended 
Uiat,  Ihnn  the  natnie  of  thtnga,  the  Honar  mnat 
havB  certain  Inherent  poweia,  and,  amongrt  olhen, 
the  power  of  protecting  itMlf-from  Inault.  The 
proflaiona  of  ute  conatitntion  abore  referrod  to 
aaem  to  ftui^ab  an  aniwer  to  thia  anrument ;  for,  If 
we  are  to  bnpate  to  the  Honae  of  BepreaentatiTea 
anr  hiheraat  power,  what  could  more  emphatically 
hu  within  that  daaa  tliau  the  fbUowins :  a  power  to 
chooae  ita  own  Speaker,  wltliout  which  it  eonld 
not  even  be  organiied ;  a  power  to  deteimina  tha 
elecUona,  qnaliBcation^  4o.,  of  ita  membna,  with- 
out wlilcb  it  could  not  loiow  who  were  eonatitntfon- 
ally  elected;  a  power  to  pnsiah  lie  ownmeubeie 
for  diaorderi;  behaTior,  witboot  which  there  would 
be  danser,  at  aome  period,  of  an  attar  proati"'-- 
of  all  ordco-.  The  piarded  oantlon  which  thi 
it  neceaaarj  to  Impart  to  the  Houae  power  to  _ 
itself  organiiatian  and  action  within  itaelf,  tnrelj 
did  not  mean  to  leaTe  (he  aame  Hoose  at  lib  -' 
range  in  tbe  boondleH  field  of  wild  and  Mf 


t  any  ehaK  or  OM^aaa  to  guide  ita  comae,  w 
limitation  to  reabdnit,aaTeoalTiU  own  niMa  dl^ 
oietion,  in  aoting  on  nu^ua  and  uodta  of  proceed- 
ing, locked  op  in  ila  own  boaom,  imtil  upUed  in 
Indlridnal  eaaea.  The  oorrectneaa  of  thIa  Idea  ma; 
be  atrongiy  aaforeed  by  referenee  to  the  proridon 
■a  to  poniahmant  in  oaaaa  of  impeachment;  thna  it 
la  dedared  that  pmiidimeDt  in  caaea  of  impeach- 
mest  Aall  not  extend  further  than  to  remoral  limn 
oBm,  and  dlaqnaMcation,  Ac  Now  it  wonld  be 
atraogelh*t,tntho8a«aMa  in  which  the  acoua^ioa 
waa  piebmd  by  the  Honae  and  tried  by  the  8en- 


to  be  on  oatb,  there  ahould  be  a : 
power,  and  yet,  in  the  oaaaa  of  oontempt,  in  wUoh 
the  aoouring  and  trying  body  are  tha  same,  and 
they  are  not  upon  oalh  for  thai  purpoBB,  there 
abould  be  an  nnlimited  power  of  puuiahmeot,  both 
aa  to  kind  and  amount. 

"  But  there  are  other  proriaiona  of  the  eonttitti- 
tion  wUah  bear  span  tlua  queation.    Thna^  In  the 


Id  aeetion  of  tbe  third  article,  it  is  declared 
the  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  eaaea  of  ini- 
Imient,  shall  be  by  Jury.  Now,  a  crime  baa 
been  defined  to  be  the  on^aiioa  of  aometlmiK  com- 
manded, or  tbe  commiidon  of  lomethins  pmtJbited, 
by  lav.  Unleaa  the  act  in  qnaatian  ahaS  correapond 
with  one  or  the  other  branch  of  thle  deBuliimi,  it  ia 
not  the  aobject  of  pnniahment  at  all ;  and  If  it  be, 
then  it  ia  a  crime,  and,  aa  aoch,  on^t  to  be  tried  bj 
a  jury.  But  there  ia  a  prOTirion  in  the  fifth  amend- 
ment of  the  ctmatitiition,  iriJcb  k  deemed  to  be 
eoneloalre — hiatUa;lh«tnomaari»llbe  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  propett;,  wilbont  dne  pmcea  of 
law.  TbephTBaa,dnopTOOeaBOflBW,  iabeKsredLat 
irittrmiiU,  tolmply  that  it  mnat  be  before  a  Judidal 
ooort  or  mftgiatTate ;  but  all  tbe  Judidal  power  of 
the  United  Btstaa,  except  that  stated  in  tbe  fiiat  a^ 
tide,  la  Tested  In  the  courts  of  the  UnitHi.  An  a^ 
Uieation  will  now  be  made  of  Ihla  reaaontng;  The 
Hooae  of  Commona  oondder  it  equally  a  brwach  nt 


paper,  we  shoold  not  hare' the  power  of  punlablng, 
[if  we  eierdaed  that  power  we  ahonld  ceaae  to  1^ 
Uate,)  and  why  f  Becanaethefirstamendment  »o- 
hlbita  the  paaaage  of  any  law  abiidgiog  the  freedom 
of  speech  or  of  the  pi«B;  so,  whenthefifthanMiid- 
ment  prohlMla  the  d«prlTBtiwi  of  Ufa,  liberty,  or 
property,  but  by  doe  oontse  of  law.  It  foBowa  that, 
aa  commitment  would  be  a  priTation  of  liberty,  thai 
cannot  be  dona  without  doe  coune  of  law ;  tMt  ia, 
in  a  regular  proceeding  before  a  Judkia)  tribnaaL 
It  may  be  naefbl  to  punne  tUatdea  Ibrtber.  It  has 
been  aeen  that,  in  one  cas^  the  Comaaona  baidabed 
tothelaleofSeUly;  i^  without  trial  b j  do* 
of  law,  the  Eonae  of  BepresentatiTos  can  com- 
mit, in  like  manner  may  thej  baniafa ;  and,  oairylng 
the  procev  one  st«>  further,  and  the  last,  they  nuglit, 
if  erer  tbl^  ahould  be  wild  enongh,  take  tbe  Ufo  of 
adtUen;  for  lifs  and  liberty  are  only  guarded  In  the 
same  words ;  and  if  they  oan  take  tbe  last  by  their 
own  jndgment,  in  thdr  own  ease,  ao  they  might  take 
the  first  This  proririon  In  the  fifth  amenibnent  is 
•nbatanUally  the  same  with  one  in  Magna  Gharta.  It 
is  true  that,  In  the  great  ease  of  Sr  Franda  Bnrdett 
ag^nat  Mr,  Abbott,  the  Speaker  of  the  Honae  of 
Onmmona,  when  thhi  proriaion  of  Hagna  Oharta  wna 
urged  In  a^nmeo^tbe  Oourt  attempted  to  patry  iU 
fi>ree  by  declaring  that  the  law  and  onaton  ^  Par- 
liament are  apart  of  the  kv  of  thelaod,inilslaive 
sense,  and  that  the  oipraariona,  according  to  l£» 
law  of  the  land,  and  by  due  prooen  of  law,  are,  in 
dket,  the  aame.  The  flrat  answer  to  this  is,  tlmt 
when  the  Honae  of  Conunona  imprisoned  tbe  eomisel 
for  spearing  in  an  appeal  at  their  bar,  against  & 
i^er  of  ne  Commons,  the  Lords  Toted  this  im- 


0  be 


k  transcendent  inrasion  on  th« 


right  ud  liberty  of  the  svAgect,  and  against  Hagn* 
CEarta,  the  PetiUon  of  right,  and  many  other  taws; 
riiieh  hate  prorided  thM  no  freeman  ahaU  be  int- 
prisoned  or  otherwise  restrained  of  hia  libeKj,  but 
by  dne  process  «f  law.  Again:  Those  maxima  which 
are  locked  up  in  the  bosom  of  Pai^anent,  anknowa 
to  the  peoide,  and  proclaimed  only  as  particular  oc- 
casions oocur,  can  with  no  propristy  be  eooddered 
aa  a  part  of  the  law  of  the  landj  the  characteristics 
of  which  are,  In  every  point,  the  contrast  of  thia 
law  and  custom  of  Parliament  The  law  of  tbe 
land,  instead  of  bdng  looked  up  in  the  boaom  of  lb« 
legi^tor.  is  made  Imown  to  tlie  people ;  and,  ior- 
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■Ml  of  MoriitiBg  of  ft  wt  of  bMtf  frtgineuU  or  SBa- 


ar,ltc( 


tsof 


aLipriitan^  tlMTM< 
parte  of  Um  p«o^,  1 
Bted  or  pnUbUad  to  tl 


MotkcUoD,  not  apantGng  their  forc« 
iadSridod  ctaM,  but  mppljlog  to  the  whola  oommn- 
liij.  Bu  there  U  yet  anotber  innm  to  thl»  idea, 
vfaicbiideeBedoaiietaBTe:  If itTerefttrugnment 
■k«  tdnutled  that  this  law  of  PerOuMiit  WM  *  part 
otAe  law  of  (he  land  In  En^and,  It  woold  be  part 
sf  the  commoD  law.  How,  It  1*  not  pntended  that 
iha  cmsnon  law  belonge  to  the  United  Statai,  aa 
nch ;  nay,  the  omtiarj  haa  been  aolemnly  adJQ^fBd, 
paitiMhri;  in  i«fei«ioe  to  the  penal  part  of  that  aja- 
Icn.  This  power  Uaometlmn  attempted  to  be  «up- 
pottsd  by  eomparing  it  to  that  exerdaed  by  eoort* 
ud Slate  L^iUtwca;  Mlt  ngardi  the  oooiti  of 
the  atatea,  »iaMMigfc  it  {«  an  atMmialy,  it  ia  clahned 
■pen  Iha  poand  Just  diacMMed,  aa  a  put  of  the  com- 
tMtt  law,  lAidi,  b  haabean  aeea,  dMa  not  belong 
u  the  United  State*,  m  nch.  Aa  it  lenidi  tbe 
^  they  nre  tbe  depodtorlM  of  all 
j^eo^,  irtdeh  are  not  otherwlat 

it  vai  inieoded  l«  define  the  paiticnlar  powera  which 
togMber  they  ihonld  poMen  aa  the  Federal  Legiila- 
tart^  and  ako  tboM  powera  which  ilwiiild  belong  to 
•MbaMMaepantely.  Tbeeiamideaf  theUidted 
StBtMCDOitaHagalnrttbeargiuaeiit;  for  Oongreaa 
Imi.hj  iiiiiiiaiiiiiai  lniiiiit,£liiiiilliiiiiii  iiiiiiiti  [iimii 
lofiMaJtlfanprtNnfbrooDtenipt,  which  woold  bare 
been  wboDr  nagalory  if  they  poneaed  it  befot«. 

"irit  ibonld^  aiked  whetberthetwo  Hdnaeaof 
Coapai  an  to  ait  at  tlie  metej  of  over;  intnuki 
■b>  thBoaea  to  inanlt  them  witiiout  power  to  puniah 
UB,ihe  auiwot  !■  aioaidy  one.  In  tbe  flrtt  place, 
tlieic  it  Dtt  teaaonable  probaiUlity  of  tncb  a  Tloleot 
bmcfa  of  deeonun  being  waotoidy  committed ;  but 
u  it  ii  a  poarflile,  thooKb  extreme,  case,  it  will  be 
BM  bj  ihowing  a  rerr  nmpte  and  obTioos  remedy. 
The  chaBbeia  in  whieb  the  two  houaea  ait  are  imder 
'  lUr  ucfauire  eontioL  Tliey  an  aathoriied  to  e»- 
UiA  the  rvlet  ol  their  proceedlogti,  and  to  appoint 
lUrt&an;  it  is  competent,  then,  for  them  to  de- 
dtM  by  Iheir  nlea  who  ahaU  and  who  shall  not  be 
idBltedvltbintheirchemberB.  It  ia  eqoally  within 
■bar  power  to  pnt  out  uj  person  who  may  CMidnet 
iota  faulacoionsly;  acocw^Dgly,  by  oao  of  the 
niet  of  the  Honae  ofB^resentBtiTM,  it  is  proridad 
Iki^  in  eaae  of  any  disturbance  or  diaordarly  oon- 
doct  in  tbe  galkriee  or  lobby,  the  Speaker  or  Chair- 
ua  of  tb«  Com^ttee  of  tbe  Whole  shall  hare  pow- 
stemder  thosametobeclsMed.  For  that  pu^>o»e 
■«  ars  fnmiabed  with  oIBcots,  such  u  a  »erg«ant«t- 
atoa,  doorkeeper,  Ac,  wboee  daty  It  Is  to  execute 
1^  warrants  and  orders  of  the  fionae,  and  to  pre- 
•nre  etder  when  neeeaaan.  This,  then,  la  a  {Sain 
tad  sdeqaats  remedy  br  the  remoTal  of  aueh  Inler- 


tapoos  aa  obstncta  the  progreaa 
mj  tUng  slss,  1st  ths  ofending  party  be  proiecaied 
mthej^idal  tribonalt;  ot  itiscompelonc  to  Con- 
ptm  to  make  legialatlre  proriaioa  if  it  wera  thought 

"  Tbe  aaaw  aandona  writer  from  whom  qnota- 
^oof  bars  alreo^  been  made,  holda  tliit  language ; 
'Wenowqaesdoo tbe  doctrine  of  a  powerln  the 
C*n«on*  of  imprisoning  for  any  thing  bat  what 
nofs  praceedlDgs  of  the  Hooae,  and  is  done  in 
Out  HoBM.'  Sack  is  the  doubt  expressed,  eren 
ia  idation  to  the  omnipotent  Britiah  Farila- 
■eat  Tbemlnortty  of  tbe  committee  bold  the 
tias  ptindple,  in  K&rcnee    to  the  two   Bouiet 


of  Congreaa  to  be  this :  They  may  remove  any  dia> 
order  or  diatnrbance  within  their  reqtectlTe  clum- 
bers, to  as  to  pnrent  any  obstrncUon  to  the  piog> 
rsM  of  their  bntiaesi,  but  ttaej  have  not  the  power 
of  imprisontng  for  oontempt.  But  If  tbe;  bad  this 
power,  lUH  It  could  not  be  extended  to  embntce  soy 
case  beyond  their  own  chambers ;  for  if  it  were, 
where  woold  be  the  limit!  f  The  court,  in  the  case 
cf  AnderBon  vl.  Dunn,  give  the  anjrwer:  they  say 
that  they  know  no  bounds  to  the  proceee  of  tlua 
House  for  contempt  but  those  of  the  United  States. 
This  principle  they  cannot  admit  to  bs  correct. 
Tremendoua  woold  be  that  powo'  which  oonld  drag 
before  it  any  cltiian,  from  HaiDe  to  Florida,  and 
pudsh  him  fiv  a  contempt,  of  which  tbe  side  niterion 
wonU  be  the  discretica  of  the  power  poniabing, 
Tbsy  would  ftirther  state  tliat,  to  mslirtsin  the  pow- 
er in  this  oasa  woold  be  to  asanme  a  sttonger  ground 
than  that  eren claimed bj courts;  for,  snptMse  that 
a  witness  had  been  summoned  to  attuid  a  court,  and 
after  having  deposed,  shonld  be  aasaulted  upon  the 
court  ghiund,  but  so  aa  not  to  disturb  the  court, 
and  not  in  reUtion  to  bla  evidence ;  nay,  suppose 
that  a  Judge  bimsel^  after  the  u^oumment  at  hi* 
court,  sboiild  be  assaulted,  not  in  relation  to  his  ot 
fldal  conduct,  but  upon  some  personal  qoarrel, 
would  it  be  contended  that  the  {nvceas  of  contempt 
would  Ua  In  either  of  these  casee  r  It  la  believed 
that  it  would  not ;  if  so,  the  power  in  question  can> 
not  be  maintained,  even  by  analogy  to  that  of 


to-day,  b  the  caae  of  Buasel  Jarvia,  but  which  may 
be  the  oaaa  of  any  cidxen  in  the  Union. 

"  Under  the  influence  of  these  considerations, 
they  recommend  the  following  reaolotiOD : 

"lUt^iml,  That  it  ianat  competent  to  the  House 
of  Bepreseotstives  to  puniah  Bussel  Jarvls  for  the 
ananlt  upon  the  private  secrelair  of  the  President, 
*a  ft>r  a  oontempt  to  the  Houie. 

[Both  of  the  abovo  reports  were  ordered  to 
lie  apon  the  table.] 

Zand  Olaimi  m  Florida. 

A  bill  from  Qio  Senate,  ■npplementary  to  the 
BBTersl  acts  fbr  the  settlement  of  FrivaU  Land 
Olaima  In  Florida,  was  rekd,  snd  oonadtted  In 
Oommittee  of  the  Whole. 

Vr.  Wbrb  said,  it  had  been  Us  doty,  soma 
years  since,  when  he  held  tbe  ofBoe  of  Oom- 
misaloiier.  nnder  tbe  Florida  Trea^,  to  devote 
oonndoraUe  attoitiaa  to  the  varioiu  laws  of 
the  UiJted  State*  proTlding  for  the  a^natment 
tyt  private  land  daboi,  as  well  as  to  toe  ralid- 
itj  of  Spanish  land  tiller  He  felt  it  dne  to 
himseU;  and  to  the  Eonae,  to  make  some  ex- 
planation, more  in  detul  than  he  had  done 
when  the  bill  was  nnder  oonsideralion  befbre. 
This  bill,  he  sidd,  wss  reported  in  the  Senate, 
and  received  the  sonotion  of  tbe  otnnmittee  of 
pabllo  and  private  land  claims — was  amended 
on  tiie  motion  of  two  members  of  the  Jndi- 
oiarT  Oommittee,  Jostlj  distingdahed  for  their 
legia  learning,  and  finally  passed  that  body, 
sAer  a  disoossion  of  three  d^s.  That  enli^t- 
enod  branch  of  the  KBtional  Legislature,  and 
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thoee  eminent  IttwTera,  rappoied  that  the  inter- 
est and  lights  of  the  United  States  were  cav- 
tiomlj  goarded,  and  unplj'  protected,  bj  its 
proviKoiis.  Two  bUls,  less  oppresaive  to  the 
clumants,  at  the  two  iast  seesionB  of  Oongrees, 
passed  the  HonBe  of  BepTesentativeg.  I  coold 
not,  therefore,  antioipate  any  obj'ectioa  to  this 
bill,  when,  bj  the  indnlgenoe  of  the  Hoose,  it 
was  called  np  before ;  and  time  was  not  then 
afforded  to  replf  to  the  argoments  and  ins' 
tions  that  the  QoTemment  waa  not  sufficiently 
protected,  in  the  mode  of  trial  provided  bj  the 
seotions  which  referred  a  particolar  claiss  of 
claims  to  the  Jndioiarj  for  adindication.  Sir, 
I  never  have  saked,  nor  wished  anv  thing  bnt  a 
ftur  and  impartial  examination  and  deciMoti  of 
those  claims,  I  have  never  sought  any  thing 
bnt  an  hon^  fulfilment  of  the  ^pnlationa  i^ 
the  Treat;  between  Spain  and  the  United 
States.  Ilie  only  inteKst  I  have,  or  feel,  is 
that  of  a  Reprewntative,  solicitous  for  the 
honor  and  good  fUth  of  this  Oovemment,  and 
the  secnrity  of  the  rights  of  propertj  of  the 
inhabitants  transferred  to  ns.  I  ^tpeal  to  the 
members  of  the  committees,  who  nave  been 
charged  with  the  oonaideration  of  these  daima, 
to  saj  whether  I  have  not  always  urged  such  a 
bill  as  woold  ezclade  all  frandolent  titles,  and 
provide  for  the  confirmation  of  those  foimded 
on  eqoitj,  and  embraced  b^  the  treaty.  If  this 
bill  does  more  for  the  Spanish  grantees  than  we 
are  morally  and  legally  bonnd  to  do,  let  it  be 
BO  modified  as  to  accomplish  the  object. 

The  eighth  article  of  the  treaty  m  snbstance 
stipulates  that  the  United  States  shall  confirm 
to  the  claimants  their  titles  to  the  same  extent 
that  Sp^  would  have  ratified  them,  if  the 
provinces  had  not  been  ceded  to  ns.  The  obli- 
gation imposed  by  this  treaty  cannot  be  denied 
or  evaded.  The  quo  modo  of  eiecating  it  is 
left  to  the  wisdom  of  this  Government.  " 
must  be  by  legislation,  or  a  tribnnal  must 
OTj^ized  to  decide  what  is  public  and  what 
private  property.  To  make  the  decision  final 
and  conclosive,  an  appeal  most  be  given  to  the 
Supreme  Coart.  A  leg^ative  act  to  divert  a 
right  secured  by  treatj  would  be  naoonstitu- 
tional.  Any  a^ndication  which  an  act  of  Con- 
gress would  declare  final,  without  an  appeal  to 
the  Bnpreme  Court,  would  be  aa  unjust  as  it 
would  be  inefibctuaL  Whenever  the  United 
States,  or  any  one  oliuming  nnder  them,  takes 
poBseswon,  the  claimant  can  assert  his  nght  in 
conrt,  and  have  bis  title  jadicislly  investigated. 
To  decide  these  oluma,  Boards  of  Commission- 
era  have  been  orsanized,  with  limited  powers, 
and  all  titles  to  the  extent  of  8,600  acres  have 
been  confirmed,  which  were  decided  by  them 
to  be  valid.  That  there  are  valid  grants  to  a 
larger  quantity  of  land,  no  one  can  deny. 
That  the  oblig^lon  to  ratify  larse  as  well  as 
small  grants  is  imposed  on  the  Umted  States,  is 
a  proportion  too  obvious  to  be  questioned. 
The  grants,  snbmitted  to  the  Judiciary  by  this 
bill,  have  been,  with  a  few  exceptions,  favor- 
ably  reported   by  the    CommisaioneiA.     Six 


[Mat,  1828. 

years  have  elapsed  since  tlie  enrrender  of  the 
Floridas,  and  nothing  has  been  d<me. 

These  titles,  as  I  before  had  oocaaion  to  re- 
mark, depend  on  the  local  ordinances  of  a  for- 
eign Government,  whose  civil  Jurisprudence  in 
its  origin  and  present  conformation,  is  entirely 
different  from  our  own,  and  whose  land  aystem 
is  lui  gtnerU.  Can  this  House  or  its  oommit- 
tees  understand  these  titles!  Sir,  we  might  as 
well  dismiss  all  our  Auditors,  Comptrollers, 
and  Jndges,  and  ondertake  to  give  opinions 
MTiatim  \ipQa  all  the  accounts  arising  out  of 
the  varions  and  complex  relations  of  t£is  Gov- 
ernment. Congress  would  be  tmly  the  Aula 
Xefri*  of  the  nation ;  we  ahould  have  a  consoli- 
dation of  all  the  diviaons  of  power,  and  the 
idea  of  checks  in  the  difierent  departments 
would  be  exploded.  What  figore  womd  a  com- 
mittee of  Congress  make  in  the  decision  of  laud 
tities  in  Kentucky  mider  the  compact  with  Vir- 
ginia, and  the  nnmeroos  statutes  of  both 
States !  They  must,  of  course,  find  themselvca 
more  ombarrBssed  in  relation  to  titiesj  the  ori- 
gin, progress,  and  completion  of  whicn  are  en- 
tirely difierent  from  oar  own,  I  consider  that 
a  bad  title  has  almost  as  good  a  chance  aa  b 
good  one.  Since  I  have  had  the  honor  of  a 
seat  here,  I  have  seen  favorable  reports  on 
claims  neither  supported  by  law  nor  equity,  and 
unfavorable  upon  those  sustained  by  botii. 
The  United  States  have  confirmed  nearly  a  mil- 
lion of  acres  of  land  held  nnder  British  titles 
in  the  States  of  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  to 
which  I  think  it  can  be  demonstrated  that 
there  is  no  color  of  titie.  These  granta,  if  they 
had  been  referred  to  the  Supreme  Court,  woold 
have  been  sll  rejected.  There  are  titles  of  the 
same  deBCTij)tion  to  at  least  a  million  of  acres 
in  the  Territory  I  represent.  The  commisaon- 
ers  of  West  Florida  made  auoh  a  report  upon 
them  that  no  one  who  ever  read  it  nas  advo- 
cated these  clums.  They  were  endeavored  to 
be  supported  by  flimsy  and  nnsatisfactory  expo- 
sitions of  national  law,  wholly  inapplicable  to 
them.  Notwithstanding  these  errors,  we  are 
told  we  ought  to  go  on  in  the  same  course,  be- 
cause it  is  nnbecoming  our  dignity  to  be  sued  I 
Sir,  I  think  it  more  consonant  with  onr  dignitj 

discharge  our  treaty  of  obligation,  and  save 
the  public  domain  by  a  spee^,  impartial  de- 
cision, than  to  display  this  affectation  of  aov- 
ereign  consequence  when  Just  claimants  are 
postponed  in  their  rights,  and  the  public  lands 
wasted  by  improvident  legislation.  Sir,  I  do 
not  cononr  eiuier  in  the  act  or  the  inference 
from  it.  This  bill  does  not  authorize  a  snit 
ag^st  the  State :  it  only  proposes  the  means 
of  ascertaining  the  validity  of  a  grant  in  s 
court  of  the  United  States.  The  settlement  of 
every  account  at  the  Treasury  is  as  much  a  snit 
agdnat  the  United  States  aa  this  bill  author- 
izes. The  accounting  ofBcers  are  required  to 
adjust  and  pay  the  cl^ma  ag^nst  the  Govern- 
ment, provided  for  by  law.  This  bill  refers 
claims  nnder  a  treaty,  which  is  the  snpreme 
different  tribonal  for  settiement.    la 
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the  one  taee,  uditora,  eomptrollen,  and  seo- 
reuries,  pronoimoe,  and  in  the  other,  judges 
ni*ke  the  decirioiis.  There  is  no  distiuctioa  in 
Ksoo  or  in  fact — a  GoTflnunent  roast  aot 
IbroDgfa  the  >g^<7  of  its  officers,  jndioial  or 
nnniiteriaL  The  gentleman  from  IvOiuHiaiui 
(Hi,  Gdzlit)  has  argned  that  no  act  of  l^iila- 
ttoD  ia  necessary  to  enable  the  daimanta  to  in- 
Mitnla  salts  for  the  trial  of  their  titles.  With< 
out  stoppiiig  to  Inqmre  how  &r  an  ocllion 
igiuitst  a  mere  traspuser,  withont  pretense  of 
i^it,  would  iHiid  the  TTaited  States,  it  appears 
U  me,  if  hia  argument  be  ooireot,  it  is  more 
fenible  than  any  I  conld  employ,  why  this  bill 
dnnld  pase.  The  United  8tat«a  to  be  bonnd 
bj  ID  a  parU  Jodicial  decision,  agiunBt  a  nom- 
inai  defendant,  to  the  amount  of  a  million  of 
ures  of  laud  I  This  would  be  strange,  indeed, 
ST.  How  much  better  is  it  to  hare  a  £ur  issue 
taken  by  the  Government  and  the  claimant ; 
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deeid&  and  boUi  represented  by  connseL 

It  toe  nut  is  not  snoh  ss  tids  Government 
rtipiilated  to  oonfinn  nnder  the  treaty,  it  is  a 
pirt  <rf  the  pablio  domain  ceded  by  it  The 
GoTirnment  will  neither  survey  and  sell,  nor 
ptnoit  the  claimants  to  do  so.  If  a  sale  were 
nude  by  tiiem,  the  title  would  of  conrse  be 
ntjcct  to  litigation  before  the  Indicia!  tribonals 
rf  the  wmntiy.  The  United  States  wonld  sell 
to  1  claimant,  who  wonld  calculate  the  issue  of 
■  prolneUd  lawsuit,  and  give  a  correaponding 
diminution  in  price,  and  they  wonld  be  suliiject 
to  the  impntation  of  having  been  faithless  in 
ibe  tiecntion  of  their  treaty,  in  not  having  pro- 
tiM  f<^  a  decision  before  they  asserted  the 
right  of  diepoBing  of  the  land. 

It  nuy  not  be  unprofitable  to  take  a  review 
of  tbe  history  of  onr  l^islation  on  this  snb- 
jraL  The  Utatj  by  which  Ixmisiana  was  ac- 
qtiired,  imposed  on  onr  Ciovemnient  the  dnty 
tt  nlitjwg  all  claims  derived  from  the  :EVencn 
in]  gpani^  Governments.  To  fulfil  this  stip- 
nlitioQ,  this  Government  ofganized  a  loul 
tfflnmiidnn,  with  limited  powers,  and  con- 
fnncd  thur  reports  on  small  grants.  The 
lir^  concenions  and  grants  were  referred  to 
CoogntB.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry  made 
t  report  assnming  one  leagne  square  as  the 
liiut  of  tbe  power  of  a  Governor,  and  Oon- 
ptn  confirmed  to  that  ertent.  It  was  very 
•MO  awerlained  that  this  was  an  arbitrary 
hmit  fixed  npon  by  him,  and  nnsupported  by 
Kj  ordinance  of  either  Govenanen^  unless  it 
*>s  an  antiqnated  and  exploded  one  of  the 
I'rench  Ooremment,  nnder  whicb  few  of  the 
titles  irav  held.  In  fact,  it  was  ascertained 
tl>>!  the  Secretary  did  not^  and  conld  not  nn- 
Jjtstand  the  subject,  from  tbe  venr  limited 
i^euu  of  information  before  him.  The  clsims 
ornthis  arbitrsry  quantity  have  remwned  nn- 
■$uttd  for  twenty  j^ears,  with  the  exception 
«  » few  which  occamonally  find  favor  in  this 
Home,  by  the  tkvorable  report  of  a  committee, 
«ho  ooDstme  dvil  Iftw  titjea  by 
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rales,  and  recommend  a  confirmation.  The  re- 
mainder bave  snfibred  all  the  angnish  of  hope 
deferred,  and  worn  ont  the  grMter  part  of 
their  lives  in  nnprodnctive  petitions  and  nn- 
avuline  supplication.  The  claimants  have  pe- 
titioned, the  Legislature  has  memorialized,  the 
Governor  has  denounced  Uie  ii^nstioe,  and  the 
President  has  called  on  Congress  to  execute  in 
ttood  fiiith  our  treaties.  Notwithstanding  this 
formidable  array,  the  clums  of  Louisiana  re- 
main tmadjnsted.  If  this  simple  question  is 
pot  to  an/  honest  man^  if  this  claim  be  good, 
ought  it  not  to  be  confirmed?  he  wonld  answer 
yes.  If  It  be  bad,  onght  it  not  to  be  rejeotedt 
the  answer  wonld  be  in  tbe  nfErmative.  Now, 
sir,  who  is  so  competent  to  decide  whether 
these  claims  are  good  or  bad,  valid  or  invalid, 
as  a  court  learned  in  the  laws  nnder  which  it 
was  derived  and  oonsummated,  familiar  from 
long  practice  with  snch  questions,  and  having 
access  to  the  records  and  books  necessary  to 
give  the  information !  But,  say  some  gentle- 
men, we  cannot  trust  questions  of  such  magni- 
tude to  the  courts.  Sir,  this  intimation  is  ea 
derogatory  to  our  national  character,  as  it  is 
unjust  to  that  pure  and  enlightened  department 
of  our  GoVenmient.  The  judiciary,  the  depos- 
itory of  the  power  that  protects  life,  lil>erty, 
and  property,  the  constitutional  arbiter  of  the 
powers  of  the  co-ordinate  departments,  not  to 
be  trusted  with  a  decision  of  meam  gnd  tuvm 
fbr  a  few  thousand  acres  of  land  I  The  idea  is 
unworthy  of  serious  refutation.  The  sugges- 
tion is  not  only  disreputable  and  absurd,  bnt  it 
is  ineS'ectiial  as  a  pretence  for  opposing  this 
bUl.  Suppose  the  United  States  renise  to  con- 
firm or  to  pass  a  law  authorizing  the  trial  of 
such  a  claim  as  that  of  the  Boron  de  Bastrop, 
in  Louisiana,  or  John  Forbes  &  Co.  in  Florida. 
So  long  as  they  do  not  act,  the  cMmants  are 
kept  off,  or  rather  I  should  say,  cannot  find  a 

Clace  on  whicb  to  put  their  lerer.  If  tbe 
Wted  States  survey  or  sell  ten,  twenty,  or  fifty 
thousand  acres  of  this  land,  is  there  any  power 
in  this  Government  to  prevent  those  claimants 
ftom  bringing  suits  to  try  the  validity  of  their 
tities  against  the  purchasers  nnder  the  United 
States  ?  There  is  not  It  is  only  by  a  fwlnre 
to  aot  that  those  claimants  are  pr^ndioed. 

A  suit  ia  then  instituted  against  a  purchaser, 
who  does  not  care  for  the  result,  becanae,  hav- 
ing the  patent  of  the  Government,  he  has  a 
clMm  for  indemnity  if  he  loses.  A  collusion 
might  take  place  between  the  claimants  and 
this  purchaser,  by  which  tbe  interest  of  the 
Government  might  be  compromitted.  It  is 
manifest,  fi-om  this  view  of  the  subject,  that 
the  United  States  make  a  great  sacrifice  by  sell- 
ing, when  there  is  an  nnac^usted  title  to  the 
same  land.  When  the  ssle  is  effected,  a  suit, 
under  most  unpropitious  circnmstances,  will  be 
carried  on  agunst  their  purchaser,  by  which 
they  are  bonnd.  How  much  better  is  it 
whether  we  consult  policy,  prindple,  or  good 
faith,  to  have  the  investigation  f^ly  made,  the 
ri^t  judicially  detemuned,  before  we  place  ■ 
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irbioh  is  not  to  be  foond  in  an;  other ;  it  pro- 
videa  for  a  otofinnation  to  the  aame  exteot 
that  the  ^laniah  Government  wonld  have  rati- 
fied the  titlee.  In  reltrfdon  to  theae,  ve  have 
also  organized  a  Board  of  Commisdonerg  with 
United  powerti,  and  required  them  to  report 
1h«r  opiniona,  nppn  all  over  their  joriedjotion, 
to  Ooi^^reea.  Thia  haa  been  done  in  part, 
I  here,  two  jean  ago,  I  asked  a 
oonSmtation  of  all  duma  which  had  reoeiTed 


Vhea  r  oame  here,  two  jean  ago,  I  asked  a 
oonSmtation  of  all  duma  which  had  reoeiTed 
the  favorable  reoommendatioD  of  the  Oommia- 
uonera.  This  was  denied.  There  was  no  pre- 
cedent. I  than  solicited  an  examination  and 
oonfiimation  of  snoh  as  should  be  approved. 
This  ooold  not  be  done  fbr  vant  of  tune.  I 
then  petitioned  a  reference  of  them  to  the 
courts.  This  was  agreed  to  in  the  Konse  of 
BepreeentatiTei,  and  refused  in  the  Senate.  I 
then  endeavored  to  find  ont  what  wonld  meet 
the  views  of  the  Senate,  and  learned  that  the; 
preferred  a  great  oommiHion  to  ait  here  at 
Washington,  nnder  our  anporiaon,  to  decide 
all  the  clums,  I  agreed,  so  far  as  mj  oonstitn- 
enta  were  concerned,  to  sabmit  thdr  rights  to 
this  Board.  The  sabjeot  wu  dieonaaed,  varions 
ol^ections  started,  "  Chimeras  and  gorBOns 
dire"  conjnred  up.  The  eommiawon  wonld  not 
do,  but  the  courts  woold.  The  Jadiciar;,  that 
could  not  be  trusted  last  jear,  can  be  at  this 
time,  and  what  thej  resolved  last  Year  in  the 
Senwte,  has  been  reversed  this,  ana  thej  send 
tUs  bill'  We  are  now  called  npon  to  r^eot  it ; 
althoogh  we  passed  it  two  yean  ago.  Iflm^be 
permitted  to  bcHTOw  an  illustration  from  a  &ble 
we  have  sU  read— it  miff  be  play  to  some,  but 
death  to  m^  constituentfl.  It  is  not  so  mooh  a 
matter  of  importance  how  the  deoiuons  are 
made,  as  it  is  that  thej  shall  be  made.  The 
general  effect  is  the  SHue  npon  the  conntry. 
U  the  land  is  decreed  to  belong  to  the  United 
Ststea,  the  Oovemment  will  s^  it ;  if  it  be- 
long to  indlvidoal  grantees,  thej  will  sell  or 
onlBvate  it.  60  long  as  it  is  suspended  in  thia 
w^,  it  is  Uke  the  miser's  treasnre,  nfielesa  to 
himaelf  and  the  world.  I  did  not  rise  to  go 
into  thia  debate  so  fully.  I  have  not  time  to 
go  into  it  at  length,  at  this  late  period  of  the 
■esdon,  I  entreat  the  Mends  of  uie  bill  not  to 
discnas  it  flirtlm.  The  House,  I  am  sore,  un- 
derstand it  ftallj.  I  will  only  enresa  my  sur- 
prise that  the  gcmtloDaii  from  Louisiana  o^ 
poses  tiiis  bill  with  so  mnoh  ceaL  I  bi^d  m 
my  hand  a  memorial  of  the  Lepslatnre  of  his 
State,  I  believe  unanlmonaly  adopted,  urging 
the  neceedty  of  a  reference  of  their  olaitns  to 
the  Jndioiary. 

[Here  Mr.  Wnrrx  read  two  extracts  from  the 
memorial.] 

The  diversity  of  opinion  between  that  gen- 
tleman and  the  Legialatore  of  his  State  may 
arise  &om  the  fact,  that  there  are  in  his  district 
a  nmnber  of  these  tmsetUed  clums)  covered  by 
ooonpanta,  who  have  neither  titles  from  the 


Rvntees  dot  the  United  States.  The  longer 
Uiey  keep  out  the  olaimaota,  tbe  stronger  tlM^ 
right  of  preaoription  becomes,  and  neitlker  the 
Government  nor  the  grantees  derive  any  benefit 
from  the  land. 

I  know  that  some  of  n^  oonstitn«ntB  havd 
lands  within  that  gentleman's  district,  irhich 
must  come  to  trial  at  some  day.  It  is  in  vun 
that  hopea  are  entertuned  Uiit  the  time  is  to 
be  procrastinated  much  loiwer.  It  ia  better 
now  to  have  a  decision,  by  which  all  naoertain- 
ty  will  be  remove^  and  permanent  improre- 
ments  be  b^[un.  The  gentleman  is  oppiwed  to 
a  deoifflon  by  the  courts,  but  has  done  me  the 
honor  to  say  be  would  1>e  willing  to  sab- 
mit the  elums  to  my  decision.  I  tiiank  him 
for  the  flatteritig  estimate  he  has  been  pleased 
to  place  upon  my  character  and  competency ; 
but  if  I  have,  in  the  office  I  filled  noder  iSat 
Government,  or  ka  any  other  capacity,  been  so 
fortmiate  as  to  propitiate  the  good  opinifxi  <rf 
this  HoDse,  or  any  tKirtion  of  it,  I  beg  to  make 
that  character  useful  to  toy  eonetatneats  by  a 
solemn  BMorance  to  it  that  tins  bill  ccoitidna 
every  protection  for  the  interests  of  the  Gov- 
ernment, and  is  the  only  eatiAJactoiy  mode  in 
which  these  claims  can  be  settled.  I  will  only 
make  one  further  remark,  which  is  persoDal  to 
myself.  It  has  been  inmnnated  out  of  doors, 
that  I  am  largely  interested  in  the  dums  to  be 
B4}ndio«ted  in  the  courts  under  this  act,  if  it 
should  become  a  law.  Whether  this  has  been 
invented  here,  or  sent  In  intddiaas  lett«ra  to 
members  of  this  Hoose,  I  do  not  know  ;  I  here 
prononnce,  in  my  place,  the  innnnatioD  or 
ohai^  wholly  destitato  of  fbnndation.  I  am 
□eitiier  directly  nor  indirectly,  privately  nor 
profesnonally,  interested  in  a  smgle  olum.  If  1 
were  interested  in  every  one,  it  is  no  oljection 
to  the  bill ;  we  ask  an  impartial  trial,  and  not 
a  confirmation.  Whether  I  shall  or  shall  not 
be  counsel  for  any  of  these  duman^  ia  a  mat- 
ter for  them  and  myself,  and  certainly  haa  no 
betuing  on  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  biU, 
which  I  trust  will  pass. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading. 

[Hr.  Gdblbt  opposed  the  bill  in  the  form  in 
which  it  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  and 
earnestly  endeavored  to  have  it  ammded  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  aetUoneat  of  the 
daims  to  0<Migrees,  and  not  to  the  Judidary, 
but  withont  soooeaa.] 


UoBDAT,  Hay  10. 

Mr,  Wiozuna,  from  the  committee  on  the 
sal^ect  of  a  retrenchment  in  the  expenditures 
of  the  Government,  reported,  in  pert,  a  joint 
resolution,  in  relation  to  the  manner  of  exe- 
cuting the  printing  ordered  by  dther  House  ot 
Oon^resa ;  which  was  twioe  read. 

In  support  of  it,  he  made  a  few  remarka,  and 
exhibited  a  piint^  documei^  to  show  the  aav 
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Rilitf  to  SaOnoit. 


itgflut  woaU  rcaott  to  the  United  StatM  from 
unnr  it  printed  ins  more  oomp«otfonn.  He 
nfand  to  die  inoonrenienoe  of  eearohing 
braogfa  ft  nnmber  <tf  vidnmes  of  EiecntiTe 
Kramanieationa  to  Bnd  a  pulicDlar  report  fnan 
toeof  tba  Deparbnents. 
Vr.  Siataa,  of  Neir  ToA,  obeerring  Out  tbii 


B  preaent  mode  of  exeeoting  the 
[nblie  [sintinft  and  wiahinc  ftirther  time  for 

-■■-'--*' sdtoJaylt 

iiled,andtli 
]ai  ^wn  the  taUe  aeomdinglf. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  KoDunn,  the  Honw  took 

m  tbe  Mnt  reeolutioii  grantjng  to  Ohariea  Osr- 

X  CarroDhm,  aole  aorrinng  rigner  of  the 


tt  WM  MfaMOiNntlj  read  a  third  tune,  passed, 
■td  mt  to  the  Senate  for  oononrrenoe. 

Ddamar*  Srtaheatw, 
Oa  moti(»  of  Hx.  8Diimux&  the  Howe 
thtn  vent  into  Oranmittee  of  Om  Whole  <»i  the 
itate  af  the  XTnioB,  and  took  np  the  linll  from 
&«  Senate  making  appropriatiiMU  to  oom- 
DMBM  the  erectioQ  of  a  breakirater  in  Deln- 
wtnBkf. 

Hr.  SoTBXZUKD  dedared  his  readiness  to 
^*e  la;  neoeaearr  explanations,  vhen  the  hill 
^Mild  come  into  tiie  Honse, 

Xr.  Gum  called  for  the  reading  of  the  re- 
port ol  ttw  eonunittee  in  this  case. 

Mr.  SnuufK  in  nplj  to  tbi*  oall,  said, 
that  the  npar^  doeomenta,  and,  in  Reneral,  all 
the  ioAdMCloii  on  the  ancjeot  of  this  impor- 
buM  aatioaal  vorL  bad  been  effected  and  pnb- 
ligiMd  in  a  pamphle^  intended  to  be  placed  in 
the  hnda  of  di  the  ntembers.  He  luul  hoped 
that  a  «op7  had  been  hndahed  to  the  member 
fru  Georgia,  Qtr.  OiufD.)  If  that  waa  not 
the  CHB  iw  (Mr.  B.)  would  give  him  his  copj, 
where  he  vooU  find  the  report.  He  (obmitted 
b>  Urn  (Mr.  Guiob)  whethw,  mider  these  oir- 
nrm-taimwi  be  wonld  oeei^f  the  time  of  the 
eowMitlee  m  haviog  the  re^cvt  read  t 

Mr.  GiucBS  therwqMin  withdrew  his  call  for 
the  rcadiv  of  tbe  report,  and  the  bill  waa  laid 
■Ma. 

Oanal  land  Orant  to  Ohio. 

na  ooomtttee,  on  motlMi  of  Mr.  Ibaokb, 
took  ap  dte  bill  granting  a  qnanti^  of  land  to 
tta  Btate  (tf  Ohkk  to  aid  in  the  eimatrDotion  of 
fte  ciMla  aothorlaed  hf  laws  <rf  that  State. 

Mr.  Ttno>  moved  to  aroend  the  UU  bj 
KAiBg  oat  "600,000  Borea,"  and  inserting 
"LlOOiOOO,"  and  dtfended  the  amendment  by 
itfariag  b>  nndlar  graata  made  to  the  State  of 
Tiii.i^      7})0  amendment  waa  negatired. 

On  BOtioD  of  Mr.  HoLxur,  tM  committee 
IW  ptoeeeded  to  consider  the  bill  to  aid  the 


State  of  Ohio  in  extending  the  Miami  Oand 
from  Barton  to  Lake  Erie. 

Mr.  IbBOKK  arged  the  proprietj'  of  passing 
this  bill.    It  waa  uen  Md  amae. 

Zand  Grant  to  Aiahama, 

31ie  committee  then  proceeded  to  consider 

the  bill  granting  certain  relinqniabed  and  muut' 

propiiated  lan^  to  the  State  of  Alabama,  fSr 


Mr.  IbBOXB  mored  the  fallowing  amend- 
ment which  he  had  been  directed  to  offer  Ytj 
the  OoDunittee  of  Boads  and  Oanals : 

To  strike  out  the  word  "  and  "  from  the  last 
line  of  the  6th  section,  and  add  the  fbllowlng 
olanse: 


diereoo,  may  recManeitd,  and  the  Prerident  ol 
United  Btatea  amrore,  prorided  that  such  [dan  ahaU 
~_k_..  w— i.—i-i-^ioonnectlon  of  thenaTi — 
the  said  fanproTementi.'' 

Mr.  GcjiKB  inqnired  what  relief  had  been 
granted  to  settiers  on  vacant  lands  in  Alabama. 

lit.  MaxoxB  answered  the  inqnirr,  but  re- 
minded the  gentleman  from  Qeoivia  that  this 
bill  proposed  to  give  tiiem  no  addiuonal  relief 
and  only  refeir^  to  what  had  been  done,  aa 
being  necesBBrr  to  a  description  of  tie  lands 
refened  to.  A  steamboat  naTigation  existed 
both  aboTe  and  below  the  Mnscle  Shoals.  The 
canal  necessary  to  aToid  that  obstmotion  would 
be  thirty  milea  in  length,  and  all  the  committee 
wished  to  secnre  was^  that  it  sboold  be  of  snch 
dlmenaiona  as  wonld  admit  the  steamboat  navi- 
gation to  continne. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to,  and  the  bill 
loidadde. 

Rdi^  to  BaUread*. 

The  committee  took  np  the  bill  "  to  admit 
iron  and  machinery  for  railroads  fi-ee  of  duty." 

Mr.  MTi.T.gg  having  no  idea  that  the  House 
oonld  ever  pass  this  bill,  with  a  view  to  save 
the  time  tliat  might  be  wasted  in  debate 
moved  to  strike  ont  the  enacting  ehnue  of  the 

bin. 

Mr.  Babrkt  opposed  the  motion  with  great 
warmth,  attribating  it,  in  paiV  at  least,  to  a 
feeling  of  JeoloQ^y  existing  la  Philadelphia,  in 
relation  to  the  rapid  rise  vt  Baltim(»«, 

Mr.  SxBSKura  relied,  disotumiog  all  mch 
motives  and  feelings  on  the  part  of  Fbiladel* 
ptiia;  stated  the  variona  railroads  already  ccmt- 
menoed  in  Pennvlvania,  and  inferred  the  in- 
terests which  that  State  had  in  the  triU,  bnt 
atotad  the  nniveraal  sentiment  prevalent  in  that 
State,  as  to  the  ability  of  the  ironmasters  to 
fluniah  whatever  woald  be  required  by  the 
rdlroad  companies.  He  referred,  by  war  of 
illnstration.  to  what  bad  been  done  m  making 
cast-iron  pipes,  for  the  conveyance  of  water  to 
Philadelpnl^    Speaking  d  the  aUadtm  which 
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bad  been  made  to  tbe  Breakwater,  he  said  he 
*  no  reason  yrhj  these  two  things  should  be 


them.  Each  must  stand  upon  its  own  merits. 
As  to  the  Brealcwater,  he  cfllcalat«d  upon  the 
support  of  a  great  m^oritj  of  the  Honse,  and, 
espe^dollf,  of  the  gentleman  from  Baltimore. 
Baltimore  was  almost  as  mTich  interested  in  it 
OS  Philadelphia.  It  was  a  work  completely  na- 
tional, to  all  intents  and  purposes.  There  was 
not  a  port  in  the  United  States,  from  New  Or- 
leans to  the  most  aorthessterlj  port  in  the 
Union,  not  a  ^iut  on  the  seaboard,  that  was 
not  intereMed  in  it.  The  interior,  too,  nniver- 
eellj,  had  an  interest  in  it.  Scarcely  a  spot 
could  be  named,  that  might  not  be  shown  to 
be  concerned  in  the  protectJon  to  be  afforded 
bj  the  proposed  harbor.  Why,  then,  dionld  it 
be  connected  with  anj  other  qnestion? 

"Ml.  Dbaitoh  advocated  the  hill  at  conrider- 
able  length,  and  replied  to  the  arsumenta  of 
Ur.  SsBOEAST.  The  ironmasters  had  them- 
selves admitted  their  incapacity  to  supply  the 
iron  required,  and  the  continual  importations 
from  abroad  were  evidence  of  the  fact.  Of  the 
90,000  tons  annually  consomed,  only  80,000 
were  furnished  by  ow  own  factories.  The 
construction  of  this  railroad  would  he  a  great 
benefit  to  the  ironmasters  of  FennsylTauio,  and 
tiie  remission  of  tbe  dnty  wonld  iqjnre  no-' 
body. 

Mr.  Stewabt  yielded  to  no  one  in  leal  for 
the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Eulroad ;  he  consid- 
ered it  not  a  local,  bnt  a  national  object,  unit- 
ing the  Atlantic  and  Western  States.  He  was 
willing  to  aid  the  company  to  the  foil  extent  of 
the  natioDBl  interest  iuToWed  in  its  accomplish- 
ment. He  would  vote  for  a  direct  appropria- 
tion of  double  the  amount  of  the  duties  on 
iron.  But,  to  this  bill,  he  was  decidedly  op- 
posed ;  it  was  at  war  with  all  his  principles ;  it 
was,  in  effect;  offering  a  bounty  on  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  iron ;  it  was  a  virtual  repeal 
of  the  tariff,  just  passed,  as  to  iron.  He  sog- 
gest«d  an  amendment,  to  pay  the  same  bounty 
on  the  use  of  American  iron.  This  wonld 
leave  llie  American  and  foreign  manufacturers 
on  equal  footing  -  aa  it  now  stood,  it  was  grant- 
ing a  bounty  to  the  foreimer,  to  the  prejudice 
of  the  American,  which  ne  could  never  sanc- 
tion by  his  vote.  He  made  some  remarks  in 
reply  to  Mr.  Dsattoit. 

Mr.  BtiBOBs  defended  the  hill,  contending 
that  no  duty  laid  on  the  importation  could  ma- 
terially benefit  the  ironmasters  in  the  interior. 
Of  that  which  was  made  in  Pennsylvania,  only 
one-third  went  to  Philadelphia,  and  two-thirds 
of  it  to  the  West,  which  was  a  proof  that  for- 
eign iron  did  not  control  the  price.  He  dented 
that  either  Pennsylvania  or  Maryland  wonld 
suffer  any  injury,  while  all  who  were  con- 
cerned in  railroads  received  an  immediate 
benefit 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Gobbah,  the  committee 
then  rose,  and  reported  the  bills,  and  Uiey 


were  severallj  ordered  to  be  engroeeed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Delaware  Bredkaater, 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  makine 
appropriatdons  for  the  Breakwater,  to  its  third 
reading, 

Mt  Wn.i.iAWH  demanded  the  yeas  and  nays, 
and  they  were  ordered,  and  stood — 

TiAs. — HeKts.  Addanu,  Anderson  of  Maine,  As- 
deraon  of  Pa.,  Armstrong,  Baldwin,  Barker,  Barlow, 
Barney,  Bartlett,  Bortley,  Battis  of  Massachnaetts, 
Beecher,  Blake,  Brent,  Bmn,  Borgu,  Batman,  Car- 
son, Condiot,  Coulter,  Crelglitoii,  GrovTunshield,  Cnl- 
peper,  Davenport  of  Ohio,  Dickinaon,  Dorsey,  Ever- 
ett, lindlay,  Fonrard,  Fry,  Gale,  Oorbam,  Gurley, 
Hunt,  IngersoU,  Isacka,  Jolins,  Eeeae,  Eerr,  King, 
Lawrence,  LeKer,  IJttlo,  Liiringston,  Mallair,  Mc- 
Duffie,  Hclatire,  McEean,  UcLcan,  Mercer,  MilleF, 
Hiner,  UitcheU  of  Fa.',  Hoore  of  Eentuck  j,  Voore  of 
Alabama,  Newton,  O'Brien,  Orr,  Owen,  Fearce,  TUrr- 
BOO,  Plant,  Bamsey,  Reed,  Richardson,  Ri[doj,  Rns- 
sell,  Sergeant,  Sliepperd,  Boane,  Smith  of  Indiuu, 
Spragne,  Stanberr?,  Stevenson  of  Pa,,  Sterigere, 
Stronc,  Ewann,  Sxift;  Sutlierlaod,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son o?  New  Jersey,  Tr»cy,  Tucker  of  New  Jersey, 
Vance,  Tamum,  Vinton,  Washington,  Wtupfde, 
Whittlesey,  Wilson  ofPa.,  Woodcock,  Woi^  Wright 
of  Oiiio,  Yancey— 88. 

NiTB. — U essra.  Alexander,  Allen  of  Va.,  Archer, 
Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barringer,  Baasett,  Brown,  Cam- 
breleng.  Carter,  Chilton,  Clubome,  Clark  of  Kew 
York,  Ciark  of  Eentucky,  Conner,  Crockett,  Daven- 
port of  Virginia,  Desha,  Blarll,  Floyd  of  Georgia, 
Fort,  Oarrow,  Gilmer,  Hall,  HamiltoD,  Haynes, 
Eealy,  Hobble,  Hoffman,  Lecomptc,  Lea,  Lang, 
Lnmpiun,  Lyon,  Uarable,  Harkell,  Har^dale,  Har- 
Ud,  Harrin,  HaiweU,  UcCoy,  Mcfiatton,  HetcalA, 
ITilchell  of  Sonth  Carolina,  Polk,  Rives,  Boane, 
Sawyer,  Smith  of  Virginia,  Trezvant,  Tucker  (rf 
South  Carolina,  Turner,  Ver^danck,  Ward,  WUde, 
Williams,  John  3^  Wood,  Klas  Wood,  Wright  «f 
New  York— B8. 

Canal  Land  Chant  la  Ohio. 

The  bill  authoriring  the  continuation  of  the 
Dayton  Oanal  having  aouaa  into  the  House, 

Mr.  MoIaait  made  a  foil  explanation  of  ihe 
circumstances  on  which  it  was  fonnded. 

Mr.  B.  Wood  inqoired  how  fax  this  canal  run 
through  the  public  lands. 

Mr.  UoLxax  replied,  between  YO  and   80 

Vr,  BuBQiB  supported  the  bill,  on  the  princa- 

Sle  that  the  State  of  Ohio  having  ^«atly  bene- 
ted  the  public  lands,  by  commenting  Uiie  ca- 
nal, it  was  fhir  that  the  United  States  should 
render  her  an  eqnivalent,  to  aid  her  in  its  com- 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  \ij 
yeas  96,  nays  60. 

Mr.  McOoT  now  moved  an  a^joununent,  but 
the  motion  was  negatived— ayes  78,  noes  81. 

J\irtA«r  Oanal  Land  Orant  to  Ohio. 
The  question   being  on    ordering   the  bQl 
granting  lands  to  Ohio,  to  tud  in  constrocting 
the  canals,  ordered  by  the  State, 
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Kr.  BisBRT  objeoted  to  it,  ukl  uked  its 
frioidf  if  tfaef  b«d  no  conscienoe.  He  thought 
the  HoDK  had  done  quite  enough  for  one  dBj. 
TlieTbtd  just  given  vnaj  1,400,000  aores  of 
Iind  to  the  Slate  of  Ohio,  and  here  was  anoth- 
er IiQl  for  u  mnch  more. 

Kr.  SruraKKsr  ezplained.the  oljeot  of  the 
bin,  which  was  to  ud  the  State  of  Ohio  in  re- 
fimdjng  tlie  capital  -which  she  had  hoirowed  for 
tte  coDotmction  d  the  two  canals  in  that 
6uie ;  one  firom  Portland  to  Lake  Erie,  b  j  waj 
of  the  Licking  and  Portage  sommits,  and  the 
other  from  Cincinnati  to  Lake  Erie,  through 
D^ton.  He  referred  to  the  presaore  of  direct 
tuo,  laid  bj  the  Stale,  to  cany  on  this  great 
improTement ;  he  stated  that  thej  were,  on 
thttumimt,  beginning  to  grow  nnpopnlar,  and 
cxpreMcd  bia  ^ipreheiiaion,  ahonld  this  bill 
M,  that  one  of  them  might  be  soqwnded  the 

Mi.  Iucu  ttiiL  that  the  grant  of  land,  in 
both  tbeM  biD^  taken  together,  waa  leas  than 
thai  made  lut  Oongreas  to  the  State  of  In- 

Hr.  ViTTOK  went  into  a  fiill  statement  of  the 
(cnditioD  of  the  Ohio  lands,  and  inMsted  on  the 
pn^>rietf  of  the  amendment  he  had  offered  in 


To  ob*iate  a  diScoltj  started  bv  ib. 
Snieci,  Mr.  Miboib  moved  the  following 
proTiw: 

"PnnJed,  That,  in  the  lands  herebj  granted,  no 
kadi  ikalt  be  comprehended,  wbicb  hare  been  re- 
irmd  for  the  nu  of  the  United  Butea,  at  alternate 
Kdiaoi  in  tfae  gnnbi  hitherto  made,  or  which  ma; 
be  Midci,  daring  the  present  Mnion  of  Coogien,  of 
Ittd  within  the  laid  State,  for  roads  and  canal* :" 
nhich  was  agreed  to. 

Xr.  Vuict  briefiy  advocated  the  biUL  stating 


Mr.  MooEB,  of  Alabama,  moved  the  previ- 
009  question,  which  b«ng  sustained,  pnt,  and 
carried, 

Hr.  LcvFEcr,  on  the  main  qaeetion,  sAied 
tbt  jcas  and  naja,  and  b^ng  taken,  the;  stood 


_.  Baldwin,  John  8.  Barbonr,  Bar- 
loir,  Btmcf,  Hartley,  Beechcr,  Bell,  Blake,  Brent, 
t^Bbrckog,  Chilton,  Condict,  Coulter,  Crelgbton, 
DtDJel,  Davenport  of  Ohio,  Deuba,  Doney,  Duncao, 
E'ttett,  flndlay,  Cjoiham,  Gnrley,  Hont,  Iiacki, 
JgfeDi,  Lawrence,  Lecompte,  Lea,  LeIBer,  Letcher, 
Liule,  Lyon,  Kallary,  Varable,  Hartindale,  UoDoffie, 
■cHMtoo,  llcKean,  HcEee,  McLean,  Mercer,  Met- 
alle.  Miller,  Mitchell  of  Pa.,  MitcheU  of  Tennessee, 
Voon  of  My.,  Moore  of  AJabMiia,  Newton,  Orr, 


oTOhio,  Yancey— 78. 

KiTi.— Measra. Addama,  Alexander.AIIenofTa., 
Aadenon  of  Maim),  Armstiong,  BaOtT.  P.  P.  Bar- 


bmf.  [H.  or  R. 

boar.  Barker,  Barnard,  Barringer,  Bartl^t,  Baswtt, 
Belden,  Blair,  Brown,  Bryan,  Bnokner,  Bargee, 
Cbue,  Claiborne,  Clark  of  New  York,  Clark  of  Ey., 
Conner,  Colpeper,  Davenport  of  Virginia,  Davis  of 
Mass.,  Dickinson,  Drayton,  EarU,  Floyd  of  Qeorgia, 
Fort,  Forward,  Fry,  GUmer,  Hill,  Hftrrey,  Healy, 
Bobbie,  Hoffmui,  Keese,  Eremer,  Locke,  Long, 
Lnmpkin,  HarkelJ,  Martin,  Marvin,  HcCoy,  Mc- 
Intire,  Mitchetl  of  B.  C,  O'Brien,  Rifes,  Roane, 
Sawyer,  Smyth  of  Yi^Dla,  Spranie,  Stevenson  of 
Pa.,  Sterigere,  Swift,  Tsliaferro,  Thompeon  of  New 
Jersey,  Thompeoa  of  Georgia,  Tracy,  Treivanl, 
Tocker  of  New  Jersey,  Tucker  of  Sonlh  Carolina, 
Tenilanck,Ward,  WUde,  Williams.  Wilson  of  Pa., 
Wingale,  J.  J.  Wood,  B.  Wood,  Woodcock,  Wririit 
ofNewYorii— IB. 

Ur.  BrAimsssT,  referring  to  the  fact,  that  the 
bill  jnst  rejected  had,  in  Committee  of  the 
Whole,  been  considered  before  the  bill  for  the 
Dayton  Oanal,  suggested,  that  the  order  had 
be^  changed  in  tne  Honse  by  some  manage- 
ment of  one  of  the  officers  of  the  House.* 

Mr.  Stanbrbbt  waa  called  to  order,  bnt  in- 
sisted on  inqniring  whether  this  lutd  taken 
Elace  from  management  or  by  accident  only, 
[e  sud  be  was  mdnced  to  moke  the  inqoiry, 
boDanae  the  result  agreed  so  exactly  with  the 
views  of  a  certun  party  in  this  Honse. 

Mr.  Btahsbbbi  waa  here  agun  called  to 
order; 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Little,  the  Hoose 
adjourned. 

TuBBDAT,  May  20. 
Ohio  Canal. 
Alter  the  reading  of  the  Joomal  of  the  pre- 
ceding day,  Mr,  Olabk,  of  New  York,  rose  and 

Mr.  Speaker :  On  the  qneation  of  eogrostdng 
the  bill  granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to 
aid  in  tne  completion  of  one  of  her  canals, 
(that  from  Cleveland  to  the  Ohio  River,)  I 
voted  in  the  negative.  I  intend,  before  resum- 
ing my  seat  to  move  a  reoonsideration  of  the 
qaestion.  It  is  due  to  the  friends  of  this  im- 
portant work,  that  they  should  have  a  fur 
hearing ; '  that  its  merits  should  be  fairly  dis- 
onssed ;  that  the  question  should  be  met 
openly  and  manfully ;  and,  if  the  bill  is  to  be 
defeated,  that  they  should  know  on  what 
grounds;  whether  it  is  to  fall  a  sacrifice  to  par- 
ty management,  or  bo  rejected  on  principle. 
When  the  vote  was  taken  yesterday,  the  Honse 
was  not  usually  fall,  and  1  have  yielded  to  the 
request  of  the  friends  of  the  bill,  to  move  the 
reconsideratJon,  to  enable  gentlemen  who  were 
absent  to  record  their  votes.  Thoogh,  myself, 
opposed  to  the  bill,  for  reasons  other  than 
those  of  policy  and  expediency,  I  feel  no  dispo- 

•  Mr  BtmnlMnj,  iKfon  ths  labject  wu  doue  nlth,  taUj  oi- 
ooanUd,  Id  open  mmIob,  tha  DlOesn  of  the  Houh  ftnm  (hs 
ImpatatlaB  of  hiTlng  truipoHd  tlie  bllli,  thangb  tbo  bet  of 
Ibo  twupoaltloD  nmilned  u  gtalld,  uid  ths  conMqDnrt 
Icn.  In  tho  Hnue,  of  lb*  btll  that  loot  IW  pl«*  on  tba  al- 
endv,  lad  whkb  Ur.  Btubony  paittenlirir  bvoied. 
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dtion  to  jnalet  on  Utt  acotdoiUl  idvaDtaKe, 
wbicli  the  lean  m^oritr  fd  three  givw,  to  the 
opponenta  of  the  mewitFe.  I  triah  the  will  of 
the  m^oiity  of  tide  Eonee,  when  fairly  ex- 
pressed, to  take  efibct ;  and,  whether  that  will 
maj  accord  or  oonfliot  with  my  own,  I  shall 
cbeerfrillj  sahmit  to  ita  mandate,  and  lend  mj 
aid  to  its  expression. 

The  Eonue  will  reoolleot,  that  the  bill  an- 
fhorizing  the  donation  of  la&ds  for  th«  benefit 
of  the  Dajton  Oanal,  passed  to  be  engrossed  by 
a  m^ority  of  thirty-fiyo.  It  is  not  my  purpose 
to  speak  of  the  comparative  merita  ot  the  two 
canals,  any  fiuther  tiian  to  show  the  inoonsist- 
enoy  of  gentlemen  who  advooatAd  the  one  aiid 
opposed  the  other.  Sir,  I  did  not  admire  the 
manner  in  which  this  bill  was  jeaterday  de- 
feiLted.  The  bill  for  the  benefit  of  the  Dayton 
Oanal,  one  of  leea  importance  than  the  OleTe- 
land  Canal,  and  one,  I  am  iniformed,  of  donbt^ 
ihl  practicability,  owing  to  a  supposed  insnffi- 
dent  snpply  of  water  on  the  gnmmit  level, 
passed  in  tjlenoe ;  all  was  calm  and  tranquil ; 
bnt,  the  moment  this  bill  was  called  np— a  bill 
depending  on  the  same  princlplea  as  t^e  for- 
mer, but  diapensinf  the  pnbho  bounty  to  a 
more  meritonooa  o^ect — all  the  political  ele- 
ments were  in  agitation,  and  the  waves  of  par- 
ty were  dashing  it  to  destmotion.  Bach  anxie- 
ty, snoh  shnffltpg,  nich  bolting,  anch  ohanshig 
of  votes,  I  have  at  no  time  witnessed.  The 
confusion  has  not  been  equalled  since  the  tn- 
moltnons  and  disastrous  retreat  of  the  arm^  of 
Xerxes,  after  the  battle  of  SalamiB :  certamly 
not  since  the  memorable  "  raoes  of  Bladensburg." 

Sir,  I  oonoede  the  right  to  gentlemen  to 
change  tbeir  vot««  at  pleasure,  neither  do  I,  in 
this  case,  impeach  the  motives  of  any  one. 
Those  gentlemen  who  vot«d  for  one  of  these 
bills,  and  agunst  the  other,  may  have  had  good 
and  weighty  reasons  for  so  doing,  which  they 
did  not  think  proper  to  communicate  to  the 
House.  Bnt  it  so  hf^pens,  that  some  fonrteen 
or  sixteen  gentiemen  who  Qins  changed  their 
votes,  belong  to  the  same  p<^lioal  side  of  the 
House ;  and  some  eight  or  ten  who  happened 
to  leave  their  places,  immediat«ly  preceding 
the  vote,  belong  to  the  same  side.  Sir,  the 
genUeman  from  Ohio,  who  moved  this  bill, 
(Ur.  Btahbbbbi,)  has  good  reason  to  exoldm, 
"Save  ma  from  my"  Internal  Improvement 
"Aiends,  I  can  take  core  of  my  enemies." 
Why  did  the  gentieman  from  Ohio,  not  now  in 
his  place,  (Ur.  Yaras,)  deem  it  neoeasary  to 
attAck  his  colleague  (Mr.  Staitbxsbt)  in  rela- 
tion to  a  statement  made  by  the  latter!  Here 
we  see  two  gentlemen,  professing  to  be  em- 
barked in  the  same  otmse,  end  anxious  to  attain 
the  same  object,  at  odds  about  trifiea,  and  cavil- 
ling about  straws.  The  mover  of  this  bill,  in 
the  course  of  his  remarks  to  the  House,  had 
stated  in  round  numbers,  that  about  eight  mil- 
lions of  acres  of  land,  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  now 
belonged  to  the  United  Statea.  Hem  then, 
was  presented  to  the  gentleman  (Mr.  vintoii) 
a  fine  opportunity  to  uiow  his  stem  regard  to 


trath,  and  passionate  fimdneaa  for  the  Clera- 
land  Oanal  1  Ee  made  a  i^ieedi ;  gave  a  his- 
tory of  the  Ohio  lands ;  how  many  acres  the 
United  States  originally  owned;  how  manj 
sold ;  and,  by  the  complex  rule  of  subtraclJoa, 
ascertained,  that  the  Govenmient  EtiU  owns 
seven  and  a  half  millions  of  acres,  and  not  the 
enormous  quantity  of  eight  milliona,  as  awerted 
by  his  ctdleague,  (Mr.  Stahbirbt.)  And  why 
aUtiiiat  Was  it  for  the  purpose  of  f^muabiog 
a  Tell  to  throw  over  the  votes  of  gentlemen 
who  had  made  up  their  nunds  to  go  against 
the  bill  t  Or  was  it  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
putting  the  Eonse  in  possession  of  Uiis  impoT' 
tant  information  t  Aa  the  gentleman  voted  for 
the  bill,  I  am  bound,  in  chuityj  to  believe  the 
former.  I  impeach  not  hia  motives,  bnt  I  must 
be  permitted  to  remark,  that  his  course  was  il^ 
calculated  to  propitiate  a  friendly  feejjng  fi^ 
thebiU. 

The  gentieman,  rir,  was  not  content  with 
this  manifestation  of  his  devotion  to  the  intM'- 
esta  of  this  canal.  He  took  the  bill  to  hia  fond 
embrace,  and  gave  it  a  warm  fraternal  hog.  (I 
thought  it  looked  blue  in  the  face  at  Hie  time.) 
In  the  abundance  of  his  zeal,  in  the  overfiow- 
isg  of  his  kindness,  he  propotwd  an  amendment 
to  increase  tbe  donation  from  one-half  millim 
to  twelve  hundred  thousand  acres  of  land. 
Was  this  intended  as  an  evidence  of  his  friend- 
ship for  the  bill,  or  was  it  to  excite  a  spirit  of 
distrust  and  aUini  I  Disclwming  all  intention 
to  impu^  the  motives  of  the  gentleman,  ] 
must  agam  crave  the  indulgence  of  tiie  Honsck 
while  I  am  permitted  to  say,  that  the  effect  m 
snoh  a  proposition  was  well  calculated  to  defeat 
thebilL 

Then,  sir,  foUows  a  farce,  got  np  between 
two  friends  of  the  meoanre,  brethivn  cuT  the 
same  fwlitical  household — an  amicable  warfare^ 
a  mock  battie,  ia  fought  between  these  co- 
workers in  the  cause  of  internal  improvemoit. 
The  gentieman  {ram  Ohio,  on  my  left,  Qlr. 
Yaiidk,)  somewhat  oavalierly,  and  in  ironic 
mood,  sidd,  in  snbstanoe,  that  a  gift,  by  the 
United  States  to  Ohio,  of  a  few  hundred  thon< 
sand  acres  of  land,  might  well  be  made — it  was 
of  no  consequence — a  mere  trifle  1  "  O  no," 
saya  the  gentieman  from  Vermont,  ^Ir.  Ual- 
LAST,)  "£ough  I  am  friendly  to  the  canal,  I 
can  never  consent  to  vote  away  the  pnblio  do- 
main as  a  gift.  I  support  Uie  bill  on  the 
ground  that  the  Government  has  already  re- 
ceived an  equivalent  in  the  enhanced  value  of 
its  lands."  Thus  ends  the  Mendly  strife..  By 
this  time  the  viotjm  ia  prepared  for  the  immo- 
lation; the  ceremony  is  performed,  and  the 
bin  is  handed  over  to  its  executioners.  Sir,  if 
it  was  right  to  pass  the  first  bill,  the  second  de- 
served a  better  destiny.  Whatever  merits  be- 
long to  one  are  common  to  both — they  involve 
the  same  principles,  and  should  go  hand  tn 
hand  to  their  fate. 

Mr.  Cl&kk,  of  New  York,  concluded  his  re- 
marks by  moving  a  reconsideration  of  yester- 
day's vote. 
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Mr.  Bi-AKS  roae  and  uid,  that  he  wm  not  a 
liitle  ast(»ii9hed  at  the  run&rks  which  had  Jnst 
blkn  from  the  gentleouui  from  Nev  York. 
St,  said  he,  I  was  in  the  Eonse  jesterday, 
irhen  the  bill  waa  under  ooturideration,  to 
which  tbe  eentlemian  has  alluded — the  bill 
granting  lands  to  the  State  of  Ohio^  to  aid  in 
making  csnala  aathorized  by  that  State.  I 
was  in  the  Honse  Jnet  before  the  vote  was 
taken,  and  at  the  lime  the  vote  was  taken,  and 
1  saw  nothing  of  the  aootniaoa  and  eztntement 
which  the  gentleman  statea  to  have  then  oc- 
curred. The  gentleman's  remarks  are  calcDlat«d 
to  induce  a  belief  that  the  bill  was  rejected  in 
coiueqnence  of  an  onderstandiDg  among  some 
of  the  members  of  this  Eonse.  who  are  avow- 
edly biendlj  to  the  policy  of  mternal  improve- 
ments ;  bnt  sorely  snch  cannot  be  the  fact,  for 
there  never  was  a  transaction  in  any  legislative 
body,  more  •Dset^tible  of  explanation,  than  the 
vote  thus  ^vcn.  There  is  not,  on  thia  occa- 
tdon,  the  sh^it««t  necessity  for  implicating  the 
chandff  and  honor  of  this  Hooae.  As  the 
gentleman's  remarks  have  a  t«ndency  to  make 
an  imnt^er  tmpression,  not  only  here,  bat  on 
the  poUic  mind  elsewhere — for  it  is  well  known 
they  vill  not  be  confined  to  these  walls — I  will 
state  what  I  consider  to  be  the  reason  which 
bSncnoed  many  of  the  members,  in  the  muor- 
itj  of  the  HonacL  to  vote  aa  they  did.  I  had 
citmiMd  both  bills  on  this  sn^ect  before  I 
wssnlled  on  to  Tote — both  the  bill  n^eot«d, 
and  the  bm  to  aid  the  SUte  of  Ohio  in  extend- 
ing the  IGami  Oanat  fWmi  Dayton  to  Lake 
Kris;  to  I  then  fblt,  and  still  feel,  a  lively  in- 
tcr«st  in  b^ialf  of  both.  The  bill  rejected  la 
not,  as  the  gentleman  has  stated,  based  upon 
the  Mme  pnndples  of  the  other  bill ;  for  the 
oOer  InQ  grants  land  to  Ohio,  along  the  ronto 
tf  the  canal,  reserving  alternate  sections  to  the 
Geoffil  Government ;  bnt  the  furmer  proposee 
■  pant  of  land  geoenlly,  withont  connnmg  it 
to  the  route,  and  withont  any  alternate  reser- 
TMioD.  And  in  oonsaqoenoe  of  this  difference, 
irhieh  comparatively  prednded  an  accmiug 
benefit  to  uie  General  Government  many  (3 
Ihoae  in  the  nugority  of  the  Eonse,  I  presmne, 
sir,  deemed  it  proper  that  they  should  vote 
a^amst  it.  Indeed,  snch  was  the  reaaon  as- 
Bgned  to  me  by  some  of  the  membera. 

Sir,  in  the  Stat«  of  Ohio,  there  are  at  present 
two  canals  ctmtemplated,  one  crossing  the 
State  from  the  Sdoto  to  Cleveland,  and  the 
tfhcr  from  Cindnnati,  by  Dayton  and  the  Ui- 
sDii|  to  I^ke  Erie.  The  grant  of  lands  made 
to  tbe  State  which  I  have  the  honor,  in  part, 
to  repraaent,  covers  a  portion  of  the  temtory 
within  the  chartered  lunits  of  Ohio,  and  the 
bin  snnting  lands  to  oonstmot  the  Dayton 
Can^  as  it  is  called,  and  which  was  ordered 
to  a  third  reading  yesterday,  aathorlzed  the 
Eute  of  Indiana  to  convey  that  portion  to  the 
State  of  Ohio  on  snch  terms  as  they  may  agree 
on  aa  bring  mntoally  proper.  It  was,  there- 
fore^ important  to  the  two  Statea  that  this  Ut- 
ter ImD  ahooU  have  passed,  as  it  preveuta  the 
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difficulties  which  might  have  aiisoi,  and  what 
is  at  least  equally  important,  it  will'  produce  a 
unity  of  interest.  The  gentleman  iiaa,  how- 
ever, stated  that  this  contemplated  canal  route 
by  Dayton  and  the  Miami  to  Lake  Erie,  as  ha 
is  informed,  ia  impracticable ;  that  the  stheme 
is  a  visionojy  one.  Bnt  I  mnat  say  to  that  gen- 
tieman  that  this  is  not  the  fact :  for  the  oonn- 
try  hat  been  thoroughly  examined  by  sUlfnl 
en^eers,  and  they  have  pytm.  the  fidlest  as- 
surances that  it  is  practi^le,  and  that,  too, 
with  great  facility.  Tha  statement  of  the  gen- 
tleman, in  this  particular,  might,  in  some  de- 
gree pr^udlce  tlie  character  of  this  innortant 
work,  wnich  is  deeply  interesting  to  Indiana 
and  niinoia,  and  it  whs  not  only  proper,  bnt  in- 
dispensable, that  I  should  rebnt  the  statement 
withUie  foci 

[Mr.  Bliab  having  observed  that  Kr.  O1.1SX 
hod  allnded  to  the  tiuit  of  the  Ohio  billa  being 
taken  up  in  a  different  order  in  the  House,  from 
what  was  observed  in  committee, 

f  Alabama,  called  him  to  order, 
r.  Oi.inK  had  made  any  such  re- 
marK,  ana  appealing  to  the  Chair  whether  tbe 
gentleman  from  Indiana  was  In  order. 

The  S11U.KXB  replied  that  he  had  heard  no 
such  remark  from  the  genUeman  from  New 
York,  and  that,  therefore,  any  thing  purport- 
ing to  be  in  reply  to  it  was  oot  of  order. 

lir.  Cluk  diBclmmed  having  made  the  re- 
mark imputed  to  him. 

Hr,  BiAEB  sud,  that,  if  that  was  the  case^ 
he  must  have  greatly  misunderstood  the  gen- 
tleioan.  He  bad  certainly  thonght  that  saoh  a 
remark  bod  been  made  by  the  gentieman ;  and 


cident  only. 

Here  Hr,  Uoonx  ag^  called  Ur.  Bu.kx  to 
order,  and  the  Spkaxkb  smd  that  the  blUs  bad 
not  been  misplaced ;  that  tbe  one  bad  no  pref- 
erence over  the  other,  both  being  bills  from 
the  Committee  of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of 
the  TJnion ;  and  that  the  Clerk  bad  done  noth- 
ing improper,  in  relation  to  them,  of  which  he 
hod  any  knowledge.] 

Mr.  Stabbbbbt  stud,  that  he  rose  for  the 
pnrpose  of  malung  reparation  to  the  wounded 
feelmgs  of  the  Clerk  of  the  Eouse.  Ee  had 
Dot  been  correctly  nnderstood  when  he  ad- 
dressed the  Eonse  yestordav ;  and  if  he  bad 
been  permitted  to  finish  his  remarks,  that 
officer  woold  have  found  that  he  had  no  reason 
to  be  ofi^ded.  It  did,  indeed,  tuipear  to  him 
very  extraordinary,  that  the  bills  should  not 
have  been  taken  no  in  the  Hoqh  in  the  same 
order  as  ther  Imd  been  considered  in  commit- 
tee, and  he  had  known,  perfectly  well,  that  it 
would  be  death  and  destruction  to  the  bilL  in 
which  he  felt  most  interested,  to  have  the  other 
first  oonsidwed.  He  had  seen,  however,  a  feel- 
ing manifest^  on  the  occasion  which  he  did 
not  anticipate.  All  his  colleaguee,  he  was  per- 
suaded, most  have  known  the  importance  of 
tiiat  bul  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  and  mnat  have 
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hoA  its  passage  sreatlj  at  heart  They,  no 
doubt,  felt  BO  Btm,  and  he  expected  them  to 
come  oat  and  aid  hiip  on  tlie  present  occasion. 

He  repeated  that  the  accident  appeared  to  him 
most  estraordinaiT-,  hut  he  was  confident  the 
Clerk  had  nothing  to  do  in  the  matter ;  and  all 
he  had  wished,  was,  that  as  investigation  might 
take  place,  to  see  if  there  had  been  any  coUii- 
eion,  and  management,  in  producing  the  reanlt 
wliich  had  actually  happened. 

Mr,  Vanob  Bwd  he  believed  there  was  no 
man  of  any  party  who  did  not  know  that  he 
Whs  in  favor  of  both  the  bills,  ns  t«uding  to 
promote  interests  in  which  Ohio  was  deeply 
concerned ;  but  if  one  of  them  was  to  be  pTe> 
ferred  before  the  other,  he  felt  entirely  satimed 
that  the  preference  ought  to  be  given  to  the 
bill  which  did  pass — all  the  gentleman's  knowl- 
edge of  the  ^ography  of  Ohio  to  the  contrary 
not  with  standing.  The  Dayton  Oanal  nms  from 
60  to  90  miles  through  the  public  land^  where- 
as, the  Scioto  Cauu  did  not  mn  within  60 
miles  of  the  lands  of  the  United  States.  The 
gentleman  from  New  York  had  signified  a  donbt 
whether  there  would  be  any  water  for  the  Day- 
ton Canal.  He  would  take  the  liberty  to  tell 
that  geutieman  that  the  region  through  whit^ 
that  canal  runs  waa  the  best  watered  portion  of 
the  State  of  Ohio,  and  he  wonld  Btal«  another 
fact,  which  was,  that  the  Scioto  Canal  wonld 
have  been  originally  located  in  that  vicinity, 
had  not  the  population  of  the  State  required  it 
to  ba  mn  through  a  more  fhickly  settled  por- 
tion of  the  country.  Besides,'  the  bill  for  the 
Dayton  Canal  did  not,  in  effect,  ^ve  the  Btate 
a  single  dollar,  because  the  alternate  sections 
reserved  to  the  TJnited  States  were,  by  its  pro- 
visions, set  at  jnst  double  the  ordinary  price, 
whereas,  the  other  bill  allows  the  State  to  ko 
into  these  reserved  sections,  and  select  lands  m 
one  section  of  Ohio  for  the  benefit  of  another 
eection  of  the  some  State.  He  would  add  one 
word  as  to  the  reflections  cast  oat  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  (Mr.  CL4BK,)of  Bwant 
of  sincerity  on  the  part  of  himself  and  a  pois 
tion  of  his  coUeagnes. 

[The  Speakke  here  interposed,  and  said  that 
he  had  heard  no  snch  accusation  ottered  bythe 
gentleman  from  ^ew  York.] 

Mr.  Yarob  repliod,  and  reminded  the  Speak- 
er that  the  gentleman  had  s«d,  that  when  a 
colleague  of  his  (Mr.  Yixton)  got  hold  of  the 
bill,  bo  grasped  it  till  he  made  it  bine  in  the 
face;  and,  if  that  ^ntleman  meant  to  accuse 
him,  or  aneh  of  his  colleagues  as  acted  with 
him,  of  acting  a  double  part,  he  repelled  the 
insinnntion  as  colnmnioas.  Sincerer  Mends  to 
the  interests  of  internal  improvements  were 
nowhere  to  be  found. 

The  debate  was  fhrthor  continued  by  Mr. 
IsAOKSj  who  advocated  the  reconsideration, 
apologized  for  not  having  more  fully  eipMned 
the  facts  to  which  this  bill  related  when  it  was 
yesterday  before  the  committee,  and  pledged 
himself  to  satisfy  the  House  of  its  importanoe 
and  utility. 


Mr.  YurrON  commenced  a  statement  in  ex- 
planation of  the  remark  he  had  made  yesterday, 
the  pnrport  of  which  was  to  show  that  be  had 
proposed  nothing  in  the  House  in  relation  to 
this  bill,  which  he  had  not  previously  proposed 
in  the  &>mmittee  on  the  Public  Lan^ :  bat  the 
Speaker  pronounced  any  reference  to  tbe  pro- 
oeedings  m  committee,  not  to  be  in  order. 

Mr.  v.  than  disavowed  any  purpose  of  hos- 
tility to  the  bill,  in  the  amendment  which  be 
had  offered,  and  referred  to  the  fact,  that  the 
amendment  had  been  sustained  by  the  very 
gentJemen  who  now  seem  to  think  that  it  made 
the  bin  "  bine  in  the  fece." 

Mr.  MxBoxs  now  delivered  a  speech  of  some 
extent,  which  went  to  show  that  there  was  no 
necessary  collision  between  the  two  bDla.  He 
attributed  the  &te  of  the  second  bill  to  the 
effect  of  a  statement  made  yesterday  by  his  col- 
league, (Mr.  Bassbtt,)  founded,  as  he  under- 
stood, upon  a  calculation  of  a  gentleman  ttvm 
Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Mttohell,)  that  the  first  bill 
granted  in  effect  not  less  than  1,400,000  acres 
of  land  to  the  State  of  Ohio. 

Mr.  M.  then  went  into  a  escalation  to  show 
that  this  was  a  very  great  mistake  indeed,  and 
that  the  bill  granted,  in  reality,  less  than 
300,000.  The  canal  would  cost  the  State  of 
Ohio  B00,000  dollars,  and  the  grantwas  therefore 
a  good  bai^ain.  In  relation  to  the  second  bill, 
he  had  voted  with  much  less  tuformaUoo,  but 
had  been  led  to  support  it  chiefly  from  the  con- 
siderstion,  that,  out  of  the  forty  million  acres 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  the  United  Statos  owned 
eight  millions,  which  was  one-fifth  of  the  whole 
State.  The  General  Oovernment  had,  there- 
fore, a  lai^  interest  in  whstever  promoted  the 
value  of  the  land  in  that  part  of  the  country, 

Mr.  Moosi,  of  Alabama,  now  moved  the  pn>- 
vions  qnestion,  but  withdrew  Us  motion  at  the 
requeet  of 

Mr.  BsBOHsa,  who  went  at  lane  into  an  ex- 

Slanation  of  the  circnmetances  ana  prospects  of 
le  State  of  Ohio,  in  relation  to  the  Scioto 
Oanal.  He  described,  very  minutely,  the  coarse 
of  that  canal,  enumerating  the  various  tracts  of 
land  through  which  it  passed,  end  drew  from 
this  statement  an  argument  to  show  that  the 
United  States,  as  a  landholder,  had  a  great  and 
manifest  interest  in  promoting  tlie  enccess  of 
that  canal.  He  disclmmed  all  personal  and 
party  feelings  in  the  coorse  he  pnrsned,  enlargt^ 
upon  the  Iwnefits  that  would  result  firom  this 
line  of  communication,  expressed  his  confidcDt 
hope  that  it  would  be  Guccessfuliy  completed, 
and  hoped  that  the  bill  wonld  pass,  as  its  opera- 
tions would  give  a  qnietus  to  a  few  ndsy  dem- 
agogues, who  were  opposing  the  design  with  a 
view  to  their  own  aggrandizement. 

Mr.  Mooitz  again  moved  the  previous  qnes- 
tion, and  the  motion  was  sustained  by  the 
House — ayes  80,  noes  S4,  and  carried. 

The  main  question  reemring  on  the  reooosid- 
eration  of  the  vote  which  reftised  to  order  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  readieg,  the  House 
resolved  to  reconsider— yeas  104,  naya  69. 


dbyGoogle 


DEBAXES  OF  G0NGBE8S. 


lb.  Taxd  now  moved  to  T»-oommit  the  bill 


Kr,  HoosB,  of  Alabama,  moved  the  previDoa 
qnutiiML    It  was  sustained— jreu  lOS,  oajs  78. 

The  main  qoealion  being  then  put  on  order- 
in;  the  IhU  to  a  third  reading,  it  was  decided 
in  tbe  nentira,  b;  jetm  Sft,  nays  87. 

So  tbe  bill  woa  again  r^ected. 
Alaiama  land  BiU. 

Tbe  1»1]  grontinff  land  to  Alabama,  to  ud  in 
acMulroDnd  tbe  Hosde  Shosla,  having  been 
nported  t>j  tlie  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 


e  qoestion  being  on  ordering  it  to  a  third 

Ur.  MficHXLL,  of  TennesBee^  went  into  an  ez- 
Und«d  explanation  of  the  geographical  Ataar 
tioB  of  the  coontij,  both  above  and  below  the 
Xmek  Shooli),  stated  the  advantagea  that  wonld 
be  dertT«dfrom  the  contemplated  improvement, 
tndwumljr  advocated  the  passage  of  the  bill, 
whether  cooadered  in  reference  to  the  militaiT', 
coDunmia]  or  poUtical  effecta  that  would  neolt 

Tbe  bin  waa  also  advocated  b;  Uesara. 
HcDrrm,  Ibaokb,  and  Uoobx  of  Alabama,  and 
ordered  to  ila  third  reading,  b7  yeas  94,  najs  61. 

Thdbsdat,  Maj  33. 

Slant  Trade. 

An  engroaaed  biU  to  atwlish  the  Agenoj  of 

Che  United  States  on  the  coast  of  Afiico,  and  to 

MOTide  other  means  for  oanTing  into  effect  the 

Itn  prohibiting  the  slare  trade,  and  for  other 

pnrpiwa,  WM  re&d  the  t 

havmg  been  amended,  ^ 

Tbida.-!,  lUy  28. 
CiatJa  Carroll  of  CanaUloiL 

71m  Spuku  informed  the  Hoose  that,  In  ex- 
wntioa  of  the  order  of  jeeterd^,  lie  iiod  ad- 
^TMBed  tlie  following  lett«r  to  Cauaxa  Ou- 
BMLofCoiralltCHL: 

WisHnoToiT,  Haj  S!d,  1828. 

Sir:  I  have  the  hoDor  to  commuiucate  to  7011,  bj 
JJutuiB  of  the  House  of  ReprtaeDtaliTeL  the  en- 
dwd  jtriot  raaolntjon  of  bolh  Honses  of  Coogren, 
tritDAag  to  70D,  as  the  011I7  anrvtving  rigner  of 
Ik  Dtdwailoii  of  ladepeDdeDOe,  the  priwege  of 
fiuUog.  Ton  win  be  [deaeed,  sir,  to  rccare  it  u 
1  toba  of  the  diattDgnished  respect  and  veoetaClon 
■tj^  CoopcM  Botertaia  towards  an  eorij  and  de- 
ToiEd  tnoA  t«  libGrtT,  and  one  who  stood  pra- 
■niiieatl;  ferwmrd,  in  uie  purest  and  noblest  bond 
orpaiiiots  that  the  world  has  ever  seen. 

leuMt  raaiat  the  gratiBcmtioa  which  this  oppor- 
BaiijalTarda,  of  poblldy  testitjing  the  eCronK  senti- 
tuUKrf' utewm  and  TenentLoD  which,  individually, 
Itsicrtain  for  jonc  diaracter  and  services,  and  ex- 
jretsni;  an  earnest  hope,  that  the  eveoing  of  your 
lo-^  Ot  maj  bs  as  peaJceM  and  happ;  aa  it  has 
b«a  acUve  and  usefbl. 

I  ha*e  the  honor  to  bo,  air,  yOnr  obedient  and 
lulhAd  aervoot,  A.  STEVENSON, 

Speaker  of  tlH  House  of  Bsps.  of  the  D.  S. 
To  Cbailm  CiKBoLL  of  CarToDion,  Esq.,  Uarrland 


AuatuU  on  ih«  PrenimCt  Seerttary. 

Ur.  UaDuTFK  gave  notice  that  he  would,  to- 
morrow, move  the  oonsideration  of  the  resolu- 
tion reported  b;  turn  from  the  Beteot  Oonunit- 
tee  on  the  snl^ject  of  an  aosatilt  oommitted  br 
Rnssel  Jorria  on  the  person  of  Ute  President'a 
private  Secretary. 

Ur.  OoBHui  gave  notice  that  he  shoold 
move,  bj  waj  of  amendment  to  tliat  report, 
the  following : 

Saolted,  Thti  BbbcI  Jarria,  having  been  gnilty 


of  a  breach  of  the  privileges  of  this  House,  the 

Salter  do  forthwith  issue  Us  warrant,  directed  to 
Sergeant^tHUTHS,  to  take  said  Jarvis  into  cus- 
tody, and  bring  him  to  the  bar  of  the  House,  and 
that  said  Jarvis  be  there  reprimanded  by  the  Speak* 
er  for  said  oflbnce,  and  be  then  discharged. 

lUtBiMd,  That  the  ^eoker  be  tequested  to  witb- 
hidd  from  said  Jania,  dnriag  tUe  and  the  nest  aea- 
noQ  of  Congress,  the  eonrteay  osiudly  extended  to 
Kditois  of  Kewspiqiers,  of  an  odmisdon  to  ths  floor 
of  this  House. 

Ur.  OoBRJkU  asked  that  this  paper  might  be 
printed. 

Mr.  P.  P.  ButBOTm  wished  to  know  whether 
it  wsa  the  nnderetanding  that  this  snbjeot 
shoold  be  disonssed  dnrlng  tlie  present  session  t 
Beoanoe^  if  sch  he  shonld  press  to  liave  it  taken 
op  to-day,  being  nnder  the  most  argent  neoea- 
sity  of  leaving  Uie  dty  to-morrow. 

Ur.  OuBK,  of  K.  T.,  said,  that  he  had  ocmtid* 
ered  this  as  a  small  matter,  and  as  being  got  ap 
only  Eor  political  pnrpoaes ;  he  repeated,  that 
it  was  a  snail  afolr  from  first  to  fast— that  it 
had  evidently  been  got  np  for  political  effect — 
to  prodooe  a  oert^  effect  npon  the  people  and 
tiierefoie — 

[Here  Ur.  Ouse  waa  called  to  order  by  Ur. 
Bbent  on  the  ground  that  it  was  not  in  order 
now  to  discnss  the  sabjeot,  or  thna  to  speak  of 
the  motives  and  intentions  of  a  Committee  of 
the  Hooae.] 

The  Bpxaxxb  sold  he  had  not  imdenitood  the 
gentleman  aa  meaning  to  reflect  npon  the  com- 
mittee. 

Ur.  OAiCBBSLxsa  inqnired  whethe^  after  the 
hoar  of  morning  bosiness  hod  expired,  any  res- 
olution or  report  conld  be  reodved  nnleas  by 
consent  of  the  House  I 

The  Bpeaxkb  replied,  that  the  gentleman 
from  Uosaachusetta  had  expressly  asked  the 
permission  of  the  Eonse  to  have  the  paper 
printed.  This  could  only  be  done  by  consent, 
and  it  was  for  the  Hoose  to  determine  whether 
they  would  consent  to  the  reqneat  or  not. 

Ur.  Oumscutira  &rther  eapported  his  ob- 
jection, and  inusted  that  the  paper  conld  not 
t>e  received. 

Mr.  OiABK  agun  rose,  and  inqnired  whether, 
as  tliis  paper  appeared  to  have  for  its  olgeot  no 
publio  good,  bat  merely  to  produce  political  ex- 
citement— 

[Here  Ur.  Olauc  waa  called  to  order  by  Ur. 
YiNToir.  The  gentieman  was  impntiuK  mo- 
tivea  of  on  improper  kind  to  the  gentleman 
from  Uassachnsett^  (Ur.  Qorbui.)] 
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The  Spkuob  Bud  It  was  certtXalj  out  of 
ord«r  to  do  K>;  bat  he  had  nnderstood  tiio 
gentleman  tronx  New  Tork  as  applTing  his  re- 
marks onl;  to  what  vonld  be  tlie  effect  of  this 

iSr,  Olabk  mH  he  had  not  Impcted  taj  im- 
proper motives  to  the  member  from  Usssochu- 
set^  or  to  the  conuDittee,  but  bad  Bpoken  onl; 
of  what  he  thought  would  be  the  probable  ef- 
fect of  printing  this  report,  and  inquired 
whether  tbe  Eoose  ought  to  tend  its  aid  in  pro- 
ducing any  aaoh  effect.  The;  had,  abeady, 
Dpon  the  table,  two  able  reports  from  the  ma- 
ority  and  minoritj  of  tlie  Select  Committee, 
which  reports  differed  essentially  on  principle. 

The  Spkaxxb  here  reminded  Ur,  Olaek,  that 
it  was  not  in  order  to  disooae  reporti^  which 
were  not  now  before  the  House,  thej  having 
been  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  not  jet  having 
been  l^d  npon  the  tables  of  members. 

Mr,  OouLTKB  said,  that  though  he  doubted 
the  proprietj  of  receiving  snch  a  paper  as  that 

{nst  read,  in  that  stage  of  the  bnirineas  in  which 
I  bad  been  presented  yet  this  having  been  pre- 
sented (as  it  seemed  to  be  nnderstood)  by  the 
tacit  consent  of  the  Eonae,  and  the  paper  hav- 
ing been  received,  he  hoped  that  it  wonid  be 
pnnted,  and  that  all  oppodtitHi  to  the  printing 
of  it  wonld  be  withdrawn ;  for,  he  would  ast^ 
if  the  Eonse  shonld  reftiae  to  order  the  printing 
of  this  paper,  what  fovorable  effect  would  ensue 
to  the  cans*  of  those  gentlemen  who  opposed 
the  printing  r  The  refusal  to  print  it  would 
not  conceal  the  matter  from  the  oonntry,  as  it 
would  immediately  go  into  the  pnblic  prints ; 
nor  wonld  it  prevent  the  presentation  of  it  at 
the  proper  tune.  He  repeated  his  hope,  that 
the  pmer  having  been  received,  it  wonld  be 
allowed  to  be  printed. 

[Hr.  Oambbslxbo  here  intermpted  Mr.  Ooul- 
TZB,  to  observe,  that  the  paper  had  not  yet 
been  received,  and  he  hoped  it  would        '    ' 


I  having  obtained  the  fioor  by 
consent  of  the  Hooae,  had  asked  that  the  paper 
should  be  received  and  printed,  bnt  thia  was 
at  the  diseretion  of  tbe  Eonse. 

Mr.  OouLTKB  replied,  that,  in  that  aspect  of 
the  suljcct,  he  shonld  have  no  greater  obieo- 
tion  to  reodve  this  paper,  than  he  shonla  to 
the  receiving  of  any  other  paper  in  the  like  dr- 
onmstanoes ;  bnt  he  still  tnonght  that  thia  was 
not  a  proper  staae  of  the  business  for  the  House 
to  receive  it  at  alL 

The  question  was  divided  accordingly,  and 
reonrring  first  on  the  receiving  of  the  paper 
offered  by  Mr.  Gosaut, 

The  BniKan  explained  that  it  had  been  the 
practice  of  the  House  to  permit  such  requests  to 
be  made,  and  frequently  to  comply  wiUi  them, 
by  ordering  the  papers  to  be  prmted  in  antici- 
patios,  before  the  subject  to  which  it  related 
was  actually  before  the  House. 

Mr.  00T1I.TIB  said,  that  he  had  before  oiject- 
ed  to  the  receiving  of  this  paper,  not  on  account 
of  its  particnlar  tenor,  bnt  npon  general  piia- 


the  proper  time,  and  that  the  subjMt 

would  he  decided  npon  with  calmness  and  de- 
liberation. He  shonld  be  as  willing  that  this 
paper  should  be  printed  as  any  other,  presented 
under  like  circumstsitces ;  and,  as  it  appeared, 
from  the  statement  of  the  Chair,  that  other 
papers  have  been,  in  like  manner,  flowed  to  be 
pnnted,  he  saw  no  reason  why  Uiis  shonld  not 
take  the  ssme  course.  On  the  sulgect  to  which 
it  related,  be  had  indeed  a  most  decided  opinion. 
He  was  as  hostile  to  the  purport  of  the  paper 
itself  as  any  one  possibly  could  be;  bnt  ha 
hoped,  nevertheless,  that  it  wonld  be  received 
and  printed. 

Mr.  GoBHAX  sud  he  had  been  surprised  at 
the  objection  urged  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  York,  (Mr.  Olabk,)  and  at  the  avowed 
gronnds  of  it  He  bad  himself  been  in  the  mi- 
nority of  the  Select  Committee  who  had  report- 
ed on  this  matter,  which  minority  had  reported 
on  principles  adverse  to  those  avowed  by  the 
mqority,  and  had  concluded  their  report  by  an 
eipression  of  their  opinion  that  some  ponidi- 
ment  ought  to  be  inflicted  by  the  House,  for 
the  bresich  of  its  privileges.  Tet  now,  when 
that  minority  wished  to  carry  out  the  princi- 
ples they  had  avowed  in  their  report,  by  pro- 
posing a  punishment  as  light  as  possible,  that 
gentleman  had  bad  the  hardihood  to  rise  m  hit 
place  and  openly  charge  thran  with  improper 
motives. 

The  Spbiekr  here  interposed,  and  said  that 
he  had  not  understood  the  gentleman  fh>m  New 
York  as  intending  to  impugn  the  motives  of  the 
committee,  or  any  member  of  it,  but  as  merely 
stating  the  effect  which  he  apprehended  would 
foUow  from  receiving  and  pnnting  Uiia  paper. 

Ur.  QoBHAK  replied,  that  the  gentieman  had 
certunly  s^d  it  was  got  up  with  a  view  to  po- 
litical effect;  but  such  was  not  the  fact.  He 
had  introduced  it  to  the  House,  with  the  ei> 
press  purpose  of  showing  the  views  of  a  portion 
of  tliat  committee,  as  to  the  course  which  ought 
to  be  pursued  in  this  case.  It  was  the  only 
mode  left  to  them  of  giving  publicity  to  these 
views ;  because,  beins  in  a  minority,  they  ap- 
peiu^  to  assent  to  what  was  done  by  a  m^or- 
ity  of  the  committee.  But,  Mr.  G.  said,  be 
conld  never  consent  to  have  an  impresmoa  go 
abroad,  that  he  assented  to  the  doctrines  in  the 
report  Aa  to  what  should  finally  l>e  done,  be 
was  entirely  indifferent  It  was  not  so  much 
with  a  view  to  the  action  of  the  House,  that  he 
wished  to  present  this  amendment,  as  for  the 
purpose  of  letting  the  sentiments  of  a  portion 
of  that  committee  be  publicly  known,  and,  as 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  had  giveo  notice 
that  he  should  call  up  the  subject  to-morrow, 
Mr.  a.  felt  bound  also  to  give  notice,  that,  in 
that  case,  he  should  offer  the  proposed  amcnd- 

Mr.  P.  P.  Babboub  had  no  manner  of  objec- 
tion to  the  printing  of  thia  paper,  other  tnan 
that  which  ^w  out  of  the  peculiar  persona] 
ritoation  which  he  had  already  stated  to  th» 
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Hotw.  The  resolation  which  the  gentleman 
hid  read,  and  which  he  ioUoded  to  offer  b; 
vir  of  amendment  to  the  report  of  the  oom- 
uittM,  was  one  which  had  relation,  not  to  fact, 
but  raarelj  to  opinion :  for,  as  to  the  facts  of 
diii  case,  there  was  no  dispute.  The  m^orit; 
lod  Ibe  minoritj  of  the  committee  agreed  upcu 
the  facU,  and  differed  onlj  as  to  the  principle 
iiTtdred.  As,  therefore,  ^e  paper  gave  no  ad- 
dltkioal  information  to  the  House,  as  to  facts, 
ht  Mw  no  neoesdtr'  of  ordering  It  to  he  printed. 
It  voold,  of  oonrae,  find  its  waj  into  the  public 
piiata,  and  would  thus  have  all  the  pablicitj 
legtlentui  oonld  wish.  In  the  meanwhile,  he 
ttmtBdj  desired  that  the  Honse,  if  it  went  into 
ttiii  Ntjeet  at  all,  woold  take  it  up  to-dar ;  1>e- 
cuM,  -*-"■<' "jj  t«ward  it  in  the  relation  ne  did, 
be  fdt  aa  if  he  onght  to  be  present  when  it  was 
dlMQSHid;  and  yet  it  wonld  pnt  bim  to  the 
most  exbeme  d^ree  of  inconvenience  to  be 
obiiged  to  ronain  in  hia  seat  another  day.  Ur. 
B.  said  be  knew  that  the  personal  incon- 
lenienee  of  any  individoal  formed  bnt  a  slight 
reiwa  for  anj  determination  of  the  House,  yet, 
he  conld  not  bat  nrge  the  consideration  of  this 
ubject  ItHJay.  Sbonld  tbe  printing  of  this 
piper  be  nfosed,  he  would  move  to  postpone 
tb«  orden  <^  the  day,  with  a  view  of  going  at 
' )  tlie  ^acnsrion  of  the  report  of  the 
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Ur.  MiaoKK  Hud  his  coUeague  had  given 
■hit  he  oonaidered  as  the  strongest  of  resaons, 
rhf  lbs  printing  of  this  paper  should  be  or- 
dered :  for  he  had  given  notice,  that,  if  it  were 
not.  he  ihonld  move  the  postponement  of  all 
liw  bnaneei  on  the  table  of  the  House,  for  the 
porpote  oi  going  into  a  diaonaaion  of  the  prin- 
dpls  involved  in  the  report  and  connter  report 
Train  the  Sdect  Committee.  Now  tlie  Hoose 
had  but  three  Juridical  d^s  remaining,  and  he 
eoold  not  believe,  Uiat  the  mle,  which  confined 
tbcM  days  to  tiie  eontideration  of  matters  orig- 
iading  in  ona  Bonsey  and  to  be  acted  on  in  the 
Mber,  ever  eantemplat«d  the  spending  of  them 
in  ndi  a  discoaeion  as  mnst  neoeBsaiily  grow 
mt  of  that  report.  If  it  mnst  be  diaonaserl,  it 
Toold  be  best  to  reaerve  the  aulyect  until  Kon- 
daj,  when  this  House  conld  not,  by  the  roles, 
set  on  any  anbject  requiring  the  action  of  the 
other  bnmch,  and  devote  to-day  and  to-mor- 
row to  the  connderation  of  Senate  hills.  As 
to  the  merits  of  the  prewnt  i^neetion,  he  had 
aeto'  known  an  instance  in  which  the  minority 
of  a  committee  bad  been  refitsed  the  privilege 
lA  making  known  their  views,  in  as  open  a 
nuoncr  as  the  n^jority ;  and  he  referred  to  the 
etlebrUed  case  of  the  Hisaonri  qneation,  as  an 
lostanee  in  point.  If  this  privilege  were  grant- 
ed to  one  minority,  he  did  not  see  how  it  could 
be  Tithhdd  from  another.  Bnt  he  declared  his 
^ttfmination  to  vote  against  >-i^^'"g  np  the 
Mbject  lo-day, 

lir.  EufiLTox  said  be  was  obliged  to  his 
friend  from  Virginia,  for  ^e  suggestion  which 
he  had  made,  becoose  he  hopedthat  it  woold 
^te  tome  efibct  in  tranquillizing  on  excite- 


ment, which  he  was  sorry  to  witness.  He  waa 
Ui  from  oousidering  this  anbJect  aa  one  of  such 
vast  importanne  as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to 
think.    HethoDgltt  thedehate  which  had  t^en 


bad  practice  he  monght — to  receive  the  report 
of  a  minority  of  a  committee,  when  they  desired 
to  present  one,  and  to  order  it  to  be  printed 
with  that  of  the  majority ;  bnt,  in  the  present 
case,  there  seemed  to  be  a  sort  of  tab  modo  mi- 
nority ;  the  committee  seemed  to  be  moving  in 
triangles.  The  House  had  one  report  from  the 
majority  of  the  committee,  and  another  from 
the  minority,  and  now  it  was  presented  with  a 
new  report,  from  wliat  seemed  to  be  a  snbdi- 
viston  of  that  minority.  He  considered  it  a 
bad  practjoe  to  receive  the  reports  of  minoritiea 
at  all,  but  soch  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
Hoose  on  former  occasions,  and  he  saw  no  rea- 
Bon  why  it  should  be  departed  from  in  this  par- 
ticular instance.  There  seemed  to  him,  on  the 
contrary,  to  be  a  good  reason  why  thia  whole 
sobject  should  be  postponed  until  Uoaday ;  and 
it  was,  that  the  members  of  the  Hoose  had  not 
had  an  opi>ortnnity  of  eiamining  the  reports  of 
the  committee :    it  had  been  ordered  to  he 

ginted,  bnt  bad  not  yet  eome  from  the  office. 
e  was,  therefore,  not  informed  upon  the  sub- 
ject, and,  therefore,  not  prepared  to  act  upon 
iL  He  hoped,  in  the  meanwhile,  that  the 
House  would  extend  to  the  gentleman  fhim 
Massachusetts  the  usual  courtesy  of  allowing 
his  amendment  to  be  printed  beforehand. 

Mr.  WxKKB  said,  that  there  appeared,  in  thia 
case,  to  be  a  triune  committee,  a  minority,  a 
minoritf,  and  a  sob-minority.  As  the  Honse 
had  rec^ved  and  printed  reports  from  the  ma- 
jority and  minority,  he  did  not  see  why  it 
shonld  refuse  to  print  the  present  paper,  which 
he  viewed  in  the  light  of  a  third  report. 

Ur.  Steriokkk  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of 
the  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  for  the  re- 
ceiving of  this  paper,  npon  the  table ;  decuded 
by  yeas  27,  nays  146. 

Mr.  OLamc,  of  New  York,  opposed  the  reoep- 
tion  of  the  paper  offered  by  Mr.  Gonsj^  on  the 
ground  th^  no  offence  had  been  committed 
against  the  dignity  of  this  House,  nor  any  breach 
of  privilege.  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  HuaLToi^  had  very  properly  repro- 
bated the  practice  of  receiving  reports  and  pro- 
tests from  the  minorities  of  committees ;  and 
would  he  now  advooate  extending  this  prac- 
tice, by  printing  and  receiving  thia  report! 

Ihe  Sprikxk  Bud  it  waa  not  a  report  from 


Erlnt«d ;  and  it  had  been  the  practice  of  the 
ionse,  on  many  ocoaaiona,  to  comply  with  r«- 
queets  of  a  umilar  kind. 

Mr.  CLasK  said,  it  waa,  in  substance,  a  re- 
port. The  House  nad  received  one  report  from 
the  majority  of  that  committee,  and  another 
from  the  minority;  now  they  were  asked  to 
receive  a  third  report.    He  believed  the  caae 
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was  withont  a  parallel,  nnleas  it  was  to  be  re- 
ceived under  ttie  pretext  of  being  an  amend- 
ment. It  was,  to  be  snre,  in  pBrlitmeDtaiy 
strictness,  an  amendment;  bnt  it  was,  in  snb- 
■tance,  a  report.  He  was  confident  the  gentle- 
man from  Sooth  Carolina  mnet,  on  refleotioo, 
perceive  that  this  wonld  be  extending  a  prac- 
tice, which  he  professed  to  disspproTe.  lii.  0. 
disclumed  any  reference  to  the  personal  mo- 
tives of  gentlemen,  and  insisted  that  he  had 
spoken  onl  J  of  what  wonld  be  the  effect  of  the 
paper.  He  hod  no  wish  to  stifle  it,  nor  wonld 
BQOh  be  the  effect  of  refosing  to  print  it.  It 
wonld  still  go  to  the  commnnitj  with  that  re- 
fiisal  of  the  Honse,  and  gentlemen  were  at  lib- 
erty to  make  what  they  conid  of  it  The 
groixoi  on  which  he  opposed  the  reception  of 
we  paper  was,  that  this  Honse  had  no  jnrisdio- 
tion  in  the  case  to  which  it  referred. 

Mr.  MooHB,  of  Alabaipo,  now  demanded  the 
previons  qnestion,  and  the  call  was  sostained 
and  carried. 

Ur.  WmoHT,  of  New  York,  now  demanded 
that  the  main  qaeetion  shonld  be  divided,  and 
put,  flrat,  on  TeceiTJng  the  paper,  and  then  upon. 
printing  it. 

It  was  divided  accordingly ;  and  the  qnestion 
recurring  on  receiving  the  paper  offered  by  Mr. 
GoBSAH,  it  was  decided  as  follows :  yeas  122, 
nays  47. 

The  p^er  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Satuxdat,  Hay  24. 

7%«  Ettrmehment  Beport. 

Mr.  HA11U.T0II,  from  the  Oommittee  on  Be- 

trenchment,  laid  on  the  table  of  the  Honse  a 
mass  of  docnments,  which  had  accumulated  in  the 
course  of  the  investigations  by  that  committee. 

Mr.  Hamilton  said,  that,  in  reporting  the 
papers  and  documents  from  the  Committee  on 
Retrenchment,  to  be  placed  on  the  filea  of  the 
Honse,  on  which  their  recent  report  was 
gromided,  he  was  directed  by  that  committee 
to  say,  that,  from  the  want  of  time,  they  had 
not  been  able,  with  sufficient  consideration,  to 
prepare  and  mature  the  bills  and  resolutions 
necessary  to  carry  their  several  reoommenda- 
tJouB  into  effect,  even  if  the  House  could  have 
considered  them :  bnt  as  they  had  acted  with 
perfect  good  faith  to  the  House  on  the  snl^ect 
confided  to  them,  and  nnder  an  honest  convic- 
tion that  the  reforms  they  had  proposed  were 
essential  to  a  wise  economy  and  strict  acconnt- 
ability  in  the  public  expenditures,  the  m^ority 
of  that  oommittee  had  determined,  on  an  early 
day  of  the  next  session,  to  move  a  recommit- 
ment of  the  report,  with  a  view  of  reorganidng 
the  committee,  and  reporting  the  bills,  after  fuU 
deliberation  on  their  severu  provisions.  And 
to  this  the  House  might  consider  snch  of  tiie 
majority  as  pledged,  irtio  might  be  destined  to 
retom  at  the  next  session. 

Mr.  Caubbxlkko  said  that,  in  the  report 
from  the  minority  of  that  committee  cert^ 
mittera  were  stated  as  &cts,  which  were  not 


facts.  That  report  had  never  been  Eubmitted 
to  the  committee ;  and  he  conld  not  but  laj 
that  he  considered  it  as  having  been  introdaoM 
into  the  Honse  in  an  unparliainentary  msDii«r. 
Mr.  C.  here  qnoted  from  the  report  the  fallos- 
ing  passages: 

"  In  conclotiOD,  the  minority  of  the  eammitta 
would  remark,  that,  from  the  msmier  in  ■bich  tbe 
report  of  the  majority  was  preparad,it  hu  bMD  im- 
passible for  the  miDotity  to  eiuniae  iti  conmu 
and  preseet  their  obsetTaUona  apon  them,  *9  Fnllj 
M  they  could  have  wished,  or  ai  the  ImporliMe  N 
many  of  the  topics  would  require.  The  dilcntit 
subjects  of  investigatioD  were,  at  an  eaily  period, 
referred  to  sub-committeea,  of  each  of  wUch,  nN 
of  the  minority  was  a  member.  Toward*  Ibe  ckM 
of  their  labon,  skelebes  of  their  reports  (geaenDj 
brief)  were  exhibited  by  the  chairman  of  tbe  tii- 
committees,  to  the  individual  fonniag  the  miaoril.T. 
In  most  cases,  these  sketches  were  in  tbe  budi  of 
that  Individual  but  a  few  days,  and  in  oae  cue,  il 
least,  but  a  few  hours.  These  sketches  bring  thn 
returned  to  the  chatrman  of  the  cemmiltee,  wtit, 
by  him,  made  the  bams  of  a  feneral  repoit,  in  uliicl^ 
however,  new  matters  were  introduced,  of  sliicti, 
the  minority,  having  no  previoos  notice  of  ibni, 
will  be  found  to  have  prepared  no  eipUnition.  I> 
has,  of  coutse,  been  Impwulble  for  then  to  npUia 
what  they  did  not  know  to  have  been  objected  la 
This  is  now  mentioned,  not  as  milter  of  ecu- 
plunt,  bat  as  matter  of  fact,  reladve  to  the  modi 
in  which  the  minority  of  the  committee  hsie  dii- 
charged  their  duty." 

Kow,  tat,  said  Mr.  0.,  I  rose  merely  to  say.  o 
one  of  the  members  who  was  appointed  to  pn- 
pare  one  of  these  sab-reports,  (here  (med 
"  sketches,")  that  they  were  in  the  possewion  of 
the  gentlemen  for  a  connderable  time  Iwfors 
they  were  adopted  in  committee.  The  graier 
part  of  the  matter  they  contained,  was,  indMd, 
submitted  to  them  ton  days  before  the  cornmii- 
tee  reported.  If,  afterwards,  any  thing  "ss 
added,  it  was  not  snch,  either  in  quantity  or  im- 
portance, as  would  warrant  the  assertiw  t^' 
tuned  in  the  minority's  report.  My  oar  sab- 
r«>ort  was  certainly  presented  to  one,  st  lesst 
of  the  minority  in  time  for  it  to  be  emniiiH ; 
and  I  am  bound  to  say,  on  behalf  of  the  com- 
mittee, that  the  minority  were,  throogbonl  tie 
whole  investigation,  indulged  in  every  form  in 
which  it  was  possible ;  they  bad  all  the  oppor- 
tunity that  could  reasonably  be  desired  to  ei- 
amine  the  report  before  it  was  brought  into  the 
House.  At  last,  when  that  report  was  finall; 
prepared,  and  submitted  to  the  committer,  I 
moved  that  it  should,  on  the  same  day,  be  re- 
ported to  the  House,  which  I  was  induced  to 
do,  from  the  lateness  of  the  sesdon,  and  with  i 
desire  that  it  might  come  into  tbe  Honse  in 
time  to  be  acted  upon. 

Mr.  Bebobaitt  said,  that,  as  one  of  the  mi-   , 
nority  of  that  committee,  he  most  take  tlie  lib- 
erty of  ssying  that  they  did  not  consider  Hie 
member  from  New  York  (Mr,  CAinaiLEse} 
as  having  any  authority  to  declare  to  tlien  . 
what  it  was  right  for  than  to  sw  in  their  re-  i 
port,  and  what  it  was  not    He  did  not  know 
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«  *hat  groood  that  member  he]d  the  right  to 
teQ  other  members  how  to  do  their  duty. 
Ernr  Mitleman  mngt,  on  that  poist,  JadM  and 
tet  for  aimsel^  and  do  his  duty  with  aaoh  abil- 
itj-  H  be  might  pottesa,  be  it  greater  or  leas, 
fiat,  in  rejdr  to  tfie  gentleman  he  wonld  tay, 
th*t  the  Et«l«ment  which  the  gentleman  had 
qfloCed  from  the  report  of  the  minority,  had 
Dot  been  made  with  any  nnklnd  intention  to- 
wud  the  nuyoritj  of  the  committee,  and  be 
bemd  to  eaj,  generally,  that  the  minority  had 
mMe  no  oomiwiint  of  the  oondnct  of  the  oom- 
otittM,  nor  aid  they  feel  that  they  had  any 
caue  to  do  «o^  If  they  had,  they  wonld  have 
Mted  it,  and  made  the  complaint.  All  who 
were  prewot  during  the  whole  of  the  time 
■rben  the  committee  held  its  last  meeting,  (the 
genUeoian  from  New  York  had  been  preeent 
ooly  part  of  the  time,)  most  know  what  the 
ocmrae  of  the  minority  had  been.  The  papers 
from  the  other  memherH,  which  the  genueman 
calls  snb-rqioita,  were  pnt  into  the  hands  of  the 
chaimuo,  at  a  very  late  neriod,  and  he  had 
been  obliged  to  work  very  nard  to  digest  them 
into  a  report  in  the  time  he  did  so.  All  the 
members  ol  the  eonunittee  gave  him  credit  for 
Ub  indnatry,  and  for  the  motive  whieh  prompt- 
td  it,  rix.,  a  deure  to  ^t  the  report  into  the 
Hoose  in  time  to  have  it  acted  apon  with  due 
ddiberation.  He  did  intend,  as  all  the  com- 
nittee  knew,  to  have  presented  it  sooner,  bnt 
fomd  that  to  be  impracticable.  When  the  re- 
port wu  broaght  into  the  committee,  the  gen- 
tloua  fnxn  New  York  (Mr.  OucasELKire) 
otored  that  it  should  be  reported  to  the  Honae 
OB  that  day.  A  memtier  of  the  cmnmittee, 
bom  Maanchnaetta,  (Mr.  Evebktt,)  moved  to 
defer  its  presentation  til]  the  da;  following,  on 
the  grovod  that  the  minori^  had  not  an  op- 
p(ntniu^  of  preparing  a  re^ty  t«  any  new  mat- 
ter it  m^it  -'"tain ;  bnt  luB  motion  was  over- 
rakd.  The  minority,  thna  idtnated,  felt  it  in- 
eambent  on  them  to  rtate  the  fact,  aa  an  exonae 
tor  omittins  (if  the;  ahonld  have  omitted)  to 
i^y  to  all  the  matters  in  the  report  of  the 
miiorit;.  The  two  portions  of  the  committee 
diJfeiwd  in  their  views,  from  the  l>eginning  to 
the  end  of  their  proceedings,  bnt  ul  in  good 
humor,  and  with  mntnal  respect.  The  minor- 
ity never  meant  to  say,  or  insinuate,  that  the; 
had  any  complaint  against  the  rest  of  the  oom- 
mittce :  fbr,  he  repeated,  that,  if  they  had  so 
bit,  they  would  have  mode  the  complaint— as 
be  would  now  do,  if  he  thought  he  bad  any 
caasQ,  «duch  he  did  not. 

See  O'Olooe,  F.  M. 
Thakkiio  Oa  Speaker, 
Mr.  "Wtaawtj  of  Now  York,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolntion. 

&«b(4  That  the  thank*  of  this  House  be  pre- 
KBKd  to  the  honorable  Annaiw  Stirmsov,  Bpeak- 
'•  fbr  the  dignity,  impartiality,  promptitude,  and 
■tiilit;,  miih  which  be  haa  diKhuged  ^e  duties  of 
iIm  Oiair,  daring  the  present  session. 


[H.C 


The  Bpkaxkb  now  retired,  and  oalled  Hx, 
UooKX,  of  Alabama,  to  the  chair. 

]£r.  AnMSTKONO'  rose,  and  was  prefadng  a 
motion  to  lay  the  resolntion  upon  the  talila 
with  some  remarks,  diaoldraing  all  personal 
want  of  respect  toward  the  Speaker,  when  he 
was  called  to  order  b;  Ur.  OunKEoaa, 

Mr.  AsMBTBOsa  made  his  motion,  and  waa 
agun  proceeding  with  some  remarka,  when  he 
was  pronounced  to  be  ont  of  order. 

The  OHAixMas  now  reminded  Mr.  AsHSTBONa 
that  he  might  insist  on  his  motion  to  la;  the 
rceolntion  on  the  table. 

Mr.  A  being  then  out  of  his  seat,  did  not  ro- 
spond  to  the  Ohair ;  and  the  vote  wss  about  to 
be  taken ;  when 

Mr.  Ajomb-csoso  rose,  and  commenced  some 
prefatory  remarks  of  Uie  same  general  tenor 
aa  befbre. 

He  was  again  called  to  order  by  Mr.  Oaii- 


Man;  members  now  rose  at  onoe  to  addresa 
the  Ohair,  bnt  Mr.  Viktor  succeeded  in  obtidn- 
ing  the  floor,  contended  that  the  former  motion 
of  Mr.  AmiSTBOsa,  not  having  been  withdrawn, 
was  still  in  conrae  before  the  House  and  did 
not  need  to  be  formaUy  renewed. 

The  CauBMAS  now  explained ;  recapitulated 
the  several  stages  of  the  debate,  and  decided 
that  it  would  be  in  order  for  Mr.  AnicamoBa 
to  renew  his  motion.  He  having  renewed  it 
accordingly,  Mr.  Wiuii  demanded  the  yeas  ana 
nays,  which,  being  taken,  stood — yeas  61, 
nays  101. 

The  m^  question  waa  taken,  t)y  yeas  111, 
naye  28. 

So  the  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  Speaker 
was  adopted. 

Ohio  OanaU. 

The  Honee  proceeded  to  the  oonstderatitai  of 
the  amendments  of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  to  ^ 
the  State  of  Ohio  in  extending  the  lOami  Oanal 
fh>m  Dayton  to  Lake  Erie. 

The  amendments  consist  of  two  parts.  The 
first  is  to  grant  to  the  Stat«  of  Ohio  COO.OOO 
acrea  of  land  to  aid  in  making  the  Soioto,  or 
Grand  Canal,  in  that  State,  in  addition  to  the 
land  granted  by  the  bill  itael^  and  is  the  some 
in  substance  as  the  bill  rejected  b;  the  House 
some  days  ago.*    The  second  part  of  the  amend* 


*AiidthutluaMao(OUarMtlT*d  Mro  giuli  olland 
U  DM  dajr,  tad  in  OB*  bUl,  (ud  OH  of  th«D  *fl«r  U  b*d  t>«ra 
twio*  n}«I«d  In  Uw  Houe  of  BopnMntaf'i^)  la  aid  IS 
nuUDf  cuuli  wltlilii  th«  8t«ta— •  nuMt  atraniil  di^ne  ot 
UbtiaUt}',  of  wUeli  thira  hid  bHB  no  •umplo,  tad  In*  baea 
DoImltttlaB.  WulttlwnmiltatlUrlacUhKtoBlar  WMit 
tin  flgMt  of  eontriTMKM  lot  Ml  ninHa  pnipoMt  ofwUshro- 
I  ftvqneDt  palpibla  hlnO,  gin  broad 
ipneHdbjnilM  otoidw.    Vlutn* 


nositfnir  (In  Uu  lucnigt  of  ons  of  tha  ipgikkm)  btd  h^- 
pOBod  I  wtthont  ibowlsg  what,  ud  )io« ;  ud  la  an  slnaids- 
Hon  of  Iha  eDlfDU  auj'  thtov  a  lljbt— aa  ImtrnMI**  on*— 
OB  tha  biuliHM  of  IdcUlaUon  In  blgh  paitr  tlmaa,  It  ma;  ba 
piofltabl*  bar*  to  aclTa  lb    The  aotbor  of  tUt  abiUfmaat  la 
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mentB  to  tike  bill  proTides  for  the  conflrmaUoit 
of  land  ol^ms  in  Arkaasu, 

Mr.  WiuuKS  and  Mr.  UoCot  opposed  the 
■mendmenta;  and  th^  were  wanol;  advo- 
cated bj  ib.  TTBMratt,  and  at  conmderable 
length  by  Hr.  Fimdlat,  who  gave  a  foil  state- 
ment of  the  origin,  state,  and  Talne,  of  the  pres- 
ent oanala  in  Ohio,  and  ezpluned  the  neoesntj 
for  the  aid  of  the  Oovernmeut  In  ctnnpleting 

Mr.  Wxtoar,  of  Ohlo^  atii  it  was  not  fais  ob- 
ject to  oonaume  the  tiioe  of  the  Honse  in  debate 
at  this  late  hoar,  howerer  mnoh  he  might  be 
disposed  to  ottjeot  to  the  provisions  of  that  part 
of  the  amendment  jost  read,  if  they  stood  alone ; 
yet,  as  the  ol^eotioQS  rested  on  matters  of  ex- 
pediemjy  only,  not  affecting  principle,  as  they 
vera  connected  with  a  rabject  of  deep  interaat 
to  the  State  he,  in  part,  represented,  hia  ob- 
ject was  merely  to  express  a  nope  that  the  en- 
tire amendment  of  the  Senate  would  be  agreed 
to,  rattier  than  to  jeopard  the  bill,  by  returning 
it  again  to  the  Seuite. 

MoHDAT,  May  26. 
Jifational  PaintiTigt. 
Mr,  EvBBXiT  snbn^tted  the  following  rt«o- 
Inljon: 


[Hit,  ISS. 

Bnelttd,  That  the  Commlnioiwr  of  the  Pntfie 
Buildinga  be,  and  he  ia  hereby  intbcolud  to  taiai 
the  proper  neamres  to  be  taken  to  Mnra  tbc 
painting  in  the  Rotnndo  from  the  elTecIs  of  diop- 
neaa,  noder  the  direction  of  Joho  TmnibuD,  ud  U 
■Dow  the  Bald  John  Trumbull  a  reaioiuble  conpo)- 
Mtion  for  the  isiae. 

Mr.  HATms  moved  to  amend  the  rcMlntini 
by  striking  out  that  part  of  it  which  directed 
this  work  to  be  performed  under  the  roperin- 
tendance  of  Mr.  Tnunboll. 

After  eone  conversation  between  Kenn, 
EvxawT,  HAvma,  Vwoia,  and  S.  Woon,  on 
the  propriety  of  employing  an  eiperieuccd 
artist  in  this  operation,  the  amendment  wu  re- 
jected.   Ayes  fiS,  noes  6a. 

The  reeolotion  was  then  adopted. 


7  with  Uh  annt,  ud  ft 
doH  obHrw  of  It,  ud  (TUi  U)  Htw  Is  It, » Ikr  ■  HUttnc 
In  ta*  otb«r  bnooli  of  Dongia«,  (tlu  iteilLt.'i  1b  id  attunpt 
to  '■«>n«M  tha  proaadnn."  H«  will  ilT*  t)u  MlotloD— 
thni:  Tha ptMldMiUil  alHtloii  dvaadlBf, ud  tb*  ManA 
i<  tho  tiro  eandHftti^  (flMaid  JaokMi  and  Hr.  AdiDt,] 
both  ftBdou  to  pin  tba  voU  rf  Ohio  S>r  11*  bnirita,  ooa- 
MiTad  tb*  naa  Idaa  abont  the  Mm*  Umt;  Mmalr,  that  ■ 
Ubanl  (nut  o(  land  to  tb*  Blata  wonld  ba  ■  help  to  Iha  cao- 
Odata  wboa*  rvporlan  ebtalnad  IL  Sobothpattlaa  (mciB- 
bntofOblo,ofaowia)ni«T*d  Is  the  bDrfaaaa,  auh  bilBfInf 
iBiaipBoto  MII,aBdaaeh([vlhaftiU  amcoul  oTIud  ai- 
paelad.  BotthaMaBdiaf  Jaekaanwaraalltlla  tb*  qniA- 
<M,  ul  lat  Ib  thair  bill  flnt,  and  aaoarad  It  tha  flnt  enald- 
anUka  IB  the  OannltlM  ottba  Whel^  wboo  It  m*  aiMad 


poitad  to  tba  BouM.   Bat  b«n^tbat"«tM(  aa<niiinlM«v 

tumtdmt'iKtSmuA.  Tha  hill  wUeh  had  baea  bafbi^  lot 
bahlDd.  ThaoBabalowItontbacalaDdirpitabcTaltliilha 
Otj  iDd  belnc  takan  up  flnt,  na  paa**d  befim  tha  •^aect- 
tfant"  vu  dUeoTtrad.  Thia  wia  bUl  to  tha  otbar  bill— 
'dtoDt  and  diMrutMen  ta  «'— ai  ooa  or  Iti  Maodi  da- 
aliiad.  It  batsf  Impoadbk  to  aipaat  two  bllli,  Ibr  two  gnnti 
of  IwdtaoaaBtat(,tapaNattho  ama  tlma.  Andaowu 
tha  amt    Tha  ItUI  of  tha  Jaakaon  paitf,  oomliif  OB  aftar 


adlai 


dr  Maadi  Iban  to  obaaknuta  tha  more  by  gat- 
tffl  aUad  to  Iho  stbar,  ai  an  anMBdnWBt,  whan 
.  Thii  waa  doaa,  and  tha  laaia 
bOlbalmatraadtolBlha  Hooaa  aa  u  ^uadaaot,  which 
had  baaa  r^oolad  thaia  aa  a  UU.  tha  Stata  of  Cttdo  naalTod 
lb*  two  (in^  whan  nalthar  partr  hapad  fcr  more  than  ona 
iathabatfDBlBt.  Bosh  waa,  aat  bi^  ba,  natlawd  laiWaUoti 
iBhlfbpaitrtlinaal  paat  pvbUe  maa 


from  the  Committee  on  Betrenohment,  dinrt- 
ing  an  examination  of  the  printing  aocouDia  ri 
Guea  and  Beaton,  with  a  view  to  the  eonectkoi 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Haioltoii  Id 
amend  the  first  resolntioii,  by  inaerting,  at  tba 
end  of  the  aame,  these  words :  "  And  lh»t  bt 

Si^e  Clerh)  report  the  same  to  this  Booh  st 
e  next  session  of  Congress."  And  fnrther,  I7 
Btrikingont  the  second  reeolution  altogether. 

Mr.  BABTLTrr  inquired  the  reason  f«  re- 
qairing  an  acoonnt  of  only  a  particular  psrtrf 
the  printing  exeonted  by  Galea  and  Saatoat 
Why  was  not  the  aooonnt  to  embrace  tl» 
whole  t 

Mr.  HAMiLTon  rn^ed  that  the  part  d«u^ 
nated  was  all  of  which  the  Committee  <»  Be- 
trenohment liad  to  complain. 

Mr.  Babtlxtt,  after  a  few  pre&tory  lemvk^ 
moved  to  strike  ont  so  maoh  of  the  resdatiMi 
as  goes  to  elasriff  the  printing  and  to  nqinn 
the  acoonnt  only  of  «  partionlar  branch  w  it, 
so  as  to  make  the  reeolnuoa  embrace  the  wk^ 

Clett  of  tU  SettUm. 

A  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  in- 
forming the  HoQse  that  the  Senate  had  puw 
a  resomtlon  for  the  appointment  of  a  Joint 
Committee,  to  w^t  on  the  Preodent  d  the 
United  States,  and  notify  him  that  Congre* 
were  abont  to  adjourn,  onlees  he  had  fiirtbff 
commnnioatioDS  to  make. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  VmoHT,  of  Ohio, 

The  Eonse  concorredin  theresolntionollM 
Senate,  and  Mr.  Wbioht,  of  Ohio,  and  Mr. 
DioEiNsoN  were  appointed  the  oooimittee  oa 
the  part  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Wrisht,  of  Ohio,  from  the  Joint  Com- 
mittee appointed  for  the  purpose,  reported  that 
the  committee  wuted  on  the  President  of  tha 
United  Statea,  and  inibrmed  him  that  the  two 
Houses  wera  aboot  to  dose  the  present  SeasloD, 
by  adjonnmient,  nnless  he  had  imrther  oohidki- 
nioatioatoualLetoaongreea;  and  that  the  com' 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  CON&BESa. 

doM  e/  tin  BtMOo*. 


mittee  reoeived  for  snswer,  that  he  had  no 
firtber  oommimiciatioiiB  to  make. 

The  SiVAKBR  then  row  and  addresed  tho 
Hoiue,  nearlj  in  the  following  words : 


:  I  araU  mjulf  of  the  moiDeot  of 
Kptntkm,  to  eipttM  mj  deep  senae  of  gntitade 
ud  obGgation  to  thoee  «bo  We  kiadlj  borna  such 
i£nis«aUled  temimOD;  to  mj  official  cooduct  u  Ihe 
insAng  officer  of  this  Eoiuw ;  and  I  should  be  un- 
vortlij  of  it,  if  I  did  not  fnnklf  acknowledge  that 
I  reel  both  gratified  and  flattered  at  the  manner  and 
dnuwiaiicea  imder  which  it  has  been  done.  Kelt 
Id  the  eonacioDaDea  of  an  npright  ducharge  of  mj 
ofldil  dodea,  and  the  confidence  of  my  countrj,  u 
the  ((teem  nod  appn^tlon  of  thi*  Bonce ;  and  I 
hope  I  najr  be  pern^ted  to  aaj,  without  nnit;,  that 
I  hiTa  cndeaTored  to  merit  it,  b  j  nnwearied  icalaad 
ndnitf,  and  a  devotion  of  my  time  and  talente  to 
in  aenke.  Thi«  atatkok,  high  and  exalted  as  it  is, 
hll,  at  DO  time,  been  without  ita  embatraaamenta 
and  ttiila.  Throughout  thia  loiK  and  protracted 
aiiaoa,  it  has  been  one  continued  acene  of  aeTere 
reaposcibiGtT  «nd  noeumpled  labor.  Aware  of  the 
diScaltj,  p^aapa  of  the  leuierity,  of  attempting  to 
please  ererj  oaie,  I  determined  to  paraue,  fearieasly, 
vlial  I  beOere^  to  be  the  path  of  duty,  regardleaa 

t  tbta  Chair  to  gratify  no  private 


dnooi  datie*  have  been  diaeharged  with  a  atngle  eye 
ta  tba  Iitereata  of  the  nation,  the  cbarachr  and  dig- 
aily  of  the  House,  and  my  own  honor.  Tour  kind 
and  nattering  tdM  of  approbation  aaanrea  me,  that 
nj  efforta  baTo  not  been  wholly  nnavailiDg;  and 
candor  r«i{iiinM  ma  lo  aay  that,  amidst  all  the  diffi- 


of  thia  long  and  laborioua  at 
and  harmony  of  our  deliberationa  hare  been  tfireat- 
eoed,  and  our  council*  divided,  under  the  iiduence  of 
momentary  excitementi  of  paadon  or  party,  I  tnut 
they  hare  now,  happily,  passed  away,  and  that  we 
shall  aeparate  in  the  apirit  of  peace  and  good  wilL 
Here,  or  elsewhere,  it  Is  to  be  hoped,  (hat  all  hare 
but  one  olyect  at  heart — the  good  of  our  common 
country.  Let  me  admonish  you,  gentlemen,  that 
that  countrj 'now  stands  as  a  mighCy  land  and  sea 
iDwrk  in  the  map  of  the  world.  It  Is  a  beacon  on 
the  margiu  of  the  main,  which  servcB  as  an  eiample 
to  other  nations,  whilst  it  denotes  the  proud  pre- 
eminence of  our  own.  Its  future  deatinlea,  and  the 
bleadnga  wa  enjoy,  mnat  TitaUy  depend  on  the  ohar> 
scter  and  dellberatioDS  of  this  House.  The  anrest 
means  of  preserring  these  blesdngs  and  our  nidon 
unimpaired,  is  in  a  sacred  and  iniriolate  regard  to 
the  charter  of  our  liberties,  and  a  ajaten  of  legisla- 
tion  fonnded  on  the  prinoiplei  of  an  honest  policy, 
and  dictatedby  the  q^t  of  an  enlightened  and  dlf- 
fusive  patrlodsm.  Let  ua  do  nothmg,  then,  whloh 
rtwU  snake  these  solid  fbondatioiM  of  onr  nmon  and 
liberty,  or  impdr  the  conftdeoee  of  the  people  in 
our  tree  insdtuliona ;  but  let  our  proceedinga  be 
marked  by  mntnal  fbrbearance,  moderation,  and 
wisdom.  Ton  will  carry  with  yon,  in  year  retire' 
meat,  gentlemen,  mf  best  wishea  fbr  jour  health 
and  hap;dneas ;  and  I  ardently  pray  to  Almighty 
Ood,  that,  when  we  again  assemble,  we  may  find  onr 
countrj  flouriablng,  ludted,  and  happy. 

"  In  performing  the  last  act  of  dnty,  by  declaring 
thia  House  ai^cmmed  to  the  first  Hondaj  in  Decem- 
ber, I  bid  yon  all  an  affectionate  tkrewelL" 
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PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE 


VjoxmLt,  December  1, 1628. 

At  19  o'dcxik  a,  the  honorable  Euiukl  Bioth, 

Preddent  of  the  Senate  pro  tempore,  took  tlie 


The  osnal  messagw  were  interchanged  be- 
tween the  two  Housed  relatiTe  to  the  fonnatdon 
of  a  qnonun,  &c.,  and  a  committee  appointed 
to  wut  upon  the  Ireeident  of  the  United  States. 


TuxflDAT,  December  8. 

Ur.  JoBDBTOs,  of  Iioaisiana,  from  the  com- 
mittee appointed  jesterday  to  wut  upon  the 
Preudent  of  the  United  States,  and  inform  him 
that  a  qaomm  of  the  two  Honaes  bad  assem- 
bled, &c.,  reported  that  the7  had  performed  the 
dtit7  asMffned  them,  end  that  the  Fretddent 
Tonld  make  a  cotnmnnlcation  to  the  two  Eonses 
to^aj  at  12  o'clock. 

A  Message  was  shortly  afterwarda  received 
from  the  Fraaident  irfthe  United  States,  by  Hr. 
John  Adams,  his  Secretary,  which  was  as 
fdlowB : 


B  of 

nlation  and  gratefal  acknowledgment,  we  are  ad- 
monisbed,  at  this  retnni  of  the  season  when  the 
BepresentatiTes  of  the  nation  are  anembled  to  de- 
Uberale  upon  their  concenu,  to  oSbr  up  tha  tribute 
of  fer?ent  and  graleftil  hearts  for  the  neTer-faiUng 
mercies  of  Him  who  mleth  orer  alL  Be  has  aeatn 
&TOTed  va  with  healthful  Beasonl  and  abundant  bar- 
Teita.  He  hai  nistalned  ns  in  peace  with  foreign 
cotmtries,  and  In  tranqdIUtT  within  onr  borders.  He 
hu  preserved  us  in  the  qolet  and  nndiitnrbed  pos- 
session of  dvil  and  religjoBs  liberty.  He  has  crown- 
ed the  /ear  mth  His  goodnesi,  Impodng  on  ns  no 
Other  conditions  than  of  hnpniTlnj^for  onr  own  hap- 


tJes  with  which  we  hare  tieen  endowed  by  Him  to 
His  gl0T7,  and  to  ear  own  temporal  and  eternal 


In  the  relations  of  onr  Fedetal  Union  with  onr 
brethren  of  tha  human  race,  the  changes  which  hate 
occurred  since  the  close  of  your  last  sea^n  hava 

Snerailj  tended  to  the  preaerratiou  of  peaoe  and  to 
3  coltlTation  of  harmony.  Before  yow  last  sepa- 
ration a  war  bad  nnhappUy  been  kindled  between 
the  Empire  of  Buaaia,  one  of  those  with  which  our 
intercourse  has  been  no  other  than  a  constant  ei- 


religiouB  opioions,  and  maiima  of  goTemment,  oi 
their  pact,  little  suited  to  the  formation  of  those 
bonds  of  mutual  beneTolence  which  result  &om  the 
benefits  of  commerce,  had  kept  ns  in  a  state,  per- 
haps too  much  prolonged,  of  coldness  and  alienation. 
The  eiten^vo,  fertile,  and  popoloos  dominions  of 
the  Sultan  belong  rather  to  the  Auatic  than  the  En- 
ropean  dirigion  of  the  human  family.  They  enter 
but  partially  into  the  system  of  Koropei  nor  hare 
their  wars  with  Bnasa  and  Auitiia,  the  European 
States  upon  which  they  border,  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury past  distorbed  Uie  paoiflo  relations  of  those 
States  wUh  the  ether  great  powers  of  Enrope.  Nri- 
thcT  France,  nor  Pmsma,  nor  Qreat  Britain,  has  erer 
taken  part  m  tbem ;  nor  is  it  l«  be  expected  that 
tliey  will  at  this  time.  The  declaration  of  war  by 
Bossia  baa  received  the  approbation  or  acquiescence 
of  her  allies,  and  wa  may  indulge  the  hope  that  its 
proKress  and  termination  will  be  ugnaliied  by  tha 
moderation  and  fort>earacce,  no  less  than  by  the  en- 
ergy of  the  Emperor  Nicbolss,  and  that  it  wiU  aDord 
the  opportunity  for  such  collateral  agency  in  behalf 
of  the  suflbriog  Qreeka  as  will  secure  to  them  nltj- 
mately  the  trinmph  of  humanity  and  of  freedom.  - 

The  state  of  our  particnlar  relations  with  tnaot 
has  scarcely  varied  In  the  course  of  the  pieaent  year. 
Tha  commercial  intereoorse  between  the  two  conn- 
triee  has  contjnned  to  increase  for  the  mntnal  bene- 
fit of  both.  The  claims  of  indemmty  to  nnmben  of 
our  fellow-ciUzens  for  depredations  upon  their  prop- 
erty heretofore  committed,  daring  the  Bevolutrana- 
ry  Govemmenta,  still  remain  oaa^'nsted,  and  BtQl 
form  the  sabject  of  earnest  representation  and  le- 
monstrance.  Kecent  advices  &om  the  Minister  of 
the  United  States  at  Paris  enconrage  the  eipecta- 
tion  that  the  appeal  to  the  Justice  of  the  IVench 
Government  will  ere  long  receive  a  &varable  con- 
sideration. 

The  last  friendly  expedient  has  been  resorted  to 
for  the  dedaion  of  the  controvecey  with  Great  Brit- 
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•is,  nhliiig  to  the  Northeastern  boiuiduy  of  tb« 
Uiitfd  States  B7  ui  ftgreement  irith  the  Biitiih 
GanmmcDt,  curjing  into  «Stet  the  proTUons  of 
.  ttefftbiriide  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  and  the  con- 
nedon  of  »th  September,  1617,  ffis  Uajwtj  the 
EiBg  of  the  Nethenuids  bu,  bj  common  concent, 
i*a  Mieeted  m  (he  nmtdte  between  the  partiea. 
Ibepropotal  to  him  to  accept  the  desination  for 
tbe  periomance  of  this  friendly  irflce  will  be  toade 
It  IB  early  day,  aod  the  United  Statei,  relying  upon 
the  Jntice  of  their  canae,  wiD  cheerfully  commit  the 
nUtnment  of  it  to  a  Prince  equally  dmingntehed 
far  the  independence  of  his  Bpbit,  b^  kide&tJgable 
laidaity  to  the  dutiea  of  hla  itatlon,  and  hia  inSex- 
iUc  r*""*!  probity. 

Oir  Mmmercial  relations  whh  Great  Britain  vill 
dtiuiu  the  aeiions  conridcratloQ  of  Connen,  and 
Ike  cierciae  of  a  conciliatory  and  forbeanng  spirit 
n  the  pofiey  of  both  GoTcmmenta.  The  state  of 
then  baa  been  materially  chanRed  by  the  act  of 
CoDgieM  paaed  at  their  last  temonj  in  ahdralian  of 
the  letnd  acts  Impodng  dnties  on  Imports,  and  by 
leli  of  more  noent  date  of  the  British  Fariiamcnt. 
Tbe  t&ot  of  the  interdiction  of  direct  trade,  com- 
mesoed  by  Great  Britain  and  redproeated  by  tbe 
United  Slates,  has  been,  at  was  to  be  foreeeeo,  oijy 
to  Bbslitile  different  chamwls  for  an  exchange  of 
omnoditiei  indlspensabte  to  the  coletdes  and  prof- 
hiUe  to  a  nuieroiiB  clan  of  our  fellov-eitiiens. 
Tht  eqiorts,  (he  revenoe,  the  navigation,  of  the 
Dsiied  States,  have  snllfered  no  dlmmntlon  by  oar 
etdaBoo  troa.  direct  access  to  tbe  British  colonies. 
TW  telooiei  pay  more  dearly  for  tbe  necessaries  of 
Ifa,  *Udi  tAEir  goremment  burdens  with  the 
rtiii|tl  of  double  voyages,  freight,  insurance,  and 
[(■■JBiun,  and  tbe  [^onts  of  our  exports  are  some* 
■bt  impaired,  and  more  iojurlooily  transferred 
'■•B  one  portion  ofoorddtens  to  anoUier.  There- 
MBplioD  of  this  AA  and  otherwise  exploded  aystem 
of  stlodsl  eichiiion  has  not  secored  to  the  shipidog 
iUnsM  of  Oreat  Biit^  the  relief  which,  st  the  ex- 
poH  of  the  distant  colonies  and  of  the  United 
Sut^  it  «••  expected  to  afford.  Other  measnres 
hre  been  lesorted  to  more  p<^tedly  bearing  opon 
Ik  sarigatian  of  the  United  fiulea,  and  which,  un- 
Im  HMttfad  by  the  eonstruction  gtren  to  the  recent 
scbcf  h^ment,  will  fie  mamiestly  IncompaUble 
•ith  tbe  podtiTc  stipulations  of  the  commercial  con- 
venieo  existing  between  the  two  countries.  That 
conreatioa,  however,  may  be  terminated,  with 
Ivehre  mmlh^  notice,  at  tbe  option  of  either 
party. 

A  ina^  of  amhy,  narigatloD,  and  commerce  be- 
tween the  Uidted  BUtee  and  His  Majesty  the  Em- 
K**i  ^Austria,  Kng  of  Eongary  and  Bohemia, 


U  powers  of  tbe  Aostiian  Qoremment.  Independ- 
ody  of  the  Dew  and  friendly  reUUons  wluch  may 
be  thus  coounenced  with  one  of  the  most  eminent 
ud  powerful  nations  of  the  earth,  tbe  occadon  bas 
Wen  taken  in  it,  as  in  other  recent  treaties  con- 
deded  by  tbe  United  Ststes,  to  extend  those  princt- 
plssef  Uteral  intercottrse  and  of  fUr  reciprocity 
*Udi  Inlertwine  wMi  the  eicbanre  of  commerce, 
Ik  pimciples  ofjoitice,  and  tbe  ftellngs  of  mutual 
twactolence.  TUt  system,  first  i^ocblmed  to  the 
wcsid  la  the  fb«t  commereU  treaty  ever  coDclnded 
by  4e  UsJted  States,  that  of  «th  February,  1178, 
elA  naaea,  has  been  inrtriataly  the  oberisned  poll- 
CTofsdiDiiML    It  is  bj' treatlM  of  conuMTce 


alone  that  it  can  be  made  ultimately  to  prevail  as 
the  esUblishsd  system  of  aUdvilixed  nations.  With 
this  principle  our  &thers  extonded  tbe  band  of 
fiiendahip  to  every  nstion  of  the  globe,  and  to  this 
policy  our  conntry  has  ever  since  sdhered ;  what- 
ever of  regulation  in  our  laws  has  ever  been  adopted 
unfavorable  to  the  interest  of  any  foreign  nation, 
his  been  essentially  defensive  and  counteracting  to 
^milar  regulations  of  tbeire  operating  against  us. 

Imluediately  after  the  close  of  the  war  of  inde- 
pendence, commissioners  were  appointed  by  the 
Congress  of  the  ConCederation,  authorised  to  con- 
clude treaties  with  every  nation  of  Gnrope  disposed 
to  adopt  them.  Before  tbe  wais  of  the  ^nch  Rev- 
olution, such  treaties  bad  been  consummated  wtth 
the  United  Netheiiands,  Sweden,  and  Proaaia.  Dur- 
ing those  wars  treaties  with  Great  Britain  and  Spain 
had  been  effected,  and  those  irilh  Bussia  and  France 
renewed.  In  *U  these,  soma  oooceasions  to  the  Ub^ 
eral  priuolplea  of  interGOSrse  proposed  by  the  U^ted 
Slates  hsd  been  oblsined ;  but  as,  In  all  tbe  nego- 
tiations, they  csme  occadonally  In  collisian  with 
previous  biternal  regolalioas,  or  eiclunve  and  ex- 
cluding compacts  of  monopoly,  with  which  the  other 
parties  had  been  trammelled,  the  advanoes  made  in 
them  towards  the  freedom  of  trade  were  partial 
■nd  Imperfect.  Colonial  establishments,  chartered 
companies,  and  shipbuilding  influence  pervaded  and 
encumbered  tbe  legislation  of  idl  tbe  great  com- 
mercial Stales;  and  the  United  States,  m  oflbrlng 
free  trade  and  equal  privilege  to  all,  were  com- 
pelled to  acqaiesce  in  maoy  exceptions  with  each  of 
the  partiea  to  their  treaties,  accommodated  to  their 
existing  laws  and  anterior  eogagemcnts. 

The  coloDisl  system  by  which  this  whole  hemi- 
sphere was  bound  bos  fallen  Into  rains;  totsUyabd- 
ished  by  revolutions,  converting  colonies  Into  inde- 
pendent nations  throughout  the  two  American 
contineots,  excepting  a  portion  of  territory  ehleSy 
at  the  northern  eitremity  of  our  own,  and  cmtfioed 
to  the  remnants  of  dominion  retained  by  Great  Brit- 
ain over  the  insulsr  Archipelsgo,  geogiaphically  the 
appendsxes  of  our  part  of  tbe  globe.  With  ail  the 
rest  we  have  free  trade,  even  with  the  insnlar  colo- 
nies of  all  the  European  nations,  except  Great  Brit- 
sin.  Her  Government  also  had  niAnifested  ap- 
proBchee  to  the  adoption  of  a  ft«e  and  liberal  intei^ 
course  between  her  colonies  and  other  nations, 
though,  by  a  sudden  and  scarcely  explained  revol- 
sion,  the  spirit  of  exclusion  has  been  revived  fb( 
operation  upon  the  Unit*d  States  alone. 

The  concludon  of  out  last  treaty  of  peace  with 
Great  Brit^  wu  sbortiy  afterwardp  fWIowed  by  a 
commercial  convention,  placing  tiie  direct  inter- 
course between  the  two  coimtries  upon  a  footing  of 
more  equal  reciprocity  than  had  ever  before  been 
admitted.  The  same  prindple  has  since  been  much 
farther  extended,  by  treaties  with  France,  Sweden, 
Denmark,  the  HanseaUc  cities,  Frussia  In  Enrope, 
and  with  the  Republics  of  Colombia  and  of  Central 
America,  in  this  hemisphere.  The  mutual  abolition 
of  discriminating  duties  and  charges  upon  the  navi- 
gatioB  uid  commercial  intercourse  between  the  par- 
ties is  the  general  maxim  which  chatsderises  them 
iiL  Tiere  Is  reason  to  expect  that  it  will,  at  no 
distant  period,  be  adopted  by  other  nations,  both  of 
Europe  and  Anieric^  and  to  hope  that,  by  Its  uui- 
versU  prevalence,  one  of  the  frnitfU  sonrces  of  wan 
of  commercial  competition,  will  be  extinguished. 

Among  the  nations  upon  whose  goTemmenta 
many  of  otu  feUow<itiiens  have  bad  loDg-pendiog 
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eUimi  of  Indemuitj  for  depredations  upon  their 
propertj  during  a  period  when  the  rlgbtt  of  neatial 
conmierce  Ksre  duregarded,  was  that  ofDeimiwk. 
Thej  irere,  mmd  after  the  iieDls  occarred,  the  Bub' 
Ject  of  a  special  mission  from  the  United  States,  at 
the  cloae  of  which  the  auurance  was  giren  \rj  His 
Danish  Kiyesty  tbat,atapeiiodof  moretnDquillity, 
and  of  less  distress,  thej  would  be  considered,  ex- 
amined, and  dedded  npon,  in  a  spilt  of  detenniDed 
purpose  for  the  disptnaatton  of  justice.  I  hare  nmofa 
pleaiara  in  infDrmlng  Coqktmi  tliat  the  fulfilment 
of  this  honoratile  promlae  is  now  in  progress ;  that 
a  anuU  portion  of  the  claims  baa  already  been  tat- 
tled, to  the  salis&ctiou  of  the  claimants ;  and  that 
ire  faaTe  reason  to  hope  that  the  remundcr  will 
shortly  be  placed  in  a  train  of  equitable  adjustment. 
This  result  bas  alwajft  been  confldentl;  expected, 
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minions  has,  through  everj 
maintained. 

The  general  aspect  of  the  afUra  of  our  n^gfabor- 
ing  American  naUoM  of  the  South  Yttm  been  ntW 
of approMhingtbAoofsettledtraiiquillitT.  Intemal 
di8tiirl>Bncea  hsTe  been  more  frequent  anumg  then 
than theireonunODftiendswonldnaTodeiiiM.  Our 
intercDune  with  all  has  continued  to  be  that  of 
Mendahip,  and  of  mutual  good  wUL      Treaties  of 
commerce  and  of  boundaries  with  the  United  Mexi- 
can States  hsTe  been  negotiated,  but,  from  Tarions 
BuccessiTe  obstacles,  not  yet  brought  to  a  final  con- 
clusion.   The  ciTil  war  wliich  nnfortniMtelj  still 
preTails  in  the  BOT)aI>Ue  of  Central  America  baa  been 
unpropitiouB  to  the  cultiraUon  of  our  eommocial 
reUtiona  with  tbem ;  and  the  dinMPsioni  and  revo- 
Intionarr  changea  in  the  Bepublics  of  OolMnUa  and 
of  Peru  hare  been  teen  wiUi  cordial  regiet  by  us, 
who  would  gladly  contribute  to  the  hapfdneu  of  both. 
Itit  with  great  8*tis&ctian,howeTer,  that  we  haye 
witnessed  the  recent  conclusion  of  a  peace  betweeo 
the  ODTenunenta  of  Buenos  Ayree  and  of  Braiil 
and  it  is  equally  grattfytnj  -       "-        ...... 

nity  has  been  obtained  f 
which  our  fetlow-citisens  1 
of  those  countriea.  The  rest  are  in  a  train  of  nego- 
tiation, which  we  hope  may  terminate  to  EDutuai 
■atisCactlon,  and  that  it  may  be  succeeded  by  a  treaty 
of  commerce  and  iiSTigation  upon  Bbeial  principle*, 
propitiona  to  a  great  and  growing  commerce,  al- 
ready important  to  the  Inter«sls  of  our  country. 

The  condition  and  projects  of  Ute  revenue  are 
mora  &Torable  than  our  most  sanguine  expectations 
had  anticipated.  The  balance  in  the  Treasury  on 
the  first  of  Janoary  last,  eidnsite  of  the  moneys 
noeired  under  the  convention  of  18th  Nofember, 
IBSfl,  with  Qreat  B^itah^  waa  fire  millions  eight 
hundred  and  sixiyKme  thousand  nine  hondred  and 
■eTenty-two  doIlarB  and  eighty-three  cents.  The 
receipts  into  the  Traaanry  from  the  first  of  Jan- 
uary to  the  Both  of  Beptember  last,  so  br  u  they 
ha?  beecD  aaoertainwl,  to  form  the  ba^  of  an  esti- 
mate, amoont  to  eighteen  milliona  six  hundred  and 
thirty-three  thousand  nioehundred  and  eighty  dol- 
lars and  twenty-ecTen  cents,  which,  with  the  receipts 
of  the  present  quarter,  estimated  at  Btb  millions 
four  hundred  and  sixty-one  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eighty-three  dollars  and  forty  cents,  form  an  ag- 
gregate of  receipts  during  the  year  of  twenty-four 
milUons  and  ninety  four  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-three  dollars  and  ^ty-aeren  cents.  The  ei- 
peadiiniei  of  the   year  may  probably  amount  to 
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twenty^ve  millions  six  hundred  and  thirty-ieTen 
thousand  fire  hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  ditjr- 
three  cents ;  and  leare  In  the  Treasury,  on  tiie  Gilt 
of  January  next,  the  sum  of  fire  millions  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-five  thousand  six  hundred  and 
thirty-eight  dollars  and  fourteen  cents. 

The  reotipts  of  the  preseut  year  have  amounted 
to  near  two  millions  more  than  was  antichialed  at 
the  commencement  of  the  last  sesmon  of  Cengreaa 

The  amouBt  of  duties  tecored  oo  Importa^oni 
tttaa  the  1st  of  January  to  the  80th  of  September 
was  about  twenty-two  millions  nine  hundred  and 
ninety-seTen  thousand,  and  that  of  the  estimated 
accruing  reTeoae  It  five  tuUlions,  leaving  an  aggre- 

Cfor  the  year  of  near  twenty-eight  miUious.  , 
Is  one  million  more  than  the  estimate  made  list 
December  tor  the  accruing  revenue  of  the  nreseiit 
year,  which,  with  allowances  for  drawbaus  and 
contingent  defi^encies,  was  expeeted  to  produce  an 
actwd  rerenne  of  twenty-two  niOiona  three  hundred 
thoosand  dollai*.  Had  theae  only  been  realiied,  the 
expenditure*  of  the  year  would  have  been  also  pro- 
iNKtionaUy  reduced.  For,  of  these  twenty-fonr  gkO- 
Uont  received,  upwards  of  nine  mllUona  have  been 
applied  to  the  extincUon  of  puMic  debt  bearing  sn 
Interest  of  dx  per  oaA.  a  year,  and,  of  eoorae,  re- 
ducing the  bnithes  of  interest  annually  payable  in 
future  by  the  amount  of  more  than  lialf  a  nuilion. 
The  payments  on  account  of  interest  during  the  cui^ 
rent  year  exceed  three  millions  of  dollar*,*  present- 
ing an  aggregate  of  more  than  twelve  miUions  sp- 
plied  darins  the  year  to  the  discharge  of  the  public 
debt,  the  whole  it  which  remaining  due  on  tfte  1st 
of  January  next  wOl  amount  only  to  Bfly-elght  mil- 
lion* three  hundred  and  sixty-two  thonaand  on* 
hundred  and  thirty-flve  dolbu*  and  aeventy-elght 

That  the  revenue  of  the  ensi^g  year  will  not  Ul 
short  of  that  received  in  the  one  now  exjuring  tlieie 
ate  IndicaUoni  which  can  scarcely  prove  deceptive. 
In  our  country  a  ""'<"""  experience  of  forty  yeaii 
has  ihown  that,  whatever  ^e  tariff  of  dutiea,  upon 
artides  imported  from  abroad,  has  Iteen,  the  amount 
of  import^ons  has  always  borne  an  average  value 
nearly  amtroaching  to  that  of  the  export*,  though 
occanoimy  differing  in  the  balance,  somedmcs  ^- 


oteiports  shouli 
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■mall,  andonly  amnall  tialance, 


addition  to  tLe  wealth  of  the  niticD. 
tent  of  the  prosperous  commerce  of  the  nation  must 
be  regulated  by  the  amount  of  it*  export*,  and  an 
important  addition  to  tiie  value  of  these  »ill  draw 
after  it  a  corresponding  increase  of  importations.  It 
has  happened,  in  the  vidsmtudei  of  the  seasons, 
that  the  harvests  of  all  Europe  hare,  in  the  late 
summer  and  autumn,  fallen  short  of  their  usual  av- 
erage.   A  relaxation  of  the  interdict  upon  the  im- 

...  .  0  the 

granaries  of  our  couutrv,  and  a  new  prospect  of  re- 
ward presepted  to  the  labon  of  the  husbandman. 
which  for  several  yean  his  been  denied.    This  a 
cession  to  the  profits  of 
and  western  portions  of  oi 

ng  mltbMt  of  dallm,  oat  of  an  laooDa  ef 
lioni,  (IwvlBC  bat  twatva  mlUlBOl  fci  dl  tbs 
It  upaadltaMi,)  woaM  iaiftij  i  dsgne  «( 
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tcnponrj.  It  mj  conliiine  for  ■  dngle  jtu.  It 
Mjb^ububeaiiaften  eipericoecd  in  the  reroln- 
lioni  of  time,  bat  the  &nt  of  MTenl  Bcuitj  hmrreiti 
in  Iff  I  minn  We  nuj  eouideT  it  c«Ttun  tb>t, 
kt  ibc  ipprtMcfaing  j«*r,  it  hu  added  an  it«m  of 
krti  unonat  to  tbe  nine  of  nr  export*,  tnd  tliet 
it  nD  pradoee  a  cofreipondiDg  imsnaie  of  bnporta* 
tioiM.  It  mmj  therefon  oonSdentlj  be  foTMeen 
tbu  de  re*enae  of  IBSV  will  equal,  and  probabl; 
eiceed,  that  of  IBIS,  and  will  afford  the  meane  of 
dtinpiidiuig  ten  mlllioni  moTe  of  the  principal  of 
the  psbGc  debt. 

Thii  new  element  of  proeperlt;  to  that  part  of 
««r  agrtcnltiiia]  indoatir  wUch  ii  oecnpied  in  pro- 
deciBs  tbe  lint  ardcle  of  homan  subaiMcnoe,  la  of 
tb  noM  cbecitog  character  to  the  feeUnga  of  pa- 
C4»tni.  Froeeeding  from  a  causa  which  tramam- 
tf  nH  view  with  oonoeni,  the  iiiASTingi  of  acardt; 
is  £ataot  btnda,  It  jtelda  a  eoiwolator;  lefleetiDa 
Itat  t^  Karcit;  b  In  no  raapeet  attribntaUe  la  sa ; 
OattteoBca  bom  the  diapeiMatioii  of  Him  wlio  M- 
iaem  all  In  wWom  and  goodneaa,  and  wlio  permlta 
eril  italf  adf  *•  an  Inatrnment  of  gftoA;  that,  Sa 
from  eeotribnting  to  thia  aoardtj,  our  agencj  will 
be  apiAed  onlj  to  the  aUeriation  of  its  aeveritj ; 
and  that,  io  pouring  forth  from  the  abnodanoe  of 
ear  owB  gamers  IM  anppUea  which  will  partially 
Ka(«e  [d^ntT  to  thoae  who  are  hi  need,  we  atwll 
eatadrta  Kdace  our  atorea  and  add  to  tbe  price  of 
«vownbTe«d,ao*«,  in  aooM  degree,  to  participate 
h  lb  wanti  wlileh  it  will  be  the  gt«d  Ibrtnne  of 
otteomtry  to  rdiera. 

Tbe  neat  tDtenat*  of  an  agricnltnial,  conuner- 
dd,iBd  lunitfiwtariiig  nation  are  aa  linked  in 
niM  together  that  no  pennaaent  oanie  of  proaper- 
ilj  to  oae  of  tbeni  can  operate  without  extending 
to  nOacaee  to  the  otbara.  All  theae  intereaU  are 
•ike  nder  die  proteodng  power  of  tbe  LerialatlTe 
uOoriqr,  and  tbe  dotlee  of  the  repraeantatite  bod- 
in  na  to  eonoiliate  then  In  humon  j  together. 
Bd  fir  aa  tbe  ohject  of  tazadon  ii  to  rake  a  reranoe 
tvAebargiag  tbe  debt*  and  de&ajlDg  tbe  eipenae* 
«f  Ibaeemmnnitf,  It  aluMitd,aa  miu£  aa  poaaible, 
adt  the  barlhen  with  equal  band  npon  all,  in  propor- 
Sm  to  their  sbiBtT  of  bearing  itwitboot  oppnMMB. 
Bit  the  legiahtioii  of  one  miUod  la  aometimM  hi- 


■Towad,  adapted  to  tbedeprieelopof  atiralnaapn, 
wfll  aatniaDr  aboand  with  r^;«>latloaB  of  interact 
^OB  Ike  pvdnctioM  of  tbe  sMl  or  indnitrf  of  the 
ether  which  come  In  competition  with  Its  own,  and 
win  paaaant  mconragement,  perbapa  CTcn  iKiiinty, 
to  tbe  taw  material  of  the  other  Blate  which  it  can- 
net  pradnea  itael^  andvUobiaeiatntUlfeFtfaenae 
efiM  BaonActurea,  competilora.  In  tbe  marketa  of 
the  world,  with  thoae  oT  Ha  comnMndalrivaL  Sneb 
a  Aa  alate  of  the  coBmetdal  lagialation  of  Great 
Britain,  aa  it  twan upon  ovrlntereata.  Iteschidaa, 
«tth  Bterdietiu  dndea,  aU  Importation  (except  In 
tfneef  aBeroacdUngflHBlneloftbeBreat  ataple  im>- 
d«tiaM^«nrlDddleandWenemSUtea;  ttpro- 
acfOc^  with  aqoal  rigor,  tbe  bnlUer  htmbw  and 
be  tfoek  of  tbe  aame  portiaii,  and  alao  of  tbe  Dortb- 
nn  and  eaatem  part  of  onr  Vidon.  It  reAma 
•rcm  th*  ika  of  (be  flooih,  nnlaaa  aggrarated  with 


thdr  looma,  they  will  re^re  almoat  dntj  free, 
weave  it  Into  a  Gibric  for  oat  own  wear,  to  the  de- 
atnietion  of  oar  own  mannfitotarea,  wU^  the;  are 
tbna  enabled  to  nndeiaell.  la  the  •elf-protecting 
energy  of  tbi*  nation  ao  beljdeaa  that  there  eiiala, 
in  the  pirihical  Inatltationa  of  oar  ooontrj,  no  pow- 
-  tbe  bias  of  tbia  foreign  legiaUtion  r 


I  muBt  dlamantie  tbdr  abipa,  tbe 


it  tfaelr  looma,  wlule 


and  tbe  mana&otnrera  at 
tbe  whole  p> 
try  tob< 

o/thoTI  ,     

bror  of  natire  indnatty  deatroyed  by  tbe  atatnte* 
of  another  realm  f  Hore  jnat  and  more  generooa 
— "menu  will,!  tmat,  pceTalL  If  the  tariff  adopt- 
tbe  laataurion^Cengreaaahallbe  faDnd,by 


lole  peoida  dwQ  pay  tribute  to  fnreln  htdoa- 
be  dad  In  a  foreign  garb  f  that  the  Congrew 
Union  are  impotent  to  reatore  tbe  balance  in 


of  any  one  aection  of  the  Dnion,  it  ought  to  be,  and 
I  cannot  doobt  will  be,  ao  modified  as  to  alleriaie 
ita  borthen.  TotbeTirioe  of  Jnat  complaint  from, 
any  portion  of  their  coottitnenta,  the  Bepreaenta- 
tirea  of  tbe  Statea  and  people  will  never  tmn  away 
their  ear*.  But  m  long  aa  the  duty  of  the  fbrelgii 
ahall  operate  oidy  aa  a  bounty  upon  the  domeatio 
article;  while  the  plantar,  and  the  merebant,  and 
tbe  riiepherd,  and  tne  hnabandman  aball  be  foond 
thririns  in  Uielr  oocupationa  under  the  dutiel  lni> 
poeed  for  the  protection  of  domeatia  manoiaaturea, 
tbey  will  not  re^dne  at  tbe  proaperity  ahared  with 
thenuwlTea  by  their  fellow-cltlieni  of  other  pro- 
feaalona,  nor  denounee  aa  riolatlons  of  the  cooatitn- 
tion  the  d^beratc  acta  of  Congreaa  to  ahield  from 
the  wronga  of  foreign  la wf  the  natire  indnalry  of  the 
DnIon.  WhUatbetariffofthelaataea^nofCosgreai 
waa  a  mtfject  of  legiriatiTe  deGberatioD,  it  waa  fore- 
told by  aeaie  of  lia  onMaera  tiiat  one  of  Ita  neoea- 


It  ia  yet  looaoon  toptviHMnaawiuioonfldMioetbat 
thIa  predletiMi  wa*  ermoMma.  The  (dutnic^on  of 
one  aTenoe  of  trade  not  nnfreqnently  opena  an  Imie 
to  another.  The  conaequence  of  the  tarUT  will  b« 
to  Increaae  the  exportation,  and  to  diminiah  tbe  im- 
portation, of  aome  ■peclfla  arUclei.  But,  by  tbe 
general  law  of  trade,  the  Increaae  of  exportation  of 
article  will  be  followed  byanincreaaedlmporta- 


would  otberwiaa  oooarion.  Ilie  eDlect  of  taxation 
np«m  reTenoe  can  aeldom  be  foreaeen  with  cert^n- 
ty.  It  moat  aUde  tbe  teat  of  experience.  Aa  yet, 
no  annptomi  of  dlmiuntlon  are  perceptible  in  the 
recelpta  of  the  treaaury.  Aa  yet,  Uttla  addition  of 
cost  has  cTenbeen  experienced  upon  the  artlclea  bar< 
tbened  with  bearierdutiea  by  the  laat  tariff.  The  do- 
mestic manniicturar  aappUea  the  same  or  a  kindred 
article  at  adiminiabedpnae,andthe«onaamer  paya 
the  aame  tribute  to  tbe  labor  of  bk  own  conntrynen 
wbleb  be  mnat  otherwlae  bava  paid  to  tbrrigu  In- 
duitry  and  WAX. 

The  tariff  of  the  laat  aeaalon  waa,  m  ita  detail,  not 
aeceptabla  to  tbe  great  Intereata  of  any  portion  of 
the  Uidon,  not  eren  to  tbe  latereat  which  it  waa 
specially  Intended  to  aobserre.  Ita  ol^ect  was  to 
balance  the  bnrthena  npon  natire  industry  Imposed 
by  the  operation  of  foreign  laws;  but  not  to  aggra- 
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mta  the  burtheiu  of  one  eeetion  of  the  TTnioa  bj 
the  relief  alibrded  to  •nothtc.  To  tbe  greU  prln- 
ciple  MQotioned  by  that  Kct,  ons  of  &oee  upon 
which  tbe  coiutltotioo  iUelf  wu  formed,  I  hope 
•nd  truflt  tbe  authoritiea  of  the  Unioo  will  kdbere. 
But  if  tnj  of  the  duties  Impoeed  bj  the  act  onlj  re- 
Uere  the  numubcliirer  bf  ■.ggrmTBlicig  the  barthea 
of  the  planter,  let  a  careful  reviaal  of  its  proviaioQB, 
cnlighteoed  bjr  the  practical  eiperle  ace  of  itBefiectd, 
be  iSrected  t«  retain  those  whidi  impart  protection 
to  natiTe  indoMry,  and  remove  or  supply  the  place 
of  thoie  which  (mly  allcTlate  one  gt«at  national  in- 
terest by  the  depteation  of  another. 

The  United  States  of  America,  and  the  people  of 
every  State  of  which  they  are  compoMd,  are  each 
of  them  aoTereiga  powers.  The  le^tslative  aothoi^ 
itf  of  tbe  whole  !■  exercised  bj  Coagreee,  mider 
authority  erantedtbcBi  En  tbe  common  conatituUon. 
The  leKuu^Te  power  of  each  State  i«  exerdsed  by 
anembUe*  deriving  tlidr  kuthoritj  from  the  con- 
■Ututioa  of  the  Bt«M.  Each  la  sorereign  within  ita 
own  province.  The  distribntion  of  power  between 
them  preiuppases  that  these  aathoritie*  will  move 
In  harmony  with  eacii  other.  The  members  of  the 
State  and  General  Qovemments  are  all  under  oath 
to  support  both,  and  allegiance  is  due  td  Uhe  one 
and  to  the  other.  The  case  of  a  eonfiiot  between 
these  two  powers  has  not  been  lappoged ',  nor  has 
any  provision  been  made  for  it  In  our  institutions — 
aa  a  virtuous  nation  of  a&dent  times  existed  more 
than  Eve  eentnriea  without  a  law  tor  the  punish- 
ment of  pairicide. 

Mot*  than  once,  however,  in  the  progress  of  our 
Ustory,  have  the  [MOple  and  Le^slatures  ot  one  or 
noi«  Btatet,  In  moments  of  excitement,  been  in- 
■Ugated  to  tb!a  conflict ;  and  the  means  of  effecting 
this  impulse  have  been  allegations  that  the  acts  of 
CongrcH  to  be  remsted  were  unconstitutionaL  The 
people  of  no  one  State  hare  ever  delegated  to  tbeir 
Lcgislsiture  the  power  of  pronounciog  an  act  of  Con- 
gresa  unooutitational;  but  they  have  delegated  to 
tnem  powets,  by  tbe  exeidse  of  which  th«  eieoa- 
tlon  of  the  laws  of  OongreM  within  the  Sute  may 
be  recdsted.  If  wa  nppoM  the  caw  of  lach  con- 
flicting le^alation  suMalned  by  tbe  ennespondinK 
Executive  and  Judicial  aulhoritiei,  patriotism  and 
philanthropy  turn  their  eyea  from  the  condition 
tn  which  the  parties  would  be  placed,  and  from 
that  of  the  people  of  both,  which  most  be  Its  vic- 
tims. 

The  reports  from  the  Secretary  of  War  and  from 
the  various  lubordinate  offices  of  Uie  resort  of  that 
Department,  present  an  eipomtion  of  the  public  ad- 
ministration of  afibirs  oonnacted  vrith  tbem,  throagh 
tbe  course  of  the  current  year,  Tbe  present  state 
of  the  array,  and  the  diatiibation  (^  the  force  of 
which  it  Is  composed,  will  bo  seen  fron  tbe  report 
of  tbe  Major  OeneraL  Several  tlteistlons  in  the 
disposal  of  the  troopa  have  been  foood  expedient  in 
tbe  course  of  the  year,  and  the  ffiaci]dii>e  of  the 
army,  though  not  entirely  trtt  from  exception,  bas 
been  generally  good. 

The  attention  of  Congress  is  particularly  invited 
to  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War 
which  coDcems  the  existing  system  of  oar  relations 
with  the  Indian  tribes.  At  the  establishment  of  the 
Federal  Qoverument,  under  the  present  Couatitntion 
of  tbe  United  States,  the  prindfje  was  adopted  of 
connderiog  them  as  fore!^  and  independent  pow- 
ers ;  and  iJso  as  propiietora  of  lands.  They  were, 
r,  considered  as  savages,  whom  it  was  onr 


policy  and  our  duty  to  use  our  inflaenoe  in  eonveit- 
ing  to  Christianity,  and  in  bringing  within  the  pda 
ofcivilintion. 

As  independent  poweis,  we  negotiated  with  them 
by  treaties ;  as  proprietors,  we  purchssed  of  tbtm 
all  the  lands  which  we  could  prevail  upon  tbem  to 
sell ;  as  brethren  of  the  haman  laee,  rude  ind 
ignorant,  we  endeavored  to  bring  ttiem  to  tbe 
knowledge  of  religion  and  of  letters.  The  oltimile 
dengn  iraa  to  incorporate  in  our  own  insdtntimi 
that  portion  of  them  which  could  be  eouvett«il  to 
the  stale  of  cirilization.  In  the  practice  of  Eiin>- 
pean  States,  before  oar  BeTolution,  they  had  bees 
considered  as  children  to  be  governed ;  as  tenuli 
at  discretion,  to  be  disponessed  as  occasloa  niiglil 
require ;  as  hnnters,  to  be  Indemnifled  by  tiifmg 
concesaioos  for  removal  ftvm  the  groondi  upon 
which  their  game  was  extirpated.  In  changiog  iba 
system,  it  would  seem  aa  if  a  fbQ  eoDtenpUlimi 
of  the  coDBeqaenceB  of  the  change  bad  not  been 
taken.  We  have  been  &r  more  •aoceasfiil  in  the 
acquisition  of  tbdr  landti  than  in  impartlog  to  ilua 
tbe  principles,  or  insjuiing  them  with  the  qvit,  at 
dviliiatioQ,  Bnt  in  appropriating  to  ottnelrei 
their  bunticg-Rouods,  we  have  brought  npou  oai- 
selves  the  obligation  of  (Mtividing  tbem  with  k1>- 
sisteoee ;  and  when  we  have  had  tbe  lara  gvA 
fortune  of  leaching  them  the  atta  of  dviliisUoe, 
and  the  doctrines  of  Christianity,  we  have  usei- 
peetedly  found  them  formlog,  in  the  midst  of  cm- 
selves,  communities  cUming  to  be  indepcDdoit 
of  ours,  and  rivals  of  sovere&Dty,  within  the  tent 
tortea  of  the  members  of  onr  Dnim.  This  stale  a 
things  requires  that  a  remedy  ahould  b«  provided 
—a  remedy  which,  whUa  it  ahsll  do  justice  to  thM 
unfortunate  children  of  nature,  may  lecuie  to  tM 
members  of  onr  confederation  th^  rights  oC  W- 
ereignty  and  of  soil.  Asthe  outline  of  a  prqjectM 
that  effect,  the  views  presented  in  the  report  of  IM 
Secretary  of  War  are  recommended  to  the  cDsmi- 
eiation  of  GoDgreea. 

The  report  from  the  En^eer  Departnienl  pn- 
sents  a  eoDqirehenaive  view  of  Uie  progre*  "''^ 
baa  been  made  In  the  gre*t  systems  proinoCT«  of 
the  public  interest,  commenced  and  organited  im- 
der  the  authority  of  Congress,  and  tbe  eB^Ectl  ot 
which  have  ahvady  contributed  to  the  seevntj.  •* 
they  will  beieaflor  largely  oontribote  to  the  !"««* 
and  dignity  of  the  nation.  ., 

The  fint  of  these  great  nstemstslhatofforta- 
cations,  commenced  immediately  after  the  cH«.  «• 
OUT  last  war,  under  the  salutary  aipeiieoce  wBicu 

jvents  of  that  war  had  Imprmed  upon  «" 

eonntrymen  of  ita  neoesaity.  InlnidMed  ""^'V' 
auspicea  of  mj  Immediate  predecessor,  U  «*''j*~ 
continued  with  the  persavaiing  and  li'>^^°^ 
agement  of  tbe  LegiaUtniei  and  combiMO  "™ 
correapondii^  exertions  for  the  gradual  iadttm 
and  improvement  of  the  navy,  prepaies  >*'™[.'2 
tensive  coontry  a  condition  of  defenee,  •"*P^^ 
any  critical  emergency,  which  tbe  varying  c«™ 
of  eventa  may  bring  forth.  Our  advanMs  m  u™ 
concerted  systems  hare  for  the  hist  ten  T«*"  i*™ 
steady  and  progressive,  and  in  a  fo«  J«^  °" 
will  be  so  completed,  as  to  leave  no  cans*  »'  «r 
prehenaon  that  onr  seaoosst  will  eversguo  o"" 
a  theatre  of  hoatile  invasion.  i'  .  ii 

Tbe  neit  of  these  cardinal  measures  of  ^<^J 
the  preliminary  to  great  and  lasting  woriu  of  pu?" 
improvement,  in  the  aurveya  of  roads,  "»"'^*~Ij 
for  tbe  conrsB  of  canalP,  and  labors  for  tiie  remo' 
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el  the  obMnicdanB  of  riTen  ind  harbon,  lint  com- 
■mcad  br  the  act  of  Congren  of  SOth  April,  1834. 
The  Rport  exfailMta  in  mie  table  tfae  fbnda  appn>- 
ftmted  at  tbo  1«M  and  preMdiog  ccMioiu  of  Coq- 
gnm,  for  all  theae  tbrtificatioiit,  Mureyt,  aod  workl 
of  potAe  improTement :  the  maimer  in  whSch  these 
bMia  ha*e  been  api^ed,  llw  amoont  expended  upon 
lie  wfcnl  work*  nnder  CMiitnicUoii,  and  the  fur- 
thir  toBa  vhich  uay  be  Deccnarr  to  comidete 
Oem.  In  a  aecond,  tlie  work*  pnjeelcd  bj  the 
Boaid  «f  bnneen,  which  hare  not  been  com- 
ucooed,  and  uw  eadmata  of  tlieit  cost. 

Ib  ■  tUrd,  Um  teport  of  tbe  unoal  Board  of  Tit- 
llot*  at  the  MiliUrj  AetOtaj  at  West  Fobit.  For 
tliineen  fbrtificationa  eiecdiiK  on  Tarione  pointa  of 
on  Alkntlc  c«Mun,frain  BhodelalandtoLoaiiiana, 
the  anregue  eipenditnre  of  the  je*r  baa  fUlen  a 
EnleSort  of  one  millioo  «f  dolkn. 

For  the  preparation  of  five  additional  reports  of 
leeonadwantM  and  anrTeTa  since  the  last  seamon 
of  Coagrew ;  for  the  drU  con«trnctiotu  npon  thirtj- 
•cTcn  ^Scicnt  public  worki  eomffieoccd ;  eight 
otfaoa  for  wUdi  apedflo  appropriatioiu  have  been 
made  bj  acta  of  CangreaB,  and  twenty  other  inci- 
pient gamy  aocter  the  aulhorilj  riren  bj  the  act 
oTSOtfa  April,  1S84,  abont  one  nOlUon  more  of  dol- 
lan  bare  been  drawn  from  the  treuorr. 

To  Iheae  two  mlHiODa  of  dollars  are  to  be  added 
the  appwpciatioo  of  two  himdred  and  fifl  j  thooaand 
doOut,  to  coflUttenee  the  erection  of  a  breakwater 
Msir  the  month  of  the  Delavare  Hirer ;  the  sob- 
tcriptianii  la  the  Delaware  and  Chesapeake,  the 
LomniDe  and  Portland,  the  IHsmal  Swamp,  and 
tbeCb«apeak«  and  Ohio  Canal;  the  Earge  dooa- 
booB  of  lands  to  the  Butes  of  Ohio,  Induna,  mi- 
Baia,  and  al«tn»ii«,  for  otgects  of  improrementa 
■iiliin  tbow  State*,  and  the  annw  appropriated  for 

SlboiMM,  baoTi,  end  fitn,  on  the  coast;  and  a 
tiewwillbe  takenofthemaaillcenceof  the  na- 
tioa  in  the  application  of  its  resonrcee  to  the  Im- 
puiouent  «f  Ha  own  condition. 

Of  ibeee  great  national  nndertaUogs,  the  Acad- 
«Bj  at  Vf*t  Point  ia  among  the  most  Important  in 
ittdC  and  the  most  comprehensiTe  in  its  conse- 
tosneea.  In  that  institnllon,  a  part  of  the  rerenDe 
ef  the  iMtiao  is  apfrfied  to  deCraT  the  expense  of 


of  the  nadon.  While  the  other 
Derated  in  tho  reports 
the  altMitioa  of  Congreai,  are 


liplrlh«  bdUtiea  of  commnnication  between  the 
dfl^nnt  parts  of  the  Union ;  to  assist  the  labors, 
taertese  the  comforts,  and  enhance  the  enjojinente 
of  ladiTidnals — the  instmctlon  aoqaired  at  West 
Plant  enlargea  the  dominion  and  expands  the  capa- 
Btiei  cf  the  mind.  Its  lieneftcial  results  are  already 
cipcrienecd  in  the  conipo«tion  of  the  army,  and 
their  infloeace  is  felt  in  the  iDleUectoal  progreae  of 
todMy.  The  Institudon  ia  msoeptlble  still  of  great 
bpmrement  (ivm  bene&ctions  propoMd  by  sereral 
wcMwiiB  Boardj  of  TWtora,  to  whose  esmen  and 
re^ed  recommendations  I  cbeerfoUy  add  my  own. 
wVb  the  nsoal  annual  i«porta  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Vtj  aad  the  Board  of  CommissiOD- 
Ml,  wUl  be  exhibited  to  the  liew  of  Congress  the 
ciecnttoDof  the  law*  relating  to  that  department 
rf  the  pql^  serriee.  The  repression  of  [Kracy 
ia  the  West  Indian  and  in  the  Grecian  seas  has 
bea  clbetaally  maintained  with  scarcely  any  ex- 


ception. During  the  war  between  the  Qovern* 
ments  of  Buenos  Ayres  and  of  Bradt,  frequent 
colliaioni  between  belligerent  acts  of  power  and  the 
rights  of  nentnl  eomtnerce  occurred.  Licentious 
blockades,  irregularly  enlisted  or  impressed  aeameo, 
and  the  property  of  honest  couunerce  seiied  with 
riolence,  and  eren  plundered  under  legal  pretences, 
are  disoiden  never  separable  from  the  conflicts  of 
war  npon  tbe  ocean.  With  a  portion  of  tfaem,  the 
correspondence  of  our  commanders  on  the  Eloslera 
aspect  of  the  South  American  coast,  and  among  the 
leWds  of  Greece,  diacoTer  how  far  we  have  been 
Involved.  In  these,  tbe  honor  of  our  country  and 
the  rights  of  our  citiiens  bsTs  been  asserted  and 
Tindicatcd.  The  appearance  of  new  squadrons  in 
the  Mediterranean,  and  the  blockade  of  the  Dar- 
danelles,  indicate  the  danger  of  other  obstacles  t« 
the  freedom  of  commerce,  and  the  necesdty  of 
keeiHDg  our  naval  force  in  Oiose  seas.    To  the  sug- 

SDStions  repeated  in  the  report  of  tbe  Secretsry  of 
le  Navy,  and  tending  to  the  permanent  improve- 
ment of  iJiis  institution,  I  invite  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  Congress. 

The  resolution  of  the  House  of  RepresentaUves, 
requesting  that  one  of  our  smalt  public  vessels 
-should  be  sent  to  tbe  PsdSc  Ocean  and  South  Sea, 
to  examine  the  coasts,  islands,  harbors,  shoals,  and 
ree&,  in  those  seas,  and  to  ascertain  their  true  sit- 
nation  and  description,  hu  beeo  put  in  a  train  of 
execution.  The  vessel  is  nearly  ready  to  depart ; 
the  successful  accomplishment  of  the  expedition 
may  be  greatly  fiicilttaled  by  suitable  legislative 
provisions ;  and  particularly  by  an  appropriation  to 
defray  its  necessary  expense.  Tbe  addition  of  a 
second,  and,  perhaps,  a  third  vessel,  with  a  slight 
aggravation  of  the  cost,  would  contribute  much  to 
the  safety  of  the  citizens  embarked  on  this  nnder- 
takiog,  the  results  of  which  may  be  of  the  deepest 
interest  to  our  country. 

With  tbe  report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  will 
be  submitted,  in  conformity  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
of  8d  March,  1837,  for  the  gradual  improvement  of 
the  navy  of  the  Uoiled  States,  statements  of  the  ex- 
penditures under  that  act,  and  of  tbe  measarea 
taken  for  carrying  the  same  Into  effect.  Every 
section  of  thst  statute  cootains  a  distinct  proTleion, 
looldng  to  the  great  object  of  the  whole—the  grad- 
ual improvement  of  the  navy.  Under  its  salutan 
sanction,  stores  of  shiptimber  have  been  procured, 
and  are  in  process  of  seasoning  and  preservation 
for  the  future  uses  of  the  navy.  ArraDgemenIs 
have  been  made  for  the  preservation  of  the  live 
oak  timber  growing  on  tbe  lands  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  its  re-prodncUon,  to  supply,  at 
future  and  distant  days,  the  wisle  of  that  most 
valuable  material  for  ship  building,  by  the  great 
consumption  of  it,  yearly,  for  the  commercial  as 
well  as  for  the  milituy  marine  of  our  country.  The 
constmctioQ  of  the  two  dry  docks  at  Cbarlcfitowo 
and  at  Norfolk,  is  making  satisfactory  progress  to- 
wards a  durable  ealabliahment.  The  examinations 
and  inquiries  to  ascertain  the  practicability  and 
expediency  of  a  marine  railway  at  Pensacola,  though 
not  yet  accomplished,  have  been  postponed  but  to 
b«  the  more  ^ectually  made.  The  navy  yards  of 
the  United  States  have  been  examined,  and  plans 
for  their  improvement,  and  the  preserTation  ot  the 
public  property  therein,  at  Portsmouth,  Charles- 
town,  Philadelphia,  Washington,  and  Oosport,  and 
to  which  two  others  are  to  be  added,  have  been 
prepared,  and  received  my  sanction ;  and  no  otlier 
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portion  of  mj  pnbUo  dntiel  hu  been  perfonnad 
with  ft  more  Intimate  conviction  of  its  importuiM 
to  the  futnre  wel&re  and  lecnritj  of  the  Union. 

With  the  report  from  the  RtMnuetcr  OeneTal  !■ 
exhibited  a  comparatiTB  view  «f  the  gradoal  in- 


otBces,  which  hu  grown  fNim  lew  than  two  hondred 
to  neirt;  eight  thouaand ;  in  the  reTenne  yielded 
by  them,  which,  from  aiily-seTen  thonaand  doDara, 
hu  awollea  to  upwardeof  amillion  and  a  half;  and 
In  the  number  of  milet  of  poit  roads,  which,  from 
five  tboniand  ili  bondrtd  and  forty-two,  harg  mul- 
tiplied to  one  iiundred  and  fourteen  thonaand  five 
hundred  and  tbirty-di.  While,  in  the  lame  period 
of  time,  the  population  of  the  Union  bat  about 
thrice  doubled,  the  rate  of  increue  of  theie  oScea 
ia  nearl;  forty,  and  of  the  reTenue,  and  of  travelled 
miles,  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  for  one.  Tbe  in- 
ereaae  of  revenue,  within  the  laM  five  yeart,  hai 
been  nearly  equal  to  the  whole  revenue  of  tbe  de- 
partment In  IBIS. 

The  expenditures  of  the  department,  during  the 
year  which  ended  on  tbe  fliM  of  July  lut,  have  ex- 
ceeded the  recelpti  by  a  tum  of  about  twenty-five 
thouaand  doUan.  The  excess  has  been  occasioned 
by  the  increase  of  midl  cottveyMicei  and  ladlitie*, 
to  the  extent  of  near  right  hnndrad  tboniand  ndle*. 
It  baa  been  supplied  by  collectiona  from  the  Poet- 
masters,  of  the  arrearages  of  preceding  yean. 
While  the  correct  principle  seeini  to  be,  tbat  the 
income  levied  bv  the  department  should  defray  all 
its  eipcnaes,  it  hat  never  been  the  policy  of  this 
Ooverunent  to  raise  from  this  establishment  sny 
revenue  to  be  applied  to  tuy  other  purposes.  The 
auggestlon  of  the  Postmaster  General,  that  the  In- 
lurance  of  the  safe  transmission  of  moneys  by  the 
mail,  might  be  assumed  by  the  department,  for  a 
moderate  and  competent  remuneration,  will  deserve 
tbe  consideration  of  Congress. 

A  report  from  the  Commiariooer  of  tbe  FubUo 
Buildiogs  In  this  city  eihlblta  the  eipeuditurea  upon 
them  in  the  course  of  the  current  year.  It  will  be 
seen  tbat  the  humane  and  benevofent  intentions  of 
Congress  in  providing,  by  tbe  act  of  SOth  Hay,  181B, 
for  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary  In  this  Oiatrict, 
have  been  accomplished.  The  authority  of  brther 
legislation  is  now  reqhired  for  the  removal  la  this 
tenement  of  the  offenders  against  the  laws,  sen- 
tenced to  atone  by  personal  confinement  for  their 
crimes,  and  to  provide  a  code  for  their  employment 
and  government  while  thus  confined. 

The  commiasitmere  appi^ted  eoofonnably  to  the 
act  of  !d  March,  ISST,  to  provide  for  the  adjun- 
ment  of  claims  of  persons  entitled  to  iDdemnifica- 
ttoB  under  tho  Brat  article  at  the  treaty  of  Ghent, 
and  fbr  the  distribution  among  goch  claimants  of 
tbe  sum  paid  by  tbe  Oovemntent  of  Great  Britain 
under  the  convention  of  13th  November,  1SS6, 
closed  their  labon  on  the  SOth  of  August  last,  by 
awarding  the  claimants  tbe  sum  of  one  million  one 
hundred  and  ninety«even  tbonsand  four  hundred 
and  twenty-two  dollars  and  eighteen  cents ;  leaving 
a  balance  of  seven  thonsaod  five  hundred  and  thirty. 
seven  dollars  and  eigbty-two  cents,  whieh  was  dis- 
tributod  ratably  amongst  all  the  claimants  to  whom 
■wards  had  been  made,  according  to  the  directions 
of  the  act. 

The  exhibits  appended  to  the  report  from  the 
Commlsnoner  of  the  General  Land  OiSce  present  the 
actoal  condition  of  that  common  property  of  the 
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Union.  The  amount  pud  Into  the  treasnrj  from 
the  proceeds  of  landa,  during  the  year  18^,  and 
the  fint  balf  of  IBSS,  fiOU  Uttle  short  of  two  mil- 
lions of  doUtis.  Hie  propriety  of  fortber  extend- 
ing the  time  for  the  extinB;ui*bBtent  of  tbe  debt  doe 
to  tbe  United  States  by  tbe  pnrelMwn  of  the  pnb- 
lie  lands,  Umiled,  by  the  act  «f  Slat  Mardi  la«,  to 
the  fonrth  of  July  next,  will  claim  the  considendoB 
of  Congress,  to  whoee  vigilance  and  carefld  atteit- 
tlon,  tbe  regulation,  disposal,  and  preeervation,  tt 
this  great  national  Inheritance,  haa,  by  tbe  people 
of  the  United  States,  been  Intmated. 

Among  the  important  subjects  to  wUd  the  at- 
tention M  the  present  CSoogress  has  already  been 
invited,  and  wUch  may  oocnpr  thsir  farther  and 
deliberate  discussion,  will  be  the  provirion  to  be 
made  for  taking  tbe  fifth  censne  or  eomnerMion  of 
the  iababitaiits  of  tbe  United  SUten  Tbe  Consii- 
tntlon  of  the  United  8ta(«s  reqidret  that  this  enu- 
meration should  be  made  within  evei?  term  of  ten 
yaara,  and  the  date  from  which  the  last  enumers- 
tion  commenoed,  was  the  first  Honday  of  Aognat, 
of  the  year  18S0.  The  laws  under  which  the  for- 
mer enumerations  were  taken,  were  enacted  at  the 
session  of  Congiees  immediately  preeediag  the 
operation.  Bnt  considerable  incoovenlences  were 
eiperienoed  t^mn  Uie  delay  of  legiilatioit  to  to  late 
a  period.  Tbat  law,  like  those  of  the  neecding 
ennmeradona,  directed  that  the  census  uionld  be 
taken  by  the  Marshals  of  the  serenl  Distiicu  and 
Territories^  under  Instructions  trtaa  the  Secretary  ot 
State.  The  preparation  and  tranamisrim  to  Ibe  mar- 
shals of  those  tnatructiocs  required  more  time  than 
was  then  allowed  between  the  paaage  of  the  law 
and  the  day  when  tbe  enumeration  was  to  com- 
mence. The  term  of  six  months,  Umiled  for  the  re- 
turns of  tbe  marshals,  was  also  foond  even  then  too 
short,  and  mnst  be  more  to  now,  when  an  additiiMwl 
population  of  at  least  thiee  millions  mnst  be  pre- 
sented upon  the  returns.  As  they  are  to  be  nuule 
at  tbe  short  sesnou  of  Congrew,  it  would,  as  well  ae 
from  other  considerations,  be  more  convenient  to 
commence  tiie  enumeration  from  an  earlier  period 
of  tbe  year  than  tiie  first  of  August.  Tbe  Boat 
&vorab1e  season  would  be  the  sprine.  On  a  review 
of  the  former  ennmeiationa,  it  wiU  be  fooud  that 
the  plan  for  taking  every  census  lias  contained  im- 

Erovements  upon  thst  of  its  predecessor.  The  last 
I  still  susceptible  of  much  improvement.  The  third 
census  was  the  first  at  wtiichaoy  aocoont  was  taken 
of  the  manufactures  of  the  country.  It  was  re- 
peated at  the  last  enumeration,  bnt  the  returns  in 
both  cases  were  necessarily  very  imperfect,  Thej 
must  always  be  so,  resting  of  course  only  on  the 
communications  voluntarily  made  by  in^vidnals  io- 
tereated  in  some  of  the  manufacturing  eetabliab- 
ments.  Yet  they  conlaiiwd  much  valuable  infor- 
mation, and  may,  by  some  supplcanenlan  providoa 
of  thelaw,berendered  moreeffeetive.  Tneeolnauu 
of  age,  commencing  from  infancy,  have  hitherto 
been  confined  to  a  hw  periods,  all  under  the  num- 
ber  of  fbrty-five  years.  Important  knowledgo 
would  be  obtained  by  extending  those  colnmtia,  in 
intervals  of  ten  years,  to  the  utmost  boundaries  of 
human  life.  The  tabor  of  taking  them  would  be  ■ 
trifling  addition  to  tbat  already  prescribed,  and  the 
result  would  eihibit  comparative  tables  of  longevity 
highly  interesting  to  the  country.  I  deem  U  my 
dnty  farther  to  observe,  that  much  of  the  imper- 
fections in  the  returns  of  the  last  and  perh^a  of 
preceding  e 


db,Googic 


18S&;] 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESS. 

TIk  Land  Kmn  m  MS-MrC 


■^MjuteDMB  of  the  coropenntloiu  ■Hawed  to  the 
^^^■u  ftnd  their  iimlttenfrr  in  tAldng  them. 

Id  dodi^  this  oommniiicatioii,  It  onl  j  Ktntiiii  for 
at  to  man  the  l^Uatnre  of  atj  coatinned  e«rneat 
■idi  Ibr  the  adoptioil  of  meanrei  reconunended  bj 
ne  hentofore,  and  yet  to  be  acted  on  br  them ; 
ud  of  the  cordial  concnrreDce  on  mj  part,  In  every 
cuwlitDtiotial  protiaioa  which  nia-j  receive  their 
anction  during  the  leadoii,  lending  to  the  general 
irelbra. 

JOHN  QUmCT  ADAHS. 

WunmsTOS,  Itieaiilitr  i,  182B. 

The  Mdwiga  wts  rend ;  and  three  thonaand 
ropiei  of  the  Ifessoge,  aod  fifteen  hnndred  of 
the  docnmento  Bccompanyliis  it,  were  ordered 
to  be  printed  far  the  use  of  tne  Benato. 

TnsDAr,  December  9. 

Tht  Senate  concluded  the  baHoting  for  the 
remunder  of  their  Standing  ConiimtteeB. 

The  IVeiiilent  commnnieated  the  annnal  Re- 
port of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  on  the 
Etale  ot  the  Financea  ;*  which  was  read,  and 


•  Eilnd  frns  tha  nport,  Skturd  Buh,  Bif^  Becittw]' 

of  tbaTnuui;. 
Thiiiteii  irorMM  Ima  all  KtarsM,  dnrlu  tha  jfx  IMT. 

Billati  aim*  biwdrvl  aJvi  tfit]r-«ii  thooauid  thrvr  bniidnd 
m4  iliR-4hrH  dollHi  and  nliM^-*li««sl*;  wUoli,  with  th< 
Tilmila  tht  TreuniT  m  Uu  lit  of  Jibbht  of  that  ymi, 
■(  di  minim  thno  EsMtrad  ud  Of^-at^t  thauaad  ili 
\mlnl  mi  risktr-rii  dollan  ud  cl|fatoaB  Mnta,  0Te»  en 
Tr-r**'  "^  I— — «y--i»-  ndiUcint  IhnaliDBdnd  and  twantT- 
Bn  Snnd  aDd  flftr  dolUra  and  IbiutacB  eoDta    Of  tbt 

^-'  aa  abOTik  doiUc  ISK.  Ika  automi  flaldad  ap. 

can  BllUou  and  a  Iid£  and  tbaaalaa  otpnbue 
■a  ■  balE    Tba  npoHUnna  of 

na  jMt  aioaontad  to  twaatr-lwo 

Ix  hDDdnd  and  flftj-ati  tbeaauid  MT«B  baodnd 

•—  •-"—  —^  fyif  caita.    Tha  aamo  doeunaot 

N  oftba  paitlaolan,  and  ahow  a  bal- 

iB  tha  IifJaoaaij,  ISM.  of  Hx  mU- 

'  ^  ■  ■*   -  -  -ia  two  himdnd  and 


id  tod  thlrtr-thiaa  thonaad  Dto  hasdnd 
naadtwaan-agtaoetDla;  aodttaaairftht 


tiiiBi  ii  bnndnd  and  ditr-cfrlil 
•tttaj-^^  dsOua  and  tea  eante. 

IlE  aetol  Tavlpti  dnrtag  Ihc  thiM  dnt  qnaitan  ot  1818, 
Uae,)Ia.lJ  an  aoppoaad^^lo  ban  anunutodto  algbtHT  — " 

for  bndred'  aad  ditV- 
rifUj-tfaraa  datlaia  audi... 
otitM  fcr  UK,  tw*B9-«wt 

f W budnd aad ^iT-thrBL __       ..  ..  . 

wMeb.  aMad  l»  tha  balanee  la  tha  Tnanir  oa  th*  Slat  cC 
Jaaavj,  aa  aboro  Malad,  (Irai  an  afcracaM  of  tblrtf  mil- 
UaaaacnsbandndaBdili^-thTea  tbouand  OM  biudiod 
aad  iwtr-BlBa  daOat*  and  wnnQ'aaTan  aanta.  Tha  axjiaii- 
dMaa  of  tba  thne  Bnt  qoaHoa  of  Oa  yaai  [•Miio  doaamaatj 
mt  law  Oil  d  to  bBT*  anwaBtad  to  atAtasn  mllllou  two 
hB»fa«d  aad  turtf-taia  tbouand  nloa  hUDdnd  and  aaraa 
drttoindatM^-oDaotBta;  and  tboaa  An  tha  Kmrth  qaar- 
>«■  It  k  aanoaad.  wU  aaMBBt  to  MTan  ndlUcw  thraa  Ven- 
*adaldaa9-twa  Ibeoaad  rii  bnndrad  and  thna  dol- 
^Bi  Md  aaraa^-two  ««ta;  niaklnf  tar  tba  whida  yaar, 
twmtt-^rm  mlllMBa  all  bnadnd  aad  tblttr-aann  tbouand 
InkaadndaBdalenndidlanaadrixtT-areannta.  Thli 
<i»a«tanl>cladai,**thal(Mnilitbaaoeun«ntwlU>how, 
■rwii*  ef  tw^TB  miaona  on  ageenat  of  tha  dabt,  aad  wll] 
ban  ta  tba  Tiaianuy,  OB  tha  Oral  ot  JaoaaiT,  im.  aa  aatl' 
■Wii  balaaea  of  Bva  mllUoni  one  bandnd  add  twantf-flTs 
ft  ■mil  III  baadrad  aad  Ihir^-richt  dollaia  aod  Ibnrtaaa 
M^  TUa  halaBM  witl  ba  MtdMl  ta  tb*  wpnpifatlaDa  of 
aaacn  far  tba  atrrtea  of  US8,  that  bara  not,  aa  »<  baan 
oBidhr-aBaD  aaUiHlad  at  tbna  minioBa  Dto  baodied 
P'M'ad  Mkia,aad  laetadaa  tba  ona  ndUlon  if  doUan  ' 
hwhaHBowdketlTa,! 


B*tiarh  upon  tta  atcv*. 
bavfl  perauaaat  aoti  of  Coograaa  i«<ni1rf a|  a  oertatj 
B^  (fcniiailj  two  ndlUoaa,  now  lii,)  oTar  and  ibora  tho 


THUBBDiT,  December  18. 
The  Lead  Mine*  in  Mutovri, 

The  bill  for  the  sale  of  the  lead  minea  in  the 
State  of  Mieaonri,  (introdaced  by  Mr,  Bbstoh,) 
waa  taken  np  and  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 

Ur.  Branch  aaid  he  should  like  to  hear  the 
reasons  asdgned  for  the  pawage  of  the  bill,  as 
he  did  not  see  the  Decesaity  of  aisposing  of  the 
pnblio  property  in  thia  manner.  They  were 
already  hnnying  Uie  pn^rty  into  maricet 
foster  than  there  waa  any  occarion  for;  and 
there  waa  no  reason,  in  his  mind,  why  these 
nunea  ahonld  be  eiptmed  to  sale. 

Hr.  BnrroK  aaid,  the  same  snbjeot  had  been 
frequently  before  the  Senate,  and  had,  during 
the  last  seasiDii,  he  believed,  passed  thia  body, 
and  been  sent  to  the  other  Honse.  The  facta 
had  often  been  exptised  to  the  conrideration  of 
the  Senate,  and  of  committees,  and  rery  elabo- 


reporta  had  been   made,  filling   several 

[red  psKea,  of  their  prooeedinga.    This  bill 

did  not  apply  to  the  lead  mines  of  the  Upper 


bnndre 


Hissonri,  tint  wsa  confined  to  those  within  the 
bonnda  of  the  State  of  Misaoori.  Those  npon 
the  Upper  Missouri  were  first  discovered  about 
the  year  1720,  and  hod  been  worked  from  that 
time  to  the  present ;  but  the  mines  in  Missoari 
had  been,  for  a  long  time,  nnworked ;  the  land 
had  been  bnt  scrat^ed  over,  or  had  been  dag 
some  fifteen  or  twenty  feet.  The  mines  in 
Hissonri  were  very  little  profit  to  anybody,  and 
reporta  from  that  section  atated,  that  very  little 
was  received  from  them ;  they  were  neither 
profitable  nor  de^able  property  to  the  Federal 
Government.  This  bill  barely,  anthorized  them 
to  be  ofi^ed  for  sale ;  it  did  not  order  their 
Hale ;  there  was  no  coercion — on  the  oontrarf, 
the  notice  of  the  sale  was  not  of  the  ordinary 
kind.  Public  notice  was  to  be  ^ven  in  every 
State  in  the  Union,  in  aome  newspaper,  ux 
months  befbre  the  sale.  It  was  five  and  twenty 
years  since  Lonisiana  came  into  the  posseaaion 
of  the  United  States,  and   it  waa  five    and 


ha  kapt  Id  tha  TmMarj.  It  la  mlstakan 
IcglilatlaB,  alwayi  munatinry,  and  alwaja  pgrnldDBa,  la 
kaeplng  np  mora  raTenne  than  aoedad.  Both  rcaaon  and 
aipeiluUM  ibow,  that  the  wbol*  of  tha  appnprlatJoni  eao- 
not  be  aipoBded  in  the  jgar— that  then  alwaja  tenulna  an 
aieea^  gaoarallr  aboat  oDO-fbnrth'-whleh  cacnot  ba  ex- 
panded ontil  Ibe  anialng  yaar ;  when  ila  pUea,  aa  II  {Oaa 
oot,  will  ba  inppllid  br  the  Ingominc  raTeBDa.  Thia  baa 
bean  tba  oaae  Avu  tha  befrinolng  of  the  GoTernment,  aa 
axj  be  ano  In  all  the  annoal  Dnanoe  reporta,  and  IbreTer 
will  be  tha  eaia  \  to  that  Iba  aparatlani  of  tba  OoTemaianl 
ma;  ba  carried  on  tor  eonaldaiably  leaa,  lay  ooa-lbDrth  Icaa, 
than  the  annnal  Inooma.  In  tba  twojeuaaboTenantfoned, 
(ISn  and  %)  In  an  Inooma  of  abont  twanly-llTe  nllUoBi, 
and  coneapondlng  appropriatloni,  npwaxda  of  alx  mlllloDB 
and  a  half  remained  nneipended  at  the  end  of  aaeh  jear; 
and  abont  th*  nma  eieeaa  waa  eatlmatad  fcr  tba  anantnc 
jaar. 


dbyGoogle 


twenty  jean  unce  theae  mineB  were  ditooTered , 
an  early  law  of  LoaiBiana  provided  for  the  r6s- 
errotion  of  cert^  of  theae  lands,  so  that  they 
conld  not  be  sold.  He  tbonght  it  time  to  hare 
them  explored,  and  made  prodnctive.  He  did 
not  see  why  the  gentlenuui  from  North  Oarolina 
opposed  the  bi^  and  wished  to  stretch  the 
sceptre  of  barremiesa  over  the  whole  of  the 
State  of  HjBHOnri.  The  GoTemment  woold  be 
DO  loser  by  the  sale,  and,  if  no  advantages  were 
to  Bccme  to  the  Goremment  of  the  United 
States,  or  to  soy  body  else,  hj  keeping  the 
minerM  oonatry  of  Misaonri  in  a  state  of  bwren- 
ness,  why  sbomd  the  bill  be  opposed  1 

}tr.  Bbarch  replied,  that  it  waa  generally 
etmceded,  that,  where  anthoiity  was  given  to 
the  Preffldent  of  the  United  States,  or  to  any  of 
the  Departments,  that  it  was  equivalent  to  say- 
ing that  the  power  might  be  ezercieed;  and, 
although  the  aathority  ^ven  by  this  bill  was 
discretiobary  only,  he  conceived  that  it  wotld, 
in  fact,  be  perempto^ ;  for,  if  the  President  of 
the  United  States  had  liberty  to  dispose  of  these 
lands,  he  would  be  importuned  by  speculators 
until  he  had  thrown  the  whole  into  the  market. 
And  why  should  they  force  the  sale  of  what  it 
was  not  necessary  to  sell,  and  why  should  the 
State  of  Hissonn  be  bo  aniioui  to  have  them 
disposed  of!  Is  not  this  the  wealth  of  the 
country !  Is  not  this  the  general  treasnre, 
pnrchased  by  the  public  money !  Is  Uissoun 
alone  interested  in  these  lead  mines!  No,  sir, 
this  is  the  pubiio  property.  He  would  ask  the 
honorable  senator,  if  the  mines  belonged  to  the 
State  of  Misaonri,  whether  he  would  be  so  will- 
kig  to  throw  Uiem  into  the  market  now  t 
Would  he  not  keep  them  until  there  was  a  de- 
mand for  them)  Wonld  he  not  w^t  nntil  & 
more  propitiona  period)  He  (Mr.  B.)  thon^t 
he  would, 

Mr.  Bastob  said,  the  Senate  most  be  well 
acquainted  with  the  fact,  that,  at  the  time  the 
State  of  Louisiana  was  purchased,  the  Missouri 
mines  were  but  little  known,  and  that  the  gen- 
erd  idea  was,  that  they  were  immensely  ruua- 
ble.  Among  the  first  laws  passed  b;  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  was  one  making  lai^  reservations 
of  land,  in  the  neigbborhcmi  of  these  mines. 
Since  that  time,  mn^  more  was  known  of  the 
mines  than  at  that  early  period.  It  was  now 
known,  that  almoot  the  whole  of  the  southern 
part  of  the  State  of  Missouri,  which  was  a 
broken  and  poor  country,  was  a  mineral  coun- 
try. It  was  also  known,  that  the  most  valuable 
lead  mines  in  the  United  States  were  north  of 
the  State  of  Missouri.  The  Spanish  lead  mine 
was  there,"and  the  whole  of  the  valnable  min- 
eral country  was  in  a  triangle,  made  by  the 
boundary  line  of  Missouri  and  the  Mississippi 
Kiver.  It  was  necessary  for  the  United  States 
to  cover  this  country  with  tenantry,  and  their 
mines  were  almost  inexhaustible.  The  whole 
of  this  other  country  had  been  examined,  and 
people  were  oniious  to  work  it.  The  mining 
business  was  known  to  be  extremely  uncertain, 
and  it  was  also  extremely  fasoinadng;  it  was 
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something  like  gambling,  exciting  high  bopeo, 
which  were  freqnentJy  not  realized.  Under  the 
present  United  States  laws,  several  cases  had  oc- 
curred in  which  landfl  had  been  sold  to  individ- 
uals, and  lead  ore  afterwards  being  diseovered 
upon  the  lands,  the  patents  were  withheld. 
Now  the  Qovemment  aid  not  want  these  lands ; 
they  had  alreadr  inexhaustible  stores  in  the 
Spanish  mine,  the  Fever  Biver  lead  minee,  in 
the  State  of  Blinois,  and  upon  the  east  and  west 
aides  of  the  Mis^asippt.  The  project  of  this 
bill  was  not  to  force  the  sale.  The  gentleman 
from  North  Oarolina  hod  supposed,  that,  be- 
cause the  Govemment  oonld  dispoee  of  them, 
they  mast  necessarily;  but  it  did  not  follow; 
the  President  of  the  United  Stxtee  mi^t  have 
firmness  enough  to  reeist  improper  importoni- 
ties.  He  would  state  a  case  of  the  difBcolty  of 
which  he  had  complained.  In  the  village  of 
Belle  Vne,  a  tract  of  land  had  been  sold  by  the 
Goremment  te  an  individual  as  long  ago  as 
the  year  180S ;  lately,  ore  has  been  ducovered 
not  upon  his  tract,  but  in  the  neighborhood  of 
it^  in  another  pail  of  the  town,  in  consequence 
of  which  bis  patent  baa  been  withdrawn. 

Under  this  state  of  things,  in  the  conrse  of 
time,  almost  the  whole  State  of  ICasouri  will  be 
reserved,  and  withheld  from  sale,  and  anhject 
to  this  system.  The  mines  on  the  Upper  Mia- 
sonri,  and  north  of  the  State,  were  so  much 
more  valuable,  and,  as  they  were  worked,  the 
settlers  and  laborers  hod  left  the  State  of  Mis- 
souri and  gone  up  to  them.  This  bill  only 
abolished  the  law  of  reservation  and  restriction, 
which  had  been  found  to  be  extremely  injurious 
to  that  country,  and  which  must  nitunately  be 
the  ruin  of  it. 

Mr,  OHumLXR  observed,  that,  bb  the  gentle- 
men from  Missouri  mnst  know  more  of  the  snb- 
iect  than  they  who  lived  at  a  greater  distance, 
le  would  oak  them  if  this  laud  had  ever  been 
surveyed  by  authority  of  the  Government,  and 
whether  there  were  any  reports  upon  the  sub- 
ject; if  so,  he  should  like  to  see  them,  that  be 
might  have  some  more  information^  and  make 
up  his  mind— as  it  might  be  adviaibie  to  sell  all 
these  lands,  or  it  might  be  better  to  sell  only  a 
part  There  were  always  many  speculators  about 
a  new  comitry,  and,  as  the  gentleman  from 
North  Oarolina  very  Justly  observed,  if  the 
President  once  had  the  liberty,  he  wonld  ht 
constantly  importoned  until  he  had  fbrown 
the  whole  of  uiem  into  the  markeL 

The  President  here  read  an  amendment  to 
the  bill,  which  had  been  reported  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Pnblic  Lands,  and  stated  that 
the  question  would  be  upon  the  amendment; 
which  was  explained  by  Mr.  Binrioti. 

Mr.  Bbktox  then  replied,  that  very  ample 
reports  bad  been  made,  both  by  Government 
agents  and  others.  The  United  States  appointed 
an  agent  there,  many  years  ago.  with  a  solair 
of  $1,600  per  annum,  who  nod  examined 
the  conntry ;  and  reporte  had  also  been  made 
by  persons  who  had  been  a  long  time  resident 
in  that  country.    As  it  was  early  in  the  ses- 
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don,  lis  waa  wiDing  th«  bill  alionld  lie  ( 
lb*t  tbe  gentleman  mi^t  examine  the  reports 
oalie  fut^eet. 

Hie  question  being  taken  on  the  amendment 
propoaed  bj  the  oommittee,  it  was  ad(^t«d,  and 
the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eognMBsd  for  a  third 

UointAT,  December  32. 
The  Senate  was  principallj  oecnpied  this  da; 
b  diseaannK  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Snsau 
Decatur  etaL 

TrantAT,  DeoemberSS. 
OammerMo/t^  Wat. 

A  VSi,  "  allowing  dnties  on  foreign  merohaa- 
due,  imported  into  Louisville,  Pittsburg,  Oin- 
cinniti,  tad  Bt.  Lonis,  to  be  aecnred  and  paid 
at  thoM  plaeta,"  was  taken  up  and  conridered. 

ICr.  WoovauBT  (Obairman  of  the  Committee 
OD  CoBm«ne)  aud,  this  was  tlie  Btme  bill  whioh 
had  btta  before  that  oommittee,  and  passed 
the  Seoata,  at  its  last  session,  but  was  not  act«d 
QpoD  ID  tlie  Hooae  of  RepreaentatiTes.  Fnll 
amaitj  was  afforded  to  the  public,  br  its  pro- 
naooa,  that  the  dntiee  would  be  paid;  ana,  as 
the  amTBoience  of  the  mercbaots  of  the  West- 
cTD  eoanttj  would  be  promoted,  and  the  public 
loH  nothing  hj  the  proposed  ammgement,  he 
ts*  DO  obnacle  to  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Kr.  MuxB  said  he  recollected  that,  two  ses- 
flODs  rinee,  he  had  presented  a  memoriBl  fh>m 
tlie  merehacts  of  Fittsborg,  praying  that  the 
pliM  mi^t  be  made  a  port  of  entry.  Since 
tint  time,  he  had  anderstood  that  the  citizens 
of  nttsbnrg  did  not  reqaire  tbe  passage  of  a 
lav  Ml  the  subject;  they  were  altogether  in- 
difTcrent  to  its  passage,  and  he  was  not  certain 
vhether  they  woold  approre  of  it.  He  merely 
rosa  to  give  the  Benato  this  information.  It 
•as  ilto^ether  immaterial  to  him  what  order 
tbe  Senate  took  opon  the  bilL 

Ht.  Woodbubt  said,  the  gentleman  firom 
PenieylTania  had  not,  certainly,  pud  attention 
to  the  prorisions  of  the  bilL  He  woold  state, 
for  his  mfotmation,  that  the  bill  did  not  provide 
fot  tbe  establishment  of  ports  of  entry ;  it  was 
Dot  the  intention  of  tbe  committee  to  make 
Hich  a  prOTision.  It  was  at  first  contemplated ; 
bat,  for  himself,  he  was  af^inst  it  The  bill 
provides  mereW,  that  tbe  dntiea  on  goods  to  be 
imported  into  Louisville,  &c.,  shall  be  secured 
to  be  paid  at  those  places :  the  bonds  will  then 
b«  teat  to  New  Orleans,  and  paid  at  snch  places 
u  the  collector  of  that  port  might  direot 
ViiUe  on  tbe  floor,  he  would  state,  that  an 
unendment  had  t>eea  made  to  the  bill,  at  the 
Ui  Msdon,  which  was  not  contiuned  in  it  as 
istrodoced  by  the  Senator  from  Missoori,  viz., 
t"  inclnde  "Nashville  in  the  State  of  Ten- 
Keaee,"  as  one  of  the  places  ai  whidi,  also, 
dniies  on  foreign  merchandise  might  be  secured 
U  be  pud.  For  the  purpose  of  extending  the 
unw  privilege  to  that  place,  he  woold  move 
Tou  £-1* 


that  the  words  he  had  named  be  inserted  in 
the  bill. 

The  motion  of  Ur.  "W.  prevailed. 

Ur.  BsnTos  stated,  that  the  object  of  the  bill 
was  to  ^ve  fiicilities  to  those  persons  in  tbe 
Western  country  who  were  eugageil  in  foreign 
commerce.  The  bill  waa  under  Uie  conudera- 
tion  of  the  Committee  of  Commerce,  when  b 
distinguished  senator  from  UsKsocbusotts  (Mr. 
Llotd)  was  its  Cbdrman.  He  approved  of 
making  the  places  named  in  the  bill  ports  of 
entry.  Since  then,  that  oommittee  had  contem- 
plated a  different  method,  which  was  contuder- 
ed  more  safe.  For  years  past,  foreign  goods 
had  been  imported  into  the  Western  country, 
consigned  to  merchants  in  the  interior,  from 
the  port  of  Liverpool  in  particular.  New 
Orleans  was  tbe  port  of  delivery,  and  the  coo- 


lants to  attend  to  the  transship- 
ment of  their  prOT«Brty,  and  tie  security  of  the 
doties  upon  it.    This  was  one  hardship.    An- 


It  was  a  fact,  that  some  of  the  interior  towns 
were  nearer  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  than  New 
Orleans  was  fifteen  years  ago.  These  mer- 
chants can  attend  to  their  own  bnsiness  quite 
as  well,  if  not  better,  than  it  is  now  attended 
to  at  New  Orleans,  and  the  Government  be 
eqnally  secured  in  tJie  payment  of  the  duties ; 
while  it  would  be  a  great  accommodation  to 
those  merchants,  if  tbe  bill  should  pass.  As  lei 
as  tbe  change  contemplatod  by  the  bill  was 
known,  it  had  given  general  satisfaction ;  it 
wonld  be  of  great  advantage  to  tbe  commerce  of 
the  West,  if  it  should  become  a  law,  and,  cer- 
tainly, would  be  of  no  material  injnry  to  t^e 
country.    He,  therefore,  hoped  it  would  pass. 

The  qnestion  on  ordering  the  Inll  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a  third  reading,  was  decided  in  the 
affirmative. 


Tuesday,  December  80, 
Drmebach  on  MtrehandUe. 

A  bill  "  to  extend  the  time  within  which 
merchandise  may  be  e^wTted  with  the  benefit 
of  drawback,"  was  considered  as  in  Committee 
of  the  Whole — the  question  being  on  striking 
out  tbe  second  section. 

Mr.  SioTH,  of  Maryland^  s^  he  wonld  ^ve 
the  Senate  mformation  of  the  course  porsned 
in  Great  Britain  on  this  sul^ect.  The  practice 
in  that  coontry  was,  that,  on  a  representation 
to  the  Lords  CommiesionerB  of  the  Treasnry  of 
the  necessity  therefor,  they  bad  the  power, 
and  nsed  their  discretion,  in  extending  the 
time  in  which  merchandise  nus'ht  be  exported 
for  tbe  benefit  of  drawback.  The  section  pro- 
posed to  be  stricken  out  gives  this  power  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  The  Oommittee 
on  Finance  were  of  opinion  that  this  was  giv- 
ing a  Legislative  power  to  an  Eiocntive  officer, 
which  was  improper,  and  therefore  had  recom- 
mended that  it  bo  stricken  oat 
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The  amendment  waa  agreed  to, 

iir.  SiuBiK  eaii,  that,  as  the  amendment 
took  awa;  aome  of  the  adiantagea  proposed  b^ 
the  bill,  he  would  move  for  an  extenmon  ot 
time  in  which  merchandise  might  be  exported 
for  this  benefit.  Two  ;eara  were  allowed  b; 
the  t»lL  G-reat  Britain,  France,  See.,  allowed 
a  longer  time;  he  thoaght  our  merchanta  ought 
to  be  pnt  on  aa  good  a  footing ;  and  he  would 
therefore  move  to  amend  the  bill  bj  striking 
ont  the  word  two  in  the  aeventh  line  of  the 
first  aeoUon,  and  inserting  three. 

Thia  amendment  waa  alao  agreed  to. 

The  bill,  as  amended,  was  reported  to  the 
Senate,  the  amendmenta  conenrred  in,  and  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading. 

Dravbaek  on  Eejineel  Sus/ar. 

A  bill  granting  an  extension  of  drawback  on 
refined  sugar,  Ac,  was  taken  np  in  committee. 

Mr.  Bhith.  of  Maryland,  explained  the  bill. 
The  present  law  allowed  four  centa  drawback 
on  BQgar  refined  within  the  United  States.  The 
ol^ect  of  the  present  bill  waa  to  allow  five  cente. 
It  required  two  ponnds  of  sngsr,  in  Ita  cmde 
state,  to  make  one  pound  of  refined.  The  diit7 
on  brown  sugar  waa  three  cents  per  pound ; 
oonseqaentl?,  a  drawback  of  six  centa  would  be 
reqaiKd  in  uvor  of  the  refiner.  The  treacle 
obtained  from  the  sugar  was,  however,  valued 
at  one  cent  per  pound,  in  favor  of  the  refiner, 
and  therefore  five  cents,  the  drawback  fixed 
npon  in  the  bill,  would  be  a  fair  allowance,  and 
would  indemnify  him  for  the  amount  of  duties 
actnallf  paid  to  Government.  Should  the  bill 
pass,  the  American  refiner  of  su^  would  be 
enabled  to  enter  into  competition  with  the 
foreim  manufacturer  in  foreign  marketa.  There 
could  be  no  poasible  diaadrantage  arise  from 
passing  the  bill;  It  would  not  enhance  the  price 
of  sugar  to  the  oonBumere  of  the  country,  and 
would  greatly  tend  to  benefit  the  merchant  in 
helping  him  to  make  up  an  aasorted  cargo  for 
the  South  American,  Ohinese,  and  other  mar- 
kets. The  only  question  was,  what  waa  the 
proper  drawback  to  be  allowed  I  The  Becretary 
of  the  Treaauryhadfiied  it  at  five  cents.  Dur- 
ing the  French  Revolution,  when  all  the  mar- 
kets of  the  world  were  open  to  ns,  he  was  him- 
self engaged  in  the  bnaineas  of  refining  and 
exporting  sugar ;  then  it  was  done  to  advan- 
tage; for  we  werethe  only  nation  that  enjoyed 
a  free  trade;  now,  times  had  changed,  and 
some  inducements  must  be  held  out,  or  com- 
petition on  our  part  would  cease  altogether. 
Sugar  Tused  in  thia  country  had  never  been, 
and  could  not  be,  refined ;  and  the  reason  waa, 
it  waa  not  strong  enough.  Batavia  sugar  was 
nsed  for  this  purpose,  and  that  of  Cuba,  which 
was  superior,  because  much  stronger.  The 
Bavana  sugar,  particularly,  was  of  a  proper 
quality  for  refining.  A  portion  only  of  the 
sugar  imported  was  used  by  the  refiners,  and 
this  portion  was  generally  confined  to  the 
white  and  clayed  qoalities.  We  carried  on  a 
great  trade  with  the  Uavaiu;  they  received 
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from  us  nearly  all  the  article*  consumed  b 


an  article  of  commerce.  On  the  whole,  the  ei- 
tensiou  of  the  drawback  aystem  would  Im 
beneficial  to  the  agriculturist,  the  mannfaetDrer, 
and  the  navigator,  and  he  hoped  the  bill  vodU 

Kr.  BmTOH  observed,  that  whatever  reasom 
might  have  existed  for  the  drawback  tjttem 
in  1T90,  they  no  longer  prevailed.  Instead  at 
increasing  it,  this  ^stem  should  be  diminished, 
or  repealed  altogether.  At  the  time  refemd 
to,  no  sugar  was  raised  in  the  United  States; 
frauds  on  the  revenue  were  not  so  likely  to  take 
place ;  there  were  then  no  exports  but  of  arti- 
cles  which  had  been  brought  mto  the  country; 
and  there  was  then  a  nominal  drawback  ob 
domestic  spirits,  made  th)m  molasses.  ¥hit 
was  the  proof  on.  this  aubject  at  the  last  wssion 
of  Congress  t  Why,  that  frauds  were  prodnced 
by  thia  system,  on  the  revenue ;  and  that,  in- 
stead of  a  drawback,  we  were  paying  four  eenti 
premium  on  foreign  articles.  In  conseq^ieiice, 
the  nominal  drawback  was  repealed  entirely, 
The  aame  should  be  done  in  this  case.  As  to 
American  sugar  not  being  fitted  for  refiniog, 
thia  was  hot  the  reiteration  of  an  old  story. 
The  aame  had  been  aaid  of  wool,  hemp,  tM 
iron.  The  tme  reason  was,  however,  that  ili« 
refiner  can  procure  the  foreign  material  ch«apff 
than  the  domestic,  and,  therefore,  lie  preferred 
it.  The  doty  on  West  India  sugar  was  four 
cents ;  if  this  duty  be  taken  off,  as  by  the  bill 
it  will  be,  we  shall  diacover  the  true  diSereoce 
between  American  and  foreign  engar. 

He  could  see  no  reason  why  New  Orieuu 
angsT  might  not  be  made  as  dry  and  as  fit  for 
refining  as  the  Havana.  He  looked  upon  the 
proposed  measure  as  in  efi'ect  a  tax  upon  th« 
American  people,  for  the  benefit  of  foreigners. 
He  had  a  regard  for  the  South  Americoiu,  bnt 
he  loved  bis  own  constituents  better.  He 
should  be  glad  to  see  every  branch  of  indastry 
prosper,  bnt  he  could  not  consent  to  the  prw 
tration  of  hie  conatitnents.  The  efi'ect  of  the 
bill  was  to  give  a  premium  of  one  per  cent,  cd 
every  pound  of  sugar  refined  and  eipoHeA 
which  was  a  greater  profit  than  was  obtained 
by  the  cultivators  of  the  earth.    Considerable 

S.antJtJea  of  refined  sugar  were  exported,  and 
e  export  was  on  the  inoroose.  If  the  refinen 
could  export  at  preaent,  the  additional  bonnty 
(for  he  could  look  npon  it  hi  no  other  light)  d 
one  per  cent,  would  cause  immense  shiptnenu, 
and  the  country  would  be  either  nnsnpplied,  <« 
great  and  exorbitant  profits  exacted. 

Mr.  SiiABBB  supported  the  hill.  When  before 
the  committee  at  the  last  session,  he  had  en- 
deavored to  inform  himself  upon  the  sclyect, 
and  from  all  the  information  he  conld  obtain, 
five  centa  would  rather  fall  short  of  a  proper 
allowance  of  drawback.  He  concwved  the 
question  to  be,  whether  we  would  pve  encour- 
agement to  the  refinera  of  this  country,  or  to 
foreigners.  He  difiered  from  the  gentleman  from 
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M  to  the  it^nriona  effeot  npon 
1  ■npu-,  ttatftd  by  him.  He  enU^ed 
upon  thebeae&tauidBdv&iitagea  of  the  trade  of 
Uiii(»iuitr7  with  the  Havum;  stated  that  it 
liid  been  the  coeUaa  at  the  eastward  to  aeod 
refilled  nigw  to  Leghorn,  and  other  parta  of  the 
¥«dilemaeaii ;  that  more  would  have  been 
■eot  but  that  the  article  ooold  be  fDmiabed 
rbeaper  from  France.  The  onltiTation  of  eogar 
in  Fruioe,  as  he  had  been  informed,  was  on.  the 
ifKTease,  and  yet,  thej  allowed  the  importation 
of  the  article,  with  a  drawback  of  the  whole  of 
tbe  dotiea,  for  the  purpoM  of  re&aiog  sod  ei- 
portatioii.  The  qaeBtioa  was,  whether  we 
EhoDld  allow  a  drawback  to  the  whole  amoimt 
of  the  dntiea  or  not  t 

Mr.  WooDBDBT,  in  reply  to  ill.  Bchtoit,  said, 
that  the  original  policy  of  tbe  drawback  ajstem 
wu  to  encoarage  manofaotareg  and  the  carrjiiig 
trede.  There  was  no  tax  on  angar  that  did  not 
go  into  die  eonsamption  of  the  eoontry ;  and, 
to  ewnonfe  tbe  carrying  trade,  tbe  mgar  re- 
fined (hoBld  be  aa  free  frcon  tai  now  aa  hereto- 
(bre.  It  ira«  not  the  policy  of  the  conntry  to 
tai  what  waa  not  conaamed  in  tbe  country ; 
md  fram  every  pound  of  sugar  exported,  the 
tax  Aonld  be  drawn  back.  The  duties  wonld 
b*  deducted  from  iron,  duck,  hemp,  and  other 
midet  osed  in  the  manufacture  of  ehipa,  if 
tbey  were  not  consumed  in  the  country;  hut 
tbey  are.  Sn^,  after  it  was  refined,  waa 
not  eOBBomed  in  tiie  oonntry,  but  sent  out  of 
it  There  was  no  frand  on  the  revenue;  for 
the  fogar  conld  be,  and  was  traced  out  of 
it  The  refining  of  this  article  did  not  inter- 
frre  with  the  mann&ctDrers  of  sngsr,  but 
aided  them.  The  gentleman  from  Hissonri 
cotajdained  that  it  waa  an  injury  to  agriculture  \ 
but.  ao  fkr  from  its  coming  into  competition 
with  the  manufacture  of  sugar,  evidence  before 
CongTMS  aatisfaetorily  showed  that  it  did  not : 
for  tbe  quality  of  American  sugar  woald 
not  insw^  —  it  was  altogether  unanitable. 
This  was  a  matter  of  fact,  and  he  tbe  more 
nadilr  ^ipealed  to  it.  But,  suppose  it  was 
tttitable,  every  hundred  weight  uaed  in  refining 
would  bring  a  hundred  w^ht  of  foreign  sugar 
into  conaomptioa.  Where  then  waa  tbe  difier- 
encet  Neither  the  domestic  sngar,  nor  the 
levenBe  was  injured  by  a  drawback  on  foreign 
si^ar  refined.  The  Treaaory  did  not  snffer— 
the  debentores  did  not  exceed  (2,000  per  an- 
SQin,  while  the  duties  on  sugar  imported  ex- 
eeeded  $2,000,000.  Nothing  Uierefore  was  lost 
to  the  Treasury  unless  the  debentures  exceeded 
tbe  importation.  The  c^eration  of  the  bill 
voold  certunly  be  beneficial  to  agricnltnre, 
Wanse,  in  exchange  for  the  sogar  obtuned, 
«e  tell  oar  lumber,  flour,  com,  £c.,  Ae.  We 
miat  have  a  toarket  abroad — and  one  of  the 
■oTiteries  and  beauties  of  the  trade  was,  that 
ft*  parehase  and  sale  of  the  aogar  often  gave 
doaUe  voyages.  Ve  do  not  send  it  to  Italy, 
*<-,  la  fonneriy,  but  to  Braril,  Ohina,  &o.  In 
toglsiid  the  whole  duty  had  been  withdrawn, 
kc^Bse  there  was  no  conanmptioD  of  the  sugar 


in  the  oonntry;  in  France  it  was  the  same; 
and,  in  consequence  of  theae  oonntries  with- 
holding all  duty  from  tbe  importation  of  aogar, 
we  have  no  trade  now  in  tbe  article,  bat  with 
our  neighbors  of  this  eonUnent,  and  to  them  we 
mnat  resort.  He  thought  the  bill  ought  to  past, 
and  would  not  trouble  the  Senate  any  farther. 


He  then  commented  on  the  report  of  the  oom- 
mittee,  and  stated  that  thoae  who  petitioned 
for  an  increase  of  drawback  oomplMned  of  thcor 
large  families,  and  that  tbey  maat  stop  anleas 
assisted  by  Coneresa.  Tet  it  seems  they  are 
doing  a  profitable  busineas,  and  it  is  proposed 
to  allow  them  a  premium  of  one  per  cent, 
while  no  part  of  the  attention  of  the  committee 
was  turned  to  the  consumers  of  the  oonntry. 
The  people  of  Bonth  America  were  to  be  fur- 
nished with  the  article  at  a  che^)er  rate,  while 
those  of  the  United  States  were  to  receive  it  at 
an  enhanced  price. 

Mr.  Smtth  alluded  to  tbe  state  of  things  in  th« 
year  17M.  At  that  time  an  exdae  ensted  on 
whiskey,  loaf  sngar,  &e.,  and  Congress  thought 
proper  to  draw  back  excise  on  theee  articles, 
and  allowed  three  cents  on  the  exportation  of 
every  pound  of  loaf  susar.  The  doty  on  brown 
sngar  was  then  one  ana  a  half  cents.  The  con- 
sequence was,  the  exportation  of  loaf  aogar  in- 
creased to  a  great  extent.  In  1618  a  new  law 
waa  passed  on  the  subject  (of  which  Ur.  8,  read 
tbe  second  section,  gnarding  against  frauds  on 
tbe  revenue,  &c.)  and  the  trade  to  Cuba  became 
so  extensive,  that  more  sugar  was  imported 
than  conld  be  consumed  in  the  country.  What 
was  to  be  done  t  A  drawback  on  foreign  sngsrs 
was  allowed,  and  bo<ui  the  country  was  cleared 
of  its  superfluity,  and  a  market  opened  for 
the  sugars  of  Looisiana.  Where  was  there  any 
diflTerence  in  the  sngar,  in  its  raw  and  refined 
state,  except  the  difference  thst  resulted  from 
the  industry  employed !  The  foot  was,  steam 
was  now  used  in  refining  sugar,  and  a  state  of 
perfection  had  been  arrived  at  greatly  bene- 
floial,  and  enabling  ua  to  compete  suocessfully 
with  foreigners. 

Mr,  Johnston,  of  Louisiana,  did  not  attribute 
so  much  importcnoe  to  thia  bill,  as  sonie  gentle- 
men who  bad  spoken.  The  prbtdple  of  allow- 
ing a  drawback  on  the  exportation  of  artiotet, 
equal  to  the  dutjr  on  tbe  importation,  was  a  plain 
one,  and  cwential  to  the  navigatim  and  com- 
tnerce  of  a  coontry ;  and  tbe  prindple  had 
been  extended  to  artiolea  which  had  undergone 
some  modification  by  mannfactnre.  And,  if 
the  efi^t  is  to  diversify  our  labor  and  inoreaae 
tbe  navigation,  there  can  be  no  objection,  unless 
it  operate  injurioasly  npon  some  other  interest. 
At  present  tne  export  of  refined  sugar  does  not 
interfere  with  any  other  branch  of  industry.  It 
is  very  limited,  not  exceeding  |2T,000,  and  not 
likely  to  be  very  greatly  increaaed,  whLe  a  duty 
Is  necessary  to  protect  refined  sugar  in  the  home 
markeL  Mr.  J.  8^  he  presumed  the  details 
of  tbe  bill  had  been  attended  to  by  the  oom- 
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mittee,  and  that  they  had  allowed  what  in  their 
judgment  was  a  fair  eqnivaleDt  in  drawback  for 
the  dntj  on  the  Bngar.  He  could  not  enter 
into  a  miuata  calcniation.  If  more  was  ^ven 
than  bad  been  ^ud,  it  ia  a  bonntj  which  it  is 
not  the  intention,  of  Oongress  to  allow.  If 
less,  it  operat«a  iqinrional;  to  tbe  manafaotnrer. 
Bat,  Mr.  J.  said,  there  was  another  view  of  thii 
mbject  which  had  been  adverted  to,  and  which  it 
became  bim  to  notice.    It  had  been  sud  bj  the 


Mr,  J.  add  it  was  tnie,  that,  at  this  moment,  we 
did  not  make  mgar  eqnal  to  the  consumption, 
and  therefore  it  was  cot  now  neceesarr  to  gnard 
the  domestic  article.  Bnt  the  period  was  ap- 
proaching when  we  should  be  fnlljr  sapplied; 
and  when  it  was  fonnd  that  the  oonntrr  conla 
ftimisb  the  raw  material^  be  presnmed  the  gen- 
tlemen, on  their  own  prmciplee,  would  protect 
the  domestic  article,  bj  withholding  the  draw- 
back on  foreign  sngar  refined.  He  believed 
tliat  in  fire  rears  the  production  wonld  equal 
the  consomption ;  and,  If  the  export  of  refined 
engar  Hbonld  then  be  an  object  of  any  valne, 
it  would  be  proper  to  give  the  preference  to 
onr  own  material.  Be  therefore  proposed  to 
limit  the  act  to  five  vears. 

Mr.  J.  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  bv  add- 
ing a  proviso  that  it  abonld  expire  at  the  end 
of  five  jeara. 

llr.  BxitToii'  eeii  the  amendment  was  per- 
fectly parliamentaiT — were  the  eflisots  of  any 
proposed  meaanre  dubions,  it  was  nsnal  to  fix 
a  duration  to  its  existence,  that  the  Legislature 
may  act  sgain  npon  the  subject  in  due  lime. 
The  amendment  teasened,  bnt  did  not  remove 
hia  objections,  Ab  to  the  fitness  (tf  Lon- 
taiana  angar,  he  considered  it  as  likely  to  answer 
the  purposes  of  the  refiner,  as  the  sngar  of  the 
West  India  Islands,  where  the  atmosphere  was 
as  humid  as  in  Lonisiana.  Perhaps  the  true 
reason  was,  that  at  present  the  eumtr  made  in 
that  State  was  all  conanmed  in  so  short  a  period 
that  it  had  not  time  to  dry ;  bnt  this  will  not 
always  be  the  case.  If  a  bonnty  was  to  be 
given  on  sngar,  give  it  to  the  domestic  and  not 
flie  foreign  i  not  that  he  thonght  more  protec- 
tion was  needed,  bnt  be  wonld  prefer  that 
course.  While  out  off  from  the  competition  of 
fbreignera,  by  a  duty  of  twelve  cents  on  the 
ponnd,  the  sugar  refiner  exorbitantly  demands 
a  drawback  of  five  cents  the  ponnd  additional. 
This  was  a  bold  attempt  at  monopoly,  and 
would  soon  operate  as  a  direct  bounty.  He 
trusted  the  amendment  would  be  adopted,  and 
then  that  the  bill  wonld  be  rejected. 

Mr.  JoHNSTOir  modified  his  amendment  to 
read,  "  Prtmided,  That  this  act  shall  continae 
and  be  in  force  for  fire  years." 

Mr.  BviTH,  of  Md.,  opposed  the  amendment. 
and  stated  that  not  one  pound  of  angar  would 
be  used  if  it  was  adopted.    They  had  better 


prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  sogar  at 
once.  Olayed  and  dry  white  sugar,  be  reitera- 
ted, were  the  proper  materials  for  the  refiner, 
and  gentiemen  might  rely  npon  it  be  would 
never  use  the  domestic  article — it  was  nusiiitr 
able.  Mr.  B.  replied  to  Mr.  Bshtoit  as  to  the 
12  cents  dnty  on  imported  sngar,  and  again 
rallied  him  on  the  provisions  of  the  tariff  lav 
rejecting  lead,  &c. 

The  amendment  of  Ur,  JoHHaToiT  was  re- 
jected, ayes  IS,  noes  22. 

Mr.  DioxEBSos  said,  that,  for  one,  he  had  not 
canvassed  the  aul^ecL  and  was  not  prepared  to 
vote  on  the  bill.  He  did,  some  years  sinct^ 
look  into  it,  and  he  stated,  to  the  best  of  his 
recollection,  the  quantity  of  brown  sngar  used 
in  the  manufacture.  He  was  then  of  opinion 
that  five  cents  waa  a  fraction  beyond  the  duty 
on  the  raw  material  That  was  the  caae  for- 
merly, bnt  he  knew  matters  bad  changed  since 
—the  duty  on  sugar  was  somewhat  tigher. 
After  the  sugar  was  refined,  however,  there 
waa  a  residue  left,  called  treacle,  or  sngar-houee 
molasses,  which  was  of  the  very  best  Idnd,  and 
pud  no  duty.  It  therefore  reqnired  a  nice  cal- 
culation to  know  how  much  the  refiner  did  pay 
for  bis  raw  material.  Five  cents,  nnder  his 
present  impressions,  was  too  much  to  retnni  to 
nim  as  drawback — it  served  as  a  bounty  to  um 
foreign  materials.  As  we  had  gone  into  the 
system,  he  was  willing  to  give  back  all  that  the 
refiner  paid ;  but  us  at  present  informed,  he 
should  hel  it  his  dnty  to  vote  agtunet  the  bill, 
unless  farther  time  was  granted  to  obtain  the 
necessary  information. 

[Hero  the  debate  closed  for  this  day.] 

WxnmsDAT,  December  81. 
J)ratiiiael!  en  Stfinai  Sugar. 

The  bill  extending  the  drawback  on  sugar 
rofined  within  the  United  States  came  ap — the 
question  being  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a  third 
roading, 

Mr.  DtOKXBSON  rose  in  ot>podtion  to  the  bill. 
He  said  he  had  had  little  time  to  examine  its 
provisions — bnt  he  bad  had  enough  to  convince 
nimself  that  five  cents  was  too  great  an  amoont 
of  drawback  to  be  allowed.  Mr.  D.  then  pro- 
ceeded to  canvass  the  report  of  a  committee, 
made  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  and 
entered  into  a  minute  calculation  respecting  the 
cost  of  the  raw  material  used  in  refining  of 
sugar,  and  the  amount  of  drawback  proposed  to 
be  allowed,  and  what  be  thought  ought  to  be 
allowed,  as  sufficient.  He  was  of  opinion  that 
Oongreas  had  legislated  upon  the  subject  with- 
out the  proper  data  to  go  upon,  being  governed 
by  estimates  of  tbe  refiners,  mside  twenty  years 
ago.  As  allowance  of  five  cents  drawback  on 
tbe  pound  of  refined  sugar  would  leave  a  large 
balance  in  favor  of  the  refiner,  and  the  Gov- 
ernment would  be  the  loser  to  that  amonnt — 
an  amount  averaging  from  IS  to  47  per  ceot. 
The  improvements  made  in  the  manufactnre 
wero  certunly  worthy  of  notice;  becanse  a 
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jTMter  amoont  of  reflsed  mgar  oonld  be  inEide 
DOT,  from  the  same  qoantitrr  of  raw  material, 
than  fonneriy — perhaps  one  ponnd  of  refined 
ngv  from  one  and  a  half  ponnda  of  the  rav 
nuterial ;  sod  he  thought  a  strict  inqairy  onght 
to  be  inatitnted  into  the  aabject,  that  it  might 
be  fatowD  irbat  qnantity  of  the  raw  material 
wu  (ctnallj  usea  in  the  mannfaotare.  The 
offieen  of  the  cuetoms  were  cert^nlj  entitled 
(o  a  compensation  for  their  trouble  in  att«DdiQg 
to  the  dntiea  required  of  them  by  the  draw- 
t«ck  BTstem,  which  duties  were  varioos  and 
complicated ;  and  in  hia  opinion  foar  cents 
drawback  was  amply  snfficient  for  the  reSner, 
kaving  a  Bom  in  the  hands  of  the  Qovemment 
to  i^Kj  the  expenses  to  which  he  had  re- 
fened.  He  was  among  those  who  were  ^s- 
posed  to  &Yor  domestic  mum&atores ;  but 
when  tbey  were  encouraged  to  a  proper  extent, 
he  was  not  willing  to  go  farther.  He  never 
eonld  oonaent  to  the  payment  of  a  bounty  to 
enaUe  tliem  to  send  the  proceeds  of  Ui^ 
indnsby  abroad.  As  the  allowance  of  a  draw- 
back OD  SDgar  refined  was  a  system  long  estab- 
ll^ed,  he  was  willing  to  make  a  fair  aliow- 
cnoe  to  the  refiner  -  bnt,  if  the  system  were 
BOW  to  be  originated,  he  doubt^  if  Congreas 
wmM  establish  the  policy :  for  himself  he  was 
free  to  say,  be  should  be  diametrically  opposed 
to  tt.  Tliere  was  oertunly  danger  of  fraud  in 
Ae  lyrtem,  and  he  instanced  the  article  of  snoff 
to  show  that  the  Govemment  had  heretofore 
been  imposed  opoo.  lie  believed  he  might  say 
the  aame  of  spirits,  though  not  to  so  great  an 
eitenL  He  believed  there  was  less  danger  of 
frand  on  tito  exportation  of  refined  sngar  than 
any  other  aitide  on  whieh  a  drawback  was 
allowed — bnt  yet  there  was  fraud.  He  be- 
Itered,  loo,  that,  so  long  as  the  system  was  con- 
tinned,  the  consumption  of  the  domestio  mate- 
rial in  themannfacture  would  never  take  place; 
it  was,  in  his  opinion,  quite  as  good  as  the 
foreign :  for  he  Imew  of  no  law  of  nature  that 
operated  against  it.  Domestio  hemp  would 
iwTer  be  nsed  in  the  mannfactnre  of  cordage, 
if  there  was  a  drawback  on  the  foreign  article 
when  exported;  he  might  say  the  some  of 
nails.  If  there  was  no  eugar  produced  in  the 
ecnrntry,  then  it  would  be  proper  to  encourage 
the  importation  of  the  foreipi  article,  and  give 
a  drawback  on  ita  exportation,  to  thje  amount 
of  the  dnty  on  importaUon. 

Xr.  SiOTH,  of  Uaryland,  gave  great  credit  to 
the  geatlemui  &om  New  Jersey  tor  the  atten- 
tJoD  he  had  pud  to  the  suttject ;  he  had  cer- 
tainly been  at  great  pains  to  inform  himself, 
tfaouh  the  ease  was  a  very  pitun  one.  He  had 
hcfied  more  from  the  inteUigenoe  of  his  friend. 
boirever,  than  the  assertion  that  a  pound  of 
Teftned  sugar  could  be  made  from  a  ponnd  and 
a  half  of  the  raw  material.  What  was  the 
object  of  refining  t  Why,  to  take  away  all  the 
inporitiea  from  the  article  to  be  refined ;  and 
it  WM  beyond  his  comprehension  how  the 
this^  untld  be  done,  unless  a  good  portion  of 
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fact  was,  however,  that  the  allowance  of  the 
gentleman  to  the  pound  of  refined  sugar  was 
not  enough — it  comd  not  be  made  of  so  small 
a  quantity.  With  regard  to  the  expenses  of 
the  drawback  system,  the  officer  was  entitled 
to  such  fees  for  his  trouble  as  sufficiently 
compenaated  him,  without  taking  frvm  the 
Government.  He  weU  rooolleoted  the  fraud 
on  snuff;  bnt  when  it  was  discovered,  tho 
drawback  was  withheld.  There  might  be 
some  fraud  so  far  as  related  to  spirits ;  but  the  - 
laws  were  very  strict;  and  be  who  committed 
fraud,  most  commit  peijury  also.  The  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey  admitted  there  was  less 
fraud,  and  less  chance  of  fraud,  on  the  article 
of  refined  sugar ;  and  in  this  admission,  he 
overthrew  the  whole  of  his  argument  Mr. 
S.  then  rebutted  the  arguments  advanced  by 
Mr.  DioKBKsos  relative  to  hemp,  cordage,  iron, 
&o.,  and  observed  that  the  tax  on  hemp  was 
most  abominable ;  that  it  tended  greatly  to  the 
injury  of  navigation,  destroying  a  very  con- 
siderable trade  formerly  carried  on  with  Cuba, 
&o.,  and  then  proceeded,  with  great  vehemence, 
to  defend  the  bill.  He  stated  what  had  for- 
merly been  the  practice  of  Congress ;  that  it  was 
to  encourage  navigation  and  commerce,  and  to 
prepare  a  hardy  race  of  men  to  fight  the  battles 
of  the  country.  The  present  policy  of  the 
oonntry  tended  to  enfeeble  it ;  and  the  great 
object  of  the  statesmen  of  the  present  day, 
seemed  to  be  to  compete  with  England  in  the 
manufacture  of  shovels,  nails,  Ac  The  gen- 
tleman hod  been  a  day  and  a  night  making  his 
calculations ;  he  showed  that  the  refiner  had  a 
profit  oi  IB}  cents  on  the  Muscovado  sugar, 
and  47  on  the  clayed ;  and  this  was  the  amount 
of  his  calculations,  ffe  would  not  have  taken 
the  trouble  to  make  them  for  the  whole  of  the 

Srofit  He  considered  it  trifling  with  the 
enate.  And  how  had  the  gentleman  been 
able  to  arrive  at  his  conclusions?  Why,  hy 
denying  the  atatomonts  of  the  refiners,  though 
he  knew  no  more  of  the  subject  than  he  (Mr. 
Sutb)  did.  Mr.  8.  then  proceeded  to  answer 
some  of  the  statements  made  yesterday; 
stated  that  he  had  also  examined  the  statistics 
of  the  country;  and  said  he  was  fully  of 
opinion  that,  if  the  bill  passed,  where  34,000 
pounds  of  sugar  were  now  exported,  100^000 
pounds  would  be,  in  the  same  space  of  time. 
With  regard  to  the  oonstituenta  of  the  gentle- 
man from  l^sonri,  their  share  of  the  addi- 
tional expense,  should  the  bill  pass,  would  be 
about  four  dollars,  to  he  divided  among  the 
whole  State ;  for  the  whole  average  amount  of 
tho  exportation  would  only  be  1,007  dollars. 
As  to  oomestic  sugar,  70,000  pounds  only  were 
produced  per  annum,  whereas  78,000,000  ponnda 
were  Imported,  valued  at  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars. He  was  tired  of  the  subject;  he  hod 
been  drawn  into  the  discussion  oi  it  against  his 
will ;  and  thonght  the  matter  was  too  dear  to 
admit  of  any  farther  argument. 

Mr.  Bkntoit  in  reply  to  Mr.  Bhith,  asked 
how  many  sugar  mamJacturers  Uiere  were  in 
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the  ooontryt  (He  wm  anawered,  about 
hondred.)  If  foardollan,  then,  was  the  amount 
to  be  pud  by  Missonri,  and  that  of  the  Union 
only  1,007  doUais,  and  if  the  nomber  of  mann- 
ftotnrera  was  onhr  one  hundred,  to  reaeive  ten 
doUan  additional  bonntj  each  by  the  bill,  he 
thoogbt  OoDgresi  had  been  employed  on  a  very 
tnsignifioant  mibject.  Was  it  powible  that  the 
two  Honsea  of  Congress  had  been  ooonpied  for 
nearly  two  weeks,  &t  an  expense  of  several 
thonsand  doUuB,to  ^ve  a  tbonsand  dollarstoa 
hondred  persons !  Is  it  true  that  the  Senator 
from  Ma^Und  has  been  seriously  at  work  in 
this  momentous  bnslnMs!  Truly  the  moantaio 
had  been  in  labor,  and  brought  forth  a  mouse 
— a  drowned  mouse.  Did  the  mannfoctorera 
of  sugar,  who  had  a  capital  of  thousands, 
require  an  act  of  Congress  to  allow  them  this 
paltry  smn  t  But  the  mannfaotoreiB  of  this 
angar  hod  the  eiolnsiTe  supply  of  the  market 
at  tills  moment ;  every  man,  woman,  and 
ohild  in  the  country  were  laid  at  their  feet : 
and,  not  content  with  the  ten  dollan,  they 
require  a  bomit;  to  go  forth  to  trade  with 
foreign  natloni.  They  tell  us,  too,  that  theirs 
iaanincreasingaodprofitablebuHnees;  ifprof- 
itable  it  must  be  uicreadng.  And  yet  they 
apply  tor  seven  per  cent  additional  profit,  to 
be  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the  people.  What 
waa  the  value  of  interest  in  the  country  1  What 
the  profits  of  the  farmar  and  planter?  Few  of 
them  realize  three  per  cent.  He  preanmed  the 
profits  of  the  sngor  refiner  were  now  G  per  cent. ; 

S've  them  what  they  aalf,  and  it  would  be  18. 
e  was  astonished  at  the  manner  in  which  this 
bin  bad  gone  through.  But  the  statement  of 
the  gentleman  from  Maryland  to-day  had 
placed  it  on  a  different  footing,  and  made  it 
qipear  as  an  olgjeet  of  legislatiMi  tmly 
temptible.  What  becomes  of  the  — '- 
Interest t 

The  ot^ect  of  the  hill  waa  really  to  give  one 
cent  more  on  refined  sugar  tbaa  formerly. 
Estimate  the  consomplion  af  sugar  In  the 
United  States,  and  add  1  per  cent.,  and  yon  get 
at  the  effects  of  the  bill  upon  the  consumers  of 
the  cODutry.  The  refiners  will  not  sell  to  the 
consnmers  of  this  country  nulesa  they  can  get 
the  one  per  oent. ;  they  will  sooner  take  it  out 
of  the  country,  and  receive  their  bounty  far  so 

3fr.  Ch&xdlbk  said,  that  he  waa  unaware  of 
any  i^jory  or  fraud  that  oould  poaribly  resnlt  to 
tbe  counby  from  the  passage  of  the  bill,  unless 
the  amount  of  drawback  exceeded  the  imporis- 
tion  of  tbe  artide.  Be  would,  therefore,  ofi'er 
an  amendment  to  tbe  bill,  to  be  added  as  a 
proviso  at  tiie  end,  as  fbllows : 

"Provided,  That  tins  sol  stiall  oeue  to  be  in  force 
so  soon  M  the  eiporta  of  stwar  shall  be  equal  to  the 
imports  of  the  sune  article. 

Mr.  TuBwXLL  did  not  rise  to  disonsB  the  hill, 
but  to  make  the  inquiry,  whether  a  drawback 
was  allowed  by  the  taws  of  the  United  Statea, 
on  any  other  article  bnt  sugar,  where  it  had 


changed  its  form  t  Another  question  he  would 
put,  was,  whether  any  drawback  was  ever 
allowed  on  refined  angar,  until  there  waa  an 
excise  duty  laid  upon  it  f  The  general  principle 
of  the  Government,  from  its  foundation,  had 
been,  he  believed,  to  allow  a  drawback  on 
articlea  exported  in  the  same  form  and  clcthiag 
in  which  they  were  imported,  but,  if  tbey  had 
undergone  any  change  in  thes^reepeots,  then  so 
drawback  was  allowed. 

[Ur.  Smith  noticed  the  article  of  doth^ 
which  was  allowed  to  he  exported,  and  Mr. 
SiLSBSs  that  of  handkerchiefs.] 

Mr.  TAziwaLL.  They  are  not  changed,  but 
cut.  So  early  as  1V89,  a  drawback  of  one  cent 
was  allowed  on  sugar,  which  waa  increased 
from  time  to  time.  There  was  then  no  internal 
tax  on  the  article.  In  17M,  an  exdse  offonr 
(tents  was  l^d  on  refined  sngar,  with  tbe  nader- 
standing,  that,  if  exported,  the  amount  of  the 
excise  Bhould  be  drawn  back.  Bnt  the  draw- 
back was  allowed  solely  on  account  of  the 
excise — there  was  no  other  reascm  asmgned  for 
it.  So  tme  was  this,  that  both  were  repealed 
together,  in  tbe  year  1818.  He  rose  merely  for 
information.  If  correct  in  his  ideas,  tbe  draw- 
back was  never  allowed  on  the  cost  of  the 
brown  sngar,  hut  solely  on  account  of  excise. 
He  entirely  concurred  with  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey,  that,  if  the  aubject  was 
to  be  oommenced  anew,  the  drawback  system 
would  he  abandoned  altogether. 

Mr.  Smitb  said,  the  first  excise  was  laid  in 
17B4.  The  same  law  authorized  a  drawback 
of  the  excise.  In  1800,  another  excise  waa 
Md  by  law,  with  tbe  same  proviuon  as  to 
drawback.  This  law  was  repeued  in  1617,  and 
with  it  was  repealed  the  drawback,  tfaoogh  thb 
was  not  intended :  for  the  excise  alone  was 
what  Congress  meant  to  repeaL  In  1818, 
finding  that  they  had  repealed  the  drawback 
with  the  excise,  another  law  was  passed  on  the 
subject,  hy  which  a  drawback  waa  allowed  of 
two  pounds  raw  for  one  of  refined  sugar. 

Mr.  WooDKCBY  replied  to  Mr.  Tazswkll, 
and  assured  him  that  the  drawback  did  not 
ori^ate  with  tiie  excise.  In  1707,  the  Legis- 
lature proceeded  to  allow  a  drawback^n  sngar 
refined,  (extracts  from  which  law  Mr,  W.  read,) 
and  one  cent  was  allowed  as  an  additional 
drawback  on  account  of  the  increased  duty  on 
sngar  exacted  hy  that  law.  The  system  b^au 
on  tbe  theory  that  the  drawback  ehonld  be 
equal  to  the  det?,  and  had  been  followed  up  to 
this  time.  He  did  not  believe  in  tbe  fraud  on 
spirits — the  law  allowing  Its  entortation  with 
benefit  of  drawback  was  abolished  on  account 
of  misapprehension,  and  he  wished  to  aet  th« 
merchants  of  the  country  right  on  this  suhjeet. 
Ur.  W.  then  proceeded  to  reply  to  some  of  the 
argnments  oi  Mr.  Biktok  ;  deided  that  the 
refiners  woi^d  receive  the  large  profit  which  he 
had  named ;  explained  in  what  tlieir  capital  did 
really  consist ;  and  denied  that  their  profit  was 
more  than  two  per  cent. 

He  then  alluded  to  the  adTantagea  of  the 
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dnvback  qjstem ;  the  Rreat  de^re  there  was  for 
IbepuHge  of  the  bill,  that  our  merchants  might 
ecinpeto  irith  fbreignera  to  advantage  in  the 
gonUi  American  and  Chinese  markets,  and 
tUeged  aa  a  reason  that  these  vere  the  odIj 
uirkeU  now  left  ns,  on  account  of  the  Liberal 
poJiCfparstiedbr France, England,^.  Thoagh 
tbe  uportatioc  was  email  at  present,  he  had  no 
doubt  of  its  increase  to  the  amoont  stated  bjr 
tha  Senator  from  Maryland.  He  dented  and 
r^eSed  the  statements  and  orgnments  of  the 
Seoator  from  New  Jer*ej,  and  accosed  him  of 
bottmning  his  calculations  on  the  dnties  exact«d 
bj  former  tariffs,  And  not  bj  the  tariff  law  of 
tbe  Ust  seaeion. 

The  amendment  submitted  b;  Ur.  Cuahdlkk 
«u  then  agreed  to ;  and  the  amendment  was 
ordared  to  be  engrossed,  and  the  bill  read  a 
lluid  time,  bj  the  following  TOte : 

Tub.— Hcsn:  Bvtoo,  Bell,  BoaUgcr,  Bnroet, 
Chmdlei,  (Aue,  Foot,  Knight,  Huki,  HcKinlej, 
Hetue,  KoUe,  Bidgel  j,  Bobbins,  Buggies,  Suiford, 
aajmnt,  abbee.  Smith  of  Md.,  Thomia,  Willef, 
WeodbuT— 22. 

Kin. — Henra.  Barnard,  Beoton,  Berrien,  Dicker- 
nn,  BiTiic,  Hendricks,  Iredell,  JobasOD  of  Ken- 
tickr,  Kane,  Prince,  Bovui,  Tuevell,  T  jler.  White, 


TinsDAT,  Janoflry  0, 18i9. 
Tk4  SiiJting  limd,  Ae. 

Hw  8«iate  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  riiJh>winK  resolutions,  heretofore  sub- 
mitted by  Mr.  BB^nos,  and  made  tbe  special 
order  fiw  to-day : 

*■  Baohfd,  Thtt  the  5th  section  of  the  Soking 
Food  act,  of  1B17,  onght  to  be  so  amended  sa  to  au- 
ttHRiw  the  eommigsionera  of  that  fund  to  nuke  pur- 
cfaiae  of  tbe  poblie  debt,  mt  ita  corrent  market  price, 
vkfocTcr,  in  theii  0[hiuoii,  nicb  pnrchuei  can  be 
■ade  bmeflcianT  for  tbe  interest  of  the  United 
StHea,  and  eon^iCently  with  existing  engagements. 

**  S.  Ikt  the  Ith  netion  of  the  aama  act,  which 
aatharim  a  retention  of  two  ndiliooa  of  surplus 
Kereoaa  in  tbe  Treiaorr,  oaght  to  be  repealed ;  and 
tkst  the  Beat  secdon  of  the  Sinking  Fund  act  of 
11)0,  which  diracta  the  whole  of  the  aui^us  money 
in  (he  Tmsnry  la  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  tlie 
^blic  dd>t,  oug^t  to  tM  reTired  and  cootinaed  in 

"  t.  That  the  Bank  of  tbe  tJnIted  Sutes  ought  to 
be  reqniicd  to  make  a  compensation  to  tbe  people 
of  the  United  States  for  the  nae  of  the  baLuices  of 
pBblie  HMRier  od  its  hands. 

**  4.  That  a  pnbUc  debt  is  a  public  burden,  and 
that  the  preaent  debt  of  the  United  States  is  a  bui 
4ea  apoD  the  people  of  the  United  States  to  th 
UHiuil  of  more  than  fifteen  millions  of  dollars  per 
aauB ;  &am  wUob  they  ought  to  be  relieved  as 
■Ma  aa  posdble,  and  mar  be  relieTCd  in  four  yean, 
hr  a  "  limely  "  and  "  jndiolous  "  application  of  the 
waai  wiihin  the  power  of  Congreas. 

'i.  That  an  abolition  of  duties,  to  the  amount  of 
tlw  ten  millioDa  of  dollars  now  annually  leiied  on 
■ecMnt  of  the  public  debt,  ought  to  be  made  as 
saoB  as  that  debt  is  paid,  and  mar  be  made,  accord- 
Bg  to  the  preaent  indications  of  the  rerenae,  with- 


out dimlnl^ing  tbe  protection  due  to  anj  branch 
of  domestic  manulkcturea,  and  with  toaiiifeat  ad- 
Tantage  to  the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  the 

"  S.  That  the  Committee  on  I^nance  be  directed 
to  prepare  and  bring  In  a  bill  to  carry  Into  effect 
tbe  objects  of  the  Snt  and  second  of  these  resolu- 

Mr,  Bbston  explained  their  nature  and 
jbject,  and  advocated  their  adoption,  in  a 
speech  of  ahoat  two  bonrs,  in  which  he  enter- 
ed very  fidly  into  the  consideration  of  each 
resolution,  separately,  and  enforced  the  neoes- 
Nty  and  advantage  of  agreeing  to  them  all. 

The  first  resolution,  he  said,  related  to  the 
51h  section  of  the  Sinking  Fond  act  of  1817, 
and  proposed  an  amendment  to  it.  This  pro- 
posal implied  a  defect  in  tbe  section  as  It  now 
stood,  and  snch  was  the  fact  The  section,  in 
its  present  form,  confers  a  limited  authority 
opon  the  commissionerB  of  that  fund  to  make 
parchases  of  the  public  debt  at  certdn  fixed 
rates,  tbe  tbre«  per  cents  »t  65  per  cent,  and 
other  stocks  at  par ;  the  amendment  woold  give 
a  discretionary  authority  to  the  commissioners 
to  moke  pnrohases  of  the  same  debt  at  its 
current  market  price,  whenever,  in  their  opinion, 
such  purchases  could  be  made  beneficially  for 
the  public  interest,  and  without  prdudice  to 
existing  engagements.  The  evil,  or  mischief  of 
the  section,  as  it  now  stood,  was,  that  the 
three  per  cent,  stock  (about  18^  millions)  conld 
never  be  paid  off;  and  that  abont  eight  millions 
of  other  stocks,  for  the  payment  of  which  the 
money  would  be  lying  in  the  Treasory  in 
1831-'8a,  could  not  be  paid  off  nntil  1834-'8B. 
Mr.  B.  verified  these  statements  by  refereuces 
to  laws  and  facts,  and  took  it  upon  himself  to 
affirm,  that  there  was  no  way  to  prevent  an 
accnmidaUon  of  near  twenty  millions  of  dollars 
in  the  Treasury,  in  the  years  1682-'83,  to  Ka 
there  idle,  or  what  was  still  worse,  to  be 
diverted  to  some    subordinate    ol^ect,  while 

Sublio  debt  to  that  omonnt  was  unpud  and 
rawing  interest,  but  to  make  tbe  amendment 


was  too  obvious  to  be  insisted  npon.  Another 
advantage  wonld  be  in  reducing  the  price  of 
the  three  per  cent  stock  to  something  nearer 
the  true  value  of  money  than  what  it  now 
bore. 

The  act  of  1817  fixed  the  value  of  thb  stock 
at  85  per  cent.,  which  seems  high  enon^  for 
stock  worth  but  S  per  cent ;  but  it  now  ranges 
at  from  80  to  85,  with  no  prospect  of  foiling, 
while  it  preserves  the  character  of  pen>etnity 
which  it  now  has.  This  character  is  abhorrent 
to  American  notions  of  public  debt,  but  it  is  a 
fiivorite  with  money  lenderfi  and  stock  dealers, 
and  while  it  continues,  the  price  of  the  stock 
will  continue  out  of  all  fur  proportion  to  the 
interest  and  common  uses  of  money.  Destroy 
this  character  of  perpetuity,  by  adopting  the 
amendment,  and  this  stock  wQl  immediately 
fiiU,  if  not  to  65,  at  least  to  something  con- 
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sidersblj  belov  85;    and  &  portaon  of  the 

finblic  debt,  which  to  now  counted  at  IH  i°U- 
louk,  bat  which  can  be  pnrchased  in  market  for 
about  11  millions,  will  nU  to  abont  9  millions, 
and  BAYB  to  the  pablic  the  difference  between 
that  Bom  and  eleven  millions,  Ifr.  B.  conld  see 
no  pOHsible  objection  to  an  amendment  fraught 
viui  such  manifest  advantage,  except  in  the 
appreheneion  that  the  Oommisaioners  of  the 
Sinking  Fnnd  conld  not  be  safely  trusted  with 
the  discretionarr  power  which  it  gives  thera. 
This  he  considered  as  amoonting  to  no  objec- 
tion at  all.  The  discretion  was  bat  little,  and 
it  was  to  be  vested  in  a  board  of  emment 
men. 

It  was  a  discretion  to  purchase,  or  not  to 
purchase,  abont  twenty  millions  of  debt,  at  the 
cnrren^  market  price.  It  was  a  discretion  to 
apply  some  public  money  to  the  payment  of 
the  pnblio  debt,  rather  than  to  let  the  money 
lie  idle,  or  be  wasted,  and  the  debt  mn  on, 
carrying  interest  TMb,  he  thought,  vested  but 
little  discretion,  and  snch  as  might  be  trusted, 
without  danger,  to  our  Oommlssioners.  Who 
were  these  Commissioners  I  Uen  of  the  first 
distincljon  and  obliged  to  be  of  the  first  dis- 
tinction, of  any  in  the  Union.  They  were 
Commisrioners  hj  virtne  of  their  ofBces,  and 
these  offices  among  the  highest  in  the  country 
— the  Vice  President  of  the  United  States,  the 
Chief  Justice  of  the  Bnpreme  Court,  the  Secre- 
tory of  the  Treasury,  and  the  Attorney-Gene- 
ral. A  discretion  to  purchase  the  public  debt  at 
its  market  price  has  always  belonged  to  the 
Commissioners  of  the  British  Sinking  Fund, 
and  has  never  been  abused  br  them.  They 
have  eiercieed  it  for  a  hnnared  years,  and 
over  a  debt,  growing  np  in  that  time,  from  abont 
the  present  size  of  our  own,  to  above  four 
thousand  millions  of  dollars ;  and  if  this  power 
conld  be  exercised  by  them  so  long,  and  over 
an  amount  of  debt  so  vast,  and  still  without 
abuse,  con  it  be  serionsly  apprehended  that 
there  is  danger  in  tmsting  the  like  power  to 
our  Commissioners  for  the  four  bnef  years 
which  the  debt  has  to  las^  and  over  the  litUe 
remnant  of  it  to  which  their  power  would  he 
applicable  ? 

Hr.  B.  then  took  np  his  second  resolution, 
which  proposes  to  repeal  the  fourth  section  of 
the  Binking  Fond  Act  of  1618,  and  to  revive 
the  first  section  of  the  Sinking  Fond  Act  of 
1T90.  He  stated  the  defect  of  the  act  of  1B17 
to  be  in  the  anthority,  as  it  had  been  construed 
at  the  Treasury,  to  ret^n  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars over  and  above  the  nnapplied  balances  of 
appropriations  on  hand ;  and  the  virtue  of  the 
act  of  1790,  in  directing  all  the  surplaa  money 
on  hand,  over  and  above  the  appropriations,  bo 
be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
The  advantage  of  tiie  section  to  be  revived 
over  the  one  to  be  repealed,  was  dear  and  in- 
dispntable.  The  argument  was  contained  in 
the  statiDg  of  the  proposition,  and  the  resolu- 
tion would  have  seemed  to  be  free  fWim  tiia 
possibility  of  ol^ectioD,  if  it  had  not  been  ob- 
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Jected  to  when  he  oSbred  it  at  the  last  h»oii. 
The  objection  then  made  was  fonnded  upcm  lbs 
supposed  necessity  of  keening  a  reserve  of  tvo 
LuUons  on  hand  tomeettiie  deficiencies  of  r«r- 
lue  which  might  arise  f^om  disasters  to  tha 
>mmeroe  from  which  it  was  derived.  Thii 
objection  is  pUusible,  and  respectably  snnpan- 
ed ;  bnt  it  is  nnfounded  and  unsolid,  ana  vsn- 
ishes  npon  examination.  In  the  Snt  place, 
there  is  no  necessity  for  this  reserve  <m  two 
millions,  because  there  is  always  on  noa^f  lied 
balance  of  several  millions  in  the  TrMsnrj. 
These  balances  are  seldom  less  than  three,  often 
as  high  as  six  milUons.  They  were  stated,  is 
the  last  Troaaury  Report,  at  ^,120,000,  on  the 
firat  day  of  the  present  year.  These  bsUnut 
result  from  the  nature  of  dally  receipts  uA 
daily  expenditures,  the  receipts  always  preced- 
ing the  expenditures,  by  some  months.  They 
keep  several  millions  perpetually  on  hied; 
then  why  anthorize  a  retention  <^  two  nullione 
more  I  The  Secretary  of  the  Troasnry  says  it 
has  not  been  retuned.  I  answer,  this  proTcs 
that  there  is  no  necessity  for  sn  authoritjt« 
retain  it.  lie  says,  the  anthority  is  discretJoo- 
ary.  I  answer,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the 
discretion ;  that  it  is  an  anthority  whicb  c&n- 
not  be  naod  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  aai 
may  he  nsed  to  their  pr^udice.  An  sntboritf 
to  retain  two  millions  of  surplus  money  in  tb« 
Treasury,  is  an  anthority  to  make  a  gretuleiD 
loan  of  it  to  the  bank  which  has  the  keeping  of 
it,  and  where  it  may  be  used  in  creating  as  in- 
terest In  elections,  or  at  th«  renewal  of  a  clisr- 
tcr  adverse  to  the  interests  of  the  people,  is 
a  precaution  against  deficiencies  of  rercinw 
occasioned  by  disasters  to  commerce,  the  objec- 
tion is  authoritatively  condemned  by  the  voice 
of  experience,  and  the  history  of  cor  offn 
count^  for  seven  and  twenty  years.  Tliese 
twenty-seven  years  cover  a  period  of  uneism- 
pled  disasters  to  commerce — from  1780  to  1617; 
during  which  the  act  of  1790  was  in  fbice,  um 
that  of  181T,  with  its  precautionary  reservs, 
was  unheard  of;  and  during  which  then  «si 
n*  complunt  for  want  of  these  two  iiilUios*- 
These  twenty-seven  years  covered  the  penod 
of  the  mad  attacks  of  the  French  revofuiion- 
ary  Govemmeots  on  oommeroo ;  the  period  of 
the  British  Orders  in  Council;  of  theraiooM 
decrees  of  Berlin  and  Uilan ;  the  period  of  ou 
own  embargo,  and  of  onr  war  with  Englsnd. 
Such  a  period  of  commercial  disaster  can  never 
be  expected  again ;  yet  we  went  throopi  it 
without  this  precautionary  reserve,  and  '*^ 
certainly  make  out  in  future  without  it  The 
fact  is,  the  constmction  at  the  Treasorj  is 
erroneous ;  instead  of  auOioriziiw  a  reteotiM 
of  two  millions  ottr  ani  iiiow  the  nn^piis" 
balances,  it  was  intended  to  limit  tiie  money 
kept  to  meet  these  balances  to  two  millions  ol 
dollars.  . 

The  third  resolution  was  next  taken  np  jy 
Mr.  B.  and  read  by  him.  It  imported  that  the 
Bank  of  the  United  SUtes  ooght  to  mske  com- 
pensation to  the  peoi^e  of  the  United  Staler 
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tit  Dm  use  of  the  balaooes  of  public  mone^  on 
ti  ItuMb,  Before  entering  upon  the  consider- 
ttioa  of  the  m^  qnestion  presented  in  thia 
Kwhitioo,  ICr.  B.  said  there  irera  two  prelimi- 
l«7  mqniriM  Dccttearj  to  be  answered  nune- 
fy,  fatt,  whether,  in  point  of  fact,  there  were 
Uj  neh  twlances  in  the  Bsnk,  and  ueondly, 
Whether,  is  p<nnt  of  l&w,  the  people  of  the 
tmted  StAt«a  hare  &  right  to  require  compen- 
Uiim  from  the  Bank  for  the  ose  of  tbemt 
Vi.  B.  hdd  the  affimutiTe  of  both  these  inqni- 
riia,  and  woold  prore  hia  answer  .to  the  first 
of  than,  bj  referring  to  the  Treasncr  report  of 
the  last  aeason,  made  on  hia  own  call,  ahowing 
■n  sTcrage  annnal  amoont  of  pnblio  mone;  in 
Ihe  hands  of  the  Bonk,  from  1817  to  the  date 
rf  the  report,  of  $3,664,70^  ^0 ;  ^^  1>«  wonld 
prove  lua  answer  to  the  aecond  of  them  b^ 
rea^ng,  aa  lie  did  read,  Ihe  Iflth  section  of  the 
ftank  chaittr,  the  first  clause  of  which  directed 
the  Secretarj  of  the  Treaanc?  to  make  depomta 
of  the  pablie  monej  in  thu  Bank ;  and  the 
Kcood  aothorized  him  to  remott  than  at  any 
line  tiat  ht  thfOugkt  proper.  This  was  deci- 
ive.  The  rieht  to  remove  the  deposits  at 
tleaaore,  inclnded  the  right  to  make  terms  for 
lettmg  them  remain;  imd  this  was  precisely 
(hat  the  resolntion  proposed  to  do, 

Xr.  &  then  spoke  at  considerable  length  m 
[itDT  <iS  the  fairQeas,  the  equit;,  and  the  rea- 
Knableoees  of  his  proposition ;  and  rested  the 
pablia  dvm  for  the  compensation  he  required, 
«a  ^e  following  prominent  facts  and  powerfnl 
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1.  That  these  balances  in  Bank  were  great, 
bung  an  innnal  average  amonnt  of  above  three 
'  - '  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 


%  That  thev  were  permaiient,  having  re- 
mained in  Book  twelve  years,  and  likely  to  re- 
main tbere  Uie  dght  years  longer  wMch  the 


diartcrfaad  to 

1.  That  they  were  virtnaQy  Bank  capital 
and  available,  as  EOcb,  for  loans  or  issues  of 
iMtea. 

A.  That  they  reqnired  no  idl«  retene  of  gold 
uA  nlver  to  be  kept  in  Bank  to  meet  them, 
being  themselves  payable  in  the  notes  of  the 
Bank,  though  deposited  in  gold  and  silver. 

L  That  the  profit  to  the  Bank  from  their 
<w  nnut  hare  be«i  great,  and  may  have  been 
tqoal  to  the  highest  rate  of  Bank  interest  upon 
ue  greatest  amonnt  of  notes  issuable  npon  a 
OinUl  of  three  and  a  half  millions  of  dollars. 

«.  That  the  Iom  to  the  people  of  the  United 
6ut«s,  while  paying  interest  on  the  public 
debt,  and  receivins  no  interest  for  the  nse  of 
>h*e  balanoea  in  Bank,  has  been  nx  per  cent. 
t«  mnnm,  for  twelve  years,  on  $8,SG4,7G6  CO, 
ud  may  be  at  the  same  rate  fbr  eight  years 
nore,  if  this  reaolntion  is  not  adopte£ 

rpca  these  gre«t  facts  and  considerations, 
Kr.  B.  rested  his  argtmtent  of  reason,  jus- 
tice, and  eqni^.  Bnt  he  had  another  argn- 
neat  of  anthorilT.  example,  and  precedent; 
ud  is  tfaia  kind  of  argument  always  had  the 
emM  wei^  ^ainat  the  righta  and  libertiee 


of  the  people,  he  would  now  tir  the  virtne  of 
one  in  favor  of  the  people.  He  allnded  to 
what  had  been  done  in  England,  where  the 
Bank,  alter  baffling  Mr.  Burke  for  twenty 
years,  was  at  last  broaght  to  terms  by  Mr.  Ktt, 
and  compelled  to  make  compensation  for  the 
nse  of  the  Government  deposits. 

For  the  aake  of  accuracy  in  hia  atatemenis, 
Mr.  B,  now  had  recourse  to  his  books,  and  took 
np  some  volames  of  British  Parliamentary  de- 
bates, and  read  extracts  from  a  report  of  the 
Finance  Committee  of  the  Honse  of  Oommons, 
on  the  subject  of  Government  balances  in  the 
Bank  of  Fnglond ;  also  extracts  from  the  cor- 
respondence of  the  Chancellor  of  the  Ex- 
chequer and  the  Governor  of  the  Bank,  in  re- 
lation to  these  balances ;  also  extracts  &om  a 
debate  in  the  House  of  Commons,  upon  the 
rati6cBtioD  of  the  arrangement  to  which  that 
correspondence  led.  From  these  extracts  it 
appeared  that  the  committee  of  the  House  as- 
cert^ned  that  the  average  annnal  amount  of 
Government  balances  in  the  hands  of  the  Bank, 
was  about  ten  millions  sterling ;  that  the  Bank 
derived  great  profit  firom  them ;  and  the  com- 
mittee held  it  to  be  right  and  reasonable  that 
some  part  of  these  profits  ouEht  to  go  to  the 
public,  to  whom  the  capital  belongeo,  whidi 
produced  them.  The  House  of  Commons  was 
of  the  some  opinion ;  the  Chancellor  of  the 
Exchequer  also ;  and  of  the  terms  offered  by 
the  Bank,  either  to  pay  about  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars  annually  for  the  use 
of  these  balances,  or  to  make  a  loan  of  about 
fifteen  millions  of  dollars  without  interest,  the 
latter  was  accepted  by  the  Chancellor,  and 
finally  ratified  by  Parliament,  after  a  debate,  in 
which  the  sole  point  was  the  inadequacy  of  the 
compensation.  Mr.  B.  admitted  that  tbere  was 
discouragement,  as  well  as  encouragement  for 
him  in  thia  example.  He  was  discouraged  by 
seeing  that  Mr.  Burke  was  baffled  for  twenty 
years,  and  died  before  the  Bank  was  brought 
to  terms ;  bnt  he  was  encouraged  by  seems 
that  she  was  broneht  to  terms  at  last,  though 
it  took  a  Ohoncellor  of  the  Eichcqner  and 
Prime  Minister  of  England — a  Pitt,  and  the  son 
of  a  Rtt— to  bring  her  to. 

Mr.  B.  took  up  his  fourtli  resolution,  and 
read  it ;  "  That  a  public  debt  te  a  public  bnr- 
then;  that  the  present  debt  of  the  United 
States  is  a  burthen  upon  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  fif- 
teen millioDB  of  dollars  per  annum  |  that  the 
people  ought  to  be  relieved  from  this  burthen 
as  soon  as  possible,  and  miEht  be  relieved  from 
it  in  fbur  years,  by  a  timely  and  judiamu  ap- 
plication of  the  means  in  the  power  of  Con- 
He  would  not  waste  time  npon  the  genera] 
proposition  with  wtiidi  tbe  resolntioD  set  ont, 
although  he  knew  there  were  many  who  dis- 
pnted  that  proposition ;  he  would  go  to  tlie 
clause  which  asserted  the  amiual  amonnt  of 
bnrthen  which  this  debt  imposed  upon  the 
people  to  exceed  fifteen  milliona  of  dollars^  and 
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prove  it  bj  •  atat«ment  u  brief  aa  it  would 
pluD  SDd  ioteUigible.  Tlie  ammal  unonot 
paid  ou  ttie  debt  for  tlie  het  four  years  btbt- 
Bged  about  twelve  miUiooB  of  dollars,  and  be 
boped  tbat  the  pajments  for  tbe  next  foor 
woold  rather  exceed  tban  fall  abort  of  tbe  aanie 
average.  Tbie  would  be  admitted  to  be  a  bur- 
then to  tbe  amoont  of  twelve  milliooB  per  an- 
nam,  b;  ail  who  admitted  that  taxes  were  bor- 
tbena,  Iq  tbe  neit  pUoe,  these  twelve  milliona 
were  levied  npoii  tae  oonsumption  of  foreign 
goods,  tbe  averaged  dutj  on  which  was 
Hflj  per  cent,  opon  which  fiitj  the  rettui 
chant  had  his  profit,  aa  wdl  as  upon  tbe  coat  of 
the  article.  It  was  all  cost  to  him.  This  profit 
might  average  83^  per  cent.,  especiallv  where 
tbe  article  went  Ibroogb  the  bands  of  several 
sellers.  This  advance  on  twelve  railiiona  would 
be  foar  milliona,  which,  together,  made  sixteen 
millions,  and  sustains  the  words  of  tbe  resolu- 
tion. But  this  is  not  alb  A  farther  expense 
attends  the  collection  of  these  duties,  to  the 
amount  of  about  nine  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annmn  more,  in  salaries,  fees,  and  com- 
miasiooB  to  tbe  revenue  officers.  This  also 
comes  out  of  tbe  pockets  of  tbe  people,  and 
contributes  to  swell  hi  above  the  stat«ment  in 
tbe  resolution,  the  annual  burthen  which  the 
people  bear  on  account  of  the  publio  debt 

That  this  debt  can  be  paid  off  in  four  years 
by  a  "  timelj/  "  and  "judieiovt "  application  of 
the  moans  in  the  power  of  Oongress,  was  a 
proposition  susceptible  of  tbe  clearest  demon- 
stration. Its  nominal  amount  was  fiftf-eigbt 
millions,  its  real  amount  about  forty-nine  mil- 
lions, aiier  deducting  seven  millions  for  stock 
in  tbe  United  States  Bank,  and  two  millions 
more  for  the  difference  between  the  nominal 
amount,  and  tbe  market  price  of  the  8  per 
cent,  stock.  The  adoption  of  tbe  first  resolu- 
tion offered  by  Mr.  B.  would  probably  sink  tbe 
market  price  of  this  stock  one  or  two  millions 
lower  by  destroying  its  character  of  perpetu- 
ity, and  then  tbe  actnal  debt  would  be  but 
for^-seven  milliona.  Bat,  even  at  fort^-thr^ 
millions,  it  con  be  pud  off  in  four  years,  by 
applying  the  twelve  millions  which  will  go 
to  the  principal  and  interest,  to  tbe  principal 
alone,  and  raising  the  interest  from  accelerated 
aalea  of  the  public  lands.  This  was  what  was 
intended  by  a  "  timely"  and  "judieiout "  ap- 
plication ctf  the  means  in  the  power  of  Con- 
greas ;  words  which  were  borrowed  fi-om  the 
Bist  Meeaage  of  President  Washington  to  Con- 
greaa,  and  enforced  by  the  first  and  ablest  of 
all  the  Becretariea  of  the  Treasury,  but  which 
had  never  yet  been  acted  upon  by  Congress. 
At  this  part  of  bis  argument  Mr.  B.  took  the 
following  bold  positions : 

1.  That  one  hondred  milliona  of  acres  of 
land  aold,  near  forty  years  ago^  at  an  average 
of  twenty  cents  per  acre,  aa  recommended  by 
Genera]  Ilamiltou,  would  have  been  worth  six- 
ty milliona  of  dollars  to  the  people,  by  extin- 
guishing twenty  milliona  of  debt,  and  atopping 
me  p^ment  of  for^  millions  in  interest. 


S.  That  all  the  land  sold  bv  tbe  Federal  Gov- 
ermnent  boa  not  been  worth  one  cent  to  the 
people,  the  amonnt  received  from  sales  beiog 
swallowed  np_  In  expenses,  or  lost  in  inttretl 
upon  the  capital  of  land  unsold,  while  paying 
interest  upon  the  capital  of  the  debt  unnud. 

S.  That  the  aale  of  the  eighty  millions  of 
land  to  which  his  graduation  bill  was  applica- 
ble, would  raise,  at  an  average  of  twenty-five 
cents  per  acre,  twenty  millions  of  doUara  in 
four  years,  tbe  one-half  of  which  would  pay 
the  interest  on  the  public  debt,  and  the  otiier 
half  would  give  to  all  tbe  neglected  States  their 


provement. 

Ur.  B.'s  fifth  resolution  related  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  duties,  and  imported  that  duties  to  the 
amount  of  the  ten  millions  of  dollars  now  id- 
nnally  levied  on  account  of  the  public  debt, 
ought  to  be  abolished  as  soon  as  that  debt  wu 
paid,  and  might  be  abolished,  according  to  the 
present  indications  of  the  revenue,  without  di- 
minbhing  tbe  protection  due  to  any  branch  of 
domestic  industry,  and  with  great  advantage  to 
the  agriculture  and  commerce  of  tbe  conntry. 

Mr,  B,  went  on  to  say,  that  thia  resolution 
presented  a  grett  question  to  the  consideration 
of  tbe  Senate  and  American  people.  It  was* 
question  in  the  decision  of  which,  above  all 
others,  the  vote  of  the  Representative  ought  to 
be  governed  by  the  will  oi  the  constitnent.  It 
was  a  question  to  the  consideration  of  which 
the  attention  of  the  people  ought  to  be  woiied 
up,  and  worked  up  in  time  to  know  what  their 
Represeotativea  were  aboot,  before  a  final  d«- 
cision  might  be  made  to  their  pr^ndice.  With 
thia  view,  be  had  brought  forward  the  question 
at  the  last  session  of  Congress ;  with  this  view 
he  brought  it  forward  now ;  and  for  tbe  sains 
purpose  he  should  bring  it  forward  at  the  next 
season,  if  his  resolution  was  not  adopted  st 
the  present  one. 

Toe  firat  clause  of  tbe  resolution  asserts  that 
duties  ought  to  be  abolished  to  tbe  amount  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  the  instant  tbe  public 
debt  is  paid  off.  I  know  there  are  many  who 
think  differently,  who  are  of  opinion  that  the 
duties  ought  to  tie  kept  up,  and  the  amount  ex- 
pended by  Congress  in  works  of  internal  im- 
provement ;  but  my  mind  is  clear  and  decisive 
m  favor  of  the  abolition.  There  will  be 
enough  for  internal  improvement  without  these 
ten  millions,  which  now  so,  not  to  that  object, 
but  to  the  publio  debt.  I  am  for  the  abolition, 
because  I  am  opposed  to  all  taxation  not  re- 
quired for  tiie  necessary  support  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. I  am  against  raising  money  by  taxes, 
either  for  accumulation  in  the  vaults  of  the 
Treasury,  or  for  repartition  among  the  people. 
What  is  attempted  to  be  kept  in  the  Treasury 
would  be  wasted ;  a  partition  could  never  be 
&irly  made ;  a  m^onty  of  the  payers  would 
never  get  back  their  own.  The  pockets  of  tbe 
people  are  the  best  traasuriee  which  the  Gov- 
ernment can  have  fbr  its  spare  revmoes.   They 
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m  th*  aafMt ;  for  ereiy  citizen  is  the  Iceeper 
«f  hia  owD.  Hmj  are  the  cheapest,  for  these 
bcpcn  hiare  no  salaries;  they  are  the  most 
bcHfiual,  for  thej  are  the  aiAj  treasaries  of 
whkh  th«  keeper  maj  always  qm  the  oontents 
vithoot  blame,  and  with  profit  to  himself  and 
Uw  ci)iiitr]r. 

1  sm  for  the  aboUtioD,  because  the  snm  Is 
put  in  itself  and  rused  at  stjil  greater  ex- 

re  to  the  people.  The  levy  of  ten  millians 
the  GoTenunent  cost  apwards  of  fifteen 
imllioiii  to  the  people.  It  is  a  mistake  of  the 
pRtMit  dsj,  fininded  upon  what  Was  fact  thirty 
jfan  ago,  to  aappose  tliat  taxation  by  duties  is 
the  «lieap|Mt  way  of  loTjing  laoaej  from  the 
people.  This  was  tme  when  the  average  da- 
tics  wen  aeren  and  &  half  per  cent,  and  when 
the  additicm  of  that  amoont  to  the  vsloe  of  the 
sitick  mikde  no  senmble  addition  to  its  cost. 
Bat  aU  ^a  is  now  changed.  The  aventge  dn- 
tiee  are  DOw  50  per  cent.,  and  this  adds  one- 
half  to  the  ooat  of  the  article ;  the  merchant's 
proflt  i>  thirty-tbree  and  a  third  per  cent,  on 
this  da^  of  SO,  and  that  adds  a  third  more  to 
it.  Feea,  Hlariea,  and  coramiBsiona,  are  then 
pnd  beaidea  to  the  ravenne  officers  to  the  an- 
nul amount  of  near  nine  hundred  thonsand 
ddlars  mote.  The  efibct  of  all  these  per  cents, 
feea,  and  salariea,  is,  that  it  now  coets  the  peo- 
ple neailr  two  dolun  to  raiw  one  dollar  for 
iJm  Government,  and  this  load  is  increased 
npoffl  eooM,  bj  the  fact  that  smugglers,  and 
dealen  wttb  amogglers,  paj  nothing.  A  IcTy 
of  twdTe  nuUiona  fva  the  pnbiio  debt,  now  oc- 
*  a  le*T  of  more  than  fifteen,  and  nearlj 


rsTenne  raiaed,  exceeded  in  no  conntiT-  npon 
e«rth  bat  in  England,  and  from  which  uie  peo- 
ple, in  the  langoage  of  the  resolution,  ought  to 
be  reliered  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  am  for  the  abolition,  because  the  wielding 
of  ten  laillioiis  of  surplus  revenne  would  dan- 
gcroQdj'  iaereaee  the  patronage  of  the  Federal 
Uorenment.  This  sum  is  now  mortgaged  to 
the  p^ment  of  the  pnbiio  debt,  and  its  apnli- 
catioa  to  that  otijeot  being  fixed  and  regnlar, 
ioTolTea  the  exercise  of  bat  little  patronage. 
ReUaaed  from  that  mortgage,  it  wonld  be  ap- 
plicable to  innnraerable  objects,  and  eubtect  to 
the  annoal  appropriation  by  Ooogress.  Its  di»- 
tribntioD  wonld  attract  ^1  eyes,  and  excite 
oniTmal  copidit3r.  It  would  draw  deputations 
from  dties,  towns,  end  villagea,  from  coropa- 
tuea  aod  corporations,  from  ooonties,  States, 
and  diatricU,  to  the  foet  of  the  Federal  Got- 
crameot,  all  damoroos  for  their  share  of  the 
^Kiil,  or  neRlacting  titeir  own  bniinesa  to  obtain 
it,  and  aU  Mcominf;  less  independent  in  pro- 
iMtiaa  » tfa^  received  it— like  the  degenerate 
Boraaita,  who  ceased  to  be  free  when  they  be- 
gaa  to  look  to  tbe  pnbUo  granaries,  instead  of 
tbeir  own  oribs,  tor  a  supply  of  com. 

I  am  tor  the  abolition,  because  an  annual 
Kcraabte  oa  the  floon  of  Oongreas  for  ten  mil- 
lioD*  d  dollar^  wonld  fill  our  halls  with  bar- 


mins,  combinations,  intrigue,  and  oormptioD. 
The  effect  would  be  ineritable.  Help  my  State 
to  half  a  million,  and  I  will  help  jronre  to  an- 
other half.  A  m^ority  of  the  members  might 
meet  beforehand,  and  divide  the  whole  among 
their  own  Btates.  They  might  do  worse. 
They  might  insert  ^tpropriations  for  roads  and 
canals,  in  States  whose  Keprescntativea  denied 
the  coDBtitntiooality  of  sach  appropriations, 
and  thus  eabject  them  to  the  censore  of  their 
constitnents,  for  not  taking  a  share  while  it 
was  going.  In  this  way,  the  delegation  of  a^ 
Btate  might  be  rendered  obnozions  to  their' 
constituents,  and  broken  down  at  home  by  a 
manteuvre  here.  Is  this  fancy,  or  is  it  &ctt 
exclaimed  Mr.  B.  It  is  fact  and  ttie  history  of 
onr  legislation  proves  it.  Within  the  last  three 
years  the  manoeuvre  was  tried.     A  bill  came 


iqjority  of  the  States,  inclnaing  some  whose 
del^ations  could  not  vote  for  snch  otjeots. 
The  bill  paraed  throngh  this  chamber,  and  be- 
came a  Jaw ;  but  the  dengn  ag^nst  the  mem- 
bers f^ed.  A  kindly  feelmg  prevuled.  Tbe 
yeas  and  nays  were  not  called.  The  bill  went 
throngh  withont  noise,  and  the  obnoxiona 
voters  were  not  pointed  out  to  their  conetita- 
enta.  This  may  do  attempted  again,  npon  a 
greater  scale,  and  with  a  more  determined  in- 
tent, if  ten  millions  are  to  be  annnally  divided 
out 

I  am  for  tbe  abolition,  because  the  annnal 
division  of  ten  millions  of  dollars  wonld  fill 
this  Union  with  discord  and  violence.  The 
division  of  money  and  property  is  the  fruitful 
source  of  discord  thronghont  the  world.  It  is 
the  bane  of  partnerships,  the  rock  on  which 
the  peace  of  funilies  is  split,  and  the  signal  for 
strife  and  contention  amongst  confederates  and 
conquerors.    Bo  sung  the  poet  of  nature : 

. "Friends  now  fwt  sworn. 

Whose  double  bosoms  seem  but  one  heart  to  bear, 
Who  twine,  u  'twere,  In  love  ioBeparable, 
Stiall,  wltbln  this  bonr,  upon  dissension  of  a  doit, 
Break  out  to  bitterest  enmity." 

Yes,  break  out  to  bitterest  enmity  npon  dis- 
senrion  of  a  farthing !  With  how  much  great- 
er bitterness,  then,  when  the  dlssennon  is  for 
millions,  when  the  parties  are  whole  communi- 
ties, their  passions  inflamed  by  association,  no 
common  saperior  to  decide  lietween  them,  an 
indiridnal  shame  lost  in  the  mass  of  undistin- 
guished multitudes  I  The  last  thing  that  any 
mend  to  the  peace,  the  harmony,  the  stability 
of  the  Union,  would  wish  to  see,  wonld  be  an 
annnal  scramble  on  the  fioor  of  Congress  for 
ten  millions  of  dollars.  We  sbaU  have  heart- 
bnminga  enongh  in  distributing  the  two  or 
three  millions  of  surplus  revenne  which  will 
remain  withont  these  t«n  million^  and  in 
scrambling  for  the  coontless  millions  of  the 
public  land. 

I  am  for  the  abolition,  because  it  will  be  the 
means  of  restoring  the  harmony  of  this  Unl(Hi, 
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now  greBtlj'  impaired  bj  a  tariff,  which  dta 
bard  upon  Uie  navigating  and  planting  interests 
of  the  covntry.  An  abolition  of  ten  millionB 
of  dnties  wiU  relieve  these  interests,  witiiout 
inuring  an;  other;  and  tiina  on  angiy  qnea- 
tion  wul  drop  from  our  discuBgiona,  and  every 
clond  of  disoontent  will  vanish  &am  our  hor- 
izon. 

The  last  branch  of  this  resolution  declaros, 
that  tiiis  abolition  may  be  made,  according  to 

S resent  indications  of  the  revenue,  withont 
etriment  to  domefitio  indnatrj,  and  with  great 
'advantage  to  agriculture  and  commerce.  On 
this  point  my  remarks  will  be  few  and  brief. 
They  are  abridged,  and  almost  a^erseded  by 
the  labora  of  the  last  session.  Thia  subject, 
upon  a  resolation  of  my  own,  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  of  finance  twelve  months  ago. 
That  committee  reported  a  list  of  thirty-two 
articles,  estimated  to  yield  a  revenne  of  seven 
and  a  quarter  millions,  on  which  the  duties 
might  be  repealed  withont  iiynry  to  domestic 
indnatry ;  seven  other  articles,  whose  prodnct 
could  not  be  then  ascertuced,  and  six  more  on 
which  the  drawback  for  the  last  year  exceeded 
the  revenue,  bnt  which,  in  a  nm  of  several 
years,  yield  a  considerable  snm.  This  makes 
fbrty-five  article^  and  to  these  I  think  about  fif- 
teen more  might  bo  added.  But  I  omit  these  fif- 
teen. I  take  the  forty-five  *  reported  by  the 
committee,  and  say  that  they  will  yield  the  ten 
millions  ia  four  years  fhim  this  time.  They 
yield  s  million  ani  a  half  more  now  than  was 
estimated  by  the  committee.  Three  of  them 
alone  exceed  that  estimate  by  eight  hundred  and 
tliirty  thonsand  dollars.  But  thia  ia  a  detdl, 
and  a  subordinate  inquiry.  If  we  agree  in  the 
great  principle  of  almlition,  there  will  be  no 
balk  aboDt  a  few  articles^or  a  few  thousands  of 
dollars  more  or  less.  The  benefit  to  agricul- 
ture and  commerce  would  be  great  and  imme- 
diate from  thia  abolition.  Free  trade  is  their 
delight  and  element,  and  this  abolition  of  du- 
ties would  set  the  half  of  our  trade  free,  A 
few  examples  will  iEustrate  its  benefit.  We 
have  a  growing  trade  with  France,  of  which 
the  chief  articles  _  on  onr  part  are  cotton  and 
tobacco;  on  her  part,  Klka  and  wines.  She 
took  from  na  last  year  seventy  millions  of 
pounds  of  cotton,  and  thirty  thonsand  hogs- 
heads of  tobacco.  An  abolition  of  duties  on 
silks  and  wines  will  increase  onr  purchases  of 
those  articles,  and  her  purchases  of  onr  oothm 
and  tobacco,  and  require  a  great  increase  of 
ships  for  their  transportation.  The  some  of 
the  Vest  India  trade.  We  have  a  great  trade 
with  these  islands  the  chief  artide's  on  our 
part,  bee^  pork,  flour,  com,  com  meal,  whis- 
key, bacon,  and  lumber ;  and  hers,  coffee  and 
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•  Bmlt,  eoUte,  tttt,  llnem,  wIbm,  tint,  MOO*,  (Iraonda,  ear- 
TUtj,  pnuwot  aga,  nUlni,  nun,  doTet,  DDtnHgi,  djuumoD, 
«bmU,  n«pp«r.  plizHnlo,  Inlitioi,  Bpuilui  brown,  octan,  euD- 
phsr,  CijfDiie  pspper,  glncer.  oliT*  all,  ollTrL  •lota,  corki, 

SileulJreT,  oplnm,  9prn,  ifotit^d  itiiRlB,  luauciu,  Wuafc 
othi.  i)iilUi,^luk  bottlti,  <lem|)<ihu,Uuud*»lgUtlaHs 
eunbcici,  1iwb<,  Cutuuat*  (hawla,  gtaic,  ribtwiu,  itnv 
nua-ud  CuIoBonM. 


millions  of  pounds  of  the  former,  and  ' 
lione  two  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  the  let- 
ter. Onr  duty  on  coffee  is  five  cents  a  pound, 
more  than  half  of  the  first  cost  of  the  article. 
Abolish  it,  end  we  ahall  take  donble  the  quan- 
tity of  coffee,  and  greaUy  increase  our  exports 
of  provisions  and  imports  of  epede. 

Ifr.  B.  had  now  finished  his  ezporition  trf 
the  reasons  and  policy  of  his  resolutions.  He 
had  spoken  to  them  all  at  once,  but  the^  conld 
be  discussed  separately,  on  the  motioa  of 
any  Senator ;  the  vote,  of  conrae,  would  be  on 
each  separate  resolution. 

Mi.  Suns,  of  Maryland,  moved  the  refer- 
ence of  the  first  resolation  to  the  Committee  of 
Finance,  He  said,  that  the  subject  was  ona 
that  required  mnch  consideration ;  that  be  h«d 
applied  some  of  his  leisure  hours  to  satisfy 
himself  on  the  aubiect;  that  he  had  not  yet 
perfected  his  iuquines.  So  far  as  be  had  gone 
nad  convinced  him  that  the  Senator  (Hr.  BcK- 
Toir)  was  mistaken.  If  referred  to  tite  com- 
mittee, the  aubiect  would  be  fully  investigated, 
and  he  believed  it  would  be  shown,  that  there 
would  be  of  debt,  (redeemable  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  Government,)  snfBdent,  with  the  inter- 
est annuslly  payable,  to  absorb  the  whole  of 
the  ten  miUiona  of  dollars  which  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Sinking  Fund  were  anthorixed 

Erincipal  a 
ad,  he  said,  completed  his  inquiry  for  the 
years  1829  and  1S80,  and  conld  state  that  there 
were  of  six  and  five  per  cent.,  redeemable  dur- 
ing tlkose  years,  a  sum  which,  with  the  interest 
accruing  for  those  years,  would  amount  to 
$22,878,689 ;  the  payment  to  be  made  for  those 
two  years,  agreeably  to  law,  was  twenty  mil- 
lions, which  would  leave  a  snrplns,  payable  i 

.  »,  ..._  -gg     g^  trusted,  he  said,  tha 

the  Senate,  that,  during  the 
years  1829  and  1830,  there  were  of  stocks  re- 
deemable, and  of  interest  payable,  an  amount 
amply  aufflcient  to  satisfy  iae  Com'  '    ' 


statement  respecting  the  years  1831  and  1: 
but  if  the  resolution  should  be  committed,  he 
hoped,  and  believed,  that  he  would  be  able  to 
show  that,  without  any  authority  to  pnrchaseL 
the  whole  or  nearly  the  whole  of  the  6,  6,  and 
H  per  cent,  debts,  (Bank  debt  excepted,)  might 
be  paid  off  in  1832. 

Ur.  S.  concluded  by  offering  the  following  as 
an  amendment  to  tbe  first  danse  of  the  reso- 
lution : 
Strike  out  the  first  dause,  and  insert — 
Retolvtd,  ThtX  the  Committee  od  finance  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expedieney  of  authoi^ 
iziug  the  Commisuoncra  of  the  Sinking  Pimd  t« 
purchase,  at  its  cuireDt  market  price,  the  public 
debt,  whenever,  in  their  opinion,  such  parchases 
can  b«  made  beneficially  for  the  Interests  of  the 
United  States,  and  condstenlly  with  existing  en- 
gagementa." 
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Qmrgia  aid  At  Umiltd  Suda. 


After  »  few  words  trom  Ifr.  Bkktoh,  bj 
nj  of  T^omder,  the  reeolntioiu  were  ordered 
to  lie  <ui  the  Uble. 


HoxiuT,  January  12. 
Prvtmt  of  tiu  LtffiilatuTt  of  Georgia  agairiit 
Oc  Tariff  Jet  of  1838. 
Hm  Chair  oommimioated  a  letter  from  the 
Govonor  of  the  State  of  Qeorgia,  transmitting 
the  fidlowiDg  Protest  of  the  L^ialatore  of  that 
State: 

"  STATE  OF  GEORGIA. 

EXXOUTITK  DxPAATKEirr, 

mOidgeeilU,  Dteemb«r  SOfA,  18S8. 
Gir  -.  The  ondosed  protest  is  transmitted  to 
7011,  to  be  Ivd  before  the  Senate  of  the  United 


Htm.  Jowa  0.  Oalboitii, 

Fks  Prendmt  of  the  United  State*:' 

"  Frots  ft  painfbl  coDTictioD  that  ■  muifestation 
of  the  poblic  >eiitiineiit,  in  the  most  impoaiiis  uid 
inivcBiTe  fbnn,  ia  called  for  by  the  preKot  aputed 
acate  of  the  Sonthem  section  of  the  Unioo,  the  Qea- 
■  iil  ill  iiililj  of  the  State  of  Georgia  have  deemed 
it  Ibeir  dntj  to  adopt  the  noTel  eipedieot  of  ad- 
^tsmag,  lo  the  name  of  the  Sute,  the  Beliate  of  the 
C<mfttm  of  the  United  Slates. 

**  In  her  MTereign  character,  the  State  of  0«or^ 
pnlcsls  aeaioM  the  act  of  the  lut  seniOD  of  Con- 
gicB,  entiled  '  An  act  in  alteration  of  the  Berenl 
•cti  imposng  daties  on  imports,'  as  deceptire  In 
its  tide,  fraodnlent  in  its  pretexts,  oppreasiTe  in  its 
Pisctions,  partial  and  unjust  ia  its  operations,  nn- 
*<i»titnlinna1  in  its  Tell-knowu  objects,  mioous  to 
cammeice  sad  agriculture — to  seaore  a  hateful  mo- 
nopolj  to  a  coiobination  of  Importunate  manufsc- 

■>Deiiun£iig  tlu  rq>eal  of  an  sat  which  has  al- 
ttadj  fistarbed  the  Union  and  endangered  the  pnb- 
fic  tnnqnillit;,  weakened  the  confidence  of  whole 
Biaies  in  the  Federal  Goiernment,  and  diminislied 
tk«  aSection  of  large  nusaea  of  the  people  to  the 
(JaiaD  itselfl  and  the  abindoament  of  the  degrading 
trMcB  wluch  considers  the  people  as  incapable  of 
vinl;  Arec^g  their  own  enterprise;  irhich  sets 
ip  the  serranti  of  the  people  in  Congress  as  the  ez- 
doBTe  judges  of  what  ponuits  are  most  adranta- 
geooB  mad  ioitable  for  those  by  whom  they  were 
ekcied,  the  8ul«  of  Georgia  eipects  that.  In  per- 
petoal  leatiioonf  thereof,  the  deliberate  and  solemn 
eipreMon  of  beropinioii  will  be  carefully  preserved 
SBODg  the  archires  of  tbe  Senate  ;  and  in  justifica- 
tioa  Mher  character  to  the  present  generation,  and 
U  poMeiity,  if,  unfortunately.  Congress,  disregard- 
i^  the  protest,  sod  continuing  Co  perrert  powers 
graated  fur  clcaiiy  defined  and  well-understood  pur. 
poan,  to  effeclnate  objects  oerer  intended  by  the 
gmt  parties  by  «hom  the  constitution  was  framed, 
to  be  eatmsted  to  tbe  controlling  guardianship  of 
the  Federal  GoTemment,  should  render  necessary 
measuTM  of  a  dedsire  character,  for  the  protection 
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of  die  people  of  tbe  State,  and  the  Tindication  of 
the  ConstitnUon  of  the  United  States. 
IRBT  HUDSON, 
Sptaker  of  the  Hmiu  of  RepretaUaiimt. 

THOMAS  STOCKS, 

Praident  of  tht  Senatt. 
JOHN  rOBSYTH,  Oovenor." 
Mr.  Bebbizh  said,  that  tbe  anmrndation 
made  from  the  Ohair,  imposed  a  duty  on  his 
oolleagne  and  himself  which,  with  hia  assent, 
he  would  perform,  by  giving  a  direction,  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Senate,  lo  the  document 

an  act  so  grave 
and  interesting  in  its  character,  pass  away 
with  thcae  mere  every  day  OTents  which  aro 
forgotten  almost  in  the  instant  of  their  occor- 
rence.  In  order,  therefore,  that  it  nuty  be  dis- 
tinctly presented  to  the  notice  of  the  Senate, 
before  I  sobmit  the  motion  which  it  calls  for, 
I  will  state  its  pnrport,  and  avail  myself  of  the 
occasion  to  m^e  a  very  brief  remark. 

That  document,  sir,  of  which  an  official  copy 
has  been  transmitted  to  my  coUeagoe  and  my- 
aelL  is  the  protest  of  tbe  State  of  Georgia, 
made  throngn  her  oonatitatioaal  organs,  to  Uiia 
assembly  of  the  Bepresentativea  of  States. 
agtinst  the  '*  act  in  alteration  of  the  severu 
acta  laying  duties  on  imports,"  passed  at  the 
late  session  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  In  her  sovereign  character,  as  one  of 
the  original  members  of  this  Oonfederaoy,  bf 
whom  Uiis  Government  was  cdled  into  exist- 
ence, that  State  protests  against  this  act,  on 
the  several  gronnda  which  are  specifically  set 
fortbj  in  that  instrnmest^  which  is  attested  by 
tbe  Bignatnres  of  her  Legislative  and  Executive 
fonotionaries,  and  Bathentical«d  under  her  pub- 
lic seal. 

It  b  now  delivered  to  this  Department  of 
the  Federal  Government,  to  be  deposited  in  its 
archives,  in  perpetitam  rei  memortam,  to  serve 
whenever  the  occasion  may  require  it,  as  an 
authentic  testimony  of  tbe  solemn  dissent  of 
one  of  tbe  sovereign  States  of  this  Union  from 
the  act  therein  protested  against,  as  an  infrac- 
tion of  the  conatitutjonal  compact  by  which 
she  is  nnit«d  to  the  other  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy. 

Jt  is  difBcult,  sir,  to  repress — it  is,  perhaps, 
still  more  dlfGcolt  appropriately  to  express  the 
feelings  which  belong  to  such  an  occasion  as 
the  present.  I  have  been  educated  in  senti- 
ments of  reverence  for  our  Federal  Union,  and, 
through  life,  I  have  habitually  cherished  these 
sentiments.  As  an  individual  citizen,  therefore, 
it  is  punful  to  recur  to  that  disastrous  policy 
whiui  baa  imposed  on  the  State  in  which  I  live 
tbe  stem  necessity  of  assuming  this  relation  to 
tbe  Government  of  this  Confederaoy. 

As  one  of  tbe  Representatives  on  this  floor 
of  that  State,  whose  citizens  have  always  been 
forward  to  manifest  a  profound  and  devoted 
attachment  to  this  Union — of  a  patriotic  and 
gallant  people,  who  would  freely  yield  their 
treasure  ana  uaspaiingly  shed  their  blood  in 
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ita  defence ;  the  occadon  is  one  of  deep  uid 
nnmia^led  hnmiliation,  which  demands  the  de- 
pOsEt,  m  the  registrj  of  tbe  Benat«L  of  this 
record  of  their  wrongs.  There  m&j  be  those, 
sir,  who  will  look  to  this  act  with  indiffereni 
perhaps  with  levity ;  who  will  consider  it 
the  resnlt  of  moment&r;  excitement ;  and  see, 
or  thiok  they  see  in  it,  merely  tbe  effusion  of 
impassioned,  but  evanescent  feeling.    I  implore 
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Forty  years  of  soooesafiil  experiment  have 
proved  the  efBcienoy .  of  this  GoTemment  to 
aoatain  ne  in  an  honorable  intercourse  with  the 
other  nations  of  tte  world,  Eitemally, 
peace  and  in  war,  amid  the  fluctuations  of 
commeroe,  and  the  strife  of  srmB.  it  has  pro- 
tected our  interests,  and  defended  oar  rights. 
One  tiial,  one  (faarfiil  trial,  yet  remai 

made.    It  is  one,  under  the  apprehi ._ 

which  the  bravest  may  tremble — which  the 
wise  end  tbe  good  will  anxionsly  endeavor  to 
avoid.  It  is  that  experiment  which  shall  teat 
the  competency  of  this  Govermuent  to  pi 
serve  onr  internal  peace,  whenever  a  questii 
vitally  affecting  the  bond,  which  uiiit«B  us  as 
one  peopl&  shall  come  to  be  solemnly  agitat«d 
between  the  sovereign  members  of  this  Con- 
federacy. In  proportion  to  its  dangers  sboold 
be  onr  solicitaae  to  avoid  it,  by  abetdning  on 
the  one  hand  from  acta  of  doubtful  legislation, 
as  well  as  by  tbe  manner  of  resistance  on  the 
other,  to  those  which  are  deemed  nnconstitn- 
tionaL  Between  the  independent  members  of 
this  Confederacy,  sir,  there  can  be  no  common 
arbiter.  They  are  necessarily  remitted  to  their 
own  sovereign  will,  deliberately  expreesed, 
the  exercise  of  those  reserved  righta  of  st 
ereigntj,  the  delegation  of  which  would  have 
been  an  act  of  political  snicide.  Tbe  designa- 
tion of  such  an  arbiter,  sir,  was,  by  the  force  of 
invincible  necessity,  eatu*  omiMut  among  the 
provisions  of  a  constitution  conferring  limited 
powers,  the  interpretation  of  which  was  to  be 
confided  to  the  SQbordinate  agents,  created 
by  those  who  were  entmsCed  to  administer  it. 

I  earnestly  hope,  that  the  wise  and  concilia- 
tory spirit  of  this  Government,  and  of  those  of 
tbe  several  Stat«a,  will  postpone,  to  a  period 
far  distant,  the  day  which  will  snmmon  ns  to 
so  fearful  a  trial.  If  we  are  indeed  doomed 
to  encounter  it,  I  as  eameeUy  hope  that  it  may 
be  entered  apon  in  the  spirit  of  peace,  and 
with  cherished  recollections  of  former  amity. 
Bat  the  OMasion  which  shall  impel  the  sov- 
ereign peonle  of  even  one  of  the  members  of 
this  Confeileracy  to  resolve,  that  they  are  not 
bound  by  its  acts,  is  one  to  which  no  patriot 
can  look  with  levity,  nor  yet  with  indifference. 
Whatever  men  and  freemen  may  do  to  avert  it, 
tbe  people  of  Georgia  will  do.  Deeply  as  they 
feel  the  wrongs  which  they  suffer,  they  will 
yet  bear  and  fortrear.  Though  their  com- 
plaints have  been  hitherto  disregarded,  and 
their  remonstrances  have  been  heretofore  set 


at  noDgbtL  they  will  still  look  with  confi- 
dence to  the  returning  Justice  of  this  Qoveni- 

I  fulfil  my  duty,  sir,  on  this  occasion,  with  a 
cherished  reliance  on  that  Jostice;  with  a  deep 
and  abiding  conviction  of  the  patriotinu  and 
forbearance  of  that  people  by  whom  it  is  de- 
manded ;  with  an  bnmbte  but  unwavering  tmst 
in  the  mercy  of  Heaven. 

On  motion,  by  Mr.  Bebbuii,  the  letter  and 
protest  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  for  the  vab 
of  the  Senate. 

Th«  Sinhiitff  Fund,  <&». 
The  Senate  took  np  for  conuderKtion  the 

resolutions  heretofore  offered  by  Mr.  Bkktov, 
relative  to  the  Sinking  Fond,  the  Pnblio  Debt, 
the  Bank  of  the  United  States,  ^k. 

Mr.  SuiTB',  of  Maryland,  withdrew  his 
amendment,  snd  moved  to  refer  the  wbole  anb- 
jeot  to  tbe  Committee  on  finance. 

Mr.  Bastoso  said  he  was  satisfied  that  it 
was  expedient  to  adopt  the  first  of  the  rewlu- 
tions  of  the  genUeman  from .  Missoari.  We 
have  now,  said  be,  about  fifty  millions  of  debt, 
and  the  whole  of  it,  excepting  tbe  thriee  per 
cent,  debt,  may  be  discharged  in  three  or  four 
years.  What  is  to  be  done  with  the  tfaree  per 
cents,  amounting  to  more  than  thirteen  millimis 
of  dollars  t  Is  this  part  of  the  debt  to  be  per- 
petoal?  His  own  opinion  was,  that  this,  like 
every  other  portion  of  the  debt,  ahoold  he  ex- 
tinguished, as  soon  and  as  fast  as  possible. 
How  is  the  three  per  cent  debt,  then,  to  be 
extinguished  t  Cert^nly,  in  no  other  way  than 
by  payment  or  pnrchase.  We  must  either  pay 
the  full  nominal  amount,  or  we  must  purchase 
this  debt  from  its  holders.  The  highest  mar- 
ket price  to  which  this  debt  has  risen  is  eighty- 
five  per  cent ;  the  fluctuations  of  the  iDBrl:et, 
for  a  long  time  past,  having  been  between 
eighty  and  eighty-five  per  cent ;  and  the  me- 
dimn  rate  of  the  market  being,  perhapo,  ftbout 
eighty-three  per  cent.  By  the  restriction  now 
force,  under  tbe  law  of  1B17,  tbe  Ooinmi»- 
ners  of  tbe  Sinking  Fond  are  not  permitted 
porchase  this  debt,  when  it«  market  price 
exceeds  sixty-five  per  cent  None  has  beien 
purchased;  and  none  will  ever  bepnrchased, 
while  this  restriction  continues.  To  provide 
for  the  payment  of  this  debt,  or  to  de<^are  our 
purpose  to  pay  it,  would  elevato  tbe  debt  to 
par ;  but  to  give  an  authority  to  purchase 
would  not  much  advance  the  market  price  of 
this  debt  Bnch  an  authority  ought  to  be,  And 
would  be,  exercised  very  cautiously  sad  slow- 
ly. This  debt  is  widely  difibsed,  and  much  of 
it  is  held  in  Enrope.  So  long  as  it  is  an  annu- 
ity of  indefinite  duration,  its  value  is  governed 
by  tbe  market  rate  of  interest,  and  it  cannot 
rise  much  above  its  present  market  rato ;  sinoe, 
at  a  higher  rate,  it  would  afford  an  ^tercst 
lower  than  the  lowest  market  rato  of  interest 
in  the  world.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  final 
discharge  of  the  capiUl  of  this  annuity  is  in- 
definitely  distant,  tbe  capital  itself  will  proba- 
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Uj  Mver  risa  to  ninetf  per  cent,  in  tba  mar- 
let.  Ab  it  is  dearlj  our  interest  to  bay  this 
debt  rather  than  to  pay  it ;  aa  the  oreater  part 
of  this  debt  is  held  bj-  perwns  who  have  no 
dtare  to  aell  it ;  aa  the  portiona  offered  In  the 
market,  from  time  to  time,  are  email ;  and,  aa 
it  wimld  he  inexpedient  to  raiae  the  market,  by 
oBering  liigher  pricM  than  the  corrent  rates ; 
it  is  necf  ary,  if  we  intend  to  porchaae,  to  be- 
EiD  and  to  proceed  with  all  the  caation  of  dia- 
crert  bnyera.  There  can  be  no  donbt  that  an 
tatbority  in  the  Commiagioners  of  the  Sinking 
Fnnd  to  purchase  at  market  rat«s  would  be 
Jndiciooaly  exercised  by  them.  If  this  opera- 
tion ahall  be  commenced,  nntil  all  the  other 
portiona  of  the  pnblio  debt  ahall  be  paid, 


charge  of  thia  debt  of  thirteen  millions, 
fhaU  b«  obliged  either  to  pos^ne  ita  payment, 
or  to  pay  it  at  par,  or  to  pnrchaae  it  upon  terms 
far  le»  adTutageoaa  to  tlie  pnblio  than  may 
be  made  by  gradual  and  progressive  pnrchases. 
There  can  be  no  donbt,  that,  by  a  Jadicions 
ronrse  of  porchasea  of  thin  debt,  a  very  lai^ 
ram  mar  be  saved  to  the  pnblio. 

Xr.  Bksto!!  called  for  a  division  of-  the 
qnotion,  so  that  the  Senate  might  decide  sepa- 
rately i»i  each  danse  of  the  resolution ;  which 

Mr.  B.  then  atated,  that  he  waa  owned  to 
Hading  his  resolntiona  to  the  Fioaooe  Gommit- 
tee,  aa  mere  resolntiona  of  inquiry.  He  bad 
Htit  tbem  to  that  committee,  in  that  form,  at 
th«  last  aeanon,  and  had  them  returned,  like  a 
bill  of  iitdietment  ifftutrtd  by  the  grand  Jnry. 
He  HA  not  think  it  worth  while  to  send  them, 
thiovgfa  the  same  process,  a  eeiwnd  time.  He 
waa  for  diseowng  them  here,  as  he  had  a  right 
ta  4o,  under  the  mlea  of  the  Senate,  which  it 
wu  prapar  to  do  on  many  oocaaiona,  and 
doably  proper  on  this  occasion,  when  the  qnes- 
tioo  whid)  grew  oot  of  his  resolntiona  waa  one 
of  principle,  not  of  detail,  and  when  the  com- 
Bdttee  had  once  shown  themselves  to  be  nnfa- 
riHable.  He  was  glad  to  see  the  Senator  from 
5f  w  York  (Mr.  Suttosd)  on  his  side.  He  had 
But  expected  to  argne  these  questions,  bnt  only 
to  tom  the  attention  of  others  to  them,  who 
were  more  conversant  than  himself  with  snb- 
jerta  oif  finance.  His  walk  lay  in  a  different 
field — ttiaoag  the  public  lands,  the  military  and 
the  Indian  affaire.  As  for  the  financoa,  the 
Pnbbc  Debt,  the  Sinking  Fnnd,  the  abolition  of 
(lotiea,  and  the  balancee  in  the  hands  of  the 
Bank,  they  were  all  subjects  out  of  his  range, 
and,  in  moving  certain  resolutions  about  them, 
ax  the  Unt  session,  he  thought  he  had  nothing 
v>  do  bat  to  pnt  the  ball  in  motion.  But  quite 
the  oontrary  he  had  found  to  be  the  fact.  The 
^  soon  stopped,  or  rather  rolled  back  upon 
him ;  and,  as  he  was  not  a  man  to  give  np 
when  he  thought  himself  right,  he  had  now 
dune  what  he  pledged  himaelf  to  do,  at  the 
iB-t  seflNon— be  had  started  the  ball  a^n,  and 
mi:«at  to  keep  it  trgdiig.    He  waa  K^ioed  to 
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see  the  Senator  from  New  Tork  (iSr.  Baktobd) 
taking  part  with  him  even  on  one  branch  ta 
his  reeolQtions. 

Ifr.  DioKBBBOir  said  be  did  not  rise  to  op- 
pose the  reference  of  the  aubject  to  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  Finance ;  yet  he  was  not  willing  to 
adopt  the  resolution,  and  give  the  discretionary 

Kwer  to  the  Oommiaaioners  of  the  Sinking 
nd  which  was  proposed.  It  certainly  waa 
deurable  to  extinguish  the  public  debt,  aa  soon 
as  ft  due  regard  to  the  general  interest  wonld 
permit.  It  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  pro- 
cMm  to  the  world  that  we  are  out  of  debt. 
To  pnrchase  up  the  debt  would  be  to  inoar  a 
heavy  loss ;  we  cannot  gratify  ourselves  in  thto 
particular,  without  paymg  too  dearly  for  the 
gratiflcation.  The  gentleman  from  New  York 
fMr.  Sajitobd)  had  stated  truly,  that  the  cred- 
itors in  Europe  owned  a  very  conriderable  por- 
tion of  the  stock  of  the  United  States,  and  had 
remarked  that  the  three  per  cent,  stock  might 
be  purchased  at  fS  or  BC  per  cent  Bnt  Qie 
fact  was,  that,  if  we  purchased  at  86,  we 
should  lose  two  milliona,  and,  if  at  its  nominal 
value,  four  millions  of  dollare.  The  Commia- 
sionera  of  the  Sinking  Fund  are  now  anthor- 
ized  to  purchase  this  stock  at  (S5  for  the  hun- 
dred, which  is  considered  ita  par  value;  ibo 
whole,  at  that  rat«,  would  amount  to  some- 
thing more  than  eight  and  a  half  millions  of 
dollars;  if  we  pnrchase  it  at  $85  the  hundred, 
the  present  market  price,  it  will  cost  us  more 
than  eleven  millions  of  dollars ;  and,  of  course, 
we  shonld  incur  a  loss  of  more  than  two  and  a 
half  millions;  and,  if  we  redeem  it  at  its 
nominal  value,  we  ahall  incur  a  loss  of  more 
than  fonr  and  a  half  millions ;  and  this  to  he 
taken  from  our  Treasury,  and  a  considerable 
part  of  it  put  into  the  pockets  of  stoc^obbera 
m  Europe.  What  would  be  the  consequence 
of  going  into  the  market,  and  purchasing  the 
pnblio  debt,  as  proposed)  Why,  our  stock  in 
Europe,  as  well  as  at  home,  would  immediately 
take  a  rise,  and  its  value  would  be  considerably 
increased.  The  argument  of  the  gentleman 
from  Missouri,  relative  tj)  British  slocks,  would 
not  avail  in  this  country :  for  the  price  of  our 
stook  will  certainly  be  increased  with  the  in- 
creased demand  for  it,  should  a  law  be  passed 
as  proposed'  and,  if  the  price  for  the  three  per 
cents  shonld  be  fixed  at  B5,  it  wonld  immedi- 
ately rise  above  it ;  and,  the  moment  we  re- 
solve to  purchase  up  the  debt,  or  to  redeem  it 
as  soon  as  proposed,  it  would  rise  to  its  nomi- 
nal value,  and  we  should  have  to  pay  dollar  for 
dollar.  Thns,  no  benefit  would  arise  to  the 
United  States,  but  much  to  the  holders  of  the 
stock.  The  Sinking  Fund,  he  contended,  was 
merely  a  resolution  to  pay  ten  millions  a  year 
of  the  public  debt ;  it  was  never  contemplated 
to  buy  up  stock  to  any  great  extent,  nor  was  it 
ever  expected  that  it  wonld  have  that  effect. 
The  Sinking  Fund  had  answered  all  the  pur- 
poses expected  from  it,  one  of  which  waa  to  , 
Keep  up  tite  price  of  United  Stat«s  stock,  and 
had  fully  aocompUshed  the  otgect  of  ita  crea- 
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tion.    The  three  per  cent,  itock  may  be 
tinned  for  years,  under  an  airaDgement,  and 

not  fdt  aa  a  bmtneii  b^  the  conununitj ;  and, 
if  gentlemen  entertained  the  opinion,  that  the 
debt  might,  with  safety,  be  reduced  more  rap- 
idly than  at  present,  a  power  oonld  be  mr-  *- 
the  Secretary  of  the  "u'eaBory  to  pnrohi 
occasions  offered,  which  woald  answer  every 
reasonable  purpose.  He  would  leave  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Committee  on  Finance,  ao  far  as 
inquiry  into  the  expediency  of  the  meast.. 
was  concerned ;  bat  no  could  not,  as  at  present 
impressed,  vote  for  the  passage  of  the  proposed 
law ;  at  least,  so  far  as  he  was  concerned,  he 
thought  the  inquiry  by  the  committee  ahoald 
precede  the  passage  of  the  law. 

Mr.  SwTH,  of  Ifaryland,  said,  that,  having 
made  the  motion,  it  was  incumbent  on  hirn  to 
Bay  a  few  words  on  the  snbject.  He  then  took 
an  extended  view  of  the  funding  system,  from 
its  commencement.  He  said,  that  flio  old  six 
per  cents  had  been  considered  irredeemable, 
except  by  the  payment  of  eight  per  cent,  per 
annom,  on  every  certificate  for  one  hondred 
dollars ;  that,  in  the  year  1802,  Congress  passed 
an  act,  appropriating  the  sum  of  t7iS(^,000, 
to  be  paid  annually  to  ttie  Commissioners 
of  the  Sinking  Fund,  to  be  applied  by  them 
to  the  payment  of  the  principal  and  interest  of 
the  public  debt ;  and,  on  the  purchase  of  Lou- 
isiana, an  addition  was  made  to  that  fond  of 
(700,000,  making  the  whole  fund  eight  milli 
— that  the  system  operated  welL  It  enabled 
the  Treasurer  to  pay  off  with  llie  surplus  funds 
the  debt  due  to  Holland ;  but  that  debt  being 

r'd  off,  a  large  anrplus  would  have  remained 
tJie  Treasnry,  inapplicable  to  any  object,  un- 
til the  eight  per  cents,  contracted  in  Ur.  Adams' 
administration,  should  become  payable,  which 
was,  he  believed,  in  1809.  To  obvi^  that 
difiicnlty,  a  proposal  was  made,  in  1806,  he  be- 
lieved, to  the  holders  of  the  six  per  cent,  debt, 
and  acquiesced  in  by  them,  that,  in  lieu  of  the 
Btock  held  by  them,  payable,  as  already  stated, 
by  eight  dollars  annually  on  the  100  dollars, 
lliey  should  receive  a  new  stock  for  the  bal- 
ances due  to  them,  bearing  an-  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  and  redeemable  at  pleasure.  That 
arrangement  enabled  the  Commissioners  of  Qxa 
Sinking  Fund  to  apply,  annually,  the  whole  of 
the  eight  millions,  and  the  old  six  per  cents 
have  been  paid  off  many  years  (he  believed 
nine)  sooner  than  could  have  been  done  under 
theprevions  system. 

The  late  war  involved  the  United  States  in  a 
large  debt,  he  believed,  exceeding  one  hundred 
and  twenty  millions  of  dollars ;  and  a  new  law 
passed,  on  the  3d  of  March,  1817,  which  ap- 

Eropriated  ten  millions  of  dollars,  annually,  to 
e  applied  to  the  payment  of  llie  interest  and 
principal  of  the  debt.  The  system  baa  oper- 
ated as  well  as  its  most  sanguine  friends  could 
have  contemplated.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Lowkdbs, 
then  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Means.  It  has  nearly  pMd  off  the  whole  of 
the  debt,  and  will,  without  any  extraneous  tud. 
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discharge  nearly  the  whole  (the  three  per  unta 
and  Bank  debt  excepted)  in  the  year  1S39. 

But,  said  Mr.  B.,  we  are  told  that  ve  canniit 
pay  the  debt,  except  by  purchase.  Whjt  Be- 
cause the  Senator  (Mr.  Bkstok)  Bsauns  to, 
"  that  there  was  no  way  to  prevent  an  iccn- 
mulation  of  near  twenty  milhons  of  dollsn  in 
the  TreasnTy,  in  the  years  1832  and  163S,tolie 
there  idle,  (or  rather  in  the  Bank,)  or,  wbn 
was  worse,  to  be  directed  to  some  robordiiule 
olgeot,  while  pnbUo  debt  to  that  amoimt  vn 
unpud,  and  drawing  interest." 

1^  said  Mr.  8.,  the  Senator  be  oorrect  in  his 
assertion,  then  it  is  indispensably  necesssij  tint 
the  Senate  should  adopt  some  measure  to  pi«- 
vent  80  groat  an  evil.  If,  however,  he  iboald 
have  been  mistaken  in  his  calcnlationt,  uul,  if 
it  can  be  shown  that  there  will  be  of  debt  re- 
deemable nearly  snfficient  to  absorb  the  ten 
millions  at  tlie  disposition  of  the  Commissui' 
ers  of  the  Sinking  Fund,  and  the  nnill  defi- 
ciency can  l>e  supplied,  without  the  nece^i; 
of  having  recourse  to  purchase ;  and,  if  il  cm 
be  shown  that  nearly  the  whole,  perhaps  tin 
whole,  of  ttiB  debt  will  be  pdd  off  before  the 
year  1838,  then  the  authority  to  purchiM  tin 
4},  C,  and  S  per  cents  will  be  wholly  imneco- 
sary.  Mr.  S.  Bwd,  that  he  hoped  to  sUisfj  llie 
Senate  on  all  those  points.  It  had  been,  be 
said,  the  practice  of  his  long  life  to  hsve  re- 
course to  figures,  on  all  similar  subjects;  nit, 
he  said,  to  Sgnres  of  speech  or  rhetoric,  tiotui 
arithmetical  figures.  He  could  rely  on  Uieni 
for  truth,  and  would  proceed  to  state  the 
ground  on  which  he  reli^  with  confidence. 

The  debt,  he  said,  amoonted,  on  the  U  « 
Januarr,  to  $58,362,126  ;  deduct  therefrom  Iba 
Bank  debt  and  the  three  per  cent.,  amonnting 
together  to  |20,2B6,249,  and  there  willremMi 
a  debt  of  S,  6,  and  H  per  cents  of  $SS,05EM 
which,  he  expected,  might  nearly  bo  dlschwpo 
in  the  year  1832,  perhaps  entirely. 

Mr,  S.  proceeded  and  sdd,  that  there  will  be 
redeemable,  in  1829  and  1830,  an  amoncl  of 
six  and  five  per  conta  redeemable  at  pleasure, 
which,  with  the  interest  on  the  whole  del>t, 
will  make  together  the  sum  of  122,658,11'. 
being  |2,653,17B  more  than  the  twen^r  milhoos 
appkc^lo  by  the  Commissioners  to  the  P*J" 
ment  of  the  debt  and  interest  for  those  two 
years.  That  unpaid  balance,  Mr.  S.  "A 
would  be  paid  in  1881,  which,  together  witn 
stock,  redeemable  in  that  year,  bearing  so  in- 
terest of  ii  and  6  per  cent,  would,  with  tbe 
interest  payable  in  that  year,  afford  an  amonnt, 
redeemable  and  payable,  of  $1G,363,S34;  m 
that  year,  the  Commissioners  would,  of  conise, 
pay  the  ten  millions,  and  there  wonld  then 
remain  a  l)alance,  to  be  pwd  in  1^-' , 
$5,858,824.  Here,  Mr.  S.  stated  separ&telj  tue 
amount  of  the  several  stocks  thst  became  re- 
deemable, during  .the  year  1831,  and  the 
amount  of  interest  payable;  he  also  saw,  lb« 
it  was  proper  for  him  to  inform  the  Senate  th« 
$10,999,000  of  those  stocks  were  not  redeem- 
able until  the  Slst  of  December  of  that  jeti, 
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ot  oonne,  that  thers  would  only  be  a  little 
more  than  (3,600,000  tiiit  the  debtor  oonld  be 
mmpdled  to  receive,  on  Uie  Ist  of  Jolj,  the 
lune  It  whidi  the  seau-amnul  pttyment  U  gen- 
«nllj  nude ;  bnt,  aa  more  than  six  milliona  of 
Oit  itook  was  held  hj  the  Bank  of  the  United 
Stite^  ha  oonld  not  doubt  that  the  Board  of 
Directors  would  readUj  consent  to  nlinqnish 
BO  niDch  as  wonld  be  neceuar;  to  oonpleto  the 
nsDi]  psjment  of  five  millionB,  in  Jmj.  He 
(bd  not  donbt,  be  Mud,  for  he  believed  the^ 
were  well  dispoBed  to  do  any  thing  in  tl  ' 
power  to  acoominodste  the  GoTernment. 
was  greatly  their  interest  to  be  on  the  best 
lenns  with  the  Treasorj.  The  inconvenience 
wonld  be  trifling ;  besides,  they  wonld  know, 
that,  nnlcM  thej  did  accommodate,  the  Com- 
BnsiooeTB  wonld  be  oonmelled  to  redeem  a 
part  of  the  seven  millions  Bank  debt. 

Mr.  8^  then  eaid,  that  he  hoped  that  he  had 
Mtttided  the  Senate  that  there  were  more  than 
maSaeat  ot  stock  redeemable  and  interest  pay- 
able during  the  years  18S9,  1680,  and  1B81,  to 
■becH'b  the  thirty  millions  applicable,  dniinK 
tboM  yean,  to  tiie  payment  of  the  debt^  and 
that  titers  wonld  be  no  nnempli^ed  money  in 
the  Treaanry  or  Bank  during  tnoee  yean. 

The  MaoM  onp^  in  1881,  said  Ur.  S.,  of 
«S,S6S,8a«,  wonld  be  paid,  in  1688,  which 
with  &M  fltook  rederanable  in  th^  year,  and 
the  iatarest  to  be  pidd,  wonld  togeuier  make 
the  nm  of  98,896,779 ;  being  about  a  million 
leas  titan  the  ten  millions  in  the  hands  of  the 
CommiflncHiers ;  which  million  wonld,  he  con- 
ceived, be  relinqniahed  by  the  Bank  from  the 
Kock  it  held  in  the  loan,  dne  on  the  81st  Da- 
conber,  1884,  for  reasons  similar  to  those  he 
had  already  given ;  Indeed,  he  said,  he  felt  cer- 
tain that  they  would  accommodate  the  Treasn- 


ly,  wilfaoat  heaitation. 

proceeded,  and  ._ 
d  sataafied  the  Bens 


Ur.  B.  proeeeded,  and  said,  that  he  tnuted 
Oat  be  had  sataafled  the  Benalkthat,  instead  of 
twen^  miUkma  lying  in  the  Treasury  nnap- 


pfied,  whilst  a  debt  was  nnpaid,  bearing 
tHHt,  there  wonld  not  be  one  dollar,  it 
wi^  however,  proper  for  him  to  state,  that 
there  wonld  still  renuun  a  small  debt  of  abont 
two  minicHka,  redeemable  in  1BS3,  and  another, 
ot  a  liiUe  more,  in  1634 ;  bnt  that  they  were 
not  of  importance,  and  would  be  paid  without 
bong  felt ;  that  it  was  possible  uie  whole  of 
Aeee  debts  might,  by  management,  and  an  in- 
mase  of  rervenne,  be  paid  in  1882.  If  not,  it 
oaght  not  to  deter  ns  from  repealing  the  duties 
«■  artidea  which  now  give  a  revenne  of 
(i^t,  perhaps  ten  millions ;  but^  on  that  sab- 
jert  we  could  act  more  advisedly  at  the  next 
Rwkm,  when  we  should  better  know  the  effect 
of  the  last  tari£  For  himseli;  he  was  de- 
cidedly of  opinion  that  dutjes  to  that  amonnt 
oagfat  to  be  repealed,  and,  in  the  recess,  he 
woold  iK«pare  a  bill  with  a  view  to  that  object, 
which  he  thought  be  conld  snbmit  early  in  the 
aeasitw.  Bat  he  was  unwilling  to  touch  the 
aatifect  daring  the  present  session,  for  it  waa 
000  that  reomred  time  and  great  connderation. 

Vol.  2^-16 


Hr.  JosNSTon,  of  Louisiana,  said  he  wonld 
reply  to  the  first  resolution,  which  proposes  to 
authorize  the  pnTchase  of  the  publio  debt  in 
the  market.  He  said  ho  thought  it  premature 
to  pass  a  law  at  this  session,  which  must  be  in- 
operative for  two  years  to  oome,  and  which 
would,  in  effect,  supersede  all  other  modes  of 
employing  the  pubuo  money,  whatever  might 


employment  for  our  flmds  dnring  1829  and 

18S0.  He  said  there  was  redeemable,  during 
the  present  year,  10,379,822  dollars  of  stock, 
bearmg  six  per  cent.,  and  there  was  a  stock  of 
1,039,386  dollara,  of  four  and  a  half  per  cent., 
payable  half  this  year  and  half  the  next; 
which,  with  the  ocoming  interest,  will  moke  a 
som  nearly  eqnal  to  the  Sinking  Fund  of  ten 
millions,  for  two  years.  This  stock  bears  a 
high  rate  of  interest,  and  above  the  market 
rote  of  money,  and  which  it  is  the  interest  of 
the  Treasury  to  pay  as  soon  as  possible. 

In  the  year  1681  there  will  be  no  stocks  re- 
deemable, and  consei^uenUy,  we  may  calculate 
on  ten  or  twelve  millions  of  dollws  in  that 
year,  for  which  Oongreea  must  provide  befwe 
that  time  arrives.  But,  he  said,  it  appealed  to 
him  too  soon  now  to  provide  for  the  pnTchase 
of  Htooks,  which  could  not  be  effected  under 
two  years.  While  one  gentleman  proposes  to 
pnrebase  our  stocks  in  the  market,  another 
anggests  the  expediency  of  dividiug  this  sum 
among  the  several  States ;  another  claims  a 
portion  of  it  for  great  national  improvements ; 
another>  thinks  tnat  will  be  a  proper  time  to 
commence  a  reduction  of  the  duties.  The 
public  mind  is  not  yet  sufficiently  formed  and 
expressed  on  these  propositione.  We  require 
facts,  and  time  for  deliberation.  The  next  will 
be  a  long  session,  and  we  shall  then  have  the 
benefit  of  a  fall  discnsmon;  and  the  seasion 
alter  1830-'S1,  will  be  in  good  time  to  decide 
what  ought  to  be  done  with  the  revenne  of 
1881. 

The  gentleman  from  IDssonri  proposea  now 
to  pass  a  law  to  anthtvize,  at  that  time,  the 
purchase  of  the  stock.  Thb  may  become  the 
most  judicious  wplication  of  the  money,  but  it 
is  prematnreL  and  unnecessary  now  to  nve  the 
anthority.  When  we  go  into  the  maftet,  we 
may  not  be  able  to  buy  our  stock  at  its  par 
value ;  indeed,  we  know  we  must  pay  more ; 
and  the  very  net  of  going  into  the  market  to 

Surohasa  so  lai^  a  aom  will  raise  the  price. 
i  will  be  advisable,  at  the  next  session,  to  as- 
certain what  can  be  done  in  the  market,  with 
the  Amd  holders,  to  legislate  advisedly — upon 
that  information  my  opinion  will  be  formed. 
Ur.  J.  said  the  gentleman  has  suggested  the 
propriety  of  purchasing  the  thirteen  millions 
of  three  per  cents.  The  propriety  of  that 
must  depend  on  the  price  at  which  they  could 
be  bought.  If  they  must  be  pnrcbased  at  par, 
that  is,  100  for  100,  then  we  dispose  of  onr 
money  for  three  per  c^it.,  which  we  are  not 
prepared  to  do  for  the  present    The  three  per 
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cents  are  now  eelliog  at  8C  on  the  100.  that  is, 
equal  to  an  investment  at  $S  SS  per  cent., 
which  is  lees  tbtoi  the  nutrket  rate  of  interesL 
This  arises  ohieflj  from  the  fact,  that  this  stock 
will,  before  man]'  jean,  be  paid  off  at  100, 
when  the  holders  will  realise  IB  dollars  on  each 
share,  which  will  bring  the  stock  to  4  or  4-^  per 
cent.,  eqaal  to  the  vahie  of  money  in  tiie  mar- 
ket. The  price  of  this  stock  is  now  estimated 
at  100  for  100,  in  making  a  calculation  of  its 
value.  This  stock  oonid  not  be  purchased  at 
8S,  beconse  the  holders  now  see  It  will  ere  long 
be  redeemed,  and,  when  redeemed,  moat  be 
taken  at  100. 

Mr.  J.  explained  how  the  arerage  balanoea 
in  the  Bank  had  been  eo  large;  which  was 
owing  to  several  larse  Bums  lyiiig  over,  onem- 
plojed,  which  would  never  oocur  again ;  that 
portions  of  this  earn  were  in  transitai  fhim 
place  to  place ;  that  the  Bank  conld  not  em- 
ploj  its  capital,  much  less  avail  itself  of  the 
Dse  of  these  ba^oes.  It  is  known  that  about 
siiteen  millions  of  the  revenne  ia  received  in 
New  York,  where  the  capital  of  the  Branch 
does  not  exceed  two  millions  five  handled 
tlionBand  dollars,  and  where  the  diaconnta  do 
not  exceed  four  to  five  millions.  The  gentle- 
man proposes  to  make  the  Bank  pay  Intereet 
for  these  nnoertain  balances,  which,  at  most, 
are  only  unapplied  balances  ot  appropriations. 

Ur.  3.  said,  the  Bank  has  given  as  |l,eO0.OO0 
for  the  bonus,  the  interest  on  wUoh  alone 
would  exceed  Qie  interest  dne  on  the  balances. 
Besides  this,  they  receive  and  pay  oat,  without 
oompensatlon  for  the  labor  or  the  risk  on  the 
exchange,  more  than  twenty  millions  a  year. 
The  Bank  will  tell  you  to  nee  your  money,  if 
you  desire  to  draw  it,  in  any  way  or  at  any 
time ;  but  that  they  cannot  pay  toe  interest, 
heoanae  they  cannot  employ  it.  Ur.  J.  sdd, 
that  Ut.  Crawford  was  induced,  in  1831,  to 

B've  the  loan  (among  other  reasons)  to  the 
auk,  because  they  eonld  not  employ  their 
funds,  of  which  we  were  a  large  stockholder. 
Ur.  J.  said,  we  had  a  large  equivalent  from  the 
Bank  in  the  safMy  and  management  of  our 
ftrnds  for  the  ose  of  the  balances.  We  ought 
to  deal  Justly  with  them.  If  they  pay  us  the 
interest,  which  will  not  exceed  (100,000  a  year, 
we  must  pay  them  a  reasonable  compensataon 
for  their  services.  Mr.  J.  concluded  by  saying, 
the  proposition  now  submitted  was,  in  hu 
judgment,  premgtore,  and  the  law  ntmeceBsary. 
Mr.  Bbntoit  had  a  remark  to  make  in  reply 
to  the  Senator  from  Louisiana,  (Mr,  JoBueroB,) 
which  was,  that  all  these  stat«ments  about  the 
amount  and  use  of  the  baUnoee  would  come 
much  better  when  they  came  officially,  as  he 
hoped  they  would,  from  the  President  of  the 
Bank.  With  respect  to  the  amoont  of  actual 
balances,  of  which  he  had  only  exhibited  fhe 
average,  he  presumed  the  Senate  would  soon 
have  an  opportunity  of  seeing  them,  as  they 
had  been  called  fbr  by  a  reeolatiou  of  the  Ben- 
ate.  Their  amount  would  then  be  seen  to  be 
grait,  astoDisUngly  great.     He  differed  from 


the  gentleman  as  to  the  proper  time  for  thit 
debase.  He  did  not  think  it  prouatnre;  on 
the  contrary,  it  was  hardly  early  enough.  He 
himself  had  begun,  about  a  year  ago,  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  peoide  to  the  great  Bobject 
of  extingniBbing  the  pnblio  debt,  and  aboiyi- 
ing  ten  millions  of  aaties.  The  suMect  wu 
Jnat  beginning  to  take  root  in  the  public  mind, 
and  there  was  now  hardly  time  for  tiie  people 
to  think,  to  make  up  their  minds,  and  to  make 
known  their  minds,  before  Congress  wooM 
have  to  act.  The  subject  was  one  of  vast  con- 
sequence in  principle,  and  of  great  extent  in 
debuL  The  Committee  of  Finance  had  report- 
ed forty-five  articles  on  which  duties  might  be 
abolished  without  iqinry  to  domestic  indnstiy. 
He,  Mr.  B.,  woold  add  nftoen  articlee  more,  of 
which  two,  namely,  blankets  and  stroods,  for 
the  Indian  trade,  were  of  the  first  moment  to 
his  oonstituentA  engaged  in  the  fur  trade ;  and 
three  others,  nam^,  tin,  oopper,  and  bran,  ia 
plates  or  sheete,  fit  for  manufaotoriiig  hei^ 
were  of  great  moment  to  the  nomeroQa  maan- 
fbcturers  of  these  articles,  kA  to  the  still  mwe 
numerous  class  who  use  the  artidee  after  they 
are  manufactured.  The  payment  of  the  deb^ 
and  the  consequent  abolition  of  dntiea,  will  be 
the  test  of  new  parties.  None  will  stand  iff 
openly  for  the  contJnnance  of  Hie  debt;  but 
innnmerable  operations  will  be  earned  coi  U> 
diminish  the  revenne,  or  to  squander  it ;  the 
effect,  if  not  the  object  of  which,  will  be  to 
perpetnato  the  debt  Eo,  Mr.  B.,  waa  against 
partial  reductions  of  duty  to  flirniniiih  the  reve- 
nue and  to  continue  llie  debt,  to  relieve  one 
part  of  the  oommnnity,  and  leave  the  borthens 
upon  another ;  he  was  for  alxilitjon,  when  the 
whole  list  could  be  taken  np. 

The  resolution  waa  lefeired  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Finance. 


Tttibday,  January  IS, 
Ditlribution  of  thtEaaew^ 

The  Senate,  as  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes 
took  up  the  following  bill : 

"5v  it  tnaetid,  At.  That  the  Becfctary  of  iba 
Treasury  be  Authorised  and  nqoired,  under  such 
regnjatlona  as  ha  nay  tMnk  pnqnr  to  preecribe,  to 
diride  umnally  among  the  leTatal  States  irf  tlie 
Union,  In  the  ratio  of  direct  taxation,  all  money*  in 
the  Treasury,  not  otherwise  appropriated,  on  the 
first  day  of  June  next,  and  on  the  first  day  of  June 
in  every  succeeding  year. 

"  Bee.  2.  And  he  it  furthar  enacted.  That,  of  the 
annual  mm  of  ten  miUions  of  dollsrs  appropriated 
to  the  sinking  fund  by  the  second  sccUon  of  the  &et 
of  the  third  of  March,  one  thouBud  eight  bnndred 
and  BCTenteen,  entitled  '  An  act  to  provide  for  the 
redemption  of  the  public  debt,'  five  miUions  be  sp- 

Eropriated  to  the  fund  to  be  divided  among  the 
lates,  as  by  the  first  secdoa  of  this- act,  annually, 
after  the  year  one  thooiand  dght  hundred  and 
twenty-nine ;  and  that  bo  much  of  the  residne  of  the 
said  ""Tiiia^  Buni  of  ten  mllliona  of  doOats,  aa  ahall 
not,  on  the  first  day  of  June  of  any  yBBr,lwTe  beta 
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iffied  la  the  ledemption  of  the  pablio  debt,  ilull 
be  tf^priiled  to  ths  fond  to  be  diTided  uaong 
ilw  SulM  u  ifonuid." 

lb.  DioiffisoN  (who  introdnMd  the  biU) 
wv«e  lad  Mid,  that  two  jetra  ego,  when  this 
subject  nu  aoiez  discossioii,  he  endeavored  to 
tliOK  the  necesaitf  of  proTiding,  in  time,  for 
tte  proper  direetjon  of  our  frmoB — when  onr 
pablio  debt  ihiD  be  paid;  when  the  great 
rorb  for  nitional  defence  Hhall  be  completed ; 
lod  tImd  the  demanda  upon  onr  Treaatir7, 
poruig  aat  of  Qie  eonseqaencea  of  the  revola- 
ikmij  lad  late  wan,  shait  be  reduced  to  a 
ami]  amomit.  He  then  endeavored  to  show 
But,  wlutever  ^stem  ahoold  be  adopted  for 
Uuspnrp^  it  ought  to  commence  belore  the 
eoiiN  eitjngiujdiineiit  of  the  pnblie  debt ;  and 
it  futbv  laempted  to  show  the  extreme  dou- 
gR  of  t  Iwge  nirplns  in  onr  Treasorf,  nnleas 
«ibje«  to  tome  well-digeated  and  previoasly 
tettled  Rgnldion  for  its  dispoeaL 

I  ihonriit  tbeo,  as  I  do  now,  said  ISr.  B., 
tifX,  sitfi  a  proper  retrenchment  of  onr  ex- 
pesdjlon^  we  might  divert  a  large  sum,  anna- 
ilij,  in  additim  to  the  ten  millions  appropri- 
Utd  to  Um  inking  Fnnd,  towards  the  reanc- 
lim  rf  tbe  pnblic  debt ;  by  which,  tie  mi>- 
mat  at  iti  final  redemption  might  be  greatl  j 
t|M«i^  Believing,  however,  that  no  propo- 
atido  to  divert  from  the  present  objects  of  ex- 
peodjtore  any  condderabfe  portion  of  onr  rev- 
enoe,  twH  be  well  received,  I  shall  consider 
'tie  mbjtet  as  if  no  more  than  ten  millions  of 
W»ra  a  year  were  to  be  applied  to  the  re- 
aoe^im  d  the  pnblio  debt. 

At  thii  iM^  however,  it  is  ru)idlv  drawing 
to  &  cW.  By  B  calcoktioa  which  I  had  the 
octior  to  Hlnut  to  the  Senate,  it  appears  that, 
bf  tbaamwal  application  of  the  ten  millions  of 
dutlar^  ogrdeU,  except  that  bearing  an  inter- 
«t  of  tbrM  per  oentZ,  and  the  United  States 
Buk  loan,  msj  be  extdngniahed  on  the  1st  day 
(^  Jul;,  18SS ;  and  leaving,  on  that  day,  a  snr- 
;^.of  $»4a,069  28.  But.  as  more  than  two 
|i>^lim  of  the  four  and  a  half  per  cent  stock 
BUCK  redeemable  before  the  first  day  of  Jann- 
*rr.  ISU,  and  as  more  than  four  and  s  half 
nuIlMoa  of  onr  five  per  cent,  debt  is  not  re- 
i^mbie  before  the  firet  day  of  January,  183S, 
tl^re  will  be  a  large  snrplus  in  our  Treaanry, 
Mveen  the  years  1833  and  1836,  not  applica- 
'^  to  tbe  redaction  of  the  public  debt,  nnder 
tl»  preeeot  r^nlation  of  the  Sinking  Fond. 
.  "  i)  propoeed,  by  the  bill  nnder  considera- 
lioo,  to  appropriata,  after  the  let  of  Jaonary, 
IW,  file  millioDS  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd  to  the 
I'M  tor  distribntioD ;  still,  however,  subject  to 
Uc  oxitrol  of  Coitgrees ;  as  no  more  b  to  be 
iliiidad  than  may  be  found  in  the  Treasury  un- 
Vpreprialed,  on  the  first  day  of  June  in  that 
r^r,  and  on  the  fitit  day  of  June  in  each  sno- 
aadingyear. 

Oy  this  amngement,  the  pnblio  debt — ei- 
(^1  the  three  per  oenta  and  Bank  loan— might 
■■«  titiDniiahed  on  the  first  day  of  January, 
14}^,  ud  forty  mimcraa  of  dollars  distributed 


among  the  States.  This  wonld  admit  of  a 
gradual  reduction  of  the  pablio  debt ;  hut,  as 
&st  as  the  public  good  requires  that  it  should 
be  reduced,  it  would  speedily  bring  into  opera- 
tion a  fund  for  such  objects  of  education  and 
internal  improvement,  as  the  States  might 
think  proper  to  adopt',  and  gradually  introduce 
a  safe  syetem  for  the  disposal  of  our  surplus 
ftmda,  alter  the  extinguishment  of  our  debt; 
and  which,  after  all  the  redactions  of  revenue 
that  con  or  will  be  adopted,  will  not  fall  short 
of  Sve  millions  of  dollus  a  year. 

Of  this  feature  of  tbe  bill,  however,  I  am 
not  particularly  tenacious.  Should  the  whole 
of  the  Sinking  Fond  be  applied  to  the  redac- 
tion of  the  debt,  till  tbe  first  of  January,  1881, 
or  1B32,  the  States  would  wait  the  longer  for 
the  funds,  which  are  extremely  neoessary  to 
their  purposes,  and  which  they  oonld  apply  to 
the  greatest  possible  advantage  to  the  country, 
but  the  debt  would  be  the  sooner  extingnished. 
Even  if  this  part  of  the  biU  shoold  be  altogether 
omitted,  still  its  most  important  objects  would 
be  answered,  and  many  objections  to  it  obvi- 
ated. If  the  bill  should  smiply  provide,  that 
after  the  first  day  of  June,  of  tiie  next,  and 
every  succeeding  year,  the  nnappropriated 
moneys  in  tlie  Treasury  should  be  oivided 
among  the  States,  in  the  ratio  of  direct  taxa- 
tion, and  that  such  ports  of  the  Sinking  Fund, 
as,  in  any  year,  should  not  be  applied  to  the 
redaction  of  the  pnblic  debt,  shonld  be  consid- 
ered as  unap[)ropriated  money,  the  moat  impor- 
tant objects  in  view  would  be  attuned.  The 
States  would  nltimately,  and  in  a  short  time, 
have  the  benefit  of  their  fonda ;  and  the  inctai- 
venience  and  extreme  danger  of  a  large  surplua 
in  the  United  States  Treasory,  to  be  legislated 
away  by  Congress,  would  be  avoided. 

I  have  no  doubt  of  the  constitntionality  of 
the  measure  proposed  in  this  bill.  Others  may 
have.  The  aonots  of  somCj  as  to  the  constitu- 
tional powers  of  Oongresa,  if  addjited  by  a  ma- 
jority, would  put  an  end  to  some  of  the  most 
important  and  Indispenaable  objects  of  legisla- 
tion ;  while  others  seem  to  connder  no  provi- 
sion in  the  constitution  as  on  impediment  to 
the  exercise  of  tbe  will  of  Oon^ss.  I  am  with 
those  who  are  in  favor  of  a  ngid  construction 
of  the  constitation ;  bat  not  too  rigid.  Among 
the  enumerated  powers  of  Congress,  is  that  to 
provide  for  the  common  defence  and  general 
welfare  of  the  United  States ;  and  they  ore  to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necettary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing 
powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  the 
constitution  in  the  Government  of  the  united 
States,  or  in  any  Department  or  office  there- 
of. It  is  a  matter  of  extreme  difflcnlty  to  ascer- 
t^n  the  exact  extent  and  limits  of  the  powers 
vested  in  CongreBs  by  Ihia  provision  of  our 
constitution.  Had  the  members  of  the  federal 
convention  been  required  to  define  those 
powers,  they  would  probaUy  have  been  as 
much  at  a  loss  as  we  ore.  It  was  andonbtedly 
intended,  however,  by  this  providon,  to  vest 
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la  Oongreaa,  a  body  of  whloh  there  was  the 
leitat  J^oasy,  &  power  not  otherwise  granted, 
but  aDsolat«lj necesBarr  toQioperfectionof  the 
ajstem — a  power  which  it  was  impoBHLhle  ao- 
onratelj  to  define,  or  upon  the  exact  limita  of 
which  the  conventioQ  could  not  agree.  It  was 
an  eipedient  to  avoid  difEonltiea  at  the  moment, 
that  might  otherwise  have  been  fonnd  insor- 
mountable,  adopted  under  an  impreeeion  that, 
being  anbordinate  to  the  other  proviMons  of  the 
constitation,  it  might  be  safelf  tnisted  to  the 
immediate  repreaentativee  of  the  people  and 
of  the  States.  The  power,  however,  has  limits, 
and  narrow  limits.  It  most  be  exercised  in 
Btrict  Bccordanoe  with,  and  in  Bnbordin&tlon  to, 
the  other  provisions  and  principles  of  the  con- 
atdtation;  its  range  moat  be  oonflned  hy  the 
words  fMMMOry  and 
ease,  ' 

Ifr.  BjfTTS,  of  Haryland,  sud,  he  was  of 
opinion,  with  the  gentleman  from  Uissonri, 
that,  when  ttie  public  debt  was  extinguished,  it 
was  better,  instead  of  continuing  to  raise  a 
revenue,  to  leave  in  the  poekete  of  the  oitizenH 
the  Burplns  which  the  gentleman  proposed  to 
divide  amon^  the  states.    It  was  better  to  re- 


9  should  be  relieved  ftom  a  part  of  their 
bardensg  to  decrease  the  expenses  of  everj 
family  m  the  United  States,  than  to  raise  a 
revenue  not  wanted  by  the  country  I  He 
thought  it  was. 

In  relation  to  distributing  the  eorplos  revenue. 
the  effect  of  it  would  bo,  that  every  State  would 
repeal  its  own  laws,  levying  toxee  for  its  own 
support,  and  look  to  the  General  Government 
for  support.  Thus  the  several  States  would  be 
subservient  to  the  Gteneral  Government,  giving 
that  Government  a  power  most  dangerona. 

Congress,  in  the  next  place,  had  no  right  to 
rtise  a  reveoue  for  the  purpose  of  distributing 
it;  the  gentleman  &om  New  Jersey  could  not 
find,  in  all  the  powers  delegated  to  Congress, 
any  anthorizing  it  to  raise  a  revenue,  except  for 
its  support,  and  for  the  extinguishment  of  tiie 

Sublic  debt.  Under  the  name  of  revenue,  the 
ovemment  had  already  given  large  bounties, 
for  be  would  call  them  bounties,  to  the  woollen 
manufacturers ;  the  revenue  was  wanted  for  the 
protection  of  the  woollen  manufacturers.  When 
a  duty  was  imposed  upon  cotton,  it  was  said 
that  the  manufacturers  would,  in  a  few  years, 
supply  all  the  demand  of  the  country,  and  be 
enabled  to  export.  It  was  true  it  varied  in 
different  years,  bnt  thd  amount  annually  ex- 
ported was  upwards  of  a  million  of  dollars.  It 
was  expected,  in  ISIS,  that  this  would  be  the 
case ;  it  was  expected  that  the  domestic  would 
drive  all  the  foreign  manufacturers  out  of  the 
countn',  and  it  turned  oat  to  be  tme  at  first, 
but,  afterwards,  it  was  found  that  the  importa- 
tions were  finally  greater,  notwithstanding  the 
first  diminution;  it  would  be  Uie  same  wiUi 
woollens,  else  there  was  no  neoesrity  for  the 
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gentieman's  bill,  for  there  would  be  no  revenue 
to  distribute. 

Ur.  Eatzik  said,  that  the  proportion  of  the 
gentleman  from  Sew  Jersey  nad  guned  faror 
from  the  public,  and  some  count«nanoe  even  in 
this  House,  from  a  misundeietanding  which  had 
gone  abroad,  as  to  its  true  character.  The 
public  supposed  the  sentleman  from  New  Jer- 
sey had  contrived  a  plan  to  settle  this  distract- 
ing question  of  internal  improvement ;  not  only 
that  ne  had  settled  the  constitutional  qoestion, 
but  that  the  whole  snljeot  was  hereafter  to  be 
set  at  rest.  But  what  do  you  find,  upon  look- 
ing at  the  bill  I  It  does  not  even  propose  to 
settle  that  qnestion.  It  has  no  more  to  ao  with 
it  than  it  has  with  the  military  or  naval  estab- 
lishment. It  dmply  provides,  that  all  the  on 
appropriated  money  remaining  in  the  Treasury 
on  the  first  of  June  every  year,  shall  be  dis- 
tributed among  the  several  States,  and  that  five 
millions  of  dollars  of  the  Sinking  Fund  shall  be 
applied  in  the  same  way.  Bnt  are  there  to  be 
no  more  calls  for  money  for  intomal  improve- 
ments t  Are  there  to  be  no  more  claims  pre- 
sented upon  this  floor  1  Are  there  to  be  no 
more  Ohio  and  Chesapeake  Canals  t  No  more 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canals  I  No  more  im- 
provements to  be  specially  provided  for !  No^ 
sir,  there  will  not  be  a  cent  of  revenue  to  dis- 
tribute, except  the  five  millions  taken  from  the 
Sinking  Tuna.  And  this  is  the  som  and  sab- 
stance  of  the  bilL  It  does  not  even  touch  the 
Snestion  which  it  b  stmposed  to  settle.  It 
epends  npoo  entirely  diflbrent  prindples,  and 
has  different  olgects  from  those  disonssed  hj 
the  genOeman  &um  New  Jersey.  Iliat  gentle- 
man bad,  indeed,  nven  a  EahhRd  picture  erf  the 
state  of  things  under  the  present  extern — (rf  the 
scrambles,  quarrels,  and  heart  bnmings;  but 
bis  bill  does  not  set  them  at  rest  nor  even  at- 
tempt to  do  so.  He  repeated,  that,  if  th«  bill 
pas^  to-morrow,  it  would  never  stop  the  ap- 
plication of  one  dollar  for  internal  improve- 

Tlie  gentleman  seemed  to  think  there  would 
be  some  advantage  in  rusinR  the  revenne,  even 
if  it  was  not  wanted,  for  the  mere  purpose  ot 
distributing  it;  but  could  any  thing  be  nore 
shocking  to  the  common  sense  of  mankind  than 
the  idea  of  levying  taxes  for  the  aake  of  reitam- 
ing  the  money  so  rused  back  again  to  the 
pockets  of  the  people  from  whom  it  was  ex- 
acted I  Was  it  the  object  of  the  gentleman  to 
mpport  an  anny  of  tax-gatherers,  who  should 
subsist  by  raising  money  that  was  not  wanted  I 
Or  was  it  the  object  of  the  sentleman  to  have 
the  eyes  of  all  the  States  fixed  upon  the  Federal 
Government,  and  have  them  live  under  tlie 
appreheuMon  that  in  that  Government  rested 
the  power  tofurnish  them  with  money  for  State 

Sorposes!  Or  was  it  the  olfject  to  have  the 
tales  fed  by  the  General  Government,  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  them  in  sebeervienoy  to  it  ? 
Some  one  of  these  objects  must  be  proponed. 
The  project  could  not  be  sustained  fbr  a  moment, 
mer^  on  the  ground  that  the  Qteaarwi  Gotctu- 
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I  ToonKj,  in  order  to  bkve  the 
'  retiirmng  it  to  tbe  several  States. 
TItat,  agun,  let  it  be  specially  noted  that  it  was 
»ot  to  be  retortied  in  tlie  ratio  of  conmunption, 
(ij  vhicb  it  was  rwsed,)  bat  in  the  ratio  of 
direct  taxation.  The  gentleman  had  advocated 
(be  nang«  of  hia  biU,  cm  the  fnr>[iitd  that  it 
Toold  be  easier  for  the  Federal  Government  to 
nue  thia  rav«Diie  and  retim  it,  than  It  wonld 
be  ftr  eMdi  State  to  raise  aafSoient  for  ita  own 
Bupaaes;  hat,  when  Ute  conititation  was 
jbtned,  waa  it  ever  imagined  that  the  States 
would  require  the  ^  of  the  Federal  Govem- 
■Mot  to  tevy  texts  for  domeatio  porpoM^  within 
fltfir  individnal  bonndariesf 

BoppoMng  the  bill  to  have  passed,  what  was 
fat  be  the  effect  t  The  Government  haa  the 
■iaD«7,  and  we,  in  the  Btst«e,  are  to  be  pot  in 
Hm  BtoitiDn  of  mendicants,  scrambling,  as  it 
faaa  b«ai  daaoibed,  fr>r  a  portion  of  oar  own 
moner'.  We  are  to  have  aoled  oat  to  as,  as  a 
bror,  Ike  toatxj  which  has  been  first  drawn 


1  to  l>e  setued,  if  the  Qo^ 
BMUtbaa  the  ri|^t  to  give  this  mone;,  bo  it  has 
the  ri^it  to  withhold  it ;  thos  keeping  the 
8tat«a  forever  in  a  state  of  anbserviencj,  patting 
them,  be  preanined,  on  their  good  behavior. 

The  aaoond  section  of  the  act  is  still  more 
otiMtknaUe  than  the  first.  Whatiaitl  Whv, 
Qie  oUect  is  to  ^tplf ,  in  the  same  objectionable 
W17,  ilie  ftmds  set  apart  for  the  paTment  of  the 
pi^&debt — to  postpone  indefinitely  the  pay- 
BMt  of  the  Dational  debt. 

Ttaa  hronght  np^  at  onoe,  the  questioD, 
whrtber  oar  national  debt  ever  ought  to  be 
prid  t  Whether  a  national  debt  was  indeed  a 
■■■""■ri  Uearing — a  qneation  which  had  divid- 
ed the  sUteaiiMO  <rf  Europe  from  tite  beginning 


■et  apart  ten  nulUons  aonnallT  aa  a 
'  od,  and  had  saeredlvpledced  this 
.  to  the  people  of  the  United  SUtaa, 


to  ^tif  Oie  nadonal  debt,  fie  believed  that  the 
act  was  one  of  the  wisest  in  the  statute  boolc 
He  bdiered  that  the  debt  ooold  not  be  paid  off 


peritj;  the  rerenoe  might  Uii,  or  a  war,  or 
ether  anforwoen  dronrortanoea  might  arise,  to 
ftwart  tiieir  oxpectaliona. 

The  gOBtleniaa  from  New  Jersej  had  ofifared 
two  statemMita,  one  showing  that,  bv  the  regn- 
Iw  opsnttioB  of  the  Sinking  Fnnd,  the  debt 
woold  be  exHognished  in  the  ^ear  1S88 ;  the 
eilMr  ahowing  uat,  bj  his  plan  of  delajing  the 
p^fueat  of  a  certain  portion,  for  the  purpose 
cCdstribotiDg  it,  the  debt  woold  not  be  eitin- 


gnlahtd  nntil  the  year  1888.  The  proporitioa 
wa%  thcoi.  to  prolong  the  period  for  tne  pay- 
BMot  at  the  national  debt  for  five  years.  The 
MBtlanan  liad  asswted  that  there  woold  be  a 
sAcnlty  in  paying  this  debt,  beoanse  a  portion 
of  it  was  not  redeemable.    From  his  statement, 


it  ^ipeared  that  the  whole  of  it  waa  redeemable 


years  longer ;  but  could  there  be  any  difficalty 
in  redeeming,  even  by  purobase,  at  the  market 
price,  seven  millions  of  dollars,  by  the  year 
1838,  if  the  oonntry  continued  in  a  state  of  pros- 
perity t  He  contended  that  they  coold  reaeem 
the  whole  of  it  (fbr  it  bore  only  4^  or  S  per 
cent,  interest)  by  purchase,  at  any  time,  after 
the  manner  proposed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Uissonri.  The  stock  coiud  be  obtained  ai  par, 
or  a  litUe  above  it ;  and  he  took  it  for  granted, 
that^bythepassageof  a(t>n«Iy  act,  the  whole  of 
the  four  and  a  half  and  five  per  oenla  would  be 
obtained.  The  gentleman  trata  New  Jersey 
had  argued  that  it  was  wrong  to  purohsse  stock 
which  bore  a  lees  interest  than  money  was 
worth  in  the  market;  but  Ur.  H.  was  of 
opinion  that  the  debt  should  be  porohased  np 
and  eitingnished  as  fast  as  it  coald  be  done 
conveniently.  He  considered  money,  idle  in 
the  Treasury,  not  only  as  bearing  no  interest  at 
alL  bat  as  actually  fifty  per  cent,  below  par  in 
valne,  for  it  would  lie  there  to  be  squandered, 
and  be  always  aabjeot  to  the  general  "  scram- 
ble" of  the  States,  which  hadbeendeBoribedby 
the  gentleman. 

Ur.  BasToir  roee  to  read  some  extracts  from 
a  debate  in  the  British  House  of  Commons, 
aboat  a  hnndred  years  ago,  on  a  proposlljon 
of  the  same  kind  aa  that  which  now  ocoapled 
the  deliberations  of  the  Senate.  England  then 
had  a  small  debt,  not  mnoh  larger  than  the  debt 
of  the  United  States  was  at  present ;  ahe  had 
a  ffinking  Fund  also,  under  the  operation  of 
which  her  debt  was  annaally  melting  away; 
and  ahe  enjoyed  a  season  of  peace— the  long 
peaoe  nnder  the  timid  adminutration  of  Sir 
Robert  Walpole,  in  which  the  debt  might  have 
been  pdd  o£  The  oircnmstanoea  of  the  two 
oonntriea,  with  respect  to  their  debt,  were  aa 
alike  as  possible ;  that  ia  to  say,  the  condition 
of  England  one  hundred  years  ago,  and  that  of 
the  United  States  now.  In  these  circumstance^ 
Sir  Robert  Walpole  made  a  motion  to  divert 
£GDO,000  fh)m  the  English  Sinking  Fnnd,  as  the 
Senator  from  New  Jersey  (Mr.  DtonsaoN-, 
who  Ur.  B.  was  sorry  to  name  In  company 
with  Sir  Rotwrt  Walpole)  now  proposes  to  di- 
vert five  milUona  annually  from  our  inking 
Fond.  The  motion  of  the  £n^sh  minister  was 
■opported  by  all  the  oommonplaoe  ai^omenta 
in  mitigation  and  in  favor  of  the  pnbUo  debt, 
aa,  that  a  debt  Increased  the  wealto  of  a  oonn- 
try, and  gave  stability  to  the  Government; 
that  the  then  debt  of  ^igland  was  inconsidera- 
ble, and  might  be  paid  at  any  time ;  that  the 
pnbUo  creditors  were  in  no  hurry  to  receive, 
and  that  the  money,  for  the  present,  conld 
be  osed  more  beneficially  for  other  pnrpoees. 
The  opposition  members,  however,  from  whose 
speeches  I  propose  to  read  extracts,  were  op- 
posed to  all  these  doctrines.  These  memben 
were  the  Iron  Barons  of  the  day,  such  as  Lord 
Chatham,  afterwards  contrasted  with  the  Silken 


dbyGoogle 


ABBIDOUENT  OF  THE 

Claim  of  Jfouim  &ngt  et  aJ. 


the  u^ament,  oA  their  propheoiea,  onhappilj 
for  their  oooiitrj,  have  become  ita  historj. 
Bat  the  Uinister  bad  the  best  of  it  at  Toting, 
and  bis  motion  prevBiloi.  He  succeeded  ia 
TioIattoK  the  8iii£iiig  Fimd-~ln  diverting  ono- 
half  of  its  amount  from  its  proper  object,  to 
ol^eotB  of  trannent  interest  ana  Hnoordinate  im- 

Krtance.    The  consequences  were  anch  as  bad 
en  foretold  by  the  Iron  Barons. 

The  season  of  peaoe  passed  awaj ;  the  long 
and  timid  administration  of  Walpole  itself  pass- 
ed awsf;  the  debt  was  onpud;  Hac^essive 
wars  came  on ;  and  the  deb^  which  was  then 
made  so  light  of  bj  the  Uintster,  rapidlj  grew 
op  to  s  &ghtAil  amount ;  soon  orerwhdmed 
tbe  conntry  with  taxes,  and  banished  all  idea 
of  ever  seeing  it  paid.  Tbe  example,  Mr.  B. 
hoped,  would  not  be  lost  upon  the  United  States, 
the  duld  of  England.  The  experience  of  the 
mother,  he  bnmbl;  tmsted,  wonld  not  be  lost 
npon  the  danghter,  as  the  eiperienoe  of  pu«nts 
is  too  olten  lost  npon  their  children.  History 
was  said  to  be  philoaophy  teaching  by  example: 
he  hoped  this  moral  and  snblirae  teaeher  would 
not  tavisb  her  lessons  in  vain  npon  the  Ameri- 
can Senate. 

Mr.  B.  Joined  in  the  wish  expreesed  by  tbe 
Senator  from  Sonth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatth,)^  that 
the  debt  of  the  United  BtsteiB  might  be  ptud  o£F 
nnder  tbe  ensning  administration.  He  oon- 
cQired  with  that  Senator  in  the  meaHore  of  the 
new  fame  which  snch  a  consmnmation  wonld 
confer  npon  General  Jackson. 

Observing  some  Senators  to  smile,  Hr.  B. 
spoke  np  with  animation  and  vehemence,  re- 
peating what  be  had  sud,  and  even  going  so 
&r  as  to  say  that  the  new  i^esident  would  have 
as  hard,  or  harder  work  in  baSing  tbe  enemiee 
to  the  payment  of  the  debt,  than  he  had  in  van- 
quishing tbe  British  at  New  Orleans;  for  there 
he  had  his  enemy  in  iront,  and  saw  what  he 
was  at,  but  here  he  would  have  his  opponents 
on  his  flank  and  rear,  covered  np  in  masks  and 
disguises,  laborlna  to  aocomplian  what  would 
not  be  avowed.  Ho  one  wonJd  now  stand  op 
and  aay  "a  public  debt  was  a  public  blesung;" 
but  many  would  praotiae  upon  the  maiim,  and 
endeavor  to  peipetuate  ours,  by  withboldinf  the 
means  of  paymg  it;  by  abolishing  duties 
beforehand,  and  preventing  the  aoqniriUon  of 
revenue,  or  by  squandering  it  upon  all  sorts  of 
objects. 

Mr.  B.  read  the  following  extracts  from  the 
debates  to  which  he  alluded: 

Sir  William  iVtoiujr.— "  The  Staking  Fmid,  that 
■aered  depoaite  for  eitlngoiihing  the  dulie*  and 
4bcdUiIiig  the  taxM  which  lie  so  hean  cm  tbe  trade 
and  on  toe  peo^e  of  this  nation,  ongbt  never  I 
tondied ;  no  ccuaiddeiatlon  whatever  ought  to  . 
vail  irith  us  to  convert  tliat  fond  to  a)»  use  bat  that 
for  which  it  was  eij(^nalhr  designed.  Ithas,of  late, 
too  often  been  rebMd — 1  beg  pardon,  dr,  robbing 
b  a  hmh  word,  I  wOl  not  say  robbed — bnt  I  must 
say  that,  upon  several  oceaHoni,  there  have  been 
coaddarable  sums  snipped  away  from  it." 
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ir  John  Santard. — "  The  creditor!  of  the  public 
.  perhaps,  at  preaent,  unwiUiug  to  be  pud  oB, 
because  they  have  a  greater  interot  for  their  money 
from  the  public  than  tbey  can  have  anywhere  else. 
But,  let  their  hiclinations  be  what  they  please,  it  b 
certainly  the  Interest  of  the  nation  to  bare  them  all 
pud  off;  the  Booeer  It  b  done,  the  happier  it  will  be 
fbr  the  natfoD,  and  therefore  no  part  of  what  is  ap- 
propriated to  their  payment  ougbl  to  be  convened 
to  any  other  use.  Tb^  nuwf' 
payment  Is  so  &r  from  bdng  an  ai  „ 
paying  tliem  tliat,  on  tlia  contmy,  It  shows  that 
they  have  a  better  bargain  bum  the  poblle  than 
they  can,  in  the  same  way,  have  from  any  othsr 

Sir  WiUiam  TFyndU*.— "  The  SnUog  Fond  is 
fimd  I  hare  always  had  the  greatest  veneration 
for ;  I  look  on  It  as  a  sacred  fond,  appropriated  to 
lie  relieving  the  natloD  from  that  load  of  debts  and 
lies  it  now  eroaos  under.  •  ■  •  "  • 
have,  indeed,  been  always  afraid  that  some  enter- 
prising Minister  mteht  be  tempted  t< 


a  part  oT  tt,  in  time  of  war;  bnt  I  fittle 
of  sedng  any  attempts  made  upon  it  in  a 
of  the  meet  profiMmd  tianqoIIKty.   It  is  t< 


melancholy  conoderation  to  think  of  the  p 
■St  load  of  the  national  debt — a  debt  of  do  le» 
than  fbrty^ve  n^ons  and  upwards,  and  that  al 
ooDtracted  nnoe  the  Bevolntion(lU8).    This  mast 
melancholy  eondderatitm  to  evtty  g^llemaa 
that  has  any  concern  fbr  his  eountiy's  happinea ; 
'.  if  the  motion  now  made  to  ns  shall  be  emed 
how  dismal  wiU  this  contideration  be  rendered 
when  we  reflect  upon  the  little  appearance  then 
will  then  be  cf  this  debt's  ever  being  paid.    Is  the 
pabllc  expense  never  to  be  leaseDed  f    Are  tbe  peo- 
ple of  England  always  to  pay  the  sane  heavy  and 
—ievons  taxes?    Sorely,  ^,  if  there  is  ever  a  time 
be  looked  for  of  eamig  the  people  of  this  nation, 
the  present  Is  the  time  ft*  doing  it     •     '      "      • 
To  this  the  motion  now  made  is  directly  coutraiy ; 
for,  tbe  not  paying  off  an  old  debt  is  the  same  at 
contracting  a  new  one,  and  anbjects  the  nation  to 
tite  same  expense  with  respect  to  the  payment  «f 
the  interest.^ 
Jfr.  Taylor,  memlKi  for  PetersSeU,  observed. 
That  there  are  some  people  in  the  nation  who, 
le  more  they  owe,  the  greater  advantage  they  make, 
and  the  richer  they  grow — such  are  uie  biuikeis ; 
that,  by  the  motion  made  to  the  Hooee,  one  might 
imagine  that  some  gentlemen  took  tha  case  of  the 
nation  to  be  the  same  :  but,  for  his  part,  be  coold 
not  think  so,  and,  tbsrefbre,  differed  from  tbe  mo- 
tion." 
[Here  the  debate  dosed  for  ILia  day.] 


'WiDiRBDaT,  January  11. 
Cltmn  qf  Jfoitra  £m{F'  ^  '^ 

The  Senate  took  up,  as  in  Committee  of  tba 
Whole,  the  bill  to  "  provide  for  the  legal  a^n- 
dication  and  settlement  of  the  claims  to  luid 
therein  mentioned ;  "  and  after  an  explanaticm 
of  the  object  of  the  biU  by  Ur.  Beksis3Ij  Ur. 
Skits,  of  Sonth  Carolina,  moved  that  it  be 
postpoDcd,  and  made  the  order  of  tbe  day  for 
Wednesday  next 

Mr.  S.  observed,  that  the  subjects  oompriaed 
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in  tb«  bill  b*d  previooslj  been  under  the  con- 
lideniion  of  Oongress,  snd  he  thought  he  had 
HHne  ieooll«ction  of  tliem.  The  olaims  of 
Butnm,  of  Winter,  rad  cS  UaIbod  Ronge,  were, 
hi  beuered,  embraced  in  the  billj  and  sonie 
of  tliMe  cUiiiiB  had  more  than  oace  been  here, 
tai  been  rgected.  A  bill  on  the  Maiaon  Booge 
dtirn  bad  puied  the  other  House,  bnt  had  been 
rmeUi  in  the  Senate ;  and  there  was  a  naas 
of  MstiaiMij,  which  went  to  show  that  the 
dumant  had  no  right  whatever  to  the  land 
diised  bf  him.  Mr.  6.  wished  the  bill  to  be 
fotOooei  for  B  Csw  days,  in  order  that  he 
mi^  have  an  oi^tortunitf  of  examining  the 
docnmentiL  If  the  gentlemaii  who  introdnoed 
tliH  bill  would  name  anj  particular  day  to 
■bieh  it  ihoitld  be  pw^ned,  he  wonld  be 
ntitGed ;  bot,  if  be  did  not,  he  himself  would 
more  that  the  bill  be  postponed  to  this  day 
week.  Tb«re  waa,  said  Mr,  8.,  a  vast  deal  of 
«iitt«D  nidmoe  somewhere ;  the  snljeot  was 
one  of  importance,  embradng  near  three  mipiy 
ofKraofland  in  Lonimana;  and  he  thought 
it  Toalil  reqoire  more  deliberation  than  one 
nKMDeat,  to  enable  the  Senate  to  paaa  snoh  a  bill 
vitl)  a  correct  anderstanding  of  ite  ultimate 


Mr.  Jonsimt,  of  Lonisiana,  had  no  otijection 
to  tbe  pMtponement  of  the  bill,  that  the  gentle- 
Dui  nigfat  aeqoire  information,  bnt  be  hoped 
the  (tnikman  from  Soath  Carolina  wonld  make 
the  tliae  of  paetponement  as  short  as  possible, 
u  it  Tu  an  important  subject  to  bis  consti- 
(nenu,  utd  the  aeerion  was  very  short  He 
conld  itMe  aU  the  facts  neccesarr,  and  if  the 
written  docaments  to  which  the  gentleman 
illDd«d  mild  be  fonnd,  still  the  bill  was  neoee- 
niT.  Tha  holders  of  the  land  had  appealed  to 
tb«  Senate  for  ■  eettJement  of  their  title ;  the 
G<ute  bad  decided  that  their  body  was  in- 
onpdcBt  to  aot  apoo.  the  petition ;  they  now 
vidwd  to  appeal  to  a  judicial  tribunal  for  a 
Nttkoent,  ud  Uus  bill  wonld  enable  them  to 
t*ke  it  to  KHne  co>mpetent  conrt.  The  remarks 
(Jibe  gentlemaa  from  South  Carolina  showed 
■hit  he  waa  prepoaaeaeed ;  that  he  had  made 
sp  his  mind  upon  the  saUeot ;  and  that  no  evi- 
wnee  which  could  be  offered  would  alter  that 
epifiku.  He  ^.  J.)  knew  all  the  oironm- 
MtDCM  to  whiob  the  gentleman  had  aUuded. 
The  title  to  the  lands  never  was  attacked  on  the 
pomd  that  the  title*  were  not  legal ;  there  was 
M  iiMtion  with  regard  to  the  genuineneie  of 
tbu.  bat  die  difflcultr  waa,  that  the  parties 
■>*<i«  a  oontract  with  the  King  of  Spmn  to 
wtUe  the  oatuttrj  upon  certain  terms,  and  the 
i^T  queetioB  was,  whether  that  oontract  hod 
^a  performed ;  and  it  was  a  quesdon  which 
C'Tildonlr  beaettledbyajodicial  tribonsL  He 
^  been  required  by  the  Legislature  of 
LflnL^ana  to  press  this  matter  npon  the  oon- 
fid^mion  of  the  Senate. 

It  had  been  before  Oongress  for  more  than 


The  holders  dared  not  sell  the  lands,  under  those 
oircomstances,  and  they  asked  Congress  to  give 
them  an  opportnoity  to  settle  the  doubtful  ques- 
tion of  the  titles,  that  they  might  sell  the  luids, 
and  the  oountry  no  longer  remain  unsettled. 
It  seemed,  firom  his  remarks,  as  if  the  mind  of 
the  gentleman  IVom  South  Carolina  was  made 
up,  by  some  previous  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion ;  bat  he  could  assure  the  gentleman  that 
all  guards  bad  been  placed  in  the  provisione  of 
the  bill,  to  have  the  public  rights  preserved,  as 
well  as  the  rights  01  those  interested,  settled. 
He  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld  not  ask  for  a 
long  postponement ;  he  was  willing  to  indulge 
him  in  any  delay  for  the  purpose  of  acquiring 
information,  although  he  was  perfectly  satisfiea 
he  could  explain  every  thing  to  the  gentleman's 
satisfaction. 

Mr.  BmrH,  of  Booth  Carolina,  sdd,  he  was 
not  certain  whether  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana opposed  a  postoonement  of  the  bill  or  not. 
He  should  not,  as  the  gentleman  bad  not  asked 
them,  give  his  reasons  for  wi^ng  a  postpone- 
ment, HisreasonB,however,  were  very  cogent, 
and  he  did  not  know  that  a  shorter  time  than 
Wednesday  next  would  enable  him  to  examine, 
as  foUy  OS  he  wished  to  do,  the  various  pliers 
connected  with  the  subject.  He  did  not  know 
what  he  ^onld  say  when  his  investdgations  had 
terminated ;  but  he  had  a  distinct  recollection 
of  eome  loots,  in  relation  to  these  claims,  and 
he  wished  time  to  be  allowed  him  to  acquit 
himself  with  all  of  them.  The  gentleman  from 
Louisiana  entertained  doubts  whether  he  (Mr. 
S.)  was  not  already  opposed  to  the  clums  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bilL  Mr,  S.  would  remove 
these  doubts,  and  assure  the  gentleman  that  he 
had  been  opposed  to  them,  and  wished  for  an 
investigation,  to  ascertain  whether  bis  opinitats 
would  or  would  not  remain  unchanged. 

The  bill  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Wednesday  next 


Thubsdat,  January  IS. 
Dittribiition  of  tht  Bevmue. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonsideratioii  of  the 
bill  "  to  distribute  a  portion  of  the  revenues  of 
the  United  States  among  the  States" — the 
question  being  on  a  motion  of  Mr.  Bsbubh,  £i>r 
the  iadeflnite  postponement  of  the  bilL 

Vx,  DioBUBOir  said  he  bad  not  supposed, 
when  he  offered  this  bill  to  &m  oonslderatitxt  of 
the  Senate,  that  it  waa  in  an  unexceptionable 
form.  He  expected  that  It  would  exdte  con- 
uderable  disoos^on,  and  that  it  wonld  be  re- 
ferred to  a  committee,  to  reoeive  soch  modifi- 
cations as  should  be  thought  eroedlent,  Fre- 
somiog  tlkat  the  roiods  of  the  Senators  were 
made  up  upon  the  snijeot,  he  wonld  more  that 
it  be  referred  to  a  select  committee. 

The  pBSsiDEaT  sud  that  a  motion  to  r^er 
was  not  in  order,  the  motioa  to  postpone  hav- 


%5: 


BxBUBf  «aid  he  was  not  dispoaed  t 
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terfere,  and  prevent  tiie  gentJeman  from  New 
Jereef  from  modifying  his  bill  so  as  to  make  it 
acceptable.  In  oraer,  therefore,  that  the  gen- 
tleman might  have  an  opptMtomty  to  amend 
the  bill,  he  wonld  withdraw  bis  motioii  to  poat- 

The  Pbuiddit  remarked,  that  the  ;eaa  and 
nays  having  been  ordered,  the  motion  to  post- 
pone could  sot  be  withdrawn  without  the 
Duanimona  consent  of  the  Senate. 

So  objection  having  been  made,  the  motion 
to  postpone  was  withdrawn,  and  the  bill  was 
referred  to  a  committee  consiating  of  Meears. 
DioKEBaoir,  Bkuor,  Bxll,  Hann,  and  Sah- 


UoNDAT,  Jannaij  19. 
&abat\MaUt. 
Mr.  JoBifBOir,  of  Kentucky,  from  the  Oom- 
mittee  on  the  Post  Office  and  Post  Roads,  to 
whom  had  been  referred  several  petitions  in 
relation  to  the  traoeportation  and  opening  the 
id^Ib  on  the  Sabbath  day,  made  a  report,  con- 
dnding  with  a  reeolntioti,  "that  the  committee 
be  discharged  from  the  farther  oonaideraljon  of 
tba  snWeot." 

I.  moved  that  the  reading  of  the  report 
"ised  with,  and  that  it  be  printed.  He 
1  that  more  tlian  one  copy  for  each 
<T  shonld  be  provided,  that  be  might  send 
copiea  to  bis  oonstitnenta.  He  believed  that 
legislation  npon  the  snbjeot  was  improper,  and 
that  nine  hundred  and  ninety-nine  in  a  thou- 
aand  were  opposed  to  an;  legMative  inter- 
ference, inasmncb  as  it  would  have  a  tendency 
to  onite  religioos  inatitntiona  with  the  Govern- 

liCr.  Ohahbbbb  moved  that  one  thousand 
copies  be  printed,  and  Ilr.  Hj.Tm,  that  three 
thonsand  copies  be  printed,  for  the  use  of  the 
Senate. 

Ur.  Ohutolbb  said  he  had  no  objection  to 
th«  printing  of  any  nnmher  of  copies,  except  as 
to  principle :  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  it 
was  right  to  order  a  large  number  of  copies 
to  be  printed  until  the  Senate  knew  what  it 
was,  and  that  they  ahonld  not  be  ordered  until 
the  report  bad  been  read,  as  It  might  seem  to 
imply  that  tbey  approved  of  the  report. 

Hr.  JoBireoif  said  he  had  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  reading  of  the  report,  bec^ise  he  did 
not  wish  to  trouble  the  Senato  with  the  read- 
ing of  any  of  his  reports.  He  believed  that 
these  petitions  and  memorials  in  relation  to 
Snnday  mails,  were  bnt  the  entering  wedge  of 
a  soheme  to  make  this  Government  a  religions 
instead  of  a  social  and  political  institutiou; 
they  were  widely  circulated,  and  people  were 
indnoed  to  sign  them  without  reflectiog  npon 
the  snlject  or  the  consequences  whioh  would 
result  from  the  adoption  of  the  messnre  pro- 
posed. There  was  notbing  more  Improper  than 
the  interference  of  Oongress  in  tliiB  matter. 

Ur.  OHiMWaM  disag^ed  wilii  the  gentleman 


from  Uaine,  that  ordering  a  large  nnmbw  wonld 
imply  any  assent  to  the  principles  adopted  in 
tbe  report.  Ndtber  did  he  agree  with  tiie  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  that  the  adoption  of 
the  measure  prayed  for  wonld  have  a  bad  ten- 
dency, and  that  legialation  upon  the  aabject 
would  be  improDer.  Some  had  asserted  that 
this  measure  dio  tend  to  unite  religious  with 
onr  political  institutions,  and  others  had  assert- 
ed that  such  would  not  be  tbe  reanlt.  The  pe- 
titioners took  an  entirely  different  gronud. 
They  s^d  that  the  observance  of  the  Sabbatb 
was  connected  with  the  civil  interests  of  Uta 
Government.  He  did  not  mean  to  be  nnder- 
Btood,  however,  oa  having  Anmed  an;  opinion 
upon  the  sutgect. 

Ur.  JomsoK  uii  he  wonld  state,  in  justice 
to  himself,  that  he  believed  the  petitioners 
were  governed  by  the  purest  motives,  but  if 
the  gentJeman  from  Maryland  would  look  at 
the  proceedings  of  a  meeting  at  Salem,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, he  would  Snd,  it  did  not  matter 
what  was  the  parity  of  motive,  that  the  peti- 
tioners did  not  conmder  the  gTonod  they  had 
taken  as  being  purely  that  the  Sabbath  was  a 
day  of  rest  \  they  assumed  that  it  was  such  by 
a  law  of  God.  Now,  some  denominationacamdd- 
ered  one  day  the  most  sacred,  and  some  looked 
to  another,  and  these  petitions  did,  in  &ct,  call 
upon  Congress  to  settie  what  was  the  law  of 
God.  The  committee  had  framed  their  report 
npon  principles  of  policy  and  expediency.  It 
was  but  the  first  step  taken,  that  they  were  to 
legislate  upon  religious  grounds,  and  it  made 
no  sort  of  difference  which  was  the  day  asked 
to  be  set  apart,  which  day  was  to  be  considered 
sacred,  whether  it  was  the  first  day  or  the 
seventh,  the  principle  was  wrong.  It  wh 
npon  this  ground  that  the  ctMumittee  wmt  in 
making  their  report 

The  resolution  tbat  tiie  oonunittee  be  dis- 
charged was  adopted;  and  three  thousand 
copies  of  the  report  were  ordered  to  be  i»iDted. 

Jforlitaitem  Boimdarj/. 

The  following  resolntion,  snlHnitted  by  Mr. 
VoKanxt,  was  taken  np. 

"Jtaolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Preddeet's  mea- 
Bsge  u  relates  to  tbe  aroointment  of  the  Kng  of 
the  Netherlands,  umpire  for  the  decidoD  of  the  eon- 
troveray  with  Great  Britain,  relating  to  die  aorlh- 
eailerD  boon^uy  of  the  United  BLitea,  fae  lefeirad 
to  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Relsttona ;  and  that 
■aid  Committee  inquire  whether,  by  the  treaty  of 
Ohent,  and  according  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  the  Prendent  alone  has  power  t» 
make  said  appointment." 

Mr.  MoKnn-sY  sud,  that  it  ^ipeared,  by  the 
treaty  of  Ghent  that  several  questions  remun- 
ed  undecided ;  but  that  their  decLaion  was  pn>- 
~ided  for  by  a  reference  to  some  friendly  pow- 


nnderstood,  that,  in  offering  this  resolution,  ha 
did  not  intend  it  to  operate  in  any  manner  as  a 
party  question.    The  predeoenor  of  the  present 
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Piwid«nt  of  the  ITiiited  SUtM  tiftving  estab- 
liiti«d  ■  pnoedent  m  the  appomtment  be  had 
nftrnd  to,  the  gre«t  questiaa  in  bis  mind  was, 
vhethw  the  Fieaident  of  the  Uoited  States  bad 
the  pomr  to  make  niob  an  ^>pointinent.  The 
treatj  of  Gh«it  provided  that  the  boondarr 
betvecn  the  TTiiited  States  and  Qreat  Britain 
ihonld  be  left  to  tb»  c<Hiuiitadonen  to  be  ap- 
pdntad  bT  the  two  Govemmeata ;  and  in  ease 
iher  ooold  not  as'ee,  aa  another  expedient,  it 
Tea  to  be  left  to  the  nmidrwe  of  aome  &iaia]7 
pow^  whose  daddon  ahonla  be  final  and  eon- 
cbnTe.  It  eeemed  to  him  that  thia  award 
mi^t  be  eonaidered  the  conventional  law  ot 
(be  UnUed  Etatea  nntjl  the  unpire  had  dedded, 
and  faia  dednon  would  be  the  mprame  law  <a 
ttielnd.  It  tiFien  eame  to  the  qneatuin,  whether 
thePrendenthad  power  to  mue  a  treaty.  The 
Govsnranit  of  the  United  Statea  was  bound  to 
abide  bj  tiM  award  of  the  oinpire,  and  ooDse- 
qaentlr  eoold  exeroiae  no  discretian.  The  Sen- 
ate enrdaed  no  inflnenoe  in  tbia  caae,  and  con- 
seqoentlr  a  trea^  was  made  bj  the  President. 
Ne  <me  aonld  ptetend  that  the  treatr  of  Ghent 
wa«alrea^inlimits;  itwasamereproriaional 
tmatf,  pmvWng  ezpedienta  for  the  aettlemfflit 
of  thn  qoeation.  Bj  the  Oonstitntion  ttf  the 
United  StalM,  it  was  the  dntf  of  the  President, 
bj  ud  with  the  advioe  and  ooneent  of  the  Sen- 
dt,  to  anoint  oommissionere,  ambassadors,  Sea. 
Ii  icm  a  qoeetion  whether  the  power  teleoted 
IB  ID  niB[nra  was  not,  ipto  /aeta,  a  Minister  of 
tte  Umted  States.  If  he  is  not  a  minister, 
wbtn  and  how  does  he  derive  his  anthorit/ 
to  set  for  the  United  Btatest  The  President 
of  the  iTiiiud  Statea  had  power  to  make  trea- 
tia  and  ammAem^te  with  individuals  within 
Oe  boonda  of  the  United  States ;  bat  it  was 
prorided  that  all  nominatioas  of  am))a88adors 
AoM  eonoe  before  the  Senate.  If  no  foreign 
pnaee  was  eligible  to  the  office  of  IGnistor  of 
tb«  United  StatM,  no  for^gn  prince  conld  make 
atna^  tot  the  United  States.  In  the  present 
am,  the  Cate  of  the  Dnit«d  States  was  solemnlr 
pU^jed  to  abide  bv  this  award,  and  the  fUth  of 
the  coontrj  wonld  be  violated  if  that  pledge 
*ia  not  redeemed.  Now,  wonld  a  treatf,  baaed 
apcin  the  sward  of  an  Dmpire,  be  binding  apoa 
lbs  people  of  the  United  States,  if  there  was  no 
imrBT  to  wpoint  thia  ompire  t  Here  was  an 
toona^v.  Toe  faith  of  the  Government  was 
pledged  to  atnde  b;  the  award  of  the  nrnpire. 
lad  the  pec^le  of  the  United  States  not  bonnd 
t»  abids  by  the  decision,  beoanse  there  was  no 
power  ta  mtks  this  award.    The  precedent  of 


4i  itnaistli  as  to  be  engrafted  npon  the 
■italioB.    It  waa  onder  these  views  that  he 
U  cffiered  the  resolntion. 
The  TvacdoMon  was  agreed  to. 

TuESD&T,  Jsnnar;  i 
Supreme  Court. 
Vx.  TmnxB,  from  the  Committee  on  the 


Jadioiai?,  reported  "An  aot  in  addition  to  an 
act,  entitled  'An  act  to  amend  the  Judidal 
Sjstem  of  the  United  States.' " 

Ur.  VsBSTBB  s^  it  was  known  that  the 
Bapreme  Oonrt  waa  now  holdeu  hj  fonr  judges 
only;  the  jndge  of  the  seoond  oiroait  was  re- 
covering from  a  severe  illness  and  it  was  sop- 
posed  be  was  now  on  the  road ;  and  the  Jndge 
of  the  Sonthem  circuit  bad  met  with  an  acci- 
dent, and  was  delayed  in  one  of  the  Oarolinas. 
What  rendered  the  passage  of  the  bill  peooliarl^ 
neceasaTy,  was,  that  it,  within  ten  di^s  after  the 
time  settled  for  the  meeting  of  the  Court,  there 
was  not  a  qnomm  of  the  Judges  assembled,  the 
Coort  most  s^jonm,  and  tM  seesion  be  lost. 
If  one  of  the  fbnr  Jndgee  now  here  should  be 
taken  siok  to-morrow,  the  Court  would  be  bro- 
ken up,  and  the  aeseion  dosed.  The  wcoud 
section  of  the  bill  provided  that,  when  lees 
than  four  of  the  Judges  were  assembled,  they 
shoold  adjonm  from  day  to  d^,  nnlil  twenty 
days  after  the  first  meeting,  and  then  a^oum 
until  the  next  annnal  session.  If  there  was  no 
ibjection,  the  subject  was  so  important,  that  he 
would  ask  for  the  second  reading  at  the  present 
•'Tie. 

Ho  objection  iMiag  made,  the  bill  was  then 
read  a  second  time,  and  ordered  to  be  engroesed 
for  a  third  reading. 

[Snbseqnentlr,  the  bill  was  reported  as  coT^ 
reetiy  engroesed ;  and,  <»>  motiML  was  read  a 
third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  House  of 
Repreeentahves.] 

Oitmiarland  Soad. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  extenrion  of  the 
Oomberlana  road  westwardly  from  Zanesville^ 
in  the  State  of  Ohio,  was  next  taken  up. 

Mr.  HiNVBiaxe  ssid,  that,  unless  some  ol^Jeo- 

in  was  made  to  the  passage  of  the  ma,  it  was 
not  worth  while  to  go  mto  a  history  of  the  read ; 
it  now  went  very  near  Zanesrille,  and  this  bill 

erely  authorized  its  exten^on. 

Mr.  Bsaxoa  said  he  ooold  wish  that  tins  bill 
and  every  other  similar  bill  could  be  postponed 
until  the  great  qaestiMi  abont  the  expenditor* 
of  the  pnblic  money  was  settied.  Tnere  was 
now  a  prcntosition  before  Con^sa,  it  was  well 
known,  which  would  setUe  this  question ;  and 
wonld  tt  not  be  well  to  postpone  this  lull  until 
that  timet  Congress  bad  tMen  expending  mil- 
lion after  million,  more  than  enon^  to  pay  the 
national  debt,  uj^nstly  and  partially.  Xbey 
oould  not  avert  tLe  evil,  but  they  might  miti- 
eate  it ;  and  he  could  wish  the  genUeman  from 
Lidiana  would  consent  to  postpone  the  bill,  and 
1^  it  upon  the  table.  Let  us  do  Justioe,  sud 
]£■.  B. ;  I  do  not  wish  to  r^se  a  revenoe  for 
the  purpose  of  distributing  it  over  the  country ; 
but  let  us  adopt  aome  prindple  to  make  our 
taxes  as  small  as  posubie,    A  bill  for  this  pur- 

r)  was  now  before  a  Spedal  Committee,  and 
wished  to  bear  their  report  before  acting 
brther. 

He  then  moved  to  lay  the  bill  upon  the  table, 
and  a^ed  the  yeas  and  nays  npcoi  the  question. 
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The  motion  was  loet— atm  16,  noes  S6. 

Mr.  Bkntok  «^d  he  woald  make  Btxne  In- 
qnirf  of  the  oommittee  who  reported  the  bill, 
wbioh  vonld  perhaps  sapersede  the  necesaitj 
of  his  offering  an  amendment.  The  bill,  a« 
read  hj  its  title,  was  for  extending  the  road 
westwardly.  "  Weetwardly  "  was  a  very  i^ 
definite  eipreesioD.  The  route  for  this  road 
was  marked  out  in  the  time  of  Ur.  Jefferson, 
30  years  aoo ;  there  had  been  a  great  struggle 
made  in  Ohio  and  Kentnoky  to  get  the  road 
turned  off  sontb,  through  ^entnoky.  All  he 
wi^ed  to  know  was,  whether  the  worda  of  the 
bill  were  moh  »  would  oany  Into  efEbot  the 
original  dedgn  of  the  Omnbra-land  road, 

Mr.  Ebmskioks  expired,  that  the  bill  j^ro- 
vided  for  extending  the  road  from.  Zaneeville, 
tiiroDgh  the  States  of  Indiana,  and  Illinoia,  to 
BL  LoniB,  in  the  State  of  Missouri. 

The  bill  was  ordo^  to  be  engnxaed  for  a 
third  reading. 


WsDintaDAE,  Jaaaary  91. 
Land  Claimt  tn  JIUtouri. 

The  bill  fbr  the  final  adjustment  of  land 
elaima  in  the  State  of  Uissonri  was  ti^en  np. 

ib.  Babtok  rose  in  explanation  of  the  ob- 
jects of  the  bill.  It  was  introdnoed,  he  said,  in 
eonseqnenoe  of  the  L^^islatore  of  Missoori  hav- 
ing token  np  the  subject,  and  asked  that  meafr- 
nres  might  be  taken  to  produce  a  final  decision 
with  regard  to  the  unconfirmed  land  cluma  in 
that  State,  The  particular  plan  provided  in 
the  bill  for  the  adjustment  of  these  cldms  had 
been  proposed  by  the  committee  as  the  most 
convenient  one  that  could,  in  their  opinion,  be 
fallen  on ;  but  the  bill  was  open  for  amend- 
ment, aa  it  was  of  more  importance  to  the  State 
of  Uissonri  that  a  final  conclusion  should  be  put 
upon  the  clums  than  as  to  the  mode  of  doing 
it  The  particnlar  plan  proposed  in  this  biS 
was  introdaoed  In  the  Senate  in  the  year  1624 ; 
the  bill  passed,  and  was  sent  to  the  other  House 
for  concurrence,  where  the  plan  of  sending  the 
dnima  to  a  Board  of  Ooinnusaionera  for  a^ndi- 
cot^on,  was  snbstitnted  instead  of  It. 

iii.  Chutdlxb  thought  it  was  prematore  to 
act  upon  the  sul^eot  at  this  time,  as  there  was 
a  law  upon  the  snbject  limited  as  to  time.  He 
thought  it  better  to  let  the  subject  rest  ontil 
the  old  law  shonld  expire. 

Mr,  BnTOM  was  in  favor  of  the  hilt.  It  waa 
the  copy  of  one  which  passed  the  Senate  four 
years  ago,  went  down  to  the  House,  and  was 
not  acted  upon  there ;  another  bill,  referring 
these  claims  to  the  Judiciary,  being  preferred 
by  the  Honse  of  Representatives,  and  sent  np 
to  the  Senate,  where  it  became  a  law.  This 
law  applied  to  claims  of  the  same  character 
both  in  Missouri  and  Arkansas,  and  in  the  1^ 
ter  plaoe  has  answered  a  good  purpose ;  in  Mis- 
souri rather  worse  than  no  purpose  at  all. 
Many  olaims  were  settled  in  Arkansas,  where 
three  Judges  presided ;  all  were  oondemoed  in 
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law,  applying  to  the  same  class  of  clums  ad- 
ministered by  jndges  appointed  by  ths  Fedenl 
Qovemment,  has  been  oonstraed  just  ss  difit^ 
ently  as  vw  and  no.  It  produced  great  discoid 
tent  to  have  decumons  in  Aikansu  one  way, 
and  decisions  ap<ni  the  other  side  of  an  iDviB- 
ble  line,  another  way.  Mr,  B.  was  m  fiver  d 
the  bill ;  it  was  the  copy  of  one  drawn  by  him- 
self four  years  ago;  but  he  wanted  an  ammd- 
ment,  by  having  some  other  ofiicen,  or  con- 
missioners,  asaociated  with  the  recorder. 

Mr.  Bixnai  then  submitted  an  h 
providing  for  the  wpointmentoftvooonuiii). 
eioaera,  by  the  Preddent  and  Senate,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  teoorder;  which  amendiiiaLt  na 
adopted. 

Mr.  Pbhiox  waa  entdrelj  in  favor  of  tha  l>in, 
and  hoped  it  wonld  be  passed.  It  oecnrred  to 
him,  however,  that  it  should  be  amended  u 
that,  when  there  were  oonfliotiug  clttma,  tlis 
evidenoe  shonld  be  reported  to  Oongresi.  Be 
oooordingly  moved  an  amendment  hsTingthtl 
oMeot,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Babior  then  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in 
the  first  seofjon  of  the  bill  with  the  votdi 
"  first  day  of  An^nst  next^"  (the  ixj  on  nludi 
the  commisuon  is  ta  commence,)  and  to  insert 
a  provision  fixing  the  salaries  of  Qie  Becorder 
and  Commisdoners  at  fifteen  hundred  dollan 
each ;  which  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ghakdueb,  the  bill  was  n 
amended  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  Beeorder 
and  Oommisdoners  to  asHisn,  in  their  report^ 
"  the  reasons  for  thtir  opinions  id  given," 

The  lull  was  ordered  to  a  third  reading. 

Claim  of  Maaton  BooQt  it  id. 

The  Senate  proceeded  to  the  oon^enti<ffl  of 
the  bill  "  to  provide  for  the  It^  a^jadication 
and  settlement  of  the  olaima  to  land  theieio 
mentioned." 

[This  is  a  bill  providing  for  the  settlement  rf 
the  large  olums  of  Maiaon  Bonge,  Bastrop,  and 
Winter,  which  have  been  so  long  before  Oon- 
gresa ;  and  which  was  now  proposed  to  be  le- 
ferred  to  a  Judicial  decision.} 

Mr,  SioTH,  of  South  Oarolino,  said  tlie  m 
had  been  postponed  at  his  request,  and  to 
wonld  now  call  the  attention  of  the  Senate  to  i 
few  observations.  He  was  opposed  to  the  jfl* 
sage  of  such  a  bill,  because  he  was  well  b^""™ 
that  its  provirions  were  contrary  to  the  conso- 
tntion.  It  was  not  competent  for  Gongre*  te 
enact  snoh  a  law,  for  no  snit  could  be  anlhw- 
ized  which  waa  contrary  to  constitutional  pnn- 
oiples.  It  was  on  that  ground  that  he  was  of- 
posed  to  it  The  Oonstitntion  of  the  United 
Sutes  did  not  authorize,  or  sanction  the  prin- 
ciple ;  it  did  not  authorize  any  dtiien  to  wj 
the  United  States ;  and  if  the  constitution  ow 
not  pve  the  right,  the  right  ooold  not  be  (W 
ferred  by  legislative  enactment.  There  nsa 
been  a  tune  when  suits  were  brought  by  ui- 
dividuals  against  some  of  the  States,  bnt  Uie 
power  had  l>een  regarded  as  one  of  on  "tr*"" 
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&BUJ  natore,  and  it  liad  been  taken  bwb^. 
Tbc  ruht  to  ene  a  Btate  did  not  now  exist,  if  it 
ner  £d— it  wu  expnadf  taken  awaj;  and 
;tt  CkHigresH,  by  the  pomge  of  the  bill,  woold 
Ksnmt  to  giTe  the  power  «liioh  had  been 
Tiihheld.  He  wee  oppoeed  to  the  bill  on  prin- 
ciple, on  constitntional  prinoiplea.  Be  Toold 
not  ia7  that  he  was  hostile  to  the  olum^  for  he 
would  be  glad  to  lay  hia  hand  upon  the  evi- 
dence  opcm  whi^  theT"  were  foonded ;  bnt  he 
was  oppoeed  to  the  manner  of  BetUiiig  those 
clwms  witiiont  oonstitntlonBl  anthorit;',  for 
whidi  it  was  Ifae  object  of  the  bill  to  provide. 
The  eaaea  reported  were  those  of  oonaiderable 
magiutade.  Tb«j  had  been  recommended  to 
Oongnaa  for  dedaion:  Oongresa  had  taken 
them  into  oonaideration,  and  the  claims  of 
Haiaoa  Booge  were  once  diaenaaed  for  three 
wvdo.  He  would  ol^,  in  opposition  to  the  law 
wbidt  wu  proposed  to  be  passed,  the  Cbrutitn- 
Mm  of  tb  United  SUUm.  The  constitntion 
would  riiow  that  no  anoh  power  conld  be  exer- 
tiaedhfCoDgnBa. 

Mr.  JoEVBTOB',  of  Loniriaiia,  regretted  that 
Sie  gentleman  from  Bonth  Oarolina  ehoold  have 
had  any  difficolty  in  laying  hia  henda  on  the 
pqters  in  rdation  to  tiie  oudnu  nnder  oonsid- 
ention,  te..  &o^  becaose  he  waa  aatiafled  that 
the  lure  aBoaton  to  them  vu  calculated  to 
hate  a  modi  more  an&rorable  bearing  on  the 
nbjeet  tiuu  if  the  papers  were  produced ;  and 
he  VB  ^apoaed  to  postpone  the  consideration 
of  the  mbject  a  anmdent  time  to  enable  the 

Etieman  to  examine  the  testimony,  as  he  waa 
idedly  of  opinion  that  the  pnxlaction  of 
them  TonJd  convince  the  Senate  of  the  necea- 
dtj  of  speedily  paning  npon  the  cl^ma.  The 
titles  to  all  these  claima  were  of  a  rimilar  char- 
Kter.  Thatof  Bastrop  embraced  about  one  mil- 
fioa  of  acres  of  tiie  rioheet  portion  (tf  Lomriana, 
•sd  wai  foonded  on  a  contract  wHh  the  Span- . 
Ml  Qoreniment,  eigoed  by  the  £ing  of  Sp^n  him- 
idf,  n  years  before  the  oonntry  passed  nnder 
Qk  jnieffiction  of  the  United  States.  We  ao 
fiiiM  that  conntry,  said  Hr.  J.,  nnder  a  cod- 
tnct  that  Congrees  woold  respect  the  chums  to 
Iiada  which  were  founded  on  Kranta  from  the 
Spuuih  Crown;  and  in  part  famlment  of  that 
eaotiaet,  a  Board  of  Commissioners  was  consd- 
tnted  to  inTeatigate  and  report  on  the  claims. 
Tliat  Board  did  repor^  ana  reported  that  the 
dajms  embraced  in  thia  tdll  were  good ;  bnt 
Gngrta^  unwilling  to  give  to  the  conuniarion- 
trt,  and  reeerving  to  itself  the  power  of  final 
dtfliim)  on  tliem,  they  had  remained  as  yet  Dnad~ 
Jnted.  When  the  eommiasionera  made  their 
nport  Oongrese  was  applied  to  for  a  oonfirma- 
ticn  M  tiiefr  awards ;  and  variona  oplntona  were 
(atertalned  respecting  them  when  the  appKca- 
tioB  came  before  the  Senate.  Some  of  the  Sen- 
al<>r«  belieTed  that  the  claims  were  valid,  others 
*<re  of  an  oixnion  that  they  were  illegal,  and 
oi^t  not  to  be  confirmed;  while  a  mnch  larger 


ity.   The  daimanta,  amd  }li.  3.,  had  now  wait- 


ed for  twesty-fiTe  years,  in  the  vain  expecta- 
tion of  a  final  deoieion  for  or  against  them; 
mnch  injnry  had  resulted  to  them,  and  to  the 


a  oompelent  tribunal  to  pass  upron  their  cluma, 
it  followed  as  a  matter  of  Justice,  that  they 
on^ht  to  be  sent  to  a  Judicial  tribunal.  The 
daima  being  founded  on  a  written  contract 
with  the  Spanish  GoTemment  the  performance 
of  the  conditions  of  which  had  been  auspeniled, 
it  was  inoumbent  on  the  United  States,  either 
to  constjtote  a  Judicial  tribunal  to  try  their  va- 
lidity, or  to  flilfil  the  terms  of  the  contract. 
Ur.  J,  did  not  himself  assert  that  the  daima 
were  perfectly  legal  and  valid,  but  that  thej 
were  such  as  presented  the  most  colorable  title 
that  the  nature  of  the  case  would  admit  at. 
There  waa  one  ctoiaideration  which  sboold  in- 
duce Oongress  to  make  some  speedy  and  final 
distribution  of  the  subject ;  it  was  this :  the 
lands  embraced  in  the  cl^m  were  situated  in 
one  of  the  richest  connties  of  the  State  of  liOnis- 
iana,  which,  in  consequence  of  the  unsettled 
nature  of  the  Idtles,  remuned  waste  and  nucul- 
tivated.  Moreover,  whatever  decision  Con- 
gress might  make  on  the  subject,  it  could  not 
annol  the  titles  already  existmg ;  nor  sell  the 
lands :  for  if  you  proceed  to  sell,  said  Ur.  J., 
the  claimant  con  sue  the  person  yon  sell  bv- 
thuB  redndng  the  price  of  the  land  sAld  to  litQe 
or  nothing,  creating  endless  confrision,  and  re> 
tarding  the  settlement  of  the  oonntry  for  ten  or 
fifteen  years. 

With  regard  to  the  ddm  of  H^son  Bonge^ 
which  comprehended  only  about  S00,000  Bcre& 
it  stood  upon  the  same  foundation  with  that  ta 
Bastrop ;  and  was  granted  about  the  same  lime, 
and  upcok  the  same  conditions,  which  he  (Ur. 
J.)  was  informed  by  his  colleague  had  been 
complied  with.  That,  however,  ne  waived,  as 
the  evidence  went  not  to  invalidate  the  tities^ 
which  were  as  well  known  in  New  Orleans,  as 
the  Declaraijon  of  Independence  was  in  other 
parts  of  the  United  Stetes ;  indeed,  their  valid- 
ity was  a  matter  of  such  notoriety,  that  tJie 
only  question  to  be  rused  in  Louisiana,  was 
with  T^ard  to  their  location ;  and  that  ques- 
tion was  one,  which  the  courta  alone  were  com- 
petent to  decide.  The  locations,  however, 
were  made  by  the  Surveyor  Gener^  an  officer 
of  greet  skill,  and  high  character,  and  whose 
handwritingwas  as  well  known  as  that  of  any 
man  in  the  United  Stetes,  as  early  as  1797,  and 
recorded  among  others,  in  a  book  kept  by  him 
for  that  pnrpose.  Now  If  it  were  shown  that 
the  locations  were  recorded  in  the  proper  book, 
it  would  prove  beyond  a  question  that  they 
vrere  made  in  1797.  With  regard  to  the  third 
class  of  daima  embraced  in  the  bill,  the  lands 
granted  to  Winter  and  his  two  sons,  the  titlea 
were  precisely  rimilar  to  the  others;  audthiiLaa 
well  as  the  others,  could  be  settled  by  no  other 
mode  than  that  of  a  court  constituted  for  the 
purpose.  It  woe  important  to  the  public^  to 
the  State  of  Louldana,  and  due  to  Oie  fUth  of 
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daims  ^ovla  be  finally  dispcwed  dl  The  titles 
hod  been  held  up  for  twenty-five  years ;  tasaj 
of  the  ori^Dsl  claimants  were  dead,  and  heknew 
that  many  were  held  by  minor  childreD,  and, 
on  thia  Hooon&t,  the  hordsbip  of  protrsctiiig  the 
decieion  was  the  greater. 

Ur.  Brnton'  sympathized  with  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  She  had  been  hardly  dealt  with. 
She  had  been  a  part  of  this  Confederacy  for 
twenty-five  years,  and  in  all  that  time  no  more 
ibaa  200,000  acres  of  land  had  been  sold  by  the 
Federal  Qovemment.  [Mr,  JoBireTON  of  Lonift- 
iana  said  only  186,000.]  This  is  keeping  the 
eonntry  a  desert  so  far  as  the  action  of  the  Fed- 
eral OoTcmment  is  concerned.  At  the  same 
time,  her  private  clums,  to  the  amount  of  a 
million  and  a  half  of  srpenH,  reniained  uncon- 
firmed,totheKreatiqJQryoftheclAimanta.  They 
oonld  not  maJce  beneficial  improvements ;  they 
oonld  not  make  dykes  and  levees ;  they  conld 
not  sell  ta  any  advantage ;  and  they  were  sub- 
jected, as  Mr.  BnrroH  believed,  to  the  payment 
of  taxes.  [The  Senators  Avim  Louisiana,  Meesre. 
JoHKSTOH  and  BoDMONT,  in  answer  to  a  look 
of  inquiry  from  Ur.  Burron^  said  they  were 
■abject  to  taxes.]  All  this  is  hard  upon  the 
d^mants  ■  bat  the  State  was  a  party  to  the  fn- 
Jnry.  She  snfiered  for  want  of  popidation ;  for 
want  of  cultivation;  for  want  ot  taxes;  for 
want  ot  dykes  and  levees.  The  whole  npper 
country,  the  States  up  the  river,  was  interested 
in  having  Louisiana  populated.  New  Orleans 
was  their  magazine,  and  their  store-honae;  It 
was  the  most  exposed  point  in  the  Union ;  and 
upon  every  alarm  of  invasion,  real  or  inuigin- 
ary,  the  people  of  the  npper  coDnti7  were  call- 
ed oat.  They  had  always  eone  with  alaority ; 
wonld  forever  go  with  alacnty.  Bnt  the  State 
onght  to  have  means  of  defence  within  herself 
and  the  first  of  these  means  wSB  popolation. 
People  woold  have  arms,  and  would  nse  them 
for  the  defence  of  their  country.  It  would  be 
ft  beneficial  grant  to  give  to  the  fh>ntier  settlers 
tracts  of  land;  they  would  muntun  them 
against  invasion,  and  in  defending  their  fire- 
tlaea,  their  wives  and  their  children,  thej  woold 
defend  the  country.  There  was  bad  economy 
on  the  part  of  tlie  Federal  Government  in  keep- 
ing this  country  waste — in  waving  a  barren 
■ceptre  over  it  It  bad  to  pay  the  expense  of 
expeditiooa  to  defend  it ;  and  they  lost  the  ad- 
Tantages  of  their  ooItivatiOD — the  increased 
wealt£  which  their  cultivation  wonld  pve  to 
the  Federd  Government.  There  was  always  a 
gain  to  the  pnblio  in  passing  any  property,  ea- 
pedally  landed  property,  from  hands  that  could 
not  nse  it  to  hand^  that  could.  This  was  em- 
inently the  case  with  the  Federal  Government ; 
it  made  no  profit  oat  of  its  lands ;  it  was  not  a 
cultivator;  and  tt  was  a  property  which  de- 
teriorated in  their  hands,  man  daily,  nnivenal, 
and  enormous  depredations  iq>on  its  timber. 
Ur.  BsmoN  said,  that  he  had  not  got  up  to 
plead  the  case  of  the  claimants,  nor  of  the  State 
of  Louisiana,  which  he  oonsidwed  as  a  party  to 


the  bill ;  that  task  had  been  well  done,  lUI- 
flilly  and  powerMy  done^  by  the  Senator  bm 
Lonitdana,  Vr.  Joasnov ;  he  aerttj  nn  to 
declare  his  concurrence  in  what  had  been  Mtd 
in  favor  of  the  bill ;  to  express  his  aynpithy 
for  Louisiana  for  the  manner  in  which  ihe  htd 
been  treated  about  her  lands;  to  declare  Ma 
conviction  that  she  had  been  hardly  dealt  with ; 
and  that  the  Federal  Government  itself  WHt 
loser  in  the  ii^oslioe  done  her. 

Ur.  BiJTOH  did  not  agree  with  the  gratis- 
man  from  South  OaroUna,  on  the  subject  of  tbi 
constitntionBl  question.  He  believed  there  ei- 
iated,  in  every  Government,  the  power  of  gti^ 
ing  to  the  dtuen  a  remedy  against  that  Gorva- 
meat.  The  mode  or  manner  of  the  remedf 
was  another  thing,  Aa  to  the  sununnua^  m 
Juries  and  witnesses,  in  cases  of  s^ludinhon, 
there  oonld  be  nothing  nnoonatitutlonisl  in  thtL 
The  constitational  right  of  all  olaimsats  n> 
the  same,  and  he  did  not  believe  it  would  be  ti 
infracUon  of  the  constitution  to  refer  then  ill 
to  Judicial  decision.  The  claims  of  Caronddal 
and  Winter  were  of  a  similar  kind,  and  Bii^t 
be  referred.  He  thonght  the  qaestioa  man 
proper  for  the  Judiciary  than  for  ConeceM.  It 
was,  as  he  believed,  no  violatii»  of  the  tauii- 
tution,  and  he  wonld  wish  to  see  the  olainu  set- 
tled, Ee  had  been  of  cn)inioii  that  a  lenersl  UU 
upon  the  snt^ect  of  suca  d^ms,  womd  be  tboA 
advisable ;  bnt  the  more  he  reflected,  tie  mon 
firmly  he  was  of  opinion  now,  that  snch  i 
course  would  not  answer,  and  that  It  w«>  M 
to  have  the  claims  settled  at  home.  iOndsr  the 
views  which  he  had,  he  ahonld  vote  Sv  thi 
bill 

On  the  queetdon  of  engroennent  for  a  thin 
reading,  Ur.  Sutth,  of  Sonth  Oardins,  eilM 


Chambers,  Chsae,  Eatcm,  Foot,  Hendrl . 

of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Loidsiaiia,  Xue,  IdI(Ui 
HoKInley,  Prince,  Kldgely,  Bobbing  Bowsn,  Su- 
Ibrd,  Seymour,   Klsbee,  SnJth  of  Uirjluid,  Wil- 

K ATS.— Hessrs.  Bell,  Branch,  Chandlsr,  lAi^tf 
son,  Hayne,  Iredell,  HcUne,  Hai^  Rngglu.  Snw 
of  BoDth  CsnJma,  TaHnrfOl,  l^Ier,  While,  ViileTi 
Wooilbiiry— IB. 

WxnBxan^T,  January  8S. 
LMtiteiOt  and  iVtloni  Canat. 

The  bill  "  anthoii^ng  a  subscription  on  the 
part  of  the  United  States  to  the  stock  rf  the 
Louisville  and  Portland  Canal,"  was  taken  np. 

Ur.  CaiNBLiK  sud  he  should  lite  to  h»« 
Bomi  reason  assigned  why  the  bill  should  pi» 

Ur.  Eowur  said,  it  was  easy  enough  to  §« 
the  reasona  why  thia  bill  sLoold  pass.  Id| 
naiuLl  could  not  be  completed  without  the  m 
of  the  Government,  Unfortunately  the  calM- 
lation  of  the  Engineer  employed  to  sorveT  the 
route,  and  estimate  the  expenses,  proved  w- 
roneons,  and  after  the  work  was  far  progresBed, 
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it  WH  (band  tlut  the  expense  would  far  exceed 
At  ttGaiKU.  The  csnat  was  two  miles  and 
MDethii^  ISM  than  ■  quarter  in  length,  and 
cotpuortheiolidrock;  ranch  had  been  done; 
dw  lo^  were  nearly  completed ;  the  exoa- 
ntfd  none  had  been  removed,  and  ftboat  two- 
diirdiaftliework  waseomideted.  Being  thos 
Uqr«d,  the  Btook  was  below  par,  and  man; 
^■Ni  had  been  fbrfUted,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the 
DOD-Mjment  of  the  amonnt  called  for.  This 
lorfaled  atook  could  not  be  told  to  iDdividaals 
A  par.  The  preeent  biU  provided  that  the 
Gonnmait  sbovH  take  tt,  end  nnlesB  the  Gov- 
tnoMBtdidtAke  it,  tie  work  oonld  notbeoom- 
{Mtd.  The  ezpeBditores  had  alreadj  smotmt- 
d  to  between  two  and  three  hnndred  thousand 
doUan ;  and  it  was  calculated  that  the  amonnt 
fiOTided  for  in  this  bill  woold  be  sufficient  to 
coaplete  U.  For  this  pnrpoee,  the  Legislatnre 
o{  i.tsaiaAj  had  extended  the  time  in  which  it 
wjM  to  be  finiafaed  for  the  term  of  two  fears 
hngcr.  It  had  proved  to  be  a  very  great 
w<A,  aiiKh  greater  than  was  ever  anticipated 
bf  iBf  bodj  who  bad  inquired  into  the  sabjeot. 
Ha  *M  not  going  into  the  qaeetion  of  the  prin- 
dplc;  it  was  merelf  a  qaestion  npon  the  ex- 
pdicocf  of  taking  so  much  of  the  stock.  It 
na  bdiered  by  the  stockholders  that  the  stock 
Toaldbegood;  and  while,  in  a  pecimiary  point 
(f  new,  the  Government  woold  not  loee,  he 
hoped  the  bill  would  pass  without  objection. 

Mr.  Bbakoh  wished  his  friend  from  Een- 
tnckj  would  suffer  this  bill  to  lie  over,  until 
tlie  great  qneation  oonld  be  settled ;  it  was 
bmrn  that  there  was  t,  hill  before  the  Senate 
prcriding  for  the  distribntion  of  the  public 
mofw^tbAiig  jnstioe  to  the  conntrf,  and  pre- 
TCMing  the  application,  bj  Gcvenunent,  of 
iBMWj  to  pnrpawe  merely  locaL  This  bill 
rnit  farther  tlun  anj  bill  that  had  ever  been 
jinwiiliil ;  bj  passiiv  this  bill,  thev  were  abont 
to  make  good  the  insolvencies  and  bankraptciee 
of  the  State  of  Kentnckj.  And  were  gentle- 
EDO  nroiared  to  take  this  Bt«p  f  He  tmsted 
But:  oe  hoped  the  bill  wonld  lie  over.  He  was 
detemined,  in  the  general  scramble  for  ttie 
pnbtie  treasure,  to  get  what  belonged  to  North 
Cardina — nothing  more ;  he  did  not  want  any 
iluag  more  than  her  share.  If  there  was  mj 
objcc&w  to  this,  he  should  like  to  have  half  a 
dozen  members  of  the  Senate  cast  the  first  stone 
—"these  who  live  inhooses  of  glass,"  &o.,  says 
the  ^orerb.  There  was  no  gentleman  in  the 
Senate,  who  had  not,  at  soma  time  or  other, 
nttle  rimilar  applications.  His  Stste,  in  com- 
mon with  others,  nad  instructed  him  to  demand 
what  belonged  to  her;  and  what  was  he  to 
&t  Was  it  not  his  dntj  to  obey  his  instmo- 
lioDsl  And  jet  he  thought  it  was  wrong,  and 
be  vjifaed  to  arrest  this  method  of  spplTing 
the  pa^c  monef.  If  we  have  a  snm  to  dis- 
pme  o^  let  na  do  it  eqaallj  and  impartiallj. 
He  regretted  to  hear  the  reasons  g^ven  for  that 
gnat;  and  he  regretted  to  hear  the  eqool  dis- 
Dibntum  of  the  revenue  opposed  npon  constitn- 
ttooil  groimdB.    Bj  whom  was  this  Just  method 


opposed  t  Was  it  by  those  who  had  nniformly 
opposed  the  distiibntion  of  money !  No ;  bnt 
it  was  by  men  who  were  always  in  favor  of 
appropriating  money  for  local  objects.  He  did 
not  censnre  the  gentleman  for  asking  for  this 
grant,  for  it  was  no  more  than  almost  eve^ 
member  of  the  Senate  had  done.    The  constl- 


tntional  question  had  been  overlooked,  and  pre- 
oedent  titer  preoedent  had  been  established, 
nntU  it  vaa  umoet  impossible  to  prevent  it,  or 


reftise  the  applicants.  Let  db,  said  Mr.  £ .,  _ 
oonolDsion,  check  this  system  of  lesislation 
which  shonld  make  every  member  of  Uie  Sen- 
ato  hlosh  when  he  looks  it  fdU  in  the  face.  A 
new  era  is  approaching,  and  let  na  make  the 
basis  of  the  new  Administration  npon  eqnitable 
gronnds.  He  hoped  the  bill  wonld  Ue  upon  the 
table,  nnl^  the  bill  reported  by  the  gentleman 
from  New  J^ersey,  providing  for  the  eqnal  dis- 
tribntion  of  the  snrplns  revenne,  shonld  pass, 
and  the  question  be  setUed. 

Hi.  JomraoH,  of  KentnoW,  Bnpported  the 
bill,  and,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of  iir.  Branok, 
aasored  the  gentleman  thaL  shonld  any  thing 
be  fonnd  neoeesary  for  North  Carolina,  his  vote 
shonld  not  be  wanting.  He  was  sony  they  had 
been  obliged  to  make  this  demand;  he  regretted 
as  much  as  the  ^ntieman  from  North  Carolina 
did,  the  neoeasity  of  ""Ving  it.  The  work 
was  commenced^  no  fraud  bad  been  committed, 
all  the  proceedings  were  fur  and  honorable, 
and  the  enterprise  bad  proved  to  bo  nnlnclo^. 
The  work  was  not  one  altogether  local  in  its 
interests ;  the  stockholders  were  not  confined 
to  KcntDcky;  they  were  to  be  found  in  the 
Western  States,  in  the  Atlantic  States,  and,  he 
presumed,  even  in  the  State  of  North  Carolina. 
He  was  satisfied  that  there  would  be  no  loss  to 
the  Government  of  the  United  States,  either 
in  principal  or  interest ;  the  work  was  two- 
thinls  done,  and  now  they  were  checked  by 
nnforeseen  consequences,  and  they  appealed  to 
Oongress.  If  it  was  the  first  application  of  a 
simiuT  kind,  he  would  pause ;  bnt  it  was  not ; 
and  would  he  pause,  after  what  had  been  done, 
if  the  State  at  North  Osrolina,  aimilarly  sit- 
uated, had  made  this  demand  t  He  wonld  not. 
He,  however,  now  took  the  st^nnd  that  the 
Senate  might  r^cct  it,  and  ought  to  r^ect  it^  if 
they  considered  it  altogether  as  a  local  ol^eiot. 
But,  conld  that  be  called  local  in  which  the 
whole  Western  country  was  interested,  which 
was  important  to  more  than  four  millions  of 
people — more  than  fought  the  battlee  of  oor 
Revolution  t  If  this  was  local,  he  wished  gen- 
tlemen would  tell  him  what  was  general.  Thia 
was  the  only  manner  in  which  this  Govern- 
ment could  distribnto  money  in  the  Western 
country ;  for,  of  the  twenty-five  millions,  which 
were  annually  paid  into  the  Treasury,  for  what 
Intimate  ol^eot  conld  it  be  expended  in  &o 
Weat  t  There  was  none ;  and  he  was  sufficient- 
ly latitudinarian  in  his  constmction  of  the  con- 
stitution, to  vote  fbr  similar  bills.  Mr  J.  offer- 
ed a  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  company, 
which  was  laid  upon  the  table. 
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Mr.  Jdhhitos,  of  Looieiajia,  said  lie  wsh  sat- 
isfied of  the  neoesBity  of  the  work,  uid,  from 
an  eumioation  of  the  report,  he  was  satiafied 
that  the  affsire  bad  been  properly  managed. 
Mid  the  money  properly  expended.  He  be- 
lieTed  the  work  would  be  a  profitable  one :  the 
increase  of  trade  in  tbat  eectioo  of  the  country 
was  inooaoeiTable.  There  woa  no  place  in  the 
country  in  which  bo  large  a  portion  of  the 
country  was  connected  by  bo  abort  a  canal.  A 
reason  for  the  immediate  passage  of  the  bill 
was,  that  the  waters  will  soon  rise,  and  ob- 
etruct  the  work.  They  were  already  in  poases' 
■ion  of  all  the  information  they  coold  have; 
and  onlesa  the  bin  passed  immediately,  it  could 
not  pass  the  other  Hooae;  and  consequently 
the  whole  work  woald  be  postponed  for  another 
twelve  months.  The  work,  said  Ur.  J.,  will 
be  completed  within  the  amoont  contemplated 
in  the  act  of  incorporation.  The  resources  of 
the  company,  inclading  capital,  property,  &c^ 
were  fblly  adequate  to  the  completion  ccF  the 

Hr.  BniTOS  Biq>ported  the  bill  on  the  groonds 
of  its  importance ;  that  it  was  not  a  new  appli- 
cation ;  and  that  it  would  not  be  any  loss  to 
the  tTnited  States. 

The  question  on  ordering  to  a  third  reading 
was  decided  in  the  aSrmadve. 

Tiu. — Hears.  Buton,  Benton,  BooUgny,  Bar< 
net,  Chase,  Chambers,  Eaton,  Hendiieki,  Johnson 
of  Kentucky,  Johnston  of  Looislaiia,  Kane,  KcKln- 
ley,  HcLean,  Varks,  Noble,  Bidgely,  Bobbios,  Row- 
an, Boggles,  Seymour,  Emslme,  Smitii  of  Uarytand, 
Webster,  WilUamB— 24. 

Natb.— -Measrs.  Bell,  Berrien,  Bruch,  Chandler, 
fiickenoD,  Foot,  Hayn^  Holmes,  Iredell,  Knight, 
Prince,  Sauford,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Taiewell, 
Tyler,  White,  WUley,  Woodbary— la 


Thtbsdat,  Janoary  S9. 

The  report  of  the  Oonunittee  on  the  7adi- 
dary  on  Uie  resolution  instmcting  them  to  oon- 
nder  the  expediency  of  amending  the  Judicial 
System  of  the  United  States  so  as  to  equahze 
^a  distribution  of  Justice,  and  place  ul  the 
States  on  a  Bimilar  footing,  was  con^dered. 

Kr.  Bbrhiket  said,  the  reaolution  was  npon  a 
subject  of  great  magnitude  and  importanoe;  it 
had  excited  great  interest  in  the  National  Legis- 
lature, both  now  and  at  other  times.  The  com- 
mittee were  instructed  to  inquire  into  the 
expediency  of  amending  certam  alleged  ine- 
qnalities  in  the  present  orgoiiization,  and  sog- 
gest  such  ineasarea  as  in  their  opinion  woold 
remedy  the  difficolty.  So  far  as  regarded  the 
present  Judicial  system,  no  diversity  of  opinion 
was  entertained  in  the  committ«e ;  all  agreed 
that  there  was  an  inequality,  which  should  be 
removed;  but  when  the  committee  came  to 
inqoire  what  was  the  remedy,  they  found  it 
imposuble  to  report  any  ^eclfic  plan.  The 
result  had  been,  that^  in  their  report,  the^  had 
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gone  into  a  historical  account  of  the  Judidal 
system,  showing  the  inequalities,  and  BtiUd 
their  inability  to  concur  in  any  specific  plu. 
Their  object  bad  been  to  present  the  sabjeU  to 
the  consideration  of  the  Senate  in  such  a  mu- 
ner  that  it  should  be  open  to  the  uiemb«n  cf 
the  Senate,  whether  belonging  to  the  committN 
or  not,  to  Boggest  any  specific  plan  fer  tha  n- 
moval  of  this  evlL  It  waa,  perhaps,  a  snl^ect 
of  too  mnch  importanoe  to  be  discharged  Utbt 
present  moment,  and  it  appeared  to  iiua  to  be  i 
more  appropriate  treatment  of  the  sntnect  to 
lay  it  upon  the  table,  that  it  might  be  cued  nn 
at  some  future  time.  Accordingly,  he  mono 
to  lay  the  report  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Wkbstkb  aaded,  very  briefly,  Ihit  flie 
conclusion  of  the  report  snj^ested  Eevoil 
modes  in  which  the  ineqoalitiee  might  b«  te- 
moved ;  and  the  subject  had  become  one  of  H 
much  importance,  that  be  wished  to  hsve  it 
brought  before  the  Senate.  If  it  could  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  some  esrlj  dtf 
hereafter,  he  ahonld  prefer  it  to  having  it  bid 
upon  the  table ;  bnt  he  was  willing  to  agree  is 
any  measure  thon^t  most  ex[)edient. 

Ifr.  B&BjuEN  said  he  was  willing  to  have  il 
made  the  order  of  the  day,  i^  when  thst  v- 
rived,  the  Senate  would  be  prepared  (o  set  n^ 
on  it.  But  they  probably  would  not;  if  it 
was  laid  npon  the  table,  it  could  be  called  19 
at  any  moment,  and  discussed.  Iherefore  M 
renewed  his  motion,  and  the  bill  was  l^d  npw 
the  tablcL 

&A00I  Zand*. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Babtos,  the  Senate  pro- 
ceeded to  consider  the  bill  allowing  the  re- 
linqnishment  of  the  nxtcenth  sections  sppro- 
priated  for  schools  in  the  State  of  JQssissippJ, 
and  the  enby  of  other  lands  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Babtok  moved  to  strike  out  the  word 
" Misnssippi,"  and  insert  "any  township  in 
ony  State  or  Territory  of  the  United  Slates," 
which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  WtixiAiis, 
,The  amendment  offered  yesterday  by  Mr. 
Santord  to  a  similar  bill  for  the  State  of  loiiis- 
iano,  was  incorporated  with  this  bill. 

Mr.  Eaton  moved  to  insert  the  words  "11 
an  cases,"  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Bbanch  said  he  could  view  these  granta 
of  the  pubUo  lands  in  no  other  light  ILmM 
"ure  donations,  without  any  equivalent  at  afl. 
„'6  woold  ask  the  gentlemen,  when  thej  ^eM 
giving  the  lauds  away,  why  they  would  not 
give  to  the  old  States  (  He  appealed  to  their 
Uberality.  He  wished  lie  bill  to  be  ameDded 
to  that  effect.  He  believed  he  should  get* 
his  olfject  more  readily  by  the  reconunittnont 
of  the  bill,  and  he  therefore  made  the  motion, 
for  the  express  object  of  making  some  provis- 
ion for  the  old  States.  , 

Mr.  Kam  eipltuned  the  bill.  In  the  settlt- 
ment  of  the  terms  upon  which  the  new  6t*W* 
were  admitt^  tiie  witeenth  section  i"  e^ 
township  was  reserved  for  the  use  of  sohoata; 
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in  muj  cane  tliiB  aLxteenth  aectioa  had  proved 
to  Iw  barrea  and  nnprodaotive,  and  tne  bill 
pronded  that,  in  Bnch  oaaea,  the  town  shoold 
be  allowed  to  Mleet  good  land,  in  order  that 
tbe  oriana]  intentioD  might  be  oanied  into  ef- 
fect Nov,  aaid  Ur.  E.,  if  North  Cardina  !a 
liborinff  nndcr  the  difladrantaflea  (^  bavins  bad 
aduxA  landa  gruOed  to  her,  she  ia  already  pro- 
Tided  for  bf  the  amendment  of  the  genuenian 
from  ICnooti.  If  North  Carolina  haa  no  aooh 
UndB,  she  haa  no  iaterest  in  tbe  bilL  If  the 
gentleman  wished  for  a  new  grant,  he  would 
raggest  wheUier  it  was  proper  to  inoorporate  It 
with  the  preaent  bill,  whifh  waa  for  aootber 

llr.  Bkucoh  Bud  he  was  not  in  Oongress  at 
the  time,  but  he  remembered  perfectly  well, 
totoe  ten  or  fifteen  rears  ago,  when  new  States 
were  adnuttod,  when  tliia  provision  was  made, 
tbit  the  did  States  made  a  claim  for  a  similar 
grant,  which  was  reasted  on  the  gronnd  that 
this  WM  not  to  be  oonsidered  as  a  donation, 
beeanss  tbe  Government  would  receive  an 
equivalflit  ia  the  enhanced  ralne  of  ita  own 
iwids  dtoated  adjacent  to  snob  school  luida. 
He  would  wk  how  thej  received  an  equivalent, 
«b«i  soch  lands  were  worth  nothing  t  If  tiiej 
received  no  eqoivslent,  then  it  was  a  donation. 

Mr.  Bekton  then  took  tbe  floor  in  opposition 
to  the  recommiUnent,  and  recapitulated  tbe 
teruu  npon  which  the  States  were  admitted, 
lai  Ibe  reservations  made ;  and  oonoloded  bv 
nving,  as  he  bad  a  thonsand  times  before  said, 
tbat  £e  new  States  did  not  consider  this  grant 
of  a  seetMHi  for  the  benefit  of  schools,  as  a  do- 
ntfioa,  for  the  Gornnment  received  an  eqolv- 
akat  in  the  privileges  granted. 

ICr.  HcntBiaEB  sud  that  the  proposition  of 
tbe  fienstor  from  North  Oarolma  opened  a 
wide  Seid,  and  embraced  principles  which  he 
hadnaten>ectedwonld  be  drawn  into  tbe  aiga- 
ment  in  this  incidental  way.  He  allnded  to 
the  eoDqiacta,  tbe  principles  on  which  tbe  new 
Stales  were  entitled  to  admission  into  tbe 
Ciiioa,  snd  tbe  principles  on  which  they  were 
•dmitleid.  Tbe  Senator  from  JGssonri  Qtr. 
Bcnox)  had  said,  that  the  new  State*  hod 
Wen  greatly  pr^ndiced  by  tbe  compacts.  In 
ditt  ofHmoa  be  fully  concnrred.  It  was  his 
cpioioa  that  tbe  new  States  wonld  be  benefit- 
ed by  annnlUng  those  compacts,  and  he  had 
hentofore  expressed  that  opinion  to  tbe  Sen- 
tte.  He  repelled  the  idea  that  the  compacts 
had  been  made  for  the  benefit  of  tbe  States ; 
tsid  Ibey  had  been  enacted  by  law,  and  origi- 
aiQy  imposed  on  the  States,  rather  thos^  asked 
for  bj  them ;  said  their  validity  bad  been  qnes- 
timed,  and  might  well  be  qn^itioaed,  on  vari- 
ixa  groonds;  referred  to  tbe  resolutions  of 
Lmiaana,  and  to  tbe  proceedings  of  the  Legis- 
IsTore  of  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  tbe  public 
Unda,  and  to  \bo  proximate  attitude  of  Alaba- 
ma, lllinuia,  and  Missouri,  on  the  same  subject. 
Tbe  doctrine,  tbat  any  political  community 
may  transfler  to  another  ptditicol  community 
iU  sovereignty,  or  a  portion  of  it,  might  wal 


be  questioned,  and  tbe  doctrine  of  the  perpet- 
ual obligation  of  those  oompaots,  was  surely 
very  o^eotionable.  It  was  in  derogation  of  a 
principle  at  the  basis  of  our  institutions — the 
principle  which  asserted  the  risht  of  every  free 
people  to  change  and  modify  tneir  constitution 
and  laws,  from  time  to  time,  as  their  condition 
may  require.  He  wonld  strictly  observe  tbe 
faitb  of  compacts,  but  it  wss  surely  allowable 
to  suggest  every  objection  to  tbem.  He  denied 
tbe  power  of  the  States  to  transfer  the  right  of 
their  own  soil  to  tbe  Federal  Government,  and 
tbe  power  of  the  Government  to  accept  such 
transfer ;  and  BMd,  that,  for  tbis  opinion,  there 
was  the  highest  authority.  He  referred  to  the 
eonstmction  of  tbe  oonstJtntion,  given  by  Mr. 
Monroe,  in  his  veto  on  tbe  Gate  bill,  and  to  a 
recent  oignment  in  the  other  Hoose,  on  the 
same  sabjeot;  be  wonld  not  enter  farther  into 
the  argument,  but  disclaimed  tbe  allegation 
tbat  the  ownpaola  were  mode  for  tbe  benefit  of 
the  new  States,  If  the  Senator  from  North 
Carolina  had,  in  bis  State,  vacant  lands,  and 
wiahed  to  appropriate  them  to  the  purposes  of 
•dncatioD,  he  would  not  oliject,  but  ne  did  ob- 
ject to  an  appropriation  of  tbe  soil  within  the 
limits  of  the  State  he  bad  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent, for  those  puiposee  in  North  Carolina. 

Mr.  Babtob  said,  if  it  was  true  that  there 
was  no  validity  in  tbe  compact,  as  it  was  called, 
althougb  he  conudercd  it  no  compact,  but 
merely  an  arrangement  between  owners  of 
property  for  the  diapoaal  of  tbat  property,  on 
tbe  supposition  that  the  individuals,  when 
making  tbe  contracts  for  thetr  descendants 
were  but  as  nunors,  then  tbe  gentieman  from 
North  Carolina  was  manifbslTy  right  in  his 
proposition  to  admit  the  old  States.  He  did 
not  himself  consider  these  compacts  invalid; 
he  considered  them  merely  arrsngementa  be- 
tween all  the  owners  of  a  common  property 
to  dispose  of  tbat  property.  He  could  not 
discover  any  objection  to  the  claims  of  the  old 
Stat«fl  that  had  school  lands.  He  thought  the 
new  States  were  entitled  to  snch  lands  as  were 
granted  to  tbem  for  tbe  use  of  schools  without 
Uie  old  States  coming  in.  He  did  not  see  tbat 
there  was  any  invalidity  on  the  ground  of  minor- 
ity, and  believed  tbe  whole  argument  wrong : 
for  it  was  on  arrangement  mode  between  par* 
ties  fully  wnnpctent. 

Mr.  HxKDiiioKs  replied,  that  the  Senator 
fhim  Missouri  (Mr.  Babton)  bod  said,  in  refer- 
ence to  his  former  remarks,  that  if  the  com- 
pacts were  of  no  vdidity,  then  oertaioly  tbe 
propositjon  of  &e  Senator  from  North  Carolina 
was  correct— for  then  the  public  lands^  nnem- 
barroBBed  by  all  restricliona,  would  belong  to 
the  Union,  and  might  fturly  be  distribated 
among  the  States.  He  wished  to  be  correctly 
understood.  Perbt^e  tbe  word  validity  wonld 
not  ao  well  express  his  mesning  as  some  other 
word.  He  cared  not  for  terms,  but  thought  it 
was  absolutely  certain  that  tbe  Congress  of  the 
United  States,  in  passinK  laws  requiring  these 
oompaots,  understood  tbe  auliiject  yeij  differ 
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entlf  from  th«  Senator  from  Hissoari.  Oon- 
maa  lud  required  the  new  States  to  stipulate 
Qiet  the;  woold  not  interfere  vith  the  prmuuy 
dispoBal  of  the  eoil,  and  that  ther  vonld  not 


that  the  States,  without  these  compaots,  after 
their  admisaioQ  into  the  Union,  would  bare  DO 
each  power,  why  was  it  thought  neoeesorx  to 
restrict  Ihem  b;  compacts  1  It  is  evident  that 
Oongresa  believed  the  power  wonld  exist  in  the 
States,  or  the;  would  have  taken  no  measures 
to  restrain  its  eierdse — would  not  have  im- 
posed the  compacts.  He  would  respect  the 
oompacta  while  the;  had  the  form  of  existence, 
but  it  would  surely  be  nermitted  to  the  new 
States,  eren  at  this  late  oa;,  to  say,  that  they 
had  hard  bargtuni.  and  that  Oongress  on^t 
not  to  retain  the  advantages  they  guned.  Mr. 
H.  spoke  of  the  politicu  balance  whidi  had 
originally  a^justea  the  powers  of  government 
between  the  States  and  the  Union,  and  eud  that, 
if  tiiis  balance  were  destroyed  by  oeesions,  on 
the  part  of  the  States  to  the  Federal  Oovem- 
ment,  whether  of  abstract  political  power  or 
the  object  of  Ita  exerdse,  thw  system  wu  de- 
stroyed. 

lb.  BxBBm  sidd  he  had  ^ven  a  notioe  yeo- 
terday,  and,  fbr  the  purpose  of  r«deeming  his 
pledge,  he  moved  to  lay  the  bill  apon  the  table, 
and  that  the  Senate  proceed  to  Uie  considera- 
tion of  Executive  bnsiness ;  which  motion  pre- 

Tbubsda.t,  February  5, 


The  following  resoIntloD,  yesterday  submit- 
ted by  Mr.  Haike,  was  taken  up  for  consider- 

"Betolved,  Tbitt  the  President  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  cause  to  be  Isid  before  the 
Senate  a  detailed  statemeDt  of  the  expenses  iucorred 
In  Gtdng  out  and  preparing  &a  eipeditioa  for  ei- 
ploriog  the  Pacific  Ocem  snd  South  Seas ;  together 
with  the  additional  unouuti  which  will  be  neces- 
nry  to  cover  all  the  expenses  of  sucb  sn  eipeditioa, 
And  that  be  be  tlso  requested  to  esuse  to  be  sub- 
mitted a  detailed  statement,  ehowlng  tbe  several 
amounts  transferred  from  Ue  different  heads  of  ap- 
propriations for  the  sapport  of  the  navy  to  this  ob- 
ject, and  the  authority  by  which  soeh  ttanirfBis  have 
been  made." 

In  explanation  of  the  otfject  of  the  resoln- 
tion — 

Hr.  Hatnx  said  it  had  been  submitted  by 
him  under  the  direotJon  of  the  Committee  on 
Naval  Afisirs.  A  bill  from  the  House  of  Kep- 
resentatives,  appropriating  50,000  dollars  for 
the  purpose  of  exploring  the  Pacific  Ocean  and 
BoDth  Seas,  bad  been  referred  to  that  oommit- 
tee,  in  consequence  of  which,  their  chairman 
had  been  directed  to  address  a  letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  requiring  of  him  an  ex- 
planation of  the  views  of  the  Department  as  to 
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the  oltjects  of  the  expedition,  and  a  statement 
of  the  enwnses  already  incurred,  with  an  eeti- 
mate  of  the  further  expense  that  would  be  in- 
curred in  fitting  it  ont.  An  answer  had  been 
received  from  the  Secretary,  which  w 
together  satisfactory  to  Ihe  oommll 
had  given  an  explanation  of  the  plan  of  the  ei- 
pedition,  and  wbat  had  already  been  done  in 
hrtheranoe  of  it;  stated  some  of  the  exj^nsea 
whkh  had  been  incurred,  hut  did  not  give  aU 
the  informatloD  reqnired.  The  want  of  the 
aoconnta  was  the  reason  allured  why  the  derared 
information  had  not  been  afforded.  In  the  ex- 
amination of  the  solfjeot  by  the  committee, 
some  circumstances  had  occurred,  which  in- 
duced them  to  submit  this  call.  In  order  to 
present  to  the  Senate  the  views  which  influ- 
enced the  committee^  lie  wonld  give  a  brief 
history  of  this  explormg  expedition,  and  state 
what  had  already  been  done  in  reference  to 
this  anljject. 

At  the  last  session  of  Oonmas,  the  pn^ector 
of  the  eroedition  came  to  Waslungton,  bring- 
ing with  him  several  memorials,  signed  by  per- 
sons of  respectability,  praying  that  Oongresi 
wonld  ^ther  fit  out  an  expedition  for  the  pur- 
pose of  making  explorations  at  the  South  Pole, 
or  that  they  would  ^  in  fitting  ont  snob  an  ex- 
pedition. The  memorials  were  referred  to  the 
Oommittee  of  Naval  Affairs,  in  the  other 
House,  who  communicated  with  the  bead  of 
the  Navy  Department  on  the  subject ;  and  he 
held  in  his  hand  tbe  letter  of  the  Secretary  of 
the  Navy  to  that  committee,  from  which  he 
would  read  a  few  estrttots  for  the  informatjon 
of  the  Senate.  [Here  Hr.  H.  read  tnxa.  the 
letter  of  the  Secretary  as  follows  t] 

"  Tbe  expeditJOD  ought  not  to  be  l^rge  nor  ex- 
penmte.  Other  nations  bave  erred  oq  tbia  point 
It  seems  to  be  the  dedre  of  tbe  memorialist  tiial 
Congress  should  afford  aid,  not  fHimish  the  whole 
expense.  If  this  mode  be  preferred  by  the  com- 
mittee, an  that  tbe  bill  need  provide  Is,  that  'tb« 

sum  of dollars  be  appropriated  to  aid  in  fitting 

oat  an  expedition  to  explore  tbe  Padfic  Ocean  and 
South  Seas.'  If  it  be  tbe  intention  that  the  whole 
expense  sboold  be  borne  by  Government,  the  Ul 
ought  to  proride,  '  That  lbs  President  of  the  Uniled 
States  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  aathoriied  to  uoh  to 
be  fitted  out  an  eipediUon  to  explore  the  Pacific 
Ocean  and  South  Beasi  and  that  the  sum  of^-~ 
dollars  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  a[qiropriated  for 
that  oltject.'  The  blank  ought  to  be  filled  with 
4G,000  or  (Ki,000  doUais." 

On  the  receipt  of  this  commnnication  from 
the  Secretary,  (said  Ifr.  H.,)  the  committee  re- 
ported a  bill,  similar,  he  believed,^  in  all  its 
provisions,  to  that  now  before  the  Senate,  tak- 
mg  the  whole  matter  into  the  hands  of  the 
Government,  authorizing  the  Freeident  to 
cause  the  expedition  to  be  fitted  out,  and  ih»- 
propriatiug  S0,000  doUars  fbr  that  object.  The 
committee  reported  the  bill  i 
Haroh,  bnt  it  was  not  acted  o 


ing  either  unwilling  to  act  npon  the  Bul:t}ect  st 
all,  or  not  bavbg  time  to  do  so.    Otoigress 
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Vithla  &  fen 
iMjtol  the  dose  of  tbasMrioii,  however,  viz. 
n  tbe  IDtb  of  Uaf,  ft  member  of  the  Hoa« 
•ahnitted  the  following  rmolntlons,  wUoh,  ot 
Uie  S]>t  of  the  Hcme  month,  were  considered 
md  tgnei  to  bj  that  Hoom,  viz : 

"Raaltti,  Tbst  it  U  expedient  tL»t  one  of 
BitH  public  Tenela  be  lent  to  the  Fftcific  Ocein 
■Dd  South  Seas,  to   eiimhie  tbe  couts,  lelandi, 
bvtwn,  ihoals,  and  reeft.  In  those  uas,  and  to  u- 
certvn  ibeir  tme  iitoation  Mid  detciiptioa. 

"Raat<itd,  That  the  Preaident  of  the  Uniud 
SlatM  be  reqnaated  to  sand  one  of  our  amall  pablic 
•bii*  into  thoeeaeaa,  for  thai  pnipoae;  and  that  he 
be  Tcquated  to  aflbrd  neh  fitdUtua  u  maj  be  with- 


nc«;  and  nrided  It  ma;  be  done  withotat  further 
^)prapriauall  dming  the  preeent  year. 

Theae  iwolntiona  were  never  sent  to  the 
Senate  for  their  ooncnirenoe,  and  conseqnenti  j 
ooold  not  be  oonndered  u  sanctioned  hj  Con- 
gresa.  Nerertheleaa,  the  Beoretair  of  the  Navy 
had  acted  npon  the  snl^ect,  in  the  same  man-- 
ner  IB  he  woold  have  done,  not  only  if  the  res- 
(dntuNU  had  passed  both  Houses,  bnt  as  if  the 
BR|^  IriU  iiftd  become  a  Uw.  The  apeciSc 
npropriationB  made  for  the  generd  porposes 
of  the  K»yy  had  been  applied,  at  pleasnre,  to- 
Tirds  this  object ;  and  now  this  bill  is  sent  to 
w  (or  oar  s{>probatioo,  going  to  sanction  what 
had  sbead;  been  done  b;  the  Beoretary.  This 
¥M  itj  object.  It  appeared  to  the  committee 
M  of  the  last  importance  that  this  matter 
ihoold  be  ureMly  looked  into.  The  Senate 
vas  a  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Lc^islatare, 
ud  DO  ^>propristion  could  legally  be  made  for 
a  pnUic  olgect  withoQt  tb^  concurrence, 
Wbedier  qtpropriations  made  bT  law  for  psr- 
tknlarot^ecta  uiotild  be  suffered  to  be  trans- 
ftrred  to  thoee  which  were  not  authorized  by 
law,  waa  a  qaealion  which  it  was  desirable  to 
bring  to  the  view  of  the  public.  The  resolU' 
tioD  (Ifr.  H.  said)  fhmished  no  authoritv  for 
what  had  been  done  in  this  case.  And  he 
qnoted  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
prorided  that  "every  ordu-,  resolutjon,  or 
vote,"  to  be  obligatory,  must  hare  the  sanction 
<rfboth  Houses,  and  be  approved  by  the  Presi- 
dent. An  appropriatJOQ  bill  had  no  effect,  un- 
kis  pa»ed  by  both  Honses,  and  approved  by 
the  Prerident ;  and  the  role  was  the  same  as 
lo  reetdations  requiring  the  appropriation  of 
mooey,  or  which  related  to  any  matter  of  pnb- 
&  coDoem.  Bnt  if  these  resolutions  of  the 
House  of  RepreaentatiTea  oonld  be  considered 
M  aa  inthonty,  they  had  not  been  pursued. 

Hr.  H.  then  commented  on  the  resolutions 
pstKd  by  the  other  House,  and  ezplMned  their 
otject  They  provided  for  sending  ont  one  of 
*"*  aaoU  teiieU,  provided  it  could  be  done 
»>Uxwt  injury  to  the  poblio  service,  and  with- 
<'<it  my  increase  of  expenditure :  in  other 
««rdi,  that  one  of  oar  small  omising  vessels 
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might  be  detached  on  this  service,  Bnt  the  . 
meaanrefl  pursued  by  the  Saoretarf  were  the 
same  as  if  the  law  now  before  the  Senate  had 
been  passed  dnring  the  Isst  session.  It  seemed 
the  BecretaTy  had  conaidered  the  resolution  in 
the  light  of  a  law,  (pving  him  an  unlimited  dia- 
cretion.  What  had  been  done?  Why,  the 
Peacock  had  been  rebuilt,  at  an  expense  proba- 
bly exoaediug  the  oonstraction  of  a  sloop  of 
war ;  she  bad  been  donbly  timbered,  and  oth- 
erwise fitted  tot  this  particnlar  service.  A  brig 
had  been  purchased  at  an  expense  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars,  (with  the  undenrtanding,  it  is  true, 
that,  if  the  expedition  was  not  sent  out,  she 
should  be  taken  back  by  her  owners.)  A 
schooner  was  also  to  be  procured,  to  serve  as 
a  provision  ship.  An  agent  had  been  employed 
to  procure  information,  at  an  eipeuae  of  ^m 
five  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars ;  and  in 
addition  to  the  naval  officers  selected  for  the 
service,  a  scientific  corps  had  been  o^anized: 
five  or  six  persons,  such  as  an  astronomer,  a 
naturalist,  a  draughtsman^  and  snrveyors,  had 
also  been  engaged,  togetner  with  an  historl* 
(^rapher.  One  of -these  was  to  make  observa- 
tions on  onr  commerce,  another  was  to  write 
the  history  of  the  expedition,  &c 

The  salaries  of  these  officers,  we  are  inform- 
ed, would  each  average  about  1,600  dollars 
mum — some  connderably  more,  and  some 
The  mathematical  inHtroments  had  cost 
about  2,000  dollars;  In  addition  to  which, 
extra  snppliea  and  provisions  were  to  be  pro- 
cured. These  were  some  of  the  expenditures 
already  contracted  for,  and  incnrred,  which 
had  been  drawn  wlthont  any  lawful  authority 
from  the  appropriation  for  the  navy.  It  was 
important  to  have  full  information  on  this  sab- 
Jeot;  a  dotted  statement  was  reqntred  of  dl 
the  aotnal  expenditures  which  had  been  made, 
of  the  items  of  which  it  consisted,  as  well  aa 
the  whole  amount,  and  of  what  would  yet  be 

[uired  to  cover  the  whole  eroeoso  of  the  ex- 

lition.  The  importance  of  the  explorini 
expedition  was  nothing,  in  comparison  witl 
the  question— (one  of  de  most  important  that 
conld  be  discossed) — of  the  power  assumed  by 
tbe  Execntive  to  transfer,  at  pleasure,  appro- 
priations made  by  law  to  certain  objects,  to  an- 
other and  distinct  ol^ect^  not  having  the  sano- 
tion  of  Ck>ngress,  How  for  Congress  would 
snbBeqoently  sanction,  and  thereby  legalize 
such  a  practice,  was  a  very  important  question. 
We  require,  before  mating  our  appropriations 
for  the  naval  service  of  the  year,  that  the  esti- 
mat«a  shall  be  submitted  to  na,  down  to  tho 
smallest  contingency ;  and  yet  uiese  might  al- 
ways be  diverted  to  other  objects. 

With  regard  to  this  Sontb  Polar  expedition, 
he  repeated,  there  was  no  law  to  sanction  it 
Yet  the  whole  country  had  been  led  to  believe 
that  there  was  snch  a  law,  and  the  Department 
had  transferred,  at  pleasure,  appr<^ri8titm8 
made  by  law  to  other  objects,  to  fitting  ont  a 
magnificent  expedition.  He  would  call  the  at- 
t«ntion  of  the  Senate  to  another  view  of  tll6 
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.  sntijeot.  It  wu  impossible  the  pnblio  shoold 
ever  know  how  mncli  tMs  expedition  would 
oosL  witlumt  ealling  for  this  information.  He 
wodd  T«atQT6  the  UMrtdon  that,  instead  of 
100,000,  it  wonld  ooat  nearer  half  a  milliou. 
He  had  a  Btatement  btfore  him-^  had  been 
made  hastily,  and  was  onlj  an  eetimate,  he  ad- 
mitted— bat  he  believed  it  was  snfficienUy  ao- 
onrste  at  least  to  serre  the  parposw  of  lUna- 
tration,  BO  as  to  put  this  matter  in  a  proper 
liffht  Ilrst,  the  Peacock  bad  been  rebuilt— at 
what  cost  he  did  not  know — hot  most  proba- 
"  '  n  increased  ooat  over  an  ordinary  sloop 
Take  the  Boston  sloop,  which  was 
built  at  one  of  the  cheapest  yards  in  the  coon- 
try,  as  an  example ;  she  cost  the  Goyemment 
96,000  dollara— the  Feaeock  might  perhaps  be 
put  down  at  a  himdred  thousand,  when  fitted 
ont  and  ftally  prepared  for  sea.  A  I»^  had 
been  purohtued  at  10,000  dollan,  and  wonld 
prohahly  require  0,000  for  repairs,  and  as  much 
more  to  fit  her  properly  for  the  expedition. 
The  provifflon  ahq>,  probahly  S0,000  dollara. 
The  Secretary  <f  the  HaTy  estimates  her  at  16,- 
000— making  ISS.OOO  dollars.  The  agent  1,- 
000 ;  instraments  3,000  dollars ;  contingencies 
10,000  dollars.  Then  come  the  provisions,  and 
support  of  these  veseels  at  sea.  Ordinary 
aloope  of  war  required,  he  believed,  about40,000 
^llan  per  annum;  tchoouen,  about  30,000 
dollars;  aay,  fiv  the  three  vessels  employed, 
80,000  ddlara;  contingencies  10,000,  making 
100,000  doHars,  in  round  nnmbers,  per  annum. 
It  was  probible  the  eroedition  would  not  be 
annpleted  in  less  than  three  years,  (the  Secre- 
tary Mt&nates  two  yean  and  a  lutlf,)  makins 
800,000  dollars.  Add  to  this  the  wear  and 
tear  of  the  Teasels,  Ac.,  and  it  wonld  be  seen 
that,  before  this  enwdition  is  completed,  the 
whole  expense  waold  probably  not  &11  much 
short  of  half  a  million  of  doUars.  True,  the 
bill  ^DTopriates  but  60,000  dollars;  but  this 
is  in  addition  to  what  has  already  been  expend- 
ed, and  the  sunu  to  be  hereafter  expended,  oot 
of  the  navy  appropriations.  He  would  not 
pretend  this  statement  was  at  all  aooorete,  bnt 
It  was  quite  sufficient  to  show  that  information 
was  wanted  from  the  Department,  that  we 
might  fi»m  aome  correct  idea  of  the  cost  to  the 
country  of  this  expedition,  in  <aier  to  deter- 
mine if  it  was  worth  our  while  to  prosecute  it. 
Mr.  H,  said  that  the  committee  were  influ- 


Ite  of  the  expedition  were  not  intended  to  be 
now  disouBsed ;  but,  however  important  it  may 
be  considered  by  some  genUemen,  It  was 
deemed  more  important  not  to  sanction  the 
measures  that  had  been  pursued  in  this  boju- 
ness.  For  himself  he  would  say,  that  he  con- 
sidered the  plan  of  the  expedition,  as  disclosed 
in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  as 
extremely  ol»ectionable.  Here  was  a  scientific 
corps,  created  by  the  mere  will  of  an  Executive 
officer,  already  selected,  and  only  waiting  for 
the  passage  of  this  bill  to  receive  their  appoint- 


ments. They  were  to  recMve  salaries  of  from 
1 ,600  doUan  to  2,000  or  8,000  dollars,  and  they 
were  to  perform  dnties  whioh  would  reduce 
the  officers  of  tlie  navy  connected  witii  the  ex- 
pedition to  inugniSoance.  The  obeervations — 
oosimerdal,  astronMnicaJ,  and  sdentifie— wen 
all  to  be  made  and  reported  to  Goverameot  by 
these  gentlemen,  and  one  of  them  was  finsHy 
to  write  and  publish  the  history  of  the  voyage. 
What,  be  would  ask,  was  to  be  left  to  the  naTsI 
officers  (  They  were  merely  to  coutmand  the 
s^ors  and  to  navigate  the  uiips.  The  Captain 
(sa  gallant  and  int«Iligent  an  officer  a»  any  in 
the  navy  serrioe)  was  to  incur  all  the  respcoisi- 
bility,  without  sharing  in  the  honor  that  might 
be  acquired.  If  it  should  be  the  opiuon  of  the 
Senate  that  this  bill  ought  to  pass,  and  that  the 
eKpedition  be  now  sent  out,  for  the  credit  of 
the  Ifoeji  he  should  endeavor  to  have  it  put  on 
a  better  footing.  The  officers  of  the  navy,  as 
it  was  at  present  organized,  were  to  be  mere 
navigators ;  this  did  not  meet  hia  qiprobatiwi ; 
he  would  have  them  at  the  head  of  the  expe- 
dition ;  and  the  scientific  oorpe  should  be  their 
mere  uents  and  insb'uments.  To  the  navy 
dionld  belong  the  glory  of  the  ent«iprise,  if  asy 
^OTT  was  to  ne  acquired  in  it. 
The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 


VOSBAJ,  February  9. 
Gyunting  Electoral  Yetet. 

Ifr.  TazswKLL,  from  the  Joint  Oommitte* 
appointed  for  the  purpose,  rqKtrted,  in  part, 
the  following  resolntion : 

"EMolvtd,  That  the  two  Eooses  siial]  asennbk  in 
the  Chambw  of  the  Honu  of  lUpreaentalJTM,  m 
Wednesday,  the  11th  day  of  Febroaiy,  1B3V,  at 
twelve  o'clock ;  that  cme  penon  be  app<»Dted  Teller 
on  the  part  of  tba  Banate,  and  two  penMka  be  vf- 
pointed  Tellers  on  the  part  of  ttie  House,  to  nake 
a  list  of  the  votes  for  Preddent  sod  Vice  Preadeot 
of  the  United  Sutes,  as  tbej  ahall  be  decla[«d  \  that 
the  result  shall  be  delivered  to  the  President  of  the 
Senale,  who  shall  announce  to  the  two  Houses,  as- 
sembled as  aforesaid,  the  state  of  the  vote,  and  th* 


tion  of  the  Uuiteif  States;  which  conunniiicaliatt 
shall  be  deemed  a  sufficEent  deelanllon  of  the  per- 
son or  penons  elected,  and,  together  with  a  list  of 
the  votea,  shall  be  entered  on  the  Jonmala  of  lbs 

The  report  was  read  and  agreed  to,  and  Ur. 
Tazbwili,  was  elected  Teller  on  the  part  of  the 

Senate. 

TuuDAT,  Febmary  10. 
South  Carolina  Profit  againtt  th»  Tbrig'  tf 
1628. 
"iSx.  Smith,  of  South  Carolina,  presented  the 
following  protest  of  the  State  of  South  Cardi- 
ng agunst  the  system  of  duties  lately  estab- 
Mied  by  the  Government  of  the  Unitod  StatM ; 
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Awtt  Omlma  ProttM  agalNl  iht  Hhriffcf  II 


"Ite  BcDiIe  mnd  Hoase  of  RepreMDtalivea  of 
gggdi  Carolina,  now  met,  and  aittlDK  In  Ouiienl  Aa- 
KBbtf— tbrao;^  the  Bononble  Wiumm  Snits, 
ud  Ilia  HoDOnble  Roibki  Y.  HAtn,  thrir  Bepre> 
(BtHtiraa  in  Ilia  flenate  of  the  United  Stale*— do, 
'  abch^^tbegoodpeopleoftbe 
Uh,  MkmnlT  protMt  a^iut  " 
ing  duliea  latclj  adopted  b; 
federal  GcTemment,  for  the  foUowiog  rcMOii* 

"  1.  Bccanae  the  good  peofrie  of  thia  Conuaon- 
wealtb  beKcTe  that  the  povera  of  CooKreaa  vera 
delegated  to  it  la  truat  for  the  accompluhment  of 
certaiD  niecified  objecta,  which  Umit  and  control 
tfaMa,«iM  that  eTeryexereite  of  tbem  for  an;  other 
panose,  ii  a  TtoUMon  of  the  cooMhntion,  aa  nawar- 
laot^le  aa  the  oDdiigmBtd  aaanmptiDn  of  lubMan- 
tire  indepeodcait  powera,  not  granted  or  expresalj 


Iknal  otjeda  ia  aa  eaaentlal  to  the  liberties  of  the 
peofle,  M  thdr  onqnesUMiable  pririlege  to  be  taied 
vij  by  tbeir  own  ooDMDt. 

■*  (.  Been—  thef  b^ere  (h&t  the  TaiUT  Law, 
pMad  b;  OMcreai  at  it*  laat  aaarion,  and  all  other 
•cU  o(i4Ich  tne  prindpal  object  ia  the  protection 
rfmMii&ftnreif  or  an;  other  branch  of  doDMMic 
■doibT— if  tbcor  be  eooiidaied  u  the  exeraiaa  of 
a  Mppuaud  power  in  Cowreaiv  to  tax  lli«  people  at 
iia  ewB  eood  will  and  pteMore,  and  to  appt;  the 
Moc;  laMed  to  otjeeti  not  ipeetfied  \>j  the  coq- 
Kimiaa — ia  a  Tkd^on  of  theae  fandameiital  piin- 
aplea,  a  breadi  of  a  well-deBned  tniBt,  and  a  perrer- 
■M  of  the  high  powers  Teated  in  the  Federal  Qot- 
cnmeot  for  federal  porpoaea  only. 

"4.  BecuM  mch  ada,  conddered  in  the  Ught  of 
a  r^dation  of  eoinmetce,  are  equaUj  liable  to  ob- 
ieeam ;  rineo,  aUhoagh  tfaa  power  to  regulate  eont- 
>er«e,  Hkj,  Uke  other  powera,  be  exereieed  w 
FMeM  teiiHUB  BMMibetnna,  yet  it  ii  oteari; 
tiBRodwd  (laai  a  power  to  do  to  w  mmait,  ooiD 
iafiw  natnra  otthe  thiiv  and  in  the  oomnoo  «o- 
taptatioa «C  the  term*;  aodbecaoM  (be  oonfixiDd- 
ing  of  them  would  lead  to  the  noat  eitiangaot 
nndti;  dnoa  the  encooiagament  tf  domettic  ii>' 
daMrr  iBpDe*  an  abiolnte  control  orer  all  the  In- 
tereati,  naoorcea,  and  pnrsmta,  of  a  people  ;  and  is 
inan^iMnt  with  the  idea  of  anj  other  than  a  eim- 
()e  MBSoBdated  Ooiemment. 

"t-  BeeanM,  froni  the  eotenporaneona  enod- 
tisM  sf  the  eoDftltiitlOD,  in  the  nnmber*  of  the 
FtdenBrt,  (wMeh  Is  dted  onlj  beoauae  the  Supreme 
0*M  tea  raoognlMd  Ha  aothori^,}  it  is  clear  VbM 
Ikf  pewCT  to  mgniate  eommeroe  waa  eonddeied  b* 
tWoswfeUlatt  *•  only  IndJentaBj  eonneotod  wjUi 
theeaeonagement  of  agtieoltore  and  Buuutfaotore* ; 
■adUeaaae  tlw  power  of  laying  Inpoata,  and  daties 
M  )>forla,  waa  not  undeiMood  to  joalifj,  in  any 
<••>.  a  pr^ibiiioD  of  fonogn  commoditiM,  except 


a  oleariy  di»- 


w  with  na,  or  C 


r  reciprocity  In  uieir  inter- 
some  other  bona  fide  com- 


An  be  ooDsidered  aa  neeeBary  and  proper  to 
carry  into  eflbct  any  spedSed  power.  It  seema  to  be 
expKsalyreaerredtotheBtatea  by  the  tenthsection 
of  the  flrat  article  of  tiie  eonstitatjlon. 

"7.  Because,  eren  admitting  GmgreM  liaTe  ■ 
constitutional  right  to  proleot  mannfecturea  by  tli* 
imposition  of  dutiea,  or  b*  rt^pilatioas  of  coauneroe, 
de^Ened  principally  for  Uiat  purpoee,  yet  a  taril^  of 
wliich  the  operation  is  groasly  nnequal  and  oppres- 
siTe,  is  such  an  abuse  of  power  as  is  incompatible 
with  the  principtea  of  a  free  GoTernmeot  and  th* 
great  ends  of  dtH  sodety,  Juatiee,  and  equality  of 
rights  and  protection. 

"  S.  nnally,  because  South  OaroBoa,  f^m  her 
climate,  aitoatlon,  and  peculiar  instttutiona,  is,  and 
must  erer  eontlnna  to  Im,  wholl]'  dependent  upon 
agrionltore  and  commerce,  not  only  fbr  her  pros- 
perity, but  for  her  rary  existence  as  a  Btato  - 
because  the  laluabla  wodnots  of  her  soil,  the  bie«- 
ingn  by  wliieh  Dirine  Frovideooe  aeema  to  bare  de* 
signed  to  oompensate  for  the  great  disadvaotagea 
under  which  ahe  sulbra  in  other  ranieota,  are  amoiu; 
the  rery  bw  that  oan  be  cultiTated  with  any  proU 
by  slate  labor ;  and  if^  by  the  loss  of  her  (breign 
commerce,  these  products  should  be  confined  to  sn 
inadequate  market,  the  fate  of  tliis  fertile  Stato 
would  be  porerty  and  otter  desolation ;  her  ci'' 


ciril  polity  be  Impaired  and  deranged,  if  not  dissolv- 
ed entirely. 
"  Deeply  impresaed  with  these  eontideratloDa,  the 

^ ..I 1 ,.  of  tJii*  Common- 

I  peaoe  with  their 
do  aU  that  in  then  Uaa  to 
preaerre  and  perpatuale  the  Union  of  the  Stataa, 
and  the  libertiea  of  which  it  is  the  aareet  pledge- 
but  feeling  it  to  be  their  bonndeo  dnty  to  expoae 
and  to  lenit  all  enoroachments  upon  the  Irae  spirit 


"HENEYDKAS, 

Praideta  ofUu  Bmatt. 
"BSSl.  FAMEDIL  DANEIN, 
BpeaJur  ef  Us  Emm  of  Btpnttitiatift. 
[l.  a.]    EITBPHSIf  D.  ULLER.** 

ISr.  S.  aaid  that,  In  preaeoting  this  protest,  it 
WSB  not  hU  pnrpose  to  go  folly  inta  the  objeo- 
tions  which  coold  be  ruaed  against  the  system, 
bat  it  waa  hia  intention  to  mAke  a  taw  remorka, 
BQggested  \>y  the  ocoauon.  Soath  Carolina  b^ 
Ueved  that  when,  as  a  aoTereiga  State,  aba 
aoireadered  a  portJon  of  her  territory,  it  was 
for  certain  and  apeoified  ottjecta;  and  that, 
when  those  objeois  were  acoon^Uahed,  the 
anthorit;  ceded  to  the  General  Governnjent 
waa  at  an  end;  that  any  meaanrea  pursned 
bejond  the  objeota  first  (^onteInpIaIe(L  waa  a 
violation  of  the  compact:  It  bdonged  to  the 
States  to  reaome  the  anthority.  Sonui  Oarolina 
did  not  Asaent  to  the  poetolate,  that  the  aathor- 
ity  waa  ever  deleg^»d  to  the  Government, 
whl^  the  Government  had  aasomed,  over  indi- 
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TidoBli  and  property  oomposing  the  State. 
Bonth  O&roliua  had  a  deep  interest  in  the  Got- 
ernniBiit.  She  had  been  as  patriotdo  aa  anj 
State  in  the  Revolutionary  contest.  In  that 
Btrugglo,  she  faraiabed  her  foil  proportion  of 
reeonrces;  ahe  spilt  her  doe  proportion  of 
blood;  and  in  point  of  prirationa,  waste  of 
property,  and  indiridnal  anfierinK,  there  she 
was  without  a  compMr.    She  had  been  content 


tion  that  her  sufferings  were  not  for  the  benefit 
of  one  member  only,  bnt  of  the  whole  Union. 
She  had  enrrendered  what^  npon  the  oonaidera- 
tion  of  wealtb,  would  have  placed  her  among 
the  moat  opulent  States  in  me  Union,  had  abe 
retained  it.  And  she  had  done  it  for  no  other 
oompenaatJon,  with  no  other  intention,  with  no 
other  desire,  than  her  expectation  of  the  protec- 
tion of  the  General  OoTemment.  After  that 
■tmggle  was  over,  ahe  waa  an  independent 
sovereign ;  ahe  owed  no  alleg^oe  to  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  whole,  exoept  by  the  compact 
to  pay  her  portion  of  the  expenses  of  the  war. 
She  then  surrendered  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment a  part,  the  profits  of  which  were  second  to 
fhw,  if  any,  in  the  Union,  and  which,  except  for 
the  present  ciramnstanoe&  would  be  second  to 
bnt  one  in  the  coontry.  All  this  Bonth  OaroU- 
ua,  perfectly  informed  of  the  oljeots  to  be 
att^ed,  waa  wiUing  to  yield  for  the  sake  of 
noioD,  and  was  willing  to  add  her  strength  to 
that  of  the  others,  that  she  might  have  their 
■tTength  to  prot«ot  her  ri^ts.  She  anrrendered 
almost  every  thing  in  receiving  the  oonstitntion, 
and  obt^ned  nothing  more  irom  the  Qovern- 
ment,  than  her  own  sovereignty  already  gave 
her.  She  gave  up  her  wealui  for  the  aeonri^ 
of  the  other  States.  Sonth  Oarolins,  in  yield- 
ing all  this,  never  regretted  that  she  did  so, 
tmtil  she  found  that  lier  rights  were  not  seonred 
as  ahe  expected  they  wonld  be.  Laws  were 
passed  wUch  reetruned  her  citizens,  and  dis- 
oonraged  her  indosttj,  and  her  wealth  was 
taken  and  bestowed  npon  the  citizens  of  other 
Btatee.  Although  enffering  all  these  wrongs. 
Sonth  Carolina  never  refosed  the  demands  of 
the  Government.  In  the  last  war,  her  citizens 
were  not  only  vigilant  to  observe  the  laws 
themselves,  bnt  they  naed  onnsnal  vigUance  to 
defend  them  against  the  infraotiona  of  others. 
During  seven  years  of  the  old  war,  it  was  her 
pride  to  eaSer  for  the  general  good  ;  and  npon 
the  retnm  of  peaoe^  the  feoe  of  her  country  was 
indeed  a  dreary  waste.  She  had  risen  again,  but 
aft«r  three  years  of  the  last  war,  she  was  again 
reduced;  yoor  embai^  and  your  non-inter-' 
ooDrse  laws  had  prevented  her  sending  ont  her 
prodncta;  she  was  obliged  to  retidn  them,  and 
on  the  retnm  of  peace  a  second  tima,  she  was 
again  in  poverty.  Kews  of  the  peace  waa 
received  in  Febmary,  16IC ;  a  law  impomng  an 
extra  dntj  for  the  protection  of  mann&otnrea 
dragged  on  the  heels  of  that  dedaration.  You 
were  then  to!^  for  the  first  time,  that  there 
was  a  great  and  important  manufacturing  inter- 


est in  the  oonntry,  which  called  alond  for  yonr 
protection.  Oarolina  yielded,  nnder  the  im- 
presahm  tliat  the  stipolatioa  waa  to  render 
protection  to  any  Btate,  even  if  it  was  not  for 
the  general  good.  When  Oongress  laid  doable 
duties  for  the  protection  of  the  war,  and  it  waa 
with  difficol^  that  yon  got  along  with  yoor 
doQble  dntiea,  when  the  war  waa  at  an  end, 
and  the  dntiea  to  be  repealed,  yon  were  told  that 
yon  had  committed  yonnelvee — that  yon  were 

Sledged  to  protect  the  mannfactnrers.  The 
ouble  duties  were  retted.  This  was  yielded 
to  under  a  pledge  that  it  was  only  for  a  few 
years;  that  in  a  short  tame,  tlie  mannfactnren 
of  this  conntry  wonld  be  able  to  compete  with 
thoee  of  other  countries;  that  then  the  people 
would  be  satisfied,  and  the  dutiee  wonld  be 
reduced.  Sofarfromthia,theoMuinfactorieahad 
increased ;  the  prosperity  of  one  had  induced 
others  to  embark  in  the  bneinesej  and  there 
had  been  constant  ^)plioationB  for  new  dntiesi 
which  hod  been  granted.  South  Carolina  haa  pro- 
tested agunst  these  dnties :  he  did  not  know  tliat 
the  constitntion  aclmowledged  tUsprindple ;  he 
did  know  that  the  constitution  had  not  lately 
I>een  looked  to.  Constitutional  argument*  had 
been  used,  which  had  never  been  replied  to. 

Since  the  year  1816,  there  had  not  been  any  at- 
tempt to  increase  the  dntiea,  which  had  not  bewi 
opposed,  bnt  had  been  met  by  memorials  and 
petiti<ais  from  Sonth  Oarolina.  To  whom  had 
thc^  been  referred?  TotheOommitteeonUan- 
nfkoturefl.  Twelve  mtmtha  ago,  the  Legialatnie 
of  Sonth  Carolina  rmntmatnted,  and  in  strong 
tenns,  against  any  more  protecting  dnties.  And 
this,  too,  had  gone  to  the  Oommittee  on  Uann- 
bcturea.  Petition,  and  remonstrance,  and  pro- 
teat,  had  been  preeentedj  and  they  haid  all  been 
referred  to  the  Oonmnttee  on  Manufactures. 
What  had  been  the  result  I  Whether  there  was 
no  intention  to  attend  to  them,  when  referred, 
or  what  motives  had  actuated  tben^  he  did  not 
know,  bnt  he  had  never  seen  from  that  conomit- 
tee  any  detailed  report  npon  what  grounds  tbej 
had  consdered  them,  and  decided  against  them. 
The  committee  always  came  in  wiiL  a  bill,  or 
rather  an  amendment  to  a  bill,  putting  on 
additional  duties,  bnt  never  aooompanic^  by 
any  report  ^ving  their  reasons.  They  hod,  in 
argnment.  Aid  the  good  of  the  conntry  reqnired 
the  additiouol  duty ;  and,  year  after  year,  the 
memorialsfrom  South  Oarolina  had  slept  in  the 
archLvea  of  the  Senate,  if,  indeed,  they  had  ever 
been  honored  with  a  place  there.  They  had 
Seen  read  from  the  desk  of  the  Secretary  when 
presented,  and  never  seen  the  light  again. 

Mr.  Haybk  rose  and  sud,  that  the  importance 
of  the  subject,  and  the  Intense  interest  it  had 
excited  among  his  constituents,  mnst  be  his 
^mlogv  for  Klding  a  few  words  to  what  had 
fallen  n\>m  his  colleague.  He  knew  that  every 
thing  which  proceeded  fhmi  so  high  a  source 
aa  one  of  the  sovereign  and  independent  Stales 
of  this  Confederacy,  was  entitled  to  roc«ire, 
and,  he  trusted,  idwaya  would  receive,  the 
moat  re^ectfnl  oonsderation  here.    It  was  not 
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nmodi,  tlierefore,  (said  Mr.  H.J  to  invito  the 
«ra«t  tttentioD  of  the  SeoAte  to  this  protest, 
K  to  do  jmtice  to  mj  own  feelingH,  and  to  ful- 
fil mj  obUgatiooa  as  one  of  the  ReprasentstiTeB 
of  SindL  (^roltna,  that  I  now  proceed  to  make 
1  few  Franai^  raggeeted  bj  the  occasion. 

One  of  the  moat  mihappj-  circnnistanceB  con- 
DMl«d  with  the  prMeat  condition  of  the  Soath- 
en  States  was,  the  great,  he  might,  perhapB, 
Hj,  the  insaperable  difiScnltj  of  causing  their 
Hotiments  and  feelings  to  be  made  known,  so  as 
to  be  nndenrtood  and  appreciated  bj  their 
Mow-citizena  in  other  quarters  of  the  Union. 
Tiewing  the  United  Stales  as  one  comitiy,  the 
people  of  the  Boath  might  almost  be  conaidered 
■■  strBngecB  In  the  land  of  their  fathers.  The 
tniit«  of  their  indnstr;  bad,  from  the  policy  pur; 
■aed  bj  the  FUerd  GoTemmeat  for  manj 
yesrs  past,  been  flowing  to  the  North,  in  a  cur- 
rent as  steady  and  nndeviating  aa  the  waters 
of  the  great  Qolf ;  and  as  the  sooreea  of  onr 
proepcrity  were  diying  np,  that  reciprocal  in- 
t«rcoane  whioh  had  softened  asperities,  and 
bonnd  the  diffi^-ent  parts  of  the  conntry 
together,  in  the  bonds  oi  common  sympathy  and 
Bffe<:tioit,hKd,inagreatmeagore,oBssed.  That 
close  and  intimate  commonion,  necessary  to  a 
foH  knowledge  of  each  other,  no  longer  existed, 
and  in  its  f&ee  there  was  springing  np  (it  is 
naelesi  to  dugnise  the  tmth)  among  the  people 
In  opporito  qiurten  of  the  Union,  a  spirit  of 
jealmisy  and  distrast,  founded  on  a  settled  oon- 
Tictioa,  on  the  one  part,  that  they  are  the  vic- 
tbns  01  iq)nstio^  and  on  the  other,  that  onr 
eomplainti^  if  notgroandleBi,may  be  safely  dis- 
regwded.  The  people  of  Uie  Sonth  are  well 
aware  of  the  evfle  growing  ont  of  this  nnhappy 
elite  of  things;  ud  of  none  are  they  more 
deeply  senaibw  Oaa  that  (trom  caoses  to  which 
I  shall  not  now  advert)  Oie  eyes  of  onr  brethren 
hate  been  dooed  to  onr  tnie  condition,  and 
tbnr  hearts  dint  agunst  onr  jnst  complaints. 
Ahhoodi  South  Carolina,  in  common  with  sev- 
crtl  of  her  stster  States,  had,  on  former  occa- 
lioBS,  arowed  the  principles  oontuned  in  the 
pntaat,  yet,  it  may  be  well  doubted  (If  we  are 
to  judge  from  what  we  hear  and  see  aronnd 
ns]  whether  it  is  believed,  north  of  the  Potomac, 
that  she  really  entertains  them :  for,  in  the  face 
of  the  solemn  declarations  of  her  people,  and 


ndring  them  in  ndn,  we  still  find  the  pnblio 
car  abused,  and  the  pnblio  mind  deluded,  by 
exiggerst«d  statements  of  onr  uninterrupted 
proq>«rity  and  happiness.  It  has  ever  been  in- 
RQoated,  here,  at  the  very  seat  of  GoTemment, 
that  the  enlightened  public  opinion  of  the 
South  is  in  favor  of  this  polioy,  and  that  the 
excitement  which  prev^  there  is  merely 
"artificial,"  if  it  haatiot  been  "gotupfbrpai^ 


S^^iii 


this  stale  of  things,  let  me  sasnre  gentle- 
[fferad  to  contdnne,  or  it  vrill 


onr  constituents  shonld  be  expressed  in  the 
most  deliberate  and  impoung  lorm.  In  a  man- 
ner no  longer  to  be  misnnderstood  or  misrepre- 
sented. The  Legislatore  of  Sonth  Carolma, 
coming  directly  ^m  the  people,  have,  at  their 
late  sesdon,  with  a  unanimity  without  exam- 
ple, instructed  their  Senators  to  lay  this  their 
protest  before  yon.  In  obedience  to  that 
command,  my  colleague  and  myself  here,  in  our 
places,  in  the  presence  of  the  Eepresenlatives  of 
the  several  States,  and  in  the  face  of  the  whole 
American  people,  solemnly  protest  ag^nst  the 
system  of  protecting  duties,  as  "  mrooBSTrru- 
TioRix,  opi>BXB8ivc,  and  tutjcst."  We  desire 
that  this  record  may  bear  witness  for  ns  to  oil 
fttnre  times,  that  we  have  earnestly  remon- 
strated with  onr  brethren  against  the  esteudon 
of  an  unwarrantable  Jurisdiction  over  us ;  and 
with  foil  experience  01  the  ruinous  effects  of  tiie 
system  of  protecting  duties,  have  denounced  It 
as  utterly  destructive  of  our  interests.  The 
people  of  South  Carolina  find  themselves  im- 
pelled, by  their  attachment  to  the  principles  of 
the  oonstitotion,  and  by  a  proud  recollection  of 
oommon  dangers,  and  common  triumphs,  to 
endeavor  to  preserve  for  themselves  and  their 
posterity,  those  rights  and  privileges  secured 
to  them  by  the  great  Oliarter  of  our  Libertiea, 
and  consecrated  by  the  blood  of  our  fathers. 
It  is  (to  nse  the  lanenage  of  the  protest)  "  be- 
cause they  snxioady  desire  to  live  in  peace 
with  their  brethren,  to  do  all  that  in  them  lies 
to  preserve  and  perpetuate  the  union  of  the 
States,  and  the  liberties  of  which  it  is  the 
surest  pledge,"  that  they  now  protest  against 
a  system,  which  not  only  urns  a  fatal  blow  at 
the  prosperity  of  Bontb  Csrolino,  (dependent  as 
she  mnst  ever  continue  upon  ogricnltore  and 
commerce,)  but  which  threatens  her  very  exist- 
ence as  a  State. 

Or.  DioKEBSoir,  in  reply  to  the  remarks  of 
Hi.  SioTB,  upon  the  Oommitt«e  on  Mannfac- 
toreti,  showed  that  the  Stete  of  Sonth  Carolina 
had  never  experienced  the  least  disrespect  in 
regard  to  her  memorials;  but  tbey  hod  been 
printed,'  and  were  on  file. 

Hr.  Smtth  said,  if  the  Chairman  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Hannfactnres  would  show  him  a 
SQOtunct  report  upon  these  memorials,  he  would 
ask  the  gentleman's  pardon.  He  meant  to  make 
no  reflections  upon  that  committee. 

Mr.  DicKBBsoK  replied,  that  he  considered  re- 
porting a  bill  as  reporting  against  the  remon- 


The  protest  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

WKDiTBsniT,  Febmary  11. 
Counting  EUctoral  Vota. 
At  twelve  o'clock  the  members  of  the  Senate 
reptired  to  the  chamber  of  the  Honse  of  Rep- 
resentatives, where  the  votes  were  connteoL 
and  the  Yice  Frerident  made  proclamation  of 
the  resolL    [See  the  proceedings  of  the  Eoqm 
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of  Bepreeentatives  of  thia  day.]  Afl«r  retorn- 
ina  to  the  Senate  obainber, 

Mr.  Tazcwhx  said,  the  Joint  committee  ap- 
pointed for  Hiat  porpow  bad  aacert^ed  and 
reported  the  resnlt  of  the  d«oldon  for  Preaident, 
and  had  directed  htm  to  more  that  a  oommittee 
<^  one  be  appointed  to  Joint  a  committee  on  the 
part  of  the  Honw,  to  mform  Andrew  Jaokson 
that  he  haa  thia  day  beea  elected  Preddent  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr.  TAznrau,  waa  then  ohoaen  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  ti  the  Senate. 

FEn>i.T,  Febmary  90. 
Tht  Sintittg  Futtd. 

Mr.  Shiih,  of  Maryland,  fWan  the  Committee 
on  Fmanoe,  to  which  waa  referred  certain 
molntionB  on  the  13th  of  January  laat,  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Sinking  Fond  and  the  public  debt, 
made  armort  tlierwHi. 

Onmotionof  Mr.  SneaxB,  it  waa  ordered  that 
one  thooaand  extra  oopiea  be  printed. 

Mr.  Moliun  aud  that,  while  he  had  no  ob- 
jection to  &a  priating,  he  owed  to  himself  to 
atate  that,  to  the  ooncliuion  of  the  report  on 
the  first  resolntion  to  which  it  relied,  he  dis- 
sented from  a  msjority  of  the  oommittee.  The 
report  in  regard  to  the  other  resolations,  inde- 
pMideut  of  its  reasoning  and  the  groonda  on 
whidh  the  ocmdiuioiis  were  predicated,  had  his 
assent.  Witbont  detaining  the  Senate  at  tiiis 
time,  he  would  take  tLe  opportonity  of  explain- 
ing his  TiewB  at  large  when  the  rniort  woold 
be  called  np  for  the  condderfltion  of  the  Senate. 

TusanAT,  February  84. 
CheiapteJce  and  DelaMara  Canal. 

Mr.  EaNDKioEB  moved  that  all  the  orders  of 
the  day,  previoos  to  bill  No.  91,  be  post- 
poned, and  that  the  Senate  take  np  that  bill, 
entitled  "  An  act  to  anthorize  a  BDheoription  to 
the  stock  <A  the  Obeeapeaka  and  I)elaware 
Canal  Company." 

tb.  Bkhtor  and  Mr,  Eathb  opposed  the 
motion  as  calculated  to  derange  tne  order  of 
bosiiieea,  as  an  nnf^oonrsetowerda  other  Terr 
imnortaat  nieastiree,  which  wonld  be  delved, 
ana  as  altt^ther  nnparliamentary. 

Mr.  Bxsnos  expressed  himBelf  with  mnoh 
warmth  in  relation  to  bills  which  he  had  re- 
ported, and  in  which  he  felt  an  interest,  and 
Gonolnded  by  calling  for  the  yeas  and  nays  on 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Hxkobioks,  which  were 
ordered,  and  were  as  follows— yeas  19,  nays 
18. 

Bo  it  was  deeded  that  the  bill  "  to  authorize 
a  eubsoription  to  the  stock  of  the  Oheas^>eake 
and  Delaware  Oaoal  Company  "  should  have 
the  preference;  and  that  bUl  was  accordingly 
taken  up. 

Mr.  Takkwku  stated  that  he  had  received^ 
from  the  Directors  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal 
Company,  a  memorial  of  a  nature  nmilar  to  the 
one  upon  which  thia  1»U  was  founded,  and 


kind  could  pass  through  both  Houses  at  the 
present  aesrimi.  It  was  doe  to  a  portira  of  the 
dtixens  he  represented  topresentand  |Heas  this 
messnre  np<m  the  attention  of  the  Senate;  be 
shoold  press  it  to  a  oert^n  point,  and  there  he 
should  leave  it,  beoanse  be  was  of^iosed  to  the 
whole  system,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end. 
He  now,  therefore,  moved  a  reocHnmitment  of 
this  bill,  in  order  Uiat  an  amendment  might  be 
made  to  it  to  include  a  subscription  for  a  oertun 
number  of  shares  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  Canal, 
and  the  two  could  go  together.  It  was  wdl 
known  what  his  opimoos  were ;  he  dumld  Tote 
against  the  bill,  if  the  amendmoit  was  adc^ted. 
Mr.  HiHDnon  hoped  tbe  bill  wonld  not  be 


recommitted  for  any  indi  porposeL  and  he  knew 
no  arsnment  ao  strong  against  the  nteasDre  h 
that,  ^  it  was  recommitted,  It  wonld  not  be 


reached  agun  during  the  present  si 
hoped  the  motion  would  not  be  adopted,  be- 
cause the  effect  wonld  be  to  destroy  both 
measures. 

Mr.  Tazxwuj.  had  but  one  remark  to  make. 
It  was  well  known  that  it  waa  the  general 
opinion,  tiiat,  dnriug  the  short  seenon  ^  Con- 
gress no  bnsineas  of  Uiis  kind  wonld  be  acted 
up<^L  When  he  received  the  memorial  in  ques- 
tion, he  entertained  this  opinion,  and  having  no 
cratc^tion  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  Stota 
wonld  postpone  all  their  (wders  of  the  day  fbr 
the  po^Mse  of  taking  np  partumlar  tnlls,  he  had 
not  presented  it.  He  now,  however,  had  fdt 
it  to  be  his  dnlr  to  make  the  motion  to  indnde 
a  enbecriptitm  for  stock  to  the  Dismal  Swanq) 
Oanal,  in  the  present  bill,  and  the  Senate  mi^t 
dispose  of  it  as  they  pleased. 

Mr.  Nomx  sud,  if  gentlemen  were  deddedly 
oppoeed  to  a  measore  npon  oonstitatiimal  prin- 
ciples, he  ooold  not  see  the  propriety  of  their 
moving  amendmenta  to  bills  for  the  pnrpoee  <rf 
deetroring  them,  saying,  at  the  same  time,  that 
they  shoiud  vote  against  the  bill,  even  if  Uicfr 
amendment  prevuled.  If  the  gentieman  tmm 
Virginia  was  unwilling  to  ipwd  the  pntdie 
mtmey  for  great  national  oqects,  why  oonld 


he  not  let  the  petmie  of  Delaware  and  cut  Penn- 
sylvania, who  nan  no  snob  aomples,  eqtoy 
benefilaof  theiTsteml    Fig  himself,  when  be 


was  oppoeed  to  an  object,  he  placed  his  Tote 
and  lus  remarks  direct^  in  of^Meition  to  that 
ot^ect,  and  did  not  endeavw  to  deetn^  »  bill 
by  indirect  means. 

Mr.  Taziwkll,  in  r^ly,  repeated,  that  it  was 
not  supposed  business  of  this  kind  would  be 
acted  nponatthesbortseadon;  aocordind  ' 
had  exerdsed  the  sound  discretion  of  a  B 


sentotive  t£  Ihe  peo^e,  and  enrnxwing 
possible  to  pass  the  measure,  he  had  no    , 
posed  it    The  Senator  fhnn  Delaware^  in 


not  pro- 


oeiving  a  memorial  from  the  directors  of  tbe 
Ohesweake  and  Delaware  Canal  Company, 
thought  differently;  he  had  presented  i^  and 
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It  hid  been  acted  upon.  He  had  do  other 
eonrw  than  the  one  he  had  poraaed ;  and  when 
|aitl<men  BMraeed  him  of  resorting  to  tndireot 
■MHOrM,  they  most  onqneationably  did  him 
fajiodM,  He  should  vote  agunst  this  bill,  and 
be  abontd  vote  against  all  propontiona  of  the 
kind,  vfaaterer  qiuutcr  tbey  came  from.  There 
ven  eertain  States  that  entertained  the  belief, 
and  tiie;  had  Kvoved  it,  that  there  waa  mch  a 
thing  aa  State  eorereignty ;  thrir  Repreeenta- 
tiTw  in  Gon0«ea,  npon  the  pledge  <x  gentle- 
men, had  naM  that  they  entertained  the  same 
bdief;  and  vhat  did  it  come  tot  Gentlemen 
i^,  if  ron  ent«i^  the  opinion  that  jaa  have 
no  ri^it  to  tbis  money,  give  ns,  who  entertun 
fflermt  opinions,  all  the  revenne  we  can  ap- 
ply to  tbeae  objects ;  sad,  for  Ood's  sake,  con- 
tinue in  the  same  opinion,  that  Qiere  may  be 
fewer  to  divide  the  spoil.  He  represented  a 
eonntry  which  had  Ured  heretofore  without  the 
aid  of  the  General  QoTemment.  The  opinions 
tbtj  (Qtertained  upon  this  and  some  other  Hnb- 
Jecte  they  had  taken  np  maturely  and  deliber- 
ate; w«  have  always  gone  tether,  and  we 
shall  always  entertain  them.  We  will  continne 
to  live  without  the  aid  of  this  Government; 
wa  will  turn  neither  to  the  right  hand  nor  to 
die  left  in  relation  to  this  subject ;  and  we  will 
neitber  bend  tbe  knee  nor  doff  the  cap  to  obtain 
aid  frtnn  tbii  or  any  other  administration. 

Mr.  MoLun  said  he  did  not  design  to  impnte 
to  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  the  use  of 
iD^rect  means  for  the  purpose  of  killing  the 
bill;  he  bad  only  stated  that  such  wonld  be  the 
effect  of  the  measure,  if  adopted;  he  bad  only 
Slid,  if  it  was  recommitted,  it  was  r^eoted; 
and  if  then  should  be  sfidlnre  1^  both  meamres, 
who  waa  gratified  f  Why,  the  gentleman  from 
'Vbgima;  beeanee,  from  hla  motion  to  amend, 
(he  bill  waa  killed  entirely.  He  read  fhnn  the 
Jonmal  to  show,  that,  when  this  bill  was 
originally  before  Oongreas,  the  gentleman  from 
VirgiBia  had  made  a  motion  similar  to  that 
wl£h  he  had  made  to-day,  which  had  been 
i^wted. 

Mr.  Wkbbtkb  s^  he  felt  boond  to  say,  he 
Boold  see  nothing  exceptionable,  or  ont  cuF  the 
eonmoB  eoDrse,m  tbemeasarepntpoeed  bythe 
gmlcBiaa  from  Yirginla;  and,  altfaoo^  he 
riMold  not  vote  with  him,  yet  it  seemed  tiiat 
tlda  method  of  UDing  the  biU  was  perfectly 

_...     ,     ...... 1   mentary,  and  perfeotiy 

t,  whettier  proposed  by 
1  or  not,  waa  worthy  o* 
ttion  and  respect  of  the  Senate . 
and  there  waa  nothing  more  conformable  to 
pvliamentaty  tuage  aiKl  practice,  than,  when  a 
niMMue  was  on  ita  passage^  for  those  opposed 
to  ft  to  propose  amendmenta,  to  make  it  better 
■ad  mot«  agreeable  to  their  notion  a,  and  finally, 
to  TOte  against  them.  It  was  perfectly  natu- 
ral, paiWnentaiy,  and  Joat,  for  the  gentleman 
fixni  Virginia,  holding  the  opinions  ne  did,  to 
edl  for  the  same  boonty ;  for  he  (Ur.  Tazx- 
wau.)  eonttdered  it  bonn^,  for  his  conatitoenta, 
that  was  given  to  other  people. 


He  thought  the  importance  of  the  i 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  Virginia  suoh 
as  entitled  it  to  separate  consideration,  and 
therefore  should  vote  against  inclnding  it  in  this 
bill.    He  sbonld  act  upon  this  bill  as  if  It  bad 


ance ;  their  memorial  had  been  received,  referred 
to  a  committee  of  the  Senate,  and  a  bill  intro- 
duced! and  the  proposition  was,  to  Hospend  this 
bill,  until  another  pnblio  work.  In  another  rart 
of  the  counby,  could  be  inclnded  in  it.  The 
work  waa  to  be  considered  of  equal  public  im- 
portance, bat  there  was  no  connection  betweeA 
them  in  the  nature  of  things.      There  was  a 


The  inclnaion  of  another  subject, 
which  had  not  been  Introdnoed  Into  either 
branch  of  the  Legislature,  did  not  appear  to 
him  a  sufficient  reason  for  postponing  this  bilL 
It  was  of  high  importance  that,  if  passed  at  all, 
it  shonld  pass  at  the  preeeut  sesnon;  it  was 
now  near  the  commencement  of  the  working 
season,  and  if  it  was  not  passed  now,  the  work 


years,  to  dispose  of  Uieir  proper^  in  tnat  work, 
and  he  htfiea  without  mnoh  sacrtBce,  and  apply 
the  proceeds  to  some  other  work.  He  hoped 
they  would  keep  the  two  measnrea  separate, 
and   dispose  of  thia  bill  now,  npon  its  own 

Hi.  TuawsLi,  rose  to  a  point  of  order.  He 
inqnired  whether,  if  he  offered  an  amendment 
with  a  blank  In  it,  Uie  blank  ooold  be  filled 
hereafter  t 


.._ it,  and  offered  the 

following  amendment : 

"  Sec.  Sd.  itd  »1  Muicta(  (h;  That  the  Secretary  of 

the  n«asin7  be  antfaorixed  to  snbieiibe  for 

■hares  In  the  c^tal  ste^  of  the  Dismal  Swamp 
Canal  Company ;  and 

■' Bee.  4a,  authoriaittg  the  Secretary  of  the  Treas- 
ury to  vote  for  offleers  of  the  corpotadon. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  taken  on  the  amend- 
ment, and  were— yeas  18,  nays  28. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading,  by  the  following  vote : 

Taia. — Hems.  Barnard,  Barton,  Benton,  Boo- 
Hgnj,  Bnmet,  Chambera,  Chase,  Dudley,  Eattm, 
Hendricks,  Holmea,  Johnaon  of  Kentucky,  Johnston 


aiibee,  Smith  of  Ifaryland,  Themaa,  V 
ley— 28. 

NxTs.— Hevis.  B^  Berrien,  Branch,  Chandler, 
Foot,  Bavne,  Iredell,  Knight,  Prince,  Sanford,  Smith 
of  Bouth  Carolina,  Taiewell,  White,  Willlama, 
Woodbury— IS. 

Thdssdat,  February  26. 

i£ffoIu<tMwry  Pmfionsra. 

The  Un  trom  the  House  of  BepresentativMi 
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"to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to  provide 
fbr  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  limd  and 
naval  service  of  the  Umted  Statee,  dnring  the 
Bevoiatdooary  var,'  and  the  Beveral  acta  nude 
in  unendment  thereof  and  for  other  porposea," 
was  read  the  fint  ^me;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
irere  called  for  on  ordering  it  to  a  eeoond  reoa- 


Ing. 
Mr.  ( 


ii.  Obabdlbb  stated  his  reaBOos  for  the  vote 
he  should  g^ve  on  this  qnestion.  The  session 
was  near  its  close ;  the  bill  waa  of  an  important 
nature,  and  required  dne  consideration ;  tliere 
was  not  snfGdeat  time  to  ^ve  it  that  attention 
which  its  importance  demanded. 

Ifr.  Mabes  thought  that  a  proper  conrtesf 
to  tie  other  House  required  the  Senato  to  have 
the  hill  read  a  second  time  and  referred.  It 
was  tme,  there  was  alreadj  mnch  bosiness  be- 
fore the  Committee  on  Pensions  \  nevertheless. 
if  the  bill  was  referred  to  them,  thej'  would 
give  it  a  careM  esamination,  thoogh  he  was 
fearM  it  ooold  not  be  aoted  npon  daring  the 
preeeot  eewion. 

Ur.  NoBLB  was  of  opinion  that  there  would 
be  no  want  of  oonrteey  to  the  other  Eonae  in 
layinc  the  bill  on  the  table,  if  there  was  not 
Bomcient  time  for  the  Senate  to  act  npon  it. 
If  each  was  the  fiwt,  it  might  as  well  be  laid 
npon  the  table  at  once,  and  he  therefore  made 
that  motion, 

Thn  motion  prev^led— yeas  26,  n^s  17. 

Bo  the  bill  was  virtnallj  r^ected. 

Qffictn  oftKa  Bmohition,  Ao. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  anndrf  Revolutiouar; 
and  other  officers  and  soldiers,  and  for  other 
"ken  np,  and  the  ffi 
were  considered. 


Ur.  Uabes.  in  explanation  of  the  bill,  said 
h«  Buppoaed  it  was  nnnecessary  to  go  into  a 
dotted  statement  in  relation  to  all  the  cases 
contained.  The  enm  which  would  be  required, 
he  had  asoert^ed  wonld  be  about  fifteen 
thousand  six  hnndred  doUars ;  bnt  a  great  num- 
ber of  the  If  ersons  named,  prohabl;  two-thirds 
of  them,  might  be  placed  npon  the  pension  roll 
withont  the  necessity  of  a  separate  bilL  There 
were  some  names  upon  the  list  of  Individuals 
who  did  not  belong  to  the  regular  army  of  the 
United  Btat«s.  The  reason  why  thev  were 
placed  there  was,  that  several  Statas  had  troops 
called  the  troops  of  the  State,  which  were  at 
times  called  into  the  general  service,  some  of 
whom  served  three  or  fonr  years.  None  of 
these  State  troops,  however,  had  been  ad- 
mitted, unless  they  had  served  at  least  nine 
mouths  under  the  orders  of  the  Continental 
officers.  There  was  one  question  upon  which 
the  committee  were  divided.  It  would  be  seen 
that  the  pensions  all  commenced  on  the  first  of 
January,  1836.  The  committee,  not  being  able 
to  agree,  bad  concluded  to  leave  it  for  the  de- 
dnon  of  the  Senate. 

Ur.  Suite,  of  South  Carolina,  said,  that  he 
conridered  the  admission  of  the  cases  mentioned 
by  the  genUeman  from  F«msylvBnia  as  an  in- 
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novation  npon  the  regular  pension  system  of 
the  United  States,  The  law  of  1818  admitted 
none  upon  the  rolla  who  were  not  in  the  Con- 
tinental service  at  the  end  of  the  war.  It  had 
been  an  established  principle  to  admit  none 
who  were  not  regular  Continental  soldiers.  He 
ooold  not  see  why,  at  this  late  day,  when  the 
laws  provided  for  all  who  were  in  need  of 
assistance,  they  shonid  be  called  upon  to  legia- 
late  for  particular  and  individual  cases  every 
year. 

Mr,  Vabxs  replied,  that  the  committee  had 
been  very  particular  as  to  the  kind  of  service; 
and,  whenever  it  had  been  in  the  militia  service 
they  had  stricken  the  name  off.  Ee  introdnoea 
a  letter  from  the  head  of  the  Pension  Bureau, 
in  the  War  Department,  stating  what  individ- 
uals came  iu  for  pensions,  and  under  what 
rales.  There  were  but  few  in  the  bill  of  the 
State  troops,  but  the  committee  were  satisfied 
that  they  bad  .rendered  very  important  servicca 
to  the  United  States;  and,  although  they  had 
not  heretofore  been  admitted,  yet  their  claim 
was  such  as  conld  not,  in  equity,  be  rensted. 
He  was  not  certun  about  the  number,  but  he 
believed  not  more  than  eight  or  ten. 

ICr.  Eathx  inquired  the  amount  which  wonld 
probably  be  called  for  annually  by  this  bill. 

Mr.  Habks  replied,  that  since  the  adoption  of 
the  several  names  by  the  Senate,  it  would  prob- 
ably amount  to  16,800  dollars, 

Ur.  Hathb  said  ho  had  moved  an  a^oum- 
ment  in  order  that  he  might  look  into  the  bill; 
but  as  the  Senate  had  refused  him  the  opportn- 
nity,  he  most  state  some  of  the  reasons  which 
induced  him  to  oppose  the  bill.  It  appeared  to 
Tiiin  one  of  the  most  extraordinary  bills  which 
had  ever  been  before  Congress.  They  wera 
asked  to  ^rant  pennons  to  a  hundred  individ- 
uab  mentioned  by  name.  Wa*  it  osoal  to 
put  namee  upon  the  pension  roll  withont  any 
reference  to  the  gronnds  upon  wliich  they  were 
admitted,  orothersr^ootedt  TheSenateknew 
nothing  about  these  individuals.  Ee  believed 
this  very  bill  had  been  before  the  Senate  at  the 
last  session,  and  he  did  not  know  but  the  seaaon 
before,  and  be  well  remembered  that  the  Ch^r- 
man  of  the  Committee  on  Pensions  last  year 
stated  that  the  princi^es  of  this  bill  were  new 
and  unknown  to  the  Pennon  Law.  What  had 
been  the  practice  of  the  Senate  ?  If  there  was 
any  new  principle,  he  wished  to  have  it  placed 
before  them ;  he  wished  some  report  npon  it, 
and  he  wished  to  have  it  placed  upon  reooid, 
why  A,  B,  C,  down  to  Z,  and  to  the  end  of  the 
chapter,  were  placed  upon  the  roll,  when,  is 
the  chairman  of  the  committee  said,  it  was 
not  according  to  the  rule.  Tme,  the  committee 
sud  they  bad  examined  the  cases,  and  thot^t 
such  and  such  persons  onght  to  have  pensions, 
and  that  soch  and  such  sboold  be  exempted  from 
the  general  operation  of  the  rule.  Now,  he 
wished  to  form  hie  own  opinicm  upon  that  aub- 
ject. 

Upon  an  examination  of  the  bill,  it  appeared, 
by  one  section,  that  a  pension  was  to  be  given, 
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U  [he  diQd  of  an  indiTiduJ  who  wa«  a  Holdier 
btbe  last  war  for  five  jears.  No  reason  was 
giVen  why  tliia  child  afaonld  have  a  pennon,  and 
h  could  onlj  conclnde  that  aH  the  ahildTen  of 
tH  the  floldiera  of  the  last  war  were  to  hare 
paujons  for  five  jean.  Bj  anotlier  seotion,  a 
pension  was  granted  to  the  widow  of  a  soldier. 
It  was  not  stated  why;  and,  therefore,  aU  the 
widowB  of  soldiers  wUl  have  an  equal  clum, 
md  all  receive  pennons.  Still,  hj  another 
aeetion,  a  penBion  was  granted  to  the  Iwal  rep- 
Ks^itativea  of  a  soldier  deceased.    Were  all 

aresentatiTes  and  descendants  of  deceased 
liera  to  have  pensions  1  There  was  nothing 
Kid  aboat  it;  there  was  a  law  stating  certain 
individoals  by  name  who  were  to  have  pennons, 
■sd  for  no  apparent  reasons,  except  uiat  thej 
lere  the  cfaJMr«a,  widows,  and  representatives 
qI  eoWera.  There  was  one  case  stated  of  a 
nan  who  had  peribmed  certain  servioee,  and 
iho  was  a  lonatio,  and  his  representatives 
vere  to  hare  the  pulsion  for  his  tue.  There 
h  knew  something  about  it;  the  case  was 
bted. 
He  begged  gentlemen  would  not  understand 
Hat  this  anm  was  to  pay  for  all  the  olums  nnder 
Ibis  taw.  This  16,000  dollars  waa  not  to  pav 
ill  these  demands.  Qentiemen  knew  very  weU 
what  was  done  to-day  was  precedent  to-morrow, 
and  ^inraple  the  next  daj;  and,  hereafter, 
whnvBver  an  tndividoal  wanted  a  pension,  he 
had  i»lj  to  dedare  that  he  had  perfonned  ser~ 
vkea,  to  pnt  his  finger  on  some  name  in  this 
bin,  call  bis  sitnation  similar,  and  be  oonld  not 
be  refused,  and  the  amount  would  swell,  nntil 
Bother  fifteen  thoasand  nor  fifteen  millions  of 
doDsn  would  satisfy  the  demands. 

Ur.  Bnrroir   cslled   for   an  adjournment; 
whidk  wia  carried. 


Batubdat,  Februarj  38. 
Itutruetimu  to  Panama  XinUt&n. 

Ihe  Mowing  resolntion,  offered  last  evening 
by  Hr.  WKsarKB,  waa  taken  np  for  oonsidera- 
tion: 

"Baol'nd,  That  the  PreiidGnt  of  the  United 
Sutei  b«  rcqoested  to  communicate  to  the  Senate, 
«jUniJ>aIfjr,  ami  in  iU  Exeeviivt  eharaeler,  to'plta 
tf  line  iiatnicUaiu  givea  to  the  Hinisten  of  the 
CidtedSiaUs  to  the  Congresi  of  Panama;  and  of 
the  conomnicatioM  of  Uie  other  QoTernmenta  rep- 
MMad  at  that  Congress,  to  the  QoTsmnent  of 
the  Uidtad  States ;  or  •>  mwA  tMtnof  at  may  l» 
~~- t  to  tit  piAlit  »- 


rpM  words  first  ttalicized  were  inserted 
dniag  the  debate,  and  those  last  in  italics,  or 
words  to  that  effect,  were  of  course  stricken 

16,  TuxwELL  i^d  he  should  like  to  hear 
(OUH  reason  why,  at  tUs  lato  period  of  the 
Kmaoa,  this  tul^eot,  formerly  ;n«dnctive  of  so 
much  exdtement  and  discvsnon,  was  again 
•nought  forward. 


lasted,  was  highly  interesting.  It  would  be 
very  interesting  to  know  the  results  of  that 
mission,  so  far  as  it  bsd  any  results.  His  object 
was  Bunnly,  as  stated  in  the  resolution,  to  niake 
public  all  the  proceedings  of  the  Executive  on 
this  matter,  if  they  could  be  published  without 
pr^ndioe  to  the  public  interest  It  was  a 
transaction  that  had  passed  by,  and  become  a 

Sart  of  the  diplomatdc  history  of  the  oonntry. 
[e  had  nothioK  in  view  except  information, 
and  there  would  be  no  expense  except  that  of 
the  publication. 

Mr.  Tazewell  replied,  that  it  was  of  little 
consequence  what  the  opieet  was ;  the  course 
"pursued  was  incorrecL  Here  was  a  President 
who  had  only  three  days  to  serve,  and  the 
Senate  were  required  to  make  a  call  upon  him 
for  important  public  documents,  relating  to  the 
foreign  intercourse  of  the  country,  and  which 
had  never  been  published.  He  thought  it  bet> 
ter  to  wait  a  few  days,  and  then  make  the  call 
upon  the  then  Executive.  These  iostroctions 
might  contain  matter  which  it  was  improper  to 
have  go  before  the  public  r  they  related  to  the 
policy  of  the  oonnti7,  which  it  would  not,  per- 
haps, be  prudent  to  expose  to  the  eyes  of  other 
nations.  He  objected  to  the  call  being  made  at 
this  time,  because,  if  important  secrets  should 
be  brought  to  light,  the  responsibility  of  the 
course  would  not  li{;ht  upon  the  present  Eieo- 
ntive^  and  might  embarrass  the  next.  He 
objected  to  the  manner  in  which  the  resolution 
was  expressed.  It  was  left  to  the  judgment  of 
the  President  to  say  how  much  of  the  inatmc- 
tjone  diould  be  made  public,  after  all  the  re- 
sponnbibty  had  been  removed  from  htm,  and 
he  could  publish  just  as  much  or  just  as  little  sa 
he  pleased.  He  thought  it  more  proper  for  the 
next  admiidstration  to  make  the  aelectlonj  when 
they  oonld  bear  the  responsibility  of  their  own 
acts.  He  considered  it  incorrect,  and  danger- 
Mr.  Wkbbtxb  Bald  he  saw  no  good  reasoa 
why  the  motion  shonld  not  be  nude  now,  as 
well  as  three  days  henoe.  The  Senate  from 
Vir^nia  seemed  to  go  upon  the  ground  that 
the  same  discretion  would  not  be  exercised  by 
the  present  Executive,  as  would  be  exeroisecL 
three  days  hence,  by  the  next.  This  he  did 
not  believe :  for  the  Executive  was  as  mnoh 
bound  to  answer  the  call  of  the  Senate  for  in- 
fbrmation  at  the  present  time  as  at  any  other, 
and  to  exercise  ita  discretion.  The  obiect  was, 
as  be  had  stated,  eimpty  that  the  Jjceoutive 
might  have  an  opportunity  to  publish  these  in- 
structions, as  a  vindication  of  its  own  conduct, 
In  a  measure  upon  which  its  policy  had  not 
only  been  doubted,  but  its  motives  bad  been 
very  much  censured,  and  very  much  aasuled. 
The  Iqjuuction  of  secrecy  having  been  removed 
from  the  proceedings  of  the  Smiate,  the  views 
<a  the  Senators  who  opposed  it,  and  themesiages 
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of  tha  Ezeontive  npoD  the  snl^act,  had  long 
rinoe  been  made  public  Nov,  ne  wished  the 
iuBtraotioDB  Kiven  to  the  HiQiBt«ra  ahoald  be 
revealed,  and  then  the-  whole  feota  wonid  be 
idaoad  before  the  people,  for  them  to  jndge. 
He  could  see  no  olJeeUon  to  thiB.  The  resolu- 
tion, as  a  meaiu  of  getting  the  information, 
voa  a  oommon  oonrae,  it  was  proposed  in  the 
ootnmon  nuuuier,  and  it  seemed  to  be  hnt  an 
Bct  of  oomuKm  justice,  that  the  administration 
■honld  be  allowed  the  opportimitj  of  setting 
thenuelrea  right  in  the  estiinatlon  of  the  pnb- 
lio.  Be  called  tar  the  yeas  and  nays  upon  the 
adoption  of  the  resolution. 

llr.  Hayttx  olyected  to  the  resolution  on  ao- 
connt  of  its  terms,  and  also  because  it  pn»*er1; 
belonged  to  the  Ezeoutive  business  of  the 
Benate,  and  ought  to  be  submitted  to  the  Senate 
vhen  acting  in  its  Executive  cspMsitf.  The 
reeolatioD  did  not  call  for  all  the  information 
connected  with  the  subject,  but  only  for  so 
much  aa,  in  the  opinion  of  the  President,  might 
be  communicated  withont  iujiirj  to  the  pnblio 
service.  It  was  true  that  this  was  a  discretion 
neoeaeary  to  be  exerted  bj  the  President  in  all 
cases  where  a  public  call  was  made  for  docu- 
ments connecteil  with  the  diplomatic  relations 
of  the  country,  but  this  only  demonstrates  the 
necessity  of  luoking  the  call  under  circumetancee 
which  will  entitle  the  Senate  to  receive  ail  the 
information  connected  with  the  sohject,  thus 
enabling  us  to  determine,  according  to  our  dis- 
cretion, whether  the  whole  may  not  I>e  made 
pnblio  withont  detriment  to  the  interests  of  the 
oonntry.  He  woold  not  be  satisfied,  in  this 
ease,  with  being  told  that  it  was  not  to  be  pre- 
Btuned,  that  in  making  this  oommnnication  to 
Oonsrees,  the  President  would  not  exercise 
hia  £s«retlon  discreetly,  prudently,  and  hon- 
estly. It  was  sufficient  that,  as  the  resolution 
now  stood,  the  public  might  he  presented  with 
on  imperfect  and  paitiu  view  of  the  subject. 
It  may  be  that  a  portion  of  the  instruotious  and 
communications  cannot  be  prudently  published ; 
and  it  may  also  h^pen  that  the  suppresBion  of 
these  parts  may  present  an  imperfect  or  a 
garbled  view  of  the  snl^eot,  one  calculated  to 
make  a  false  impresstou  on  the  pabtio  mind. 
In  matters  of  opinion,  man,  with  the  best  in- 
tentions and  entirely  free  nom  J^orty  feelings, 
may  be  led  into  errors.  The  President  may 
think  on  this  subject  very  differently  bom  the 
Senate.  He  may  deem  commnnioaUona  nnim' 
portont  which  the  Benato  may  suppose  to  he 
very  material,  or  he  may  beUevo  that  matters 
cannot  be  safely  disclosed,  which  we  may  con- 
rider  altogether  harmless,  and,  perh^ia,  indis- 
pensable to  the  dear  nnderstanding  of  the  whole 
subject.  What  is  the  result  of  our  own  ex- 
perience in  the  very  case  before  us  t  When 
the  Panama  Uission  was  first  brought  Itefore 
the  Senate,  the  President  conunnnicated  certidn 
documents  and  information,  which  he  oon- 
ridered  all  that  was  neoessary  to  give  a  full 
view  of  the  character  and  objects  of  the  Diisuon. 
2Tow  it  so  happened,  that  that  portion  of  the 


Senate  with  which  it  was  hia  pride  to  have 
acted  on  that  occasion,  did  believe  that  Tery 
material  information  was  withheld — informa- 
tion which  was  drawn  ont  by  the  calls  mbse- 
qnently  made  on  the  Ezecntive,  and  which,  in 
his  opinion,  entiiely  changed  the  aspect  of  the 
affair.  The  truth  is,  that  the  Panama  HiBeitHi, 
OS  presented  to  the  Senate  by  the  first  Heaaoge 
of  the  President,  was  a  measure  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent character  from  that  which  was,  at  a  later 
period,  preaented  to  this  Eouse,  and  wUdt 
differed  atill  more  from  the  some  meaaore  wbcn 
it  got  into  the  House  of  Bepresentativeii  And 
who  could  tell  what  may  be  its  character  aa  dis- 
closed by  liie  communications  which  mi^  now 
he  made  in  answer  to  this  call.  The  object  at 
every  gentleman  ought  to  be  to  disoloeo  the 
whole  truth.  He,  therefore,  protested  against 
any  call  on  the  Executive  which  should  fall 
shortofafoH  disclosure  of  every  fact,  ondaoom- 
munioation  of  every  document  connected  with 
the  subject,  When  these  should  be  commnni- 
CBted,  the  Senate  would  be  able  to  form  an 
opinion  whether  the  whole  could  be  made  public 
without  injury  to  the  public  servioe,  and  if  not, 
whether  the  publication  of  any  part  could  take 
place,  without  conveying  au  erroneous  impres- 
sion of  the  facts.  He  had  no  olyection  to  the 
publication  of  every  thing  connected  with  the 
Panama  Mission,  feeling,  as  be  did,  the  perfect 
assurance  that  the  more  the  subject  was  dis- 
cussed and  examined,  the  more  clearly  it  would 
appear  that  it  was  a  wild,  visionary,  or  dango^ 
ouB  prqjeot  But  it  was  obvious  tiiat  the  reso- 
lution now  befbre  the  Senate,  restricted  as  it 
is,  puts  every  thing  in  the  power  of  the  Precn- 
dent,  and  leaves  it  to  his  discretion  to  bring 
the  subject  before  the  world  in  any  way  he  m^ 
think  proper.  To  this,  from  the  experience  M 
the  Senate  on  this  sultJeBt,  he  for  one  was  not 
willir^  to  give  bis  assent.  For  the  poipoae, 
therefore,  of  enabling  the  Senator  from  JiutMr 
ohusetts  to  brin^  this  motion  before  the  Senate 
when  acting  in  ita  Executive  character,  thereby 
to  enable  ns  to  receive  all  the  documents  con- 
nected with  the  subject,  in  order  that  we  may 
exercise  our  own  discretion  in  mahiitK  the 
whole  or  any  port  of  it  public,  he  would  now 
move  to  lay  tiie  resolution  on  the  table. 

This  motion  was  withdrawn  at  the  reqneet 
of  Hi.  WKBarxn.  He  said  it  was  nnneoeeaoiy  to 
repeat  the  olject  he  hod  in  view  in  introdndng 
this  resolntion ;  he  had  already  stated  hii  mo- 
tive, and  he  hod  not  ontioinated  the  least  ob- 
jection to  its  passage.  While  the  sutiject  of  the 
Pauama  Hiosion  was  before  Oongrem,  great 
alarm  had  been  spread  through  the  country  in 
relation  to  it.  Great  fean  were  either  felt  or 
feigned,  both  in  and  out  of  Congress,  thst  llie 
objects  of  the  ExecnlivB  were  not  correct,  that 
the  measure  was  unconstitutional,  and  the  min- 
isters appointed  might  compromit  the  honor  of 
the  country.  Ue  wished  to  ascertain  how  tu 
those  fears  were  Justified ;  he  cared  not  in  what 
form  the  information  was  obtained  j  this  was  a 
common  and  a  convenient  one.     Gentlcmeii 
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iha  Lad  azpreaMd  their  viewi  and  ^iprehen- 
Kw,  Tonld  Ilo^  Borelr,  now  that  their  fears 
lid  gone  forth  to  th«  world  under  the  sanotioB 
(/Umit  own  nameii,  now  that  the  meaaore  had 
fndnead  all  the  efrecta  it  could  prodnoe  upon 
b  pnblio,  f>reTent  those  who  tbonght  different- 
ly finmginiig  their  viewB,  While  their  ftan 
arelatioa  to  theae  tiutmotiMU  had  been  pnb- 
liibed,  centlanMa  eoidd  not  in  Jnatice  keep  the 
hta,  the  real  iiutniettoD*,  looked  np.  He 
4nd  not  fbr  the  time  when  the  call  was  made; 
b(  hmed  tt  woold  be  made  as  soon  as  might  be, 
Bd  if'gentlemen  oljeoted  to  the  manner  4^  the 
call,  be  wu  wU^ng  to  meet  all  their  views,  if 
itwaapoarible;  he  waa  willing  tlie  inatmctiona 
■hoold  M  r«qnij«d  oonfident^r,  and  that  the 
whole  dumld  be  reqnired:  he,  therefore,  moved 
a  modifieatioii  of  the  reaolatioo,  by  inwrting 
*'  wni\iijn«*i»ii J  "  and   atrihing   out   tiie   laat 


Mr.  Hat; 


I  aaid  he  preferred  proceeding  in 
trae.    It  waa  altogether  an  Ezecn- 


tine  matter,  and  should  be  made  and  received 
in  their  Executive  oharaoter. 

Hr.  Waasrax  was  willing  to,  and  did,  modii^ 
the  reaolntion  still  iarther,  b;  the  insertion  of 
tb*  WDfda  "  in  its  Eiecotive  charaoter." 

Mr.  H^TBX  aaid  he  wonld  still  prefer  the  or- 
dbarT  eooiae. 

Hr.  Bxwnnr  said  he  oonld  oonoeive  of  no 
diSmltj  whieh  would  arise  from  the  form  of 
the  ealL  The  doonmenti  wonld  be  marked 
confidential,  and  wonld  be  opened  in  aeoret 

Mr.  TazKWKu,  remarked,  that  the  original 
drfecA  ol  the  reaolntion  conld  not  be  removed. 
Be  ett«d  not  in  what  fbrm,  or  when  it  wai 
moved ;  he  would  <^poae  iL  The  reaacMi  for 
Oe  oall  was  avowed  to  be  to  give  the  Exeoo- 
fiTe  aa  opportnnitj  to  pnbliih  ito  views  on  a 
lastter  wtuob  has  heen  disonased  aitd  was  at  an 
Md.  If  the  Fre^dent  wishes  to  make  his  views 
^bUe,  let  him  do  iL  If  Iw  wishes  to  pnUiah 
the  documents,  let  him  do  it.  It  w<rald  be 
asccaaarr  for  ns  to  pass  tlus  raeolntion,  if  we 
*iih  to  force  from  him  docnmenlawhioh  would 
iaeolpateldm, and  whichheohoeeto  keep  back 


hot  it  ia  onoeeesssrjr  fhr  ns  to  pass  a  k 

br  (he  pnrpoee  of  "■'"■"g  him  to  publish 


I  which  he  mi^t  wish  to  putilish. 


lbs  object  ia,  to  ease  the  Prtaident  bj  the  int»- 
MMitiat  of  thia  bodr.  The  President  having 
m  two  or  three  days  at  office,  will  feel  bat 
fittJa  re^wMbiUty  for  the  efibct  of  the  pnblloa- 
tiaa;  \m  shall  we  atsiat  him  to  do  it,  who  liave 
^  Ton  of  responsiiHU^I  Bat,  if  all  this  be 
doB^  what  ia  to  be  the  reaultt  Are  von  to 
take  up  thia  bnnneaa  andn,  and  follow  it 
Anach  all  the  tnntatkms  <«  the  Eseoative  will  t 
Are  the  "  fears,  felt  or  feigned,"  b^  those  who 
onoaed  tlie  Panama  Misnkin,  to  be  pronoonoed 
VManded,  l)ecaiiae  thej  arenotjostifiedbv  the 
ioMnetiona  given  after  those  "  fears,  felt  or 
Mgaod,"  were  expressed  ?  Are  those  instruo- 
tioM  to  Iw  given  to  the  pnUio  now,  to  expound 
vhatoecnned  nx  montha  befbre  the  instruo- 


.._ In  thia  bodv  at  the  time  alloded  to. 

But  my  brethren,  SMd  Ur.  T.,  on  my  right  and 
left,  saw  the  monstrous  prqject  as  it  waa  first 
brougbt  before  ua. 

Ur.  WuBSTZH  said,  that  notliing  was  farther 
&om  his  expectation,  than  that  a  reaolntion 
calling  for  information,  a  motion  so  conatita- 
tional,  so  conformable  to  the  practioe  of  both 
Houses,  and  often  so  neoessar}',  should  have 
met  with  oppo^tion,  or  produced  debate.  He 
wished  for  no  contention ;  he  courted  no  oon- 
troversy.  He  had  no  desire  to  create  new,  or 
to  revive  old  topics  of  dispute.  It  had  not 
oooorred  to  him  that  any  sooh  conaeqnenoe 
would  natnrally  follow  from  this  resolution; 
and  it  wonld  not  eec^  observation,  that,  after 
the  modification  of  it  had  taken  place,  he  had 
been  at&ed  to  withdraw  the  call  for  the  yeas 
uid  nay^  upon  the  suppoution,  donbUess,  that 
no  opposition  waa  int^ided.  But  the  af&ir,  it 
seems,  had  taken  another  torn.  But,  whatever 
conrae  the  discussion  should  tak&  he  should 
not  imitate  the  example  of  waodenog  into  ex- 
traneous and  irrelevant  matter.  Still  less 
should  he  atta^  individuals,  or  allude  to  oo- 
currences  no  way  conneoted  with  this  subject, 
for  the  purpose  it  making  personal  obeervationa 
or  inflicting  pain.  He  mtended,  on  this  and 
other  occasions,  to  discharge  his  pablio  duties 
with  deoomm  towsids  all  public  men.  and  with 
abstioence  from  asperity  and  personal  vitnper*' 
tion  and  reproach.  As  to  the  reedutitm  itael^ 
oommon  justice  required  its  adoptiim.  The 
reaolntion,  as  originally  framed,  reqneeted  that 
the  instaiictiona  to  our  IQnisters  at  Panama 
ahonld  be  oranmunioated  to  us,  so  far  aa  £h« 
pnUhj  service  would  properly  allow  them  to  be 
made  public.  This  was  the  usual  course.  It 
was  customarv  in  re,  and  in  relation  to  all  ne- 
gotiations, either  pending  or  dosed.  How  long 
waa  it  sinoe  a  member  team  Hune  had  made  a 
similar  call  for  the  eorreqiondence  of  oar  oom- 
nusrionera  under  the  trMty  of  Ghoitt  This 
call  had  been  made  for  the  purpose  of  pnblish- 
ing  that  correspondence,  although  it  related  to 
a  question  of  great  importance  still  pending ; 
neverthelesa,  it  was  readily  acceded  to,  or, 
according  to  nsagft  it  was  limited  by  reference 
to  the  discretion  of  the  President 

Ur.  BxKTOii  would  vote  differently  on  tlila 
occasion  from  what  he  wonld  if  the  present 
administration  were  to  continue  in  power.  If 
they  were  to  oontinne^  he  would  strode  to 
the  uttermost  to  have  iU  the  Instmotions  oom- 
mnsicated  confidentially  to  the  Senate ;  those 
who  had  opposed  the  mWon  to  Panama  might 
also  have  an  opportunity  of  endeavoring  to  gel 
all  they  conceived  materia)  before  the  pubBo. 
But  this  administration  was  not  to  contiune. 
It  went  out  of  power  in  tluree  days,  snd  could 
gain  nothiiig  by  making  an  imperfect  cotnmu- 
nication;  for  the  new  administration  would 
immediately  have  it  in  ila  power  to  show  any 
thing  that  might  be  left  tiehind.    If  it  should 
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tarn  oat  to  be  the  fact,  that  the  Frendent  had 
dropped,  or  modified,  when  he  came  to  give 
his  instrnctions,  bdj  ot  the  objects  ori^inBllj 
commimicated  to  t^e  Senate,  it  wontd  be  a 
high  compliment  to  the  nineteen  Senators  who 
opposed  the  mission,  and,  for  that  reason,  were 
BO  often  denounced  for  a  &ctioQS  and  nnprinci- 
pled  opposition.  To  anthorize  the  pnbhcation 
(if  the  aathorit;  was  necessarj)  seemed  to  be  an 
act  of  courtesy,  perhaps  of  ^nstioe,  to  a.  retiring 
adminiatration;  if  a  partial  pnblicatioD  was 
made,  it  would  be  corrected  in  a  fbw  dajs,  and 
no  advantage  wonld  be  gained  to  one  ude,  or 
iiymy  done  to  the  other,  where  the  correction 
wonld  be  so  prompt. 

Mr.  UoEiNUtr  said,  tlie  proposition  seemed 
to  Mm  to  be  perfectly  fiur.  Bnt  he  was  not 
here  when  the  subject  was  discussed  by  the  Ben- 
ate,  and  could  not,  therefore,  be  aware  of  the 
difscolty  said  to  exist  in  the  consideration  of 
the  proposition  with  open  doors.  It  seemed  to 
him  that  the  proposition  had  better  be  made  in 
Booret  Beseion,  and  he  would  move  that  the  res- 
olution be  laid  on  the  table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative— yeas  S8,  nays  22. 


Monday,  March  3, 
Inaugvration  of  tht  Prtndetit  BUet. 
Mr.  SuiTH,  of  Maryland,  said  tie  had  been 
anjions  to  move  a  resolntion,  which  he  read. 

The  Chur  stated  that  he  had  received  a  let- 
ter from  the  President  elect  on  the  mibjeot  to 
which  the  gentleman  had  referred. 

The  following  oommnnlcation  from  the  Free- 
ident  elect  was  read : 

CiTT  OF  WAHHijiOTOiT,  Hticb  2d,  1829. 
Sia :  ThroDKb  you  I  beg  leave  to  infbrm  the  Ben- 
ate,  that,  on  Wedneiday,  the  4th  instant,  at  13 
o'clock,  I  BhaU  be  ready  to  take  the  oath  prescribed 
by  the  consUtutlon,  previoosly  to  entcriiiK  on  a 
discharge  of  mj  official  duties,  and  at  aach  place  as 
the  Senate  may  think  proper  to  dedgnate. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  mr,  &o. 

ANDBEW  JACKSON. 

J.  0.  ClLQOITH, 

Vu«  Prandmf  of  l/u  United  Statm. 

Mr,  BuiH  offered  his  resolntion,  as  follows : 

Jtaolnid,  That  them  be  a  committee  appointed 

to  make  the  neceBsary  prepantiouB  and  aramge- 

menti  for  the  inauguraUon  of  the  Frendent  elect, 

on  the  1th  of  Horch,  1629,  and  to  apprise  him  of  Uie 

The  resolntion  was  adopted,  and  a  commit- 
tee of  three  members  ordered,  oonsisting  of 
MesarB.  Smub,  of  Maryland,  WmrB,  and  Oaur- 


TusBDAT,  March  8 
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7b  tin  Btnati  and  Heim  of  RtpntentaUm  >ff  Ot 
UfiiuA  8Mm  of  Amtriea, 

WiBHinOTOB,  8d  March,  18!9. 

I  transmit  herewith  to  Congtcas,  a  copy  of  the 
instrucliDns  prepared  bj  the  Be^etary  of  State,  and 
furnished  to  the  Ministers  of  the  United  Btatea  ap- 
pointed to  attend  at  the  Asaemblj  of  American 
Flenipotentiaries,  fitst  held  at  Panama,  and  thence 
transferred  to  Tacubaya.  The  occasion  for  which 
they  were  given  has  passed  away,  aod  there  is  no 
present  probability  of  the  renewal  of  those  negotia* 
tiooB ;  bnt  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intend- 
ed are  BtiU  of  the  deepest  interest  to  our  couotrr 
and  to  the  world,  and  may  hereafter  call  again  tx 
tbeacUve  energies  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States.  The  motive  for  withholding  them  fmrn 
general  publicatioo  having  ceased,  justice  to  the 
Qovemment  from  which  tbe;  emanated,  and  to  the 
people  tor  whose  benefit  it  was  instituted,  requires 
that  they  should  be  made  known.  With  this  riew, 
and  from  the  conrideratioti  that  the  subjects  em> 
biaced  by  those  InatntctianE  mast  pn^iably  enoig* 
hereafter  the  consideration  of  ODT  Buooeaaors,  I  deoa 
it  proper  to  make  this  comnmnication  to  both 
Houaes  of  Congren.  One  copy  only  of  tbe  instrnc- 
tions being  prepared,  I  send  It  to  the  Senate,  re- 
qpesting  mat  it  may  be  transmitted  also  to  the 
House  of  BeiwesentatiTes. 

JOHN  amSCT  JIDAH9. 

Mr.  Tazbwsll  moved  the  reference  <rf  ths 
Message  and  papers  to  the  Oommittee  on  For- 
ei^  Belationa. 

The  reference  was  ordered. 

Mr.  OoAuBBBs  moved  that  the  Mesuge  and 
docomenta  be  printed. 

Mr.  Tuawxtx,  in  opposition  to  the  motion, 
ashed  if  the  Senate  was  willing  to  ^ve  to  the 
world,  without  previons  examination,  the  secret 
Instmotionfl  of  the  Government  lliis  propo- 
mtion  was  made  here  a  few  days  ago  by  a  Sen- 
ator from  MsBBftohnsetta,  in  a  resolntjon.  It 
was  snggested  by  tbe  Senator  from  South  Car- 
olina, £at  the  docnmenta  should  come  to  the 
Senate  confldentjaliy,  and  in  secret  acesioo. 
Tbe  mover  himself  became  satisfied  of  the  im- 
propriety of  receiving  them  in  any  other  way 
than  with  closed  doors,  and  he  modified  lui 
resolution  accordingly.  What  then!  The  Sen- 
ate determined  not  to  make  a  call  for  docu- 
ments on  a  Fresident  having  bnt  three  days  to 
live,  and  tlie  resolution  was  Md  on  the  table. 
Although  the  mover  declared  that  he  had  no 
knowledge  of  the  Fresident's  intentions  or 
wishes  in  K^ard  to  tbe  publication  of  these  pa- 
pers, yet,  the  resolntion  having  been  r^eoted, 
tbe  President,  uncalled,  obtrndea  the  secret 
documents  on  tbe  Senate.  After  theaa  docu- 
ments had  been  referred  to  a  committee,  to  bs 
examined  and  to  be  published  or  withheld,  at 
their  discreljon,  the  Senator  from  Maryland, 
though  be  knows  nothing  of  their  contents^ 
proposes  to  publish  them  to  the  world.  Mr.  T. 
hoped  that  the  Senate  wonld  examine  before 
they  promulgated  documents  sent  hither  in  the 
last  moment  of  the  expiring  political  life  of  the 
Freudent. 

Mr,  OoAXBKsa  aaid  he  was  greatly  surprised 
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■t  tlie  oppoeitdoD  made  to  the  motion  to  print. 
He  regretted  the  absence  trota  his  oh^  of  his 
Mend  from  Maraachoaetts,*  (Ur.  W.,}  who  had 
iatrodnoed  the  reeolntion  referred  to  hj  the 
Ben«t4tf  &CKI1  Vii^inia,  becBnse  be  did  not  im- 
dentaod  the  motiTee  or  the  objects  of  that  res- 
obtion  to  hAva  been  those  wMcb  that  Senator 
DOW  expressed  them  to  be.  He  bad  not  nnder- 
ftood  tbe  moT«r  of  the  reoolntion  to  intimate, 
and  oertainly  in  the  remarks  which  he  himself 
had  Dude  in  snpport  of  th&t  resolntion,  he  bod 
Dot  imtintated,  h&  motive  and  ol^eot  to  be  to 
porify  the  preeent  ExeoaUve,  or  to  rekindle  the 
ntmes  of  part?'  animoeity.  When  that  resoln- 
tioD  was  introdnced,  it  was  objected  hj  the 
Smator  &om  South  OaroBna,  Qir.  Haihs,) 
that  the  infomation  aaked  for  eihonld  be  sent 
to  the  Benate  in  secret  sesdon,  in  £xeontiTe 
Nonon,  and  other  exceptions  were  taken  to  ita 
language  The  mover  of  the  reeolation  aoqni- 
eaeed  in  aD  tlie  sn^eetiona  of  amendment,  and 
modified  Ida  proposition  according!}'.  It  was 
tor  the  KToirad  pnrpoae  of  conciliating  the 
jiein,  and  Bnt>dmng  oppodtion,  that  the  modi- 
fications were  adopted,  and  not  as  tbe  Senator 
bom  Vi^inia  sn^^ests,  because  the  mover  of 
the  reeolntitm  deemed  it  proper  to  have  the 


moiuostKm.  He  had  admired,  although  be  be- 
Hered  he  ooold  not  hare  imitMed,  the  oonoilia- 
tixj  temper  of  Ida  tuinorable  frmtd  who  had 
nxned  the  reaolDtioDj  in  jielding  to  the  modi- 
ficaliraB  proposed,  when  he  was  yet  conrinoed 
that,  in  its  original  form,  thepropoaitioD  ongbt 
not  to  have  received  opposition.  Tet  what 
«M  the  eventl  A  strong  and  animated  uipeal 
WIS  made  bjthe  Benatora  from  Virginia,  South 
Cuohna,  and  Georgia,  and  oltimatelj  the  resoln- 
tttm  waa  defeated  by  a  vote  to  lay  it  on  the  table. 
It  haa  been  said  the  Freddent  has  obtruded 
pipers  on  the  Senate  oontuning  secrets  of  the 
Government.  What  jostifies  this  remark) 
Does  the  Senator  know  the  coat«nta  of  the 
papa«,  and  from  nich  knowledge  assert  their 
duTsctert  Does  he  not  asnune  an  appellate 
,  power  orer  the  opinion  of  the  Execntivet 
Does  he  not  refose  to  the  President  tbe  exer- 
ciMof  tonoorrent  and  oo-ordinate  power  vest- 
ed by  the  constitotion  t  Tbe  Executive  has 
tite  right  to  make  public  his  official  acts.  By 
sending  his  eommimications  to  Oongresa,  he 
does  pnbUsh  to  them  and  to  the  world,  and 
this  body  bae  no  right  to  lay  hands  on  official 
p^en  in  tianntu,  and  amotber  them  by  send- 
ing tbem  to  a  ootmnittoe  room,  and  refusing 
to  Hint  them. 

■r.  BcsRiza  bad  no  wish,  he  said,  to  in- 
mdie  into  the  motives  of  the  President,  or  of 
utfindnsls,  in  rwud  to  this  satgect ;  but  tbia 
Istt  Dution  forcibly  reminds  us  of  the  oiroom- 
•tnew  under  which  the  original  motion  waa 
intnidiKed.    The  question  upon  the  resolution 
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was  not  whether  tbe  documents  should   be 

imbliabed,  bnt  whether  we  should,  grataitooe- 
y,  evoke  them  from  the  President,  and  give 
them  publicity.  The  aame  argument  whioh  he 
opposed  to  tiie  call  for  the  papers,  be  would 
now  oppose  to  tbe  motion  to  print  them.  He 
would  exclude  all  consideration  of  tbe  motives 
of  these  motions,  but  look  at  tbeir  effects.  The 
effect  of  both  motions  was  to  draw  distinctly 
the  lines  of  parties.  Gentlemen  avail  them- 
selves of  the  very  few  moments  in  which  they 
can  have  access  to  the  public  armory,  to  arm 
themselves  for  another  contest.  He  did  not 
tbar  their  wewons.  They  had  been  found 
powerless  fdr  defence ;  they  would  be  found 
eqoally  so  for  offence.  Tbe  object  of  the  mo- 
tion made  the  other  day  was  declared  to  be 
not  tbe  JQstifioatioD  of  the  President,  though 
that,  it  was  sdd,  would  be  its  effect,  but  to 
justify  to  gentlemen  their  own  course.  The 
real  object  which  gentiemen  had  in  reviving 
the  discussion  of  tbe  merits  of  this  contemned 
and  exploded  political  speculation  was  to  ena- 
ble them,  in  their  retirement,  or  in  legialative 
halls,  to  renew  the  political  conflict  in  which 
they  had  so  lately  been  defeated.  Bat  this 
weapon  would  not  aid  them,  mr,  (sud  Mr.  B.,) 
it  is  not  for  me  to  distrust  the  deolarationa  <k 
gentiemen,  I  am  not  disposed,  on  this  occa- 
sion, to  urge  the  argument  of  "pcwt  hoo  ergo 
propter  hoe;"  but  how  soon  bad  these  seveMl 
acts,  tending  to  tbe  same  ol^ect,  followed  each 
other.  In  the  earliest  possible  moment  after 
the  r^ection  of  the  original  proposition^  this 
message  waa  received,  and  it  was  immediately 
followed  by  a  motion  of  an  extraordinary  char- 
ter. The  President,  in  tbe  exeroise  of  a  pow- 
not  denied  to  h™,  baa  sent  to  us  tbe  docu- 
ments in  such  haste,  that  tbe  clerks  could  not 
famish  a  copy  of  them.  Bat  one  set  waa  fi- 
nished, whioh  we  were  required  to  send  to  the 
Honse  of  Bepresentatives.  Is  this  nsaal !  Tbe 
Freddent  should  have  put  both  Houses  in  pos- 
session of  tbe  dooument,  and  be  cannot  uu^e 
us  bis  agents  in  their  oommnnioation  to  tbe 
other  Honse.  But  is  there  any  tiling  onngnal 
relating  the  proposition  to  print  the  papers  t 
Ouh'  one  copy  was  sent,  and  that  was  referred 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Foreign  Belatjons.  Waa 
there  any  proof  that  we  were  diapoaed  to  with- 
hold tbe  dooumenta  from  pnUioationt  Why 
were  they  not  printed  t  Because  they  should 
first  be  examined  fay  the  committee,  and  should 
to  tbe  public  accompanied  by  a  report  from 
)  committee.  Tbe  bane  and  tbe  antidote 
should  be  administered  together.  Bnt  ho 
would  ask  if  the  President  would  not  lay  these 
documrats  before  the  public.  It  was  in  his 
power  to  do  whatever  he  wished  with  them ; 
nor  would  it  be  a  new  case,  should  he  open  the 
secret  drawers  of  the  State  Department  to  make 
pnblio  such  of  their  contents  as  he  thonght 

'Die  instmctions  to  ilr.  Oook  were  given  to 
the  public  by  tbe  President  after  they  bad  been 
refoaed  to  the  House  of  Representatives.  With 
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my  BSBcmt,  no  *ot  of  ours  shall  wnotdon  the 
pnblioation  of  theM  p^>era.  Thej  were  in  a 
oonditioa  to  get  before  tbo  public  withont  oar 
agency.  He  would  not  consent  to  be  made  the 
agent  in  drawing  from  tlie  Department  of  State, 
and  in  pnbliihing,  the  histoij  of  an  ill-fat«a 
measure,  which  had  long  distraoted  the  Amer- 
ioan  people,  and  which  was  only  called  for  with 
a  view  to  revive  and  oontjnne  those  dlstrac- 

Ur.  HoufEs  said  he  had  been  imposed  to  the 
Panama  mission;  for  he  snspeoted  it  wonld 
oome  to  no  good,  and  be  bad  feared  it  might 
produce  mischief.  Eis  maxims  were  "to  let 
well  enoDgh  alone,"  add  "  if  yon  cOold  not  see 
where  to  go,  nor  what  to  do,  it  was  eafeet  to 
stand  still,  and  do  nothing."  Bat  others 
thonght  welt  of  it ;  pablic  opinion  was  divided, 
and,  the  mission  being  established,  and  the 
ICimstera  appointed,  I  (said  Ux.  H.)  conld  not 
witiihold  the  appropriation  for  their  compensa- 
tion. The  Preudoit  has  oommnnioated  to  ns 
the  instructioDS  to  those  JGnisters,  and  the 
proposildon  is  to  print  the  docnmeuta  for  the 
nse  of  the  Sraate,  confidentially.  The  whole 
affair  is  over  and  finished,  and  we  not  only  re- 
ftise  the  pnblio  the  iofonnation,  but  we  are 
afraid  to  trast  onrselvee. 

Sir,  it  is  a  grave  question,  whether  we  have 
the  power  to  arrest  here  a  commnnication  smt 
to  the  House  of  BepreaentatiTes  through  ns. 
The  PreudeDt  has  sent  information  to  both 
Houses,  requesting  us  to  transmit  it  to  the 
House,  It  is  a  usual  ooursCj  and  when  the 
documents  are  volominons,  it  is  almost  always 
done.  It  has  been  admitted  that  the  Presi- 
dent has,  himself,  the  right  to  make  public  the 
wbole  tnmaaotdoD ;  and  yet  we  are  so  fastidi- 
ooB  that  we  apprehend  danger  even  to  txnst 
onrselvee  with  reading  the  oommunioatdon. 
They  are  to  be  locked  up  in  the  bureau  of  the 
Gommittee  of  Foreign  Belations ;  and  until  these 
confidential  gentlemen  have  examined  them, 
we  are  not  to  have  a  si^ht  of  them.  The  re- 
sult is,  that  we  are  to  mterpose  to  abut  out 
from  the  pnblto  that  information  which  the 
Preadent  himself  on  his  own  responsibility, 
has  a  right  to  give.  Sir,  I  apposed  the  mission, 
and  still  believe  I  was  right ;  but  instead  of  re- 
vising, I  will  facilitate  every  thing  which  may 
go  to  show  me  in  the  wrong,  I  am  not  afraid 
nor  ashamed  to  hear  and  publish  any  man's 
doctrines  in  opposition  to  my  own.  It  is, 
moreover,  made  the  duty  of  the  President,  by 
the  constitution,  to  make  this  communication. 
"He  shall  from  time  to  time,"  that  is,  when, 
on  his  own  responsibility,  he  deems  it  ezpedi- 
entj  "  communicate  to  Oongress  the  state  of  the 
Cmon."  A  transaction  affecting  essentially 
the  state  of  the  Union  is  conunnnicated,  and 
we,  the  Senate,  even  with  closed  doors,  are 
neither  permitted  to  hear  or  see  it.  Is  it  ma- 
terial that  the  committee  shall  detun  these 
docnmenta,  that  their  answer  shall  go  out  si- 
mnltaneouslyf  Public  opinion  is  not  to  be  fore- 
stalled :  for  the  people  of  these  United  States 


|UucH,lBSl. 

will  hear  the  whole  before  they  decide.  Bat 
if  we  are,  indeed,  afraid  to  trust  them,  it  is  a 
little  ringnlar  that  we  ahonld  be  afiud  to  tjut 
oorselvea. 

Mr.  Hatitx  rose  in  rep^  to  Ur,  GHumni 
and  Mr.  Houns,  and  sud  that,  if  the  Preadoil 
dedred  to  give  to  the  world  his  instnicticHU  to 
the  UiniBters  to  the  Congress  of  Panama,  on 
his  own  reeponnbility,  he,  as  a  member  of  the 
Senate,  conld  have  no  ol^eotion  to  hia  dtnng  n, 
be  the  Preeident  infinenced  by  what  motina 
he  may.  BnL  when  tlie  attempt  was  made  to 
convert  this  House  into  the  mere  insbrament 
for  the  Bcoompliabment  of  snch  a  purpose,  hi 
felt  disposed  to  panse  and  iuqnire  into  the  ob- 
ject intended  to  be  accomplished  by  the  pro- 
ceeding. If  the  Preadent  deeired  to  shift  tlio 
reeponaibility  of  laying  before  the  world,  docn- 
menta which,  by  the  practice  of  all  GrOTsm- 
ments,  are  usually  locked  up  in  the  archiveB  of 
the  country,  it  was  at  least  necessary  that  the 
Senate  should  know  preoiBely  the  character  ct 
the  papers  which  they  wero  called  upou  to 
print,  in  order  that  they  niigbt  jndge  how  fit 
it  was  proper  for  them  to  assume  the  respond- 
bility  thus  attempted  to  be  thrown  npon  them. 
The  uBual  and  proper  mode  of  proceeding  wh, 
to  do,  what  had  been  done  in  thia  case — tc  re- 
fer the  HeoBsge  and  documents  to  the  Oommit- 
tee  on  Foreign  Belations  for  examination  \  »nd 
i^  after  they  shall  have  been  examined,  it 
abould  appear  that  they  contain  nothing  which 
can  compiomit  the  oharaoter,  or  affect  the  Co- 
tore  pt^oy  of  this  country,  he,  for  one,  would 
have  no  objection  to  print,  and  circulate  dum 
as  widely  as  the  President  or  his  friends  oonld 
deeire.  Those  Senators  who  had  opposed  the 
Panama  mission  from  the  besinnuiK,  oonll 
have  no  pos^ble  otnection  to  the  publicaticsi 
of  every  thing  calculated  to  afford  correct  in- 
formalJon  concerning  that  wild  and  Tisionary 
prqject  But  at  the  same  time,  it  ia  dne  (said 
Jlr.  H.)  to  ourselves  and  to  the  country,  thit 
we  should  clearly  understaikd  the  tme  chaiao- 
t«r  of  these  documents,  before  we  take  upMi 
ourselves  the  taak  of  ushering  them  before  the 
world  on  our  responsibility.  The  President 
might  have  caosed  them  to  be  printed  and  cir< 
oulated  without  sendins  them  here :  but,  is  be 
ia  determined  to  send  tnem  out  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Senate,  it  ia  proper  that  we 
should  resort  to  the  usual  means  tor  obtaining 
authentic  information  as  to  the  true  character 
of  the  documents,  in  order  to  detfirmine  the 
course  proper  to  be  pursued  in  relation  to 


the  subject  appropriately  belonged,  it  would  be 
entirely  out  of  the  nsncu  coarse,  and  as  it  q>- 

rrs  to  me,  highly  improper  to  order  them  to 
printed,  or  to  adopt  any  other  measure  in 
relation  to  them,  until  we  should  have  the  le- 
snlt  of  the  examination  to  which  they  would 
be  snt^ected  by  that  committee. 
lix.  OsucBSBS  said  he  was  unable  to  discover 
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to  render  their  pnblioatioD  improper.  The  ob- 
rioos  annr^  to  thia  wm  th»t  the  conrtittitlOQ 
bd  made  the  President  the  Jadge  of  that  mat- 
ter :  it  gKve  to  him  the  power  to  divulge  to 
Congren,  knd  to  the  pablio,  what,  on  hia  re- 
qxnuibility,  he  might  Uiink  it  eafe  and  proper 
to  eommaDicate.  It  did  not  ^ve  to  the  Senate 
■n  ^qtell&te  power  over  bis  Jadpnent.  The 
Senate  warn  no  more  the  ctnutitntioiial  gnardiui 
(rf  the  Preradeat  than  of  the  Honae  of  Repre- 
MDtatives.  Bnt  thia  doctrine^  praoticallr  car- 
ried ont,  would  make  it  the  gnardian  of  both. 
When  the  Prendent  Mnda  a  message  to  the 
Hoeae,  we  ore  first  to  examine  whether  it  ia 
discreet  in  him  to  eend  it;  uid  this  kindlj'  of- 
fice bnng  performed  to  him,  we  are  then  to  ae- 
oettain  wnether  it  ia  diacreet  to  albtt  the 


H^gn  limit  to  them)     What  beoomes  of 
eo-ordiaate    branohea  of  jonr   Govermnentt 
That  beoomea  of  the  conamnt^oat    The  Sen- 
lie  wiU  be  TOOT  Government,  and  all  other  de- 


Ihese  doeameata  do  not  belong  to  yon  alone. 
Tbej  are  eqnallf  the  property  of  the  other 
Bffoae ;  and  they  are  now  made  pnblio ;  and, 
therefore,  their  contents  are  the  property  of  the 
pobBc  Has  not  any  member,  at  tnia  inatant, 
tbe  right  to  go  to  yoor  file,  tranacribe  any  part, 
or  the  whole  of  their  eootenta,  imd  pnbliah 
thccD  in  the  newspaper,  without  violatmg  any 
nle  of  tbe  Benato,  any  role  of  law,  or  my  mle 
at  praftrietT't  Certainly  he  haa.  It  waa  alto- 
gMber  nniinpOTttuit  what  were  the  contents  of 
the  papers.  They  were  already  pablio,  and  on 
the  reepaaatlHlity  of  tbe  Premdoit  The  In- 
MramentalitT  of  tbe  Senate  was  not  asked  or 
reqtured,  and  it  woa  only  the  exercise  of  eome 
MW«r  by  tbe  Senate  which  oonld  now  with- 
Mld  tbanr  emitenta  from  the  House  of  Bepr»- 
Matatma  and  tbe  nation.  He  denied  the  ex- 
iMeoee  of  sneh  a  power  in  the  Senate.  Whence 
£d  they  derive  it  f  Or  why  ahoold  they  pos- 
Mwit)  The  Bonate  is  not  responaible,  if  the 
President  has  acted  indiscreetly,  as  the  arga- 
meat  aasnmee,  althongh  the  Senator  admits  he 
doei  act  know  the  oontenta  of  the  papers,  and, 
•d  covne,  eannot  know  that  their  publication 
wiD  do  DUBCbiet 

UakM  the  Senate  be  invpared  to  Bsaome  the 
tectioa*  and  responsibility  which  the  oonstitn- 
tm  has  vested  in  the  Execntive,  and,  indeed, 
thoMwiikh  bekug  to  tbe  House  of  Bepresent- 
slins  also,  it  oaimot  arrest  what  is  sent  by 
^  one  to  tbe  other  in  the  course  of  offloial 
tej.  It  is  not  only  a  direct  violatdtm  of  the 
>^t  of  the  Executive  to  send,  and  of  the 
Boon  to  receive,  those  papers,  but  it  is  a  psl- 
P^  infraction  of  the  right  of  the  people  to 
'^f  wliat  ooeurs  in  the  progress  of  Oonaires- 
■oBil  proeeedings.    Waa  it  ever  heard  i»  be- 


fore, that,  in  relation  to  facta  disclosed  with  all 
the  forma  of  a  public  proceeding  in  an  open 
sesnon  of  Oongreas,  either  this  or  any  otner 
branch  of  the  Government  had  interposed  to 
lay  its  hands  on  the  materials  liy  which  those 
facte  were  to  be  acquired,  and  ahot  them  op  in 
a  committee  room!  and  this,  too,  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  conoeeUng  their  existence  t 
How,  he  asked,  does  this  oonrse  compare 
with  that  of  the  Senate  when  the  Panama  mis- 
sion was  advised?  The  mqority  of  that  day 
did  not  heffltato  to  give  to  the  pei^e  all  the 
facts  twfore  them.  No  one  resisted  it  The 
misnon  had  been  determined  on,  and  whether 
tbe  doonments  were  pnblished  or  no,  the  IGn- 
isters  would  be  sent  onL  But  the  qneation  had 
ex(ut«d  public  interest,  and  Qie  nation  bad  a 
jnat  claim  to  all  the  information  which  would 
enable  them  to  Judge  whether  the  policy  was 
wise.  Did  we  meet  the  demand  to  pnbliab,  by 
asking  if  gentlemen  intended  to  perpetuate  ao- 
rimonloDS  feelings  t  By  advertiiw  to  tbe  dan- 
ger of  exposing  our  notions  of  the  oourse  of 
policy  to  be  pnrsned  to  these  nations)  By 
suggesting  the  necesuty  of  employing  the  agen- 
cy of  a  committee  to  send  ont  an  "  antidote 
with  tbe  bane  t"  As  if  we  feared  to  trust  the 
honesty  or  the  intdligeoce  of  tbe  American 
public.  No,  sir,  all  the  documents  we  had 
were  published,  and  thoosands  of  copies  dis- 
persed over  the  whole  surface  of  this  Union ; 
and  all  the  lat>ored  arguments  of  onr  opponents 
seoomponied  them.  Now  we  ask  uie  same 
jn^ce,  and  onr  case  is  a  mnch  stronger  one. 
What  we  have  pabUahed  is  a  part  only,  and  we 
ask  to  pnblish  the  remaining  part,  which  is 
necessary  to  a  right  understanding  of  the 
whole.  What  is  pablisbed  was  the  sronnd- 
work  agunst  which  was  levelled  all  Ue  pre- 


iahed  and  completed  soperatnicture. 

Tbe  motion  to  print  tbe  Message  and  doon- 
ments was  lost : 

TiAs. — Henrs.  Barton,  BooSKny,  Bnmet,  Oham- 
bcis,  Chase,  Fool,  Hendricks,  Holmes,  Jabniton  ^ 
Loainana,  Knight,  Maiti,  Noble,  Robbiiis,  Ganibrd, 
Sevniour,aU)ee,  Webster,  Win^— IB. 

Nats. — XeMts.  Baroard,  Benton,  Berrien,  Branch, 
Obandler.Dickerson,  Dudley,  Eaton,  Hafna,  Ireddl,    ■ 
JohuBOD    of   Kentucky,   Kane,   ^g,    HoKInley, 


Ur.  TizxwKLL  asked  whetiier  a  motion  to 
transfer  the  Uessage  and  doonments  from  the 
Legislative  to  the  Executive  Jonmal  would  be 

The  Vice  President  said  he  presumed  it 
would  be  in  rader.  There  were  no  Instances 
of  transfers  from  the  Legislative  to  the  Execu- 
tive Journal ;  but  transfers  from  the  ExecDtive 
to  the  Legislative  Jonmal  were  not  unfreqnent. 
The  motion  was  made,  and  carried  in  tbe  af- 
firmatiTe,  by  a  vote  of  90  to  IC 
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DnrtDg  the  above  disongsioiL  a  meaaage  was 
received  from  the  Eonse  of  Bepresentatives, 
atatiiig  that  they  had  passed  a  resolation  for 
the  appointment  of  a  Joint  Conunittee  to  wait 
on  the  Frendent  of  the  TTiuted  States,  and  in- 
form him  thftt  nuleas  he  had  enj  farther  hma- 
new  to  oommanicate,  the  two  Eonsee  were 
ToaAj  to  adiotan,  bhA  asking  the  oonoturenoe 
of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  conoorred,  and  uipolnted  a  com- 
mittee.on  its  part;  and  Mr.  bioth,  of  Uarj- 
land,  from  the  committee,  reported  that  thejr 
had  discharged  the  dnt;  introsted  to  them,  si^ 


that  the  Present  Informed  them  he  had  notli- 
ing  farther  to  eommmiicate ;  that  he  pre- 
sented hia  beat  reapeota  to  both  HouMe  of  Ooa> 
and  wished  them  a  safe  retnrn  to  tb^ 


BZ 


Another  message  waa  reodred  from  tbe 
House,  ertstbg  that  the;  had  completed  tb» 
legislative  bonnesa  before  them,  and  vera 
TMij  to  fe^onra. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Shttb,  of  Maryland,  itwu 
ordered  that  the  Senate  meet  to-monow  tt  11 
o'clock  A.  M. 

The  Yic«  Preeddent  then  odjonmed  tlie  Ben- 


EK0CEEDING8  AT  EXTRA  SESSION. 


Thcbsdat,  March  S. 
DocummU — Fawima  Jfiinm. 
The  following  Message  tram  the  President  of 
Qie  United  States,  received  and  conndered  the 
third  instant,  in  legislative  session,  wa&  at  that 
time,  on  motion  of  Mr,  Taibwkll,  ordered  to 
be  transferred,  with  the  accompanying  docQ- 
ments,  to  the  Ezeontive  Jonmnl : 

Tb  tha  BenaU  and  £buM  o/  Jtqrrttmtatitet  of  A* 
UtUltd  Slattt  of  Ammai. 

WuHmsTON,  Sd  HkFch,  1BS9. 
I  bmnsndt  herewith  to  Congress  k  cop;  of  the 
instructions  prepared  bj  tlie  Seoretajy  of  State,  and 
Ibmished  to  ^e  Ministers  of  the  United  States  ap- 
pointed to  attend  to  die  iiaaembly  of  American 
Flenipotentiaries,  first  held  at  Panama,  and  thence 
tnuisferred  to  Tacubaya.  The  occuion  for  which 
they  ircre  given  has  paased  away,  and  there  is  no 
present  probability  of  the  renewal  of  those  negotia- 
tions ;  but  the  purposes  for  which  they  were  intend- 
ed are  still  of  the  deepest  interest  to  our  coontry, 
and  to  the  world,  and  may  hereafler  call  again  for 
the  active  energies  of  the  Oovemmeot  of  the  United 
Btates.  The  motive  for  withholding  them  from  gen- 
eral publication  having  ceased,  justice  (o  the  Gov- 
ernment from  which  they  eoiauated,  and  to  tlie 
people  for  whose  benefit  it  was  instituted,  requires 
that  Uiej  should  be  made  known.  With  this  view, 
and  from  the  consideration  that  the  subjects  cm- 
braced  by  those  instructions  must  probably  engage 
hereafter  the  consideration  of  our  successors,  I  deem 
U  proper  to  make  this  communication  to  both 
Houses  of  Congress.  One  copj-  only  of  the  Instruc- 
tions beine  prepared,  I  send  it  to  the  Senate,  ra- 
qncsUng  that  it  may  tic  transmitted  also  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatlves, 

JOHN  QXnSCY  ADAYS. 


TiTSSDAT,  March  10. 
Hr,  BxNTOH  Bobmitted  the  following  motion: 


Ordtrtd,  That  the  netaage  of  th( 
the  United  States,  transmitting  to  the  Senate  tlia 
tnatnioUoDS  to  the  Unisler  of  Uie  United  Sutei  to 
the  Congreia  at  Panama,  with  the  accompaniing 
documents,  be  reftrred  to  the  committee  appoint- 
ed the  E|h  hutant. 

lite  Senate  proceeded  to  oonmder  the  motioo. 


Teubsdat,  March  12. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  made  on  the  10th  instant,  to  refer  the 
Message  transmitting  the  instrnctions  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  at  Panama,  to  a 
Select  Oommittee. 

Mr.  Bkntos  had  leave  to  withdraw  the  mo 
tion,  and  sabmitted  the  fbllowing  bs  a  snb- 
atitnte: 

'  "  The  late  President  of  the  United  Btatee  having 
by  liis  meesage  of  the  8d  Uarcli,  IB39,  eommiuu- 
caled  a  G<n>y  of  the  instroctions  to  tlie  llinitteis  of 
the  United  Butes  am^dnted  to  attend  at  the  As- 
sembly of  American  Plenipotentiaries,  first  held  at 
Panama,  aikd  thence  tnuuferTed  to  Tacnbaya,  witli 
"  a  view  to  tli^  geoetel  publication,"  which  is 
claimedbyhimseanact  of  "justice  to  the  Govern- 
ment fhim  which  thoj  emanated :'  Therefore, 

"  Bfolvtd,  That  tlie  mjunction  of  secrecy  be  re- 
moved from  the  said  documents,  so  far  as  to  per- 
mit the  publication  of  the  same,  as  containing  the 
views  of  the  late  Giecullve  of  the  United  States ;  it 
beiog  thereby  declared  that  such  publication  is  not 
to  be  conmdered  as  the  eipreesion  cf  an  ofuiuon  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  in  relation  to  any  of  the 
principles  avowed,  or  measures  soggeated  in  s^d 


The  Senate  proceeded  to  consider  the  motion. 

FBmAr,  March  18. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  conaideration  of  the 

motion  Bohmitted  resterdaf  b;  Mr.  Bxktot, 
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TctUiTe  to  the  instractioiis  to  the  Umsten  of 
the  raited  SUtes  at  Panuna. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Sooth  Carolina, 
that  it  lie  on  the  table,  it  was  determined  in 
the  negative — jeaa  6,  nays  80. 

UosDAT,  Ifaroh  16. 

The  Beaate  renuned  the  consideration  of  the 

motion  mbnutted  bj  Hr.  Benton  on  the  12th 

instant,  respecting  the  InEtmctiona  to  the  Hin- 

bun  of  the  Doited  States  at  the  Oongress  of 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Kt.  Vbbbteb,  to 
mend  the  taio^  hf  UrUnng  out  all  after  the 
word  "Resolved,"  and  inserting,  "Xbat  the 
VesHi^  of  the  Preddent  of  the  United  States, 
(^  the  Sd  of  March  last,  transmitting  the  in- 
Hmctions  pren  to  the  Uinisters  of  the  United 
States,  tt  the  Congress  of  Panama,  and  the 
docnmcats  aocompanTing  it,  be  transferred  to 
the  Lf^isUtive  Joomal  of  the  Senate." 

A  diviaon  of  the  qaeation  was  called  for  by 
Vr.  Kjse,  and  beine  taken  on  striking  OQt, 

It  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas  18, 
nar*I9. 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  Tazbwxll, 

To  amend  the  resolntion  bj  striking  out  all 
■fter  the  word  "  emanated,"  and  inserting  the 
bDowing: 

"Tk  Senate  having  bestowed  upon  the  sdd  fn- 
Krictieaa  the  most  eai^ral  attenHon;  and  not  be- 
u>g  (bla  to  discover  any  possible  t>enefit  which  may 
nruhfromllieirpnblieationatthistime ;  ontheooD' 
inrj,  finding  io  them  many  eipree^DS,  iosiDaa- 
liani,  and  opuiions,  is  the  justice  and  proprletj  of 
vhich  the  Senate  do  not  concnr,  bat  regard  the 
pmnnlgition  of  the  same  as  a  measure  vliich  niaj 
be  prodnctiTe  of  much  public  detriment.;  Therefore, 

"  RaolittiL,  That  the  said  instruetiona  be  returned 
tt  the  Department  of  State." 

It  was  determined  ia  the  negative — yeas  B, 

Od  motion  of  Mr.  UcLAjn,  of  Delaware,  to 
■oeod  the  reeolntion,  by  striking  ont  all  after 
the  words  "  Setolfed,  That"  and  inserting, 
"the  Hid  Message,  and  the  docomente  accom- 
T^ying  it,  as  containing  the  views  of  the  late 
Eiecnlive,  bo  transferred  to  the  Legislative 
Josroal  of  the  Senate ;  it  being  hereby  de- 
clared that  such  transfer  is  not  to  be  consid- 
trml  (dtber  expressive  of  an  opinion,  on  the 
P*it  of  the  Senate,  of  the  propriety  of  the  said 
Meoage,  or  of  the  langnage  nsed,  the  principle 
*>««ed,  or  the  measures  soggested,  is  said  in- 
Knetionj:" 

TM.X— IT 


A  division  of  the  question  was  called  for, 
and,  being  taken  on  striking  ont,  it  was  deter- 
mined in  the  affirmative. 

A  moUon  was  made  by  Mr.  Bttoqixb,  to 
amend  the  amendment  proposed  to  be  inserted, 
by  striking  oat  the  foUowing  clanse :  "  It  being 
hereby  declared  that  sach  transfer  is  not  to  bo 
considered  as  the  expression  of  an  opinion,  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate,  of  the  propriety  of  the 
said  Measege,  or  of  the  language  need,  the  prin- 
oiples  avowed,  or  measores  so^ested  in  said 
instrnctions." 

And  it  was  determined  in  the  negative — yeas 
18,  nays  19. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Mr.  Wkbstbb,  to 
amend  the  proposed  amendment,  by  inserting, 
after  the  word  "  propriety,"  the  words  "  or  im- 


yeaa  21,  nays  11. 

The  amendment,  thns  amended,  was  then 
agreed  to. 

On  the  qnestion  to  agree  to  the  oridnol  mo- 
tion OS  amended,  It  was  determined  in  the 
affirmative — yeas  22,  nays  10. 

So  the  resolntion  was  agreed  to  as  follows : 

<■  The  late  Prerident  of  the  United  States  having, 
by  his  message  of  the  3d  March,  1829,  communica- 
ted Id  the  Senate  a  copy  of  the  instmctions  to  the 
Hhilsters  of  the  United  States  appointed  to  attend 
at  the  Assembly  of  American  Plerdpotentiariea,  first 
held  at  Panama,  and  thence  tnuuferred  to  Tacn- 
baja,  with  a  'view  to  their  general  publloaUon,' 
wluch  is  claimed  by  him  as  an  act  of  'justice  to  the 
Government  from  which  they  emanated ; '  There- 
for*, 

"  JiaalBtd,  That  the  said  message,  and  docaments 
accompanying  it,  u  conti^ning  the  views  of  the  late 
EzecutiTe,  be  transferred  to  the  Legislative  Jonr- 
nal  of  the  Senate ;  it  being  hereby  declared,  that 
such  transfer  is  not  to  be  conmdered  as  the  eiprea- 
tf  on  of  an  opinion,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  of  the 
propriety  or  impropriet  j  of  the  said  message,  or  of 
the  language  used,  the  principles  avowed,  or  meai- 
uree  snggeated,  hi  said  Instructions." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tazkwxix, 

Ordered,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  subject  of  the  message,  transmilUng  the  hi- 
structions  to  the  Uinisters  of  the  United  Stales  at 
the  Congress  of  Panama,  be  transferred  to  the 
lepslative  jonmaL 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Szyvoub,  that  this  Ue>- 
sage  be  printed, 

It  was  determined  io  the  n^stive — yeu  18, 
nays  16. 
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TWENTIETH  CONGRESS.-SECOiro  SESSION. 


PROGEEBINOS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES. 


Hoifiii.T,  December  1, 1828. 

The  Hooee  waa  called  to  order  at  12  o'clock, 
by  the  Hon.  AsoBM^r  Stbtssboit,  the  Speaker 
of  the  HoDBe,  The  roll  being  called  over,  one 
hundred  and  eeventy  membera  and  three  dele- 
gated answered  to  their  names. 

The  usual  mesaages  were  interchanged  be- 
tween the  two  Houses,  and  a  cDininitt«e  waa 
appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  States. 

TuE8Di.T,  December  2. 

Ur.  Yam  Berbsblakb,  from  the  committee 
Mipoijited  to  wait  npoo  the  President  of  the 
United  Btatea,  and  infonn  him  that  the  two 
Eonses  were  in  seesion,  &o.,  reported  that  they 
had  performed  tbat  daty,  and  tne  President  re- 
plied he  would  make  a  commnnication  to  both 
Honses  this  day  at  12  o'clock. 

Soon  after  which,  a  Message,  with  aooompa- 
nying  docnments,  was  received  from  the  Presi- 
dent, by  the  hands  of  Mr.  John  Adams,  his 
K'vate  secretary,  (for  which,  see  the  Senate's 
bates.) 

The  reading  of  the  President's  Uessage  be- 
ing eonclnded,  it  was, 

On  motion  of  itr.  Tatxor,  ordered  to  be 
committed  to  the  Committee  of  the  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  six  tboa- 
sand  copies  of  the  same,  with  the  accompany- 
ing documents,  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the 
use  of  the  membera  of  the  Hoose. 

Tbubbdat,  December  4, 
The  laU  Eedgt  TKompion. 
Mr,  TccEEK,  of  New  Jersey,  addressed  the 
Hoase  as  follows : 

Mr.  Speaker :  I  rise  to  announce  the  nnpleas- 
ant  information  of  the  death  of  one  of  my  col- 
leagues, Ur.  Hkdoi  TROKFaoiT      Thongh  not 


long  a  member  of  this  Honse,  those  who  bid 

the  pleasare  of  his  acqnuntanoe  while  hen 
will  bear  me  ont  in  saymg,  tbat  the  wortli  of 
tiie  deceased  was  of  no  common  order.  All 
who  had  the  happiness  of  knowing  bim  as  vtU 
as  did  the  homble  indiTidoal  npon  whom  hw 
devolved  the  melancholy  duty  of  addresnng 
yon  on  this  occasion,  will  bear  me  testimonj 
that  his  character  combined  an  aseociatioa  of 
the  most  estimable  qaalitiea  of  the  hunuo 
heart;  he  bad  been  afflicted  by  a  distrMSDg 
and  protracted  disease  of  the  liver,  whieb  te^ 
minated  bis  Jonmey  of  life,  when  he  paidlbe 
great  debt  or  nature,  at  his  residence  in  Nev 
Jersey,  on  or  abont  the  SOth  of  Angust  Ust 
That  the  usual  solemnity  in  this,  as  in  dmilir 
cases,  may  prevail,  I  move  yon,  ur,  the  follow- 
ing reaolnUoD : 

Sttatvtd,  Th&t  as  a  testimony  of  respect  Tor  liiB 
memory  of  Hnoi  THoHrsoa,  deceised,  liU  t 
member  of  this  House  for  the  State  of  New  J«tk;, 
the  members  thereof  will  go  into  mooniing  b; 
wearing  crape  on  Uie  left  arm  tbr  thirty  Aiyi. 

The  resolntion  was  nsanimonaly  agreed  lo 
Cvmberltmd  Boad. 


Rttotiitd,  Thai  the  Committee  on  Roads  asd  Cft. 
nab  be  instmcted  to  inquire  into  tbe  eipeditic; 
of  reporting  a  bill  to  authoiiie  the  opening  of  tM 
Camberlsnd  rend  eighty  feet  vide  on  its  pnMnt 
location  through  the  Slate  of  Indiana,  by  cuUing 
off  the  timber,  remoriog  oil  obstructions,  and  Pitt- 
ing tempoiary  bridges,  so  u  to  let  on  ihe  XtvA, 
preparatory  to  tumpiking  the  time ;  and  also,  lb>t 
Baid  committee  inquire  into  the  expediencj  of 
making  on  appropriaUoD  of  fifty  theunnd  doHui 
for  that  purpose. 

Mr.  StirrR  said,  that  he  must  ask  the  indul- 
gence of  the  House,  and  the  ear  of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Boada  and  Canal&  while  he  remark)^ 
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britflj  on  tbe  objects  of  tbe  reBolation.  There 
ve  few  sabjects,  said  Mr.  S.,  I  may  t&j  none, 
in  which  tbe  citizens  of  the  State  from  which 
I  cciae,  and  particidarlj  those  more  imniediate- 
Ij  iffect«d  hj  this  road,  either  in  fact  or  antici- 
pition,  art  more  dceptj  interested  them  in  th&t 
embrvcd  by  this  resotation.  The  Comberland 
read  being  the  grand  thoroughfare  through 
KliLdi  »  great  portion  of  the  emigration,  as 
Td]  u  the  merchandise  from  the  Atlantic 
Stites,  md  dtiea,  most  pass,  hy  land,  to  the 
State  of  Indiana,  and  those  States  west,  throagh 
which  diis  road  is  intended  to  he  located,  it 
cotiHqiwntl;  becomes  a  matter  of  much  un- 
pnrluce  b>  onr  citizens,  that  it  shonld  he  in 
fieililij  and  active  progress  westward.  It 
mnst  be  recollected  hj  the  Hoose,  and  particu- 
IsHf  bj  the  committee,  that  Mr.  Knight  the 
&ble  mtunissioner  who  ran  and  marked  the 
nmd  Ibrongh  the  State  of  Indiana,  in  his  re- 
port to  Congress,  at  tbe  last  seesion,  warmljr 
reconnneods  the  opening  of  this  road  in  tbe 
itiiiiDa'  fontemplated  by  the  resolntion.  It 
■DnM  seem  almost  onnecesaary  fbr  me  to  add 
mj  entite  concnrrence  in  the  views  of  Mr. 
Xn^t  on  the  subject,  as  his  opportonitjea, 
lia>ing  examined  tbe  gromid,  for  acquiring  a 
iuMwIedge  of  the  subject,  not  onlj  as  r^^uds 
tbe  geogr^ihy  of  the  country,  bat  as  to  the 
propriety  of  this  preparatory  step,  has  been 
iDch,  IS  to  entitle  hia  opinions  to  the  respectfnl 
(onsderction  of  this  House  and  the  committee. 
Ii  nmrt  be  recollected  by  tbe  Honse,  that  a  bill 
pMMd  the  Senate  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
pen,  tnthorizing  the  opening  of  the  rood  as  is 
contemplated  hy  this  resolntion ;  that  the  re- 
peued  efforis  of  myself  and  colleague.  Col. 
fiiUL  Qtr.  JnmraoB  being  at  that  time  nnfor- 
tnntltty  eonflned  to  his  bed  by  severe  indispo- 
aliofl.)  to  take  xip  the  bill  ont  of  its  order, 
proTed  nnaTMling,  and  we  were  compelled  to 
!(« the  session  dose  and  the  hill  not  reached  on 
tbe  onjers  of  the  day.  It  will  alao  be  reeol- 
kcted  that  I  intTodnced  a  joint  resolntion  of 
ti)e  General  Asaemhly  of  Indiana  on  this  sab- 
iwt  which  was  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Roads  and  Canals.  It  was  indeed  a  subject  of 
uiDcli  regret  to  me  that  the  bill  of  the  last  ses- 
Q<4i  did  not  become  a  law,  as  the  voice  of  my 
mnstitaebta,  which  shall  ever  be  my  gnide, 
oiled  for  every  exertion  that  conld  be  made  on 


rommisMoner,  a  great  portion  of  the  pnhlic  do- 
iMin  lying  imniediBtely  on  the  line  of  the 
^ene.  ud  contignons  thereto,  has  passed  into 
^>e  Itaods  of  individual  purchasers,  and  the 
muDey  into  the  Treaeniy  of  the  United  States  ■ 
tans  nt  opening,  towns  ere  laying  out,  and 
nUt^cs  springiog  np,  and  the  whole  face  of  the 
""■nlry  grcAtly  improving.  In  anticipadon  of 
the  opening  and  final  completion  of  this  greet 
Biiional  work.  National  I  call  it,  air:  for,  if 
any  work  of  internal  improvement  can  proper- 
'j  b«  called  national,  tliis  is  surely  of  that 
thancter.     The  people  conrider  Congress  as 


pledged  to  proceed  with  this  great  and  impor- 
tant work,  and  I  flatter  myself  their  Just  ei- 
pectattons  will  not  be  disap^inted.  To  such 
gentlemen  as  held  constitutional  scruples  on 
these  subjects,  I  will  merely  say,  that  this  reso- 
lution, and  tbe  subject  of  Inquiry,  steers  clear 
of  the  constitutional  objections  of  the  gentle- 
men ;  it  rests  on  other  principles.  Buch  being 
the  case,  as  fivqnently  admitted,  as  I  believe, 
on  this  floor,  I  hope  we  shall  have  the  co-op- 
eration of  these  gentlemen  as  well  as  those 
who,  like  myself  are  not  troubled  with  these 
constitntjonu  objections  on  subjects  involving 
the  right  to  make  works  of  internal  improve- 
ment. I  believe  we  have  the  power,  ana  1  em 
willing  to  exercise  it  for  the  benefit  of  the 
country.  *  It  is  not  my  intention  to  go  Into  the 

Saestion  at  this  time,  as  it  can  answer  no  vain* 
ble  purpose.  I  will  merely  point  gentlemen 
to  the  compact,  and  to  the  fact  that  the  two 

Er  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  sales  of  public 
ids  in  the  State  of  minois,  which  I  consider 
pledged  to  this  object,  has  already  amonnted 
to  more  than  the  sum  called  for  by  the  reso- 
lution. 

I  have  felt  it  to  be  my  duty,  sir,  to  introduce 
this  resolution,  and  to  make  the  remarks  which 
I  have  submitted,  at  this  early  period  of  the 
session,  that  the  committee  may  have  the  sub- 
ject imder  their  consideration  aa  early  in  the 
session  as  possible,  as  I  am  very  anxious  that  a 
bill  may  be  reported,  and  finally  pass,  during 
the  session,  which  I  a~ —  ="  •-  ' 


1  aware  is  to  be  a  short 


Mr.  UoLbak  moved  to  amend  this  resolu- 
tion, by  inserting  therein,  after  the  word  "loca- 
tion,"' these  words,  "from  Zauesville,  by  way 
of  Columbus,  in  the  State  of  Ohio." 

Mr.  Shtth  declined  accepting  of  this  as  a 
modification  of  his  resolntion.  So  Str  as  this 
road  bad  gone  into  the  State  of  Ohio,  it  had 
been  made  to  follow  the  course  of  ^ooA  roada 
already  existing ;  but  in  Indiana  this  was  not 
practicable,  as  no  such  roads  lay  in  its  contem- 
plated coarse.  Besides,  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  would  involve  the  necessity  for  an 
enlarged  appropriation. 

Mr.  MoLzAir  considra^  this  as  no  valid  ob- 
jection to  the  amendment.  The  whole  subject 
would  remun  within  tlie  discretion  of  the  oom- 
mittee. As  to  what  the  gentleman  had  ob- 
served as  to  the  good  roads  in  Ohio,  he  must 
certainly  be  under  an  erroneous  imprestnon. 
The  preparation  contemplated  by  the  resolu- 
tion was  as  much  needed  in  that  State  as  it 
could  be  in  Indiana. 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith  thereupon  modified  the  original 
resolution,  so  as  to  Insert  tl(H),O0O,  instead  of 
(60,000;  in  which  form  the  resolntion  was 
carried. 

Tbubsdat,  Deoember  11. 

Externum  of  Time  for  Dravbaek. 

The  engrossed  bill  extending  the  term  within 
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which  merohuidise  may  be  exported  with  ben- 
efit of  drawback,  was  read  a  third  time,  and 
the  qaeBtion  beiog,  "  Shall  the  hill  pass  f  " 

Mr.  WicEUFFi  sud,  when  the  hill  was  or- 
dered to  an  en^ossment,  he  did  not  correctlj 
apprehend  the  effects  cpon  the  revenue  of  the 
country  to  be  operated  oj  tile  first  section,  and 
he  thought  it  probable  the  House  did  not  de- 
Tot«  Buffioient  attention  to  the  bill  when  under 
consideration  on  jesterdaj.  To  the  extension 
of  the  time  for  allowing  goods  entered  for  ex- 
portation the  benefit  of  orawbact,  he  did  not 
see  any  valid  objection,  and  of  course  would 
be  willing  to  vote  for  the  bill  if  that  was  its 
OdIj  effect ;  but  the  first  sectjon  makes  an  in- 
novation upon  the  settled  revenue  sjstem  of 
this  Government  &om  its  origin.  Our  earliest 
legislation  has  charged  a  certun  rote  of  per 
cent,  npon  the  amount  of  debentures,  varying 
aoeordmg  to  cironmatances  in  its  amounts. 
For  mKiv  years  past  it  has  been  fixed  at  3}  per 
oent,  lliia  2|  per  cent  h&s  yielded  to  our  rev- 
enue annually  about  the  sum  of  |150,000  to 
1200,000.  The  first  section  of  this  bill  pro- 
poses to  repeal  so  much  of  onr  revenue  law  as 
imposes  this  SJ  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  duty 
on  foreign  merchandise  imported  into  the 
United  States,  (principally  on  foreign  accounts, 
owned  by  foreign  merchants  and  manu&ctor- 
era,)  in  quest  of  a  market. 

I  caimot  be  mistaken,  said  Ur.  W.,  when  I 
state  that  this  bill  will  have  the  effect  of  sub- 
tracting from  the  revenue  of  tlie  countoy,  an- 
nually, (160,000,  three-fonrths  of  which  is 
now  paid  b;r  foreign  merehants  and  manofac- 
torers.  I  inll  not  undertake  to  point  out  the 
propriety  of  levying  this  contnbution,  npon 
the  merchandise  of  lorei^ers,  con«dered  as  a 
revenue  measure,  or  as  a  just  tax  for  tbe 
trouble,  expense,  and  risk,  encountered  by  the 
Government ;  Uie  legislation  of  the  nation  for 
thirty  years  should  supersede  the  necessity  of 
Buch  labor  on  my  part.  Let  not  gentlemen  de- 
ceive themselves  by  the  idea  that  this  measure 
is  to  operate  to  the  advantage  of  the  American 
merchant,  citizen,  or  manufacturer.  Its  bene- 
ficial effects  will  be  miunly  enjoyed  by  the  for- 
eign merchants  and  manufkcturors.  They  are 
the  great  owners  of  the  goods  entitled  to  the 
benefit    of  drawback.     We   have  onr   table 


cities,  praying  Congress  to  impose  a  duty  on 
the  sales  made  at  auction,  of  foreign  merdian- 
dise,  because  of  the  facilities  which  such  sales 
afford  to  the  foreign  importer  and  manufac- 
turer, to  the  great  injury,  if  not  ruin,  of  the 
American  merchants,  and  we  are  by  this  bill 
called  npon  to  grant  them  greater  facilities,  and 
that,  too,  at  the  expense  of  the  public  Treas- 
ury. I  shall  say  no  more.  I  have  stated  my 
ol^ecttons  to  the  hilL  I  do  not  think  I  am 
Bustaken— I  know  I  am  not  in  one  respect — 
that  is,  the  loss  which  your  Treasury  will  sos- 
tain,  of  something  like  (1^0,000  per  annum. 
It  is  for  the  Houbo  to  say  whether  this  loss 


shall  bo  sustained.    I  desire  that,  when  ths 
question  is  taken,  it  may  be  taken  by  yeas  and 

Mr.  Gaubbxlsno  expressed  his  regret  tbat 
the  gentleman  from  Eentncky  had  not  choEen 
an  earlier  opportunity  to  offer  his  objections  tc 
a  part  of  the  hill ;  when,  if  they  had  been  sus- 
tained by  a  minority  of  the  House,  it  migbt 
have  been  amended  accordingly.  He  would, 
however,  endeavor  to  show,  that  the  gentleman 
had  entirely  misconceived  the  object  of  the  de- 
duction in  question.  He  says  we  are  about  to 
relinquish  a  revenue  of  one  or  two  hundred 
thousand  dollars  anouBlly,  and  therefore  the 
hill  ought  to  be  r^eoted.  The  statesman  who 
framed  the  ori^nal  act  never  contemplated 
that  this  deduction  from  the  drawback  sbonld 
ever  operate  as  a  t«  upon  the  carrying  trade ; 
it  never  had  been  the  policy  of  the  country  tu 
exact  a  revenue  on  merchandise  in  transit ;  no 
commerdal  country  that  he  knew  of  had  ever 
adopted  a  measure  so  injurious  to  its  own  navi- 
gation. The  sole  object  contemplated  by  the 
original  act  of  1789— the  first  act  levying  du- 
ties on  importation— was  to  indemnify  the 
Government  for  all  charges  incidentsl  to  ware- 
housiuK  merchandise,  which  might  be  exported 
witii  the  benefit  of  drawback.  It  was  never 
Intended  to  impose  tiie  smallest  fraction  of  tax 
on  such  merchandise  for  purposes  of  revenae. 
The  act  of  1789  authoriiod  a  deduction  of  one 
per  cent  from  the  moderate  duties  of  that  day, 
when  the  ad  valorem  rates  were  generally  at  S 
and  7i  per  cent.  The  charge  was  equal  to 
about  five  cents  on  eveir  hundred  dollars,  and 
was  exdnaively  designed  to  cover  all  incidents] 
expenses.  Under  the  stamp  act,  a  stamp  dutj 
was  imposed  on  debenture  certificates ;  and  le 
cover  this  expense,  an  additional  deductiim  wii9 
made  in  ISOO.  From  omission,  or  from  some 
other  cause,  when  the  stamp  duties  were  re- 
pealed, the  deduction  from  the  drawback  wis 
not  restored  to  its  original   rate.      We   have 


amount  now  deducted  for  the  mere  expenses  of 
warehousing,  is  sixteen  times  the  rate  origintl- 
ly  contemplated,  while  the  expenses  have,  in 
the  mean  time,  actually  diminished.  There 
was  no  cause  now  existing  for  retaining  any 
portion  of  the  duty  for  the  purposes  mentioned 
m  the  original  act.  Every  expense  that  could 
possibly  be  chargeable  on  merchandise  depos- 
ited in  our  poblic  stores,  and  every  cnstom- 
honse  fee,  must  be  paid,  before  it  con  be  token 
out  of  the  possession  of  the  ofGcers  of  the  cus- 
toms. The  property,  while  under  the  care  of 
Government,  was  at  the  risk  of  the  owner; 
the  Govemmeut  was  in  no  manner  respousihla 
for  its  safety.  We  were  already,  by  existing 
laws,  amply  indemnified  for  every  expense  in- 
cidental to  merchandise  designed  for  exporta- 
tion, and  the  deduction  from  the  debenture 
could  not  be  defended  on  that  ground.  He 
was  not  aware  that  any  other  commercial  na- 
tion had  made  any  sn^  deduction,  nnlese  it 
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V3S  in  Uea  of  all  incidental  charged  for  storage, 
&c  The  sole  object  of  the  biU,  eeii  lir.  0., 
is  to  Dlac«  onr  foreign  trade  on  the  wise  ana 
libers]  fixiting  on  which  other  nations  had 
pUoed  theirs.  Bat  even  if  we  pass  this  bill, 
oar  nBvigatiag  interest  will  not  enjoy  advan- 
t*^  eqoal  to  those  granted  by  other  nations  to 
tiiu  branch  of  trade.  In  Great  Britcun,  roer- 
cfaudise  may,  npon  application  to  the  Oom- 
miMODCiB  af  the  Treasury,  remain  in  entrepot 
indefinitely  for  jeara4  without  even  an  entry 
brin^  made,  or  the  payment  of  any  dnty.  Ac- 
wirdmg  to  onr  laws,  the  dnty  mnat  be  paid  at 
the  eipiratJon  of  certun  terms.  The  nayigat- 
ing  interest  of  this  country  auliclted  no  farors 
— ^bey  asked  merely  to  have  restrictions  taken 
cff  which  actually  operated  as  an  enconrage- 
■Bcnt  to  the  navigation  of  Great  Britain  and 
Tnnce,  at  the  expense  of  onr  own  conunerce. 
To  tu  the  carrying  trade  was  sabstantially 
DotMng  less  than  levying  a  toll  on  merchandise 
fw  the  privilege  of  crossing  the  Atiantio  Ocean. 
But  there  was  another  and  a  stronger  objec- 
tion. If  the  SJ  per  cent,  deduction  from  the 
iatj  ibonld  be  continaed,  its  effect  would  be 
to  impose  n  discriminating  dnty  on  onr  own 
Ufigilion,  in  favor  of  the  navigating  interests 
of  IVinee  and  Great  Britain,  onr  corapctitArs 
for  the  profits  of  the  carrying  trade.  Such  a 
niiainN  would  be  detrimental  not  only  to  the 
Bavigiling,  bnt  to  every  interest  in  the  eoon- 
try.  It  would  be  utterly  inconsistent  with 
every  rule  of  sonnd  policy,  and  with  the  prac- 
tice of  all  nations  sharing  in  the  carrying  trade 
at  the  world.  The  bill  would  be  essentially 
nrvieeable  to  our  foreign  commeroe,  and  would 
enihle  US  to  contend  with  other  nations  in  a 
tnoeh  of  navigation  which  had  been  nniformly 
a  bvorlte  in  all  commercial  eonntriea. 

Mr.  Baxkkt  observed,  that  the  honorable 
EtDtloDan  from  Eentacl^  appeared  to  have 
taken  np  an  impression  on  this  anhject  which 
was  directly  the  reverse  of  the  actaal  state  of 
tte  beta.  The  genUeman  seemed  to  suppose 
thit  a  large  proportion  of  the  amonnt  of  goods 
infwted  for  drawback,  is  on  foreign  account. 
"m  reverve  is  the  troth.  By  far  the  larger 
fartion  of  our  whole  imports  are  for  the  oon- 
Nnption  of  the  country,  and  those  intended 
br  re-exportation  are  imported  almost  entirely 
bj  Dor  own  merchants.  When  foreign  mer- 
eimts  ship  those  goods,  which  are  the  nsoal 
•object  of  onr  drawback  system,  they  ship 
tban  direct  to  the  porta  where  they  intend 
fiuUy  to  send  them,  without  entering  our  ports 
itslL  But  when  onr  own  merchants  import 
fi*  drawback,  it  b  usually  with  a  view  to  re- 
export the  cat^oes  to  the  ^est  Indies  end 
Eooth  America.  The  bill  operates  on  Ameri- 
ca BKrchants  almost  exclusively,  and  ita  ob- 
]«t  isto  benefit  them,  and  not  ^reigners.  It 
mle*,  in  fact,  the  ports  of  the  United  Btates 
^  porta,  and  ita  operation  will  be  to  enable 
the  foreign  merchant  to  find  here  all  those  mls- 
cdkoMni  kinds  of  merchandise  which  are 
t^oi^  to  make  up  an  assorted  cargo.    The 


retting  of  the  two  and  a  half  per  cent,  of 
duties  operates  as  an  injury  to  tne  carrying 
trade — a  trade  which  no  wise  nation  will  tax 
for  revenue.  Great  Britain  has  in  her  colonial 
dominions,  near  onr  own  frontier,  free  porta, 
which  she  has  opened  for  the  very  purpose  of 
rivalling  us  in  this  trade ;  and  the  result  of  this 
wise  measure,  on  their  part,  Is,  that  British 
merchants  are  enabled  to  save  almost  the  whole 
of  the  freight.  Under  such  a  state  of  things, 
onr  obvious  policy  is  to  free  our  trade  from 
every  shackle.  Our  trade  to  Booth  America  is 
Increamng  every  hour,  and  has  already  so  far 
advanced  as  to  constitute  one-third  of  our 
whole  exports.  Under  this  state  of  things,  we 
ought  to  enconrage  it  by  every  means  in  our 
power.  Mr.  B.  concluded  by  again  insisting 
that  the  operation  of  the  bill  wonld  terminate 
on  American,  and  not  on  foreign  mercantile 
interests. 

Ur.  BvoBAJixfi  said,  It  was  his  intention  to 
vote  in  fevor  of  the  bill,  and  he  wished,  in  a 
few  words,  to  state  his  reasons.  It  ts  true,  aa 
the  gentleman  from  Kentncky  (Mr.  Wioxuttb) 
baa  stated,  that  the  passage  of  this  bill  will 
diminish  our  annual  revenue  from  1130,000  to 
tl60,O00.  Tlie  question,  then,  is,  will  the  ob- 
ject sought  to  t>e  accomplished  more  than  in- 
demnify the  country  for  this  loss  of  revenue  1 
He  thought  it  wonld.  The  bill  rests  upon  a 
very  simple  principle.  Great  Britain  is  strug- 
gling to  obtam  the  oorrying  trade  of  the  world. 
She  has  established  free  ports  throughout  her 
extensive  dominions,  in  which  her  merchants 
may  deposit  foreign  merchandise  withoat  the 
payment  of  any  transit  dnty.  The  wise  prin- 
ciple upon  which  she  acta,  is,  to  bnrthen  her 
foreign  trade  as  little  as  possible.  It  passes 
free  through  her  dominions  to  foreign  conn- 
tries. 

The  qnestjon.  then,  is,  shall  the  American 
merchant  be  placed  upon  the  same  footing  I 
Great  Britain  is  onr  great  rival  for  the  carry- 
ing trade ;  and  ought  we  not  to  enable  onr 
merchants  to  stm^le  og^nst  this  powerM 
competition  with  the  same  advantages  which 
her  mercbania  possess?  Onr  laws  impose  a 
transit  dnty  of  two  and  a  half  per  cent  upon 
the  existing  rate  of  duty,  on  all  foreign  mer- 
chandise imported  into  viB  United  States,  to  be 
transported  to  foreign  countries.  This  operates 
as  a  discriminating  dnty  in  favor  of  the  Eng- 
lish and  agunst  the  American  merchant.  All 
other  drcnmstances  being  equal,  it  would  In 
effect,  he  a  premium  to  that  amount,  to  enable 
the  foreign  merchants  to  undersell  onr  mer- 
chants in  foreign  markets.  The  simple  ques- 
tion, then,  is,  shall  we  protect  onr  foreign  com- 
merce, by  affording  it  tne  same  advantages  wiUi 
the  foreign  commerce  of  Great  Britain  t 

At  the  lost  session  of  Congress,  Ur.  B.  said, 
he  had  exerted  all  his  feeble  abilities  to  pro- 
mote the  passage  of  a  law  for  the  protection  of 
agrionlture  and  manufactares.  He  considered 
commerce  equally  entitled  to  our  fiivor.  Its 
protection  was  equally  a  port  of  the  great 
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American  S7st«iii.  The  datj  which  he  felt  he 
owed  to  the  commeroe  and  the  mercantile  in- 
terest of  the  oonntrj.  wonld  not  suffer  him  to 
vote  agunat  this  buL  It  was  calculated  to 
build  ap  oar  foreign  trade,  and  enable  onr  mer- 
chants to  enter  into  a  iair  oompetitjon  with  the 
merchants  of  the  otbet  uanmemal  nations  of 
the  world. 

The  jeu  and  nays  were  then  taken,  and 
stood— yeas  168,  najs  flS. 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  Senate. 


MoNDAT,  December  IS. 

DravhMi  on  Stftn^  Sagw. 

The  btU  increasioff  the  amount  of  drawback 

on  sugar  refined  within  the  United  States,  was 

Ur.  dumnEUora,  to  remove  all  donbts  as  to 
the  effect  of  the  bill's  being  confined  exdnaive- 
Ij  to  sugars  refined  &om  foreign  materials,  read 
a  paragraph  from  the  former  bills  passed  in 
1616  and  1818;  bat  lest  any  suspicion  sbonld 
remain,  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  bj  adding 
thereto  the  following  proviso : 

"  Pnmded,  That  tbU  act  shall  Dot  slier  or  repeal 
any  lav,  dow  in  force,  regnlatlDg  the  eiportatlon  of 
sugar  re&ned  In  the  United  Btates,  eicept  to  change 
the  rate  of  drawback,  when  so  exported." 

Mr.  Stbvknsoit,  of  Pennsylvania,  stdd,  this 
bill  bad,  wilbont  opposition,  prwreased  so  fiir 
that  he  presmned  resistanoe  woidd  be  unavail- 
ing. Be  deemed  it  proper,  however,  to  say  a 
few  words  ezplsnatory  of  his  vote  sgsinst  its 
engrossment  and  passage.    He  was  against  the 

Kstem  of  bonnties,  cloaked  onder  the  name  of 
awbacks.  The  bill,  in  fact,  proposes  to  give 
from  the  Treasury  a  boonty  on  domestic  refined 
sugars,  when  exported,  of  five  cents  per  ponsd, 
nsder  the  pretest  that  the  brown  sugar  of 
which  it  b  made  pays  three  cents  per  pound 
dnty  on  its  importation.  The  existing  law 
allows  a  bonnty  or  drawback  of  fonr  cents  per 
pound  on  sngar  refined  in  the  United  States 
end  exported,  and  this  is  equal  to  the  whole 
dnty  pud  on  the  raw  sugar  ent«rinK  into  its 
fabric — deducting  a  fair  proportion  of  the  cus- 
tom-house expenses,  &ti.,  on  trade.  To  in- 
crease this  bonnty  is  not  only  to  repay  all  the 
duty  that  has  been  received  on  the  sugar  used, 
bat  it  becomes  an  aotnal  chaise  on  the  commu- 
nis, for  the  benefit  of  the  sugar  refiner. 

Ur.  OutBBXLZNci  observed,  in  reply,  that  the 
object  of  the  present  bill  was  merely  to  correct 
an  error  in  previous  legislation.  The  general 
provisions  of  law  on  this  subject  were  as  old  as 


amount  of  debenture)  A  report 
made  at  the  last  session,  by  Uie  Committee  of 
Commerce,  in  relation  to  this  point,  and  if  the 
genUeman  from  Fennsylvuiia  wonld  give  him- 
self the  trouble  of  oonsolting  it,  be  wonld 
there  find  that  the  coDunittee  agree  willi  him. 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THE 
DnoBbad:  at  S^bud  Sugar. 


that  not  a  cent  should  be  allowed  in  fonu  of 
drawback  beyond  the  actual  cost  of  the  foreign 
Bugar  refined.  He  will  meet,  in  that  report, 
with  three  distinct  calculations,  drawn  frran 
the  most  satisfactory  data,  and  made  with  the 
greatest  minuteness  and  aaxa ;  and  if,  after  ex- 
amining them,  the  gentleman  should  not  be 
fUly  convinced,  his  apprehensions  of  thst  gen- 
tleman's condor  and  powers  of  comprehennou 
would  prove  very  erroueous.  In  fact,  the  rate 
proposed  in  the  present  bill,  instead  of  being 
carried  to  an  extreme,  left  a  fraction  in  £svor 
of  the  United  States.  In  granting  snch  a  draw- 
back, the  United  States  wonld  not  go  as  far  aa 
other  commerdal  nations,  nor  would  the  pres- 
ent Congress  go  as  far  as  their  ancestors  had 
done  for  twelve  years  after  the  organization  of 
the  Government.  The  oonstant  practice  had 
been  to  fix  the  drawback  at  double  the  rate  of 
duty,  because  it  required  two  pounds  of  for- 
eign raw  sugar  to  make  one  pound  of  Ameri- 
can refined ;  wheress  the  present  bill  fixe*  lh« 
drawback  at  five  cents,  altbongh  the  duty  on 
each  pound  of  imported  sugsr  was  three  cents. 
As  to  the  question  of  the  general  policy,  when 
the  time  arrived  in  which  that  question  would 
become  one  of  great  importance  Mr.  C.  sud 
he  should  be  ready  te  go  with  tne  gentleman 
from  FennsylvsJtia,  so  far  as  to  enlarge  our  sys- 
tem of  debenture.  But  to  refuse  the  drawbsek 
would  be  to  double  the  consumption  duty  upon 
this  article.  It  would  be  sending  it,  witk  a 
consumption  dnty  exacted,  hy  our  own  coon- 
try,  to  meet  anoUier  consumntion  duty,  exact- 
ed in  the  foreign  country  whither  It  was  car- 
ried; whereas  the  sugar  refined  abroad  was 
loaded  with  only  one  such  duty.  Mr.  C.  con- 
cluded his  remsrks  by  observing,  that  the  soli- 
Ject  was  not  new,  nor  had  he  advanced  the 
views  he  had  expressed  as  having  the  least 
claim  to  novelty.  They  had  long  been  received 
and  acted  upon,  and  the  only  question  te  be 
settled  at  this  day  waa,  as  he  had  before  re- 
marked, tbe  actual  amount  of  the  drawback  to 
be  allowed. 

Ml.  Stobss,  of  New  York,  said  that  tbs 
effiect  of  the  bill,  as  he  apprehended,  would  be, 
by  grantins  an  additional  drawback  on  refined 
sugar,  made  from  that  of  foreign  growth,  te 

S'ace  it  on  the  same  footing  with  sugar  r^ned 
om  that  of  domestic  growth.  There  mi^ht 
formerly  have  been  a  good  reason  for  allowmg 
this  drawback,  for  at  that  time  we  possessed  no 
sugar  lands,  and  raised  no  sugar  of  domestio 
growth.  But  since  then,  the  state  of  things 
had  been  greatly  changed,  and  the  United 
States  now  raised,  within  its  own  limits,  a  large 
proportion  of  the  sugar  actually  used  in  the 
country.  There  was  a  difference  between 
allowing  drawback  on  the  mere  transit  of  arti- 
cles which  left  the  United  States  in  the  same 
condition  in  which  they  entered,  and  allowing 
drawback  on  ortioles,  uie  form  of  which  was 
changed  sfter  their  importation.  Government 
ought  to  be  cantions  how  it  lets  articles  of  this 
description  compete  with  unular  articles  of  our 
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own  prodactioii.  Tlie  general  poUoy  of  Uiis 
GoTunment  had  Iwan  not  to  allow  drawback 
U  tU  upon  xtiolee  of  thia  kind.  Unoh  diffl- 
caKj  had  been  expsrienoed  in  tbe  om  of  im- 
pccUd  iSka  itamped  ban  and  ra-ezported, 
Ti»  ^enttaoan,  raidy,  would  not  apply  the 
doetnne  of  drawbaoka  to  cotton  goooa  mann- 
(Ktond  in  the  United  Btatea  end  eiported,  if 
the  cotton  of  which  they  were  made  were  an 
imported  artide,  or  to  wooUena,  if  the  wool 
su  impMied.  The  proTiaion  appeared  to  him 
inipalitie^  if  not  oqloat. 

Ur.  Goanuf  i^d  that  the  operation  of  the 
bin  did  not  appear  to  him  to  be  rightlr  nnder- 
HDod.  What  ia  it^  aaked  Ur.  G.,  which  the 
bl  im  joDr  table  does  in  effeot  axj  t  It  aaya 
mlj  this :  that  if  there  is  ia  this  country  any 
ibD  tod  industry  which  may  be  naefnlly  em- 
ployed upon  a  foreign  material,  yoo,  the  Go7- 
enunest,  vill  enconr^e  BDch  indoBtry  and 
"fcill.  The  gentleman  from  New  York  appears 
to  think  that  the  effect  of  the  bill  will  be  to 
introdDw  a  rival  to  the  growth  of  oar  domes- 
tjengir;  bnt  so  Ita  was  thia  from  being  the 
we,  that  the  onl;  difSonlty  which  the  Oom- 
nittes  (f  Commerce  apprehended,  when  they 
mtndMed  the  lull,  waa,  that  its  efftoot  wonld 
beta  tDow  the  drawback  on  onr  own  angar, 
■bicb  WW  intended  onlr  for  sugar  imported. 
SopposB  e«r  so  many  millionB  of  ponn^  to  be 
imported  and  re-exported — bo  far  as  onr  oon- 
symption  at  borne  wu  coDOemed,  the  dnw- 
hul  would  prodace  no  competition  between 
iliis  Eigir  and  onr  own,  because  the  drawback 
ii  lUowed  only  on  the  exportation.  The  the- 
iTT  of  the  act  is  thia :  that  there  are  skill  and 
ctfitil  ia  this  country,  which  can  be  advan- 
lagtoady  employed  in  refilling  and  improving 
ihe  fbriB  of  a  foreign  article,  and  that  yon  wiU 
eBranragegach  an  empIoyiiMnt  of  it. 

If  mgireonld  be  raised  as  cheaply  at  home 
K!  it  eao  be  imported,  we  ahonld  not  go  abroad 
fiirihc  aiticte.  The  mann&ctnre,  then,  wonld 
Im  of  the  domestic  article,  and  not  of  the  for- 
tigc,  ind  every  poond  of  our  own  ragar,  re- 
fined and  exported,  wonld  get  the  drawback. 
The  bill,  therefore,  does  not  cramp  and  restrain, 
)k'^  00  (he  contrary,  tends  directly  to  encoor- 
*^  the  growth  of  soger  In  the  United  Statea. 
The  domeotic  grower  would  have  the  price 
Sied  by  borne  consumption,  and  wonld  get  the 
fffiwbaek  loo.  He  would  then  ha?e  no  rival ; 
■o  that  the  argnment  from  this  bill  goes  rather 
fe  other  way.  The  real  danger  is,  that,  soon- 
er or  later,  ancb  an  invitation  will  be  given  to 
tin  mun&cbirer,  that  the  American  article 
*in  eury  the  drawback.  The  law,  to  be  snre, 
utempu  to  prevent  this,  by  prescribing  oaths, 
■"It  that  b  not  the  tme  secunty.  The  seonritj 
UH  in  the  nature  of  the  transaction :  for  it  will 
W  e»»y  to  tell  whether  the  Qovemment  pays 
<D(nv  for  drawback  than  it  gets  for  duty.  If 
^  drawback  does  not  exceed  the  dnty,  then 
the  law  will  have  been  faithfully  observed. 
for,  if  there  are  a  hondred  hogsheads  of  for- 
ties sugar,  and  another  hondr^  hogsheads  of 


domeetio,  and  if  the  two  paroelB  are  equally 
cheap,  what  ia  it  to  the  puoUo  which  ot  them 
the  refiner  chooses  to  use  t  If  they  are  equally 
cheap,  there  ia  no  need  to  discriminate  between 
them.  The  tme  test  is,  does  the  drawback  ex- 
ceed the  duty  t  If  it  does,  then  yon  are  paying 
a  bountv  for  exportation. 

Mr.  MoDimu  said,  that,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  discnssion,  he  had 
entArtuned  great  doobt  as  to  the  policy  of  this 
measure,  and  althongh  he  did  not  concur  in  all 
the  views  which  had  been  urged  against  the 
bill,  he  had  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  bill 
ought  not  to  pass.  The  allowance  which  it 
proposes  to  gnat  to  the  mannfactnrers  of  re- 
fined sngar,  is  denominated,  indeed,  a  draw* 
back;  bnt  &  reference  to  the  argnmrat  by 
which  it  has  been  vindicated,  as  w^  as  to  the 
practical  effect  of  the  law,  will  demoustrato 
that  it  ia  in  fact,  and  in  truth,  a  boimty,  upon 
the  exportation  of  refined  sugar,  monnfaotored 
in  the  United  States.  Disguise  it  as  we  may, 
said  Mr.  HoB.,  this  is  the  commencement  of  a 
system  of  Iwimties  upon  the  exportation  of  do-' 
mestio  msnofBctnres,  and  can  only  i>e  regarded 
as  an  extension,  in  a  new  form,  of  that  system 
of  policy  which  has  been  recenUy  exemplified, 
in  raising  the  duties  upon  imported  merchan- 
dise, almost  to  the  point  of  prohibition.  The 
Eutlcman  from  Hassachnsetts  Q£r.  Gobhax) 
s  very  truly  said,  that  it  is  perfectly  immate- 
rial, both  to  the  manufacturer  and  to  the  com- 
munity, whether  the  refln^  sugar  ia  made  from 
brown  sngar,  grown  and  made  in  the  United 
States,  or  from  that  which  ia  imported  from 
abroaa.  In  point  of  tact,  the  law  will  operate 
prectaelj  as  if  the  drawback  were  allowed  in- 
discriminately upon  sugars  refined  either  from 
domestic  or  imported  brown  sugar.  It  cannot, 
therefore,  with  any  propriety,  bo  regarded  as 
a  branch  of  the  drawl>ack  system,  which  is 
confined  specificslly  to  the  iWundin^  of  the 
duty  paid  to  the  Government  by  the  importer. 
Now,  is  it  pretended  that  the  five  cents  a 
pound  which  is  to  be  paid  to  the  exporter  of 
refined  sugar,  goes  into  the  pocket  of  the  im- 
porting merch^t,  by  whom  the  dnty  upon  the 
imported  brown  sugar  was  pud  to  the  Qovem- 
ment !  I  pnt  it  to  gentlemen  to  say  whether, 
under  the  disguise  of  a  drawback,  this  is  not 


other,  and  all  concnrring  In  the  oppreswon  of 
the  commnnjty  t 

Mr.  Stobbb  said  that  the  remarks  that  he 
had  mode  when  last  up,  had  been  misunder- 
stood. He  was  not  oppoised  to  the  system  of 
drawback,  bnt  he  did  not  conuder  this  bill  as 
legitimately  pertaining  to  that  ayat«m.  As  to 
the  importation  of  articles  intended  for  transit 
merely,  he  thought  that  a  reasonable  time  ought 
to  be  allowed  for  the  payment  of  the  doty, 
whether  it  were  twelve  or  twenty-fimr  months. 
But  the  present  waa  a  different  qneation,  and 
alw^s  had  been  so  .considered.  The  present 
was  a  questi<ai  respecting  arUoles  imported  into 
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the  Uiutad  Statee,  and  altered  bj  the  manufac- 
turer before  thej  were  re-exported  for  the 
benefit  of  the  drawback.  There  were  bnt  few 
articles  thn£  aitnated,  end  the  regnlationa  re- 
apeoting  them  did  not  constitnte  eaj  general 
system  at  alL  They  were,  for  tiie  moet  part, 
articles  which  we  did  not  raise,  such  as  silks, 
afterwards  stamped  in  tba  United  States,  and 
one  or  two  otherB  of  a  dmilar  kind.  The 
present  bill  went  to  enlarge  the  prinoiple,  and 
to  extend  the  ajstem.  A  ship  wae  aa  article 
tnanufiictnred  In  the  United  States ;  bat  did  any- 
body ever  think  of  aeking  or  granting  a  draw- 
back on  the  Iran  employed  in  its  fabrication ! 
Snch  a  thing  was  ncTer  heard  of.  In  relation 
to  sugar  the  state  of  tlm^s  was  altered  since 
the  law  was  first  passed.  We  now  raise  sngar 
in  the  United  States,  and  that  in  lai^  qnand- 
ties.  Mr.  S.  said  he  was  not  for  going  bock 
and  repealinff  the  law,  unoe  it  had  now  been 
long  establi^ed,  bnthe  could  not  see  any  pro- 
priety in  now  extending  it.  The  whole  impor- 
tation of  sngar  amoonted  to  fiily-flve  millions  of 
poonds.  In  1634,  the  quantity  of  domestic  sugar 
rused  was  forty  miUions  of  poends;  fn  three 
years  it  had  increased  to  eeventy-six  millioDS ; 
half  as  niDch  again  as  the  whole  bad  fbnnerly 
been.  It  had  donbled  in  three  years,  and  if  it 
should  go  on  inorea^g  in  the  same  proportion, 
in  three  years  more  it  wonld  eqaal  the  whole 
amonnt  both  of  what  is  no  w  rused  and  imported. 
If  the  product  was  inoreasing  at  this  rate,  Mr. 
8.  asked  whether  he  bad  not  been  right  in  say- 
ing that  domestic  sugar  was  a  branch  of  onr 
home  prodnct  well  worthy  of  onr  looking  to. 
(He  would  not  use  the  word  protection,  as  that 
word  seemed  to  be  peculiarly  offensive  to  some 
gentlemen  in  the  House.]  The  present  amonnt 
of  drawback  was  but  eleven  tbonsand  dollars, 
pud  upon  about  three  hundred  hogsheads,  and 
for  an  object  like  thia,  gentlemen  were  asking 
the  House  to  introduce  a  principle  which  struck 
at  a  home  product  of  seventy-six  millions  of 

Kands.  Was  the  play  worth  the  caudle  t 
e  gentleman  from  Uassaohusetts  (Mr.  Gok- 
ham)  had  ssid,  that  if  capital  sought  investment 
in  the  carrying  trade,  ought  it  not  to  be  allow- 
ed to  take  tbat  direction  t  Certainly.  But 
would  it  be  a  more  profitable  application  of 
capital  U>  carry  foreign  sugar  refined  in  the 
United  States,  than  to  qiply  that  capital  to  the 
ndsing  and  refining  both!  Then  the  whole 
article  wonld  be  onr  own ;  we  should  have  the 
carrying  of  it  in  both  cases,  and  the  profit  of 
raiung  it  besides.  Should  tne  amount  become 
very  large,  the  armament  urged  by  the  ^ntle- 
roan  would  hear  the  other  way.  The  pnnolple 
of  the  present  bill  was  one  which  had  always 
been  rerasted  in  this  House,  and  he  thouf^t  it 
was  worth  a  little  consideration  and  some  delay, 
before  the  Government  ventured  to  extend  It 
forther. 

Mr.  Sfhaodx  said  he  was  glad  to  find  that 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Btobbs,) 
for  whose  opinion  he  entertained  a  high  respect, 
agreed  with  him  in  the  general  principles  which 


sustained  the  drawback  system.  That  miitle- 
man's  opposition  to  the  bill  resolved  itself  inb 
a  question  of  &ct,  not  of  principle.  He  object- 
ed that  It  would  interfere  wiui  our  domestic 
sugar.  Such,  Mr.  B.  stud,  would  not  be  the  cut, 
for  two  reasons :  First,  ourdomeetiosugsrisDot 
suitable  for  refining,  end  the  foreign  sngir  alone 
is  used  for  that  pnipose. 

[Mi.  Stobeb  explained.  He  sud  thst  the 
foreign  sugar  was  better  adapted  to  ths  purpoM 
of  refining,  from  having  been  longer  in  tbe 
country  and  better  drained  J 

Mr.  Si>RAOiiB  resumed.  Whatever  miglitba 
the  cause,  the  &ct  was  not  denied  by  any  on 
that  onr  domestic  sngar  never  goes  to  the  re- 
finers; it  is  not  suited  to  their  use  as  the  fbieign 
sngar  is,  aoA  therefore  doea  not  oome  io  ecanpe- 
tition.  In  the  second  place,  we  do  not  produM 
domestic  sugar  enoogli  for  our  bcone  cannmip- 
tion.  We  must,  for  some  time  oertiinly,  ccn- 
tinne  to  import  largelj'  from  abroad.  It  la  Bud 
that  the  quantity  made  in  the  United  Statei 
is  &st  increasing,  but  it  ia  to  be  reoollectea 
that  our  population  and  consumption  art  fis> 
increasing  also,  and  we  certainly  cannot  eipect 
to  be  soon  supplied  from  onr  own  soil ;  ind  w 
long  as  we  import  for  onr  own  coniomptioD, 
thera  certainly  can  be  no  competition  in  the  {<*• 
^gn  market  between  onr  own  and  foreign  mm. 

The  gentieman  from  South  Oaroliua  (V- 
UoDdpfib)  insists  that  allowing  this  drawback 
is  giving  a  bounty  upon  the  eiportation  of 
sugars.  He  says  that  the  importer  pays  the 
dutfi  and  that,  afterwards,  we  pay  back  the 
amount  to  the  refiner,  as  a  bounty ;  that  tlie 
artide  having  been  brought  into  tiie  oonDtrr, 
repaying  the  duties  is  a  dead  loss  of  so  mvcli 
to  the  Treasury.  Thia  proceeds  upon  the  »- 
sumption  that  the  same  qoantity  wonld  be  im- 

eirtod,  if  re-exportation  was  not  peiimtt«i 
such  were  the  &ct,  the  consequenoe  would 
be  to  depress  the  price  of  domestic  sogir— an 
effect  which  has  been  so  much  deprecsted. 
Having  the  article  here,  if  we  prevent  its  tow- 
ing of^  in  the  usual  channels  M  commeioe,  the 
accnmulation  inevitably  reduces  the  price;  £)' 
portation  of  the  foreign  article  is,  in  aucb  ok, 
as  hiahly  beneficial  to  the  domestic  producer, 
aa  if  the  same  quantity  of  his  own  found  a  m» 
ket  abroad. 

Mr.  DRiTTOK  was  in  fivor  of  this  bill.  IB 
operation  was  not  injurious  to  any,  while  it 
produced  a  benefit  (not  indeed  to  any  la^ 
amount,  but  still  a  great  benefit)  to  the  com- 
merce and  navigation  of  the  United  Btstes. 
How  (asked  Mr,  D.)  are  we  to  pay  for  the  max 
on  which  we  refnnd  thia  duty  I  CertJunlyBJ 
our  native  products :  for  there  is  no  wsj  of 
paying  for  importa  but  by  exporta.  This  ben- 
efits onr  agriculture.  Then  we  have  the  trans- 
port of  the  goode-^hia  benefits  our  coninwrce 
and  navigation ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  we 
introduce  into  the  country  a  species  of  ms^"' 
facture  which  otherwise  would  not  ^eiist. 
Against  ( 
dactive  01 
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to  p«raeive  what  valid  objMtion  conlcl  be 
broiiebt.  He  wonld  brieflj  notice  one  or  two 
which  had  been  snggeeUd.  The  gentleman 
from  yew  York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  bad  asM  th&t  the 
dectof  the  bill  would  interfere  witb  the  growth 
ofitoDiatio  sngar.  Bnt  how  was  this  poeaible  ? 
It  iiutead  of  aagar,  the  drawback  waa  granted 
OB  coffe«,  or  on  anj  other  artide  not  raised  in 
tha  United  States,  if  wonld  as  niQch  Interfere 
«iih  the  domestic  prodnot  of  coffee,  aa  of  angar. 
ffhy  wonld  it  not  interfere  with  the  growth  of 
{ofeet  Because  none  was  grown  within  the 
Tnitrf  States.  And  why  wonld  it  not  inter- 
ttK  with  the  growth  of  a^arf  Because 
notigti  was  not  nuaed  in  the  United  Statee  to 
mpplT  our  home  eonsamptioa,  and  therefore 
ciMDpetitioQ  was  ont  of  the  qaestion.  Oompe- 
tmon  oonld  not  exist  iinless  the  imported  am- 
tl«  wu  tint  on  a  footing  with  the  domeetio. 
But  Ihs  iatj  on  the  foreign  was  equal  to  one- 
tliird  of  its  valne.  Competition  was  therefore 
out  of  tha  qnestion.  Bngar  r^sed  here  did  not 
leD  mmij  at  the  cost  of  prodnetion,  hot  at  a 
price  in  which  the  dnty  was  included ;  and  as 
tJM  foreigD  article  was  saddled  with  a  dnty  of 
time  cents  a  pound,  the  domestic  bore  the 
HOM  price,  and  that  three  cents  was  clear 
pnGL  (W  own  snKar,  as  every  one  knew, 
TwBsed  oiclosiTel;  in  its  raw  state.  All  the 
nfordnnr  in  the  United  States  was  mann- 
&rtated  from  the  foreign  article  alone.  If  it 
■n«  not,  we  should  necessarily  import  the  re- 
Eicd  irtide  from  abroad.  That  would  pay  the 
ditj,  and  this  duty  wonld  be  paid  by  toe  con- 
nngtr;  whereas,  by  allowing  its  importation 
■ith  drawback,  the  article  is  obtained  cheaper, 
vbile  lU  our  domestic  snear  is  rused  ezclnsive- 
Ij  for  consumption  in  otner  ways.  The  effect 
*»  uutToidaUe.  We  manufactured  a  new  ar- 
fide  rf  oportation.  This  produced  importa- 
tm,  tb«  importation  paid  duty,  and  the  dnties 
■Egmnted  the  revenues  of  the  OoTemment. 
^i  dSects  of  the  system  were  all  beneficial, 
iDd  iDjued  nobody,  and  wh^  should  it  be  ob- 
jtiud  to  on  mere  abiitraat  principles  f 


TrzanAT,  December  16. 
InUnuU  ImprotmanU, 
Kr.  Hin,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  and  aud, 
tiat  the  reeolntioDS  which  he  was  alwnt  to  pro- 
mt had  been  suggested  by  a  bill  which  be 
Fiiiuid  on  his  table — the  Oumberland  road  bill 
-Uie  proTiikms  of  which  he  believed  contrary 
t^tbeootutitntion,  and  the  fiindamental  prin- 
f^pUs  of  our  political  iustitotions.  It  was  not 
lit  pnrpoK,  himself,  to  go  into  a  disenssion  of 
"*  abAnet  eonstitntional  aneation.  But  if  it 
"hwM  be  tfconght  proper  by  others,  the  reso- 
'DttMig  mi^t  offer  an  option  to  the  Honae,  In 


dlwoani^  the  question  separately  from  the  bilL 
If  this  £onld  not  b«  done,  (Mr.  H.  said,)  the 
iMlmion  would  yet  serve  him  as  a  protest 


BMohtd,  #v.  That  the  people  of  the  United 
Btates,  In  the  formation  of  their  GoTemments,  did 
not  alienate  thair  soTerelgnty. 

Ettolvtd,  That  Xhe  rights  of  Juiiniiction  and  soil 
are  the  esaentiil  attribi^a  of  sorereigDty. 

JUtoIved,  That  the  power  to  eiecitte  a  ajslem  of 
intamal  improvements,  within  the  States,  involves 
'     right  of  jarisdiction  and  soil 


and  to  make  laws  for  their  preservation  and  pro 
tection,  and  to  erect  toll  g&Ces,  and  to  enforce  tbtt 
collectjon  of  tolls,  involves  the  rigbt  to  eKecate  a 
Doniplete  ajBtem  of  internal  improvements. 

Rtiolved,  That  Congress  does  not,  under  the  con- 
stitution, poeaeaa  this  power. 

The  resolntions  were  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie 
table.* 

Draahaeh  on  Sorted  Sugar. 


Ur.  OiuiBa  remarked,  that,  as  he  was  not 
very  conversant  with  commercial  subjects  he 
shoold  not  have  engaged  in  the  discoaaion  of 
tliis  bill,  but  that  the  origin  of  the  allowance 
of  a  drawback  upon  refined  sngar  had  not  been 
stated,  nor  the  operation  of  the  present  allow- 
ance furly  represented  to  the  Honse.  We  have 
been  told  that  the  allowance  of  drawback  upon 
Bogar  refined  within  the  United  States  bad  been 
coeval  with  the  constitntion.  We  were  not, 
however,  informed  of  any  difference  in  the  pol- 
icy whicn  prodnced  the  first  law  upon  this  sab- 
ject,  and  that  which  is  the  evident  olnect,  for 
the  passage  of  the  present  bill.  The  first  law 
silowing  a  drawback  on  refined  sugar  was  passed 
in  1794,  and  was  entitled  "  An  act  laying  duties 
npon  anaff  and  refilled  sugar."  The  duties  to 
be  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act  were  to  be 
appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the  public  debt. 
In  order  to  secnre  to  the  Government  the  high- 
est possible  revenne  from  this  excise  upon  re- 
fined sugar,  a  heavy  duty  was  laid  npon  im- 
ported refined  sugar.  The  entire  supply  of  that 
article,  for  domestic  consnmption,  was  thereby 
^ven  to  the  sugar  refiners.  For  the  purpose 
of  enabling  them  to  furnish  that  supply,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  to  avoid,  the  consequences  of  a 

Ct  anrpluB  in  the  market,  by  which  the  re- 
s  would  be  less  able  to  pay  the  excise,  a 
drawback  was  allowed  them,  eqoal  to  the  ex- 
cise and  the  dnty  upon  the  raw  sugar  Imported, 
npon  all  refined  sugar  exported.  They  were 
allowed  the  benefits  of  the  foreign  market,  that 
they  might  be  the  hotter  enabled  to  pay  a  tax 
imposed  by  the  Government  npon  the  home 
consnmption,  Mr.  G-.  observed,  that,  from  onr 
proximity  to  the  West  Indies,  and  the  circum- 
stances that  the  most  essential  auppliea  of  the 
sugar  islands  were  drawn  from  uie  United 
States,  a  lai^  quantity  of  sugar  was  bronsht 
into  the  United  States  for  exportation ;  so  that 


'niut  tha  bin  and  its  principles.    Ur.  E,  then 
°S«nd  the  fidlowiiig  resolntions : 
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the  gngar  refinere  were  eoabled,  very  Boon,  not 
only  to  anpply  the  home  market,  bot  to  trans- 
port a  considerable  qoantitj  for  the  foreign 
market.  The  interaal  daty  QpOD  refined  Hogar 
ceased  after  the  SOtb  of  Jaonary,  1S03.  In 
1813,  an  internal  duty  of  four  oenta,  was  again 
Iwd  npon  mgar  refined  within  the  United 
States ;  and  for  the  same  reason  as  before,  a 
drawback  was  allowed  npon  exportation.  By 
the  act  of  1816,  the  duties  npon  refined  sngar 
were  continued,  and  the  drawback  increased. 
By  the  act  of  1817,  the  datiee  upon  refined 
sDgar  were  repealed.  By  the  act  of  181S,  the 
drawback  allowed  by  the  act  of  1816,  of  foor 
centa  a  pound,  npon  refined  sngar  exported, 
was  agiun  re-enacted.  Mr.  G.  observed,  that 
the  act  of  1818  was  the  first  which  allowed  a 
drawback  npon  refined  sngar,  unconnected  with 
an  internal  duty. 

Mr.  O.  said  he  had  been  thus  particniar,  in 
order  to  show  more  clearly  that  the  gentleman 
from  New  York  (Mr.  Oambbblkso)  was  mi*- 
taken,  in  supposing  that  the  policy  now  con- 
tended for  h&d  been  adopted  during  the  first 
Administration  of  the  Government.  He  said 
bo  would  now  attempt  to  show  that  the  genUe- 
man  from  Pennsylvania  (Mr.  Skbobakt)  was 
mistaken,  in  sapposing  that  the  export  of  re- 
fined sugar  bad  decreased  in  consequence  of  the 
draw  bade  being  no  more  than  funr  cents. 

The  export  of  refined  sngar  entitled  to  draw- 
back was; 

la  1818,        ....       $B8,SM 

■*  1819, 47,788 

"  1820,         ....  18,044 

"   1821, lfiB,627 

"  1832,        ....       177,066 

"   1828, 68,187 

"  1824,         ....  07,908 

"  1826,  -  ...  -  60,017 
"  1839,  ....  168,891 
"  1827,  -  ,  -  .  .  838,744 
From  which  statement  it  appeared,  (said  Mr, 
O.,}  tliat  BO  far  from  the  export  having  lessened 
by  the  operation  of  the  present  law,  more  re- 
fined sugar  was  export«a  during  the  last  year 
than  any  other  year  since  the  passage  of  the 
law  in  1818.  Mr.  G.  observed,  that  he  sup- 
nosed  the  object  of  the  drawback  at  present  al- 
lowed, was,  to  enable  the  refiners  so  to  extend 
their  business,  as  always  to  have  an  ample  sup- 
ply for  the  home  market,  and  in  case  of  the  ac- 
cumulation of  any  greabsoipIuB,  to  enable  them 
to  export  without  loss. ,  This  object  was  fully 
attained  by  the  present  duty.  But,  said  Mr. 
G.,  that  object  was  a  very  diSerent  one  from 
what  the  advocates  of  this  bill  wish  to  effect 
by  its  passage.  They  desire  so  to  model  our 
revenue  laws  as  to  direct  thereby  tlie  applica- 
tion of  a  portion  of  our  capital  and  labor  to  the 
mouufacture  of  an  article  for  exportation  oat  of 
materials  of  foreign  growth.  Hitherto,  the  ad- 
vocates for  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
manufactures,  by  means  of  our  revenue  system, 
have  confined  tUeir  views  to  the  supply  of  the 
home  market  of  such  manufactures  as  were 


mad6  of  materiab  the  growth  or  productioa  of 
our  own  country.  The  present  bill  goes  ftrtha. 
It  dedgna  the  creation  of  a  manufaotore  of  for- 
eign materials,  and  for  the  foreign  markets. 
Be  said,  that,  whenever  the  situation  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  enables  them  to 
mannfactnre  for  the  foreign  market,  without 
the  aid  of  the  Government,  they  will  have  the 
right  to  do  so ;  and  the  Government  cannot 
constitutionally  restrain  them.  But  the  Gov. 
emment  (Mr.  Q.  said)  had  no  right  to  creste  ■ 
manufacture  by  bounties,  nor  was  it  polilie  to 
do  BO,  if  it  had.  The  Government,  be  said,  bad 
the  power  to  lay  imposts,  and  to  r^ulate  com- 
merce with  foreign  nations.  There  was  ne 
other  power  granted  to  it  by  the  constitutioo, 
by  which  the  bill  conld  be  passed.  The  cr«i- 
tion  of  a  manufoctore  within  the  United  Stal«s 
cannot  be  considered  a  regulation  with  any 
foreign  nation.  And  it  would  be  eqaally  ab- 
surd (Mr.  G.  Bsld)  to  call  a  bounty  of  five  ceats 
a  pound  npon  refined  sugar  exported,  an  impo«t 
or  a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  revenue.  But  (Mr. 
G.  said)  he  did  not  intend  to  enter  at  la^  into 
the  discusrion  of  this  part  of  the  subject  He 
~'ihed  it  not  to  be  agitated  daring  the  present 
lion.  The  question  of  policy  he  considered 
of  great  importance,  not  so  mucji  from  any  c« 


ize,  and  the  practice  that  would  follow,  in 
lation  to  other  subjects. 

Mr.  G.  admitted  that  this  bill  wonld  not  affect 
injuriously  the  productions  of  domestic  sngar, 
and  that  its  general  effect  wonld  be  to  add 
some  wealth  to  the  country.  He  admitted  that 
the  five  cents  bounty  to  be  paid,  must  how- 
ever bo  previously  secured  by  the  Government, 
from  the  duties  on  raw  sugar,  which  would  not 
otherwise  be  imported.  Mr.  U.  sdd,  it  migfit 
seem,  from  this  admission,  that  he  ought  not 
to  apply  the  term  "  bounty  "  to  the  five  ceola 
to  be  paid  upon  exportation  rather  than  draw- 
back. Ho  justified  himself  from  the  cirecm- 
stance  of  this  five  cents  being  pud  in  a  manner 
that  would  not  authorize  the  payment  of  a 
drawback  upon  any  other  article ;  and  he  call- 
ed npon  the  gentleman  from  New  York  (J(r. 
OAMBBsuufo)  to  say  whether  this  was  not  so. 
The  sugar  which  the  refiners  use  is  not  import- 
ed nor  entered  for  the  lienefit  of  drawback. 
They  refine,  indiscriminately,  from  the  mas  of 
sugar  imported  for  the  home  market,  and  do 
not  send  it  abroad  until  some  favorable  foreign 
market  is  ofi'ered.     Mr.  G.  said  there  was  one 

lircnmstance  with  which  he  had  been  particu- 
larly struck ;  and  that  was,  that  all  the  zealous 
advocates  of  this  bill  were  gentlemen  who  rep- 
resent«d  the  great  cities  upon  the  Atlantic, 
(Mr.  GoBSAii,  from  Boston,  Mr.  Caxbheleko, 
from  New  York,  Mr.  Bkroeaut,  from  Pliiladel- 

Sha,  Mr.  Bakkex,  from  Baltimore,  and  Mr. 
iBATTON,  from  Charleston.)  These  gentlemen, 
no  doubt,  represented  the  interests  of  their  con- 
stituents ;  but  (Mr.  G.  said)  it  would  be  well 
worthy  of  con^deration,  whether  that  interest 
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Ud  littla  oounoction  with  the  interest  of  the 
uUoo.  The  nuDofoctnre  of  reflned  sogur  for 
uportetioD,  and  almost  entirely  that  for  home 
couomptioD,  mnst  necessaril/  be  confined  to 
ibe  latje  uuportlng  cities  upon  the  seaboard, 
beonw  ngar  is  too  heavy  an  article  to  be  car- 
ried into  the  ooontr;,  refined,  and  then  retnm- 
d  for  ciportaliaii.  Ur.  O.,  therefore,  felt  him- 
Mlf  uthHixed  to  aa;,  that  the  great  object  of 
tluj  biQ  wai,  to  give  emplojment  to  an  in- 
creased capital  and  labor,  in  the  cities  on  the 
Ailutic  Mr.  a.  sud  that  he  had  admitted 
thii  the  coDseqnences  of  the  passage  of  thia  bill 
voild  be  an  Increaae  of  wealth.  Bnt,  said  he, 
ndili  u  not  the  sole  aonree  of  the  Btrengtb  of  a 
Goienmeat,  or  the  bt^ipineas  of  a  people.  He 
doabted,  himself^  whether  anjr  numaf^nre, 
viihia  the  United  States,  solely  for  foreign  ez- 
ponatjon,  lod  created  hj  the  forced  action  of 
lite  lawi,  would  be  beneficial  to  the  conntry. 
lie  bdiend  that  snch  an  interest  wonld  always 
raqnie  ai  great  aa  expense  to  defend  it  aa  it 

■HTOrth. 

Mr.  Saia  Wood,  of  New  York,  observed,  in 
Rpl;,  that  the  gentleman  from  Geor^a  was 
cutiinlj  mistaken  in  sappoeing  that  drawback 
in  rdiiion  to  the  present  article  was  intended 
fcr  reyeiine,  bj  way  of  eicise.  At  the  time  the 
It*  wM  Mjgisally  passed,  there  was  an  excise 
^,  ti  well  as  an  imptiet,  and  if  the  otyect 
W  been  to  ruse  a  revenue  from  refined  nigar, 
t;  ray  of  excise,  when  the  impost  waa  remit- 
W  bignnting  a  drawback,  the  excise  dnty 
'dsid,  of  course,  hnve  been  continned ;  bat  the 
Eict  au  the  reverBC.  The  excise  daty  was  re- 
n^  as  well  aa  the  imposL  The  object  of 
'^  law  waa  mtirely  different :  it  was  intended 
to  liaUt  sod  increase  the  commerce  and  navi- 
gitiuioftbeconntry. 

pie  article  of  sogars  forma  an  easent^al 
utidt  in  our  commeroe.  Onr  exports  to  the 
*«  Indiee,  by  which  we  pud  for  them, 
iHMQUd  to  npwards  of  $4,000  OOO,  and  three- 
fjanlii  of  these  exports  consisted  of  theprodacts 
Kefiricahnre ;  there  was  not  an  article  in  all 
Wf  list  of  imports-  which  tended  more  directly 
Wtocoarage  the  agrionltnre  of  the  conntry.  It 
limUKd  ■  market  for  three  millions  of  dollars' 
"wti  rfonr  own  products,  and  a  vaat  propor- 
^of  that  amount  consiated  of  balky  articlea, 
fod  M  Inmber,  live  stock,  and  fish,  the  trans- 
I*"*™!  of  which  gave  employment  to  much 
"<■•(>,  w  that  this  branch  of  trade  gave  en- 
««t«gwiefflt  at  once  to  the  agricolhtfe,  com- 
'J*'*^*!!*  narigatioQ  of  the  country.  From 
K*  Manning  of  the  Government  the  policy  of 
tU  drawback  aystem  had  been  to  make  the 
a.^tMck  eqaal  to  the  duty;  bnt  experience 
'>«  pored  Utat  snch  was  not  now  in  fact  the 
**.  The  doty  was  three  cents  per  poimd 
ffM  the  raw  angar,  and  including  what  waa 
™  ffl  the  process  of  refining,  every  pound  of 
'Wifiri  innr  reqnired  two  ponnds  of  the  r 
■wWrisL  The  loss  in  refining  waa  found 
■'^oint  to  something  less  than  a  oent ;  to  in- 


demnify the  refiner,  therefore,  the  drawback 
ongbt  to  be  eometbing  more  than  five  cents. 
The  bill,  however,  fixed  it  at  five ;  and  in  so 
doing,  it  but  cont^ned  the  policy  heretofore 
invariably  pursued  from  the  loimdation  of  the 
Government.  For  want  of  this  eqnalitj,  the 
business  was  found  to  lan^ish,  and  the  true 
reason  why  it  had  not  flounsbed  and  increased 
of  lat«  years,  as  it  had  done  formerly,  was,  that 
the  Government  waa  drawing  from  tiie  pocket 
of  the  refiner  a  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  his 
industry — it  was  sharing  with  bim  the  profits 
of  his  bnuness.  In  all  other  commercial  conn- 
triea,  the  drawback  folly  equalled  the  dnty 
pud;  the  conseqaenca  of  which  was,  that 
sugar  refiners  were  able  to  undersell,  and  ac- 
tually do  ondersell,  those  of  tbe  United  States, 
and  thereby  monopolize  the  foreign  market. 
In  Great  Britain  this  branch  of  manufacture 
was  husbanded  with  assiduous  care,  as  furnish- 
ing a  valuable  branch  of  commerce ;  its 
amount,  there,  fluctnated  from  20,000,000  to 
26,000,000  of  dollars,  averaging  24,000,000  an- 
nually ;  and  while  they  imprt  24,000,000  of 
dollars'  worth  of  the  article  m  a  raw  state,  they 
export  in  the  same  state  only  seven  millions, 
while  of  refined  angar  they  export  the  aame 
amount  of  aeven  millions,  the  balance  going  to 
home  oonsumpljon.  Now  the  British  mann- 
faotnrer  is  less  favorably  situated  than  the 
Amerioao,  for  he  is  at  a  greater  distance  from 
the  sugar  market;  and  yet,  there,  they  export 
by  millions,  while  we  only  by  thousands.  Why 
cannot  we  manufacture  as  much  of  the  article 
as  the  Fingli"}*  ?  The  true  reason  is,  that  the 
English  manufacturer  has  his  whole  duty  re- 
mit(«d,  while  the  American  only  has  a  part; 
the  one  enjoys  his  whole  profit — the  other 
shares  his  profit  with  the  Government.  If, 
then,  the  effect  of  this  bill  will  be,  to  encourage 
a  branch  of  business  favorable  at  once  to  man- 
ufactures, to  commerce,  and  to  agriculture,  why 
would  gentlemen  refuse  a  bill  so  evidently  ad- 
vantageous to  the  coimtry)  As  things  atood, 
while  Great  Britain  exported  seven  millions, 
we  exported  but  twenty-seven  thonsond.  The 
bnsiness,  therefore,  was  in  a  languishing  state; 
nor  could  any  one  wonder  at  this,  when  he  con- 
sidered that  the  Government  were  retaining  in 
their  own  hands,  nearly  one-third  of  the  duty. 
The  manufacturera  had  invested  a  large  capital 
in  buildings.  Their  business  was  beneficial  to 
the  conntry,  and  injured  nobody.  Their  re- 
quest was  reasonable,  and  to  comply  with  it 
would,  in  his  apprehension,  be  both  politic  and 

Mr.  WEEita  aaid  he  was  in  favor  of  the  bill, 
and  wonld  brieOy  assign  ihia  reasons  which  in- 
duced him  to  support  it.  He  considered  the 
carrying  trade  as  important  to  agriculture,  and 
held  it  to  be  a  duty  of  Congress  to  encourage  it 


refiners  sa  a  premium  at  all.     He  entirely  o 
ourred  in  the  very  able  view  of  the  ealQ'ect 
which  had  been  presented  by  the  gentleman 


dbyGoogle 


ABBIDGMENT  OF  THE 


H.  or  E.] 


Drmidadc  OH  Stjliitd  Si 


[Dbcubei,  mi. 


from  Maine,  (Mi.  SraAOCB.)    It  was  merely  a 

Easing  back  to  the  importer  wbet  he  had  paid 
1  the  shape  of  dntj.  It  oonld  make  no  differ- 
ence to  the  TreasQiT  whether  the  OoTemment 
paid  this  back  to  tie  importer  himself  or  to  a 
third  mrty.  The  importer,  when  ho  sold  to 
that  third  party,  wodd,  of  course,  include  in 
its  price,  the  duty  be  had  paid ;  and  when  the 
article  left  the  ooontrj,  the  dnty  oogbt  to  be 
remitted  to  whoever  happened  to  be  the  bolder. 
He  coold  see  no  reason  whj  such  a  mannfac- 
tnre  ongbt  to  be  enconraged ;  wonld  to  God 
tliat  all  the  partiality  lately  exhibited  by  the 
Government  in  the  enconragement  of  mann&o- 
tnrea  could  be  jastifled  on  gronnd  ta  solid  as 

Mr.  Tatlob  said  he  had  been  aniions  yester- 
day to  obtain  the  floor,  merely  to  call  the  at- 
tention of  the  Honse  to  the  facts  of  this  case, 
as  they  were  exhibited  in  the  documents  in 
possessioD  of  the  Honse.  So  for  as  he  knew,  it 
was  not  proposed  by  any  gentleman  to  repeal 
the  existing  drawback ;  the  propriety  of  the 

K'nciple  seemed  to  be  generally  admitted, 
e  only  question  before  tne  Honse  respected 
the  rate  at  which  it  onght  to  be  fixed.  Now.  if 
gentlemen  would  tnrn  to  the  history  of  this 
mann&cturc,  they  wonld  find  that  its  reanlts 
presented  a  singiilar  anomaly  in  the  progress  of 
American  commerce  and  eaterprise.  It  was  a 
branch  of  manufactarea,  whicn,  at  an  early 
date,  bad  obtained  complete  possession  of  the 
American  market ;  and  thongh  it  had  existed 
for  twenty  years  since  that  time,  it  had  scarcely 
advanced  a  step  beyond  the  gronnd  it  then 
possessed.  It  retained  the  domestic  market 
still,  bat  it  could  not  compete  with  the  foreign 
article  in  an^  other  country  In  the  world.  In 
this  respect,  it  was  unlike  every  other  mBnnfko- 
tnra  which  had  grown  np  in  our  country.  In 
the  year  1S16,  we  had  firBt  commenced  the 
manufacture  of  cotton,  and  at  tbat  time  the 
House  was  very  gravely  warned  that  the  young- 
est member  then  on  the  floor  wonld  never  see 
the  time  when  the  cotton  manufactare  wonld 
reach  the  point  of  supplying  onr  own  demand. 
Yet,  it  was  only  four  or  five  years  before  the 
American  market  was  fliUy  snpplied,  and  we 
began  to  export  to  a  large  amount.  The  chan- 
nwa  of  commerce  required  the  article,  and  it 
went  into  competition  with  the  foreign  all  over 
the  world.  ]Tie  same  thing  was  trae  of  th« 
mannfactnre  of  hats  and  of  boots,  more  es- 
pecially since  the  markets  of  South  America 
have  been  open  to  ns.  As  1o  the  article  of  re- 
fined sugar,  if  gentlemen  wonld  consult  tbe 
Treasury  returns,  from  1821  to  1826,  they 
would  find  that  what  we  imported  amounted 
to  almost  nothing.  [Here  Mr.  T,  quoted  the 
amount  of  duties  m  each  of  tbose  years.] 

Tbe  American  market  was  folly  supplied  by 
our  own  manufactarea,  while  at  die  same  time 
we  re-exported  so  great  a  quantity  of  crude 
sugar,  that  the  drawback  on  it  amounted  to  a  very 
large  sum.  [Here  he  agun  quoted  the  tables.] 
This  shows  that  there  was  more  raw  sugar 


brought  into  tiie  conntry  than  was  consimtcd. 
and  of  this,  donbttese,  a  large  proportion  would 
have  been  refined  had  that  branch  of  mann&c- 
tnre  been  duly  encouraged.  Why  wk  it  tMt 
this  article  alone  sbonld  remain  statioDsiy,  oi 
nesrlj  so,  while  all  others  were  rapidly  ul- 
vancing?  Was  it  owing  to  any  want  of  rifi- 
tal  I  This  could  not  be  the  reason :  for  it  Lid 
Just  been  stated  that  the  sugar  factoriM  w«re 
seated  in  the  very  heart  of  all  tbe  capital  in  tie 
country.  We  possessed  all  manner  of  UcHtj 
for  such  a  manirfacture,  and,  from  onr  mere  locil 
situation,  were  better  fitted  for  carrying  it  ml 
than  any  other  nation  in  the  world.  The  trti- 
cles  which  we  exported  to  the  sugar  muitU 
were  snob  as  foond  a  market  nowhere  elit 
What  reason  then  coold  be  assigned  vhy  sai 
a  manufacture  should  langnisbf  The  reaMi 
dready  stated,  was  undoubtedly  the  true  opl 
The  Qovemment  put  into  its  coffers  a  put  (f 
tbe  profit  which  ought  to  go  into  the  pocket  of 
the  manufacturer.  Very  exact  calcnltlinu  lii 
been  made,  and  they  went  to  show  tfait  (kt 
drawback  should  be  nearer  six  coits  than  firt 
He  would  consent  to  fix  it  at  six  centa,  but  u 
the  Committee  of  Conunerce  had  thonght  fit  a 
report  it  at  five,  he  sbonld  not  insist,  bat  hopri 
that  that  amount  would  meet  with  general  tp- 

Srobation.  As  to  the  present  exports  CFf  »■ 
ned  sugar,  they  were  very  inconeideraMt 
[Here  Mr.  T.  referred  to  the  retnnis.]  Hi* 
was  a  mere  drop  tn  the  bucket ;  it  was  u  b-d^^- 
ing  in  comparison  to  the  amount  of  rro^e  SBpr 
re-exporteo. 
Mr.  MoDnrm  offered  the  fbUowing  smeDd- 


any  former  act  of  Congress,  unleas  the  refiwr  a 
the  sunr  shall  make  OD.th  that  tbe  refined  ■opr 
which  Is  proposed  to  be  exported  wai  not  maih 
tkotored  from  sugar  made  In  the  United  Sutca 

Mr.  MoDtnma  swd  that,  in  offeriog  tie 
amendment  he  had  submitted,  he  was  goFenM 
by  an  apprehension  which  he  had  slread;  ti- 
preived,  that  tbis  law  will,  at  aome  fhtnre  tim, 
not  distant,  become  the  means  of  enabFrng  tat 
refiner  of  sngar  to  obtain  a  bonntj  upon  tht 
exportation  of  his  mannfactore,  nader  the  pp^ 
text  of  obtwning  merely  a  drawback  of  t» 
duty  paid  upon  imported  brown  sngar.  As  tit 
law  now  stands,  tbe  exporter  of  the  refined  snpir 
is  required  only  to  swear  that  he  beliere?  IM 
sugar  exported  was  made  from  a  raw  f^*"™ 
which  had  been  imported,  and  on  which  the 
duty  had  been  paid.  Now  it  is  extrecnelj  ap- 
parent that  the  exporter  of  refined  engar  mij 
very  conscientiously  swear  that  he  belieres  il 


..  _  made  from  brown  sugar  that  had  been  im- 
ported, upon  no  better  grounds  than  the  state- 
ment of  the  refiner— the  very  person  ciosl  u^ 
teresl«d  to  deceive  him.  It  will  not  certaicuy 
be  impowng  any  inconvenient  trouble  npon  In* 
exporter  to  require  bim  to  state  posiiiTCl.'. 
what  be  has  the  means  of  knowing  with  p*]- 
live  oertiunty,  that  tbe  manufactured  aiiiae  " 
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Eoi  nude  from  broim  eogar  of  domeatio  growth. 
lun  incliaed  to  beliere,  that,  in  five  jean,  the 
doiMitie  prodnction  of  brown  sogar  in  tlie 
Ciiud  Stites  will  be  equal  to  the  whole  con- 
wnpCion  of  tbe  ooEintrj.  It  will,  then,  be  ex- 
ceo^l;  conTenient  for  the  refiners  of  sugar  to 
Mdve  fits  cents  »  pound  Dpon  its  exportation, 
ititre  there  will  not  be  the  slightest  groond  for 
na^dering  it  ■  drawback.  And  it  is  to  pro- 
Tide  ifttiuat  this  q>proachiQg  state  of  things, 
Ittid  Ur.  HoD.,)  that  I  am  anziona  to  throw 
t^tti  purd  which  pmdeoce  con  suggest  aronnd 
VM  ni*  ijitem  of  drawbacks. 

Mr.  CuaanMaa  said  be  oertunlj'  should 
bi  eppoM  the  gentleman's  amendment ;  it 
'It  merdr  Te^nacting,  aabetantially,  tiie  act 


•m^i  not  (o  be  called  opou 
chicb  iM  kKir  uothing  about.  The  refiner 
vu  lilt  onlj  person  who  could  take  such  an 
oaib.  He  onmdered  all  these  provisions  as  in- 
"iKntire.  He  domeetio  raw  material  coold 
M  be  nKd  in  refining  for  many  years  to  come. 
He  htd  great  respect  for  the  Judgment  of  the 
r'cQtleiuaii  Eroni  South  Carolina,  and  although 
!i.-  kttw  that  the  reTolationa  in  agricoltaral  in- 
icaiT  were  quick,  still  he  could  not  believe, 
Tiib  him,  Uiat  the  Lonisiana  planters  woold! 
i^i  fire  Jews,  sopply  the  whole  consumption  of 
fhe  a/Kotrj.  He  should  recollect  that  it  is 
Bijre  Ihio  twenty  years  since  we  commenced 
Or  enhxjiiiim  of  sugar,  and  that  our  papula- 
'■"'i  u  npidiy  increasing.  He  should  be  mia- 
i^^o.  if  tie  planters  did  not,  for  twenty  years, 
&>1  it  loore  profitable  to  continue  in  tLe  husi- 
^  Ibej  were  now  engaged  in,  than  to  under- 
'~>»  lo  mtmnfaclare  for  the  refiner.  Biacov- 
)r.r-  io  r«fining  may  prodnce  an  earlier  change, 
'■"  meoded  cultivation  will  not 
for  biU  was  ordered  to  its  third  reading,  by 
:*M  117,  najTB  ri. 


WEnngDA.T,  December  17. 

Drmthaek  m  S^ned  Sugar, 
^  Tbf  rogrossed  bill  *'  allowing  an  additional 
..■jfback  on  sugar  refined  in  the  United  States 
'-■J  ctporied  therefrom "  came  upon  its  pas- 

,  Kr.  GCU.CT,  of  Loniaiana,  said ;  Unch  as  bad 
■^1  Mid  bj  some  gentlemen  as  to  the  lujnrioos 
■-!,!  of  the  bill  upon  the  sugar  grower,  he,  so 
'''  »  te  represented  the  sugar-growing  inter- 
I  ■"-  ivfiA  entertain  no  fears  as  to  the  effect  of 
'•I'lil  for  some  years  to  come.  That  interest 
»-|-Ji  uoi,  at  present,  be  affected  by  the  bilL 
;''-'roi»w«y  or  the  other.  It  certainly  coulu 
■'■'  i»  direct  inflnenoo  on  the  growth  of  do- 
;n*  ngar,  and  its  only  bfiueuce  would  be  of 
'-■iirtct  kind,  operating  in  a  way  which  he 
'  '■•■i  shortly  explain.  In  tlie  meanwhile,  he 
;  - 1  not  bat  express  his  amazement  that  a  bill 
■ '-  iLii  should  re«dve  the  approbation  and 
'•I-Tortof  the  frieade  of  what  was  denominated 


"  the  American  System."  Here  is  an  instance 
in  which  the  nation  has  within  itself  the  raw 
materiaL  What  is  the  policy  advocated  by  the 
friends  of  that  srstoD^  constituting,  as  appear- 
ed, the  majority  of  this  House!  They  had  uni* 
formly  maint^ed  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  true 
policy  of  the  oountr;  was  to  foster  the  manu- 
facture of  the  domestic  article,  by  keeping  out 
foreign  competition;  and  yet  here  they  advo- 
cated a  bill  which  went  on  a  policy  directly  the 
reverse.  He  had  aaid  that  this  messnre  wonid 
indirectly  affect  the  sugar- growing  interest,  and 
it  would  do  so  by  retarding  the  period  when 
the  domestic  article  could  be  produced  and  fur- 
nished of  a  quality  fit,  in  all  respects,  to  sup- 
plant the  foreign  article,  and  to  supply  the 
whole  demand,  not  merely  for  the  purpose  of 
table  consumption,  but  also  for  the  use  of  iba 
refiner :  for  there  was  no  foundation  whatever 
in  the  assertion,  which  had  been  so  confidently 
advanced,  that  the  American  sugar  was,  in  its 
own  nature,  improper  for  the  process  of  re- 
fining. It  was  true  that  the  domestic  article  is 
not  at  present  employed  for  that  purpose ;  but 
why)  The  foreign  article  yielded  tne  refiner 
a  drawback  of  three  cents  a  pound,  and,  of 
course,  so  long  as  this  was  the  case,  the  foreign 
article  would  be  preferred.  This  alone  was 
sufficient  to  accotmt  for  the  fact. 

Hr.  J.  S.  Stevenson  said,  the  passage  of  this 
bill  is  insisted  on  upon  the  ground  that  the  ex- 
istiag  law,  giving  a  bounty  of  but  four  cents, 
does  iiyustice  to  the  refiner  of  imported  sugar; 
and  its  advocates  claim  the  sum  of  five  cents 
per  pound  from  the  Treasury,  on  the  exporta- 
tion of  a  pound  of  refined  sugar,  alleging  that  a 
sum  equal  to  this  had  lieen  ^aid  as  duty  on  the 
imported  brown  sugar  used  m  the  manufactnre. 
This  allegaUon  is  in  the  face  of  the  facts,  as  the 
refiners  of  sugar  admit  that  one  thousand 
pounds  of  good  brown  sugar  will  yield  610 
pounds  of  refined  sugar,  and  leave  230  ponnds 
of  unrefined  (eqnal  in  value  to  the  brown  used) 
and  80  gallons  of  molasses.    Now  the  1,000 

Sounds  of  brown  sugar  pays  a  doty  of  $80; 
sdnct  $6  90  from  this  on  the  sugar  remaining, 
but  unrefined,  and  10  cents  a  gulon,  the  duty 
on  molasses,  equal  to  (3,  and  allow  a  drawback 
on  the  exportation  of  610  pounds  of  refined 
sugar,  at  the  rate  of  5  cents,  equal  to  $26  GO, 
and  the  whole  amounts  to  $35  40,  or  an  excess 
over  the  duty  pud  of  |S  40.  This,  all  mnst 
admit,  is  on  actual  charge  on  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States  for  the  benefit  of  the  sugar  re- 
finer. Be  is,  in  feet,  enabled  to  sell  refined 
sugar  in  the  foreign  market  at  four  or  five  cents 
a  pound  less  than  he  can  sell  it  to  our  own  cit- 
izens. Snrely  it  is  a  strange  perversion  of  leg- 
islation to  tax  our  own  citizens,  and  expend 
that  tax  in  a  bounty,  to  enable  foreigners  to  use 
refined  sngor  at  a  lower  price  than  our  own 
citizens,  who  pay  this  tai.  The  principle  of 
the  bill  is  also  objectionable  in  this :  that,  by 
giving  s  bounty  to  the  refiner  of  foreign  sugar, 
and  refusing  it  to  those  who  manufncturo  tnat 
of  your  own  country,  you  make  it  largely  the 
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intereiit  of  tti6  refiner  to  pnrchaae  foreign  and 
refaae  domeetio  Bugara ;  and  he  who  doea  bo, 
a&a  drive  the  refiner  of  domestic  eamr  trota  the 
foreign  market,  b^  ^pnr  bountj  for  refining 
foreign  materialB. 

Mr.  BadJT,  of  LonisUuia,  said,  thftt  he  hoped 
the  House  would  ezcuBe  him  for  traspaasuig 
upon  their  attention  at  this  period  of  the  die- 
CQSsion ;  that  it  was  nnuBnal  for  him  to  force 
himself  into  debate,  and  nothing  but  the  pe- 
cnliar  attitude  in  which  he  stood,  as  a  repre- 
sentative of  the  sugar-growinK  interest  of  Lonis- 
iann,  conld  now  have  called  him  from  his  seat. 
A  strange  state  of  things  had  occnrred;  and 
(said  Mr.  B.)  I  find  mjself  voting  agunst  the  pas- 
sage of  this  hill  with  those  gentlemen  who 
avow  their  hostility  to  its  passage,  bec«ase  thej 
fear  it  may  encourage  the  domestic  growth  of 
sugar  in  Louisiana.  I  have  come  to  a  very  dif- 
ferent concIaBion,  and  am  opposed  to  it  because 
I  believe  the  bill  will  give  a  preference  to  Uie 
foreign  angar  imported  into  the  United  States, 
over  the  domesno  sugar  of  onr  own  country, 
and  because  it  repe^  the  law  imposing  a  duty 
upon  the  foreign  article  to  a  certam  extent,  and 
to  that  extent  comes  in  competition  with  our 
domeatic  sngar,  and  because,  in  its  effects,  in 
some  degree,  the  feith  of  the  nation,  under 
which  our'BDgar  mannfectories  have  grown  up, 
will  he  violated.  Can  gentlemen  doubt  that 
thia  bill  givea  a  prefereEce  io  the  foreign  sugar 
over  the  domestic  ?  It  is  a  well-known  fact, 
that  the  Louisiana  plantersella  his  sugar  at  this 
lime  for  three  cents  of  profit  per  pound  more 
than  the  seller  in  the  United  States  of  the  for- 
eign article,  owins  to  the  duty  paid  by  Uie  1^ 
ter;  and  if  this  duty  he  repealed  so  far  as  to 
allow  the  refiner  of  foreign  sugar  to  be  repaid 
the  duty  on  every  pound  of  foreign  sugar  re- 
fined and  exported,  is  not  this  placing  the  for- 
eign article  not  only  upon  a  footmg  with  the  do- 
mestic, but  giviu?  it  a  preference)  as  it  is  well 
ascertained  mat  the  foreign  augar  is  manufactur- 
ed at  less  expense,  and  can  he  sold  lower,  when 
made,  than  outb.  But,  say  gentlemen,  Louis- 
iana ought  not  to  complain,  she  has  no  right  to 
do  so,  "  because  there  is  not  enongh  sugar  made 
in  the  United  States  for  home  conaumptton ; 
and  even  should  there  be,  the  sugar  of  Louis- 
iana cannot  be  refined."  I  ask  me  same  gen- 
tlemen who  make  thia  statement,  if  such  was 
their  reasoning  when  they  urged  a  protecting 
doty  for  hemp,  iron,  wool,  Ac.  ?  It  waa  not 
pretended  bj  them  that  these  articles  were 
made  in  sufiicient  quantity  for  home  consump- 
tion at  that  time,  but  their  argument  was,  that 
our  country  had  the  capacity  to  supply  them. 
That  fact,  they  told  na,  was  all  that  was  want- 
ed to  Im  ascert^ned;  and  having  ascertained 
it,  they  ui^ed  the  protecting  duty  to  encourage 
tlie  establishment  of  their  manufactories.  Ts 
not  thia  the  case  with  onr  Hugar  establishments? 
Experience  shows  that  we  can  grow  the  sngar 
at  home ;  and  as  to  our  capacity  to  supply  it, 
every  year  develops  the  rapid  increase  in  that 
article  manufactured  at  home,  to  an  extent  to 


Justi^  the  opinion  that  in  a  few  years  mocsi 
we  uiall  not  only  sopply  onr  home  conpamp- 
tion,  but  can,  with  proper  encouragement,  to- 
come  ei(»orters  of  the  article  to  furagn  coim- 
tries.  I  ask  the  attention  of  genUemea  to  Eicls. 
I  well  recollect  that,  during  the  session  of  18J4, 
when  the  tariff  waa  under  discuBsion,  we  -wot 
then  told  that  Louisiana  oonld  never  mpplj' 
one-third  of  the  sugar  necessary  for  home  nii- 
somption.  I  then  endeavored  to  removs  thit 
erroneous  opinion ;  and  vrhat  have  the  last  thrte 
years  shown!  Why,  facta  have  answered Ihoss 
assertions — let  them  speak.  In  1824,  thtn 
was  exported  from  New  Orieana,  40,000  hem- 
heads  of  sugar ;  in  1827,  three  years  aftenrinl^ 
there  was  exported  71,000  hi^ahoads  frwn  tlw 
same  place,  besides  the  exportation  Gram  Nora 
Iberia,  on  the  Teche,  and  what  was  used  f<« 
home  consumption,  supposed  to  be  abont  6,000 
hogsheads  more,  making  in  all  about  TT,000 
hogsheads  of  sugar  made  in  Louiuana,  io 
1827,  and  nearly  doubling  the  amount  made  in 
1821;  and  from  every  informatiou  I  can  ob- 
tain, the  present  crop  of  cane  now  maniifietar- 
ing  into  augar  in  I^misiana  will  inCTMM  tbe 
manufacture  of  sngar  for  1828  to  at  least  80,000 
hogHheada,  within  40,000  hogaheads  (tf  all  th« 
sugar  necessarj'  for  home  consumption  and  for- 
eign exportation  In  the  shape  of  refined  sngar. 
If  then,  in  the  last  four  years,  the  maniuM- 
tnre  of  that  article  has  increased  CO.OOO  hog»- 
heads,  is  it  not  fair,  is  it  not  irresistible,  that, 
in  the  next  four  years,  we  shall  make  mim 
than  we  can  use  ^  home,  if  we  had  the  lands 
to  cultivate  f  and,  as  to  that,  I  state  that  thwe 
are  in  Louisiana  alone,  within  what  is  called  the 
sngar  region,  800,000  acres  of  land,  adapted  b> 
the  culture — a  quantity  of  land  enough  to  snwily 
for  ages  to  come  all  the  sngar  that  will  M 
wanted  for  any  purpose  in  the  United  Statta. 
This  is  no  visionary  scheme.  Yon  are  not 
called  upon  to  believe  these  things  from  state- 
ments made  by  interested  persons.  The  docn- 
ments  upon  your  tables,  your  official  treasniy 
reports,  show  what  I  say  to  be  true.  Have  wa 
not  then  capacity  to  make  the  sugar  I  Certain- 
ly we  have,  and  if  sc^  I  invoke  the  advocalM  of 
tiie  dutiea  upon  foreign  hemp,  wool,  iron,  mo- 
lasses, Ac,  to  oppose  this  hitl^  and  thereby  to 
be  confflstent  m  their  principlea.  Bat  s<Mns 
gentlemen  have  said,  and  particularly  the  gtn- 
Ueman  from  New  York,  (Ur.  Ouobklkko,) 
that  the  sugar  of  Louisiana  will  not  answer  to 
he  refined,  I  would  ask,  whyt  Is  not  oar 
sngar  aa  good  as  the  foreign,  and  is  it  not  pre- 
ferred for  domestic  purposes)  If  the  refiner 
of  brown  angar  has  not  used  it  for  that  purpose, 
it  is  not  because  we  cannot  make  it  to  answer, 
but,  because,  by  your  allowing  a  drawback 
~~)on  the  foreign  article,  the  refiner  buys  it 
leaper  than  ours,  and  we  can  get  no  encour- 
agement to  make  it  for  the  refiners.  Why  caib- 
not  the  sugar  of  Loui^ana  he  made  to  answer! 
I  should  like  some  reason  to  be  given  for  it. 
The  gentleman  QSr,  Oambbzleko)  can  give 
.    I  say  it  can  be  made  as  fit  for  that  pur- 
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po«e  as  the  eagar  of  aof  other  coontrT'.  Tbe 
fact  is,  in  LroaiaiBiia,  the  «iigar  is  bo  fkr  prefer' 
ible  for  ordmu7  uks,  to  &e  West  India  and 
other  sngarB,  that  the  pQrchuera  ba^  it  Dp  uid 
throw  it  into  market  io  soon  aa  it  U  made, 
vhile  the  foreign  mgars  remun  for  months  on 
tb«ir  plaataticHU  during  the  aommer  heats, 
clcusing  Bud  aeparating  itself  from  the  molas- 
HS.  leaTing  onlj  a  firm  and  hard  grain.  Let 
oar  mgara  nndergo  the  same  purification,  tliej 
will  be  equally  good.  This  mast  sooner  or 
later  be  tfa«  case :  for  once  that  we  make  angar 
enough  for  horns  oonsomption,  onr  manono- 
torers  will  become  rivals  at  home  in  its  sale, 
and  the  market  will  not  be  so  brisk ;  and  then 
oar  aogBT,  like  the  sngan  of  other  countries, 
viU  be  leA  to  cleanse  and  harden  in  the  parge- 
ne&.  If  gontJeraen's  preference  to  this  bill  is 
founded  on  such  fears,  I  trust  aad  hope  thej 
are  dispelled,  and  they  are  satisfied  that  we 
poeaesa.  in  Loaisiana,  the  capacity  to  scpplj 
mgar  for  any  pnrpoae  wanted ;  we  can  make 
snzar  to  supply  the  refiners,  and  this  law  ena- 
bles  them  to  prefer  foreign  sagar  to  onis. 
Does  it  not  iniare  the  mannfacturer  of  sagar  in 
Looinanaf  if  this  drawback  was  not  allowed  to 
the  refiner  of  foreign  sngar,  he  would  be  oblig- 
ed to  D>e  for  that  porpose  onr  domestic  sngar. 

It  is  equally  clear  that,  to  the  extent  forei^ 
nifar  is  refined  in  the  United  States,  the  pres- 
ent bin  will  repeal  the  law  imposing  three  cents 
per  poond  upon  that  article.  The  law  Im- 
posing a  dnty  npon  foreign  sugar  intends  that 
BO  foreign  ihaU  be  broaght  into  the  United 
States  Koless  snbject  to  that  dnty.  The  present 
bin  inteads  that,  if  the  foreign  sugar  be  bronght 
into  the  United  Stateci,  and  refined  here  for  ex- 
portation, it  shall  pay  no  dnty  at  all — tliat  the 
dnty  shall  be  retnmed — drawn  back ;  so  far 
tboi  the  former  law  is  Tirtnslly  repealed ;  and, 
U  a  Bepresentatire  of  that  interest  the  pro- 
tecting law  is  intended  to  foster  and  encourage, 
I  must  Tote  against  the  passage  of  this  bill. 

Sir,  the  manofactories  of  sngar  in  Lonimana 
bare  grown  np  under  the  existing  laws  of  the 
Montry  imponnK  a  dnty  on  the  foreign  article, 
iew  to  Uie  revenue.  To  do  any  act  at 
ft  to  injure  that  interest,  would  be  B 
_.  .n  of  pnblio  futh.  If  there  be  an  inter- 
<  that  oDght  to  be  protected  and  encouraged 
beyond  any  other,  it  is  the  interest  of  the  sugar 
planter.  It  is  the  only  manufaotare  in  onr 
oomtry  that  has  shown  that  it  can  be  perfect- 
ed ;  aad  whilst  the  enterprising  and  iudnstrious 
eoliiTator  at  that  article,  after  having  enooun- 
lend  every  difficulty,  is  sncceeding  to  an  extent 
to  answer  the  consumption  of  onr  country  for 
evcvy  porpose,  as  wise  legislators  we  ought  to 
do  no  set  which  might,  in  the  remoteet  de- 
grce,  impair  that  interest. 

Do  mtlenien  reflect  npon  the  prinoiple  em- 
braced in  this  bill  I  If  yon  allow  a  drawback 
of  the  dnty  npon  for^gn  sugar,  refined  for  ez- 
portalian,  why  not,  with  equal  jnsljce,  allow  a 
drawbtck  upon  foreign  wool,  hemp,  iron,  mo- 
la^tt^te,nutna£actarediD  thb  country  forez- 
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girtation  )  The  principle  is  precisely  the  same, 
oring  the  discoasion  npon  the  tariff,  at  the 
Isst  sesaioD,  honorable  gentlemen,  who  now  ad- 
vocate this  bill,  defended  the  dnty  npon  foreign 
wool,  &c.,  npon  the  ground  that  it  would  ex- 
clado  the  foreign  articles,  and  compel  the  man- 
ufkotnrers  of  wool,  &e.,  to  use  the  uomestio  ar- 
ticle grown  in  onr  own  country.  It  was  right 
to  compel  the  manufacturer  to  purchase  the 
domestic  growth,  in  preference  to  the  foreign, 
if  yon  compelled  the  domeatio  grower  to  pur- 
chase from  the  domestic  mannfactorer.  This 
was  fur;  bat,  as  relates  to  sngar,  pass  this 
bill,  and  yon  do  not  do  it.  Let  me  appeal  to 
the  Justice  of  the  growers  of  wool,  hemp,  bfs., 
and  ask  them,  if  a  bill  was  now  before  Oon- 
gress,  to  allow  the  drawback  of  the  duty  upon 
those  foreign  articles  to  the  maun&ctnrer  of 
them,  for  exportation,  if  they  would  uot  oppose 
it )  and,  if  so,  why  not  extend  to  our  growers 
of  sagar  the  same  jnstice  and  protection !  I 
can  add  nothing,  npon  this  snbject,  to  the  ju- 
dicious and  patriotic  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr,  BxBVBNBOir,)  who  has 
just  taken  his  seat.  They  are  too  full  and  con- 
clusive to  receive  any  lights  from  me. 

An  honorable  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina (Mr.  HoDitffie)  has  said,  that  Loni»- 
iana  is  more  protected  than  any  of  the  States 
in  the  Union,  and  that  she  reqnirea  it  less  :  for 
that  he  had  been  informed  tke  sugar  planter 
there  deared  |S00  to  every  laborer  on  his  plan- 
tation, and  that  labor  there  cost  only  twenty 
cents  per  day. 

[Here  Mr.  MoBmma  said  his  statement  was, 
that,  in  the  cotton-growing  States,  labor  cost 
only  twenty  cents  per  day.] 

Mr.  Bbekt  continned.  I  did  not  understand 
the  gendeman ;  I  thought  he  stated  it  to  be  the 
cost  in  Louisiana.  I  know  not  what  it  may  be 
in  the  other  cotton-growing  States,  bat  I  assure 
the  gentleman  that,  in  Louisiana,  it  cannot  be 
procured,  if  you  hire  slave  labor,  for  less  than 
set  cents  per  day,  and  if  white  laborjfor  less 
than  |1,  inelading  muntenance,  &c.  with  the 
finest  climate  in  the  Union  and  the  best  of 
lands,  the  planters  of  Louisiana  have  difficulties 
and  expenses,  and  heavy  ones  too,  to  incur,  in 
cultivating  the  soil.  We  make  cotton  and 
sugar,  too,  in  abundance,  and  eqnal  to  any  in 
the  world,  bnt,  at  the  same  time,  we  purchase 
the  ^visions  and  clothes  for  oar  laborers  from 
oar  Western  neighbors.  This  alone  subjecta 
us  to  a  heavy  aiminntion  for  what  is  made. 
Our  crops  of  sngar,  to  be  sure,  are  abundant, 
and  repay  tbe  planters  for  their  toil  and  labor, 
bnt  not  eqnal  to  what  the  gentleman  from 
Bouth  Oarolina  (Mr.  MoDrnTia)  has  represented 
them.  The  gentleman  who  gave  him  the  infor- 
mation exaggerated  the  picture.  All  that  I 
can  say  is,  that  I  most  uncerely  wish  the  fact 
was  aa  he  represents.  It  is  not  necessary  for 
me  to  show  the  incorrectness  of  that  state- 
ment ;  it  has  been  folly  done  and  in  a  much 
more  able  manner  than  I  could  do  it,  by  my 
friend  and  colleague,  (Mr.  QnaLxr.) 
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marks  which  had  fallen  ft'om  the  gentli 
from  Georgia  jesterday,  (S£r.  Gilhib,)  and  from 
hiH  coUeagae  (Mr.  Btbtshsoh)  to-day.  The  for- 
mer of  those  gentlemen  had  contended  that  the 
view  presented  by  the  friends  of  the  bill,  as  to  the 
decline  of  tlie  angar-refining  bnainesa,  was  not  a 
correct  one,  and  the  latter  had  insisted  on  the 
same  idea,  and  had  carried  it  even  farther  than 
the  gentlemaa  frvm  Georgia,  insisting,  from  the 
returns  exhibited  by  the  Treasury,  that  there 
had  been  more  done  during  the  year  1B27  than 
for  many  years  previons.  It  was  very  trne 
that,  if  the  year  1S27  be  compared  with  any 
one  of  the  tost  three  years  since  the  drawback 
had  been  rednced  to  foar  cente,  that  the  amonnt 
of  fine  sngar  exported  wonld  be  foond  to  have 
increased.  He  acknowledged  that,  nnder  the  dis- 
oonragement  arising  frxim  the  diminished  draw- 
back, the  basinees  had  nevertheless  increased 
somewhat  within  the  last  year.  But  still  its 
amount  was  nothing :  for,  with  all  the  increase, 
it  amounted  to  no  more  than  (34,000.  But 
the  trne  method  of  ascertaining  whether  the 
business  was  declining,  would  be  to  take  the 
average  of  these  last  three  years,  white  the 
drawback  bore  a  less  proportion  to  the  dnty, 
and  compare  it  with  an  average  of  those  years 
in  which  the  drawback  had  been  fully  eqnal  to 
the  dnty.  It  would  then  appear  that  the  bnsi- 
ness,  during  one  of  those  periods,  had  been  four 
or  live  fold  greater  than  the  other.  The  amonnt 
of  drawback  paid  on  refined  sugar  exported, 
from  the  year  1796  to  the  year  1808,  was 
86,258  dollars,  arerat^ng,  for  each  of  those 

f'cant,  0,473  dollars,  whereas,  an  average  of  the 
Bst  three  years  amounted  only  to  1,733  dol- 
lars ;  bnt,  as  at  this  time  the  drawback  was  four 
cents,  and  not  five,  he  would  add  one-fourth  to 
make  up  for  this  difference,  which  would  put 
the  average  for  the  last  three  years  at  (3,166 
per  annum.  Here  then  was  the  comparative 
result  While  the  drawback  was  equal  to  the 
dnty,  the  export  average  for  nine  years,  was 
more  than  $8,000  a  year.  But,  when  the  draw- 
back was  made  less  than  the  duty,  the  average 
export  was  but  a  little  over  (2,000.  That  is, 
less  tbon  one-fonrth  of  what  It  was  in  the  for- 
mer period.  If  this  showed  no  decline  in  Uie 
business,  he  was  at  a  loss  to  conceive  what 
could  be  called  a  decline. 

When  the  last  law  on  this  snbject  was  enact- 
ed, the  drawback  was  fixed  at  four  cents  per 
£und.  The  refiners  were,  however,  dissatis- 
3,  and  contended  that,  as  sngor  pud  a  dnty 
of  three  cents  per  pound,  two  poonds  should 
entitle  them  to  six  cents  drawback.  The  re- 
finers of  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  other 
seaports,  made  application  to  Congress  to  raise 
the  drawback  from  four  to  six  cents.  The  sub- 
ject was  submitted,  by  the  Committee  of  Com- 
merce, to  the  then  Secretary  of  the  Treasury, 
Mr.  Crawford,  who,  after  carefully  investigating 
the  subject,  recommended  that  five  cents  should 
be  the  amoont  of  drawback.    The  ground  npos 


which  be  rested  his  soggestton  of  five  cent*  was, 
diat,  from  all  tbe  inteOigence  he  could  coDmL 
on  the  question  submitted  to  him,  he  found 
that  the  nfoBB  molasses,  &e.j  was  worth  neariy, 
if  not  quite  one  cent.  It  is,  therefore,  upcn 
Mr.  Crawford's  report,  snpport«d  by  the  in- 
qniriee  of  the  Committee  on  Commerce,  tbtt 
uie  present  bill  is  now  before  the  House  for  ill 
sanction. 

Ur.  WiLDB  said  that,  having  given  this  sub- 
ject some  reflection,  he  was  indmed  to  beheta 
that  the  bill  ought  not  to  pase,  althon^  be  did 
not  ctmnder  its  operation  a  matter  of  so  greit 
importAnce  as  it  appeared  to  some  gentlemoL 
He  understood  that  the  greatest  amount  of  re- 
fined sugar  exported  for  some  yean  put,  wH 
but  184,000,  on  which  the  drawback  was  bat 
(11,000  or  (12,000.  It  was  said,  however, 
that  the  business  had  greatly  declined,  if  com- 
pared to  its  condition  from  17BS  to  180S.  Ad- 
mitting the  foot  to  be  as  stated,  it  might  never- 
theless be  doubted  whether  this  decline  was 
chargeable  to  the  decreased  proportioa  of 
drawback.  During  that  period,  one  of  our 
principal  markets  for  the  article  had  gone,  for 
the  French  Republic  cut  off  our  means  of  pay- 
ing for  the  sugar  imported.  Where  was  dov 
our  market  for  refined  sugar  ?  Not  in  Greit 
Britain,  for  there  it  was  completely  prohibited 
by  enormous  duties.  The  same  state  of  things 
existed  in  France.  Nor  had  we  the  market  of 
Bnssia:  for  they  preferred  nsing  the  article  u 
refined  by  themselves.  The  decline  in  the 
trade  was  therefore  not  tbe  effect  of  any  want 
of  drawback,  but  was  mainly  owing  to  other 
circumstances.  Aa  to  France,  she  had  saoceeded 
in  again  obtaining  the  raw  article  fr-om  ber 
former  colony  of  St.  Domingo,  and  upwards  of 
twenty  millions  of  pounds  of  the  refined  articla 
was  annually  made  in  that  kingdtmi.  The  sogir 
lands  in  the  United  States  were  abondaMly 
sufficient  for  the  supply  of  our  own  market,  sod 
it  was  a  great  error  to  suppose  that  the  sugar 
grown  on  them  was  essentially  unfit  for  the  use 
of  the  refiner.  Tlte  great  reason  why  sugar  of 
domestic  growth  was  not  used  for  refining,  was 
to  be  found,  not  in  its  quality,  but  in  the  boun- 
ty allowed  on  the  foreign  article  imported. 
This  completely  prevents  ul  oompetition.  The 
sugar  at  present  used  for'  the  process  of  refin- 
ing, is  the  Havana  obyed ;  but  Onba  and  Louis- 
iana do  not  differ  in  climate,  nor  can  any  good 
reason  be  assigned  why  the  plant  abonld  not 
thrive  as  well  in  the  one  as  in  tbe  other  of 
these  countries.  The  clayed  sugar  of  tbe  Ha- 
vana nndergoes  a  process  which  is  not  em- 
ployed at  all  either  m  the  British  West  Indies, 
or  in  the  United  States,  It  is  not  punned  in 
tbe  British  islands,  because  sugar  prepared  in 
that  manner  is  obliged  to  pay  a  very  high  duty 
when  carried  to  Englaoo.  It  was  formerly 
need  in  the  French  West  India  islands,  hat  the 
practice  has  declined.  Tbe  sngai;  is  said  to  be 
clayed,  because  it  is  drawn  into  coolers,  and 
then  mixed  with  clay,  tbe  snbuding  of  which 
partially  clarifies  the  sugar  with  which  it  ii 
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— Q — I,  and  of  course  leaves  lew  to  be  done  bj 
tbe  r^DATB  who  make  it  into  lo&f  ansar.  Mr. 
^-  Mid  that  it  ^pearod  to  Mm  that  ^e  benefit 
(a  drawbaok  on  refined  sngar  had  been  conrid- 
*™blj  increased  by  the  tariff  law  of  last  ks- 
Bon.  fJn  support  of  this  yiew,  he  quoted  yari- 
'xu  statiitical  statementa  &>ni  the  report 
mad*  br   tlte    Oonunittee  of  Oonuneroe  last 

Kr.  Witt. ART,  of  Vermont,  said  that  he  be- 
^*^M  that  the    proposed  meaaare  wonld  be 
^leScuI  in  ita  i-esnlta,  and  whether  it  was  con- 
^Oeied  as  a  tariff  measnre  or  not,  was  to  him 
',J>UtM-of  entire  indifference.    What  were  the 
^<ctiona  which  had  been  brought  against  it  t 
1^^  waa  one   irhich  had  been  nrged  with 
&*>t  Tehemence  by  the  genfleman  from  Lonls- 
^  (ICr.  Brxht,)  who  Insisted  that  the  bill  was 
BwDg   to  injore  the  Bngar-growing  intweets. 
Was  thia    objection    well   fonnded?     If  he 
thov^  BO,  he  ahonld  ceitainljr  be  opposed  to 
tb«  UD.   But  it  did  seem  to  bun  perfootly  de- 
moogtrable,    that    the  effect  of  tiiis  measore 
ootild  not  possibly    injure,  bat,  on  the  oon- 
tniy,  would  KreatJy  buiefit  that  interest.    Let 
pa&atta  look,  at  the  stat«  of  facts.    The  do- 
DNtic  and  the  foreign  sngar  meet  in  onr  mar- 
id,  and  nowhere  else,    the  domestic  article 
doa  not  sapply  that  market,  and  the  defioienc;' 
isiudeiip  by  theforrign.  £^  indeed,  there  was 
ifonigii  market  for  onrdomestao  angar,  then 
Uie  effect  of  the  bill  might  be  iqjmiDaa.    But 
Mtiblishing  the  fact  that  onr  own  sugars  bad 
no  otlm  bat  the  home  market,  and  was  not 
pndnoed  In  sofficlent  quantity  to  mropl;  even 
Ibt,  it  was  manifest  we  must  look  alnxrad  for 
then^iph-  of  onr  &ctories;  and  what  eril  ef- 
te  ooiud  resolt  from  re-exporting  the  surplus 
il^th^did  not  oonsomet    Bnppoeing,  for 
the  Mke  of  lUnatration,  that  onr  laws  allowed 
to  dnwhaeh  at  all,  then  the  American  mer- 
clmt,  when  he  imported  foreign  sngar,  would 
htTo  to  be   carefol  lest  he  overstocked  the 
Amencan  market.     But,  cautioae  as  he  might 
bSi  it  must  nevertheless  happen,  in  the  nna- 
TKdaUe  flnctnations  of  businees,  that  there 
voBld  sometimes  be  a  snrploa  beyond  the  de- 
mand ;  and  as  there  was  no  outlet  aUowed  by 
drawback,  and  as  the  foreign  market  would 
not  bear  the  dntj,  that  enrplns  most  be  re- 
tio&ed  in  the  connt^,  and  its  inevitable  effect 
wonld  be  to  depress  the  price  of  the  article. 
How  Mr.  H.  hdd  it  to  be  good  policy  to  guard 
agnnit  nuiti  flnctnations. 

Mr.  GAMBBBLKiro  (In  reply  to  Mr.  Wildb) 
Had,  that  if  that  gentieman  would  exatoine 
oooe  more  the  statements  he  had  read  to  the 
Hooae,  he  wonld  perceive  that  the  drawback 
was  caloolated  at  five  and  a  quarter  cents ;  if 
tlua  difference  was  deducted,  he  would  find 
that  there  was  still  a  surplus  of  $3,600  in  &vor 
<*  th«  Treasary.  The  bill  proposed  a  draw- 
back of  only  five  oonta,  Mr,  0.  scud  th^  when 
M  introdaoed  the  bill  he  had  no  idea  It  would 
nconoter  any  opposition  whatever;  he  had 
Hot  been  able  to  conceive  any  possible  grounds 
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on  which  it  oould  be  objected  to.  As  to  tha 
faot  just  stated  by  the  gentleman  from  Louis- 
iana, if  the  person  referred  to  bad  erected  a 
large  establishment  in  New  Orleans  for  refin- 
ing sngar,  he  would  advise  Tiim  to  use  for  that 
pun)OBe  the  whit«  sugar  of  Havana,  as  he  would 
find  his  establishment,  in  that  case,  a  far  more 
profitable  concern. 

Mr.  SnrxHsoa,  of  Pannsylvania,  explained, 
in  reply  to  Mr.  Sksokabt,  and  insisted  that 
what  ne  Iiad  stated  as  to  the  increase  of  the 
SDgar-reflning  business,  within  the  last  three 
years,  was  strictly  true.  The  export  of  refined 
sugar  had  risen  In  those  years,  and  nnder  the 
reduced  drawback,  from  S0,000  lbs.  to  230,000 
lbs.  It  might  be  true  that  the  amount  In 
money  appeared  greater  in  some  former  year^ 
but  then  the  drawback  was  at  a  higher  rate. 

■  The  bill  was  passed  without  a  dividou. 


TinBDiT,  December  28. 
OeevpaXioR  <tf  Ikt  Oregon  River. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Flotd,  of  Yirwnia,  the 
House  went  into  Committee  of  the  Wboto  on 
the  state  of  the  Union,  and  proceeded  to  the 
conmderation  of  a  bill  to  authorize  the  oooupa- 
tion  of  the  Oregon  River. 

Mr.  Flotd,  Ohiurman  of  the  Oommittee  on 
the  Oregon  Territory,  then  addressed  the  oom- 
mittee in  explanation  and  support  of  the  objects 
of  the  bill,  in  a  speedh  which  oocupied  the 
oommittee  till  three  o'clock.  Mr.  F.  com- 
menced with  the  principle,  that  the  best  way 
to  settle  a  new  country  was  to  leave  it  to  the 
enterprise  of  private  individnala,  merely  ex- 
tending to  them  the  arm  of  natitmal  protection. 
After  adverting  to  the  manner  In  which  the 
population  of  the  Atlantic  States  had  advaaoed 
to  Uie  interior,  he  referred  U>  a  former  report 
made  by  Mr.  Baylies,  of  Massachusetts,  when 
chairman  of  the  same  committee,  to  which  gen- 
tieman he  pud  a  Just  compliment  on  that  sab- 
ject.  He  next  called  the  attention  of  the  oom- 
mittee to  oertun  ordinances  of  the  British  Gov- 
ernment, extending  the  Jurisdiction  of  th^ 
courts  west  of  the  bounds  of  Canada ;  therdn 
including  the  citisens  of  the  tlnited  States, 
over  whom  the  British  Government  had  no  le- 
gitimate anthority.  After  briefly  referring  to 
a  cl^m  recentiy  set  up  by  eome  British  lady, 
to  lands  lying  immediately  south  of  the  boim- 
dary  of  the  finssian  poseessions  on  the  north- 
west coast,  he  descanted  for  some  time  on  the 
value  of  such  a  pOTt  as  was  famished  by  the 
mouth  of  the  Oregon  lUver ;  dwelton  the  great 
value  of  our  commerdal  intereete  in  the  Pac^o 
Ocean,  and  the  importance  of  immediately  tak- 
ing possession  of  a  post  so  important  to  our 
trade.  He  next  proceeded  to  show  the  amount 
of  that  trade  in  its  three  branches,  of  the  north- 
western, the  Bonth  Sea,  and  the  Canton  trade. 
He  reprobated  the  poli^  of  prohibiting  the  ex- 
portation of  epede  to  Oantcm,  and  referred  to 
thee^terienceof  Bngliudon  thatsnl^eot.   He 
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pregented  a  det^ed  statiatical  statement  of  the 
reaoltB  of  oni  commerce  in  thow  eeaa.  He  then 
entered  on  the  general  eabjeot  of  the  for  trade, 
now  principally  in  (he  hands  of  the  British, 
sod  iiiaiBt«d  on  the  erideiice  which  goes  to 
show  the  high  ralce  set  upon  it  bj  Great  Brit- 
tun.  He  dwelt  apon  its  importance  to  the 
United  States,  notwithstanding  the  many  and 
great  disadvantages  under  which  it  was  con- 
ducted. He  neit  referred  to  the  eitont  of  our 
whale  fishery,  and  the  amoont  of  naval  force 
which  its  due  protection  would  require  to  be 
constantly  kept  up  in  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and 
thence  inferred  the  value  of  a  harbor  at  the 
month  of  the  Oregon,  for  the  watering  and 
fitting  of  our  ships  of  war.  Mr.  F.  Uien  { 
ceeded  to  remark  on  the  valne  of  each  a  station 
in  case  of  future  wars  with  Qreat  Britui 
point  from  which  to  annoy  her  East 
trade.  After  describing  the  natnre  of  the 
coast,  the  physical  advantages  of  the  harbor, 
the  mildness  of  the  climate,  and  the  fertility  of 
the  soil,  he  expatiated  on  the  eicellence  of 
snch  a  spot  for  the  purposes  of  colonixati<Hi, 
and  the  ease  with  which  every  interposing  dif- 
ficulty would  be  overcome  by  the  hardy  enter- 
prise of  the  oitisens  of  the  West,  All  they 
needed  was  an  adequate  military  force  for  their 
protection,  the  extmgnishment  of  the  Indian 
title,  and  liberty  from  their  own  Gtovermnent 
to  proBecnt«  schemes  of  individoal  emoloment ; 
and,  on  this  part  of  the  subject,  he  adverted  to 
a  petition  now  before  Oongreas,  of  a  company 
of  persons  in  New  Orleans,  offering  to  com- 
mence a  colony  at  their  own  expense  :  on  the 
leader  of  which  company,  a  fonuer  school-fel- 
low of  his  own,  he  bestowed  the  highest  pruse. 
After  referring  for  illustration  to  the  liberality 
of  the  Govemment  of  Uexiao,  in  offering  lib- 
era] terms  for  the  settlement  of  their  unoccu- 
pied territory,  Mr.  F.  ooncladed  his  nieech  by 
showing,  &om  the  estimates  of  the  Savy  De- 

fiartmen^  that  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
ara,  wiw  which  he  had  proposed  to  fill  the 
blank  in  the  appropriating  clanse  of  the  pres- 
ent bill,  was  amply  snfBcient  to  cover  ell  the 
expenses  of  the  undertaking. 

Hr.  GuBUfT  mode  a  short  speetli  in  further 
explanation  of  the  views  and  purposes  of  the 
company  who  had  memorialized  Congress  for 
permission  to  engage  in  the  settlement  of  this 
territory,  and  concluded  it  by  moving  an 
amendment  which  went  to  secnre  to  them  cer- 
tain privileges,  together  with  the  grant  of  a 
tract  of  land  forty  miles  square. 

Mr.  EvBssTT  did  not  directly  oppose  either 
the  bill  or  amendment,  hot,  with  regard  to  the 
latter,  stated  that,  in  that  part  of  tBe  country 
fhim  which  he  came,  there  was  an  association 
of  three  thousand  individuals,  respectable  farm- 
ers and  industrious  artisans,  who  stood  ready 
to  embark  in  this  enterprise,  as  soon  as  the 
permission  and  protection  of  the  Government 
should  be  secured  to  them ;  and  expressed  a 
doubt  whether  an  exclusive  grant  of  forty  miles 
square  to  the  Louisiana  company  would  have 


a  just  and  proper  bearing  u^n  other  settleie 
equally  enterprising  and  meritorious.  Mr.  E 
animadverted  on  that  clause  of  the  biil  wliicli 
went  to  fii  the  northern  bonndary  of  the  terri- 
tory at  G4°  18'  north,  and  reminded  the  gentlt- 
man  from  Virginia  (Hr.  Floid)  that,  in  i  lil* 
negotiation  with  the  British  Goversment,  ve 
had  offered  to  accept  of  49°  north,  ts  the  liioit 
of  OUT  claims,  whicii  offer  had  been  reject^i 

Mr.  Bdcsanaii  was  not  nnMendly  to  the 
bill,  but  thought  its  language  ou^ht  to  be  etnd- 
ied  with  great  care,  lest  the  nation  shmld  In- 
advertently compromit  its  own  rights.  Eedis- 
liked  that  feature  in  the  amendment  vliich 
proposed  a  monopoly  to  one  company  of  fort; 
miles  square ;  and,  believing  that  the  subject 
required  more  mature  consideration,  moT«d 
that  the  committee  rise,  and  it  rose  accori- 
ingly. 

Wkumwhat,  December  8*. 
Oeeupation  qf  fke  Oregon  Swr. 

The  House  went  into  Committee  of  tbe  Whi^ 
on  the  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the 
Oregon  River. 

3^e  amendment  yesterday  ofl'ered  by  It. 
Gdxlxy  was  modified  by  atnking  out  that  fiii 
of  it  which  provided  that  the  Govenment 
should  extingtush  the  Indian  title  to  a  Uict  of 
land  fbrty  miles  square,  in  favor  of  Jolm  K. 
Bradford  and  his  associates,  (a  company  of  ad- 
venturers propowng  to  set  out  from  New  Or- 
leansO  and  also  by  inserting  thenamesefP^ 
and  J.  Kelly,  and  his  associates,  (a  »inilu 
company  from  Massachusetta,)  and  Albert  Tunn 
and  Mb  associates,  (a  company  from  Ohio,)  M 
entitied  to  the  permission  granted  by  the  bill 
for  the  erection  of  a  fort  od  certain  oouditioiii. 

Mr.  Wood  thonght  the  bill,  as  modified  bj  the 
amendment,  exceptionable  in  its  form,  u  it- 
tempting  to  reooncUe  two  incompatible  echemo 
for  the  settlement  of  the  counUy  on  the  Ore- 
gon ;  one  by  the  Government  and  the  other  by 
private  individuals.  One  or  other  of  these 
plans  onght  to  be  fixed  on,  and  then  the 
whole  bul  pnt  in  a  form  to  provide  for  Uial 

Mr.  GmtuT  defended  hia  amendment  at  some 
length,  contending  that  it  granted  to  these  set- 
tlers nothing  more  than  might  reasonably  be 
asked  by  pioneers  forsaking  the  privileges  ef 
'"iproved  society  and  going  mto  a  wildemeM. 

Mr.  Reed  ri^ected  the  idea  of  the  proposed 
setUement  being  required  by  the  interesti  of 
the  whale  fishery  in  the  Pacific,  He  thought 
the  harbor  in  the  island  of  St.  Jnan  de  Bugs 
far  preferable  to  the  month  of  the  Oregtm,  tad 
if  a  sea  fort  was  to  be  erected,  it  onght  to  be 
bnilt  there, 

Mr.  Flotd,  without  denying  the  merits  of 
the  harbor  mentioned  by  Mr.  Bbbd,  Mmteaded 
for  the  importance  and  value  of  uiat  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Oregon. 

On  his  motion,  the  Sd  seotdon  of  lb.  Grs- 
LBi's   amendment,  whiok  contained  the  ip- 
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froTil  bj  CoDgress  of  the  coinpact  of  the  Lon- 
aaat  tompauj,  wu  strioken  oat. 

Ur.  Tatlob  opposed  the  amendmeat  gene- 
nllr,  IS  gnnting  nothing  of  any  valne,  while 
it  bid  the  a^yeot  of  ^ving  exclnaiTo  priTileges 
Co  one  elasB  at  settlora  over  other  citizenB  of  the 
United  Btfttee. 

Ur.  Bi.Ta8,  of  UiBsonri,  after  some  statement 
cf  facts,  and  a  few  general  obaervationH  on  the 
importance  of  the  bill,  and  the  necessity  of  hav- 
ing ilB  proviaione  fnlly  matured  from  a  view  of 
til  the  facts  bearing  on  the  eahject,  soggested 
ihit  the  present  was  not  a  soitable  moment  to 
gointoaconsderationof  asnbject  BocztenBive, 
nd  mored  tiiat  the  committee  rise. 


UosDAy,  December  29. 
(ktvpation  of  (A«  Ont^im  Siter. 
The  HoDM  went  into  Committee  of  the  Whole 

oa  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  took  np  the  bill 
for  the  occnpation  of  the  Oregon  River. 

llr.  Batm,  of  Uissoori,  said  that  bb  ho  had 
moced  the  riung  of  the  ooromittee,  when  the 
Edlgeet  of  the  biU  was  last  under  consideration, 
it  would,  no  doubt,  be  expected  that  he  wished 
to  deliier  his  sentiments  on  the  question.  He 
did  wish  to  give  utterance  to  his  opinion  on 
the  bill,  though  he  was  not  snfficientl;  versed 
ia  the  fonns  of  the  Honse  to  know,  if  the 
uneodmeDt  offered  on  Wednesday  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Ltoh,)  might  be 
mderstood  as  leadlns  to  &  consideration  of  the 
reneral  merits  of  tne  question.  He  appre- 
aended,  however,  that  as  that  amendment  was 
pfopoaed  as  a  sabstituto  for,  or  a  modification 
of  the  previona  amendment,  it  would  not  be 
ont  of  (nder  for  him  to  take  a  relative  view  of 
the  case  in  aome  of  its  principal  bearings ;  and, 
under  that  impression,  he  should  proceed  as  if 
the  whole  snbject  were  before  the  committee. 
and  open  to  discussion.  If  he  understooa 
rtghtly,  the  prOTKwition  of  the  gentleman  from 
Lodisasa  (Ur.  Gdblki)  went  to  grant,  to  the 
persooi  enumerated  in  his  amendment,  peculiar 
nui  exelosve  nghta,  diSerent  in  their  nature 
>nd  degree  from  those  granted  to  other  citizens 
of  the  United  StAtea,  who  might  be  disposed  to 
nufjate  to  the  Oregon  country.  He  protested 
igainst  the  adoption  of  any  such  ezclosive  sys- 
tem;  for  he  wcMild  ask  the  Honse  if  it  did  not 
ictaaQj  smonnt  to  the  establishment,  by  Oon- 
r<*.  of  a  propHetary  government,  similar  to 
tbu  wbtcb  existed  in  some  of  the  States  of  the 
Vaioa  prior  to  the  Revolation  ?  It  went  even 
ftnher — it  went,  in  point  of  fact,  to  sanction 
Uie  policy  of  foreign  coloQizatioo,  as  most  be 
Tparent  to  all  who  wotUd  take  the  trouble  to 
breadgate  the  matter.  It  had  been  maintained 
by  many  of  their  greatest  and  wisest  men,  that 
i,ae  paramonnt  excelleooe  of  their  unrivalled 
coostittition,  was,  that  it  could  be  extended  to 
toy  limita,  and  embrace  any  number  of  iade- 
J  fkrodent  Btat^  within  the  great  scheme  of  so- 
'     tialp<ditj  which  it  lud  down.  NowhefbllyBnb- 


CH-ofB. 

scribed  to  that  opinion,  provided  there  were  one 
continnoas  population  connecting  the  variona 
States  with  each  other ;  provided  there  were  no 
great  break  intervening  between  tlie  prdected 
new  territories  and  those  already  established ; 
but,  at  the  most  distant  extremity  of  the  con- 
tinent, it  must  be  evident  that  the  settlers  and 
the  country  itself,  instead  of  being  under  the 
superintendence  and  guardianship  of  the  Gen- 
eral Gtovemment,  would  be  entirely  dependent 
upon  the  will  of  the  individuals  for  whom  such 
great  and  exclusive  powers  were  asked.  There 
was  another  very  solid  ground  of  objection  to 
the  proposed  measure,  which  shonid  not  be 
lost  sight  of;  the  wild,  the  lawlesa,  and  the 
desperate  part  of  the  conunnnity — those  whom 
society  cast  from  her — would,  allured  by  the 
prospect  of  impunity  for  ciiroe,  and  the  hope  of 
advancement  where  they  were  onknown,  seek 
a  refuge  exempt  from  all  salutary  control,  in 
the  bosom  of  that  wilderness,  to  tJie  exclusion 
of  peaceable,  regular,  and  orderly  settlers.  He 
strenuously  opposed  the  ayetem  of  what  he  would 
term  a  half  incorporation — the  giving  to  individ- 
uals, or  associations  of  individuals,  vested  rights 
in  large  districts  of  lands,  upon  which,  at  any 
future  period.  Congress  would  be  aebarred 
fl'om  laying  their  hands ;  and  all  this,  too,  with- 
out any  correlative  obligation  on  the  part  of 
those  to  whom  such  munificent  gifts  were  pro- 
posed to  be  made.  He  felt  it  his  duty,  also,  to 
oppose  equally  the  proposition  which  went  to 
grant  permission  to  the  setters  to  purchase  landa 
of  the  Indians,  and  acquire,  by  that  means,  the 
right  over  the  soil,  &o.  Such  a  conrse  would  be 
an  overturning  of  the  system  which  had  been 
adopted  and  pursued,  with  respect  to  Indian 
lands,  for  more  than  forty  years ;  it  had  alwaya 
been  left  to  the  Federal  Government  to  extin- 
guish Indian  titles,  and  the  wisdom  of  snch  ft 
policy  was  obvious,  not  only  from  the  experi- 
ence of  that  long  period,  but  also  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  thing  itself.  He  did  not  profess  a 
deep  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  nations,  and  he 
therefore  was  not  prepared  to  say  in  wnat  light 
these  associations  were  to  be  viewed ;  certainly 
it  appeared  to  him,  either  as  colonists,  (ana 
from  their  distance,  and  the  natnral  obstacles 
to  an  intercourse  witb  thero,  he  wonld  say,;^r- 
eij/n  colonists,)  or  as  a  nation  in  miniature. 
But  what  was  to  be  done  after  these  settlera 
had  obtained  possession  of  the  land,  and  erect- 
ed their  fort  T  Whether  to  defend  themselvea 
agunst  the  savages,  or  against  a  Russian  or  an 
English  fleet,  he  could  not  say.  Why,  the 
President  of  the  United  States  would  be  r»- 
qnired  to  snpply  guns,  arms,  and  munitions  of 
war,  and  to  commission  the  ofBoers  of  their 
qiililial  Whereas  the  United  States  had  no 
militia,  except,  peradventnre,  a  few  within  the 
District  of  Columbia ;  all  the  other  militia  in 
the  Union  were  loc^  and  npperttdned  to  their 
respective  StAtes.  He  objected  to  the  bill  on 
that  ground  also.  In  direct  connection  with 
that  scheme  of  proprietary  government  came 
the  consideration  of  the  establishment  (a  a  t«r- 
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e  flnt  season  of  the  norfh- 

weat  territory  by  Tl^iiiiA,  the  prjndple  bad 
b««n  laid  down,  in  the  eatablishment  of  new 
territories,  formed,  as  thev  all  were,  witli «  bet- 
en^eneons  popolAUon,  ooU«otod  from  all  parte  of 
tha  world,  that  the  term  neoeesarj  for  tbem  to 
Temain  before  their  admlsaioD  into  the  Unioo 
OB  States,  was  a  period  of  probation,  to  t«ach 
tbem  to  ^vem  themselves,  preTiona  to  a  partici- 
pa^K  in  the  blassin^^  of  the  Union.  The  prao- 
Uce  bad  been  Invariablf  in  atrict  oonformit^ 
with  the  principle.    Now,  what  woold  be  the 


oonaeqoenoe,  sapposing  thi 
therebjto  give  a  Booisl  eiie 
trjt    They  bad,  ham  the  Uissoori  to  tbe  salt 


to  pSBS,   ( 

to  Qiatooi 


water  of  ttie  ooeau,  tbirteen  or  fourteen  h^D- 
dred  milea  ;  and  ftom  the  month  of  tbe  Mia- 
Bonri  to  the  bead  of  narigatlon,  say  two  thoa- 
sand  five  hundred  milea.  There  wna  then  tbe 
ragged  and  almost  impassable  belt  of  the  Kooky 
Jfonnt^m ;  and  nineteen-twentieths  of  the  spaoe 
b^ween  the  Ifissomi  and  the  Padfic  Ocean, 
beyond  the  onltnrable  prairies,  wbicb  were  not 
above  two  or  three  hundred  miles,  was  a  waste 
and  sterile  tract,  no  better  than  tbe  deeert  of 
Zahara,  the  traversing  of  whicli,  even  daring 
tbe  best  seasona,  was  attended  with  the  ex- 
treme of  difficulty  and  danger.  After  describ- 
ing tbe  tediona,  lAboriona,  and  hasardoOB  mode 
of  na^gating  tbe  river  Oregon,  which  was  not, 
be  oontended,  navigable  for  more  tlian  three 
hmidred  miles,  he  observed  that  be  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  from  Mr.  'Wilson  P.  Ennt,  a  gen- 
tieman  who  was  well  known  to  many  of  tbe 
members  of  that  Honse,  and  who  was  perhaps 
as  well  Boqniunted  with  that  oonntry  as  any 
man  in  Hie  Union,  which  gave  a  frightful  ao- 
oonnt  of  the  borrora  attending  bis  crosring  the 
Booky  MouDt^ns.  Mr.  Hunt  and  his  oompan- 
iona  suffered,  from  starvation,  aa  much,  per- 
haps aa  human  nature  could  endure.    He  re- 


fdlen  in  witb  an  Indian  encampment,  and  per- 
OMving  ft  half-starved  horse  wandeilng  near, 
directed  one  of  bis  men  to  kill  it;  be  bad  after- 
wards purchased  tbe  slaughtered  animal  from 
the  Indiana,  for  the  eztortdonate  price  of  a 
handfiil  c^  bread ;  and  finally,  in  continuing  bis 
route  across  tbe  mountains,  had  been  compel- 
led to  feed  upon  the  hide,  which  his  party  car- 
ried with  tbem,  cut  up  into  tbonga.  Such  (Mr. 
B,  observed)  were  the  hardships  always  to  be 
encountered  by  those  who  crossed  the  Roc^ 
Mountains  from  tbe  source  of  the  Missouri. 
Farther  to  tbe  south,  towards  the  Colorado,  or 
near  the  Boaaventurs.  they  conld  be  eroded 
with  comparatively  little  difGoulty;  in  one 
place,  be  bad  been  given  to  understand,  there 
was  to  be  met  with  merely  a  single  monntaln. 
Tbe  oonntry  west  of  the  mountains  merited, 
he  must  remark,  more  of  their  attention  than 
his  former  allusiona  to  its  borreuneBs  conld  pos- 
ribly  call  forth.  Tbe  principal  part,  in  the  vi- 
dnity  of  the  moont^us,  waa  composed  oX 


rocky  and  stony  ridgea,  interspersed  occanon. 
ally  with  spots  of  ground,  nvlnglifetoDaduiig 
bnt  tbe  spmoe,  the  hemlock,  and  other  trees  rf 
a  similar  description.  The  soil,  where  tiers 
was  any  in  tbe  lower  gronnd,  was  formed 
merely  of  tbe  rotten  pine  leave^  and  evm  that 
was  swept  away  by  die  inundation  which  pm- 
odioally  covered  the  country  on  the  banb  of 
the  river.  To-day,  the  extremity  of  drovdit 
would  previul ;  to-morrow,  all,  except  die  h^ 
wonld  oe  submerged  in  the  floods. 

He  then  proceeded  to  speak  of  the  isaat- 
mountable  mfficullies  that  attend  the  navies- 
tion  of  tbe  Ore^n  River,  as  it  opened  into  Om 
ocean ;  of  Qie  disadvantages  of  its  hsrbor;  ud 
of  tbe  danger  incurred  by  vessels  from  the  high, 
rocky,  and  iron-boond  ooast  immediatel;  con- 
tigauus  to  it.  It  was  visited  regularly  by  tbe 
monsoons ;  and  most  vessels  passed  by,  for  for 
of  being  dashed  to  pieces  in  making  tbe  lu^ 
bor,  or  bein^  wind-bound  when  there.  Thej 
preferred  gomg  many  degrees  farther  to  take 
m  wood  and  S^  tbe  only  supplies  the  comitiy 
produced.  Tbe  very  names  described  tbe  plwe 
better  than  any  words  of  bis  oonld,  Thehorth 
Oape  of  the  harbor  had  been  called  Oape  Dissp- 
pomtment  by  an  English  vessel,  which,  for  i 
long  time,  attempted  to  get  in,  bnt  in  vua; 
ana  it  was  never  afterwards  dis(K>vered  tilt  tli* 
year  17B8,  when  Captain  Gray,  of  BoetoD,  ris- 
ited  it,  and  entered  the  harbor.  'With  resptd 
to  what  had  been  sud  on  a  former  day,  by  llie 
gentleman  frwn  Virginia,  (Mr.  Fiotd,)  s»  to 
tbe  fertility  of  tbe  country,  tbe  House  nrnst 
pardon  Mm  if  be  troubled  them  with  a  short 
statement  of  facts  fi^mi  tbe  most  indnbitsHe 
authority.  The  party  aent  out  to  that  place  t? 
that  moat  respectable  merch^t,  Mr.  Astor, « 
New  York,  and  to  which  party  iha  gentleDiiii, 
Mr.  Hnnt,  whose  letter  he  had  occasion  to  cite, 
was  attached,  had  tried  to  rmse  arliclss  neMS- 
sary  for  their  snb^stence  and  comfort ;  but,  af- 
ter three  years,  could  only  succeed  in  growiog 
radtabes,  tuniipa,  and  a  few  other  eeciuWits,  lu 
a  like  description.  Bo  much  for  the  fertility  of 
tiM  soil  and  the  ample  returns  which  it  nude 
for  Uie  labor  of  the  agriculturist.  Mr.  B.  thm 
proceeded  to  draw  a  picture  of  the  misenble 
condition  trfthe  wretoned  natives  of  tbe  coim- 
try.  There  was  no  game  in  the  oonntry,  with 
the  exception  of,  occadonally,  an  elk  or  a  bear; 
the  Indians  could  not  depend  upon  the  chise 
fbr  snbsistenoe ;  they  had  not  even  shoes  in 
which  to  pursue  it  They  lived,  he  might  say, 
upon  tbe  water,  upon  the  flab  which  they 
caught  in  tbe  river,  and  tbe  roots  and  tienin 
which  they  obttuned  in  the  woods.  Their  hnts 
were  in  the  ^und,  and  their  condition,  alto- 
gether, was  distressing  and  miserable  beyond  bU 
conception.  It  was  bis  firm  belief  that,  if  the 
settlement  were  to  be  made,  and  agriculture 
attempted  on  any  scale,  large  or  small,  and 
with  any  means,  they  wonld  not  remain  there 
two  years ;  they  could  not  endure  the  tncessaot 
r^ns  of  four  months'  duration ;  they  would  qnit 
the  oountij  im  California,  or  Sot  uut  most  de- 
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li^tful  (d  sU  elinuUM  of  the  Bonth,  the  Sand- 
wich t»i»iHJ«,  wMoh  would  be  but  flftMn  day  a' 
Mil  fom  tberau  In  tbmt  maoiLer  would  their 
eiotiMiB  in  the  ■ettloment  be  of  no  valae  to 
th<nM«lTel^  «itd  thdr  enei^ee  wonld  be  forever 
iMto  their  oonnby.  Suppose,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
fwth«  sake  of  amment,  the  obJecU  of  the  bill 
A1D7  aooompliahed — rappoee  the  patamal  care 
(rf^QovuniiUDt  badi(Mt««d  the  iii&iit  set- 
doMnt  into  a  Tigorona  matnii^ — oonld  it  be 
Mppoaed  that  a  brotherhood  of  affection,  a 
oaBntanitj  of  fedinx  and  at  interest^  wonld 

Ci3X  between  that  cittaat  and  aoUtarr  mem- 
of  the  familj,  and  those  which  remained 
firm  Kodmutedt^^^etheT  at  hornet  Lookatthat 
fanitcny,  withhafaita.  localitiea,  and  aasooiat' 
altogettier  difi^Moit  m>m  the  reet  of  the  Ui 
1a6k.  at  its  nei^bora :  on  tlie  eooth,  the  new 
n|mUiea  of  Bonth  Amerioa^  on  the  north, 
&uaa;  the  vast  ocean  in  front ;  aq>arated  from 
thoae  to  wImmu  It  shonld  be  bound  bj  the  oloa- 
cat  pditieal  tiea,  br  an  almost  interminable 
deacrt  Lodi:  at  uteae  thiiigi,  and  thai  s^ 
whether  Uiat  territory  conld  ei^f^  thoae  bleaa- 
nga  whid)  the  eonatitation  dispensed  to  everj 
mcmbw  of  the  American  Union.  The  habits 
of  tke  territorr  would  be  acquired  bj  an  inter- 
eovne  with  thoae  repnblica  of  ue  South. 
Thoae  reBoblica,  which  were  based  upon  an 
weiait  if  not  upmi  a  solid  foundation,  would 
■ipMa  its  eoauiMTce,  and,  in  all  probability, 
neore  ita  aBianoe ;  and  though  he  would  not 
mttnra  to  [vediat  that  such  would  be  the  case, 
jet  he  feared  that  it  would  ultimately  be  the 
HcsHon  at  setting  a  formidable  example  of  a 
fianptioii  of  the  Union.  He  ahoold  not  dl- 
ptm  <n  pmnts  of  honor,  with  respect  to  per- 
■ntting  dtber  Bnsria  or  England  to  interfne 
in  any  aRHigemeatB  with  respect  to  the  set- 
donent  or  other  diapodljon  of  aoif  part  of 
the  eonnfay  in  qoeatirai.  6ndi  mattera  mnat, 
ef  COBTM,  oponte  va  the  minda  of  gentlonco, 
mofding  to  their  different  indiTidnal  feelings. 
Ha  matt  ooiif^  that,  with  him,  the;r  welded 
kattitUe.  A  qoeation  bad  been  r^aed  of  rath- 
er mere  tnmortance ;  that  was,  how  wonld  the 
pnpOMd  bul  operate  on  commeroe  I  And  that 
fMatioa  he  w<nild  endeavtnr  to  answer  In  a  few 
wotdt.  Hie  Britiah  Northwest  and  Hudson 
B«  (CTtmanlea  had  long  been  aotive^  and  in- 
dcoligaHj  engaged  in  pnrsning  the  ttar  trade 
ia  the  extcosre  regiona  of  the  WeatL  The 
4irk(Bt  reOMiea  of  the  moant^na  were  annn- 
•Dr  eiplored  bj  their  nnmerooa  agenia  j  and 
the  mtnral   omaeqnaioe  of  the  nnreihitting 

Kof  the  game  waa,  tliat  it  was,  and  long 
D,  rapidb^  thinning.  Se  had  been  cred- 
Uf  infimaed,  that  the  beaTet  trade,  in  partio- 
iw,  wia  iWiiiniwhiiig  dailj.  Bnt  little  proper- 
tj  wts  BOW  made  in  it,  except  inddeotaDy,  hj 
P<tt  good  fortone,  in  stumbling  on  particular 
ma  wUch  had  not  previonaly  been  visited  b7 
whniten;  sod  tbeee,  as  everj  person  at  aU 
mttmBt  with  the  bnaineM  must  Imow,  were 
"kw  ad  far  between."  He  himself  though 
jMJiliw  at  a  pUoe  which  brought  him  immecu- 


atelf  in  contact  with  persona  engwed  in  that 
purauit,  knew  but  one  psrscHi  who  had  made  a 
fortune  b7  it.  He  alluded  to  Qen.  Ashley,  of 
St.  Louis  i  and  even  in  that  case,  it  waa  to  be 
attributed  solely  to  the  anperior  enterprise  and 
good  fortune  of  that  gentlinnaD,  and  the  sagao- 
ity  which  led  him  to  take  the  beat  and  least  fre- 
quented routes,  Qen.  Ashley's  part;  efmnsta 
of  about  one  hundred  hkol,  and  fran  three  to 
flTehtindredhorsea;  he  aheseshtooonrse  three 
tff  four  degree*  south  erf  the  line  uanally  fol- 
lowed, eroesas  the  belt  of  mountains  at  a  plaoo 
where  he  meeta  but  one  or  two  inoonsidmUile 


west  of  tiie  Roekr  Mountains.  He  (Itr.  Buvj 
then  held  in  his  band  a  letter  from  that  gMi- 
tleman,  which  would  give  some  idea  of  the  re- 
aeoroh  and  enterprise  necessary  to  render  siudi 
pursuits  Buooessftil  and  profitable. 

But  to  resume  his  argament  as  to  the  barren 
and  inhoapitable  £ioe  of  the  country  generallr. 
It  was  predsely  of  Uie  same  deaoript^  at  the 
source  of  the  Oolnmbia  River.  Henadrecdved 
a  letter  oa  the  sul^eot  from  a  respectable  gen- 
tleman who  knew  the  countiT  well ;  tiie  an- 
thentidl^  of  the  information  which  it  contained 
was  indiqintable,  and,  with  tbw  pennisrim, 
he  wonld  read  an  extract  from  it.  The  follow- 
ing was  the  passage  to  which  he  begged  to  call 
their  attention : 

"The  nsvigstloa  of  CoInmUa  Blver,  from  the 
Qrest  Falls,  irith  the  exception  of  two  [Mrtsges,  is, 
on  the  whole,  good ;  bnt  the  coonbr,  br  lud,  for 
one  hniidred  and  Slty  or  two  hoadred  miles,  is  tm- 
panabla  for  moles  or  hones.  It  ia  snnuany  inon- 
dsied  by  the  neittog  of  the  snows  from  the  moon- 
taina,  and  ia  entirely  barren.  There  I*  no  gsme  nor 
raget^lea,  wilfa  the  ezoeption  of  hemlock,  sjmioe, 
■nd  a  Utde  bhns.  On  the  whole,  nothing  ijtont  the 
river  Is  dedrabk,  bnt  ita  navigalioa  and  the  harbor 
St  its  aumth." 

Such  (obaerved  Mr.  B.)  were  the  views  en- 
tertained of  it  by  an  eye  witnee^  ftdly  compe- 
tent, by  experience  and  knowledges  ^  torm  a 
correct  Judgment  in  anoh  matterK  He  fbrther 
though^  t^t,  if  a  aetUement  waa  determined 
npon,  the  best  site  for  it  was  about  one  hun- 
dred miles  aonth  of  the  Columbia  River,  ib, 
B.  repeated  that  snch  information  was  of  a  na- 
ture to  be  implicitly  relied  npcm.  It  was  son^t 
after  and  obt^ed  by  the  gentleman  refeired 
to,  with  a  view  to  actual  pndt;  it  was  not 
merely  theoretical  or  speculatiTe,  bnt  praotioal, 
and  intended  to  be  acted  upon  at  a  future  pe- 
riod. 

When  Lewis  and  Olai^e  went  on  tli^  oele- 
brated  exploring  expedition,  ibej  labored,  of 
course,  under  every  possible  oisadTantaige ; 
passing  through  an  unknown  coontty,  wWe 
the  foot  of  a  white  man  had  never  before  trod ; 
with  no  guide  bnt  conjecture;  exposed  to  the 
attacks  01  savage  and  hostile  tiibea ;  and  aided 

*  by  men,  who  with  a  few  exceptiona,  were 
__  .etter  qualified  for  the  ardnona  service  in 
which  they  were  engaged,  than  so  many  aol- 
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diera  of  the  United  Btktos  armj  would  be. 
Those  dutjngnifihed  trsyellers  gave  a  moat  de- 
plorable aoooont  of  Uie  whole  coimtry ;  an  ac- 
count folly  conmurihg  with  what  ho  had 
beea  eajiDg  upon  the  sabjeot.  Lewis  and 
Clarke  aa/  that  the  onlf  good  Und  the;  saw 
was  at  a  place  thej  called  tiie  Wapatoo  Valley, 
and  that  it  was  enough  to  Bustain  about  forty 
thouBand  agricoltoristsl  The  whole  plan  was 
wild  and  impntoticable.  They  might,  indeed, 
baild  a  fort  for  the  pnrpoee  of  self^efence,  but 
those  within  it  woiud  nave  nothing  to  defend 
but  themselveB.  The  bill  proposed  the  small 
sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars  for  that  purpose ; 
now,  that  sum  would  not  purchase  the  bark 
f^om  off  the  logs  neeessary  to  construct  it, 
and  pay  for  the  traosportatioD  of  that  bark  to 
Missouri.  Fifty  men,  it  was  true,  mi^t  build 
the  fort ;  but  three  or  four  hundred  would  be 
reqaired  for  it :  for  less  than  that  nomber  oould 
not  defend  it  agunst  the  attack  of  two  Bnsaiaii 
frigates.  In  the  year  1819,  it  would,  no  doubt, 
be  recollected,  that  an  expedition  was  sent  to 
build  a  fort  on  Yellowstone  River.  Men  were 
taken  ont,  he  believed,  at  an  erpense  of  near 
five  hundred  dollars  per  man ;  and  that  under- 
taking, which  resulted  in  a  complete  fiiilnre, 
oost  the  nation,  be  nnderstood,  nearly  half  a 
million  of  dollars  I  And  yet  it  was  seriously 
proposed  to  bnild  a  fort  on  the  coast  of  the  Pa- 
cific Ocean,  at  the  very  western  edge  of  the 
American  contment,  for  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
only  one-tenth  part  of  the  earn  thrown  away 
upon  the  other.  If  it  were  conudered  neoes- 
sary  to  fortify  the  month  of  Oolnmbia  River,  it 
would  be  necessary  to  enlist  a  peculiar  kind  of 
men  for  the  eerrice  there.  He  meant  the  boat- 
men on  the  rivers  and  lakes ;  men  who  would 
never  think  of  asking  for  salt  or  for  bread, 
when  a  thousand  miles  in  the  depth  of  the  wil- 
derness, and  who  conoeived  themselves  fortu- 
nate when  they  conld  feast  on  a  piece  of  hard 
venison,  or  a  fat  dog. 

They  must  not,  he  sud,  expect  bread  in  their 
rations ;  for  every  poimd  of  bread  stuff  in  theic 
settlement  must  come  &om  California  or  even 
fiirthw  south.  He  wished  it  to  be  observed 
also,  that  the  little  trade  that  existed  there, 
was  not  on  the  coast,  but  in  the  npper  part  of 
the  country,  among  tne  spars  and  branches  of 
the  Ro^Tf  Mountains,  where,  and  where  alone, 
the  furs  were  found.  There  waa  still  another 
oI:iiection,  which,  in  his  opinion,  ought  to  have 
great  local  weight.  The  trade  in  fore,  in  par- 
tioular  of  the  sea  furs,  was  principslly  carried 
on  wiQi  China  and  the  East  Indies.  A  con«d- 
erable  portion  of  the  land  Airs  found  a  market 
in  Europe.  Now,  if  a  place  of  deposit  and 
shipment  were  established  in  the  mouth  of  the 
Oolnmbia  River,  tije  whole  of  the  furs  ftmn  the 
Rooky  Moantams  would  travel  in  that  direo- 
tjon;  and  the  long  and  finctifying  stream  of 
oommeroe  which  fiowed  through  the  United 
States,  leaving  snch  a  rich  allnviam  behind  it, 
would  be  diverted  into  another  and  an  opposite 
channel.    He  had  no  hesitaticm  in  aaying,  that 


not  a  single  beaver  skin  wonld  be  hronght  frtaa 
the  Rocky  Monntains  to  the  Misnseippi.  Rs- 
verting  to  his  former  argument,  oonceniing  the 
difficulty,  nay,  almost  tiie  impracticaMlity  rf 
the  oommunication  between  the  Missouri  ud 
the  coast  of  the  Pacific,  acroae  the  Bockj 
Mountdns,,  he  observed  that  even  Boston  irsg 
much  nearer  the  month  of  the  Colmnbia  Riv«r, 
in  point  of  facihty  of  commercial  intercourse^ 
either  by  doubling  Cape  Horn,  or  by  cnmmg 
the  Isthmus,  providea  the  permission  of  the 
Spanish  republics  could  be  obtained  for  tbt 
better  course.  It  was  not  nearer,  certunjj, 
for  the  transmission,  if  he  might  so  call  it,  of 
men ; ,  but  a  man,  with  a  stont  heart,  and  a 
good  rifie  on  his  shoulder,  might  go  to  any 

Elaoe  where  there  was  animated  nature,  and 
nd  a  subMstence. 

There  was  at  that  present  time  a  gentiemtn 
in  the  city,  whose  personal  knowledge  on  ths 
subject  was  great,  and  who  agreed  witb  him 
(Mr.  Bahs)  in  almost  all  his  views  o!  the 
question.  He  was  particularly  well  aoqotiDled 
with  the  seaboard  of  that  country,  and  had 
emphatically  described  to  him  the  horrors  d 
that  barren  desert,  and  the  disastrous  effect  ot 
those  heavy  and  continued  rains  to  which  be 
had  before  alluded,  as  beyond  the  posaiUe  en- 
durance of  the  settlers.  That  gentieman  hsd 
remarked,  that  the  winds,  ioad^  with  the  so- 
cumulated  vapors  of  20,000  miles  of  oceu, 
drove  the  clouds  against  the  rocky  steeps  of 
the  coast;  and  he  Iwd  often,  from  the  sea,  seen 
them,  through  the  vista  of  the  river,  buntipg, 
when  past  the  first  barrier  of  monntains,  lUliDi 
in  torrents,  and  overflowing  the  country.  Al- 
ter some  urther  observations  with  respect  to 
the  difference  of  climate  of  the  American  sod 
Ariatio  coasts  in  the  same  parallel  of  latitude, 
57°,  Mr.  B.  repeated  his  protest  against  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  foreign  colony :  for  such,  ka 
contended,  would  be  the  proposed  eetUemeut. 
The  very  oonntry  itself  in  which  it  was  to  be 
looat«d,  was  a  disputed  country;  and  though 
he  folly  agreed  with  the  gentieman  from  Vir- 
ginia (Mr.  Floid)  as  to  the  justice  of  the  Uuil- 
ed  States  olums  to  it,  yet  the  fact  was,  that 
the  right  to  it  was  a  subject  of  dispute  between 
America  and  the  British  Qovemment  Great 
Britain,  it  was  weU  known,  never  conceded  a 
single  point  which  she  could  possibly  muntwn; 
and  would  genUemen,  he  most  ask,  risk  the 
chance  of  a  long  and  sangmnary  war,  for  the 
sake  of  making  an  experiment  on  the  hemlock 
forests  of  tiie  Columbia  coasts?  In  private 
life,  he  knew,  that,  if  a  man  desired  to  vindi- 
cate his  own  rights,  it  was  sometimee  neceesaiy 
to  cavil  abont  the  ninth  part  of  a  hair ;  and, 
perhaps,  the  case  might  be  the  same  vrith  respect 
to  nations:  however  thatmightbe^hecould  not 
repress  the  utterance  of  his  solemn  wish,  that  the 
base  of  the  Rooky  Uonnt^s  were  an  ocean 
bounding  the  United  ^tatea,  inst«ad  of  the  vast 
wilderness  which  extended  beyond  tbem. 

To  speak  of  the  profit  derived  from  these 
barren  regions.     They  received  furs  to  the 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  CONQBESS. 


lass.] 


On^ptriKM  of  At  Ongat  Sum-. 


[H.  or  B. 


WDooDt  of  two  or  three  hosdred  thonsamd  dol- 
]m  MuiDaDj;  that  trade,  to  be  aore,  might 
pw  life  and  Bctivi^  to  ft  little  town  of  five  or 
til  tboQsand  inhabitants,  St  Louis,  which  waa 
the  piincipal  seat  of  it  But,  was  »  trade  of 
thu  confined  extent  worth  incorring  the 
.  b«arj  eipetuea  attending  a  Bettlement  eves  if 
no  D^ier  part  of  the  qaestion  were  taken  into 
cocuideration  I  Was  it  worth  paTiiig  for  i  Waa 
it  worth  fightiog  fort  Was  it,  in  fact,  hard]; 
Korth  caring  fort  [Hr.  B.  continoed.]  If 
liie}-  wilted  to  proceed  with  pradence  and  cir- 
com^tection,  thej  would  send  oat  a  paiiy  of 
«ipkn«tioii.  A  himdred  good  rifiemen  might 
<nT«rw  the  continent  from  the  Rasgian  setUe- 
ments,  in  latitade  S7°  40',  to  Oalifoniio.  No 
■nui  ooold  compete  with  theira;  no  sarage 
Talor,  however  deaperate,  oonld  withstand 
theii  disoqilined  bravery.  Let  them  collect  a 
mi»  <^  information  on  the  coantrj,  and  the 
avutible  advantagea  it  held  forth  to  settlers ; 
tod  let  Congress  afterwarda  airange,  digeat, 
and  act  apon  that  iofomiation.  He  wonld  an- 
iwa  for  it  that  anoh  a  conrse  of  proceeding 
would  produce  more  practical  good  effecto,  and 
Ctoi  mncfa  less,  than  the  premature  erection  of 
(fart, and  eatabliahment  of  a  territorial  gov- 
enuneoL  The  verj  name  of  the  place  appear- 
ed to  him  expreeaive  of  its  poverty  and  steril- 
iiy.  He  knew  bat  little  of  the  fipaniah  ian- 
gsAge,  bat  had  been  informed,  and  thonght  the 
fi^aJectDre  probable,  that  the  river  derives  its 
nime  from  an  herb,  resembling  pennyroyal,  or 
IH'rtiaps  ^)i»^)aching  as  nearly  hyssop,  growing 
Ht^v  the  coast,  and  called  in  Spanish  ore- 
jNM.  From  this  fact  it  was  rational  to  snp- 
(it«e  that  it  had  been  tiaited  by  the  Spaniards 
It  an  early  period  of  their  adventnrons  career 
of  dlKOTery,  and  abandoned  as  not  worth  the 
in^ble  of  settling. 

He  thanked  the  committee  for  their  atten- 
tioo;  and,  in  condoding,  begged  them  to  pause 
beWe  sanctatwing  an  expe&ditnre,  for  a  pnr- 
fOft  perii^ts  daogeroos,  certainly  neeless. 

Xr.  PoLz  rose,  he  aaid,  chiefly  for  the  pnr- 
poie  of  calling  the  attention  of  tiie  comnutt«e 
to  the  existing  treaties  between  the  United 
StUca  and  Great  Britain ;  and  particnlarly  to 
the  eoDventiui  of  the  2Dth  of  October,  IBIS, 
led  (rf  the  6th  of  Angost,  1627 ;  and  if,  on  ex- 
uninaUon  of  them,  it  shall  he  found  that  we 
ouiDt  pass  thia  bill,  either  in  its  original  shape, 
or  McordiDg  to  the  ameitdmenta  proposed,  then 
there  is  an  end  to  thia  discussion.  G«iitleiiien 
vho  had  participated  in  this  debate  had  con- 
fined themselves  to  the  expediency  of  the  meas- 
K",  and  have  bad  no  reference  to  the  present 
Hate  of  our  negotiations  in  reference  to  the 
jrelhnioiry  qnestion  of  title  to  the  country. 
'Hw  third  article  of  the  convention  of  the 

^  rf  October,  1618,  contains  this  agreement 

betweai  the  two  countries:  "It  is  agreed  that 
wj  oonntry  that  may  be  claimed  by  either  par- 
tj.  oa  the  northwest  coast  of  America,  west- 
'•rdy  the  Stony  Monntahis,  ahall,  together 
Kith  its  harbors,  bays,  and  creeks,  and  the  nav- 


igation of  aQ  r 

wtd  open  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  fi 

date  of  the  signature  of  the  present  convention, 

to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and  snbjects,  of  the  two 
powers."  The  question  is  not  now  whether  it 
was  wise  to  make  thia  treaty,  bat,  having  made 
it,  what  is  its  spirit  and  meaning) 

The  convention  of  August  6th,  1827,  extends 
and  continues  in  force,  for  an  indefinite  period 
of  time  after  the  SOth  of  October,,  1 6S8,  the 
provisions  of  the  third  artiole  of  the  conven- 
tion of  1818,  but  contains  this  additional  ariicle: 
"  It  shall  be  competent,  however,  for  either  of 
the  contracting  parties,  in  case  either  shonld 
think  fit,  at  any  tune  after  the  SOth  of  October, 
1828,  on  ^ving  due  notice  of  twelve  months  to 
the  other  contracting  party,  to  annul  and  ab- 
rogate this  convention,  and  it  shall  in  such  case 
be  entirely  annulled  and  abrogated  after  the 
expiration  of  the  said  term  of  notice." 

These  are  the  stipuladone  of  the  existing 
treatira  between  this  Government  and  that  Of 
Great  Britain.  Whilst  they  continne  in  foroe, 
they  are  declared  by  the  constitution  to  be  the 
snpreme  law  of  the  land.  Now  we  have  not 
^ven  the  notice  of  twelve  months  to  annul  or 
abrogate  them,  and  until  we  do,  or  receive  such 
notice  from  them,  they  are  in  lull  forc«,  and 
are  obligatory  upon  us.  Did  this  bill  or  the 
amendment  offered  to  it  violate  their  previs- 
ions t  The  hill  proposed  to  establish  a  territo- 
rial Government  over  the  whole  country  be- 
tween the  Rooky  Uotmtaina  and  the  Facifio 
Ocean;  to  occupy  it  with  s  military  force ;  to 
erect  a  fort;  to  erect  a  port  of  en^ ;  and  to 
grant  donations  of  lands  to  emigrants  Now, 
air,  (said  he,)  can  we  take  taehmte  posseasioa 
of  any  {>ortion  of  this  territory ;  occupy  it  with 
a  military  force;  establish  a  territorial  Gov- 
ernment in  it;  and  create  a  port  of  entey, 
thereby  excludmg  all  others,  unless  sabjeot  to 
our  revenue  laws,  consistently  with  the  previs- 
ions of  these  treaties,  by  whidi  the  parties  have 
agreed  that  the  coimtry  ahall  be  "free  and 
open"  "  to  the  vessels,  citizens,  and  snbjeofa  of 
the  two  powers,"  until  annnlled  by  notice  giv- 
en! Oan  we  do  it  without  first  ^ving  the 
twelvemonths' notice  reqnired)  Admit,  if  yon 
will,  that,  upon  the  face  of  the  treaties,  it  may 
be  a  matter  of  some  doubt  what  their  true  con- 
stmctionis:  we  are  left  in  nodonbt  whatisthe 
construction  put  npon  them  by  the  British 
Government.  They  hold  that  neither  party 
has  the  right  to  t^e  exclusive  possession  of 
any  portion  of  the  country ;  'that  the  riebt  to 
do  so  is  suspended  by  mutual  consent,  dniing 
their  continuance  in  force,  by  the  terms  M 
these  treaties ;  that  both  parties  have  a  right, 
during  their  continuanoe  in  force,  to  a  oommon 
occupancy  of  the  country,  for  the  pnnDoaee  of 
hunting  and  traffic  with  Uie  natives.  That  the 
subiectd  of  Great  Britain  and  the  citixens  of  the 
Umted  States  have  an  equal  right,  until  these 
treaties  are  abnwated  or  annulled,  to  hont  in 
the  country  as  ttey  have  heretofore  done ;  to 
i  take  fors  and  traffio  with  the  natives  in  the  in- 
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terior;  to  Uko  fish  in  the  ndghboring  hcm, 
bsjB.  uid  harboTB,  and  export  them  for  market 
to  CMna,  or  aaj  other  pHrt  of  the  world  thej 
might  choose.  Thej  dia  not  claim  themselTce 
the  exolDilTe  right  to  ooonpr  an^  portion  of  this 
Tut  onexplored  region,  m^  did  the?  deny  to 
va  the  rl{^t  of  oommon  oooopanoy  with  them, 
forthepDipoaeihehadBtated.  llt^Hndscoi'B 
Bt7  OomfMnf  nov  hmtt  in  the  ooontiT  and 
true  witii  the  nativM.  All  Amerieaa  iH*^gan« 
who  ohoow  do  the  JMme.  And  at  this  moment, 
all  American  ddseni,  all  assooiationa  and  omn- 
paniea  of  indiridnals,  had  the  right  br  the  terms 
of  these  treaties,  without  the  ^  m  Oongrean, 
to  go  Into  anf  portion  (tf  the  oonnlzj  for  the  pnr- 
pose  of  bunting  or  traffio.  The;  had  the  right, 
both  b;  land  md  sea,  without  onr  aid,  to  have 
free  ingress  and  tgnm  to  andfrom  the  oomitr;. 
Saeh  al  oor  adTentnrons  dtisens  as  are  dis- 
posed to  penetrote  faito  the  onexplored  wilds 
weflt  of  uie  Bock^  Homitains,  have  the  right 
to  do  so.  Great  Kit^  boa  not,  as  yet,  esteb- 
liahed  onj  mlHtary  post^  and  has  avowed  her 
Intention  not  to  do  so  nnless  we  do.  Herhnnt- 
ing  oompaniee  moj-  have  private  defimeeB  and 
temporary  fortifloolions. 

llr.  £vs8KTT  observed,  that  he  did  not  rise  to 
enta-  at  length  into  the  present  dehat«,  in  which 
he  hod  not  intended  and  was  not  prepared  to 
t^e  an  notiTe  port  HU  attention  had  been 
tamed  to  the  saSjeet  by  the  oironmstance,  that 
he  had  been  called  rai  by  a  oonstitnrait,  (at  the 
head  of  an  sssoi^tion  whioh  wished  to  emigrate 
to  the  re^on  in  qnestion,)  to  sahmit  a  memorial 
to  Oongregfl^  at  the  lost  seuton,  which  in  his 
own  neoesHTT  absence,  Mr.  E.  stated,  he  had 
don^  thronsb  the  conrtesj  of  the  gentleman 
fkoD  Virginia,  Qtr.  Flotd,)  of  whose  merito- 
rions  efforts,  in  bringing  forward  this  subject, 
the  committee  were  the  witnesses.  His 
thon^ta  had  been  in  this  way  directed  to  the 
snljeot,  and  he  confessed  he  had  fbimed  a  verf 
bvorattle  tanpresdim  of  the  general  natore  of 
the  propoeedmeasare;  although  his  views  were 
not  snmoiently  motnred  to  anthorize  him  to  ob- 
trude them,  at  a  great  length,  on  the  House. 
He  wonld,  however,  make  a  f«w  remarks,  in 
reply  to  the  gentleinan  from  Tennessee,  who 
hodjnst  token  bis  seat,  (Mr.  Polz,)  on  the  bear- 


Sir,  (said  Mr.  E.,)  like  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  I  am  fnllj  persoaded  of  the  validity 
of  oor  national  title  to  the  territory  in  qnestios. 
That  point  haa  been  argued  with  an  ability 
irhich  leaves  nothing  to  be  wished,  by  onr 
ministers,  Mr.  Bosh  and  Hr.  Gallatin,  in  their 
negotiations  with  Great  l^tain,  and  by  the 
present  Beimtary  of  State  and  his  predecessor, 
m  Ihdr  instructions  on  this  sabject  I  agree 
with  the  gentleman  ftvm  Tennessee,  that  the 
right  is  ours,  by  every  title  by  whi^  a  right 
to  an  unsettled  region  can  accrue  to  any  Gh>vern- 
ment.  What  then  is  the  state  of  the  question, 
on  this  admission  t  It  is  this :  that  here  is  a 
reg^n,  extending  mors  than  twelve  degrees  of 


lotltnde  fr(Hu  sonlh  to  north,  and  more  than  ■ 
thousand  miles  from  east  to  west,  to  which  «• 
have  &  dear  title,  and  on  the  fomttaon  at 
which  we  may  not  eBt«r.  It  ia  not  meidy  m 
extenslTe  region,  bnt,  as  I  have  no  donbt,  not- 
withstsnding  what  hiu  been  so  CDrdbly  stated 
hy  the  gentleman  from  Ifissonri,  (Mr,  Bins,)  i 
fertileone.  If  there  are  rongh  and  barreDpn- 
tjona,  aBtheren«tnral]ymnstba,inBoaxteDri*e 
a  tract  of  oonntiy,  botmded  bytme  loffyiidM 
<tf  monnUns,  and  traversed  by  anothe^  parslfd 
to  It ;  then  can  be  no  donbt  (ev«i  if  we  bsd 
not,  as  we  have^  abundant  testinKHij  of  tbe 
fiujt,)  that  other  portions— the  bank  ot  tha 
rfveis,  some  of  its  numerous  islands,  and  the 
valley  between  the  two  ranges  of  hills,  an  far- 
tile.  In  that  port  of  the  globe,  and  in  that 
vioinil?  to  the  ooean,  if  the  recion  be  si  sterile 
BB  it  has  been  Jnst  desoribeo,  it  Is  witknt 
example  in  ge<^;raphy.  Bnt  dooomenta,  of- 
ddally  in  possession  of  the  Honse,  (I  altade 
portiaalarlT  to  the  two  able  reports  of  s  oc4- 
leagne  In  ue  ntnet«enth  Oougreee,  Mr.  BATima, 
of  Haasaohusetts,)oontain  abundant  and  positive 
testimony  that  a  portion  of  this  region  is  *  pcf 
foot  garden.  The  importance  of  its  ponticii  I 
will  not  dwell  upon.  It  lies  in  the  reer  of  our 
entire  western  settlements,  and  it  contsiofl  tlN 
only  porta  we  csn  ever  have  on  tbe  greet  Pacific 
Ooean  i  the  only  porte  in  which  oor  immensely 
vdnable  Ixade  on  that  ocean  oonld  ever  seek 
the  protection  of  a  national  fortree^  in  time  of 
war.  Snoh  is  the  r^on  to  which  it  is  agreed, 
on  all  sides  ^  the  House,  we  have  a  clear  ri^t 
and  cm  the  enjoymrat  of  wMdh  ri^  a  rival 
power  8a;yswe  mnst  not  enter:  not  that  tins 
power  dwns  it  as  hers,  bnt  on  the  gromd  Out 
it  to  a  vacant  region,  ta  which  the  Jnrisdiatiaii 
belongB  to  no  power.  This  owtaanfy  is  an  im- 
por^tquestion,andon^ttobesettied.  If  tbe 
territory  is  ours,  let  ns  have  the  use  of  it;  if  it 
is  not  onrs,  let  as  give  op  onr  dsim  to  it;  and 
if  it  be  doubtfol,  let  us  osoertoin,  as  soon  li 
poerible,  whether  it  is  onrs  or  not 

A  oonvention  wss  framed  between  the  two 
Governments,  in  1818,  of  which  tXJg  aitida 
provided  for  the  Joint  oeenpanoy  of  th&  regi«>, 
and  that  artade  was  renewed  at  a  eq«nts 
convention,  in  the  oonrse  <rf  the  past  year,  to 
be  tennlnatedbyritherpartr  en  twelve  mcnth^ 
notice  to  the  other.  The  gentiemsn  from  Ten- 
nessee (Mr.  Polk)  says  the  provisions  ot  this 
bill  are  inoondstent  with  the  Htipnlataonw  ot  Qie 
convention. 

There  are  two  main  points  In  the  biD — the 
erection  of  a  milituy  poet,  and  the  estaUIsh- 
ment  of  a  civil  jnriBdiction.  With  respect  to 
the  Snt,  it  certainly  does  not  violate  the  con- 
vention. It  was  recommended  by  Mr.  Monroe^ 
in  19S2,  and  by  the  preeent  Chief  MsgiMrsle, 
in  Deoember,  1326,  under  whoee  instmctions 
this  convention  had  been  negotiated.  The 
British  have  token  military  possesion  of  the 
country.  If  I  sm  not  mhdnformed,  they  have 
an  nnhroken  ohidn  of  posts  from  the  month  of 
the  Columbia  to  Upper  Canada.    Hx.  OaUstin, 
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So.  liii  latter  of  2d  December,  1826,  to  the 
Saentirf  of  State,  aajB ;  "  T  nndentood  it  to 
1m  tbe  c^oBioii  of  the  British  pleaipot«atiariea, 
"tint  there  eoold  be  no  objection  to  ueeetaUlsh- 
ratot  of  mihtHTT  posts,  or  to  a  joriBdiotion  con- 
dsed,  kj  each  power,  to  its  oim  oitdwns  or  nib- 
iediL"  Again,  in  his  letter  of  20th  December, 
M  Mji :  "  The  establiahmeiit  of  militarj  posts, 
norided  thej  do  not  oomtnaitd  exoloaiTeiy  the 
Oohrabi^  IB  not  olt}eoted  to."  The  first  point 
of  tbe  bill  does  not,  tberefbre,  teem  kttwded 


Tbe  eeeood  pc^t  that  of  JnHidictiaQ,  is  nn- 
aneitionablr  more  delicate.  I  wonld  certainly 
M  Bnoag  the  last  to  propose  the  infraction  of 
ttie  oooTentkai,  or  to  recommend  a  measore 
that  voold  tnTolve  a  hazard^  or  bold  out  a 
Bwnaee  of  war  in  an^  case,  nmess  the  interest 
or  tba  honor  of  Qie  conntrr  iDq>erioDsI  j  de- 
nunded  iL  In  tbe  present  caae,  I  have  no  other 
•wA  than  to  protect  onr  citizens,  who  now  re- 
nrt  to  this  r^on  in  porsnit  of  their  lawfU  in- 
dntrj',  and  to  go  pan  i)anu  with  Great  Britain 
in  iiiilin^  a  i^ht  to  the  oonntrj.  The  Britdah 
hire  tbur  posts  there ;  let  na  bare  oars  to  pro- 
tect oar  atiaeos  fMm  tbe  violenoe  to  wbiob 
tbn  are  now  ezpoaed.  The  Britisb,  bj  an  act 
of  PatUsmeat,  of  188],  haTO  extended  tb^ 
crrilaDdQciininBl  jnrisdiction  to  all  tbe  parts  of 
Aawriea,  not  beltmging  to  other  powere,  and 
act  within  tbe  dnl  jnrisdictjon  of  vaj  of  tbe 
Cnted  States.  That  shall  we  do  to  ke«p  pace 
FilhtUi  measoret  Tbe  British  GoTemmeDt 
hiB  otjeetod  to  the  ectabliihroent  of  a  territo- 
rial gOTcniment,  and  j'et  Mr.  Qallatin,  in  me 
irf  his  tetters,  obserrea,  that  "it  waBea^;eeted 
(by  hin^  and  seemed  to  be  acqniesced  m,  that 
Hw  difienl^  mi^  be  obviated,  provided  the 
WMtaoo  of  a  new  twritor^  was  not  confined 
amlHBTtij  to  tbe  territoir  weet  of  the  monor 
taiu ;  that  it  aboold  be  defined  as  embradng 
iQ  tbe  poasesaionB  of  the  United  States  west  of 
a  ^  that  should  be  at  some  distanoe  from  land 
(sat  of  the  Stonj'  MonntainB." 

Tbe  truth  ia,  something  shonld  be  done  to 
bsp  pace  with  the  Britiui  settlements,  and  to 
prated  onr  himten  and  trappere.  Tbeterritorf 
a  BOW  oremm  with  tbe  Berrants  of  the  Had- 
an^  Bar  Oompanj.  Under  a  nominal  Jcdnt 
wespaoej,  they  mimapoliEa  it.  They  are  there 
■  gnat  nnmbere  :  snned,  of  course ;  supported 
firadiHnof  forts;  and  whenever  the  American 
mpanitiTri;  few  in  nmnber,  and 


namorted  b 
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e  driTen  of^  and  if  ther 
t,  an  klUed.  I  have  been,  withhi  a  few 
dm,  infarmed  by  a  geBtleman,  whose  name, 
if  I  Utatlibertytogire  it,  wonld  command  tbe 
mpeet  of  flreiT  member  of  the  committee, 
that  among  die  latest  aooonnta  firom  thte  repon 
am,  that  cUit  Americans  hare  been  shot  \fj 
the  BritUi  Inniters.  If  it  has  hsppened  in  the 
^rrnririi  that  a  British  hooter  has  Dera  shot  bf 
aa  ftwwirin  (of  which  I  bare  no  htformalion,) 
Iheaetfl/Parfiaiaontofi^i-    "  -■■■ 

BritiA  hm^ing  paittea  I 


!1  wonld  warrant  the 


and  carry  him  for  his  trial  to  the  aeatof  jnstioo 
in  Upper  Canada.  This  act  of  18S1,  while  It 
esoepts  Amertoana  from  tbe  operation  of  tbe 
monopoly  of  tbe  trade  sranted  to  British  enb- 
jeota,  does  not  except  them  from  the  oivil  and 
criminal  Jnrisdictioa  conferred  by  that  act  on 
the  Britian  oonrta. 

Will,  then,  those  courts  jiroteot  oar  citiienst 
Ooght  we  to  leaire  onr  dtuens  to  their  protec- 
tion t  Ought  wo  to  forbid  oat  citizens  from 
g)ing  into  the  territory!  Vj  And  this,  while 
ritish  Bubjeots  are  protected  in  a  free  range  % 
I  am,  ar,  for  allowing  onr  citizens  to  go,  and 
for  protecting  them  while  they  are  there :  and 
thongh  there  most  be  some  dlffioolties  and 
anomalies,  in  the  arrangementB  to  be  made,  in 
a  region  so  circomstantwd,  it  cannot  be  that  the 
oonvention  was  intended  to  debar  this  Qovem- 
ment  from  protecting  ite  citizena,  in  those  privi- 
l^es  stlpalated  by  it,  and  now  monopolized  bf 
the  hnntere  of  the  Hndson's  Bay  Company. 

Our  negotiator  etrennonsly  revised  to  agree 
to  any  exprees  stipnlation,  which  ahonld  pro- 
hibit ns  fl'om  taking  poeseseion  of  the  territoir, 
now  in  reaUty  possessed,  and  exclnnvely  poe- 
sessed.  by  a  powerfdl  chartered  British  company. 
Bat  if  it  should  appear,  that  the  other  party  to 
the  oonfention  denies  onr  right  to  do  what  it 
has  done,  and  is  doing  itsel:^  then  the  coarse  to 
he  pnnaed  is  open.  The  bill  names  no  time 
when  the  possession  shall  commence.  And  tbe 
convention  etipolates  for  a  nratnal  liberty  to 
either  party,  to  recede,  at  twelve  months'  no- 
tice. Hbonld  we  thas  recede,  we  shall  staad 
in  no  respect  worse,  and  in  some  respects  bet- 
ter, than  we  now  stand.  The  territory  is,  on 
the  theory  of  Great  Britain,  nnoccnpied,  and 
open  to  the  first  comer;  and  she  admits  onr 
i^htto  eetabUsh  any  settlement,  which  does 
not  interfere  with  any  settlement  of  hers. 

Sbonld  the  snggestaon  I  bad  the  honor  to 
make  in  tbe  oMnimttee,  some  days  ago,  be  ap- 
proved by  the  House,  and  the  northern  boon- 
dary  be  lomu^t  down  from  the  H"  ICf  of  north 
Utitade,  to  Oe  49°,  the  lull  wilL  in  fact,  be  a 
very  oonoiliatoiT  one.  Onr  nndoabted  ri^ht 
to  the  whole  territory,  fkom  42°  to  the  Bosaian 
boandary,  is  admitted  by  every  gentleman 
who  has  spoken  on  the  subject  If  we  fix  tbe 
boandary  at  49°,  we  in  fact  give  np  nearly  one- 
half  of  tiie  territory, 

Hy  opinion  is  clear,  that  something  derisive 
onght  to  be  done  by  the  way  of  vindicating  oar 
titie.  The  British  Government  disduins  the 
design  fd  colonizing  the  connbj,  but  it  is  iwtid- 
ly  settling  l^tb^linnten.  llie  Britiab  <ffidal 
statement,  annexed  to  the  protocol  kX  tlw  rizth 
oonferenee  with  Mr.  GaUatin,  aete  forth,  Oiat, 
"  in  the  interior  of  tbe  twritwr  in  onestion, 
the  snbjectB  of  Great  Brttdn  have  bad,  fbr 
many  years,  nwnerwtM  aettlsnwnlli  and  trading 
poste ;  several  of  these  posts  on  the  tributary 
streams  of  the  Oolumbia  itself;  e(»ne  to  th» 
northward,  and  others  to  the  southward  of  that 
river."  Into  this  territory,  in  &ot,  an  American 
dtiW  cannot  safely  enter.    This  we  know, 
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from  the  nature  of  things ;  from  the  historj  of 
the  contests  between  the  two  rival  companies 
in  Canada,  before  their  jonction ;  and  from 
poaitive  testimony.  With  sach  a  joint  oocn- 
panoj.  Great  Britain  may  well  be  satisSed ;  but 
it  is,  in  fact,  an  abandonment,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  of  the  whole  territory. 

I  am  clear,  then,  that  the  opinion  of  this  Con- 
gress  ought  to  be  heard.  As  yet  we  have  done 
nothing  bot  negotiate.  The  gentleman  irom 
Tennessee  says,  perhaps  a  negotiation  is  now  on 
foot.  It  is  possible ;  but  we  have  no  parijon- 
lar  reason  to  suppose  that  such  is  the  case.  And 
if  it  were,  what  will  it  avul  ua  ?  The  Executive 
alone  cannot  settle  this  question.  Foreign 
Governments  know  very  well  the  organization 
of  ours.  They  know  &at  the  Kieoative  has 
no  power,  unsupported  by  Congfress.  What 
con  we  gain  by  a  protracted  negotiation,  nnsnp- 
.  port«d  by  the  expressed  opinion  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  of  the  people  as  r^rosented  in  it  ? 
For  these  reasons  (said  Mr.  K)  we  ought  to 
take  the  matter  in  hand.  I  am  willing,  lor  the 
present,  to  confine  myself  to  those  acts  of  oo- 
cupaocy  in  which  the  British  Government  has 
preceded  us,  and  of  which,  of  course,  it  cannot 
complain.  If  itshonld(whiohl  willnotbelieTe) 
go  farther,  and  insist  on  tmniog  into  a  mo- 
nopoly by  right,  which  has  been  too  ]ong  a 
monopoly  in  fact,  I  should  then  feel  prepared  to 
renounce  the  convention,  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed by  its  stipulations,  and  take  proper 
measnres  tq  maintain  the  tiUe  of  the  nation, 
and  the  rights  of  our  citizens  in  Uie  territory. 

Tdebdat,  December  80. 

Oeeupatwn  qf  the  Oregon  £iver. 

The  Houso  went  into  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  and  took  up 
the  bill  to  authorize  the  occupation  of  the 
Oregon  Kiver. 

Mr.  HiTOBBLi,  of  Tennessee,  said,  it  conid 
not  be  pretended  by  any  advocate  of  this  bill, 
that  our  country  is  oopressed  by  an  excessive 
population,  too  dense  lor  the  extent  of  our  ter- 
rit^,  and  hence,  that  it  has  become  necessary 
to  give  an  outlet  to  those  restless  spirits,  who, 
as  appears,  are  willing  to  go  into  that  sterile, 
snowy,  and  mountainona  country,  fit  only  for 
the  abode  of  mounttun  goats,  and  wild  beasts 
the  most  ferocious — a  country  inhabited  by  the 
ifiost  degraded  of  hnman  beings;  roamed  over 
by  a  set  of  beings  who  live  by  accident  rather 
than  by  design,  and  who  are  constantly  en- 
gaged  in  combating  the  elements  and  the  wild 
beasts  of  the  forests,  their  common  enemy — a 
country  where  nothing  was  to  be  procured,  and 
where  uotbb^  awuted  the  infatuated  adven- 
turers who  visited  it,  but  wretchedneas  and 
ruin,  and  all  the  horrors  of  savage  life.  When 
(said  Mr.  M.).  we  contemplate  that  vast  extent 
of  fertile  territory  which  spreads  to  the  east 
and  south  of  the  Rocky  Monntuos,  adapted  to 
all  the  purposes  of  wrionlture,  and  inviting  to 
indostry  and  enterpt^  we  may  well  be  ]m  to 


wonder  what  can  induce  any  adventorer  to 
seek  the  inhospitable  re^ouB  of  Oregon,  onles^ 
indeed,  he  wisnes  to  be  a  savage ;  to  cnt  loose 
those  silken  cords,  and  rend  asunder  all  IhoM 
golden  links  which  bind  man  to  the  ei^ojineiit 
of  civilized  society,  and  to  take  reinge  among 
the  refnse  and  outoasts  of  Asia,  Africa,  Eorope, 
and  America ;  to  forsake  the  haonta  of  civilized 
men,  and  find  his  pleasure  in  the  pnrsnit  of  the 
elk  and  the  bear.  We  are  told  that,  in  Uut 
country,  there  is  a  body  of  adveDtarers,  a 
thousand  strong,  who  have  come  from  th«  or- 
ganized Government  of  England,  and  whose 
object,  donblless,  is  much  more  to  rid  them- 
selves of  what  they  considered  the  burthen  of 
the  yoke  of  civilization,  than  to  retp  any  fancied 
benefitawhichthey  derived  from  the  vagitnt  lib ' 
they  lead  in  tiiat  sterile  and  desolate  ngiuL 
At  what  period  do  gentlemen  suppose  that  tbe 
population  of  tbia  happy  repobUo  will  hare 
filled  up  the  extent  of  fair  and  fertile  terril'ii; 
which  spreads  within  our  present  boundaneat 
At  what  distant  day  will  the  pursuits  of  agmil- 
ture,  and  all  the  train  of  tne  mechanic  ufx, 
have  fully  taken  possession  of  tliis  inunense  re- 
gion! Sir,  that  period  is  so. distant  that  no 
Kntleman  of  the  most  prolific  mind  can  ever 
)k  forward  to  it ,  Not  even- within  the  rewh 
of  fancy  itself  can  the  advocates  of  this  bill 
point  ont  the  time  when  the  Oregon  teiritor; 
will  require  to  be  organized  as  a  receptsde  of 
an  ovei^owing  multitude,  whichfindaiteelf  too 
closely  pent  within  the  limits  of  the  preMct, 
States  and  territories  of  our  happy  Uiuod. 

Bnt  it  has  been  said,  by  some  gentlemen, 
that  we  ought  to  take  possession  of  this  terri- 
tory, because,  if  we  do  not,  some  other  power 
certainly  will.  Well,  sir,  and  suppose  they 
shonld,  what  shall  we  lose  t  What  disadvsiita^ 
shall  we  suffer?  It  is  a  territory  which ¥« 
ought  never  to  inhabit,  and  which  I  hope  ws 
never  shall  inhabit  Why  I  In  the  first  plHc, 
beoanae  it  is  situated  at  snoh  an  immeasurable 
distance — hundreds,  yea  thousands  of  miles  trtm 
our  seat  of  Government ;  insomuch  that  there 
never  can,  or  will  be,  any  intervening  link) 
sufficient  to  nnite  it  with  the  residae  of  oar 
country.  It  is  utterly  impoasible  to  ooncnie, 
if  we  ever  do  plant  a  colony  there,  that  it  will 
ever  form  a  part  and  parcel  of  this  GovernmenL 
I  do  not  wish  to  characterize  the  project  with 
harshness,  nor  do  I  intend  any  personal  disre- 
spect to  its  fiienda,  when  I  am  constrMned  to 
declare  that,  to  me,  it  appears  a  wild  and 
visionary  project.  It  is  a  country  that  we  can 
never  have  any  thing  more  than  a  parental  care 
over  and  one  which  will  return  us  no  benefits 
at  all  oonunensurate  with  the  expense  and  sacri- 
fices indispensable  to  our  settling  and  holding 
it.  Grant  that  it  should  be  possessed  by  some 
other  power  what  harm  can  result  to  ost 
What  valuable  interest  have  we  there,  which 
requires  our  taking  possession  of  it?  As  to 
hunting,  that  our  citizens  can  and  do  engage  in 
at  present ;  and  as  to  the  immense  quantities  of 
oil  and  for  that  have  been  talked  o^  and  the 
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nodoD,  atill  more  ridicnlona,  of  its  giving  tie  a 
ccHomerdd  outlet  to  the  AMatio  coast,  it  has 
but  liUle  veight  in  raj  mind.  From  hence  to 
the  Or^n  Biver  is  a  distance  of  five  thousand 
mUes,  It  ia  a  conntrj  from  which  we  shall 
neier  export  any  thing  of  valne,  or  import  to 
uj  eonsiderable  smomiU  "We  may,  indeed, 
bring  looie  Koall  amount  of  goods  into  the  nar' 
IDW  ud  miserable  Blidp  of  territory  which  in- 
ttrreoei  between  the  moantains  and  the  sea: 
but  it  is  a  trade  which  can  never  be  dissemiiiat^d 
ID  Ita  benefit)  tbronKh  the  United  States.  The 
Tub  profits  of  which  we  have  been  told,  never 
■iH  be  realiied.  Bnt,  if  thej  could,  will  they 
b«  e^  in  amonnt  to  the  vast  ezpenditnre  in- 

rible  from  setting  np  and  maintaining  a 
f  insnch  a  oonntiy  and  at  snoh  a  distanced 
in  upoiditarB,  not  of  money  merely,  bat  of 
bmoaa  life;  of  the  Urea  of  oar  enterprising 
dliteiu,  whom  we  ought  not  to  gratify  in  the 
mid  iinbition  of  soaking  an  early  grave, 

I  iKTei  ddobted  tbe  validity  of  onr  title  to  that 
lefritory.  It  ia  foimded  on  the  provifflons  of 
our  treatiM  with  Spain  and  Rnaaia,  and 
■traigthened  by  the  fact  of  the  priority  of  onr 
daooTeries.  Our  claim  ia,  in  my  judgment, 
perfectly  incontrovertible,  from  latitade  42  to 
49,  md  con^der  it  as  good  even  to  the  latitade 
dU'  40'  north,  altLoagh,  with  rmpect  to  this 
httfr  put  of  the  coast,  I  do  not  view  onr  title 
B  qoitt  go  clear.  Bat  is  there  any  necessity 
fw  wa  occupying  all  the  territory  we  olaim  7 
If  Ihit  were  necessary,  why  did  not  the  old 
thirlMa  States  send  oor  troops  to  take  poases- 
iiniortbe  valley  of  tbe  Misaisaippi }  For  that, 
too,  be  it  remembered,'  was  ohumed,  and  par- 
tUUy  occnpied,  by  a  foreign  power.  Bat  mey 
U  DO  nich  uiing.  They  believed  their  title 
nagood  and  snfficient,  and  they  did  not  con- 
■der  it  uectsaary  to  strengthen  it  hy  actual 
pweadoD.  And  I  ask  yon,  sir,  what  power  is 
Ibire  trhich  is  now  attempting  to  hold  the 
owatry  U  tbe  month  of  the  Oofnmbia  ?  Not 
Grett  Britun :  for  she  formally  surrendered  to 
raibe  only  poet  we  claimed  to  posaeas  in  that 
(oootrr.  Nor  does  she  hold  possesuon  of  it 
»piiM  onr  efforts ;  for  there  have  no  persons 
nma  tram  the  United  States  to  occupy  it.  The 
^intith  occnpy  it  in  no  other  way  than  the 
^M&s  do^  and  the  French,  and  tbe  Eolland- 
n,  ud  all  other  people,  who  are  there,  leading 
iNuung  and  nnsettled  life  withoot  any  fixed 
uUtUioa.  It  ia  true,  that,  at  the  soggeation 
of  Ctpt  IfcKenrie,  a  viuonary.  Great  Brit^ 
^  codfor  certain  rights  npon  the  Northwest 
vHsdwn  Company ;  bnt  eue  claims  no  right 
^  powedon  as  ag^ist  ns,  and,  by  the  treaty 
(f]8l8,  die  stipulates  that  the  country  shall  be 
^  Vfm  to  both  parties.  Oor  claims  can  be 
nCj  nhstantiated,  and  let  them  be  settled  by 
"ueatrie  negotiation.  This  is  far  better  than 
to  utcmpt  to  maintain  them  by  planting  a  col- 
Mj  in  that  inhospitable  region.  Sach  a  colony. 
Hce  planted,  most  be  protected.  If  yon  hold 
W  to  your  citizens  inducementa  to  leave  their 
banei,  ia  the  boeom  of  civilired  so<aety,  by 


making  to  them  donations  of  land  in  a  ^staut 

'on,  yoa  areboond  when  they  accept  yonr 

:,  to  protect  them  in  tbeir  new  possessions. 

and  this  protection  must  be  eafficient  to  gnara 

them  againat  the  attacks,  not  only  of  all  foreign 

Sowers,  bat  of  a  body  of  more  than  two  hun- 
red  thoosand  Indiuie,  who  are  wandering  in 
the  region  beyond  the  Council  Blnfia.  It  baa, 
indeed,  been  said  that  these  are  nothing  but  un- 
armed savages,  naked,  imbecile,  and  worthy  of 
no  oonfdderation.  Bnt,  air,  so  it  was  thought 
hy  those  who  attempted  the  conquest  of  South 
America.  They  too  were  anacqaainted  with 
the  use  of  fire  arms  and  ignorant  of  European 
toctioa.  Yet  th^  made  up  by  their  numbers  for 
the  want  of  arms,  and,  like  swarms  of  mosqni- 
toea,  though  uidividaally  feeble,  were  enebled, 
from  their  numbers,  to  harass  their  opponents; 
and  in  coming  down  in  endleas  multitudes  upon 
a  handful  of  men,  however  well  armed,  they  - 
sncceeded  in  utterly  exterminating  them.  A 
similar  fato  would  threaten  yonr  colony,  and 
before  yoa  could  render  them  any  efiectoal  aid, 
starvation  would  have  destroyed  what  the 
enemy  had  spared.  Besides,  Mr.  Chairman, 
look  for  a  moment  at  the  vast  expense  of  plant- 
ing, arming,  and  muntaining  a  colony,  at  ancb 
a  vaat  distance  from  the  rest  of  the  republic 
Who  has  forgotten,  or  can  forget,  the  expedi- 
tion OQce  projected  to  the  Tellow  Stone  Biver  t 
The  resolt  (^  that  project  stands  as  a  beacon 
before  onr  eyes.  Bnt  three  boats  aacendM  the 
Hiaaonri ;  they  travelled  a  distance  of  six  hon- 
dred  and  fifty  miles,  carried  three  hundred  men, 
and  in  all  but  two  hundred  and  twenty  tons 
burthen,  and  this  coat  the  United  States  two 
hundred  and  fifty-five  thousand  dollars ;  that  is, 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  a  head.  No  one 
who  would  not  be  desirons  of  preparing  a  pre- 
matore  grave  for  their  followers,  would  think 
of  taking  less  than  foor  hundred  men  a  distance 
of  between  three  and  four  thousand  miles  &om 
the  mouth  of  the  Miasoori,  to  take  and  hold 
poaseaaion  of  the  oountry.  To  send  less  than 
that  nnmber  would  be  totally  useless :  for  we 
have  heard  it  stated  that  the  British  have  in  that 
country  a  body  of  men  more  than  a  tbonsand 
atrong,  besides  all  the  Indian  forces  over  whom 
they  exert  an  inflnenoe.  Send  the  lightest 
pieces  of  artillery  that  yon  oan  procure,  and 
send  with  them  provisions  to  aapport  the  garri- 
son for  twelve  months,  and  the  expense  will  not 
amonnt  to  less  than  one  million  two  hnndred 
thousand  dollars — an  expense  which  never  will 
be  repud  by  those  irnaginary  benefits  with 
which  gentlemen  bad  amused  themselves  and 
the  Bouse.  Believing  this,  I  am  utterly  op- 
posed to  tbe  whole  project. 

Ifr.  QoBHAM,  of  Maasaohnsetts,  s^,  the  sub- 
stantial qnestion  for  the  committee  to  determine, 
he  took  to  be  this :  Whether  any  such  change 
has  occnrred  in  the  relations  of  this  country  to 
England,  or  to  any  other  portion  of  tbe  world, 
as  required  us  to  assume  a  new  attitude,  and  to 

Sirsue  a  different  policy  from  what  we  had 
therto  done^  in  relation  to  the  coontry  on  the 
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northwest  coast  of  this  ramtjneiitt  It  seemed 
to  him  extraordinuy,  after  the  recent  confir- 
mation of  the  oonTention  of  181 S,  and  while  no 
complainta  are  made  of  anj  infraction  of  Qm 
termB  of  that  coDTentJon  bj  Eogland,  that 
gentlemen  shonld  urge  this  GoTenunent,  with 
BO  little  notice,  to  take  a  new  stand  in  relation 
to  the  Or^on  Biver.  Gentlemen  who  called 
on  OongresB  to  take  such  a  step,  were  anrelf 
bomid  to  bring  forward  aome  good  reascn  in 
support  of  it  In  his  jndgment,  it  waa  reason 
eooogh  for  voting  against  sooh  a  bill  aa  this, 
that  all  things  respecting  the  territorr  In  ques- 
tion are  now  preoieelj  in  the  same  situation 
as  they  have  neen  for  twelve  years  past.  If 
gentlemen  hare  any  new  information  on  the 
snt^ect,  if  they  can  lay  new  and  important  faots 
before  this  conunittee,  Hr,  Q.  said  he  wsa  pre- 
pared to  give  them  all  the  attention  thay  de- 
served. H  they  went  t«  show  that  our  trade 
in  those  seas  cijled  for  new  and  additional  pro- 
tection, he  shoold  be  willing  to  accord  it ;  bnt 


that,B< 


»  informed,  he  was  inclined  to  beliei 
J  far  as  the  mercantile  interest  in  New 
..  „  id  was  concerned,  the  people  were  per- 
fectly satisfied  with  the  existing  state  of  UungH. 
It  was  impossible  they  shonld  be  so  with  the 
project  contained  in  this  bilL 

As  to  the  Oolnmbia  Biver  itself  it  was  well 
known  to  be  a  stream  of  the  moat  difflcnlL 
hazardons,  and  impracticable  navigation ;  ana 
the  coasts  at  its  month  vss  a  re^on  of  storms 
and  tempesta — a  rocky,  iron-boond  coast — the 
dread  and  terror  of  the  mariner.  To  talk  of  a 
fort  in  soch  a  region,  for  the  protection  of  onr 
oommeroe,  was  idle.  If  any  fort  was  to  be 
erected  there,  instead  of  being  at  the  month  of 
the  Oolnmbia  Elver,  its  true  position  waatn 
43°  or  49°  north,  in  what  was  called  the  Sonnd 
or  StrMta  of  St.  John  de  Fnca.  Th«ra  tiere 
was,  indeed,  a  good  harbor ;  bnt  as  to  Oolnmbia 
Biver,  he  was  told  by  one  of  the  most  intelligent 
navigators  he  had  ever  known,  and  who  was 
experimentally  acquainted  with  the  navigation 
of  that  entire  region,  that  tliere  was  no  harbor 
of  more  dangerons  entrance.  Great  difilcnlty 
was  almost  always  experienced,  either  in  «nter- 
Ing  or  in  leaving  it ;  and  veaeela  had  been  lost 
in  the  attempt.  So  fkr,  therefore,  as  this  fort 
was  intended  for  the  protection  of  onr  trade  by 
sea,  the  project  most  oil  entirely.  For  tiie  m 
trade,  no  anch  fort  was  needed.  The  oonunittae 
had  witnessed  a  decided  opporilion  in  the  rep- 
resentative of  that  interest,  (Ur.  Bitbb,  of  Hia- 
sonri,)  to  the  whole  plan.  This  waa  enough 
fbr  him.  U  the  very  people  who  are  engaged 
in  this  porsnit,  and  who  onght  to  be  the  best 
Judges  of  their  own  interests,  express  not  only 
indifference,  bnt  actual  oppoution  to  the  bill, 
there  can  surely  be  no  need  that  the  nation 
shonld  take  a  new  attitude  with  forugn  powers 
to  protect  them.  If  the  object  is  to  give  a 
Government  sanction  to  the  fnr  trade  in  that 
region,  all  that  was  necessary  wonld  be  to  pass 
an  act  anthoriring  the  IGssonri  Oompany,  or 
the  honters  of  Uiolugan,  totradeoRtheOcunm- 


bia  Biver.  At  any  rate,  it  will  be  easy  to  give 
to  some  Air  company  the  privilege  of  the  tnde; 
and,  in  ao  doing,  yon  wUl  go  as  fsr,  and  not 
fiuiher,  than  Great  Britain  has  done.  This 
wonld  meet  the  case  whioh  Us  honorable  ixA- 
leagn^  (Mr.EvKBRT,)wifliwhomherelnctsat- 
ly  differed  in  c^nitm,  anmoaed  to  exist,  vii: 
mat  the  British  Rir  tradere  ao  now  eidode  those 
of  the  United  Statea,  and  exerdse  an  eiclnavs 
Jurisdiction  over  the  oomtiT. 

Ur.  BioEusneoK  aaid,  It  was  always  witii  re- 
Inotanoe  that  he  ooonined  a  moment  of  the  time 
of  the  Hooae;  bnt  having  beeo  a  member  of 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill  under  coo- 
sideration,  be  deemed  it  his  datj  to  state  his 
reasons  for  assenting  to  it  To  settle,  in  my 
own  Judgmen^  the  qnestitm  of  ri^t  to  oocapy, 
as  proposed,  the  Oragon  Biver  and  territcny, 
I  examined  with  care  the  eorreepcmdenoe  be- 
tween the  Government  ot  the  United  Statsa  and 
that  of  Great  Britain,  relating  to  that  qaeatiiXL 
The  evidence  In  the  case  led  me  to  the  eonch- 
non,  that  the  right  of  the  United  States  to 


territory  by  navigators  and  travellers  of  tbe 
most  respectable  character,  I  conld  not  doabt 
the  expediency  of  the  proposed  occnpatioa. 
Bnt  the  deseriptionB  ^ven  yesterday,  by  gm- 
Uemen  on  the  opposite  ude,  of  the  Or^tm 
Biver  and  territory,  have  almoet  shaken  my 
confidence  in  the  correctness  of  the  indgneot  I 
had  fiirmed.  They  have  desoribed  the  teni. 
tory  as  a  region  of  deaoloticai,  the  river  mmavi- 
gable,  the  whole  claim  as  worae  than,  worihka, 
and,  as  it  wonld  aeem,  even  reproachfti]  to  its 
anther.  How  ore  these  oontradioUw?  state- 
ments to  be  aooonnted  fort  Thoea  who  havs 
navigated  the  river  and  traversed  the  rwima 
from  the  Bocky  Honntains  to  the  Pacific,  have 
represented  the  country  aa  laxnriaut  and  beaa- 
tiniL  Sir,  I  am  old  enough  to  remember  hav- 
ing read  the  speeches  in  Oongnn  on  the  ques- 
tion of  the  acquisition  of  Lonioann,  when  tliat 
question  was  pending.  The  moat  horrible 
pictures  irf  that  oonntry  were  drawn  in  Ooo.- 
gress,  andqireadbeft>retbeUDi«>,todetArthe 
GovemmwDt  from  the  aoquirition.  And,  nr,  I 
have  read  aoootmts  published  by  fbrein  trav- 
ellers, and  whieh  were  spread  throng  Sanpe, 
deseribing  tiie  whole  of  the  United  States  ai  a 
oonntry  fit  to  be  inhabited  by  none  tmt  wild 
beasts  and  aavages.  Of  snoh  aooounts  thus 
were  latent  oansee,  which  time  has  unfolded. 
Before  the  fhoe  of  the  world,  eventa  have  oon- 
tradioted  those  aooonnts.  Surely  the  statements 
of  gentiemen  on  all  sides,  of  what  they  have 
not  seen,  are  to  be  received  with  cantion. 

The  facts  and  argument  whioh  indnoe  me  to 
support  the  bill,  I  will  give  in  as  few  words  as 
practicable.  The  evidence  on  whioh  this  Gov- 
ernment rwte  it«  claims  to  the  Ore^n  River 
and  territory,  demands  the  first  attention.  The 
bill  TOoposee  to  occupy  a  territory  boouded  by 
the  United  States  in  an  extant  of  more  than 
twelve  dc^jtees  of  latitude,  and  spreading,  in  the 
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nnie  eiteot  wt^twud,  to  the  Padflo  Ooean, 

aatnang  about  rixteen  degrees  of  longjtade. 

TA«  oontigQity,  aitoation,  extent,  ud  reaooroes, 

of  th«t  territorr,  render  it  aeoeeuiHj  an  objeot 

1^  great  intermt  to  the  IToited  States.    The 

ng-lit  of  tha  United  States  to  the  Or^on  Hirer 

ud  territory  having  been  itreiiDOuslf  contro- 

T«rt«d  hy  the  British  QoTemmant,  and  they 

feing  now  In  theaotnaloocopationof  that  Qov- 

ermneat,    tho   mMnre  proposed  fay  this  bill 

taqnirea  aonnd  deHberation  and  a  patient  ezam- 

iasticHi  of  bets.     The  claim  set  up  bj  this  bill 

will  expose  tiila  Oovemment  to  a  oontrorersr 

Tith    no    other  than  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Fraoee,  Spain,  and  Bnada,  haTe,  hj  treatj,  ez- 

MMdly  rdinqniahed  their  oUms  in  fiiTor  ot  the 

Umted  States,  and  a  claim  the  Bpaniah  Gov 

Huneat  had  vesting  an  incontestable  right. 

Tliis  Goremmetit  la,  then,  required  to  establish 

Is  right  to  tliat  riTer  and  tenitorj  against  any 

dujma  set  np  hy  Great  Britain. 

After  eyamining  aQ  the  sonroes  of  evidence 

to  vhich  I  oonld  find  aooess,  [  am  eariafied  of 

tt«  right  of  this  Govermnent  to  the  extent  of 

toritorr  ol^med  bj  the  bill.    Admitting  the 

li^t  <a'  aoTereign^,  as  olaimed  by  the  bill,  to 

Ueetabliahed,  this  question  next  presses  npon 

lb  attention  of  the  committee  :    Is  it  expedient 

Km  to  pass  this  bill  ?    To  settle  this  qnestion, 

i  compsriBon  of  the  valne  of  the  possesdm 

eUmed,  irith  the  coat  of  the  enterprise,  ongjit 

to  be  made.     The  territory  of  Oregon  is  nearly 

tight  bnndred  miles  sqnare ;  or,  in  other  words. 

Us  area  oontaina  not  less  than  six  hnndred  and 

fortf  dtoDsaiid  square  mUee.    Oaptsjns  Lewis 

ud  CUrke  describe  the  branchM  of  the  Oregon 

as  pewring;  Uuoogh  extensive  basins  of  land,  re- 

•anbliog  the  table  lands  in  Sooth   America. 

"Bm  peat  baun  of  the  OregoD  proper  is  nearly 

mna  hondred  mUee  in  length,  and  four  himdred 

Boles  in  mean  breadth.    Is  that  conntiy,  as  has 

been  repeatedly  asserted  on  this  floor,  of  no 

nliNt    What  is  the  testimony  of  the  most  im- 

Mrtisl  witnesses,  who,  with  Ih^  own  eyes, 

UTS  seen  the  country,  and  in  cironmstances  by 

BO  mcwu  ftattering  t    The  different  navigators 

and  tnTellem,  of  highest  respectability,  who 

have  Tinted  the  northwest  coast,  concor  m  their 

dtaoiptioDs  of  the  climate,  soil,  and  prodno- 

tiona,  of  that  fine  oonntiy. 

The  forebodings  which  were  opposed  to  the 
acqiUHtion  of  Louisiana,  have  been,  as  I  con- 
«V&  happily  answered  by  experience.  Had 
not  unisiana  been  in  the  possession  of  the 
Cmtsd  States  there  Is  great  probability,  that, 
ere  tlus  time,  powerful  rival  States  would  bave 
carted  fiiere,  to  vex  thia  tlnion  with  the  vicis- 
■tode*  of  war  uid  revolution,  and  with  all  the 
^wibla  that  ambitioni  and  tnrbnlent  neighbors 
we  power  to  oanse.  A  glance  of  thonght  on 
wa  couH  of  events  cannot  bnt  awaken  feelings 
of  T«iuntioo  for  the  name  of  that  great  etates- 
!">■  to  whose  wisdom  this  Union  is  so  moch 
^oddM  for  resolta  so  h^tpy  as  have  been 
Ralittd,  in  onr  own  time,  from  the  aojaisition 
cf  thtt  ooimtiy.     Sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  a 


wise  system  of  Govuimiest— a  system  well 
balanced  and  a^nsted — loses  strength  by  being 
extended.  The  principles  of  self-government 
are  capable  of  nnlversslity.  They  are  in  con- 
oert  with  the  laws  of  the  moral  nniverse,  and 
are  applicable  to  commonitiee  on  the  broadest 
scale.  Tme,  indeed,  the  territory  proposed  to 
be  oocnpied  will  be  a  great  distance  from  the 
seat  of  the  General  Govermnent  Will  this  be 
a  disadvantage  f  Why  may  not  Uissoim  or 
Vtiae  derive  ae  mach  real  benefit  from  the  Gen- 
eral Oovemment  as  Maryland,  or  even  the  dis- 
triet  of  Oolnmbla  I  Do  they  not  aotoally  derive 
aa  nmoh  t  In  my  heart  I  believe  they  do.  Im- 
provements of  this  age  have  p«atly  Increased 
the  fiidlities  for  travelling  and  mterconrse.  By 
the  aid  ot  these,  the  traveller  goes  on  his  ws^, 
day  and  night,  at  the  rate  of  twelve  milss  an 
hcnir.  He  is  transpcvted  firom  clime  to  oUme 
as  Wma^cart 

lb.  Dai.TT0N  B^d  that,  althongh  he  con- 
onrred  with  the  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Hr. 
Flotd,)  In  the  gener^  principlea  of  the  bill 
which  he  had  reported,  he  differed  froat  him 
In  Bwne  of  its  det^ls.  The  bill  Hssamed  that 
the  territory  described  in  it,  within  43°  and 
H"  and  40'  of  north  latitude,  belonged  to  the 
United  States.      This  was  in  dispute.     Our 


the  i9&  pantUel  of  latitnde.  Their  offer  n  _ 
not  aoeepted ;  Great  Britain  denying  onr  right 
to  any  part  ctf  the  country  on  the  northwest  coast 
ot  America  westward  of  the  SUmy  Honntuns. 
I  preenme  (sud  Mr,  D.)  that  onr  Govemmeat 
oan  establish  Its  olwm  to  tM  whole  of  it ;  hot 
aa  the  qnestitm  has  not  been  dedded,  and  aa, 
in  the  third  article  of  onr  oonventlon  with 
Great  Britain,  of  20th  October,  1818,  it  is  stipu- 
lated that  the  whole  country  should  remain 
free  and  open  for  ten  years,  (which  term,  in 
1837,  was  extended  to  a  furtber  term  of  10 
yean,)  were  the  United  States  to  erect  it  into  a 
t«rritory,  to  be  regulated  by  their  laws,  they 
wonid,  manifestly  commit  a  breach  of  their 
treaty.  Oongress  has  no  authority  to  ascertain 
and  define  the  bonndaries  of  territory  in  dispnte 
between  the  United  States  and  a  foreign  king- 
dom ;  this  most  be  effected  by  diplomatic  ne^ 
tiation  and  by  treaty ;  until  then,  no  erclosive 
lefpslation  oan  be  exercised,  either  by  America 
or  by  Great  Britain.  Whilst  I  object  to  our 
oonverting  a  country  in  dispnte  into  one  of  onr 
territories,  I  do  not  agree  with  the  gentlemen 
from  Tennessee  and  from  MBssachusetts  (Messrs. 
Polk  and  Goekxm')  that  the  main  object  con- 
templated by  this  Dill  would  impugn  onr  con- 
vention with  Great  Britain,  That  convention 
leaves  the  contracttug  parties  in  the  sitoation 
in  which  they  were,  at  the  date  of  its  ratifica- 
tion; at  that  time,  a  common  and  nndivided 
poeseaaion  existed.  Both  nations  may  then 
retein  the  possession  which  they  had,  at  the 
date  of  the  convention ;  and  the  subjects  and 
citizens  of  both  may  oootinae  to  inhabit  it ;  the 
sole  restriction  nitder  the  oonventlon  bnng, 
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that  neither  the  United  States  nor  Great  BritAin 
shall  change  the  political  condition  of  the  terri- 
tory fh>tn  what  it  was  when  the  convention 
was  ratified.  'Tla  an  nnqneetionBble  principle 
of  the  laws  of  natnre  and  of  nations,  tnat  gov- 
emroenta  are  hound  to  prot«ct  their  citizens — 
'tifl  for  this  purpose  that  gOTemmenta  are 
formed.  All  that  I  propose  to  acoomplisb  by 
this  hill  ifl,  to  afford  the  proteoUon  of  the  Goy- 
emment  to  those  of  onr  dtizens  who  perma- 
nently or  temporarily  reside  in  the  territory 
referred  to.  The  protecticm  which  is  dne  to 
its  citizens  hy  the  Govemment,  Ib  not  impaired 
by  distance,  by  inhospitality  of  dimate,  or  ste- 
rility of  soil.  It  prevtuls  amidst  the  wilda  of 
the  forest,  and  the  fhizeu  shores  of  the  Pacific, 
as  powerfiilly  as  in  the  fertile  pl^ns  of  the 
West,  and  the  popolons  dties  of  the  North. 
The  United  Stales,  onder  its  influence,  have 
established  forts  and  garrisons  to  protect  the 
persons  and  property  of  onr  citizens  upon  the 
frontiers  ;■  and  uey  annnallj  despatch  squad' 
rons,  for  the  same  object,  to  the  Mediterranean, 
the  West  Indies,  and  the  coast  of  Brazil. 
Whether  an  American  citizen  be  traversing  the 
ocean,  or  driving  his  ploughshare  into  the 
ground  ~^  whether  he  be  in  porsait  of  gun 
abroad,  or  cultivating  his  farm  at  home,  he  is 
equally  entitled  to  the  protection  of  his  Govern- 
ment. The  British  settlers,  in  what  I  shall 
term  the  territoiy  of  Oregon,  ^for  the  want  of 
a  known  appellation  distinguishing  the  territory 
upon  the  northwest  coast  of  America  in  dispute 
between  Great  Britun  and  ourselves,)  are 
already  protected.  They  have  the  secnrity 
which  is  fumiahed-hy  soldiers  and  by  fortresses ; 
whether  these  fortresses  be  garrisoned  by  regu- 
lar British  troops,  or  by  the  armed  men  of 
chartered  oompaniea.  is  immaterial — both  are 
equally  the  soldiers  of  Great  Britain.  Protected 
by  them,  British  subjects  are  now,  not  only  en- 
gaged inthecommeroeof  our  country,  but  they 
almost  engross  it.  Should  similar  protection 
be  afforded  to  our  dtizens,  (which  our  Govern- 
ment has  the  same  right  to  grant  as  Great 
Britdn  has,)  there  can  be  no  doubt,  from  their 
hardihood  and  sagacity,  that  they  would  divide 
with  the  British  the  profits  of  a  lucrative  traffic. 
Without  protection,  our  citizens  must  relinquish 
their  pnrsuits,  in  a  barbarous  region,  wnere 
they  would  bcj^arded  as  formidable  competi- 
tors, and  consequently  be  exposed  to  all  the  in- 
juries which  they  wonld  be  subjected  to  from 
nnrestrained  cupidity  and  power.  We  have 
recently  beard  of  eight  Amencans  having  fallen 
victims  to  the  bloody  vengeance  of  rival  tra- 
ders. Such  examples  must  pat  a  stop  to  their 
progress. 

Before  the  late  war,  the  Americans  nearly 
monopolized  the  trade  of  the  territory  of  Ore- 
gon. Upon  the  bank  of  lie  river  was  a  settle- 
ment belonging  to  an  enlightened  and  enter- 
prising citizen  of  New  York,  which  was  sur- 
rounded by  fortifications,  and  defended  by 
armed  men  in  his  pay.  This  gentleman  carried 
on  an  eitenaive  commerce  with  the  natives, 
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nntQ  a  British  force  landed  and  expelled  hit 
men  from  their  posseasiona,  the  rita  of  whieh 
had  been  purchased  from  the  Indiani.  Wa 
agent,  nnfortnnatdy,  from  an  apprehension  of 
personal  danger,  or  from  some  other  niotivt^ 
sold  the  dte  to  a  British  subject ;  conseqceutlf, 
although,  under  the  treaty  of  peace,  all  tM 
counti7  which  had  been  conquered  by  eillier 
I»arty  was  mutually  restored,  yet  these  poM*- 
sions,  being  private  property,  were  retuMd 
by  the  British  pDrchaser.  Since  then,  «mi- 
parativeiy  few  of  our  dtizens  resort  to  the  Itf- 
ritory,  and  nearly  the  whole  of  its  proEtiUt 
trade  has  passed  into  the  hands  of  a  chariend 
British  company,  eiercitnng  there  the  sds 
militaiy  power,  and  an  nnlmuted  sway  OTer 
the  In£an  inhabitonla.  The  Indians,  instigUcd, 
as  has  been  atrongly  suspected,  by  the  arts  of 
this  company,  have  fr«qnentiy  murdered  onr 
defenoeless  traders.  Wore  onr  traders  nutaiced 
by  the  military  arm  of  the  Government,  th^ 
wonld  resume  their  former  avocations,  snd  if 
they  could  not  again  acquire  the  lar^  than 
of  uie  advantages  pecoliar  to  these  regions,  tlie; 
would  doabtless  possess  themselves  of  a  consid- 
erable' portion  of  them.  That  the  exports  ftom 
thence  are  of  great  value,  is  a  fact  not  coutro- 
verted.     This   has    been    very  eatisfid^Hil/ 

g roved  to  ne  by  the  statements  of  the  geEtlemiii 
om  Virginia,  (Mr,  Fwtd,)  and  hy  tte  repwti 
of  other  gentlemen  of  this  Eonse,  who  fistt 
formerly  been  members  of  the  oonmiitM 
of  which  he  is  chairman.  It  bebg  nsdt- 
niabla.  that  onr  dtizens,  whose  specnlttioii} 
lead  them  to  the  territory  of  Oregon,  ars  en- 
titled to  the  succor  of  their  Govermnent;  snJ 
it  being  equally  undeniable  that  the  int*rwt  tt 
be  protected  is  one  highly  important  to  individ- 
uala,  and  therefore  to  the  nation,  opinions  mnrt 
be  unanimous  that  the  protection  required 
sliould  be  granted.  By  granting  it  we  do  no 
more  than  the  British  have  done,  who  Mnnot 
complwn  of  onr  following  their  examine.  B 
does  not  soit  the  genios,  and  it  is  inooudslait 
with  the  spirit  (rf  onr  oonetitution,  to  crests 
chartered  companies,  with  civil  or  '"•1'''^ 
privileges.  We  ought  to  interpoaa  in  a  mo* 
which  wonld  be  legitimate,  which  wonM, » 
subject  to  no  cavils  or  eioeptions,  and  whii*, 
at  the  same  time,  would  accomplish  »M' " 
desired.  No  mode  appears  to  me  to  be  so  •P' 
propriate  aa  occupying  commanding  poafioM 
in  the  country,  fortifymg  them,  and  defenduig 
them  with  United  States  soldiera.  If  **  ^ 
solve  to  pve  aid  of  this  kind,  it  ought  to  w 
efficient.  An  inadequate  force  will  PJ?™" 
aggresdon,  and  diminish  instead  of  acdiog  » 
personal  secnrity.  I  allude  not  here  eicloaveiy 
to  the  violence  of  a  chartered  company,  i>al  w 
that  of  the  Indians.  Onr  citizens,  in  the  pn»»| 
cution  of  their  lawful  pnrsoits,  in  a  coudUT 
which  is  claimed  as  rightfiilly  belonging  tow" 
United  States,  should  be  equally  protected  wm 
the  tomahawk  of  the  savage  and  the  Mf"?; 
of  the  regular.  To  effect  this,  it  '^'ff']^ 
proper  not  to  concentrate  our  troops  ti  one  spwi 
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bat  to  place  them  io  two  or  three  eligible  posi- 
tiom.  With  our  imperfect  knoirtedge  of  the 
coonby,  before  these  militair  portions  can  be 
Jsdidoualy  selected^  farther  eiplorationa  might 
%  neoeasuy.  A  discreUon  shonld,  therefore, 
ie  vested  in  the  EiecntdTS,  to  designate  the 
pxts  for  the  troops,  and  the  fortreaaes  to  be 
nrrijoned  hj  them,  an«r  he  has  acqnired  better 
kcal  information,  throngh  the  meoua  of  re- 
oauKHSSKucea,  which  he  should  be  anthorized 
to  direct;  it  being  provided  that  the  nmnber 
of  wldiera  for  the  expedition  should  not  exceed 
a  ^Mcified  nnmber.  It  is  to  be  de«redj  that 
man  Ehoold  always  be  nnder  the  reetramt  of 
Uvs  and  dvil  n^ations,  yet  there  are  sitna- 
tioiu  in  which  this  desideratum  la  impractica- 
ble ;  this,  at  present,  is  the  case  in  the  territory 
of  Oregon.  It  might  be  said  that  the  laws  of 
Britam  prevail  there ;  bnt  they  can  only  be  co- 
exiensive  with  her  dominion ;  and  aa  we  do 
not  acknowledge  her  right  to  any  portion  of 
the  wontry,  her  laws  cannot  control  our  citi- 
*eD3.  However  it  may  be  deprecated,  it  is 
nctertheleas  certain,  that  the  only  protection 
'Vtich  can  be  yielded  is  tliat  which  is  derived 
from  physical  force.  lu  the  territory  of 
(Woo,  the  Indiana  most  be  awed,  and  the 
1»W  traders  of  a  chartered  companj  be 
%t  in  check  by  the  military,  which  ought, 
Uierefore,  to  be  sufficiently  nomeronB  for  these 
porposeft.  Until  then,  oar  citizens  must  either 
retire  from  the  conntry,  or  be  exposed  to  every 
ccmmercial  disadvantage,  and  to  personal  dan- 
fs  in  their  intercourse  with  the  Indians.  Hav- 
tDg  granted  this  protoction,  we  should  not  now 
pniM«d  any  &rther.  When  the  question  of 
title  diall  be  decided,  we  may  then  determine 
vliat  other  legislative  measores  may  be  ex- 
fcdioit,  in  order  to  give  to  this  territory  a  gov- 
atuneat  better  ad^ted  to  the  condition  of  civ- 
ilized mui. 

Mr.  Pot.E  moved  to  dischane  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union  from 
t^  Oregon  bill,  and  to  commit  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Territories^  with  instmctions  to 
report  an  amendment  having  for  ita  object,  1st. 
The  extennon  of  the  civil  or  criminal  jnrisdity 
tiim  of  the  conrta  of  the  territory  of  Michigan 
orer  all  citizens  of  the  United  Btates  who  are 
or  may  hereafter  be  in  the  oonntry  west  of  the 
Bock;  Monnt^ns,  and  between  the  latitudes  of 
ti  d^  and  44  deg.  40  min.  north  and  west  to 
8ie  Pacific  Ocean;  and,  Sd.  An  exploration 
ted  nurey  of  the  tforthweet  Coast  of  Ameri- 
ca, betireen  those  latitndes,  its  bays,  inlets,  and 
Wton,  and  of  the  Oolnmhia  Kver  and  its 
biimtiriM. 

WxDxsBDAT,  December  81 

Bttrenehment, 

On  motion  of  Ifr.  Huoltok,  it  waa 

SadiKd,  That  the  report  of  the  Select  Committee, 

otitlnl  "A  report  on  BetreocbtncDt."  made  at  the 

lut  BMBOD,  be  committed  to  a  Select  Committee, 

■itb  inMractionB  to  report,  by  bill  or  otherwiss. 


tooohing  the  several  aubjects  submitted  by  that 
committee  to  the  Honse. 

In  offering  this  resolve,  Ur.  H.  sdd  that  he 
felt  it  his  dnty  to  remind  the  Honae  that  a  re- 
port had  been  made  at  the  last  session  of  Con- 
?'esa,  by  the  Committee  on  Betrenchment. 
hat  report  had  been  presented  at  a  very  late 
period,  beoaose  the  committee  had  had  snch  a 
mass  of  investigation  before  it,  as  to  be  perfect- 
ly overwhelmed  by  its  labors.  In  presenting 
that  report,  he  had  atated  to  the  House  that  the 
committee  had  not  sufficient  time  left  to  pre- 
pare the  variona  billa  which  would  be  the  legit- 
miate  oonseqaence  of  the  investigation  they 
had  made ;  bat  he  had  farther  stated,  that  a 
motion  would  be  made,  early  in  the  present 
sesaion,  to  recommit  the  report,  with  a  view 
that  the  necessary  bills  mi(^t  be  prepared  in 
oonformity  to  it.  He  was  now  aware  of  the 
shortness  of  the  present  session,  bnt  would  as- 
snre  the  House  that  the  requisite  bills  should 
be  prepared  with  all  poasiiJle  expedition.  It 
was  not,  however,  tiie  mteution  of  the  commit- 
tee to  press  these  hiUa  with  any  improper  im- 
portumty.  The  House  ooold  take  up  snch  of 
them  aa  it  might  deem  valuable,  and  would,  in 
this  reepect,  act  its  pleasure.  The  committee 
had  conceived  it  proper  that  the  acconnta  of 
the  printers  to  this  Uoase,  for  eight  years  past. 
ahoold  be  investigated,  aa  it  had  been  anpposed 
by  some  that  the  terms  of  the  contract  under 
which  the  printing  was  performed  had  not  been 
strictly  complied  with,  inasmuch  as  the  size  of 
the  page  had  l>een  somewhat  curt^ed.  It  was, 
however,  due  to  the  printers  to  state,  that  they 
contended  that  this  alteration  in  the  dimensions 
of  the  page  had  been  made  as  much  from  re- 
gard to  the  convenience  and  advantage  of  the 
House,  as  to  their  own,  and  that  the  dight  dif- 
ference  which  it  occasioned  had  been  abna- 
dantiy  made  up  to  the  public  by  the  manner  in 
which  other  parts  of  the  contract  had  been  per- 
formed. Under  these  circnmstances,  he  had,  at 
the  laat  session,  offered  a  resolution  that  this 
account  should  be  fully  investigated ;  and  he 
believed  that  it  was  the  understanding,  botii  of 
the  House  and  oommittee,  that  a  thorough  ex- 
amination of  it  should  be  had  during  the  pres- 
ent session,  when  time  and  opportunity  would 
he  afforded  for  taking  the  depositions  of  the 
witnesses,  under  the  solemnity  of  an  oath. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

OecupatioT^  iff  th6  Oregon  Jimr. 
The  Oregon  bill,  together  with  the  motion  td 
Mr.  Folk,  of  Tenneasee,  to  commit  the  same  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Territories,  with  instruc- 
tions, coming  np, 

Mr.  Stbono,  of  Now  York,  sud  he  was  sor- 
ry to  be  obliged  to  differ  in  opinion  from  the 
veiT  respectable  gentleman  (Mr.  Flotd)  who 
had  broi^ht  the  biU  into  the  House,  as  well  as 
from  any  other  gentlemen  who  were  ita  friends, 
and  for  whose  Judgment  he  felt  great  defer- 
ence. And  ieet  it  might  be  supposed  by  anv  that 
his  difficulties  arose  from  any  secret  donot  he 
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lentertuned  u  to  the  validity  and  jnstioe  i}t  the 
American  title  to  the  tenitoiy,  he  ironld  take 
this  opportimitjr  to  say,  that,  so  far  aa  he  had 
been  able  to  Bxamloe  the  mttJect,  and  was  ca- 
pable of  jnd^ng,  hia  dedded  opinion  was,  that 
the  title  IB  in  VG :  for,  brieflT-,  it  seemed  to  be 
admitted,  generalij,  that  the  elder  and  better 
title  to  the  territory  was  is  Bpain  and  Boa^ 
The  convention,  in  17S0,  between  Eng^d  and 
Bpiun,  in  relation  to  Kootka  Bound,  contain*  no 
cesrios  of  sovereign^  ctf  moh  &  kind  aa  to 
draw  after  it  the  use  and  ownenhip  of  the 
00Qnti7.  As  we,  therefore,  have  the  title  of 
Sp^n  and  Rnssia,  the  better  title  miut  be  in 
US.  Bnt  tbis  is  not  now  the  question  before 
ns.  That  is  a  part  of  the  general  qaestdon, 
which  this  committM  cannot  touch.  In  1S18, 
the  United  Btatea  and  Great  Britidn  entered 
Into  a  convention,  the  substantive  tenna  of 
which  are,  tiiat  the  oonntrf  eroond  the  Or^on 
Biver,  with  all  its  ports,  harbors,  bays,  creeks, 
and  inlets,  is,  and  snail  be,  secured  to  the  ves- 
sels, citizens,  and  enbjecU,  of  both  powers. 
The  convention  says,  in  terms,  that  Uie  oonntrj 
shall  be  "free  and  open"  to  the  vessels  and 
dtizeuB  of  botli  powers. 
Bnt  it  is  sidd  diat  this  atipolation  did  not 

Jirevent  England  from  eztenduig,  in  1821,  the 
nrisdictioD  of  her  laws,  so  &r  as  respects  re- 
covery of  debts,  and  tlie  punishment  of  crimes, 
over  the  whole  of  this  territory,  and  that  this 
is  virtually  on  act  of  sovereignty,  and  amoonts, 
in  fact,  to  a  taking  possesrion  of  it,  and  appro- 
priating the  oonntfy  as  her  own.  It  does  not 
so  strike  me.  Bnt,  at  all  events,  the  conven- 
tion was  renewed  robseqaently  to  that  act,  and 
aa  renewed,  it  expressly  sayi  that  the  country 
shall  be  free  and  open  to  the  vessels,  snbjects, 
and  citizens,  of  both  powers,  and,  thereby, 
Great  Britain  solemnly  renonncea  any  intention 
to  have  taken  exclusive  possession  of  tiie  terri- 
tory. These  terms  of  the  convention  are  to 
remain  binding  for  an  Ludefinite  time,  nnless 
twelve  months'  previoas  notice  shsll  be  given 
by  one  or  the  otner  of  the  contracting  parties. 
This  is  snbseqoent  to  all  the  other  acts  of  £ng> 
land,  and,  therefore,  none  of  those  acts  can  be 

E leaded  as  annullii^  the  convention,  as  made 
1 181S.  It  is  not  my  wisk  said  Ur.  S.,  that 
we  ahonld  even  appear  to  violate  the  mtb  of 
the  nation.  Now,  what  does  this  bill  propose  f 
To  pnt  np  a  military  nower  in  the  temtory, 
under  the  sanction  of  this  OovemmenL  Pos- 
sibly, nnder  some  restrictions,  this  mi^t  be 
done  without  oontraveninD  the  terms  of  the 
convention ;  bnt  this  bill  lays  no  such  rwitric- 
tions.  It  defines  the  bounduios  of  the  t«rrito- 
ry  as  covering  the  whole  eitent  in  dispote,  and 
going  from  42"  to  64°  north.  It  then  goes  on 
to  appoint  a  regular  Government,  with  Judges, 
sheriffs,  and  all  other  officers,  inclnding  cnstom- 
house  officers,  and  proceeds  to  moke  donations 
of  the  soil  to  American  citizens, 

Bnt  the  convention  says  the  eonntry  shall  be 
free  and  open  alike  to  the  citizens  of  both 
countries.    It  does  not  say  it  shall  be  open  to 
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Qie  acUon  of  both  Governments — bnt  open  to 
the  citizens  and  suhjeots  of  both,  Now,  if  tht 
Unit«d  States  shsll  interpose  its  power,  ind 
give  away  parts  of  the  oonntry  to  American 
citizens,  does  it  not  thereby  exclnde  all  othcnl 
But  the  hill  goes  beyond  that ;  it  erects  a  ciril 
territorial  Government,  extending  its  anthori^ 
over  the  entire  extent  of  the  territory,  evea  to 
54°  north.  There  is  this  marked  difference  1»- 
tween  the  erection  of  a  local  military  ei 
ment  and  the  erection  of  a  dvil  C 


at  pleas'      .  .  ,  . 

called,  witiiont  affecting.  In  any  degree,  tlia 
sovereignty  «t  the  oonntry;  hot  when  tlie 
United  States  sets  np  an  established  dril  Got- 
enunent  over  that  territory  and  yonr  dtiiaii 
go  and  settle  and  form  establishments  under  ita 
prot«oti<ni,  eon  yon,  in  good  faith  to  Ihem, 

g again  withdraw  and  annnl  it  t  Yon  hira 
lodged  the  national  futh,  induced  them  to 
irm  their  settiemmts  there,  and  thereby  jm 
have  bound  yourself  to  protect  them.  Viy 
you  at  pleasure  take  away  their  Qovemmeiitl 
May  you  leave  them  nngovemed  and  napro- 


t«ot«df 
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I  think  not  li  you  shsll  go  o 
put  np  in  Or^fon  a  military  power  in  labordi- 
nalion  to  a  regular  organiced  dvil  Ooverrmiuit, 
what  will  Great  Britun  say  \  Can  we  prtt«Dd 
that  this  is  not  assuming  the  sovereign^  of 
that  country ;  that  it  is  not  sssmnlng  it  to  ow 
own  exclusive  oset  Oertaluly  we  cuDot 
And  suppose  Great  Brit^  should  answer  na  in 
the  same  way.  Suppose  the  British  Pa^ 
ment  shall  set  np  their  territorial  GovemmeDlj 
that  she  ehonld  appoint  her  Governor  and  ill 
her  tr^n  of  officers,  and  should  fls  her  cstsV 
lishments  at  some  other  point  near  the  eosst, 
soy  at  the  Straits  of  San  Juan  T  Oan  gentle- 
men persuade  themselves  that  these  two  Gor- 
enunents  can  go  on  peaceably  tide  by  »A»\ 
that  one  of  them  wilt  not  soon  exclade  the 
other;  and  tikus  brin^  the  two  nations  into 
direct  and  open  collision  t  Bir,  I  said  thtt  I 
would  not  enter  upon  the  merits  of  the  bill, 
nor  attempt  to  discuss  the  policy  or  expediency 
of  practically  ossoming  the  excluMve  right  of 
occupancy  in  the  Oregon  territory.  I  sh*lt 
keep  my  promise.  If  the  honorable  gentlemsa 
can  so  modify  this  bill,  that  it  shall  not  conflict 
with  the  terms  of  our  convention,  nor  thereby 
oompromit  the  futh  and  honor  of  the  nstiim,  1 
do  not  know  that  I  shall  oppose  it ;  but  ercn 
admitting  that  the  time  haa  arrived  when  it  \i 
our  duty  to  take  poseeaaion  of  this  eonntry,  I 
woold  Etill  forbear  to  act  in  the  matter,  until 
the  stipulated  twelve  months'  notice  shall  bave 
Iwen  given  to  the  British  Government  Then, 
when  they  are  furly  warned,  I  would  go  o)  ' 
legislate.  If  thn  bill  shsU  receive  any  mo< 
cation  which  shall  leave  the  sul^ect  for  the 
present  as  it  now  stands,  I  do  not  know  that  I 
shall  oppose  it.  One  thing  I  am  decidedly  in 
fevor  of.  That  is,  to  explore  tha  country  thoi^ 
onghly.  At  present  we  know  less  about  this 
count^  than  we  do  respecting  any  other  part 
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U  the  territorj  eUmed  br  Utia  Qovenunent. 
If  tba  oonotrr  ia  tnit  half  as  important  aa  it 
Lu  b«eii  lud  to  be,  this  is  obvioiuly  Ox«  flret 
Hef  we  on^t  to  tak«.  Let  qb  know  the  truth 
aTtbematterbefare'we  commit  ODnelves.  Be- 
Ion  we  more,  let  as  know  vhere  we  are  goina. 
If  ve  want  to  build  t,  fort,  let  u«  know  wiUi 
oartaio^  where  ia  the  beet  plaoe  to  biuld  it,  and 
kc  u  not  allure  our  citiiena  to  leave  the  oom- 
fiitg  ud  blemnga  of  an  improved  conntrj,  and 
HiMHinge  them  to  undergo  the  privations  and 
■aSeringe  inseparable  from  the  condition  of 
etrij  iettlanent  in  a  new  and  distant  ooontry, 
till  we  know  what  tbey  Are  to  meet,  what  wUl 
be  thdr  prospect  of  support,  and  what  the 
ptobabilitj  of  iilt!mat«  remnneralion.  As  the 
Hi  now  stands,  I  cannot  support  it,  beeauae,  in 
mj  tpprehenson,  it  proposes  a  violation  of  the 
national  fa>tTi, 

Hr.  QiTSLXT  Hud,  the  principal  objeotiona 
nrgtd  igiinst  it  were,  dtat  it  was  grantinK  to 
tbow  eoapaniei  a  monopoly ;  that  it  author- 
iad  tbera  to  eztdngnish  the  Indian  tide  to  the 
]saA ;  and  that  it  approved  and  ratified  their 
vticleB  t>{  compact  and  union.    These  were  the 
^bjectiocis  of  ue  member  fWim  Mlasonri,  (Hr. 
Batib  ;)  but,  if  that  gentleman  bad  examined 
ibe  smendmfmt,  as  modified,  he  would  have 
faaad  DO  plaoe  for  his  aipiment.    It  so  hap- 
pened that  no  saoh  power  was  proposed  to  be 
fTSDted.   They  had  no  right,  nnaer  the  amend- 
ment, to  extinguish  the  Indian  title.     There 
"It  no  monopolT-  granted :  for  ther  were  to 
nc^re  lands,  aa  other  emigrants,  under  the  8d 
Kctitn  <rf  th«  original  bill;  and  that  part  of 
ihe  origiiM]  anteimineDt  which  approved  and 
ruified  the  compact  of  nnion  submitted,  bj 
BradftHd  and  his  anociatee,  had  been  strioken 
nut.      The   onlj  plausible  objection   he   had 
lieard,  waa  &om  an  honorable  member  from 
Sew  York,  (Mr.  Tatloe,)  that  it  literallj;  con- 
ferred   nothing.      He  preferred    the    original 
WDcndmeot,  bnt  oonsented  to  modify  it   to 
aake  it  acceptable  to  bis  frienda.    He  admitted 
that,  in  ita  present  form,  it  took  nothing  from 
ti>e    Government,    bnt    conferred    something, 
(;hoo^  not  aa  much  as  be  wished  it  did.)    It 
K.  least  gave  them  our  consent  to  so,  and  oor 
{tcMd  widM*  to  accomponj  them.    The  United 
^tale•  are  to  supidf  their  fort  with  artillerj 
toil  mnoitioiu  m  war ;  bnt  was  this,  trifling 
w  it  iM,  without  a  fomw/    Do  they  not  agree, 
m  tlk^r  MTt,  to  exi^cwe  the  oonntr;,  and  re- 
pvt  to  toe  Government ;  to  carrj'  seeds  and 
'i!w  impleoients  of  husbandrj-,  into  that  savage 
v>d    7«t   nneiplored   territorv ;    to  cultivate 
(>esce  with  the  natives ;    to  keep   an  armed 
tire*,  not  caly  for  their  protection,  but  for  otb- 
fr*  that  maj  go  tlierel     They  propose  to  be 
i^e  ptoaeeru  in  the  setQement  of  the  country ; 
ii'  tak«  iqKNLthemaelvefl  the  dangers,  hardships, 
tod  privationa,  incident  to  the  new  establiab- 
ittat.     Ia  this  nothing  t    He  thought  that  the 
iqifixJment  did  not  interfere  with  the  princi- 
ile^  at  the  bin,  azid  that  it  should  be  adopted, 
ile  woold  adiH>t  it  ■«  evidence  of  oor  good 
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wishes,  and  to  protect  them  from  the  odious 
epithet  of  sqaattera,  often  applied  to  the  best 
sad  most  useful  class  of  our  population. 

He  would  saj  a  few  words,  in  answer  to  tlie 
objections  made  both  to  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment. It  had  been  said,  that  the  provisions  of 
the  bill  would  violate  our  convention  with 
Great  Britain.  He  thoaght  this  a  mistake. 
The  convention  placed  both  Qovemments  on 
the  same  fiMting.  It  confers  reciprocal  rights, 
and    impoeea    redprooa]    obligations.      Great 


1821,  extended  her  laws  and  civil  Jurisdiction 
over  the  country.  He  thought  that  the  United 
States  might  do  the  same.  If  Great  Britun 
had  violated  the  convention,  it  was  no  longer 
binding  on  us ;  if  she  had  not,  neither  should 
we  by  the  passage  of  the  bilL  He  differed 
from  gentlemen  who  predicted  war  from  the 
adoption  of  this  measure.  He  wsa  sure  Ms, 
would  give  no  just  cause  of  offence  to  Great 
Britain.  It  was  doing  only  what  the  other 
party  had  done.  He  valued  the  pohlio  f^tfa 
above  all  things  else  appertaining  to  the  Gov- 
ernment. He  would  obBerve  it  most  scrnpn- 
loualy.  But,  at  the  same  time,  he  would  not 
abandon  onr  rights,  even  at  tiie  expense  of 
war.  Great  Britain  bad  as  much  to  lose  by  a 
war  as  we  had,  and  she  had  too  much  prudenoe 
and  foresight  to  engage  in  it  nnneoeesarily.  If^ 
however,  an  unprovoked  war,  as  it  surely 
would  be,  was  to  be  the  consequence  of  this 
measure,  he  would  meet  it  sa  we  did  the  las^ 
and  fomish  new  evidence  to  the  world  of  onr 
ability  to  defend  ourselves  in  a  Just  cause,  and 
in  vindication  of  oor  rights. 

He  was  deaidedly  opposed  to  the  exploration 
of  the  country  before  the  occupation  of  it,  as 
was  sn^ested  by  the  gentlemen  from  IGssonri 
and  New  York.  They  should  he  simnltaneona. 
He  could  see  no  possible  ol^eot  in  it,  unless  we 
were  prepared  to  surrender  it,  if  it  did  not 
equal  onr  expectations,  which  he  presumed  all 
would  disclaim.  If  it  was  as  bwren  as  the 
dsserts  of  Siberia,  we  should  never  surrender 
it,  and  he  wonld  do  nothing  that  ooold  he  so 
conatmed,  ss  would  neoeesarily  be  snch  a 
proposition.  He  said  we  could  not  snrrender 
the  territory  if  we  would.  We  were  already 
committed  on  this  subject,  having  long  sinoe 
made  and  puhHshed  to  the  world  that  no  for- 
eign power  should  plant  a  colony  on  this  conti- 
nent We  could  not,  therefore,  without  vio- 
lating our  own  honor,  truth,  and  ^oeriW,  vol* 
unUuily  Hnrrender  this  territory  to  any  foreign 
power.  He  respected  the  power  and  resources 
of  Great  Britsin.  He  held  sacred  onr  national 
faith ;  and  if  he  could  believe  for  a  moment 
that  this  measure  wonld  violate  the  latter,  he 
wonld  abandon  it.  The  former  he  did  not  fear. 
We  had  come  out  of  two  wars  with  that  na* 
tion,  with  honor  both  at  home  and  abroad; 
and  if  it  was  the  will  of  Heaven  that  we 
should  again  be  involved  in  that  oaUmit;,  the- 
same  result  wonld  follow. 
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Mr.  Wkbmb  Bud,  tUtit  he  had  wuted  to  the 
last  momeot,  in  hopes  that  some  one  better 
able  and  more  oonveraont  with  the  aabject, 
might  offer  that  view  which  had  appeared  to 
his  mind  most  important,  at  this  tmie,  to  be 
taken  of  it.  That,  however,  not  having  been 
done,  he  felt  himself  oonstrMued  to  claim  the 
indnlgeDce  of  the  committee  for  a  ver^  few 
minates,  intending  to  ooo&ie  himself  at  this 
stage  of  the  debBt«.  almost  eidasively  to  tiie 
amendment,  the  effect  of  which,  as  presented 
to  his  mind,  Qie  hoped  he  should  be  pardoned 
for  the  term,)  he  could  not  hot  look  at  with 
abhorrence.  Bir,  what  is  the  amendment  ? 
That  jon  shall  anthorize,  by  a  solenm  charter, 
a  private  company  to  purchase  ont  the  Indian 
title  to  forty  milee  sqnare,  (he  believed  it  was, 
however,  tLe  quanttt;  waa  not  mat«ria^)  to 
erect  a  fbrt,  &o.,  and  tiien  to  fhmish  them,  for- 
ever thereafter,  protection.  That,  when  he 
looked  aroond  ana  beheld  these  poor  miserable 
Indians—the  abori^es  of  this  hemisphei 
the  natural  owners  of  that  moiety  which 
now  claim  as  oar  rightM  domain,  even  to 
Pacific  Ocean,  he  oonid  not  bat  feel  for  their 
miserable  condition.  Most  of  the  new  States, 
and  some  of  the  old,  have  tribes,  or  parts  of 
bibes,  remuning  in  them,  all  of  whom  most, 
Booner  or  later,  be  driven  out.  It  is  true,  sir, 
said  Mr.  W.,  we  profess  to  make  treaties  with 
them,  and  to  be  disposed  to  treat  them  hn- 
manelf  and  jnatly ;  nay,  'sir,  we  evea  go  far- 
ther ;  we  invite  them  to  consider  onr  Ohief 
Magistrate  their  political  Mend  and  father,  and 
to  oome  here  to  have  talks  with  him,  and  te 
get  instioe  done  them ;  and  we  declare  to  the 
world  that  onr  feelings  towards  tliem  are  kind 
and  paternal,  whilst,  at  the  same  time,  we  are 
lendmg  a  favorable  ear  to  propositioDB  like  the 
amendment,  which,  if  adopted,  mnst  and  will 
prove  their  certain  destroction,  withoat  a  pos- 
sibility of  escape.  Now,  Mr.  Ohairman,  said 
Mr.  W.,  what  are  Indians!  Are  they  not  men, 
elthongh  I  admit  they  are  "  wild  men — whose 
hands  nave  been  prophetioallj  pronoonced  to 
be  raised  against  ever;  man,  ana  every  man's 
hand  raised  against  them>— archers,  who  were 
to  live  by  their  bow,"  and  prononnced,  on  this 
floor,  to  be  living  by  accident ;  stUl  thej 


according  to  the  li^ht  afforded 

though  not  blessed  like  onrselves  with  the  Goa- 

Esl,  yet  "they  have  a  law  written  npon  their 
Bortfl,"  by  an  honest  and  correct  attention  to 
which,  they  too  are  to  be  saved.  1  am  aware, 
sir,  said  Mr.  W.,  that  I  am  subjecting  myself; 
sot  here,  bnt  elsewhere,  to  the  charge  of  nmat- 
ioism,  for  snch  opinions :  bnt  that  is  of  little 
ooQBoqaencc ;  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  endeavor  to 
enlist  a  feeling  in  their  behalf  ^  and  wherever 
doty  points  the  way,  I  trust  I  shall  never  be 
found  anwilling  or  afrud  to  pnrsue  it. 

I  do,  therefore,  most  eamcBtly  entreat  this 
sngnst  assemblage — this  tiie  American  nation, 
in  her  representative  cbantctar— by  all  those 
obligations  growing  out  of  the  lavs  of  Ohris- 


lianity,  morality,  and  of  honor,  to  save  thaw 
poor,  ilUterate,  onfortonate  iuhabilants  ti  tha 
wilderness  from  total  anmhilation.  And  hoir 
ore  we  to  do  thia,  unless  we  preserve,  in  onr 
own  right,  some  portion  of  this  immenM  terri- 
tory as  their  asylum — their  last  deruier  refogel 
And  where  so  snitable  as  those  distant  reponi, 
now  BO  ooveted  by  white  men,  that  we,  to  grat- 
ify them,  shall  mmeceasarily  enter  into  obliga- 
ttons  that  shall  herealter  oblige  na,  in  pfA 
fiuih,  to  protect  them,  to  the  destroction  w  tha 
whole  Indian  racet  Will  gentlemen  sttempl 
to  Jostify  this,  by  the  plea  that  oar  anccslon 
did  it  before  us  t  And  to  discontinue  the  wir- 
fare  wonld  be  to  denounce  th^  conduct.  If 
so,  I  will  beg  leave  to  ask  such,  if  there  be  no 
difference  between  our  situation  and  lh«inl 
They  fled  to  this,  then  a  western  wild«ne«, 
not  only  &om  Etorvation,  but  from  a  reli^ou 
persecntioD,  even  worse  than  the  dangen  tbey 
had  to  encounter ;  whereas  we  have  ilnadj 
more  lands  than  we  know  what  to  do  with,  tbs 
States  reiiiMng  to  take,  almost  gratnitoulj, 
that  which  ia  owned  by  the  United  States 
within  their  several  geographical  limits;  pes- 
sessing  freedom  and  every  other  bloaang  niKt 
deMToble,  and  nowhere  else  to  be  fomid,  at 
least  BO  extensive,  together  with  tbe  right  rf 
worshipping  God  under  onr  own  vine  and  fig- 
tree.  Whilst  tliuB  situated,  we  can  hsva  no 
excuse,  oert^nly  none  from  the  example  and 
the  conduct  of  our  ancestors,  until  onr  eitua- 
tion  has  become  like  theirs.  Then  th«  plea, 
that  "  necessity  has  no  law,"  may  be  rsised, 
but  sorely  at  this  time  it  cannot  I  repeat  tbe 
call  npon  thia  committee,  by  all  that  is  d«fln^ 
ble  to  na  as  a  nation,  and  as  men,  rdigiraa, 
moral,  and  honorable,  to  cultivate  stanelhing 
like  <^arity  towards  this  anh^>py,  ilUterale, 
helpless  people,  and  not  to  enter  into  an  obli- 
gation that  IS  to  be  the  foundation  of  tbw 
mnrder.  I  have  no  objection,  said  Mr.  W.,  to 
take  poesession  of  this  whole  territory,  if  it  be 
necessary,  so  soon  as  it  can  be  done  oonsistent 
with  our  treaty  stipulations ;  but  upon  thi> 
branch  of  the  sntyect  I  will  not  trouble  lie 
committee. 

Mr.  Dbatton  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
striking  ont  all  after  the  enacting  words  eieept 
the  last  section,  and  in  lien  thereof  to  insert-— 

"That  tha  President  of  the  Umled  State*  be 
hereby  anthorlxed  to  erect  a  fbtt  or  forts  on  tha* 
part  of  the  liorthwest  ooaat  of  Anariea  wbicb  ia 
sitDBted  weat  of  Iha  eartem  base  of  tbe  Stt-T 
HonniaJns,  betveen  forty-two  and  fifly-fiMir  degnei 
and  fort;  minutes  of  North  latitude,  and  to  guiiaoa 
them  with  a  competent  nomber  of  the  Onited 
States  troops,  not  cicecdiog  four  hundred. 

"Sec.  2.  AndU  it  fwtker  miu^A,  That  the  Prti- 
ident  be,  and  lie  ia  hereby,  aulhoriied  to  cauie  tbe 
aforeiaid  territory  to  be  eiplored  by  such  ofBceis 
of  the  carps  of  engineers  as  he  shall  select,  and  Ibit 
he  may  delay  sending  thereto  any  of  the  troopiof 
the  United  States  until  alter  such  ciplorBlion  itiil 
have  been  made." 

In  supporting  my  amendment  to  the  Ull  ufr 
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der  ducTKnoD,  sud  Mr.  D.,  I  shall  treflpua 
vetj  little  npon  die  tinie  of  the  eommittee. 
Mf  ob^ectioDB  to  some  of  its  details  I  have 
■Iteadj  eabmitted ;  npon  (ome  other  pftrta  of 
it,  Ed  conseqnenoe  of  obeervatjooa  sabaaqneiitly 
mid^  I  will  offer  4  few  remarka.  As  I  pro- 
PMs  to  ratain  nalj  the  leading  feature  of  the 
iSl,  which  ia  to  be  fonnd  in  its  second  section, 
border  to  cxprest  mj  meaning  olearlj,  it  be- 
j  to  stnke  ont  aU  the  secUons  of 


i^  azoept  the  last,  in  whkh  the  qipropriatio 

The  thitd  aeedon  allows  to  aettlera,  bring 
5>tizeiMi,  certain  qnantiltoB  of  land.    In  the  ez- 
hting  gtata  of  things,  tliis  Is  nnattfunabU.    Va- 
W  the  aovereigntj  over  the  temtorr,  and  the 
ownerahip  of  the  soil,  be  in  the  United  States, 
the;  cannot  grant  a  title  to  an^  part  of  it  to 
iadiridiulfl.     However  we  maj  r^srd  the  aov- 
CTeigaty   and    the    ownerstifp  of  the  United 
States,  Co  be  capable  of  the  pi^nest  proof,  jet 
Great  Britain  eonteata  them,  and  we  nave  stip- 
olatod,  Irr  treaty,  that,  nntd  the  question  be- 
tween oa  be  decided,  neither  party  shall  1>e  ao- 
knowledged  as  sovereign  or  owner,  but  that 
the  whole  of  what  is  raatoallj  claimed,  shall 
Routia  "free  and  oj>en"  to  tiie  sabjecta  and 
litiawia  of  both  nations.    'Whilst  thu  stipola- 
tioD  oontiiines  of  fbroe,  we  would  not  admit 
that  Orcat  Britun  oonM  confer  a  title  to  anf 
part  of  the  territorj  upon  a  British  subject; 
and   if  ahe  cannot,  aa,  by  tlie  treatj,  she  is 
[Jaeed  upon  an  equal  footing  wiHi  n&,  neither 
can  we.     Were  this  bill  to  become  a  law  to- 
day, it  ia  obvious  that  no  title  oonid  be  ^ven 
to  an  American  settler ;  nor  is  it  possible  that 
BT  can,  nntil  the  sovereignty  be  vested  in  the 
Cdted  Statea.    When  that  event  oocm^  the 
Tttted  States  alone  can  extingnisb  the  Indian 
fifle.     This  power,  so  br  as  relatee  to  lands  oc- 
npied  by  Indian  Iribea,  oat  of  the  limits  of  a 
9lite,  but  within  the  territory  of  the  United 
htea,  belongs  to  Uie  United  States ;  it  U  ez- 
AuiTet]r  granted  tn  them  by  the  constitatiDn, 
nl  they  cannot  delegate  it  to  others.     At 
paeat,  then,  all  grants  to  land  in  the  territory 
vtare  apraVing  ot,  most  be  utterly  void.    To 
monae  tb<Mn,  by  any  act  of  legiala^on,  wonld 
Will  mi  at  II I II  and  denrive. 
That  the  ezeontion  of  the  fonrth  section  of 
h  IhII  woold  be  a  violation  of  our  treaty  with 
beat  Britrin,  has  been  ao  fbUy  ihown  by  the 
ndman  from  New  York,  (I6.  StoBsa,)  that 
JAall  not  incnmber  what  he  has  sud,  by  add- 
>|  to  it  aay  alignments  of  mine.    My  reaBons 
■Nnst  the  fifth  section  I  stated  apon  a  former 
^vaiuni ;  I  will,  therefore,  not  be  gnilty  of  a 
■tlctition  of  th^n.    The  amendmenta  which  I 
*o»  (HTer  will  provide  for  all  the  objects  neces- 
MT  to  be  acted  npon.    They  will  ensure  a 
pntectioii  to  our  citizens  in  the  pnrmit  of  their 
wtsDl  traffic,  and  enable  the  Ezeoutive,  by 
being  poasesaed  of  the  knowledge  required  by 
a  sdetitifio  ezploration,  to  select  the  most  etlf^- 
U<  positiona  for  military  posts.    It  is  contem- 
rlued  that  the  eogiaeers  to  be  i^pointed  for 


the  expedition  shall  be  accompanied  wiUi  a 
suitable  escort,  that  they  may  condnot  tbetr 
operations  in  safety.  For  that  pnipose,  I  shall 
move,  at  a  fatnre  time,  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 


incnmbent  on  him  to  rise  in  support  of  the  bill, 
which  he  hod  the  honor  to  bring  before  the  no- 
tjoe  of  the  House.  IfisoonoeptianB  had  pre- 
vailed relative  to  its  nature,  and  misconstmo- 
tions  had  been  mode  aa  to  its  object  and  pur- 
port ;  and  it  was  therefore  neceeaary  that  (he 
committee  should  be  put  in  possesaion  of  the 
real  facte  of  the  case,  and  of  toe  advantages  to 
the  Union  generally,  with  which  the  proposed 
pregnuit,  before  the  House  was 


some  of  the  remarks  of  the  honorable  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stokbs,)  were  not, 
according  to  his  conception,  authorized  by  the 
British  act  of  Parliament  of  the  year  1831. 
He  held  in  his  hand,  at  that  very  time,  the  act 
of  Parliament  which  gave  that  extensive  power 
to  the  Anglo-American  courts.  It  provided 
for  the  pnnishmeat  of  offenders  in  all  parts  of 
North  America,  not  within  the  limits  of  Upper 
or  Lower  Canada,  or  amenable  or  subject  to 
the  dviljuriediction  of  any  State  or  Territory 
in  the  TTnitod  States.  That  provision  of  the 
British  law,  it  must  be  perceived,  was  suscepH- 
hle  of  an  indefinite  eztuision.  The  authoritiea 
of  British  North  America  might,  by  virtue  of 
that  act  of  the  British  Parliament,  exercise  a 
sovereign  control  over  all  the  dtizens  of  the 
United  States  rending  in  that  large  tract  rf 
country  which  remained  unsettled,  or  which 
was  not  oi^anized  into  States  or  Territories, 
between  the  UisriBBippl  and  the  Bocky  Uoun- 
taiuH.  He  mi^t  there  also  correct  on  error  <tf 
the  KCntJeman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Stohu,) 
whicD  wonld  not  admit  of  bo  speedy  an  expla- 
nation ea  the  former  one,  which  he  had  alluded 
to,  niere  was  no  such  company  in  existence, 
then,  aa  the  British  Northwest  Oompanj ;  the 
aflUrs  of  that  company  had,  from  some  cause 
or  other — mismanagement  it  might  be  pre- 
sumed— become  embarrassed,  and  the  shares  of 
it  had  been  puTohaaed  by  the  Hudson  Bay 
Ownpany.  The  former  was  merely  a  private 
aasonatjon  of  ini^viduala,  engaged  in  the  fiir 
trade  for  thdr  Joint  and  mutual  benefit  The 
latter  was  on  incorporated  body ;  the  objecta 
of  both  compaidee  were  now  pursued,  and  thdr 
bn^ess  tronsactAd  by  virtue  of  the  Royal 
Charter.  Much  had  been  sud  by  gentlemen, 
in  particular  on  the  part  of  the  honorable 
member  fKim  Uissouri,  (Mr.  Bates,)  as  to  the 
insignificsnt  amount  and  unprofitable  nature  of 
the  trade  in  furs  and  peltry ;  but  what  ap- 
peared to  b«  the  cironmstonces  with  respect  to 
the  question,  from  which  a  correct  result  could 
be  deduced  I 

The  statement  of  a  plain  and  simple  matter 
of  tact  would  show  that  more  folly  and  ex- 
plicitly than  he  powessed  language  to  depiet 
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The  ihares  in  the  Hodwn  Bay  OompaHT.  vMoh 
orig^ftllr  were  of  tlie  TBltte  of  £80  esco,  were 
nov  seuing  in  the  market  at  the  enonnoiu 
price  of  £200  Btertin^.  Would  anybody,  in  the 
iJBoe  of  anch  a  decisiTe  and  eelf-evident  aren- 
ment  as  that,  have  the  hardihood  to  say  ^at 
that  was  not  a  valuable  stock;  and  that  the 
trade  which  paid  the  interest  npon,  and  re- 
tamed  the  profit  for,  the  enonnoiu  amount  of 
oapital  employed  by  the  Hndaon  Bay  Oompany, 
was  not  of  a  highly  InoratlTe  branch  of  oom- 
meroeT  It  t^iMared  perfectly  dear  to  him, 
and  he  was  OMindent  moat  be  eqnally  apparent 
to  that  Honae,  that  the  penbne  vbo  negotiated 
that  oonveotion  or  Irea^  with  Great  Britain, 
were  either  deplorably  Ifpionuit,  <«  entirely  re- 
gwdleae  of  the  beat  Intereati  of  the  nation  rela- 
tive to  that  important  and  neoeasary  article  of 
ftira ;  and  in  Mying  that,  it  was  not  his  inten- 
tion to  enlarge  npon  what  the  British  called  a 
waving  on  the  part  of  the  United  Statea,  of 
what  he,  (Mr,  Floti>,)  in  oommoD  witii  every 
gentleman  in  that  Hoiue,  who  would  reflect 
npon  the  subject,  conmdered  their  incontesta- 
ble rights  of  sovereignty.  The  committee 
should  bestow  on  every  branch  of  the  subject 
that  attentive  oonrideration  to  which  its  impor- 
tance, in  every  point  of  view,  rendered  it  so 
aminently  entiUed.  There  was  a  tract  of  ooun- 
try  nearly  nine  hundred  miles  in  ext«nt  each 
wfty;  from  the  weateni  base  of  tiie  Kocky 
Uonntains  to  tiie  Padflo  Ocean,  and  on  the  sea- 
board from  the  Rundan  settlements  in  the  lati- 
tude of  04°  40'  north,  down  to  42°.  Was  not 
that  vast  region,  oontuning,  as  it  did  contain, 
six  or  seven  hundred  thonsand  square  miles, 
worth  their  notice  and  care — notwithstanding 
the  fact  might  be  as  represented  by  the  gentie- 
man  from  IGssoari,  pCr.  Batss,)  that  some 
portion  of  the  oonntry  was  rooky,  barren,  and 
nnprodnctivef  But  they  shonld  not  omit  to 
bear  in  mind,  that  it  was  the  only  country 
which  produced  flire  in  aoy  considerable  quan- 
tity; it  was  the  only  part  from  which  the 
United  States  could  obtam  those  valnable  arti- 
des,  which  were  alike  necessary  for  home  con- 
sumption, and  for  the  carrying  on  of  tliat  great 
staple  of  American  commerce,  the  trade  with 


Ohma.    Was  Qie  committee  a 


that  the  duty  paid  in  England,  during  the  last 
year,  on  the  importation  of  foreign  nrs  alone 
—foreign  fiuB  only,  it  must  be  observed — 
amonnted  to  upwa^  of  eleven  hundred  thon- 
•aad  dollars  t  The  preoedinr  year  the  same 
duties  poured  into  Uie  Britisn  treasury  more 
than  one  million  seven  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lan.  for  foreign  furs  only,  he  oould  not  too 
often  ameat ;  entirely  independent  of  tbe  vast 
supply  ftimished  by  that  active  and  powerAil 
b(My  corporate,  the  Hudson  Bay  Ckimpen^. 
And  yet  the  House  mnst  l>e  gravely  and  seri- 
ously (if  the  extraordinary  assertion  did  not 
defy  aU  powers  of  gravity  and  serioaaneas  to 
listen  to  it)  told,  that  this  trade  was  not  worth 
the  oaring  for.  It  was  of  no  value.  It  amoont- 
ed  to  but  a  very  small  aum,  some  two  or  three 


hnndred  tiiouaand  dollars  annotillj ;  ind  tbit 
the  expenses  of  carrying  into  eieoutiaii  ttte 
bill  then  before  them,  would  only  ioTdre  ttw 
nation  in  ^reat  expenses,  unattended  bj  uj 
corresponding  advantages!  finch  wis  th«  t^ 
gnmeut,  if  argument  it  oonld  be  called,  wbidi 
was  advanced  by  the  omKinents  of  the  bill  in 
the  very  faoe  of  plain  facta,  of  offidal  bUU- 
mente,  of  flgnres,  which  demonstrated  the  bw- 
eflts  of  that  trade  to  Great  Britain— of  thit 
Brittun  which  was  their  great  oonunercitl  riril 
on  every  sea  and  in  every  market  of  the  world 
— of  tliat  Bribun,  finally,  from  whom  Ametkt 
most  purchase  furs  for  her  own  nse,  st  wbtt- 
ever  prioe  might  \»  put  upon  theoi,  if  abe 
tamely  consented  to  the  surrender  of  a  taaattj 
which  was  Jostiy  hers  by  virtue  at  the  grul 
bams  of  all  valid  tiUea — discovery,  ooonpucj, 
and  treaty ;  and  which  waa  as  neoeasary  for  th« 
security  of  her  weetem  bonndariea  ts  it  wat 
deeirable  fbr  the  best  interests  of  her  com- 
meroe.  He  was  really  at  &  loss  to  aoecent  for 
the  peculiar  objections  made  to  the  bUL  Tbe 
¥ rindpal  one  was  merdy  an  incesssnt  leftoa- 
tion  of  the  cry,  "What  will  En^aod  thinkl 
How  will  England  receive  the  intdligeooe  tbil 
wo  mean  to  occnpy  the  territory  in  qnsslioiil'' 
Why,  what  was  it  to  them,  as  the  BqtreMitt- 
tivea  of  a  free  and  indepwdent  nation,  wbit 
England  thought,  or  whether  she  condesoeoded 
to  uiink  at  all  aboat  the  matter  t  Were  Ukt 
to  sit  in  that  House  and  legislate  for  a  gre«t 
nation  nnder  fear  of  the  displeasure  of  Eng- 
land) He  knew  and  appreciated  the  pow^ 
and  infiuenoe  of  the  Britiah  empire ;  but  be  did 
not  fear  it :  for,  as  to  giving  cause  of  dlsplcss- 
ure,  that  oonntry  had,  it  was  indiapntable,  M 
much  reason  for  apprehension  on  tbst  score  a) 
the  United  States  oonld  poaribly  have. 

Ur.  Bath,  of  Missoiirl  said  he  wis  rigbt 
glad  that  the  gentieman  from  South  CiroUu 
(ICr.  Dbaitoh)  had  thon^t  proper  to  offer  bit 
amendment.  It  meets,  said  Hr.  B.,  my  vicn 
in  the  moat  essential  partirahu',  and  removu 
many  of  my  oUeotions  to  the  bilL  Indeed, 
when  I  flrat  had  the  honor  of  addreanng  tbe 
committee,  I  sng^eeted  the  propriety  of  fubsti- 
tuting  for  tbe  on^nal  bill  a  soientiflc  explora- 
tion of  that  immenao  region,  of  which  we  yet 
know  so  littie.  Mwiy  podtive  advanti^ 
might  be  gained  to  the  nation  frx>m  ancb  ui  ex- 
ploration, and  we  should  at  least  be  saved  froD 
the  probable  evils  attendant  npon  a  leap  in  tbe 
dark.  As  yet,  we  know  littie  of  the  geogra- 
phy of  that  extendve  country,  and  almost 
nothing  of  its  t«pogr^hy  and  geolopoal  peca- 
liaritiea.  The  natives,  too,  are  strangers  to  ea. 
We  are  very  imperfeotly  informed  as  to  their 
localitiee,  their  nombers,  thdr  tempera,  wheth- 
er peacefbl  or  warlike,  and  their  general  ehu^ 
acter  and  babita ;  and  I  consider  it  of  great  ini- 
that  we  should  acquire  a  oompelent 
lund  of  knowledge  on  these  particular  snbjeds 
(tf  inquiiT,  before  we  attempt  the  establlehment 
of  social  and  dvil  institutions  among  iktw. 
Uy  objections  to  tbe  military  ooonpation  of  the 
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eauatrj  an  fewer,  tad  at  a  Imb  dedded  tshax- 
Mtw,  tban  to  Qte  establiahment  of  a  territorial 
Gtrwimtent,  and  the  ezteiuion  of  onr  civil 
pelitf  tbera.  The  former  waj  be  a  dan^eroiu, 
■oj  certBinlf  will  be  an  expeDsive  experuueut ; 
bst  the  latter  is,  in  tn;  jndgment^  preKOaot 
with  enla  of  an  aUnning  cnaraeter:  ioi  I 
slwald  oonnder  it  nothing  abort  of  an  enter- 
iif  wedge  to  a  ajBteta  of  foreign  ooloniju- 

If  tb«  ot^eet  of  Uie  militac7  ooonpation  be 
the  protection  of  tbe  far  mde,  it  «eeniB  to  me 
tbat  the  ooaat  ia  an  improper  locatioD  of  the 
faoopa :  for,  if  I  am  rightlj  informed,  moet  of 
Out  traffio  ia  earned  on  far  in  the  interior,  ~  ~ 
tbe  trihatarj  bnuehea  of  the  Oolmnl 


tb«  distant  Talle^s  (tf  tbe  mountains. 
th«  ontpoota  were,  fonnerlj,  at  least  twelve 
hmtdrMl  mike  ftrom  Astoria.  Them  (mtj>o«t« 
most  be,  in  a  greater  or  leM  degree,  fortified, 
not,  indeed,  bj  works  ei^iable  of  reaisdng  tlie 
■Mnlta  <J  'F"g<'^  or  Brarian  cannon,  bnt  in  a 
manner  strong  enongh  to  repd  tlie  attacks  of 
the  isnorant  and  ill-armed  savages  Ibat  snr- 
roond  them.  It  U  at  dieee  interior  poritions 
tiiat  th«  fiir  U  collected  from  the  Indians,  and 
aftvwnrda  ooaoenb«ted  at  the  month  of  tbe 
river  for  exportation.  A  party  for  tbe  interior 
exploraticn  of  tbe  oonntrj  of  tbe  Oolombia, 
ahodld  be  oom^osed  of  verr  different  materials, 
Btd  orgaaixed  m  a  very  diobront  manner,  from 


B  an  examination  and  sor- 
xtj  of  die  oowt  Indeed,  tbe  latter  is  whoUj 
oBaeoeaaary :  fi>r  tbe  coast  is  alreadj  known  in 
iU  g«n«ral  astteot,  and  I  believe  every  bay  and 
btAor,  bom  Gape  Diaappolntm«it  to  Cook's 
h^eiU,  has  been  snrveyed  and  soonded.  Not  so 
lith  the  interior ;  of  that  we  are  still  lament- 
lUy  igDOtanL 

Xr.  B.  said  that  be  ahonld  have  forborne  any 
fBtber  remail  npoa  tbis  subject,  bnt  be  felt 
<*Ued  npoD  to  mue  a  brief  reply  to  some  ob- 
■HratiiHis  of  tbe  gentleman  tmn  Virginia,  the 
annual  mover  of  the  propoaitjon,  (Mr.  Flotd,) 
vtie  wemed  to  have  misondentood  him  in  sev- 
ffal  I 

eaubt _ 

Miy  oooneetion  witb  eaeb  other.  Any  man, 
said  Mr.  B^  at  all  aoqnainted  with  the  north- 
west saotion  of  tiiis  continent,  or  with  the 
tovtM  eommonly  tiillowed  by  the  for  traders, 
and  other  explorers  of  that  extended  r^on, 
■nst  ksow  uat  the  eonntry,  ae  a  whole,  is 
TCry  imperfbctly  known,  and  that  every  gene- 
ral ehaca«tei4stio  description  onght,  in  oommoo 
^Mies^  to  be  reodved  mtnect  to  many  petty 
netptiooL    It,  therefore,  tba  gentleman  from 

TVpaia  had  soeoeeded  in  showing  that  there 
n  some  exeeptions  to  tbe  sterile  and  inboe- 
pitsble  ehnaetar  of  the  oonntrr,  it  wonld  avail 
hba  Mtbing  in  tiie  a^tunent.   He  might  prove 


ttk,  in  that  extensive  deswt,  and  still  the 
comtrj  would  remwn  a  barrea  and  obeerleas 
■Me— «till  my  Moccnrnt  of  it  wonld  rem^  nn- 
'    '      Xbc^eveitia  perfeottyjnstt  aodi 


know  It  Is  in  aooordanoe  with  the  most  respect- 
able testimony. 

The  gentleman  from  Vlr^nia  has  recently 
reoeived  from  Qeneral  Clarke  what  he  considers 
a  favorable  aoooont  of  the  Oregon  country. 
Oeneral  Clarkelsagoodwitneeson  this  subject, 
and  I  take  it  for  granted  that  his  beet  evidence 
is  embodied  In  his  book,  Lewis  and  Clarke's 
Travels ;  fbr  the  fiacta  there  related  are  ascer- 
tained by  ocular  observation.  Examine  that 
book,  sir,  and  yon  will  find  a  most  (4)pslling 
description  of  the  oonntry.  They  say  that  tbe 
only  good  laud  for  ooltivation,  in  the  valley  of 
Colnmbia,  is  sufficient  to  support  abont  for^ 
thoosaad  agriculturists  I  And  I  have  It  on  (be 
authority  of  Mr.  Hunt,  a  gentietaaB  surpaased 
by  few  in  intelligence,  and  by  none  in  reipeo- 
tabihty,  that  even  this  meagre  exception  is  mb- 
Ject  to  annuel  inundation  in  May  and  June. 

Tbe  gentleman  is  utterly  mistaken  in  bis  ver- 
sion of  the  information  which  I  gave  the  com- 
mittee, as  derived  from  my  enterprising  towns* 
man,  General  Ashley.  Hie  route  lies  hi  sonlii 
of  tbe  sources  of  the  Columbia.  Crossing  the 
range  of  the  Socky  Uonntain,  where  it  sub- 
sides almost  into  a  plun,  presenting  few  obst*- 
des  to  wheel  carriage^  and  none  to  pack 
horses,  be  makes  bis  trsding  post  at  the  Great 
Salt  Lake,  which  I  sappoae  to  be  tbe  reservoir 
of  tbe  Boaaventura.  I  am  sorry  the  gentle- 
man  did  a<A  listen  to  my  former  remarks  more 
Btt«Qtively.  If  he  ha^  he  wonld  not  have 
confounded  what  I  swd  of  an  exploring  trip  <k 
one  of  Ashley's  men  from  tbe  Bait  Lake,  soatb- 
west,  towards  the  Gulf  of  CaUfomia,  with  the 
description  which  I  attempted  of  tbe  doomy 
moimtains  and  pathless  vaUeys  of  tbe  Oregtm 
— valleys  which,  I  say  again,  and  on  the  beet 
antbority,  are  impracticable  for  borses  or  mules 
— valleys  where  tbe  natives  travd  on  tbe 
water,  and  live  in  tbe  earth. 

The  gentieman  from  VirKiniahaa  so  long  and 
BO  lealonsly  dwelt  npon  tfiis  subject,  that  he 
Beems  to  luve  arrived  at  the  oondnslon  that 
nothing  is  wanting  but  a  little  aid  from  the 
Government,  to  muie  this  river  of  bis  adoption 
a  great  cbannd  of  Nwth  American  commerce, 
and  the  eetabbshment  at  its  mouth  the  great 
entrepot  of  £a*tera  and  Western  interaonrse. 
To  swell  tbe  magnitude  of  Uie  enterprise,  he 
dratfB  into  his  ououlatiou  the  total  exports  of 
furs  and  pdtries  from  the  United  States  and 
Canada ;  he  presses  into  bis  service  the  End- 
son's  Bay  Company,  Lord  Selkirk,  and  Ur.  Aa- 
tor ;  and  embraces  in  his  compeodions  view 
Must  of  tbe  east  and  tbe  west,  from  Labra- 
dor to  Uexioo,  and  from  Oonalaaka  to  Oslifor- 
nla.  And,  not  content  with  monopolizing  tba 
whole  fur  trade  of  tbe  continent,  for  tbe  in- 
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heard  of  &  chip  of  It  at  the  Oregon  I  It  grows 
onlj  between  the  tropios,  about  S8°  of  latitade 
•onth  of  this  favored  rirer.  With  all  respect, 
I  mnst  be  permitted  to  mj,  that  the§e  coIooIa- 
tjoni  are  ideal  and  Tiaioiiai7.  liSt  the  Oovem- 
meitt  put  forth  sU  its  itrength,  and  poor  ont  all 
its  treaanreB,  it  cannot  change  the  character  of 
the  oonntry  or  the  river ;  the  one  will  ro: 
sterile  and  Inhospitable,  and  the  other  will 
tbane  hard  to  enter,  and  atdll  harder  to  i 

CNo  tan  will  seek  an  outlet  throng  the 
mbia,  bat  thoae  oangbt  n^n  ita  own 
waters,  or  their  imnjediate  vicinity ;  and  if 
joa  estabtiah  on  that  river  a  proviuee  with  a 
ptmnladon  as  denae  as  that  tX  China,  and  bnild 
a  fortreaa  as  strong  as  the  seven  towers  of  Con- 
itantlnople,  jaa.  oan  draw  no  more :  the  phjii- 
Ml  difficulties  of  the  oonntry  forbid  it. 

Tli«  whale  fishery,  too,  it  seema,  ia  to  be 
made  feribntarj  to  the  eommereial  importance 
«f  the  btended  tenitorj.  Ask  any  gentleman 
ttoia  Uassaohosetta — ask  tout  Kan tooket  whal- 
ars — whether  any  one  of  their  ships  ever 
tonohed  at  the  Oregon,  and  they  will  tell  jon 
that,  if  one  was  ever  there,  it  was  driven  there 
hj  some  calamity.  Yet,  who,  that  knows  the 
(fflaraoter  of  that  wondorfiii  people,  will  doubt 
that,  if  there  was  any  thine  desirable  in  the 
harbor  of  the  Oregon,  their  sagacity  wonld 
have  discovered  it,  and  if  it  were  worth  con- 
tending for,  their  enterprise  and  courage  would 
have  made  It  their  own!  They  are  the  beet 
navlgatora  In  the  world,  and  not  bad  judges  of 
their  own  interest.  In  their  bold  pnrsnit  of 
wealth,  they  have  already  dlsooverod  about  one 
hnndred  and  fifty  islands  in  the  trackless  waste 
of  the  Paeiflo,  whoae  bays  aSbrd  them  every 
convenience  in  the  pnraiut  of  their  vocation, 
and  secure  shelter  in  times  of  danger.  I  am 
not  mrpriKd  at  the  different  and  contradictory 
accounts  given  of  the  Oregon,  as  a  harbor  for 
ships  I  and  I  attribute  the  disagreement  to  the 
diaerent  seasons  of  th«  year  at  which  it  was 
vinted,  or  the  prevalence  of  partioQlar  winda, 


entered  or  departed  from. 
I  have  been  aoeoaed,  said  Ur.  B.,  of 
hot  and  cold,  as  to  the  value  of  the  trade  ^ 
that  oonntrf—of  pretending,  at  one  time,  that 
it  ia  worthless,  and,  at  another,  that  it  is  very 
Important.  Surely  I  need  not  take  the  trouble 
to  e^lain,  if  the  gentleman  does  not  already 

r3eiT6  how  a  particular  branch  of  trade  may 
very  important  to  a  few  dealers,  in  a  little 
town  of  five  or  sir  thousand  people;  and  yet, 
when  viewed  in  connection  with  the  general 
Interests  of  a  nation  of  fifteen  millimiaj  mnk 
into  comparative  Inaigntficance. 

The  gentleman  spmks  of  the  transportation 
of  tro<q)s  and  mnrntions  to  the  month  of  Oo- 
hunbia,  as  if  it  were  an  enterprise  of  daily  oo- 
onrrenoe,  and  easy  to  be  performed.  Bir,  he  ia 
egregionsly  mistaken ;  it  is  an  Heroalean  task, 
f£ll  of  toi^  and  dwiger,  and  privation ;  and  ita 
suooeasfal  accomplishment  requiring  the  exer- 
tion of  great  and  peculiar  talents.  The  ordi- 
nary faotsrwl  of  the  army  is^  in  my  Judgment, 


[DXCKOR,  ISM. 

but  little  qualified  for  the  ertraordinary  psr- 
posee  of  snch  an  expedition.  The  oodtood 
men  are  disqualified,  by  edncation  and  habit^ 
for  a  service  so  novel  and  peculiar ;  and  evra 
the  talented  and  valuable  officers  ftimisbed  bjr 
that  admirable  mstitution,  the  West  Point 
Academy,  would  find  all  their  elaborate  B«cnce 
and  skill  of  littie  avul  in  a  scene  so  novel,  aad 
BO  wholly  different  &om  the  general  cobiw  of 
military  movements.  But  the  genUemsn  pi* 
over  aU  these  difficulties  by  the  assomptiin  of 
a  very  fiattering  fact.  It  seems  to  me,  we  ate 
all  fit  to  command  the  armies  of  the  repoUio. 
We  are  all  bom  generals.  I  am  sure,  sir,  that 
I  poesesa  little  or  nothing  of  this  military  in- 
spiration ;  and  I  cannot  help  fearing  that  tht 
honorable  gentleman  has  been  led  into  the 
charitable  error  of  imputing  to  all  hia  ocimtry- 
men  the  poeaession  of  these  high  qnalide*  fi 
command  by  Ms  own  conBCionaceee  of  pMsus- 
ing  them.  It  is  related  of  King  FMlip  of 
Uaoedonia,  that  he  was  astooidied  at  the  von- 
derfol  abnudanoe  of  military  genius  amoDg  hii 
cnenues,  the  Athenians,  who  annually  elected 
ten  generals  to  command  their  troopa,  by  dinr- 
nal  rotation  j  whereas  his  m^eely  of  Macedon 
oould  find,  m  all  Us  dMniniona,  no  man  but 
Parmenio,  fit  to  command  his  armies.  I  can- 
not tell  whether  we  most  resemble  the  snbjecls 
of  King  Philip,  or  the  citizens  of  Athens;  bat 
I  am  etrongly  inclined  to  the  opinion,  that  we 
are  not  qoite  all  genorala,  fit  to  be  iDtmsIed 
with  the  safe^  of  the  blood  and  treasure  of 
the  nation.  Were  I  about  to  plan  aoob  an  ei- 
pediiion,  I  wonld  authorize  the  Executive  to 
enlist  a  aor|is  for  the  special  purpose.  I  would 
empower  lum  to  chooee  men,  both  to  oommaDd 
and  to  serve,  whose  former  vocations,  whose 
habits  and  peculiar  qualifications,  wonld  afford 
some  guarantee  of  ultimate  success.  It  is  not 
the  business  of  a  day ;  it  takes  two  seasons  to 
convey  troops  frota  the  Uiauaeippi  to  the  Ore- 
gon. The  first  winter  must  necessarily  be 
spent  on  the  TIppOT  Missouri,  near  the  oonntrj 
of  the  Mandan  Indians^  wh«te  preparatioiia  must 
be  made  for  the  toila(»ne  and  prailoDS  jouniey 
of  the  next  season,  AU  the  privations  of  a 
wilderness  of  throe  thonsand  miles  in  extent, 
must  be  enoAnntered,  and  niuneroua  tiibes  of 
the  wild  natives  most  be  passed,  all  of  whom 
must  be  either  conciliated  or  subdned.  In  such 
service,  the  labored  aoqnirementa  of  milila>7 
science  would  be  of  littie  avul,  and  the  impet- 
uous ardor  of  insubordinate  valor  would  be  im- 
pertinent, and  worse  than  useless.  The  com- 
mander of  sooh  a  corps  should  be  habituated 
the  wildemeas ;  he  shoold  possess  a  calm, 
il,  and  forbearing  intrepidity,  and  a  deen  ac> 
quuntanoe  with  the  workinga  of  imtutorea  na- 
tore.    By  the  exercise  of  some  of  these  valu- 
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tlM  yorth  and  West— tha  hardy  mob  of  the 
fonrta,  tlie  lakea,  and  the  rirers,  whom  no  dan- 
gen  oui  dannt,  no  tola  exhuut,  no  privadoni 
rabdnat  Hen  whoM  KdreDtnronB  rteiNi  bave 
BWMOred  eveiT  prairie  in  the  bonndlcBB  West, 
and  vhoM  bark  eanoea  have  traced  everr 
itrwin  in  the  daA  vaUefs  of  the  monntaina. 
Boch  tre  the  matArialB  of  which  the  expedition 


1  be  c 


mnwed ;   and  withont  ■noh,  the 
1  begin  in  donbt  and  hazard,  and 


n  disappointment  »"'^  morti- 


Hlerpriee  will 
will  probahlf  end 

I  im  not,  iaid  Mr.  B.,  bo  entirelr  opposed  to 
Ae  ntliurj  oooopation  of  the  ooont^  as  to 
tmM  it  in  OTWr  form ;  but  I  do  beliere  that 
ths  iHtirinona  of  this  bill  are  not  adapted  to 
Ibt  end  propoHod,  and  cannot  possiblj  aooom- 
jriiA  the  demgn.  Oan  it  be  that  one  or  two 
liHU  forta,  garrisoned  bj  a  baodAil  of  onr  or- 
diur;  troops,  oan  afford  protection  to  onr 
favden  thronghont  that  extenMve  oonntrj; 
•tntehiog,  ai  it  does,  from  latitade  forty-two 
lo  fiftf-foar,  and  fWun  the  ahorea  of  the  Padflo 
loUwridge  of  the  BookrHoontdns)  Sir,  it 
MDwA  be. 

Ob«  word,  rir,  on  the  niljeot  of  extending 
dril  juiidietitHi  over  the  ooontry,  and  I  have 
dine.  Several  gentlemMi  have  dwelt  with 
MroM  emphaaiB  npon  the  extension  of  Ihe  Jn- 
n*diation  of  the  Oana^an  ooorta,  by  an  act  of 
IhtBtiti^  PaiUamant;  and  seem  to  oonsider 
tbit  art  H  novel  and  anomalous  in  the  praotioe 
of  tUi  emtinent.  Bnt,  sir,  the;  have  over- 
lookid  our  own  statute  book.  The  Briliah 
Pirtunait  has  bat  followed  in  the  fiMlatepe  of 
tk«  Amerioan  Oon^«as.  The  jnrisdiation  of 
nr  coarts  has  been  long  rince  extended  over 
Ibit  whole  oonntij ;  and  for  the  butb  of  tbU 
■Mrlioa,  I  refer  to  onr  own  Jndiolarj  aots,  and 
t^tiaia  to  the  Indian  intereonrse  law  of 
IW.  I  oanoot  refer  at  this  moment  to  page- 
•od  wetion,  for  I  was  iiii«q>eotedlr  drawn  into 
thia  debate  bj  the  remarks  of  the  gentleman 
hmt  Virginia,  0£t.  Ftorn,)  withont  any  previ- 


the  Government  on 

tbe  froDtiar,  and,  as  snch,  have  been  called 
tpon  to  aid  the  oonrt  in  the  eserdse  of  the 


1  far  bejond  the 
diit  limits  of  tbe  States  and  territories ;  and  I 
dnbt  not,  that  erery  Representative  here  from 
ifriwtiwSlateeaa  bear  wttaesa  to  tha  praoli- 
Ml«nnis«  of  the  same  jarisdiotion. 

That  our  dvil  jDrisdletion  la  extended  to 
^coontry  is  beyond  dispute;  hot  I  will  not 
("dartafce  to  saj  that  it  Is  organized  in  inoh  a 
^>nii,  Bad  defiiwd  with  snch  precision,  as  to 
tfoid  a  eert^  remedy  for  OTery  instanoe  of 


'ToBg.    If  Olu-lawsbedefeetiveintllispartl0' 
(ulr,  I  will  join  the  gentleman  in  i^plymg  an 
B  remedy,  by  investing  the  fWntier 


join  the  gentleman  in  i^plymg  an 
remedy,  by  investing  the  ^—"— 
oDorts  with  all  sooh  powers  as  may  be 
T  to  the  protection  of  onr  dticens  in  every 
pitt  of  the  national  domain. 

The  progress  of  tUs  debate  baa  had,  I  be- 


lieve, no  other  effect  than  to  prove  to  the 
members  of  this  House  how  ignorant  we  all 
are  of  the  sabject-matter  of  this  bill,  and  how 
unfit  we  are,  at  this  moment,  to  B«t  nnder- 
Htandingly,  and  witli  self-satisfaction,  in  taking 
any  definitive  oonrse  that  may  ^ve  directjon 
and  b^ie  to  the  ftitnre  measures  of  the  Govern- 
ment. Bir,  as  yet,  we  have  bnt  a  glimmering 
proBpeot  of  the  promised  land.  We  see  it  aa 
throngh  a  glass  darkly ;  and  I  do  in  my  con- 
science believe,  that  any  affirmative  coone  that 
we  may  now  take  (beyond  a  simple  explora- 
tioo)  will  be  adopted  at  the  manifest  hazard  erf 
tbe  interest  of  the  nation  and  the  safety  of  the 


MoHDAT,  Jannary  S,  1829. 
Zand  Claimt  hi  Taiauitae. 

On  motion  of  Ur.  Pole,  the  House  took  up 
the  bill  "  to  amend  an  act,  entitled  'An  act  to 
aothoriEe  the  State  of  Tenneesee  to  issue 
granta,  and  to  perfect  titles  to  certain  landa 
Uierein  described,  and  to  settle  the  claims  to  ' 
vacant  and  nnappropriatod  lands  In  the  same,' 
passed  April  ISth,  1600." 

This  bul  had  been  under  oondderation  dnr- 
tog  the  last  session,  in  Oommittee  of  the 
Whole,  and  had  been  l^d  upon  the  teble  dur- 
ing the  pendency  of  an  amendment  offered  bj 
Mr.  HoLuiT, 

This  amendment  Mr.  MoLaan  now  with- 
drew,  in'  favor  of  another,  proposed  to  be 
offered  by  Mr.  Osookxtt. 

Mr.  OnooxBTT  s^d  that  he  had  offered  to  the 
Honae  the  anHudment  to  the  bill,  with  the  con- 
fident hope  that,  if  he  ooold  suooeed  in  oon- 
vintung  the  Honse  that  thl|  oonld  not  prove  a 
precedent  for  Ite  aotion  in  relation  to  other 
States,  and  that  tha  land  it  proposed  to  give 
away  would,  if  retained,  )>e  of  no  nse  or  valne 
to  the  General  Government,  they  would  adopt 
the  amendment,  and  pass  the  bilL  Be  regret- 
ted, on  this  subject,  to  be  under  tbe  neceesi^ 
of  differing  from  his  respectable  colleagne,  (Mr, 
Polk,)  but  the  House  woold  remember  that  his 
coUeagne  and  himself  were  very  differently  rit- 
uated.  They  had  received  inetmotions  from 
the  Legislature  of  their  State,  to  ask  Oongress 
for  a  general  grant  of  all  the  public  lan£  re- 
maining onpateuted  within  its  bounds  for  the 
purposes  of  edncation ;  and,  having  no  prior 
obligation  to  conflict  with  those  instmoaoni^ 
they  were,  of  course,  bound  to  obey  them.  He^ 
it  was  true,  as  one  of  the  Representatives  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  was  included  within 
these  instniotions ;  bnt  he  bad  a  higher  author- 
ity, to  which  it  was  his  duty  and  tiis  pride  ever 
to  bow — his  last  instraotions  were  from  his 
own  oonstituents,  and  these,  in  his  estimaUoo, 
took  precedence  of  all  others.  The  people  who 
had  honored  bim  by  '"f^ing  him  their  Repre- 
sentative, conceived  that  they  were  fairly  enti- 
tled to  the  lands  for  which  they  had  instmoted 
him  to  ask  thia  House,  and  which  it  was  the 
otfjeot  t£  his  amendment  to  confer  npon  them. 


dbyGoO^Ie 


rR.] 


ABRIDaUENT  OF  TBB 

LmiCtaimtm  Trmamt. 


Ha  asked  thU,  however,  not  on  the  Kroond  of 
■trict  legal  right ;  he  preaentod  nothing  in  the 
shape  of  a  deuuikd ;  bat  he  presented  snoh  a 
case  as  he  believed  and  tniet«d  would  not  fiul 
to  awaken  the  sympathies  of  this  Honse,  and 
effectnallf  oonimand  its  liberality.  The  per- 
sons in  whoee  behalf  he  pleaded  were  the 
bardf  sons  of  the  soil ;  men  who  had  entered 
Uie  country  when  it  lay  in  a  etate_  of  native 
wildneBs;  men  who  had  broken  the'oane,  and 
opened  fai  the  wUdemeHa  a  home  fat  thdr 
irivea  and  ohildren.  The  most  of  these  enter- 
prising and  indnBtriona  satUerB  had  onoe  pos- 
sessed other  and  better  homee  than  they  now 
«\]oyed;  they  had  entered  on  fertile  lands, 
nnder  titles  which  they  believed  to  be  good, 
and  were  snooesaftilly  poshing  their  hnmble  bat 
independent  fbrtnne,  when  they  were  tinei- 
peotedly.  driven  from  their  improvements  by 
the  BppearBDoe  of  a  stranger,  tninglng  a  war- 
rant of  older  date  than  theirs.  Borne  of  them 
bod  suffered  this  cruel  diswpointment  more 
than  once;  they  had  been  driven  from  im- 
provement to  improvement,  and  from  home  to 
home,  till,  in  deqiair  of  ever  realixiiig  their 
early  hopet  they  had  settled  on  lands  ^at  no- 
body would  oloun— on  son^  and  refuse  frag- 
ments of  the  soiL  which  ranged  after  all  that 
was  valuable  had  been  first  selected  and  oocn- 
pied.  The  oonntry  where  their  hnmble  homes 
wete  situated  had  been  thrown  open  to  war- 
rant-holders for  eight  years ;  floods  of  warrants 
had  been  tasQed,  and  armies  of  their  holders 
had  overspread  the  soil,  picking  and  cntlSng  ont 
all  the  good  land  as  long  as  any  wae  to  be 
found ;  and  it  was  the  fractions,  the  odds  and 
ends,  the  reliue  which  remuned,  in  shapeless 
frtgmente,  between  the  bonnda^  Hnee  of  other 
trsots,  that  they  now  asked  of  Congress.  The 
laud  was  of  poor  qnf^ity,  and  of  litUe  valne  in 
itself;  but  it  was  dear  to  them,  beosnee  it  held 
tiidr  home,  «nd  was  their  all.  The  oonntry 
thos  situated  formed  but  a  small  portion  of  the 
Btate,  embraoing  the  Oongreesional  district 
ftom  which  iie  came,  and  part  of  another  from 
which  osme  bis  oolleagne  on  his  right,  (Mr. 
Folk.)  The  great  mass  of  it  lay  in  his  own 
district,  and,  in  &ot,  made  np  the  whole  of  that 
distnot. 

The  House  would,  tlier^bre,  percdve  how 
he  was  situated,  and  would  appre^ate  the  obli- 
gations under  which  be  lay  to  press  tlds  amend- 
ment. It  was  impofldUe  that  the  grant  of 
fractions  of  land  thus  situated  oonld  ever  oper- 
ate as  a  precedent  for  grants  in  those  States 
where  the  publto  lands  were  r^ularly  laid  ont 
in  townships  and  sections,  by  tinee  at  right 
angles.  This  oonntry  hod  never  been  laid  ont 
at  aU.  The  Qeneral  Oovemment  had  never 
had  a  surveyor  within  its  boundaries.  It  was 
thrown  op^  in  a  mass  for  the  satisf^ion  of 
Uie  Korth  Oarolina  warrants ;  and  every  man 
who  had  t,  warrant  hnnted  out  the  best  Imd  he 
could  find  t  and,  in  flying  his  boundvy  lines, 
had  respect  only  to  the  quality  of  the  soil,  and 
the  qiualitj  be  bad  a  right  to  take ;  and  thos 


the  people  for  whom  he  was  pleading  b*d  Aim 
their  littie  homes.  They  nad  miuf^  tli» 
sweat  of  Ui«r  brows  with  the  soil  thej  occa- 
pied,  and  by  the  hand  of  bard  and  perseTcring 
toll  had  earned  the  littie  oomforts  they  pos- 
seMed.  Was  it  fur  for  the  General  OoTBtn- 
ment  to  take  away  theee  hnmble  oottsges  fram 
them,  and  make  a  donation  of  the  whius  to  IIm 
Legislature  of  the  Btate,  fi>r  the  pnipose  of 
rsiung  np  schools  for  the  children  a  the  nabl 
I  ask  the  House,  said  Mr.  0.,  if  to  do  this  wiH 
be  on  act  of  charity  to  the  poort  It  is  laked 
by  the  Btate  as  charity :  will  it  be  M  hi  pntti- 
oal  effect  f  I  ask  some  of  it,  bnt  not  for  the 
Btate— not  for  the  sons  of  the  wealthy ;  but 
for  the  poor  and  industrious  men  who  hive 
given  it  oil  its  valne  by  tbeir  toil  Givs  U  to 
them,  and  yon  will  bind  them  to  their  Qoven- 
ment  by  an  indissolnble  tie.  Nothmg  nu^  s 
people  love  their  Govemmoit  like  such  acts  rf 
parental  Jdndness.  fflr,  theae  pet^le,  thon^ 
poor,  are  of  inestimable  Tolne  in  a  tna  repnb- 
They  ore  the  Ixme  and  dnew  of  the  lind; 


first  to  breast  t_. ,_ , 

you  take  away  thinr  little  all  and  give  it  to  tb« 
Legislature  to  speoolote  n^n  t  Or  will  ; on 
make  to  each  of  these  mentorions  catiMnathe 
donation  of  his  hnmble  piece  of  land,  where  be 
has  at  lost  found  a  refuge  from  the  punmit  of 
more  enoceasM  warrsut-nolderst  It  u  dear  to 
him,  however  hnmble ;  his  children  were  born 
npon  it ;  and  there  he  has  lived  in  peon  t^ 
contentment.  I  ask  you  to  ^ve  it  him,  and  I 
ask  with  the  confident  hope  that  you  will  if> 
it.  Sit,  my  people  think  that  those  who  live 
northeast  of  the  dividing  line  have  slreidy 
made  enough  out  of  them.  My  district  hu 
had  to  pay  one  hundred  thousand  dolUn 
towards  the  erection  of  colleges  in  the  north- 
east part  of  the  State.  I  think  tiiU  is  quu 
enongh,  but  still  more  is  now  demaede^  sod  I 
find  myself  under  the  neoeaut?  of  defending 
one  poor  district  agunst  all  uie  rest  d  tb* 
Btate  of  Tennessee,  I  shall  do  it;  tot  1  m 
indent  upon  them  for  my  station  here;  i 


BO  Itmg  as 
take  theij 
Dpon  ti 


as  I  nold  a  m 


this  floor,  I  shin 
part  agunst  all  who  wcnld  fuot 

_r Three  hundred  and  five  thousand 

acres  of  the  beet  land  in  the  ^strict  have 
already  gone  to  satisfy  warrants  which  I  never 
believed  to  be  jnst  in  prindple.  The  oouipny 
mise  between  the  Btatee  of  Tennttsee  sod 
North  Oarolina  required,  indeed,  the  satisfying 
of  these  warrants,  but  they  had  been  iMced  lo 
revointiixtary  solmers,  who  were  dead,  ind  had 
no  heirs  livmg,  and  I  ever  viewed  the  arrange- 
ment as  uqjust  and  oppressive.  Whra  the 
measure  was  debated  In  the  Legislature  of  my 
Btate,  I  opposed  it  to  the  best  of  my  poor  abil- 
ity, bnt  we  were  overruled  and  hod  to  sobnut 
AMionUng  to  that  arrangement,  the  ool'^ 
got  sixty  thonaand  acres  of  oor  land.   Iw 
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Uaiyeimtj  of  Korth  Carolitut  got  one  hondrod 
ud  fbrtj  thoasond  acres  more  of  iL  After  a 
little  while,  the  demand  for  ninety-ux  thou- 
nod  acr«s  more  wee  made.  The;  demanded 
that  this  amoanl  ahoold  be  provided  for  and 
Meared :  that  I  also  opposed.  I  oovld  not,  in 
n7  ooDacieiio&  oonaent  to  itj>ecanse  I  did  oot 
ttimk  it  ri^t  m  principle.  The  meamre,  how- 
(Ttr,  went  into  ^ect ;  and  in  a  little  while  the 
unetr-eix  tbonaand  acres  bad  swelled  to  one 
hoodHid  and  five  thousand.  Yea,  one  hundred 
and  fire  thousand  aoree  taken  ont  of  one  little 
diitriet  1  Yon  can  readilj  beliere  that  saoh  a 
dran^  aa  that,  made  in  twentf-flve  acre  war- 
nola,  eat  na  np  at  an  awfhl  rate.  The  grant 
for  the  sappmt  of  colleges  droned  na  of  fiftjr- 
two  thonaand  fire  hundred  dollars  in  cash. 
A7,  dr,  in  hard  cash,  wrong  &om  the  hands  of 
poor  men,  who  live  b7  ua  sweat  of  their 
brow.  I  repeat,  that  I  was  ntterly  opposed  to 
fliis ;  not  because  I  am  the  enemv  of  eduoa- 
Ikn,  hot  because  the  beuefiu  of  edacation  are 
Bot  lo  be  dispensed  with  an  eijnal  hand.  This 
etdlsge  B7Btem  went  into  practice  to  draw  a  line 
of  deoiarcati<Hi  between  the  two  clasaea  of  so- 
det; — it  aeparated  the  children  of  the  rich 
from  the  children  of  the  poor.  The  children 
<tf  mj  people  nerer  saw  tlie  inside  of  a  college 
h  their  lires,  and  never  are  likelj  to  do  so. 
Hums  who  passed  the  act  well  knew  that  we 
nerer  ahouM  derive  an;  good  from  it :  hut  the; 
insited  ttiat  the  land  shonld  be  ^ven  np,  and 
they  aent  State  snrverors  to  sorvef  it.  The 
•xpeosen  of  that  sorvef  pressed  heavily  on  mj 
Bocutitaenta — it  drove  some  of  them  to  their 
vit's  end.  Sir,  I  hdve  seen  the  last  blanket  of 
1  poor,  bot  honest  and  indnstrions  family,  sold 
uder  tba  hammer  of  the  sheriff,  to  paj  for 
that  survey.  At,  sir,  tlie  little  fnrnitnre  thej 
had  Mved  from  better  days,  or  earned  bj  long 
sod  honorable  toil,  was  torn  from  Ukero  to  paj 
the  fees  of  those  snrvejors.  Exactions  tike 
these  were  made  cm  men  whose  whole  worldly 
(Mate  oonnsted  of  some  twenty  or  thirty  acres 
of  the  poorest  land.  Sir,  it  is  for  snch 
thtti  plead,    1 

cats  and  RepresentatlTe,  ,        

than  a  donation  of  that  little  property.  Let  it 
be  their  own.  While  they  bedew  it  with  the 
■weat  of  their  faces,  let  them  at  least  have  the 
eoBselation  of  knowing,  that  they  may  leave  it 
b>  their  own  cluldren,  and  not  nave  it  sqaan- 
dCTed  on  the  sons  of  a  stronger.  Snoh  frog- 
Mnts  <^  miserable  soil  can  be  of  no  use  or 
Tiloe  to  tUs  Qovemmetit,  You  wiU  never 
init  on  retaining  it  in  your  own  bands.  Yon 
*ill  never  sdl  it,  for  it  will  never  bear  the  ex- 
pense of  snrveying.  Ton  most  do  somethinfc 
*itti  iL    Will  yon  not  bestow  it  sa  a  booi 
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I  plead,    I  ask,  in  my  place,  as  their  advo- 
aod  RepresentatlTe,  that  yon  will  make 


rlbe  imfbrtnnate  people  who  have  nothing 
in  the  world  t    There  they  are  "  ' 
1  there  make  shift  to 


D  the  world  t    There  the' 
ptate-they 

A«r  ehQdrt_ , 

vboH  hnsbands  fell  wl^e  fighting  your  battles 
en  the  frontiers.  Kone  of  uiem  are  rich,  bat 
(Im;  are  an  honest,  indnstrion^  hardy,  perse- 


vering, kind-hearted  people.  I  kitow  than — I 
know  their  eitoation.  I  haTe  shared  the  hoa- 
pitality  of  their  cottages,  and  been  honored  by 
their  ooofidenoe  with  a  seat  in  this  assembly ; 
and  base  and  nngratefnl,  indeed,-  must  I  be^ 
when  1  cease  to  remember  it  No,  sir,  I  can- 
not forget  it :  and  if  their  little  all  is  to  be 
wrested  from  them,  for  the  pnrposes  of  State 
specnlaUon;  if  a  swindling  machine  is  to  be 
set  np  to  strip  them  of  what  little  the  survey- 
ors, and  the  colleges,  and  the  warrant-holders, 
have  left  them,  it  shall  never  be  said  that  1  sat 
by  in  silence,  and  refiised,  however  bnmbly, 
to  advocate  thw'  cause. 

Ur.  Polk  rose,  and  said  he  did  not  differ  so 
mnch  from  his  colleagne  as  he  imaged.  The 
Legislatnre  of  the  State  of  Tennessee,  in  antitu- 
pation  of  the  relinqnishment  wbioh  they  ex- 
pected to  obtun  from  Congress,  had  already 
provided  that,  when  the  relinquishment  should 
oe  obtained,  the  actnol  occupants  should  have 
a  preference  of  entry.  He  was  confident,  there- 
fore, if  the  relinqnisbment  was  made,  that  the 
oonstitnents  of  his  oollesgue  would  not  be  mo> 
tested  in  thiir  possessions  by  the  Legislatnre, 
but  would  have  a  preference  of  entry  He  had 
prepared  an  amendment,  however,  to  the  origi- 
nal bill,  (which,  when  it  should  be  in  order,  he 
would  oQer,)  which  provided,  in  substance,  that 
the  L^islatore,  in  appropriating  these  lands, 
shonld,  as  they  had  tuready  by  their  acta  avow- 
ed their  intention  to  do,  give  a  preference  of 
entry  to  the  actual  settlers.  This,  it  ooourred  to 
him,  wonld  embrace  all  the  objecta  hisoolleagne 
asked.  He  would  ask  how  the  object  of  ois 
colleagne  was  to  be  effected  by  the  amendment 
which  he  proposed!  How  conld  the  United 
Btatea  patent  these  lands  without  first  estab- 
lishing a  land  office  in  the  oonntry  and  sorvey- 
ing  them !  We  know  the  United  States  never 
had  a  land  officer  in  the  State ;  no  Federal  offi- 
cer bad  ever  surveyed  them ;  and  withoat  first 
doing  so,  how  could  they  ascertain  what  lands 
were  vacant,  and  what  were  not  t  The  lands 
that  remained  vacant  were  in  detached  parcela 
and  scattered  pieces,  and  were  the  refuse  lands. 
All  the  lands  that  had  ever  been  granted  in  the 
State  hod  been  granted  by  State  authority,  and 
by  State  officers — by  State  surveyors,  by  State 
~  'isters,  and  by^the  Governor  of  the  State, 
the  records  in  reference  to  these  lands  were 

the  archives  of  the  State.  The  Government 
of  the  United  States  had  none  of  them;  they 
had  no  power  or  control  over  the  State  omoers. 
Would  not  the  aoMndment,  therefore,  be  a 
nnllity,  unless  Federal  officers,  over  whom  Con- 
gress had  power  and  control,  are  appointed  to 
carry  it  into  effect?  He  stud  he  was  as  friendly 
to  these  settlers  as  any  one,  bnt  preferred  leav- 
ing their  interests  to  the  State,  who  had  never 
&ued  to  provide  for  others  similarly  sltoated. 
He  read  the  amendment  which  he  proposed  to 
offer,  for  the  information  of  the  House, 

Ur.  Ualuby  said  that,  throoghont  the  de- 
bate, it  seemed  to  have  been  taken  fbr  granted, 
on  ^  ndes  of  the  House,  as  a  matter  of  cuniae, 
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Blat«  of  Tennessee,  in  one  form  or  other ;  bat 

die  gentlemBn  from  that  State  seemed  to  be 
qnarreUing  among  themselTes  about  the  mode 
of  dividing  the  spoils.  If  the  Hoase  ts  deter- 
mined on  making  the  donation,  it  ought  at  least 
to  be  done  according  to  the  principles  of  jns- 
tioe  and  equity,  and  in  ench  a  manner  as  to  re- 
tain the  distribution  of  the  land  nnder  its  own 
oonb^l.  One  of  the  gentlemen  was  desirooe  of 
having  the  application  of  the  ^ft  reserTed  to 
the  State  Legijlatare.  Mr.  M.  said  he  had  no 
reaaon  to  donbt  that  the  Btate  Oovemment 
would  do  Justice  in  the  ease;  but  he  preferred 
doing  Justice  with  our  own  hands,  wherever 
this  was  practicable.  WI17  should  the  Boose 
refer  to  othen  what  it  oonld  as  well  do  itself  I 
He  had  no  objection  tiiat  the  poor  and  indn»- 
trioni  aettlera  should  receive  the  gift  of  their 
Uttle  tracts ;  he  believed  that  no  gentleman  in 
tbe  Eonse  had  any  objection  to  it ;  and  if  so, 
why  not  give  it  tiiem  at  oooe  ?  As  to  the  bal- 
ance which  may  remain,  some  gentlemen  con- 
tended that  it  wonld  amount  to  almost  nothing  \ 
othera  tbonght  it  would  be  very  large  and  val- 
uable. For  his  own  part,  he  was  of  opinion 
that  It  wonld  be  best  to  aecertiun  first  what  it 
would  be,  and  whether  all  the  warrants  had 
been  produced  which  were  to  be  satisfied  ont 
of  it;  when  this  was  determined,  it  would  be 
time  enough  to  make  the  donation  to  the  State. 
One  of  tbe  gentlemen  had  ejected  that  the 
amendment  requires  of  State  officers  to  do  duty 
nnder  the  authority  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment. Bnt  the  amendment  does  not  require 
this  at  all.  It  merely  says  to  certain  citizens 
of  Tenneasee,  if  yon  will  get  your  snrveyors  to 
lay  ont  this  land,  yon  ahall  have  it  as  your  own. 
If  they  shall  apply  to  their  surveyors,  and  find 
them  so  very  sensitive  on  the  point  of  ionor 
that  t^ey  will  not  move  in  the  afiur,  alUiongh 
their  fees  are  offered  them,  why,  then,  (said 
Ur.  U.,)  I,  for  one,  would  say,  the  TJait«d 
States  Burveyora  shall  lay  it  ont  for  them, 
Bnt  I  am  strongly  inclined  to  believe  theX  no 
surveyor  in  Tennessee  will  refode  to  act, 

Mr.  Mnncg  rose  to  inqnire  what  was  the  quan- 
tity of  luid  on  whioh  the  bill  proposes  to  act  ? 
Was  it  one  million  of  acres,  or  fonr  milllona,  or 
ten  millions  t  He  also  wishij  to  know  what 
amount  wonld  be  given  by  the  amendment  to 
the  aetQen  fbr  whom  the  gentleman  had  been 
[deading.  He  also  wished  to  know  why  the 
United  Stataa  should  cede  the  public  lands  in 
Tennessee,  to  that  State,  any  more  than  the 
pnbric  lands  in  Ohio  or  Illinois  to  those  States) 
was  not  this  bill  an  entering  wedge  to  the 
plan  of  getting  rid  of  the  whole  of  the  public 
domain  ?  What  special  reason  applied  to  Ten- 
nessee, which  did  not  apply  to  the  other  States 
where  we  had  landsT 

Mr.  OsooEffTT  replied  to  these  inquiries,  that 
the  public  land  in  Tennessee  had  never  been 
laid  ont  into  sections  and  sold  at  the  land  of- 
fiosB,  as  in  the  other  new  States.  These  poor 
people  cannot  go  and  enter  a  section  or  a  qnar- 


ter  sectionof1and,as  in Ohioand  Illinois.  Tha 
United  States  never  bad  a  surveyor  within  tbe 
Btato;  and  if  they  hadfitwonld  cost  more  than 

ten  thoosaod  dollais  to  bring  these  shapelesj 
remnants  into  market.  The  land  had  been 
thrown  open  in  a  mass  to  the  warrant-holdere, 
and  they  had  ransacked,  picked  and  culled  it, 
till  every  thing  valoable  had  been  already  lo- 
cated, This  land,  lying  between,  in  odds  tni 
ends  of  every  form,  was  differeutlr  situated 
fhnn  any  land  held  elsewhere  by  uie  United 
States ;  and  therefore,  this  amendment « 


cedent  ii 


to  it,  and  had  snbmitted  bis  r 
length.  The  bill  had  been  Imd  npon  the  tabls ; 
from  which  it  was  to  be  inferred  that  the  Honso 
Jndged  the  bill,  as  it  then  stood,  ouKhtDotte 
pass.  Mr.  B.  said  be  had  heard  nothing  since 
that  time  which  operated  to  change  his  cpiniocu 
If  tbe  Hoose  must  rive  land  away,  he  certwnly 
preferred  the  amendment  now  nnder  considera- 
tion to  tbe  original  bill.  He  thonght,  too,  tbU 
there  was  a  great  difference  between  the  two 
amendments;  and  many  gentlemen  might  vole 
for  the  one,  who  conld  not  vote  for  the  other. 
For  himself;  he  never  had  recognized  the  clwras 
of  Tennessee  to  these  lands ;  but  a  dooatioo  to 
these  poor  settlers  would  not  bo  to  settle  the 
qnestion,  nor  operato  to  commit  the  Govern- 
ment The  first  amendmeut  (Hr.  Pole's)  hsd, 
indeed,  been  amended,  by  the  insertion  ^  tbe 
words  "without  charge;"  hot,  situated  u 
those  words  were,  they  left  the  sense  very  in- 
definite. Withont  charge  for  whatT  For  en- 
try! for  the  preference  of  location)  fbr  the 
fees  I  Or  did  it  mean  withont  charge  by  way 
of  consideration  money!  He  presumel  tbe 
latter  to  be  the  sense ;  bnt  the  words  did  DOt 
clearly  convey  it  As  to  the  difficulty  with  re- 
spect to  Burveyora,  it  was  purely  imaginary; 
tne  surveyors  would  be  willing  enough  to  labor 
for  tbeir  fees.  The  amendment  says  the  land 
is  to  be  granted  "  withont  chai^ ; "  bnt  who  is 
to  pass  3ie  law  to  cany  this  provision  Into  ef- 
fect I  The  Legislature  of  Tennessee.  Bat  the 
time,  the  prescribed  manner  in  which  the  pref- 
erence of  entt^  is  to  be  obtained,  and  all  the 
snbordinato  leinslation,  is  left  to  the  Tennessee 
Legislature.  He  did  not  say  that  that  Lepsla- 
ture  would  not  do,  in  the  matter,  all  that  wss 
JQst ;  but  certain  it  was  that  the  preference  of 
entry  might  be  so  encumbered,  as  to  render  it, 
in  efiect,  of  bnt  Uttle  vslne.  He.  therefore, 
preferred  tbe  ot^er  amendment,  (Mr,  Cbooi- 
mt's.) 

Mr.  Weemb  remarked  to  the  Hoiue,  that  > 
small  spark  often  kindled  a  great  matter.  Be 
viewed  this  bill  and  amendment,  as  of  serious 
importance.  It  was  true,  that  this  is  poor  land, 
which  would  bring  the  Government  in  debt  to 
survey  it ;  and,  as  tbe  settiers  are  very  deeirou 
of  obtaining  a  valid  title,  it  may  perhaps  be 
^ven    them    wiihont    any  dangerous  conse- 
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qneiMM.  Bat  if  gentlemeD  vonid  cast  theii 
am  M  tb«  new  States  of  Qua  UnioD,  and  at 
tie  cUims  which  some  of  thera  liave  recently 
kdriuDed  to  the  posseasion  of  tlie  entire  public 
domun,  the;  would,  perhaps,  recognize  the 
ffiidom  of  the  old  proverb,  "  Give  an  inch  and 
tike  an  ell."  Tbejr  first  petitioned  for  a  part ; 
but  now  Ihej  b^>ui  to  olum  the  whole  as  a 
right.  As  to  the  preaent  amendment,  he 
Mend  it  as  hanmeaa  in  its  character. 
■Qieant  ioTolved  was  not  great  j  but  if  the 
Bonse  aonotaded  to  bestow  it,  let  them  do  it 
with  their  own  hands :  for  here  auothor  eicel- 
Imt proTerb  ^tplied :  "If  yon  want  jonr  work 
dms^  send  yonr  servant ;  if  yon  want  it  well 
done,  do  it  yonrself." 

Ur.  OdLPapiK  sud  he  was  in  favor  of  the 
[nseat  amendment.  He  had  in  general  been 
oppossd  to  eiTing  land  to  persons  settling  with- 
ent  ttls ;  hnt  uiem  persons  were  differently 
•ttBit«d,  They  were  not  Bqnatters,  bnt  per- 
)oiu  who  once  hod  title,  but  had  been  crowded 
ont  by  elder  warraola;  this  formed  a  case 
Ttucb  was  deserving  of  relief^  and  he  hoped 
that  the  amendment  woold  prevail. 

Mr.  Bill  was  desirons,  if  the  mles  of  order 
parmitted  it,  of  introdnoing  an  araendment,  by 
ny  of  mbstitnte  for  that  of  Mr.  Obookstt,  the 
object  of  which  was  to  give  all  the  remnant  of 
ths  United  States  land  in  TennesBee  to  the 
Ltgulilore;  then  to  allow  the  actual  settiers, 
preTioM  to  December  last,  a  pre-emption  right 
to  the  lands  they  had  settled  on,  at  the  rate  of 
thirty-HTen  and  a  half  cents  an  acre ;  and  then 
U  derate  the  residue  to  the  oonstmction  of  a 


Nmpliested  by  the  am«idments,  and  appre- 
Uo&Bg  that  some  might  inadvertentiy  give  a 
veto  wnich  they  would  afterwards  r^et,  with 
1  JTtw  to  give  time  for  farther  oonsideration, 
^i^mi  an  a^onnmient;  which  motion  pre- 

TnsBDAT,  Jannary  6. 
I>ratBbaekon  Stfintd  Sugar. 
Hr.  OuiBRCLxxs,  from  the  Oommittee  on 
OoauDsne,  to  which  was  referred  the  amend- 
ment of  the  Senate  to  the  bill  allowing  an  ad- 
w^onsl  drawback  on  sugar  refined  in  the 
Diittid  Statea,  and  exported  therefrom,  report- 


Sattry  in  tie  Dittriet  of  (TuIumMa. 
Ur.  Muna  moved  the  following  preamble 

m  raaolntions. 
^<}>nt«t  tb>  coiMtitiitlon  hu  riven  to  Congress 

JijWii  tie  District  of  CdMnbia,  Uie  poirer  of'ev 


•e  UruUUod  Id 


Thftt  diaTe-dealers,  gaining  eonfldence  fW>m  hn- 
punitj,  have  made  the  lest  of  the  Federal  Oovera- 
ment  their  headniiiattet*  fbr  oirrying  on  the  domes- 
tic lUve  trade ; 

Tbat  the  pubUo  prliona  have  been  extensively 
nied  (perverted  from  the  purpoeea  for  which  they 
were  erected)  for  carrying  on  the  domeitic  slave 

That  offleers  of  the  Fwienl  Qovernment  hive 
been  employed,  and  derived  emobiment  &om  carry- 
ing on  the  domeRic  slave  trade  ;  ■ 

That  private  and  leeret  [vlsons  exist  in  the  Us- 
triot  for  oarrjlng  on  this  tnlRo  is  hamaa  beings ; 

That  the  trade  is  not  confined  to  those  who  are 
■laves  for  Hfe,  but  persona  having  i  limited  time  to 
serve,  ire  boaght,  by  the  alave-deslers,  and  aent 
where  redren  is  hopeless ; 

Thatotherss 

fare  they  can  bi 

That  instances  of  deith,  from  anguish  and  despair, 
exhibited  in  the  Cistriot,  mark  tSa  orueltj  of  this 
traffic; 

That  Initanoes  of  maimlne  and  lolcide,  executed 
or  attempted,  have  been  exhibited,  growing  out  of 
this  trafflc  within  the  Mstrict; 

Thit  free  persons  of  color,  coming  into  this  Dis- 
trict, ire  lisible  to  arrest.  Imprisonment,  and  aile 
Into  slavery  fur  life,  for  j^  lees,  if  miable,  from  Ig- 
Doruce,  miafbrtmie,  or  fraud,  to  prove  uelr  free- 
That  advertisements,  bef^nnlng  "  We  win  gira 
cash  for  one  hundred  likely  young  negroei,  of  both 
■exes,  from  eight  to  twenty-five  jeita  old,"  cen- 
tained  in  the  public  prints  of  the  city,  imder  the 
notice  of  Congress,  Indicate  (be  openness  and  ex- 
tent of  tfae  tcalBc ; 

Tbat  Boenea  of  human  beings  sxposed  it  public 
vendue  are  .exhibited  here,  permitted  by  the  Iiwa 
of  the  Qenenl  Government — a  woman  hiving  been 
idvertised  "  to  be  sold  it  Lloyd's  tavern,  neir  the 
Centre  Mirket  Honse,"  during  the  mmith  of  Deoem- 
bor; 

And  wheresi  a  Oiand  Jury  of  the  District  hal 
presented  the  slave  trade  as  a  grievance ; 

A  writer  in  a  pnblio  print  in  the  District  has 
set  forth,  "that,  to  those  who  never  have  seen  a 
spectacle  of  the  kind,  (eihitnted  by  the  slavs  trade,) 
no  deeeripUou  can  give  an  adequate  idea  of  its  hor- 

To  each  extent  hid  this  been  carried  la  I81& 
thit  1  memlMr  of  Congress  from  Virginik  introduced 
■  resolution  hi  the  Bouse,  "Thit  a  committee  be 
ippointed  to  examine  into  the  existence  of  an  In- 
human and  Illegal  tnSc  in  slaves  carried  on  Id  and 
through  the  District  of  Columbia,  and  report  whether 
any,  and  what,  measures  sre  necessary  for  putting 
a  stop  to  the  same ;" 

The  Hoosa  of  Bepresentativea  of  Pannsylvsnia  at 
their  last  aeaslon,  by  an  almost  onanimous  vote  ex- 
pressed the  opinion,  that  slavery,  within  the  District 
of  Columbia,  ought  to  be  abtdiihed ; 

Numerous  petitions  from  various  parts  of  the 
Union  have  been  presented  to  Congress,  praying  fbr 
the  revision  of  the  laws  in  respect  to  slavery,  and 
the  gradual  abolition  of  slavery  within  tbe  District 
of  Columbia ; 

petition  was  presented  at  the  last  aesaion  of 
Congrea,  dgned  by  more  than  oi 


be  thousand  Inh&b* 
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lUnta  of  the  Dittrict,  pisjlng  for  a.  gradual  mbo- 
imoD  of  alaTSr;  therela  ; 

And  whereu  the  ten  mQe*  aqoare,  confided  to  the 
eioliuuTe  legidttlon  of  Coiigi«M,  ought,  for  the 
boDor  of  BepublicMi  OoTenimeat,  «nd  Inlvreltl  of 
the  Distiiot,  to  eihiUt  a  ■pecimcD  of  pure  and  juit 
kwi: 

Bt  it  Saolvtd,  That  the  oommittee  for  the  Dia- 
trict  of  ColumbU  be  iiutractnl  to  take  Into  coorid- 
eratioQ  the  Uwi  wlthm  the  Dktrict,  in  respect  to 
■laTer  J ;  that  thej  inquire  into  the  truth  of  the  fore- 
going aliegatlona,  and  report  the  facta  connected 
therewith,  and  thtt  Uiej  alao  inquir*  Into  the  Hla*e 
trade  aa  ft  exists  in,  and  is  camMl  on  tbToagh,  Uw 
JMstriot :  and  that  the;  report  to  the  House  such 
ameodmenta  to  the  existing  laws  aa  ahall  aeem  to 
them  to  be  J  uat 

Sttalvad,  That  tbe  committee  be  fkrlhw  inatnct- 
ed  to  inqnire  into  the  expedieoa;  of  proridiDg  bjr 
fat*  (br  the  gradual  aboliUon  of  alaverj  within  the 
District,  in  aoeh  manner  that  the  inlereata  of  no  in- 
ffiTidnal  atudl  be  iqjnml  thereby. 

Mr,  Wbihb,  of  Marjtand.  moved  the  ques- 
tion of  consideration :  on  which  qnestion  Mr. 
MiiTEB  demanded  the  yeas  and  naTS,  and  thej 
Tare  ordered  by  the  Hoose. 

The  House  agreed  to  ocmdder  the  reaolationa 
—yeas  104,  nays  70. 

Mr.  Wiozum  moved  that  the  preamble  to 
the  resolutions  be  stricken  oaL  He  had  no  ob- 
jection that  the  proposed  inqniry  be  submitted 
to  the  Ooramittee  on  tbe  District.  He  was  no 
advocate  for  the  trade  to  which  it  allnded :  but 
the  preamble  of  the  resolation  assnmed  as  trae, 
certain  facts  of  which  he  knew  nothing,  and  of 
which  he  believed  the  House  in  general  knew 
OS  little  aa  he  did. 

Ur.  CnLPiPBS  hoped  the  motion  of  Hr. 
WioKur^a  would  prev^.  Ha  had  voted  for 
Uie  consideration  of  the  resolntioOs ;  but  be 
was  not  in  favor  of  the  preamble.  The  gentle- 
man mieht  know  something  of  the  facts  stated, 
bnt  for  himself,  being  entirely  ignorant  of  them, 
he  conld  not  vote  for  a  preamble  which  pledged 
the  House  for  their  oorreetnesa. 

Ur.  Wzuia  hoped  the  gentleman  wonld  con- 
sent to  the  omission  of  Uie  preambta  It  was 
entirely  on  acconnt  of  that,  tiiat  he  bad  moved 
for  the  qaasCion  of  consideration :  for  his  own 
part  he  did  not  beUeve  one  word  of  whid  it 


Mr.  MiNKB  now  oommenoed  a  coarse  of  state- 
ments in  support  of  the  resolutions  and  pream- 
ble, which  were  interrapted  by  the  expiration 
of  the  hour  allotted  for  reports  and  Tesolntiona, 

Oocvpane]/  qf  tlu  Oregon  SiMr, 


state  of  the  Union,  and  took  up  the  bill  for  the 
oconpation  of  the  Oregon — the  following  amend- 
ment which  had  been  proposed  by  Ur.  Dxax- 
TOH,  being  under  oonsiaeration : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  words,  ex- 
cept the  last  section,  and,  in  lieu  thereof  in- 
sert: 

"  That  tbe  Freaident  of  the  United  States  be 


hereby  authorised  to  erect  a  fort,  or  forts,  in  thtt 
port  of  the  Hotthwest  Coast  of  America  whkii  la 
dtoated  west  of  tbe  eastern  base  of  tlie  Sumj 
Moanlalos,  between  forty-two  and  flfty-Owi  dcgrni 
and  forty  miontes  of  north  latitude,  and  to  gurisca 


1  with 


a  competeot  i 


r  of  the  Diiled 


States  troops,  not  exceeding  fbnr  bnndred. 

"  Seo.  2.  Atid  be  Ufurtha-  mtaelti.  That  IbePm- 
ident  be,  and  be  is  hereby,  anthoriied  to  cane  Ibe 
aforesaid  territory  to  be  explored  by  such  oEcm 
of  tbe  corps  of  engineers  as  1m  ahall  seleot,  and  Ibu 


have  been  made." 

Ur.  TaixoB  had  moved  to  amend  the  i^ 
amendment,  by  striking  oot  all  after  "Prm- 
dent  of  the  Umted  States,"  in  the  fint  teobo, 
and  sabstitating  the  following : 

"  Cause  an  Exploring  expedition  to  be  orgudnd 
and  eiecated,  to  consist  of  not  more  than  e^CJ 
persona,  incloding  a  corpe  of  geographcn  and  lopog' 
isphera,  for  the  parpose  of  coUeetiog  tnfbcmiiai 
'  ~     igard  to  the  cUoiste,  soil,  natural  ptoductiou, 


Ur.  OufBRCLBNa  sdd  that,  before  tbe  eont- 


that  oould  be  obtained.  From  a  Img  ud 
intimate  acquaintance  with  the  gentkiiuii  to 
ftreqnently  referred  te,  (Mr.  Aster,)  he  had  been 
made  acquainted  with  manj'  facta  ocsiDected 
with  the  oommerdal  and  political  hiitory 
of  the  oonntry  bejond  tbe  Rocky  Uoontvaa 
He  was  decidedly  opposed  to  all  plans  of  oole- 
nidng,  to  all  grants  of  land,  or  the  establishment 
of  a  territorial  government.  He  wa^  howew, 
of  opinion  that  though  it  was  a  peridexiii| 
question,  it  was  absolateW  neoeassrr  that  acme- 
tiling  shoold  be  done,  ana  that  promptly.  Tie 
plan  of  sending  out  a  topographical  and  geo- 
graphical corps  was  not  the  meaeore  reqnb^ 
xij  the  natnre  of  the  case,  or  demanded  at  this 
orina.  Althon^  not  concurring  entirely  with 
the  amendment  ofibred  hj  the  gentiemsn  tttxa 
Booth  0«ro!ina,(Mr.DHirTOW,)  he wsssabatsn- 
tiallj  in  favor  of  It.  He  thought  a  militsiy 
poet  best  designed  to  secure  the  objects  we 
bad  now  in  view,  which  were  to  protect 
our  Indian  traders;  gradually,  through  thdr 
agencj,  to  regain  poesesmon  of  that  coootiy 
by  pacific  means  and  to  prevent  diniutes  be- 
tween the  traders  in  that  region,  which  migbt 
lead  to  war  with  GreatBritwn.  We  have  (Mid 
Mr.  0.^  acquired  a  title  to  that  coontcy,  by  the 
aoqaisition  of  Louisiana  and  Florida:  oariMm, 
at  feast  to  the  honodary  esteblished  by  the  Treaty 
of  Utrecht,  the  19th  degree,  he  thooght  coda 
not  be  questioned,  and  that  was  tisr  north  erf  the 
mouthoftheColnmbiA  River.  Antecedenttfltbe 
war,  we  held  ondisturbed  and  nndisputed  poasea- 
iion  of  that  country.  InlSlO.oneofourcilittns, 
a  merchant  of  enlarged  mind  and  daring  eoter- 
priBe,  projected  a  settlement  on  the  OduDila* 
He  sent  the  Tonquhi,  [rf  90  gnna,  with  ^«ea- 
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Sea,  medunifM,  tndera,  Ac;  tnd  at  the  Rama 
tiiDft  deapatched  an  eipedition  overland.  Both 
mini  in  aafety  and  fiionded  Port  Astoria,    The 


the 

lb.  A*had  engaged  to  faroUh  $400,000,  and 
bid  made  ooiuidmtbla  progreas  In  thia  bold, 
iDd,ia  it  would  liave  been,  profitable  entan)riBe, 
when  Ihe  war  of  1B19  broke  ont  The  Nonb- 
veat  Company,  his  great  rival  in  the  fur  trade, 
u  it  wai  MippoMd,  intimated  to  the  Britiah 
GoTMUBent  the  proprietr  of  sen^g  ont  n 
raaalof  war  to  o^tnre  Fort  Astoria.  They  at 
tlM  nme  time  lent  an  agent  overland  to  alarm 
tba  igvit  of  Vr.  Aator,  and  to  indaoe  him  to 
duuw  of  the  aettlement  and  the  fhrs  collected. 
Dnbrtmittdr,  tba  prindpal  agent  was  absent, 
wd  iIk  (db-ageot  sold  an  establiBbmeni,  wfaioh 
YMtlMii  worth  two  hondred  thonaand  dollara, 
to  the  Korthireat  Oompanj,  for  aboat  forty 
thoottad  dollara.  Thns  vaa  Mr.  Aator,  by  an 
•rtificc^  debated  in  one  of  tbe  greatest  enter- 
praNcvtr  nndertaken  by  any  one  individnal. 
Onr  GOmmifluonen  at  Qbent  were  apprehen- 
■T«  of  the  &te  of  Port  Aatoria,  and  expressly 
pTOTidsd  for  the  restoration  c^  "  all  territorieo, 
pliwa, or POBi Bwions.''  Ial8I7,oarGoTemment 
dt^ohed  the  Ontario  to  take  poweesion  of  it 
hi  1818.  Lord  Oastlereagh  oompluned  of  this 
to  Ur.  Basil — not  that  he  ^poted  onr  right — 
l»t  thitnotice  bad  not  been  given  to  the  British 
GoTsruMot,  who  wonld  have  given  orders  fur 
iu  rtttoration,  wUhont  whioh  oolliHons  might 
irisi.  He  had,  to  prevent  sndh  dilates,  re- 
fMMd  Earl  Bathnrst  and  the  oommissioneiB 
otthe  tdmiraltr  to  give  orders  to  restore  Fort 
Attoiia,  aooordias  to  the  Treaty  of  Ghent 
lu)  Lordship,  at  the  same  time,  intimating  that 
Greit  ^tain  had  a  claim  to  that  oonntry ;  but 
"sdmitting,  in  themcMt  ample  extent,  onr  right 
to  b»  rnintBted,  aiid  to  be  the  party  &  pcMsea- 
A»,  vhile  treanng  of  the  title."    The  Blossom 


Aiboia  (called  by  the  Northwest  Oompony 
Fvt  Qeotge)  was  formally  restored  to  the  Uni' 
tedSutae. 

Aa  new  pretensions  are  growing  op,  he  wonld 
nad  this  important  docnment  to  the  committee, 
tb; 

**  An  or  BoaannsK  An  AcDowLmoiiEin. 

"Ii  obadieace  to  the  oommandi  of  His  Boyal 
Higbiiai  the  Piinca  Bennt,  tiauA  in  •  despatch 
&<M  Uw  Right  Bonoiabte  Earl  Bathont,  addressed 
tBlltt  jwUan  or  agents  of  the  Horthweit  Com- 
lu;,  bearing  data  the  STth  January,  1818,  and  in 
oMiuce  to  cobie^nt  orders,  dated  tbe  2Sth  July 
HhmWm.  A.  SberiS;  Esq.,  Captuo  of  hii  Mu< 
M^i  ddp  Andromache,  we,  tbe  nnderngoed,  do,  & 
Mobndtj  to  the  flnt  articles  of  the  treaty  of 
GImt,  reMore  to  the  GoTenUDeiit  of  the  United 
GUtu,  through  its  agent,  J.  B.  FrevoBt,  Esquire,  tb 
"RlnieQl  of  Fott  Qeorge,  on  the  river  Columbia. 

"Qiiea  nndct  oui  ^dB,io  ttipUcate,  at  Fort 


tB.  or  B. 

Geo  ge,  Colombia   Uver,  this   Stb   of   October, 
1818 

"f.  HICKT, 
"  CaptoM  o/  Si*  Mmettifi  lAtp  Blomm. 
"  JAUES  KEITH, 
"  Of  tki  Jfcrlhieiil  Companj/." 
I  do  hereby  acknowledge  to  have  thi*  day  receiv- 
ed, on  behalf  of  the  Government  of  the  United 
States,  tbe  possession  of  the  settlement  designated 
above,  in  oonformity  to  the  first  article  of  the  treaty 
of  QhenL 

"Given  ooder  my  hand,  in  triplicate,  at  Fort 
George,  Colombia  Biver,  this  Sth  of  Ootober,  ISIS. 
"J.  B.  PHEVOST. 
"AgtiUfor  tMe  Uniud  atatu.'^ 

Onr  agent  in  annoimdnK  this  snrrender,  says, 
that  ijie  flag  of  Qreat  Britain  was  lowered,  and 
thet  of  the  Unit«d  tates  hoisted  on  Fort 
Qeoi^e,  "  where  it  now  waves  in  token  both 
of  poeaeadon  and  of  sovereignty."  He  also 
adds,  that  the  Northwest  Oompany  "  will  con- 
tinue to  oocnpy  and  protect  it  nnder  oar  flag, 
until  it  shall  plaaae  the  President  to  give  orders 
for  their  removal."  Under  what  pretext  then 
can  Great  Britain  dispute  onr  right  to  the  pos- 
session of  that  oonntry  F 

In  tbe  same  month,  (oontinned  Mr,  0.,)  in  a 
^stant  part  of  the  world,  a  oommerciol  treaty 
was  negotiated  between  the  United  States  and 
Great  Britun.  Tbe  British  commiBsionerB,  ap- 
preciating the  value  of  this  trade,  the  advan- 
tages of  uie  harbor  at  the  month  of  the  Colum- 
bia, and  wisely  foreseeing  that  this  mixed  qnes- 
tion  of  boundaiT,  Indian  trade,  and  territorial 
dominion,  would  become  one  of  magnitnde  be- 
tween the  two  conntriee,  urged  It  upon  our 
commiBsioners.  The  Utter  seemed  to  view  it 
with  oomporative  indifference.  Considering  It 
unimportant,  they  admitted  the  third  article  ia 
the  treaty  of  1818,  leaving  the  bonndaries, 
rights,  and  claims  of  the  two  conntries  as  they 
were,  and  merely  agreeing  to  a  reciprocity  in 
the  Indian  trade.  This  wsa  an  unfortunate 
concession  to  Great  Britain ;  it  was  only  a  nom- 
inal reciprocity,  and  has  operated  as  an  actual 
surrender  of  that  whole  oonntry  to  her  traders. 
And  however  small  this  concession  may  have 
been,  in  the  estimation  of  onr  commiseioneTS,  it 


The  Northwest  Company  ought  to  have 
been  allowed  sufficient  time  to  dose  iteoon- 
ceniB.  A  Joint  trade  shonld  never  have  been 
permitted  with  the  Indians.  That  company 
were  then  in  possession  of  the  trade — whoever 
has  that,  mnst  have  the  Indians ;  and  whoever 
has  them  will  have  tbe  country.  Under  that 
provision  they  have  spread  their  trade  into  the 
mterior.  The  two  companies  were  united  ia 
1831,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  was  char- 
tered for  twenty  years.  Under  the  advantages 
of  transferring  their  affairs  from  Hudson's  Bay 
to  Columbia  River,  the  shares  of  that  company 
have  risen  from  sixtv  to  two  hundred  and  forty 
pounds  sterling.  Their  returns  have  been  an- 
nually inorea^Dg  at  the  rate  of  from  dxty  to 
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one  hundred  thoasaud  daUara  in  each  year,  and 
the  entire  retoniB  for  the  fear  1828,  estimated 
bj  one  familiar  with  the  valae  of  fnrs,  is  abont 
eight  hundred  and  ninety-five  thonsand  dollara. 
Under  the  operation  of  this  unfortunate  concee- 
Hon,  another  East  India  Company  is  growing 
Upon  our  frontiers,  spreading  throngh  a  oonn- 
t^  to  which  our  right  of  pOHBeasion,  at  least,  la 
imdiBpnted,  and  reaohing  not  only  throng^  onr 
dominiooa,  bnt  extending  ftom  the  pour  re- 
gions to  California. 

Tims  have  we  been  actually  dispoBgesaed  of 
Qie  coontry  beyond  the  Rocky  Mountains.  In 
vbat  way  can  we  regdn  it,  without  violating  oar 
obligations,  and  disturbing  the  harroony  between 
tlie  two  oonntriea  I  We  mnst  either  disoontinne 
onr  treaty  according  to  ite  oontingeat  provision, 
and  take  measores  for  removing  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  or  eatablish  Qovemment  trading 
honeee,  on  Ur.  Jeffbnon's  plan,  or  adopt  the 
measure  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  South 
Oarolina.  The  first  would  be  unfriendly  and 
expensive,  and  oonld  be  only  gradually  effected. 
We  know,  by  experienoe,  that  the  second  wonid 
be  more  expensive  than  the  last.  There  seems 
to  be  no  practicable  alternative  but  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  military  poet  for  the  protection  of 
Tour  traders.  Estabuah  that,  and  they  will 
fearleeely  posh  their  expeditions  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Oolombia.     A  depot  would  soon  be 


ment  to  take  out  supplieOjOnd  carry  the  furs 
and  peltries  to  Oanton,  Tour  trade™  would 
gradually  exclude  those  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Com- 
pany, for  no  nation  can  oont^nd  with  ns  in 
equal  competition;  and  you  would,  in  tune, 
peaceably  regain  the  potweesion  of  that  country. 
Our  treaty  can  be  in  no  roaoner  violated  by  the 
eetabllslunent  of  snob  a  post.  That  region  is 
now  free  and  open  to  the  traders  of  both  na- 
tions ;  bnt  that  is  all  we  have  conceded.  We 
have  pven  Oreat  Brit^  no  right  to  establish 
forts,  and  place  gorrtsons  in  that  oonutry ;  nor 
bave  we  snrreni^red  to  her  onr  right  to  estab- 
lish military  posta  in  any  region  to  which  she 
admits  OQT  right  to  be  the  "party  in  possession 
wtiile  treating  of  the  title."  Bbe  may  claim 
tliat  country ;  so  may  BnBsia,  France,  Spain ; 
.  bnt  would  either  of  them  dispute  our  right  to 
be  the  party  in  possession^  and  onr  sovereign 
right  to  fortify  our  possessions  ?  Onr  pnrpose 
In  establishing  a  miliary  post  is  in  strict  ao- 
oordanoe  with  the  object  of  onr  treaty — the 
"  only  object "  of  that  provision  being,  as  it  de- 
olarea,  "  to  prevent  disputes  and  differences  be- 
tween the  nigh  contracting  partiea."  These 
have  elreadv  begun ;  some  of  onr  traders  have 
been  cut  as,  where,  or  by  whom,  is  unknown, 
l)nt  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjecture  by  whose 
agency.  Plant  your  military  post  in  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Fort  George,  you  will  bear  no  more 
of  our  traders  being  out  off  in  the  interior ;  you 
win  protect  the  traders  of  ttoth  oonntriea,  and 
prevent  colIisLouB  between  them.  Great  Brit- 
ain certainly  cannot  ol^ject  to  a  measure  of  pre- 


caution and  humanity,  while  we  do  not  go 
beyond  that  region  to  which  she  has  si^etntuy 
conceded  onr  right  of  posseadon. 
Mr.  EvEBBi-r  said  he  should  deem  itanim- 


the  people  of  the  United  States,  that  the  leni- 
tory  in  question  was  of  little  otmuderation,  in 
the  judgment  of  the  House.  If^  in  ooosequeiwe 
of  misinformation,  or  want  of  infbnnstioo, 
such  a  result  shonld  be  produced,  the  qneitiai 
on  the  territory  would  stand  worse  than  if  it 
had  never  been  agitated.  It  was  for  this  res' 
son  that  he  was  indnoed  to  trouble  the  conk 
mittee  for  a  few  momenta.  The  gentlanm 
from  Virginia  (Mr.  Flotd)  had  yesterday  nut 
into  his  hands  a  worlc,  which  he  had  never  W 
fore  seen,  written  by  an  individoal  who  ea- 
toinly  possessed  ample  means  of  infOTmatioo, 
and  who,  like  the  oorrespondttit  of  tiie  gentle- 
man from  Missouri,  (Mr.  Biria,)  was  one  ef  the 
first  company  sent  out  by  Mr.  Astor  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Columbia.  Ae  work  in  qnestion 
appeared  to  be  substantially  the  Journal  kept 
by  him,  from  tbe  lime  of  his  sailing  frm  New 
York,  m  September,  1810,  till  his  retnni  htmt, 
after  the  dissolution  of  Mr.  Astor's  eataUisb- 
ment.  The  work  is  the  production  of  aCaua- 
dian  Frenchman,  and  though  without  preten- 
sions to  literary  merit,  is  probably  the  amplest 
acconnt  which  has  been  published  of  Mr.  Ai- 
(or's  establishment,  and  furnishes  oonudersbls 
information  with  respect  to  the  conntrj  on  the 
Columbia  Biver.  It  was  not  Mr.  E.'s  dceigu  to 
go  over  tbe  ground  in  detail,  but,  in  casting  bii 
eye  through  tbe  volume,  he  liad  noticed  a  few 
statements  which  he  thought  would  be  aoo^t«> 
hie  to  the  committeeL 

One  of  the  most  important  oonMderations,  in 
regard  to  this  re^on,  is  that  which  cooosmi 
tbe  harbor  at  the  month  of  the  Columbia  River, 
and  the  entrance  into  it  Our  navigation,  aad 
whale  fishery,  on  the  Pacific  Ocean,  are  vastW 
important  to  the  country ;  and,  as  he  had  stated, 
on  a  former  oooasian,  unless  we  hare  a  retreat 
into  the  Columbia  Biver,  or  the  other  hortwra 
in  this  territory,  there  is  not,  on  all  the  coast 
of  the  Pacific,  a  port  to  which  we  could  have 
reconrse  in  time  of  war.  The  property,  which, 
in  the  event  of  a  war,  would,  on  the  Padfio 
Ocean,  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  strongest  naval 
power,  would  exceed  by  ten  times  the  expense 
of  fortifying  the  month  of  the  Columbia  River. 
Now,  it  hu  been  represented,  in  this  debate, 
that  the  harbor  within  the  mouth  of  the  Co- 
lumbia River  was  nearly  iaaocesdble,  and  that, 
particularly  in  the  six  winter  monuis,  it  waa^ 
in  consequence  of  the  monsoona,  entirely  so. 
Mr.  E.  believed  this  to  be  qmte  an  erroneoes 
statement.  The  entrance  to  the  harbor  was 
nndonbtedly  one  of  considerable  difficulty, 
which  arose  from  the  heavy  surf  on  the  bu-, 
and  this  difBculty  was  of  conrae  greater  in  some 
states  of  the  wmd,  than  in  others.  But  he 
was,  he  believedj  warranted  in  saying,  that  tha 
winds  were  variable  in  this  region ;  and  that 
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Oa  Colombia  Birw  might  bo  «ot«red  at  all 
aeaaoos  of  the  jeu.  Bo  &r  &om  being  inao- 
«e»iUa  in  Vintw,  the  veael  which  corned  oat 
Mi.  Aster's  first  compa&j,  the  imfortan&te  ship 
Tonquin,  (of  whose  ute  a  very  interesting  tw- 
wuDC  is  contained  in  the  work  jnst  mentioned.) 
entered  the  month  of  OolumbUL,  with  consid- 
trable  diffioultj,  it  most  be  admitted,  on  the 
iSth  of  Uarch ;  Cnpt  Qi»J,  in  the  Oolombia, 
ent«r«d  it,  I  believe,  on  the  llth  or  lEth  of 
)hji  the  Beaver  arrived  on  tbe  Bth  Uay, 
leil  I  the  Aibatrosa  on  tbe  4th  Augost,  1612 ; 
the  Raccoon  a  British  ahip  of  war  of  twenty-six 
gaaa,  on  tbe  30th  of  November ;  the  Fedlar, 
on  the  SSth  of  Febmar^.  There  does  not  ap- 
ftu  aoj  thing  extraordma^  or  peonliar  in  the 
eises  of  the  foregoing  veeada,  which  seems  ac- 
cordiDglj  to  ahow  that  the  river  ia  accesBible 
It  sU  seasons  of  the  year.  It  is  to  be  Ixirne  in 
mind,  that  there  is  aa  yet  nothing^r  next  to 
nothiiig,  to  facilitate  the  entrance.  The  month 
of  tiie  Colombia  has  not  yet  found  its  way  into 
DOT  coast  pilots.  Valnable  soondinga  have 
hieii  made ;  bnt  even  these,  not  to  the  extent 
lo  which  they  are  generally  made  in  the  waters 
of  coiiQtriea  long  settled.  There  aie  no  light 
hooMi,  no  baojft,  no  landmarka  well  aaoer- 
lused,  and  no  pilots.  A  atrange  vessel  ap- 
prosching  almost  any  harbor,  that  of  Beaton, 
Silt  iiiaUDC«,  with  imperfect  charts,  withoat  a 
deKription  of  tho  channel,  and  withoat  a  pilot, 
mi^t  carry  awa;  the  impression,  that  it  was  a 
terj  difficult  harbor  to  make.  What  would 
the  Darigation  of  the  Uersey,  and  the  entrance 
to  the  port  of  Ijverpoul  (the  greatest  oentre  of 
utigation)  b^  without  any  of  the  boilitiea  al' 
Inded  to  t  On  this  intileot,  I  camiot  bat  refer 
tbe  committeo  to  the  statements  made,  and  the 
MihoritiM  collected,  by  Mr.  Baylies,  of  MassB' 
diiuettd,  in  his  report  from  a  Select  Committee 
CD  ihia  mbject,  at  the  oommencement  of  the 
jnt  session  of  tjte  nlDeleentb  Oongress.  What- 
ntr  the  dlfficolty  might  be,  it  was  well  remark- 
fA  by  Vr.  Baylies,  that  it  would  tnrn  to  the 
■JraDtsge  of  the  TTnited  States.  Possessing 
the  rapariority  of  the  local  knowledge  of  tbe 
htrbor,  DOT  small  trading  ships  wonld  find  in 
il  >  Becnre  retreat  from  foreign  vessels  of  war, 
Icii  icqaainted  with  the  entrance  and  less  able 
to  croag  the  bar.  It  will  also  be  recollected, 
Ihu  alt  the  objections  made  apply  to  the  mouth 
o!  tbe  Colombia  Biver,  and  that  Port  Discov- 
n^i  k  degree  or  two  further  to  the  north  and 

rlj  within  oar  rightful  limits,  is  oniversally 
[ted  to  be  one  of  the  best  ports  m  the 
lorld.  And  even  the  month  of  the  Oolombia 
Biter,  villi  fix  tbe  difficulties  and  hazards  of 

III  eatrauce,  is  the  regolar  inlet  of  the  sappliea, 
•mi  ontlel  of  tbe  peltries  of  the  region  drained 
IjJ  the  Columbia  and  its  northern  branches, 

IV  trade  is  aa  regolsr  as  any  in  tbe  world. 
NcULer  is  the  climate  as  nngenial  and  dreary 
u  it  his  been  represented,  or  as  gentlemen 
?jghi  infer  from  the  high  northern  latitude, 
^lere  ta,  on  the  contrary,  no  doubt  that  it  is 
bun  lis  to  ten  degrees  milder  than  the  climate 


of  the  same  parallel  of  latitnde  on  the  eastern 
coast  of  the  continent.  It  is  a  &ict,  almost  too 
fiuDiliar  to  be  repeated,  that,  other  Uinga  bring 
equal,  BDch  is  slways  the  case  on  the  western 
side  of  a  oontjnent,  compared  with  the  eastern. 
Tbe  island  of  Great  Bntain,  fbr  instauoe,  por- 
tions of  which  eigoy  an  exceedingly  mild  cli- 
mate, are  comprehended  within  the  same  par- 
allel as  Labrador,  one  of  the  most  inhospitable 
regions  of  the  globe.  The  month  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Elver  Is  very  nearly  in  the  latatade  of 
the  Boathem  portion  of  tbe  Qnlf  of  St.  Law- 
rence; and  while,  from  these  latter  waters, 
proceed  the  enormoiu  raoontdns  of  ice  so  dan- 
geroas  to  the  navigation  of  tbe  Atlsiitio  coast, 
when  they  have  been  carried  down  to  a  lower 
latitude,  the  thermometer,  it  is  said,  rarely  de- 
scends below  the  freezing  point,  at  the  moDlJi 
of  tbe  Oolombia.  Tbe  writer  to  whom  I  have 
alluded  above,  makes  the  following  remark ; 

"  From  the  time  of  our  arrival  on  the  ColumUa 
Biver,  we  had  expected  that  the  winter  would  be 
■Iwut  as  rigorous  aa  that  lo  which  we  had  been  ac- 
imsteined  in  tbe  same  latitode.  Bat  we  were  soon 
undeceived.  Tbe  inllilniNni  of  the  climate  did  not 
allow  us  to  bring  titiii  meat  from  Wolamat  to  As- 
toria." 

On  a  mbaeqnent  page  it  is  observed : 

"  During  three  years  that  I  paiaed  at  the  Oolom- 
bia River,  the  cold  searoe  ever  went  below  the  treei- 
Ing  point,  and  I  do  not  think  the  heat  ever  roae  above 
leventy-five  or  sevenly-dx  degrees." 

When  we  recollect  that,  in  the  aame  latitudes, 
on  the  eastern  side  of  the  continent,  a  long  and 
intensely  cold  winter  is  followed  by  a  short 
summer,  dnring  a  part  of  which  the  thermom- 
eter sometimes  rises  above  the  oue-handredth 
degree,  we  must  admit  that,  in  this  respect,  the 
region  in  question  is  itivorably  circnmstaQoed. 
The  rainy  season^  instead  of  lasting  six  months, 
as  I  think  it  baa  been  said  in  this  debate  to  do, 
is  said  by  this  snthor  to  prevail  from  the  beg^- 
ning  of  Ootober  to  the  end  of  December. 

In  regard  to  the  fertility  of  the  soil,  a  con- 
aiderable  diversity  of  statement  seems  to  exist. 
The  gentieman  from  Vissoori.  (Mr.  Bates,)  on 
the  strength  of  respectable  anljiorities,  had  rep- 
resented It  aa  a  region  of  almost  unexampled 
sterility.  Qentiemen  who  will  turn  to  the  re- 
ports of  the  Select  Committee,  in  1BS6,  will 
there  find  representations,  seemingly  anthentio, 
of  an  opposite  character.  The  tmth,  no  doubts 
as  to  the  general  character  of  the  country,  will 
be  found  in  a  medium  between  the  two  ac- 
counts, and  either  acconnt  is  probably  correct, 
in  reference  to  particnlar  parts  of  these  reffiona 
— tbe  summits  of  mountains,  the  predpitons 
banks  of  rivers,  and  meadows  overflowed  by 
tbe  tide,  and  of  com^e  im£t  for  cultivation. 
On  the  contrary',  we  have  tbe  best  information 
that  extensive  valleys  and  tracts  of  level  land, 
and  some  of  the  islands  in  the  Oolumbia  River, 
are  well  wooded,  or  otherwise  evidently  fertile. 
The  writer  whom  I  have  already  quoted,  men- 
tions some  facta,  from  which  we  are  authorized 
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to  Infer  tluit  there  ia,  in  portions,  at  least,  of 
tite  ooantrj,  a  Boil  which,  nnder  BQoh  &  climate 
as  we  know  to  exiet  there,  most  be  abnnduitlj 
adeqaate  to  the  pnrposee  of  hiubandry.  Thoa, 
be  Bays: 

"nienirface  of  the  m^  in  the  TKUeyi  conilBta  of 
a  Btmtum  of  ftn  or  dx  inohee  of  dork  Tcgstable 
earth,  reating  on  another  of  gray  earth,  sxtremelj 
cold.'* 

ThiA,  oert^nl;,  will  not  compare  with  thoae 
regions  of  the  United  States  wbiob  posseea  a 
vegetable  soil  of  several  feet  in  depth ;  but  in 
New  England,  I  believe,  the  farmerB  would 
veiy  generally  oomponnd  for  dz  inches  of  TeK- 
etable  soil,  let  the  sab-soU  be  what  it  would. 
It  is  tme,  as  was  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Missonri,  (Mr.  Bates,)  and  as  is  also  stated  in 
the  work  of  Fninchere,  that  Mr.  Astor's  party 
were  not  very  anccessfnl  in  their  agrionltnral 
attempts.  Of  the  vegetables  and  seeds  which 
they  planted,  nothing  oame  to  mstority  bnt 
rsdishea,  tnmips,  and  potatoes.  The  tomips 
were  of  prodigious  size :  one  of  them  was  found 
to  wei^h  over  fifteen  nonnds.  From  the  failore 
of  tbeir  garden,  Mr.  Franchere  draws  the  in- 
ference that  the  soil  along  the  banks  of  the  Co- 
lombia was  not  adapted  to  the  porpoeee  of  hns- 
bsndry.    It  wonld  seem  more  natoral,  how- 
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over,  to  ascribe  this  failnre  to  a  want  of 


agp- 


onltural  ekill  in  the  party ;  to  their  occnpatu 
in  other  pnrsnits ;  or  to  their  having  chosen  a 
garden  spot  ill-ad^ted  to  that  object  At  all 
events,  in  a  mUd  chmate,  it  is  not  possible  that 
a  soil,  covered  with  various  kinds  of  foreet  trees 
which  we  know  to  exist  in  this  re^on,  ahonld 
not  also  admit  most  of  the  other  vegetable  prod- 
ucts of  the  temperate  zone. 

The  general  aQ>eot  of  the  oonntiy  on  the 
banks  of  the  river  is  nnqnestionably  that  of  fer- 
tility and  beanty.  Mr.  Astor'a  party  on  ar- 
riving in  the  month  of  March,  foond  the  season 
forward.  Speaking  under  date  of  the  12th 
April,  Mr.  Franchere  says : 


o  appear ;  Ihs  earth  wm  covered  with  verdure ;  the 
weather  wm  aupeth,  and  aU  natnre  was  imilhig.'' 

No  donbt,  aa  thia  author  preeently  atatfiA,  the 
long  confinement  of  the  party,  in  a  wintry  voy- 
age aronnd  Cape  Horn,  made  every  thing  ap- 
pear donbly  beantifol.  They  were  last,  liow- 
ever;  from  tiie  Sandwich  lalands.  In  describiog 
an  exonrrioa  subsequently  made  into  the  in- 
terior, he  nses  this  langnage : 

"Our  guide  made  ns  enter  a  little  river,  on  the 
bank  of  which  we  found  a  suitable  place  to  en- 
camp, under  the  oaks,  and  unidtt  fiowers.  Ascend- 
ing the  river  the  neit  day,  wa  found  a  village,  the 
most  beautifully  situBted  in  the  world,  in  a  verdant 
plain,  covered  with  every  Bpecies  of  flowers,  and  en- 
closed bj  superb  grovea  of  oak.  The  freslmesa  and 
beauty  of  this  spot,  which  nature  seemed  to  have 
adorned  and  enriched  with  ber  beet  Kins,  contrasted 
in  the  most  striking  maoner  vith  the  poverty  and 
filth  of  its  inhabitants,  and  I  regretted  that  it  lud 
not  fallen  to  the  lot  of  civiliied  men." 


I  have  gone  into  tbeee  refbrenees  and  dia- 
tiona,  because  no  printed  sonrce  of  Infbimito 
seems  more  anthentio  than  that  tnm  whidi 
they  are  taken ;  and  becaoae  it  wenii  to  prort 
that,  though  the  re^on  watered  by  tbt  mtin 
stream,  the  Oolimibia,  ia  probably  not  one  of 
extraordinary  Bgricnltoral  promise,  it  mut  be 
very  far  removed  from  that  genual  alite  «( 
desdation  and  sterility  In  wluoh  it  has  bsa 
described. 

Ifr.  BatiOj  ot  lOaaonri,  add  that,  many 
pointed  allosiona  faaving  been  made,  duriot 
the  debate,  to  the  obserratioDS  which  ha  bd 
made  on  a  forma?  day,  he  ahonld  <HNe  mm 
trouble  the  Eonse  for  tiie  potpose  of  ofofog  i 
few  words  in  eiplanatitai.  It  was  entirely  un- 
necessary to  enlarge  on  the  importance  (n  tba 
snbjeat,  for  he  wonld  tell  them  to  loct  at  tlit 
map,  and  they  wonld  see  that  the  UU  propostd 
an  extent  of  ooimtrj  almost  as  large  si  tht 
whole  of  the  old  thirteen  StatM;  and  ecm- 
prised  of  regions,  many  parta  of  which,  if  ic- 
nabitod  at  all,  were  inhabited  by  savagts. 
Much  has  been  siud  of  the  frequent  reeurrHice 
of  murders  by  the  Indians ;  bnt  he  must  uj, 
that,  though  no  man  could  deplore  these  mel- 
ancholy events  more  than  he  did,  (and  be  had 
cause  to  deplore  them,  many  persona  wilk 
whom  he  had  been  aoquainted  having  at  viri- 
ons times  been  maaaaored  by  them,)  ycL  dst- 
ertheleae,  he  taw  nothing  to  be  snrioised  at  in 
the  oironmBtanoe.  Many  (dtdiens  had  been  re- 
cently killed  by  the  Pawnee  Indians,  on  the 
road  between  the  Banta  Fe  and  IDasonri, 
close  npoD  the  frontiers  of  that  State;  wliy 
then  feel  amazement  that  such  atrociliee  wen 
perpetrated  at  a  distanoe  &r  removed  from  the 
reach  of  the  arm  of  Jnatioe  !  And  how  ceoM 
that  House  obviate  the  posedlnji^of  ftrtore  oe- 
cnrrencea  of  that  desoriptioii  I  What  monl  «f- 
feot  oonld  their  legislation  upon  the  soliject  !>« 
attended  with !  Oonld  it  extend  a  salutary  eoa- 
trol  over  the  nnahaekled  ndnds  and  nnahaeUed 
bodies  of  those  wild  barbariaiul     OertaiDly 

There  was  anoUter  oironmataooe  which  d*- 
served  their  grave  and  serioas  refieotjcoi,  beftm 
they  ooold  arrive  at  the  neoeaeity  of  ue  bQL 
Most  of  thoae  lamented  events  lud  been  pn>- 
dnood  by  the  agency  of  cansea  which  operit«d 
equally  over  all  himian  nature — robbery  wu 
the  motive.  The  irrerastible  temptation  of- 
,  ,., ,  ...  ,  ttopos- 
tnam. 


fered  to  those  rude  children  of  the  foreat 
BOSS  themselves  of  the  property  of  the 


was  the  motive ot  tiie  deatructiDn ot  nuoT''' 
the  whites  who  perished  in  thoee  regitHU.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  ^Ir.  Flotd)  bad  il- 
Inded  to  the  oironmstaiioes  attending  the  km 
of  men  attached  to  Gen.  Ashley's  party.  Thai 
gentleman  was  a  personal  friend  <a  his,  and  he 
was  well  acquainted  with  all  the  oironmatanoes. 
Two  of  his  men,  who  commanded  smaU  P*^^ 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  individnals,  were  Bnrprised 
by  the  Indians,  and  with  the  exception  of  one 
hunter,  who  was  engaged  at  a  distance  in  pre 
paring  breakfast  fyi  hb  oompanim^  all  man*- 
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crcd.  Th«  indocement  to  this  horrid  alangbtei 
vu  the  vaJnabie  cargo  of  fiira,  to  the  smonDt, 
be  nsdentood,  of  more  than  twentj  thoagand 
dollars,  witb  which  the^  were  then  retumiog 
front  the  coD&try  be^rond  the  Rock^  Moun- 
liina.  It  wM  an  incontestable  fact  which,  it 
«D<Jd  be  »een,  bore  stronglj  on  the  questioo 
before  the  Houae,  that  more  property  was  lost, 
and  won  lives  were  eaorificed,  in  one  year,  in 
the  eitj  of  London,  or  even  in  the  citj  ot  Parie, 
(the  Utter  of  which  great  cities  bore  no  pro- 
portiDn  to  the  former  in  the  enormity  and  nam- 
oer  of  its  crimes,) — it  was,  he  said,  demonstra- 
ble, that  robberj  and  asgassination  were  more 
frequent  and  prevalent  in  those  two  great  cap- 
Uab  of  the  moat  powerful  nations  of  Europe, 
EugUnd  and  France,  (the  latter  of  which,  in 
ptitjealar,  had  always  been  celebrated  for  the 
noeqiudled  vigilanoe  of  its  police,)  than  in  the 
wildest  and  most  desolate  regions  of  the  North 
Ameriein  part  of  the  continent.  Then  why 
(bt  asked)  should  it  be  addnced  as  an  argn- 
nent  in  &vor  of  that  bill,  that  the  measures 
proposed  by  it  would,  in  the  event  of  its  b 
cmied  into  execntion,  pnt  a  final  termint 
(0  the  excesses  of  those  miserable  and  benight- 
td  uragwt  Mr.  B.  then  referred  to  the  state- 
meat  of  the  indlvidnal  from  Montreal,  and  of  Mr. 
^iboD  P.  Hont.  They  might  be  tme,  said  he, 
to  1  oertain  ext«xit — but  the;  were,  if  taken  on 
the  whde,  dftlnaiona — not  iittenlional  or  wil- 
ful ddonoDS,  he  finnljr  believed.  He,  himselt 
nigbt  sappose^  or  even  go  near  to  admit  the 
(»cx,  that  the  valleys  were  beantJAil  in  appear- 
mce;  dothed  with  verdure ;  smiling  with  the 
Nriicst  prodnetiona  of  Spring ;  perhaps,  as  the 

rtleoun  from  Hsssnehnsetts  bad  observed  in 
qaotadona,  enamelled  with  the  brightest  of 
Bowsn,  aod  irrigated  by  the  most  crystal  of 
vttoa.  Bnt  what  was  to  be  fbnnded  npon 
Bch  bases  I  The  bounty  of  nature  in  those  re- 
gioiswas  perfectly  iUusory.  The  excellences  of 
kQ  ud  chmate  which  he  had  feebly  attempted 
todewribe,  and  which  certainly  were  confined 
to  iht  Tusiug  of  escident  roots,  were  limited  in 
tbar  eitant,  tranrntory  in  their  nature,  and 
Mtf  indeed  in  their  duration.  Those  vslleyS, 
ri»hicb  so  mncb  had  l>een  said,  were  annool- 
itinnadaled — in  the  month  of  June  they  were 
biTwiahly,  as  he  had  before  stated,  snbmei^ed 
n  dwp  wate^arising  from  the  melting  of  the 
'■K")'.  The  Hoaae  should  not  confound  that 
T'Wion  with  matters  of  oommorce,  witb  which 
it  bid  DO  neceaaary  cotmection,  and  thereby 
pn  1  fsctitioas  im|>ortance  to  a  subject  in  his 
tifwoa  altogether  worthlese.  After  some  fur- 
tHT  observatiDnB,  Mr,  B.  said  he  cordially  con- 
vBnd  in  the  propriety  of  diminishing  the  Brit- 
lA  inSoeDoe  over  tie  Indians,  with  whom  the 
tainm  of  the  United  Sut«8  were  continually 
^awtMst.  Bnt  how  was  that  to  be  done  I 
""Ti  let  them  pnt  an  end  to  the  intercourse 
cvnsd  OB  between  the  British  and  the  Indians 
WOM  the  Canadian  frontiers,  and  then  that 
flottse  and  the  conntr?  would  hear  no  more  of 
maim  pwpetrated  by  savages,  armed  with 
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British  rifles  of  recent  manufacture — with  rifles 
bearing  on  their  locks  the  stamp  of  1824.  To 
return  to  the  question  before  them.  Let  the 
House  take  the  pains  to  collect  the  necessary 
information,  before  fixing  npon  a  permanent 
bams  their  relations  with  a  people  compara- 
tively nnknown,  and  certainly  wild,  uncivilized 
and  barbarous.  Let  them  not  establish  a  prec- 
edent, which,  in  after  times,  might  be  follow- 
ed, to  tbe  destruction  of  the  republic.  In  the 
course  of  those  couTulsions  ana  revolutions  to 
which,  it  appeared  probable,  their  neighbors 
on  the  southern  part  of  the  continent  would 
have  to  pass  through,  the  ambition  of  the 
United  States — if  they  might  learn  from  the 
experience  of  past  ages,  even  republics  were 
ambitions — ^would,  it  was  within  the  compass  of 
human  probability,  lead  them  to  look  to  a  farther 
and  wider  extension  of  their  power.  Was 
there  no  such  place  as  the  island  of  Cuba — an 
island  lying  off  the  Qulf  of  Mexico,  command- 
ing the  debauehe  of  the  Mississippi,  and  being, 
therefore,  the  key  of  the  whole  trade  of  the 
West!  Were  there  not  such  fair  domains  to 
grasp  at,  OS  some  desirable  parts  of  Mexico  and 
Colimibiat  He  begged  the  House  to  reflect 
upon  snch  things ;  to  take  into  their  most  dis- 
creet and  nave  consideration  the  im^drtonce  of 
tioa  and  the  momentous  consequen- 
i  might  result  upon  it;  and  then  to 
say  collectively  tfl  the  nation,  and  individually 
to  their  oouBtituenta,  whether  the  passage  of 
that  bill  would  conduce  to  the  interests  of  the 

M>.  Taylob  tioA  be  had  no  desire  to  nnder- 
value  the  territory  in  qnestlon,  although  the 

most  authentic  occonnts  concerning  it,  which 
be  had  been  able  to  examioe,  induced  him  Xa 
believe  it  widely  different  A-om  the  "  terrestrial 
paradise,"  which  it  hod  been  represented  by  the 
writer  introduced  by  the  gentleman  from  Mas- 
sachusetts, (Mr,  EvzBBTT.)  The  information 
immnnicated  to  this  committee  by  the  gentle- 
an  ftata  Missouri,  (Mr.  Bates,)  was  derived 
from  sources  of  great  respectability.  It  was 
sufficient,  at  least,  to  teach  us  caution ;  to  send 
explorers  before  wc  take  military  possession  of 
the  country  by  the  erection  of  forts.  But^  ad- 
mitting it  to  be  a  good  country,  capable  of  re- 
warding the  industry  and  enterprise  of  our 
traders,  does  it  follow  that  we  ought  t«  erect 
forts  and  gairison  them  with  troops  1  What 
is  our  actual  situation  in  r^srd  to  this  territo- 
ry !  The  treaty  of  1818,  between  the  United 
States  and  Oreat  Britain,  failed  to  define  the 
limits  between  the  two  Governments.  Both 
clumed  title  to  it,  and  to  prevent  disputes,  it  was 
agreed  thatit  should  remain  free  and  open  to  the 
oitiiens  and  subjects  of  the  respective  powers 
for  ten  years.  That  provision  has  recently 
been  renewed  for  on  indefinite  time,  reserving 
to  each  Qovemment  a  right  to  l«rmmate  it  by 
giving  twelve  montbs'  notice.  Until  such  time, 
neither  party  is  entitled  to  exclusive  possession.. 
Now,  I  ask,  what  possession  can  be  more  ex- 
dnuve  than  that  which  oonsista  in  buildiDg 


dbyGoogle 


a  OT  R.} 

forte  with  our  uational  trwaore,  «nd  garrium- 
in^  them  witit  our  Dational  troops  I  I  view 
thia  matter  (s^d  Ifr.  T.)  very  different  from 
the  defeaoea  erected  by  traders,  to  protaot 
them  in  their  bnsineas  at  trapping  and  hoct- 
bg,  ag^iiat  &e  videnoe  of  aavaget  or  rivals. 
'Wliat«ver  may  be  the  relative  righCa  Xa  thia 
connliTi  of  tiie  Uiiitod  States  and  Orest  Brit- 
ain, so  or  as  preeent  poaseesion  is  oonoemed, 
we  have  agreed  to  be  teoaiitB  in  oonunon.  No 
act  osn  be  ri^tftilly  done  by  one  party,  which 
may  not  with  equal  propriety  be  done  by  the 
other.  If  we  may  ereot  a  fort  cm  the  Oolnm- 
bia  Kver,  Qntl  Britain  may  do  the  same. 
The  words  of  the  tnaty  apply  to  every  part  of 
the  territory-  I  pn;  your  attenlioD  to  the 
phraseoIi^Cy : 

"It  Is  agreed  tliat  any  country  that  may  be 
dalmed  by  either  party,  on  the  MorthweM  Coast  of 
Amertes,  wettwsrd  of  the  BMaj  Honntahu,  ihall, 
U^ther  with  its  haibois,  baya,  and  oceeks,  and  the 
nangation  ef  all  riren  within  the  same,  be  fMe  sod 
open  to  the  vnaaHhi,  oitlien^  and  snttjeota,  of  the 
two  powers,  It  btfng  well  mderstood  that  this 
•Kreement  is  not  to  Im  eonatnied  t«  the  pt^odiee 
Many  claim  wlikfa  either  of  the  two  high  contract- 
ing paitiea  may  bate  (O  any  part  of  the  said  eonntry, 
norahaUitbe  takentoaAot  theelsimof  any  other 
power  or  state  to  any  part  of  the  sdd  country ;  the 
onlj  ol^ect  of  the  h^  oontraoting  paidea,  In  that 
reipect,  being  to  weveot  diapotea  aod  d^erencea 
among  themselves." 

Do  gentlemen  agree  that  Great  Brit^  hu  a 
right  to  bnild  a  natjonat  fortrees  on  the  sooth 
side  of  the  OolnmbU,  and  to  garrison  it  with 
British  troops  t  No,  they  do  not.  They  pro- 
test agidnst  it  They  taj^  of  natdonal  honor, 
and  defending  onr  title  to  the  last  extremity. 
Bnt  they  seem  to  (brget  that  the  qneetion  of 
title  is  in  abeyanoe,  if  I  may  so  speak,  and  most 
remain  so  wlule  the  treaty  is  in  foroe  regnlat- 
ing  the  possesalon.  I  compare  this  territory  to 
a  waste  or  open  oommon,  lying  between  two 
manors.  The  [woprietoraof  eadi  oLsim  titleto 
the  whole;  they  attempt  to  agree  an  a  divis- 
ion; various  propodtiona  are  mtde  and  reject- 
ed; and  finally  it  is  agreed  to  oconpy  Jointly, 
for  the  preemt,  reserving  &  right  to  eatm, 
whenever  he  shall  think  proper,  on  reaswable 
notioe,  to  dissolve  the  Joliit  possession,  and  en- 
foroe  his  separate  title  in  his  own  way.  If  dur- 
ing the  contimiance  of  this  agreement,  either 
party  shonld  enclose  a  portion  of  the  oommon 
for  his  separate  use,  or  strensthen  himself  in  its 
poeseasion,  so  that  he  oodIq  hold  ont  against 
right,  if  the  title  should  be  adjudged  in  the  oth- 
er, in  my  opinion  he  wonld  Iw  a  violator  of  the 
oompaot.  In  this,  in  our  tbrifUees  haste  to  col- 
onize tliia  vltima  TfuiU  of  bnunescL  I  tiiink 
we  are  begmning  at  the  wrong  atA  of  America 
— nay,  not  of  America— l>iit  of  the  habitable 
earth ;  we  seem  to  overloc^  the  natorel  order 
of  things.  If  the  treaty  is  found  to  be  i^Jnri- 
ons  to  the  United  States,  nothing  b  easier  than 
to  get  rid  of  it.  A  short  notioe  to  the  British 
Government  will  enable  as  to  take  onr  own 


ABBID&MENT  OP  THB 


oonrse  in  this  matter,  free,  at  least,  from  tlie 
impntation  of  bad  faith.  Suppose,  hcwtisr, 
the  b'eaty  to  be  set  aside,  and,  oonfidsnt  ia  our 
title  to  the  comitry,  we  detMtoioed  to  ctmI 
tbrts  for  the  porpoee  of  defending  our  oitimis 
against  aggreseion ;  what  proteetlon  ooeld  a 
fort  at  the  monUi  of  the  OolomlHa  aflbrd  to 
traden  and  trappers,  foor  or  five  hnndred  milM 
distant,  in  a  mgged  and  almost  nnpasssbU  wil- 
derness? Snrely  none,  either  against  a  earuen' 
a  British  rivaL  Avarice  and  revenge,  ta  here- 
tofore, wonld  oontinne  to  peipetrate  deeds  of 
blood,  and  find  impnnity  in  tbe  de^  raccMS 
of  the  foreat.  Is  it  wonderfnl  thst  mniden 
are  committed  in  the  Indian  ooontryt  Wb« 
does  not  knowwith  what  deadly  bate  the  tread 
of  a  wlute  bimter  Is  lieard  by  the  Indisn  witch- 
ing his  trspst  The  deer  and  the  bnflUabd* 
away  before  tbe  mareh  t>f  dviliuiioii,  and  tbt 
hnngry  savage,  turning  his  back  on  the  bouM 
of  bis  fothm  vexed  by  the  ploD^juhsre  rf  hii 
abbUTemoa,  directs  his  indignant  step*  toirudi 
the  setting  enn. 

Ur.  OuosEixHa  renlied  to  his  edti^H 
who  inqnired  how  a  military  poet  at  Uie  moUh 
of  the  Colombia  oonid  protect  our  traden  hun- 
dreds of  miles  in  the  interior ;  how  wwe  tbef 
ont  off!  that  it  was  by  the  secret  agmcf  ot  tba 
Hndson  Bay  Oompanj.  Eatabliih  yovrpcHa 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Fort  George,  and  our 
traders  will  not  be  '"—'"g.  Tliey  wiU  go  )■ 
perfect  seoority,  from  the  momitains  to  thai 
post,  whenever  the  Hndson  Bay  Oompanj 
know  that  there  is  a  power  at  hand  to  prolei^ 
them  agtinst  the  authors  of  each  atrodties. 
Too  mnoh  bad  been  o(moeded  to  Great  Biitaii 
in  the  debate ;  even  more  than  she  hovelf  jhs- 
tended  to  claim.  The  oonnti?,  it  waa  Uv», 
was,  by  the  tnaty,  "free  and  open"  to  the 
traders  of  both  tudlona;  bnt  the  right*  sod 
claims  of  lioth  parties  were  not  changed  is 
any  manner  whatever;  our  right  to  posseMois 
whioh  oarried  with  it  the  t^ht  to  eatsUiab 
miUtary  posts  to  prevent  massaoree  in  that  »■ 
sitH);  and  her  mere  claim,  whioh  gave  to  Giest 
BritMn  no  right  whatever  to  establish  a  sani 
son,  or  place  a  cannon,  within  the  booDoirits 
of  that  oonntry,  the  possession  ttf  which  A» 
had  formerly  conceded  to  the  United  HaUe 


WunrasDi.T,  January  7. 
Sla/Bery  in  tht  Siilriet  qf  Oalumbia. 

The  qaestion  recurring  on  the  motion  of  Hr. 
WioxurvB,  to  strike  oat  the  preamble  to  tht 
resolation  offered  by  Hr.  Miner,  on  the  subject 
of  slavery  within  the  District  of  Columbia — 

Ur.  IbmB  oonlinoed  his  remarki^  cut  ^ort 
yesterday.  Itr.  U.,  in  commencing  ius  speech, 
observed  that,  as  doubts  bad  been  expressed  of 
tlie  correctness  of  the  allegations  set  forth  in 
the  preamble,  it  beoame  his  duty  to  the  fionse 
to  ahow  that  they  were  well  foonded.  Hi) 
purpose  in  presenttng  the  matter  in  thia  form 
was,  to  arrest  the  attention  of  the  Hons^  by 
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J,  in  the  narrowest  oompaaa  in  his 
nmrtt,  «oiii«  general  priuoi^lea  and  striking 
uota,  beuiikg  apoa  the  solyeoL  In  the  firat 
pl«c«^  (nid  St.  VL,)  I  b^ve  Mt  forth  the  oon- 
ctiCntioiial  power  of  Oongnw  over  Qiia  Dutriot. 
On  this  point,  I  mu>poBe  there  o&n  be  no  di^r- 
«nae  rf  opinion.  In  article  1,  section  8,  of  the 
eutttitatioiii,  it  ia  dtdared  that  Oongreas  shall 
bin  powor  "to  szerdw  «zciariYe  legislation, 
is  lU  rannn  whatsoever,  over  snoh  dia&iot  (not 
•UMdiag  ten  miles  ■qnare)  as  ma;,  bf  cesdon 
of  putiaalar  States  and  tiie  aooeptanoe  of 
Ccamm,  become  the  seat  of  GoTemment  of 
tiia  United  States,"  The  words  are  taHL  dear, 
nod  ezpHat.  The  power  extends  to  "legisla- 
tion in  an  oases  whatsoever."  Wa,  tiiereibre, 
■re  the  looal  as  well  as  general  Legialatiire 
bare.  Karjlond  has  no  longer  any  authoritjr ; 
Vinioia  has  no  longer  tnj  legUlatiTe  power 
witun  tlie  Dittriot.  If  evils  exist,  we  alone 
can  remedy  them.  If  iqjttstioe  and  oppression 
prevail,  we  are  alcme  responuble. 

And  here  (said  Ur.  H.)  I  would  most  ear- 
neatly  impress  npon  the  Hoose,  that  tliose  who 
soAr  evua  which  Ui«f  alone  hare  the  power 
to  prevent,  are  soooantable  for  these  evils. 
The  le^datnre  tliat  permits  bad  laws  to  re- 
main in  foroe,  is  not  less  responsible,  before 
God  aiid  the  world,  for  the  injostioe  that  re- 
aolts  from  them,  than  the  le^slature  that  en- 
ads  u^nst  laws,  or  the  Qovemment  that  per- 
prtratea  iqjosCioeL    I  am  aware,  Ai,  that  the 
mljeet  ot  daver;  is  one  of  great  delieaoy,  ez- 
dting  strong  filings  whenever  it  is  mentioned ; 
bit  it  exists  here,  and  ezeroisee  a  large  infln- 
■loe  in  the  District;   jet,  since  the  Federal 
OoTenuoent  was  established  in  this  plaoe^  it 
iiai  been  almost  whdlj  Defected.    lUrjlaad, 
ia  the  liberal  spirit  of  the  ag&  has  softened  the 
Wabtr  features  of  her  Uwa  in  req>ect  to  this 
dta  itf  pwaonL    Bot  the  ameliorating  inflii' 
nee  ia  lur  atatatea  extends  not  within  the  lim- 
it* ibe  has  ceded  to  tu.    The  code  of  Yirginia, 
I  bdlevei  has  nndergone  salutorj  mooifica- 
bot.     Onr  legislation  has  left  the  sabject 
■ben  we  fonnd  it  nearly  thirty  yearB  ago. 
Oaitleinen  firmn  the  Sonth  did  not  feel  it  to  be 
lUrda^  to  move  in  the  matter;  gentlemen 
from  the  nortb,  seeing  it  created  so  mnch  ex- 
dtement  whenever  mentioned,  have  psfised  it 
br.    \a  oonseqnence  oi  this  neglect,  as  I  shall 
i^ow  yon,  have  grown  ntmierons  oormptions, 
leadiog  to  cruelty  and  iqjostioe  that  ought  no 
laaoer  to  1>e  tolerated. 

A>d  here  |iennit  me  to  remark,  sir,  that  the 
txtrene  seaattiveneas  euppoeed  to  enst  when- 
•Tw  davery  is  mentioned,  ooght  not,  in  my 
MpMat,  (o  prevaiL  It  is  a  great  politioal  io- 
tttM  in  the  cmmtry,  which  the  prescient  eye 
of  the  '*f*'— "ft"  oannot  fjul  intenMly  to  regard. 
Ooofioliig  myself  to  this  District,  slavery  ei- 
iM  bera^  and  while  it  exists,  mngt  be  regulated. 
Sooter  or  later  it  mnst  become  the  subject  of 
ntr  le^slotion.  Now,  to  my  mind,  there  is 
sothiag  more  clear  than  tUs,  tliat  every  anb- 
Ject  having  a  broad  political  bearing,  or  which 


it  is  oar  dnty  to  regnlate  by  legislation,  on^^t 
in  these  hollB,  ocnseorated  to  the  freedom  of 
debate,  to  be  spoken  of  by  members  tteely,  fa- 
miliarly, and  without  even  the  apprehension  of 
giving  pun  or  offence.  Certamly  thia,  like 
every  other  matter,  should  be  discussed  in  a 
snit^le  temper,  and  with  a  proper  deference 
for  the  opinions^  and  delicacj  for  the  feeliogi, 
of  those  who  entertcun  different  sentimenta. 
As  it  regards  slavery  and  the  slave  trad«^  aa 
they  prevdl  within  this  District,  having  exam- 
ined the  snly'eot  with  care,  having  visited  yoor 
prisons  and  other  scenes  of  wretchedness,  as 
one  of  the  local  legialatnra,  I  have  felt  it  my 
dnty  to  bring  the  subject  to  your  notice,  in  a 
manner  best  calcnlated  to  awoken  your  atten- 
tion to  the  evils  that  exisL 

Among  the  allegations  in  the  preamble  are 
these:  That  slave-dealers,  gaiiung  oonfiMnoe 
from  impunity,  have  made  the  seat  of  the  Fed- 
eral Qovemment  thdr  head-qnarters  for  carry- 
ing on  the  domestic  slave  trade ;  that  the  pubUe 
prisons  have  been  extensively  used  for  carry' 
ing  6a  the  domestic  slave  trade ;  and  that  of- 
ficers of  the  Federal  Government  have  bees 
employe^  and  derived  oncdnments,  from  oairy- 
ing  on  tliiB  toaffic.  Bf  papers  famished  me  by 
the  kemer,  it  M;>pean  that  there  were  eeat  to 
prison  for  safe-Keeping,  that  Is,  aa  well  nndar- 
stood,  for  sales  "■'^  imprisoned  as  mnaways : 


Baft  kHplBti     TtiMB,  np  h  nBnn7«, 


IdISM, 

ISSe,         -  1X4 

1820  and  1837,  IM 

JSU,       -  BI 


DebtoiB,  and  persons  chafed  with  criminal 
oStooea,  en  coarse  are  not  incladed  in  this  state- 
ment. So  that  it  would  appear  that  in  tiie 
last  five  years,  more  than  four  hundred  and  Sf> 
ty  persons  had  been  confined  in  the  public  pris> 
on  of  the  city — a  prison  onder  the.  control  of 
Oongress,  and  regulated  by  its  laws — for  sale, 
in  the  process  of  Uie  slave  trade.  Such  (a»ia 
Mi.  U.)  is  not  the  intention  for  which  the  pris- 
on was  erected.  Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  she  la 
oonoemed,  and  het  means  ore  appropriated  to 
repair  and  keep  ap  the  prison,  I  am  confident 
in  saying,  does  not,  ana  never  has,  intended 
that  it  should  be  used  for  this  purpose.  On  a 
former  occoraon,  duty  led  me  to  make  some 
statements  respecting  this  matter,  before  the 
Hooae,  which  it  may  t>e  proper  to  bring  to 
mind.  Visiting  the  prison  id  1826,  and  passing 
ttirongh  the  aveanes  that  lead  to  the  cells,  I 
was  struck  with  the  appearance  of  a  woman 
having  three  or  four  chUoren  with  her,  one  at 
the  breasL  She  presented  sach  an  aspect  of 
woe  that  I  coold  not  help  inquiring  her  story. 
It  was  simply  this :  She  was  a  slave,  but  had 
married  a  man  who  was  free.  By  him  she  had 
eight  or  nine  obUdren.  Moved  by  natural  af- 
fection, tiie  father  labored  to  support  the  chil- 
dren, bat,  as  they  attuned  an  age  to  be  valo*- 
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ble  ia  market,  perhaps  ten  or  twelve,  the  mw- 
tar  Hold  them.  One  afUr  another  was  taken 
awBj  and  sold  to  the  Blave-deelers.  She  had 
now  come  to  an  ase  to  be  no  longer  profitable 
OB  a  breeder,  and  ber  master  had  Beparated  her 
from  her  hnsband  and  all  the  aeaociatione  of 
life,  and  sent  her  and  her  children  to  JQxa  pris- 
on for  eale.  She  was  wutiitg  for  a  porchsaer, 
and  seemed  to  me  to  be  more  heart-broken 
than  an;  creatnre  I  had  ever  Ken.  I  am  free 
\a  say,  sir,  and  I  would  appeal  to 
gentleman   who   bears   me,  '  " 


ay,  if  it^ 


which  exhibits  scenes  like  this.  Of  the  four 
hmidred  and  fiftj  others  I  know  nothing.  I 
see  no  reason  to  suppose  that  there  were  not 
many  cases  of  equal  cmeltr.  Of  the  two  hon- 
dred  and  nine^  committed  as  mnawaya,  many 
were  delivered  to  their  manters ;  some  were 
sold  for  want  of  proof  that  they  were  free ; 
and  some  proved  toeir  freedom,  and  were  dis- 
oharged.  It  seems  to  me  a  hardship,  that  per- 
sons born  free  in  New  York,  Pennsvlvaida,  or 
elsewhere,  who  perhaps  never  thougnt  of  a  oir- 
tifioate  of  freedom,  dionld,  without  any  charge 
of  crime,  if  they  come  wiUiin  thb  District,  be 
thrown  into  prison.  Some  proof,  at  least, 
ought  to  be  made,  rising  a  presumption  that 
they  are  mnaway  slaves,  before  they  sbonld  be 
deprived  of  personal  liberty.  A  free  man, 
poor,  friendless,  and  ipiorant,  go  arrested  and 
confined  in  a  cell  of  little  more  than  ten  feet 
aqnare,  wonld  have  bnt  alight  ohanoe  of  assert- 
ing his  rights.  I^e  that  were  committed  in 
1836-'T,  without  any  proof  of  their  being  alavee, 
were  sold  for  their  jail  fees  and  other  expenses. 
I  could  wish,  sir,  we  knew  what  they  sold  for, 
and  what  became  of  the  money.  It  will  he 
seei^  on  a  moment's  reflection,  how  strong  &e 
motive,  on  the  part  of  the  slave-traders,  and 
those  who  find  it  their  interest  to  aid  them,  to 
seize  upon  persons  who  come  into  the  District, 
to  confine  them  closely  in  prison,  to  intercept 
their  letters,  to  ponnit  them  to  be  sold,  and  to 
bay  them  in.  The  system  naturally  leads  to 
frand  and  Injustice ;  in  some  instances  to  great 
cruelty.  In  Angnst,  IS91,  a  black  man  was 
taken  np  and  imprisoned  as  a  mnaway.  He 
was  kept  CMiflned  nntil  October,  IBSa — four 
hnndred  and  five  days.  In  this  time,  vermin, 
disease,  and  misery  had  deprived  him  of  the 
nse  of  his  limbs.  He  was  rendered  a  cripple 
for  life,  and  discharged,  as  no  one  wonld  buy 
him.  Tamed  ont  npon  the  wonld  as  a  misera- 
ble pauper,  disabled  by  oor  means  from  g^ing 
snbsistence,  be  is  sometimes  supported  from 
the  poor  honse;  sometimes  craves  alms  in  yom- 
streets.  I  cannot  think  that  these  things  ongbt 
to  be  so.  They  appear  to  me  as  inoompata)le 
with  oni  duty,  and  the  interests  of  the  Dis- 
trict, as  they  are  contrary  to  the  principles  of 
JQstice  and  &e  rights  of  humanity.  For  their 
services,  it  cannot  be  supposed  that  the  Mar- 
shal, and  his  deputies,  the  keepers  of  the  pris- 
oiu,  go  unrewarded.    They  are,  I  take  it,  ^e- 


ral  ofBoers,  deriving  their  powers  from  the  Fed- 
eral Government.  What  IS  the  amount  of  thar 
fees  and  their  perquisites,  I  have  no  menu  of 
knowing.  Suppose  fees  and  commimoDB  so 
eaoh  person,  of  twenty  dollars— tbet  would, 
on  463  X  S0=9,040 — npwards  of  nine  thouuiid 
dollars  in  five  years.  H^lf  that  snm  voold  be 
something  considerable.  Double  this  unoiuit, 
if  the  prison  at  Alexandria  shonld  jield  n 
mnch  more,  wonld  be  a  lar^  sum.  The  ume 
amonnt  on  the  persons  imprisoned  as  lunsTSfa 
wonld  make  a  large  addition  to  their  receipts. 
If  a  free  man  b  sold  for  jail  fees,  if  those  to 
amonnt  to  fifty  dollars,  and  he  sells  for  three 
hundred,  does  the  Uarshal  retain  the  balinn 
of  three  hunted,  or  does  it  go  into  the  poliUc 
treasury  T  I  see  no  each  item  in.  the  aocomit 
of  receipts.  I  mean  not,  by  any  remarfa  1 
make,  to  impeach  or  cast  a  reflectiou  upon  tk 
Uuvhal,  or  any  officer  under  him.  Tbell9^ 
ahal  I  have  not  the  pleasnre  to  know,  snd  baiv 
no  intention  to  oensure.  The  system  is,  I  pie- 
some,  as  he  found  it.  The  system  is  onn;  n 
are  responsible ;  and  if  there  ia  blame,  it  rc^ 
mainly  at  our  doors.    Of  the  keeper  of  tbe 

E risen,  I  am  bound  to  say  that  his  deportmoit 
as  been  uniformly  correct,  so  fiu  is  it  bu 
come  to  my  tnowledEe.  "While  be  ia  faithfnl, 
he  is  yet  humane.  Since  my  remarks  on  t  for- 
mer occasion,  the  prison  and  its  disdpltns  ap- 
pear to  be  much  improved,  and  the  miseries 
of  the  wretched  Inmates  alleviated. 

I  have  another  case  of  hardship  (said  Ur. 
M.)  to  bring  to  yonr  notice — a  man  was  tsi^ 
np  as  a  mnaway,  and  advertised  for  sale.  Hs 
tnvtested  that  he  was  a  ft«e  man.  Ho  woof 
to  the  contrary  appeared.  As  tbe  time  of  s>le 
approached,  a  gooa  deal  of  interest  was  ejdtcd 
for  him,  and  two  respectable  citizens  interposed 
in  his  behalf.  They  asked  the  delay  of  a  short 
time,  that  the  rights  of  the  man  might  be  ssmt- 
tained.  They  went  bo  far  as  to  offer  secnnt; 
for  the  payment  of  the  fees,  if  the  sale  conM  be 
delayed.    Bot  I  will  read  the  evidenee  of  whit 

DisTHioT  or  CoLmiBu, ) 

Appear  before  me,  >  Justice  of  the  Feua  in  u>' 
(or  this  cooDly,  Eieldel  Toung  and  Joalab  Boevortb, 
two  respectable  vitnesses,  and  make  oath,  to  dM 
form  of  law,  that,  in  the  last  Bummer,  thej  wen  U 
the  Jail  of  the  county  of  Washington,  ia  tbe  sua 
Dkuict,  in  behalf  of  a  black  nun  called  Junea 
Green,  who  stated  that  be  was  free,  and  coald  pron 
bis  freedom,  and  had  written  on  for  tbe  pvp"*' ' 
Tbat  they  did  Importsne  with  the  Depotf  Mu^ 
of  this  District  to  poMpime  tbe  sale,  and  Otni  se- 
curity  for  the  foes;  yet  the  edd  Deputy  Xutbal 
said  he  could  not  postpone  the  sale.  He  was  then 
sold  to  a  man  wbo  aekoowtednd  himself  >  alife- 
dealer,  but  sud  be  wouU  continue  tbe  iUtc  hen 
a  few  days,  but  did  not.  He  was  sold  wi&ont  inj 
timitatlon  of  time  of  serrioe,  and  no  secnritj  «*>  >*■ 
quired  of  the  slave-dealer  to  retam  him  ia  ibo  Di'' 
trict, 

CHven  imder  my  hand  and  teal,  this  18tb  J*n»- 
ary,  18i8.  «fO.  CEAUBRa,  J.  P.  [i-  •■1 
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So  tha  man  wu  sold,  ixA  sent  off  hj  the 
alare-dealers  into  hopeless  bondage,  though 
probitJf  having  aa  much  right  to  freedom  as 
■e  h»T(i  Wjfi  any  one  doabt  bnt  onr  Uws 
ne«d  reriuoD  t  Oan  any  one  who  hears  me 
qBFstioD  bat  that  thia  whole  matter  needs  to 
be  looked  into  with  a  Bearohing  eje  t  If  this 
ereni  had  happened  in  a  distant  ootintrf,  haw 
■trongif  wonld  it  have  ^eeted  us  I  There  is, 
b  the  pablic  prints,  an  adrertisement  of  a 
TonuQ  81  a  mnawaj,  and  that  she  will  be 
wid  for  her  jail  fees.  She  is  a  yellow  woman 
of  Bbont  nineteen.  Bhe  seems  intelligent,  and 
to  hire  been  well  brooght  np.  Her  story  is,  that 
ihe  is  entitled  to  her  freedom  at  twenty-five ; 
but  tbat  her  present  master,  who  is  a  slave-deal' 
er,  19  trjingto  make  her  a  slave  for  life.  In  thia 
CKe,  1  do  not  think  the  confinement  is  intend- 
td  to  aid  Mm.  Bnt  it  will  be  leen  in  a  moment 
thtt  when  the  snbject  passes  by  nnheeded,  n 
dnkr,  owning  a  aerrant  who  has  two  or 
Ihree  yesra  to  serre,  niay  canse  him  to  be  ar- 
n^iitd  u  a  nmaway,  let  him  be  sold  for  Jul 
fie^  bare  a  trnsty  friend  to  bny  him  in,  snd 
thus  ranTert  a  servant  for  a  term  of  years  into 
i^Te  for  life.  A  more  eipeditioDs  mode  of 
proceeding,  by  which  persons  having  a  limited 
tims  to  lerve  are  deprived  entirely  of  their 
n^ta,  is  thus :  They  are  pnrohased  np  at  cheap 
nt£s  by  the  dave-traders.  The;  remove  tham 
to  1  great  distance.  It  will  be  easily  seen  how 
HuU  the  ebanoe  that  anoh  pwsons  would  be 
ible  to  preserve  the  proofs  of  their  freedom, 
•nd  bow  little  would  their  protestations  be 
becdei  without  proot  They  are  carried 
■bere  redreaa  is  nopelesa.  Thos  the  slave- 
trade,  IS  it  exists,  and  is  carried  on  here,  is 
Buiked  by  instaneee  of  ii^nstice  and  eraelty, 
torcdy  exceeded  oa  the  coast  of  Africa.  It  is 
iiniitiketonippoBe  it  is  a  mere  pnrchase  and 
■le  of  aoknowbdged  slaves.  The  District  is 
fbn  of  eonplainta  apon  the  subject,  and  the 
enl  Si  inereasing.  So  long  ago  as  1802,  the  ex- 
lent  tod  ornelty  of  this  traffic  prodnced  from 
t  Gttod  Jury  at  Alexandria,  a  presentment,  so 
clesr,  so  strong,  and  so  feelingly  drawn,  tliat  I 
■UH  make  no  apoloKj  for  reading  the  whole  of 
liutbe  Honse.  [Here  Ur.  IL  read  the  fol- 
"<iig  pFeeentmeot  of  the  Grand  Jury:] 

"Jmmm  Unit,  ISOi. 

''W(,tke<]nnd  Jury  for  the  body  of  the  cooaty 
((AlcuodrU,  in  the  Dirtriet  of  Oolambla,  prewat, 
>>pieniiee,(hepnetlee«f  penoDseoning  team 
uint  ptiu  of  the  United  States  Into  this  Ustrict, 
"  the  pirpoie  of  piarcha^og  tlaves,  where  tfaey 
tikiliit  to  our  view  ■  scene  of  WTetchedneSB  and  bu- 
Bu  degradation,  disgncefol  to  onr  chsncten  as 
™™i  of  1  free  Government. 

"True it  h,  that  those  dealers  hj  the  peieotis  of 
•v  fe1la>4iiea  collect,  within  this  District,  from 
'"VH  fsrti,  nomben  ef  those  viclinia  of  akvery, 
ttd  Wge  tliem  In  some  place  of  conBaemeiit  until 
"•j  lisTe  completed  their  nnmbsis.  They  are  then 
^iMd  vn  in  oar  streets  and  exposed  to  view,  load- 
n  vnh  ehiiu,  sa  thoDgh  tbey  had  committed  some 
"nou  olfeacs  anlnat  our  laws.  We  oonsider  it  a 
pwrute,  that  citiieBa  from  distant  parti  of  the 


United  Btates  should  be  permitted  to  corns  withio 

this  District,  and  punna  a  traffic  fraught  with  so 
mnch  misery  to  a  class  of  twinge  entitled  t~   ~ 


olbpring,  and  dUldren  from  their  parents,  without 
respect  to  the  ties  of  nature.  We  connder  those 
nievancea  demanding  legialaljve  address ;  especially 
uie  practice  of  making  eSe  of  blsdi  people,  wbo  are, 
by  the  will  of  their  mssteie,  designed  to  be  free  at 
the  expiration  of  a  term  of  yeara.who  are  sold,  and 
frequently  taken  to  distant  parts,  where  they  liave 
not  the  power  to  avail  themselrea  of  that  portion 
of  liberiy,  which  was   designed  for  their  eqjoy- 

The  National  L^islatnre  were  too  mncb  en- 
gaged, or  from  other  caoses  did  not  int«rpoBe, 
and  the  slave  trade  continued  to  increase  in 
extent  and  enormity.  In  181S,  a  diatreesing 
event,  which  created  great  eidtement  in  the 
city,  oocaaioned  a  movement  in  Oongreaa  in  re- 
spect to  the  matter,  pir.  M.  here  read  an  e 
"  lumal  of  the  B" 


tooct  from  the  Jour 


le  Honae.] 


"On  motion  of  Hr.  Bondolph, 

"  JUtoived,  That  a  committee  be  appointed  to  In- 
quire Into  the  existence  of  an  inhamut  and  illegal 
traffic  In  slaves,  carried  on  in  and  through  the  Dis- 
trict of  Ctolnmbia,  and  report  whether  any,  and  what, 
measures  are  ueoemary  for  the  pntting  a  stop  to  the 

If  oorreotly  informed,  the  immediate  caase  of 

the  excitement  wae  Uus;  A  woman,  confined, 
among  others,  inthenpper  ohunber  of  a  three- 
atory  private  prison,  naed  by  tlie  slave-dealers  in 
their  traffic,  was  driven,  by  sorrow  and  de- 
sp^  at  the  idea  of  being  separated  from  iH 
that  she  held  dear,  to  throw  herself  from  the 
window  upon  the  pavement.  She  was  shoclc- 
ingly  mangled,  and  lingered  along  while  in  mis- 
ery. I  do  not  wonder  that,  in  a  hnntane  and 
Christian  commnnitj,  anch  an  exhibition  ahoold 
create  excitement.  It  does  not  seem  to  roe  that 
the  lawa  of  Congress  ought  to  cherish,  or  even 
permit,  a  system  within  this  District,  natarally 
prodnotive  of  snch  scenes.  This  acooont  ahowi 
the  horror  of  this  traffic,  and  from  this  we  may 
infer  the  ornelty  that  is  hid  from  ns  in  those  se- 
cret repositories  of  misery.  There  are  several 
of  these  private  prisons  within  the  District — 
how  many,  I  know  not;  bat,  from  the  informa- 
tion nven  me,  I  think  the  feelings  of  the  Honsa 
wonld  be  touched,  ooold  they  see  the  oella  the 
fett«re,  tad  the  chains  they  contain,  witiiont 
even  a  view  of  the  viotims  Uiat  wear  them.  T 
hold  some  acooont  of  one  of  thoee  prisong  in 
my  hand,  said  Hr.  U.,  fhmiahed  me  by  a  friend. 
I  cannot  read  it  without  mentioning  the  names 
of  several  persons,  and,  as  I  wish  to  give  nei- 
ther pain  nor  offence  to  any  one,  in  any  tiling  I 
say,  I  will  only  advert  to  the  matter  generally. 
In  a  series  of  essays  published  hi  a  respecta- 
ble print  in  the  District,  in  1827,  thia  subject 
was  treated  oC  I  know  of  no  motive  for  ex- 
aggeration. Published  on  the  spot  where  the 
foots  ore  known,  it  to  &ir  to  prestune  the  pity 
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tnra  of  the  slave  trade,  ta  it  preTOils  in  the  Dis- 
triot,  IB  tme  to  tiie  ori^nal.  Here  Hr.  M.  read 
from  the  AleiaodiiB  Qazette  of  June  82, 1887, 
tlie  foUowiiig  paragraphs: 

" Soma  7wni§o,''nyi oar  tnfonnant,  "■  color- 
ed wwnui,  who  luid  elwrnje  been  treated  with  kind- 
Dee*  bf  her  ruMter,  wei  aold  by  Urn  to  >  person  In 
Ibii  ndgbbmhood,  in  order  tut  ibe  might  be  near 
her  hnaband,  who  wu  elBO  e  daTe.  In  the  conne 
of  a  t»w  jeers  she  ohingad  ownen  seTeral  times, 
and  at  length  fell  into  the  bends  of  the  iUve-tnd- 
era,  who  were  "fiH^f  np  a  oompan;  for  the  ■oath- 
em  market.  When  these  tidliws  were  oommant- 
ealad  to  her,  and  she  (bond  that  she  mnst  leexe  for- 
erer  all  the  oiyeots  of  her  albctioni,  to  endnre  a 
UEb  of  miser;  In  adiitantiaDd,riMcoaldnotsapport 
the  aiwoiah  it  occaiioned,  and  lell  lifslees  to  the 
gronaC 

"  Soarcelj  a  week  peases  vlthont  some  of  these 
wretebed  oreaturee  htiag  diiren  throogh  our  streets. 
After  haTfng  been  oonnaed,  and  sometunea  mana- 
cled. In  « loathsome  prison,  Ifaey  eie  turned  out  In 
pablio  view,  to  take  their  departure  for  the~8oiitli. 
The  ohildreDi,  and  some  of  the  womeo,  are  generallj 
orowded  into  «  oart  or  wagon,  while  the  otben  fol- 
low on  foot,  not  no&eqaetitlr  handculfed  and 
ohdned  together.  To  those  who  bare  nerer  seen 
e  speotacle  of  this  kind,  no  deecriptioD  cen  give  an 
adequate  Idea  of  its  horrois.  Here  70a  may  behold 
&thei«  and  brothers  learlug  behind  them  the  dear- 
est oljjecta  of  afleotioD,  anil  moTine  dowlj  along  in 
Ihemnte  sgonyofdesp^;  there  the  jonngmoUier 
•oUiing  orer  ber  infiut,  whoee  InBooent  snulea  seem 
but  to  iaeresse  lier  miaer7.  fVom  SOJM  TOn  will 
beer  the  bant  <it  bitter  lamentation,  while  from 
others  the  loud  hjrsterio  laugh  bresks  forth,  denot- 
ing still  deeper  agony. 

"  The  District  MT  Columbia  is  now  made  the  depot 
Ibr  ^W  dlagrecefbl  trafflo," 

1U>  traffic,  and  the  views  it  exhibits,  I  beg 
&»  House  to  be  esenred,  are  as  offensive  to  the 
people  of  the  Disbriot  as  they  are  unjust  in 
tfaemselTOB,  and  impolitic  in  na  to  oonntenanoe. 
Oan  it  be  eoppoeed  otherwise  without  a  reproach 
to  the  good  sense  and  moral  aensiUlily  of  Its 
citizens  t  But  the  slave-deidecB  fbel  theoiselTes 
aeonre,  Tbey  do  not  dread  any  «xpneAoa  of 
Toor  diapleasiire.  These  soeaea  have  bow  ex- 
biblt«d  ner«  bj  the  sUve-dealera  for  nearly 
thirty  yean,  nndM  your  eye,  and  Oongreea  hm 
not  moved  to  anesttiieiroonTse.  Yonrsilenoe 
gives  sanotion  to  the  trade.  If  an  evil,  jtm 
licoM  oan  oorreot  it  If  yon  take  no  steps  to 
ocnnct  it  does  not  yonr  silcnoe  im{dy  aoqni- 


from  ImpuiitT,  and  make  this  tSeir  head-qi 
tors  for  carrying  on  tlie  domestic  slave  tnde  t 
Sr,  thb  is  made  tlie  great  market  for  the  sale 
and  pnrohase  of  homan  flesh.  It  is  oarried  on 
by  the  sanction  of  onr  pennierioo.  I  have  said 
that  the  people  of  tlie  District  are  owoaad  to 
the  oontinoanoe  <rf  slavery  here.  T  had  at 
the  last  ieaeion  of  Ooogreae  Uie  honor  to  pre- 
eent  a  petition,  d^ed  by  more  than  one  thon- 
•and  respectable  oitisens  of  the  ten  miles  sqaare, 
ietting  fortii  the  evils  that  ezis^  and  praying 


for  the  gradnal  abolition  of  slavery  within  the 


read  an  advMtisement  fh>m  the  pablio  print* 
of  this  city.  It  will  show,  not  only  th« 
openness  with  which  the  slave-dealers  pro- 
oeeded,  but  it  wiU  also  show  that  the  mit 
of  persona,  men  and  womm,  at  pnblio  anetion, 
was  a  common  praotioe,  warranted  1^  oer 
laws,  and  permitted  by  the  Federal  Legislatnr*. 
[Here  Mr.  H.  read  the  following  advertiie- 
ment,  published  in  this  dty.] 

"  Wt  ttHl  giM  eath  toT  oae  hundred  Ekelyjmuil 
nwToes  of  both  aexea,  between  the  *ge«  of  ei|U 
end  twenty-flTB  years.  Persona  who  wlafa  to  kB 
woold  do  well  to  gi*e  aa  a  oall,  aa  the  atgntt  us 
wanted  immediately.  We  will  pve  siore  than  u^ 
other  pnrcfaaaers  that  are  In  muket,  or  may  ben- 
after  oome  intomaiket. 

"  Any  letters  addraaaad  to  the  Bobsoitben,  thnni^ 
the  poeb«ffioe  at  Alexandria,  will  be  pntmpdj  it- 
tended  to.  For  InfOmation,  inquira  at  the  nb- 
aeriben',  west  end  of  Dike  Street,  Aleiandrii,  D.  C. 

'Declfi—wtm    FEAlfEUN  A  AHUFIELS.' 

Aside  from  the  iqjnst  ice  and  onielty  to  indi- 
viduala,  practised  nuder  the  laws  aa  Ottj  now 
exist,  permit  me  (said  Kr.  U.)  to  ctHwder  tlM 
aat^eot  in  a  more  enlarged  and  national  point  ef 
view.  We  are  aoknowledgedly  the  prinoiMl 
Bepnbllo  on  the  ^obe.  Jnstioe  and  eqnsl  lignli 
are  profesBediy  at  the  foondation  of  onr  GoT- 
ernment.  The  Congress  of  the  United  8taU^ 
and  their  proceedings,  are  viewed  wi&  soliei- 
tode  by  IntelligKit  men  tiironghont  the  world. 
Despotism  mnst  look  with  keen  desire  for  oar 
fidlnre;  the  friends  at  civil  liberty  look  with 
not  less  artxions  hope  for  onr  prosperity  vi 
Boooess,  If  we  tul,  tike  great  oanae  of  fteedom 
will  be  lost  forever.  Aa  we  sncoeed,  the  sa- 
cred principles  of  the  rights  ot  man  0^ 
strength  end  will  extend  their  inflnenoe.  The 
people  have  confided  to  Congress  ezolnrive  l«g- 
alaHon  over  ten  milea  square— a  Httla  ipot 
from  which  local  Jealousies  and  sectional  livil- 
riee  shonld  alike  be  eidnded.  Within  tins 
limit  the  wisdom  and  the  power  of  the  Bwuhlia 
may  operate  with  the  meet  nniwtticled  fite- 
dom.  Here,  It  mi^t  f^ly  1>e  expected,  ahonM 
be  exhibited  to  the  nation  and  to  the  worid  s 
nMdmen  of  the  purest  laws  and  the  most  ]w^ 
feet  IwialaticHi,  Legal  inlnstioe  and  onircerioD 
ihotdd  be  unknown  within  the  distnct.  In 
rdation  to  the  moral  power  of  this  Ooveni- 
ment,  in  regard  to  the  efieot,  at  home  sod 
attroad,  of  oar  example,  it  wonld  seem  to  me 
that  we  are  oslled  npon  by  the  most  weighty 
considerations  to  render  the  laws  bore  as  per- 
fect as  it  is  in  human  power  and  btmian  wisuom 
to  make  them.  Soppose  a  diatingniaked  for- 
eigner, of  oorrect  and-eipanded  views,  who  ht* 
li^oi^  with  interest  to  the  aooonnts  <tf  onr 
republic,  and  whose  mind  is  imbaed  with  the 
litMral  princi)dee  of  the  age,  la  reeolved  to  viat 
na.  He  leaves  the  demotic  eboree  of  the 
Enrt^eaDoontineat  with  delight.   Heinayiiv 
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OecupaHf  tftim  Ortgom  Shr. 


Bug  Rslw   t 
ft  and  freedi 


„  I  to  vift  him  to  this  land  of 

JQStiM  and  freedom.  The  ten  miles  tqwtrev 
vbm  tliB  united  viadom  and  nnnatricted 
power  of  the  nation  operate — with  irhat  elastio 
ko^  tod  auzions  pleaanre  does  be  purme  his 
wqr  to  this  cit^.  And  what  objede  are  here 
pnwnted  to  his  viewt  At  one  mwket  he 
Duito  a  erowd ;  tuid,  as  he  passes  near,  behold 
it  ii  a  oonstable  exhibiting  a  wonuui  for  sale, 
nljeatAd  to  the  scoffi  and  jeers  of  the  nnfeel- 
iag\  He  is  selling  her  for  a  pettj  debt,  under 
th«  aatboritj  of  the  sanotioit  of  CoDgieea! 
'Well  mmj  be  ezd^m.  "the  age  of  obiTsbr  i> 
fiideed^i»efi>r«verl"  To  remore  the  painflil 
AcpResioii,  be  takes  np  a  newspaper  of  Ibe 
^Matitet  and  nad^  "  cash  in  tlie  market,  and 
the  bt^ert  prioe"  for  men  and  women.  He 
valks  abroad  and  aeea  a  gang  of  slaTei  hand- 
cuffed together,  a  long  chain  mnning  betireen 
them  and  ocmnecting  the  whole — miBerable  ob- 
jeeta  of  hwTor  and  desp^,  marohing  off  nnder 
the  oommaiid  of  the  dare-traders  I  What  must 
be  hto  feelinga — what  Me  report  when  he  shall 
retua  t  Tlua  Dittrict  onght  to  be  the  best  gor- 
(nwd  in  the  nniverae.  It  Is  absolntetj  gov- 
enwd  the  worst.  It  would  not  be  going  much  too 
&r  to  aa;,  that  there  is  more  crime  and  more 
BiMCT  here  ttion  in  »BJ  otiier  spot  of  equal  ex- 
tent on  the  globe.  In  183S  and  183T,  there 
wen  net  leae  than  nx  hundred  and  thirtj-fbnr 
penoDS  committed  to  tlie  prison  in  this  oi^ 
facdsbtl  What  a  horriUe  state  of  things  most 
eiiA,  wbeo,  In  so  small  a  population,  more 
than  six  hundred  penona  in  two  ^eara  are  de- 
nived  of  their  personal  freedom,  and  degraded 
tj  bdna  thrown  Into  jtiU  wltbont  pretence  <^ 
crime.  It  iadiookiiu  '  "  * 
thttBDe  two  reantb 


dependent  of  thoae  oommitted  at  Alexandria: 
br  there  are  two  pnbUe  prisons  in  the  District 
Did  anybody  ever  hear  of  such  a  thing  in  a 
ChriattBn  and  civilUed  oonntrjl  It  would 
Mem  to  me  that  eucb  acenee  are  oalonlated 
pailly  to  weaken  the  moral  power  of  the  Got- 
enment,  and  to  imp^  the  Jost  respect  in  which 
it  dnuld  be  held  07  the  na&ms  of  the  earth. 
Tb«  reaaons  which  nti^  be  mpposad  to  operate 
b  &Tor  of  the  oontuuanoe  of  slaTCrj  elae- 
vhtre,  do  not  exist  here.  The  nomber  is  not 
n  gnat  as  to  present  any  formidable  tmpedi- 
aent  to  the  extinction  of  the  eviL  Here  are 
no  rice  Unds  to  cultivate :  nothing  to  be  done 
b«  vbu  might  as  well  be  done,  a^  betl«r,  by 
sfree  white  population,  than  by  Blavea. 

Oeeupaiteg  ^<A«  Ortfon  Rittr. 
Ob  notion  of  Mr.  Flotd,  of  Ylrginia,  the 
Boom  reedTad  itaelf  into  a  Committee  irf  tlte 

The  qnealian  was  put  on  the  ammdment 
efited  on  Hondv  hy  Mr.  Tatlob,  to  the 
uMDdment  offered  by  Mr.  I>sa.xtok,  and  de- 
(Uad  ui  the  negatiye. 


of  eountry  lying  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountsins,  south 
of  M  degrees  sod  40  minutes  north  latitude,  anil 
north  of  the  42d  degree  of  north  latitude,  commli 
any  crime,  ofltsnce,  or  mlidemesnor,  which,  if  oom- 
mitted elMwliet«,  would  be  punished  by  the  Uwe 
of  the  United  SMtea ;  or  !f  uy  penon  Btudt,  within 
■ueh  put  of  the  territory  or  district  of  country  u 
belongs  to  the  Dnlied  Sutes,  wert  of  the  Rooky 


.  tbe  proper^  or  person  of  any  eii- 

iien  of  the  United  States,  erer;  sneh  elbnder,  on 
bemg  thereof  aonricted,  absll  tidfer  the  like  pnnUi- 
ment  u  is  prorided  hj  the  laws  of  tfae  United  Stales 
for  the  like  oScnoee,  if  committed  within  u;  jdioe 
or  district  of  country,  under  tbe  lole  uid  eiclDdre 
jurisdiction  of  the  Uoited  ittatei.  The  trisl  of  all 
offences  which  shall  be  ccmmitted  under  thU  set 
shall  be  in  the  district  where  the  oVtander  li  sppre- 
hended,  or  in  which  be  toay  first  be  brought,  ud 
the  Superior  Courte  fn  each  of  the  tertitorial  dis- 
tricts, and  the  Clrcirit  Conrts,  and  other  coarte  of 
tbe  United  Stales,  of  dmOar  Jnrisdlotion  ia  erinlud 
eauaea.  Id  ewA  distiiet  of  the  United  States  in  wUcb 
any  oflboder  agaiaat  this  set  sliall  be  Bret  appr^ 
lieDded  or  bro^kt  ftir  trial,  shall  haTe,  and  herein 
'idwitL  ftdl  power  sod  anthoritr  to  bear, 
mieh,  all  erimea,  oKnces,  and  nusdemean- 
lot ;  snch  courts  prooeediiiB  in  the 
_  _.  .  If  such  crimes,  otihncas,  and  misde- 
bad  been  oommitted  within  the  bounds  of 
tbdr  reqteetiTe  districts." 

Mr.  btsKBSOLL  aald,  we  have  decided  by  the 
TOte  Jnst  annonnoed,  tliBt,  if  any  thing  is  done 
in  regard  to  tbe  Wegon  country,  it  shall  be 
more  than  —"Hing  a  part?  to  explore  the  terri- 
tory. He  was  sausfled  with  that  deoirion 
■o  br  as  it  went:  for,  from  every  view  be 
had  been  able  to  take  of  the  subject,  he  was 
brought  to  the  oonolnsion,  that  onr  interests  in 
that  quarter  require  Bcnne  ftarther  le^slalion  from 
Oongreas  than  the  mere  sending  ont  an  expedi- 
tion to  look  at  the  country,  and  ftunisbns  with 
the  journal  of  th^  prooeediiwa.  ll>ere  was, 
howerer,  an  embarranment  in  oetermiidDg  how 
flv  we  can  legUate  on  this  disputed  gronnd, 
without  ocraflMting  with  treaty  stipmatioiiB. 
He  was  satisfied  HaX  the  Inll,  as  reported, 
would  ioterftre  with  our  existing  engasements 
to  Great  Britato,  and  therefore  he  oonla  not  go 
for  it  in  that  shape.  The  conTentiou  so  often 
alluded  to,  stipnlatce  tiiat  liio  conntry  west  of 
the  Rooky  Uonntaini  shall  remun  "  free  and 
open"  to  tbe  oiliEens  and  sQbJeots  of  the  two 
contracting  parties,  during  the  oontinuBnoe  of 
the  compact,  and  neither  can  recede,  without 
giving  twdve  months'  notice  to  the  other.  The 
erection  of  a  territorial  voremment,  therefore^ 
and  granting  portions  lu  the  soil  as  a  bounty 
to  settlers,  would  be  an  exduriTO  occapan«T 
on  onr  part,  in  tite  teeth  of  the  trea^.  But 
while  be  was  restrained  friim  vc^  that  length, 
satisfied,  as  he  was,  that  the  titie  to  the  couotrr 
is  with  us,  hewasnotonlvwilUnfcbutanziou, 
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thfit  some  deci^ve  act  shoold  be  done  oa  onr 
part^  which  ehonld  indicate  oar  detennmation 
not  to  snrreiider  one  particle  of  onr  claim — 
leaving  the  qnestion  of  a  territorial  goveninient 
to  be  settled  hereafter,  when  the  existing  con- 
Tention  wonld  not  be  in  onr  vBy,  For  the 
present,  it  ia  not  necessary  to  advance  a  step 
farther  than  the  British  have  gone;  bnt  tlie 
obligations  of  interests  and  dntf  require  that 
we  should  go  pari  pauu  with  them.  The; 
have  erected,  and  now  maintain,  forts  for  the 
protection  of  their  traders  and  hnntera.  The 
amendment  of  the  gentlemeji  from  Sonth  Oaro- 
lisa,  (Mr.  Dbattoit,)  very  properly  proposea  that 
we  should  do  the  same.  But  tltey  nave  gone 
farther  than  this :  they  have  covered  the  wnole 
territory  with  l^eir  criminal  and  civil  Jnrisdic- 
tion;  and  those  who  resort  te  it,  are  amenable 
to  the  courts  of  Canada  for  all  violations  of 
their  laws.  With  this  act  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment before  me,  (said  Mr,  I.,)  I  oannot  for  one 
revise  to  send  onr  laws  along  with  onr  citizens, 
if  they  choose  to  go  there,  any  more  than  I 
would  to  protect  them  by  the  erection  of  a  fort. 
It  was  to  meet  the  British  legislation  in  all  its 
bearings,  that  he  had  offered  the  amendment 
to  the  consideration  of  the  committee  ;  and  he 
sincerely  hoped  we  should  not  give  occasion 
for  its  being  nrged  npon  os  hereafter,  that  we 
have  at  this  day  wuved  any  of  our  riglits  to  the 
territory  in  qnestion,  by  silentiy  acquiescing  in 
the  foreign  jnrisdiction  now  eiercisod  there,  or 
by  refliung  to  spread  our  flog  and  onr  laws  co- 
extensive with  our  rightftd  claims.  It  was  true 
that  Great  Britain  did  not,  in  her  negotiations 
with  ns,  clum  to  apply  her  Jnrisdiction  farther 
than  was  necessary  to  protect  her  own  subjects ; 
bnt,  on  the  contrary,  disclaimed  any  other  in- 
tention, though  the  language  of  the  act  of  Far- 
liament  was  certunly  very  general,  and  seemed 
to  be  applicable  to  ^  persons  who  might  be  in 
the  territory.  But  the  amendment  he  bad 
offered  had  no  such  apparent  bearing;  it  was 
confined  to  the  prot«ction  of  citizens  of  the 
United  Btates,  in  their  property  and  person. 
Oan  Great  Britain  complain  of  this !  Surely,  if 
the  "free  and  open"  intercourse  with  that  ter- 
ritory, guarantied  to  the  British  by  the  conven- 
tion, in  common  with  ourselves,  oannot  be  made 
secure  to  them,  without  carrying  their  laws  along 
with  their  buntdng  otpeditions,  we  have  had 
abundant  evidence,  in  uie  repe^ed  murders  of 
our  own  hunters  beyond  the  mountains,  that 
our  citizens  require  at  our  hands  a  oorreepond- 
ing  protection.  Be^es,  Great  Britam  is 
estopped  by  her  own  acts  from  compldning  of 
our  going  tons  far  in  onr  legislation ;  and  more 
than  this  he  did  not  ask  of  the  committee,  but 
anything  less  would  be  injustice  to  ourselves. 

Ur.  I.  said  he  was  free  to  confess^  that  be 
never  had  funned  a  very  fiattering  picture  of 
the  northwest  coast  of  our  continent — that  ia, 
of  its  attractions  for  an  agricultural  people. 
He  preferred  to  see  it  remun  a  hunting  ground, 
from  which  our  fuT'traders  can  draw  some  of 
B  that  are  now  monopolized  by  the 
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Hudson's  Bay  Oompany^  rather  than  lee  it 
erected  Into  a  sovereign  State.  Bnt,  whatevH 
our  preferences  may  be  in  this  respect,  it  waa  onr 
duty  to  protect  our  citizens  whose  enterprise 
may  leaa  them  there,  and  it  was  no  leas  onr 
interest  to  secure  the  harbor  which  the  moatb 
of  the  Oregon  offers  to  our  hardy  navigaton 
who  frequent  the  coast.  He  was  not  aniiuas 
to  hasten  the  growth  of  a  new  State  beyond 
the  Bocky  Mounteins,  for  be  was  aware  it 
would  have  bnt  few  ties,  aside  fK>m  its  weak- 
ness and  independence  on  our  naval  power,  lo 
bind  it  to  this  side  of  the  continent.  Its  trade,  if 
the  oonntry  should  ever  be  settled  by  a  penos- 
nent  agricultural  population,  as  it  must  be  before 
it  oan  grow  into  a  State,  would  not  probably 
cross  the  mountdns  to  come  to  ns,  bnt  would 
naturally  seek  the  waters  of  the  Pacifio.  For 
all  commercial  purposes,  India,  and  the  islands 
of  the  south  seas,  would  be  to  a  thriving  popn- 
lation  there  what  Europe  and  the  AusntM 
islands  are  to  ns.  But  although  he  entertained 
these  opinions  still,  when  tiie  question  waa  opt 
— and  turn  it  as  you  may,  it  will  come  to  this, 
whether  we  shall  surrender  thia  vast  territoij 
into  the  hands  of  the  British,  or  muntatn  onr 
own  Juriediction  there,  be  was  ready  to  riye  a 
positive  and  dedsive  answer.  It  shoold  not, 
with  his  consent,  go  into  the  hands  of  a  foreiga 
power.  That  county  onoe  annexed  to  Canau, 
with  its  formidable  Indian  tribes  in  Uie  train  of 
the  agents  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Oompuy, 
woula  be  to  our  advancing  frontier,  wbst 
Oanada  has  been  in  all  our  Indian  wan.  Sir, 
we  are  not  without  experience  on  this  sniyeet. 
The  history  of  our  western  settiements  gives  na 
ample  evidence  of  Indian  aggressions,  stimoIUtd 
by  the  inflnenc«  of  white  men  within  tlis 
bounds  of  Canada.  We  have  felt  this  hidden 
influence  in  all  our  frontier  contests,  from  the 
days  of  the  Bevolution  down  to  the  aeclarati<»i 
of  the  late  war  with  England,  or  rather  to  tlie 
battle  of  Tippecanoe,  which  shortly  preceded 
it.  Nor  have  we  since  ceased  to  fe^  its  eSeOt 
— yon  felt  it  to  the  quick,  on  the  frontier, 
throughout  the  war  with  England,  and  yon  feel 
it  now ;  yea,  in  the  very  territory  abont  which 
we  are  told  not  to  legislate,  our  citizens  are 
shot  down  by  Indians,  armed  with  British  ri£oa. 
And  with  these  facte  staring  us  in  the  fkco,  are 
we  to  hold  back  and  hesitete,  lest  we  give 
offenoe  to  the  British  Government,  in  deciding 
to  protect  onr  citizens  by  the  esteblishmeal  of 
a  fort,  or  the  extension  of  our  lawsinto  this  terri- 
tory !  Let  it  not  be  said  that  the  soil  of  the 
itry  is  not  sufflcienUy  inviting  (it  was  called 
omer   ■       ■     '  '    ■  ■        -■■      -- 


the  ouier  day  in  debate,  a  region  of  "penny- 
royal ")  to  induce  the  British  to  oecnpy  it.  To 
say  nothing  of  the  immense  fiir  trade  derived 
from  the  oonntry,  the  harbor  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Oregon,  commanding  the  npper  country, 
convenient  in  ite  position  in  reference  to  India, 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  the  new  nations  trend- 
ing on  the  west  coast  of  our  continent,  pre- 
sented sufficient  attractions  for  the  colonial 
grasp  of  Great  Brit^.    He  did  not  pretend  to 
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mush  asgacitf  in  matters  of  thu  sort,  bat  he 
Teril;  believed  that  not  a  twelvemooth  would 
tlapse  sfter  we  should  abaodoa  onr  claim  to 
this  position,  before  the  month  of  that  river 
■Dnld  be  controlled  b;  the  gnns  of  a  fortress, 
manoed  by  our  great  cominerciai  rival.  Is  it 
asked  what  reason  we  have  to  suppose  this  ? 
Thtf  Mswer  will  be  fonnd  in  the  policy  of  that 
nation,  which  ia  to  plant  a  oolonj  from  her 
Enpersbandant  popniation,  wherever  abe  can 
iwoetrate  with  a  fleet.  This  policy  is  identified 
with  the  immense  power  which  she  wields; 
ud  will  be  always  pushed  to  its  farthest  limits. 
Small  in  territory  »t  bome,  her  extenrive  poa- 
ses^ons  abroad  are  towers  of  her  strengtl)  in 
every  put  of  the  world.  No  spot,  however 
Eienle,  ii  lost  right  of,  if  it  can  furnish  new 
ficilities  to  her  commerce.  Bbe  will  fortify,  at 
the  tipense  of  millions,  a  rock  in  the  Ocean, 
if  it  can  be  made  a  safe  resting  place  for  her 
Derehantnien,  or  a  convenient  rendezvons  for 
her  Bhioa  of  war. 

Ur.  i.  sud  he  would  now  notice  more  par- 
(jcdu-ly  an  objection  which  was  o^ed  yester- 
hy  tgainst  oar  establishing  military  posts  in 
tb«  territory,  derived  from  the  third  article  of 
the  conrention  of  1818,  aa  renewed  in  1828. 
Tint  article  nndoabtedly  prohibits  the  eiclu- 
B?e  occupancy  of  either  party,  and  leaves  the 
■hole  coQDtry  "  free  and  open  "  to  both.  Bat 
be  did  not  advocate  an  eiclnaive  possession, 
nor  does  either  or  all  of  the  smeadmenta  pro- 
posed contemplate  any  thing  of  that  aort.  We 
only  ask  to  occapy  the  ooimtry  in  the  same 
war  Chat  the  other  party  oocnpy  it — not  to  el- 
dwle  them.  But  one  difficnlty  lies  here :  we 
luve  bitherto  foand  that  It  is  impossible  for 
our  citiiens  to  hare  a  "  free  and  open  "  inter- 
Hone  with  the  territory,  unless  they  have 
nittble  forts  for  their  protection  against  the 
nnTDunding  tribes,  as  well  as  to  make  an  im- 
pression on  those  more  distant,  who  may  occa- 
M'luUj  viidt  them.  Withoat  some  shelter  of 
iHi  kind,  the  convention  becomes  a  dead  letter 
to  ns.  I^  therefore,  we  have  the  rights,  which 
ill  concede  that  wa  have,  under  the  third 
Mifleofthe  convention,  to  an  anmolested  oc- 
mpucy  co-ezlensive  with  that  of  Qreat  Britain, 
ilie  iiutmment  which  recognizes  this  right, 
Meosirily  implies  snob  an  occupancy  on  onr 
pan  u  is  now  proposed ;  for  the  country,  filled 
*iih  Mvages  as  it  is,  will  sdmit  of  no  other. 
TiMns  the  article  even  by  itself,  there  was  no 
^iSciilty  in  the  case.  It  should  be  remembered 
that  nt  do  not  propose  to  send  a  garrison  into 
ibe  (onntry  to  drive  the  British  oat,  but  merely 
WietourownoitizenBin.  If,howeyer,therewerB 
•BJ  donbts  in  looking  at  this  clause  by  itself, 
^>«e  donbta  have  certainly  been  removed  by 
tbe  Britiih  themselves.  They  have  put  both  a 
Tcibal  and  a  practical  construction  on  the  article 
■bid)  hu  been  here  interposed,  that  frees  as 
from  an  embarrasement  in  arriving  at  its  true 
"'^iiung.  They  have  erected  and  now  maintain 
1  'bun  of  posts,  extending  from  Canada  to  the 
»»Mn  of  ihe  Oregon,  or  OolnmbiaBiver.    Bnt, 
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it  is  asked,  were  their  forts  erected  anterior  to, 
or  since,  the  date  of  the  convention  ?  So  far  aa 
the  argument  is  concerned,  it  was  no  sort  <^ 
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3  the  date  of  the 
intained,  which  is 


OQr  engagements,  as  has  been  urged,  then  it 
was  the  duty  of  Great  Britain,  after  signing 
the  article  in  question,  to  dismonnt  her  guoa, 
and  abandon  the  posts.  She  did  not  do  it,  and 
camiot  now  oompldn  of  onr  adopting  her  own 
practical  constmction.  Bat  we  do  not  stop 
here.  The  British  negotiators  have  admitted 
to  onr  Ministers  that  they  do  not  object  to  oar 
ereoting  forts.  This  is  abundantly  evident  ia 
the  letters  of  Ur.  Gallatin,  of  the  ad  and  20th 
of  December,  182G,  which  had  been  already,  in 
coarse  of  the  debate,  bronght  more  psrtlcularlr 
to  the  notice  of  the  committee.  Thus  much 
for  the  onderstanding  of  this  subject  by  the 
British  authorities.  How  has  it  alwaya  berai 
considered  by  onr  own  Government )  The  con- 
vention was  first  formed  in  1818,  under  the  ad- 
jniniatration  of  Mr.  Uonroe,  and  while  Mr. 
Adams  was  Secretary  of  Stat«.  Bat  so  far  from 
their  sappoaing  that  the  establishment  of  mili- 
tary posts  would  interfere  with  the  third  arti- 
cle, we  find  Mr.  Monroe  recommending  the 
measure  in  1822,  and  the  present  Eiecntive  did 
the  same,  in  his  Message  at  the  opening  of  tho 
nineteenth  Congress.  The  British  Government 
have,  therefore,  not  only  told  us  what  their 
coBstrnction  of  the  article  is,  bat  they  have 
been  folly  apprised  of  oar  construction  of  it,  by 
the  Execntive  recommendations  Just  referred  to. 
And  yet,  with  a  full  knowledge  of  all  that  we 
have  contemplated  and  all  that  we  now  propose, 
that  Government  renewed  the  conventmn  with 
OS  daring  the  last  year,  withoat  hinting  a 
syllable  of  complaint.  After  this,  it  is  too  lata 
to  anticipate  such  objections  from  that  quarter, 
Mr.  BianABDSOH  objected  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  from  ConnecticuL 
(Mr.  Inoebsoix,)  because  it  would  be  partial  and 
ineffectual  for  the  attainment  of  its  object. 
For  the  same  reason,  he  voted  agmnst  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentlemui  from 
New  York,  {  Mr.  TiTLoa.)  That  amendment 
proposed  simply  a  sarvey  of  the  Oregon  terri- 
tory. After  what  has  passed  in  this  House, 
such  a  meosnre  would  be  considered  as  one  (a 
a  timid  and  doubtful  policy.  It  would  be  con- 
sidered as  an  admission,  in  the  face  of  the 
world,  that  tbis  Government  is  doubtful  of  its 
right  to  the  territory.  And  what  impression, 
ur,  would  snob  a  course  of  policy  make  on  the 
Indian  tribes  and  the  British  citizens  of  that 
territory)  In  that  territory,  it  is  estimated 
that  there  are  at  least  two  handred  thoDsand 
^dians.  They  are  supplied  withfire-arms,  and 
are  under  British  influence.  Emboldened  by 
the  timid  policy  of  this  Government,  and  roused 
to  jealousy  by  causes  which  oonld  not  be  traced, 
they  would  annihilate  at  a  blow  your  corps  d 
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engineera,  prbpomd  bj  the  uoendmeut  to  be 
emplojod,  without  aaj  otlier  protection.  Such 
nn  «veut  would  an&voidablj  lead  to  war  l>e- 
twera  the  two  GorerameDta.  If  this  OoTern- 
ment  should  eetAbliah  militerr  posts,  with  the 
adintMion  thit  thia  ts  ftll  that  it  has  a  right  to 
do,  this  msBsnre  wema  likelf  to  rasnlt  in  war. 
The  Britiflh  GoTerninent  now  h«a  militsrj 
poets  in  that  territory,  oocnpying  the  most 
iBTOrable  pomtionB,  Will  they  giTe  place  to 
poets,  to  be  eetabliabed  by  thii  GcTemment  t 
If  the  territory  be  onra,  it  la  better  for  na,  and 
wonid  l>e  better  for  the  British,  tbat  Qieir  posts 
■hoQld  be  at  ouoe  esclnded.  Sir,  I  am  qtposed, 
in  a  case  like  Uiis,  when  on  all  bands  the  right 
to  the  territory  is  admitted  to  be  dots,  to  a 
coarse  that,  by  its  indecision,  invitee  renstanoe. 
The  original  bill  seems  not  to  be  nndwatood. 
It  proposes  a  prooees  of  meaBOres,  indioatiiig  a 


determinatioii  of  this  Qovemment  with  reject 
to  its  ootuM.  One  section  of  Uie  bill  provides 
tiiat  the  Preddent  nu?  ezerdae  hie  diaoretion 


provii 

with  regard  to  the  «T«at  of  establishing  a  terri* 
toriat  Qoveniment.  This  woold  obviate  the 
objection  arising  ont  of  the  existing  convention 
l>etween  this  Oovenunent  and  the  Government 
of  Qreat  Britain.  For  these  general  reasons, 
(Btdd  Mr.  B.,)  I  am  opposed  to  the  amendments 
offered  by  each  of  the  gentlemen. 

Mr.  Drattoh's  amendment,  as  amwded  by 
Mr.  Inobbsoll,  was  adopted. 

The  last  section  was  read,  whioh  oontuns  the 
qtpropriattcai  for  the  expense  of  the  proposed 
expeditica. 

Mr,  Dbxvtoit  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with 
tea  thonsand  doUara. 

Ur,  Floid  ot^eoted  to  this  som  as  insnffloient, 


Tbdxsdat,  Jannaiy  8. 
Slatery  in  the  Diitriet  of  fJUtMnKo. 

Hr.  WiLDB  moved  the  previons  qoeetion. 

Ur.  Babtlbtt  eipreseed  a  hope  that  Mr, 
Mims  woold  consent  to  withdraw  the  pream- 
ble, and  thereby  remove  the  chief  oanse  of  ob- 
JeotiotL 

Mr.  M.  dedloin^  to  do  ao^ 

Mr.  WioxuRB  mqoired  of  the  Chair  whether 
the  previoos  qneetion  would  not  sapersede  the 
motion  he  bad  made  fhr  striking  ont  the  pream- 
ble! 

The  Speaker  replied  in  the  affirmative, 

Mr.  wsBHs  hoped  the  gentleman  from 
Geor^  would  wiuidraw  the  motion  for  Uie 
previous  qnestion,  as  he  felt  aasnred  the  gen' 
UenAn  from  Penoaylvania  was  desirous  of  re- 
plying to  what  he  had  advanced. 

Kr.  AI.BZASDKK  moved  to  lay  the  preamble 
and  reaolQtioQH  npon  the  teble.    Lost. 

The  hour  allotted  to  reports  and  resolntions 
having  now  expired,  the  anhject  was  l^d  over 
iVitil  to-morrow. 


[JimUT,  162t. 

Fbidat,  January  9. 
Bla^gryin  tA«  Bittriet  of  CohmAia. 

The  preamble  and  reaolationa  on  this  wA^iA 
offered  by  Mr.  Minxb  coming  np,  Mr.  Wodi 
moved  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  was  sosteined. 

Mr.  WioKUFn  then  demanded  that  the  qixs- 
tion  Im  divided,  and  the  vote  taken  first  od  tbe 
preamble,  which  details  the  allegatjon^  and 
then  on  the  resolution  itself^  which  recoauneDdi 
the  snttject  for  inquiry  by  the  Standing  Com- 
mittee on  the  district. 

The  question  was  divided  aooordingjy,  and 

The  previons  question  waa  pot  and  detemuD- 
ed  in  the  affirmative. 

The  main  qneetion  was  then  put,  nnoo  Bgn«- 
ing  to  llie  preamble  as  modified,  snd  decided  in 
the  negative — yeas  87,  nays  141. 

The  qneetion  waa  on  the  first  reeolnticHi,  ind 
decided  in  tlie  affirmatire— yeas  ISO,  nays  ti. 

The  question  on  iha  second  resolution  wu 
also  decided  in  the  afflnnatdvft— yeas  111,  n^i 
6«. 

Bo  both  the  reaolntions  were  adopted. 
Otevfoney  of  (h»  Oregon  Swtr. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  condder  tbe 
Oregon  bill,  with  the  amendments  thereto,  u 
reported  by  tbe  Committee  of  the  Whole;  and 
the  question  being  on  concnrring  with  Ihoie 
amendmenta,  it  passed  in  the  afBrmatiTe. 

The  question  then  being  on  ordering  the  bill, 
as  amended,  to  be  eugroased  for  a  thud  read- 

^The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  taken  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  its  third  reading,  as  amended, 
and  ^ood  as  follows : 

Teu.— UcEtis.  AduDt,  Samuel  C.  Allen,  Alitor 
Bailey,  Barber,  John  S.  Barboor,  Banurd,  Buuj, 
Baoett,  Bell,  Bryan,  Back,  Butman,  Cambrelenj, 
Canon,  Chase,  Condict,  Daniel,  Thomai  Dateopoit, 
John  DaTcnport,  Warren  R.  Davis,  Deaba,  Dnjloo, 
Ererett,  Flndlay,  Floyd  of  Virginia,  Floyd  of  Gi, 
FoH,  Fry,  Oale,  Qreen,  Ouriey,  HamilioD,  Hiodi, 
Hobble,  Hodges,  Holmea,  Hunt,  Ingerao]!,  Imc^ 
JeuningB,  Johnson,  Letcber,  Locke,  Lampknt,  L;dd, 
Hanble,  Uartindale,  ItcKeaa,  McLean,  Uerwin,  Kil- 
ler, John  Mit<dieU,  Thomas  P.  Hoore,  Orintel  Mem 
Orr,  Plant,  Bamaey,  Reed,  RicbardMiD,  Sawjn, 
Smyth,  ^irigg,  Stanberry,  Suveosoo,  Stoirer,  Saui- 
eriaod,  Tbompaon,  Tetpluek,  Wbtimie,  WiMe,  El^ 
Tum  K.  Wilaon,  Woodcoek,  John  C.  W^t,  laa- 
cey— 76. 

KiTB.— Heaara  Bamnel  Andetaon,  ArmAroo^ 
Baldwin,  P.  P.  Barbour,  Barker,  Borbw,  Buringer, 
Bortlett,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Edward  Bates,  Beeclifr. 
Blair,  Brawn,  Buckner,  Chambers,  ClulloD,  Ctsi- 
bome,  Conner,  Coulter,  Orowninihield,  Cu^peper, 
John  Daris,  De  OralT,  IHekinson,  Dwight,  Btrlt, 
Garrow,  GUmer,  Gorham,  Ballook,  Hall,  Barrel, 
Haynea,  Healy,  Johns,  Eeese,  Sing,  I^wrenee,  U- 
compte,  Lea,  Leffler,  Little,  Long,  Magee,  Muiftl^ 
Hvtin,  Harrin,  UcCoy,  McDuffle,  HclTaUOQ,  McId. 
tire,  HeKee,  Heicer,  Kiner,  Tbomaa  B.  Miiehtl^ 
Huhleaberg,  Kevton,  NuckoUt,  O'Brien,  Oven, 
Pearoe,  Henon,  Polk,  Ripley,  Boaue,  Biuacll,  Em- 
geant,  Kwppeid,  Sloane,  Smith,  Sjnagae,  El«rigei«, 
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ler,  TimulD,  Tintoo,  Ward,   WuhinnoD, 

WhliileMT,  Wlcktiffe,  WiUiuia,  Junes  Wil- 

Ko,  wW*t<,  JoDO^J-  Wood,  aiu  Wood,  Jolm 


ffwxk,  Wotf,  SilM  Wright— 9», 

So  tbe  House  roAued  to  order  th«  bill  to  & 
third  nadiog,  and  it  wu,  of  dootw,  r^eoted, 

Uon>AT,  JftDQArf  13. 
Load  Claimt  jn  Temtttite. 
TIm  Honsa  remmed  Uie  oonsidentioD  of  the 
M  "  to  uoend  hi  aot,  entitled  'An  act  to  (w- 
tboriie  tlie  State  of  Tennenee  to  issue  graota 
ud  perfect  titles  t«  certain  lands  tberem  de-' 
KtiMd,  and  to  aettle  the  elaituB  to  the  vaoant 


mai  eight  hnndred  and  nx  " — the  qoettion  be- 
ing oo  the  amendment  moved  hj  Jir,  Okooxstt, 
Hanbatitate  for  the  bill,  aa  modified,  on  the 
nneMiui  of  Mr.  Polk. 

Ifr.  Ima.  Bud  be  waa  not  In  the  habit  of 
bonbliDg  the  Honae  with  apeeohea.  He  bad 
naentlj  made  k  marit  of  ailenoe,  and  en- 
uarored  to  profit  bj  the  atatementa  of  othera, 
aon  czpenenoed  and  better  informed.  In 
Iml  iSain,  he  aiw^a  paid  paitionlar  attention 
to  what  was  said  by  those  gentlemen  who 
oogfat,  from  their  ritoations,  to  be  beat  ao- 
qaabled  with  tiiem.  Aa  saoh  had  been  his 
line  of  oondoct,  and  aa  tii«  pending  qneatioi 
H  of  local  ehuacter,  ohienj  intereating  b 


^fanyleMJatiTeasiem- 

Uj.  M  ooold  not  expeot  to  aatiafy  eren  himaeU^ 
Md  miidi  teas  others,  ^tber  aa  to  the  manner 
or  rabataooe  of  what  he  might  say.  All  that 
k  onld  hope  was,  ih  a  vary  imperfect  maoner, 
to  nike  himaelf  so  far  onderatood  aa  to  remove 
Knu  erroneoaa  impreaMona,  and  thereby  oon- 
Inbata  lomellung  to  repel  Qnexpeoted  and  mi- 
VRnolabla  attacks  on  the  oharacter  and  in- 
teiMa  of  hia  State.  He  said  he  ooold  not  be 
iatnaiUe  to  tha  nianj  embarraaamenta  arning 
ffva  th«  TarioDS  feelings  of  diiferent  parte  of 
tilt  Uoioa  on  land  BDUacta,  Whenever  aaoh  a 
■■Mm  cane  ap,  U  had  to  oontend  not  only 
■luat  ita  own  pecnliar  inbinaie  diffiooltiea, 
nt  idsD  acainst  a  host  of  almoet  invinoible 
Er^ndwei,  if  he  might  ba  allowed  to  call  them 
a^  origiiiattns  in  apt^ehenaions  of  the  conse- 
^MUN  wbii£  might  otdlaterallT  flow  from  the 
uoMtoa  of  tjie  particular  measnre  propoaed. 
P*  Mpad  that  gentleman  wonld  give  thta  anb- 
jM  aiSeient  attention  to  examine  it  on  ita  own 
>Mni*,  and  m  ttiey  would  denre  that  othera 
«Mld  investigate  the  local  matters  in  which 
tbtj  might  have  partienlar  intereat  He  knew 
u*t  the  qMstion  waa  oomplioated,  and  was 
naifsl  that  it  had  not  been  oonridered  as  thor- 
M|l>^  as  it  deaerved,  even  by  those  who  had 


been  present  throughout  the  diacuaaion.  Bat 
othen  had  been  abaent.  during  part  of  the  time 
at  leaat,  and  he  wonld  endeavor  to  prt^reas 
with  hia  obaervationa  in  a  ^tia  and  praotioal 

Aa  the  motion  waa  to  atrika  out  the  whole 
bill  sft«r  the  anacting  danae,  and  to  insert  the 
propoaed  amendment  aa  a  anbatitnte,  it  became 
neceaaarj  to  compare  the  two  propoaitdMiB ; 
and  to  do  thia  pn^perly  both  ahonM  be  distinct- 
ly nndeiatood.  A  brief  atatement  of  the  Bnb< 
atance  td  eatji  mig^t  not  oecanoa  a  naelees 
oonaumiition  of  time.  The  bill^  predioat«d  on 
a  repeated  apMetHon  from  the  Legialatore  of 
the  State  of  Tennessee,  and  oonforma  with  the 
memorial  In  providing  that  the  United  Btatea 
lands  in  that  Btate  ahall  be  sorrendered  to  hw 
on  acoonnt  of  a  defioienn  in  her  common  school 
lands,  and  to  be  disposed  of  by  her  for  the  pur- 
poses ot  ednoation.  In  oonsequeoee  of  agrea- 
ments  long  ago  made  between  the  Govemmenta 
oonc«med,  that  all  the  bmafidt  North  Cardina 
Imd  daima  ahonld  be  aatiwed  from  the  publio 
laods  in  Tennaaaee,  a  provinou  waa  inserted  in 
^  bill  that  all  snob  olaima  ahonld  be  aatdsfled 
if  an;  eziated,  ahbough  it  waa  believed  that 
none  or  bat  very  few  remmed,  Ithas  always 
been  the  policy  of  the  Le^slatore  of  Tenneeaee, 
whenever  it  had  the  poww,  to  give  a  preference 
of  entry  or  right  of  pre-emption  to  ocOQpants ; 
and  it  baa  already  made  snob  a  provisum,  to 
qaiet  and  aecore  them,  in  favor  of  those  who 
occupy  portions  of  the  United  States  lands  in 
that  State  in  anticipation  (tf  the  surrender  of 
those  laods  now  aoUdtad,  and  to  take  efftet  ia 
that  event ;  but  from  abundant  oautitm,  and  for 
entire  sati^aoUon,  a  rimllar  jvovidon,  by  way 
of  amendment  to  this  bill,  waa  pnM»oeed  by  my 
honorable  colleague,  (Ur.  Folk,)  the  Oburman 
of  the  Committee  who  reported  the  bill ;  and 
his  proportion  waa  modified,  on  motion  of  the 
honorable  g«itleman  from  Kentucky,  QLt. 
Wioxnm,)  and  then  adt^ted  by  the  Honae,  ao 
aa  to  give  those  oocnMnts  a  pre-emption  or 
rather,  aa  nothing  ia  to  be  paid,  a  preference  ot 
entry,  withoQt  ol^rge.  Under  this  bilL  as  it  now 
stands,  thoae  occupants  wonld  get  their  landa 
without  any  oharae.  Such  is  a  brief  outiina 
c^  the  aubatanoe  of  the  bill,  aa  it  originally  waa, 
and  as  at  preaent  amended.  Hr.  L.  sud  it  was 
to  be  hoped,  aftertbe  insertion  td  this  last  most 
extraonmiarj  provinon,  that  hia  ocdleagoe  from 
the  western  district  of  Tennesaee,  (Hr.  Obook- 
■n,)  wonld  withdraw  hia  amendment,  and  en- 
deavor, to  Bome  extent,  to  harmonize  witii  kia 
ooUeagnes;  but  he  seemed  determined,  even 
Bg^st  gTMter  benefits  to  his  people,  pertina- 
^oaly  to  insist  upon  his  own  naked  and  on- 
qualified  proporiticHL  And  what  waa  it  I  It 
would  simply  give  to  the  occupants,  reapectivo- 
ly,  who  were  auch  on  or  befbre  the  first  of  De- 
cembOT  last,  the  same  quantities  of  land  that 
the  bill  would  seoore  to  all  who  might  be 
oooupanta  by  the  flrat  of  April  next ;  and  they 
wouM  have  to  pay  the  osod  fees  for  sarveyiug 
andfor  issuing  grants  to  tike  officers  of  the  State 
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of  Tennessee,  who  were  aathorized,  in  the  < 
mon  W87,  and  tt  the  common  rates,  to  proceed 

in  perfecting  their  titles,  without  any  directiiHU 
fk'om  the  l^ialatnre  of  that  Btate. 

Having  thos  stated  the  subslaDce  of  the  hill, 
tmd  of  the  proposed  Babstitate,  Mr.  L  proceeded 
more  particolarl;  to  contrast  them,  and  to  nrge 
his  objections  to  the  latter.  He  said,  withoat 
Mprobatiog  the  provisionB  either  of  the  bill, 
of  the  Buhatitute,  as  far  as  concerned  the  occ 
pants,  he  coold  not  eee  any  reasonable  ground 
on  which  his  coUeagae  Qix.  Ohookett)  shonld 
adhere  bo  inflejlbly  to  nis  amendment.  The 
occnpanta  seemed  to  be  the  objects  of  his  chie^ 
if  not  onlj  care,  and  the  bill  provided  for  more 
of  them,  and  on  better  tenna.  Why  then, 
should  any  one  cling  to  the  amendment,  under 
a  pretence  of  great  zeal  in  behalf  of  occupants, 
when  it  is  loaded  with  objections,  which  mnat 
ultimately  destroy  it !  One  of  those  objections 
Is,  that  the  amendment  makes  no  provision 
whatever  for  the  satisfaction  of  any  North 
Carolina  claims,  which  may  remain  in  the  hands 
of  iataoU^fcmmt*  eowerta,  or  any  other  persons 
who  may  be  justly  entitled  to  relief.  And  my 
colleagne,  (Mr.  Cbookkit,)  in  his  remarks  the 
Other  day,  plainly  told  the  members  from  North 
Oarolina,  that  his  object  was  to  secure  the 
oconpanta,  in  defiance  of  all  stipulations  with 
that  State ;  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the 
agreement  of  Oonsreas  that  these  claims  ^onld 
be  satisfied,  and  tue  subseqnent  obligation  on 
Tennessee  to  do  so,  ont  of  these  very  lands.  It 
ma;  he,  that  no  valid  claima  of  that  kind  yet 
remain ;  bnt,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  possiblt 
that  some  exist,  which  ought  to  be  satisfied : 
yet,  we  have  been  told,  that  such  pre-existing 
rights  ought  to  be  postponed  to  these  occupant 
claims,  and  transforreo,  of  coarse,  to  inferior 
lands.  It  is  plainly  submitted  to  every  member 
of  this  House  to  say,  If  it  would  be  right,  while 
claims  exist,  to  take  away  the  means  of  satisfy- 
ing themt  Would  not  North  Oarolina  com- 
plain! And  if  Tennessee  shonld  proceed  to 
aatisty  the  claimants,  would  not  a  conflict 
necessarily  arise  between  them  and  the  occn- 
pantel  Or^  if  she  should  refuse  to  do  so, 
might  not  this  Government  become  responsible ! 
ttr.  L.  protested  agunst  being  involved  in  any 
■noh  unnecessary  embarrassments,  and  then 
proceeded  to  another  objection,  of  a  character 
which  be  ooold  never  pass  without  notice. 

According  to  the  amendment,  the  State 
officers  of  Tennessee  were  to  be  employed,  with- 
out consulting  her  Le^lature,  in  perfecting 
the  titles  to  these  occupants  Js  Congress  pre- 
pared, not  merely  to  refuse  the  respectful  re- 
qneat  of  a  State,  as  it  certainly  may,  out  also  to 
go  farther,  and  employ  the  ofBcers  of  that  State 
to  do  something  else  directly  at  war  with  her 
application!  Shell  we  call  on  the  Surveyors, 
Secretary  of  Btate,  and  Governor  of  Tennessee, 
to  make  surveys,  and  issue  grants )  He  would 
ask  if  gentlemen  could  sanction  such  a  doctrine ! 
Are  wa  to  empower  the  officers  of  Tennessee  to 
give  patents  for  our  vacant  lands!    Are  they 


to  act  under  our  authority !  He  uuderatood 
the  republican  feeling  of  that  State  better  than 
to  believe  that  such  a  game  could  be  played  off 
on  her.  What  I  A  Governor  of  Tennessee  lo 
be  signing  grants  under  an  act  of  Congress,  ud 
that,  too,  against  the  known  will  of  his  St«1e! 
He  dare  not  do  it  Bnt  his  colleague  (Ur. 
Cbookbtt)  had  sud  that  he  wonld  risk  the  per- 
formance, if  his  amendment  were  adopttd; 
that  it  merely  gave  permission  that  the  officera 
might  act  without  saying  they  should.  Mr.  L 
remarked,  that,  in  making  and  coastming  laws, 
may  and  shall  were  often  convertible  terms. 
But,  auppoee  those  officers  should  decline  te 
act  nnder  such  a  law,  where  is  its  sanction,  tui 
what  is  its  penalty  I  It  could  not  be  carried 
into  operation.  Bnt  agun,  suppose  the  L^isla- 
ture  of  that  Btate  shonld  consider  it  agunst  her 
interest  to  accept  the  provisions  of  such  a  lav, 
and  should  forbid  her  officers  to  execute  it,  \hta 
any  man  could  see  what  would  be  the  na- 
pleasant  consequences.  These  are  not  merely 
idle  specnlations.  He  would  go  farther,  and 
hazard  bnt  little  in  giving  his  decided  opinioi^ 
that,  even  if  the  officers  of  Tennessee  should 
manifest  a  disposition  to  eiecnt«  such  a  la«, 
her  Legislature  would  actually  prohibit  them. 
The  members,  coming  from  all  parte  of  the 
State,  and  conndering  the  interests  in  tboi^ 
lands  general,  not  local,  wonld  not  allow  ths 
State  officers  to  be  employed  in  acts  opposed  to 
the  wishes  and  interests  of  their  conatitiieiit& 
To  pass  this  amendment  into  a  law  wonld  b« 
affecting  to  do  some  good,  but  reoUy  doing 
worse  than  nothing.  He  never  could  agree  to 
such  a  provision  himself,  nor  could  he  behere 
that  gentlemen,  on  reflection,  would  consider  it 
consistent  with  sound  principles.  He  knew 
there  were  instances,  in  which  Congress  had 
attempted  to  give  cognizance  of  certain  meters 
to  State  officers,  and  be  knew,  too,  that  conttn- 
tions  had  sometimes  ensued.  Ee  had  an 
opinion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  such  attempted 
investments  of  prower,  and  hoped  that  a  ma- 
jority would  be  opposed  to  their  extennon.  Let 
every  Government  attend  to  its  own  concerns, 
through  its  own  officers ;  but,  above  all,  let  the 
General  Government  never  be  found  arrayed  in 
a  controversy  of  local  character  between  ths 
majority  of  a  State  on  the  one  side,  and  a  mi- 
nority on  tbe  other,  authorizing  and  inviting 
the  officers  of  that  State  to  enlist  in  the  contesi, 
in  opposition  to  the  public  wilL  Such  a  pohcy 
would  be  marked  with  features  too  familiar  and 
too  striking  not  to  be  recogniiad. 

Mr.  L.  urged  another  objection  to  the  amend- 
ment, as  a  substitute  for  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
that  it  made  no  disposition  of  the  remainder  of 
the  lands  after  satisfying  the  occupant  claim?. 
He  would  inquire  what  was  to  become  of  the 
residue!  Was  it  to  continue  unnoticed,  and 
useless !  Or  would  it  not  rather  pass  rapidly 
into  the  hands  of  other  occupants  I  Mi.  L  said 
he  had  no  disposition  to  cenanfe  those  who 
were  there  at  present ;  and  far  be  it  from  him 
to  war  with  occupants  anywhere.     He  htd 
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Itmed,  from  hie  infancj,  and  bj  personal  ob- 


OTM  bim  with  a  Beat  on  this  floor  had  been 
oocnpants  from  the  earlieat  settlement  of  their 
country,  under  ciremnstances  of  danger,  priva- 
tioa,  and  hardship,  for  exceeding  any  thing 
known  to  the  aettlers  of  the  western  district  of 
Tennessee.  Yet  he  accorded  with  hia  coUeagne 
ttom  that  district  (Mr.  Okookstt)  in  many  of 
bis  senttments  expressed  in  their  favor,  and  was 
willing  that  a  reasonable  preference,  consistently 
with  the  jost  claims  of  others,  shonld  be  ex- 
teaded  to  them,  and  to  all  occupants,  in  propor- 
tton  to  the  |iri*at«  difficulties  and  pnbiio  advan- 
tages attoDOBnt  on  their  perseTermg  exertions. 
He  did  not  contend  against  oocnpants,  bnt 
•gunst  the  policy  of  improperly  tempting  our 
dtitens  to  become  sneh.  Gentlemen  who  are 
■oseositive  concerning  Qie  speedy  and  cheap 
£qwntion  of  the  pnblic  lands,  onght  to  refiect 
on  tbo  principlea  of  this  amendment,  and  the 
(nDseqaences  which  may  flow  from  its  adoption. 
How  will  this  thing  operate  ?  If  we  ^ve  lands 
to  the  present  occnpants,  witbont  disposing  of 
fite  remdne,  at  the  same  time,  as  they  are,  of 
eoorae,  generally  settled  on  the  best  portions, 
we  oannot  refnse^  next  year,  to  give  inferior 

Cto  those  who  may  then  possess  them. 
remaining  lands  either  will  or  will  not  be 
fit  tor  oecnpation.  If  not,  why  shonld  we  retain 
tbemt  And  if  otherwise^  no  matter  to  what 
extent,  onght  we  to  keep  them  for  the  mere 
purpose  of  making  annual  donations  to  those 
who  wonld  be  tempted,  in  the  mean  time,  to 
McQpy  them  t  And  if  there  were  lands  enough, 
Ibey  wonld  soon  be  oovered  by  swanns  nnmer- 
OBS  aa  those  of  tiie  Egyptian  locnsts,  nntil  the 
whole  wonld  be  deronred.  Commenoe  this 
polie;  onc«,  and  there  can  be  no  end  of  it,  bnt 
with  the  exhanstion  of  the  means.  Can  we 
pte  the  better  this  seaaon,  and  refuse  the  worse 
DeitT  Oonsistency  wonld  demand  a  perse- 
Tmnce,  wi&  increasing  reasons,  founded  on 
th«  indnceraent  to  oocapancy  held  ont  by  onr- 
•dvefl,  and  on  the  inferiority  of  the  oifts. 
VMe  the  whole  oonntry,  however  smaU  or 
ptot,  wonld  in  time  be  thns  given  away,  with- 
oot  a  eent  of  profit  to  the  United  States,  their 
tKMory  wonld  be  annually  drained  in  making 
laws  on  the  snbject  as  long  as  the  contmoance 
of  this  process.  Mr.  L.  observed  that,  if  hia 
eoQcagne  (Mr.  Okookitt)  looked  to  nlterior  ob- 
)Mts  he  might  think  it  well  enough  for  his  dis- 
trict to  acquire  population  at  bo  ohean  a  rate ; 
ud  it  wonld  be  lughly  gratifying  to  find  that, 
or  any  other  portion  of  the  State,  increasing  in 
ponnlatjon,  or  otherwise  prospering  on  fair 
and  eqoal  terms ;  bnt  nearly  every  other  part 
of  the  State  felt  an  equal  interest  in  those  lands 
tor  Mtisfying  a  jnst  olaim,  and  it  could  not  be 
^■•eted  that  the  aggrandizemeat  of  one  part,  at 
fba  dMnse  of  the  others  wonld  be  acquiesced 
ii  hj  vmo.  '  iSr.  L.  was  of  opinion,  however, 
thit  not  milj  the  interests  of  Tennessee,  gen- 
*kDy,  bat  alao  Uie  permanent  good  of  the 


western  district,  were  better  provided  for  in 
the  hlU  than  by  the  amendment,  with  idl  its 
consequences.  He  would  now  inquire  of  gen- 
tlemen representing  new  States,  if  they  were 
aared  to  adopt  the  policy  of  giving  away 
I  to  occupants,  present  and  future  ?  Had 
they  nohopee  of  ultimately  SE^oying  some  bene- 
fits from  the  surrender  of  the  inferior  pabtic 
lands  to  the  States  in  which  they  lie)  Be 
oonld  not  suppose  that  those  States  would,  on 
this  oooasioi^  abandon  their  own  avowed  prin- 
ciples. The  bill,  as  compared  with  the  amend- 
ment, was  of  a  character  accommodated  in 
some  degree  to  the  sentiments  of  nearly  all. 
While  it  avoided,  on  one  hand,  extravagant 
prodigality,  it  exhibited,  on  the  other,  some 
features  of  liberality. 

Ur.  CiBsoN  said  that,  if  the  decision  of  the 
committee  had  been  taken  on  a  previous  day, 
he  should  have  voted  in  favor  of  the  amend- 
ment of  bis  honorable  fiiend  fh>m  Tennessee, 
(Mr.  Cbooxxtt,)  but  he  considered  it  highly 
fortunate  that  such  had  not  been  the  case ;  for 


direct  injury  to  the  very  persons  whom  It  was 
intended  to  benefit.  The  land  in  question, 
which  was  sought  for  on  the  one  hand  by  the 
State,  and  on  tno  other  by  the  occupants  who 
had  settled  npun  it,  had,  it  was  well  known,  been 
ceded  by  Korih  Carolina,  under  oert^n  reser- 
vations  and  conditions.  The  United  States  waa 
bound  to  observe,  and  to  osnse  to  be  observed, 
those  conditions;  and  the  House  shonld  bear 
them  in  mind  when  legislating  upon  the  sub- 
ject. North  Oarolina  had  expretely  reserved 
the  right  of  perfecting  all  titles  to  grants  of 
lands  mode  to  ofBoers  and  soldiers  of  the  Oon- 
tinental  line  of  that  State,  for  revolutionary  and 
other  services.  The  amendment,  which  he  had 
referred  to  above,  went  to  disturb  that  com- 
pact which  he  considered  onght  to  be  held 
sacred  and  inviolable.  It  was  proposed,  by 
that  amendment,  to  give  the  land  to  the  actu^ 
settlers  thereon  under  various  conditions,  and 
to  vest  the  right  of  perfecting  the  titles  thereto 
In  the  Governor  and  the  other  State  officer*  of 
Tennessee.  He  was  utterly  opposed  to  the 
sanctioning  of  such  a  propoeitjon  by  a  vote  of 
the  House.  There  were  nnmerons  North  Oaro- 
lina warrants  for  land  yet  remaining  unsettled ; 
many  of  them  belonging  to  widows  and  their 
orphan  children,  and  to  minors ;  and  it  had 
from  those  circnmstanoes  been  difficult  to  put 
thdr  olums  in  a  trtdn  of  speedy  adjustment. 
Now,  suppose  the  House  passed  the  bill,  did  not 
gentlemen  perceive  what  would  be  the  inevita- 
ble results  I  Let  ^em  grant  the  hundred  and 
sixty  acres  to  each  occupant ;  and  then,  when 
the  holders  of  the  outstanding  North  Carolina 
warranta  went  and  advanced  their  just  and  equi- 
table pretensions,  and  Md  clfum  to  the  lands 
seotu«d  to  them  by  a  solemn  instrument^  and  for 
a  valuable  consideration,  what  a  wide  and 
frightful  field  of  litigation  was  throvm  open  to 
the  dtJzens  of  those  States.    And  bow  was 
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that  litlMtioa  to  b«  teimiiutod  t  Wm  there 
a  Jndicid  tribnnal  in  the  UnitAd  SUtea,  or  in- 
deed in  the  dvilind  world,  that  wodU  not  iin- 
mediatdT  de<ude  in  any  litigated  oaae  foonded 
npon  nidi  a  bao&in  h,y*>r  MT  the  North  Oaro- 
lin*  oUimantst  That  sidemn  and  Unding  in- 
■tmment,  the  act  of  oearitm,  ezprenlr  i^ovided 
fiw  the  p^riowt  of  those  claimi,  and  nnlea*  all 
law  and  aUjnaliee  irere  alike  bomo  down  and 
dettnqred,  ail  the  lawa  (rfOongreoi,  and  all  the 
oonrts  of  joBtioe  in  the  Unton,  ooold  sot  inndi- 
date  ita  prortMooa,  expreaa  and  atipalated. 
Litivataon  on  the  moat  tremendotu  aoale  would 
IiMTitablj  ensae,  to  the  imporeriahment  of  the 
people  ud  the  ruin  of  the  setdenoD  the  lands. 
let  erei?  g«i)tl«tnan,  then,  who  oonld  enler- 
tidn  mich  an  idea,  reflect  that  tbe  nwet  dd«t»- 
rioos  oonaeqneneea  wonld  flow  to  the  oeenpauto 
thMowlvAs,  fhxn  liolding  oat  to  thMD  the  pco*- 


<d  iht  pnUio  landa,  and  in  u 


triudnoing 


BetUeaponthepnbUednnidn;  therel^ 
•owing  a  aeed  whicfa,  ne  r^Mated,  woold  not 
&il  to  prodnee  a  moit  abnadant  harraBt  of  liti- 
gation. He  prooeededto  expreN  his  delibsrate 
and  aonfinnea  opinioD,  that  there  was  no  power 
Tested  in  the  United  Statee  to  abrogato  a  right 
teonred  to  a  State  or  a  ^^tdaen  by  a  conditional 
agreement,  similar  to  tliat  contained  in  the  act 
of  oesBion.  If  the  bill  did  not  provide  for  the 
rights  of  North  Oarolino,  or  tha  persona  holding 
her  warrsntB,  he  had  no  heeitatton  in  prononn- 
dng  it  to  be  his  opinicm  thai,  onder  all  tha  dr- 
mmstanoes  of  the  case,  it  was  a  violation  of  the 
public  fidth,  and  an  infringement  on  the  Jost 
righta  at  the  State;  yet,  even  smiporing  the 
Uu  were  to  pass  wlthont  proiiding  n>r  the  uqai- 
dation  of  all  the  oliUms  made  on  acooont  d  the 
North  Oarolina  land  warranty  he  repeated  Uiat 
the  abjudication  of  every  court  of  law  would 
and  mnst  be  in  bvor  of  the  parties  claiming, 
under  the  express  provirions  ot  that  act  of  oe»- 
rion,  which  wss  as  plain,  precise,  and  binding 
on  the  United  States  as  langnage  c«Qld  possibly 
frame  it  That  was,  and  mnst  oontinne  to  ba, 
an  Insaperable  objection ;  it  was,  he  mnst  again 
and  again  tell  them,  absotntelv  beyond  their 
power  to  anaol,  by  any  le^slative  act  on  their 
part^  the  stapnlations  oontained  in  that  instru- 
ment. 

Mr,  C,  proceeded,  Tliere  was  anodier,  and, 
it  mnst  be  seen,  a  very  important  condition 
attached  to  the  act  of  ceamon.  Let  gentlemen 
refer  to  that  pnblic  deed.  [Hera  Mr.  O.  read 
the  third  article  of  the  act  of  cession ;  It  is  as 
follows:} 

"  Tltrdly,  That  sH  the  lands  Iclended  to  ba  ceded 
by  virtne  of  this  act,  to  the  United  States  of  Amar- 
ics,  and  not  appropriated  ss  before  mentioaed,  (ap- 
propriated, [said  Hr.  G.,]  as  tbe  act  ihoed,  for  tba 
paTment  of  tha  land  warrants  alluded  to,)  sball  be 
considered  ■■  a  common  fund  for  tbe  use  and  ben- 
efit of  tho  United  States  of  America,  North  Carolina 
inclnslTa,  according  to  their  respectira  and  osual 
proportion  in  the  general  charge  and  eipendituie, 
and  shall  ba  Uthfiill]'  disposed  of  fbr  that  pnrpoee, 


and  for  no  otbar  use  or  porpose  wbatgnr.'— [Lm 
of  the  United  Btatea,  page  87,  toL  U,  tluid  mc^ 
of  "  An  act  to  accept  a  ecsiion  of  the  cUina  of  tbt 
State  of  North  CaroUaa  to  aMrtsindiHiiclcfvttt- 
em  territory."] 

That  answer  conld  be  made  to  that  o){j«cti<» 
totheUllasproposed  to  besmcodedt  Thtr* 
aUtliesnrplQslaDdwasBpeoiBoallyap^n)|iriiUd  : 
— diMdad  to  be  applied  to  a  oettsui  *i|rai 
Dnrpose  "  for  tiw  oae  and  beneSt  of  the  CniUJ 
Statea  of  America,  North  Osn^na  indnrir^ 
aooordins  to  tiieir  req»eotlve  and  nsasl  |Mpo^ 
tion  ana  rrpenditon."  It  was  forther  wd  I 
tiiat  it  shall  be  di^MMsd  opf  for  no  othv  pnpoN  , 
whatever.  North  Oarolina,  then,  wm  la- 
d  to  apn^x»tioiiatesban  intltaadfiDti|M 
aooraing  from  that  fond  and  ita  praesedt^  mi 
the  saigas  land  conld  not,  eonnstsiil^  vH 
that  provision  in  the  aet  of  oessian,  he  di^mtd 
"  r  any  other  pnipoae  whatever,  Sawmii 
iotiae  obviate  that  oljeotion  to  die  sno^ 
ment  before  them  t  ! 

l£r.  OBoarBtratid,  that  ha  Mt  it  hia  ds^  Is 
trenUa  the  Honse  with  a  few  mora  obNmtiMi 
in  ez^anatitat  (tf  his  viewa  npon  the  ai^ 
befon  them,  and  particularly  in  refdy  Ioom 
nmarfca  wbioh  had  fUko  ftom  kbi  hoiwnU> 
ocdleagnea.  He  still  remained  nnfited  in  tii 
opinion  that  without  tlie  amendment  whidib  I 
had  proposed,  the  bill  oonld  not  ponUjbc 

Sirodnctive  of  any  good  efibcta,  and  he  tiiaeAs* 
bit  himself  bound,  both  in  Jostioa  to  Msm^ 
and  t«  his  eonstitnenta,  to  use  every  effort  V> 
carry  it  thrangh  that  Honse.  He  had  doriif  | 
the  last  SMdon  of  Oongr««s,  snggeatsd  to  Ui  : 
ooUeagne,  Ob.  Polk,)  tbe  Gbainua  of  at 
Committee  that  had  reported  the  UH  broigU 
into  the  Honae  at  that  period  ontbetasMMb- 
Ject  as  tiiat  which  was  then  nnder  eonates- 
tion,  the  preprielj  of  reporting  a  bill  f{^ 
priating  the  prooeeda  <rf  the  Isnd  in  qnctfica 
entirely  for  the  boie&t  of  the  weriem  Hm* 
ot  Tennessee— for  the  banefit  of  these  pocr 
settlers,  who  had  sat  down,  and  ooenued  ^ 
ons  small  patches  and  fragments  of  tbe  fBK 
domain,  and  established  comfortable  though  bmo- 
ble  homes.  But  be  was  eorrj  to  saythitilai 
gentleman  obleotcd  to  his  propoation,  md  pn- 
finred  that  biU  of  his  own,  whidi  he  snbseqnooBT 
introdnoed,  and  which  ultimately  Mled  v- 
0.  here  observed  that  an  explanatioo  va  <^ 
particnlar  point  might  perhaps  ba  eoKnoe™ 
dne  from  hira.  He  would  ahortlv  give  it  B' 
had  on  that  occasion  supported  the  ori^ 
measure  of  bis  bonoraUe  friend,  {Mr.  P«x) 
while  at  the  same  time  ha  perfectly  kne"  ^ 
it  wonld  not  be  carried ;  he  supported  K  iui«t 
the  hope  that  it  wonld  subseqnently  nnlie  bo 
oolleagnes  of  the  Tennessee  delegation  will  tm 
in  tha  support  of  his  fkvorito  measure— ««t»' 

Sroviding  for  the  poor  settlers  rf  tbe  '•''^ 
istrict  Bnt  be  was  sonr  to  And  thst  b*  hsi 
been  a  very  mistaken  Judge  of  policy  wfl**- 
Yes,  (he  repeated,)  he  was  well  aware  it  lie 
time  that  it  could  not  succeed  in  P««^_r' 
House,  and  he  was  of  a  similar  t^nioo  *<» 
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raptet  to  the  present  meosnre — he  meant  Hio 
orig^Ml  bill,  vbich  he  was  confident  never 
nwid  receive  their  wnotioD.  It  would  be  per- 
oeived  br  the  House,  that  he  iru  oompelled  to 
tatd  DOW  in  a  verj  different  attitode  frmn  that 
vhidi  he  had  awomed  in  tii«  oonne  <rf  the  laat 
jNr'idiseuBionof  tbeeabjent.  Hefetthinuelf 
ulled  Bpon  hj  a  senM  of  dutj  to  stand  in  op- 
poslioii  to  the  whole  balance  of  the  delegation 
tna  hie  own  State;  under  (he  disadvantage 
iho  of  having  to  contend  with  the  aigomenta 
of  three  of  tlie  ablest  members  of  the  bar  of 
that  Slate.  The  Honee,  he  was  sore,  most 
Mj  appreciate  the  diffioolties  under  which  he 
bbond  in  thos  standing  alone  and  unsapported ; 
but  ha  wH  strengthened  in  the  task  by  the  re- 
fleetioa  that  he  was  in  Ibe  peribrmanoe  of  hia 
datj,  and  advocating  the  jnst  olaima  of  those 
poor,  but  honest,  virtnons  citiienB  who  had  sent 
Mm  to  tiiai  Hoaae,  to  attend  to  thNr  rights  and 
inUraa.  He  eonld  not  conceive  that,  in  snb- 
mittiiig  his  aDiMidmeat  to  the  Botiaa,  and  solio- 
itiDg  them  to  sanction  it  bv  their  vote,  be  had 
leqDwted  me  particle  whicA  the;  onght  not  to 
graot  00  eveiT'  prindf^  of  ohuitj  and  eveo 
<f  jiutieeL  To  refur  now  to  some  observations 
'  ~~''smaD  npon  that  Soor,  relative  to  the 
a  of  the  amendment  which  he  had  pro- 
posed, ooa  honorable  gentiemau  (Mr.  Polx) 
Mid  it  would  act  as  a  dangerons  precedent ; 
tbit  other  States  would  come  forward  en- 
eoiinged  by  the  poor  settlers  of  Tennessee,  and 
diim  every  acre  of  the  public  domun.  Now 
he  Qb.  O.)  oerttinlj  oonld  not  see  that  snoh 
vooidbe  uwoeoeaaaryeffectof  the  adoption  of 
bis  aBcadnieat.  LetotherStatesbspiUia  the 
ttina  peiitioa  aa  luB  State,  and  he  wooldreadilv 

rto  grant  them  what  Tennessee  asked. 
BHse  bad  recuved  no  pnblic  lands  from 
tbs  Ganeral  Oovemment;  no  United  St«tee 
■urayor  bad  ever  laid  oat  lands  in  that 
Ettie;  ibfl  bad  a  litiai,  and  the  worthy  and 
hinett  MtisMu  of  bis  district  bad  a  '  ' 
1  JBst  elum  it  was,  for  it  a{>pealed 
(cdiiigs  of  their  hearts — to  those  laods.  V/ta 
n  then  to  be  said  that  it  would  form  a  danger- 
Mi  precedent  to  grant  to  those  industrious  utd 
poievering  men  the  miserable  remnants  and 
•cnpa  of  land  which  their  toil  alone  conld  ren- 
der denrable  or  valuable  t  Was  it  a  dangerons 
pieeedent  to  grant  to  the  poor  and  the  needy 
Uw  soil  which  tiiey  had  reclaimed  fh>m  the 
vildemesa  with  the  aweat  of  their  brow" 
TroB,  as  had  been  said,  those  lands  were  of  m 
nJoe,  but  tbey  were  endeared  to  the  seUlers  as 
being  tiwtr  bomes—aod  to  his  own  knowledge 
ihey  ware  homes  in  which  conteabnent  and 
lti)ipiaees  r^^ned.  But,  If  it  were  what  they 
chose  to  ctMtaider  so  dangerons  a  precedent,  be 
frh  himself  not  the  leas  bound  to  support  it ; 
hii  eansoenee  told  him  he  was  right  in  doing 
•0,  and  if  that  measure  were  adopted,  the  cries 
■^  those  poor  would  resonnd  in  tbanksgiviog 
ind  gratitiide  before  the  throne  of  Qod.  An- 
(XiwT  gentlanan  (Mr.  Lka)  had  observed  that 
if  the  preeent  cluins  were  granted,  they  would 
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at  the  next  Oongreas  come  forward  and  ask  for 
more.  Now  it  did  not  appear  to  Him  that  such 
wotild  be  (he  case ;  all  that  he  wauted  on  be- 
ll^ of  bis  oonstitnoits  was  that  they  shoold 
not  be  disCorbed  in  the  possession  of  the  lands 
which  they  already  oooni^ed,  and  upon  which 
depended  th^  sabastraoe,  by  the  nolders  of 
the  North  Carolina  warraote.  Thev  asked  Oon- 
gress  to  grant  them  those  lands,  ana  those  lands 
only ;  and  if  their  request  were  complied  with, 
the  very  utmost  of  their  desires  would  be  satis- 
fled.  The  House,  he  was  sure,  must  recollect 
that,  when  the  aubject  was  disooBsed  last  ses- 
sion, the  gentlemwi  from  North  Oarolina  and 
Tennessee  bad  stated  that  some  of  the  Nwtb 
Oarolina  warrants  were  in  existence.  He  (Mr. 
0.)  did  not  believe  there  did  exist  any ;  but 
even  snppoelng  there  was  a  number  of  them  yet 
ontttanomg,  were  the  bidders  of  tliem  to  come 
and  drive  Vm  settlers  off  their  little  patches  of 
land,  and  lew  the  fruits  (J  their  years  of  toil 
and  labor  t  Be  hoped  the  House  would  not 
saootlMi  any  measure  fraoght  with  so  much 
cruelty  and  iqjostioe.  Beeioes,  if  those  North 
Carolina  warrants  must  be  p^  tiiere  was  good 
land  enough  in  that  State  to  meet  them ;  and 
let  them  be  satisfied  out  of  that,  without  (jjeot- 
ins  the  indigent  occupant  in  his  district. 

Mr.  Loon  said,  that  his  pure  belief  was,  that 
very  erroneous  opinions  prevailed  with  reject 
to  tiie  extent  and  value  of  the  land  in  question. 
The  Churman  of  the  Committee  that  had  re- 
ported the  bill  had  stated  that  the  whole  value 
of  tlie  land  did  not  exoeed  tweuty  thousand 
dollars.  If  he  could  be  convinced  that  it  waa 
of  such  trivial  value,  he  should  most  readily 
withdraw  hia  opposition  to  the  bill ;  but,  he 
rweated  that  be  could  not  bring  himself  to  ad- 
wat  diat  such  was  the  fact.  QenUemen  would 
find,  from  reports  of  the  surveyors,  among  the 
p^wra  on  their  tables,  that  there  were  upwards 
of  four  millions  of  acres  of  land  yet  unoocupied ; 
and  it  was  his  opinion  that  its  value  had  been 
underr^ed  In  those  reports.  Some  had  been 
estimated  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre ; 
some  at  twenty-five ;  and  some  even  as  hi^ 
aa  fifty  cents.  One  gentleman  did  not  hedtatd 
to  say  that  the  ag^egate  value  of  it  would 
amount  to  one  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  and 
another  bad  carried  it  up  evwi  higher.  It  was 
evident  that  the  information  possessed  by  the 
House  on  the  aubject  was  vague  and  indefinite. 
Alluding  to  the  appeal  ao  strongly  made  by  the 
gentleman  from  Tenneesee  (Mr.  Obookkt)  to 
grant  the  lands  to  the  poor  settlers  on  the  score 
of  charity,  he  asked  the  House  whether  there 
were  not  hundreds  and  thousands  of  thur  fel- 
low-oitixens  in  other  States  and  territories 
who  might  urge  a  similar  plea  for  relief  at  the 
public  expense  I  Certainly  there  were;  and 
that  measure,  supposing  it  to  recdve  the  sanc- 
tion of  that  House,  would  operate  as  a  premium 
to  the  poor  to  settle  npon  the  pubho  lands. 
The  exeruse  of  acts  of  charity,  no  one  could 
deny,  reflected  the  highest  honor  npon  the 
human  heart ;  but  it  ^ould  not  be  forgotten 
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that  those  very  lands,  with  the  other  part  of 
the  public  domain,  were  pledged  for  the  ptiy- 
nient  of  the  pubHcaebt.  He  begged  it  to  be  oh' 
aerred,  also,  that  the  lands  were  rapidly  in- 
creamng  in  ralne,  and  in  all  probability,  in  the 
course  of  a  few  years,  those  pitJfnl  scraps  and 
fragments  of  sand  and  rock  would  exceed  in 
valne  thesumof  half  a  million  of  dollara.  They 
wonld,  besides,  be  compelled  to  grant  similar 
privileges  to  other  States.  He  concluded  hy 
saying  that  he  was  decidedly  adverse  to  the 


Hr.  Woods,  of  Ohio,  said  he  had  risen  to 
address  the  House  in  reply  to  the  argmneutf) 
and  statements  made  by  the  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  {Mr,  Lb*,)  and  to  notice  the  re- 
marks made  some  days  since  by  bis  colleague, 
(Mr.  Polk.)  I  am  (said  Mr.  W.)  in  favor  of  the 
smendment  now  before  the  House,  proposed  by 
the  gentleman  (Mr.  Ohookbtt)  who  represents 
the  district  in  which  a  great  portion  of  the 
land  in  qnestion  lies.  I  am  opposed  to  tiie 
original  bUl ;  first,  because  the  arguments  urged 
by  its  Menda  are  not  sustuned  b^  the  facts 
which  are  on  record  before  ns ;  and  in  the  next 
place,  I  believe  the  principles  oq  which  the  bill 
rests,  wonld,  if  recognized  in  this  case,  overturn 
our  whole  land  system.  From  the  statement 
made  to  theKonse  by  the  mover  of  this  amend- 
ment, and  the  slight  eiamination  I  had  given 
to  the  snhject,  I  did,  the  other  day,  express  the 
opinion  that  the  State  of  Tennessee  bad  exceed^ 
ed  its  authority,  I  will  presently  refer  gentle- 
men to  the  facts  on  which  I  fbonded  my 
opinion. 

The  gentleman  who  sddressed  the  Honse  to- 
day advocated  die  bill  as  a  measure  of  jnstice 
to  Tennessee.  He  asserted  that,  while  all  the 
other  new  States  have  received  large  gftatB  for 
Schools,  colleges,  and  other  ol^ects,  Tennessee 
hasliad  nothing.  He  magnified  the  liberality 
of  Government  to  Ohio,  and  would  have  ns 
believe  that  Tennessee  had  alone  been  neglect- 
ed, and  has  derived  no  benefit  from  the  liberal 
appropriations  made  of  onr  public  lands.  The 
gentleman  who  addressed  the  House  last  week 
^Ir.  Polk)  reminded  us  that  this  clfum  was 
presented  by  a  respectful  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  that  State.  He  seemed  to  think 
we  should  not  presume  to  question  the  facte 
asaomed  in  that  memorial,  or  the  legality  of  the 
acts  of  the  Legislature.  Sir,  however  respect- 
ful the  memorial  may  bo,  and  to  whatever  def- 
erence it  is  entitled,  we  have  here  the  right  to 
examine  the  justice  of  the  claim  preferred  by 
the  State,  and  to  investigate  the  legality  of  its 
legislative  proceedings.  I  concede  to  Uie  me- 
morial of  Tennessee  the  same  consideration  I 
would  give  to  the  recommendations  of  any 
other  Btate,  but  nothing  more. 

The  assertion,  on  which  this  whole  measure 
rests,  is  that  Congress  agreed,  by  the  act  c^ 
April,  1806,  to  give  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  a 
section  of  school  land  for  every  six  miles  square 
in  the  State;  and  ss  it  is  alleged  there  was 
not  a  sufficient  qaanUty  of  laod  in  the  disttict 


north  and  east  of  the  reservation  line,  to  utl^ 
this  grant,  that  we  are  bound  to  make  np  Ibe 
deficiency  out  of  the  public  land  south  and 
west  of  that  line.  This  oonstructiou  of  th«  ict 
of  Con^^ss  is,  in  my  opinion,  tltt^ther  incor- 
rect The  whole  of  Uie  land  in  the  diitiict 
north  and  east  of  the  reservation  line,  whidi  in- 
cludes more  than  two-thirds  of  the  State,  vas 
grsiit«d  to  Tennessee  upon  certun  oondiUom; 
one  of  which  was,  that  the  State  should  "  loote 
six  hundred  and  forty  acres  to  every  six  miles 
square,  where  existing  ctums  wonld  allow  ittt 
same,  for  the  use  of  schools."  This,  sir,  ns  i 
condition  obligatory  on  Tenneaaee,  and  not  as 
the  General  Oovenmient.  [See  United  SUtes 
Laws,  vol.  4,  page  40.]  fint  admitting  this  otm- 
stroction  to  be  correct,  and  giving  to  the  set  of 
OoDgrees  the  greatest  posnblo  l^tude,  I  irill 
prove  to  the  Honse  that  Tenneaeee  has  nodM 
a  much  greater  quantity  of  land  than  it  would 
be  entitled  to,  allowing  idz  htmdred  sod  forlr 
acres  for  every  six  mues  sqnare  in  the  whok 
Bute. 

The  gentleman  was,  I  believe,  entirely  mil- 
taken,  when  he  informed  the  House  that  Tto- 
nessee  had  received  less  of  the  public  lands  tbu 
Ohio,  or  any  other  new  State.  Two  townsbijH 
for  colleges,  and  one  section  to  every  six  mila 
square,  for  common  schools,  has  been  gnnt«d 
to  most  of  the  new  States  and  the  terriUriei 
Bnt  what  has  Tennessee  received  I  Sbe  hit 
received  much  more  than  Ohio,  Indiana,  <n 
Illinois,  including  all  our  grants  for  ot^ege^ 
schools,  roads,  and  canals,  Tennessee  has  re- 
ceived more  than  two  millions  six  hnndreJ 
thousand  acres  of  the  publia  land,  purchased 
by  Congress  as  a  common  fund,  for  the  benefit 
of  (he  whole  Union,  and  she  now  modeetiy  aak> 
five  millions  more. 

The  Commissioner  of  the  General  Land  Offic* 
informs  us  that  "  the  district  of  country  f jing 
north  and  west  of  the  bonndaries  de«gn8t«d  t^ 
the  act  of  April,  leoe,"  the  whole  of  which  tldi 
bill  proposes  to  give  to  Tennessee,  "  is  a  verj 
fine  one,  and  contuns  a  large  portion  of  Isads 
of  very  superior  quality ;  "  and  that,  "  from  m 
estimate  made  from  the  best  maps  is  the  posses- 
sion of  this  oSce,  it  appears  that  the  lanoe  lyiitt 
south  and  west  of  Uie  line  above  mentiMiw 
amount  to  eight  millions  five  hundred  tbouusd 

res." — Smtte  Iheummt*,  vol,  B,  doe,  7S. 

By  the  act  of  April,  1806,  all  the  lands  in  the 
State,  Dortli  and  east  of  the  reservation  line, 
were  ceded  to  Tennessee,  eubjeot  t«  oertsin 
conditions.  In  this  country  Congress  resuved 
to  the  State,  in  trust  for  the  support  of  colleges 
.and  academies,  two  hnndred  thousand  acres— 
I  than  eight  townships.  The  Stato  yet  owni 
nillion  flity-flve  thousand  acres,  snbiect  to 

possessory  right  of  the  Indians,  whidi  will 

probably  soon  be  extinguished.  Tenneaee  hu 
also  received,  in  one  small  district,  one  mlllioD 
and  twenty-four  thousand  sores.  Jo  addition 
to  all  this,  more  than  twenty-two  thousand 
seven  honored  acres  of  school  land  has  been 
lo«it«d,  and  three  hundred  and  five  thonsuid 
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lamd  ObHuM  ThoicMw. 


MTM  dictriboted  betireen  the  BUt«  and  the 
ITiuTeraitT  of  North  Oarolina ;  the  whole  qosn- 
&j  of  luid  racdved  b7  TennesMe,  aa  ^ipeiin 
fma  Okm  doOTunente,  being  more  than  two 
miUioiu  NX  hundred  thonund  acres.  I  make 
iMi  •tatunent  npon  the  aathoritj  of  the  doon- 
meoti  now  before  me.  [See  United  Btat«s 
Ian,  joL  IT.,  p.  40 ;  Senate  Doc.  tdI.  Iv.,  doo. 
1S6  ud  160;  Indian  Treatiea,  p.  466;  and 
TeoDHHe  Iaws,  18S2,  p.  42,  and  182S,  p.  87.] 
Part  <rf  tb«M  flmall  aorapi,  aa  gentlemen 
iQold  oaH  them,  hare  been  sold  by  the  State, 
land  to  6m  amofmt  of  fonr  hnndred  and  eight j 
HMUUid  doUan  wu  pnrcbaaed  in  1820,  at 
pibUa  Hie,  in  the  Hlwaaaee  diitriot ;  In  which 
tbera  has  tinoe  been  pdd  for  land,  ent«red  at 
prints  Nle,  two  hnndnd  and  aeventj-aiz  thoQ' 
«Dd  two  hsndrad  and  twenty  doUarH,  amoimt- 
iig  in  bia  one  nudl  Patriot  to  seven  hmidred 
mi  tSj-iii  thonsand  two  hnndred  ud  twentj 
idlan ;  to  which,  if  we  add  the  valne  of  the 
NlleM  ind  Khool  Ifwda,  and  the  three  hundred 
ud  m  Uionsand  acres  shared  with  the  North 
OmlmaUaiTersity,  at  theminimnmof  twodol- 
lui  p«r  acre,  we  will  find  that  the  State  baa 
Mtind  fnta  the  poblic  lands,  more  than  one 
^Uira  MTOD  ikondred  thooaand  dollars,  and 
Rin  bolda  the  fee  (ample  to  oae  million  6ttj-ive 

HwH,  sir,  ara  the  fiutta,  in  the  face  of  which 
(Wleaai  lure  aaanred  ns  that  Tenueaaee  had 
M  (Miined  an  equitable  proportion  of  the  pnb- 
lietnda ;  that  her  oUima  have  been  disregarded ; 
■lid  tbat  she  had  revived  nothing  fi^m  the 
liWtlitj  of  the  General  Govenimeiit  We 
ixre  betrd  mnoh  BJ^d  of  the  rights  reserved  bj 
Sonfa  Carolina  in  the  cesdon  of  this  territory 
to  tb»  United  Btatea,  which  naj  still  be  en- 
^>ntd  againat  thia  Govenunent,  if  we  adopt 
Ai<  inendnwnt.  I  believe,  rar,  all  the  lo^ 
diima  of  the  citizens  of  that  Btste  have  long 
■<>M  been  provided  for.  If  they  have  not  been 
iKidid,  Tenneesee  is  bound  to  pt^  them  ont 
of  tin  lands  granted  to  that  State,  npon  this  ei- 
|nM  condition.  If  Tenneaaee  has  received 
Dm  Uun  seven  hnndred  and  flfh-rix  thooaand 
doDwi  for  a  Nnall  district  of  Uiia  land,  there 
Mideartainlj  have  been  enov^  fonnd  to  aat- 
%  in  the  onlatanding  olalma  and  warrantA. 
^Blateraeiatedtheclunu  aet  np  b;  North 
Ctfi^ina,  and  refiieed  to  satisff  them  ont  of  the 
>ud>  to  wikii  the  State  had  a  legal  title ;  bat 
^  GoDgreaa,  by  the  act  of  1618,  aotiioriEed 
"niifMHi  to  perfect  titlee  to  lands  belonging  to 
wddtcdSUteajBonth  and  weat  of  the  reser- 
Tib»  Hoe,  that  St^e  and  North  Oarolinadid 
ledaima  which  had  been  declared  in- 
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J  thousand  Mrea 

«|wd)and,to  which  the  United  States  still 
ui,  in  my  jodgment,  a  legal  title.  Oongrees 
^  ntrcr  acceded  to  the  right  claimed  1^  North 
^■jii^to  imie  wairanta  for  the  benentof  her 
,  .3*""^ ;  nor  haa  the  power  ever  been  given 
t^TnuMsee  to  permit  locations  to  be  made, 
Ad  tttlM  perfected,  on  sooh  wairanta.    Long  I 


after  the  State  of  Tennessee  had  repeatedly 
provided  hy  law  for  olosinK  her  land  offioea, 
they  were  again  opened,  under  new  provisions ; 
not,  indeed,  as  an  act  of  Justice  or  magnanimity 
to  the  soldier  who  fon^t  the  batUes  of  the 
Revolntion,  or  to  his  heirs,  bat  for  the  benefit 
of  a  North  Carolina  corporation.  Sir,  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  had  no  more  right  to  issne 
warrants  to  her  University,  in  the  names  of  the 
soldiers  who  had  been  dead  for  half  a  centary, 
without  heirs  or  representatives,  than  she  would 
have  to  issne  wairaate  in  the  names  of  the 
Egyptian  hosts  drowned  in  the  Red  Sea,  upon 
the  master  rolls  of  Fbaroah's  army.  The  Legis- 
lature of  Tennessee,  in  the  year  1B23,  upon  the 
respectfal  memorial  of  the  University  of  North 
Oarolina,  made  a  oompromise  with  th&t  corpo- 
ration, and  confirmed  its  claima  to  the  amonnt 
of  two  hnndred  thousand  acres,  upon  the  con- 
dition that  sixty  thonsand  acres  should  be  trans- 
ferred, and  the  title  warranted  by  the  Univer- 
sity to  the  State  of  Tennessee.  This' was  done, 
probably  much  to  the  mutual  satisfaction  of  the 
parties.  A  new  edition  of  warrants  was  issued, 
and,  in  1S2S,  an  agreement  was  made  by  the 
agents  of  Tennessee  and  the  University,  to  con- 
firm the  title  to  one  hundred  and  five  thooaand 
acres  more  of  land  tor  dead  men's  warrants. 
The  Bteto  of  Tennessee,  however,  took  care  to 
keep  two-thirds  of  this  giiantity  to  itself,  and 
gave  one-third  to  the  University,  which  wae 
no  doubt  well  satisfied  with  the  bargain. — [See 
Iaws  of  Tenneeeee  of  1893  and  188S,  befbre  re- 
ferred to.] 
[Here  the  debat«  dosed  tor  thia  Aay.] 


TunDAT,  January  18. 
Zand  ClamM  in  TmMttM. 

The  Bouse  resumed  the  connderation  of  the 
Tenneesee  Land  Bill — the  question  being  tm  the 
amendment  moved  by  Hr.  Obockbtt,  as  a  sub- 
stitnte  for  the  bill,  aa  modified,  on  the  suggee- 
tion  of  Ifr.  Polk. 

Hr.  Bum  said  that  he  had  refrained  fhran 
saying  any  thing  on  thia  measure,  when  it  was 
under  consideration  and  discussion  on  former 
oooarions,  because  of  the  interest  which  his  col- 
leagnee  had  manifested,  and  also  the  fkct  that 
they  had  explained  satis&ctorily  the  object  and 
end  of  the  memorial  of  the  Legialatore  of  his 
State ;  and  he  would  have  contented  himself 
at  this  time  by  giving  a  silent  vote^  bat  for  the 
unjastiflable  attempts  which  have  been  made 
to  drive  It  from  the  Honse,  by  a  kind  of  ^e 
wind,  not  only  Jeoparding  the  measaroj  bnt  tar- 
nishing tjie  purity  of  legialation  in  his  native 


_  total  disr^ard  to  the  character  of  ue  State. 
This  But^eot,  though  so  fliLy  disoaased,  seemed 
yet  to  be  grossly  misunderstood  by  some  of  the- 
gentiemen  whose  opinions  had  been  entressed 
r_  iv~  ~„,«.  of  the  debate,  and,  donbtless,  by 
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many  others  who  had  not  partioipated  therein. 
It  shonid  b«  his  porptwe,  If  he  oodd  receive — 
what  had  but  seldom  been  awarded  to  the 
Speaker — the  attention  of  the  House, 
sent  the  claim  of  Tennessee  in  its  proper  light 
while  he  should  expose  tlie  demerits  of  each  and 
every  proposition,  which  had  been  made, 
the  amendment  to  the  original  bill. 

Bat  (Mr,  B.  said)  before  he  wonld  proceed 
to  the  subject,  he  would  give  a  passing  notice 
to  the  statements  and  opinions  of  some  gentle- 
men who  had  expressed  their  preference  for 
the  amendment  of  fata  colleague.  A  gentleman 
from  Eentncky  (Ur.  Buoxneb)  lofonns  vm  that 
his  apposition  to  the  original  bill  was  recorded 
at  the  last  ses^on,  bnt  that  he  intends  to  sop- 
port  the  proposed  amendment,  beoanae  he  pre- 
fers to  give  the  lands  in  Tennessee  to  oconpanta 
rather  Uian  to  the  State ;  and  that  he  can  see 
no  good  reason  for  doing  indirectljr  what  this 
House  has  the  power  to  do  directlr.  This  is  a 
mistake,  into  which,  I  fear,  man;  have  fallen. 
The  State  of  Tennessee  has  never  assumed, 
before  this  House,  the  character  of  a  suppliant 
asking  for  &Tors.  As  one  of  its  Representa- 
tives I  ask  the  performance  of  jour  contract, 
(if  not  joDTS,  your  predecessors,)  stdemnly  en- 
tered into,  and  which  has  never  been  rcaUzed. 
But,  on  t^is  snigect,  I  shall  have  occasion, 
hereafter,  to  speak  more  at  large.  A  member 
from  North  Carolina  (Mr.  Ouipbpxs)  sud  that 
he  would  vote  to  give  the  lands  to  the  occu- 
pants, rather  than  to  the  State,  because  they 
(the  occupants)  "had  risked  their  lives  in  tak- 
ing possession  of  their  lands,  and  hod  encoun- 
tereo  privations  incident  to  the  settlement  of 
all  new  conntries."  Mr.  B.  said  that  he  had  not 
expected  to  hear  such  arguments  in  favor  of 
the  propoBition  from  the  members  from  the  State 
fh>m  wnence  that  gentleman  came,  and  he  felt 
himself  constrained  to  say,  that  it  evinced  snch 
profound  ignorance  of  the  history  of  the  landed 
system  is  Kortb  Carolina  and  Tennessee,  and 
8Qch  an  ill~timed  display  of  benevolence  for  a 

Siart  of  the  good  people  of  Tennessee,  that  he 
eared  that  it  arose  fhim  the  considerai40Q  that 
they  were  the  minority,  and  that,  by  extending 
his  ofGces  of  kindness  to  them,  he  would  thwart 
the  views  of  the  majority,  and  disappoint  the 
eniectations  of  the  dole^^on  on  this  floor. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  could  not  bnt  remind  the 
member  that  the  citizens  of  the  district  which 
he  (Mr.  B.)  now  represented,  once  deserved  the 
character  of  hardy  adventOTers,  "who  risked 
their  lives  in  qnest  of  their  homes;"  they  were 
the  descendants  of  the  good  people  of  the  gen- 
tleman's own  State,  and  went  out  under  the 
auspices  of  that  respectable  State.  Did  the 
gentleman  at  that  time  feel  differentiy  ft^nn 
what  he  now  does?  Then,  the  mother  State, 
clothed  with  parental  kindness,  sud  to  the  oc- 
onpanta  who  invaded  the  Indian  territory,  with 
the  rifle  in  the  one  hand,  and  Jacob's  staff  in 
the  other,  yon  shall  have  a  preference  of  entry, 
or  pre-emption  in  purchase,  for  the  improv&-> 
meats  which  yon  lutre  thus  made,  and  which 
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were  emphatically  "  at  the  risk  of  life,  ud  un- 
der ali  the  privations  incident  to  new  settle- 
ments." That  was  viewed  as  an  act  of  gttit 
kindneea,  thongh  the  settJeis  were  the  hiSd«n 
of  military  warrants,  and  had  fought  in  tiie 
It«volntionary  stmm^e.  [Here  Va.  Cu8a>i 
said  that  many  of  hia  friends  snppoiied  sllanou 
had  been  made  to  him,  which  he  did  not  be- 
lieve, himself^  bnt  asked  an  explanation.  To 
which  Mr.  B.  replied,  that  he  had  no  referoice 
to  that  gentleman;  hia  allnaion  was  to  tie 
member  in  bis  eye,  who  had  asugned  hie  rea- 
son for  supporting  the  amendment  of  bU  col- 
league, a  day  or  two  Hioce.]  A  word  u  to 
the  oironmstances  under  which  posseauou  su 
taken  of  the  country,  in  which  uie  Isnda  naff 
in  question  lie.  In  1818,  the  Chickasaw  h- 
dians  ceded  the  land  within  the  limits  of  Ten- 
nessee to  tbe  General  Government;  that  land 
had  been  used  by  them  as  a  hunting  gnnmd; 
after  the  treaty  they  abandoned  it  I«n- 
nessee  sent  its  Eurreyors  and  eectioned  tb« 
whole  oonntry ;  it  was  thrown  open  to  lbs 
Nortii  Carolina  warrant-holders,  who  took  vf 
the  choice  of  the  oonntry ;  and  the  reeidoe  bu 
been  possessed  by  the  occnpanta.  Sir,  said  Ur. 
B.,  no  people  ever  have  settled  npon  the  pnblie 
donuun  under  circnmstances  less  adverse, 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  now  come  to  the  rab- 
ject  wbicb  he  believed  to  be  the  proper  theme 
of  discussion — he  meant  the  right  of  Tenneoee 
to  the  Borplns  lands  within  its  limita,  for  tbe 
porpoee  of  making  good  the  deficit  in  tiie  Bcbool 
fund.  He  would  inquire,  what  had  been  asked ; 
what  the  House  had  done ;  and  what  was  no* 
attempted?  The  L^ialatore  of  Tenoeesee, 
some  four  or  five  years  ago,  memorialized  Con- 
gress, and  instructed  the  Senators  and  request- 
ed the  Representatives  from  the  State  to  nse 
their  influence  to  obtain  a  cession  of  the  vacant 
residuum  of  lands  within  the  State,  after  Um 
satisfaction  of  aU  the  North  Carolina  clums, 
for  the  purpose  of  uding  the  school  fond  of 
that  State ;  that  memorial  was  entertained  bj 
tbe  House,  and  a. Select  Committee  raised  for 
tbe  purpose  of  inquiring  into  tbo  validity  (rf  the 
claim ;  that  committee,  composed  of  membeis 
from  several  States,  did  investigate  the  subject, 
and  report  in  favor  of  the  application  wbich 
had  been  made  by  the  Legislature  of  the  Slate, 
and  the  bill,  after  having  undergone  discussiuu 
at  two  former  sessions,  has  again  oome  up  for 
conaderatioa.  Now,  on  the  spur  of  the  occa- 
sion, my  colleague  (Mr,  Obooutt)  rises  in  liis 
place,  enA  proposes  an  amendment,  dissimilar 
in  its  ol^ec^  and  entirely  novel;  which  propo- 
sition, thus  mconsiderately  offered,  against  the 
instructions  of  oor  Legislature  and  the  wishes 
of  the  delegation,  we  are  gravely  asked  tc 
adopt.  Sir,  (stud  Mr.  B.,)  to  say  nothing  of  the 
want  of  courtesy  in  this  movement,  and  the 
marked  disrespect  paid  to  your  committee,  I 
must  say  that  it  is  unparalleled  in  tlie  history 
of  our  legislation,  dangerous  in  its  tendency, 
and  needs  only  to  be  named  in  order  to  meet 
marked  disapprobation.    Mr.  B.  aaid  that  be 
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had  b«ird  in  times  put,  mnch  said,  both  in 
ind  ont  of  this  hall,  in  crimination  of  those 
f  ho  had  the  temeritj  to  disregard  the  inflnence 
or  pqinlar  will,  whether  ezprass  or  implied. 
He  wonld  wk  the  Hoaae  if  they,  who  are  not 
iDJtrneted,  wonld  be  instramental  in  drivioK 
thoM  irho  were,  Into  diaobedienoe,  or  would 
ttaj  tutction  the  principle  that  the  reqnest  of  a 
tanr^ga  State,  expressed  through  its  Legialo- 
tnre,  Aonld  be  oontemptnonslj  rejected  t 

The  State  of  Tennessee  founds  her  claim 
upon  the  beueflcial  prorisiona  of  the  second 
randitioo  of  the  act  of  oession  of  1S06,  which  is 
uMowa:  "That  the  State  of  Tennoaiiee  shall 


limits  of  &e  lands  reserved  to  the  Cherokee 
hdiiBS,  bj  an  act  of  the  8tat«  of  North  Coro- 
lina,  CBtiUM  an  act  for  openiag  the  land  office, 
for  Um  redemption  of  nwcie  sod  other  certifl- 
oUt,  sad  diKharKing  the  arrears  due  to  the 
innj,  pused  in  the  jeai  178S,  and  shall  be  for 
ths  use  of  two  colleges,  one  in  East  and  one  in 
Vest  Tennewee,  to  be  established  by  the  Leg- 
iibtnte  thweof;  and  one  hundred  thousand 
■nee  in  one  tract,  with  the  limits  last  aforesaid, 
for  tb«  use  of  aoademieB,  one  in  each  connt;  in 
Mid  8tit«^  to  be  established  bj  the  LegisUture 
thtnaf ;  which  said  several  tracts  shall  be  lo- 
Mtod  on  lauds  to  which  the  Indian  title  has 
Iwnaitingnished,  and  subject  to  the  disposition 
cpf  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  bnt  shall  not  be 
griBlad  or  sold  for  less  than  two  dollars  per 
lete  \  and  the  proceeds  of  the  lands  afureaaid 
iMl  be  Tested  m  fbnds  for  the  respeotire  uses 
■tbressid,  forever.  And  the  State  of  Tennessee 
■hill,  moreover.  Id  issuing  grants  and  perfect- 
isf  titles,  locate  uz  hnndred  and  forty  acres  to 
fnrj  ail  miles  square  in  the  territory  hereby 
Hded,  where  existing  claims  will  ^ow  the 
fat,  which  shall  be  for  the  ose  of  schools  for 
tbe  instnietion  of  children,  fbrever."  Here 
(wd  Ur.  B.)  is  your  bond  presented,  and  one 
*luch  has  been  uncancelled,  so  far  as  relates  to 
the  common  school  faqd — that  fund  which 
pi<xiUK8  more  to  diaeeminate  the  blessines  of 
tdocation  amongst  the  poor  than  all  others. 
And  how  bos  it  been  met!  No  gentleman, 
Tithin  his  recollection,  has  denied  hut  that  six 
hrmdred  and  forty  acres  of  land,  within  each 
■ii  miles  square,  was  intended  to  be  siven  to 
t^  Bt«te  for  the  use  of  common  schools ;  bnt, 
*}  ther,  it  was  unon  the  condition  "  that  ez- 
Htiif  daims  wonla  allow  thereof."  What  was 
■Mfflt by  exieting claims?  Surely,  those  which 
^  beat  issoed  and  appropriated  to  the  soil, 
utermtothedeedofcession.  It  could  not  have 
™i  intntded  Uiat  the  surveyors  shonld,  in 
•'ring  off  the  school  lands,  be  compelled  to 
'^  Dtt  only  to  the  present  time,  bnt,  under 
™  act  of  cession,  to  sn  illimitable  period,  in 
ifder  to  flscerttin  if  claims,  not  then  existing, 
'OqW  thereafter  exist.  No,  sir,  at  the  time  of 
«*  donation,  ol^ms  did  exist,  they  had  been 
Tpfopriated  in  that  section  of  country,  snd  it 
"•  a  matter  of  nncertainty  whether  rix  hun- 


dred and  forty  acres  conld  be  laid  down  within 
the  six  miles  square,  withont  interfering  with 

§  re-existing  locations ;  therefore,  ont  of  abun* 
ant  caution,  was  the  qoalifioation  mode  in  Uie 
gift  of  cearaon. 

Ur.  B.  said  he  could  assure  the  House  tliat 
not  one  acre  of  school  lands  had  been  laid  off 
within  the  district  which  his  coUeagne.  who 
addressed  the  House  on  yflsterday,  himself  rep- 
resented. Why  was  it  so  t  A  pMn  answer  la 
at  hand.  The  soldiers  of  the  KevoIntioD,  be- 
longing to  the  North  Oarolina  line,  who  had 
staked  their  lives  and  fortunes  upon  the  glo-  . 
rious  canse,  relied  npon  this  means  for  compen- 
sation, which  had  been  Jointly  assigned  for  uieir 
satls&ction  and  the  advancement  of  litoratore 
in  the  State  of  Teonessee.  As  the  agent  of 
North  Carolina,  Tennessee  disdained  to  ^pro- 
priate  any  portion  of  this  joint  fiind  to  her  lit- 
erary institutions,  though  entlUed  to  do  so,  or 
any  other  act  which  would  diminish  the  fund 
or  retard  the  aoldier  in  the  receipt  of  his  hard- 
earned  bounty.  But,  being  satisfied  that,  north 
and  east  of  the  reservation  line,  a  deficiency 
must  exist,  the  lemslation  of  Tennessee  was  ex- 
clusively directed  to  the  interest  and  con- 
venience of  the  Revolutionary  soldier,  trusting 
that  the  liberal  provisions  of  the  third  section 
of  the  act  of  cession,  favoring  common  schools, 
wonld  thereafter  be  realiz^  in  good  lUth ; 
which  was,  "  that,  if  the  territory  thereby 
ceded  to  the  State  of  Tennessee  shonld  not  con- 
tain a  snffioient  quantity  of  land,  fit  for  cultiva- 
tion, according  to  tbe  true  intent  and  meaning 
of  the  original  act  of  cesdon,  inclndins  the  lands 
reserved  by  the  State  of  North  Carolina  to  the 
Cherokee  Lidians,  to  perfect  all  existing  legal 
claims  charged  thereon,  by  the  conditions  oon- 
tuoed  in  the  act  of  cession.  Congress  would 
thereafter  provide  for  perfecting  snch  as  coold 
not  be  located  in  the  territory,  out  of  the  lands 
lying  west  or  south  of  the  befbre  described 
line.  Now,  B^d  Ur.  B.,  seeing  that  more  than 
two-thirds  of  East  Tennessee  nos  not  a  single 
foot  of  school  lands,  owing  te  the  Just,  though 
disinterested  preference  given  to  the  soldier; 
and  seeing  that  yonr  predecessors  stipulated,  in 
the  event  of  the  country,  north  and  east  of  the 
aforesud  line,  being  insufficient  to  satisfy  the 
claims  charged  npou  it,  that  satisfaction  should 
be  made  south  and  west  of  sud  line,  can  it  be 
B^d  that  we  are  askino  too  much,  when  we 
only  ask  the  refuse  of  those  lands  to  be  snh- 
stitnted  for  lands  of  superior  qnolity,  which  we 
ought  to  have  received )  If  the  school  lands 
had  been  laid  off  within  each  six  miles  sqoore^ 
as  contemplated  by  the  act  of  cession,  each 
tract  would  have  been  more  than  equal  to  a 
score  of  those  now  asked  for. 

Ur.  B.  said  that  he  wonld  now  inquire  into 
the  burdens  which  had  been  imposed  upon  Ten- 
nessee, and  her  indncementa  to  enconnter  them. 
The  district  which  he  had  the  honor  to  repre- 
sent was  first  settled ;  the  citizens  of  which,  in 
order  to  obtain  their  dums,  were  compelled  to 
cross  over  what,  at  that  tune,  was  considered 


dbyGoogle 


vs.] 


ABBIDOHEMT  OF  THE 


an  almiMt  impusftble  chain  of  monntaina ;  when 
they  reached  thdr  intended  homes,  the;  were 

nuTonnded  bj  savages  and  beasts  ctt  pre;,  and 
deprived  of  eyeiy  conTeoience  and  oonifort  in- 
cident to  civilized  life.  After  thus  anataininK 
themselves  amidst  portantoos  difficulties,  ana 
being  established  as  a  member  of  this  great 
Con^derac;,  the  langaage  of  complaint  was 
heard  on  the  subject  of  their  inconveniences  in 
obtuning  from  the  seat  of  QovemmcDt  of  the 


10  dear  a  rate.  This  as  a  matter 
inclined  Tennessee  to  assmce  the  ageoc;  and  to 
enter  into  a  concern  in  which  she  was  to  he- 
come  the  responsible  member  of  the  firm 
though  not  participator  ia  the  profits. 

It  camiot  be  supposed  that  the  State  of  Ten- 
nessee Bssomed  the  responsihilitv  and  iucorred 
the  expense  of  superintending  the  landed  con- 
cerns of  others  from  motives  of  convenience 
alone.  Becm'  to  her  past  historj  and  what  are 
the  facts  t  Thirty  years'  legislatioQ  and  con- 
sequent taxation  in  order  to  keep  tip  this  land- 
ed system ;  Boards  of  Commisaioners  for  the 
adJadicatioD  of  the  Iforth  Carolina  land  claims 
and  for  agents  sent  to  North  Carolina  to  pro- 
onre  copies^of  the  books  in  the  Exeontave  office 
of  that  State ;  and  for  what  t  I  answer  from 
the  confident  hope  that  there  wonid  be  a  reali- 
zation of  some  benefit  to  her  or  to  the  literal? 
InstitnttoDS  of  the  State  after  satisfaction  of  ah 
the  clums  of  North  Carolina  upon  that  terri' 
tory — a  hope  that  firom  the  sorplns  lands  over 
which  her  care  was  to  be  extended,  a  fimd 
would  be  rused  to  gladden  the  poor  man's 
heart  by  seeing  the  ctoods  of  ignorance  and  er- 
ror dissipated  from  the  mind  of  his  o&pring 
under  the  genial  inflaence  of  the  rays  of  ednca- 
tion  which  had  measurably  been  obscnred  in 
their  lonely  retreat  la  this  way,  and  this 
alone,  could  he  account  for  the  labors  perform- 
e^L  and  expenses  incurred  by  his  native  Btate, 
when,  for  many  yeara,  these  burdens  were  sus- 
tained by  the  district,  the  citizens  of  which  his 
oolleague  and  himself  represented.  If  he  was 
correct  in  saying  that  all  the  North  Carolina 
d^ms  were  first  to  he  satisfied,  and  in  satisfy- 
ing them,  school  lands  were  to  have  been  laid 
off  for  each  six  miles  square,  he  would  pot  a 
plain  question  to  the  House.  Suppose,  in  the 
exercise  of  great  good  feeling  towards  the  oc- 
cupants in  the  Weatem  district  of  Tennessee, 
you  should  give  away  the  fund  which  was  pro- 
vided for  the  salJsfftclion  of  the  claims  before 
Bpecifled,  what  think  yon  would  be  the  next  ap- 
plication 1  Surely  it  would  be  to  you  both  on 
the  part  of  North  Carolina  and  Tennessee  to 
discharge  their  respective  clwma.  Will  you 
then  divest  yourselves  of  the  means  of  paying 
your  debts  and  exercise  generodty,  at  ute  ex- 
pense of  justice? 

Hr.  IsAOKs  said :  I  will  not  occupy  the  at- 
teution  of  the  House  with  constmctioos  of  ces- 
sions and  oompacts,  and  the  history  of  legisla- 
tion growing  out  of  them,  in  North  Carolina 
and  Tennessee ;  enough  has  been  a^d  already 


[JiaiuiT,  1829. 
to  TTiaintaiHj  as  far  as  all  tliat  can  go,  tb« 
ground  taken  in  support  of  this  bill.  I  WUJ 
content  myself  with  presenting  one  plun  view  of 
the  subject,  which  others  may  have  overlot^ed. 
I  submit  to  the  Bouse  this  direct  and  rimple 
inquiry :  In  the  present  mtuation  of  this  Isud, 
what  is  it  likely  to  be  worth  to  the  Cmtcd 
States  t  It  must  he  answered,  if  it  remaiu  ss 
it  is,  it  can  be  worth  nothing.  Will  yoo  b«  st 
the  expense  of  surveying,  selling,  and  makiag 
titles  to  it  t  Will  it  pay  cost,  and  yield  a  fnAt 
over,  which  will  be  wortb  the  experiuMott 
The  United  States  can't  dispose  of  it  withoot 
establishing  a  land  office  there ;  a  raster  and 
receiver  must  be  appointed,  and  a  surveyor, 
with  salaries,  such  as  are  ^ven  to  the  like  offi- 
cers elsewhere :  for  these,  under  our  ^rstem  af 
land  laws,  are  salary  officeia.  A  register  and 
receiver  get,  each,  beeides  commisrionB  oa 
sales,  five  hundred  dollars  a  year.  The  sur- 
veyor, besides  compensation  per  mile,  tvo 
thousand  dollars. 

The  United  States  cannot  establish  aikd  k«ep 
there  the  necessary  machinery  for  the  appro- 
priation of  these  lands,  at  sn  expense  short  of 
five  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  And  tbeu, 
how  are  the  public  lands  of  the  Goverainent 
disposed  oft  Not  an  acre  of  it  can,  nndw  the 
existing  taws,  be  sold,  either  at  pablio  or  pri- 
vate sue,  for  less  than  one  dollar  and  twentj- 
five  cents  per  acre.  Doea  any  man,  from  the 
^neral  but  faithful  acoonnt  given  of  the  qual- 
ity of  the  land,  believe  that  there  i«  any  put  of 
it  that  would  ever  sell  at  that  price  I  If  h« 
does,  he  is  certainly  much  mistaken,  as  I  wiD 
show.  You  may  expose  your  land  there  to 
pablio  sale;  your  crier  may  cry  himadf  to 
death;  yon  may  continue  your  land  office; 
and  in  fifty  years  yon  oannot  sell  land  eoon^ 
to  pay  the  expense  of  one  year :  for  the  plaioeet 
of  bU  reasons — the  land  is  not  worth  the  price 

C.  set  upon  it.  Whenever  this  subject  hB» 
n  before  the  House,  some  gentlemen  bSTe 
shown  much  sensibility,  and  exprened  greit 
concern,  lest  Congress  should  relinquish  to 
Tenneesee  property  of  great  value  if  retained. 
If  gentlemen  Uilnk  so,  how  is  it  that  no  oae  of 
them  has  ever  submitted  a  proposition  to  bare 
the  neoeasaiT  offices  establi^ed,  and  the  duties 
performed,  by  which  the  Govemmeot  could 
realize  the  value,  which^  argument,  had  been 
attached  to  the  lands  t  Why  have  they  so  long 
forborue  to  attend  to  this  great  interest  t  Tbeir 
own  conduct  goes  clearly  to  snpport  the  pcsi- 
lion  which  I  take,  that,  to  the  United  BiHtM, 
the  price  obtained,  would  not  clear  cost.  I 
preteud  to  no  very  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
quality  of  this  vacant  land,  not  having  teen  it ; 
but  I  know  enough  of  the  general  features  of 
the  oountry,  and  e^ecially  m  the  mode  of  land 
a^ioropriations  in  Tennessee,  to  render  any  de- 
tailed information  altogether  unneoesaary  in  ar- 
riving Bt  a  just  conclusion,  Tlus  district,  south 
and  west  of  the  line,  ia  said  to  oontun  eigbt 
millions  of  acres.  Be  it  so.  It  is  showu  that 
more  than  half  of  that  has  been  covered  by  en- 
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trie)  and  pnuita.  There  ia  much  good  land 
tfiere,  bat  there  U  also  a  very  great  proportion 
of  nneven,  barren,  gt«rUe,  and  swampy  ground, 
worth  Dothing  at  all.  Of  the  portion  appro- 
priated, the  parcsla  are  in  all  siiea,  from  five  to 
five  thonsand  acres,  and  in  all  imaginable 
(hipea :  for  the  warrant-holder,  not  being  con- 
fined by  anj  sectional  or  other  lines,  made  his 
tutrj  upon  just  mieh  lands  as  BOited  him — of 
course,  inclnding  the  good  and  exclnding  the 
bid;  and  thoa  the  sorveya,  in  their  size  and 
ihqie,  are  regnlsted  by  the  dioice,  convenience, 
a  rluai,  of  the  enterer,  and  often  controlled 
by  aceidental  etrcnmstAncea.  This  brief  so- 
tonnt  of  the  irr^nlar  mode  of  appropriation 
may  not  be  intelligible  to  those  who  are  only 
uqnainted  with  the  regular  anrveya  hy  right 
lines,  ready  made  to  their  handa,  by  the  Gov- 
tmmMit,  bat  it  will  be  understood,  at  least  by 
the  members  from  Eentncky,  who.  like  as,  have 
(ome  onpieasaat  experience  on  thii  subject  I 
Kish  I  had  a  map  on  which  the  surveys  were 
rq)reMnted,  so  as  to  present  to  the  eye,  the 
tnriou  variety  of  fignres  which  they  wonld  ex- 
hibit, and  tlie  shapeless  remnant  of  refnse 
lindi  refine,  tmly,  because,  it  is  jnat  what  re- 
miiH  after  picking  and  cnlling  over  and  over, 
«ilh  warrants  of  all  sizes.  This  is  a  fur  but 
imperfect  pictnr«.  Subtract  frota  this  remnant 
the  lands  worth  nothing;  set  your  surveyor  to 
vod:  he  mast  Srst  run  oat  all  the  individual 
tiioBa,  to  ascertain  Uie  vacant  residuum.  Thia 
be  moat  leave  in  the  shape  he  finds  it,  and,  by 
its  nnmerous  offsets,  give  the  qnanUty ;  the 
ItuU^  would  hardly  compensate  him  for  his 
p^  nor  yon  for  the  expense.  Though  I  ad- 
nit  that  there  may  he,  if  you  had  it  run  out, 
onr  t  hundred  thonsand  acre*  that  would  be 
Tonh  soraething,  none  of  it  is  worth  the  Got- 
flnment'B  minimnin  price. 

Bat  w6  are  met  at  every  comer  with  this  ob- 
jwtioD:  If  the  land  be  so  indiS'erent,  and  lies 
•0  awkwardly,  why  do  yon  show  snoh  perse- 
nring  solicitude  to  get  it  I  In  other  words,  if 
it  ti  worth  nothing,  why  do  yon  want  it  I  I 
wis  meet  that  inqniry  candidly,  and  I  trust, 
nceenfoUy.  We  show,  by  the  very  situation 
Bl  ebiracter  of  the  property,  the  difficulty  and 
(xpniK  of  ita  ascertainment  and  sale,  tliat  the 
tlnited  States  cannot  realize  any  profit  from  it. 
Vlijt  Not  merely  because  it  b  worth  so  lit- 
llt,  but  because  it  woold  cost  so  much  in  pur- 
■dt  of  that  little ;  that  the  expenditures  out  of 
tbe  Treasary,  in  actual  cash,  woold  never  be  reim- 
hwsed  by  the  proceeds  of  the  sales.  But  it  does 
«*.  therefore,  follow,  that  it  would  be  worth 
Whing  to  Tennessee — far  from  iL  It  will  cost 
u  very  little  to  sell  it.  There  ts  the  difi'erenca. 
Ibe  United  States  would  have  to  employ  o£B- 
fn,  My  at  the  rate  of  five  thonsand  doUars  a 
Jt*t.  We  can  save  that  cost,  because  we  have 
oor  offices  and  officers  already ;  and,  for  the  in- 
tcnst  of  our  citizens,  we  must  keep  up  that  ap- 
fmttts,  whetter  we  get  this  land  or  not.  That 
which  would  cost  the  United  States  more  than 
iHI  woold  get  for  the  land,  will  cod:  ns  little 


or  nothing ;  and  whatever  shall  be  made,  we 
shall  have  clear  of  charge.  The  difference  ba- 
tween  the  Federal  Oovemment  and  TeoDessee, 
in  regard  to  llieir  interest,  consists  in  the  differ- 
ence of  situation  In  regard  to  the  means  of 
turning  their  interest  to  a  good  account;  the 
one  already  has,  without  an  increase  of  ex- 
pense, all  the  means  that  are  necessary— the 
other  has  not  the  means,  and  cannot  have 
them,  without  incurring  an  expense  that  their 
interest  in  the  tiling  will  not  justify.  And 
hence  we  say,  and  say  with  confidence,  that  the 
land  is  of  no  value  to  the  United  States,  but 
would  be  of  considerabe  advantage  to  us.  To 
the  United  States  the  expense  would  overrun 
the  profit — to  ua  the  profit  would  tell  for  itself, 
without  the  expense.  If  then,  the  House  are 
satisfied  that  this  land  can  be  of  no  use  to  tho 
Union,  it  surely  will  not  hentate  to  let  It  go 
where  it  can  be  useM.  I  will  not  believe  tJiat 
Oongress  will  act  the  part  of  the  dog  in  the 
fable :  neither  use  it  themselves  nor  let  any  one 
else  do  it  . 

The  next  (nteslion  ii,  to  what  ^nr^se  will 
yon  convert  it  (  Will  you  relinquish  it  to  the 
State  of  Tennessee,  to  be  applied  as  a  small  ad- 
dition to  onr  very  scanty  fund  for  the  education 
of  chUdren  at  common  schools,  agreeably  to  the 
original  plan  proposed  by  the  oillt    Or  will 

J'oo  adopt  the  amendment  proposed  by  my  o<d- 
eague,  (Mr.  OsocxzTr,)  making  it  a  free  gift  to 
the  settlers  1  I  am  for  makmg  it  useM  to 
both :  useful  to  the  State,  in  the  way  of  com- 
mon school  education;  and  useful  to  the  people 
of  the  Western  Strict,  and  to  the  settlers 
themselves,  who  will  have  a  common  interest 
in  this  fund,  and  derive  an  equal  benefit  from 
it  And  to  render  it  peculiarly  beneficial  to 
the  settlers,  I  am  in  fiavor  of  going  further,  and 
should  not  be  willing  to  vote  for  any  bill  that 
^d  not  enable  them,  without  risk,  to  save  their 
homes,  by  securing  to  them  the  right  of  pre- 
emption to  the  land  that  they  occupy.  I  would 
give  Uiem  ample  time  to  do  that,  before  the 
land  should  be  sold  to  others.  I  would  give 
them  the  most  reasonable  terma,  at  graduated 
prices,  and  even  better  terms  than  the  common 
purchaser ;  and  with  this  I  think  they  ousht  to 
be  content  Farther  than  this,  with  all  my 
feelings  In  favor  of  occupants,  I  cannot  go.  If  I 
did  I  should  not  only  disregard  the  inetractioni 
of  the  Legislature,  and  the  general  intereet  of 
the  State,  but  I  should  feel  that  I  might  be  vio- 
lating that  rnarim  wbich  requirsB  us  to  be  just 
before  we  are  generous.  How  stands  the  mat- 
ter, aa  abundantly  shown  by  others!  These, 
with  other  lands  in  Teimessee,  were  ceded  by 
North  Carolina  to  the  United  States,  upon  thia 
express  condition,  among  others,  that  all  the 
claims  upon  the  land  which  North-  Carolina 
had  originated,  should  be  satisfied.  It  is  alleged 
that  there  are  still  claims  of  this  description  un- 
extinguished;  to  what  amount  I' know  not^ 
But  one  thing  I  know,  that,  if  you  give  away 
til  the  land,  and  put  it  out  of  the  power  of  Ten- 
nessee, who^  hy  compact,  has  been  made  tha 
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aseDt  of  th       ,  , 

eUher  in  land  or  oompenBation  for  warrtmta,  it 
yr'iil  not  b«  Jong  before  jon  hear  from  these 
North  Oftrolina  warrant- holders,  if  there  be 
■uj,  (I  hope  there  are  but  few.)  And  bow 
will  OonKresB  resist  their  cl^m  to  indemnity  t 
They  will  tell  you  that  yon  have  broken  the 


over  to  Tennessee,  becanse  yon  have  enatcbed 
the  land  away  out  of  her  h^ds,  and  not  allow- 
ed her  to  get  any  thing  for  it,  wbea  she  asked 
yon  for  permission  to  dispose  of  it. 

But  I  have  other,  and  to  my  mind,  strongei 
reasomi  for  opposing  this  amendment.  It  is  a 
war  with  Ibe  principles  of  equality  which  ought 
always  to  be  observed  in  le^lation.  A  pref- 
etenoe  to  the  first  aettlera,  in  a  new  district  of 
country,  has  been  a  ftvorable  and  ezcolient 
prindple  in  the  policy  and  l^slation  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  baa  been  practised  by  Congress  un- 
der pecnliar  oironmatances.  It  b  one  to  which 
I  am  mnch  devoted.  But  that  preference  baa 
never  been  extended  faitiier  than  to  give  to  the 
settler  the  right  of  saving  bis  land,  at  the  low- 
est price  which  the  common  purchaser  was  re- 
quirod  to  pay,  and  prevent  any  other  &om  tak- 
iiig  it  from  bim,  if  he  would,  within  a  ^ven 
time^  pay  that  mocb.  There  are,  certainly, 
thonsaniis  of  citizens  in  Tennessee  who  settled 
their  lands  under  at  teaat  equal  bardsbips,  and 
maob  greater  dangers  than  the  settlers  npon 
the  lands  in  question  ^d.  Ko  lands  were  ever 
given  to  tham;  none  were  expected  to  be 
given.  All  that  ever  was  done,  for  the  moat 
meritorious  of  them,  was  to  give  them  a  pref- 
erenoe  in  the  procurement  of  their  titles.  Why, 
then,  make  a  diatinction  in  this  particular  case  ? 
I  have  beard  no  reason  urged  for  it  which 
might  not  equally  apply  to  the  first  settlers  of 
every  other  part  of  Tennessee,  and  the  other 
Inhabitants  of  the  Western  district,  and,  indeed, 
to  those  of  every  other  new  country.  There 
■re  many  reasons  wbv  this  class  of  citizens 
should  be  favored  by  the  Legislature,  In  secur- 
ina  their  homes  in  preference  to  others.  But, 
while  the  public  domain  is  sold  at  all,  it  might 
be  going  too  far  to  give  it  away  merely  beoause 
it  ba»  been  settled  npon.  I  confess  that,  be- 
tween the  amendment  and  the  bill  as  amended 
by  the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Wick- 
urn,)  I  have  very  little  choice.  It  b  not,  with 
me,  a  serious  objection  to  the  amendment  that 
it  proposes  to  perfeot  the  titles  through  the 

Xcy  of  our  State  officers.  Though  not,  ei 
o,  bound  to  perform  the  duty,  I  doubt  not 
but  they  would  do  it  for  the  fees.  Nor  do  J 
believe  that  we  shall  have  a  G!ovemor  in  Ten- 
nesseej  though  be  receives  no  fee,  who  would 
tbiok  It  an  indignity  to  sign  a  poor  man's  grant, 
if  authorized  by  Oongress  to  do  so. 

Mr.  Woona  said  he  aaked  the  indulgence  of 
tbe  House,  for  the  purpose  of  making  an  expla- 
nation, to  remove  an  impression  which  had, 
perbsfks,  been  made  by  his  remarks,  in  relation 
to  the  imormalioii  reoared  from  the  gentleman 
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on  his  rigbtj  (Mr.  Cbookxtt,)  to  which  he  bad 
referred.  Sir,  (said  Mr.  W.,)  I  received  no  in- 
formation from  that  gentleman  whidt  he  did 
not  stat«  in  his  place  to  this  House,  I  never 
beard  bim  say  a  word  on  the  subject  which  he 
did  not  sabstantially  repeat  on  this  fioor.  It 
was  stated,  by  the  member  from  Tennessee,  in 
hie  place,  that  three  hundred  and  five  thousand 
acres  had  been  divided  between  that  State  and 
the  North  Carolina  University.  I  referred  to 
that  fact,  and  I  now  have  in  my  hand  the  act 
of  the  Legislature,  passed  on  the  24tb  of  Kd- 
vember,  1825,  jiago  8?,  by  wbiob  it  is  provided 
that  Tennessee  should  have  two-thirds,  and  th« 
University  one-third,  of  the  money  arising  tram 
the  sale  of  warrants  for  one  hundred  and  fire 
thousand  acres,  the  right  to  which  bad  been  dis- 
puted. I  understood  one  gentleman  (l(r. 
Blaib)  to  say,  that  Tennessee  liad  never  con- 
troverted or  denied  the  justness  and  validity  of 
the  claims  of  North  Oarolina,  or  its  citizens. 
Sir,  I  will  read  a  paragraph  of  the  compact  en- 
tered into,  on  the  2Gth  of  August,  1622,  be- 
tween tbe  a^^nts  of  that  State,  and  the  North 
Oarolina  University,  published  with  the  Iswg 
of  Tennessee,  of  1822,  page  42.  The  preamble 
of  that  compact  declares :  "  Whereas  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  hath  issued  to  the  Fresidecit 
and  Trustees  of  tbe  University  of  North  Caro- 
lina sundry  land  warrants,  founded  on  military 
services,  performed  by  certain  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  ner  continental  line,  who  have  died, 
leaving  no  heirs  in  the  United  States;  and 
whereas  the  State  of  Tennessee  hath  contended 
that  the  State  of  North  Carolina  ought  not  to 
have  issued  said  warrants,  by  virtue  of  any  law 
of  said  Stat«,  to  the  President  and  Trustees  of 
said  Univer8ity,aiid  that  gran  tsoughtnot  to  issue 
on  the  same."  The  States  of  Tennessee,  md 
North  Carolina,  when  it  united  tiieir  iiit«reeti\ 
did  compromise  these  differences ;  aud  we  hiTS 
been  informed  by  tbe  gentleman  who  reported 
this  bill,  that  North  Oarolina  has  closed  her 
offioea,  and,  by  law,  provided  against  issalng 
any  more  warrants.  (See  Report^  No.  3S,  Vol 
1.)  Tha  argument  that  we  might,  by  this 
amendment,  mt«rfere  with  tbe  rights  of  North 
Carolina,  must,  therefore,  be  without  founda- 
tion. The  same  honorable  member  has  said, 
that  Tennessee  had  not  received  the  amonnt  of 
money  I  stated ;  and  that  thonsands  of  acrei, 
in  the  Hiwossee  district,  would  not  sell  for  one 
cent  per  acre.  As  I  did  not  read  the  document 
yestwday,  to  which  I  referred,  I  now  b^  Iw* 
to  read  an  official  letter  from  Nathaniel  Smith : 
(Entry  taken  for  the  niwassee  district.  Senate 
Docnments,  voL  4.  Boo.  156.)  "The  amount 
sold  at  tbe  sale  in  1S30,  J  have  no  account  of^ 
not  having  any  thing  to  do,  at  that  time,  with 
the  Land  Office.  I  nave  been  informed,  by  the 
Treasurer  of  East  Tennmaee,  who  sapermtend- 
ed  the  sale^  tbe  amonnt  of  sales  was  aboat 
four  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  dollars ;  that 
the  land  sold  averaged  about  four  dollars  per 
acre ;  and  that  the  snm  of  two  hundred  and 
fifty  thoDoand  dollars  bad  beea  pud  Into  the 
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TreuDrr."  Ur.  Smith  also  states  that  "  the 
unoDDt  of  land  entered  in  that  district,  since 
iht  Sd  of  Febrnar;,  1834,  is  Sto  hnndrad  and 
CDS  thoosand  ocree ;  for  which  the  State  bad 
nceived,  in  cssh,  two  hnndred  and  seTent^-uz 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twentj'  dollars." 
The  whole  amoiint  for  which  land  had  been 
told,  in  that  district,  being,  as  I  before  stated, 
Kven  hondred  aod  fiitj-six  tbonsaiid  two  hoD- 
dred  and  twenty  dollars.  I  also  refer  to  aii' 
athu  letter  in  the  same  toIouib  (docDment  160) 
from  in  honorable  member  from  Tennessee, 
(It,  IbroHMi,)  who  says,  "If  my  recollection 
(eires  me  rigbUj,  between  three  hundred  and 
fifty  and  four  hnndred  tbonaand  dollars  were 
pud  into  the  pablio  Treaaory,  from  the  entry 
of  th«  lands,  In  that  email  district,  after  the 
whole  of  them  had  been  culled  and  picked,  at 
tbe  ules  which  preceded  the  entry  system." 
I  will  not  longer  trespsss  upon  the  Uoose.  My 
object,  in  rising,  was  to  do  jnstice  to  the  geu- 
UeDaa  on  my  right,  (Hr.  Osooectt,)  and  to 
resd  tlu  docotnents  to  which  I  referred  yes- 

Ur.  Pole  said :  Standing  in  the  relation  that 
be  did  to  the  snhject  before  the  House,  having 

Xrted  this  biU  from  the  Select  Committee 
had  been  charged  with  the  subject,  and 
trequent  aUnsion  having  been  made  to  him  as 
Ihe  flnirm»n  of  that  Committee,  by  pereral 
lutlmsn,  he  felt  it  to  be  his  dnty,  and  he 
*AtA  the  indulgence  of  the  House,  to  correct 
MUM  erron  into  which  he  conceived  gentlemen 
htd  Men,  and  to  meet  some  objections  wbioh 
had  been  urged  Bgtdnst  the  bill.  And  first,  the 
gcntlcmao  from  Uassacbusetts  (If-  Looex)  had 
been  pleased  to  refer  to  the  information  pos- 
Haed  by  the  committee  that  reported  the  hill, 
md,  e^«daUy,  to  that  communicated  by  hlm- 
■df  ud  his  colleogae,  in  reference  to  the  true 
sEouion  of  die  vacant  lands  in  Tennessee.  The 
geDtkman  <^p08ed  this  bill  npon  the  ground, 
chicBy  that  we  had  not  snfflcient  information 
cfthe  eonnby,  and  that  he  apprehended  theae 
ludi  were  worth  mnch  more  than  was  gen- 
<nUy  Mppoeed.  The  gentleman,  in  his  great 
Ktl  to  defeat  thia  bill,  had  eone  H>  far  as  to 
My,  (eertunly  withont  any  data  upun  which 
to  mike  the  estimate,)  that  these  vacant 
ihitdt  sad  patches  of  land  were  worUi,  and  in 
hl>  oftioa  would  bring,  to  the  United  States, 
half  ■  nullion  and  perlups  a  million  of  doUars. 
Xr.  P.  said  that  the  gentleman's  estimate  was 
OK  made  not  only  withont  proof  to  sostMn  it, 
bat  WH  ag^nst  the  positive  proof  before  the 

When  the  sut^eot  was  before  the  committee, 
beaod  hia  colleague  who  were  members  of  the 
9,  had  given  such  information  as  they 


*M«e  gwieral  and  not  mlnnto.  They  had 
"•■Md  in  (ubstance,  that  the  most  valnable 
WHS  had  been  appropriated  in  satisfying  the 
Hwth  Cirdina  warrants ;  that  what  remained 
*tce  the  refiue  lauds,  lying  not  In  compact 


bodies,  bnt  in  detached  porods ;  and  tbat^  in 
their  opinion,  the  United  Slates,  if  they  at> 
temptea  to  survey  and  bring  them  into  market, 
according  to  the  present  land  system  of  the 
United  States,  the  amount  of  sales,  if  it  should 
be  practicable  for  them  to  do  it  at  all,  would 
not  defray  the  expenses.  They  bod  called  the 
attention  of  the  committee  to  the  memorial  of  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  in  which  a  statement 
of  the  true  situation  of  the  lands  was  contained. 


coileogne  conld  not,  of  course,  state  wliat  pre- 
cise number  of  dollars  and  cents  it  was  worth, 
for  their  information  was  not  so  minute.  With 
this  general  statemeut,  and  from  the  documents 
before  them,  a  majority  of  the  committee 
thoDght  it  Just  to  cede  the  lands  to  Tennessee 
to  supply  the  deficiency  in  the  common  school 
lands,  and  agreed  to  report  tbe  biU.  The  gen- 
tleman from  Uassachusetts  was  in  a  minority 
on  the  committee ;  he  was  not.  aa  he  sud,  sat- 
isfied, and  at  his  (Ur.  Looki's)  suggeetion,  he^ 
(Mr.  P.,)  after  tbe  bill  was  reported,  in  order  to 
satisfy,  if  possible,  every  individual,  had,  at  the 
last  session  of  Congress,  addressed  a  letter  to 
each  of  the  Tennessee  surveyors  in  that  district 
of  country,  requesting  specific  infonnatirai  on 
the  subject.    The  official  statements  of  thesur* 


had  presented  those  oCBml  statements  to  the 
House ;  they  had  t>een  ordered  to  be  printed, 
and  bad  been  laid  upon  the  table  of  every  gen- 
tjeman.  And  yet  tne  gentleman  complains  of 
B.  want  of  information.  'What  would  aotisfy 
him  he  knew  not ;  bnt  he  was  sure  he  would 
do  him  the  Justice  to  eay,  that  he  had  used  all 
the  means  in  his  power  to  procure,  for  him  and 
for  the  House,  the  necessajT-  information  to 
enalje  them  to  act  undcrstanmngty  on  the  sub- 
ject. Sir,  (said  he,)  what  are  the  official  state- 
ments of  Uie  Tennessee  surveyors,  as  to  the 
quantity  and  value  of  these  landat  Be  had  (he 
teii)  at  his  table,  whilst  the  discussion  bad 
been  going  on,  mode  a  rough  estimate,  taken 
from  these  official  statements,  which  if  not  in 
the  opinion  of  the  gentleman  minntely  ooca- 
rate,  certainly  approximated  to  the  truth,  and 
varied  bnt  little  bom  it  From  these  official 
statements,  which  he  had  then  before  him,  it 
appeared  that  there  were  about  six  hundred 
thousand  acres  of  land  south  and  west  of  the 
Oongressionsl  reservation  line,  lying  In  de- 
taohed  pieces  and  small  bodies,  that  might  he 
sold,  a  small  portion  of  it  for  My  cents  on  acre, 
a  portion  at  twenty-five  cents  an  acre,  but 
much  the  greater  portion  at  twelve  and  a  half 
cents  an  acre ;  that  the  aggregate  amount  ao- 
cording  to  the  opinion  of  the  anrveyors,  who 
were  men  of  integri^  and  cliaraater,  and  who 
oertunly  knew  the  country  better  than  the 
gentleman  from  Masaachnaetta,  who  had  never 
seen  it,  and  he  imagined  had  never  been  nearer 
to  it  than  Washington,  for  which  theyoould  be 
sold,  at  these  prioee,  would  be  one  hnndred  and 


dbyGoogle 


ABRIDGMENT  OP  THE 
AmatAnaU  ijf  Oa  Saim. 


ttbont  threo  milliona  of  aoreB,  wM  exoeedingl; 
poor  and  sterile,  coold  not  be  aold  for  any  price, 
and  woold  not  be  worth  the  anniial  taxes  upon 
it  So  wQch  for  the  objection  of  the  gentle- 
man from  Massaohneetta,  and  his  arffiiment  that 
the  commiltee  that  reported  the  bill,  as  well  as 
Uie  Eooae,  have  not  soffloient  information. 


Thdb«)JlT,  JannuT  10. 
Oumitrland  Soad. 

Ur.  Ukboib  moved  to  fill  the  blank  in  the 
bill  with  Uie  Bom  of  one  hundred  thooHand  dol- 
lar^ whioh  waa  agreed  to— ^eaa  8S,  najn  70. 

-Mr.  H.  briefly  ^Ituned  the  facta  of  the 
oaae.  That  part  of  toe  road  whioh  lies  east  of 
the  Ohio  is  one  hundred  and  thirty  miles  in 
length.  On  Beventy-one  miles  of  this  road,  the 
bill  propoaea  to  erect  toll-gatea,  at  not  less  than 
tan  mites  qiart.  After  the  gates  and  toll- 
honwB  have  b«eu  erected,  the  residue  of  the 
money  is  to  be  expended  in  repairs  npon  the 
road.  Mr.  M.  assured  the  committee,  that, 
when  this  measure  shonld  have  gone  into  effect, 
they  would  never  again  be  oallednpon  to  appro- 

Eriate  money  for  this  road,  as  the  tolls  would 
e  Boffioieut  to  keep  It  in  repair.  If  not,  it 
must  remun  a  charge  upon  the  OoTemment, 
and  the  two  miltions  two  hundred  and  forty 
thoDsand  dollars  which  hod  already  been  ex- 

Gnded  on  this  great  national  work  would  be 
It,  and  the  road  fall  into  t  state  of  total 
dilapidation. 

The  amendment  having  been  agreed  to,  the 
bill  was  1^  aside. 

SmtJtem  Ei^lormg  &ptditu>n. 

The  oomndttee,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Babtutt, 
took  up  the  bill  moldng  provision  for  the  ex- 
j^oring  expedition  in  the  southern  hemisphere. 
The  blank  in  the  appropriating  olanse  having 
been  filled  with  the  nun  of  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, Mr.  BiMBxn  moved  that  the  oommltt«e 
rise. 

Mr.  BuoEAXAK  now  entered  the  House,  and 
wished  to  oSbr  an  amendment  to  the  Comber- 
land  rood  bill. 

The  OumuK  smd  that,  aa  that  bill  had 
been  lud  aside,  it  would  not  be  regular  to 
oeive  the  amendment; 

Mr.  Bdohanak  innated  that,  so  hxtg  tm  the 
oommittee  remained  in  sesnon,  it  waa  his  right 
to  offer  an  amendment  to  an;  of  the  billa  It 
bod  had  under  consideration. 

The  Ga^iBHAir  replied  that  the  case  was  new 
to  him,  and  he  deemed  snch  a  oonrse  irregolar, 
but  should  receive  the  amendment,  if  the  com- 
mittee unonimoDsly  assented  to  iL 

Mr.  BAsenr  now  withdrew  Ub  motion  fbr 
the  rising  of  the  oommitte«,  and  no  olfjeations 
being  inMe,  Ur.  Buohutak  offered  his  unend- 
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ception  of  one  hundred  tiionsand  dollan,  to 
put  the  road  in  repair ;  and  to  provide,  in  sdb- 
stonoe,  that  the  several  pixta  of  the  road  plat- 
ing through  different  States  should  be  ceded  to 
those  States  on  certiun  oonditions.  Mr,  B., 
after  a  few  general  observations  on  the  great 

iportanoe  of  the  conatitutional  cnestioD  in- 

ilved  in  the  bill,  expressed  his  oedre,  that, 
owing  to  the  feeble  state  of  his  heohb,  the  (u- 
ther  consideration  of  this  bill  might  be  post- 
poned till  Monday  next ;  which  being  agreed 
to,  the  oommittee  roee,  and  reported  ue  other 
bills  to  the  House. 

The  bill  for  the  exploring  expecUtion  irt> 
briefly  opposed  by  Mr,  "Wianjwir,  who  de- 
manded tbe  yeas  and  nays  upon  ordering  it  to 
its  third  rea£ng.  They  were  taken  aonndiBg- 
ly,  and  Stood  OS  follows : 

Tiifl. — Measis.  Adduns,  John  Andenon,  Bunod 
Aadeison,  Archer,  B«iley,  Noyea  Bwber,  Birkcr, 
Barlow,  Barney,  Barringar,  Bartlett,  Ibum  0.  BUM, 
Edward  BUea,  Beecher,  Blake,  Bock,  Bniuier,  But- 
man,  Cunbreleng,  Cuter,  Condict,  Crowniiistutld, 
Calpeper,  John  Davenport,  John  Divii,  Da  QriS, 
Dickinson,  ITndiay,  Fort,  Forward,  Gsnue j,  Oreeii, 
Hobbie,  Hodees,  Mohnes,  Himt,lDgGisoll,  Johnaui, 
Lawrence,  Leffier,  little,  Locke,  Lyon,  Uvkell,  Hu- 
tlncUle,  Harrin,  Ibyiiard,  Helntlre,  HeEun,  Mc- 
Leu,  Hercer,  Kerwin,  MUler,  Miner,  UDUnAerg, 
Newton,  Orr,  neToe,  FletMMt,  FUnt,  BaiDsej,  im» 
F.  Randolph,  Beed,  BiohaJdswi,  BipUy,  BiMdl, 
Sergeant,  ^nnlekson,  Bloaoe,  Sniifli,  Svftt, 
Sprigg,  StevensoD,  Stewart,  Stom,  Blower,  SUwi|, 
Swum,  Swift,  Snlheriand,  TaliKbrro,  Taylor,  Tntcj, 
Ebenezer  Tucker,  Tince,  TerpUiiek,Tinloci,  Widt- 
iogton,  Whipple,  Whittlesey,  Junes  Wilno,  Epb- 
nlm  E.  Wllftou,  SUu  Wood,  John  Woods,  Wood- 
cock, Wolfe— «. 

Kits. — Veasrs.  Alexander,  Alstoii,  Anntbong, 
Baldwin,  PhiUp  P.  Barbour,  Bartley.  Baaiett,  Bkli, 
Brown,  Claiborne,  Conner,  Coulter,  Thomas  Dareo- 
port,  Deaha,  Duncan^  Earll,  Floyd  of  Oeoi^a,  Fij, 
Garniw,  Oilmer,  Hallock,  Harvey,  Haynea,  Bulr, 
Hoftnan,  Isacka,  Jeeniogs,  Keese,  Eremer,  le- 
oompte,  Lea,  Letcher,  Long,  Lampkln,  Huee,  Hit- 
able,  Martin,  Haiwell,  HcOoy,  lIeDuffl^  HcHitloD, 
Jobn  Mitchell,  Thomis  R.  Mkohell,  James  a  VIA- 
ell,  NuckoUs,  Folk,  Rivea,  Roane,  Bhapperd,  Sun- 
berry,  Sterigere,  Tatter,  Tbompeon,  Tieitant,  Eur- 
ling  Tucker,  Turner,  Wickliffe,  Wilde,  Ifi^  *■ 
Wood,  Silas  Wright,  Yancey— 09. 

Bo  the  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  Modiag. 


FbidJlT,  Jonnaiy  16. 
Anmdmtnt  of  f  A«  Bulei. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  yesterf^ 
by  Mr.  WicKunra,  came  np  for  oonrideration : 

"Jfaaeltw^That  the  following  be  added  to  tbe 
Staudiog  Rules  of  this  House : 

"All  aleotioos  by  the  House  of  SepcesenlaUTti 
ahaU  be  by  viiKi  voee,  by  a  caU  of  the  namtt  of  tb* 
members,  alphabetically,  troai  the  rolL" 

Mr.  WioKUPM  s^d  the  nature  of  the  prop* 
ntion  which  he  had  submitted,  and  whieh  was 
now  under  oonsiderstion,  requited  irf  him  to 
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rt»t«  to  the  House  tiie  reaooDS  which  had  infla- 
(need  him  to  uk  a  change  of  practice  in  Con- 
EN9t  of  ooch  long  existence  as  that  of  voting 
i}  ballot    A  natural  preference  for  those  nOea 
of  proceeding,  in  the  exercise  of  our  civil  as 
nil  as  onr  natural  rights,  to  whioh  wa  have 
ken  Accustomed  from  onr  Infancy,  was  not 
litlioat  its  indaence  upon  him  in  the  present 
IiMt«noe.     He  had  grown  np  in  s  State  whose 
bndamental  law  prescribed  to  the  citizen  the 
right  and  oomp^ed  the  Renresentative  to  vot« 
tiea  CM«  in  all  elections.    This,  of  itself,  would 
not  h*Te  been  a  soffident  reason  for  his  propos- 
ing ai  change  in  the  Rnlee  of  this  Hoose.    He 
was  influenced  by  higher  eonsiderationa  :    bj 
conTietion  of  its  propriety  and  importance, 
both  in  referonoe  to  the  rights  of  the  oonstita- 
ent  and  the  obligations  of  the  Representative. 
In  Bome  States,  or  commnnitiea,  it  ma;  be 
Boond  policy  to  gnsrantee  the  citizen,  in  the 
exernOB  of  his  original  right  of  snffrage,  the 
ptivUege  of  voting  by  ballot    The  citizen  ei- 
erciBea  his  own  original  right ;  he  is  responsible 
to  no  an«  for  the  vote  he  may  give.    He  may 
be  d^endent  upon  the  man  or  men  agunst 
whom  his  beet  judgment  dictates  his  votfi.    He 
iB>7  ba  unwilling  ta  enconnter,  if  he  be  able  to 
vidutand,  the  boatUity  which  his  vote  might 
exc)t«  in  the  breasts  of  those  upon  whom  he  is 
dependent    Not  so  with  the  Representetive : 
be  azereiaas  a  delegated  trust,  for  which  he  Is 
naponrible  to  thoee  who  have  clothed  him  with 
the  power  of  voting    In  voting,  by  the  mem- 
ben  of  thii  House,  m  the  choice  of  its  officers 
ud  ag«ita,  the  ioQaenoe  of  public  opinion  is 
ta  important  and  it  shonld  be  as  respectfully 
obeyed,  by  the  B^)Tesentative,  as  upon  the  ei- 
pedMDoy  of  anj  act  of  legislation.     Instance 
the  cdeetion  of  a  Speaker,  to  preside  over  the 
deliboations  of  this  House,  with  the  power  to 
ippMDt  its  committees,  Ao.,  charged  with  the 
dafauisament  of  two  or  three  bandred  thou- 
■od  dollan  of  pnbUo  money,  in  the  payment 
ft  the  members,  and  other  expenses  incident  to 
•nr  l^iaUtion,  with  no  responsibility  to  the 
Ooverament  bnt  hia  high  character.    A  vote  in 
Ui  election  may  be  of  mach  moro  importance 
to  the  eooimnnity,  to  the  dignity  and  ctiaracter 
of  our  Qoremment,  than  in  the  passage  of  a 
law  or  resolntion.     The    oonstitntfon  under 
which  wa  legislate  has  secmred  to  the  people, 
Qpoo  the  reqcest  of  one-fifth  of  their  Kepre- 
•MitatEvea,  the  importaot  right  of  having  the 
Totea  of  their  Bepresent^ves  spread  npon  the 
Journal,  on  any  question,  however  nnimportant 
in  its  effect  or  consequences.    Yet,  said  Ur. 
W.,  we,  by  the  roles  or  practice  of  onr  Honse, 
choose  to  shield  ourselvea  from  responsibility, 
toe  the  Totea  we  give,  in  the  elections  of  im- 
portant pablio  officers  and  agents,  by  hiding 
from  oar  eonatttoenta  within  the  lids  of  the 
iHllot-boi: 

W^  are  the  objeotions  to  tfae  proposed 
AtBgel  I  have  hmird,  in  conversauon,  hot 
i»a  Then  may  bo  others :  more,  I  have  no 
iaibt,  wiQ  be  tirged.    It  is  alleged  that,  by  a 
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vote,  the  member  will  give  offence,  or 
may  Incnr  the  displeasoro  of  the  Speaker,  or 
the  candidate  for  office,  against  whom  he  may 
voto.  1  will  not  allow  myself,  for  a  moment, 
to  snppose,  that  a  Representative  of  forty  thou- 
sand fVeemen,  or  one  who  is  fit  to  represent 
forty  thonsand  freemen,  does  not  possess  inde- 
pendence and  moral  firmness  enough  to  avow 
for  and  against  whom  he  votes ;  and  the  man 
who  is  elevated  to  the  digniSed  etatioa  of  pre- 
siding over  the  deliberations  of  the  Eonse  of 
Eepresentetives  of  the  United  States,  who 
' '  lermlt  his  indignation  or  revenge  to  be 
against  a  member,  because  henreferred 
another  for  the  etetion,  is  unworthy  tne  confi- 
dence or  respect  dne  to  the  office  he  fills,  or  the 
claims  of  gentlemen.  The  member  who  woold, 
from  the  dread  of  such  indignation,  sacrifice 
his  independence,  is  destitnto  of  that  manly 
feeling  and  moral  coarage  which  onght  to 
characterize,  and  I  tmst  ever  will  characterize, 
the  members  of  this  Hoase.  I  will,  therefore, 
dismiss  this  objection,  as  one  which  cannot  pre- 
vul,  or  find  an  advocate  on  this  floor. 

Allow  me  to  present  to  yoar  view  a  mem- 
ber, (if  such  a  one  shoold  ever  find  a  seat  in 
this  House,)  who,  influenced  by  a  de»ro  to  be 
considered  the  friend  of  all  candidates,  or  a 
dread  of  incurring  the  displeasure  of  any,  (ex- 
cept his  constituents,)  would  prepare  his  bal- 
lots, (one  or  more,)  exhibit  them  to  his  neigh- 
bors,  and  then,  by  a  species  of  legerdemain, 
slip  into  the  ballot-box  his  vote  in  favor  of  a 
man  for  whom  he  would  not  have  the  inde- 
pendence openly  to  declare,  TFouId  yon  envy 
the  independence  and  firmness  of  snch  a  mem- 
ber I  or  would  yon  not  rather  pity  his  mean- 
ness and  servility  I  I  believe  the  role  which  I 
propose  will  violate  no  principle  which  belongs 
to  a  representative  Government  It  will  have 
a  tendency  to  secure  and  preserve  the  great 
one  of  representative  resfionsibility,  npon  the 
preservation  of  which  depends  the  pure  and 
correct  administration  of  this  Qovemment,  if 
not  :te  dnrabilitj.  I  mean,  sir,  a  direct  ao- 
countebility  of  the  public  agent  to  those  who 
clothed  him  with  authority.  I  can,  therefore, 
bnt  fiatter  myself,  the  resolution  will  be  ac- 
oeptebie  to  a  majority  of  this  Honse. 

Mr.  MiscBK  said  that,  althoogh  he  did  not 
believe  that  he  had  ever  given  a  vote  by  ballot 
which  he  had  not  exposed  at  the  time,  espe- 
cially to  the  party  against  whom  it  was  given, 
yet  he  could  not  consent  to  the  adoption  of  the 
rule  now  proposed.  lU  necessary  effect  would 
be  to  lead  to  very  gi'eat  inconvenience,  and 
great  and  useless  sacrifice  of  time.  The  elec- 
tion of  a  Speaker  (br  instance,  even  in  the 
present  mode,  had  m  some  cases  occupied  two 
and  even  three  days,  as  many  as  twent}--one 
ballots  having  sometimes  been  taken.  It  was 
manifest  that,  if  the  yeas  and  nays  most  be 
called  for  each  vote  taken,  the  election^  instead 
of  occupying  two  or  three  days,  was  likely  to 
be  protract^  to  two  or  three  weeks,  to  which 
extent  it  had,  indeed,  in  one  case,  gon^  when 
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Mr,  JefferBon  nas  elected  in  1801,  He  had 
beea  a  member  of  a  pablia  societj',  in  whiob, 
slthoDgh  tba  people  of  the  State  orer  which  ft 
presided  held  all  their  elections  otoa  voce,  it  was 
nevertheless  the  practice  always  to  elect  bj 
ballot.  The  mle  had  been  adopted  from  expe- 
rience, with  a  view  to  save  time ;  but,  in  thia 
Boose,  it  was  proposed  to  reverse  die  mle, 
altbongh  it  had  been  observed,  without  inter- 
mption,  from  the  first  organization  of  the  Gov- 
ernment— the  effect  of  which  wonld  be  to  con- 
same  a  large  portion  of  every  session ;  and  to 
what  purpose?  What  benefit  oould  poaubly 
Bccrae  t  The  oatennble  plea  was,  that,  hy  this 
means,  the  Bepresentative  would  be  held  re- 
Bponrible  to  his  constitnenU  for  the  maimer  in 
which  he  voted ;  bnt  was  it  possible  that  this 
House  contained  a  single  member  who  wished 
to  shrink  from  responsibilitj  on  snch  a  sab- 
Ject  t  Could  there  he  a  gentleman  on  that  floor 
who  wonld  not  feel  a  pnde  in  meeting  thai  re- 
sponsibility !  Did  the  gentleman  sospect  his 
fellow -members  of  BO  great  a  want  of  candor ! 
Ur.  M.  said  that,  inasmnoh  as  do  inconvenience 
had  been  experienced  from  the  operation  of  the 
present  rule,  but  great  and  obviona  inconveni- 
ence wonld  resolt  from  the  proposed  change, 
he  felt  himself  bound  to  oppose  the  resolution 
under  consideration. 

Here  Mr.  M.  adverted  to  an  amendment  he 
had  himself  offered  a  few  dajs  ago,  proposing 
to  uiply  the  previous  question  to  amendments 
pending,  the  propriety  of  which  he  briefly  in- 
sisted upon.  The  consumption  of  time,  even 
in  the  present  mode  of  electing  by  ballot,  arose 
principally  from  the  practice  of  coontins  the 
Dallota  in  Che  House.  This  nught  easily  be 
avoided,  by  allowing  the  tellers  to  retire,  and 
the  bnslneaa  of  the  House  to  proceed  in  the 
mean  time.  If  the  standing  mles  of  the  House 
were  to  be  altered  on  every  slight  occasion,  and 
for  anv  temporary  nbject  which  gentlemen 
might  nave  m  view,  there  was  no  end  to  the 
changes  which  might  be  expected. 

Mr.  Wekhb  coincided  in  part  with  the  views 
expressed  by  Mr.  WiOKunn,  bat  moved  to 
amend  the  resolntion  in  snch  a  manner  as  to 
require  a  viva  voce  vote  only  whan  demanded 
by  one-fifth  of  the  membere  present,  in  con- 
formity with  the  rule  at  present  in  force  in  re- 
lation to  the  yeaa  and  nays. 

Mr.  WioxiJFFE  objected  to  the  amendment, 
and  declined  acc«pting  It  as  a  modification. 

Mr.  OuLFBPSR  expressed  himself  in  oppod- 
tion  to  the  resolotion.  The  first  reason  which 
the  mover  had  given  in  its  auppoi't,  operated, 
in  his  own  case,  in  a  manner  directly  the  re- 
verse 1  for,  he  had  been  accustomed,  from  the 
outset  of  his  public  life,  alwaj^s  to  election  by 
ballot,  and  never  vtca  voee.  In  the  State  of 
Georgia,  where  he  had  at  first  resided,  the  very 
experiment  had  been  made  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Eentncky  wished  the  House  now  to 
try.  The  mode  of  election  for  Representatives 
had  been  changed  as  was  now  proposed,  and 
the  efiect  was  such,  that,  after  the  Single  vka 


DOM  elecUon,  the  Legislature  was  besieged  by 
petitions  from  all  porta  of  the  State  to  restore 
the  former  practice.  The  act  was  occordin^y 
repealed.  In  North  Carolina,  which  fitate  be 
hod  now  the  honor  in  port  to  represent,  elec- 
tion by  ballot  had  always  prevailed.  For  him- 
sell^  he  believed  be  might  truly  say,  he  h>d 
never,  at  anr  time,  put  a  vote  into  the  ballot- 
box,  which  be  hod  the  least  wish  to  caneeiL 
Be  had  been  a  member  of  the  House,  with  but 
lew  interruptions,  for  twenty-two  years;  dur- 
ing which  he  had  never  voted,  either  by  ballot 
or  otherwise,  in  a  manner  which  he  would  not 
have  exposed  to  all  the  world.  The  mode  now 
proposea  woold  prove  exceedingly  inconveaieU 
and  tedious  in  practice,  and  seeing  no  good  rea- 
son in  its  favor,  be  ehonld  give  it  his  deddtd 
u^atlve. 

Mr.  MuLART  BOid  he  WM  Qtt«rty  oppoMd 
both  to  the  amendment  and  reaolntiOD.  Tb« 
officers  of  this  Honae  hod  ever  been  apptHoted 
by  ballot  from  the  foundation  of  the  GcverD- 
ment.     It  was  the  old  Jeffereonian  practice. 


n  any  new  o 

,  members  wi 
ed  to  conceal  their  votes  by  the  ballot-boiI 
For  himself,  he  knew  of  none.  If  tfae  gentle- 
man had  discovered  any,  he  ahonld  like  to  ba 
informed  of  it  He  had  presmned  the  gentle- 
men of  the  present  Congress  were  as  noMst 
and  as  honorable  as  their  predecessors.  Tbeif 
fathers  had  voted  by  ballot,  and  he  knew  of 
no  reason  why  the  practice  should  now  be 
changed.  Perhaps  the  honorable  gentiemsa 
might  have  within  his  knowledge  some  tecrat 
reason  for  supposing  that  this  Gonp^sa  onglit 
not  to  be  trusted  by  the  nation  to  the  same  ex- 
tent which  other  Oonaressea  had  been,  li 
snch  were  the  case,  be  uionld  like  to  know  it 

[Here  farther  debate  was  suspended  by  the 
expiration  of  the  hour.] 

Qeorgia  Claivtt. 

The  House  went  into  Comtnittee  of  the 
Whole,  and  resumed  the  coninderation  of  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Thoupsos,  to  reverse  tfae  rtpMt 
of  the  Indian  Committee,  on  the  antgeet  d  the 
Georgia  claims. 

Mr,  Wnj)B  observed  thot,  in  ridng  to  redeem 
bis  pledge,  it  would  be  impossible  to  avoid  en- 
tering somewhat  into  detau.  These  claims  bad 
never  been  act«d  npon  by  the  House.  Tba 
facts  respecting  them  were,  as  yet,  imperfectly 
understood.  The  qnestionB  they  preeeated  bad 
not  been  examinea.  The  arguments  in  their 
favor  were  still  nuheard.  It  was  not  hb  wish, 
however,  to  say  more  than  the  occasion  ibso- 
lately  required.  He  should  be  satisfied  if  be 
coold  procure  a  patient  inquiry  into  the  merit! 
of  the  oliuma ;  beyond  that,  he  had  nothisg  tc 
hope  or  ask.  When  the  rights  of  the  cltum- 
ants  were  understood,  the  measure  of  justice  to 
which  they  were  entitled  would  be  readily  w>- 
tled,  by  every  gentleman,  acoording  to  bia  ova 
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judgment.  In  1S21,  one  of  those  oompocta  or 
■(i«ementH,  wbtoli  hare  been  ftmiliarlf,  bat 
not  properly,  called  treetiea,  wu  euterM  into 
bdweta  the  United  Suites,  the  Creek  tribe  of 
ladkoi,  ind  the  Btate  of  Qeorgio.  A  oession 
of  lud  from  Uie  Indiana  was  tben  obtained  bj 
tht  United  States,  for  the  nsa  of  the  Btate,  the 
Nnndtration  of  vhieh  was  to  be  paid  "bj  the 
UDit«d  States,  in  conformitr  with  the  obliga- 
tioiu  imposed  b^  the  artieles  of  Bgreemeot  and 
MKion  of  1603.  At  the  time  of  those  ne^- 
liatiou,  there  were  ezistmg  chunu  of  the  citi- 
nuot  tha  Slate  of  Georgia  against  the  Greek 
uiioo,  for  depredations  committed,  prior  to 
the  ict  regaladng  interconrBe  with  the  Indian 
tribes.  These  claims  formed  one  of  the  sab- 
jecuof  Uw  negotiation;  and  for  the  porpoee 
of  procuriDg  psTment  of  them,  commissioDsrs 
M  th«  part  of  Georgia  had  1>een  appoinlod. 
Regiitersd  from  time  to  time  as  thej  arose,  in 
Uk  proper  department,  according  to  law,  with 
the  proof  bj  which  they  were  established,  an 
ibslTMt  of  them,  from  the  books  of  the  Comp- 
tnl]«r'B  office^  was  in  the  hands  of  the  oommis- 
soHra,  and  exhibited  at  the  conferences. 
Ttxj  unoDnted  to  two  hundred  and  eighty 
thoaund  dollara,  and  were  princh«llT  for 
proptrtj  plandared  or  destrOTO*^  bj  Indians  ot 
the  Geek  tribe,  in  some  of  those  predatory  in- 
wnioM  with  which  oar  Sonthem  frontier  was 
WiAen  harassed.  Reparation  for  these  iimi~ 
nt9  had  been  often  stipulated,  but  never  made. 
Eepeated  acts  of  hostility,  attended  with  all 
the  hmrors  of  savage  warfare,  had  been  snc- 
»eded  bj  repeated  promises  of  peace  and  in- 
imnitj,  which,  in  torn,  were  as  repeatedlj 
lioUlcd,  with  all  the  reclclossneas  of  savage 
"^dj.    These  outrages  coald  not  be  denied. 


epair  tl 
Theb 


the  compact  of  1821  was  made.  By  the  4th 
"nida,  thfl  payment,  by  the  United  States,  to 
iha  Indians^  of  varions  snms,  at  different  times, 
UDoimtiiig  in  the  whole  to  two  hundred  thoa- 
Hid  dollars,  is  stipulated,  and  tiie  article  then 
twttdi: 

Aid  u  1  fiuilier  considaration  for  said  cession, 
teUmwd  Butu  do  hereby  agree  to  pay,  to  the 
™*  of  Geoma,  whatever  baUnce  may  be  found 
™  I?  Ik*  CkcIc  nalioD  to  the  ettizena  of  sud 
^  ■hcnsTer  the  same  shall  be  aaeertahied,  in 
°««naity  >rHh  Uw  refbrenee  made  by  the  commia- 
>uotn  of  G««rna  and  the  cluefs,  head  men,  and 
*>^  of  the  Creek  nation,  to  be  paid  in  file  an- 
*«1  inNihnenU,  without  interest,  provided  the  Burne 
'^  nol  eiceed  the  sum  of  two  hundred  aad  fifty 
-™«>id  doOan ;  the  commiisioaen  of  Oeorgia  ei- 
<^  lo  the  Creek  luiaon  a  full  and  final  reUn. 
T»»wiU  of  ill  the  claims  of  the  ciOzens  of  Georgia 
■?>=«  iIm  Creek  oation,  for  property  taken  or  de- 
«™JM,  prior  lo  the  act  of  Congreas  of  one  thou- 
wH  «tht  handled  and  two,  r^ulatiog  the  inter- 
««nt  vithlke  Indian  tribes." 

%  the  articles  of  agreement,  made  at  the 
"w  hae,  between  tite  comnuasionera  of  Geor- 
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gia,  and  the  chief^  head  men,  and  warriors  of 
the  Creok  nation,  all  claims  on  either  side,  of 
whatertir  natnre  or  kind,  prior  to  the  act  of 
Oongress  of  one  thonsand  eight  huadred  and 
two,  with  the  docnments  in  sapport  of  them, 
were  referred  to  the  decision  of  the  President 
of  the  United  States,  by  him  to  be  decided 
upon,  ai^osted,  liquidated,  and  settled,  in  sach 
manner,  and  under  such  roles,  regulatioas,  and 
restricUons,  as  he  should  prescribe.  A  full  and 
final  release  of  all  claima,  of  every  description, 
was  accordingly  eieouted  by  the  Oeorgia  com- 
missioners,  to  the  Creek  nation ;  it  porportod 
to  be  in  consideration  of  the  two  hondred  and 
fiity  thousand  dollars  agreed  to  be  paid  by  the 
United  States,  and  waa  witnessed  by  their  com- 
missioners. For  the  settlement  of  &ese  clums, 
thus  referred  to  the  President,  a  commissfoner 
was  appointed,  who  proceeded  to  discharge  his 
duty,  under  certain  instructloDS,  emanating 
from  the  War  Department.  Claims  amounting 
to  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  thousand  three 
hundred  and  nine  dollars  were'  presented  to 
him,  of  which  eighty  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  forty-four  dollars  were  alloweo^  and  ninety 
thonaand  five  hundred  and  thirty-eight  reject- 
ed :  BubsequenUy  a  farther  reference  to  the 
Fiflh  Auditor  was  authorized,  and  some  Other 
sums  were  admitted.  The  whole  amount  al- 
lowed and  pud  a  littie  eioeeds  one  hundred 
and  one  thousand  dollars,  leaving  upwards  of 
one  hundred  and  forty-eiKht  thousand  dollars 
of  the  two  huadred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
still  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States,  and  ap- 
plicable, as  Oeorgia  contends,  to  the  payment 
of  the  juat  olums  of  her  citiiens.  It  is  wor- 
thy of  remark  that,  of  the  r^eoted  cMms,  a 
very  iDconsiderable  amonnt  Indeed  were  con- 
demned as  fraudulent,  or  refused  payment  for 
insufBcienoy  of  proof.  By  far  the  greater 
number  were  denied  indemnity  becaose  they 
were  for  property  destroyed,  and,  according  to 
the  decision  of  the  commissioner,  in  oonform- 
ity  with  his  inatmetions  from  the  Department 
of  War,  they  are  alleged  not  to  be  provided 
for  by  tiie  treaty. 

Thia  oonatmction  seemed  to  him  an  extraor- 
dinary one.  It  was  not  his  purpose  to  reflect 
on  the  commlasioner,  or  the  Department ;  but, 
in  justice  to  himself  and  his  constituents,  he 
must  be  permitted  to  make,  and  to  defend,  that 
assertion.  First,  it  is  to  be  observed  that  the 
reference  to  the  President  is  of  all  claims  on 
both  sides.  The  submia^on  is  general,  not  re- 
stricted. Next,  the  release  is  unlimited;  and 
in  that  respect  it  oonforms  to  the  compact. 
That  instrument  requires  the  oommlssioners  of 
Qeoi^a  to  execute  a  release  for  oil  property 
taken  or  destroyed.  Con  it  be  imogiaed  that 
the  renunciation  and  the  obligation  to  indem- 
nify were  not  intended  to  be  co-eztensive? 
Why  ask  us  to  release  all  claims  for  property 
destroyed,  if  such  claims  had  already  Men  ei- 
tinguished  I  What  is  the  principle  npon  which 
these  claims  for  property  destroyed  have  been 
disallowed?     In  hia   fourth   instruction,  the 


dbyGooglc 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


rK.] 


SeerelArj  of  War  dlrecU  the  commissioner  to 
exclade  all  claima  originating  dnriag  a  period 
of  hostilities,  which  was  followed  by  a  treatj 
of  peace,  aoleBB  thej  are  provided  for  b;  that 
treaty.  This,  he  sajs,  is  a  principle  perfectly 
well  eotsblished  between  civilized  nations,  and 
is  believed  to  be  equally  applicable  to  savages. 
Now,  why  should  the  maiims  of  international 
law,  established  among  oiviliEed  people,  be  ex- 
tended  to  Indians,  to  whom  they  are  nnknown, 
and  by  whom  they  wonld  never  be  regarded  t 
They  are  not  an  independent  people.  In  the 
progress  of  the  negotiations  of  Ghent,  oor 


Sain  been  repelled  by  the  Preddent  in  his  late 
essage.  The  agreementa  entered  into  with 
them  ore  not  treaUes.  The  Senate  have  so  de- 
cided. Even  if  they  were  independent,  they 
ore  nncivilized.  They  do  not  abide  W  the 
roles  of  civilized  war&re.  Why,  then,  shonld 
we  apply  to  them  the  roles  of  civilized  pacifi- 
cation! Nations  claiming  to  he  civilized,  do 
not  nanally  plunder  or  destroy  private  property 
on  land.  Savages  never  respect  it.  To  ex- 
empt them,  on  the  retom  of  peace,  from  all  re- 
Sonsibiltty  for  snch  outrages,  is  to  enoonrage 
em  in  their  barbarity. 

Ur.  W.  said  that,  before  leaving  tliis  part  of 
the  snbjeot,  be  would  advert  to  the  terms  of 
the  several  compacta  or  treaties,  reoogniziag 


The  first  in  order  v 


9  the 


TVeoty  of  Avputa-^^tAe  with  Oeorgi^,  {a  1TB3. 
The  second  article  provides  "  th&t  all  Just  debts  due 
by  any  of  the  said  Jadiani  lo  ftny  of  tbe  merchuits 
or  traders  of  tbe  Biid  State,  shall  be  fiirly  and  freely 
paid ;  and  all  negroes,  horses,  cattle,  or  other  prop- 
erty, taken  during  the  late  war,  shall  be  neutr^" 
The  nest  woa  the 


Indians  shall  restore  all  tbe  negroes,  horses,  _ 
other  property,  tbat  are  or  may  be  among  them,  be- 
longing to  any  citiien  of  this  Stale,  or  any  other 
person  or  persona  whatever,  to  ntoh  person  as  the 
iJovemor  shall  direcL" 

Tlien  snooeeded  the 

Trealji  Miown  Oeoma  and  lUie  Orttii,  at  Bluntl- 
der  Bont,  in  17B6,  irhich  rceognlied  pre-existing 
hosUlities,  and  reneved  pacific  relations.  By  the 
second  article,  it  is  agreed  that  "AH  negroes,  horses, 
cattle,  and  other  property,  now  in  the  nation,  aod 
vUch  vere  taken  from  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia, 
shall  be  restored  to  such  person  or  persona  is  bis 
honor  the  Oovemor,  or  the  commissjonets,  shall  di- 
rect. All  white  or  oUier  free  people  io  the  nation, 
nbo  are  held  as  prisoners  or  slaves,  shall  also  be 
delivered  up  to  the  aforesaid  persons." 
After  these  came  the 

3><ii^  of  Jfev  Tork,  with  the  United  States,  b 
1T90.  Tbe  third  article  declares,  "Tbe  Creek  no- 
tion shall  deliver,  as  soon  ss  practicable,  to  the  com- 
manding officer  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States, 
■tatlooed  at  the  Book  Landuig,  on  the  Oconee  river. 
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all  the  citizens  of  the  United  Btstes,  white  inhabi. 
tants  or  negroes,  who  ore  now  prisoners  io  any  put 
of  the  said  nation.  And  If  any  such  prisonen  or 
negroes  should  not  be  so  delivered,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  June  ensaiog,  tbe  Oovemor  of  Gcarfia 
may  empower  three  persons  to  repair  to  the  said 
Datioa,  io  order  to  claim  and  receive  such  prisonen 
and  negroes." 

To  the  treaty  of  New  Tork  snooeeded  the 
Trtaiv  of  CaitToin,  \a  1196.  The  seventh  article 
engaged  "that  the  Creek  nation  shall  deliver,  sa  bods 
ss  prscticable,  to  the  Superintandeot  of  Indian  it- 
&irs,  at  such  place  as  be  may  direct,  all  citUens  of 
the  United  States,  while  iobabitonts  and  oefrnxt, 
wtio  are  now  prisoners  in  any  port  of  the  said  na- 
tion, agreeably  to  the  treaty  oFNew  York,  aodiiaa 
all  ciiizena,  white  inhabitants,  negroes,  sod  pnipettj, 
token  since  the  signing  of  that  treaty.  And  iS  isf 
such  prisoners,  negroes,  or  property,  should  doI  be 
delivered  on  or  tiefore  the  fiirit  day  of  Januarj  Dell, 
the  Governor  of  Georgio  may  empower  three  pe^ 
BOOS  to  repair  to  tbe  said  nation,  m  order  (a  claim 
and  receive  such  prisoners,  negroes,  and  properlj, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Preadent  of  the  United 
Btates." 

In  1803  w|B  n^otiated  the 

Treat}/  of  Fort  HWiom— A  treaty  of  lunlta  ui 
cession.  The  second  article  providies  for  the  paj- 
ment  of  various  sums  of  money,  in  conndeiatioi  of  i 
the  cession  of  lond  made  by  the  lodlani.  Amosg 
tbe  rest,  "  five  thousand  dollarv  to  aotisfy  clumi 
for  property  taken  by  iadividualH  of  the  said  ution, 
from  tbe  citizens  of  tbe  United  Statea,  EabKqBelit 
to  the  treaty  of  Colerun,"  Ac. 
Then  came  the 

CttpUtJmHiM  mU  Gtntn^  Jaekmi,  in  1 814.  Tbe 
fifth  article  declares,  "thst  the  United  StsUs  <f^ 
mond  that  a  surrender  be  immediately  mode,  of  all 
the  perMDS  and  property  token  from  the  ^iieu  «f 
the  United  Butes,  the  friendly  part  of  the  CrMl  u- 
tion,  the  Cherokee,  Chickasaw,  and  Choctawiitliinii 
to  their  respective  owners," 

la  deciding  npon  the  claims  presented,  tha 
terms  of  these  treaties  have  been  considered  u 
confined  to  that  of  1831,  In  conformity  wJli 
the  instraetions  of  the  Department.  lhi>  ■> 
contrary  to  every  fair  rule  of  interpretation. 
It  shoiild  have  been  held  to  extend  to  them, 
not  they  to  restrict  it.  The  verbal  crilicifm 
which  attempts  to  establish  a  distioctioD  be- 
tween  the  obligation  to  pay  for  property  tsk^ 
and  that  destroyed,  is  worthy  only  of  kicdno 
answer.  It  must  have  been  taken  before  itK'H 
deetroyed. 

In  what  he  had  said,  or  shonld  say,  on  tbe 
Bnhject  of  their  decisianB  and  instnicticns,  b^ 
disclaunod  every  thing  like  disrespect  or  per- 
sonal feeling.  For  the  character  of  the  com- 
missioner he  bad  the  highest  esl^em.  He  ^*' 
sure  that  gentleman  snfiSred  pain,  whenever  he 
was  obligM  to  refuse  indemnity  to  on  booest 
olumanL  To  the  then  Beoretary  of  'Vsr  h* 
impnted  nothing,  except  a  somewhat  ligor^ 
and.  contracted  expodtJoo  of  the  treaty.  B° 
tmsted  he  shoold  always,  whether  in  the  m>- 
Jority  or  the  minority,  with  the  administnhW 
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Dr  tba  opposition,  have  respect  enoiiRh  for  him- 
lelf  to  ivoid  asaailing  the  motives  of  any  officer 
of  GoTemment.  He  would,  when  it  vaa  00- 
[MMTT,  comraant  with  freedom  upon  their 
Kta,  Derer  forgetting,  however,  that  forbeftr- 
aDM  vbioh  was  due  to  man  who  were  not,  and 
ccmld  not,  be  present  in  person  to  defBnd 
^Kmselves.  Vbat  is,  in  effect,  the  offioial 
igT«cment  upon  these  treaties?  That  the 
(graemeiit  is  to  reatore ;  and  propertj  da< 
strojed  is  insosoeptible  of  restoration.  And 
*W  follows?  That  the  Indiana,  having  agreed 
to  re^re  what  they  conld  not  restore,  are  to 
Mj  m  eqnivalaatl  No,  sir,  thej  are  to  be 
Murgea  from  all  liabilitr,  beoansa  they  shall 
sot  be  held  to  perform  what  was  impoMible. 
Such  was  not  the  arcnment  maintained  hj  the 
G«>eniment  of  the  United  6tal«e,  on  the  treaty 
(rfOheot  lod  Uie  Oonvention  of  St.  Feters- 
Wg.  There  the  undertaking  of  Great  Britain 
*H  to  restore.  When  it  was  found  that  she 
could  not,  or  did  not  restore,  what  was  exacted 
(ioah«i?  A  just  Indemnifloatlon.  Mast  h& 
lUn,  be  driven  to  a^  whether  the  United 
Sutcs  hsve  one  measore  of  justice  when  they 
dtmand  it  of  an  adTersary.  and  another  when 
tkr  ire  to  render  it  to  a  friend  ? 

Th»  dsimants  contend,  and  with  great  ttp- 
pireat  rvtson,  that  they  are  entitled  to 
Pajment  for  property  destroyed ; 
An  allowinoe  for  the  inoreaae  of  negro  prop- 

An  illowanae  for  the  use  <n*  hire  of  property 
not  nseepUble  of  increase,  or  int«rest  in  lien 
of  tbcM  allowanoei. 

Ilia  first  class  of  ol^ms  had  already  been 
(wndcred.  The  Jostioe  of  them,  and  the  ta- 
^^  of  the  verbal  distinction  between  "taken" 
vi  "  destroyed,"  is  indireotir  admitted  by  the 
Conunittoe  on  Indian  Af&irauiemaelves.  Then, 
u  to  the  other  allowances  claimed,  upon  what 
foUiLg  do  they  atand  ?  The  eavogea,  immedi- 
f^j  npoD  the  oonclosion  of  each  compact  or 
tiW;,  were  bound  to  restore  the  property 
Eomprehended  in  it.  Had  the  restoratltm  been 
■■ode  m  good  faith,  aooording  to  the  treaty,  the 
m»  would  have  had  the  nse  and  increase  of 
nii  property  from  that  period ;  i  «.,  from  1788, 
^.  'Sfi,  '90,  or  '06,  as  the  case  may  be,  to  the 
prneiitUnie.  Bat  the  Indians,  in  defianoe  of 
^  tn%,  keep  the  davee.  They  retuu  them, 
>«,  ttteau,  or  thirtr  years,  anjoying  the  frnits 
«[  th«ir  labor,  and  that  of  their  ofispring. 
Y*"  >>  no  imsgtnary  ease.  It  U  notorious  that 
ttt  plMtsJions  of  many  of  the  ohiefe  were 
*!M«d  with  negroes  stolen  ftijm  the  whitee. 

The  qnestion,  then,  is  this ;  Are  the  Indisna, 
P  MMeqwDce  of  their  bad  futh,  to  be  placed 
'^  »  beUer  ritnaUon,  and  the  owner  of  the 
Pf^Pftr  in  a  worse  one?  ThU  would  be  to 
""•"  tti6  Mvaga  vices  of  fraud  and  perfidy 
»itt  tha  ipoils  of  an  innocent  and  suffering 
^le.  Upon  the  fwlnre  to  restore,  according 
wtha  compact,  what  were  the  olwmanta  enti- 
™  to  receive?  Precisely  what  the  United 
«*•  demanded  and  received  under  the  treaty 


of  Ghent — ajnst  indemnifiostion  for  the  prop- 
erty not  restored.  What  Is  a  jost  indenmity  m 
Hoch  a  case  ?  Let  ns  inquire  of  the  constitu- 
tional adviser  of  the  President,  whose  opinion 
the  Government  adopted.  "  What,"  says  the 
Attorney- General,  "  ts  a  Jost  indemnification 
for  a  wrong  ?  Is  it  the  reparation  of  one-half 
or  two-thirds  of  that  wrong  ? "  On  these  few 
simple  ideas  the  whole  qneatdon  tnms.  If  an 
ii^ury  is  justly  redressed  which  is  only  >i«)f  re- 
dre^ed,  then  the  British  oomnussioner  is  right ;' 
but  if  an  injury  is  redressed  only  when  the  re- 
dress is  commeusarat«  with  the  whole  extent 
of  the  i[\jnTy,  then  he  is  wrong.  Let  ns  pnt 
aside  the  emphatic  and  strildng  word  jnst,  and 
take  the  word  indemnification  alone.  What 
does  the  word  indemnification  meant  The 
saving  hannleBa  from  damage.  Is  that  man 
saved  harmless  from  damage  who  is  left  to  bear 
one-half  of  the  damage  himself)  The  ques- 
tion seems,  to  me,  too  plain  for  discussion. 
The  British  commissioner.  Sir  John  NiooU, 
who  composed  part  of  the  Board,  nnder  the 
sev^th  article  of  the  treaty  of  1794,  seems  to 
have  entertained  a  very  different  opinion  upon 
the  subject  from  bis  coontryman  who  is  now 
sitting  to  execnte  the  emperor's  award.  His 
words  are,  "To  reimburse  the  olaimants-the 
original  cost  of  their  property,  and  ail  the  ex- 
penses they  have  actnaUy  incurred,  together 
with  interest  on  the  whole  amount,  wonld,  I 
think,  be  a  Jost  and  adequate  compensation. 
This,  I  believe,  is  the  measure  of  compensation 
nsntuly  made  by  all  belligerent  nations  for  loss- 
es, costs,  and  damages,  occasioned  by  iUegnl 
captures."  Kow,  at  the  time  of  the  wrongs 
now  under  consideration,  we  were,  as  to  Great 
Britain,  neotrols  and  friends,  and  stood  pro- 
tected, by  the  moat  sacred  of  ail  instnunents,  a 
trestv  of  peace.  In  violation  of  this  treaty, 
the  slaves  and  other  property  of  the  American 
citizens  were  carried  away,  in  the  year  181S, 
and  have  been  detained  from  them  ever  ainoe. 
They  have  thus  lost  the  use  of  this  property 
for  eleven  years.  Is  the  meagre  retnm  of  the 
average  vuue,  at  the  time  the  slaves  and  other 
property  were  thus  taken  from  them,  AJnst 
mdemnifioation  for  the  whole  wrong?  That 
the  act  of  taking  away  the  property  was  a 
wrong,  is  no  longer  a  question.  The  first  act 
of  di^osaesfflon  being  thus  established  to  be  a 
wrong,  is  the  continuance  of  that  dispossession 
for  eleven  years  no  wrong  at  all)  la  it  oon- 
siatent  with  that  usage  of  nations,  which  Sir 
John  Kiooll  recognized,  to  redress  an  act  of 
wrongful  violence  by  the  retnm,  at  any  dis- 
tance of  time,  of  the  naked  value  of  the  article 
at  the  date  of  the  injury  t 

Upon  the  whole,  sir,  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  just  indemnification  awarded  by  the 
emperor  mvolvea  not  merely  the  return  in  tha 
valne  of  specific  property,  but  a  compensation, 
also,  for  the  snbseqnent  and  wronpul  deten- 
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oreed;  bnt^  nnce  this,  if  not  impncdcable, 
would  be  e.  work  of  great  labor  and  time,  I  am 
of  the  opinion  that  th«  intoreat,  according  to 
tbe  DsaKO  of  natJoDS,  is  a  necessary  part  of  the 
jast  indemnification  awarded  by  the  Emperor 
of  RaBsia. 

Mi.  UoLxur,  of  Obio,  (Chairman  of  tbe 
Oommittee  on  Indian  Affairs,)  said  that,  as  one 
of  the  majority  of  the  committee  who  ap- 

E roved  of  the  report  now  nnder  consideration, 
e  considered  it  nis  dntj  to  oppose  the  motion 
of  the  honorable  Eentlemao  from  Georgii^  and 
briefly  to  assign  the  reasons  which  had  Infia- 
enced  bim  in  forming  bia  opinion  npon  the  sab- 
ject.  The  first  qneetion  which  presents  itself 
in  this  inTestigation  is,  whether,  upon  a  fair 
construction  of  the  proTisiona  of  the  treaty, 
the  Indians  are  entitled  to  the  residne  of  the 
money,  after  paying  the  claims  of  the  citizens 
of  Georgia.  Upon  this  point  there  is  a  difier- 
ence  of  opinion,  not  only  among  the  members 
npon  this  floor,  bnt  also  among  others  eqnally 
competent  to  nndorstand  it,  and  who  have  in- 
vestigated it  If  tbe  Indiana  are  entitled  to 
the  residnnm,  no  proposition  can  he  more  clear 
than  that  Congress  do  not  possess  the  right  or 
the  power  to  legislate  npon  the  snlfject,  with- 
ont  the  consent  of  the  Indiana.  In  oraer  to 
determine  to  whom  the  balance  of  this  money 
does  belong,  if  any  balance  there  shonld  be, 
after  satisfying  the  cllums  of  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  it  Is  only  necessary  for  gentlemen  to 
turn  their  attention  to  the  treaty  Mtween  the 
United  States  and  the  Creek  Indians,  held  at 
the  Indian  Springs,  in  1B31,  and  to  the  Article 
of  Agreement  then  and  there  entered  into,  be- 
tween the  Indians  and  tbe  representatives,  or 
commissioners,  appointed  by  the  State  of  Qeor- 

S'b,  in  behalf  of  their  citizen  cbimanta.  By 
e  provisions  of  that  treaty,  the  Creek  Indians 
cede  to  the  United  States  a  certain  portion  of 
their  country,  for  which  the  United  States 
agreed  to  pay  them,  in  certun  instahnents,  the 
sum  of  two  mindred  thousand  dollars.  In  the 
latter  clanse  of  the  fonr&  article  of  that  treaty 
is  contained  the  atipolation  which  gives  rise 
to  the  present  discnaston,  and  which  is  as 
follows : 

"  And  as  •  hrther  eoeiidantiOQ  ibr  add  cenion, 
the  TJiiitoi]  States  do  hereby  agree  to  pay  to  the 
State  of  Georgia,  whateiec  balance  miy  be  found 
due,  by  tbe  Creek  nation,  to  the  citizens  of  that 
State,  vhenever  the  same  iball  be  ascertained,  in 
conformity  with  tbe  reference  mude  by  tbe  commis- 
Hioners  of  Georgia,  and  tbe  chiefs,  heiid  men,  and 
warriors,  of  the  Creek  nation,  to  be  paid  in  five  aa- 
noal  instalmeDte,  wttbont  interest,  provided  the  same 
shall  not  exceed  the  aam  of  two  nondred  and  fifty 
thousand  dollars ;  the  commlsmonere  of  Georgia  ez- 
eontlng  to  the  Creek  nation  a  full  and  final  reiin- 
quisbment  of  all  claims  of  the  cttiiens  of  Qeorgia 
against  tbe  Creek  nation,  for  property  token  or  de- 
stroyed prior  to  the  act  of  Congren  of  one  thousand 
eight  boudred  and  two,  regulating  the  interconne 
with  the  Indian  tribes." 

Tbe  Article  of  Agreement  between  the  rep- 


resentatives of  the  Georgia  dumanta  and  the 
Indians,  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  clause  of 
the  treaty,  is  in  the  following  words : 

"  Articles  of  agreement  entered  into  between  Ilia 
Qndenlgned  commiasionen,  appomted  by  the  Gov- 
ernor of  the  State  of  Georgia,  for  and  on  behilf  of 
the  citizens  of  said  Slate,  and  the  chieC^  head  men, 
and  worrion,  of  the  Creek  nation  of  Indlina. 
Wbereu,  at  a  conference  opened  and  held  at  iht 
Indian  Spring,  In  the  Creek  nation,  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  by  the  aforesaid  conmussioners,  tiite  rep- 
resented that  they  have  claims  to  a  targe  amomtl 
against  tbe  said  Creek  nation  of  ludians;  Now,  io 
order  to  adjust  and  bring  the  same  to  a  speedy  tai 
final  settlement,  it  is  hereby  agreed  that  aU  the  tilkl 
hod  upon  the  subject  of  these  claims,  at  this  plice, 
together  with  all  claims  on  either  tfde,  of  wfaaCtnr 
nature  or  kind,  prior  to  the  act  of  Coiwreaa  of  ISOi, 
regulating  the  intercoune  with  the  Uidian  tribc^ 
with  the  documents  In  support  of  them,  ahall  be  re- 
ferred to  the  decision  of  tbe  President  of  tbe  Oaiiel 
States,  by  him  to  be  decided  upon,  adjusted,  Uqm- 
daled,  and  settled.  In  such  manner,  and  ouder  sub 
mles,  regulations,  and  restrictions,  as  he  shall  pre- 
scribe: Provided,  however,  if  it  should  meet  tbe 
views  of  the  President  of  the  Unhed  States,  it  is  tbe 
wish  of  the  contracting  parliea  lliat  the  Uqnidstion 
and  settlement  of  the  aforesaid  claims  shall  be  mode 
m  the  Btale  of  Georgia,  at  anoh  plaee  aa  be  nay 
deem  most  convenient  for  tbe  partiea  inlenswd; 
and  the  ded^on  and  award,  thus  made  and  rcndnedi 
tSuU  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon  the  coatioct- 
ing  parties." 

In  pnrsnance  of  the  nroviaons  of  the  treaty, 
and  in  contbrmity  with  the  Article  of  Agree- 
ment, the  President  of  the  United  States  up- 
pointed  a  oommissioner,  who,  alter  giving  faD 
notice  to  the  parties  interested,  proceeded  to 
the  State  of  Georgia,  to  reoeive  all  elaim* 
which  might  Iw  presented,  with  the  evidente 
in  support  of  them ;  and  nnder  oertun  rules 
and  regnlations  prescribed  to  him,  by  Mr.  Cs!- 
bonn,  the  then  Secretary  of  War,  nnder  the 
direction  of  the  President,  to  decide  npm  the 
respective  claims.  This  oommissioner.  Gen. 
Preston,  of  Virginia,  made  report  of  Ms  pi» 
ceedings  to  the  President,  recommendiDg  the 
payment  of  a  oertain  portion  of  the  claims,  and 
rejecting  others.  The  Prendent,  after  a  fbH 
investigation,  approved  the  report,  and  has 
caused  to  be  paid  to  the  citizens  of  Ooorgia  the 
sum  of  one  imndred  and  one  thousand  three 
hundred  and  nineteen  dollars,  and  twenty-two 
cents,  being  the  whole  amount  of  claims,  in  the 
jodement  of  the  President,  which  ought  to  be 
paid  under  the  provisions  of  the  treaty.  It 
then,  the  Indians  are  entiUed  to  the  residne  of 
the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars, 
what  right  have  we  to  interpose,  wlthont  con- 
sent of  the  parties,  in  violation  of  their  ei^r«ss 
stipulation,  and  in  Tioiation  of  the  decision 
made  by  the  Pre^dent,  who  was  the  arbitrjtor 
mntually  chosen  and  agreed  npon  by  the  In- 
dians and  the  claimants,  and  whose  deeisioo,  it 
was  expressly  agreed,  should  be  final  and  cnt- 
dnalvel 

But,  it  has  been  aaid  the  Indiana  are  not  m 
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independent  people.  Sappose,  for  the  sake  of 
tiie  irgnmeot,  thej  are  not,  in  the  fallest  sense 
of  the  tenn,  it  does  not  follow  that  they  hare 
an  rights ;  and  if  thej  be  entitled  to  the  bai- 
lee of  the  monej',  well  may  it  be  contended, 
that,  vithont  their  consent,  Congress  cannot 
inUrpose,  and  saj,  the  Pre^dent  bas  decided 
inrorrectlr.  With  jnst  u  much  propriety 
nughtve  takejarisdictiou  of  an  ordinary  arbi- 
tntion  between  two  individnal  citizens :  for  it 
nut  be  observed  that  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  is  not  a  party  in  this  ap^ement 
or  rabmission.  It,  therefore,  follows,  as  a  mat- 
te of  ronrae,  that  those  who  believe  the  In- 
diuu  an  entitled  to  the  Dverplns  money,  mnst 
Tote  isunat  the  propoaition  of  the  ^ntJeinan 
ftom  Georgia,  which  goes  to  reverse  the  re- 
pirl  of  the  committee.  Ur.  MoL.  a^d,  from  a 
tboroDgh  investigation  of  the  whole  snl^ect, 
and  much  reflection  upon  tt,  he  had  come  to 
the  condnsioD,  that  the  Indians  are  not  enUtled 
to  tlie  balance  of  the  money  which  may  remain 
ifter  uliffying  the  claims  of  the  citizens  of 
Georgia,  bat  that  it  of  right  belougs  to  the 
Goierament  of  the  United  States.  The  stipn- 
lilioD  in  the  treaty  i^  to  pay  whatever  claims 
slull  be  found  due  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia, 
in  tbe  manner  therein  specified,  provided  they 
sboold  not  eicced  two  hondred  and  fifty  thon- 
nod  dollars;  it  is  not  an  agreement  to  pay  an 
ibwlnte  stDo,  bnt  to  pay  so  mnch  as  shoala  be 
fraud  doe,  not  esceeaing  a  oert^n  snm ;  and  it 
li  Ttir  and  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  the  In- 
diuu  did  not  look,  as  a  consideration  for  tiieii 
luda  ceded,  to  any  balance  of  the  two  hundred 
■od  tHj  thonsand  dollars,  bnt  were  content  to 
RoiieUie  two  hnadred  thonsand  dollars  paid 
them,  and  to  be  relieved  from  the  cluma  of  tbe 
dOiHtt  of  Georgia ;  the  United  States  took 
^pon  themselves  the  risk,  only  stipnlating  that 
it  thonld  not  exceed  a  certdn  amount  In  this 
™»  o(  the  case,  therefore,  Gongress  may  legia- 
lUe  npoQ  the  snt^ect,  and,  indeed,  ought  to  do 
■0,  provided  they  are  satjgfied  tiisre  are  yet 
mutanding  duma,  intended  to  be  embraced 
viibia  the  provisiona  of  the  treaty. 

Ur.  MdL  said  he  conld  but  regret  that  the 
l^onuttee  on  Indian  Aff^ra  had  not  in  their 
pwe^on,  at  the  time,  or  previous  to  making 
liKv  report,  a  docnmeut  now  before  ub,  from 
^  War  Dqiartment,  containing  a  sohednle  of 
u  the  claims  which  had  been  exhibited  to  the 
JooDBiwooer,  and  upon  which  the  President 
™  decided,  some  of  which  have  been  reject- 
ed, aid  the  reason  for  their  rejection  given. 
U  the  ooinmittee  had  been  in  possession  of  Uiis 
««™nt  in  time,  their  report  would  have 
Wn,  perhaps,  more  satisfactory  and  more  spe- 
™e,  rithoogh  their  ooncloaion  and  decision 
»wild  have  been  the  same.  From  this  schedule 
■t  will  be  peredved  that  eome  of  the  duma  are 
"on  than  fifty  years  old,  and  most  of  them  of 
"«*  Ihaa  fijTty  years'  standing ;  this  doea  not 
pfOTfl  them  nojnst,  bnt  It  is  a  oirctunstanoe 
"awh  would  seem  to  require  some  degree  of 
w«uij  into  their  merit*    OompWnt  b  made, 
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by  gentlemen  who  advocate  tiiese  claims,  that 
the  iuetnictions  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
under  which  the  commissioner  acted,  in  their 

a^jostment,  were  in  violation  of  the  treaty 
stipulaUon,  and  contrary  to  the  obvious  under- 
standing of  the  parties ;  that  it  was  not  the  in- 
tention of  the  contracting  parties,  the  Indiana, 
and  the  representatives  of  the  Georgia  clium- 
anta,  to  invest  the  President  with  authority  to 
reject  any  portion  or  class  of  claims,  provided 
they  originated  prior  to  1803 ;  the  only  object 
in  submitting  the  subject  to  bis  arbitrament 
was,  that  he  should  receive  the  evidence,  and 
dedde  upon  its  sufficiency,  no  matter  what  the 
nature  trf'  the  claim,  or  when  it  ori^ated ;  if 
prior  to  1802,  he  was  bound  to  pay  it.  This  is 
the  argument  of  the  gentleman  from  North 
OuoU^  Q£i.  Oansoir,)  and  the  same  position 
ia  aaaimied  by  gentlemen  from  Georgia,  who 
have  presented  their  views.  Now,  with  all 
due  deference  to  the  opinion  of  these  gentie- 
men,  Mr.  UoL.  said  he  entertained,  ana  moat 
be  permitted  to  express,  a  different  opinion. 
What  Is  tbe  language  of  the  submission,  or 
agreement  of  the  parties t  That  "all  claims 
on  either  side,  of  whatever  nature  or  kind, 
prior  to  the  act  of  Congress  of  1603,  regulating 
intercoujM  with  the  Indian  tribes,  with  the 
doenments  in  support  of  them,  shall  be  referred 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  by  him 
to  be  decided  upon,  a^nsted,  liquidated,  and 
setUed,  in  such  manner,  and  under  snch  rules, 


that  the  whole  sobject,  without  limitation,  was 
anbmitted  to  the  discretion  of  the  President  t 
Uost  assuredly  it  is. 

li^  however,  &om  an  examination,  it  shall  be 
found  that  iqjnstico  baa  been  done  to  the  claim- 
ants by  the  instmctiona  given  by  the  Secretary, 
or  by  the  decision  of  the  President  upon  them, 
then  it  may  be  proper  for  Congress  to  inter- 
pose, and  grant  relief;  bu^  for  himself  (ICr. 
MoL.,)  he  oelieved  full  Justice  had  been  dons 
nnder  the  provisiona  of  the  treaty,  and  he  did 
not  believe  a  single  oaae  conld  be  pointed  out, 
in  the  long  list  of  claims  now  presented,  which 
was  intended  to  be  provided  fbr,  and  which 
had  not  been  paid.  It  is  urged  that  the  Prera- 
dent  had  no  right  to  look  to  any  previous  trea- 
ties which  had  been  made  with  the  Creek  In- 
dians, bnt  ought  to  have  allowed  and  paid  all 
cluma  fonud^  upon  tbe  destruction  of  proper- 
ty, whether  provided  for  in  the  treaty  which 
may  have  followed  such  destruction  or  not. 
Why,  then,  refer  the  matter  to  the  President  at 
all }  Why  was  not  the  whole  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  dollars  paid  over  at  onoe 
to  the  repreeentatiTes  of  the  Oaoiigia  cl^m- 
ants,  by  thun  to  be  distributed  I  llie  reason 
b  obvious :  a  part  of  the  claims  were  oontro- 
vert«d,  and  a  reference  to  some  tribunal,  to  ad- 
judicate upon  them,  was  neoessory.  Bnt,  it  ia 
said,  a  scnednle  oi  claima,  amounting  to  two 
hundred  and  eighty  thonsand  dollars,  was  ex- 
hibited at  the  making  of  the  treaty.     And 
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what  do«8  that  prove!  Host  cleu-Ij,  that  a 
portion  of  tbem  was  cODsidered  niiijittrt,  or  the 
money  would  have  been  handed  over,  as  hefore 
remarked,  and  pud  at  once.  If  this  schednle 
of  cluma  vaa  bo  exhibited  at  the  makiuK  of 
the  treaty,  were  not  all  previona  treaties  wHioh 
had  been  holden  with  the  Creek  Indians  also 
looked  to,  and  anderatood  at  the  time  t  And, 
if  it  waa  the  intention  of  the  parties  to  go  be- 
hind those  treaties,  would  not  that  intention 
have  been  expressed  in  some  shape  ?  It  is  well 
Btud,  bj  the  Attorney-General,  in  glviog  his 
opinion,  that  "  the  nature  of  this  debt  was  to 
be  ascertained  only  by  referenca  to  those  ant«- 
cedent  treaties  wluoh  hare  been  made  between 
the  Creeks  and  the  State  of  Goorgi^  and  be- 
tween the  United  States,  acting  in  this  behalf| 
for  the  State  of  Geor^  and  the  Creeks— to 
which  this  treaty  of  1821,  at  the  Indian  Springs, 
most  be  considered  aa  having  relation." 

Let  us,  then,  for  a  moment,  examine  those 
previons  treaties;  and  here  it  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that  the  treaties  holden  with  those  In- 
dians prior  to  1790,  were  holden  by  the  State  of 
Georgia  herselt  The  first  at  Angnsta,  in  1T88, 
at  Galphinton,  in  178S,  Hopewell,  in  1786, 
Shoulder  Bone,  in  the  aame  year. 

"  In  all  these  tcealiei,  (says  the  Attomay-Oeneral,) 
the  nipolatloD,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  which 
fixes  the  character  of  thu  debt,  is,  to  restore  the  ne- 


□  such  penon  as  the  Governor  should  ippoiot,  &c, 
Nat  a.  word  concerumg  compeDBatioa  for  the  deten- 
tion, nor  compensation  fbr  aoy  nerro,  hone,  or 
other  anima],  that  had  preTlously  died  of  disease,  or 
had  been  consamed  in  the  use.  It  Is,  simply,  a 
naked  engagement,  on  the  part  of  the  Indians,  to 
reetore  the  specifie  property,  so  fkr  as  It  could  be 
done;  that  is,«o  for  as  the  property  was  still  in  be- 
ing, and  irithin  their  reach.  Here  the  atipalation 
atop* ;  this  la  the  wfatde  extent  of  the  duty,  or  debt. 
The  United  States,  in  onming  the  responiitdlity  of 
the  Indians,  under  these  treaties,  undertake  to  do 
only  what  tbe  Indiana  ought  to  have  done ;  that  Is, 
to  restore  tbe  apecifie  property  withiu  the  reach  of 
the  Creek  nation,  at  the  date  of  each  treaty ;  but, 
thia  being  impracticable  the  only  thing  Out  re- 
mains to  he  done,  and  which  is  practicable,  Is,  to 
pay,  in  commutation,  the  value  of  the  article,  at  the 
time  at  which  it  should  have  been  delivered." 

The  first  treaty  with  the  Greek  Indiana,  by 
the  United  States,  was  holden  at  New  York,  in 
the  year  1700,  tbe  second  at  Ocderun,  in  1798, 
the  third  at  Fort  Wilkinson,  in  1802.  In  all 
thoae  treaties,  a  stipnlation  is  inserted,  similar 
to  tbe  provisions  contained  In  tlie  previous 
treaties  made  with  those  Indians,  by  Qeoi^ 
herself  for  the  restoration  of  all  negroea  and 
property  then  in  their  poaaeasion,  b^on^^ing  to 
the  citizens  of  Georgia,  bnt  no  provision,  in 
any  one  of  them,  for  payment  of  property 
which  may  have  Iwen,  previons  to  the  respec- 
tive treatiee,  destroyed  by  said  Indians. 

The  first  agreement  of  the  Indians  to  pay  for 
property  destroyed  by  them,  is  oontuned  in  the 
treaty  at  tbe  Indian  Springs^  of  1S21,  aad  it  is 
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oonteaded  tliat  this  general  provision  shoidd 
extend  back,  without  regard  to  time,  and  vitli- 
ont  reference  to  any  antecedent  treaty.    The 
decision  of  the  President  has  respect  to  all  pre- 
vious treaties,  and  he,  with  great  propriety,  haa 
determined  that  all  property,  of  every  descrip- 
tion,  which  was  stipulated  to  be  restored  and 
given  np  by  the  Indians  to  the  citiaens  of  Qeor- 
^a,  in   an7  and   all    the    aforesaid  treatiH, 
whether  holden  by  the  State  of  Georgia,  or  by 
the  United  States,  with  the  Creek  Indiana,  and 
which  they  may  have  destroyed,  or  n^leeted 
to  restore  shoold  be  paid  for ;  and  all  such  btt 
been  paid.    It  haa  tuso  been  determined  thit 
all  property  taken  or  destroyed  by  said  Indiii^ 
after  the  treaty  of  IT96,  up  to  1609,  the  tims 
fixed  by  the  parties,  shouM  be  paid  for;  and 
all  snob  claims  have  been  received  and  paid. 
The  agreement,  th^  in  the  treat;  of  lSSl,tc 
pay  for  property  destroyed,  must  have  been  in- 
tended to  apply  to  the  destmotion  of  proper^ 
which  it  hail  been  provided,  in  previous  trea- 
ties, ahonld  be  restored,  and  which  may  b*T< 
been  destroyed,  or  never  retomed ;  sod  Its 
property  destroyed  after  the  beaty  of  ITBS,  op 
to  1802.     Every  treaty  with  the  Indium  tf 
with  any  other  nation  or  power,  contunii»  i 
provision  for  the  payment  of  certain  epecined 
olaima,  carries  with  it  evidence  of  a  final  *J- 
jnatment,  or  settiement,  and  the  eidnsioD  of 
all  pretence  of  cltdma  not  provided  for.    Tb* 
very  natnre  of  these  rfaima,  many  of  tiiem  bt- 
ing  for  borsee,  which  atrayed  into  the  Indiio 
oountiy,  and  for  negroes,  who  had  eloped  froa 
the  servioe  of  th^  mastera,  and  taken  refnge 
in  the  Indian  coonlry,  ahows  the  necesmty  lad 
propriety  of  having  nferenoe,  in  their  a^Ml- 
ment,    to    previous    settlements    or  trettUa 
Proof  that  a  negro,  who  had  absoonded  frtna 
his  master,  or  a  horse  which  had  sMy^  '^ 
his  owner  and  may  have  beoi  aoen  to  tbe  cut- 
tody  of  the  Indiana,  although  ancb  negi^er 
horse  may  have  died  of  disease  the  sooMMiag 
day  after  he  was  so  seen,  would  fiuten  upM 
the  Indians  the  preamnption  of  thwr  destfW" 
tion  by  them,  and  the  obli^tii»  to  pay.   ll" 
Impossible  it  conld  have  entered  into  the  hcu 
of  the  oommisdoners,  or  the  Indiaiu,  al  Ha 


der  discussion  was  to  have  referwwe  taA 
without  re^rd  to  other  treaties  which  ufl 
been  made,  to  the  firat  utUement  of  the  coki'- 

Mr.  OwsH  B^d  it  waa  not  his  P""!"*" 
have  tijteu  part  in  tlue  disonasion;  nenV™ 
the  mere  question  of  dwm  was  he  ne*  ^^ 
posed  to  say  much.  Bnt,  in  the  oisCBsaiW 
points  had  been  raised,  on  which  he  bicm 
wished  moat  fhlly  to  rive  his  views.  »« "T 
fore  passiDg  to  tiie  oWeot  I  b*",. "*!?"'-,* 
view,  s^  fir.  0.,  I  wilt  notioe  the  dw«*  V* 
tion  now  before  tbe  committee;  and  Ut»JJ 
wbeUiar  "  ftirtiier  legislation  upon  thif  wW^ 
be  now  necessary,  ^ott"  »  tbe  elato^ 
Geor^  are  beUevod  to  be  valid,  ftrthar  »«=- 
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ktioD  »  oeoMnary ;  if  it  is  believed  (and  anoh 
■Hon  to  be  tbe  prentiliiig  opinioo  irom  the 
ntrait  of  the  debate)  that,  shonld  there  be  a 
wphi^  after  wtiti^iiig  tbe  oJaiina  of  Oeoraia, 
Ihu  tarploB  goes  to  the  Oreek  Indiana,  t£eD 
faither  legJalRtioii  is  neoeaurj ;  and  tbe  Ohair- 
au  of  lue  Committee  on  Indian  AStire  haa 
Mid  ID  afprt>pria&m  is  reqnisitfl :  this,  I 
HJT^  ia  u)  iwimiiwion  that  the  direct  qneation 
le&ra  us  miat  bo  dodded  in  the  affiiinatiTe. 
But,  as  I  design,  aa  iar  as  pnw)tioabl&  aroiding 
Iba  cronnds  jareviotiil/  ocoo^ed  in  the  debate, 
R  ttw  qaestuMi  of  ri^t  in  the  dtiiena  of  die 
Sue  of  Gooi^ia,  taj  mnarka  will  be  bat  few, 
ai  inteoded  mora  to  ahow  the  oommittee  tbe 

Cds  Ml  which  my  own  oonolnaiona  have 
anired  at,  than  with  a  view  to  conTinoe 
Ohen.  I  ahall  not,  therefore,  advert  at  aU  to 
tht  tnatiet  of  1790, 1796,  and  1803,  nor  to  aoy 
olivet  tlMui  the  treat/  of  1881,  enttred  into  at 
the  Ind^  SprinsH,  between  Qie  Greek  nation 
of  Indiana,  and  ibo  United  States,  with  the  s»- 
aent  of  tbe  State  of  Georpa.  What  were  the 
eooaidaralMWB  that  led  to  the  fiirmation  of  that 
tieatjt  Thoseof  tbe  United  Stat«  wera  to 
tTtiiwiriah  the  Tn*iiTi  title  to  ii*"^*  in  Georgia, 
cnparBoaaoeoftheoompMtttf  1808;  those  on 
tbe  part  ol  the  Indian  nation  wera  to  obtun  a 
nlnable  oonddenrtion  for  that  vbloh  waa  In 
tact  but  of  little  value  to  them,  to  gratify  the 
viabes  of  the  Government,  and  to  aatiBf;  the 
daimi  d  Geor^  The  item  In  the  treaty 
vtrioti  now  ohums  onr  attention  givea  plainly 
tbe  reaaons  that  inSnenoed  Georgia ;  they 
'ere,  to  obtain  fall  indemnity  for  loeue  long 
■nee  loftained  by  her  dtizens  by  Indian  ag- 
MUMiiima  To  oompaia  theae  enda,  the  Indiana, 
tar  nab  ocaisderationB  as  they  approved,  oeded 
milliMii  of  aoea  ot  land  to  Oovemnient,  and 
denaaded  fnll  and  final  rdeaae  from  Georaia 
br  atl  the  property  loat  4M-  daatroyed  anterior 
tol80S.  These  wera  ^ven.  The  United  States 
^tifn^mtMA  (hat,  for  thu  releases  ^  '"^  '^"^  ^*~ 
eeeding  two  boodred  and  fifty  thonaand  dollars 
•boBld  be  sat  avert,  whioh  waa  to  be  ^>plied 
mder  Uta  direcOim  of  the  PreddenL 

Here,  tben,  the  qneation  now  nnder  oonaider- 
■tioo,  fltobraoed  entirely  in  the  foortb  article  of 
the  trea^  of  1891,  presents  a  covenant,  to  the 
perfeotmc  of  which  tbe  assent  of  three  partiea 
waa  req[Uite^  each  aooompUahing  ita  respective 
otgeec  ^td  each  obtaicdng  its  doe  consideration 
thmte.  The  Indiana,  lor  their  eeonrilj,  re- 
jnired  and  obtained  a  fall  r«jease  fhnn  the 
BUU  of  Geofflja.  The  United  Btatae  Qovem- 
nak  Ibr  her  secnri^,  fixed  the  maximnm  of 
two  tanndred  and  fifty  thonaand  dollars,  b^ond 
*hkh  nunmt  Georgia  shonld  not  go.  Geor- 
PK  alone,  Is  Wt  indefinite  in  her  rights,  aqd 
with  00  seenriiy  fin-  foil  indemidtr  for  her  foil 
p^nqniahment.  Is  this  eonriatent  with  a  jnst 
sod  ratkMal  oonatmcHon  of  an  ina^ainent 
framed  on  (air  and  open  prindpleal  or,  rath- 
er, wontd  it  not  be  oonaidered  more  consistent 


Claim.  [H.  or  & 

ponnding  a  compact,  that,  when  a  fiill  and  am- 
ple relinqnishment  of  right  Is  demanded,  an 
eqnslly  fall  and  ample  oondderstion  be  given 
for  it)  This  wa»  evidently  the  intention  of 
the  contracting  pBrties  in  this  instance ;  bnt  by 
some  means,  in  carrying  this  inteniion  into 
effect,  indemnity  for  destroyed  property  is  not 
admitted.    If  tins  be  correct,  why  is  it  thon^t 


proper  to  require  that  Georgia  shonld  reUn- 
omsh  her  olum  for  "destroyed"  property! 
That  both  terms  were  naed  to  extend,  rUhes 
than  to  restaiot  the  rights  of  Georgia,  is  evi- 
dent to  my  mind ;  end  this  coudnrion  is  olesr- 
ly  sastoiued,  I  think,  when  it  is  rcoolleoted  that 
it  was  as  mnoh  a  matter  of  interest  to  the  In- 
dian nation  that  a  relinqaishment  for  destroyed 
firoperty  shonld  be  granted  by  Georgia,  as  for 
ost  property ;  becanse,  by  our  previons  trea- 
ties, property  "destroyed"  by  the  predatory 
incnraions  of  the  Indians,  presented  the  ssme 
gronnd  of  olaim  against  the  nation  as  for  prop- 
erty tsken  and  carried  away.  This  is  the  rea- 
son of  the  relinqnishment :  should  it  not  be 
oondnded,  then,  that  the  consideration  ahonld 
go,  pari  pattu,  with  itt  Nothing,  it  appears 
to  mc,  can  be  more  deer.  This  point  it  ia 
wholly  nseleia  for  me  to  pnrsne  farther,  after 
the  dile  eipontions  of  tne  gentleman  tnaa 
Geor^a,  (Ur.  Wilde,)  and  the  oondosive  and 
pecnharly  ^t  remarks  of  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  (lb.  Botbeblaiid,)  who  has  jost 
sddreMed  tbe  committee. 

Bnt  another  pontitm  is  taken  by  the  Obdr- 
man  of  tbe  Oommitte^  (Mr.  UcLuh,)  which, 
though  he  does  not  Ail^  give  his  assent  to,  yet 
dearly  leaves  the  imprenion  that  itis  not  marked 
for  his  oppodtion ;  sod  that  is,  that  the  Indiana 
are  entitled  to  the  snrpl&s  of  the  two  hondred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  after  the  satisbotion 
of  Georgia.  To  this  I  have  no  objection  to 
yield  him  my  assent;  if  the  snm  etipnlated 
formed  a  portion  of  the  consideration  for  the 
purchase  of  tbe  Indian  right  to  tbe  soil,  then  I 
wonld  say,  in  law  they  are  entitied  to  it,  if 
this  intention  b  not  AiUy  eecnred  by  tbe  tenna 
of  tbe  compact ;  bntthat  it  ia  evident  that,  with 
this  sorplns  added  to  the  sums  pdd  by  the 
United  States,  it  fdls  short  of  the  vdne  of  the 
aoqnidtion  from  the  Indiana,  I  wonld  any  that 
eqnit^  woold  apped  most  powerftilly  In  their 
behal£  Bnt  tbe  cbslrman's  position  is,  that  in 
this  matter  the  Indiana  have  their  righia;  and, 
without  their  vdoe  being  heard,  we  have  not 
thepower  to  take  steps  or  prescribe  measaree. 
Inifl  brings  ap  tbe  impcntant  and  nnsetlled 
prindple  of  the  powers  and  rights  pertaining, 
by  ^M  prisdples  ctf  onr  Government,  to  the 
Indian  tribes  within  tbe  limits  of  any  of  the 
States  of  this  Confederacy.  I  am  glad,  sir, 
that  this  qnestion  is  nused;  though  this  ia 
more  properly  a  qneation  of  claim  on  the  one 
lumd,  and  tbe  obUgatiou  of  Congress  to  allow 
it  on  the  other,  yet,  aa  it  is  prceented,  I  will 
meet  it.  Therefore  I  daim  the  fsrther  indnU 
gence  of  this  committee,  while  I  give  fnlljr 
mjr  views  npon  this  branch  of  tbe  question. 


dbyGoogle 


ABBIDOHGNT  OF    THE 


H.  w  B.]  GtoTfia 

Though  I  g^Tc  no  sanction  to  the  Idea  of  the 
oWgUorj  force  of  Indian  treaties,  tiiere  on 
■ome  here  who  respect  them,  utd  empbatioall? 
itfBi  to  them  all  the  force  of  the  moBt  grave 
national  oompoct  between  civilized  nationg. 
To  this  point,  therefore,  I  claim  ;oiir  iadnl- 
genoe ;  it  is  dne,  air,  becAOM,  each  has  b«en  the 
praotioe  of  this  OoTemmeDt  on  this  qaeation, 
bftsed  on  error,  aa  I  conoeire,  that  it  now  pre- 
sents the  most  difficult  and  intricate  qne^on 
that  now  cornea  before  Congress  ^  even  more 
oomplicated  than  our  whole  fabno  of  foreign 
relations,  and  more  difficnlt  of  control  than  anj 
other  of  onr  bome  affairH.  In  entering  upon 
the  examination  of  a  question  of  this  charac- 
ter, if  I  were  disposed,  I  oonld  not  restrain  the 
onrrent  of  thongnt  that  carries  me  to  the  con- 
templation of  the  nnmbar  and  condition  of  this 
people,  when  the  will  of  Divine  Providence 
gave  foothold  to  civilization  on  this  hemi- 
sphere. It  is  difficnlt  to  conceive  of  a  state  of 
S eater  independence  than  they  eigojed  ^  and 
ODgb  the  state  of  their  benighted  minds  pre- 
vented them  from  the  enjoyment  of  tiiat  hap- 
piness that  natnre's  bounty  presented,  yet  we 
know  Utat,  if  climate  the  most  benign,  and  soil 
of  the  most  fertile  character,  contd  render  sav- 

X  happiness  complete,  thoira  was  so — a  peo- 
whoee  nnmbers,  to  use  their  own  flgorative 
language,  were  eqnal  to  the  leaves  of  their  own 
Impenetrable  forests,  roaming  over  a  continent 
extending  throo^h  frigid,  temperate,  and  torrid 
Bones,  now  so  dimini&ed  that  tiie  limits  of  a 
ungle  oonntry,  nay,  town,  wonld  aSbrd  them 
ample  room  and  ample  sostenance.  Can  the 
tnqoiry  be  restrained,  how  these  things  ore? 
Whether  they  result  from  the  poUcy  of  tbe  civ- 
iUzed  Qovemments  which  have  controlled  their 
destiny ;  or  whether  they  be  from  the  high  and 
insorntable  sonrce  of  aU  good  and  all  power 
over  the  deeds  and  actions  of  men  I  Be  these 
things  as  they  may,  the  fact  is,  and  to  onr 
senses  it  bears  actoal  attestation,  that  their 
nambere  have  dwindled  to  nothing ;  and  though 
millions  have  been  expended  in  ameliorating 
their  condition,  by  the  introdnction  among 
them  of  the  arts  and  habits  of  civilized  life, 
yet,  if  possible,  they  are  leas  happy,  more 
wretchedly  poor,  and  eqoally  as  savage,  as  at 
the  day  of  the  landing  of  the  pilgiims,  now 
two  centuries  gone  by.  To  the  phUanthropist. 
these  considerations  are  fran^t  with  pain ;  and 
to  the  statesman,  whose  contemplations  are  di- 
rected to  improve  the  condition  and  promote 
the  happiness  of  his  fellow-beings,  there  is  but 
litUe  to  smooth  the  pillow  of  repose,  or  to 
sweeten  the  dranght  of  approbation,  presented 
by  the  consciousness  of  naving  deserved  it. 
To  trace,  however,  the  whole  trwn  of  public  or 
ptditical  aota,  intended  to  operato  upon  this 
people,  from  the  earliest  penod  of  onr  settle- 
ment among  them,  or  to  exemioe  the  vanoos 
ideas  of  what  was  considered  as  belongiug  to 
thdr  rights  and  privileges,  through  the  differ- 
•nt  ages  of  onr  people  to  the  present  day ;  to 
note  their  mutations  tot  oondemnation  or  wp- 


jl^ect  Ihave  in  view,  as  remarked  in  the  ont- 
set,  is,  to  trace  the  extent  of  the  power  of  the 
General  Government  over  this  peojJe;  to  tbit 
end,  considerable  detail  will  be  found  to  cum- 
ber my  remarks,  and  no  unfreqnent  refereDi:^ 
of  course,  to  early  docnments,  now  fonniog  ■ 
portion  of  the  oridiives  of  this  nation. 

Though  it  is  not  b  Uie  memory  of  any  mu 
that  now  lives,  yet  it  seems  green  to  the  ricoi- 
lection  of  ns  all,  so  minute  is  the  detail  of  his- 
tory— and  even  the  tales  told  by  trsditim  jet 
live  among  lu— how  our  forefathers  treated  Uu 
wild  savage  of  America  on  tiieir  fint  laading 
and  establishing  a  home  among  them,  tliU 
what  we  now  know  to  be  facts,  not  to  be  qnes- 
tioned  or  contested,  might,  in  other  tJnKS,  asT* 
been  cdnsidered  fables  created  by  tbe  iogm- 
ons,  or  the  fictions  of  fluioy.  Codd  it  be  cred- 
ited, in  times  long  snoe  gone  by,  that  the  vild, 
uncultivated  savages  of  the  desert,  among  wbom 
the  lights  of  science  and  oiviliiatioa  neTtr 
beamed,  at  their  first  interview  with  Giviliud 
man,  showed  an  innate  prineiple  of  ho^itaUl^i 
and  manifested  some  of  the  finer  tnuts  of  ib« 
human  heart,  which  have  wholly  <^ppured 
^oe  their  communion  and  constant  intsrconw 
with  the  learned,  powerfol,  and  virtnoos  lEnro- 

Sean,  for  more  than  two  centuries  I  H6v«rtb»- 
iss,  we  know  this  to  be  the  fact ;  and  Ihit  tb« 
mass  of  that  species  of  onr  being  has  oontinwd 
to  grow  worse;  and  that,  instead  of  ieamiago' 
US  our  virtues,  they  have  cultivated  onr  vica; 
and  that  the  means  are  most  imply  aficraH  V 
ourselves,  of  their  most  folly  giving  nnrWrslo, 
and  the  practice  of  alt  that  are  the  moat  debw- 
ing  and  abject  in  the  human  character.  _  It  >*| 
contideration  worthy  and  proper  to  be  iavwa- 
gatcd,  then,  in  whose  hands  are  pUeM  ^eir 
government  and  control ;  and,  if  we  find  tow 
lerly  plaoed,  to  see  if  they  be  not  mw 
ly  abused.  To  the  asoertainnient  of  iwj 
It,  I  will  recur  to  the  principles  of  tha  fc* 
iders  of  the  ancient  Eufjjiah  oolocias ;  iw 
Uiough  I  may  be  told  tiiat  tiiia  took  fi»e*^ 
days  of  religious  bigotry  and  enthnasso,  »» 
mode  Omnipotenoe  itself  partial,  and  "M^ 
unlnst,  I  thmk  something  miff  be  dra»n  ^ 
wfll  have  some  bearing  on  this  ooesliMi!  ■» 
to  say  that  what  was  done  in  the  dajs  "J*"" 
Uie  Second,  of  England,  was  the  result  of  W" 
beoility,  will  not  he  a  sufficient  refliUtion  " 
the  argument  I  claim  to  be  based  np«  '^ 
usagea  of  Uiat  day.  The  principle,  then,  I  p^ 
ame,  is  not  now  to  be  contested,  thrt,  M  »» 
discovery  of  this  continent,  »i^'*'J^ed 

Cpled  with  myriads  of  Indians,  it  ^'W  ™~" 
the  civiiiwd  power  making  such  oa^™>' 
by  the  right  of  discovery,  end  that  W"  " 
afterwards  snsttuned  at  Uie  point  of  "i8"{;^, 
net  i  and  according  to  the  P"°^'P  ^S.  conti- 
Oovemmenta  among  which  the  ''^-j^-jji 
nent,  north  and  south,  was  P»rti"one«i, J^ 
was  claimed,  and  that  right  was  not  <»w 
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fivoed  bj  power,  bnt  it  vaa  aotnoUj  Bsnctioned 
and  Hipported  b;  the  jtu  gentivm,  the  law  of 
nitioQi,  then  goTeraing  and  controUiug  the  cit- 
Sued  world ;  and,  in  the  seqnel,  thooKh  we 
etiini  to  have  advanoed  in  liberal  prinotpies  far 
bcfood  thoM  of  two  centuries  gone  by,  I  think 
I  will  be  able  to  show  that  sach  is  now  the 
code  of  moral  principle,  the  now  mttiooal  law, 
iriiich  eantrola  the  actions  of  nations  even  to 

Bj  recurring,  then,  to  oor  earliest  history, 
we  find  that,  thonsh  we  found  this  oantiiient 
peopled,  we  acnipled  not  to  take  lands,  on 
vliKh  we  fonndea  the  homea  that  now  extend 
through  and  oover  the  whole  of  our  limits. 
lite  modea  reeoTt«d  to,  to  prerent  embarrass- 
ment and  diffionlCj'  with  the  naUvea,  were  vari- 
ooa;  those  used  bj  the  Crowns  were  bribes 
and  intimidations — those  used  by  the  individa- 
als,  were  frands  and  presents.  I  use  these 
tenna  intentionallj,  becaose  these  are  the  terms 
BOW  10  far'''"'^''  in  oanvassing  this  subject  at 
ttus  day ;  and  although,  in  the  history  of  the 
times  to  whieh  we  have  to  reonr,  these  terms 
are  not  nsed,  yet  it  is  quite  easy  to  perceive 
that  what  waa  then  done  was  quite  li^e  unto 
vbat  is  d«ie  now.  So  early  as  the  ;esr  16S&, 
w«  find  that  actoal  diffionlties  had  taken  place 
b^ween  individnala  and  the  natives,  by  reason 
of  purehaaea  made  of  Indians  of  the  same  lands 
by  different  persons. 

The  fact  of  a  controversy  of  this  character 
proTce  that  individosla  possessed  the  power  and 
ri^it  to  make  each  purchases  as  they  might 
tmnk  proper.  If,  however,  other  proof  is  re- 
qtiired,  we  have  it  by  reonrring  to  the  procla- 
matiiMi  o(  October  7,  17S8,  in  which  this  right 
ia  eipTcasly  recognized  as  having  formerly  ez- 
Iricd,  bot  firom  tnat  date  to  be  abn^ated,  and 
retsiMd  to  the  Crown.  Before  farUiBr  refer- 
moe  to  this  proclamation,  I  will  remark  that 
tbe  priiMHples  therein  developed,  be  they  what 
they  may,  are  not  from  the  fanaticism  of 
Jmnet,  but  from  the  more  able  and  more  im- 
poring  House  of  Bmnswiok.  As  above  re- 
marked, I  will  here  observe,  that  the  acqaisi- 
tion  of  Indian  territory,  from  the  days  of  the 
la&ding  of  oar  fathers  at  Jamestown  or  PI7- 
Bontli,  np  to  the  date  of  this  pmcUmation,  b«- 
Imiged  ezdoMvely  to  individuals  of  the  difier- 
ait  aettlenieDtS  or  colonies,  or  to  Governors,  or 
Other  Auetionariea ;  and  as  all  the  land  was 
esUed  aod  admitted  to  be  crown  lands  so  soon 
IS  reduced  to  the  possession  of  a  white  man, 
DO  matter  bj  wbat  means,  the  charge  of  quit- 
Rnt  accroed,  and  the  same  charges  fall  being 
my  limited)  in  fiivor  of  the  Crown,  ttiat  were 
letwUy  exacted,  when  the  mode  of  acquiring 
posHMMi  of  Indian  lands  waa  changed  by  the 
proBlimatitMi  of  176S. 

Oae  oonsideration  must  not  be  here  omitted, 
ml  thmJL  ia,  the  reason  assigned  for  can»nx  this 
Auge  in  the  mode  of  aoqniring  Indian  lands. 
Id  u  the  eFidence  I  have  been  able  to  collect, 
it  k  ftat^d  to  result  from  the  evil  practices  of 
th  Indiuifl    in  selling,  more  than  once,  the 
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same  lands ;  and  to  prevent  the  contests  that 
neoessaril;  followed  such  transactions,  it  waa 
proper  that  greater  publicity  and  formality 
should  attend  such  purchases. 

In  an  early  history  of  New  York,  this  lan- 
guage is  used :  "  The  strength  and  niimben  of 
Uie  natives  rendered  it  necessary  to  purchase 
their  rights ;  and  to  prevent  their  freqnent  sell- 
ing the  same  tract,  it  was  expedient  that  the 
bargain  should  be  attended  with  some  consid- 
erable solemnity."  So  early,  therefore,  aa 
16S6,  the  Oovemor  of  that  province  interdict- 
ed iadividnal  pnTcbases,  and,  with  but  little  in- 
terruption, this  practice  continued  until  the 
enforcement  of  the  king's  proclamation  in  1788. 
From  thisj  I  dedre  that  it  shonld  be  kept  in 
mind  that,  in  the  formation  of  onr  colonial 
Oovemmente,  under  the  British  Grown,  the 
right  first  existed  in  the  people,  in  their  indi- 
vidual oapadty,  of  purchasing  Indian  rights ; 
after,  because  it  was  found  the  more  expedient, 
the  power  of  purchasing  these  rights  was 
cltumed  and  controlled  by  the  Orown  itseld 
Hence  the  origin  of  treaty-making ;  thonah  it 
most  here  be  remarked,  that  the  same  solem- 
nity of  ratification  was  not  deemed  neoesssTy 
as  attended  these  acts  with  nations  of  the  Old 
World,  or  at  least  snch  point  is  not  affirmative- 
ly snsttuued  by  British  history. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  notice  more  partica- 
larly  King  George's  proclamation  in  1763.  The 
whole  clause  on  this  point  I  will  here  intro- 
dnce :  "  And  whereas  great  frauds  and  abuses 
have  been  oommitted  in  purchasing  lands  of 
the  Indians,  to  the  great  pr^odioe  of  our  inter- 
est!^ and  to  the  great  dis^itisfaction  of  the  said 
Indians ;  in  order,  therefore,  to  prevent  such 
irregolarities  for  the  fntnre,  and  to  the  end  that 
the  Indians  may  be  convinced  of  onr  justice 
and  determined  resolution  to  remove  all  rev 
sonable  cause  of  discontent,  we  do,  with  the 
advice  of  our  privy  conncil,  stricfly  enjoin  and 

3 aire,  that  no  private  person  do  presume  to 
ke  any  purchase  from  the  said  Indians,  of 
any  land  reserved  to  the  sdd  Indians  within 
those  parts  of  our  colonies  where  we  have 
thought  proper  to  allow  setUement ;  but  that 
if,  at  any  time,  any  of  the  said  Indians  should 
be  inclined  to  dispose  of  the  said  lands,  the 
same  shall  be  purchased  only  for  ns,  and  in  our 
name,  at  some  public  meeting  or  assembly  of 
the  said  Indians,  to  be  held  for  that  {purpose  by 
the  Governor  or  Commander-in-Chief  of  onr 
coloniei  respectively,  within  which  they  shall 
lie ;  and  in  case  they  shall  lie  within  the  limits 
of  any  proprietaries,  conformable  to  such  di- 
rections and  instructions  as  we  or  they  shall 
think  proper  to  give  for  that  purpose."  This 
is  in  language  that  cannot  be  misunderstood. 
No  comment,  therefore,  is  necessary.  But  a 
single  point  will  here  be  noticed,  therefore; 
that  is,  the  language  used  in  designating  the 
lands  ludividuals  were  prohibited  from  pur- 
chasing: "Ko  private  person  do  presome  to 
make  any  purchase  from  the  said  Indians,  of 
any  land  reserved  to  the  sud  Indians."    Land 
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reserred  to  tbe  Bsid  Indiani.  B7  whom  n- 
serredt  67  the  power  tliu  dumed  the  whole 
■oil—the  Britiah  Grown.     If;  ftt  thia  dm^,  B 

Srior  right  was  acknowledged  to  have  existed 
1  the  Indians,  it  needed  no  reeerration  on  the 
part  of  the  Grown  to  give  title  to  the  lands  01 
which  the;  were  fonnd,  when  the  lands  them- 
aelvea  were  fonnd.  But  I  need  not  waste  time 
in  the  discussion  of  a  qnestion  so  Bbnndftntl^ 
snstained  hj  the  snthora  on  National  Law  tat 
all  civilized  nationa.  and  hy  snch  nations  so  nn- 
deviating! J- pa  rmed  in  practice,  as  the  oondnot 
toward,  and  the  right  belonging  to,  a  eavage 
people,  inhabiting  a  portion  of  the  eajlh  newly 
diBcoTered  by  a  civilized  nation.  Nor  need  I 
here  recnr  to  the  great  principle  emanating 
from  Divine  wisdom  and  goodness,  that  gave 
this  globe  to  man,  that  the  earth  ahonld,  by  his 
powen  and  intelligence,  be  replenished  and 
flnbdaed.  Nor  is  it  necessary  to  create  and 
discnsa  abstract  qnestions,  now  easy  of  solu- 
tion, but  which,  in  times  only  a  few  centuries 
past,  afforded  difGcnltiea  insnnnonntahle  to  the 
most  learned  and  able  statesman,  as  well  aa 
the  most  Intelligent  and  pious  philanthropist. 
Whether  onr  forefathers,  by  the  law  of  man  or 
Ood,  oonld  claim  the  soil  of  the  American  oon- 
tlnent;  or  not,  is  not  now  material  to  onr  pur- 
pose. It  is  enough  for  ns  that  they  dia  ao 
daim  it;  and  that,  whatever  rights  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  natives,  were  the  resalt  of  policy 
or  clemency.  Nor  shall  I  inqnire  how  fiir  the 
tme  Christian  fdth,  and  the  refined  philosophy 
of  onr  day,  will  canse  ua  to  execrate  the  deeda 
of  those  who  braved  the  ocean's  tempest  en- 
dnred  the  orivations,  nay,  the  famine  of  an 
nnonltivatea  wilderness,  and  resisted  with  snc- 
oess  the  nnhridled  Airy  of  a  savage  people,  to 
lay  the  foundation  of  an  empire  now  among 
the  (iret  on  the  earth ;  to  its  people  extending 
greater  blessings  than  any  other;  and  oontrib- 
nting  so  large  a  portion  to  the  stock  of  intetli- 
genoe  and  to  the  store  of  hnroan  comfort, 
through  the  whole  world,  as  the  present  Qov- 
emment  of  the  United  States  does.  The  re- 
flection, however,  cannot  be  restrained,  that.  If 
these  tblngs  have  been  in  violation  of  the 
righto  of  one  portion  of  the  human  species  by 
another,  and  that,  too,  without  the  sanction  of 
Divine  law,  where  were  tiie  never-deeping 

Kwera  of  an  all-righteoos  and  controUing 
iwer,  that  the  fnul  barks  that  first  hor«  civil- 
ization to  this  shore  were  not  overwhelmed  in 
the  vasty  deep  I  If  the  days  of  revealing  the 
Divine  will  to  man  had  not  long  since  gone  by, 
I  wonld  not  deem  it  fmpiona  to  say,  that, 
throngh  the  whole  progress,  from  the  ohime- 
ras,  then  called,  of  Colnmbns,  throngh  the 
whole  train  of  appalling  events  of  discovery 
voyages,  and  planting  first  settlements,  down 
to  the  final  overthrow  of  British  mie  in  this 
Confederacy,  tiie  will  and  decree  of  unerring 
Providence  is  too  palpably  indicated  to  admit 
of  donbL  Aa  these  conclusions  come  from 
•ober  refiection,  in  aid  of  those  deduced  from 
the  governmental  decrees  of  the  day,  it  may 
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not  be  amiae  to-inqnire  what  oode  of  moral  or 
reli^ouB  law  is  at  variance  with  them.    Ily  re- 
search enables  me  to  find  nothing  adverse  to 
my  purpose,  from  which  I  nmst  be  pardrawd 
for  having  in  some  degree  digressed.    To  re- 
turn :  my  object  is  to  asoertain  in  what  tribn- 
nal  was  vest«d  the  power  to  pnrchase  lands,  or 
make  oompaots  witn  the  IndUma,  prior  to  tie 
independenee  of  these  States.    And  I  think  it 
is  shown  that  a  power,  originsUy  vesM  in 
eveiT  snlffeot  of  the  British  Crown,  pamd 
from  the  SDlffect  to  the  Orown  itself;  and  tbs 
adminiBtering  of  that  jmwer  was  confided  to 
the  Governors  or  supenntendenta  of  the  diffif- 
ent  colonies.    It  is  not  necessair  hen  to  recor 
to  the  various  instances  and  modes  of  the  eitr 
cise  of  this  power.     The  history  of  the  time  i> 
replete  with  examples  well  nigh  to  the  seqii- 
aition  of  every  separate  colony ;  and,  altbongli 
the  practice  attendant  on  the  traalj-making  of 
the  present  day  reoeiree  no  such  general  coe- 
demnation  trvm  some  quarters,  yet  impartitl 
examination  enables  na  to  disoover  quite  clear- 
ly that  the  ceremony  and  circumstances  attend- 
ing the  land-purohadng  of  onr  pious  fotlien, 
by  the  pil^ms,  and  by  Fenn  himself  are  not 
only  now  imiteted,  but  the  very  practices  UNd, 
and  the  vet7  condderations  given,  to  indoM 
compliance  on  the  Indians'  part,  are  still  most 
anbetantially  and  minutely  resorted  to,  in  no 
material  degree  varying  in  otmseqnenee  of  tlis 
change  of  the  condition  of  the  two  pecpie. 
We  were  then  weak,  and  they  were  atKfflii 
pohcy  was  the  basis  of  our  fathers'  system; 
we  are  now  strong,  and  they  are  weak,  ini 
what  was  formerly  done  from  ptdioy,  we  now 
do  from  hnmaoity,  or  even  fiwn  charity.   The 
qnestion  here  inevitably  presents  ilcel^  Wlitn 
is  now  the  power  vested  t     That  we  lew 
already  traced  to  have  been  in  tiie  Biiti* 
Crown  anterior  to  the  revolution.    Ko  qwe- 
tion  can  arise  upon  the  assomption,  or  rstw 
the  assertion,  of  the  fact,  that,  upon  lb«  w- 
knowledgment  of  the   independence  rf  *" 
Stetes   by  the   British   Ooveminent,  all  I" 
power  passed  from  the  Crown  te  the  ^*^ 
respectively,  prior  to  the  Confederation.    "^ 
thia  power  belonged  to  the  diSbrenl  8tit* 
It  is  onr  purpose  now  to  examine  what  bu 
been  done  by  the  act  of  the  OonfederitiMi-  " 
is  not  amiss  here  to  refer  somewhat  nunoUf 
to  the  history  of  the  times  that  led  to  the  •»■ 
elation  of  several  independent  Goveraniail'- 
Many  of  onr  day  know,  of  their  own  iiio»l- 
edge,  and  all  of  na  know  fhon  the  tr»diIioM« 
our  fathers,  or  the  records  of  the  dV.,.^^* 
portion  of  the  subjects  of  the  Britirfi  Oro^ 
mhabiting  colonies  under  the  royal  pMW 
were  driven  to  demand  those  rights  *m™^ 
longed  to  British  subjects,  but  were  w"**^ 
by  tyranny  and  abuse  of  power,    '^''f^ 
were  unheeded,  untU  they  were  surtiinrt  W 
force.    The  bloody  contest  ensued,  *''™T 
suited  in  Amorioan  independence ;  and,  a«  wju 
colony  had  been  aggrieved,  each  oolony  mw» 
reeistanoe,  and  made  oranmon  cause.  u> 
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alfiuiMi,  of  coOTM,  loasM  had  been  Bnstained  in 
aomiDMi,  and  obUgadMU  m  oommon  had  also 
been  ct«ated.  After  tiie  oonuoenoement  of  ez- 
•cewng  independent  GoTemmenti,  diffioomes 
imumierabto  and  graat  ww»  preieated  in  devis- 
-     '        1   lai 


«arii«it  dawning  cS  hamaa  intellect  here  pre- 
BBDled  itselt  Avodation  had  been  fonnd  n&- 
oeaaarr  to  snooeas  in  war :  anociation  was  con- 
■derad  the  only  meana  of  nutiUning  present 
peace,  and  lecnring  fatnr*  indepeodeaoe ; 
tberafbn  tb«  OonfMenej  wan  formed  :  and  it 
nmat  be  k^t  in  mind,  that,  as  redatanoe  to  a 
aomaion  enemy  had  fint  o^ed  the  principle! 
of  eonfederaoj  into  action,  so,  to  resist  oom- 
BMo  evila,  were  these  piinoiplea  again  to  be  re- 
BMted  to :  for,  let  it  be  remembwed,  that,  fbr 
the  purposes  of  internal  ^Temment,  the  State 
Govcniments  were  found  fully  adequate  for 
their  interoonne  with  each  other ;  and,  for  the 
ngslation  of  external  or  foreign  coooems,  was 
tha  Coofederaej  resorted  to.  In  the  perform' 
■aoe  of  this  stnpendoaa  work  were  developed 
the  tait  powers  of  the  mind«  of  those  sages 
vbo  gave  birth  to  the  tnEtnunent  which  wM 
the  hmm  on  which  rested  the  piinciplee  of  onr 
eompaet.  It  was  not  the  task  of  men,  forming 
a  soeie^  for  mntnal  protection  and  mntnal  de- 
fraoe ;  it  was  the  act  of  QoTemmenta,  of  na- 
tima,  forming  a  society  for  mntnal  advantage ; 
and  the  difBoolt  task  of  tracing  the  iioe  which 
was  to  diattof^iush  the  rights  ^  each  &'om  the 
Hf^ts  of  the  whole,  was  entered  upon  without 
a  preeedsnt  to  guide — the  whole  dviljzed  world 
oppniDg  many  inatanoes  adverse,  and  the  na- 
tKn  that  we  had  rerasted,  powerfol  in  means, 
and  deep  in  Intrigae^  using  all  schemes  U>  de- 
fiat  it  Thns  enterad  our  fathers  npon  this 
wo^  witb  giant  raioda  and  patriot  sonla ;  nn* 
der  ue  gna^iaiuhip  of  Heaven,  the  work  was 
done — aa  ark  of  fntore  safety  to  oorsdree,  a 
Mamlding-block  to  onr  enemiea,  and  l^e  admi- 
nti<m  of  all  fntare  generations. 

hi  the  examinaUon  of  that  instmment  which 
b  called  the  Articles  of  Oonfederation,  we  find 
that,  amwu;  other  things,  it  is  resolved,  that 
(Art,  S]  "  No  State,  withont  the  consent  of  the 
United  States  in  Congress  assembled,  shall  send 
■a;  (fobassy  to,  or  receive  any  embas^  from, 
or  enter  into  any  ooofsrenoes  agreement,  alU- 
nee,  or  treaty,  with  any  Klo^,  Pruice,  or 
State ;  nor  shall  any  person,  holding  any  office 
of  iffofit  or  tmat  nnder  the  UnltM  Sttrtea,  or 
■ay  one  of  them,  aoeept  of  any  present,  emoln- 
ment,  office,  or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever, 
from  any  King,  Prince,  or  foreign  State ;  nor 
riufl  the  UnitM  States  in  Ooagress  assembled, 
tr  Mij  one  of  them,  grant  any  title  of  no- 
MEty." 

Under  tbe  ^weeding,  what  is  to  be  dednoedl 
It  is  commonly  said,  that  this  first  took  frton 
tha  Statea  tbe  power  and  right  of  holding  trea- 
IK^  and  veatod  it  aidely  in  Oongreaa.    ThUia, 


granted ;  but  it  is  contended,  at  the  same  tim& 
that  th^  olanse  has  no  reference  to  "  Kings," 
"Princes,"  or  "States,"  within  the  States  of 
the  Oonfederacy,  but  to  "Ein^"  "Princes," 
and  "States,"  foreign  from  onr  territorial  lim- 
its, and  not  within  the  control  and  operation  of 
onr  laws.  The  term  treaty  is  well  known  to 
all  civilized  nations,  and  carries  with  it  ideas 
well  nuderstood ;  it  is  the  highest  ^rade  of  ez- 
erciung  power  that  belongs  to  mdependent 
sovereign  Oovernmente.  A  mere  compact  be- 
tween a  Government  and  any  of  ita  own  suti- 
JeotB  is  not  a  treaty ;  it  mmt  be  a  compact  en- 
tered into  by  sovereign  powers,  competent  to 
act,  tree  from,  and  independent  of,  the  control 
of  each  other.  If  I  am  correct  in  this  pou- 
tlon,  and  that  I  am  (if  it  were  possible  todonbt 
even)  I  oonld  adduce  conclusive  authority, 
there  is  no  farther  need  to  investigate  this  del- 
egation of  power,  this  declaration  of  right; 
and  as  it  never  has  been  contended  that  our 
Federal  Government  possess^  any  innate 
rights,  or  any  powers  derived  a  juro  dinino, 
but,  on  the  contrary,  ever  admitted,  and  most 
correctly  too,  that  all  the  powers  and  rights  of 
the  National  Government  were  granted  or  c»n- 
oeded  to  it  from  other  Qovemments,  and  from 
the  people  themselves,  to  some  other  conces- 
sion or  grant  of  power  we  must  look,  then,  to 
sustain  the  position  that  this  power  of  treaty- 
making  with  Indian  tribes  belongs  to  the  Gen- 
eral GovemmeoL  In  continuing  our  ezamina- 
tion  of  the  same  instrument,  (the  articles  of 
the  old  Confederacy,)  we  find,  in  article  9,  tbe 
following  additdonal  delegation  of  powers  to 
Congress :  "  The  United  States  in  Gongress  aa- 
sembled  shall  have  tbe  sole  and  ezduaive 
power  and  right  of  regulating  the  allo^  and 
valne  of  coin  struck  by  their  own  aathoritf,  or 
by  that  of  the  respective  States  \  fixing  the 
standard  of  weights  and  measures,  thronghont 
the  United  States ;  regulating  the  trade,  and 
mana^g  all  afiUra,  with  Indians,  not  mem- 
bers of  any  of  the  States ;  provided  that  the 
legmlative  right  of  any  SlAte,  within  its  own 
limits,  be  not  infringed  or  violated ;  establish- 
ing and  regulating  Post-offices,"  &o.  Need  I 
comment  on  the  principles  developed  in  this 
clause  of  the  charter  of  the  National  Govern- 
ment? Upon  the  subject  under  diaousuon, 
there  is  no  room  for  doubt — there  is  no  room 
for  qoibbliog  even :  the  full  and  ample  power 
of  regolating  the  trade  with  tbe  Indiana,  and 
managing  ul  their  aSUra,  is  most  undoubtedly 
given:  but  the  trade  and  aSsira  of  what  In- 
dians t  No  room  to  cavil  here  is  left :  they  are 
Indiana,  not  members  of  any  of  the  fitatea. 
And  leet  some  donbt  should  here  arise,  the  ex- 
planatory proviso  is  added,  "  that  the  legisla- 
tive right  of  any  State,  within  its  own  limiti^ 
be  not  infiinged  or  violated."  But  a  sin^e 
moment's  examination  is  here  necessary  before 
we  proceed,  I  think  I  may  call  it  adventure,  in 
search  of  the  power  claimed  and  exercised  by 
the  National  Qovemment. 
It  is  contended  that  this  clKue,  at  the  ume 
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time  thftt  it  grants  the  power  of  regulating  the 
laditn  aff^r^  expreasi;  confines  nnd  limitS  the 
exercise  of  tnst  power  exclnaivel?  to  Indians 
not  within  the  hmita  of  any  Btate;  or  else, 
why  oontradistingnish  any  portion  of  Indians 
by  tlie  temts  "  not  being  membera  of  any  of 
the  Btatest"  It  is  dear  to  my  mind,  that  it 
was  not  only  the  intention,  bnt  that  that  inten- 
tion is  most  ftdly  developed^  that  the  power  of 
r^nlating  Indiui  trade,  and  managing  Indian 
afiaira,  out  of  the  Jurisdictional  limits  of  any 
of  the  States,  was  most  fhlly  and  exdnsively 
^ven  to  the  Confederacy ;  but  that  this  power 
should  not  be  oonferred  over  Indians  within 
any  State,  ncless  sanctioned  by  the  legislatiTe 
authority  of  such  State.  If  tliis  be  not  the 
proper  and  strictly  legal  construction  of  the 
whole  danse,  I  am  at  some  loss  to  know  what 
effect  to  give  to  the  proviso.  Without  this  pro- 
viso, no  matter  what  might  have  been  the  cir- 
oomstances  of  any  State,  within  whose  limits 
Uiere  were  Indians,  there  could  not  be  any  in- 
terference on  the  part  of  the  Confederaoj  with- 
out the  direction  and  assent  of  at  least  nine  of 
the  States ;  the  time  taken  in  the  procnrement 
of  flacb  assent  might  have  been  attended  with 
Important  conseqnences.  To  my  mind,  there- 
ton,  it  appears  quite  clear,  that,  at  the  same 
time  tliat  unlimited  control  was  given  over  In- 
dians ont  of  the  States,  there  should  be  a  lim- 
ited control  over  Indians  within  the  States; 
preserving,  however,  the  fall  and  ample  legis- 
lative Jurisdiction  and  power  within  tne  limits 
of  each  and  any  State.  It  is,  therefore,  evi- 
dent that,  so  for,  we  have  not  traced  the  in- 
vestment of  this  power  in  Oongrass ;  bnt,  if 
our  former  position  was  correct,  that  the  whole 
power  of  the  British  Grown  passed  to  the 
States,  respectively,  ve  contendj  that,  as  I 
have  shown  yon,  this  power  of  purchasing 
lands  and  regulating  Indian  concerns,  belonged 
to  the  Orown,  and  that  it  passed  tcoai  thence 
into  each  of  the  States ;  and,  inasmuoh  as  all 
power  which  belongs  to  the  National  Qovem- 
meut  springs  from  grants  and  concessions  made 
by  these  States,  and  as  it  cannot  be  shown 
that,  by  the  ai^ides  of  confederation,  this 
power  was  not  granted  or  conceded,  but,  on 
the  contrary,  expressly  retained  to  each  State 
of  which  Indians  were  members,  I  must  main- 
tain the  ground  that  prior,  and  subsequent  to, 
the  Confederation,  the  power  of  regulating  In- 
dian afiiurs.  and  purchasing  Indian  lands,  be- 
lonf^  exclnnvely,  to  the  State  within  whose 
limits  Indians  were. 

The  next  step,  in  the  investigation  c^  this 
eultjeot,  I  propose  to  take,  is  the  examination 
of  the  different  surrenders  of  the  waste  lands, 
by  the  different  States,  to  the  General  Govern- 
ment; and  to  see  if  any  power  was  conveyed 
or  relinquished  to  the  National  Government, 
which  impaired  or  lessened  the  powers  retained 
to  tlie  States.  I  have  before  observed,  that,  in 
the  common  cause  against  the  common  enemy, 
obligatioDS  were  created,  which,  upon  the  e»- 
lAMUhmant.  of  peftoe,  It  WW  nmvenaUy  oon- 


oeded  should  be  borne  in  common.  As  this 
led  to  the  formation  of  a  National  Oovenunent, 
to  regxilate  commerce,  and  to  secura  the  collec- 
tion of  customs  in  ud  of  the  revenne,  policj 
dictated  a  surrender  of  property  which,  tbooKb 
darned  by  a  few,  had  been  protectsd  and  aa- 
fended  by  the  whole.  We  aee  the  Btat«  of 
Vir^nia,  with  a  magnanimity  only  equalled  by 
her  own  patriotism  making  the  gruteet  sacxifioe 
upon  this  altar  of  her  common  coontry — ber 


tory — reserving  to  her  own  State  troopa  tbe 
pledges  already  made  in  these  land^  the  wbole 
beside  was  fredy  given — embracing,  now,  the 
States  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois.  North 
Carolina  surrendered  the  Slate  of  TennesBee 
upon  like  condition.  To  prevent  future  embar- 
rassment, each  State  that  set  up  any  dum  to 
any  of  those  waste  lands  made  a  rdinqnieh- 
ment  to  the  United  States.  Afterwards  Geor- 
gia sold  her  claim,  from  the  Ohatahoochie  to 
Uie  Mississippi  River. 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  examination  of 
some  of  the  conditions  of  those  grants ;  and 
the  first  I  shall  notice  is  that  of  tbe  great  Stato 
of  New  York.  Her  oeasioD  was  aeoepted  in 
1781 ;  and,  after  reciting  the  principiee  and 
policy  which  induced  the  surrender  on  her 
part,  which  were  wholly  to  prmnote  the  gene- 
ral interest,  tbe  foUowing  ara  the  nuUn  condi- 
tions on  her  part  exacted.  After  defining  bOT 
limits,  it  follows;  "And  we  do,  by  these 
presents,  in  the  name  of  the  people,  and  for 
and  in  behalf  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and 
by  virtue  of  the  power  and  trust  committed  to 
us  by  the  aiud  act  and  commission,  cede,  trans- 
fer, and  forever  relinquish,  to  and  for  the  only 
use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  States  as  are,  or 
shall  beoome,  parties  to  the  Articles  of  Oon- 
federation,  a!)  the  right,  title,  interest,  jorisdio- 
•i'-n,  and  claim,  of  ^e  s^d  State  of  New  York. 
all  lands  and  territories  to  the  northwara 
and  westward  of  tbe  bonndariea  to  which  the 
sud  6tat«  is  in  manner  aforeswd  limited  and 
restricted ;  and  to  I>e  granted,  disposed  o(  and 
appropriated,  in  sueh  manner  only  as  the  Ooa- 
gress  of  tbe  United  or  Confederated  States 
shall  order  and  direct."  The  terms  of  this  ces- 
sion ara  clear  and  intelligible ;  the  whole  title 
and  Jurisdiction  to  all  lands  presumed  to  be 
witbm  her  charter,  beyond  tne  western  and 
northern  limits,  then  defined  and  established, 
ftilly  and  completely  conveyed  to,  and  t   " 


ed  in,  the  Oonaress  of  the  United  or  Confeder- 
ated States,  to  ce  by  said  Congreaa  dii^oeed  of 
for  the  l>enefit  of  the  whole  of  aucih  States,  and 


such  alone  as  became,  or  were,  of  the  Otmfed- 
erocy.  Here  it  is  evident  that  all  the  power 
and  right  that  formerly  pertained  to  New  York 
over  this  whole  territory,  and,  of  course,  all 
who  dwelt  thereon,  is  transf^rr^  and  conveytd 
to  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Bnt 
this  transfer,  it  is  evident,  only  extends  to  tbs 
territory  snrrendered ;  nothing  of  her  right  and 
JnriBdicticai  to  that  portioii  retained,  and  ooo- 
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■titcting  the  State,  u  at  all  impaired ;  bat,  on 
the  contrary,  the  Tery  act  of  snrrender  and  ac- 
oeptance  eatabliahes  them  beyond  qnestioD. 
New  Tork,  then,  by  her  BuiTender  of  vacant 
territory,  lost  no  power  or  right  over  bar  own 
EOil  and  the  people  thereon.  11^  therefore,  that 
Stale  hu  lost  any  thing  of  her  full  and  com- 
plete iovereignty,  it  is  to  be  found  in  the  Arti- 
cles of  Confederation  alone,  np  to  tlie  period 
we  are  now  investisating. 

The  next  I  Bhall  proceed  to  is  the  State  of 
TitginU:  Her  MHsion  was  made  in  1761.  I 
«ill  heie  give  the  language  by  wbioh  the  pow- 
aa  vested  in  her  delegates  were  granted,  viz. : 
"To  convey,  truisfer,  assign,  and  make  over, 
onto  the  United  States  in  Oongress  assembled, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  said  States,  all  rights  title, 
lod  eisim,  «a  well  of  soil  as  jurisdiction,  which 
this  Commonwealth  bath  to  the  territory  or 
bict  of  oonntiy  within  the  limits  of  the  Vir- 
ginia charter,  situate,  lying,  and  bung  to  the 
itorthwest  of  the  liver  Ohio ;  mbjeot  to  the  terms 
isd  aooditions  oontuned  in  the  before  recited 
Kt  of  OoDgreaa  of  the  13th  day  of  September 
bsti  that  is  to  say,  upon  condition  that  the 
territory  so  ceded  shall  be  laid  ont  and  formed 
intoStMes,  containing  a  suitable  extent  of  ter- 
ritory, not  less  than  one  hundred,  nor  more 
thia  one  hondred  and  fifty  miles  square,  or  as 
near  thereto  as  (urcnmstances  will  admit ;  and 
that  the  States  ao  fbrmed,  shall  be  distinct  Re- 
publican States,  and  admitted  members  of  the 
Ftdo^  Dnion,  having  the  tame  rights  of  sov- 
treignty,  freedom,  and  independence,  as  the 
other  States."  Then  follow  sundry  conditions ; 
eipoues  for  defending  the  surrendered  terri 
tory,  confirmations  of  the  lands  claimed  and 
Mtled  by  the  Freneb,  a  special  grant  to  Clarke's 
Tegiment  and  military  reservations,  and  con- 
istaim:  "  That  all  the  lands  within  the  terri- 
tory M  ceded  to  the  United  States,  and  not  re- 
Mr>«d  for,  or  appropriated  to,  any  of  the  be- 
fors  mentioned  pnrposes,  or  disposed  of  In 
bonaties  to  the  officers  and  solaiers  of  the 
American  army,  shall  be  considered  a  conunon 
tnnd,  for  the  nee  and  benefit  of  such  of  the 
United  Statea,  as  have  become,  or  shall  become, 
MBlMts  of  the  Confederation  or  Federal  Al- 
liueeoflhe  said  States,  Virginia  inclusive,  ae- 
MnUog  to  their  usnal  respective  proportions  in 
tlu  graeral  charge  and  expenditnre,  and  shall 
be  faiihfolly  and  hcna  fiU  disposed  of  for  that 
P<"PMe,  and  for  no  other  nse  or  pnrpose  what- 

•OOTOT." 

Afterwards,  in  1786,  the  reservation  in  re- 
•P«ct  to  the  limits  of  the  States  to  be  formed 
"rfttio  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio,  was  re- 
fxBaeiided  for  alteration  by  Congress,  and  ao- 
wW  to,  in  1788,  by  Virginia.  This,  then, 
<^«Wilotei  the  whole  of  the  surrender  of  Vir- 
ginia, embracing,  in  full  uid  clear  terms,  the 
wmiry  surrendered,  the  extent  of  the  snrren- 
oer,  ind  the  pnrposea  of  that  snrrender.  The 
MoMry  sarrendcired,  now  composes  the  States 
<H  Ohio,  Iii^ana,  and  Illinois ;  and  the  pur- 
poses of  the  surreDder  were  for  the  benefit  (rf 


the  whole  Federal  Alliance ;  the  extent  of  the 
surrender  covered  the  whole  nnqipropriated 
soil  and  the  entjre  ^uriadiction^  vestmg,  of 
course,  all  the  right  Viiginia  had  m  the  Mil,  in 
the  United  Stat«B,  and  transferring  all  herjnns- 
diction,  Indirect  and  collateral,  to  the  United 
States.  Here,  as  in  the  State  of  New  York,  no 
ri^ht  or  jnrisdiction  to  the  retuned  limita  of 
Virginia  is  impaired,  or  in  any  manner  trans- 
ferred ;  the  whole  transfer  is  confined  to,  and 
limited  by,  the  territory  surrendered.  In  the 
case  of  Virginia  an  important  condition  is  an- 
nexed to  the  transfer,  and  that  is,  that,  of  tliB 
territory  surrendered,  a  oertwn  number  of 
States  shonld  be  formed,  which  States  should 
be  "  distinct  republican  States,  and  admitted 
memi>ers  of  the  Federal  Unions  having  1^ 
same  righta  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence, as  the  other  States." 

The  States,  therefore,  admitted  into  the  Fed- 
eral Alliance  within  tMs  ceded  territory,  moat 
hare  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom, 
and  independence  as  the  other  States,  (as  Vir< 
ginia,)  who  surrendered  their  soil,  had,  or  as 
Uie  whole  of  the  States,  who  received  the  sur- 
render, had.  VirgMia  retained  all  her  sover- 
eignty and  jurisdiction  over  her  own  limits  en- 
tirely nnimpMred,  save  only  in  the  conoesnona 
made  by  the  Articles  of  Confederation.  How 
can  the  States  admitted  into  the  Union  under 
Virginia's  snrrender  come  into  the  aHianoe 
with  impured  powers  or  limited  rights  t  It  if 
contended  that  they  have  not. 

Afterwards,  in  178C,  Kassaohusetta  made  h^ 
snrrender ;  and  in  1736,  Oonnectiont  mado 
hers ;  in  both  instances,  in  the  terms  and  on 
the  conditions  of  the  snrrender  of  New  York. 
In  1800,  Connecticut  surrendered  her  Western 
reserve.  In  1787,  South  Carolina  made  her 
cession,  with  the  magnanimity  that  has  ever 
characterized  her  public  acta,  when  her  coun- 
try's weal  was  in  question,  without  price  or  re- 
ward, in  terms  as  follows :  "  Do  by  these  pree- 
ents,  assign,  transfer,  qoit-daim.  cede,  and 
convey  to  the  United  States  of  America,  for 
their  benefit,  Sonth  Carolina  inclnsive,  all  the 
right,  title,  intoreet,  jurisdiction,  and  cMnk 
which  the  State  of  Ekiath  Carolina  hath  in  trad 
to  the  before  mentioned  and  described  territoiy 
or  tract  of  oonntry,"  to.  In  1790,  North  Car- 
olina made  her  cession ;  and,  as  reasons  that 
induced  to  it,  the  payment  of  the  pnblio  debt 
and  preserving  the  numony  of  the  Gonfederaoy 
are  enumerated,  and  the  oeasion  made,  after 
stating  the  conditions,  of  which  are  the  reser- 
vation of  bounty  land^  the  protection  of  the 
Cple  surrendered,  &c.,  the  oesdon  then  fol- 
a :  "  Do,  by  these  presents,  convey,  assign, 
and  set  over,  mito  the  United  States  of  Amer- 
ica, for  the  benefit  of  the  sud  States,  North 
Carolina  inclusive,  all  right,  title,  and  claim, 
which  the  said  State  hath  to  t^e  sovereignty 
and  territory  of  the  lands  situated,"  &o.,  &o. 
Here  it  Is  to  be  observed,  that  the  sovereigntjr 
is  only  surrendered  over  the  territory  surren- 
dered, impfuring,  in  no  degree^  either  the  •»▼• 
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erdgntj,  or  right  of  soil  in  the  Btates  Tii»Hng 
■noh  mnenders. 

The  oext  iod  kst  to  be  ezatnined  to  the  oes- 
taOB  of  Qeorgia,  in  1B09,  hy  an  aotnal  o<Mnpa<tt 
with  the  Dnited  States.  The  whole  temtoiT 
west  of  die  Chatahooohie  to  the  Ulaaisai^i, 
now  inclnding  the  Stat«e  of  Alabanut  and  lue- 
riaaippi,  waa,  dj  this  eeasion,  tmuferrad  from 
0«(^i«  to  Um  United  Btatea ;  and  the  oondi- 
tiona  now  proper  to  be  noticed  are  as  follows : 
The  pvineiit,  ont  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sales 
of  the  lands  nurendered  to  Georgia,  of  one 
million  and  a  half  of  dollars;  certain  land 
olainiB  to  be  confirmed ;  the  lands  snrrendered 
to  coDstitDte  a  oommon  ftmd;  and  that  the 
Indian  title  to  lands  still  remaining  within 
the  retained  Umita  of  Georgia  to  be  ezti^niah- 
«d,  at  the  ooet  and  expense  of  the  UnitAd 
States ;  and  that  "  the  territorj  thus  oeded 
shall  form  »  State,  and  be  admitted,  as  such, 
into  the  Union,  ss  soon  as  it  shall  oontain  six^ 
thoDsand  inhabitants,  or  at  an  earlier  period, 
tf  Oongrese  shall  think  it  expedient,  with  the 
aam«  privileges,  and  in  the  same  manner  aa  to 
jvorided  in  the  ordinance  of  Oongrew,  of  the 
thirteenth  dar  of  J11I7,  one  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  ei^tf-eeTut,  fbr  the  GoTemmrat 
of  the  Horthweateru  temtor^  of  the  United 
States ;  which  ordinance  shall,  in  all  its  parts, 
extend  to  the  (arritory  contained  in  the  present 
aot  of  oesdon,  thai  article  onlfeTOeptea  which 
forbids  slavery." 

Thos,  it  will  be  obeerred,  that,  so  late  as  the 
vear  180S,  it  was  deemed  proper  to  stipulate, 
07  actnal  covenant,  that  tiie  Goverameot  of 
the  United  States  should  extinguish  the  whole 
Indian  title  of  one  of  the  States,  at  the  actnal 
oc»t  and  expense  of  the  General  Oovemment ; 
and  tiie  exeontion  of  thto  oonditioD  to  seoored, 
hj  making  it  one  of  the  comrider^ons  of  the 
snrrcnder  of  an  extensive  tract  of  waste  land, 
Georna  has  surrendered  the  soil,  territory  and 
jnrtodiotion,  of  the  States  of  Miaeissippi  and  Al- 
abama, to  the  Geoeral  Government,  So  far, 
then,  thia  places  this  portion  of  cotintry  in  the 
pre<^  ritoation  of  the  Northweetem  territory 
as  surrendered  by  Yirginia,  with  the  mngle  pro- 
viso, that  one  article  in  the  ordinance  for  the 
government  of  that  territory  absll  not  be  here 
enforced,  vix:  the  artiole  prohibiting  slavery. 
Is  there  sny  thing  to  be  dedaced  from  the  sor- 
renders,  on  the  part  of  the  different  States, 
which  I  have  here  thought  proper,  at  some 
length,  to  introduce,  Aivor^Ie  to  ue  treaty- 
making  polic;  of  the  Gaieral  Government  with 
onr  Indian  tribes  t  On  the  contrary,  I  think 
it  to  oondonyel^  shown,  that,  hi  every  instance, 
except  one,  tiiis  whtde  matter  is  exclnsively 
retted  in  the  States  making  the  soirendere. 
That  exception  to  in  the  case  of  Georgto ;  and 
the  extiiiKoishment  of  her  Indian  titie  to  goor- 
■ntied.  Indeed,  no  one  will  oonteod  that,  if 
any  thing  to  granted  by  the  surrenders,  it  to  not 

E roper  tnat  the  thing  granted  shcnld  actnally 
B  expressed  in  the  mirender ;  nor  can  any 
otmtend  that  any  thing  is  glvaa  v^  by  tiie  sur- 


render that  to  not  embraoed  in  it.  Therefor^ 
ineveiy  instance,  the  whole  of  the  teniu  of  tha 
sarrender  are  applied  exclorively  to  the  conn- 
tr^  snrrendered.  The  oonntry,  therefore,  re- 
taued,  either  in  government,  sul,  or  jnriadio- 
tion,  u  in  no  d^ree  affieeted. 

I  think  I  have  shown  that  anterior  to  thees 
seversl  entrendera,  ao  far  as  the  Artidea  of 
Confederation  went  the  power  of  controlline 
thto  enbject  belongea  exdnuvely  to  the  severd 
States,  If  it  belonged  to  the  States  <»iKinB]ly 
members  of  the  Confederacy,  it  oertai^y  be- 
longed, in  the  same  manner,  to  the  State*  sob- 
aeqnently  admitted  into  that  OonfedMscv. 
Bat  it  may  be  said  that  the  States  sabeeqnently 
admitted  were  admitted  upon  oert^a  condi- 
tions. Thto  to  admitted.  Bat  what  were  those 
conditions  I  They  are  precisely  those  stipn- 
lated  for  in  the  terms  and  oonditiona  of  the  sur- 
render of  the  ooimtry  which  they  now  embrace 
in  their  limits.  The  leading  and  prtmiineDt 
oonditions,  then,  are,  that  their  conatitations 
eball  be  democratio ;  tbtit  there  shall  he  no  in- 
terference in  the  sale  of  the  pnblio  lands ;  that 
certain  navigable  streams  shall  be  forever  free 
to  the  dtixens  of  all  the  States ;  and  that,  be- 
tides these^  to  be  on  a  pMfect  fbotdns  of  equal- 
ity with  the  other  States.  Some  donbt  the 
oonatitntionality  of  these  conditions,  and  say 
that  no  State  can  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
withoDt  a  perfect  eqnality  in  every  rtepect- 
This  qaeetiou  does  not  come  ap.  It  is  enongb 
for  the  pnrpose  nnder  oonsideration  to  show, 
that,  BO  far  as  rc^nlatiiig  Indian  concerns  goes, 
they  are  not  of  the  stipulations :  therefore, 
whatever  rights,  on  thto  point,  pertain  to  the 
old  States,  nnqDestionsbly  belong  to  the  new 
ones.  Upon  the  ground  that  thu  rij^t  ceased 
by  the  Stste  snrrendcring  the  territory  and 
jurisdiction  to  the  Qener^  Government,  it  to 
claimed  to  have  passed  into  snch  new  State  as 
has  been  formed,  so  soon  as  the  consent  of 
Oongrees  has  bet^  obtwned  for  its  admission 
into  the  Union.  In  other  words,  all  the  power 
and  jurisdiction  over  the  snrrendered  territory 
belonged  alone  to  the  General  Qovenunent, 
during  itB  territorial  vasBals^  and,  with  the 
sole  exception  of  the  conditions  of  admtomMi 
into  the  Union,  are  there  any  eiceptions  or 
oonditions  in  favor  of  the  General  Government, 
If  even  there  be  such  t  I  do,  therefore,  claim 
that,  in  this  respect,  there  to  no  shadow  of  dif- 
ference in  the  rights  of  the  States,  I  think  I 
have  shown  that  neither  the  Articles  of  Con- 
federation nor  the  surrendering  of  waste  lands 
have  divested  the  several  States  of  the  sole  and 
exclusve  power  over  the  Indian  tribes  within 
their  req>ective  limite,  that  passed  into  those 
States,  respectively,  fram  the  British  Crown, 
by  their  iincceseful  struggle  for  independence. 

The  next  point  of  examination  I  propose,  to 
the  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States.  Tlirough 
the  various  stages  of  onr  political  eiiateDoe, 
the  powers  of  the  confederaud  States  have  un- 
dergone Torions  modifications,  until  all  the 
power  now  vested  in  the  Govenunent  of  the 
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IMted  Btatea,  ia  ezpnased  and  aircamsoribed 
hj  that  iDitnineiiL  Kor  need  we  hare  locked 
nawhero  in  the  inveetigation  of  this  question, 
Bnlew  hiatorio  £irCtB  had  been  neoeBBarr  to  ex- 
plain Bome  of  its  provisioaa ;  and  I  think  that 
the  m^ect  now  before  na  derivee  that  advan- 
tigcL  I  baTe  Bhown  that,  in  the  progresB  of 
our  Oovenimeut,  cert^  powwa  tor  oertain 
ipecified  pnrpOMB,  were  fonnd  neoeaearj  to  be 
«Mm7ed  to,  and  centered  in,  one  head,  to  wit : 
tbe  tDMoa  of  defrajing  the  expenses  of  a  com- 
nun  canae,  and  of  aieiiig  a  rerenoe  for  the 
payuMit  of  a  debt  createa  in  a  oominon  atrog- 
^;  and,  in  addition  to  these,  for  controlling 
nd  nguadDg  a  nattooal  intercoorHe  with  for- 
eigB  powers,  and  of  regnladns  all  foreign  oom- 
sMToe,  a*  well  aa  oominerae  between  the  eev- 
ual  StatetL  These  were  the  points  that  pre- 
sented difficulties ;  and  it  was  bo  oontrol  these 
diat  one  oominon  nmpiie  was  to  I>e  created. 
That  nmpire  ia  the  General  OoTemment,  and 
it  is  oeated  by  the  OonMitntioii  of  the  United 
BUtaa.  In  the  history  irf  the  different  stages  of 
o«r  p^itieat  eztateoee,  ms  it  found  that  any 
thing  belonging  ezolnsiTeIr  to,  and  oonfined 
vithm  the  limib  of,  taj  of  the  StMes,  claimed 
a  refaroiee  to  this  general  ominret  It  ia 
tluMi^U  not  Bnt,  on  tiie  other  hand-  it  is 
'  'Bred  evident,  that  anj  thing  that  did  not 
■a  the  whole  was  not  to  be  matter  for  the 
„ement  of  the  power  created  bj  the 
wholet  In  other  words,  any  thing  that  was 
pnelr  of  State  oonoern  was  still  to  oontinae 
w;  aadaraferenoe  to  the  inatmment  itself  will 
dMrly  sDstain  this  podlion.  Hie  powera  of 
OoDgnsa  pertidn  to  snbjeeta  itf  general  concern ; 
■ad  so  it  is  with  all  other  powen  of  the  Gen- 
«al  Goremment.  Bat  the  point  now  nnder 
review  is  embraced  in  the  8th  section  of  the 
&st  itticle:  in  ennmerating  the  powers  of 
OtngRSB,  with  others,  it  is  said,  "  The  Oon- 
peM  shall  have  power  to  regulate  commerce 
vith  Ibreign  nations,  toA  among  the  several 
States  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  Does  this 
diose  grant  the  power  of  making  a  treat;  for 
the  extinction  of  Indian  title  to  lands  within 
■ay  State  T  Or  doea  the  following  claose  di- 
rest the  StatM  of  the  power  of  purchasing  In- 
dian tittea  to  lands  within  their  reroeotiTe  lim- 
itil  Beetioa  10:  "Ko  State  shall  enter  Into 
tBj  frMtj,  alliaaoet  or  oonfedravtion,  grant  let- 


dvcr  Mrin  ft  tender  in  parment  of  debta,  pass 
my  biS  of  att^der,  ex  post  &oto  law,  or 
law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or 
grant  anj*  tiue  of  nobility."  Is  this  intended 
to  prevent  a  State  regulating  the  concerns 
of  her  own  people  within  her  own  limits  I  or 
is  it  intmded  to  prevent  these  things,  here 
mmaerated,  from  being  done  with  others,  for- 
egn  to  herself,  so  far  as  the  treaty,  allianc^ 
(iranfed«ration,  is  concerned  ?  It  is  conceived 
Alt  the  first  elaaae  does  not  grant  the  power 
ti)theGon««I  Govemment  of  making  treaties 
~  "        ;  and  the  seotMid  does  not  prevent 


the  States  from  exerdang  any  power  on  this 
subject  heretofrav  belongbg  to  them.  Bnt  a 
few  remarks  will  bear  me  out  in  this  poidtion. 
Can  the  Oongress,  under  her  power  of  regulat- 
ing commerce  with  the  Indian  tribes,  remove 
thousands  of  Indians  ftom  one  State,  and  plant 
them  in  another?  Or  can  Congress,  if  any 
State  thought  proper  to  interpose,  take  Indiana 
from  such  State  ?  Snppose  a  State  should  grant 
her  Indian  population  the  same  rights  and  priv- 
il^^es  that  are  granted  to  her  citizens,  and  they 
partook  o^  and  exercised,  such  rights  and  priv' 
ilegee,  could  Congress  interpose,  and  prohibit 
this  policy  ?  Snppose  they  were  made  compe- 
tent to  civil  rule,  conid  they  be  deprived  of  tAia 
right  by  any  act  of  Oongressf  If  these  ques- 
tions are  answered  in  the  negative,  it  will  at  onoe 
present  itself,  that,  if  a  State  interpose  obstacles 
to,  other  than  purely  regulating,  commerce 
with  Indian  tribes,  that  Congress  nas  not  the 

Kwer  to  remove  them;  and,  on  the  other 
nd,  if  the  State  exercise  a  power  over,  and 
grant  a  privilege  to,  the  Indians  within  her 
Umite,  Congress  cannot  prohibit  it  It  must 
follow,  then,  that  whatev.er  of  power  is  here 
^ven,  most  be  over  those  who  are  not  under 
the  immediate  and  paramonnt  authority  of 
State  Jurisdiction.  Otherwise,  to  what  absard 
consequences  would  it  lead?  Kight  not  the 
President  and  Senate,  at  any  time,  destroy  and 
overrun  any  one  of  the  States  in  which  there 
are  public  lands,  by  removing  the  Indians  from 
any  other  State  to  such  lauds  t  Uight  not  the 
whole  of  UiBsissippi  be  granted  to  the  Choc- 
taws,  Illinois  to  tne  Pottawatamies  or  Winne- 
bagoes,  and  Alabama  to  the  Ifnscogees  or 
Creekst  These  ideas  will  be  eeii  to  be  ab- 
surd ;  but  these  ideas  are  constitutional  if  the 
Indian  treaty-making  powder  l>e  to.  But  in  ad- 
dition to  this,  where  is  the  power  to  prevent 
this  same  treaty-making  power  troia  removing 
Indian  tribes,  if  yon  please,  and  locating  them 
upon  the  public  grounds  in  this  district  t  Who 
can  prevent  the  same  authority  from  filling 
your  arsenals,  your  forts,  and  other  national 
domuns,  or  possessions,  with  this  greatly  &- 
vored  people  t  But  I  am  answered  and  Mi 
that  the  States  in  which  there  are  pnblio  lands 
oan  exercise  no  control,  because  the  land  on 
which  the  In<Uan  Uvea,  when  the  title  is  extin- 
guished, becomes  a  part  of  the  public  landi^ 
and  is  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  a  State  Gov- 
ernment ;  and,  to  sustain  this  ground,  I  may 
be  referred  to  the  4th  article  of  the  ordinance 
for  the  government  of  the  territory  of  the 
United  Statea  northwest  of  the  river  Ohio, 
which  Bays : 

"The  said  territory,  snd  the  States  irhlch  maybe 
form  edtherein,  shall  forever  remdn  a  part  of  thia 
Coufeder»oy  of  the  United  9t»lea  of  AmoricB,  sub- 
ject to  the  Artiolea  of  Confederation,  and  to 
BQch  alterations  therein  is  thsU  be  constitutionally 
made,  and  to  all  acts  and  ordinances  of  the  United 
Slates  In  Congress  saaembled  conformable  thereto. 
The  hihatdtanU  and  settlers  in  add  territory  shall 
be  Bottjoet  to  pay  a  part  of  the  Federal  debta  oon- 
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ttftcted,  or  to  b«  contncted,  *ni  i,  proportloiul  put 
of  the  eipensM  of  Govcmment,  to  be  apportioned 
on  them  bj  Congress,  according  to  t^e  Bune  com- 
moD  mle  tnd  manner  br  wUch  Rpportionments 
thereof  abdl  be  made  on  the  other  Statesj  and  the 
taxee  for  payiog  their  proportion  shall  be  laid  and 
levied  b;  the  anthorilj  aod  direction  of  the  legisla- 
tures of  tbo  district  or  districts,  or  new  States,  as  in 
the  original  States,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by 
the  United  State*  fn  Comrress  assembled.  The 
Legislatures  of  those  new  States  or  districts  ehaU 
neTer  ioterfere  with  the  priinarj  lUapoaal  of  the 
soil  by  the  United  Btates  in  Congress  anembled,  nor 
with  anj  reguU^ons  OoDgresa  maj  find  Decenary 
for  securing  the  title  in  ancfa  wdl  10  the  bona  fl^ 
purchasers ;  no  tax  shall  be  Imposed  on  lands  the 
property  of  the  United  States ;  and  in  no  e«ae  ahall 
non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed  higher  than  red- 
dents.  The  narigable  waters  leading  into  the  Uii- 
sissippi  and  St.  Lawieoce,  and  the  carrying  places 
between  the  earae,  shall  be  common  highways,  and 
foroTer  free,  is  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  said 
territoTT  as  to  the  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
those  of  any  other  States  that  may  be  admitted  Into 
the  Cotifederacy,  without  any  tax,  Impost,  or  duty, 
therefor." 

.  Has  this  olanse  directly,  or  indireotlj',  any 
grant  of  power  to  the  Confederaoj,  or  any  pro- 
Elbltion  to  the  Statea,  in  relation  to  the  ques- 
tion under  oonsideration  ?  or  is  it  not  knovn 
that  the  soil  may  be  in  the  Genera]  Government, 
and  the  people  living  thereon  subject  to  the  mu- 
nicipal regnlationa  of  the  State  in  which  that  soil 
may  lie !  It  ia  hambly  conceived  that  this  clanse 
of  the  ordioflnoe  does  not  ohange  the  character 
of  the  policy  originally  existing  in  relation  to 
Indians,  fint,  before  I  proceed  farther,  another 
clanse  in  the  before-recited  ordinance  must  be 
noticed ;  some  have  «ud  that  it  is  conclnaive 
on  this  question ;  it  is  the  third  article,  and  ia 
as  follows:  "Religion,  morality,  and  knowl- 
edge, being  neoesBftry  to  good  government, 
and  the  happiness  of  mankind,  schools,  and  the 
means  of  education,  shall  forever  be  enconr- 

Sad;  the  ntmost  good  faith  shall  always  be 
served  towards  the  Indians ;  their  lands  and 
property  shall  never  be  taken  from  them  with- 
out their  consent ;  and  in  their  property,  rights, 
and  liberty,  they  shell  never  ba  invaded  or  dis- 
turbed, nnless  in  Jnst  and  lawful  wars,  anttaor- 
ixed  by  Congress ;  bat  laws  fonnded  in  jnstice 
and  hnmauity  shall,  from  time  to  time,  he 
made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to 
them,  and  for  preserving  peace  and  Mendship 
with  them."  The  Srst  conuderation  that  pre- 
senU  itself,  in  relation  to  the  last-recited  arti- 
cle, ia,  how  far  this  is  now  a  principle  of  the 
National  Government,  in  reference  to  all  t^e 
Indinn  tribes,  or  is  it  a  legislative  act,  mnnicipat 
in  ita  character,  and  eiuaBivel^  applicable  to 
a  region  of  conntry  in  which  soil  and  jurisdic- 
tion were  eioluHively  in  the  National  Govern- 
ment t  This  was  so :  for  it  is  solely  ^)pUcable 
to  the  territory  that  bnt  three  years  before  this 
time  belonged  eidufiively  to  Vir^ia :  for,  let 
it  be  remembered  that  this  ordmanoe  is  ex- 
dadve  in  its  operation  to  the  lands  latelv  sur- 


rendered by  a  State,  which  State,  anterior  to 
this  eorrender,  oonld  have  wholly  disr^arded 
such  ordinance,  had  it  then  beeniinade.  So  far, 
therefore,  from  this  weakening  my  poutions,  it 
oertunly  gives  them  strenotb,  and  is  fiilly  de- 
veloped in  the  history  of  the  day,  as  being  the 
then  received  opinion,  and  thenceforth  b 


been  already  noticed ;  it  pertuned  to  the  rar- 
render  of  the  waste  lands.  Until  this  surrender, 
a  ^stem  of  depredation  and  continual  warfare 
was  waged  npon  the  savages,  and  that  too  with 
the  sanction  of  the  Govemnient  that  claimed 
Jnrisdiction  to  the  land.  This  system  not  only 
endangered  but  eaorifioed  the  qniet  of  n«>t 
merely  the  people  of  the  State,  who  were  sanc- 
tioned in  their  Indian  wars,  so  cslled,  bnt  of  all 
the  contiguous  States.  The  surrender  being 
made,  we  find  for  which,  among  the  other  oon- 
riderations  enumerated,  "  that  the  neooBsory 
and  reasmable  ^lenses  inourred,  &o^  in  mun- 
taining  forts  utd  garriaons  within,  and  for  the 
dritaoe,  or  in  aoqiuring  any  part,  of  the  terri- 
tory ao  ceded  or  relinqmshed,  shall  be  folly  re- 
imbursed by  the  States."  This  ordinance  was 
thwefcre  adopted  for  the  govemmcait  of  the 
Burrendered  territory,  and  over  the  Indians 
therein,  and  is  eridentiy  the  assumption  of  a 
policy,  as  contradiatinguished  from  the  policy 
that  had  heretofore  cluracterized  the  Gorern- 
ment  which  bad  jost  now  oeased  to  exist  over 
this  same  re^on  of  country.  I  look,  therefore, 
npon  this,  as  being  confirmatory  of  what  I  have 
heretofore  contended  for,  to  wit :  that,  if  the 
General  Government  wishes  to  enforce  this  pol- 
icy in  relation  to  Indian  tribes,  the  tanda  on 
which  snoh  tribes  lived  must  be  excluded  from 
the  limits  of  an^  State ;  and  this  is  farther  ex- 
emplified by  this  cQanse  never  having  been  in- 


not  even  of  the  States  formed  of  the  territory 
over  which  this  ordinance  was  first  made  opera- 

Thns,  In  relation  to  this  qneetion,  I  think  I 
have  presented  the  fundamental  principlea  on 
which,  if  it  exists  in  the  General  Govemmsit, 
it  must  assuredly  rest.  If  the  power  to  make 
treaties  ivith  Indians  rewding  within  the  limits 
of  any  of  the  States  is  now  clumed  for  the  Gen< 
eral  Government,  it  roust  be  derived  from  some 
clause  or  clauses  of  the  Articles  of  Oonfedera- 
tion,  in  the  volnntary  relinquishments  made  by 
the  States  in  the  conveyance  of  their  waste 
liuida,  or  tn  the  Conatitation  of  the  United 
States,  which  I  have  troubled  yom-  patience  and 
consomed  your  time  in  bringing  into  view.  For 
my  own  part,  after  this  thorough  examination, 
I  am  the  more  firmly  oonrinoed  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  poriUons  I  have  endeavored  to 
malnt^. 

Ur.  GiLHXB  said  that,  after  the  ample  diaon»- 
sion  which  the  snl^ect  before  the  committee 
had  received,  he  should  content  himself  with 
stating  one  or  two  facta  connected  with  it,  sod 
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adding  a  hw  neoesiaiy  oomments.  The  first 
qoestion  (swd  Mr.  G.)  which  presented  itself 
titr  determiDBtion  was,  to  whom  the  DDezpeod- 
cd  bahnoe  of  the  two  hundred  and  Sft;  thon- 
■aad  dollars  beloDsed,  after  satisffing  the  Qeor- 
p»  cliintanta.  He  had  do  doubt  that  it  be- 
kng«d  to  the  Uaited  Btates.  When,  however, 
be  admitted  this,  he  wished  it  to  be  onder- 
atood,  that,  according  to  his  inteipretation  of 
the  contract  between  the  United  States,  Geor- 
gia, and  the  Oreeki,  all  parties  supposed  that, 
whan  th«  contract  was  ^thfiiUy  exeoated, 
there  wonld,  most  probablj,  be  no  balance 
whaterer.  Ut.  O.  sud  that  this  matter  wonld 
be  better  nndentood  by  a  knowledge  of  the 
tarcnmstaiices  nnder  which  that  contract  was 
tnt«red  into.  In  1821,  commisaioners,  on  the 
part  of  (he  United  Btate^  proceeded  to  make  a 
treatj  with  the  Greek  Indians,  for  the  extin- 
gidduneot  of  th^  title  to  lands  In  Georgia,  in 
parsnaiwe  of  an  appropriation  of  money  spe- 
ctaQj-  mode  hj  Oongresa  for  that  pcrpose ;  that, 
aoMfding  to  instmctioiis  given  to  those  com- 
imarioitHS  bj  the  War  Department,  (and  here 
be  wUhed  the  Ohtunnan  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Indian  AfiUrs  to  correct  him  if  be  were  in  er- 
ror,) they  were  not  to  eiceed  ton  cents  per  acre 
in  price,  for  what  they  shoold  acquire  of  the 
Oraeka.  That,  accordingly,  the  oommissionerB 
had  contracted  with  that  tribe  that  it  should 
eede  to  the  United  States,  for  the  benefit  of 
Georgia,  fonr  and  a  half  miUionB  of  acres,  for 
whidi  they  were  to  reodve  fonr  handred  and 
fifty  thonsand  dollua.  That,  after  these  tenns 
had  been  agreed  npon,  but  before  the  treaty 
had  been  signed,  commisaioaers  on  the  part  of 
Georgia  presented  to  the  Greek  chie&j  oliums 
of  the  citizens  of  that  State  against  their  tribe, 
amaantiDg  to  the  som  of  two  hondred  and 
ta^tj  thousand  dollars,  and  required  that  thej 
dwold  be  adjusted.  It  was  then  agreed,  be- 
tweoi  the  aeveral  parties,  that  the  Creeks 
riMold  receive  itf  the  United  States  two  hun- 
dred thonsand  dollars,  in  money,  for  their  land, 
Mid  the  renuUning  two  handred  and  fifty  thon- 
■Bd  dollars,  wUoh  they  were  to  have  received, 
aboold  be  p^d  by  the  United  States,  to  the 
State  of  G«Of^  for  the  bene6t  of  her  citizens, 
wbo  had  received  iiyaries  from  the  Greeks;  sub- 
ject, however,  to  the  investigation  and  determi- 
uti<Ni  of  the  President  of  the  United  States.  In 
pumanee  of  which  agreement,  (]fr.  G.  ob- 
a<i  Mill,)  the  commissioners  of  Georgia  gave  to 
the  Oreek  tribe  a  receipt  in  fblt  of  all  claims, 
dabti^  damages,  and  property,  which  the  citi- 
aena  of  that  State  had  asdnst  that  tribe,  prior 
to  1803.  And  tlie  United  Btates  aRreed  to  pay 
to  the  eitizem  of  Qeoi^a,  those  olums,  debts, 
dim^e^  and  property,  provided  the  same  did 
mtt  exceed  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
jm.  Mr.  O.  obaerred  that  each  of  the  parties 
to  this  eoDtrtict  soemed  to  have  had  an  equal 
ICMHt  to  be  vstisfled.  The  Indians  had  sold 
Mr  land  for  «  lareer  oonsideraliou  than  usnal, 
nl  with  tvro  bondred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
rr*  ^  ^,0  prioe,  had  paid  aa  aooooot  which 


the  Georgians  had  against  them  of  thirty  years' 
standing-,  most  of  which  they  had  f^quently 
acknowledged  to  be  Just;  and  amounting  to 
the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars.  The  Georgians  were  very  mnch 
pleased,  because,  by  the  construction  which 
the  United  States  had  put  upon  the  constitQ' 
tion,  their  own  Btate  Government  had  not  the 
power  of  compelling  the  Creeks  to  restore  their 
property,  or  otherwise  to  do  them  justice ;  by 
which,  previously,  it  had  seemed  as  if  they 
were  to  nave  been  deprived  entirely  of  redress 
for  their  imuries.  ^d  the  commissioners  of 
the  United  States  were  gratified,  becanse  they 


pointed,  by  procuring  a  valuable  tract  of  ci  — 
try  for  the  State  of  Georgia,  but  also  to  render 
an  essential  service  to  a  large  class  of  injored 
citizens.  There  was  also  a  poBsibility,  that,  by 
aasuming  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  the  citi- 
zens of  Georgia,  with  the  power  given  to  tlie 
President  to  adjudicate  those  claims,  the  United 
States  might  have  a  less  aom  to  advance  than 
that  whi^    it    would  otherwise    have    been 


States  commissioners  had  taken  care  that  thia 
Government  should  not,  in  any  event,  pay 
more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, and  with  a  farther  beneficial  proviso,  that 
whatever  sum  should  be  found  dne  might  be 
paid  in  five  annual  instalments,  and  without  in- 
terest. Mr.  G.  observed  that,  if  the  view  be 
had  taken  of  the  contract  between  oU  the  par- 
ties was  correct,  he  thought  there  could  be  no 
difficulty  as  to  the  diBposition  of  what  should 
remain  of  the  two  hundred  and  fifty  thonsand 
dollars,  after  satisfying  all  the  Georgia  olwmanta. 
Kr.  G.  said  that  he  wonld  proceed  to  show 
that  the  United  States  Government  had  not 
done  justice  to  the  citizens  of  Georgia  in 
its  adjudication  of  their  demands  against  the 
Creek  Indians.  They  had  been,  told  that  they 
shonld  be  satisfied,  becanse  that  adjudication 
was  made  by  an  arbiter  chosen  hy  themselves. 
The  proper  answer  to  which  (Mr.  Q.  said)  was, 
that  that  circnmstance  aggravated  the  feelings 
excited  by  the  injustice  done  them,  especially  as 
that  arbiter  had  gained  in  proportion  to  their 
loss.  This  Government  never  can  compensate 
the  citizens  of  Georgia  for  the  iiynries  they  re- 
ceived from  their  savage  neighbors.  Those  in- 
juries eonld  not  be  estimated  in  money,  Mr. 
G.  said  that  the  moat  ri^d  rules  had  been  im- 
posed by  the  Government  npon  itself,  in  allow- 
ing the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  Georgia.  He 
did  not  intend  to  say  that  the  Government  in- 
tended thereby  to  do  it^ustice  to  those  citi- 
zens. He  thought  that  the  pecnlior  drcom- 
stanoes  nnder  which  those  claims  had  origi- 
nated had  never  been  considered  by  the  Gov- 
ernment. Had  that  been  done,  he  believed  ft 
would  have  been  convinced  that  the  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thousand  doUara  was  a  very  in- 
adequate satiafaotion  of  those  oMms. 


dbyGoogle 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


Ftt.] 


[Jax 


r,  ISSfc 


Ur.  G.  then  proceeded  to  str,  that,  during 
the  Herolutdonary  w&r  the  inbabituite  of  Geor- 
gia were  at  odb  time  oltnoHt  entirely  driven 
beyood  its  limits,  by  the  Cre^  Indians  and 
their  allies.  At  ita  cODcInsion,  feelings  of  hos- 
tility had  not  ceased  to  exist.  Repeated  in- 
juries  were  inflicted  upHiD  the  frontier  inhabi- 
tants, which  the  weakness  of  the  Btate  Oovem- 
ment  rendered  it  enable  to  pnnish.  Attempts 
were  frequently  made  to  conciliate  tlie  Greeks. 
Treaty  aiter  treaty  was  made,  from  1788  to 
1790.  They  were,  however,  broken  as  often  as 
made,  withont  the  Oovemment  having  the 
power  to  enforce  them.  The  frontiers  were 
very  eztenrave,  and  the  popnlation  so  scattered 
that  the  Indians  hsd  an  easy  access  into  the 
country,  everywhere,  for  the  purposes  of  plun- 
der. The  people  were  compelled  to  protect 
themselves  by  fortifications  ol  their  own  mak- 
ing. Block  houses  were  erected  hj  them,  and 
manned  by  voluntary  service,  in  order  to  inter- 
cept and  Piiiish  the  predatory  parties  of  the 
Indians.  This  service  was  eitremely  burden- 
some to  inhabitants  just  arrived  from  distant 
parts  of  the  United  States,  and  with  scanty 
means  of  support  Ur.  G.  continued  to  say 
that  the  loea  of  slaves,  horses,  and  cattle,  egold 
not  then  be  repaired  by  the  people,  as  they 
could  at  the  present  time.  The  valne  of  each 
^pertj  was  far  greater  then  than  at  present 
The  country  was  to  be  cleared  of  its  forests  to 
fit  it  for  cultivation.  Labor  was  not  to  be 
hired.  There  was  no  supplying  the  place  of  a 
lost  horse,  or  stolen  cattle,  because  the  people, 
in  moving  from  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 
found  it  difficult  to  carry  with  them  a  snScient 
supply  for  their  own  use.  The  loss  of  cattle 
(Mr.  Q.  said)  was  particularly  felt,  because 
thereby  the  people  were  deprived  of  Uieir  most 
usual  and  cheapest  means  of  subBistence.  One 
of  the  principal  inducements  to  the  setllement 
of  the  country  had  been  the  advantages  which 
its  eitensive  range  presented,  aboQu£ng,  as  it 
did,  with  grass  and  cane. 

The  exuberance  of  the  natural  vegetation  of 
the  country,  instead  of  proving  an  advantage 
to  the  settiers,  had  been  frequently  the  occa- 
sion of  tiieir  greatest  losses,  by  exposing  their 
horses  and  stock  to  the  thieving  habits  of  the 
Indiana.  Bat  the  ii^uries  (Mr.  Q.  eaii)  which 
the  frontier  inhabitants  suffered,  by  having 
their  property  plundered  and  destroyed,  were 
accompanied  by  evils  the  extent  of  which  could 
only  be  Icnown  to  those  who  hod  felt  Uiem. 
He  said  it  was  his  fortune  to  have  been  a  na- 
tive of  the  county  which  bordered  both  on  the 
Greek  and  Gherokee  hunting  grounds.  He 
conld  yet  recollect  the  horrid  views  of  the  In- 


the  oommencement  of  the  Revolutionary  war, 
until  179i  and  I79B,  the  Creek  Indians  contin- 
ued to  commit  occasional  acts  of  the  greatest 
barbarity  upon  tbe  frontier  people.  The  Gov- 
ernment hod  been  either  unable,  or  neglected, 
to  furnish  the  seceaaory  proteotion  to  its  dti- 


lens.  After  a  military  force  was  finally  author- 
ized by  this  Government,  and  troops  had  ben 
enlistedfrom  among  the peopleof  Georgia,  it  TM 
a  matter  of  history,  &iuiliar  to  every  member 
of  the  committee,  that  those  troops  had  acutely 
yet  been  paid.  For  more  than  thirty  jtin, 
year  after  year,  they  had  petitioned  in  vsio. 
kr.  G.  said  that  he  had  attempted  to  describ* 
the  kind  and  pecoliar  valne  of  the  property  d 
which  the  Gecuvia  claimants  had  been  pluidt^ 
ed,  by  the  Ore^  Indians ;  their  ccwtinned  if- 
prehension  of  Indian  attacks;  andthewutrf 
proteotion  on  the  part  of  the  Government;  in 
order  to  show,  more  clearly,  the  iiijDrtiee 
which  had  been  done  Hiem,  by  the  raaniMr  li 
which  their  elums  had  been  heretofore  idjndi- 
cated,  and  as  the  beat  commentary  npciD  tin 
reasoning  of  the  Secretary  of  War  «nd  the  At- 
tomey-Generfll. 

Hr.  G.  then  proceeded  brieSy  to  consider  Iha 
difierent  classes  of  claims  which  he  sapposed 
had  been  improperly  r^ected.    First,  thit  fbr 

Property  destroyed  preTions  to  the  treaty  ft 
lew  York;  eeoondlT,  that  for  interat  apon 
claims  which  had  been  allowed ;  and,  thirdly, 
that  for  the  valne  of  the  inoresse  of  thoie  fe- 
male slaves  who  had  been  taken  l^  the  Creet^ 
and  not  restored,  according  to  the  amditiMtfrf 
treaties.  As  to  the  class  of  clums  for  property 
destroyed,  which  had  been  rejected  httioM  the 
treaty  of  New  York  did  not  provide  for  liao, 
Kr.  G.  B^d  that  the  treaty  at  the  Indiu 
Springs  specially  contracted  for  the  PBymeDt  d 
property  destroyed  prior  to  1803.  Tliii  >tipo- 
laUon  of  that  treaty  had  been  pressed  upon  tb« 
House  with  its  fnll  weight,  by  his  coUesgiiM 
and  other  gentlemen.  It  was  not  his  intention 
to  say  any  thing  more  upon  that  sutyecL  H« 
wae  desirous  of  showing  to  the  oommittee  thit 
the  provinons  of  the  treaty  of  New  Tott  oo^t 
not  to  affect  injnrionsly  the  olums  of  the  ati- 
tens  of  Georgia.  That  treaty,  he  wd,  fU, 
perhaps,  the  firet  act  of  the  United  StsteiGOT- 
emment  which  usnrped  power  which  pflT^ 
belonged  to  the  8tate«,  It  was  so  taeaiim 
at  the  time.  The  first  voice  heard  hi  the  Ob- 
yress  of  the  United  Statoa,  agunst  the  eoeroseli- 
mg  spirit  of  Federal  dominion,  was  (toia  s  rep- 
resentative of  Qeorg^  in  relation  to  the  tresis 
of  New  York.  By  that  treaty  the  Qoverameirt 
of  the  United  StAtea  guarantied  to  the  Ona 
tribe  of  Indians,  lands  which  that  tribe  UA 
previonsly  conveyed  to  Gewgla.  By  it|  ™ 
United  States  obtwned  from  the  Creeks  a  i% 
ulation  that  they  wonld  hold  no  treaty  wm. 
Georgia.  And,  by  the  same  treaty,  tb«  OniW 
States  agreed  that,  if  any  citizens  of  v«?^ 
should  attempt  to  settle  on  huids  dsiinett,  V 
the  Greeks,  such  citizens  should  be  plaoed  wil^ 
out  the  protection  of  the  United  StsMs,  ww 
punished  as  the  Indians  thon^t  proper. 

Mr.  G.  asked  the  membw*  rf  tie  ««"»"»" 
to  examine  that  treaty,  and  Indge  for  tbJB- 
selvee  whether  the  dtizens  of  Georgia  m^ 
lose  the  right  to  have  their  >'ll''"**."j??y 
beonue  omipeiiMtion  wot  not  piovidea  if'' 
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Wtut  right  hid  the  United  States  Government 
lo  plue  bejood  ita  protection  ita  citisens,  vfao, 
ij  virtna  c^  gnati  of  land  made  to  them  by 
tk  State  of  Qeorgia,  within  her  own  limits, 
■od  in  pajtoent  to  those  citizens  for  Tevolnlion- 
irr  KFTicet,  settled  on  lands  which  the  United 
BUM  thought  proper  to  consider  Indianprop- 
wtrl  Br  that  trea^,  a  citiiea  of  the  united 
BtMi  Mii^t  have  bMn  burnt  at  the  Indian 
ilib^  without  the  ri^t  of  reeone  by  his  Got- 
■muotl  It  was  iiijadQ,  too,  by  one  MoGilli- 
nij,  the  son  of  a  torj-,  and  an  Indian,  who  felt 
\j  iaberitaoM  the  dac^iett  malignitj,  and  mott 
'mtiognnmgB,  towarda  the  people  of 
git.  What  meona  had  the  people  of  that 
enu  of  making  known  to  the  United  StatM 
QoTEnmwnt,  at  the  treat;  of  New  York,  llieir 
diims  for  pn^rty  deatrojed  t  And  yet,  by 
ikii  oniivitHi  to  do  80,  a  considerable  portion 
of  Ibe  ii^iiries  received  by  the  people  of  Qeor- 
gii,  fnm  the  Greek  Indl»iB,  previous  to  \hn 
mtkiiig  <i  that  treaty,  were  to  remain  nnre- 
inuu.  Vas  it  right  for  the  Unit«d  Statea  to 
lite  idranttn  of  its  own  wrong  1 

The  B«aaaa  olaas  of  olaima  which  had  been 
kjkM  by  the  Gorermnent,  consisted  of  those 
ttn  prineipal  of  which  had  been  allowed,  and 
gpoa  which  interest  had  been  reused,  itr. 
G.  Hid  that  he  had  already  endeavored  to 
iboir  diat  the  most  liberal  allowance  onght  to 
l«  cuda  in  bvor  of  all  the  claims  before  the 
(ommiitee.  He  did  not  conMder  the  ol^mants 
ndcffiindii^  interest  of  the  GovemmeDt,  bat 
m  inntting  upon  the  eqaitable  lien  ther  had 
jfM  the  ftanda  in  it«  hands,  for  a  fnll  and  Jnst 
MopwaatioD  for  the  iqjories  they  had  snatain' 
ei  He  did  not  consider  that  interest  npon  the 
'iluof  tbeir  losses  from  the  time  when  their 
property ,waa  taken  or  destroyed,  woold  really 
M  landa  aatisfootion  to  the  claimanta  for  the 
tjodofdepredatioiis committed  npon  tbera,  bnt 
■  fnnuahing  the  only  fixed  role  by  which  a 
DdbflB  aitimate  conld  be  made.  The  claim  of 
DUnat  WW  upon  the  fimd  uipropriated  for 
IIm  pa;naent  of  tiie  claims,  and  not  nnon  the 
I*™  treasury.  The  qaestion  really  was, 
■Miar  the  oUimants,  whose  demands  had  re- 
iMioid  unatisfied  for  thirty  or  forty  yaara, 
hi  not  t  more  equitable  lien  npon  the  onex- 
l*i>ded  balance  of  the  two  hnndred  and  fifty 
'tiniud  doUara,  for  compensation  to  them  for 
tlw  time  ittej  had  lost  the  oae  of  their  proper- 
tj,  tlisD  any  right  to  it  on  the  part  of  the  Qov- 
nmeot.  That  oompenaaliOQ  to  the  claimants 
W,  however,  been  reeisted,  throngh  the  opin- 
m  of  the  Attorney-General.  The  ohumanta 
vodld  hav«  hem  better  satisSed  to  have  bad 
Um  jnstiee  of  their  dtnnand*  dedded  npon  by  the 
•nw  of  eqaity  of  the  Ohief  ICagistrate  of  their 
onmtry,  l^  whom,  aooording  to  compact,  they 
*ere  to  have  been  a^jndi^ded,  than  by  the 
(Mfaciieal  mles  of  the  Govenmient's  law  offloer. 
Tbat  high  offloer  had  det«Tmlned  that  intereat 
mi  not  follow  a  claim  for  unliquidated  dam- 
■^  Homioally,  he  waa  right;  hut,  snbatan- 
^J,  wroDg.     The  olaima  were  not  for  mi- 


1»  be- 
longed to  citizens  of  Georgia,  and  which  the 
Greek  tribe,  by  various  treaties,  had  promised 
to  restore  to  its  ownera.  If  the  Indiana  conld 
have  been  sned  in  the  courts  of  law,  the  remedy 
for  the  Geor^a  olaimanta  wonld  have  been  an 
action  of  trover,  in  which  they  wonld  have 
been  entitled  to  recover  their  property,  or  its 
valne  in  lien  thereof  together  with  damages 
eqoal  to  the  valne  of  the  ose  of  the  property, 
from  the  time  at  which  it  had  been  demanded 
nntil  the  termination  of  the  sniL  That  was  the 
law  of  the  State  within  which  lioth  parties  re- 
sided. It  was  a  mle  of  equity  that  the  com- 
pensation for  i^inriea  ahotud  be  fblty  equal  to 
the  loss  snstdneo.  Was  there  any  reason  why 
the  Georgia  claimants  should  not  have  that  jus- 
tice done  them,  by  their  Government,  which  one 
citizen  could  compel  of  another,  by  the  strict 
mles  of  law  t  Sorely,  it  was  not  because  the 
Government  had  neglected  to  compel  the 
Creeks  to  perform  the  stipnlations  of  their  trea- 
ties. Had  the  Government  done  its  duty,  the 
Georgia  d^manta  would  hare  had  their  prop- 
erty restored  to  them  more  than  thirty  yeara 
ago.  it  conld  not  be  said  that  the  8tate  of 
Geoipa  had  neglected  the  use  of  any  means  in 
its  power  to  obtain  redress  for  its  oitiiens. 
[Mr.  Oiuna  then  read  resolutions  of  the  Le^s- 
lature  of  tbat  8tat«,  directing  the  manner  in 
which  the  dums  of  its  citizens  should  be 
proven,  and  demand  made  of  the  Creek  In- 
dians.] The  Attomey-Genera]  had  given,  oa  a 
reason  why  interest  should  not  be  allowed 
upon  the  Georgia  claims,  that  the  property  for 
iriiich  they  had  been  paid  bad  been  estimated 
at  double  its  valne.  In  this  he  speaks  without 
anthority,  and  most  disrespectfully  of  the 
Unit«d  States  Commissionere,  and  the  wit- 
nesses by  whose  oaths  that  valuation  was  made. 
There  were  many  other  most  obvious  objec- 
tions to  the  opinions  of  the  Attomey-GeneraL 
He  had  determined,  for  reasons  pecoliar  to  him- 
self^ not  to  nrge  that  subject  an;  farther.  His 
colleague  (Mr.  WiLns)  had  performed  that 
duty,  m  the  most  satisfootoi;  manner. 

The  third  class  of  clums rejected,  (Ur.  G.  a^d,) 
was  that  for  the  increase  of  those  female  slaves 
who  had  been  taken  by  the  Ore«k  Indians  from 
the  citizens  of  Georgia,  and  not  restored  accord- 
ing to  the  conditions  of  their  treatjes  with  that 
State,  and  those  with  the  United  States.  These 
cMms  were  founded  in  that  principle  t^  law, 
by  which  the  issue  of  female  property  followed 
the  state  of  its  mother.  The  right  of  the  G«or- 
(Ha  olaimanta  to  recover  the  identical  slaves 
uey  had  lost,  was  acknowledged  by  all  the 
treatiea  having  reference  to  that  kind  of  prop- 
erty. The  stipulations  of  all  the  treatiea  was, 
tluU  the  negroes  taken  from  the  citizens  of 
Georgia  ahonld  be  restored,  and  not  that  they 
shouM  be  paid  for  In  money.  If  the  Indiana 
who  were  m  the  possession  of  the  issue  of  the 
female  slaves  could  have  been  sned  in  the 
ooorU  of  Georgia,  by  the  original  ownen  of 
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ench  female  Blftves,  the  Oeor^a  oUlmitiijw  would, 
no  doubt,  hsve  recur«red.  The  dtunuutts  con- 
tend for  no  i%lit  but  what  was  senotioned  bj 
the  law.  The  diffiooltj  had  proceeded  from 
the  impoaaibilitj  of  compelling  that  branch  of 
the  Government  whioh  alone  had  the  power  of 
redress  in  ita  h&nde  to  enforce  that  right.  J* 
was  well  known  to  all  the  Sontbem  gentlemei 
that  female  alava  property,  which  waa  owne 
tiurty  years  ago,  nad  yielded  a  mnch  larger 
profit  than  any  other  equal  amonnt  of  coital 
whatever.  And  hence  it  waa  (Hr.  O.  said) 
that  the  Oeor^a  claimantB  who  had  lost  such 
property  by  the  acta  of  the  Greek  Indians,  •• 
entitled  to  the  redress  aonght  for  them. 

In  conclusion,  Ur.  6.  repeated  that,  by  the 
treaty  of  Uie  Indian  Springs,  the  Greek  chieib 
hod  contracted  to  relinqnieh  a  certain  quantity 
of  land  to  the  United  States,  on  condition  that 
it  would  pay  to  them  two  hundred  tbonsand 
dollara  in  money,  and  Batisly  the  claims  of 
Qeorgia  against  their  tribes,  estimated  by  the 
parlies  at  two  hundred  and  eighty  thousand 
dollars.  That  the  valne  of  the  lands  relinqniah- 
ed  by  the  Indians  was  considered  by  them  as 
worUi  fottr  hnndred  and  fifty  tbonsand  dollars, 
thereby  making  the  consideration  received  by 
the  United  States  for  its  contract  to  pay  the 
mtizens  of  Georgia,  eqnal  to  the  som  of  two 
hnDdred  and  fifty  thonsand  dollars.  That  the 
United  States,  havinz  the  power  to  a^jadioate 
the  cMma  of  those  citizens,  had  oircomscribed 
them  within  snch  narrow  honnda  that  the 
laiver  portion  of  the  i^d  appropriated  by  the 
IniQaDB  for  their  payment,  had,  instead  of  being 
applied  to  that  purpose,  gone  inta  the  Treaaory 
of  the  United  Slates.  That  It  was  inoonsistent 
with  her  character  aa  an  arbiter,  and  adll  more 
with  her  national  character  for  jnstioe,  to  de- 
prive her  own  oitizena  of  a  fond  which  had 
Deen  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  loeaee  ana- 
tained  by  them,  onder  oircnnutaaoea  of  pecnliw 
hardship,  and  occasioned,  partly,  too,  by  tlie 
neglect  or  want  of  power  m  the  Government 
to  protect  them.  He^  therefore,  confidently 
tmMed  that  the  committee  would  support  the 
motion  of  his  oolleagae,  and  determine  that  it 
was  expedient  te  h&ve  farther  legialadon  in 
favor  of  the  cUima  of  tiie  dtizena  of  Qeor^ 


SiTimniT,  January  17. 

Am«ndmenl  ijflAt  Sutei. 

The  resolution,  offered  on  Thnraday,  by  Ur. 


of  the  resolution.  He  had  been  tenght  (hi 
aaid)  from  hia  infancy,  that  a  Bepresenbative  of 
the  people  ought  always  to  vote  viva  voce.  In 
Pennsylvania,  the  constitution  aaya  eipreaaly 
that  such  shall  be  the  case.  The  practice,  if 
adopted  in  this  body,  would  oooaaion  none  of 
the  delay  which  some  gentlemen  seemed  so 
much  to  apprehend.  In  the  Legislature  of 
Penn^lvania,  they  elected  all  thdr  officers  vita 


voet,  and  the  whole  election  was  nsoally  Bp^^ 
throQsh  with  in  about  half  an  hour.  That 
body  lately  elected  a  State  treasurer,  and  the 
whole  matter  did  not  oocnpy  more  than  fifteen 
minutes.  All  the  delay  neceeaai7  was  the  timo 
occupied  in  t^allinK  over  the  namea  of  the  nem- 
bere.  Mr.  £.  siud  it  was  bis  fixed  opinion  tliat 
all  persons  represented  either  in  a  connty,  ■ 
State,  or  the  United  States,  should  have  th» 
votes  whioh  they  gave  in  their  repreeentetive 
capacities  recorded.  A  representative  is  merely 
the  mouthpiece,  the  mere  a^nt,  of  thooe  who 
send  him ;  and  it  is  their  ngbt  to  know  how 
he  has  tranaaoted  their  buaineea.  It  had  bem 
add  by  some  gentleman,  yesterday,  that,  if  aoT' 
constitaent  wanted  to  know  how  Ua  Bqoe- 
aentative  had  voted  in  any  particular  oase^  he 
might  call  upon  bim  and  inquire.  But  how 
would  thia  1m  poseible  in  auoli  Statea  aa  3Gs- 
Bouri  and  Illinoia,  whioh  have  but  one  repre- 
sentetive  on  this  floor!  Those  Btetea  were 
nearly  as  large  as  the  State  of  FennHjlTama, 
and  the  Representative  might  live  in  one  o(K'- 
ner  of  them.  Were  hia  constitnenta  to  travel 
two  or  three  hundred  miles  to  ask  such  a  qnee- 
tion !  I  do  not  want  to  lay  them  undo-  anj 
snch  neoee^ty.  I  would  have  the  Brnrformta 
tive  vote  in  every  case  «*m  cms,  and  let  hia 
vote  be  put  on  record,  and  let  hia  ocautitQenta 
know  what  it  has  been. 

Mr.  Baxtlxit  eaii  he  would  vote  very  man' 
folly  for  the  resolution  if  onr  reason  could  be 
shown  why  the  present  mode  of  eleotion  was 
not  a  good  one,  and  why  the  mode  pn^Kwed 
would  he  better.  From  the  oommenoemeDt  of 
the  Oovemmeut  the  praotioe  oi  electing  bj  bal- 
lot had  been  uniformly  observed ;  and  be  had 
listened  with  attention  to  the  zaovo'  of  the 
restdotioa  to  hear  what  evil  attended  it ;  but 
he  had  listened  in  vain.  He  waa  f^poeed  to 
hasty  changes  in  le^alation,  and  never  would 


to  state  a  ringle  evil  or  Inconvenienoe  ariang 
from  the  existing  practice.  He  had,  indee^ 
placed  the  matter  upon  the  ostenMble  groond, 
that  the  votes  of  every  member  would,  oy  thia 
means,  be  known  to  his  constituents.  Kow, 
for  his  own  part,  he  had  never  onoe  heard  it 
stated  that  any  attempt  h^d  been  made  to  oon- 
oeal  the  course  taken  by  gentlemen  in  elec- 
tions in  this  House.  Gentiemen  had  indeed 
told  the  House  that  the  practice  of  voting  viva 
voee  prevailed  in  Bome  of  the  Btatee.  Thia 
might  be  so :  but,  wherever  it  did  nrevidl,  he 
beheved  it  te  have  been  iodginallr  aaopted  be- 
canae  the  Bepresentativee  were  not  all  aUe  to 
read  and  write.  That  reason,  he  tmsted,  would 
not  be  held  aa  operating  In  this  House.    He 

£  resumed  there  waa  no  danger  of  impoeitiaa 
ere  from  the  want  of  the  vote*  bong  uttered 
'    an  audible  voice. 

Mr.  BuBixaxB  said :  We  are  elected  by  the 
people  to  do  whatT  To  enact  lawa,  to  pre- 
Boribe  rules  by  which  we  are  te  be  governed. 
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Ii  Ibat  the  end  for  which  &  Speaker  of  thts 
Some  {■  choaen  I    The  ^>eaker  makes  do  mlea 
Jtr  u;  it  M  ve  who  dicUte  lawa  and  prescribe 
njH  lor  him.    He  is  merely  an  Ezeoatire  offi- 
cer, whose  dvtf  it  is  to  carry  i6to  effect  snch 
JBgiilalioiu  as  we  choose  to  lay  down.     In 
areiy  part  of  hia  duty  be  is  wholiy  subject  to 
oar  wuL    His  office  is  ministerial ;  onra  is  log- 
ialatireL    The  HooBe  prescribes  to  him  roles  so 
pliin  tb«t  he  who  mns  may  read  them ;  and 
wbeneTer  he  deviates  from  any  one  of  those 
TVlea,  his  decinons  are  sabject  to  om"  revision, 
and  he  is  himself  amenable  to  onr  control.     He 
ifl  placed  in  that  chair  ;  not  to  control  the  ao- 
tioii  of  Uiis  House,  not  to  int«rnipt  it,  far  less 
to  oppose  it    He  is  set  there  to  facilitate  its  ac- 
tion.   Bat  we  stand  in  no  snch  relation  to  our 
ecmstitsenta.    We  are,  by  onr  office,  makers  of 
the  laws  by  which  they  are  so  bonnd ;   and, 
vhile  we  are  engaged  in  making  those  laws,  it 
ii  fit  and  proper  that  they  ahoolo  know,  if  they 
hsTe  any  wish  to  know,  how  each  man  votes 

00  eroiy  law.  Bnt  tioB  principle  does  not  v^ 
ply  to  onr  acts  wbea  merely  qtpoinUa^  on  in- 
A-nment  to  farther  and  facilitate  the  discharge 
of  onr  legislative  daty.  That  Is  a  matter  of 
oor^  and  of  onrs  alone,  Tbe  gentleman  from 
Eent&ckj  teUs  as,  that  the  Sp^er  has  great 
and  extensive  patronage,  ana  that,  therefore, 
tlie  BMtioa  have  a  concent  in  knowing  how 
creiy  man  votes  in  giving  bim  bis  iqipoint- 
HKnt.  Sir,  he  has  no  patronage  at  alL  what- 
crer  he  eqjoys  in  that  way,  he  exercises  by 
the  eonrte^  of  Hob  Honse  and  on  no  other 
groimda.  U  is  very  tme  that  he  appoints  the 
Staodiog  and  Select  Committees  of  tlie  Honse ; 
bnt  t^  what  right?  Under  a  role  of  the 
Honse.  Bnt  who  made  that  mlel  We  have 
made  it  and  can  repeal  it  at  pleasure.  What 
does  the  langnage  of  the  mle  itself  say  f  That 
he  ihall  appoint  those  committees  nntil  other- 
wias  ordered  by  the  Honse.  He  is  the  creature 
of  this  Honse,  and  holds  his  existence  by  its 
breath,  and  can  be  annlbilated  at  its  pleasure. 

1  say,  then,  that,  as  wa  elect  a  Speaker  merely 
for  the  benefit  of  the  Honae  itself,  that  It  may 
thereby  be  enabled  with  mote  ease  and  order 
to  diiatarge  its  dnty,  we  are  not  respon^ble  to 
the  pe<^l&  whether  we  make  A  or  B  onr  in- 
Ammcnt  for  that  purpose.  When  we  vote 
npmi  a  law,  we  are  responsible,  and  the  people 
hive  a  ri^t  to  know  who  voted  for  and  who 
voted  agamst  it ;  bnt  whether  we  pnt  A  or  B 
in  onr  chair,  is  a  matter  of  oars,  and  not  of 
theirs.  The  only  object  in  reqniring  a  slcUfol 
and  experienced  inoividaal  in  that  impori^ant 
aution,  is,  that  the  Honse  may  thereby  come 
to  right  remits  with  greater  speed  and  certainty 
thao  wonld  be  possible  in  any  other  way. 
Vhen  that  point  is  accomplished  oar  daty  is 
perftmied. 

KoiTDAT,  Jannarj  10. 
Ovaiberland  Boad, 
Cia  Honse  then  went  into  Committee  of 


the  Whole  and  proceeded  to  consider  the  bill 
for  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Comber- 
land  road — ate  amendment  offered  by  ICr, 
BnoHuiiJi  being  nnder  consideration. 

Ifr.  BDOOAJiAir  said  that  the  bill  and  the 
amendment  now  before  the  committee  presented 
a  subject  for  discnssion  of  the  deepest  interest 
to  the  American  people.  It  is  not  a  question 
(s^d  Ur.  B.)  whether  we  sball  keep  tbe  road 
in  repur  by  annnal  ^propriations ;  nor  whether 
we  snail  expend  other  millions  in  conatrocting 
other  Oomberland  roads ;  these  woold  be  com- 
paratively nnimportant;  bnt  it  is  a  qaestion, 
npon  the  determmation  of  which,  in  my  bnmble 
Jndgment,  depends  the  continaed  existence  of 
the  Federal  constitntion,  in  any  thing  like  its 
native  parity.  Let  it  once  be  established  that 
the  Federal  Government  can  enter  the  dominion 
of  the  Btatea;  Interfere  with  their  domestio 
concerns ;  erect  toll-gates  over  all  the  military, 
commercial  and  post  roads,  within  their  terri- 
tories, and  define  and  pnnisb,  by  laws  of  Con- 
gress, in  the  oonrts  of  tbe  United  States,  offences 
committed  npon  these  roads;  and  the  barriers, 
wbich  were  erected  by  oor  ancestors  with  so 
mnch  care,  between  Federal  and  State  power, 
are  entirely  prostrated.  This  single  act  wonld. 
In  itself^  be  a  longer  stride  towards  consolida- 
tion than  tbe  Federal  Government  have  ever 
made ;  and  it  would  be  a  precedent  for  estab- 
lishing a  constmction  for  the  Federal  constitu- 
tion so  vagne,  and  so  indefinite,  that  It  might 
be  made  to  mean  any  thing,  or  nothing. 

It  is  not  my  purpose,  npon  the  present  occa- 
sion, again  to  agitata  the  questions  wbich  have 
so  often  been  discussed  in  this  Honse,  as  to  the 
powers  of  Congress  in  regard  to  Interna]  Im- 
provements. For  my  own  part,  I  cheerinlly 
accord  to  the  Federal  Government  the  power  of 
subscribing  slock,  in  companies  incorporated 
by  the  States,  for  the  purpose  of  making  roads 
and  canals;  and  I  entertdnno  doubt  whatever, 
but  that  we  can,  under  the  constitution,  ap- 
propriate the  money  of  onr  constitnenls  directly 
to  uie  constmction  of  Internal  Improvements, 
with  the  consent  of  the  States  thraceh  which 
they  may  pass.  These  powers  I  shaU  ever  be 
willing  to  exercise,  npon  all  proper  occasions. 
But  I  shall  never  be  driven  to  support  any  road 
or  any  canal,  wbich  my  indgment  disapproves, 
by  a  fear  of  the  senseless  clamor  which  is 
always  attempted  to  be  rused  against  members 
npon  this  floor,  as  enemies  to  Internal  Improve- 
ment who  dare  to  vote  against  any  measure 
whidi  the  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canala 
think  proper  to  bring  before  this  Honse.  It 
was  my  intention  to  mscuss  the  power  of  Con- 
nesB  to  pass  tbe  bill,  and  its  policy,  separately. 
Upon  reflection,  I  find  these  auhjects  are  so  in- 
timately blended,  they  cannot  easily  be  sepa- 
rated. I  shall,  therefore,  consider  them  to- 
gether. 

Before,  however,  I  eater  npon  the  snhject,  it 
will  be  necessary  to  present  a  short  historical 
sket^sh  of  the  Cnmberland  road.  It  owes  its 
origin  to  a  compact  between  the  State  of  Ohio 
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and  the  Unitad  SUtea.  In  ISOS,  Oongnaa  pro- 
posed to  the  conTention  which  formed  the  cod- 
■titntion  of  Ohio,  tliat  thej  woald  grant  to  th&t 
St&te  one  section  of  land  in  each  township,  for 
the  use  of  BchoolB ;  tbat  the;  wonld  also  grant 
to  it  Kveral  tracts  of  land  on  which  there  were 
aaJt  springs ;  and  that  five  per  cent,  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  the  fntnre  sales  of  pnblio  lands 
vithin  its  t«rritot7  shoold  be  applied  to  the 
pnrpose  of  making  pnblio  roads,  "leading  from 
the  navigable  waters  emptriog  into  the  Atlan- 
tic to  tbe  Ohio,  to  the  said  State,  and  throng 
the  same."  The  act,  however,  distinctly  de- 
olu^s  that  sncb  roads  shall  be  lud  ont  nnder 
the  tuthoritj  of  Oongreas,  "with  the  consent 
of  tbe  sererd  States  tbrongb  which  the  road 
flhall  pass."  These  terms  were  offered  bj  Oon- 
gress  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  provided  she  woold 
exempt,  bj  an  irrevocable  ordinance,  all  the  land 
which  should  be  sold  by  the  0;^ted  States 
within  her  territory,  from  every  species  of  taxa- 
tion, for  the  space  of  five  years  after  the  day  of 
sale.  This  propoaition  of  Congress  was  accept- 
ed by  the  Stale  of  Ohio ;  and  it  tbna  became 
a  compact,  the  terms  of  which  could  not  be 
chan^  without  the  consent  of  both  the  con- 
tracting parties.  By  tbe  terms  of  tbe  compact, 
this  five  per  cent  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
sales  of  the  pnblic  land  was  applicable  to  two 
objects;  the  first  tbe  conatmction  of  roads 
leadiug  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  State  of  Ohio ; 
and  tbe  second,  the  oonstmction  of  roads  within 
that  Btate.  In  1808,  Gongrasa,  at  the  request 
of  Ohio,  apportioned  this  fiind  between  tiheae 
two  objects.  Three  of  the  five  per  cent,  was 
appropriated  to  the  constmction  of  roads 
within  the  Btate ;  leaving  only  two  per  cent 
applicable  to  roads  leading  from  the  navigable 
waters  of  the  Atlantic  to  it 

In  March,  1600,  Oongress  det«rmined  to  ap- 
ply this  two  per  cent,  fund  to  t^e  object  for 
which  it  was  destined,  and  passed  "AJn  act  to 
regulate  tbe  laying  out  and  making  of  a  road 
ftvm  Onmberland,  in  tbe  State  of  Jfaryland,  to 
tbe  8tat«  of  Ohio,"  Under  the  provisions  of 
tliis  act,  before  tbe  President  could  proceed  to 
cnt  a  single  tree  upon  the  route  of  t£e  road,  it 
was  made  necessary  to  obtun  the  consent  of  the 
States  througb  which  it  passed.  The  Federal 
Government  asked  Maryland,  Pennsylvania,  and 
YirKinia,  for  permission  to  make  it,  and  each 
of  wem  granted  this  privilege  in  the  same 
manner  that  they  would  have  done  to  a  private 
individual,  or  to  a  corporation  created  by  their 
own  laws. 

Oongress,  at  that  day,  assert«d  no  other  right 
than  a  mere  power  to  appropriate  tbe  money  of 
tiieir  constituents  to  the  construction  of  this 
road,  after  the  consent  of  these  States  shonld 
be  obtained.  The  idea  of  a  sovereign  power  in 
this  Government  to  make  the  road,  and  to  ex- 
ercise Jurisdiction  over  It,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
keeping  it  in  repEur,  does  not,  then,  appear  to 
have  ever  entered  tbe  imagination  of  the 
warmest  advocate  for  federal  power.  The 
federaliBm  of  that  day  would  have  shrusk  with 


United  States  to  open  this  road.  It  grants  UiIm 
power  npon  condition  that  the  road  uonld  pass 
throngh  Uoiontown  and  Washington,  if  practi- 
cable. The  grant  was  accepted  npon  this  con- 
dition, and  the  road  was  oonetmcted.  Its 
length  is  one  hnndred  and  thirty  miles,  and  ita 
conatmction  and  repairs  have  oost  the  Uidted 
States  one  million  seven  hnndred  and  sixty-eiz 
thousand  one  hnndred  and  sixty -tdi  dollan  and 
thirty-eipht  cents;  white  the  two  per  cent, 
fund  which  we  had  bonnd  ourselves  to  apply  to 
this  purpose,  amounted,  on  the  SOth  of  Sjxac, 
lesa,  the  date  of  the  last  official  statement 
within  my  knowledge,  only  to  the  earn  of  raie 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  ^onsand  aeven  hun- 
dred and  eighty-six  dollars  and  thirty-one  oenta ; 
less  than  one-ninth  of  the  coat  ot  tbe  road. 
This  road  has  cost  the  United  States  more  than 
tbirteen  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars  per  mile. 
This  extravagant  expenditure  shows,  concln- 
sively,  that  it  Is  much  more  politic  fbr  ns  to  en- 
list individual  interest  in  tbe  cause  of  Internal 
Improvement,  by  subscribing  stock,  than  to 
becomeourselvessole proprietors.  AnyGovem- 
inent,  unless  nnder  extraordinary  eironmst«iiceL 
will  pay  one-third  more  for  constructing  a  road 
or  canal,  than  wonld  he  expended  by  indiTidnals 
In  accomplishing  the  same  object 

I  shall  now  proceed  to  the  argument.  Upon 
a  review  of  this  brief  history,  what  is  the  con- 
clusion at  which  we  must  arrive  t  That  this 
road  was  made  by  the  United  States,  aa  a  mere 
proprietor,  to  carry  into  effect  a  contract  with 
the  State  of  Ohio,  aud  not  aa  a  soverdgn.  In 
its  constmction,  the  Federal  Government  pro- 
ceeded as  any  corporation  or  private  individual 
would  have  done.  We  asked  the  Stales  for 
permianon  to  make  the  road  throngh  the  terri- 
tories over  which  tbeir  aovereign  authority  ex- 
tended. After  that  permisnon  had'  been  ob- 
tained, we  appropriated  the  money,  and  con- 
structed tbe  road.  The  State  of  Pennsylvania 
even  annexed  a  condition  to  her  grant,  witli 
which  the  United  States  complied.  She  also 
conferred  npon  the  agents  of  tbe  United  States 
the  power  of  taking  materiab  for  the  oonstmo- 
tlon  and  repair  of  this  road,  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  owner,  making  a  Just  compensation 
therefor.  This  compensation  was  to  oe  aacer- 
tained  under  the  laws  of  the  StAte,  and  not 
nnder  those  of  the  Umted  States.  The  mode 
of  proceeding  to  assess  damages  in  snoh  cases 
against  the  United  States  was  precisely  the 
same  as  it  is  agunst  corporatdons,  created  hy 
her  own  lawa,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing 

What,  then,  does  this  precedent  eetahliaht 
Simply,  that  the  United  States  may  appropriate 
money  for  the  constniction  of  a  road  Uirongh 
tbe  territories  of  a  State,  with  its  oonaent;  and 
I  do  not  entertain  the  least  donht  bat  that  we 
poaaeaa  thia  power.    What  does  the  jveeest  tull 
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mopoMt  To  change  the  ohBraotor  which  the 
UDil«d  States  hu  hitherto  sastained,  in  rektlon 
to  this  road,  from  that  of  a  rimple  proprietor  to 
a  sorereiga.  To  declare  to  the  nation,  that, 
aJtboDgh  tbej  had  to  aak  the  States  of  Uaryand, 
Pennajlrania,  and  Yirginia,  for  pennisdon  to 
make  the  road,  now,  after  it  ia  completed,  thaj 
will  ezerciM  jarisdiction  over  it,  and  collect 
tolls  npon  it,  onder  the  atithorit)r  of  their  own 
lawa,  for  ^e  purpose  of  keeping  it  in  repur. 
We  win  not  uk  the  States  to  erect  toll  gates 
tor  ns.  We  are  detenoined  to  exercise  that 
power  ourselves.  The  Federal  Ooremmeiit 
Gnt  introduced  itself  into  the  States  ee  a  friend, 
bj  permisuon  ;  it  now  wishes  to  hold  posses- 
don  as  a  soTereign,  b;"  power. 

This  road  was  made  in  the  manner  that  one 
titdepaident  sorereign  would  constmot  a  road 
throngh  the  territories  of  another.  Had  Yir- 
liniabeen  a  partf  to  the  compact  with  Ohio, 
uutcad  of  the  United  States,  she  would  have 
(sked  the  permission  of  Marjland  and  Pennsy  1- 
Tsoia  to  constmct  the  CamberlEud  road  through 
their  territories,  and  it  woold  have  been 
gnnted.  Bnt  what  would  have  been  oar 
Monishment,  after  this  permission,  had  Yir- 
^nia  attempted  to  assame  Jorisdiotioa  over  the 
ntd  in  Pennsylvania,  to  erect  toll  gates  upon 
tt  under  the  authority  of  her  own  laws,  ana  to 
punish  pffendera  against  these  laws  in  her  own 
courts.  Yet  the  two  cases  are  nearly  parallel. 
The  right  to  demand  toll,  and  to  stop  and 


K  osiddered  amongst  civilized  nations.    The 
power  to  erect  toll  gates  necessarily  implies, 
ItL  The  stoppage  of  the  i>asseneer  nntil  he  shall 
M7  the  toD.    So.  His  trial  and  ponlshment,  if 
ne  should,  either  hy  force  or  by  fraud,  evade, 
or  attempt  to  evade,  its  payment.    8,  A  discre- 
tioury  power  as  to  the  amoimt  of  toll.    4th. 
Ilietnaland  pnnishment  of  persons  who  may 
wflMly  iojnre  the  road,  or  violate  the  police 
MaUiibed  npon  it    These  powers  are  neces- 
Mrily  ImpUeo.    Without  the  eiercise  of  them, 
70a  eonld  not  proceed  with  safety  to  collect 
tbe  ton  for  a  single  day.    Other  powers  will 
soon  be  eiercieed.    S  yon  compel  passengers 
to  pay  toll,  the  power  of  protecting  them  whilst 
travelling  along  your  road  is  almost  a  necessary 
Inddent.    The  sovereign,  who  receives  the  toll, 
oo^t  naturally  to  possess  the  power  of  protect- 
ing bim  who  ^ys  it.    To  vest  the  power  of 
dwiandinff  toll  m  one  sovereign,  and  tbe  pro- 
teetion  of  the  traveller's  person  in  anouer. 
wonU  be  tdmost  an  absordity.    The  Federal 
OoTMiiment  wonld  probably,  ere  long,  exercise 
the  power  of  trying  and  punishing  mnrders  and 
robberie*,  and  all  other  offences  committed 
anon  the  road.     To  what  Jarisdiction  wonld 
tbe  trial  and   pnnishment  of  these  offences 
neoeeaorily  belong!     To   the    conrts  of  the 
United  States,  and  to  them  alone.    In  Ohio, 
in  New  York,  in  Yirginia,  and  in  Maryland,  it 
has  been  determined  that  State  courts,  even 
if  Congren  should  confer  it,  have  no  inrisdio- 


tion  over  any  penal  action  or  criminal  offence, 
against  the  laws  of  the  United  States. 

Even  if  theee  dedsions  were  incorrect,  still  It 
has  never  been  seriously  contended  that  State 
conrts  were  bound  to  ti^e  jurisdiction  in  such 
casee.  It  mnst  be  admitted  by  all  that  Con- 
gress have  not  the  power  to  compel  an  execu- 
tion of  their  crimmal  or  penal  laws  by  tbe 
conrts  of  tbe  States.  This  is  sufficient  for  my 
argamenL  Even  if  the  power  existed,  in  State 
courts,  they  never  ought,  nuless  upon  extraordi- 
nary occauons,  to  t^  and  to  pnniah  offences 
committed  ogamst  the  United  States.  The  peace 
and  the  harmony  of  the  people  of  this  oountry 
require  that  the  powers  of  the  two  Oovem- 
menls  shonld  never  be  blended.  The  lUviding 
line  between  their  separate  juriadiotions  should 
be  clearly  marked;  otherwise  dongerons  colli- 
tions  between  them  most  be  the  inevitable  con- 
sequence. In  two  of  the  States,  throngh  which 
this  road  posses,  it  has  already  been  determined 
that  their  conrts  cannot  take  iurisdlctioQ  over 
o&bnces  committed  a^nst  toe  laws  of  Con- 
gress. What,  then,  is  the  inevitable  conse- 
quence? All  the  penal  enactments  of  this  bill, 
or  of  the  fhtnre  bills  which  it  will  become 
neoessaiy  to  pass  to  supply  its  defects,  must  be 
carried  into  execution  by  the  Federal  courts. 
Any  dtizen  of  the  United  States,  charged  with 
the  most  trifling  offence  agunst  the  police  of 
this  road,  mnst  be  dragged  for  trial  to  tlie 
Federal  court  of  tiiat  State  within  whose  juris- 
diction it  is  alleged  to  have  been  committed. 
If  committed  in  Koryland,  the  trial  must  take 

Elace  in  Baltimore;  if  in  Pennsylvania,  at  Pitts- 
uiv;  and  if  in  Virginia,  at  Olarksbui^. 
The  distance  of  one  hundred  or  two  hnndred 
miles,  which  he  wonld  be  compelled  to  travel 
to  take  his  trial,  and  the  expenses  which  be 
must  necessarily  incur,  woulo,  in  themselves, 
be  a  severe  punishment  for  a  more  aggravated 
offence.  Beside^  the  people  of  the  neighbor- 
hood would  be  harassed  in  attending  as  wit- 
nesses at  such  a  great  distance  from  their  places 
of  abode.  These,  and  many  other  inconve- 
niences, which  I  shall  not  enumerate,  would 
soon  compel  Oongressto  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  justioes  of  the  peace,  or  some  omer  in- 
ferior tribunals,  along  uie  whole  extent  of  the 
Cumberland  road. 

Can  any  man  lay  his  hand  upon  his  heart  and 
say  that,  in  his  conscienoe,  he  believes  the 
Federal  constitution  ever  intended  to  bestow 
such  powers  on  Congress!  The  great  divisions 
of  power,  dietinctljr  marked  in  that  instrument, 
are  external  and  mtornaL  The  first  are  con- 
ferred upon  the  Gleneral  Government— the  last, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  and  those  distinctly 
defined,  remain  in  possession  of  the  States.  It 
iver — never  was  intended  that  thq  vast  and 
ighty  maohinery  of  this  Government  should 
be  introduced  into  the  domestio,  the  local,  the 
interior  concerns  of  the  States,  or  that  it  should 
spend  its  power  in  collecting  toll  at  a  turnpike 
gato.  I  have  not  been  presentitu*  possible  caset 
the  committee.    I  have  couoned  myself  to 
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what  moBt  be  the  neceesarr  effects  of  the  paa- 
Boge  of  the  bill  now  before  ns.  By  what  an- 
thority  is  soch  a  tremendonB  power  claimed ) 
That  it  is  not  expressly  given  oj  the  conatitn- 
tion,  is  certain.  If  it  eiietB  at  all,  it  most, 
therefore,  be  inoidantal  to  some  ez^reas  power ; 
and,  in  tJie  langaage  of  the  oonatitntioD,  "  be 
necessary  and  pif^r  for  carrying  that  power 
into  exeontion.  From  the  \atj  natnre  of  in- 
oidental  power,  it  cannot  transcend  the  Hpeciflo 
power  which  calls  It  tnto  existence.  The 
Btream  cannot  flow  higher  than  its  faniitain. 
This  principle  applies,  with  peculiar  force,  to 
the  ooDstrnction  of  the  coDBtitntioo.    For  the 


yon  nught  exercise  another  power,  greater  and 
more  dangerons  than  that  eipreMly  giTen. 
The  means  most  be  aabordinate  to  the  end. 
Were  any  other  coDBtmctioa  to  prevail,  this 
GoTemment  wonld  no  longer  be  one  of  UJnited 
powers. 

The  present  case  affords  a  striking  and  forcible 
illostraljon  of  tbis  principle.  Let  it  be  granted 
that  ^OQ  have  a  right,  as  proprietor,  by  the 
permission  of  the  States,  to  makearoad  through 
their  territories,  o^  it  erer  follow,  as  an  inci- 
dent to  this  mere  power  of  appropriating  the 
public  money,  that  yon  may  exercise  Jnnsdio- 
Qon  over  thu  ve^  road,  as  a  sovereign  1  If 
yon  could,  the  incident  is  as  much  greater  than 
the  principle,  as  sovereign  u  saperiorto  individ- 
ual power.  It  doee  foQow  that  you  can  keep 
the  road  in  repair,  by  appropriations,  in  the 
same  manner  th&t  yon  have  made  it:  but  this 
is  the  utmost  limit  of  yonr  power.  What,  sir  1 
Exolnsive  jurisdiction  over  the  road,  for  its 
preservation,  and  for  the  pnnishmeat  of  all 
offenders  who  travel  upon  it,  and  that  as  an  in- 
ddent  to  the  mere  power  of  expending  your 
money  upon  its  oonstruotitm  I    The  idea  is  ab- 

Dnder  the  ppwer  given  to  Oongreas  "  to  es- 
tablish post  Offices  and  post  road^"  the  Federal 
Government  possess  the  undoubted  right  of 
converting  any  road  already  oonstmcted,  with- 
in any  State  of  this  Union,  into  a  post  rood. 
Let  it  also  be  granted,  for  the  sake  of  the  argu- 
ment, that  they  posseas  the  power,  independ- 
ently of  the  will  of  the  States,  to  construct  as 
many  post  roads  throughout  the  Union  as  they 
think  proper,  and  to  keep  them  in  repair ;  does 
it  follow  that  they  can  establish  toll  gates  upon 
such  roads  t  Cert^nly  not.  What  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  power  conferred  upon  Oongreas !  It 
is  a  mere  right  to  carry  and  protect  the  inaiL 
It  is  confined  to  a  single  purpose — to  t^e 
transportation  of  the  mail,  and  the  punishment 
of  offences  which  violate  that  right  This  is 
the  sole  object  of  the  power — the  sole  purpose 
for  which  it  was  called  into  existence.  Over 
some  post  roada,  the  m^  is  carried  onoepei 
day ;  and  over  others  once  per  week .  'With 
what  justice  can  it  be  contended  that  this  right 
of  passage  for  a  single  purpose — this  occasional 
use  of  the  roads  within  the  different  States  for 


post  roads — vesta  in  Coop^aa  the  power  id 
dosing  np  these  roads  agunst  all  the  oitimu 
of  those  States,  at  all  times,  nntil  they  have 
paid  such  a  toll  as  we  may  think  proper  to  im- 
pose. Let  me  present  the  naked  argmnent  of 
gentlemen  before  their  own  eyes.  Cougrta 
have  the  right,  nnder  the  oonstitatiou,  "Id  es- 
tablish post  offices  and  post  roads."  As  u 
incident  they  possess  the  power  of  constructiDg 
post  roads.  As  another  mcident  to  this  right 
of  passage  for  a  single  purpose  they  possets  tb« 
power  to  assume  junadiction  over  all  post 
roads  in  the  different  States,  and  prevent  mj 
persons  from  passing  over  them,  nnlen  cpoe 
-snch  terms  as  tliey  may  prceoribe.  This  wooM, 
indeed,  be  oonatmction  constmed.  I  would 
ask  the  gentleman  from  'Vlrgiiua,  (Mr.  Hncn,) 
to  furnish  the  committee  with  an  auBverti) 
this  aigament.  If  I  were  to  grant  to  that  gen- 
tleman a  right  of  passage,  for  a  particular  pa- 
pose  only,  over  a  road  which  belonged  to  mcv 
what  would  be  my  surprise  and  in^gustion, 
were  he  to  shut  it  up,  by  the  ereotdon  of  t(A 
gates,  and  nrohibit  me  trom  passiDg  vnlus  I 
paid  him  toll. 

Should  Congress  act  upon  the  piecedent 
which  the  passage  of  this  bill  would  eslsUish, 
it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  dangers  vbich 
must  follow,  to  the  States  and  to  the  vtopk  of 
this  country.  Ufun  this  brandi  of  Uie  quo- 
tion,  permit  me  to  quote  the  language  of  Mr, 
Monroe,  in  bis  celebrated  Uessage  of  May,  18!!, 
denying  the  constitntional  power  of  Ceignfl 
to  erect  toll  gat«s  on  the  Cumberland  road: 
"  I^  said  he,  the  United  States  possened  th« 
power  contended  for  under  this  grant,  ai^t 
they  not,  in  adopting  the  roads  of  the  individnil 
States  for  the  earring  of  the  m^l,  as  h»  bMD 
done,  assume  Jurisdiction  over  them,  and  pra- 
elude  B  right  to  interfere  with,  or  alter  Ihtml 
Might  they  not  establish  tnmpikes,  and  ettt- 
eise  all  the  other  acts  of  sovereignty  show 
Btat«d,  over  snch  roads,  necessary  to  protc^ 
them  from  iqjury,  and  defray  the  expeaM  d 
repuring  them  I  Burely,  if  the  liitht  eiisl^ 
these  consequences  necmsarily  fbUowad,  h 
soon  as  the  road  was  established.  The  ab- 
surdity of  such  a  pretension  most  be  appsraxt 
to  all  who  examine  it.  In  this  way,  s!^ 
portion  of  the  territory  of  every  State  might  be 
taken  from  it :  for  there  is  scarcely  a  roai  m 
any  State  which  will  not  be  used  for  the  trans- 
portation of  the  mwL  A  new  field  for  li^sli- 
tion  and  internal  government  wonld  thus  » 
opened,"  Arguments  of  the  same  natnre  wonw 
apply  with  equal,  if  not  with  greater  fi'"*'^ 
those  roads  which  might  be  used  by  the  Unittii 
States  for  the  transportation  of  military  storey 
or  as  the  medium  of  oommeroe  between  the 
different  States.  I  shall  not  now  enlarge  n|wn 
this  branch  of  the  subject,  believing  it,  as  I  do, 
to  be  wholly  unnecessary.  .  , 

There  is  another  view  of  tins  subjed,  wliKfc 
I  deem  to  be  conclusive.  The  OonstitoliMrt 
the  United  States  provides  that  "OongrMsdi*" 
hare  power  to  exercise  exdurive  l^iaiatoa  m 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  GONOBESa 


Juiuar,  ISSS.] 


tQ  c*seB  whatsoever,  over  sach  district  (not 
BTweding  t«D  miles  sqoare)  w  toKj,  bj  oaBmon 
(rfptrticiilsr  Ststee,  and  the  acceptsoce  of  Oon- 
peas,  lieoome  the  seat  of  the  OoTenuaent  of 
the  United  Statm,  and  to  exercise  the  like  aa- 
tbontj  over  all  pUcM  porohased  bj-  the  oon- 
MOt  of  the  Legialatnre  of  the  State  in  which 
the  nine  shall  be,  for  the  ereotiDn  of  fort«, 
maguineB,  anenslH,  doakyards,  and  other 
needfbl  biuldings."  This  is  the  only  clause  in 
the  cooatibition  which  authorises  the  Federal 
Govenunoit  to  aoquire  jorisdiotion  over  an; 
ftaHaa  of  the  territory  of  the  State* ;  and  thia 
paver  is  exprcady  oonflned  to  sach  forts, 
nugannee,  arsenals,  dookyards,  and  other  need- 
fat  boildingB,  ss  the  Stotea  maj  coiulder  neow- 
W7  for  the  defbnoe  of  the  oonn^.  Yon  will 
thai,  BT,  perceive,  with  what  jealonHy  our  an- 
Boton  eonferred  jarisdiction  npon  this  Qoveni' 
meat — even  over  anch  places  as  were  absolute- 
ly TteoMsar?  for  the  exercise  of  the  power  of 
WW.  This  power — which  is  the  power  of  self- 
defoooe— of  self-preservation — the  power  given 
to  this  Government  of  wielding  the  whole 
phfncal  fmtM  of  the  oounby,  for  the  preserva- 
tion of  ita  axistuioe  and  Ita  liberties— does  not 
toatatttj  bnplledjnrisdiotion  over  the  anuUeat 
pwtkn  <^  territoiy.    An  express  anthoritj  is 

S'na  to  aoqidre  jnrisdtotion,  fbr  miUtarj  and 
r  Bsvsl  pnrpoee&  and  for  them  alone,  with 
Ibe  oaosent  of  the  States,  Unless  that  consent 
hu  been  first  obt^ned,  the  vast  power  of  war 
coofm  no  incidental  JnriBdietion,  even  over  the 
cuntHi  in  jooT  national  fortifications.  How, 
tb«ii,  can  it  be  contended,  with  the  least  hope 
of  saxtu,  that  the  same  oonstitation,  which 
tlrna  eipreMl;  limits  onr  power  of  aoqniring 
jnrii^etion,  to  particnlar  spots,  neoessorj  for 
tbepoipoce  of  national  defbnoe,  ahonld,  by  im- 
piicslion,  as  sn  incident  to  the  power  to  estab- 
M  post  offices  and  post  roads,  anthorhte  ns 
te  MKDne  jniisdiction  over  a  road  one  hundred 
■id  llurtj  miles  in  length,  and  over  all  the 
aim  post  Foadfl  in  the  coonby.  If  this  oon- 
itnubon  be  correct,  all  tha  limitations  npon 
Federal  power  contained  in  the  constitDtion, 
m  idle  and  vain.  There  is  no  power  which 
tbii  Govemmeot  shall  ever  wish  to  nsnrp, 
which  ixiinot,  bj  ingennity,  be  found  Inrking 
in  KHDe  of  the  express  powers  granted  hy  the 
mnititotion.  In  mj  hmnble  judgment,  the 
■'Tunmt  in  fkvor  of  the  constmctive  power  to 
pM  the  sedition  law  is  mnch  more  plaosiUe 
thu  toy  which  can  be  ni^ed  hy  the  advocates 
cf  this  bill,  in  favor  of  ita  passage.  I  beg 
milaaei  to  reflect,  before  t^ej  vote  in  its 
ator. 

I  thank  the  gentlonan  from  Ohio,  (Ur.  Tasob,) 
K»  hivins  reminded  me  of  the  resolution  passed 
fij  the  CegTslstnre  of  Pennsjlvania,  at  their 
wt  sewon,  which  authorizes  the  Federal  Gov- 


«U«ctioa  of  tolls,  snd,  generallj-,  to  do  and 
perform  aaj  and  every  other  act  and  thing 
which  nay  be  deemed  neoeasary  to  ensnre  the 


permanent  repair  and  preHervallon  of  the  said 

I  feel  the  most  unfeigned  respect  for  the 
Legielature  of  my  native  State.  Their  deliber- 
ate opinion,  npon  any  snl^eot,  will  always  have 
a  powerAil  inauenee  over  my  Judgment.  It  is 
^rly  entitled  to  as  much  consideration  as  the 
opinion  of  thia  or  any  other  legislative  body  in 
the  Union.  This  resolution,  however,  was 
adopted,  as  I  have  been  informed,  without 
mnoh  deliberation  and  withont  debate.  It 
owea  its  passage  to  the  anxious  deoire  which 
that  body  fM  to  preserve  the  Onmberland  road 
fWmL  min.     The  oonstitntional  qneation  was 


solemnly  believe  they  woold  have  been  the  last 
in  the  Union  to  sanction  the  assumption,  by 
thia  Government,  of  a  Jurisdiction  so  nitra- 
feder^  In  ite  nature,  and  so  well  calculated  to 
destroy  the  rights  of  the  States, 

But  this  resolution  can  have  no  inflneooe 
npon  the  ireeent  ^scnssion.  The  people  of  the 
State  of  Pennsylvania  never  confeired  n^n 
their  Legislatnre  the  power  to  cede  jnrisdiction 
over  any  portion  of  their  territory  to  the  United 
States,  or  to  any  other  sovereign.  If  the  Legis- 
laturee  of  the  different  States  ooold  exerdse 
such  a  power,  the  road  to  consolidation  would 
be  direct.  If  they  can  cede  Jurisdiction  to  this 
Government  over  any  portion  of  their  territo- 
ries, they  can  cede  the  vhple,  and  thus  alto- 
gether destroy  the  Federal  system. 

Even  if  the  States  possess  the  power  to  cede, 
the  United  States  have  no  power  to  accept  such 
ceedons.  Their  authority  to  accept  ceaaions  of 
Jurisdiction  is  confined  to  places  "  for  the  erec- 
tion of  torts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards, 
and  other  needful  bnildings."  Mr.  Uonroe  in 
the  Message  to  which  I  have  already  referred, 
declares  ms  opinion,  "that  Congress  do  not 
possess  this  power ;  that  the  States,  individnal- 
ty,  cannot  grant  it ;  for,  althongh  they  may 
assent  to  t^e  appropriation  of  money,  within 
their  limite,  for  snch  purposes,  they  can  grant 
no  power  of  Juriedietion,  or  sovereignty,  by 
speoial  compacts  with  the  United  States." 

I  think  it  is  thus  rendered  abundantly  clear, 
that,  if  Ooneress  do  not  possess  the  power, 
under  the  Federal  conatitntion,  to  pass  this  bill, 
the  States  throngh  which  the  road  passes  osn- 
not  confer  it  npon  than.  I  feel  convinced  that 
even  the  genUeman  who  reported  this  bill  (Mr. 
Mkbobb)  will  not  contend  that  the  resolution  of 
the  L«^atnre  of  Penuaylvania  oonld  bestow 
any  Jurisdiction  upon  this  Government  I  am 
Justified  in  this  inference,  because  that  resolu- 
tion is,  in  its  nature,  conditional,  and  reqnirea 
that  the  amount  of  tolls  collected  in  Pennsyl- 
vania shall  be  applied,  exclusively,  to  the  repair 
of  the  road  within  that  State  ;  and  the  present 
bill  contains  no  proriiion  to  carry  this  condition 
into  effect  The  gentleman  cannot  therefore, 
derive  his  authcvity  to  pass  this  bill  from  a 
grant,  the  proriaions  of  which  he  has  disre- 
garded. 
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This  qnestioa  baa  slreodj  been  settled,  so  far 
as  &  Bolemn  legislative  preoedent  can  settle  anv 
qnestioii.  Daring  the  Bssuon  of  1821-'2,  a  bill, 
euaUar  in  its  proTisionB  to  tlie  one  now  before 
the  committee,  paaeed  both  Honaee  of  Oongrees. 
The  vote,  on  its  passage  in  this  Honse,  was 
eightf-seven  b  the  affimative,  and  eix^-eight 
In  the  negative.  Hr.  Monrots  then  Praudeot 
of  the  United  States,  retamed  this  bill  to  the 
House  of  BepreaentatiTee,  with  his  objeotiona. 
So  powerftd,  and  so  oonyinclng,  were  hts  argu- 
ments, that,  upon  its  reoonnderation,  bnt  uzty- 
eight  members  voted  in  the  affirmative,  whilst 
8event;-two  voted  in  the  negative.  Thus,  sir, 
yon  perceive,  that  thia  House  have  alreadj 
eolenmly  declared,  in  aooordAnce  with  the  de- 
liberate opinion  of  the  late  Preaidentof  the 
United  Statea,  that  Oongreoa  do  not  powees  the 
powei  to  erect  toll  gates  npon  the  Cmmbarland 
road.  That  distiogiuBhed  individual  was  the 
last  of  the  race  of  KevolnUonarjr  Presidents, 
and,  from  the  sonndness  of  his  judgment,  and 
the  elevated  stations  which  he  has  oocapied, 
his  opinion  is  entitled  to  the  utmost  req>eot. 
He  was  an  actor  in  manjr  of  the  politioal  aceuea 
of  thatdaj  when  the  oonatitDtion  waa  framed, 
and  when  it  went  into  operation,  nnder  the 
aospioes  of  Washington— '' all  which  hcLsaw, 
and  part  of  which  he  was."  He  la,  theiefbre, 
one  of  the  few  anrviving  atateemen,  who,  &om 
aotnal  Imowledge,  can  mfonn  the  present  gen- 
eration what  wwe  the  opinions  of  the  past. 
The  Bolemnity  and  the  abilitj  with  which  he 
has  retdeted  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  Oon- 
greas  to  pass  this  bill  prove,  oonolnaivelj,  the 
great  importanoe  which  he  attached  to  the 
sn^eot. 

DDring  that  aeadon,  which  was  the  first  J 
htd  the  honor  of  a  seat  in  this  Honse,  I  voted 
fbr  the  pasnge  of  that  blU.  I  had  not  reflected 
imon  the  oonstitntional  qoeetioaj  and  I  wu  an 
advooate  of  the  ptdicy  of  keeping  the  road  in 
repair  by  eoUeohng  tolls  from  those  who 
travelled  upon  it.  After  I  read  the  constita- 
tional  objections  of  Kr.  Uonroe.  mj  opinion 
was  changed,  and  I  have  ever  since  been  en- 
deavoring, npon  all  proper  ocoaaions,  to  atone 
fbr  my  vote,  by  advocating  a  cession  of  the 
road  to  the  respective  Btatea  throngh  which  it 
paasea,  tbst  they  may  erect  toll  gat«a  npon  it 
and  keep  it  in  repur.  There  was  a  time  in 
the  history  of  this  coantry — I  refer  to  the  days 
at  the  first  President  of  the  United  Btatea— 
when  this  Government  waa  feeble,  and  when, 
iu  addition  to  its  own  powers,  the  weight  of 
his  personal  oluneter  was  neoeeaary  Urly  to  pat 
it  in  motion.  Jealousy  of  Federal  vowtr  was 
then  the  order  of  the  day.  The  gall  of  consoli- 
dation then  yawned  befbre  the  imagination  of 
many  of  our  wisest  and  beat  patriots,  ready  to 
awallow  np  the  rights  of  the  Statea  and  the 
liberties  of  the  people.  In  those  days,  this  vast 
machine  had  scarcely  got  into  regidar  motion. 
Its  power  and  its  patronage  were  then  in  their 
infiuoy,  and  there  was,  perhsfia,  more  danger 
that  the  Jealousy  of  the  States  should  destroy 


Gtovemment  are  greaUy  to  be  preferred  to  the 
offloes  which  the  Btatea  can  Ingtow.  Jealonsy 
of  Federal  power — not  of  a  narrow  and  mean 
character,  bnt  a  watohAil  and  nnoompromidng 
Jealousy — is  now  the  dictate  of  the  eonndeet 
patriotism.  The  General  Govemmeot  pooeeosea 
the  exclimve  right  to  impose  duties  npon  im- 
ports— by  far  the  most  prodnotive  and  the 
most  popolar  eonroe  of  revenue.  United  and 
powerfiu  efforts  ere  now  making  to  destroy  the 
revenue  which  the  States  derive  from  aaus  at 
auction.    This  Government  is  now  asked  to  in- 


the  efficiency  of  the  Federal  Government,  than 
that  it  should  crash  their  power.  Times  have 
changed.  The  days  c^  its  feebleness  and  of 
childhood  have  passed  away.  It  is  now  a  giant 
— a  BriareoB  —  Btretchiog  forth  its  hundred 
arms,  dispensing  its  patronage,  and  increasing 
its  power  over  eveir  portion  of  the  Union. 
What  pabonage  and  what  power  have  the 
States  to  oppose  to  this  increasing  inflaeooel 
Qlanoe  yonr  eye  over  the  extent  of  the  Union ; 
compare  State  offices  with  those  of  the  Uuted 
States;  and  whether  avarice  or  ambitum  be 
consulted,  those  which  belong  to  the  Q«ner«l 


terpoee  its  power  between  tlie  buyer 
ana  pat  down  public  sales  at  merohsndise  witn- 
in  the  different  BtAtes— «  suljeot,  hesvtofbre, 
believed  to  be  witliin  the  exclusive  Jniisdiotitni 
of  the  State  sovereignties.  Whilst  the  Federal 
Government  has  been  advancing  with  rapid 
stridea,  the  people  of  the  States  have  seldom 
been  awakened  to  a  sense  of  their  danger. 
In  the  late  politioal  stm^gla  they  were  aronaed, 
and  they  nobly  maintamed  their  own  ri^ts. 
Thi^  I  trnst,  will  always  be  the  case  herufter. 
Thank  Heaven  1  whilst  the  people  oontinDe 
true  to  themselves,  the  constitution  contains 
within  itself  those  principles  which  mnst  ever 
preserve  it.  From  its  very  nstore — from  a 
oifferance  of  opiaion  as  to  the  oonatmctive 
powera  which  mav  be  neoeesary  and  proper  to 
carry  those  whion  are  enumerated  into  effect 
— it  mnst  ever  oall  into  existence  two  parties, 
the  one  Jeaions  of  Federal,  the  other  ta  Stale 
power ;  the  one  anxious  to  extend  Federal  in- 
fluence, the  other  wedded  to  State  rights:  the 
one  desiiona  to  limit,  the  other  to  extend,  the 
power  and  the  patronage  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, In  the  intermediate  space  there  will 
l>e  much  debatable  ground ;  bnt  a  gtmeral  out- 
line will  still  remun,  sufficiently  distinct  to 
mark  the  division  between  the  political  parties 
which  have  divided,  and  which  will  probably 
oontdnue  to  divide,  uie  petals  of  this  oooatry. 
Jealonsy  of  Federu  pow^  had  long  been  alnm- 
b»4ng.  The  vtdce  of  Yirg^ia,  aonsding  the 
alarm,  baa  at  length  awakened  eevsal  of  her 
sister  States ;  ana,  although  they  believe  her  to 
ho  too  atiiot  in  lier  construction  of  the  consti- 
tution and  her  doctrines  concerning  Stats 
rights,  yet,  they  are  now  willing  to  do  Justice 
to  the  steadiness  and  patriotism  of  her  political 
oharacter.  She  has  kept  alive  a  wholesome 
jealonn  of  Federal  power. 
If^  then,  there  be  a  part7  in  this  eoanttr 
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tkaHj  to  the  rights  of  the  Btstee  and  of  the 
ptople,  I  call  upon  tbem  to  oppose  the  pava^ 
of  thia  bllL  Btaoald  it  become  &  law,  it  will 
MttbUflh  a  precedent,  under  the  anthoritj  of 
which  the  sovereign  power  of  this  Qovemment 
em  be  bronght  home  into  the  domeatio  oon- 
Mnu  of  every  State  in  the  Union.  We  maj 
then  tike  nnder  onr  own  jorisdiction  every  road 
over  wliich  the  mail  is  carried,  every  road  over 
which  oar  soldiers  and  warlike  munitions  may 
ptsi,  and  every  road  nsed  for  the  pnrpose  of 
EtnTing  on  oommeroe  between  uie  several 
Stat«H.  Onoe  eatablish  this  strained  (Kmetmo- 
tioii  of  the  Federal  eonetitntion,  and  I  woold 
Hk  geotlemen  to  point  out  the  limit  where  this 
qiiendid  Government  shall  be  compelled  to  stay 
its  chariot  wheels.  Ifight  it  not  then  drive 
OD  to  ooniolidation,  nnder  the  sanction  of  the 
eoiutitittionf 

la  tbnv  any  neceauty  for  ventaring  npon 
thii  dangeroos  and  donbtM  measure  f  I  appeal 
to  those  gentlemen  who  snppose  the  power  to 
be  dear,  what  motive  they  can  have  for  fbrdng 
this  measore  n|>on  ns,  who  are  of  a  different 
opiaiont  Oan  it  make  any  diffsrenoe  to  them, 
whsdier  these  toll  gates  shall  be  erected  nnder 
ibwofthe  Unibed  Btatea,  or  nnder  State  an- 
tboritf  I  Oaonot  the  Lwslatnre  of  Pennaylva- 
ida  eoact  this  bill  into  a  bw  as  wen  SB  the  Oon- 
pM  of  tli«  United  States  t  Nobody  will 
otnbt  th<ir  rifiht.  I  tmst  no  gentleman  upon 
thia  floer  will  qnertion  the  fldeUty  of  that  State, 
in  complying  with  all  her  engagements.  She 
bMevwbeentmetoevery  tmsL  If  she  should 
teeoit  <rf  the  oeeaion,  as  I  have  no  donbt  abe 
Toold,  I  will  pledge  myeelf  that  yon  shall  never 
iglin  iiear  of  the  road,  nnleaa  it  be  that  she  has 
kept  it  in  good  repair,  and  that,  under  her  care, 
it  his  aiuwered  every  porpoae  for  which  it 
•Himeoded. 

I  kaow  that  some  popnlar  feeling  has  been 
oriled  against  myself  in  that  portion  of  Fenn- 
i]rlniua  throogh  which  ttus  road  passes,  I 
lux  been  repreaent«d  as  one  of  ite  neatest 
MwouM.  I  now  take  oooasion  thus  pnblicly  to 
jeay  this  allegation.  It  is  tme  that  I  cannot 
~*~  H  bvor  of  the  passage  of  this  bill,  and 


IK  BatitiseqnaUj  tme,  thatlhavehereto- 
fcniqmTted  wpropriations  for  the  repdr  of 
ihiiroM;  and,  UKmld  my  amendment  prevail^ 
I  <fa«ll  vote  in  favor  irf  the  a 
boadred  thonsand  dollars, 
■Uch  ii  contained  in  thia  biU. 

Ur.  enmat  wpokt  in  reply,  contending  that 
^  OMUtitntioiLBl  qneation  was  not  invdvedj 
i°WniKh  as  the  conatmction  of  the  road  rested 
m  a  emtoaet  prior  to  the  oonstitntion,  between 
Vbginia  and  Oie  old  Confederation,  in  which 
Vtrpma  nve  to  the  Oonfederation  power  to 
f^liilate  tike  road,  when  oonstmcto^  and  by 
vbchaU  the  then  existing  States  in  the  Oon- 
ledoatkm  were  bonnd. 
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Propottd  Tgrritory  ^  Bitron. 

The  bill  establishing  a  new  Territory  west 

of  Kiohigan,  to  be  denominated  the  Territory 

of  Hnron,  having  been  set  down  for  this  day, 

as  taken  up  and  oomdderad. 

Mr.  Stbons,  Obalrman  of  the  Committee  on 

the  Territories,  briefly  reo^itnlated  the  gronnd 

~in  which  the  bill  bad  i>een  proposed,  and  after 

tating  the  population  of  the  country  which  it 

Eroposed  to  erect  into  a  territory  to  amount  to 
etween  ten  and  fifteen  thoasand  persons,  in- 
risted  that  the  territory  might  be  established 
with  little  or  no  eipenae  to  the  Government 
the  great  mass  of  tbe  popolation  being  engaged 
in  Tntning  on  landB  leased  to  them  by  wvb  United 
States,  on  which  they  pud  on  aaniial  rent  of 
abont  one  million  of  pounds  of  lead,  worth  to 
the  Government,  say  forty  thonsand  dollars; 
that  citizens  ttins  situated  were  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  Government,  and  the  efljoy- 
mnit  of  tbe  same  civil  rights  and  privileges  as 
other  citizens  of  the  Union.  Thongh  they  were 
not  owners  of  the  soU,  they  were  not  intrnders, 
but  they  were  there  by  tlie  express  permission 
ofOovemmentj  Qia^  althoogh  the  Jurisdiction 
of  Michigan  Territory  extended  over  a  part  of 
tbe  country  embraced  by  the  bill,  that  joris- 
diction was  nominal,  more  than  any  thing  else ; 
the  Oonncil  sat  at  Detroit,  the  distance  A^nn 
whioh  to  Green  Bay  was  six  hundred  miles,  to 
Pr^rie  dn  Ohien  eight  hondred,  and  to  Galena 
more  than  one  thonsand.  The  Goimcil  nsually 
sat  for  rixty  days  in  the  sommer,  and  before 
tbe  laws  passed  at  sncb  o««don  oonld  be  pub- 
lished ana  forwarded  to  Green  Bay,  much  less 
to  Galena,  the  waters  were  osoally  frosen,  and 
the  practical  resolt  waa,  that  the  people  for 
whom  tlie  laws  were  made  did  not  hear  of  their 
existence  till  nearly  twelve  montha  after  they 
were  passed ;  and  it  had  aotnally  fampened  that 
laws,  at  the  time  they  began  to  be  enJbroed, 
had  been  repealed  by  uie  anthori^  who  passed 
them.  Hence  the  whole  JnriqirDdenoe  at  that 
re^o  was  neoeasarily  irr^nlor,  and  sometimes 
ille^  That  this  was  a  state  of  things  to 
which  no  free  citizena  of  the  United  Stat«a  ons^t 
ever  to  be  sabjected.  The  frontier  to  which 
tbe  bill  had  respect,  was,  in  every  view,  of  a 
very  interesting  oharaoter  \  it  bordered  on  the 
territories  of  an  alien  Gh>vemment,  and  waa 
filled  with  Indians,  some  of  whom  were 
avowedly  hostile  to  the  United  States.  It  waa 
obvionsly  proper  that  onr  citizens  in  that  angle 
of  the  Union  should  be  folly  protected  by  Uie 
Government,  nor  could  tbe  whole  valley  of  the 
lower  JGsaissippi  be  indifibrent  to  snob  proteo- 
tion.  It  wonlo  prove  a  great  relief  in  the  event 
of  sadden  hostilities,  operating  to  relieve  the 
Middle  States  from  tbe  neoessity  of  sending 
their  troops  northward,  when  tbey  mightpos- 
dbly  be  still  more  wanted  at  the  south.  There 
were  various  points  in  the  argument  which  Ur. 
S.  declined  to  tonoh  nnless  any  opposltiMi 
ahonld  render  It  hia  duty.    He  oonduded  with 
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expreedDg  his  conviotioD  that  the  proposed  ter- 
ritory ought  to  be  erected,  and  that  withoat 
delay,  and  his  hope  that  the  bill  would  now  be 
allowed  ita  third  reading. 

Mr.  ifHgmm  was  oppoeed  to  the  bill.  It 
proposed  an  expense  of  twentj-five  or  thirty 
thonaoud  doUara  a  jear  for  the  acoommodatioD 
of  a  few  Indian  traders.  He  did  not  believe 
that  they  were  near  so  noinerons  aa  had  been 
Rtated,  for  the  whole  of  Ifichigas  Territory 
contained  last  year  bnt  eighteen  thooaand  in- 
habitanta.  As  to  the  objection  ijiat  those 
people  oonld  not  ei^oy  the  laws  of  Michigan, 
who  b^eved  that  they  cared  any  thing  abont 
the  law!  Few,  if  any  of  them,  held  any 
-property,  and  they  might  Tery  well  be  left  to 
make  sach  laws  for  themselves  as  ther  could 
agree  npon.  Here  Ur.  K.  referred  to  the  caae 
OT  certain  adventurers,  before  the  Revoiation, 
who  settled  beyond  the  limits  of  the  United 
States,  and  were  known  by  the  name  of  the 
"  Fur  pl^  dealers,"  who  made  laws  for  them- 
selves  and  fiUtJifully  obeyed  them.  The  divid- 
ii^  of  the  Territory  of  Hicbigan,  at  this  time, 
might  retard  its  admission,  as  a  State,  into  the 
ITnion-for  twenh-  years. 

Ur.  Wurs,  of  Wchigsn,  vindicated  the  charac- 
ter of  those  whom  Mr.  E.  had  so  roughly 
handled,  A  more  reapectable  popolation  was 
nowhere  to  be  found.  There  are  among  them 
many  men  who,  in  enterprise,  information, 
capital,  and  extent  of  bnsinesa,  were  not  snr- 
^ased,  save  in  oar  laimrt  commerdal  citjes. 
Hia  own  constitnento  had  at  first  been  opposed  to 
the  plan,  bnt  were  now  aati^ed  of  ita  ^priety, 
and  strongly  reoonunended  the  measure. 

Mr.  Polk  opposed  the  bill  as  prematore.  He 
stated  the  number  of  persons  in  the  old  Frendi 
settlements  to  be  inoonsiderable,  and  as  to  those 
of  Oalen^  it  was  as  yet  nnoertain  whether  they 
would  fhll  within  the  territory,  or  the  State  of 
Illinoia.  .  The  great  body  of  the  inhabitants 
were  transient  persons,  and  after  all  the  ma- 
chinery of  a  territorial  government  should  b« 
eetablished,  the  difficulty  of  learning  the  laws 
would  remun  as  great  as  ever,  from  the  extent 
of  the  territory,  uie  sparseness  of  the  popnla- 
tion,  and  th^  insular  tritoation,  in  separate 
groups.  Am. 

Mr,  B^TBa,  of  Missouri,  replied  to  the  objec- 
tion 01  to  the  want  of  ownershro,  referring,  on 
that  Bulgect,  to  the  establishea  policy  of  the 
GovemmeDt,  grandng  pre-emption  ririits,  and 
eneoura^ng  and  favoring  settlers  on  the  public 
domain ;  bnt  the  settler*  at  Galena  were  not 
intruders ;  they  leased  their  land  from  Govern- 
ment, and  paid  their  rent.  On  the  sal^eot  of 
the  amount  of  population  in  that  territory,  he 
stated  the  &ot,  that  a  regular  weekly  steam- 
boat plied  between  BL  Lonis  and  Galena.  He 
vindicated  the  respectability  of  the  settlers; 
and  as  to  such  of  tnem  aa  were  transient  per- 
sons, nothing  would  be  more  likely  to  render 
them  permanent  settlers  than  extending  to  the 
territory  the  benefits  proposed  in  the  bOl,  An 
agricnltnral  popolation  would  be  attracted,  and 


the  culture  would  be  improved.  He  bad  had 
ample  opportnnity  to  form  a  Judgment  on  this 
subject,  oaving  been  an  inhabitant  of  afroaticr 
country  during  fifteen  years  of  his  life  ;  and  he 
would  venture  to  predict,  that,  if  this  bill 
passed,  the  new  temtory  would  exhibit  aa  large 
an  influx  of  settlers  as  was  now  to  be  eeen  la 
the  Territory  of  Arkansas. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  its  third  readings — 
yeas  113,  nays  70. 


WxDmsDAT,  January  81. 
Pm(«Aartn»'«  C^nal  and  louitiama  CMage. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
following  resolutjons,  moved  by  Mr.  Gvmlxt 
yesterday : 

"Buelttd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fnblic 
liaods  be  instructed  to  Inquire  Into  the  expediaiiGj 
uid  juitice  of  gruiting  to  tbc  State  of  Louiwsns 
fire  bundred  ttiousaiid  acres  of  the  public  luida  in 
Bsid  State,  for  the  purpose  of  opeubg  ■  caud  from 
the  river  Mlsrissip^  to  L»ke  Pout^hulrsiii,  In  con- 
formity with  the  survey  beretorore  made  by  the 
United  6ta(«8  engineers,  and  for  making  such  other 
works  of  Intemkl  improveraents  in  the  mid  State  aa 
the  le^slature  thereof  nay  direct. 

"  l^ielvtd,  That  tbe  same  committee  be  Instmct' 


Mr.  Ottrlit,  after  eipreeaing  it  as  a  codv1«- 
tion  of  Ilia  doty  to  himselfl  to  state  some  of  the 
reasons  which  bad  induced  him  to  offer  the 
reeolutions,  proceeded  to  observe  that  the  Legis- 
lature of  Louisiana  had,  some  years  ago,  for- 
warded a  memorial  to  Oongresa,  asking  iis  aid 
towards  opening  the  canal  reterrod  t«  in  the 
first  of  the  resolntiona  which  he  had  now 
offered,  and  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Ootn- 
mittee  of  Roads  and  Canals,  who  made  a  Earor- 
able  report  on  the  sabjeet,  bnt  no  efficient  le;^ 
lation  had  aa  yet  followed.  He  had,  therefmv, 
f^t  himself  bound  once  more  to  present  the  anb- 
joot  to  the  attontion  of  Oongress.  The  subject 
contompiated  in  the  first  resolution  claimed  ita 
conmderation  not  only  as  having  received  the 
aanetion  of  one  of  the  sovereign  States  of  the 
TJnion,  bnt  aa  presenting  one  of  tbe  most  im- 
portant works  of  internal  improvement  vhich 
had  ever  asked  the  aid  <^  Gevemment.  In 
so  saying,  be  was  not  speaking  the  language 
of  imagination,  or  individual  opinion.  The 
route  o¥  the  propMed  canal  had  undergone  an 
examination,  ia  1826,  by  four  United  States 
en^e^  under  an  order  from  the  Secretary 
ofWar.  Their  report  pre8em«d  in  detail  the 
argomenta  in  favor  of  the  plan,  considered  not 
merely  in  a  oommeroial  point  of  view,  but  aa 
fnmiahing  an  important  mean  of  military  de- 
fence. The  work  was  conaiderod,  by  the  De- 
partment, as  essential  to  tbe  safetj;  of  that  aeo- 
tion  of  the  Union,  inasmuch  as,  without  itj  the 
forts  which  had  already  been  erected,  might. 
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'bj  a  niccessflil  moTement  of  the  eDemj,  be 
Rodend  of  little  avul.  Tbe  expense  inTolred 
would  be  nine  hondred  tbousaad  doUan,  for 
which  gum  a  couneotiDn  wtoold  be  formed  be- 
tween Uie  rirer  Mtssissippi  and  Lake  Pontob&r- 
tnio.  Nor  oonld  any  work  be  named  whioh 
would  be  (A  mcb  general  intereet,  both  to  the 
vesteni  and  the  eastern  States  of  the  Union. 
Wlt«D  GOmpletad,  it  would  open  new  markets 
to  the  whole  of  the  western  country,  and, 
tiiErefbro,  he  felt  himself  warranted  to  oall  on 
gentlemen  from  the  west  of  the  Alleghaniea  to 
giro  their  support  to  the  resolation.  The  Tast 
prodnoe  of  tiie  whole  Tslley  of  the  Mississippi 
was  now,  of  nooesaty,  carried  to  New  Orleana, 
where  the  owners  were  compelled  to  dispose  of 
it  St  such  prices  as  the  meronanta  there  might 
«hoow  to  give ;  and,  if  the  city  happened  to  be 
■ckly,  this  was  dcme  in  great  haste,  at  a  great 
Merifie(i,andeTen  withariskof  lifeitself;  bnt 
if  this  canal  should  be  opened,  the  wBBtorn 
igricnltnrut  would  enjoy  a  choice  of  markets; 
a  direct  communication  would  be  opened  from 
the  interior  of  Ohio,  down  the  Mississippi,  to 
Kobile  and  Fensaoola.  Of  the  importance  of 
nchsn  advantage  he  need  say  nothing;  nor 
voold  the  effect  of  sunh  a  oanal  be  less  mipor- 
luit  to  the  eastAm  StalM ;  becaww  their  nari- 
gitioD,  Luitead  of  being  obliged  to  take  the  oir- 
edtooi  roate,  by  the  mouth  of  the  Mississippi, 
would  have  an  opui  rasaage  fTOm  Fensaoola 
tod  Mobile  to  Mew  Orleans,  betweea  whioh 
poiota  the  voyage,  now  nsn^ly  pursued,  was 
u  tedious  and  dugeroua  as  a  Toysge  from 
Tsiliington  to  New  Orleans.  Such  a  canal 
woqld  Ibrm  an  important  link  in  the  chain  of 
iiliod  emiunuidcatioa  from  the  East  to  the 
Tist,  the  most  important,  indeed,  of  any  in 
tin  whole  series.  It  would  open  a  oommuuica- 
lionbstween  the  river  and  the  lake,  for  sloops 
of  wir,  which  would  thus  bo  enabled  to  pass 
■itli  esse  from  the  one  to  the  other,  as  the 
se  of  the  service  might  demand.    With- 


nn  this  advantageL  the  forts  whioh  had  been 
;  th«  Rigolets 
._  jt  those  on  the  Misnssippi , 
tfnxnparatiYely  small  value.    The  only^  avo- 


(neted  at  th«  Rigolets  and  the  Ohaf  Menteur, 
•a  wan  tt  those  on  the  Hisnssippi,  would 


nns  In  viucb  an  enemy  oonld  snooessfaily  ap- 
prosch  "Svw  Orleans  would  thus  be  efTeotualiy 
wfuded,  and  the  disposable  force  of  the 
ecuiby  be  transported  at  pleasure,  from  point 
to  point,  as  the  threatening  danger  might  ren- 
der proper  and  necessary.  At  present,  the 
monUk  (rf  the  river  coold  readily  be  blockaded ; 
ud,  u  soon  at  this  took  j>laoe,  the  only  outlet 
fix  the  valley  of  the  Misnssippi  was  completely 
■bat  op,  and  iu>  Amerioaa  amp  oonld  leave  the 
liter. 

In  npport  of  the  second  resolution,  Mr.  G. 
wtnt  into  a  history  of  the  Ooll^ie  of  Ijooisiana, 
sad  e^^ned  the  reason  why  it  did  not  par- 
|i<i^  with  the  other  seminaries  of  the  ^te 
la  ^  giants  of  land  made  by  Oongress,  in  the 
J«ar»  1807  and  1811,  for  their  benefit  This 
"^sga  lay  in  what  was  then  West  Florida,  and. 
Mug  oBt  of  the  limits  of  Louinana,  was,  of 


coarse,  not  included  in  the  grants.  Biuce  then 
the  limits  of  the  State  had  been  extended — the 
whole  of  Florida,  weet  of  Fearl  River,  having 
been  added  to  her  territory.  The  object  of  the 
resolation  was  to  grant  to  this  college  the  some 

Soantity  of  land  whioh  Congress  had  given  to 
le  other  two  coUegee  in  the  State.  Mr.  O. 
observed  that  the  propoution  fbr  the  present 
grant  of  land  was  by  no  means  of  a  novd 
oharaoter.  The  House  had,  last  session,  made 
a  grant  to  the  State  of  Ohio,  to  ud  her  in  com- 
pleting her  canals,  of  seven  hundred  thousand 
ac^ ;  and  to  Alabama,  four  hundred  thou- 
sand ;  and  a  bill  was  now  on  the  calendar  fi^ 
eitendiog  the  l&tter  grant  to  five  hundred  thon- 
ssnd.  He  had  cheerfully  voted  for  both  the  for- 
mer bills,  and  when  the  other  came  up  it  should 
have  his  supporL  Besides  these  donatlona, 
Oongress  had  granted  land  to  Indiana,  whioh  is 
now  worth  a  million  of  dollars ;  and  Illinois^ 
too,  had  received  more  than  he  now  asked  for 
Louisiana.  He  hoped  there  was  to  be  no  pro- 
scription in  this  case.  There  could  not  be  a 
more  osefol  application  of  our  public  lands  than 
to  fiirther  the  progress  of  works  of  internal 
improvement;  bnt,  dear  as  was  that  general 
subject  to  him,  if  gentlemen  were  determiaed 
that  Louisiana  should  be  an  object  of  proscrip- 
tion, he  would  inflexibly  withhold  his  assent 
from  taj  farther  aid  lo  he  granted  by  this  Gov- 
ernment. Hitherto  she  had  never  received  an 
acre  of  land  from  the  Government,  nor  did  she 
now  present  herself  in  the  attitude  of  an  hmnble 
snppfisut.  The  principles  and  policy  whioh 
the  Oovermoent  had  adopted,  she  considered, 
and  had  a  right  to  consider,  as  applicable  to 
heraelf  as  to  any  of  her  sister  States ;  nor  could 
he  imagine  on  what  ground  gentlemen  who 
had  voted  the  donations  he  had  referred  to, 
oould  refuse  a  similar  reqaeat  when  coming 
frvm  his  own  State,  especiallv  when  the  work 
in  behalf  of  which  it  was  mode  was  national  in 
its  character,  and  of  as  great  intrinsic  impor- 
tance as  ai^  m  the  ITnioDj  the  Ohesapeake  and 
Ohio  Genu  not  exoepted.  [Mr.  G.  here  sent 
to  the  Clerk's  table  the  report  of  the  United 
States  engineers  on  the  suqjeot  of  this  canal, 
from  whioh  varioua  extracts  were  read  to  the 

Mr.  Hmrr  briefly  opposed  the  resolution. 
The  cuial  itself  might  be  very  proper  as  a  na- 
tional object,  but  he  disapproved  of  commit- 
ting its  constmctiDn  to  the  Legislatare  of  a 
State,  under  a  lai^  and  valuable  grant  of  land. 
Bach  grants  were  liable  to  be  perverted  to  ob- 
jects merely  local,  or  even  private  and  tempo- 
rary in  their  character.  Bach  an  appUcation  of 
the  public  lands  he  oonsidered  improper ;  bnt 
woold  cheerfully  vote  for  a  distribution  of  their 
proceeds  among  the  several  States. 

Mr.  Bbvt,  of  Louiuana,  was  persuaded  that 
the  House  had  not  a  proper  view  of  the  reeo* 
lution.  It  did  not  direct  the  committee  to  re- 
port a  bill,  nor  did  it  commit  the  Honse  in  any 
form.  Such  being  the  ease,  be  i^pealed  to  the 
generosity  and  Justioe  of  gentlemen,  and  asked 
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if  It  was  either  Jait  or  generoiu  to  refiise  even 
a  oonsideratioD  of  the  expedienoj  of  tb«  meaft- 
ore  proposed.  The  Honae  was  not  yet  in  po»- 
sesBion  of  &II  the  facta  of  the  ca«e;  hnt  if  it 
had  resolved  to  withhold  from  Loaisiana  the 
same  Justice  which  had  been  awarded  to  Ohio, 
to  Indiana,  to  lUiuois,  and  other  States,  be  at 
least  hoped  that  the  reasona  would  be  stated. 
He  did  not  agree  with  his  oollasgne  as  to  the 
■pecifio  ot^ect  to  which  the  grant  was  to  be 
applied,  bnt  he  hoped  the  resolution  wonid  at 
least  be  snffered  to  go  to  a  committee. 

OutiAerland  Eoad. 

The  HooM,  on  motion  of  Ur.  Uxbobb,  went 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Whole,  and  resumed  the 
oonrideraUon  of  the  bill  for  the  preservKtioi 
and  repair  of  the  Onmberland  road. 

Ur.  Stboks  s^d,  the  bill  pn^Kwes  to  erect 
toll-gates  upon  the  Comberiand  road ;  and,  in 
mj  Judgment,  the  whole  comes  to  be  a  mere 
qnestJoQ  of  property,  and  of  Uie  right  in  Con- 
gress to  protect,  bj  its  laws,  that  property, 
whatever  may  be  its  kind.  Sir,  I  am  always 
sorry  to  hear,  on  tliis  floor  or  elsewhere,  those 
argnmente  too  often  need,  which  go  to  alarm 
the  people  for  the  safety  of  State  rights,  and 
whi(^  rarely  fail  to  indnoe  a  belief  that  there 
is  danger,  where  there  Is  none.  I  am  not 
against  that  watohfti]  Jealousy  and  cantions 
foresight  so  needful  for  the  preservation  of 
these  rights ;  bnt  I  ren^t  and  deprecate  that 
train  of  argument  whiui,  whether  so  intended 
or  not,  never  fails  to  act  more  upon  the  pas- 
riona  than  upon  the  Jadgment  of  men. 

The  amendment  offered  by  the  gentleman 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Bdohakim,)  is  not 
free  from  objections.  Oonld  I  be  in  f^vor  of 
oeding  this  road  to  the  reroeotive  States  through 
which  it  passes,  I  should  be  against  annexing 
any  conditions  to  the  cession.  It  seenis  to  me 
that  the  amendment  involes  a  serious  diSonlty. 
If  the  United  States  have  not  only  that  sort  of 
property  in  the  road  of  which  it  \a  snsoeplible, 
(and  which  the  amendment  admita,  though  the 
gentleman  denies  it  in  his  argnment,}  bnt  also 
Ute  right  to  put  up  gates  on  itL  then,  indeed, 
Ooamm  may  prescribe  conditions.  Bnt,  if 
the  tToited  States  hare  no  right  to  pat  iro  gates, 
then  yon  not  only  nndertake  to  grant  whvt  the 
United  States  do  not  possess,  bnt  you  impose  a 
condition,  which  limite  the  exercise  of  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  a  State.  The  right  to  erect 
these  gates  is  clearly  in  the  one  sovereign  or 
the  other.  It  is  either  In  the  United  States  or 
in  PennsylTania.  For  example :  If  not  in  the 
United  States,  (and  the  gentleman  contonds 
that  it  is  not)  then  it  is  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania. The  ooniUtion,  therefore,  which  is 
annexed  to  the  grant,  will  obvionsly  detract 
from  and  impair  the  sovereignty  of  the  State. 

The  gentleman  (Ur.  B.)  also  insisted  that  the 
bill  would  impose  great  hardships  upon  the 
offender,  (for  it  will  touch  no  honest  tnljzen,) 
by  dragging  him  one  or  two  hnndred  miles  to  a 
FederoTconrt,  for  the  trial  of  his  ofibooe ;  and 


woold,  moreover,  give  to  the  Federal  court  ei- 
dnsive  Jurisdiction  over  all  crimes  ccMomitted 
npon  the  road.  Why,  sir,  the  inferior  coniti 
ta  the  United  States  can  have  no  Jariedidjan 
over  any  matter  or  offence,  hot  what  Congrew 
give^  by  law.  If  yon  impose  a  fine  (or  i^or- 
ing  the  gate,  or  for  ref^ising  to  p^  toll,  yon  cm 
touch  none  but  the  offender,  nor  proeeente  fcr 
any  other  cause.  Pennsylvania  has  canentreDt 
Jurisdiction  and  concorrent  I^islation  over  thii 
road;  and  the  trial  for  Crimea  popebated  npra 
it  would  be  In  her  courts  and  not  in  the  oonrti 
of  the  United  States.  The  olnection,  od  tb« 
ground  of  distance  from  the  Federal  conrt^  it 
an  objection  equally  qiplicable  to  the  proaecD- 
tion  of  any  matter,  civil  or  crimtiul,  in  On 
conrta  of  the  United  States.  It  goes  to  tht 
whole  nstem  of  the  Federal  Jndidary. 

The  Onmberland  road  is  a  mail  road,  md  the 
post-offloe  laws,  among  other  things,  inpoM 
fines  for  obstracting  the  transportation  ot  tli* 
""'1  It  appears  to  me  that  Uie  only  object  of 
these  fines  is  to  prevent  iqjnry  to  the  thing 
itself;  that  is,  to  protect  themul,  as  matter d 
property — and  not  to  punish  the  offender  fbr 
resisting  the  exeontion  of  the  law.  This  litt«r 
oSenoe  wonld  be  a  crime  of  a  high  gnd^  md 
perhapa  could  be  ponished  only  in  the  Fedcnl 
oonrts.  And  what  la  worthy  of  notice  in  thli 
law,  is,  that,  by  the  STth  aection  of  it,  "lU 
causes  of  action  oriBbg  under "  it  sre  to  be 
"  sued  "  for,  and  "  all  offenders  against  It  pros- 
eonted,  before  the  Jneticea  of  the  peace,  nugi*- 
tratea,  or  other  Jodiciol  courts  of  the  mv^ 
States."  If  the  State  oourta  have  Jnrisdiclioii 
in  these  matt«ra,  then  the  tolls  npaa  this  roid 
may  be  collected  in  the  aame  inj,  wheatrtf 
"  '  mode  shall  be  thon^t  advisable.  But,  if 
United  States  oan  impose  a  fine  of  a  hao- 
dred  dollars  npon  an  offender,  for  pnltiiu  a  loft 
for  instance,  BOroee  the  road,  by  which  us  mail 
is  obetmeted  for  five  minntea,  oan  they  not  dn 
impose  a  fine  for  obstractlng  Uie  paswig  of  * 
caimon,  or  the  wilful  deabuetion  of  a  gaa-ar- 
riage,  or  of  a  tnmpike-gate,  or  for  pesang  lb« 
gate  and  refbnng  to  pay  the  toll  t  Aai  ■when 
IB  the  hardship  or  b^astloe,  whether  the  met 
thing  ia  done  by  the  one  Government  or  tlw 
other  1 

The  honorable  gentleman  (Mr.  B.)  morec^ 
urges,  that  this  power  (whidi  is  tht  power  « 
a  sovereign  to  protect  his  own  fKpiatj)  i™ 
become  dongcroos  to  the  States;  because  Im 
exercise  of  the  power  being  discreti«i»i7t^ 
yon  oan  pat  up  toll-gates  on  the  CamberUDa 
road,  you  can  on  every  other  mail  road  in  th» 
United  States.  Sir,  I  think  not^  The  ivttoo- 
tion  between  the  two  cases  is  this ;  the  Oiut«d 
States  own  the  Onmberland  road  as  a  soverei^ 
and  have  a  ri^t  to  dispose  of  it  »  w™' 
They  have  on  intweat,  a  pni^^rty,  in  "! 
wh^vae,  in  the  common  mail  roads  they  nsvs 
neither.     Bnt  is  the  danger  of  aboung  tns 

?)wer  in  this  case  greater  than  itiain  othOTl 
he  exercise  of  the  great  vrar  power  Is  entire- 
ly  diaoretiouary,  and  neeessorily  so;  for,  •> 
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thoo^  the  Federal  cotutitation  m  made  up  of 
eoDmented  powers,  jret  each  power  is,  in  itself 
rnilimitott,  Hence  it  is,  that  Coogreas  oaa  &u- 
tborise  the  rusioK  of  an  army  of  a  million  of 
men,  or  tlie  batlding  (tf  a  thoasand  ships  of 
war,  or  the  levying  of  a  direct  tax  of  five  bon- 
idied  nullions  of  dollan,  and  yet  not  reach  the 
Unit  ot  ccostjtuljoiul  power.  Bo  in  these  as 
in  other  oaaea,  the  proper  ezeoulioa  of  the 
tratt  miut,  of  neoMsty,  be  left  to  the  eotuid 
dJMretion  of  the  a|^t. 

I  have  said  that  the  property  in  the  Onmber- 
land  road  belonged  to  the  United  Btatei — by 
proper^,  I  mean  that  sor^  whatever  it  may  tte, 
vbich  would  have  been  in  the  Btate  of  Penn- 
■yWania  had  she  constnicted  the  road.  By  the 
tenni  of  the  agreement  (as  the  committee  will 
remember)  between  the  people  of  Ohio  and  the 
United  States,  die  TJoited  States  became  boond 
to  make  a  road  leading  fhnn  tide  water  to  the 
Btite  of  Ohio.  The  p«rformaiioe  of  this,  how- 
entj^depended  upon  the  auent  of  PennsylTa- 
nia,  yirginia,  and  Maryland.  The  LegiBlatnre 
of  «eeh  of  these  Btatee  gave  the  assent  re- 
mired,  and  the  Onmberl^d  road  was  made. 
The  United  States,  oader  these  eircnmstanoes, 
harisg  constmcted  this  road,  I  think  it  belongs 
to  them;  tbat  it  is  their  property;  tmleasitbe 
tna,  H  some  contend,  that  they  oannot  take 
the  title  to  land,  lying  within  any  of  the  States, 
nor  s&T  interest  growing  ont  of  it,  other  than 
pMicnlv  parcels,  ceded  for  tbe  purposes  speoi- 
n«d  ia  the  conslitation,  and  over  which  they 
hsTe  ezdnuTC  legislation. 

Iq  ptHnt  of  faet,  the  United  Btatee  now  hold 
ml  estate  within  the  limits  of  the  old  States, 
and  OTSr  which  they  have  not  ezolnrave  legia- 
hUioD.  The  right  to  take  and  hold  these  par- 
oeli  of  land  tnost  either  be  incident  to  sov- 
enigu^,  or  be  fonnd  in  the  Federal  oonstitn- 
tku.  IE  can  exist  nowhere  else.  If  a  State 
ea  EiTe  an  acre  of  land,  as  she  clearly  can,  to 
■n  i£eD  sabject  or  State,  why  not  to  the  United 
StilesI  Bnt  if  there  be  no  power  in  the  con- 
ttitntion  authoridng  the  Uoit^d  States  to  ao- 
Vtire  real  property,  how  did  they  sooceed  to 
VM  vast  domain  which  belonged  to  the  old 
Confederation  t  or  how  take  the  lands  ceded 
^  Georgia  in  1803,  and  over  which  the  States 
M  IGisisaippi  and  Alabama  have  since  been 
npiuied  and  admitted  into  the  Union  t  or 
bow  hold  snob  as  foil  into  their  hands  for  taxes 
ordebtst  The  danse  in  the  constitntion  which 
1^  that  "  Congreaa  shall  have  power  to  dis- 
pose o(  and  make  all  needful  roles  and  regola- 
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»ctine,  the  territory  or  other  property 
to  the  United  Btatee,"  if  it  does  not 
.  __  .inn.'s  certainly  takes  it  for  granted 
Uut  the  United  States  have  the  right  to  hold 
nal  estate  as  well  as  other  property.  Ab  a  co- 
Mreraigo,  therefore,  it  seems  to  me  that  the 
CmCed  Stktea  have  the  same  kind  and  degree 
of  property  in  this  road  that  either  of  the 
StitM  oonld  have  bad. 

The  United  States  having  the  property,  be  it 
tint  it  may,  in  the  Cnmberland  road,  have 


tiiey  the  right  of  erecting  toll-gates  on  it  for  its 
preeervation  1  I  have  always  snpposed  that  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments  had  equally  tlie 
power  of  mafcing-  laws  for  the  proteotioo  of 
their  own  separate  property ;  that  each  indi- 
vidnal  State  ons,  none  will  deny.  And  if  any 
donbt  exists  in  regard  to  the  power  of  the 
United  States  in  this  respect.  It  seems  to  me  the 
olanse  of  the  constitntion  whiidi  I  have  before 
c^ted  will  remove  it  That  claose  gives  to  Con- 
gress the  power  of  making  all  needful  "  mles 
and  regnlotdons,"  not  only  respecting  the  "  ter- 
ritory," but  "  other  property,  belonging  to  the 
United  States."  This  obvionaly  cannot  relate 
to  the  pronerty  mentioned  in  the  preceding 
danae  of  tiie  constitntion,  which  gives  Con* 
press  power  "  to  exercise  eidnaive  legislation, 
in  all  oases  whatsoever,  over  "  what  is  now  the 
District  of  Oolombia,  and  "  over  all  places  pnr- 
ohaeed,  by  the  consent  of  the  Legisktnre  oi  the 
State  in  which  the  same  shall  be,  for  the  ereo- 
tion  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dockyards, 
and  other  needful  boildings,"  becaose,  as  this 
clanse  confers  all  power  over  these  places,  no 
other  or  greater  power  is  needed  or  can  be 
given.    To  what,  then,  does  the  phrase  "  other 

Sroperty"  refer,  and  with  respect  to  which 
ongress  has  power  to  m^e  "  tdl  needful  roles 
and  regulations  t  "  I^  therefore,  Oongress  can 
make  taws  for  the  protection  and  preservation 
of  the  property  which  the  United  States  have 
in  a  ship  of  war,  while  lying  within  the  limite 
of  a  State,  or  in  the  public  mail,  and  the  like, 
why  not  uso  for  the  property  they  have  in  the 
Cumberland  road  I 

I  will  now  proceed  to  examine  the  sort  of 
jurisdiction  which  the  United  States  have  over 
this  road.  Aa  this  Government  is  peonliar  in 
its  strootnte,  bo  It  cannot  be  rightly  Jndmd  of 
by  that  of  any  other.  Its  powers,  carried  ont, 
those  which  belonged  to  the  respeetive  States 
are,  like  those  remaining  to  the  States,  sov- 
ereign and  conoorrent,  or  eiolnsive,  with  re- 


emment  extends  over  all  the  Union.  The  civil 
and  criminal  process  of  the  courts  of  the  United 
Statee  can  be  exercised  in  and  thronghont  every 
part  of  each  and  of  all  the  States.    So  the  like 


exclnsive  legislation  over  whica  may  have  been 
oeded  to  the  United  States.  These  two  JuriB* 
dictions  mnst,  therefore,  be  strictly  concurrent: 
for,  otherwise,  the  laws  of  bnt  one  of  the  sov- 
ereign parties  oonld  be  executed.  It  seems  to 
me,  moreover,  that,  owing  to  the  pecnliarity  of 
onr  Federal  system,  the  legislative  powers  of 
Oongrees,  and  of  the  respective  State  Legisla- 
tores,  are  also  ooncnrrent.  If  they  are  not, 
how  can  Congress  and  a  State  Legislature,  at 
the  same  time,  tax  the  same  subject  or  thing, 
or  bind  the  same  citizen  to  support  both  Oov- 
emmentet  The  fact  is,  whatever  the  theoiy 
may  be,  that  person  and  property  are,  at  ul 
times,  nityeot  to  the  legistaUve  action  of  tha 
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National  and  State  Legislatures.  Bat,  iLever- 
thelew,  CoDgreBS  can  neither  acquire  nor  eier- 
dse  eiolnsive  legislation,  except  over  a  few 
places,  parcbsHed  for  specified  poipoaeB,  sooh 
as  forte,  arsenals,  &c ;  and  tlte  sole  object  of 
that  clause  in  the  constitution,  relating  to  these 
places  for  forts,  &c.,  and  to  which  I  have  be- 
fore referred,  clearl/  was  to  enable  a  State  to 
g^ve,  and  Oongrees  to  eiercise,  exclusive  legis- 
lation in  the  enumerated  cases,  and  not  to  re- 
strain the  power  of  a  State  in  tlie  disposition 
of  her  soil  for  any  other  porpose.  I  am  aware 
that,  by  the  cession  of  Geor^  Urn  United 
States  took  the  title  to  the  territory  ceded,  and 
acquired  exclusive  legislation  over  it.  But  this 
exclusive  leeislation  was  the  reanlt,  not  of  any 
grant,  but  of  contracting  the  limits  of  Georgia, 
which  she  bad  a  right  to  do ;  becanse,  bad  her 
limits  remained  nnaltered,  aJthonsh  she  might 
hare  granted  the  territory,  yet  she  coold  not 
have  granted  eidnsive  legislation  over  it  to  the 
United  States,  as  the  object  of  the  ^rant  would 
not  have  been  for  any  of  the  special  pniposes 
named  in  the  constitution. 

The  United  States  now  have  the  title  to 
many  small  parcels  of  land  within  the  States, 
and  over  which  tbey  have  no  exclusive  le^e- 
lation.  Indeed,  over  many  of  the  places  por- 
ohased  for  forta,  arsenals,  and  the  like  purposes, 
the  States  in  which  they  are  have  retained 
their  concurrent  Jurisdiction.  'Whenoe,  then, 
the  right  to  bold  them,  if  legislation  over  them 
mnst  be  exclnsive,  and  can,  in  no  case,  be  con- 
onrrentt  So,  if  a  State  shonld  convey  tl^ 
whole  domain  to  the  United  States,  would  it 
affect  the  constitutional  powers  of  the  two 
Governments  I  Snppose  the  United  States  con- 
stract  a  public  road  through  the  public  lands  in 
Ohio,  for  example,  as  they  have  a  right  to  do, 
and  erect  gates  on  it,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
erect  gates  on  the  Cumberland  road — are  not 
the  powers  of  Congress  over  the  two  roads  pre- 
tisely  the  same  t  If  different,  wherein  do  uiey 
differ  t  Congress  cannot  exercise  exclnsive 
legislation  over  one  fbot  of  this  road  in  Ohio, 
any  more  than  over  that  part  of  it  In  Pennsyl- 
vania, although  the  one  in  Ohio  is,  in  tratb,  a 
part  of  the  public  domain ;  and  the  reason  is, 
that  neither  of  Ihem  (s  for  any  of  the  purpoaes 
over  which  this  high  power  is  permitted  to  be 
given.  Bnt  both  OUo  and  PeonsylTaiiia  have 
ooncnrrent  jurisdiction  and  legial^on  over  the 
respective  roads,  in  common  wiUi  tiie  Unit»d 
St^es.  And,  in  my  Judgment,  Oongrcm  has 
the  right  to  make  laws  to  protect  the  tide,  and 
to  preserve  the  property  in  both  roads  from  de- 
struction. Puttmg  np  gates  are  the  ngnal  and 
ordinary  means  of  preserving  this  sort  nf 
property.  It  impooes  no  hardship  upon  any 
one.  It  affects  none  bnt  the  passenger,  and  he 
pays  only  for  the  bemcdit  he  receives  at  the 
time. 

Hr.  B.  Wood,  after  ^ving  a  brief  history  of 
the  cession  of  Virginia,  of  1764,  and  of  the  or- 
dhianoe  of  1767,  stated  that  the  United  8tate^ 
in  the  act  of  180B  for  Um  odmiarion  of  Ohio 


State,  sold  by  OongreHs,  should  be  applied  to 
the  laying  out  and  making  of  public  rosds  lead- 
ing from  the  navigable  waters  emp^riog  into 
the  Atlanldc,  to  the  Ohio,  to  be  laia  ont  under 
the  authority  of  Oongress,  with  the  consent  of 
the  several  States  through  which  the  road 
should  pasB,  in  oondderation  of  an  exemption 
of  the  Unds,  sold  by  the  United  States,  from 
taxation  by  the  State  for  a  given  period.  Tbsl, 
by  an  act  of  the  subsequent  year,  passed  at  the 
request  of  Ohio,  three  of  the  five  per  cent,  wu 
agreed  to  be  pud  to  Ohio,  for  the  porpcae  of 
maifing  roads  within  the  said  State,  and  tvo 
per  cent,  only  was  reserved  to  be  expended  in 
the  manner  stipulated  by  the  former  act  Tbs 
United  Statfia,  m  conformity  with  the  tenna  of 
the  compact,  obtained  the  consent  of  ths  State* 
of  Uaryland,  Pennsylvania,  and  Tir^ia,  to 
their  making  a  road  from  Cnmberland  to  ths 
river  Ohio.  In  1806  the  United  Stslea  made 
an  appropriation  to  commence  the  making  of 
the  said  road,  and  have  gone  on  making  ^ipro- 
priations  until  the  road  was  completed. 

The  whole  amount  (tf  the  two  per  cent  fniid, 
on  the  Slst  December,  1826,  arising  from  tbs 
sales  of  the  public  lands  in  Ohio,  Indiana,  Oli- 
nois.  and  Uissoori,  amounted  only  to  two  hns- 
dred  and  ninety-two  thousand  four  hnoditd 
and  seventy-seven  dollars  and  three  oeal^  ui 
the  moneys  expended  by  the  Oovemment  on 
tbe  Cumberlana  road,  from  1806,  to  December. 
1837,  amounted  to  one  million  eight  hundred 
and  thirty-eight  thousand  and  aerenty-fimr  id- 
lora  and  twenty  centa ;  mtnre  than  nx  time*  u 
much  OS  was  retinired  by  a  literal  peribimsaoa 
of  the  stipulation  with  the  State  of  Obio. 
Thus,  Bfdd  Hr.  W.,  the  Unit«d  States  have  an- 
ticipated the  two  per  cent,  fond  many  yein  in 
advance,  and  have  honorably  AiIfiQed  theuiee- 
roent  with  the  Weetem  States,  lley  ut* 
laid  out  and  made  the  road  agreeably  to  the 
stipulation,  and  therefore  are  under  no  brtbH 
obligations  in  relation  to  that  road.  It  it,  bov* 
ever,  very  desirable  that  so  important  a  road, 
and  upon  which  so  much  money  has  been  ex- 
pended, should  be  placed  in  a  dtuatloD  to  of 
port  itseU|  and  be  kept  in  constant  repair. 
The  beat  mode  to  ensure  the  preserratioD  ol 
the  rood  is  the  establishment  of  t<dl-gat<s,  wilk 
the  exaction  of  a  very  moderate  toU  and  u 
wpropriatacm  <tf  the  revenne,  after  dedsctiBg 
the  wipenxa  of  eolleotion,  to  the  oootlniul  in- 
provement  of  the  road.  By  this  plan  the  row 
will,  at  a  very  small  expense  to  those  who  shiS 
er^oy  the  benefit  of  it,  be  kept  in  oonsUnt  re- 
pair, and  will  be  mode  as  perfect  as  tfae  nstnte 
of  the  ground  and  the  materials  will  »Jnit 
No  otyeotion  has  been  made  to  this  mode  of 
keeping  the  rood  in  repair ;  but  two  propM- 
tions  have  been  made  relative  to  the  mesna  br 
which  it  shall  be  carried  into  effect.  Tha  lull 
proposes  that  the  General  Government  sliwl  re- 
pair the  road,  erect  the  gates,  fix  and  eoUwt 
the  toll,  and  expend  the  suiplns  reveane  in  ue 
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impniTeineiit  of  the  road.  The  Bmendinent 
propose!  to  transfer  whatever  elaiuu  the  United 
Statfis  have  to  the  road,  to  the  Btates  throach 
wMch  it  passes,  in  fiill  faith  that  thej  will  t^e 
the  proMT  steps  for  the  preservation  of  the 
road.  I  am  decidedlj  in  f&vor  of  the  last  of 
tiMse  proposiUons.  It  is  inutiat«rial,  to  those 
who  OM  the  road,  hy  which  Government  the 
toll  u  «ollected,  and  Uie  road  b  kept  in  repur ; 
bnt  it  is  all-important  to  the  preservatian  of 
oar  poKtical  institatioiis  that  tbia  power  should 
be  uercised  hj  that  Government  to  which,  in 
die  partition  of  tiieir  sovereign  power,  the  peo- 
ple bave  allotted  it. 

Tbe  power  to  regolatfl  highways  is  oertunly 
not  among  the  enumerated  powen  of  the  Gen- 
eral GovemmeDt ;  nor  does  it  seem  to  he  a  ne- 
MMuj  incident  to  an?  one  of  Uiose  powers. 
Tbe  powers  of  the  General  Government  were 
inteBoed  for  those  purposes  for  which  the 
States  were  not  competent ;  and  it  ia  hardl j 
ponible  to  select  an  object  of  anthority  more 
ot  ■  local  natnre,  and  more  completely  subject 
tODnmieipal  resfolation,  than  highways.  It  is 
also  doubtAil  wbetber  it  is  competent  for  the 
Oenaral  Government  to  establish  snoh  inferior 
tiibonak,  and  to  appoint  sach  mimsterijil  of- 
fioen,  as  woold  be  necessary  to  enforce  the 
cdlection  of  the  tolL  The  evasion  of  the  tolL 
and  injaries  to  tbe  road,  can  only  be  prevented 
bj  winrts  and  officers  in  tbe  neighborhood  of 
the  road.  This  wonld  be  an  extension  of  the 
jndtciary  system  of  the  United  States  to  pnr- 
potw  which  do  not  seem  to  have  been  within 
Um  contemplation  of  the  constitution.  This 
•lerdse  of  anthorttv  by  the  General  Qovern- 
■Kntwonld  intrenon  upon  the  judicial  anthor- 
%  of  the  States ;  wonld  efiaoe  the  lines  of  dis- 
tinctioa  between  (he  jmigdiction  of  tbe  Gene- 
nl  and  State  Qovemmenta ;  and  wonld  lead  to 
ai  abridgment  of  the  oonstitntional  powers  of 
llie  States.  If  the  operation  of  the  act  shonld 
d^eod  on  the  jndicial  snthoiity  of  the  TTnited 
Btitas  IS  now  organized,  the  expense  of  prose- 
ntions  woold  effectually  prevent  its  eiecntion 
by  the  asenrance  of  indemnity  to  offenders. 
It  is  Dot  a  sabject-niatter  for  cononrrent  jnris- 
fietJOQ,  as  has  been  intimated ;  the  imposition 
of  fadi  eihanata  the  mbjeot,  and  mnst  neoessa- 
rily  be  ezclnrive. 

It  has  been  laH  that  the  General  Govem- 
luot  may  «iforce  the  collection  of  toll,  and  re- 
eorer  the  penalties  for  the  violation  of  die  law, 
hj  the  eonrts  and  ndnbteriat  officers  of  the 
BtatM.  Adndtting,  for  the  sake  of  argoment, 
lliat  the  State  officers  might,  if  they  chose,  ei- 
trtise  this  anthori^,  it  is  evident  that  they 
•onld  not  be  colpable  for  the  omisuon,  and  it 
vonld  bs  unsafe  and  improvident  to  rely  for 
Um  eiecntioD  of  yonr  laws  upon  tbe  volnutary 
(lereise  of  antbority  by  jadioial  officers.  It 
hu  been  farther  alleged,  that  Pennsylvania  has 
iipreHly  aathorized  the  coUection  of  toll  on 
ttui  road  by  the  General  Government.  This  is 
■0  admiwioo  that  the  General  Government  has 
u  ntbority  in  this  oase.    If  the  General  Gov- 


ernment possessed  the  power,  the  grant  was 
nnnecessary ;  and  if  no^  it  is  not  competent 
for  Fennsylvania  to  aiipp^  the  defect.  No  one 
will  contend  that  it  is  in  the  power  of  a  single 
State  to  enlarge  or  diminish  Uie  powers  of  tbe 
General  Government,  or  that  this  can  be  done 
in  any  other  way  than  by  an  amendment,  in  the 
mode  provided  by  the  constitution.  It  has  also 
been  contended  that  tbe  Gnmberland  road  be- 
longs to  the  General  Government,  and  that  Ju- 
risdiction over  it  results  from  the  property. 

Mr.  P.  P.  BARBOua  s^d :  This  subject  of  in- 
ternal improvenient,  in  ita  different  phases,  has 
engaged  the  attention  of  Congress  for  a  series 
of  years.  On  some  former  occasions,  and  on 
one  of  them  particnlarly,  perhaps  eleven  years 
ago,  I  took  a  part  in  the  discaseion,  and,  to  the 
utmost  of  my  ability,  I  then  endeavored,  in  an 
elaborate  argument,  to  prove  that  it  was  utter- 
ly without  the  s^jiere  of  the  conatitutional 
power  of  Oongress.  It  is  not  my  purpose  now 
to  retraoe  my  steps  in  that  discussion.  I  may 
be  allowed,  however,  merely  to  suggest  some 
of  the  prominent  positions  which  I  then  ooou. 
pied.  I  wonld  not  do  eveu  this,  if  it  were  not 
to  express  my  dissent  from  some  of  the  views  of 
the  genUemanfrom Pennsylvania,  with  whom  I 
concur  tn  the  (^eral  rwult  at  which  be  has 
arrived.  I  denied  the  power  of  Oongress  to 
appropriate  money  for  the  oonstrnation  of 
roads,  upon  Iheae  plun  princki)les ;  that  if,  aa 
tbe  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  has  admitted, 
wa  had  no  right  to  construct,  we  could  not 
have  tbe  power  to  appropriate  money  for  their 
construction ;  that  tne  power  of  appropriatioa 
was  a  mean  for  the  attainment  of  certain  endsj 
whidi  were  specified ;  that,  whenever  we  had 
not  power  to  eieonte  the  end,  we  conld  not  use 
the  means  which  conduced  l«  it:  for  that 
would  be  to  say,  that  what  we  had  not  a  power 
to  do,  we  yet  bad  a  power  to  cause  to  be  done. 
Ihoa,  if  we  had  no  power  to  raise  and  support 
armies,  or  to  provide  and  malntun  navies,  we 
could  not  rightfully  appropriate  money  Jot 
either  of  those  purposes. 

As  to  the  reasonmg  which  attempted  to  de- 
rive the  power  to  construct  roads  fit>m  that  to 
regulate  commerce,  from  tbe  military  power, 
and  even  from  that  to  establish  poat-offioes  ana 
post  roadsj  I  resisted  it  upon  the  ground  that  it 
led  to  an  inadmissible  latitude  of  construction, 
and  on  indefinile  train  of  implication,  which 
wonld  mn  ont  to  such  remote  conseqaences,  as 
to  obliterate  every  line  of  partition  between  the 
Federal  and  State  Governments.  Thus,  for  ex- 
ample, take  the  power  of  establishing  post 
roads,  which  bears  upon  Ita  face  the  strongest 
plausibility ;  this,  I  contended,  meant  only  to 
designate  the  mail  routes,  as  is  shown  not  only 
by  the  plain  meaning  of  the  terms,  but  by  ths 
practice  of  the  Government  from  its  com- 
mencement :  for  all  the  laws,  professing  by 
their  titles  to  establish  post  ro&ds,  did  nothing 
more  than  declare  what  roads  should  be  mm 
routes ;  and  this  argument  ought  to  have  inuob 
wraght  with  those  gentlemen  who  repose  bo 
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dent.  SoWj  nr,  let  iu  for  a  moment  examine 
tlie  long  train  of  implications  vbicb  have  been 
derived  fi:om  this  single  clanee.  The  power  to 
establish,  it  is  eaid,  Impliea  the  right  to  create : 
the  right  to  create,  implies  that  to  preserve : 
the  right  to  preserve,  implies  that  to  tompike : 
that  to  tornpike  implies  that  to  erect  gates: 
that  to  erect  gates,  implies  that  to  oullect  toll : 
that  to  collect  toll,  implies  that  to  punish  for 

non-payment.    I  will  appeal  to  the  '"" 

to  aaj,  if  this  process  of  reasoning  c 
tained,  whether  the  advocates  of  the  aeditioii 
law  were  not  equally  snstained  in  tjieir  argn- 
ment,  when  they  reasoned  thus :  we  have 
power  to  suppress  insarreotions ;  (he  publica- 
tion of  seditions  papers,  and  uttering  aeditious 
words,  lead  to  inanrrectiona ;  the  sappression 
of  these  will  tend  to  prevent  Insoneotions : 
prevention  is  one  of  the  rnodw  of  snppreaalon 
we,  therefore,  logically  prove  our  rignt  thus  tt 
suppress  insurrections,  and  oonseqnentljr  oni 
right  to  pass  the  sedition  law.  This  Und  of 
argument,  in  either  case,  may,  I  think,  tw  fairlj 
represented  by  comparing  it  to  a  oone  invert- 
''     18  the  one  must  &11,  by  the  laws  of  mat- 


withoQt  the  base. 

But  I  promised  not  to  go  into  the  argument 
of  these  questions,  and  I  will  therefore  forbear 
to  notice  them  ferther.  Before,  however,  I 
come  to  the  views  whioh  I  propose  to  present, 
permit  me,  for  a  moment,  to  traoe  the  history 
of  our  progress  on  this  snbJecL  At  the  last 
season  of  the  Fonrtoenth  Congress,  b  bill 
passed  both  Eooses,  setting  apart  a  particular 
fund  for  the  constrootion  of  roads  and  canals : 
this  bill  was  r^ect«d  by  the  then  Prendent 
(Mr.  U&DisoK,)  on  the  last  day  of  his  official 
life,  and  npon  the  express  ground  that  it  was 
nnconstitDtiona].  At  the  first  session,  I  think, 
of  the  fifteenth  Congress,  a  resolntion  was  re- 
ported to  the  House,  affirming  the  power  of 


ing  oar  power  to  constroct  post  roads  and  mili- 
tary ana  commercial  roads  and  canals.  The 
Honse  sust^ed  the  one,  afflrmiug  the  power 
of  appropriation ;  but  reacted  all  those  whioh 
affirmed  the  power  of  coDstruction.  At  an 
after  time,  a  bill  passed  Congress  anthori;nng 
the  erection  of  toll-^tes  on  this  Onmberlanl 
road,  which  was  rqected  by  the  then  Presi- 
dent, (Ur.  MoNBos,)  Upon  the  gronnd  that  it 
was  nnoonstitutional.  Thus  we  nave  the  opin- 
ion of  one  Honse  of  BepresentatiYes,  and  two 
Presidents,  agfunst  the  power  now  claimed ; 
for  it  is  obvious  that  the  denial  of  the  power 
to  construct  Involved  the  denial  of  that  to 
erect  gates ;  and  yet  now  the  power  is  gravely 
oouteuded  for.  Precedents,  It  seems,  are  to 
have  ereat  weight,  when  they  support  power ; 
but  wnen  they  deny  it,  they  are  to  be  ntterly 
disregarded. 
Without  farther  remark,  I  come  directly  to 


the  question  before  na.    We  are  told  by  the  ad- 
vooatea  (rf  this  bill  that  it  may  be  snpported 
npon  two  groonda:  first,  that  llie  consttttitioo, 
par  w,  gives  ns  the  power  of  erecting  toll- 
gates.    And,  secondly,  that  if  it  did  not,  we 
are  anthorlzed  to  do  it  by  coiopaot.     Let  oa 
examine  these  grounds  separately,  in  the  ord^ 
in  which  they  have  been  stated.     Mj  promisf 
to  the  coromittee  will  preclude  me  maa  da- 
coBsing  this  snbject  upon  the  old  ground  of 
oonstitntional  ot^ection,  to  some  of  which  I 
have  already  merely  alluded ;  but  I  beg  leave 
to  offer  some  new  views,  in  this  aspect  of  the 
question,  which  seem  to  me,  of  themsdvcs,  to 
be  decisive  of  it    The  bill  proposea  to  erect 
tnmpike  gates,  and  to  collect  toll  f^om  tbow 
who  use  tiie  road.    Toll  thus  collected  would 
be  a  tax :  not  only  is  it  embraced  by  the  jntt 
definition  of  the  word  ta^  but  the  beat  writeti 
on  political  economy  call  it  a  tax;  nor  can 
there  be  a  poadble  doubt  npon  the  sulgect-, 
for  every  requisition  of  money  by  the  Oovem- 
meut  from  the  people  is  a  tax,  and  this  bill 
makes  such  a  req^sition.     The  eonstitaliao 
gives  to  Oongreea  power  to  lay  and  ooDcct 
taxes,  dnties,  imposts,  and  excises  to  pay  ths 
debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defence  sod 
general  welfare ;  bnt  it  imposes  these  two  lim- 
itations :   First,  that  all  duties,  imposts,  ind 
excises,  shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  Uaited 
States.     Secondly,  that   every  capitation  or 
direct  tax  shall  be  in  proportion  to  the  censn* 
or  enumeration  which  it  directs  to  be  made  of 
leople.    Now,  the  tolls  required  to  be  psid 
by  tliis  Dill  are  not  in  conformity  with  either 
of  these  limitations :  it  is  neither  apportioned 
npon  the  people  of  the  United  States  aocoidiug 
to  the  census,  nor  can  it  be  pretended  to  be 
nniform  throughout  the  United  States ;  for  (be 
obvious  reason  that  it  is  required  only  of  tbow 
who  pass  one  single  road,  and  for  the  liberty  rf 
iisinff  it.    A  tax  for  the  use  of  a  road  snrd? 
could  not  be  nniform  unless  it  was  required,  to 
the  same  amount,  of  those  who  passed  all  0* 
roads  In  the  United  States.    To  illustrate  tliii 
by  example :  snppose  that  Congress,  in  oooaid- 
eration  of  a  great  expenditure  upon  a  partieoUr 
harbor,  shoiJd  require  the  ships  entering  tbU 
harbor  only  to  pay  a  tonnage  duty,  or  to  pay  i 
larger  tonnage  duty  in  one  port  thsn  In  sa- 
otiier;   or  snppose  that  we  were  to  require 
postage  npon  wis  road  only,  or  a  larger  poriage 


ctmstittition  would  not  be  violated  in  either 
case  t  And  if  it  would,  then  it  follows  that 
this  toll  cannot  be  imposed. 

Bnt  there  is  another  view,  which  will  pl>^ 
this  sul^ect  in  a  strong  light  Whosoever  wiU 
attentively  examine  the  constitution,  will  Soi 
that  all  the  powera  which  it  gives  to  OongrHs 
have  relation  to  persons  and  things,  eiMpt 
two ;  those  two  are  the  power  to  exeicise  ei- 
clnsive  le^slstion  over  the  seat  of  the  federal 
Government,  and  places  purchased  Ibr  the 
erection  at  forts,  magasines,  &e.,  and  the  powec 
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to  dispow  at,  ind  make  all  needfnl  roles  and 
legnUtioDj  reapecting  the  territory  of  the 
Upited  States.  Now,  sir,  the  nile  whioh  has 
beec  establiilied,  ex  eatMdra,  hj  which  to  de- 


li thia:  that  the  States  retain  all  the  sovereign' 
tj  irhich  the  constitution  has  not  delegated  es- 
dodTel;  to  the  United  Btates.  This  eiclnsive 
delcgilion,  says  the  some  aathority,  onljr  exists 
iDtbve  oases: '1st,  where  the  ooostitatdon  in 
upnea  terms  grants  an  eiolosjve  aathorit;  to 
thsOnimi,  as,  for  example,  the  eiclnaive  legia- 
ktkn  OTer  the  seat  of  Government,  &&  ;  aeo- 
oitdlT,  where  it  grants  an  anthoritj  to  the 
DaioD,  and  prohibits  the  States  from  exercising 
I  lite  authority ;  as,  for  example,  the  power  to 
mn  money,  which  is  granted  to  Oongress,  and 
pndubiied  to  the  States;  thirdly,  where  it 
gnats  an  anthoritjr  to  the  Union,  to  which  a 
amUr  aslhority  id  the  States  would  be  abso- 
bddf  and  totally  conbvdictorj  and  repugnant. 
0ns  eaiiiple  which  is  given,  is  the  power  to 
Wibliah  a  nniform  i^e  of  natoralizatioa 
Ihnn^ost  the  United  States ;  thia,  it  is  Mdd, 
iiMt  bs  exdneivQ,  because,  if  each  State  had 
poTR  to  prescribe  a  distinct  role,  there  conld 
be  tio  miiform  role.  Except  in  these  three 
tloHs  of  oases,  it  is  said,  that,  as  the  State 
BTtrdgnty  is  not  alienated,  Congress  have  not 
ndiaiTe  power,  and  oonseqnently  the  State 
OoTenuaents  haye  a  cononrrent  power  with 
tbem.  The  third  branch  of  this  mie,  that  ia, 
flu  CDS  which  declares  the  power  of  the  Fed- 
wriGoTsmnient  to  be  exolnsive,  where  an  an- 
tbuntj  is  granted  to  the  Union,  to  which  a 
bdOit  aathority  in  the  States  would  be  abso- 
Ittdr  anil  totally  contradictory  and  repngnant, 
im  a  direct  tiA  important  bearing  upon  the 
pntHit  qnestioD,  where  the  powers  of  the 
fedwtl  Govenunent  expend  their  force  upon 
pennu  and  thinga,  thwe  may  be  many  in- 
rtUDM  in  which,  under  this  principle,  the 
Stites  may  dum  a  ooncorrent  power,  beoaose 
tie  DperatitHi  of  the  Federal  Government  npon 
them  doea  not  neoeeaarily  exhanst  the  power. 
tna  ia  the  very  stronc  cose  of  taxation,  it  la 
"ill  the  States  have  this  ooncorrent  power ; 
Uion^  there  may  bo  inconvenience  in  the  ao- 
bon  of  the  Federal  and  Btate  Governments 
iipcn  the  same  snbjeet,  yet  there  is  no  neces- 
"fT  <MU^ailiction  and  repncnancy,  l>ecanae, 
uon^  the  one  Government  ^oold  consume  a 
pvtun  of  the  property  of  the  dtdzens  by  taxa- 
tx^  a  portion  would  atill  remain  for  me  de- 
■undi  of  the  other.  Bnt^  sir,  this  cannot  be 
tucne  where  the  Federal  Government  daims 
to  eawaeadireot  Jorisdiclion  over  the  soil, 
*w«  in  regard  to  mere  property,  though  differ- 
^  pmoni  may,  at  the  same  time,  own  a  Joint 
"')•'«*;  or,  wie  may  own  a  preeent,  and  an- 
iw«  a  fiitnre  interest ;  or,  there  may  be  other 
PwUe  ckrcnmitancee  prodooing  modifications 
« interest;  jet,  it  is  a  proposirion  whioh  can- 
ut  be  denied,  that  two  different  persons  can- 
■^  It  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  eut^ect, 


possess  distinct  and  independent  righta,  each 
embracing  thewhde  interest  in  that  snbjeet; 
this  would  be  legally  as  impossible  as  it  would 
be  physically  for  two  different  masses  of  mat- 
t«r,  at  the  same  time,  to  oocnpy  the  same 
space,  K  this  would  be  the  esse  in  regard  to 
property,  how  mnoh  stronger  is  the  proposition 
when  applied  to  jurisdiction. 

All  the  powers  of  Government  may  be  con- 
sidered as  emanations  from  its  sovereignty; 
bnt  what  I  now  speak  of.  is  that  complete  and 
perfect  jurisdiction  which  necessarily  includes. 
aa  a  part  of  its  definition,  the  right  in,  and 
power  over,  the  domain  or  territory.  When- 
soever and  whereaoevei  this  jarisdiction  is  ex- 
ercised directly  over  the  soil,  as  the  subject  of 
its  action,  it  must  be  eiolusive ;  beeanse,  as  the 
Jnrisdit^on  of  a  Government  embraces  the 
whole  right  in  and  power  over  the  soil,  when- 
ever it  exercises  it  mrectty  on  that  subject,  the 
Jnrisdiction  of  any  other  Government  must  ne- 
cessarily be  absolutely  and  totally  contradic- 
tory and  repngnant,  if  brought  to  act  upon  the 
same  subject.  Thus,  to  illostrate;  When  the 
General  Government  shall  have  tumpilied  a 
par^cnlar  road,  and  established  toU-gat«a,  if  a 
State  were  to  attempt  to  regulate  or  to  oMm 
the  same  road,  the  two  powers  conld  not  exist 
together — the  action  of  the  first  Government 
directly  npon  the  right  of  soil  having  exhansted 
the  whole  subject,  and  expended  the  whole 
power  over  it.  Accordingly,  with  a  view  to 
prevent  this  necessary  colhsion  of  jurisdiction, 
in  the  dause  relating  to  the  seat  of  Govern- 
ment, &e.,  the  juriodiction  or  legislation  is, 
totidem  rerlU,  declared  to  be  exclusive ;  and, 
in  the  other,  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  need- 
ful rules  as  to  the  public  land,  it  mnst  be  ex- 
do^ve,  from  the  necessity  of  the  case;  be- 
cause, no  other  power  can  exercise  jurisdiction, 
inasmuch  as  that  implies  the  ownership  in  the 
domun,  which  is  in  the  General  Government 
alone.  We  are  told,  however,  that  Oongress 
have  passed  laws  to  punish  robberies  of  the 
ma'],  &a,  and  that  this  power  is  no  stronger. 
I  answer,  that,  without  stopping  to  inqaire 
whether  ^ey  rightfully  had  power  to  pass  such 
laws,  there  is  no  analogy  in  the  cases ;  because, 
there  the  power  acta  upon  persons,  but  here  it 
proposes  to  act  directly  upon  the  soil  as  ita  sub- 
ject No  one  can  donbt  but  that  the  erectJon 
of  toll-gates  and  demanding  toll  is  an  exercise 
of  jurisdiction  which  can  be  founded  only  on 
a  nght  to,  and  power  over,  the  soil.  If  so,  and 
the  principle  be  true,  that  the  Jnrisdiction  in 
the  Federal  GoT-emment,  in  its  direct  action 
upon  the  soil,  must,  whore  it  exists  at  all,  be 
exdnaive,  then  it  results  that  the  States  have 
not,  in  this  respect,  concurrent  power — that  is, 
that  they  cannot  turnpike  any  road  which  ia 
declared  to  be  a  post  road — thus  ^vin^  to  the 
General  Government  exdnnve  junsdicUon  over 
one  hundred  and  fourteen  thousand  miles  of 
post  road,  which  we  now  have,  without  the 
assent  of  the  States,  though  the  oonstitDtion 
requires  that  assent  before  it  can  be  divested  of 
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ita  jnrisdiotioii,  in  tba  (mall  enrfitce  which  is 
the  seat  of  OoTeniment,  aoA  the  other  incon- 
siderable placM  which  it  enumerates.  Agun. 
air.  See  to  what  lengths  this  prindpte  wonla 
carry  ns.  If  Oowreas  have  a  nght  to  tnrnpilce 
roads,  then  ihej  have  a  right  to  adopt  the  ac- 
CDStomed  meaoa  of  doing  it;  but,  one  of  the 
most  asnal  means  is  the  moorporation  of  com- 
panies ;  and  thns  we  might  hare  everj  rood  in 
the  Union  in  the  handa  of  incorporated  compa- 
nies, demanding  tolls  of  the  people,  which 
Congress  mnst  make  high  enou^  to  yield  them 
a  dividend  npon  their  stock.  This  is  not  all : 
we  ore  told  that  the  right  to  create  implies  the 
right  to  preserve.  Upon  this  principle.  Con- 
gress miglit,  witli  a  view  to  preaervation,  pro- 
hibit any  citizen  from  pastimg  it,  nnlese  his 
wheels  were  of  a  given  width ;  and,  indeed,  in 
tbis  very  bill,  it  is  provided  that  those  whose 
wheels  exceed  six  inchaa  in  width  sliaU  be  ex- 
empt from  toll. 

Bnt,  sir,  I  affirm  the  proposition,  and  I  call 
upon  eentlemen  to  refute  it  if  they  can,  ttiat, 
with  tne  exception  of  the  cases  provided  fbr  in 
the  constitntion,  of  a  seat  of  Government,  the 
sites  of  forta,  magazines,  Ac.,  it  is  not  compe- 
tent for  the  General  Government  to  eseroise 
jnrisdiction,  or  to  aeqaire  by  pnrchase,  Jnrisdio- 
tion  and  property,  in  and  over  one  square  foot 
of  territory  in  one  of  the  States,  Let  me  not 
be  misnnderstood ;  I  speak  not  here  of  onr  ^nb- 
lio  lands  lying  within  any  of  the  States ;  onr 
power  over  them  resnlts  from  a  substantive  and 
distinct  provision  of  the  constitution.  But  my 
proposition  applies  to  those  States,  in  all  the 
soil  of  which  the  Stale  Govemmenta  have  the 
right  boUi  of  soil  and  Jurisdiction :  snch,  for 
example,  as  the  State  of  Uateaohnsetts.  In 
snch  a  cose  as  this,  I  repeat,  that  I  defy  a  refu- 
tation of  my  proposition, 

I  have  two  onjections  to  the  amendment, 
which  I  wonld  desire  to  liave  obviated.  They 
ore  these:  I  wonld  prefer  that  the  langnage 
should  lie  all  the  right  which  we  claim  tonave, 
rather  tlian  as  it  is,  all  the  right  which  we  may 
have ;  the  other  is  the  proviso,  whidt  proposes 
to  attach  certain  conditions  to  the  surrender. 
I  wonld  prefer  an  absolute  unqualified  smren- 
der  of  all  onr  pretensions,  expressed  in  t«rma 
which  could  not,  by  implication  eve%  be  tor- 
tured into  any  admisdon  that  we  had  claim ; 
but  if  these  obJeoUons  cannot  be  removed,  I 
will  vote  for  uie  smendtuent  in  its  present 
form,  aa  the  nearest  attainable  approximatioa  to 
what  I  think  ought  to  be  done. 

[nere  the  debate  closed  for  this  daf.] 


FmDAT,  January  98. 


The  following  resolution,  reported  from  the 
Committee  on  Retrenchment,  on  tbe  Slst 
inst,  by  Ur.  WtOKiJFn,  came  np  fbr  consider- 

"Uttelttd  by  Iht  SenaU  mndBoun  of  Btprt»e*t«- 


tirttoflhi  UtUUdSlaieiinOoiufrtnattaKblidjTbtt 
the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  and  Clerk  of  the  HoMS 
of  Bepiesentatives,  shall  prohibit  the  use  of  the  ala- 
tionerj  of  the  two  Houses,  in  folding  or  eodoning 
any  documents,  pamptUels,  or  package,  other  thin 
such  18  may  have  t>een  printed  by  order  of  either 
House  of  Congress,  oc  such  manuscript  decumenti 
as  may  relate  to  the  buvness  of  the  same." 

Ur.  WioKum  briefly  stated  the  object  of 
the  resolution,  aa  intended  to  prevent  tne  un- 
warrantable use,  or  the  abnse  of  the  eiistii^ 
privilege  of  members  in  relation  to  stationery, 
by  endodog,  for  the  pnrpose  of  distribntioo, 
matter  which  had  no  connection  with  the  bna- 
ness  of  the  Hoose. 

Ur.  Whjix  inouired  of  the  mover  whether 
any  resolution  hea  been  reported  fhimtheOam- 
mittee  on  Ketrenchment,  showing  the  existeDoe 
and  the  extent  of  sncb  an  abuse  aa  the  gentle- 
man seemed  to  refer  to.  Without  the  most 
oonviufung  evidence  of  the  fact,  he  ehonld  net 
I>e  willing  to  vote  fbr  anoh  a  resolntion  as  this. 
He  hod  uways  been  opposed  to  the  sanctioo- 
ing,  exc^  on  evidence  the  most  incontestable, 
any  eelf-oondemnatoi;  ordioanoe.  He  had  cio> 
oaaion,  some  years  ago,  to  say  to  the  Hoosc^ 
"A  fnnU  Ttudentu  ImperiiJ"  He  thoufht 
the  House  had  done  this.  Tbey  bad  receded 
from  the  front  of  empire  by  stigmatian^  tlwir 
own  body.  The  eondnet  refeired  to  la  this 
resolution  was  admitted  by  all  to  lie  nnwortby 
of  members  of  this  House,  and  he  would  not 
throw  before  the  public  an  imputation  of  it  to 
them  withont  the  fullest  proof. 

Hr.  WioELiFFi  spoke  in  reply.  If  the  gen- 
tieman  wonld  read  the  report  made  by  tbe 
Committee  of  Retrenchment,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, and  would  compare  it  with  the  isstrac- 
tions  given  by  the  House  to  that  committee,  he 
would  see  that  their  dntiee  had  fecial  rsfei^ 
ence  to  the  ezpenditnree  of  this  House.  The 
Dommittee  hod  not  proposed  to  retrench  any  of 
the  expenditures  in  the  departments,  however 
great  might  be  their  amount,  if  they  oonsidered 
Uiem  necessary  to  a  correct  administration  cf 
the  a&irs  of  this  Government,  bi  the  oonm 
of  the  inveetigatiou,  the  committoe  become  tcl- 
ly  aatisfied  that  the  original  purpose,  hid  ia 
view  by  the  House,  in  fifniahing  statioiury  to 
Its  members,  bad  been  greatly  perverted  bf  so 
improper  use  of  the  privilege.  He  did  not 
pretend  to  say  who  bad  been  most  to  blane,  cr 
who  had  been  to  blame  at  all,  in  tliis  matter. 
He  wonld  not  tty  that  be  was  himself  wboUy 
exempt  from  deserved  oensnre.  It  was  hi^^ly 
probable  that,  portly  fhtm  the  force  of  habit, 
and  partiy  from  the  inflnenoe  of  the  example 
of  ouiera  BToond  him,  he  might  have  been  in- 
dnoed  to  extend  this  privilege  beyond  its  pro|v 
er  limits.  He  would  state  one  or  two  facts  to 
the  House :  within  the  first  nxty  days  of  tba 
tost  session  there  had  Iwen  printed  (as  be  nn- 
derstood,  and  had  reason  to  believe,  for  he  conld 
not  speak  with  absolute  oertaioty)  within  tbii 
District,  between  thirty  and  forty  tbousaod 
eopiee  Of  iba  lUchmcHid  address  besides  ten 
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tliouund  copies  of  the  North  Oarolina  ■ddrem, 
and  several  tbouKsnd  of  the  s^dreaa  from  Waah- 
iDgloa,  in  PennejlTama.  All  Qieee  had  been 
folded  Mid  wrapped  np  in  the  folding  rooma  o " 
ibis  Honse,  or  at  least  ont  of  the  etatiocer 
fiinusb«d  for  tho  nae  of  members.  Be^de 
these,  two  other  docoments  had  been  pat  ap  ii 
like  msnner,  one  of  them  parporting  to  M  a 
copj  of  the  offidal  doonmenta  respecting  the 
Si  MUitiamen ;  the  other  waa  a  docament-pnr- 
portiug  to  have  been  written  bj  a  gentleman 
from  Ohio,  bat  whose  oontenta  were  known  to 
tLose  ool;  who  had  read  it.  He  did  not  aaf  or 
iBEiniuUe  that  a  similar  prtotice  had  not  pre- 
Tuledon  the  other  side  of  the  late  great  pol''' 


onlj  an  sdditioiial  reason  why  the  resolation 
ought  to  be  adopted.  If  any  gentleman  would 
coiDpare  the  acooont  for  stationer;  fornished 
it  the  laat  ewaoa,  with  that  of  onj  preceding 
jai,  be  oonld  not  renst  the  impreeeion  that 
man  of  the  pnblio  atationerT-  had  been  oon- 
nmed  than  was  coiled  for  b;  the  badness  of 
thisEoDse, 

Mr.  &TOEBB  sud  that  there  hod,  perhaps, 
been  wme  abuse  in  the  matter  referred  to  in 
thgttaolntioD,  and  be  thought  it  ehoold  be  oor- 
rwial.  The  amonnt  eonsnmed  last  jeor  for 
ititioacry,  he  had  been  informed,  waa  upwards 
of  lii  Oiooaand  dollars.  There  was  oonven- 
itDoe,  too,  in  pennitting  members  to  punhase 
tbeir  own  stationery.  Bf  a  apeoifio  aflowaace 
this  majbe  done,  and  from  three  to  fbnr  thon- 
sod  dolkn  cnt  off  from  tbe  expenditure.  If 
iii«iiibera  were  to  be  allowed  an;  stationery  at 
iH,  he  thought  this  was  the  best  oonrse,  and 
!vmA  to  amend  the  resolution  as  followe : 

Attar  the  words  Honse  of  RepresentatlTes, 
Hrike  oDt  the  balanoe  of  the  resolntion,  and  in- 
Kt:  "Shall  andit,  at  each  session  of  Oongreas, 
'"d  pdj,  ont  of  the  oontingent  funds  of  eaoh 
EoBie,  the  accounts  for  stationery  of  the  mem- 
Kn  of  each  House,  Bctually  paid  by  them;  not 
to  aoeed  the  sum  of  ten  dollars  for  each  tnem- 
W,  dnrin^  one  eesnon :  and  that  the  practtoe 
«f  (nniishwg  staUonerv  to  the  membert  from 
m  Becretory's  and  Clerk's  offloes,  be  £aoon- 
Uiiiiei-  ^ 

Kr.  Etxbbtt  s^d  he  waa  opposed  to  the 
MeBdmenL  for  the  same  reasons  for  which  he 
*u  oppond  to  the  original  retolntion.  He  had 
*PP««  it  in  the  Committee  of  Retrenchment 
audDimtToteagaJnstitintheHonse.  Heshonld 
^ta  into  any  calculation  as  to  Che  number  or 
Kind  of  dDcnioenta  which  hod  been  folded  in 
tM  pnMo  Mper.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Ken- 
iDck;  (Ur.  WioEUFn)  had  made  a  statement 
of  »bnaei_.for  abnses  (Mr.  E.  admitted)  they 
"''^^■hich  hod  taken  place,  in  this  respect, 
w  we  tide  of  the  qnestioo,  and  had  been  oan- 
M  MWilJi  to  admit  that  mmilar  abuses  had 
»M  pace  on  the  other  side  of  the  qnestion. 
UiB  M,  perhapi,  all  that  la  necessary  to  say,  on 
««  point,  with  the  addition  trf  .one  qnsiifica- 
"^   "t.  K.  believed  that  the  abuses,  which 


the  gentlemaa  bad  not  specified,  were  at  least 
eqnot  to  those  which  he  bad.  Bat  he  fihonld 
say  no  more  at>oat  it ;  they  were  abases  on 
whatever  side  ther  took  place.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  resolntion  and  amendment,  be- 
oanse  the  snbject-mattor  is  one  which  we  can- 
not regulate  by  pnblio  enactment.  It  is  one  of 
those  things  which  most  be  left  to  public  sen- 
timent, or  the  private  sentiment  which  exists 
in  the  bosom  of  every  member.  He  was,  him- 
self, willing  to  do  away  with  this  whole  appo- 
r&tna,  of  which  the  stationery  is  a  port.  He 
was  vrilling  to  have  the  hall  swept  and  gar- 
nished— cleared  of  these  inciunbrancea,  and  ex- 
clusively appropriated  to  the  objects  for  which 
it  waa  constructed,  and  the  members  of  tbe 
House  were  convened.  But  he  believed  it  was 
ont  of  tile  qnestion  to  att«mpt  to  remove  tbe 
desks ;  and  while  they  remain,  it  seemed  not 


&  line  between  Aunisbing  these  small  articlee, 
and  those  lavish  expenditures,  Justly  com- 
plained of,  by  any  thing  but  the  operation  of  a 
sense  of  honor  on  the  part  of  the  members  of 
the  House,  or  of  pnbUo  sentiment  upon  them. 
If  any  thing  could  be  effected  by  regulations, 
we  have  l£em  already.  By  what  right  are 
reams,  he  had  almost  said  cart  loads,  <S  paper 
fbrnisned  for  the  folding  of  electioneermg 
phletat  Who  Atmishes  it?  Who  pays 
;}  Have  we  no  executive  officers  of  tlus 
Honse  1  Have  we  no  Committees  of  Accounts  t 
Host  any  thing,  and  every  thiDg,'ia  the  shape 
of  an  account,  be  passed  t  Mr.  E.  asked  not 
to  be  mistaken.  He  caet  no  oensore  on  tbe 
officers,  or  the  committees  of  the  House.  They 
wonid  go  as  &r,  no  donbt,  as  the  Eouae  would 
support  tliem.  But  of  what  use  was  it,  to  pass 
a  resolntion,  direoting  the  Secretory  of  the 
Senate  and  Glerk  of  the  House  to  do  that, 
which  they  were  already  able  to  do  in  Uie  gen- 
eral discharge  of  their  duty.  Mr.  E.  thought 
a  protracted  debate  on  this  subject,  at  a  mo- 
ment when  BO  much  business  of  importance 
waa  before  the  House,  was  inexpedient;  and 
for  this  reason,  moved  to  lay  the  lesolution  on 
the  table. 
The  motion  of  Ur.  £.  waa  determined  in  the 

Mr.  Bates,  of  JGssonri,  add  he  was  not 
qnite  sure  that  it  would  be  considered  proper 
for  him  to  meddle  in  questions  of  this  sort ; 
but  of  this  he  waa  sure,  that  he  would  think 
and  speak  upon  this  sul^ect  as  disinterestedly 
as  any  gentleman  here.  Hy  days  on  this  floor, 
said  Mr.  B.,  are  numbered,  and  are  few ;  as  a 
member  of  this  body,  therefore,  I  cannot  be 
greatly  affected  by  any  new  course  that  may 
now  be  adopted.  I  have  always  nnderstood 
that  the  practice  of  supplying  members  with 
inblio  stationery  was  for  the  good  of  the  pub- 
ic, and  not  as  a  personal  kindness  to  the  mem- 
bers of  this  Honse— for  the  narpose  of  facili- 
tating the  difibsioo  of  nsefol  knowledge  among 
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the  pnblio  paper  and  to  frank  pu^ages,  was 
dengaed  as  a  penonal  boon  to  me,  bat  have 
alwajB  acted  upon  the  idea  that  it  was  the 
priTilege  of  my  conrtitnentH,  intended  eicln- 
eivelj  for  tiheir  benefit.  It  is  the  establbhed 
practice  of  tlie  Honse  to  order  the  printing  of 
great  numbers  of  pobllc  docnmenta  for  the  ose 
of  the  people,  evidently  not  to  be  read  by  ns, 
beoanse  they  are  folded  and  sealed,  and  placed 
on  oar  desks,  ready  to  be  franked  and  mailed. 
This  privilege  is  highly  nsefiil  to  iha  pnblic, 
and  it  is  no  valid  ar^onient  ag^jist  it  that  it  is 
liable  to  be,  or  aotnuly  has  be^  abased.  Every 
other  good  thing  is  obnoiioas  to  the  same  oh- 
jeotion.  Sir,  it  is  the  theory  of  onr  Govern- 
ment,  and  I  believe  that  it  la  veij  trne  in  fact 
that  any  man,  whom  forty  or  fifty  thoosand 
people  may  conaideT  fit  to  represent  them  on 
this  floor,  is  entitled  to  have  impnted  to  him 
some  little  tonch  of  diseretion  and  honesty. 
If  the  consdousness  of  the  dignity  of  a  »eat 
here,  or  a  cooBcioaanesa  of  persona]  respectabil- 
ity among  individnal  members,  cannot  reatrain 
a  dishonest  propensity  to  mean  and  grovelling 
pecnhktions  on  the  public,  I  shall  despair  of  the 
efficacy  of  any  mlea  we   may  adopt.     The 


.i  consequences  infinitely  worse  Hian  thove 
already  ezisting.  Yon  cannot  enforce  the 
modified  enjoyment  of  the  privilege,  as  pro- 
posed in  the  resolotion,  withont  the ' — ' 


able  alike  to  those  who  eieroise,  and  those  who 
are  snttject  to  it  The  abuses  referred  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  (Ur.  Wiok- 
UFFB,)  arising  ont  of  the  high  politaoal  excite- 
ment at  the  last  session  of  Congresa,  are  not  to 
be  wondered  at.  They  will  occur  on  both 
aides,  whenever  snoh  extraordinary  eidtement 
prevails.  The  public  ourioaity  on  saeh  ocoa- 
slons  is  on  the  gape  for  news  from  the  seat  of 
Government,  and  it  is  no  matter  of  aorpriae 
that  errors'  of  jadgmect  ehonld  sometimes  be 
Qommitted,  as  to  the  importance  of  the  matter 
diffiised  among  the  people.  The  abnndanoe  of 
oar  self-love  makes  as  prone  enoagh  to  con- 
sider ever^  thing  that  concerns  ourselves  as  of 
eoffioient  importence  to  be  worthy  of  a  ciroa- 
latioD. 

Hr.  WioELiFFB  said  tha^  aa  to  the  propriety 
of  adopting  either  the  original  resolution  or  the 
amendment,  or  of  postponing  both  indefinitely, 
althoagh  tjie  gentleman  from  New  York  (Mr, 
OAVBBELBii'a)  hod  seen  fit  to  denominate  the 
wbole  a  small  busineas,  still  the  resolntion  hav- 
ing received  the  votes  of  a  m^ority  of  the 
Committee  on  Botrenchment,  and  he  having  in 
obedience  to  that  committee  reported  it  to  the 
Bonse,  he  felt  himself  called  upon  to  make  one 
or  two  obesrvations.  He  coold  not  perceive 
exactly  how  those  gentlemen,  who  had  been 
last  session  zealoos  in  the  caoM  of  reb^iob- 
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ment  and  reform,  ooald  possibly  be  cmposed  to 
a  resolntion  like  this — a  resolntion  wnich  pro- 
posed to  correct,  by  the  authority  of  this 
Eonse,  abases  eiisting  within  its  own  donucjl, 
and  which,  whatever  gentlemen  might  say  to 
the  contrary,  did  call  for  correction  in  soma 
shape  or  other.  He  would  isqaire  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  New  York,  whether  a  waste  of 
the  pnblic  stationery  to  tiie  amoant  of  two  or 
three  thousand  doUsrs  annually,  waa  not  tb 
worthy  of  that  gentleman's  attentioo,  as  three 
or  four  hundred  doUais  expended  for  newepa- 
pers  In  one  of  the  Departments.  The  amonnl, 
it  was  true,  might  not  be  of  any  great  magni- 
tude, yet  it  was  a  manifest  abuse.  Whether  it 
was  one  which  had  sprung  from  a  suddea 
emergency,  or  had  insensibly  grown  up  from  ■ 
course  of  gradual  indulgence,  he  would  leare 
to  the  gentleman  from  Missouri  to  detemunei 
All  genUemen  seem  to  admit  that  the  sbiua 
had  existed.  The  gentleman  from  Vissoui 
might  say  that  this  resolution  would  not  coc- 
rect  it;  but,  for  himself,  he  was  satisfied  tint 
it  would.  But,  should  even  this  be  evaded,  do 
doubt  that  genUeman's  ingenuity  would  somi 
surest  a  remedy.  Very  pos^bly  be  (Mr. 
W.)  might  be  situated  in  the  same  manuet  as 
the  gentleman  from  Missouri.  It  wai  very 
possible  that  he  too  might  have  bat  a  few  re- 
maining days  to  spend  here.  That  was  a  mat- 
ter which  did  not  depend  on  hia  own  wiH 
The  resolution  did  not  go  to  prohibit  such  a  nw 
of  the  public  stationery  aa  the  will  of  Congns 
had  permitted  to  the  predecessors  of  those  who 
now  constituted  that  body.  It  was  only  in- 
tended to  prohibit  its  application  to  matters  ih4 
connected  with  the  business  of  legislation. 
Would  this  House  rdae  a  committee  for  the  ex- 
press purpose  of  pointing  ont  existing  ahnse^ 
with  a  view  to  uieir  correction,  and  then,  aa 
soon  as  the  committee  pointod  out  an  almsei 
and  proposed  a  remedy,  immediitely  vote  it 
down,  because  it  mightjiossibly  lead  to  abnae 
in  some  other  form  1  Would  not  the  adoption 
of  such  a  resolution  as  this  make  its  app(^  ^ 
the  moral  feelings  of  a  succeeding  Congreat 
Was  it  to  be  believed,  that,  in  the  face  rf  swh 
a  reaolution,  members  of  this  Honse  would  sew 
their  stationery  to  their  private  lodgings,  in 
violation  both  of  iU  wiirit  and  letterl  It  sod 
a  member  was  to  be  found,  and  the  fact  coola 
be  proved  upon  bim,  any  gentieman  that  voola 
move  fbr  hia  expulsion  should  bare  bis  zealoni 
support. 

LaUtritt  tn  Wtuitingten. 

The  bni  to  oontinae  in  force  the  ^rorisions 
of  "An  act  to  authorize  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Washington  to  draw  Lotteries,  tss 
considered  in  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and  oc- 
casoned  some  debate. 

Mr.  Ingkbsoll  explMnod  the  reasons  why  ue 
Committee  on  the  I>istrict  had  reported  tie 
bill.  He  disapproved  of  lott«riee  as  mooh  « 
the  gentJeman  from  New  York;  and  if  th* 
were  a  pApomtion  for  the  original  grant  of  <»^ 
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he  aboold  take  the  ume  ground,  and  oertunly 
«ppoM  it ;  bat  it  was  n^^;  for  tU«  renewal 
or  a  pririlege  fbcmer^  granted.  Ur.  I.  then 
vent  into  an  explanation  of  the  (aroamataiicea 
ef  the  ease.  The  hill  did  not  release  the  Cor- 
poration tcxna  its  eiiating  liabilitiaa,  and  he 
tbooght  the  experience  of  that  body  was  ■  very 
Kifficient  aeoajit;  that  thej  would  take  good 
bonds  for  the  future. 

Mr.  Krxmbb  warmly  opposed  the  bilL  He 
bad  opposed  it  in  committee,  and  would  oppose 
it  in  the  HoDse.  Vhat  Konrity  did  that  Eonse 
BOMWB,  that,  if  they  should  pass  the  bill  the 
bo^wration  would  not  do  the  same  thing 
wunl  Then  another  loss  would  h^pen,  and 
the  same  argnoient  would  be  nrged  upon-  the 
EooH  anin.  Was  it  wise  and  prudent  to  en- 
ooonge  lotteries  f  If  it  was  not,  the  House 
ought  not  to  do  it.  If  an  eril  was  committed 
ten  years  ago,  that  was  no  reason  that  it  ahoold 
be  committed  now.  The  Corporation  of  Wadk- 
mgton,  it  seemed,  hod  made  &  had  bargun,  and 
DOW  that  was  urged  as  an  argument  why  the 
House  should  pre  them  an  opportuni^  of 
mikine  another  bod  bargain. 

Ur.llAsns  had  not  had  an  opportnni^  of 
Gonsnlting  the  original  bill,  which  the  pree^it 
me  proiraeed  to  extend;  and  on  his  motdon, 
the  biU  waa  lud  aude  for  the  present. 


Satusdat,  January  24. 

SitreneAmmt. 

The  resolution  from  the  Oommittee  on  Be- 

trancbment,  on  the  onbjeot  of  stationery,  com- 


■Vt. 


r.  Takox  aoid  that  he  had  no  dispodlion  to 
dabv  gentlemen  from  the  ordinary  use  of  ate* 
tUBerr  in  the  Soma,  as  heretofore^  nor  would 
tKh  be  the  effect  of  his  amendouDt.  The 
badnass  of  the  House  would  proceed  as  usual. 
As  to  correspondence,  he  could  hold  up  as 
large  a  bundle  of  letters  as  the  gentleman  from 
Kentuoky ;  [which  he  did.]  A  great  noise  had 
been  made  on  the  subject  of  reformation  and 
ntnnehment ;  but,  alter  waiting  so  long,  what 
hid  the  House  received  f  Three  bills  and  one 
reaolntiaii.  One  of  the  bills  proposed  to  moke 
u  ilteration  in  the  mode  of  furnishing  the 
forage  of  officers  in  the  army ;  another  out  up 
tlM  approprtatjou  for  the  Indian  department ; 
tbebitwas  to  discontinue  secret  serrloe  money 
drniug  peace ;  and  now  the  honorable  gentle- 
nuD^i  reeolntion  went  to  save  a  f^w  reams  of 
paper.  Be  would  not  say  that  he  was  more  fit 
or  more  disposed  to  disoorer  objeota  for  re- 
trenchment than  the  geatieman ;  but  he  really 
thought,  if  he  was  honored  with  a  place  in  that 
committee,  he  conld  find  more  worthy  olijects 
thin  these.  He  would  bring  in  a  bill  to  take 
off  five  thoQSAQd  dollars  a  year  from  the  Presi- 
dent'! salary ;  he  would  take  off  the  Speaker'i 
<itra  pay ;  and  he  would  dock  off  something 
frmt  me  Mf  of  the  members  of  this  House. 
Oil  would  be  doing  something.     Such  ft  bill 


would  be  worth  r«portiDg.  As  to  the  preseait 
reaoloticm,  aedng  that  it  had  oome  into  the 
House,  he,  for  one,  waa  prepared  to  meet  it ; 
he  waa  ready,  for  his  own  part,  to  pay  fiir  aU 
the  stationery  he  mode  nse  of;  it  would  not 
cost  him  more  than  six  dollars,  with  whioh  sum 
he  could  difi^ise  all  uaeM  information  through 
his  district,  as  well  as  if  any  quantity  of  pu>er 
should  be  furnished  him  out  of  tLe  pnblio 
purse. 

Ur.  Hauliok  aaid  that  he  was  exoeedingly 
happy  that  the  gentleman  fixnn  OUo  had  indi- 
cated so  keen  an  appetite  for  retrenchment,  and 
henoe  he  hoped  that  the  oommittee  would  have 
the  benefit  of  his  co-operation  throughout  the 
discussion  of  their  measures ;  but  it  is  a  little 
bard  that  the  eagemees  of  the  wpedte  of  the 
eentleman  should  be  such,  that  he  should  be 
for  proceeding  to  the  banquet  before  half  the 
dishes  are  served  up.  Permit  me  to  aasnre 
him,  that,  before  the  coimnittee  have  floisked 
their  laboiSj  he  will  have  subjeota  suffidently 
comprehensive  and  various  for  the  fall  exeroisa 
of  his  patriotism  and  love  of  frugality.  It  is 
true,  sir,  that  the  committee  have  reported  but 
four  or  five  bills  as  yet,  and  one  resolution ; 
and  those  not  the  most  important  in  oonnectioD 
with  our  late  investigations.  Other  bills,  bow- 
ever,  are  in  progress  and  preparation,  and,  I 
trust,  in  the  oouree  of  the  next  week^at  they 
will  all  be  presented  to  the  House.  This  ddoy 
no  one  regrets  more  than  myseli^  more  egpe< 
ciolly  as  it  resulted  from  my  own  absence  at 
the  early  part  of  the  aesdon.  It  has  so  hap- 
pened, that  the  disouidcm  has  eommenced  on 
one  of  the  moat  Inoonriderable  items  of  re- 
trenohment  which  the  oommittee  have  reocon- 
mmded.  Yet,  he  trasted  that,  minute  as  was 
the  anbiect,  It  mi^t  find  its  qxdogy  in  this 
truth,  Uiat,  however  wrong  it  might  be  that 
charity  dkould  begin  at  home,  it  was  right  that 
retrenchment  ahould  do  so.  But  he  frankly 
confessed,  he  was  greatly  opposed  to  a  waste  of 
time  on  one  Item  of  the  retrenchments  of  this 
House,  when,  perhme,  the  some  consumption 
of  time  would  De  soffldent  for  a  full  conddero- 
tion  of  all  the  savings  whioh  the  committee 
designed,  in  their  bill,  to  propose  for  the  oon- 
ridention  and  adoption  of  the  Eonse.  Witb 
this  view,  he  should  renew  his  motion  to  lie  <» 
tlie  table. 

Ur.  Loiro  observed,  slthongh  opposed  to 
the  principle  oontdned  in  the  resolution, 
he  would  pref^  meeting  the  question  now. 
If  economy  be  the  object^  and  the  resolution 
is  to  pass,  he  thought  the^  House  ought  to 
oot  promptly ;  he  was  not  sore  hot  it  would 
have  been  something  more  of  a  saving  to  the 
Qovemment,  if  the  reeolution  had  been  poaeed 
yesterday,  inasmuch  aa  it  had  been  suggested 
that  there  had  been,  in  the  course  of  the  lost 
evening,  I  will  not  say  in  anticipation  of  the 
passage  of  the  resolution,  some  pretty  heavy 
dranghta  mode  in  the  stationery.  Should  it  be 
postponed  a  few  itff^  longer,  it  would  afford 
ample  opportunity  for  all  the  members  to  be 
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ftimiahed  in  Uie  uine  way ;  oonseqnentlj  it 
miut  loM  ita  eSbct  for  the  present  Oongrem. 
Mr.  L,  wonld  aaj  a  word  in  relation  to  the  re- 
marka  ot  the  gentienun  from  Eentnoky,  (Mr. 
WioEum,)  made  jesterday  <Hi  the  mi^ect  of 
the  reaolntion  noT  under  oonaiderstion ;  he 
did  not,  at  the  time,  ao  partioolari;  notioe  the 
obaorvatiODB ;  bnt  in  his  printed  speech,  which 
appears  in  the  mondng's  paper,  he  has  given  a 
tolerable  minute  statunent  of  the  nomber  of 
copies  of  the  Richmond  addreaa,  the  North 
Oarolina  address,  and  Militia  docmnente,  which 
he  said  had  all  been  wrs^iped  np  in  the  folding 
rooms.  This  information  is  giveo  and  gone 
abroad  for  the  benefit  of  the  people.  Now,  no 
doubt,  it  ia  equally  desirable  that  the  people 
ahoola  be  informed  iatoth»  number  of  oopiee 
of  the  Telegraph  extra,  Ac,  which  was  about 
that  time  oiroalatod  in  the  same  way.  He  had 
DO  donbt  the  gentlemen  had  it  b  his  power  to 
Dive  this  information,  which,  perhaps,  might 
Be  deemed  of  as  much  imporbiooe  as  the  parts 
he  had  oommmiioated  so  minntely. 

The  resolution  was  ordered  to  Ue  on  the 
table— yeas  106,  nays  62. 

Kosi)i.T,  Janmiry  26. 

Oumbtrland  Sdad, 

The   House  went   Into  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  and  took  np  the  bill  for  the  preeerva- 

tion  and  repair  of  the  Oomberland  roail 

Mr.  FoBT  sold :  This  question,  like  all  otbera 
of  great  i  mportance,  oaght  to  be  discossed  dispas- 
sionately. I  feel  that  I  can  meet  it  calmly ;  ont 
I  am  well  aware  that  it  will  be  impossible  to  pre- 
sent my  view  of  i^  without  mnning  into  that  dia- 
tiuted  ETonnd,  so  loudly  defended  by  those  who, 
t  would  appear,  are  the  goardians  of  the  rights 
of  the  Btates.  Sir,  I  bare  attended  patiently 
to  this  disoDssion;  I  have  heard  mnoh  of  the 
Rowing  powers  of  this  Oovemmen^  and  of 
the  imminent  danger  impending  over  the  Statee 
and  over  the  people ;  yet  I  never  in  my  life  felt 
more  tborongnly  oon^oed  that  theee  opinions 
are  illusory  and  the  fears  entertained  entirely 
groundless.  This  Gorenunent  cannot  exist  a 
dngle  day  after  the  Goyemments  of  the  St^ee 
are  destroyed ;  nor  can  it  deprire  the  people  of 
their  libertiea  nnlees  they  ahalt  become  tired  of 
the  predons  inheritance,  and,  like  a  famous  na- 
tion of  old,  who  enjoyed  a  GoTemment  estab- 
lished by  ibe  Most  High,  cry  alond  agunst  It, 
and,  destroying  its  powers,  bury  themselves 
and  tbeir  liberties  b  the  mighty  min.  May 
onr  nation  proflt  by  the  exam^e  of  the  pnnish- 
ment  which  they  have  Buffered  and  yet  oon- 
tinne  to  suffer. 

Three  questions  present  tbemselvea  for  dis- 
cussion nnder  the  bill  on  your  table : 

1.  Has  the  Government  of  the  United  States 
power  to  eonstrnct  roads  within  the  Stateat 

2.  Has  it  power  to  levy  tolls  on  roads  tbns 
oonstmctedt  and, 

S.  Is  it  expedient  to  exerdse  this  power  In 
the  prcMQt  ioBtanoa  I 


Having  risen  to  deliver  my  opinion  in  eup- 

Cof  the  bill  re}>orted  by  Uie  Oonunittee  on. 
B  and  Oanala,  it  is  obvious  that  1  answer 
all  these  questions  in  the  affirmative.  To  an^- 
tun  these  oj^ons,  I  deem  it  beat  flrst  to  no- 
tice, what  I  think  the  principal  errors  lying  >t 
the  root  (tf  this  aubject ;  and  from  which  t^ve 
sprung  the  argomenla  deemed  ao  condnaive 
against  ns,    Theee  are — 

1.  That  this  Ooveniment  is  a  oranpaot  be- 
tween the  Governments  of  tlie  Btatea. 

2.  Tbst  its  powers  are  derived  from  the  8tBt« 
Governments. 

8.  That  it  properly  exists  <»ily  within  fha 
ten  miles  square,  composing  this  district.    And, 

4.  That  the  aovereignty  of  each  State  over 
its  soU,  is  pammonnt  and  exclouve. 

It  ia  obviooa,  if  these  propodtions  are  noC 
founded  on  a  JniA  view  of  the  constitution,  bat 
are,  on  the  contrary,  wholly  nntme,  a  greafc 
part  of  the  arenment  which  has  been  Advanced 
on  this  question  must  fall  to  the  grotmcL  I 
shall,  therefore,  bestow  some  atlenti<Hi  on  eaeh 
of  them.  In  the  first  places  let  us  inqoire 
whether  this  Government  is  a  confederation  at 
Independent  soverdgn  Governments.  Every 
Government  is,  in  some  sense,  sovereign,  and 
the  States,  within  tbeir  limits  of  power  and 
territory,  are  aa  truly  so  as  any  Government  on 
earth.  But  the  people  of  the  United  States  live 
under  no  Government  having  boondleaa  antlior'- 
ity ;  and,  although  the  tenn  soveraigntT  is  of 
fi«qnent  use  amongst  na,  it  invariably  means 
no  more  than  the  eoverri^  power  known  un- 
der the  Government  we  live  in.  Nothing  haa 
contributed  more  to  dai^en  this  snt^ect^  than 
the  obstinacy  with  which  the  definitiona  tk  eov* 
erelgn  powers,  drawn  fr^»n  foreign  conntries, 
whose  Governments  have  not  a  principle  in 
common  with  ours,  are  brou^t  in  and  qiplied 
to  the  States  and  to  this  Government.  Thia 
subject  cannot  be  thus  explained  or  under- 
stood: OUT  form  of  Government  is  too  com- 
plex. Tme,  it  is  wholly  derived  fivm  one  sim- 
ple element  the  will  of  the  people ;  but,  te  it 
was  impossible  to  bring  this  will  to  bear  on  the 
various  oiroopistancee  reqniring  its  exerrisea, 
our  ancestors  happUy  fall  on  the  plan  of  dele- 
sating  this  power  to  proper  agents.  No  one 
has  denied  the  anthority  of  the  Consdtntion  c^ 
the  TTnited  States ;  nor,  so  &r  as  I  know,  has 
any  denied  the  obligation  of  individnab  to  con- 
fbnn  to  Its  laws ;  but  the  difSculty  is,  bow  bt 
it  may  bind  the  States,  witboat  destroying 
that  sovereignly  reserved  to  them  by  the  peo- 
ple. That  we  may  not  wander  in  this  discus- 
sion, let  us  look  a  littie  into  the  history  of  thfl 
formation  of  this  Govenunent 

The  Governments  of  most  of  the  BtAtes  ex- 
isted before  the  estaUishmmt  of  this.  The 
war  of  tiie  Revoluticm  left  these  Statea  tmited 
by  a  compact,  whose  oUigmtion,  under  the 
patriotic  feeling  prevuHng  during  the  oonftiet, 
waa  sufficient  to  preserve  Qiem  throng  the  ar- 
duous stmggje.  But  t^e  experience  of  a  few 
years  demonstrated  that  thia  compact  was  is- 
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mffieient  to  perform  the  datiea  of  a  Qovem- 
meot  in  tune  of  puoe.  A  boKvj  debt  existed, 
wUcli  each  Stale  felt  itself  boond  to  see  dU- 
eh«rged,  and  tliis  reqoired  Bomething  like  a 
y^ioiu]  Gorenunent.  It  is  obrion^  throndi 
•11  tite  stages  of  the  prooeediuga  had  towaras 
tin  estahliahmeDt  of  the  Coostitotioii  of  the 
United  Statw,  that  its  fonndere  deemed  it  in- 
Tilid  till  ratified  bjr  the  people  tliemselves. 
Tba  eoavention  who  framed  it,  therefore,  re- 
tnnied  it  to  the  people  for  tlieir  Bauotion ;  and 
bj  whom  wag  the  sanction  given  t  Bj  the  State 
GaTemmentat  Bj  no  means.  Ilie  people 
choM  delegates  to  meet  in  oonvention  for  tliis 
paiticolar  porpoee ;  and  hj  these  oonTentiona 
wt>  tUa  sacred  iDstnuneiit  ratified  and  con- 
firmed ;  and  from  that  daj  till  the  present  has 
it  been  eoneidered  as  binding  equall;  on  all  the 
States,  and  on  bU  the  people,  deriving  its  pow- 
m  from  the  highest  antlioritj  known  in  this 
ooontrj — the  people.  Trae,  this  sanction  was 
Dot  oUuned  throogh  popular  asaemblies ;  the 
peopis  met  in  their  geogr^tbioal  divisions ;  and 
m  UM  only  practicable  waj,  I  repeat  it,  gave 
to  this  Govenuneot  the  impress  of  their  sover- 
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I  tike  it  as  graat«d  that  the  Gonstitntioii  of 
ttis  United  States  was  ratifiedjand  oonseqaentij 
Hiscted  bj  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
not  bj  the  State  Qovemments.  Bnt  let  us  look 
•  little  cloaer  into  this  matter.  Let  ns  suppose 
the  conTeDtion  who  framed  it  convened  for  the 
pnrpost ;  what  can  we  sappose  was  the  first 
object  of  tbdr  desire  I    To  form  a  Qovemment 

C'fled  to  •ecore  tiie  happioesa  of  the  people, 
is  aeiknowledged  by  all  t2ie  world  to  be 
Uw  kHj  tme  objeet  of  Qovemment  No  mat- 
ter with  what  denK>tism  or  what  fanatjoism 
the  liberties  of  the  people  are  destroyed, 
whether  it  be  by  the  cmel  Aotocrat,  the  infat- 
uled  Turk,  or  the  bigoted  Spaniard — all  de- 
elire  tliMnselwea  the  goardians  of  the  h^ipiness 
of  tlie  people.  How  mnch  more  are  we  insti- 
fied  b  ihinVing  that  this  was  the  mling  desire 
cJofiT  glorions  convention.  Follow  them  a  lit- 
tle fnrtiieri  the  objects  deemed  necessary  to 
ikia  great  end  gradiially  develop  themselves; 
the  iostrnment,  InteDded  to  be  invaUd  till  sano- 
tioaed  by  the  people,  speaks  In  their  name. 

"Ve,  the  people  of  the  Tlntted  Sucea,  In  order  to 
finii more  perfect  anion ;  toestablUbJnstioe;  en- 
're  looustie  trangoillity  j  provide  for  the  oommoD 


■ad  on  pasteitty." 

These  are  the  great  raids  to  be  aooompUshed, 
end  thn  ve  worthy  of  the  statesman  and  the 
••Se.  It  was  reqnudte  to  point  ont  the  means 
■MMary  to  aoeomplish  these  great  enda,  and 
tiu)  is  dona  ia  that  wonderrol  instmment, 
equQy  distingaished  for  brevity  and  oompre- 
wuiTeitess— tike  0<»utitation  of  the  United 
Btatea.  The  power  to  constmct  roads  ia  no- 
where mentioned  in  the  constitution,  as  belons- 
iag  to  the  United  States.    If  iteziita  atall,  it 


is  aa  an  incident  to  the  powers  spedally  grant- 
ed. The  special  grants  of  means  or  power,  to 
this  Government,  which  it  appears  to  me  m^, 
In  the  administration  of  its  affairs,  require  the 
exercise  of  the  power  to  constmct  roads, 
are  prindpaliy  these:  "To  lay  and  odleot 
taxea,  dntiea,  imposts,  and  ezoisee."  "  To  regn- 
lale  commerce  with  foreign  powers,  among  the 
States  and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  "  To  estab- 
lish post  offices  and  post  roads."  "  To  provide 
for  the  public  defenoe  and  general  welfiire  t^ 
the  United  States."  And,  "  to  make  all  laws 
which  shall  be  necessary  and  proper  for  carry- 
ins  into  eiecntioQ  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all 
other  powers  vested  by  this  oonstitatioa  In  the 
Government  of  the  United  States,  or  any  de- 
partment or  officer  thereof."  I  have  said  that 
these  powers  were  granted,  not  by  the  State 
Governments,  bat  by  those  whose  power  will 
not  be  dispated  berer-^e  people  of  the  United 
States.  Over  whom  and  to  whom  have  the^ 
directed  their  mandate?  Hear  them — "This 
oonstitntion,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
which  shall  be  made  in  ^nrsuasce  thereof,  and 
all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  on- 
der  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  shall  be 
the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  and  the  judges  of 
every  State  shall  be  bound  thereby,  any  thing 
in  the  oonstitntion  or  laws  of  any  State  to  the 
contrary  notwithstanding."  Ooold  it  be  be- 
lieved that  this  power  thus  granted,  m^t^- 
ed,  and  executed,  by  every  snooessiTe  adminis- 
tration of  the  Government,  for  forty  7«>ni 
should  now  be  a  matter  of  question  neret 
Ooold  it  have  been  dreamed  that  an  argnment 
to  prove  that  this  Qovemment  is  clothed  with 
power  to  execute  its  laws,  as  well  within  the 
States  as  elsewhere,  would  have  been  listened 
to  for  a  moment  t  What  then— does  it  follow 
that  the  States  have  no  means  to  preeerve 
themselves,  or  that  the  people  are  snDJeot  to 
an  arbitrary  power !  Far  from  it.  The  people 
have  reserved  in  their  own  hand^  and  in  the 
State  Governments,  powers  ample  for  the  de- 
fence of  both.  But  of  these  I  shall  say  more 
hereafter, 

S.  Are  the  powers  of  this  Qovemment  de- 
rived from  the  State  QovemmeDtst  I  think  I 
have  shown  that  its  powers  are  derived  from  a 
higher  source.  That  the  sovermgnty  it  exer- 
cises is  from  an  aatbority  as  much  greater  than 
that  of  a  State,  as  the  whde  of  the  people  are 
greater  than  a  part ;  and  that  it  is  not  only  so 
from  the  reasonableoess  of  the  things  but  has 
been  uniformly  so  reorived  from  the  foondv 
tion  of  the  Government.  It  may,  however,  be 
proper  here  to  notioe  the  many  fri^tfol  pie- 
tores  drawn  of  the  decaying  pow«a  of  tLe 
States,  and  of  the  rapid  strides  making  by  thia 
Government  towards  absolnte  power  and  un- 
limited dominion.  Nothing  can  present  itself 
to  my  mind  more  idle  than  this  fear,  or  more 
unfounded  than  these  opinions.  Have  gentle- 
men fMled  to  notice  that  this  Qovemment 
ceases  to  east  with  those  of  theStotesI  Have 
they  &iled  to  notioe  that  the  people  thenuelrea 
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oeaM  to  elMt  Senatan,  and  soon  the  Senate 


for  the  eleoQcm  t^  eleotori,  and  where  la  tout 
Preddentt  Let  them  repeal  their  Uwa  pro- 
viding Tor  the  daotionof  tnembera  to  Oongreea, 
and  where  la  70111  GOTemmaatt  Dead,  to  all 
InMota  and  pnrpoaes.  Sir,  ttds  OoTenunent 
was  not  made  tor  ijmoij,  bnt  for  liber^. 
ThiCk  it  la  atrong :  for  how  else,  in  this  day, 
eonld  it  eziat  without  strength  t  Bnt  let  it  be 
obsored,  and  I  aa;  It  without  fear  of  refnU- 
tion,  that,  although  the  United  Btatea  poaseaa 
the  power  to  def^  the  greatoet  power  on  earth 
who  abould  dare  to  invade  ns,  yet  the^  are 
nerretsM,  ^ea,  dead,  that  Inataot  they  lose  the 
eonfideooe  of  the  people.  Far  diffisrent  ia  it 
with  the  State  Oorenimenta :  they  hare  a  self- 
eztaUng  prindide,  and  xnaj,  in  the  sad  dar  of 
oar  diMolntlon,  nurive  our  blL  Tme,  mej 
ought  to  be  watchfbl;  llbertj  ffies  from  the 
sluggard :  but  let  them  not  think  of  finding  lib- 
ertj  bv  the  deetruotion  of  this  Oovemment. 
Thej  have  nothing  to  fear  from  it,  Tme,  it 
mar  itself  be  orerthrown  b^  the  means  r^sed 
to  defend  na  against  onr  ennniea.  A  traitor,  at 
the  head  of  onr  own  anuT,  might  be  a  danger- 
ons  foe  to  Iil>ert7 ;  bat  let  it  b«  remembwed 
that,  if  the  State  OoTemmenta  ML  this  Qov- 
enmient  is  also  extinct :  their  oonndenoe  and 
united  efforte  should  remain  perpetual:    for 


8.  Doea  this  GOTemment  exist  only  in  the 
ten  miles  square  oomporing  the  IHstrict  of  Co- 
lumbia t  This  notion,  although  not  perhaps 
diatinotlj  avowed,  ^ipears  to  me  to  form  the 
basia<tf  a  great  por^m  of  the  moat  abstruse 
rwwoDJng,  which  haa  been  advaooed  on  this 
oeeasitm.  Surdy,  it  cannot  be  derived  from 
the  stadx  of  our  institutions,  bnt  is  a  worthy 
<dktring  of  the  writings  of  foreign  Jurists, 
mtn  ucm,  sovereignty  means  an  mmudted 
power,  and,  therefore,  two  sovereignties  cannot 
exist  in  the  same  place^  or  operate  on  the  same 
thing :  and  fidlow  their  train  of  argument  from 
their  definititnu  and  thdr  conoli^iKt  la  oer- 
talnlr  true.  Bnt,  aa  I  have  boEbre  said,  the 
people  of  this  oonntry  live  nnder  no  suoh  eov- 
ereigntr,  and  this  ka  folW  admitted;  bnt  the 
many  l««al  fioti<HU,  the  boast  of  the  English 
lawyer,  but,  in  my  (pinion,  the  disgraoe  ofhis 
code,  are  not  so  readily  shaken  o£  In  this  tr- 
Koment,  we  are  told  there  can  be  no  ocmonirent 
jnrisdioaiML  and  from  definitions  equally,  per- 
haps, sound,  and  hiapplioable  to  the  case.  I 
confess,  the  study  of  uiis  psrt  of  the  subject 
has  opened  a  aort  of  foiry  woiid,  in  which  it 
would  seem  to  be  tiie  first  etonent  of  correct 
judgment  to  give  np  the  evidence  ctf  the  aensea. 
Ev«i  the  lata  Ur.  Knkney,  whose  powerfol  \n- 
teUect  would  not  eaStir  the  cobwebs  of  doctrine 
to  obscure  the  end  of  the  law,  is  tinable  to  see 
into  this  ealjeot  without  the  help  of  flotioo. 


Knowing  that  this  Government  could  not  oii^ 
if  its  army,  mail-bags,  costom-housee,  sbipi,  or 
other  proper^,  neoeMary  to  the  exeentioo  U 
its  powers,  were  subject  to  taxation  in  every 
Stato  they  might  happen  to  be  in,  Ite  disooTera 
a  way  to  save  the  maxim  abont  sovereisnij, 
and  yet  muntdn  the  law.  Let  him  epeu.  for 
himMlf:  "The  property,  and  all  the  bit6in- 
tiona  ot  the  United  States  ere  constmctivdy,'' 
yes,  oonstmctively,  "  witbont  the  local  teni- 
tonal  Jnrtsdiotion  of  the  individoal  Stitw,  in 
every  respect,  and  for  every  purpose,  including 
that  of  taxation."  What  1  the  forta,  iraenik 
pnblio  dookyarda,  arms,  and  other  proper^  at 
this  Government,  while  within  the  Stales,  Itn 
no  protection  from  tlie  grasp  of  socti  BUtt^ 
except  by  construction,  and  that  constrcctiin 
in  the  fiue  of  oommcm  sense  1  Now  can  mj 
thing  be  more  abaord  than  thisf  And  hm 
eould  such  an  absurdity  m^jntfin  its  gromd  in 
so  powcrM  a  mind  t  Beoanse  the  SUM  of 
this  Unlmn  are  declared  aovercdgnt  and  no 
thousand  fiwta  can  do  away  the  notitms  infuNd 
into  the  mind  t^  this  ma^e  word.  Gi-n  me 
matter  (tf  bot,  not  fiction.  If  we  have  no  Gor- 
enunent,  let  the  people  know  it  at  onc^  ud 
provide  one.  But  bow  stands  tiie  &ct  lierst 
Is  this  Qovemment  really  alien  to  the  StatMt 
Or,  is  it  equally  at  home  in  every  Btale  Of  ttr- 


operations  through  that  paramount  sovemgntj, 
derived  from  the  people  themselvest  Thy  r»- 
sort  to  fiction  t  Are  we  afrtid  that  the  pet^ 
should  know  the  fact  that  we  attoupt  to  Umd 
them  with  ficttoit  Tme,  this  district  Is  ■  res- 
idence tot  the  ftmotionariea  at  tbii  Gorcn- 
mmL  and  the  seat  (rf  ita  le^slation.  Bntlbe 
pei^Ie  know  that  no  part  of  its  p^f^  >■  ^ 
rived  fivm  the  ten  mHea  square.  EvU^  main- 
ber  of  both  branches  of  Oo^ress  are  dtutns  a 
the  Btat«s,  and  snbJect  to  thdr  lam.  Sraj 
Freddent  and  every  Head  of  D^iartmcail,  lis^ 
so  far  as  I  know,  been  likewise  dtiiensof  m»m 
oftheStatee.  Tfaeyare  taken  frnn  among  the 
people,  to  enact  and  exeente  lawscperstiwta 
the  whole  extent  of  onr  territ*^,  and  tbiaG'''' 
erament  is,  in  Esot,  equaUr  at  home  In  (U  ux 
Btotee  and  Territonea  of  tUs  TJnita. 

4.  I  oc»ne  now  to  consider  what  tesm  no* 
insisted  on,  and  ia,  I  believe,  declared  to  sdnn 
ot  neither  donbt  nor  exertion.  Do  ^'^^'f* 
eqjoy  a  paramount  and  txtitadn  JnriadictWD 
over  the  soil  Ihcyoovert  Bo  teog  as  this  Got- 
emment  exiett^  its  enactments  are  nothing,  ^^ 
less  of  force  in  the  States.  Tber  •"  *^^ 
than  nothing,  if  aobjeot  to  bo  repealed,  diroctir, 
or  indiieoUy,  by  Uie  individusl  Statea  Aw 
how,  let  me  aak,  can  this  Government  OWT  o" 
its  indispensable  operations,  without  emtam 
soverrfgntj  over  the  soil)  TVmv  thj<  «owr- 
rignty,  although  paramount  tor  its  poipMe^ 
not  exdnave,  even  for  forts,  ersmsJa  *fi, "; 
lees  by  Uie  consent  of  the  States  in  ™o"J°fi 
lie,  so  abundantiy  guarded  are  the  nghu  ol^' 
States.    But,  ttx  dl  the  neoeMiy  pai?""  " 
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its  imtitation,  tltia  GorenimeDt,  by  the  declv 
ntioa  of  the  people  themaelre^  the  nnUbnn  de- 
tMaa  of  ita  CKmrta,  and  the  l^id&tiTe  enut- 
ments  of  eTerr  adminiatnttion,  from  its  com- 
nwnoenMnt,  te  decUred  to  b&re  a  pannumnt 
JurbdiotiOTi  over  the  whole  Union.  The  pow- 
er* of  this  QoTmunent  are  oo-eqaal  wiui  ita 
dntka.  It  mnat  establlah  poat  roMa,  regnkte 
internal  oonaneno,  defend  oa  ag^nat  our  en- 
«miea,  hare  fbrtifioationa,  march  Us  anniea,  and 
oecnpj  BO  mnoh  ^mo  u  dieae  operationa  r»- 
qnin.  BnppoM  a  State  were  to  r^oae  her  ocn- 
•ent  to  each  and  everr  one  rftheee  operationa; 
by  wbat  right  woida  thia  GoremmQiit  enter 
Mr  territory  fbr  either  porpoee,  if  the  State 
BOTcnignty  over  the  aoil  u  exolnnve  I 

I  hare  naed  fre^  the  term  aovereiKD^.  I 
am  ^ipriaed  that  it  is  at  the  rialt  of  beitig  mis- 
imderetood  or  misreprmeuted.  I  tJiiMJami  all 
definitiona  of  thia  term,  which  slgDify  a  power 
mknown  to  the  coiutitQtioii.  1  have  need  it 
baoanae  it  ia  ao  liberally  and  exdnaivelj  ap- 
plied to  the  Statea,  bv  thoae  in  opposition  to 
my  vteira.  I  Kraut  that  each  Government  ia 
eqnallj  entitled  to  the  twm,  bnt  moet  aMin  re- 
peat, that  the  people  of  thia  ooiuitry  a^nowl- 
edge  no  aorenagD^  iaoonaiatent  with  that  lib- 
erty whM)  they  have  again  and  anin  declared 
to  be  dearer  than  Ufa,  and  whidh  he  who  lar- 
rendara  ia  imworthy  to  live. 

If  I  have  been  ao  fbrtonate  aa  to  have  oon- 
*^ed  my  ideas  intdligibly,  in  what  I  have 
■aid,  little  more  will  be  neceaaary  to  point  ont 
the  iwinions  I  entertain  on  thia  Enbjeot,  I 
tlunk  I  have  shown  tttat  the  United  States  ia  a 
QovemnMat  of  the  people,  and  that  its  powers 


Buke  a  road,  it  must  do  ao  as  a  sovereign  power, 
and,  if  ao,  a  power  to  tax  for  the  use,  is  a 
inttwary  and  propw  incident  Bnt  this  power, 
aithou^  aoffl^ent  for  its  ol^eots,  can  be  ex- 
tended no  £u1her.  It  can  never  be  extended  to 
tirUd  a  State  from  ntaldDgas  manyroada  aa 
it  thinks  proper,  nor  can  it  olaim  frran  the  dt- 
i»n  any  tax  except  he  travels  the  road.  And 
it  b  equally  mtroa,  that  the  legidalion  of  Oon- 
greaa,  on  thia  snUeot  is  intended  to  be  exoln- 
rive.  The  sovereignty  of  the  States  over  this 
road  remains  nninternipted  for  all  the  purposes 
of  her  dvil  and  erimlnal  Jorisdiotion,  and  Oon- 
greas  ia  reattioted  in  ita  legislation  to  those 
neaaorea  which  may  be  neoeasary  and  proper 
to  eoaabiKt,  imawve^and  keep  it  for  the  pnr- 
poaae  (tf  the  naticHt.  Nor  have  the  individnals 
OB  thia  road  been  invaded  withont  a  atrict  oi>- 
nrvanoe  of  that  olanse  <^  the  oonstJtiUlon  re- 
qidring  eompenaation  to  be  made  to  them  for 
every  dam^e  they  have  snetained. 

Kr,  it  was  obvions  that  a  snooeasfbl  opposi- 
tioa  to  this  Un  reqoired  that  the  force  of  legis- 
In'ra  Biweedeat  ahonld  be  destroyed.  I  oon- 
6m  this  iinina  no  oondndve  argnm^it ;  bnt,  in 
»{Ce  of  what  has  been  add  to  decry  its  in- 

fyeoea,  I  moat  atill  point  to  your  statute  book. 

If  ^  exv«iM  of  inddental  powers,  from  the . 


establishment  of  the  Government  to  this  day,  has 
not  developed  proofr  of  the  sbsolnte  neoeesity 
of  the  freqnent  nse  of  those  powers  to  the  ex- 
istence of  this  Government,  then  I  think  the 
a^jnment  mnst  be  yielded  to  onr  adversariea. 
The  framers  of  the  constitntion  did  not  sttempl 
a  code  of  laws,  bnt  a  constitntion.  They  knew 
the  age  they  lived  in,  and  had  th^  been  re- 
qaired  to  do  so,  it  wsa  b^ond  the  wisdom  of  man 
to  devlae  laws  eaited  to  the  progreerive  wants 
<^  lUa  expanding  nation,  Thej  knew  that  it 
wonld  be  equally  vain  and  pwnioiona  to  at- 
tempt to  flatter  aotiety  with  a  code  like  that  of 
the  Loeriana,  or  the  man  renowiwd  laws  of 
Lyonms.  No,  sir:  the  march  of  knowledge^ 
and  ^e  apread  of  institotitma,  bttiefloial  to 
numkind,  forbsde  it  A  fbrm  of  Government 
they  gave  for  onr  aooeptanoe;  and,  wonder- 
ftally  comprehensive  as  it  ie,  few,  very  few  of 
onr  laws  are  fonnded  direotly  on  the  powers 
granted  to  Oongreaa.  The  whole  post-oSce 
oode^  extending  to  punishment  of  the  people 
for  every  hindranoe  or  injury  to  the  malL  and 
even  forbidding  the  reasonable  liber^  of  car- 
rying letters  &r  hire  on  private  acoonnt,  are 
)i  hj  powers  inddentsl  to  the  right  to 


incidental  to  a  right  "  to  regulate  oommeroe." 
Nor  is  thia  the  moat  remote  incMent  to  this 
power  which  has  been  exercised.  Buoys,  bea- 
cons, lighthooses,  dockyards,  and  sea  wslls, 
have  risen  under  it,  and  a  tax  on  all  who  use 
tills  U^t  is  exacted  on  the  same  prlndples. 

The  treaty-making  power  ^tpears  to  osrry 
inddents  still  more  wonderful.  The  power  to 
make  treaties  has  oacried  with  it  that  to  bny 
thoae  invelnable  poaaearioua  Louisiana  and 
Florida,  and  not  only  to  pay  for  th«n  twen^ 
millions  of  the  people's  mouOT,  but  to  bind  this 
Union  to  aooept  of  them  as  States,  equal  evNy 
WW  to  Ihoae  who  made  the  purohaae.  Where 
ia  Uie  sonority  granted  to  this  nation  to  have 
paseed  these  laws !  I  venture  to  say  they  are 
nowhere  to  be  fonnd.  except  in  the  incidental 
iwweis  granted  by  the  people  In  the  oonstitu- 
tion.  And  shall  we  acknowledge  all  these 
powers — the  right  to  take  away  the  lives  of 
onr  dtizens,  to  consume  millions  of  our  money, 
to  open  to  fordgn  nations  the  door  of  union 
and  equal  sovereignty  with  onrselvea,  snd  yet 
shrink  back  from  the  power  to  make  a  road, 
whidi  is  equally  an  obvious  incident  to  granted 

I  have  add  that  all  the  powera  of  this  Gov- 
'  be  sovereign.    No  State  can  add 


to  them,  except  in  the  instances  poii^d  out  in 
.^. litutioiL   I, therefore,  th&k it ni 

made  with  the  States,  on  the  suttjeot  o^this 


the  oonstitutioiL    I,  therefore 
sarr  to  ssy  much  on  the  subieot  of  oompsots 
..c  .,     «.  .  ..      ......    ^f^^^ 


road.  If  we  had  not  the  right  to  make  this 
road,  before  these  compacts,  we  have  never 
had  the  right  But  if  we  have  that  right,  oer- 
t^nly  an  obligation  to  exercise  it  might  grow 
out  of  the  compacts  alluded  to.  This  view  of 
the  matter  aeenu  the  only  rational  acoonnt  d 
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H.W  B.] 

It  The  Toad  in  qneBtion  is  beaefioial  to  the 
BtoUa  through  which  it  nuu ;  but  it  ia  inT&l- 
nable  to  the  States  If  isg  befond  it  to  the  West. 
To  grant  power  to  nuke  it  is  a  strange  ynj  of 
•akmg  a  &tot  of  inch  magnitode;  to  Iuta 
made  a  oompaot  requiring  its  oonatmijtioii,  was 
a  regular  and  ordioarT'  exercise  of  that  atten- 
tion to  oar  interest,  so  indiBpenaable  in  all  Qie 
transactioiis  of  life. 

Ht.  Basskt  remarked  that,  as  a  Bepr«eent»- 
tive  of  one  of  the  Btates  to  which  tbia  road 
WM  to  be  transferred,  not  as  a  gratnit/,  bnt 
clogged  with  ODerons  and  oppreedve  conditions, 
it  became  him  to  inveetd^te  the  title,  and  to 
be  well  assured  of  its  validity,  before  be  ooold 
tfiTe  his  assent  to  the  transfer.  In  the  present 
dilapidated  oondition  of  the  Omnberland  road, 
in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  oontlnned  neglect  of  Con- 
gress to  make  adeq^oata  appropriaUons  for  its 
rep^.  It  will  require  a  l^ge  expenditure  to 
pnt  it  in  a  oondtion  to  erect  toll  gates,  which, 
by  turnpike  law,  are  to  be  thrown  open  when- 
ever it  shall  cease  to  be  in  good  travelling  or- 
der. One  hondred  thonsand  dollars  is  appro- 
priated by  the  ori^al  bill  to  this  object.  [Mr, 
BuoEAiTAN  stated  that  this  amendment  did  not 
propose  to  strike  it  out]  Thus,  (said  Mr.  B.,) 
the  leading  question  presents  itself;  What  au- 
thority does  Congress  possess  to  delegate  to  the 
States  of  PennBylvania,  Ifaryland,  and  Virginia, 
a  power  which  the  genUeman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  all  who  support  his  amendment, 
deny  she  herself  possesses  t  If  the  General 
Oovemment  cannot  erect  toll-gates,  can  she 
authorize  the  erection  of  them  by  the  States  t 
And  conceding,  as  I  do,  ber  right  t«  preserve, 
by  the  exercise  of  her  own  sovereignty,  that 
which  she  has  created,  yet  she  cannot,  by  any 
forced  o(»utnicdon  of  the  compact  with  Ohio, 
transfer  this  road,  or  divest  herself  of  its  pro- 

ert,  yon  contracted,  for  a  valnable  considera- 
tion, to  connect  it  with  the  Atlantic  border, 
by  mating,  regnlating,  and  oonstmctli^  a  high- 
way, that  should  create  an  identity  of  interests, 
by  ooiUtating  interoonrse ;  and  the  obligation 
to  preserve  i^  fbr  the  fbU  attainment  of  all  the 
ol^ects  deaignad  by  its  oonatrnctJon,  ia  binding 
on  all  saoceeding  generationB.  If  yon  can  now 
transfer  it  to  ft  State  or  States,  yon  could,  with 
eqnal  propriety,  have  destroyed  it  within  a 
month  after  yon  bad  complied  with  the  letter 
of  your  compact,  by  its  constmction.  Bo  long 
as  this  Uniott  shall  endure — and  may  Heaven 

Ct  it  perpetuity  I — so  long  are  these  United 
»  bonud,  by  the  spirit  of  their  compact, 
by  every  prindple  of  morality  and  good  tuth, 
by  self-interest,  which  has  its  influence  in  the 
councils  of  the  nation  as  well  as  in  the  breasts 
of  individuals,  to  preserve  this  object  of  general 
interest^-the  common  property  of  the  Republic 
— which  they  cannot  divest  themselves  ot,  and 
which  ther  onght  not,  if  they  could.    Wherein 

oonaists  the  diferenoe  hetweon  exact 

money  andb^oaahighw^t   Will 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


acting  light 
ill  it  bo  ooa- 


[JixuAMt,  1839. 

t«nded  that,  because  a  ship  is  home  on  the 
wide  expanse  of  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  withoat 
the  limits  of  any  individual  State,  the  General 
Oovemment  has  exolosive  Jniisdiotion  t 

It  most  be  recollected  that  four-fifths  of  all 
onr  lightlioQses  are  erected  in  our  bays,  and 
sonnds,  and  rivers,  and  within  the  limits  of  the 
States ;  conseoDently  the  oases  are  predsely 
paraUel,  and  the  former  right  having  always 
been  fiuly  omceded,  with  what  pnqniety  can 
the  latter  be  denied  t  The  Goverruoeot  being 
bound,  in  good  futh,  to  keep  up  the  road,  it  is 
but  reasonable  that  they  who  enjoy  the  ben^t 
of  It  riionld  contribute  an  indemnity  adequate 
to  the  injury  sustained  by  the  travel  over  iL 
He  who  passes  to-day  contemplates  to  retnm 
to-morrow ;  and  it  is  his  interest  that  it  should 
be  always  kept  in  such  a  state  of  repair  as  to 
create  the  least  poerable  delay,  and  enable  him 
t«  carry  the  heaviest  burdens ;  and  as  it  must  b« 
sust^ed  by  a  tax,  the  prinoiplea  of  eqni^  and 
justice  demand  that  the  remotest  eectiona  (rf 
the  Union  should  not  be  required  to  contribute 
to  an  improvement  which  affords  to  tbxan  no 
advantage ;  bnt  that  those  who  enjoy  th«  ben- 
efit should  bear  the  burden.  Pennsylvania  and 
Maryland  by  tbeir  respective  laws,  have  invited 
yon  te  erect  toll-gatee  thereon.  Throu^  Vir- 
ginia it  passes  bnt  a  few  miles;  and,  were  the 
assent  of  that  State  deemed  necessary,  she  has 
displayed  too  much  magnanimity  in  granting 
corporate  privileges  to  citizens  of  other  States 
to  the  right  of  her  soil,  to  refuse  it  to  these 
United  States. 

Hr.  B.  attached  additions!  importance  to  the 
decision  of  the  committee  on  this  amendment, 
as  to  its  effect  on  other  improvemente  oontem- 
ploted  to  be  made  out  of  the  ptiblic  fnnds.  If 
It  should  succeed,  it  is  not  difflcult  to  foretell 
the  fate  of  the  great  national  road  from  Wash- 
ingtrai  to  New  Orleans,  In  the  Son^  and  to 
BnCTalOj  in  the  North.  Oongreaa  will  cease  to 
entertam  similar  propoidtions  of  a  natiMial 
character,  whenever  it  shall  be  solemnly  de- 
cided that  the  roads,  as  soon  as  oonstmotad, 
are  to  be  ceded  to  the  req>ective  States  throng 
whose  limits  they  pass,  and  thus  the  coarse  of 
the  republic  be  arrested  in  her  march  to  tlie 
high  destinies  which  awut  her.  The  bill,  as 
reported,  proposes  to  impart  vitality  to  the 
rood— a  liviiw  ptindple  which  carries  with  it 
the  means  (^self-preservation.  It  la  a  meta- 
pbyracal  refinement  to  enppoee  that  the  exercise 
'  a  power,  by  the  General  Government,  vith- 
the  limits,  and  1^  the  aasant,  of  a  State, 
whioh,  while  it  benefits  her,  does  no  ii^nry  to 
her  sister  Btat«s.  can,  by  any  ttir  oonstmotirai, 
be  deemed  a  violation  of  cmiBtitDtional  right. 


TnasoAT,  January  27. 

Widow  ^John  Pmtlding. 

Hr.  Wabu  snhmitted  the  following  resoln- 

Batol—d,  That  the  report  on  the  mauorisl  of 
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(crUin  dtiieM  of  the  cooDtr  of  West  ChssWr,  in 
lie  Stiti  of  N«w  York,  heretofore  preieiited  to  thii 
Houae,  pnjiDg  for  ft  pendoa  to  tha  iridoir  of  John 


In  nppmi  of  his  NsolQtion,  Mr.  Wasd  lud 
tint,  U^ng  made  tbe  tnotion  from  a  lenw  of 
dit]',  ba  vaa  ctmrtrained,  bj  the  ume  princi- 
ple, to  nuke  a  fev  ezplasatoir  remarka  upon 
the  arcomstuoes  of  Uio  eaae.  Bir,  (sud  Mr. 
W.,)  the  petition  that  I  am  now  denroiu  ahonld 
Im  nocanfflitud  to  the  Oominittee  on  Revoln- 
tiooiiy  PeogioDS,  I  had  the  honor  to  snbmit  tc 
thb  Hoiue  at  its  laat  aeasion,  which  was  then 
nfend  to  that  committee,  and  upon  which 
the  committee  made  an  nn&vorable  report.  " 
vai  in;  IntentioD,  sir,  to  have  proposed 
■meiidineiit,  in  &yor  of  thia  widow,  to  the  bill 
nported  for  the  relief  of  certain  rarriTing  ofB- 
en  ud  wUiers  of  the  ReTolotion,  and  wliich 
j(t  ranuiiia  to  be  acted  upon :  bxA  I  felt  it  to 
b«  ny  dntf,  in  tibe  fint  plaoe,  to  oonanlt  with 
lie  hooMable  gentlcoun  at  the  head  of  that 
conmittee,  npon  the  anUeot,  and  he  advised 
me  la  pmae  the  coarse  I  have  now  adopted. 
It  will  be  seen,  sir,  that  this  reaolation  does 
not  iiutnat  the  oommittee  to  bring  in  a  bill ; 
KcTBrtheUss  it  is  mj  wish  that  gentlemen  who 
IN  ia  EiTOr  of  granting  the  prayer  of  the  pe- 
^^cmr,  aboold  vote  Hl  favor  of  It,  and  that 
tbMe  vho  ere  opposed  to  it,  wiU  vote  against 
it;  beetnM  we  have  now  bat  thirty  days  left 
ia  \im  tcnion  upon  which  we  can  transact  bnsi- 
DM;  aid  if  the  Hotue  was  opposed  to  this 
ifiplictliaa,  I  am  not  duirons  of  troubling  the 
wniBittes  again  witJi  this  matter.  I  would 
obMrre  that  Qie  petition  sets  forth  that  John 
Pnidiiig,  who  wBB  one  of  the  captors  of  M^or 
Aiidr^  died  sever^  jears  since,  leaving  a 
^nim  in  indigent  circamatanoea,  with  twenty 
AiUreii,  five  of  whom  are  minors,  and  that 
tbn  fttj  that  the  pension  which  was  granted 
<o  him  during  his  life,  may  be  ^ven  to  his 
widow. 

It  ia  veil  known  to  every  gentleman  of  this 
BMa»  tliat,  in  the  Antnmn  of  1790,  when  oar 
""Htey  affiurs  in  every  qasrter  were  in  a 
*MM  eoudilioa  than  they  had  ever  been  in 
■•es  Um  beginning  of  the  war  of  the  Revolti- 
t)ViMf  we  except  the  latter  part  of  the  year 
lTr(-~aDd  when  dismay  and  almost  despair 
^  pmlyzed  the  enenjee  of  our  country ;  and 
*•  tiao  too,  when  Washington  was  absent 
an  tfa«  oamp  on  offldal  dntiei,  and  when  oar 
anaj  was  dwindled  to  a  few  thoosand  efficient 
fwi,  that  Arnold,  in  brooding  over  bis  imag- 
■urj  *nmgi  and  neglects,  from  a  spirit  of  re- 
"A^nt  and  avarice,  committed  an  act  of  trea- 
Jw-Mt  a  rinwle  act  of  treason,  by  daserUng 
Imown  Mandua  and  flying  trma  his  own  poet, 
w^u  >d  of  treaant  pregunt  with  the  most 
^nu  eMueqaenoes,  sncb  as  Invdved  the  lives 
<*  liii  Tbde  umy  and  the  fate  of  his  ooantry 

^  lOMwa  of  his  plan  wonld  have  been  a 


death  blow  to  the  hopes  of  America.  Arnold 
had  been,  for  a  long  nme,  laying  his  plans  and 
searing  his  oonscienoe.  The  Bri^h,  after 
many  hints  and  snueetions  from  him,  nnder* 
stood  their  man,  aaa  Major  Andre  was  sent  to 
West  Point  to  negotiate  the  bnsineas  of  the  sur- 
render of  this  stronghold.  The  work,  as  far  as 
compact  could  make  it,  was  aooomplisbed. 
The  British  spy  was  returning  to  his  head- 
qnarters,  flnshed  with  the  snooess  of  his  diplo- 
mscy,  when  fae  was  taken  by  Jolm  Panlding 
and  his  associates,  three  plain  honest  yeomen 
of  the  connty  of  West  Chester,  citizen  aoldiers, 
without  wealth  or  o&ee.  The  prisoner  offered 
them  bribes  of  great  magnitude  to  release  him, 
and  named  himself  as  a  hostage  imtil  those 
stipnlations  were  complied  with,  and  his  ran- 
som was  forthcoming.  They  did  not  listen  to 
him,  althoDgh  they  wonld  not  doabt  his  word, 
nor  the  abUity  of  his  general  to  pay  the  ran- 
som, bat  rejected  his  offers,  and  marched 
him,  forthwith,  to  the  neareet  poet  of  the 
American  army,  and  gave  him  np  to  the  com- 
manding officer,  and  felt  happy  in  the  die- 
charge  of  their  daty.  The  oonntry  was  as- 
toni^ed  and  confoonded  at  this  sot  of  treason, 
and  officers  and  soldiers  started  forth  to  avenge 
it ;  bnt,  while  words  of  indignation  were  on 
every  tongue  at  the  very  name  of  Arnold,  those 
of  ooDunendation  and  gratitude  to  these  captors 
were  commingled  with  them. 

Oongrees  t^t  satiefled  with  the  patriotism  of 
these  men,  and  axpreesed  a  sense  of  gratitnde 
to  them  by  voting  to  eend  medals  to  the  Oom- 
mander-in-Ohief|  to  be  presented  to  them ;  and 
with  the  scanty  means  wen  In  the  power  of  die 
nation  voted  ^so  to  pension  them  for  life,  A 
dollar  then,  as  oar  oonntry  was  aitoated,  wai 
worth  a  hundred  now :  for  at  the  time  when 
this  was  done  the  Treasury  was  nearly  bank- 
rapt,  and  soldiers  half  naked  and  half  starved 
were  paid  in  depreciated  paper.  Tet,  such  wuf 
then  thonght  to  be  the  m^nitnde  of  the  ser- 
vieea  of  Panlding  and  his  aasooiates,  that  there 
was  no  question  aboot  the  oonrae  to  be  parsned 
in  rewarding  snob  inflexible  honesty.  Hie 
army,  who  new  what  was  honorable  in  cit- 
izen Boldieni,  hailed  with  delight  this  act  of  Jna- 
tice  in  Congress,  and  not  a  murmnr  was  heard 
among  the  people,  who  were  then  ground  to 
the  earth  by  taxes  and  reqnisftiona  to  support 
the  war.  The  soldiers  did  not  think  the  oonn- 
try bountlfnl,  or  hardly  just,  to  those  men,  for 
snoh  important  servioea.  B^dee  these  IranorH, 
an  ample  page  was  given  to  this  incident  in  the 
annals  of  our  Revolutionary  conffiot ;  and  the 
biographers  and  historians  gave  the  names  of 
John  Panlding,  Isaac  Van  Wart,  and  David 
Williams,  to  fatnre  ages,  as  menin  the  common 
walks  of  life,  who  were  above  the  inflnenoe  of 
a  bribe— men  who  maintained  Spartan  integrity 
in  the  midst  of  oormption,  eq»ionage,  treaobetr, 
and  treason.  The  storv  was  told  on  boliL  udes 
of  the  Atlantic  in  nearly  the  same  words :  and 
the  enemy,  while  he  deplored  the  loss  be  had 
sostained,  never  denied  these  men  the  virtne  of 
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stem  honesty.  Two  of  tfaese  men,  Fftnlding, 
and  Van  Wart,  redded  in  the  coonty  I  hsve  the 
honor  to  repreaent,  tmd  I  <nn  speak  of  tbem 
from  penonal  knowledge.  Thej  nipported 
tliron^  life  an  muoUied  reputation.  Their 
fitme  was  never  tarnished ;  thej  were  rwpeot- 
ed  by  the  whole  living  neighborhood,  and  hon- 
ored with  ravio  honors  when  dead ;  and  the 
oorporation  of  the  city  of  Nev  Tork  reared  a 
monnment  to  the  memory  of  Paolding,  in  grat- 
itnde  for  hia  services. 

And  now,  air,  what  ii  It  tbat  the  petitioners 
ask  I  For  it  mnst  be  remembered  that  it  is  not 
the  petition  of  the  widow  and  orphans  of  John 
Panlding  for  a  large  som  of  moueyj  to  give 
them  atBnenoe  and  ease ;  no — bat  it  is  the  pe- 
tition of  the  inhabitanla  of  West  Obester  ooon^, 
their  neighbors,  who  are  aoqnmnted  with  thdr 
indigent  oiromnstanoea,  and  also  with  the  mer- 
its w  the  deceased,  eolidting  only  a  humble  pit- 
tance to  save  k  dokinK  widow  and  a  bereaved 
fbmUy  from  pmnry  and  want.  It  may  be  said 
that  hnndreds  of  meritorions  offloere  and  sol- 
diers, who  fidthftally  discharged  their  dn^, 
have  died  withont  a  jnst  compensation  for  their 
services  and  mfferings.  This  is  a  punfol  troth, 
whloh  I  deplore,  not  deny ;  but  1  think  it  no 
argument  against  the  prayer  of  this  petition. ' 
Shall  we  be  hardened  against  bomane  and  gen- 
erous acta  to  one,  becanse  jostioe  cannot  be 
shown  to  all !  Shall  we  deny  Justice  to  the 
living,  becanse  we  n^lected  to  do  it  to  some 
who  are  now  beyona  the  reach  of  it  t  This 
argument  waa  strongly  ni^ed,  last  session,  on 
the  bill  for  making  some  cotnpMisatton  to  the 
■urnving  officers  of  the  Berolntion  who  come 
onder  oertun  clatuea,  yet,  thank  God,  It  had 
but  lUtle  efftot  on  tiie  good  sense  of  this  Honse. 
A  great  portion  of  the  original  nnmber  of  those 
entitled  to  this  compensation  were  in  tii^ 
graves;  they  had  flulen  like  tiie  antnmnal 
leaves,  snd  rank  into  the  boeom  of  their  mother 
earth,  onnoticed  and  unknown.  Beveral  of 
them  died  while  we  were  lingering  on  with 
the  debate  npon  the  bill :  yet  was  this  a  reason 
why  the  snrvlvors  sboold  be  nwleoted,  and  fall 
into  their  graves  in  the  tame  Jbrlom  state  at 
tlt^  oomrsdee  in  arms  t  This  bill  gave  more 
satiafiiation  In  every  part  ot  the  oonntry  that  I 
have  heard  from,  than  aU  the  other  doings  of 
Oongresa  for  the  session.  The  people  have  al- 
w^  approved,  heart  and  soul,  of  every  thinff 
done  for  the  benefit  of  the  old  soldien.  Ana 
even  those  Berolntionary  worthies  to  whom 
none  of  the  nation's  bounty,  aa  we  call  It,  came, 
never  were  known  to  repine  at  the  ^ood  for- 
tune of  others,  althoo^  they  Jnstiy,  m  many 
oases,  complsin  of  their  not  being  t^en  care  of 
themselves.  60  for  as  it  relat^  to  myself^  I 
wonld  not  only  cheerftilly  vote  for  a  bill  to  pro- 
vide for  those  who  yet  remain  to  be  provided 
for—I  mean  the  militia  who  served  in  that  war 
— bnt  for  the  widows  of  all  onr  soldiers  of  the 
Sevolntion. 

Let  na  look  for  a  moment  and  aee  what  has 
been  done  for  tlie  other  aotora  in  this  draou— 


who  figured  largely  in 
or,  sltbon^h  his  plan 
received  his  pronueed 


tiie  tnutor  and  the  spy,  who  figD 
this  bnsinees.  The  traitor,  sltbt 
entirely  ftdled  of  snooesB,  received  his  pronueed 
reward  to  the  very  letter  of  the  contract.  The 
tea  thousand  pounds  were  paid  down ;  the 
commission  rank  of  Brigadier  Oeneral  was  in- 
stantly given  him,  his  &mily  were  at  onoe  put 
nnder  the  protection  and  patrtKiage  (rf  the 
British  Government,  and  his  children  are  at 
this  day  men  of  emudderable  atandiag  and 
wealtii  in  the  Oanadas,  The  British  Qovem- 
ment  ftilfilled  everr  part  of  this  base  c(»ito«c^ 
even  to  doing  all  they  ooold  to  make  him  a 
man  of  consequence;  bnt  there  were  hearts 
among  onr  enemies  too  noble  to  yield  thdr 
confidence  to  a  trutor.  As  regards  the  spy,  it 
is  trae  tjiat  he  was  inseotible  to  hcoiors,  fw 
he  slept  nnd^  the  tree  where  he  was  exeonted ; 
bnt  hu  Government  pensioned  hie  motho-  and 
sisters,  and  some  ctf  them  snrvive  to  eqjoy  tiw 
royal  boontjr  nutdl  this  d^.  A  cenotaph  was 
erected  to  ms  memory  in  Westminster  Abbey, 
amMig  the  mcmnments  of  the  gre«t  and  wise  of 
his  notion,  who  had  gcme  to  tneir  long  rest  in 
honor  and  vlrtnons  pr^se.  This  was  not  alL 
After  the  liqtee  of  nearly  forty-five  years,  his 
bones  were  even  onearthed  by  a  rc^«I  man- 
date, and  carried  to  his  native  land,  and  placed 
in  oonseorated  gronnd.  They  thought  he  died 
in  a  good  oanse,  and  were  not  content  that  his 
ashes  shoold  remain  in  an  igDominioos  gt«ve. 
I  complain  not  of  this ;  for  hJs  oonntry,  as  well 
as  other  conntriea,  had  a  right  to  pass  in  judg- 
ment npcm  the  merits  (tf  their  heroes,  or  mar- 
t;^  or  soldiers,  and  to  detnde  as  th^  please. 

I  state  these  foots  not  to  iqinre  the  fome  ot 
Andre^  for  he  took  his  lite  in  his  hand,  and  for- 
feited It,  and  was  ponished  hj  the  death  all  na- 
tions have  prescribed  for  bis  ofienoe.  Joatiee 
was  satisfied,  and  so  should  all  he :  what  I 
complain  of  is,  that,  while  liHt«ning  to  mono- 
dies npon  Andre,  and  keeping  ap  onr  sym- 
patbiee  with  every  act  of  his  nation,  in  regud 
to  hia  family  or  fame,  that  we  forget  the  merits 
of  bis  captors,  and  something  more  than  forget 
them — even  question  the  purity  of  their  mo- 
tives, and  nnaervalne  their  servioes,  and  olond 
th^  fome  with  suspiolons.  This  at  onoe  is 
robUng  the  dead,  and  piercing  to  the  heart 
their  desoendants,  who  nad  no  other  inhe> 
Itance  left  them  bat  the  reputation  of  tiieir  an- 
cestors. If  these  men  had  acted  for  gun,  how 
widely  did  they  miMudge :  for  the  ransom  <^ 
their  prisoner  wonld  have  been  five  times  aa 
much  at  the  moment  as  they  have  received 
during  the  whole  of  their  lives,  and  an  annuity 
might  easily  have  been  added :  fbr  such  things 
require  no  debate  In  Parliament.  A  rewara 
for  delivering  him  to  the  Britosh  would  have 
been  certain,  snd  no  doubt,  splendid.  What 
they  might  poanbly  gain  tram  Oongresa,  waa 
disfasnt  and  uncertain:  for,  sir,  neiwer  theee 
men,  nor  the  wisest  of  the  sages  of  the  Bevoln* 
tion,  ooold  predict  at  that  time  what  would 
have  been  the  probable  result  of  the  more  than 
doubtful  oonteat  In  which  they  were  engaged. 
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TIm;  wen  fme  to  th^  oonnti; ;  to  the  caoM 
of  liberty ;  and  deeerred  unplB  rewards, 

Mr.  Bbxkt  inquired  of  the  Otudr  tf  it  tm  in 
drder  to  refer  petitions  by  a  TesolntiMi. 
The  SnAxxB  replied  that  It  waa  not 
Mr.  Wasd  then  modified  hia  resolution  so  as 
rto  make  it  read,  "  report  of  the  Oommlttee  on 
iBeTolntionary  PensioDi;"  and,  being  thoa 
•OMiided,  it  was  adopted. 

Ciui^erlaiid  Soad, 

Od  motion  of  Ur.  Hsboib,  the  Hoose  vent 
into  Oommittee  of  the  Wholi^  and  took  up  ttie 
tall  for  the  preaerration  and  rqiair  of  the  Onm- 
farlandroad. 

Mr,  AsaBmon,  of  Pennsylvania,  took  the 
floor,  and  said,  as  it  waa  his  intontJon  to  vote 
against  tJie  amendment  under  consideration 
ud  in  favor  of  the  bill,  be  would  ask  the  indol- 
MBoe  (rf  the  committee  while  he  stated  vwj 
irieSj  some  of  the  reasons  which  had  led  Tiiiri 
to  that  concIn^oD.  On  the  constitntional  qoes- 
tiOD,  t£  the  power  of  Congress  to  appropriate 
a  part  of  the  national  reaoaroes  to  oljects  of 
Internal  Improvement,  he  shonld  say  bat  littie. 
I  have  understood  (said  Mr.  A.)  that  the  qoes- 
lioa  was  considered  as  definitively  aettied  and 
pot  to  re«t  and  I  certainly  have  Do  deeire  to 
{ffOToke  a  diaoQssion  of  it  on  the  present  ocoa- 
Hon.  As  it  appears  to  me,  however,  to  be,  in 
some  measore,  mvolved  in  the  snbjeot  nnder 
coosideration,  I  will  take  the  liberty  of  making 
a  few  remarks,  by  way  of  introduction  to  what 
I  intoid  saying  hereafter.  I  never  had  any 
icmptea  of  tiie  eiistenoe  of  snob  a  power  in  the 
6<nenlGoTwnment.  The  language  of  the  eon- 
riitntifHi  is  too  plain  and  intelh^ble  to  be  mis- 
nnderstood.  I  apprehend  it  would  Im  diffionlt 
to  dinover  any  ambignity  in  its  meaning.  To 
doubt  the  right  of  Congreas  to  moke  approprio- 
tioDS  for  pnrpoeea  d  Internal  Improvement  ap- 
p«tt«  to  me  to  be  about  as  reasonable  as  it 
would  1m  to  donbt  their  right  to  ^ipropriate  a 
part  of  the  revenne  to  the  payment  of  the  na- 
timal  debt,  or  to  any  other  pnipose.  To  be 
•deipate  to  any  great  national  purpose  of  pro- 
fidins  for  the  general  welfare^  it  waa  necesaary 
thK  tnis  power  should  lie  nntrammelled  by  re- 
Orictiona  or  reservationa  that  might  lessen  its 
tStieaej.  It  was  equally  aa  impossible  for 
the  convention  to  foresee  what  state  of  thmgs 
the  Suctaating  tide  of  events  might  develop,  m 
the  CMirae  of  half  a  century,  as  it  is  for  us  to 
fiveeee  what  another  half  oeotury  may  nnfald  to 
posterity.  It  was  all-important,  therefore,  that 
Gongrev  ahoold  be  clothed  wiUi  a  power  fully 
eompetent  to  provide  for  every  possible  eroer- 
gHkcy.  It  is  a  national  power,  created  for  na- 
tioo^  purposes,  and,  of  necesaity,  shonld  be 
lodged  in  the  General  Government,  by  which 
it  can  be  moat  prompUy  and  most  efficiently 
^iplied.  I  wprehend  it  would  have  been  a 
veiy  donbtfe),  if  not  a  dangerons  policy,  to 
tune  eooflded  to  the  States,  m  their  separate 
e^Mdty,  the  perfi>mianoe  of  a  dnty  so  impor- 
tmt  it  that  cuT  providiDg  for  the  general  wel- 


ftre.  It  is  a  do^  which  properly  and  neces- 
aarily  appert^ns  to  Congress  to  perform.  If^ 
then,  it  la  admitted  to  be  the  special  provinoe 
of  Congress  to  provide  for  the  general  welfare. 


it,  can  no  longer  be  a  matter  of  doubt.  It  is 
contended,  however,  that  this  power,  which 
has  been  emphatically  called  the  mating  power, 
does  not  involve  the  pretarving  power ;  that 
the  power  to  make  turnpike  roads  does  not  in- 
volve a  power  to  erect  gates  and  collect  tolls, 
for  their  preservation ;  that  they  are  distinct 
powera,  between  which  there  is  no  oonneotios; 
that  the  power  to  preserve  ia  not  an  attribute 
of  the  making  power.  This  (sud  Ur,  A.)  ia 
the  first  time  I  have  ever  beard  sncb  a  doctrine 
BcrioQfily  advocated.  I  have  always  supposed 
that  the  power  to  provide  for  the  repair  and 
preservation  of  a  pnblio  work,  and  the  power 
to  oonstrnct  it,  were  so  closely  united,  and  so 
intimately  blended,  as  to  be  inseparable ;  that 
the  one  was  an  essential  attribute  and  concomi- 
tant of  the  other.  Will  it  be  said  that  the 
power  to  build  forts,  arsenala,  and  ships  of  war, 
doee  not  involre  a  power  to  provide  the  meoni 
of  keeping  them  in  repair  f  Every  man  in  the 
community  knows  that  they  are  indispensaUy 
neoessary  for  the  common  defence,  and  for  the 
protection  of  onr  commerce.  The  power  to  ap* 
propriate  money  for  their  preservation  is  nni- 
versallT  admitted.  *"""«!  appropriations  are 
made  for  that  purpose,  without  opposition.  In 
relation  to  these  objects,  the  power  to  make, 
and  the  power  to  preserve,  are  necessarily  in- 
divisible. The  efficiency  of  the  one  wonld  be, 
in  a  KTcat  measore,  destroyed,  if  deprived  of 
the  ouier.  IC  then,  it  is  conceded  that  the 
power  granted  to  Congress,  to  provide  for  the 
general  welfare,  involves  a  power  to  make 
turnpike  roads,  it  ia  manifestiy  dear  that  thc^ 
possess  a  power  to  pro^e  the  trays  and  means 
of  keeping  tbem  in  repair. 

Ur.  SniwABT  expressed  his  regret  that  gen- 
tiemen  had  deemed  this  a  fit  occasion  to  £aw 
into  disonssion  ail  the  topics  oomiected  with 
the  general  power  over  the  sntgeot  of  internal 
Improvements.  If  repeated  deoisiona,  and  the 
uniform  practice  of  the  Government,  could  set- 
tle any  question,  this,  he  thought,  ought  to  be 
r^arded  as  settled.  The  foundation  of  this 
road  was  lud  by  a  report  made  by  Ur.  Giles. 
the  present  Governor  of  Virginia,  in  1803,  and 
was  sanctioned,  the  next  sesidon,  by  a  similar 
report,  made  by  another  dietbguished  Virgin- 
ian, (Ur.  BABnoLFB,)  now  a  member  of  this 
House.  It  was,  therdbre,  the  offspring  of  Vir- 
ginia, and  he  hoped  she  would  not  now  aban- 
don it,  as  ill^timate.  Commenced  under  tiie 
admimstratlon  of  Ur.  Jefferson,  it  had  been 
Bonctioned  and  prosecuted  by  every  President, 
and  by  almost  every  Oongreaa,  for  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  century.  It  had  cost  more  than 
two  millions  of  doUara,  and  was  worth  much 
more  than  it  had  cost.  Its  benefits  were  iooal- 
Dulable.    Important  aa  this  road  was,  aa  a  me- 
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diam  of  oonunmiicatioii,  and  u  a  bond  of  union 
between  the  Atlantic  and  Weatern  Stotea ;  im- 
portant as  it  was,  to  the  nation,  in  connection 
with  lb  mail,  military,  and  oommeroiat  opera- 
tions; no  pennanent  system  had  yet  twen 
adopted  for  ite  preservatioa  and  repair.  This 
rood  had  already  passed  throngh  three  States, 
and  was  in  progress  through  t£ree  othera.  A 
portion  of  it  had  been  in  constant  ose,  for  fif- 
teen or  Hiiteea  years,  yet  the  whole  amonnt 
appropriated  for  its  repair  had  not  been  snffl- 
oient  to  pnt  one  inch  of  stone  on  its  entire  sur- 
face. No  road  in  the  world,  he  contended,  had 
ever  sustained  itself  so  long,  with  so  little  re- 
pair. This  fact,  alone,  fhmished  a  trinmphant 
refutation  of  the  charge  of  want  of  fidelity  and 
skill  in  Ite  ori^pnal  oonatmction. 

This  road  was  now  in  a  state  of  rapid  decay, 
and  almost  rapid  dilapidation.  Bomething  must 
be  done  speedily,  or  both  the  road  and  the  money 
it  had  cost  would  be  lost  to  the  nation.    The 


mils  to  report  the  bill  nnder  discussion,  which 
required  those  who  nsed  the  road  to  pay  for  its 
repair.  This  was  not  to  be  a  tax  for  porposee 
of  revenne,  as  had  been  alleged ;  but  a  volnn- 
tary  contribution,  pud  by  traTeUers,  barely 
sufficient  to  reptdr  the  ii^ory  they  did  to  the 
road  by  juang  it ;  it  was  not  a  tax  in  the  con- 
stitntiomd  sense,  no  more  than  the  postage  paid 
on  letters,  or  the  money  paid  by  vessels  pass- 
ing lighthonses  on  the  seocoast.  The  power 
that  sanoljoned  the  one,  snatuned  and  support- 
ed the  other. 

Vr,  8.  laid  it  down,  as  a  general  principle, 
diat  the  power  of  creation  carried  with  it,  as  a 
neoessary  and  inseparable  incident,  the  power 
of  preservation.  This  oonld  not  be  oontravert- 
ed ;  and,  hence,  genUemen  oppo»»d  to  the  bill 
were  under  the  necessity  of  denying  the  power 
of  the  Government  to  constmot  the  road.  This 
they  had  done,  and  thns  brooght  under  disoos- 
uoD  the  whole  question  of  power,  in  all  its  as- 
pects. His  colleague,  (Mr.  BnoHUTAir,)  who 
had  opened  the  debate  on  this  subject,  seemed 
to  regard  the  bill  with  more  alarm  than  the 
people  of  the  South  did  the  twifi*.  He  had  de- . 
noonced  it  aa  a  most  daring  and  dangeroos 
usnrpatjon  of  power;  as  tending  directly  to 
consolidation  or  separation ;  as  even  worse 
than  the  sedition  law ;  as  alike  deetmctive  to 
the  rights  of  the  States,  and  Uie  libertiea  of  the 
people.  He  had,  indeed,  coloured  up  a  most 
trightM  picture.  He  had,  hmisel^  called  it  a 
"  spectre."  True — but  It  wo*  one  of  bis  own 
creation.  A  "  spectre  "  at  which,  he  says,  even 
the  Federalism  of  former  days  would  have 
"  shrunk  hack  with  horror,"  He  had,  there- 
fore, felt  it  his  duty  to  sonnd  the  tocsin  of 
alarm ;  he  had  exhorted  the  friends  of  Btat« 
Rights  to  rally  their  foroea ;  he  had  appealed  to 
Virginia,  whose  voice,  he  said,  had  awakened 
some  of  her  slnmbering  sisters,  and  kept  alive 
the  wholesome  doctrine  of  State  Rights ;  and 
of  this  Bohool,  he^  too,  it  seema,  had  become  a 


sodden,  and,  of  oonrse,  a  zealous  disciple.  Ht 
had,  however,  taken  but  one  step-4te  must 
take  another,  and  that  was,  to  deny,  also,  tbs 
constitntionality  of  the  tariff.  This  be  might  do 
at  the  next  session  J  and  then,  and  not  till  then, 
oonld  he  be  admitted  into  fbll  otnDmnnira. 
He  must  go  the  whole,  and  avea  that  vonld 
not  restore  him  to  favor. 

The  gentleman  has,  in  fact,  distinctly  inform- 
ed ns^  in  his  speech,  that  the  politicians  of  lliii 
country  are  hereafter  to  be  divided  into  tiro 
great  parties ;  the  one  in  fhvor  of  "  Fedsnl 
power,  and  the  other  wedded  to  Slate  K^its;" 
in  other  words,  those  who  advocate,  and  thosa 
who  deny,  the  power  of  tbis  Government  Id 
protect  domestic  manufactures  and  promote  in- 
teroal  improvements.  These  are  tlie  sntijwta, 
and  the  only  subjects,  over  which  the  power 
of  this  Government  is  now  warmly  retdtted. 
These  were  the  great  points  of  ooDtrmtaj, 
and  he  agreed  with  bis  coUeagae,  tbst  emy 
man  most  take  his  stand,  on  the  one  ride  a 
the  other.  The  issue  was  made  np.  Tbess 
measures  must  be  abandoned  or  sustaioed.  Tha 
power  exista,  or  it  does  not :  there  was  no  bilf 
way  oonrse.  If  it  existed  in  the  one  case,  it  a- 
isted  in  the  other;  they  were  kbdred  meuore^ 
and,  in  his  opinion,  would  stand  or  fall  togetlMr. 
After  the  public  debt  ^paid,  which  mnit  occur 
in  a  very  few  years,  Why,  yon  will  be  tskti, 
impose  a  tariff  of  dtitiea,  when  there ianoob- 
jeot  on  which  you  can  expend  the  revsmel 
These  suUects  were  inseparably  oonuedtd; 
they  oonstitnted  one  system  of  policy;  itwM 
ag^nst  tMs  system  that  the  party  "  wedded  to 
8tat«  Itighte  *'  were  directing  their  effortt,  md 
it  was  this  system  that  its  friends  were  bot 
called  upon  to  defend  and  uphold. 

Mr.  &  appealed  to  the  Repreeentsdm  of 
the  Interior  and  the  West.  Withoat  inttnul 
improvements,  he  inquired  what  tbef  wen 
ever  to  expect  from  uie  expenditoree  rf  tlai 
Government.  They  mnst  bear  their  ftall  ahv* 
of  the  pnblio  bordaiB.  pay  Uieir  M  ihin  « 
the  public  revenne,  wiUiout  the  pcsdbili?  « 
participating  in  its  benefits— the  wbok  von 
go  to  the  eeaboord.  la  the  Interior,  and  m 
West,  they  IukI  no  fortifications,  do  bW  •» 
navies,  no  aea  wallaf  doclmrda.  lightboem 
buoys,  and  beacons.  He  alBnned,  wiUwrat  few 
of  contradiction,  that,  from  the  fonndstion^ 
the  Goveminent,  to  the  present  times  ''"5  „ 
civil  expenditures  of  the  Goverameiit,  for  w 
purpoHea,  except  int«mal  improvementSj^  tie 
whole  Union,  twenty  miles  from  'J*^*^? 
the  ocean,  had  not  been  eqnal  to  the  MWnai- 
tnres  on  a  mngle  fortification  I  DepioiaU*.  in- 
deed, mnst  be  their  condition,  »'''"''''~5 
power;  it  amounted  to  a  positive  eiolonon « 
tbe  Interior  and  the  West  frow  all  P"**'!!*'? 
in  the  benefits  of  the  pnblio  expenditure.  UkjJ 
wealth,  it  was  tree,  like  their  vast  ri«f^  T^nr 
continue  to  fiow  in  uniform  and  nevei^ceaWg 
streams  to  tie  ocean,  bearing  to  It  Ih^  «WW 
oontribntiMis;  but,  by  destroying  thu  po*". 
you  blot  out  forever  that  son,  which  sIm* 
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eoold  take  ap  a  portion  cX  this  great  deep,  and 
fetom  it  in  oopions  and  r«(l-W)ing  efaowera 
orer  the  vut  rMion  from  which  it  was  drawn, 
tangorating  and  replenUhing  the  noiabwleM 
'  u  from  which  it  originally  flowed. 


WKDinSDAT,  January  28. 

OumberUmd  Boad. 

The  House  ag^  went  into  Oommlttee  of  the 

Whole  npon  tiie  Rtate  of  the  Union,  and  re- 

mned  ^M  oonaderatioD  of  the  ODmberlaiid 

raedbiU. 

Mr.  Surra,  of  Indiana,  s^ :  Is  it  neoeasar; 
Utst  Ocmgrva  ahoold  adopt  any  measures  for 


Onmbo 


nd  road! 


)p^  and  preaervaition  of  the 
does  th( 

ireaerva- 


s  the  bill,  aa  re- 


Ifao, 
pMted,  pronde  for  anoh  rmairs  and  pi 
tkmf  And,  if  the  bill  te  luble  to  objections, 
ii  tiM  amendment  the  less  so  I  So  far  oa  I  have 
beard  the  argnnient,  these  questions  have  dl' 
Tided  themselves  into  two  geaeral  heads — I 
maan  those  of  conetitntionality  and  ezpedien- 
ej-y  or,  in  other  words,  is  the  proposition  eon- 
tajn«d  in  the  bill  oonBtitutional!  le  it  expedi- 
ent t  Th»  aame  qnestiona  arise  on  the  amend- 
ment. This  Bobjeot,  and  tbe  answere  to  these 
qoestiona,  are  not  new  to  me ;  they  are  not 
new  to  the  people  whom  I  repreeent;  they 
preaeot  no  new  qneetion  here.  For  mTself^  I 
eoofeas  that  I  have  thought  mooh  opon  this 
subject — not  for  the  porpose  of  mnUng  a 
q>«eoh  l)w« ;  not  merdy  since  I  have  been  a 
member  of  Oongresa ;  no,  sir,  in  mf  own 
bo«iae,  at  taj  own  fireeide,  at  times  when  I 
eonld  view  the  whole  ground  coolly  and  dia- 
Dssaioiiately ;  when  the  gaze  of  snch  an  angost 
Dody  as  this,  which  is  almost  enoogh  to  &ifa 
from  the  mind  of  so  yaanx  a  speaker  as  I  am, 
the  ideas  which  he  intends  to  bring  into  the 
diaaimian,  was  not  upon  me.  At  times  like 
these,  air,  I  have  formed  an  opinion  for  myself 
on  tfau  ail-important  qneetion ;  and  that  opin- 
ion it  will  be  my  object  to  oonunnnicate  to  this 
eoannittee,  as  ^stinotty  and  intelligibly  as  I 
can,  as  it  is  upon  that  opinion,  and  the  rea- 
aoiM  wUch  have  operated  on  my  mind,  in  its 
Ibnnation,  that  I  mnst  rely,  before  my  oonstit- 
leats  and  the  world,  for  the  oorrectness  of  the 
vote  which  I  am  abont  to  pve  on  this  gnestion. 
Then,  sir,  I  have  no  donbt  bnt  that  Congress 
is  veated  with  plenary  powers,  by  the  Oonstitn- 
tkm  of  the  United  Stated,  to  oonstraot  roads 
and  oanala  of  a  national  character.  I  do  not 
wish  to  be  uodeTBtood  as  saying,  that  the 
United  States  poasees  the  power  to  oonstraot 
•itba  roads  or  canals  whioh  are  local  or  seo- 
tioMl  in  their  oharactar.  The  qnestion  which 
these  two  proportions  wonid  present  hare  lit- 
tle or  no  afBni^witli  each  other.  This  Oov- 
emmaiit  is  only  rested  with  power  to  operate 
on  ol^aete  striotly  national  in  their  character. 
SaetiMial  or  local  obgeots  do  not  come  withia 
Dm  ipbere  of  her  operations ;  tiiey  fall  within 
tE«  szolonve  o<xitrol  of  the  State  OoTemments 
in  rAioh  tinej  are  oonstrooted.    In  this  restric- 


tive sense  I  wish  to  be  onderatood  as  contend- 
ing for  the  power  irf  Oongress,  onder  the  coDSti- 
tntion,  to  constmct  roads  and  canals. 

Bo  far  as  principle  is  involved,  the  amend- 
ment presents  qnit«  as  strong  a  qnestion  of 
oonstitntional  power  as  the  originu  bill ;  In- 
deed, it  may  well  be  qnestloneii,  whether  the 
amendment  doee  not  go  one  step  farther  than 
the  bill  as  reported.  Tha  bill  proposes  to  put 
the  road  in  repur,  and  then  to  collect  a  toll 
barely  snfBcient  to  keep  it  in  repair.  The 
amendment  proposes  to  pat  the  road  in  a  like 
repair,  and  then  provides  that  the  United  States 
shall  oede  the  road  to  the  different  States  in 
which  it  lies,  npon  the  condition  that  the 
States,  by  a  given  day,  shall  accept  of  the  ces- 
sion, wiUi  a  reetriotion  annexed  that  they  dialt 
never  collect  more  toll  on  this  road  than  will 
be  sufficient  to  keep  it  in  repair.  What,  then, 
does  this  amendment  assnme )  It  assames, 
first,  that  Oongress  has  the  power  to  take  the 
Diat^riala  necessary  for  the  repur  of  this  road, 
and  to  enter  npon  it,  and  repair  it ;  secondly, 
that  the  road,  when  repaired,  is  the  property 
of  the  United  States;  thirdly,  that  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States  can  constitutionally 
cede  the  property  of  the  United  States  in  this 
road  to  the  several  StatM  in  which  it  lies ;  and 
lastly,  that  we  have  the  power  to  impose  re- 
striotions  on  the  legislation  of  the  States  on  the 
subject;  for  we  cannot  repair  this  road  nnless 
we  can  constitntionally  use  the  means;  we 
cannot  cede  this  road  nnless  it  is  onr  property ; 
we  oaimot  impose  restrictions  on  the  leglalation 
of  the  States,  in  relation  to  tkis  road,  nnless  It 
Is  sntfject  to  onr  Jarisdiction  and  control.  The 
bill  assumes  no  more — nay,  it  does  not  assnme 
so  much :  the  one  provides  that  Oongress  shall 
keep  the  road  in  repair,  by  erecting  the  gates 
and  collecting  toll  sofBcieat  for  that  purpose ; 
the  other  provides  that  the  gates  shall  oe  erect- 
ed by  the  States,  and  a  toll  collected,  nnder  re- 
strictions imposed  by  Congress.  Now,  nr, 
what  is  the  difference  t  WUl  not  the  maxim, 
qui  fMt  per  alwm  font  per  u,  apply  to  this 
case  with  some  propriety  I  It  seems  to  me  to 
amount  to  abont  the  same  thing  either  way,  so 
for  as  the  erection  of  tbe  gates  and  the  colleo- 
tion  of  toll  is  ooncemed,  exoept  as  to  the  laws 
nnder  whioh  the  tolls  are  to  t>e  collected.  Of 
this  exception  I  shall  have  occasion  to  speak 
hereafter ;  and  I  should  like  the  gentleman  to 
show  me  the  section  of  the  constitution  under 
which  he  proposes  to  cede  this  road  to,  and  im- 
pose the  restnction  on,  the  States.  There  may 
be  sueh  a  clause  in  that  instrmnent,  but  I  con- 
fess it  has  escaped  my  observation.  I  have 
now,  I  presume,  said  enough  to  let  the  commit- 
tee know  that  I  am  in  favor  of  the  bill,  as  re- 
ported, and  against  the  amendment. 


delivered  on  this  question  a  few  days  unce,  as 
I  do  to  all  that  gentieman  says  in  debate ;  and 
while  I  acknowledge  the  great  powers  of  his 
mind,  and  tbe  iDgenuIly  of  his  argnmenta,  I 
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moat  most  decidedly  dlBsent  from  liui  doctrinea. 
His  premises,  too,  are  prafeasedlf  the  pro- 
Tieioos  of  the  oonBtJtatdon ;  bnt  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  show  that  his  argntnenta  are  founded  in 
error,  in  respect  to  the  powers  given  bj  the 
cotiBtitatio&  to  CongreeiL  and  the  object  of  oon- 
f^rring  those  powers.  This  will  make  it  neces- 
sary for  me  to  take  a  cursory  view  of  the 
formatioa  of  this  Government  and  its  powers, 
prior  b>  the  adoption  of  the  federal  oonstitn- 
tioD.  It  will  be  recollectad  by  gentlemen,  that 
t^e  thirteen  original  Btat«e  were  bound  to- 
gether by  Uie  Ameles  of  Oonfederation.  This 
was  emphatioally  a  onion  of  BUtea.  TheBtates 
who  had  tiitu  entered  into  this  leagae  or  con- 
federation retained  all  their  ri^ts,  their  sov- 
ereign^, and  tiieir  ezduaive  Jurisdiction  in 
th^  own  hands.  The  Oougreas  of  the  United 
States  acted  npon  those  Btatee  aa  so  many  sov- 
ereign corporations,  and  not  npon  the  people. 
'Vnien  it  became  necessary  to  raise  an  army  for 
the  common  defence,  Oongrew  ooold  fix  the 
Jost  qnota  that  each  State  ahonld  send  to  the 
field,  aod  could  request  the  States  to  comply 
with  the  requisition.  Was  it  necessary  to  col- 
lect money  from  the  people  to  aopport  the 
army,  carry  on  the  wa^  and  defray  the  ex- 
penses of  Oovemment,  Oongrees  ooold  am>or- 
tion  the  snm  that  each  State  ehonld  contnbate 
to  the  cominon  stock,  and  make  a  reqnest  that 
the  States  ahonld  flirniah  the  amount.  If  these 
requests  were  thought  expedient,  and  no  con- 
atitntional  scraplea  shonld  suggest  themselves 
to  the  State  Legislatures,  they  were  complied 
with;  bnt,  should  the  States,  or  any  one  of 
.  them,  not  comply,  what  waa  the  consequence  t 
OoDgreBs,  under  the  Articles  of  Confederation, 
had  no  power,  by  dvil  means,  to  coerce  a  com- 
pliance ;  nothing  short  of  a  resort  to  the  sword 
— ^to  civil  war,  with  all  its  awftil  oonsequences — 
could  hope  to  procure  a  submiasion  on  the  part 
of  the  State,  Thus,  the  Confederation  was  not 
onhr  weak  and  powerless,  bnt  it  contained 
witlun  itself  the  seeds  of  civU  war,  and  ite  own 
dissolution,  and  with  them  the  destruction  of 
the  lives  and  liberties  of  those  citizens  who 
had  taken  shelter  under  iC«  rotten  branches, 
from  the  itorms  of  the  revolntion.  The  sages 
and  patriots  of  the  age  aaw,  with  feelings  of 
the  deepest  regret  and  augnish,  that  the  Qot- 
emment,  as  then  organized^  mnst  be  dissolved ; 
that  it  oould  not  exist ;  ana  that,  in  its  dissolu- 
tion, must  be  engulfed  all  the  fur  prospects  of 
liberty  and  happiness,  which  had  buoyed  up 
their  spirits  under  the  privations  and  dangers 
of  the  revolntion.  Thus  waa  this  republic  sit- 
uated, when  a  large  majority  of  the  patriotic 
citizens  of  the  day  resolved  on  changing  the 
whole  form  of  the  Government.  This  brings 
me,  sir,  to  the  federal  comtitnfaon,  of  which  it 
is  my  purpose  now  to  speak :  for  it  is  by  that 
chart  we  are  now  to  navigate  these  political 
seas.  Old  things  are  done  aws^,  and  all  things 
have  become  new ;  doctrines  lUce  those  whidi 
have  been  urged  upon  ns  by  the  gentleman 
from  Vi^nia,  (Mr.  P.  P.  Bakboub,)  and  all 


oUier  gentlemen  of  the  same  sohool,  haie  no 
application  to  the  Govemmuit  and  its  pow«^ 
as  renovated  by  the  adaption  of  the  ooiutitiidoD. 
Having  shown  the  committee,  brieSj,  boim 
of  the  many  objections  to  the  old  ArticlM  d 
Confederation,  I  shall  now  turn  to  the  coMtitii- 
tion.  the  very  first  words  in  which  are  itron^ 
marked  with  the  change  which  had  takea  place 
in  the  QoTemmemt.  The  preamble  to  that  in- 
Htmment,  which  unfolds  the  reasons  thit  c*n«d 
for  the  change  in  the  Government,  readi: 
"  We,  the  people  of  the  United  State*,  in  wdtr 
to  form  a  more  perfect  unioUj  to  eetablifih  jiu- 
tice,  ensure  domeatdo  tranqtiilli^,  provida  fbi 
the  common  defence,  promote  the  general  vd- 
i^re,  and  secure  the  hleasings  of  liberty  to  oiu>- 
selves  and  our  posterity,  do  orduu  snd  ettib- 
liah  thia  conatitution  for  the  United  Statu  of 
America."  Ifot  we^  the  Btatee,  "in  or^  lo 
form  a  more  perfect  unicm ;"  no,  sir,  a  union 
of  States  exclnsiTely,  as  enoh,  was  the  very 
evil  in  their  form  of  Government  that  tb«y 
were  attemptins  to  remedy.  Snch  a  nnioa 
could  not  have  oeen  more  perfect  than  it  wu 
under  the  Articles  of  Otoifederation;  the  peo- 
ple had  tried  it,  and  it  waa  found  altogether  in- 
competent to  "  establish  justice,  ensure  iim» 
tio  tranquillity,  provide  for  the  common  it- 
fence,  promote  tlie  general  welfare,  and  pn>- 
cure  the  blessings  of  liberty  to  ooraelve*  ud 
our  posterity."  The  very  preamble,  tien, 
dearly  oontemplates  a  dissolution  of  eidusn 
State  bonds,  and  the  creation  of  a  doser  cuioB 
of  the  people.  Was  it  not  remarkable,  thit 
those  old  esRes  and  heroe^  who  had  fooght  tin 
good  fight  in  times  that  tried  men's  sool^ 
diDuld  not  have  been  alarmed  at  the  ides  rf 
letting  the  people  become  more  dosdj  nniud) 
Was  there  no  voice  then  to  raise  the  07 1* 
State  rights— of  bleeding  State  righte  t  "U 
there  no  philanthropist  or  st«t«aman  in  lh« 
days  to  warn  the  people  against  adopting  ^"^ 
political  heresies  as  were  contained  in  tin  p* 
amble  t  Tes,  there  were,  in  those  dsji,  '«>■ 
men  as  these ;  they  represented,  in  Rowing 
colors,  the  same — yes,  the  very  same  docOiM* 
that  are  now  contended  for  on  this  floor.  Tmj 
contended  that  the  States  had  mnchbttterMS- 
tinne  under  the  Artides  of  Oonfederstian,  Uuo 
for  the  people  to  adopt  a  federal  oonstitation, 
with  snoh  tremendous  powers  as  to  aalh<»u6 
Congress  "  to  provide  n>r  the  common  defence 
and  the  general  welfare ;"  bnt  all  to  no  poi> 
pose.  It  was  believed  that  the  people  were  i* 
pable  of  self-government ;  that  they  woulo  to 
more  likely  to  act  together  for  the  public  good, 
than  to  destroy  each  other  without  mdneement 
It  was  believed  that  a  Government,  to  ao 
good,  and  to  "  promote  the  general  weltire, 
mnat  have  the  power  to  act.  The  oonvenU<ai 
said  BO ;  the  people  said  so ;  and  the  nopMil- 
Ided  prosperity  of  the  United  States,  nodertbj 
exercUa  of  this  power,  enters  a  eoMtl  Wi^ 
the  confederation  doctrines  of  the  gentlemiB 
fiwm  Vii^ma :  fbr  such,  sir,  I  ocrtamly  ote- 
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Ouaiberland  Boad, 

The  Honw  wmt  into  Committee  of  th« 
Wbcde  wx  tita  biD  for  Om  pmerration  and  re- 
pair of  the  Oomberland  rood. 

Ifr.  BuoxRKB  Mid:  Should  Om  proposed 
mnMndmcmt  pretaH,  not  only  woold  the  miper- 
fotendenoe  and  oontrol  of  tlw  Qeneral  Qovwn- 
ment  be  witiidrawn  tntoi  it,  but  it  oonld  not 
&il  to  be  oonmdered  as  Uie  oommenoemeDt  of 
the  prostration  and  abandonment,  hj  the  Fed- 
eral Government,  of  tbe  whole  system  of  iO' 
(emal  improTementa.  The  ad(q>tion  of  tbe 
mendment  ooold  be  justified  on  the  gronnd 
onlj  of  a  want  of  power  in  Qie  GoTemment 
to  protect  and  control  what,  it  bad  been  ac- 
knowledged bj  a  large  majoritj  of  everr  Oon- 
gran,  for  manj  7earB  past,  ahe  had  a  right  to 
oiMisbiict.  He  oonld  not,  therefore,  Jnatiiy 
himself  to  bia  oonstitoenta  (eepedallr  aa  but 

»  cAer  gcDtlNoan  from  the  t 


Ua  v<Hoe  in  argoment  agtinst  it)  to  permit  the 
vote  to  be  taken  itpon  it  withont  maoifeatin) 
Ua  deeded  oppottttim  to  the  amendment,  an< 


it  withont  maoifeatinK 
>  the  amendment,  and 
egpl^tnlng  the  gironnda  of  hia  oppoaition. 

Whj,  B^  lb-.  6^  ahonld  we  confide  to 
manageoMnt  of  PennaylTania,  Haiyland,  and 
VirpiuA,  ft  iutj  which  we  oonld  as  oonvenient- 
If  attend  to  aa  they  conld,  and  which,  if  we 
no  Mens  ad  the  power,  we  ongbt  to  p^forml 
Those  Btatea  might  faithAillf  diaobarge  any 
promiae  made,  or  engagement  mt^red  into,  on 
the  aoljeot,  however  plain  it  mar  be  that  snoh 
ptmnise  would  be  ntterlf  invalid,  in  a  legal  or 
eonatitntlimal  point  of  view.  It  waa  not  hli 
tntmtioD  to  inainnate  thej  wonld  not.  He 
ahmild  attempt  to  draw  no  invi^ooa  diatinO' 
tiona  between  States.  It  waa  anfflolent  its  his 
pnrpoao  that  no  aaoh  oontract  wonld  be  obliga- 
tory on  ft  State.  In  oaae  of  biiore,  we  had  no 
means  of  forcinK  eomplianoe,  and  any  attempt 
■t  common  would  not  only  be  an  nnanthoiized 
aammption  of  power,  but  oonld  not  fail  to  lead 
to  the  moat  nnhappy  ooUisions,  and  the  most 
ealamitooi  oonseqnenceo.  If  we  cede  to  thoae 
Stataa,  we  mnat  do  the  same  to  Ohio,  Indiana, 
*c^  aa  to  thoee  portions  of  the  road  which 
hare  been,  or  may  be  hereafter,  oonstmoted  in 
those  States. 

If  any  one  of  them  failed  to  keep  the  road  In 
the  state  of  preserralion  contemplated,  the 
aune  diffionlties  wonld  preaent  themselves,  as 
ff  til  alionld  fUL  Let  na  not  flatter  onrselves 
that  sodi  an  event  oonld  not  ooonr,  and  need 
not  be  guarded  a^idnst.  In  this  age  of  politi- 
cal wonder^  Dothing  ahonld  anrpriie  tib.  Who, 
vbem  the  poMio  lands  were  solemnly  pledged 
for  the  p^ment  of  the  national  deb^  oonld 
hftTo  sunxMed  the  period  waa  so  near  at  hand 
when  not  tmly  a  Sti^  in  which  some  of  thoae 
lands  are  ntoated,  woold  deny  to  this  QoTem- 
meot  anj  valid  title  to  them,  bnt,  when  snoh  a 
dootrine  would  beoome  so  prevalent  in  dif- 
ferent BtatHB,  that  the  political  prospects  of  ao- 


piraote  to  office  were  made  to  depend  npon 
their  urging  the  propriety  of  their  selznre  by 
the  Btatea ;  and  when  polititnans  in  this  House, 
of  deservedly  high  standing,  wonld  look  npon 
it  as  expedient  to  enter  gravely  into  the  in- 
qi^,  whether  our  title  to  them  waa  valid  ? 

WbtoM,  aaked  Mr.  B.,  could  this  strange  In- 
btuation  prooeedf  Was  it  not  the  unhappy 
esnlt  of  tlie  same  mistaken  notions  of  "  StAte 


through  wbicb  it  is  conducted  t  No  one  could 
be  more  devoted  to  State  rights  than  he  waa ; 
bnt  Federal  righta  were  not  less  dear  to  him. 
He  oonld  not  say,  In  speaking  of  them,  "  not 
that  he  loved  the  one  leea,  bnt  that  he  loved 
the  other  more."  So  intimately  were  they  con- 
nected, so  absolutely  dependent  on  each  other, 
that,  destroy  the  one,  and  yon  thereby  destroy 
the  other.  The  sun  which  rises,  mourning  the 
annihilation  of  the  latter,  may  shroud  itself  in 
tbe  daitoess  at  disconsolate  grief;  fbr  the  in- 
evitable and  jrapidly  aptMroMhinB  loss  of  the 
former.  He  wonld  not  nse  the  language  of  a 
oelebrated  poUtidan  tn  En^and,  who  said, 
"  whenever  ne  heard  of  the  word  '  rights,'  he 
hfti  learned  to  ocmdder  It  as  preparatory  to 
some  deatdating  doctrine,"  because  it  was  the 
laOKuage  of  tyranny;  bnt  he  rejoiced  that  he 
had  learned  to  love  not  only  the  constitution  of 
his  State,  but  of  the  Qeneral  Government ;  and 
to  renrd  the  rights  secured  by  each  as  eqnally 
sacT^  and  Inviol&ble.    If,  then,  when  a  man 


hia  patriotism.  But  if;  thereby,  he  rignified 
bis  olspoeition  to  weaken  or  re^st  the  constitu- 
tional  exercise  of  Federal  power,  he  deprecated 
bis  motives  and  abhorred  his  doctrines. 

He  knew  it  waa  diffioult  so  to  define  the 
powers  of  each  Government  as  on  all  occasions 
to  avoid  apparent  conflictions.  It  was  proper 
that  each  should  be  administered  in  a  Bpirit  of 
mutual  forbearance,  and  with  the  kindest  feel- 
ings of  mutual  oonfidenoe.  We  sbonld  indulge 
in  no  Jealousy ;  no,  not  even  in  what  had  bean 
termed  a  wholesome  Jealousy.  Such  a  devotion 
to  State  rights,  and  such  a  jealousy  of  Federal 
rights,  might  be  very  properly  considered  aa 
"  preparatory  to  some  aesoiBtinK  dootrine ;  to 
some  wide-spread  min."  Its  direct  tendency 
waa  to  dismember  the  States,  to  sever  the 
Union — a  Union  which  the  patriots  of  other 
days,  of  days  gone,  he  feared  never  to  return, 
had  fondly  anticipated  wonld  effect  for  na  in  a 
political,  what  faith  does  in  a  religious  view, 
everlastmg  salvation.  It  destroyed  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  in  the  wiadom  of  their 
Oovemment;  it  led  to  angry  contentions,  to 
bloodshed,  to  civil  war,  with  all  ita  hideous  and 
desolating  oonsequencee. 

Let  OS  then,  said  Mr,  B.,  inquire  into  the  na- 
ture of  our  Govemmenta,  Federal  and  State, 
and  define,  as  tar  aa  we  can,  their  respective 
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powers,  t&kiiig  care,  u  ir«  proceed,  to  affix 
definite  Bigniflcationa  to  the  tenns  employed; 
for  be  apprehended  it  was  to  an  omiaaioQ  to  do 
this — to  the  loose^  undefined,  and  variant  mean- 
ing! in  which  manv  ezpremtms  in  oonunon  ose 
in  BQch  argiuneats  had  been  employed,  or,  per- 
haps, not  nn&eqDently  to  tlie  fact  of  their  being 
iiBod  without  any  meaning  at  ail,  that  much  of 
the  supposed  diffionlty  on  this  snbjeot  orip- 
oated.  The  expreegiona  "  eminent  domain," 
"jurisdiction  attaching  to  soil,"  "ooncDrrent 
JnriBdiction,"  "  State  sovereignty,"  "  the  ab- 
snrdity  of  considering  the  incidental  |H>wer  as 
greater  than  the  one  from  which  it  is  de- 
aaced,"  as  generally  used  in  argumenta  on  this 
subject,  might  serve  to  round  off  a  sentence,  or 
fill  np  a  speech,  but  they  cast  no  li^t  on  the 
question.  If  it  he  not  mere  jargon,  let  those 
who  nse  them  inform  ns  what  they  mean,  and 
how  they  apply  them. 

What,  then,  said  Ur.  B.,  is  the  nature  of  the 
Federal  Government  t  It  was  one  of  delegated 
and  limited  authority.  It  conld  act  but  in  pnr- 
snanoe  c^  the  aothority  vested  in  it  onder  the 
oonstJtntion.  "  The  powera  not  delegated  to 
the  United  States  by  the  constitution,  nor  pro- 
hibited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States  respectively,  or  to  the  people."  After 
tiie  ennmeration  of  various  powers  with  which 
Oongresa  ia  clothed,  it  is  declared  that  tt  shall 
also  have  power  "  to  make  all  laws  which  shall  be 
necessary  and  proper  for  carrying  into  execu- 
tion the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other  pow- 
ers vested  by  this  constitution  in  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  depart- 
ment or  officer  thereof."  Speaking,  then,  of 
the  relation  in  which  it  stands  connected  with 
the  State  Govemmenta,  it  was  not  sovereign. 
It  was  to  be  sure  sovereign,  or  supreme,  which 
he  should  nse  as  syuonymons  terms,  respecting 
all  anoh  matters  as  had,  by  the  oonstitntion, 
been  conSded  to  its  management  It  was  ab- 
solutely necessary  to  its  preaervation  it  should 
be  so.  It  conld  not  have  snrviyed  its  forma- 
tioD  five  years  without  such  power,  Qod  grant 
it  may  be  preserved  with  tt.  He  had  always 
viewed  the  danger  resulting  from  a  heedleas 
and  nnwarrautable  resiatance  of  it,  on  the  part 
of  the  States,  and  a  consequent  ^ssolntion  of 
the  Union,  as  more  imminent  than  any  pro- 
ceeding fi:om  an  attempt  at  encroachment  by 
the  Federal  authoritieB. 

Are  the  States  theo  sovereign  t  But  for  the 
Federal  constitotion,  each  State  would  have 
been  soverei^  In  the  most  unlimited  sense  of 
the  word.  Each  one  might  have  abolished, 
altered,  or  reformed  ita  Government  in  any 
manner  the  people  might  have  thonght  proper 
which  it  could  not  now  do:  for  "the  United 
States  shall  guarantee  to  every  State  in  thb 
Union,  a  republican  fonn  of  Goveniment."  It 
might,  in  fine,  have  done  any  and  every  thing 
within  ite  territorial  limits,  or  in  relation  to 
fbreign  Governmente,  which,  by  the  constitu- 
tion, had  been  confided  to  the  General  Qovem- 
ment.    Bo  tar,  however,  as  they  have  vested  a 


portion  of  tlie  power,  which,  otherwise,  tlwy 
would  have  posaeseed,  in  this  Govenmient, » 
have,  by  the  (unstituuon,  been  expready  pro- 
hibited from  eieroiaing  it,  ttiey  are  not  sov- 
ereign, becanse  there  are  many  matters  whidi 
belong  to  soverei^  power  which  they  codd 
not  control  even  within  their  territorial  litniCa 
See,  for  example,  1st  artide,  10th  BectiaD,of 
the  oonatitntioa.  Yet  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  free.  They  possess  sovereign  pow«r. 
The  power  is  lodged  m  the  handa,  not  of  tba 
Federal  Government,  bat  of  the  Federal  md 
Stat«  Governments.  Taken  in  <m.o  eombiiied 
view,  they  might  be  considered  as  a  grtit, 
splendid,  and  complicated  machine;  jet,  n 
skilfully  and  Judiciously  arranped,  ita  povenai 
nieely  balanoed,  that  we  might,  with  mod 
greater  propriety,  apply  to  it  the  enlogion  pn- 
nonnced  1^  a  dutinguished  individual  upon  iB- 
other  Government,  who  sud  "  it  was  the  mtat 
stupendons  ftbrio  of  hmnan  invention." 

If  this  view,  said  Mr.  B.,  of  Ihe  naton  of 
those  Governments  be  correct,  and  surely  none 
could  deny  it,  he  would  proceed  to  exsmios 
what  gentlemen  meant  by  saying  that  jnriidifr 
tion  always  attaches  to  soil ;  and  aim  to  enm- 
ino  why  It  did  so  attaofa.  "Jurisdidioii,'' 
when  applied  to  courts,  was  not  tued  is  tM 
same  sense  as  when  applied  to  a  GovenmenL 
In  the  first  case,  it  meant  the  anthori^  coO' 
ferred  by  law  on  the  courts  to  a^adicate  in  »■ 
lation  to  partJcular  matters :  in  the  IsUcr,  it 
wgnified  the  power  or  authority  of  the  Gm- 
emment,  and  sometimes  the  tract  of  cooaHj 
over  which  such  authority  extends.  Thai,  n 
say  that  ench  a  matter  originated  wilhiB  ^ 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States;  that  ii^ 
within  the  territory  over  which  she  eierciw  • 
lawful  and  constitntional  authority.  In  ollia 
Govemmenta,  where  there  is  no  wftriim  «• 
imptrio,  BB  here,  whatever  controversy  ii  to 
be  decided,  or  act  to  be  performed,  ntfedn4 
either  persons  or  property,  must  neowswilj  I* 
suUect  to  the  control  of  the  GorsnuMnt 
within  whose  territory  the  controversy  ii  to  l« 
dedded,  or  the  persons  and  pnroerty  wt  lo- 
cated. As  no  other  Government  had  a  ri^t  to 
interfere,  the  jnriBdiation  waa  said  to  ittaci  to 
the  soil :  jurisdiction  attached  to  the  soil  ba« 
also.  But  whether  the  subjeot  was  one  -wum 
was  placed  under  the  power  or  jnriBdictiooOl 
the  General  or  State  GovemmeDtj  mod,  m 
every  case,  depend  npoa  the  provinons  M  tM 
oonstitntion.  To  it  we  must  look  as  the  wiuej 
of  hiformation.  I^  on  such  exajmiisti<»,  n 
should  be  found  to  belong  to  the  latter,  iV 
Virginia,  the  Jurisdiction  attached  to  the  ioil. 
becanse  Virginia,  not  Pennsylvania,  nor  M^ 
other  Stat«,  had  a  right  to  act  in  relatitm  to^ 
if  to  the  General  Government,  jurisdiction  stiU 
attached  to  the  soil,  because  the  United  Stst«% 
not  Great  Britdn  nor  France,  had  a  li^  " 
act  respecting  it  As  to  any  Bu^wsed  eaoeat- 
renoe  of  jurisdiction,  he  did  not  know  it  wooia 
throw  any  hght  on  this  sulject,  to  enter  1^ 
au  examination  of  It,    He  might,  perhq^  o*" 
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tart  be  eloead  Iub  obseiraUons,  make  a  few  re- 

Mr.  B.  said  he  nad  alroadj  urged,  and  lie  had 
tb«  MMtstitutaon  aa  hia  anthoritf  for  Baying  bo, 
that  no  State  oonld,  without  the  conaent  of 
CongreaB,  enter  into  anj  agraement  or  oompaot 
Tit^  another  State.  In  like  manner,  and  with 
eqoal  propriety,  it  mi^t  be  inaiated,  tbe  Gen- 
•nl  GoTemment  oonld  derive  no  power  from 
the  OMuent  of  a  Stata,  except  in  the  cases 
pointed  oat  in  the  constitntion.  In  the  District 
nt  Colombia,  and  indli  other  places  as  had 
been,  or  might  hereafter  be,  pnrchased  by  the 
eooaent  of  the  Lagisbtnre  of  a  Stata,  within 
which  the  aame  anall  be,  for  the  ereotdon  of 
forta,  magadnea,  arsenals,  dookrsrds,  and  other 
neodraX  buildings,  we  were  anthoriaed  to  exer- 
dM  ^uJnsiTe  legislation.  There  no  State  oonld 
interpoae  ite  antnoritj  to  control  the  moat  nn- 
{Bp^laitt  matter  howerer  disoonneoted  it 
ni^t  eeem  to  be  from  Uie  Interests  of  the  Fed- 
(c^  Oovenuueot.  Bnt  hod  there  beem  no  snoh 
pionsion  in  the  eonstttntioit,  as  to  the  poww 
of  «teIiMive  legiaUiion,  It  would  br  no  means 
be  tnie  that  the  Gorermnent  wonld  hare  been 
vithont  power  to  wpropriate  to  ila  use  lasd 
mdEtattXt  to  execute  Ua  Intimate  ol^ecta  in  re- 
htion  to  tboaa  matters  if  so,  othv  important 
and  neea—arT  powers,  ezpreesly  granted,  would 
iKt»  been  entirdj  inadeqnate,  ifsot  altogether 
■maToiling.  It  is  well  worthy  of  observation 
here,  that,  in  this  olanse,  the  power  is  not 
pTsn,  in  express  t^rms,  to  the  General  QoTem- 
mcnt,  to  appropriate  to  itself  snoh  property  for 
the  oDJeete  pointed  oat.  8aah  anthority  wonld 
hare  been  properly  and  oleariy  deduced  frcan 
aOtet  parta  of  toe  constltallon.  fint  the  power 
eoBfeired  is,  "  to  exerdse  ezolnMve  legislaticm  " 
orer  soch  plaoca,  so  obtained,  with  the  oonsNit 
of  the  Btirtea.  Bnt  ibr  this  olanse,  we  could 
hare  exerdsed  no  other  authority  than  snoh  as 
taigbt  be  "neoeassry  snd  proper  for  oarrying 
into  ezeontion"  other  coDStitntdonal  powers. 
Ta  might  have  legislated  oonoeming  it,  and 
onr  aots  made  in  pnTsoance  of  the  constitntion 
vonld  have  been  a  part  of  the  snpreme  law  of 
the  land ;  bnt  onr  power  of  legislation  wonld 
not  hare  been  esclofflTe ;  that  is,  the  State  in 
which  the  property  mig^t  be  located  wonld 
have  had  the  r^ht  to  extend  its  lepslation  to 
ewrf  matter,  even  within  the  bonnds  of  an 
arsaoal,  Ae.,  which  had  not  been  confided  to 
tba  management  of  the  General  Government. 
The  distimAion  to  legislate  as  to  oertun  pnr- 
noaaa,  and  to  legislate  ezclndvely,  should  not 
beloet  si^toC 

If  there  were  any  other  oseee  in  which  the 
legialstlve  power  of  the  General  Government 
eoold  be  enlarged  by  the  consent  of  a  State,  he 
did  not  nooOiect  them,  and  should  be  glad  to 
hare  them  pointed  ont  Surely  our  power  to 
oooatmct  a  road  oonld  not  be  made  to  depend 
upon  tfae  consent  of  the  State  through  which  it 
tt  propoaed  to  be  oondncted.  We  cannot  oon- 
aCrnot  the  road  without  first  legislating  on  the 
Mibfect.     if  Ote  oasea  pnt  were  those  only  in 


which  the  consent  of  a  State  oonld  enlarge  the 
legislative  power  of  this  Government,  and 
le^slation  was  neoessary  preparatory  to  the 
coDstmotion  of  a  road,  it  followed,  as  an  un- 
avoidable oonolnsion,  that,  if  we  had  a  right  to 
construct  it  at  all,  it  must  be  deduced  from 
some  other  source  than  snch  consent. 

Fbtdat,  January  80. 
Zottortet  in  fA«  Citf/  of  Wathinffton. 

The  bill  to  continue  in  force  the  provirions  of 
"  An  sot  to  authorize  the  Corporation  of  the 
City  of  Washington  to  draw  Lotteries,"  came 
up  in  order. 

Mr.  Wiocunra  briefly  expressed  himself  in 
opposition  to  the  principle  of  lott«n^  taxation, 
as  odious,  immoral,  and  m)p<^Uo.  He  referred 
to  some  caloolations  which  he  had  made  from 
several  lotte^  schemes  published ;  but  declined 
a  full  disousBfm  of  the  snl^ect.  He  oonclnded 
by  demantUDg  that  the  quMtion  be  tsken  by 
yess  and  nays, 

Ur.  SiBOXAirr  stid  that  he  had  made  np  his 
nund,  long  mnoe,  that  the  existence  of  lotteries 
was  a  great  evil ;  snd  he  had  since  bad  ample 
means  of  oonfirming  that  condnsion  from  fusts 
■ud  experience :  so  much  so,  that  he  could  not 
ocmsent  to  ssnotion  any  law  for  the  eetabliah- 
ment  ot  the  contannsnce  of  any  lottery  what- 
ever. He  did  not  afi'ect  to  be  more  swayed  by 
connderations  of  a  moral  kind  than  other  gen- 
tlemen ;  althou^  he  did  consider  the  question, 
even  in  that  point  of  view,  as  well  deserving 
of  consideration.  He  tbongnt  the  House  might 
as  w^  erect  an  establishment  for  public  gam- 
bling in  any  other  fonn ;  nsy,  better,  for  this 
was  gambling  of  the  very  worst  and  most  inju- 
rious kind.  By  a  new  contrivance  in  the  draw- 
ing of  lotteries,  that  operation  is  now  per- 
formed with  almost  as  much  oelerity  as  the 
dice  are  thrown,  or  a  coin  tossed  np  in  the  air. 
Lotteries  thus  drawn  exhibit  the  most  rapid 
and  powerful  kind  of  gambling  now  existing ; 
and  they  present  a  temptation  of  fearful  force 
and  magnitude  to  the  Indulgence  of  what  all 
will  own  to  be  an  evil  propensity — a  propen- 
sity which  no  gentleman  of  tills  Hoose  would 
wish  to  encourage  in  any  one  that  is  dear  to 
him ;  no  geatioman  who  heard  him  wonld  wish 
to  see  a  onild  of  his,  or  a  servant  or  apprentice 
in  whom  be  felt  any  interest,  occupying  his 
time  in  running  sfter  lotteries,  and  gnaering 
that  high  and  morbid  excitement  which  always 
accompanies  ^adh  a  pursuit.  Bo  great  was  this 
temptation  in  its  actnal  results  on  soeietf,  that 
in  a  thousand  oases  it  hsa  urged  men  to  the 
oommisaion  of  acts  which  broaght  them  to  a 
Jail,  if  not  to  the  gallows.  Here  Ur.  S.  ad- 
verted to  one  vei7  affecting  instance  in  illus- 
tration of  this  position.  It  was  the  case  of  an 
sged  and  highly  reapeotable  man  of  character, 
tul  then  nnblemiahed,  and  of  such  standing  as 
to  bring  him  into  an  ofBoe  of  great  trust  m  a 
moneyed  institution.  In  consequence  of  a  de- 
fkloation  In  the  funds,  the  gray  l^rs  of  this  on* 
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happf  man  vere  bron^ht  down  to  the  lowest 
state  of  ignominy  by  his  being  tried  vid  oon- 
Tioted  for  purloining  th«  money  of  the  institn- 
tion.  It  WBB  fonnd,  on  eiaioioing  into  the 
oaee,  that  all  thia  amotmt  of  Ainda  had  gone  to 
ft  lottet7  office.  The  man  had  been  dealing  in 
lottery  tickets  for  a  long  time  before,  (in  bok- 
eta  authorized  by  law ;)  bat,  being  nnfortnnate, 
he  yielded  in  hia  despair  to  the  force  of  a  pro- 
pensity which  Bometimes  sets  the  mastery  of 
the  Btrongeat  Toinda,  and  which  ia  sore  to  make 
an  easy  conqaest  over  weak  ones.  Lotteries, 
he  said,  were  springiDg  ap  like  moBhrooma,  or 
rather  like  the  poiaonoos  resemblance  of  mnsh- 
rooms,  which,  haviog  the  same  appearance,  are 
nevertheless  deadly  to  every  one  who  eats  of 
them.  If  any  gentleman  will  go  to  the  apart- 
ment where  a  Tottery  was  drawing,  he  would 
aee  collected  there  a  crowd  of  a  desoription 
which  would  tnake  his  heart  ache— a  orowd 
consisting  of  perBonH,  no  one  of  whom  osght 
to  be  there ;  persona  who  ought  to  be  at  home, 
pm^uing  some  branch  of  honest  indnstry — mi- 
nors, apprentices,  and  idlers  of  every  kind. 
There  he  woold  witness  the  intense  excitement 
which  gambling  never  Mia  to  produce — ho 
woold  there  see  how  the  appetite  for  saoh 
Bpecnlations  is  qniokened  till  it  becomes  over- 
powering. Tet  lotteriei  were  at  this  hoar  or- 
ganized by  the  United  States  to  an  extent  of 
which  gentlemen  probably  bad  little  idea.  He 
knew  that^me  tnne  ago,  a  lottery  was  drawn 
on  every  Wednesday  in  the  year.  Now,  the 
utmost  proceeds  of  sooh  a  system  were  from 
five  to  ten  per  cent,  of  the  amoont  invested ; 
to  be  enre,  there  was  generally  a  dedaotiraj 
allowed  of  fifteen  per  cent.,  bnt  ont  of  that  all 
the  eipenses  were  to  be  paid,  and  a  profit 
allowed  to  the  contractor  for  the  risk  he  takes. 
In  some  cases  the  profit  was  even  less  than  five 
per  cent  Thaa,  to  r^ae  a  snm  of  five  thoa- 
sand  dollars,  the  Government  draws  from  the 
people,  by  one  of  the  worst  species  of  taxation, 
a  contribution  of  one  hondred  thousand  dol- 
lars. It  was  in  his  opinion  the  very  worst  and 
most  penuoiona  species  of  taxation  that  ever 
was  devised  by  the  mind  of  man.  Those  only 
bny  lottery  ti<»eta  who  ought  not  to  bay  them; 
who  were  in  no  ^roomstaDoes  to  do  so.  The 
wealtliy,  the  pmdent,  the  prosperons,  do  not 
dabble  in  this  kind  of  q»eonlati(aL  No,  It  is 
the  igDorant,  the  needy,  the  weak,  the  ine^»e- 
rieneed ;  persons  so  fboliah  as  to  see  nottung 
befbre  their  liev  bnt  the  highest  prize,  and 
never  oonader  that  there  are  a  Honored  thou- 
sand chances  to  one  against  their  obtaining  it. 

For  his  own  part,  if  a  smn  is  wanted  by  the 
Corporation  of  Washington,  and  the  Govern- 
ment are  dinraaed  to  grant  it  be  would  rather 
give  it  to  them  at  onoe,  and  then  the  wbde 
mischief  would  be  dons;  the  Government 
wonld  know  the  eit«nt  of  it,  whether  larger 
or  smaller.  But  when  it  sends  abroad  an  un- 
limited permisrion  to  erect  lottery  offices,  who 
can  bound  the  evil  I  Ko  man.  On  the  whole, 
he  WBB  decidedly  of^ioBed  to  the  Ull,  and  waa 


oalled,  that  he  might  have  an  opportonity  of 
recording  his  vote  against  it, 

Hr.  IssBBBOLi.  should  r^oiee  enttrdy  to  ei- 
dude  frvm  the  District  of  Columbia  tms  ipe- 
des  of  gambling ;  and  if  saoh  was  the  objact 
of  the  gentlemen  who  opposed  this  bUl,  bs 
would  go  with  them  heart  aod  hand.  Bat  b* 
had  given  his  assent  to  the  iwesent  bill  merely 
on  the  groimd  that  the  Ccnporation  ot  Widi- 
ington  had  formeriy  had  a  nmilar  grant  mads 
Aem,  and  in  consequence  of  the  dtdUoation  itf 
an  individual  had  been  losers  to  a  large  aniatmL 
Vr.  I.  dwelt  on  the  venerable  character  of  pn- 
oeding  legislators  who  had  sanctioned  thk 
grant,  and  then  stated  the  careful  manner  in 
which  the  present  bill  had  been  goarded.  Bit 
still  isMsting  on  his  disapproval  of  the  priad- 
pie  of  lotteries,  he  sud  he  would,  for  the  pns- 
ent,  move  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  in  ordv 
that,  if  gentlemen  chose  to  introduce  a  rcaala- 
tjon  on  uie  subject  of  potting  an  end  to  bH  Mr 
tery-selling  within  the  IMMrict,  th^  mi^ 
have  an  iq>portanitT  to  do  so.  He  then  mond 
to  lay  tiie  bill  upon  the  table ;  bnt  witbdre* 
the  moticm  at  tbe  request  of 

Ur.  LiTTLi,  who  moved  to  re-conudt  tbs 
bill,  with  InstnietitBis  to  introduce  a  tnll  to 
prohibit  the  sale  of  lottery  dekets  within  lbs 
tMstrlot  of  Colombia ;  which  vas  carried  WK 


TuEBDJLT,  February  o. 
Cbin&«rland  Boad. 

The  House  again  went  into  Oonunittee  cf  Ih* 
Whole,  and  resumed  the  oouBideratitHi  of  tlii 
bill  fbr  the  preservation  and  repair  of  the  Onm- 
berlaodroao. 

Mr.  Mkbosb  took  ttie  floor  in  defsnoe  of  the 
bill,  and  in  oppootion  to  the  amendment  of  Tb, 
BnoEuirair,  (which  goes  to  cede  the  road  to  Hit 
Statea  tn  which  It  hes.)  and  having  prooeedtd 
in  his  speech  tiU  near  foor  o'clock,  he  gave  wiy 
to  a  motion  to  a^tonm. 

WBDNEflDAT,  February  4. 
Omtnting  Sleetorai  Votet. 
The  reeolntion  fhim  the  Senate,  prcqM^ 
the  wpointanent  of  a  Joint  Committee  "  to  H* 
certain  and  report  a  mode  of  enamining  ths 
votes  of  the  Frerident  and  Vice  Preaidait  « 
tlie  United  Statea,  and  of  notifying  the  va- 
BODS  deoted  of  their  election,"  was  then  oiiIm 
np,  read,  and  adopted  by  the  Hoos^  [Sea 
Senate  Debates.] 

Sjlturdat,  February  7. 
Chuntutg  <if  Sltcttiral  Veto. 
Mr.  F.  P.  Babbovk,  from  the  Jrint  Oommit- 
tee  appointed  to  aaoertain  and  report  a  mo^.<" 
ezandning  the  votes  for  FreaidiBnt  and  Vies 
Freaident  of  the  United  States,  reported,  ia 
part,  t^  fi)llowing  Teaoluti(» ; 
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JZuo^M^  Hut  the  two  Hooiet  (haU  •■embia  in 
lb*  Chamber  id  the  Hooaa  of  BqtraaentatiTei,  on 
Wcdneedaj,  die  11th  i^j  of  Febniuy,  IBSB,  at 
IS  o'clock ;  that  one  peraon  be  appointed  tcDci  on 
the  |art  of  the  Senate,  and  two  penont  be  appoint- 
ed tcUen  on  the  part  of  ttie  Hooee,  to  make  a  UM 
of  the  TOtea  for  Praddent  and  Vice  Frealdent  of  the 
(Foited  aiBtea,  aa  thej  ahall  be  dedared ;  that  Uie 
K«nlt  «h*n  be  d^Tered  to  the  Presdent  of  the  Bca- 
ale,  who  iliall  annonnoo  to  the  two  Honu*  a«eni- 
bled  aa  afore— id,  the  itate  of  the  rote,  and  the  pei~ 
•eoa  elected,  if  it  ahall  appear  that  a  ehoiee  hath 
baea  ande  agreeably  to  the  Conultatlon  of  the 
United  Statea,  which  annnnciation  ahall  be  deemed 
■  BoSwent  declaration  of  the  penon  or  peraona 
elected,  and,  together  with  a  list  of  the  lotu,  ahall 
be  ent^vd  on  the  journal*  of  the  two  Houses 
Tliia  reMdation  wu  oomnirred  m. 


MosD^T,  Febniarj  V. 
OutiAtrlaTid  Soad. 

The  Honse  then  again  went  into  Oommittoe 
of  Uie  Whole  on  the  bill  for  the  preserratiou 
ud  reMir  of  the  Oomberland  road. 

Mr.  Baxsamd  Hid :  I  bsTS  heard  it  said  that 
the  ittempt  to  Bustwn  •  power  for  this  Qovern- 
ment  bj^  reMrtii^  to  aeveral  distinct  portions 
(tf  the  oonstitntion  for  that  parpoM,  afforded 
very  tolerable  evideniie  that  the  power  was  not 
given  at  alL  I  agree  that  an  attempt  to  hatch 
Bp  a  poirer  can  gire  but  a  var;  weak  and  on- 
■aciatactory  result,  Bnt  I  have  never  been  able 
to  oonoeiTe  what  solid  objection  there  can  be 
to  Boding  a  fiill  and  perfect  anthoritj'  for  an; 
KUf^  aet  of  the  Glovermneot,  in  half  a  dozen 
dii£nct  clanses  of  the  oonstitntion,  an;  more 
thu  I  ama  ima^e  bow  the  antbority  of  an 
agent,  on  a  particnlar  servioe,  oonld  be  weak- 
ened bj  baving  a  double  command  for  it  from 
ttie  lamA  maBter.  The  loudest  and  fiercest  ob- 
Jectjons  irbich  hare  been  n^ed  agamat  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  power  contemplatea  bj  this  bill, 
have  all  proceeded  on  the  ground  that  the  mak- 
ing of  tlie  Cnmberland  road,  aa  well  as  the 
meaenre  now  proposed  for  its  proservBtion, 
could  be  jnatined  only  under  what  has  been 
called  the  war  power,  or  the  commercial  power, 
or  the  poet-road  power ;  and  from  these  prem- 
iaes  gMitlemen  have  reasoned  tbemeelpes  into 
the  tKelief  (I  shall  not  stop  to  inquire  how  Jnst- 
Ij)  that,  U  the  example  <a  this  bill  be  once  set, 
ttie  snpremacf  of  antnoritr  in  this  Government 
win  be  irrevooably  established,  to  the  certain 
destruction  of  State  sovereignty.  And  one  or 
two  gentlemen  have  seemed  to  look  for  the 
eonsnmmatioo  of  this  state  of  thii^  to  the 
time  -when  this  Government,  from  fnkipg  a 
ungle  road  of  fonr  rods  wide  throngh  the  cor- 
ner of  a  State,  shall  come  to  pnt  the  whole  area 
oi  that  State  nnder  one  broad,  unbroken,  and 
beaotifal  pavement — not  for  the  convenienco  of 
the  royal  progresses  which  its  functionaries 
may  make  throogh  their  dominions — not  for 
the  inarch  of  armies  such  as  Xerxes  led— bat 
for  the  carriage  of  a  letter-ba^  by  a  post-boy, 


on  horseback ;  or,  at  moat,  for  the  passage  of  a 
mail  ooaoh,  drawn  by  fonr  smart  bays,  and 
whipped  up  by  a  postuion.  who  is  paid  for  his 
services  at  the  rate  ttf  fifteen  dollars  for  tha 
month. 

Bnt  beddea  the  extraTaganoea,  not  to  say 
absnrditiea,  into  which  a  smart  lof^dan  may 
easily  mn,  on  so  vast  a  snbleot,  there  really  are 
views  of  this  subject  whica  may  ho,  and  nave 
been,  presented^  calonlated  to  eOjgonder  serioos 
doubt.  The  sabject  of  internal  improvements, 
under  this  Government,  is  by  no  means  free 
from  difflcolties.  For  one,  I  do  not  feel  dia. 
posed  to  enoonnter  them  Donecessarily.  I 
have,  therefore,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  sequel, 
chosen  to  rest  my  support  of  this  bill  on  a 
Bonroe  of  power  Afferent  from  either  of  those 
which  I  have  enumerated.  And  if  I  snoceed 
half  as  well  in  oonvineing  others  as  I  have  in 
satiating  myself  it  may  be  that  the  scraplea  of 
some  at  least,  who  have  not  yet  made  np  th^ 
minds  to  sustain  a  power  in  this  Qovernment 


for  this  biU.  I  regeet  that  it  has  not  been  in 
my  power,  from  oircumstanoes  which  some 
around  me  know  very  well,  to  look  into  the 
debates  formerly  had  in  Gongreas  on  this  sub- 
ject. Had  I  done  so,  I  might  have  foond  that 
all  1  propose  to  say  bad  been  long  ago  anticipated 
by  some  one  modi  abler  than  myself;  end  that, 
therefore,  instead  of  entering  myself  into  this 


who  had  already  valiantly  and  saccessfully 
home  himself  throngh  it.  I  am  encooraged, 
however,  t^  the  polite  attention  of  the  com- 
mittee, to  proceed,  and  I  ahall  do  so. 

If  the  Govermnent  has  the  power  to  make 
an  appropriation  for  the  Cnmberluid  road,  and 
to  provide  for  its  preswvatioD,  as  in  this  hill,  I 
can  see,  I  think,  a  strong  necessity  for  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  power  at  this  time.  I  am  one  of 
those  who  think  that,  to  neglect  the  exerdse  of 
a  power  fturly  belonging  to  the  Government, 
whenever  a  necessary  occauon  for  its  eiercuia 
is  presented,  bewose  of  the  doubts  of  individ- 
ual politicians  or  of  indiridual  States,  however 
loudly,  or  even  angrily  expressed,  is  Just  as 
dangerotis  a  violation  of  the  oonstitation  as  the 
assumption  of  unaccorded  power. 

The  Speak  ;r  told  us  the  other  day,  of  oentrifti- 
gal  force  and  gravitation  inourpoliUcal  planetary 
system ;  but  be  seemed  'Wly  to  fear  that  the  plan- 
ets might  fall  into  the  sun.  God  avert  that  ex- 
perience shonld  ever  teach  ua  how  mnch  dan- 
ger there  is  that  some  of  these  immense  bodiea 
will  fly  off  from  their  orbits,  and  either  wan- 
der on  alone  to  darkness  and  destruction,  or, 
meeting  each  other  in  th«r  erratic  flight,  pro- 
dace  a  ooncnssion  to  shake  the  whole  system  to 
its  centre.  This  bill  cont^ns  an  appropriation 
for  repuring  and  pufecting  the  Cumberland 
road,  and  uso  a  provision  for  Its  permanent 
preservation.  In  the  appropriation  tor  present 
repaira  is  invcdved  the  power  of  the  GovBin- 
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meiit  to  make  that  road;  the  remaining  pro- 
Tidon  is  Uiongbt  by  som*  to  iiiTOlT«  another 
-~'    t,  new  qaestion  of  power — of  a  power 


well  u  every  other  power  which  this  Govem- 
ment  can  exeroiee,  most  be  foond  In  the  consti- 
tntion ;  and,  if  it  is  not  there,  it  caoDot  be 
fbnnd  anywhere.  I  oonfeoa  it  iiaa  nmok  me 
with  rarpriae,  when  I  have  heard  gentlemen, 
for  whoM  talent!  and  aagaoi^  I  Mve  enter- 
tained the  most  profound  respect,  attempting 
to  abow  bow  thia  Goremment  derived,  d;  a 
compact  of  its  own  maktog,  the  power  to  do 
that  which  the  constitntion  itself  had  not  an- 
thorized  it  to  do.  What  wonld  the  old  thir- 
teen States  of  this  Union  have  thought,  when 
the  coQBtitntion  was  presented  to  them  for  ao- 
o^tance,  bad  they  found  in  it  a  elanse  to  this 
efraot :  "  In  addition  to  the  powers  herein  ape- 
dallyennDierated,  Congress  ahall  have  power  to 
do  in  the  States  whatsoever  it  shall  bereaner, 
by  compact  with  the  people  of  the  t«rritorie8, 
agree  to  do  t  "  And  yet  this  is  precisely  what 
Is  oll^med  by  tliose  who  deduce  authority  to 
emstmct  the  Cumberland  road  from  a  compact 
between  the  United  States  and  the  people  of 
Ohio.  This  Government  cannot  acquire  the 
right  to  violate  the  constitution  by  entering 
into  a  Eoleniu  engagement  to  that  effect.  It  is 
fenced  round  on  every  side  by  that  sacred  in- 
itmmeDt;  and  its  paramonnt  obligation  is,  to 
take  ttom  it  all  its  lessons  of  wisdom  for  de- 
vidng  plans,  and  of  energy  for  execQting  them. 
It  u  certainly  very  proper  for  us,  at  aU  times, 
to  look  diligently  after  the  obligations  nnder 
whi^  we  may  have  placed  ourselves,  in  virtue 
ot  oon»iacts  or  agreements,  with  a  faithful  pnr- 

C  of  strict  performance— always  remember- 
bowever,  that  the  teitb  of  this  Govern- 
ment can  never  stand  pledged  to  violate  the 
oonstitntion,  or  to  do  any  thing  beyond  the 
scope  of  its  enumerated  or  incidental  powera. 
In  17S1,  the  United  SUtea,  nnder  the  old  con- 
federation, received  from  the  State  of  Virginia, 
by  grant  and  cession,  a  tide  to  a  vast  territory 
of  land,  lying  northwestward  of  the  river 
Ohio.  The  terma  and  oonditions  upon  which 
this  cession  was  made  and  received,  are  not, 
for  our  present  pnrpoBoa,  necessary  to  be 
known,  wther  than  that  it  was  stipulated  that 
all  the  nn^propriated  lands  should  form  a 
common  fhna  for  the  benefit  of  the  United 
States,  and  that  States  should  thereafter  be 
formed  oat  of  the  territory  ceded,  having  the 
same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom,  and  inde- 
pendence, as  the  ori^nal  States,  and  shonld  be 
admitted  into  the  Union  on  an  equal  footing 
with  ..hose  Stat«e.    This  was  one  of  those  en- 

rmenta  which  were  continued  in  force  after 
abolition  of  the  old  oonfederation,  by  on 
express  stipulation  in  the  new  constitution.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  here  waa,  as 
yet,  DO  compact  which  contemplated  the  mak- 
ing of  any  road  whatever. 
In  1802,  Ooogreas  panied  ft  lav  anthormng 


the  people  of  the  eastwn  divinon  of  the  terri- 
tory northwest  of  the  river  Oliio,  to  form  ■ 
conatitution  and  State  Govenmient,  prepantcij 
to  admission  into  the  Union  as  a  State.  In  Utk 
law,  it  was,  amongst  other  things,  proposed  to 
the  people  of  the  eastern  division  of  that  t«N 
ritoiT,  that,  if  they  would  stipulate  not  to  (ai 
the  Wds  of  the  United  States,  lying  within 
the  bonDdarias  of  the  proposed  State,  for  Ua 
spaoe  of  five  yean,  (naa  and  after  (be  day  tm 
which  the  same  mi^t  be  wld,  the  United 
States  would  a^iply  the  one-twentjeth  part  id 
the  net  proceeds  of  each  lands,  as  the  sans 
should  be  sold,  to  the  laying  out,  under  the  an. 
thority  of  Congress,  and  mating,  of  pablio 
roads  "leading  from  the  navigable  wsten 
emptying  into  the  Atiantio  to  the  Ohio,  to  U* 
aaid  State,  and  through  the  same."  Thispropo- 
aition  was  acceded  to  in  convention  by  the  {«o- 
pie  of  the  territory  abont  to  be  erected  into 
the  new  State  of  Ohio,  with  a  modifi<»tiai 
proposed  by  that  convention,  and  accepted  bj 
Congress  in  the  next  year.  That  modifi<»tion 
was,  that  three  ont  of  the  five  per  cent,  of  tli* 
net  proceeds  of  the  Government  lands  in  Ohio 
should  be  pud  over  to  the  State,  to  be  apfSai 
by  the  Lwslatnre  of  the  State  to  the  km 
pm^ae  of  laying  ont  and  ■naWng  rosdi  in 
Ohio,  and  no  other,  leaving  two  pw  ctot.  of 
that  Amd  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of 
Gougreee;  to  be  applied,  not  as  aomegwlb- 
men  seemed  to  have  imagined,  exoliuiTely  lo 
the  country  this  side  of  the  Ohio,  but  to  be  q>- 
plied,  as  all  may  be  aatisfied,  by  an  eisminitiMi 
ot  the  dooutnente  on  this  subject,  in  the  diwre- 
tion  of  Confrreea,  as  if  the  modification  of  |^ 
oootraot  bad  not  been  adopted,  to  the  Isji^ 
out  and  making  of  a  road,  not  only  to  the  Hid 
State,  but  through  the  same.  _ 

Let  us  now  consider  the  rights  anddatietrf 
the  respective  parties  to  this  oompaot,  keoping 
in  mind,  all  the  time,  that  the  General  Gown- 
ment  was  acting,  ueoeesarily,  uniler  the  nn- 
tary  restraints  of  tbe  constitution.  The  poww 
of  Congress  over  the  territories,  as  over  IM 
other  property  of  tbe  United  States,  is,  ij* 
Ulr  conatmotion  of  the  conatitaticn,  ]inaUi 
only  by  the  equitable  rule  that  the  power  ih 


ao  ezenjised  as  not  to  inflict  s  wanton  inior} 
npon  others.  Nobody  doubts,  eioept  tw* 
whose  wisdom  conrista  in  doubting  ot  sv^ 


thing,  the  power  of  Oongreas  to  oonsmwttMd* 
In  ^e  territories,  by  money  drawn  flwn  **• 
public  treasnry,  to  improve,  in  mv  *»J  * 
pleases,  oonsiateiiUy  with  the  rule  I  ns"  J"* 
mentioned,  tbis  oommon  property  of  the  w 
tion,  by  the  application  of  the  oomiDon  re- 
sources of  tbe  nation.  Nobody,  for  iwtuM, 
will  deny  that  Congress  had  power  to  uy  oai 
and  constmct  a  national  road  fliroogh  tta  t*^ 
ritoiT  inolnded  in  the  present  State  of  Ohl(^» 
any  time  previous  to  its  erection  into  '.™~ 
It  had,  too,  as  I  contend,  power  to  provifl*  iw 
the  improvement  and  enhanoemeot  to  »•"»  ™ 
the  great  national  domaui  lying  withiii  sM  w^ 
yond  tin  then  eoDtemplated  Ststs  of  (Huo)  V 
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e&Uring  into  bo  agreement  with  the  people  of 
tite  territory  abont  to  be  formed  into  a  btftte, 
Hut »  rood  ahonld  be  m«de  throogh  that  teiri- 
torj,  M  loiiie  time  after  the  admifision  of  that 
Stete  into  the  Uaion.  The  ooDStitntioa  gives 
OoDCTen  the  power  to  admit  new  States  into 
Um  DDion,  and  to  this  the  power  of  fmpoBing 
oonditioiis  of  odmiwon  is,  in  my  Jadgmen^ 
deuly  and  neoessarilf  incidental ;  and  the 
aa\j  restnunt  □p<ni  Congreea,  in  this  partioolar, 
that  I  am  awue  o^  beyond  its  own  wisdom, 
grows  oat  of  the  orditunoes  of  the  old  Oon- 
gTMS,  bf  which  tlie  presMit  Oovemment  is 
tKnmd,  aad  by  whioh  the  old  thirteen  States 
ft^Milated  wiUi  the  people  of  the  northwestern 
territory,  that  the  new  States,  oarred  out  of 
that  territory,  ahonld  have  "  the  same  rights  of 
wonrtigaty,  ft'eedom,  and  independence,  aa  the 
origtoal  States."  I  shall  not  now  stop  to  show, 
tiiat  ttM  making  of  a  road  by  the  United  Stotea, 
tfarongfa  the  State  of  Ohio,  by  agreement  with 
Ibe  people  of  that  State,  cannot  impur  its 
"rigbts  at  soverrign^,  freedoin,  and  inde- 
paodenoe."  It  con  no  more  have  that  effect, 
tban  if  the  some  privilege  were  exercised  by  an 
iodindaal,  or  an  ordinuy  corporate  body,  un- 
der  an  agreement  with  a  State,  >a  we  may  per- 
bsps  nnajBrstaad  better  before  I  have  done  with 
tbembjeot. 

lite  United  States  did,  as  we  have  seen 
already,  agree  with  the  people  of  Ohio  to  carry 
a  road  throngh  the  territory  of  that  State. 
And,  although  it  may  in  the  compact  aomid 
Tvy  mooh  like  a  pnanise  to  do  Ohio  a  favor, 
■ad  it  eonld  not  pierhaps  have  promised  a 
pester,  yet  if  there  was  any  balanoe  of  inter- 
est, between  these  parties,  in  the  contemplated 
IcDprovementa,  it  was  on  l^e  port  of  the  United 
Btatea.  Having  agreed  to  admit  new  State* 
hlo  the  Union,  from  Uia  vast  regions  beyond 
the  Ohio  and  die  AllMhaniee,  tlie  Government 
niiMt  have  looked  to  the  avennee  which  it  pro- 
pond  to  apea  to  and  Ibrongb  those  re^ons,  as 
the  arteries  through  which  a  healthy  oirenla- 
(ion  mi^t  be  kept  np  in  the  extremities  of  the 
body  politic.  OerUn  it  is,  the  United  States 
did  agree  to  open  sacb  an  avenne,  and  under 
mkIi  ctrennistances,  as  I  contend,  that  it  has 
aeqmred  the  absolnte  and  nneqnivoonl  right  of 
l^ing  oat  and  making  a  road  Ihrongn  the 
Btata  of  Ohio ;  ploong  itself  onder  a  dear  ob- 
Bgi^txi  to  expend  a  spedfied  fond  on  some 
andt  work  as  was  G<Hiten)plated  in  the  com- 
pact, and  aoqniring  thereby,  as  dearly,  the 
li^  to  expnd  money  beyond  that  fond,  if 
_.. ^o  oomplete  snch  work  and  keep  it  in 


Npair. 

Thefi 


.  I  expendic 

bwland  road  have  already  greatly  ezoeeded 
As  two  per  cent,  ftmd,  it  seems  to  me  cannot, 
Id  any  w^,  as  some  have  oontended,  affect  the 
pnrtr  of  this  argmnent.  Its  obligation  to 
Oliio^  under  the  oompact,  may  have  expired 
TiUi  tbo  food,  lint  the  right  which  it  acquired 
For  the  benefit  of  Ohio,  a  spedflo 
d  to  be  expended  npon  snoh  a 


work,  bnt  it  seems  to  me  absord  to  say  that  the 
nse  of  the  Omuberland  road,  by  this  Govern- 
ment, is  to  cease,  whenever  that  fond  may  hq>- 
pen  to  be  eihaosted,  for  want  of  power  to  ^>- 
ply  other  means  necessary  to  its  completion  and 
preservation.  In  this  way,  then,  at  which  I 
nave  now  briefly  glanced,  do  I  think  the  power 
of  this  Oovemment  may  be  deduced,  in  fre- 
qneut  accordance  with  the  oonstitation,  to 
make  an  appropriation  for  that  portion  of  the 
Cnmberlaod  road  which  lies  within  the  State 
of  Ohio ;  and  it  will  he  readily  perceived  that 
the  same  argnment,  if  tenable  at  all,  may  be 
made  to  snpport  the  continuation  of  this  road 
through  the  State  lying  westward  of  Ohio. 

I  will  now,  with  the  indulgence  of  the  com- 
mittee^ proceed  to  inquire  how  Congress  may 
derive  the  power  of  making  an  appropriation 
for  that  part  of  the  rood  in  question,  whioh 
runs  through  the  States  of  Maryland,  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  Virginia.  It  will  be  recollected  that 
the  oompact  between  the  Unit«d  States  end  the 
people  of  Oliio  contemplated  a  road  "  leading 
from  the  navigable  waters  emptying  into  the 
Atlantic,"  to  and  through  that  State,  and  as 
the  route  of  such  a  rosd  mnst  necessBrily  be 
from  ite  eastern  termination,  throng  some  of 
the  original  States,  it  was  provided  that  Con- 
gress ^onld  lay  ont  the  rood  westward  to  the 
river  Ohio,  "  with  the  consent  of  the  several 
Statos  through  which  the  same  sbonld  pass." 
No  gentleman  in  this  Hoose  con  be  more  oer- 
twn  tlian  I  am,  that  the  consent  of  any  tndi- 
vidnal  Steto  cannot  authorize  Oongress  to  do 
what  the  constitution  has  not  given  it  the 
power  to  do.  Tliis  would  be  to  put  it  in  the 
power  of  a  less  nnmber  of  States  than  the  con- 
Btitntion  requires,  to  make  any  amendment 
they  pleased  to  propose,  and  to  dothe  Oongreaa 
with  any  power  they  pleased  to  confer ;  even  a 
'  State  eonld  do  this,  in  the  fkoe  of  the 
' '  in,  and  in  defiance  of  all  the  other 
the  Union.  Bnt  this  does  not  seem 
to  me  to  be  a  case  where  consent  is  daimed  as 
conferring  power.  The  power,  I  apprehend, 
on  examination,  will  be  found  in  the  constitu- 
tion, bnt  is  a  power  of  that  imperfect  kind  that 
it  cannot  or  ought  not,  in  certain  cases,  to  he 
eieroiaed  without  oonscot. 

In  the  present  cose,  let  it  be  recollected,  we 
sre  inquiring  after  the  powers  of  Ouigress  to 
lay  ont  and  construct  the  Oumberiand  rood 
tluvugh  the  States  of  Maryland,  Penn^lvonla, 
and  Virginia,  with  the  consent  of  those  Statea. 
The  interest  which  the  United  States  had  tn  Us 
public  lands  was  neither  forgotten  nor  negleet- 
ed  by  the  framera  of  the  constitation.  And 
without  entering  now  into  a  minute  examina- 
tion of  that  olanae  of  the  constitntion  which 
gives  to  Oongress  power  over  the  pablio  do- 
mun  and  the  other  common  property  of  the 
United  States,  I  venture  to  lay  down  Uiis 
proposition :  that  Congress  possesses,  under 
that  instrument,  precisely  that  kind  end  extent 
of  power  and  auuiori^  over  and  respecting  the 
;  public  lands,  which  any  individual  or  ordmary 
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corpomdon,  having  the  abKiiiite  ownwihip  of 
tbem,  woald  posMM.  So  fir  M  the  propertr, 
merelj',  in  these  landa,  is  ooDoemed,  the  Unitpd 
States  ma?  be  oonsidered  merely  e«  a  corpora- 
tion, having  the  ordlnur  power  of  a  proprietor 
to  do  with  tbem  ai  it  plesBea  for  the  common 
benefltj  onlj  taking  care,  in  what  it  maj  do, 
not  to  injure  the  propertT  of  any  other  oorpo- 
ration,  or  of  any  lodiTidBal  whatever.  Oon- 
grees  may  dispose  of  tttese  lands ;  and,  to  briiw 
them  into  market  and  enhanoe  their  valoe,  n 
mar  cat  them  np  in  every  direcUon  with  roads 
and  canals.  It  may,  in  my  Jadgment,  do  more ; 
It  mt^  open  a  oommonioatjon  to  them  tbrongh 
any  State  in  tlie  Union,  widt  the  consent  of 
that  State. 

llr.  DunBL  swd:  I  hope  the  Honse  will 
bear  with  me  while  I  mMnit  to  them  a  few 
consideratioDS  in  tavoT  of  the  amendment 
offered  by  tlie  gentlunan  tiam  Pennsylvania, 
(Mr.  BDOKaHAH,)  and  against  the  power  aasert- 
ed  in  the  original  bill  to  erect  toll-gatee  on  the 
Cumberland  road.  I  object  to  the  exercise  of 
this  power  on  two  gronnds :  first,  beoanse 
it  is  nnoonstitntionaf:  secondly,  because,  if 
oonstltDtionH],  it  is  not  expedient.  Before  I 
proceed  to  eiamiae  these  propoBitione,  I  will 
take  occasion  to  say  that  I  a^ire  the  Inven- 
tive genins  of  smne  gentlemen,  and  of  none 
more  than  my  oolloagne,  (Hr.  Bcoknxb,)  who 
derives  the  power  to  contract  roads  and  ca- 
nalft,  and  erect  toU-gatee,  from  every  nook  and 
comer  of  the  oonstitntion.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  power  to  establish  poet  offioes  and  poet 
roads  is  expressly  ddeeMed  to  Oongreaa ;  but 
the  power  to  erect  toU-gatee,  and  make  the 
people  pav  a  tax  for  travelling  over  the  post 
roads  of  the  United  States,  to  Uie  entire  esola- 
uon  of  the  jnrisdiotioa  of  the  Statea  over  those 
roads,  is  cert^nly  a  very  difibrent  quesljon. 
Have  Oongrees  the  right  to  ereot  toll-gates  on 
any  or  all  of  thrir  post  roads,  and,  by  means  of 
toU.  pay  salaries  to  snperintendeuta  and  toll- 
gatnerers,  and  keep  the  roads  in  repiur,  to  the 
eiolasion  of  all  State  authority  f  is  the  point 
on  which  hang  "all  the  law  and  the  proph- 
ets." 

.  The  several  States  of  this  Union  first  entered 
into  articles  of  confederation  and  perpetual 
union,  whioh,  after  fair  experiment,  proved  to 
be  inadequate  to  the  porposes  for  wUch  they 
were  iotraded.  For  the  purpoee  of  aeonring  a 
more  effident  Govenunent,  onr  present  oonsti- 
ttition  waa  formed  and  adopted.  With  oarefbl 
jealonsy,  the  people,  both  In  the  artides  of 
-confederation  and  in  the  oonstitntion,  guarded 
the  rights  and  sovereignty  of  the  Statee  from 
any  unnecessary  innovstirais.  In  the  former 
instrament,  the  second  article  read  as  follows : 
"  Each  State  retains  ita  sovereignty,  freedom, 
and  independence,  and  every  power,  jurisdic- 
tion, and  right,  which  is  not  by  this  confedera- 
tion expressly  delegated  to  the  United  States  in 
Oongreaa  assembled." 

The  Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  as 
origiDally  adopted,  oontuned  this  feature  of 


the  artieles  of  perpetual  union  and  oonfeden- 
tion ;  but  so  carefnl  were  the  people  to  gtutd 
and  protect  their  State  Oovemmenia,  that  they 
made  an  explanatory  amendment,  which  tiiej 
thonght  could  leave  nothing  to  doubt  or  tat- 
stniotion.  That  amendment^  wbidi  now  fomn 
a  part  of  the  constitatJon,  is  in  the  ftdlowisg 
words :  "  The  powers  not  ddegated  to  Uw 
United  Statee  by  the  oonstitalicm,  nor  prohib- 
ited by  it  to  the  States,  are  reeerved  to  lb* 
States,  reapeetirely,  or  to  the  people."  tht 
object  of  this  amendment  is  obvious.  It  «u 
to  mark  and  define  the  limits  of  those  powtn 
which  were  to  I>e  eieraised  by  the  Genenl 
Oovemment,  and  specify  what  was  left  lo  tint 
States,  in  a  manner  so  plain  aa  to  prereLt  di>- 
pntes  and  ooUimon.  Thus  the  pstriot*  and 
sages  of  the  revolution,  who  well  knew  thit 
the  safety  of  liberty  in  this  country  would  de- 
pend on  preserving  the  State  QoveranKDK 
took  every  precaution  within  the  cwnpsae  of 
human  vigilance,  to  explain  and  hedge  in  tb« 

Kwera  granted  to  the  General  GovemnKiiL 
lubUess,  they  believed  they  had  accompUibtd 
their  great  oblect,  and  had  so  clearly  preacribed 
the  limits  of  federal  anthority  as  to  cut  (A  the 
possibility  of  dangerous  encroachments  oo  Iha 
rights  and  independence  of  the  Statea  Bat  of 
late  years,  all  their  anticipations  have  b«eo 
falsified  by  a  set  of  political  latitodiasiiin^ 
who  have  the  art  to  deduce  the  most  tremai- 
doua  powers  as  incidental  to  the  most  trifling 
grants,  and  are  driving  their  theories  tfia 
their  practioe  to  the  destraction  of  those  State 
powers  and  institutions  which  it  was  the  chirf 


central  Government,  they  itriTS  U 

■endor  by  robbing  ti    "— -  -* 

powers,  and  redudi 

OS.    This  doctritw  _ 

in  this  House  and  out  of  it 


increase  its  splendor  by  robbing  the  StaMof 
their  reaervea  powers,  and  redndog  thm  le 
pet^  oorporatioDS.    This  doctritw  baa  o 


neat  progress^  in  this  House  and  out  v<^ 
OoDsolIdation,  so  much  dreaded  by  I^*''*^ 
Henry,  and  other  diatingaished  stattemen  n 
fonner  days,  has  lost  all  its  terrors,  and,  if  1 
am  to  Jndge  by  the  ai^nments  <tf  genllemeiv 
has  become  a  desirable  object. 

No  man  can  read  the  constitution  vithoitt 
being  aatisfied,  that  it  was  the  intecliaii  of 
those  who  fruned  and  adopted  it,  oleiHy  lo 
designate  every  power  which  Uiia  GovenuM'* 
should  poasess,  Inddental  powera  are  the  iw- 
oessary  parts  of  a  ^sneral  grant.  When  * 
power  is  claimed  as  incidental,  we  I'*'^/?'^ 
to  examine  whether  it  is  neoesesrily  iDda4w 
in  the  general  grant ;  if  not,  the  power  »  w* 
incidental,  and  therefore  not  delegatid. 

The  State  ooDstitntions  are  predicated  wi» 
different  principle.  They  are  not  ddegstwM 
of  power,  bat  limitotiona.  If  a  P*?P'*j', 
have  no  oonatitotion  choose  a  legisIiBTe  pw?' 
their  power,  like  the  British  ParliamwA  "  ""^ 
limited.  The  people  of  OUT  Stales  have  dwniM 
it  necessary  to  limit  the  powers  of  th«r  l*?* 
lative  bodiee  by  written  constitutions.  SMpi 
on  those  poiDta  in  which  tiie  State  Legiitan|« 
are  reetrioted  by  the  State  oMutitiUioa>,  or  "'^ 
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OcHiatitation  fA  tlia  United  BUtea,  thej  iffo  p&- 
Utieall7  omnipotent. 
That  the  BUle  QoTemments  have  th«  right  to 
t  roads  throt^^  ■dj'  portioD  of  th^ 


rMtndned  _,  ,  ___ 

no  room  to  donbt.  The  Oonatttation  ot  the 
United  Stataa  nrither  granta  the  oeoeral  roed- 
w..n»jj  power  to  Oongreoa,  nor  doea  it  forbid 
its  ezerdae  by  the  Btatea;  it  is  therefore  re- 
MiT«d  to  the  Statee,  or  to  the  peoide.  The 
power,  however,  to  eatabUah  poet  offloea  and 
post  rottds,  is  exjffesil^  grantecC  Whether  this 
pant  means  onir  that  Oongress  shall  dedgnate 
we  roads  on  whioh  the  mails  shall  travel,  as 
some  ocMitettd,  OT  that  thejr  may  make  those  roada, 
Is  not  important  to  m^  argument.  I  am  in- 
clined to  the  opinion  tliat  they  msj  make  a 
load  nnder  this  grant,  wherever  it  diall  be  ne- 
'  "  nof  the  mail;  bnt 


Bnt,  certunl^,  the  only  kind  of  road  which 
tke  United  Btatea  can  make,  nnder  this  grant 
id  power,  is  post  roads;  the  power  of  mSdng 
•Terr  other  species  of  road  is  left  to  the  States. 
ToU-^tea  are  not  neoeesary,  nor  is  it  possiUe 
to  coplor  thras  in  making  or  eetaUishiDg  post 
roads.  The  power  to  erect  Uiem  is  not,  there- 
lorfL  inddental  to  ttie  power  to  establiah  post 
neda.  Those  roads  can  be  repaired,  hj  the 
same  means  emploTed  to  establiib  or  make 
titem.  Indeed,  Uie  power  t«  repair  roads  Is 
itsdf  inddenta]  to  the  power  to  make  or  eetab- 
;  Sx  the  oonstitnliou  does  noi  delsgate 

—  J . y^^  power  to  repi__ 

D  Aat  toll^ates  are 
OT  bo  embayed,  in 
the  making  of  roads,  and  consequently  the 
rig^t  to  erect  them  is  not  incident  to  that 
power.  IF  it  be  incident  to  the  power  to  re- 
pair poet  roads,  it  is  not  an  incident  of  the  gen- 
eral grant,  but  the  inddent.  of  an  inci^nL 
The  reascming  by  whieh  it  is  dednoed  from  the 
original  grant,  is  something  like  this :  Congress 
has  a  right  to  eetsblisb  post  roads,  theicfore 
Oongresa  has  a  right  to  repi^  post  roads^  there- 
fore Ocmgress  has  a  right  to  erect  ttdl-gates  on 
post  roads.  Thas,  a  power  which  cannot  pos- 
ntdf  be  cmidored  m  effecting  the  origmal 
grant,  is  dednoed  as  iniudental  to  that  grant  by 
a  wooeasttf  reasosiul 

Bow,  I  «»ln*jt"  that  yon  most  employ  the 
SSDM  neans  to  repair  post  roads  oa  may  be  em- 
^oyed  to  eetablish  thus,  and  no  others.  When 
a  power  is  granted,  the  means  to  make  it 
effeotoal  are  granted  also.  The  oonititntion 
grants  the  power  to  make  or  establish  post 
road&  What  are  the  means  t  Not  toll-gate^ 
bnt  the  q>propriation  of  n»Hiey  and  tlte  en- 
mt  of  heads.    Theee  are  the  only  ind- 


doymenl 
oentnlpc 


ntnl  powers  by  whieh  post  roads  can  be  made 
eataoBshed.  After  the  road  b  estaUished, 
and  the  object  of  the  grant  completed,  is  it  not 
abmrd  to  nj  that  the  inddental  power  of 
kaqnng  it  la  repair  haa  also  its  Inddent^  which 


Ushed,  or  mada  snfflcient  to  keep  it  in  repairt 
Oan  it  not  be  done  by  appropriataons,  ana  tlte 
employment   irf   sutaUe   hands  1     No 


doubts  it.  Tbe  poww  of  erecting  toll-gates  is 
not,  therefora,  incident  to  the  power  to  eetab- 
lish or  nuke  post  roads,  nor  oan  it  posdbly  be- 
long to  it.  I  view  it  as  an  assumption  of 
power  by  this  Government,  wholly  unwarrant- 
ed by  the  constitution. 


ToBSDAT,  February  IOl 
Ornnberland  Boad. 

Tho  House  then  ag«n  went  into  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole  on  tbe  state  of  the  Union,  and 
faxA  up  tbe  bill  for  the  preservation  and  repair 
of  the  Onmberland  road. 

Mr.BaLi.roeeandsaid:  Upon  all  the  questions 
presented  by  the  bill,  I  fear  candor  would  re- 
quire me  to  admit  that  those  who  support  it 
ooonpy  the  "  vantage  ground  "  of  public  senti- 
mcuL  By  this  aomission,  I  mean  to  say  no 
more  than  that,  by  an  extraordinary  combina- 
tion of  droumstaaoee  and  interests,  to  wMdk 
we  have  all  been  witnesses,  within  the  last  four 
or  Ave  years,  a  majority  of  the  people  in  a 
nu^ority  of  the  States  d  this  Union  Iiaa  been 
prepared  to  sanotJon  any  measure  in  relation  to 
what  is  called  a  "national  system  of  Internal 
Improvement,"  which  tbe  leading  advocates  of 
in  this  House,  may  enooee  to  urge 
~  -"—m^  does  thdr  position,  m 
.  .  tern  sostaiDing  them  uptm. 
this  floor,  that  he  who  shall  venture  in  the 
discussion  of  any  of  the  many  interoal  improve- 
ment bills  which  come  before  the  House,  to 
question  the  outhoritf  of  Congress  to  act  upon 
such  subjects,  is  but  too  apt  to  be  discoursged 
by  such  symptoms  ot  discontent  as  I  know,  from 
the  usual  oourtesT  of  the  Hoose,  oan  only  spring 
from  something  like  a  beHef  that  this  questjoif 
has  been  settlw  by  the  praotioe  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  fttrther  opposition  must  be  the 
resnlt  only  of  a  spirit  of  obstinaoy. 

Now,  I  have  Jnst  had  experieoee  enough  of 
the  influences  and  principles  which  govent  the 
proceedings  of  Ckagress,  to  know,  that  no 
system  of  policy  of  great  and  general  interest 
can  be  eitner  ftitrodnoed  here,  or  suoeessftdly 
opposed,  until  public  sentiment  shall  have  been 
in  some  degree  prepared  for  its  adoption  or 
abandonment.  It  is  with  this  knowleibe,  and 
a  deep  conviction  of  the  ma^itode  of  the  con- 
siderations involved  in  the  biU  before  the  com- 
mittee, that  I  am  induced  to  say  any  thing  upon 
the  present  oceasion.  I  brieve  that  the  time 
will  not  be  lost,  Mther  to  the  o(»unuttee  or  to 
the  country,  which,  being  devoted  to  tbe  fur- 
ther discussion  of  this  eabjeet,  may  be  tbe 
mesns,dtherof  reviving  the  reoolleetiou  of  some 
of  the  prominent  objections  heretofore  nrgsd 
•gainst  measures  of  this  kind,  or  of  bringiiig  ta 
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Ught  anj  new  arguments,  whioh,  ander  tbt 
prsctiM  of  th«  OovemroeDt  in  relfttaon  to  this 
Bnt^eela  ezp«ieiice  maj  hav«  reoently  d&- 
T«loped. 

AlthoiiKh  I  shall  give  no  pledge  as  to  the 
time  I  shall  ooonp;  in  the  diMnadoo  «f  what  I 
conrider  the  qnestioii  of  chief  interest  raised  bj 
the  bill,  ;et,  upon  the  mere  constitutional  qnes- 
tioii, I  promise  to  be  briel  The  ability  with 
which  that  part  of  the  rabjeot  has  been  handled 
hj  those  gentlemen  who  have  preceded  me, 
would  deter  me  from  going  ftiUj  into  it,  if  no 
other  conraderotion  restrained  me,  Bnt  I  have 
not  BO  mnch  confidence  in  the  efficacj  of  mere 
oonstitutional  argnments  as  some  gentlemen,  as 
I  mav  take  oconaion  to  explain  more  foil;  be- 
fore I  sit  down;  at  all  events,  whatever  might 
bare  been  their  effect  at  an  anterior  date,  in 
tike  hifltorj  of  the  assumption  of  implied  powers 
by  this  Government,  I  fear  they  must  oe  on- 
avuling  in  this  crisis  of  the  policy  of  the  oonn- 
try,  in  relation  to  a  great  and  important  Interest 
invcdviog  in  its  issnee  perhqw  the  destiny  (J  the 
repDblio.  The  mere  uanoe  which  I  ihall  give 
at  that  part  of  the  sobject  will  be  more  oat  of 
respect  to  the  opinions  of  those  who  seem  to 
think  the  constdtntional  qaestion  the  only  one 
presented  by  the  bill,  than  because  I  thii^  the 
discussion  of  it,  at  this  time,  of  mnoh  impor- 
ttooe.  In  making  this  declaration,  however, 
I  would  not  he  understood  as  placing  a  light 
Tolne  npon  a  strict  adherence  to  the  oonstitn- 
tion  in  the  measures  of  Oongreas,  A  disreMrd 
ot  the  spirit  of  that  instnunent,  manifestM  in 
the  prooeedioss  of  Oongress,  upon  snt^eots 
however  trivial  and  nnimportant  they  m^  be, 
is  to  be  regretted.    In  sndi  oases,  howeTer,  the 


evil  operates  by  example  onW ;  bnt  it  is  a  mat- 
ter of  far  difibrent  imixni,  when  by  impUcation 
and  eonatraotion,  snob  a  range  of  aoUtn  Is  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  the  Federal  LegislatiirB 
OS  can  only  be  done  by  spoming  the  idea  that 
there  ever  were  any  fixed  limits  to  its  anthorit; ; 
or,  if  admitted  to  exist,  by  tioldly  trampling 
them  under  foot,  as  tbingD  colcolated  only  to 
become  stnmbling-blocks  to  the  weak  and  foati- 
dions.  I^  by  one  mode  of  oonstming  the  oon- 
atitntdon,  wtut  is  called  an  incidental  poww 
may,  in  its  exercise,  become  greats  thu  the 
■nbstantiTe  one  from  which  it  is  derived;  if  a 

Siwer  which  those  who  formed  theoMistitnticai 
d  not  suppose  they  were  conferring  upon  Oon- 
gress, or  rather  one  which  we  find,  ttota  the 
journal  of  Uieir  prooeedings,  was  expressly 
negatived,  may,  by  oonstraction,  become  a 
BOnrce  of  the  principal  business  of  Oongress ;  i^ 
I  repeat,  a  power  which,  at  most,  could  cody 
have  been  regarded  as  lost  and  least  of  the  pur- 
poses for  which  the  constJtntitHi  was  formed, 
may  become  first  and  chief  in  the  operatioos  of 
the  Government  organized  nnder  it,  reflecdng 
men  may  very  well  b^^  to  consider  whether 
the  idea  of  a  written  charter  of  liberty  is  not 
oil  a  delusion,  and  whether  public  senUment, 
OS  it  may  be  changed  and  modified  from  time 
to  time,  acoordin^y  as  this  or  that  poUtioal 


faith  or  party  may  predominate,  is  not  the  tmly 
barrier,  at  last,  which  the  natnre  of  man  icd 
of  human  society  admits  ot,  agunst  the  en- 
croachments of  power  and  ambitioa. 

Before  I  proceed  to  the  brief  notice  which  I 
intend  to  take  of  the  oonstitntionBl  qoertion, 
permit  me  to  advert,  for  a  moment,  to  whu  I 
consider  a  sort  of  anomaly  in  ^a  preteoncni 
of  the  leading  advocates  of  this  syst^  of  Inter- 
nal improvemenL  One  cannot  bnt  infbr,  from 
the  tenor  of  their  argQment«  in  support  of  tfae 
policy  of  assuming  the  power  to  eonslTuet 
roads  and  canals,  that  they  think  themMlves 
entitled  to  stand  in  the  first  rank  of  tbow 
who,  in  their  political  coiom,  have  most  re- 
gard fbr  the  DDion  of  these  States.  Ncnr, 
without  disputing  the  honesty  of  their  inteii- 
tioDs,  I  say  they  are  the  last  men  in  this  eonDtr; 
who  have  any  just  clum  to  snoh  preoedeuoe. 
They  say  they  are  employing  all  their  akiU  ind 
ability  in  forging  new  ties  of  nnion,  and  chains 


to  tie  up  their  hands  in  the  good  work  by 
gleaidng  fttters  ttom  tfae  oonstitnticHL  1  etj, 
they  are  doing  their  ntmoet  to  destm?  tbe 
existing  oords,  which  bind  the  Btates;  andal- 
thongb  they  may  mooeed  for  a  season,  by  meana 
of  that  fertility  of  resource  in  argument,  sad  a 
pleawng  elocntion,  which  I  admit  some  of  thMn 
possess  in  a  high  degree,  in  persnodiug  tbe 
oonntry  that  their  sohemee  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment entitled  them  to  be  proclaimed  tbe  rer; 
champions  of  nnion ;  yet,  it  they  dull  MMceed 
in  bringing  th^  dIhib  into  more  general  fiiver 
titum  th^liave  obeady  done,  those  who  com* 
after  us  may  have  cause  to  regret  tbe  essteOM 
of  gifts  which  had  so  mnoh  power  to  win ;  or, 
to  speak  more  jnstly.  that  a  scheme  of  FedMsl 
policy  was  ever  devised  by  gentlemen,  etOiog 
thoiiMlTee  Mends  of  tmion,  which  oontuned  in 
itself  a  principle  of  persnasion  more  eloquent 
than  the  ttrngnes  of  men,  in  making  ecnverta 
to  its  expediency.  Some  fhtnre  traveller,  oon- 
templating  among  tiie  broken  oolnnuu  of  tbta 
oapitot,  the  ruins  of  a  great  confederated  repB^ 
lie,  in  tradng  the  canses  of  its  downMI  taij 
M^  to  th^r  proper  eUui  the  statesmen  of  tJiis 
day ;  and  a  disunited  people,  in  broo^ng  orer 
tbe  story  of  their  mufbrtanea,  m«y  have  W 
determine  whether  those  who  were  m^  '^  Pv 
their  wild  and  extravagant  schemes  beyond  the 
verge  of  the  constitntion,  and  the  l<»g«  *' 
dnrance  of  those  whose  means  were  eibsa'tM 
in  mpport  of  them,  were  tfae  resl  fliesoa  ol 
union  or  not  Sir,  if  I  believed  thU  i*«ni« 
would  be  realized,  I  oonld  not  stand  op  in  my 
place ;  yet  who  doea  not  see  that  it  nv!  ^  *"< 
if  sncoesa  shall  still  attend  every  effort  st  a  ne* 
assumption  of  Federal  power,  and  every  ne* 
project  of  the  m^ority  to  enrich  themselves  h 
the  erpense  of  the  minority  I  What  are  ia» 
of  the  most  striking  ciroumstances  under  wUen 
this  grand  system  of  Internal  ImwoveiMn'  » 
attempted  to  be  executed  t  In  a  third,  or  me" 
than  a  thu^  of  the  Statea,  it  may  be  oouvHTM 

the  settled   doctrine,  that   OongrsH  m  »• 
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power  to  kct  npon  this  gabjeot.  A  third  of  the 
whole  popnlotioa  of  these  United  States  believe 
they  are  to  be  the  Tictima  of  this  polioy ;  yet 
gentl^nen  who  idTooate  this  eyatem  npon  uiia 
Boor,  AnDEQ  d&y  to  day,  and  from  year  to  year, 
snd  who  openly  acknowledge  that  they  hare  to 
contend  againat  nearly  equal  narabera  for 
eTeT7  inch  of  gronnd  they  oocapy,  do  not 
•hrink  firom  the  abenrdity  of  urging  the  lore 
c4  ODioo  in  aopport  of  their  projects  I  Does  it 
I  qnestionB  of  this  sort,  whether  the 
_  are  miitaken  or  not,  in  their  opinitma 
of  the  proper  oonstniotion  of  the  oonstltntJon? 
Or  whether  Uie  ^iprehenaiona  of  those  who 
believe  that  min  to  their  interest  ts  to  be  the 
remit  of  the  present  polioy  of  the  majority,  are 
mere  delnsions  or  not!  Do  not  prudence 
and  patriotism  call  as  londly  as  ever  on  the 
tnsjority,  by  every  oonsideration  of  order,  and 
perh^M  of  Uberty  and  nnion,  t«  forbear !  Jns- 
Cice,  moderation,  and  forbearance,  In  the  ma- 
jori^,  towards  the  minority,  are  the  best  pre- 
MrratiTes  of  anion,  said  an  able  man,  at  the 
last  SMsion  of  Oongress,  in  relation  to  this 
question;  and  it  then  seemed  tome  to  be  a 
sentiment  so  foil  of  wisdom  and  patriotic  feel- 
ing, that  it  deserved  to  be  written  on  the  frieze 
of  ^e  oolomna  which  aorround  this  hall,  that 
it  might  be  ever  nresent  to  the  minds  of  those 
who  at  here  to  oeliberate  and  determine  npon 
the  tne  poUcy  of  the  Qovemment,  in  relation 
to  every  great  interest. 

Let  na  aow  take  a  lurief  view  of  the  gronnds 
upon  which  it  is  attempted  to  anaU^n  the  an- 
thoritr  of  CongresB  to  enact  the  main  provisions 
of  the  bin  before  the  oommittee.  The  power 
to  erect  tornpike  gates,  and  the  right  to  exact 
tolls  npon  the  road  in  qnestion,  is  derived  from 
the  power  which  it  is  said  Googress  had  to  con- 
struct the  road  in  the  first  instance ;  and  the 
fmma-  power  is  admitted,  by  the  advocates  of 
the  bill,  to  he  dependent  npon  the  latter,  Thia 
ii  the  troe  state  of  the  qoeatlon,  as  regards  that 
part  of  the  road  which  ia  located  in  Ohio. 
Borne  of  the  gentlemen  on  the  other  aide  con- 
tend that  the  question  is  modified,  in  regard  to 
the  old  Oomberland  road,  by  the  cessions  which 
have  been  made  by  the  States  through  which 
it  passes,  to  Oongress,  and  that,  as  to  thia  part 
of  the  road,  no  constitntional  impediment 
exists^  thongh  theire  might  be  some  doabt  as  to 
the  power  of  Oongress  to  extend  the  provisions 
of  the  bill  to  the  part  of  the  road  which  Ilea  in 
Ohio.  The  compact  with  the  Statea  north  of 
tbt  Ohio,  has,  as  I  think,  been  jndioioasly 
thrown  oat  of  the  qnestjoo,  as  having  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  nnless  the  power  to  construct 
this  road  can  be  shown  to  have  existed  inde- 
peDC^tly  of  that  compact. 

1^  modified  qnestjon  which  has  been  pre- 
Mfflted  in  the  argoment,  I  think  will  be  fonnd, 
1^  a  short  examination  of  it,  to  result  in  the 
muni  qnestioii,  as  I  have  stated  it  Some 
BKiilatire  inqnlren  havesaid,  that  all  human 
ttttwMgv  mEgbt  be  rednoed  to  a  few  general 


riencti  of  each  day  ia  teaching  ns  the  fallacy  of 
this  theory,  and  Uie  danger  of  relying  too  much 
npon  general  principles  in  the  management  of 
any  of  the  afi'airs  of  life,  yet  all  will  i^mit  that 
the  process  of  generalizkng  in  reasoning,  or  of 
tracing  things  up  to  first  principles,  is,  m  aome 
oases,  the  o^y  t«st  of  troth.  Those  who  place 
any  relianoe  npon  the  cessions  which  have  been 
made  by  the  States,  do  so,  only  because,  with- 
ODt  such  oeedons,  they  doubt  the  power  of 
Oongrees  to  h^isute  in  any  way  oonoemii^ 
tiie  oonstmction  or  preservation  of  the  road. 
Sow,  are  gentlemen,  who  take  this  ground. 
aware  of  the  principle  they  assume,  and  would 
establish  I  If  they  can  show  thai  they  have 
token  a  oorreot  view  of  the  aubfect,  what  is  it  t 
It  is,  tiiat  the  powers  of  Congress,  and  the  sub- 
ject-matters upon  which  they  are  authorized 
to  le^slate  by  the  oonstitntion,  may  be  added 
to,  and  enlarged,  at  the  option  of  one  or  more 
of  the  States.  If  this  be  a  correct  principle,  it 
ia  a  discovery  of  the  ntmost  importance;  for 
it  must  inevitably  lead  to  a  removaJ  of  all  oonsti- 
'tntional  restrictions  upon  the  prooeedings  of 
Congress.  But,  sir,  has  this  principle  been 
assnmed  as  a  dogma  or  tenet  by  any  political 
party,  which  does,  or  ever  has  existed  in  this 
conntiy  t  If  it  haa,  I  am  ignorant  of  the  fact. 
Will  the  gentlemen  who  advocate  the  bill  con- 
tend for  such  a  principle )  I  know  they  sup- 
port doctrines  which  must  lead  to  the  same  re- 
snlta,  but  they  have  never  had  the  boldneea  to 
come  out  openly,  and  in  the  face  of  the  country 
to  contend  that  any  of  the  States  can  oonfbr 
new  powers  npon  Congress,  g^reate  new  eub- 
Jecto  of  Federal  legislation,  ffany  other  wmr 
than  that  pointed  out  by  the  constitution  itseUl 
The  consent,  then,  of  the  BttUes  through  which 
a  part  of  this  road  passes,  impliad  in  the  oea- 
uons  which  have  been  made  tty  them,  has  no 
more  to  do  with  the  suMeot  than  Hie  oompoet 
with  the  States  north  of  tne  Ohio. 

When  it  is  argned  that  Congress  m^  ri^t- 
fully  preserve  a  road  which  it  had  the  power 
to  oonstmct  in  the  first  instanoe,  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  the  advantage  of  the  argument  is 
with  the'  gentlemen  on  the  other  Nde.  If  yon 
grant  the  power  to  make  the  road,  I  can  see  no 
constitutional  impediment  to  the  erection  of 
toll-gates,  that  bemg  the  usual  mode  of  assess- 
ment npon  the  public  for  keeping  roads  and 
bridges  in  repair.  It  would  then  be  a  mere 
question  of  expediency,  abont  which  T  feel  bat 
httle  interest.  I  am  willing  the  people  of  thia 
oonntry  should  know  the  full  extent  to  which 
Congress  may  go  in  the  exercise  of  the  power 
to  make  roada  and  canals.  Bnt,  sir,  the  error 
in  the  amiment  of  the  g^tlemen  who  sup- 
port this  bill  ia,  in  taking  it  for  granted  that 
this  power  t«  oonstmct  roads  is  vested  by  the 
oonstitntion  in  Congresa.  I  know  that  it  haa 
been  said  *.hat  this  point  has  been  settled  by  the 
repeated  decisions  of  thia  House.  While  I  am 
vuUng  to  admit  tiie  foroe  of  precedent  in  legi»> 
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latdng  under  the  ooostltatioii,  u  well  u 
Judicial  determiiiadoiiB,  and  am.  satisfied  that 
no  political  compact  can  be  denned  b;  the  wis- 
dom of  man,  upon  which  all  men  would  concor 
in  their  opinioos  of  the  eitent  and  proper  con- 
■tmotionB  of  its  proviaionB,  ^et  no  precedent, 
InTolving  a  great  and  vital  principle,  either  in 
the  Federal  Legislature,  or  in  the  ccnrteof  law, 
has  ever  been,  nor  should  it  be,  oonsiderod  as 
settling  sQch  a  prinoiple,  ontil  it  shall  have  been 
sanctioned  bj  long  and  general  acquiescence. 
It  ia  because  this  power  in  Oongrew  to  con- 
■tiaiot  roads  and  oanala  has  never  been  so  aano- 
lioned,  tliat  I  consider  the  qnestion  open  for 
brther  ^scossion.  In  availing  m;self  of  this 
state  of  the  question,  in  a  limited  degree,  I  will 
advert  for  a  moment  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  exercise  of  this  power  will  operate,  as  it 
may  affect  the  rights  of  the  citizenB,  and  as  it 
ma;  conflict  with  the  State  authorities.  It  is 
by  selecting  plain  and  practical  examples,  b; 
wa;  ofJUnBtrSiUon,  that  we  can  best  nnderstand 
the  fuB  operation  of  any  principle  or  power. 
In  the  first  place,  if  you  have  the  power  to  con- 
stroct  those  roads,  voa  have  the  right  to  take. 
from  the  citizen  the  nsnfrnctuvy  interest  in 
the  soil,  without  his  consent.  It  would  be  a 
trespass  in  him  to  rerist  thMe  charged  with 
the  actual  construction  of  one  of  these  roads 
or  canals,  inanattempttothrow  open  his  fields, 
or  to  puu  down  his  farm-houses,  which  may  be 
in  its  course.  The  State  antiaoritiea  cannot  pro- 
tect him ;  and  &tj,  in  their  turn,  in  the  exer- 
oise  of  powers  which  are  not  denied  to  them, 
may  cut  up  his  freehold  in  another  direction, 
and  the  FederA  anthoritd^  in  that  case,  cannot 
int«rfere  in  bis  behslf.  Thus  the  property  of 
the  citizen  is  at  the  mercy  of  two  sovereignties, 
and  all  the  consolation  he  can  take  to  himself 
is,  that  be  can  demand  a  recompense  for  the 
loss  of  tlie  use  of  his  property,  in  the  adjust- 
ment of  die  amount  of  which  he  has  nothins  to 
do.  Now,  do  the  people  of  this  oonntry  under- 
stand that  their  prop^y  may  be  taken  by  two 
GovemmentH,  in  this  respect  altogether  distinct 
and  separate,  for  the  same  public  use — the  use 
and  pnrpose  beins  one — tSst  of  keejiing  np 
public  highways;  tne  invading  authorities  being 
two,  and  at  the  some  time  acting  independently 
at  each  other  t  So  much  for  l£e  effect  of  the 
exercise  of  this  power  by  Oongrees  npou  the 
rights  of  the  dticen.  Let  us  see,  in  the  state- 
ment of  a  plain  example,  bow  the  jorisdiotion 
and  authority  of  tlie  States  may  be  interfered 
with.  In  the  State  which  I  have  the  honor  to 
represent  in  part,  and  I  refer  to  that  State 
merely  because  I  am  better  acquainted  with 
her  municipal  regulations  than  with  those  of 
any  other,  the  public  interest  hsa  been  found 
to  he  best  oonsmted  by  oommitting  to  a  court, 
to  each  ooon^,  oompmed  of  the  justices  of  the 
peace  in  each,  the  power  not  only  of  ordering 
the  opening  of  any  new  road,  but  to  alter  or 
discontinue  altogether  any  old  rood,  i^  in  their 
opinion,  the  pnnUo  interest  required  snob  an 


I  exerdse  of  their  power.  If  the  properly  <^  idj 
'  citizen  la,  in  any  case,  supposed  to  be  iiijnre^ 
by  opening  a  road  over  it,  aformof  aaseemKn^ 
by  his  neighbors,  of  the  domaoe  he  m^  bate 
'  sustained,  is  prescribed  br  law,  which,  in 
general,  secures  him  a  uiir  remuneratioD. 
Under  the  operation  of  this  policy  in  relstioii 
to  roads,  in  that  State,  the  joint  interest  tod 
convenience  of  the  population  of  all  the  coim- 
tJes  in  the  State  have  Ijeen  promoted  by  roads 
leading  from  one  county  to  another,  and  tlie 
interest  and  wishes  of  the  citixens  of  sdjoimtig 
States  have  always  been  attended  to,  in  keerang 
np  roads  leading  to  and  from  each  other.  Tin 
citizens  of  that  Stale  have  not  heretofore  rap- 
posed  that  any  power,  except  their  own  Legu- 
lature,  conld  compel  them  to  contribute  to  the 
public  welbre,  in  the  opening  of  roads  throng 
thur  fhrms ;  nor  have  they  supposed  that  tbey 
could  be  miade  liable  to  pay  any  other  fees  or 
tolls  for  the  use  of  any  road  in  that  State,  thin 
such  as  might  be  ordained  by  their  own  Sttte 
Legialatnre.  It  has  never  ent^«d  into  the  heada 
of  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  legisU- 
tion  of  that  State  that  the  entire  policy  in  reli- 
tion  to  pubtio  roads  might  be  defeated  scd 
annulled  by  any  other  authority  whatevw. 
The  same  view,  I  presume,  in  substance^  mi^ 
be  presented,  in  relation  to  the  rood  polios  (^ 
every  other  State  of  the  Union.  From  wbit 
1  have  said,  it  will  readily  oocnr  to  every  one 
that  serious  colliuons  might  arise  between  tJie 
Federal  and  State  anthorilieB,  if  this  power  ia 
assumed  by  Congress.  It  will  also  be  pereeiTtd 
that  an  attempt  to  convert  Congress  into  a  gen- 
eral turnpike  and  canai  company  for  all  tha 
States,  with  the  privilege  to  take  the  property 
of  the  dtizen  and  to  levy  tolls  at  its  dlscretiin, 
wonld  not  be  likely  to  meet  with  a  bvonbla 
reception  in  any  of  the  Btat«s,  upon  a  first  in- 
troduction. I  will  presently  show  that  ths 
projected  system  of  Internal  ImprovenMnta 
possesses  an  inherent  quality,  which  causes  it  to 
M  regarded  with  less  olann,  upon  a  near  If- 
proaon ;  and  how,  by  holding  out  the  lore  d 
unmediate  and  tangible  interest,  it  is  envied  to 
triumph  over  the  mfluencea  of  the  lasting  acid 
more  important  benefits  to  be  expected  from 
an  adherence  to  principle. 

But  I  am  unwiUinp  to  leave  this  part  of  llw 
sul^eot  without  noticing  the  general  doctnne 
which  I  have  heard  advanced  in  support  of  the 
power  of  the  Federal  Government  to  apply,  ^ 
public  use  so  much  trf  the  property  of  the  at- 
zen  as  may  be  reqmred  in  the  execution  of  tbu 
sTstem  of  Internal  Improvement.  It  ii  Mid 
this  may  be  i<me  nnder  what  is  technically  ciUed 
the  "  right  of  eminent  domun,"  or  the  right 
which  every  form  of  political  society  poasjasw, 
in  its  corporate  capacity,  to  the  use  of  all  the 
property  of  all  the  individuals  entitled  to  pro- 
tection under  it^for  the  support  and  protection 
of  the  whole.  The  correctness  of  the  poritwn, 
as  a  general  doctrine,  I  do  not  deny;  bntloon- 
tvafiii  has  no  ^ipUcation  to  the  present  <pt»- 
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tHm.  When  tbe  people,  or  the  Btatea,  (tad  it 
is  hnmaterial  to  my  u^ment  whioh  of  them,) 
formed  and  became  bound  bj  the  present  ooa- 
(titnti<Hi,  Qiej  acted  nnder  i.  seiuie  of  the  ne- 
oessaij  esiBtance  of  HDch  a  ri^t  as  ia  contend- 
ed for ;  bnt  it  wai  a  great  and  capital  eon- 
nderalion  with  them  to  gatxd  the  exercise  of 
it  aswDst  those  abosee  wfaioh  had  characterized 
■U  Dad  MTemments,  and  which  thej  knew 
wonid  dutingoiah  thU  one,  if  thej  did  not 
carefnllr  define  and  limit  it  in  snoh  a  manner 
that  OcmgreM  should  not  be  allowed  to  take  the 
propMtif  of  a  portion  of  the  eitizen«,  imder  the 
pretext  that  It  was  necessary  to  do  so,  to  pro- 
mote the  proaperitj  or  secure  the  protMtion  of 
the  whole  eommniUtj.  Theoonstitntion  limite 
the  manner  of  exercising  this  right  of  taxation, 
direct  and  indirect,  and  secnrea  the  citizen 


citizen,  taken  in  the  exercise  of  this  right  of 
aninent  domain,  in  this  oonntrj,  or  mdeed  in 
aaj  coontry,  cannot  be  refnnded  in  an7  other 
waj  than  bj  secnring  to  him  that  equal  protec- 
dc»i,  and  the  enjofmenl  of  the  advantages  of 
that  form  of  gorermnent,  which  it  ma;  be  his 
lot  or  his  choice  to  be  mbject  to,  and  for  the 
preservation  of  which  be  is  bound  not  onl;  to 
yield  no  the  whole  of  his  property,  but  his  life 
also.  That  clanse  of  the  oonstitntion,  therefore, 
which  provides  that  private  property  Bball  not 
be  taken  for  public  nse  withoat  Jost  compensa- 
tion, mn^t  refer  to  some  of  those  irregular  in- 
Tuious  of  the  rights  of  the  citizen  inseparable 
ttvta  the  operation  of  the  Government,  and  not 
to  that  appropriation  of  his  properiij  to  pnblic 
Mw,  which  is  expressly  allowed  by  the  oonsti- 
tnUoo,  and  which  is  not  the  snl^eot  of  compen- 
sation in  money.  It  provides  a  compensation 
for  those  violations  of  private  property  which 
are  nire  to  result  from  a  etate  of  war.  Our 
armies,  in  carrying  on  war,  in  our  own  territo- 
ries, are  often  ^ven,  by  necessity,  to  seize 
upon  monitions  of  war,  and  provisions  for  snb- 
RstenctL  in  the  htuids  of  private  citizens,  with- 
ont  their  coosent,  which  can  only  be  jnatified 
by  that  paramount  law  of  self-preservation  at- 
taching to  collective  masses  of  men,  as  well  as 
to  bdividnals,  strengthened  in  this  case  by  the 
confflderation  that,  in  tbo  army,  while  in  aotnal 
service,  all  the  active  energies  of  the  Govern- 
ment are  oonoentrated,  and  they  are  thns 
ehaiged,  for  the  time,  with  the  common  defence 
and  prot«ction  of  the  whole  country.  Oar 
anmee^JtagranUbello,  are  JnstiSednpon  simUar 
principles,  in  violating  the  rights  of  the  citizen 
by  (^>eDuig  roads  throngh  fields  and  private 
forests,  in  parsoit  of  or  ui  retreating  from  an 
enemy,  and  these  are  the  onl^  roads  which  can 
be  properly  denominated  military  roads — roads 
growing  ont  of  the  necesnties  of  war  and  made 
by  the  BoldiMT. 

Bnt  it  is  said  that  Oongreas  bmng  vested  with 
the  war-making  power,  and  charged  with  the 
1  defence,  yon  woold  strip  the  coontry 


of  one  of  the  most  effident  means  of  defence  If 
yon  deny  to  the  Federal  Oovenmient  this 
power  to  make  roads  and  canals.  A  time  of 
peace  Is  said  to  be  the  proper  time  to  prepare 
for  war.  Let  as  examine  whether  the  Federal 
convention  did  not  have  this  matter  of  defensive 
preparation  in  view,  when  they  agreed  npon 
the  provisions  of  the  eonstitntion,  and  whetner 
they  did  not  point  ont  and  limit  the  authority 
which  Congress  should  exercise  over  the  terri- 
tory of  the  States,  to  secure  that  object  Forta, 
magazines,  dockyards,  and  other  bnildings,  it 
was  foreseen,  would  be  essential  reqaisites  in  the 
execution  of  the  duty  of  making  war,  and  of 
providing  for  the  common  defence ;  and  it  was 
perceived  that  something  more  than  the  mere 
transitory  right  of  oocnpying  the  territory  of 
the  States  with  our  armies,  in  time  of  war, 
might  be  necessary  to  be  vested  in  Ooogrees 
over  such  places  as  should  be  selected  for  the 
purposes  of  permanent  fortifications  and  supply; 
and,  therefore,  the  power  was  piven  to  Con- 
gress to  exercise  exclnsive  jurisdiction  over  all 
such  places,  with  the  assent  of  the  States.  If 
Congress  has  not  tbongbt  proper  to  exercise 
SDch  jarisdiction  over  any  of  them,  it  only 
shows  that  more  power  was  given  tiian  was 
necessary  to  secare  the  objecU  Intended.  It 
was  tbonght,  also,  that  the  deliberations  of  the 
Federal  Legislatiire  should  be  fi-ee  from  the  in- 
terrnption  or  inflnence  of  the  Stato  authorities : 
therefore,  it  was  provided  that  CoDgress  should 
have  e  I  elusive  jurisdiction  over  these  ten  miles 
square. 

These  provisions  of  the  constitution  are 
clearly  nugatory  and  inoperative,  if  Congress 
may  assume  any  legislatire  power  over  the 
territory  of  the  States,  for  any  other  purpose. 
The  argnment  is,  that  tlie  country  cannot  be 
pnt  in  a  complete  state  of  defence,  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  jnrisiiiction  over  the  sites  of  forts,  Ac.; 
and  it  is  contended  tliat,  in  the  discharge  of 
that  duty.  Congress  mnst  assume  jurisdiction 
over  as  much  more  of  the  territory  of  the  States 
as  will  be  required  in  tiie  construction  of  snob 
roods  and  canals  as  may  be  thought  necessary 
to  the  common  defence.  Uay  not  gentlemen, 
with  the  same  propriety,  contend  that,  if  Oon- 
gress  shall  bo  of  opinion  that  the  purposes  for 
which  a  power  of  exclusive  Jurisdiction  was 
given  over  these  ten  miles  square,  have  not  been 
secured,  tbe  right  to  add  another  ten  to  them 
maybe  implied  I  The  argnmeot  I  have  ad- 
vanced is  not  impugned  hy  the  exercise  of 
legislative  authority  over  the  public  domun, 
in  the  new  States.  That  power  is  expressly 
given  by  the  constitution ;  besides,  it  is  only  a 


remark  upon  this  point,  and  I  shall  have  done 
with  it.  We  hare  heard  a  great  deal  upon  the 
subject  of  the  value  of  the  roads  and  oanala 
proposed  to  be  constmcted,  in  a  military  point 
of  view.  It  does  seem  to  me  that  a  very  mis- 
taken notion  prevuls  npon  thissntjjeat,    I  have 
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DO  experience  in  militarj  operationR,  bat  I  do 
not  ti«lieT«  that  taij  of  the  great  roada  now 
projected  are  ever  to  be  of  but  material  advan- 
tage to  the  countrj  in  time  of  war;  and  if  onr 
neighbora  were  gomewhat  stronger  than  the^ 
are  doit,  or  are  ever  likelj  to  be,  I  think  it 
coold  be  demonstrated  that  it  wonld  be  alto- 
gether problematical,  and  that  it  would  depend 
on  many  contingencies,  whether  thegreat  roads 

Sroposed  to  be  made  from  the  centre,  in  the 
ireotion  of  the  most  exposed  points  of  our 
frontier,  maj  not  be  more  nsefal  to  onr  enemies 
than  to  onrselvea.  I  know  that  manr  gentle- 
men maj  r^ard  it  u  perfectly  ridiculoos,  and 
even  degrathng  to  onr  national  character,  to 
snppoae  that  an;  foreign  enemy  will  ever  have 
the  impudence  to  attempt  to  penetrate  the  in- 
terior of  onr  conntry ;  1  hope  it  never  may  be 
in  the  power  of  an  enemy  to  rocoeed  in  any 
anch  attempt ;  bat  I  mnst  say  that  this  ia  inans- 
picions  ground  opon  which  to  indulge  any  such 
proad  antJoipatiooa  of  onr  power  and  good  for- 
tnne  in  war. 


TnKresDAT,  Febniary  11. 
OoiMting  qf  Sleetoral  Vote*. 

It  lieing  now  twelve  o'clock,  the  Speaker 
annoonced  the  special  order  of  the  d^,  which 
was  the  opening  and  connting  the  votes  for 
President  and  Vice  President  of  the  United 
Btates:  whereupon, 

Ur.  P.  P.  BiABom  moved  that  the  Clerk  an- 
Donnce  to  Uie  Senate  that  the  House  was  ready, 
on  its  part,  to  proceed  to  that  duty. 

The  motion  being  ameed  to — 

The  Olerk  left  t£a  Hoase,  and  seats  having 
been  prepared  for  the  Senate  in  the  vacant 
space  in  Hont  of  the  Clerk's  table,  they  soon 
aher  entered  the  hall,  with  the  VtoK  PiiaaiDBNT 
at  their  head,  preceded  by  the  Secretory  and 
Sergeant-at- Arms  of  the  Senate. 

When  the  Senators  had  taken  the  seats  as- 
signed them,  and  the  YioB  Pbbbidshi  had 
aeated  himelf  at  the  right  hand  of  the  Speaxzb, 
the  t«llers,  viz :  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Mr. 
TazawCLL,  and,  on  the  part  of  the  House, 
Messrs.  P.  P.  Baabotjb  and  Yak  RaiiasELAKB, 
took  their  places  at  the  Clerk's  table. 

The  Vioa  PaBaiDiMT  then,  having  before  him 
the  packets  received,  one  copy  by  eipresa,  and 
one  through  the  p<Mt  office,  from  the  several 
States,  took  np  tboae  fhim  the  Stal«  of  Maine, 
and,  annonnoing  to  the  Senators  and  Repre- 
sentatives that  t^oae  packets  had  been  certified, 
by  the  Delegation  from  Maine,  to  contain  the 
TOt«s  of  that  State  for  President  and  Vice 
President,  proceeded  to  break  the  seals,  and 
then  handed  over  the  pockets  to  the  tellers, 
who  opened  and  read  them  at  length.  The 
same  process  was  reneated,  until  all .  the 
packets  had  been  opened  and  read ;  when, 

Mr.  Tuxwxu,  retirin.  to  soma  distance 
from  the  Ohair,  read  the  fallowing  report : 


Anaiw  JmsoN,  of  TeiuMKe, 
JoBR  Qourcr  AiiAira,  of  Hinocbuietta, 


Fhr  Viet  PntidaiU. 

JoBK  C.  Calhoch,  of  South  Carolina,  . 

BiCHABD  Bosa,  of  PeODSylTania,      ,  . 

Wm.  Brnrm,  of  Soolh  Cmlini,    .    .  . 


The  result  of  the  election  was  then  agun  read 
by  the  Vioa  Pbbsident,  who,  thereupon,  sud : 

I  therefore  declare  that  Am>iuw  Jaoeboii  is 
duly  elected  President  of  the  TJnitsd  States  for 
fonr  years,  from  the  fourth  d^  of  Uarcdi  neA, 
and  JoBB  C.  Calhovx  is  dnly  elected  Tioe 
President  for  the  same  period. 

The  Senate  then  retired. 

THCBBDaT,  Febmary  12. 


amlning  and  counting  the  votee  for  Frendent 
and  Vice  President  of  the  United  State*,  and  of 
notifying  the  persons  elected  of  their  dection, 
reported  the  following  resolution ; 

Setolptd,  That  a  committee  of  one  member  of  tbt 
Senate  be  aj^inted  by  that  body  to  Join  a  commit 
tee  of  two  membera  of  the  Bonse  of  R^raeula- 
Urea,  to  be  app<^led  by  (bat  Hono^  to  wait  oa 
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AxDBiw  ixaami,  of  TeniMMee,  and  to  notify  hln 
that  he  hu  be«n  duly  elscted  Frtddent  of  tb« 
United  Stale!  for  fbor  jean,  commencfiig  with  the 
4th  of  Mareb  next. 

Ameauoo  vu  Uien  recdTed  from  the  Seiuto, 
ooti^riog  toe  agreement  of  the  Senate  to  the 

neolDtJtm  reoommended  ij  tba  Joint  Oom- 

nuttee. 
Hw  resolution  wu  then  taken  up  h;  the 

HooM,  and  adopted,  and  Hr.  Haioltoit  and 

Hr.  ^u.  were  tppointad  the  Oommittee  on 

the  part  of  the  Honse. 


TloamA.r,  Febriurj  16. 
Oumberland  Soad. 

This  bin  h^ng  again  taken  up — 

Mr.  T.  R.  HmiHUX,  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  then 
to<A  the  floor,  and  aud  that  the  great  length  of 
the  ^Moarion  most  hare  eihaosted  the  patience 
of  the  House,  and  rendered  it  necessarj  that 
he  ihoold  apologiia  for  the  farther  tax  which 
be  WW  abont  to  impoae  npon  it.  He  assured 
the  HoDse  that  he  made  the  attempt  with 


a  nMect  to  frMnentiy  discnsMd,  and  m  pro- 
(bwidlj  examined,  who  has  not  made  np  hia 
mind  t  I  do  not  emeak  fbr  the  sake  of  exhibit 
tioD;  for  talents  ufinltelj  Boperior  to  mine 
could  give  neither  novelty  nor  onuuQSDt  to 
a  theme  eo  Uireadbare.  Bnt  I  speak  at  the  per- 
cmptorj  butance  of  m/  oonBtdtaenta,  who 
oofiijder  the  power  involved  in  the  amendment 
M  QooonilitQtiDnal,  and  fatal  to  their  liberties ; 
and  daim  it  ah  their  privile^  to  protest  and 
remraalratB  against  its  exercise  bj  yon.  In  a 
serkA  of  reeolntioos  sabtoitted  bj  their  Legis- 
ktore  to  tlus  Honse,  at  the  last  seasioa,  and 
Rgg««ted  bj  them,  f  on  are  called  on,  in  the 
rian  and  impassioned  language  of  freemen,  to 
ratnee  joor  stepa;  to  abandon  that  which  jon 
tannot  jnstlj  hold ;  and  to  relieve  their  minda 
troa  thoee  ^oomj  forebodings  to  which  the  aa- 
smnption  of  this  jmwer  natnnllj  gives  rise.  In 
obedieaoe  to  their  will,  I  sh^  therefore,  as 
Meflr  as  povible,  present  their  views. 

What,  sir,  does  this  amendment  propose  t 
Why,  that  this  Qovenunenl  shonld  oede,  upon 
eertun  conditions,  to  the  Btates  of  Virginia, 
Harrlandi,  and  Pennsjlvania,  anr  property 
whi^  it  has  In  Uie  Oomherland  road.  And 
the  important  qnestion  which  here  soggeste 
itadf  is,  whether  this  Government  has  any 
property  in  the  road  ?  for,  if  it  has  not,  the 
amendment  will,  of  oonrse,  tail  to  the  gronnd. 
If^  mr,  we  have  any  property  in  this  road,  it 
mnst  be  derived  from  one  of  two  sonrcea: 
either  fri>m  the  erant  of  thoee  Btates,  made  by 
acta  of  their  Legidatores,  or  by  a  power  given 
to  na  by  the  oonstitntion  to  m^e  roads.  Now, 
nr,  if  we  examine  the  act  of  Congress  nnder 
wnieh  this  Onmberland  road  was  made,  and 
compare  it  with  the  oorrespondinE  acts  of  Mary- 
land, Virginia,  and  Fennayslvania,  we  will  be 


eonvinoed  that  it  was  neither  the  intention  of 
Congress  to  obt^  nor  the  intention  of  tba 
States  to  grant  any  interest  in  the  road.  The 
act  of  Congress  simply  reqoires  the  President 
to  adopt  the  most  eneotoal  means  to  obtun  the 
consent  of  thoee  States  that  he  shonld  "  canse 
the  road  to  he  Md  out  and  completed  within 
their  respective  territories."  Ko  cession  of  sov- 
ereignty over  the  soil,  nor  proprietary  interest 
in  it,  was  demanded  by  the  Qovernmeot ;  the 
only  boon  which  it  songht  was  simply  an  au- 
thority to  make  the  road  within  their  jnrisdio- 
tions.  A  road  leading  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
waters  of  the  lUaslsnmii  wa«  considered  an  ob- 
ject of  great  natiraial  importance ;  it  would 


marce  between  the  East  and  the  West;  and, 
above  all,  it  would  perpetnate  the  Union  of  the 
States.  CoQgreaa  thooght  it  would  be  only 
necessary  for  them  to  m^e  the  rood,  as  the  in- 
terests of  the  States  would  induce  Uiera  to  keep 
it  in  repair.  The  act  of  Ifaryland,  in  answer 
to  this  application,  is  en)reased  with  the  most 
curcnmspect  precision.  It  simply  "  authorizes  " 
the  Prmdent  to  cause  the  sdd  road  "  to  be 
laid  ont,  opened,  and  improved,  in  such  a  way 
and  manner  as,  by  the  nefore  recited  act  of 
Oongreaa,  is  required  and  directed."  Nothing 
more  is  here  granted  to  Oongress  than  a  bare 
naked  authority  to  lay  ont  and  moke  the  road. 
The  act  of  PennsylvaDia  is,  if  possible,  more 
condusive  to  this  effect.  The  title  of  that  act 
is,  "  An  act  anthoriaug  the  President  to  open 
a  road  through  that  part  of  this  State  lyins  be- 
tween Onmberland,  la  the  State  of  Maryland, 
and  the  Ohio  River."  The  first  section  author- 
izes the  "  President  to  causa  so  much  of  the 
said  road  as  will  be  within  the  State  to  be 
opened,  so  •  far  as  it  may  be  necessaiy  the  said 
road  shoi^d  pass  through  this  State.  And  to 
prove  that  Pennsylvania  did  not  consider  the 
^^rant  of  this  authority  as  involving  any  interest 
■a  the  land,  a  second  section  is  subjoined,  giv- 
ing a  right  of  entry  on  the  land  to  the  commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  President  to  lay  out 
the  road.  Why  grant  a  right  of  entry  to  the 
commissioners,  if  she  had  ceded  to  the  United 
States  either  a  sovereign  Jurisdiction  over  the 
soil,  or  an  interest  of  any  description  in  it} 
The  moat  precarious  and  limited  estate  in  lands 
—a  mere  tenancy  at  will — carries  with  it  a 
right  of  entry.  We  cannot  attribute  so  much 
ignorance,  so  much  folly,  to  an  assembly  so  dis- 
tinguished for  its  wisdom  aa  the  Legiskture  of 
Pennsylvania,  to  suppose,  for  a  moment,  that, 
in  one  section,  she  sBoold  have  ceded  an  in- 
terest ui  the  lands,  and  in  the  next  she  shonld 
have  granted  a  right  of  entry.  In  further  sup- 
port of'  this  construction  of  these  acta,  I  offer 
the  political  opinions  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  who 
sanctioned  the  act  of  Oongresa.  No  man  was 
more  delicate  with  regard  to  the  soil,  nor  more 
devoted  to  the  sovereignty  of  the  States,  than 
this  iouoortal  patriot.  Had  he  obtained  an  in- 
tareat  in  the  sml,  friHn  thoae  Statea,  it  would 
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hftve  been  in  opposition  to  the  prindples  ij 
vbich  he  had  been  elevated  to  the  Obief  iiag- 
istraoy,  and  for  the  preaerTation  of  which  be 
had  saorifloed  hie  seat  in  the  cabinet  of  Preri' 
dent  Washington.  To  go  aa  far  as  he  did,  to 
Appropriate  money  to  make  t^e  road,  was  a 
fondamentol  error,  which  can  be  explained  only 
by  anpposinK  that  bis  imagination  misled  bis 
jndnnent ;  ttiat,  convinoed  of  tbe  neeeaaity  of 
HDch  a  oommmiication  between  tbe  East  and 
the  West,  and  dazzled  with  its  brilliant  advan- 
tagea,  he  did  not  examine,  with  saffioient  cool' 
ness,  the  exact  tendency  of  the  measnre  with 
r^rd  to  the  constitution. 

Bat  we  all  hare  to  deplore  tbis  error.  It  baa 
given  rise  to  a  new  theory,  under  wbicb,  in  a 
■Dbaeqnent  admiaiatration,  (that  of  Ur.  Konroe,) 
millions  have  been  lavished,  for  no  other  pnr- 
pose  than  to  purchase  aapirins  men,  or  concil- 
lato  adverse  sections.  Mr.  Monroe,  afraid  to 
abandon  tbe  doctrine  that  we  have  no  oonstitn- 
tjonal  power  to  make  roads,  lest  he  sbonld  dis- 
sfTect  tbe  party  by  wbicb  be  bod  been  support- 
ed, and,  at  the  same  time,  anzions  to  meet  the 
views  and  promote  the  interests  of  bis  adver- 
saries, took  advantage  of  this  error  of  Mr.  Jef- 
ferson's to  establish  a  new  constmotion  on  this 
snbjeot,  wbicb  is  even  more  dangerous,  aa  it  is 
more  insidions,  than  an  open  nnqaalifled  asser- 
tion of  the  power.  Professiiig  the  greatest  re- 
spect for  the  sovereignty  of  tbe  Btates,  and  the 
ssoredness  of  their  soil,  the  United  Btat«B,  says 
be,  has  no  power,  nnder  the  constitation,  to 
make  internal  improvements:  I  will  sanction 
DO  act  of  that  kind,  but  they  can  appropriate 
money,  in  any  smonnt,  to  snch  nndertakiags, 
provided  they  be  of  a  national  character.  Now, 
this  is,  in  every  respect,  exceptionable.  If  we 
appropriate  money  to  tbe  constmction  of  a  road, 
we  certainly  should  have  a  control  over  it ;  we 
ahonld  hare  the  ^wer  to  establish  toll-gatea, 
to  keep  it  in  repau",  and  of  inflicting  peiudties 
for  ininries  done  to  it  Cnder  this  constmc- 
tion, those  immense  surveys  of  routes  of  roads 
and  canals  have  been  made,  and  works  of  this 
kind  projected,  wbicti,  if  they  were  nnderteken, 
will  coat  the  people  thonsanda  of  millions  of 
dollars ;  and,  if  not  nndertaken,  will  be  mil- 
lions thrown  away,  in  employing  onr  engineers 
in  idle  peregrinations  from  one  part  of  the 
Union  to  another.  It  baa  been  used  as  an  en- 
gine of  vile  and  corrupt  eleotioneering.  To 
conciliate  a  section,  the  administration  has  no 
more  to  do  than  to  lay  off  a  road  or  oanol  in 
it,  and  a  powerftd  party  is  immediately  form- 
ed in  its  support.  The  whole  community  ia 
benefited  by  it;  those  who  undertake  con- 
traota  for  executing  the  work ;  those  who  are 
employed  on  it  aa  laborers;  ^opkeepers  and 
farmers  who  supply  them ;  in  fact,  it  is  show- 
ering on  them  so  much  unexpected  gold,  which 
all  scramble  for,  and  all  get  a  part  of.  Finally, 
(f  the  construction  which  I  have  put  on  these 
acta  of  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  Fennaylvania, 
be  not  correct,  all  language  is  tmintdligible,  and 


Tczan^T,  February  IT. 
Praidmt  Sl^t. 
L  call  for  reports  of  Select  Commit- 


Mr.  Eahlton,  of  South  GaroHna,  said  tliat 
he  rose  for  the  purpose  of  informing  tbe  Houa 
that  the  committee  appointed  to  meet  ndi 
committee  as  the  Benato  might  appoint,  to 
notify  Andbew  Jaoksok  of  bis  election  aa  nn- 
ident  of  the  United  Etatea  for  four  yean^  U 
commenoe  with  the  fourth  of  March  next.  Lad 
discharged  this  duty ;  snd  that  the  Preadmt 
elect,  in  signifying  his  acceptance  of  thii  office, 
had  expKBsed  his  deep  senability  of  iU  n- 
sponubilities,  and  his  gratitude  to  his  eosnliy 
for  this  recent  proof  of  its  confidence.  Ha  bad, 
moreover,  requested  the  conmuttee  to  coaTif 
to  their  respecdve  Houses  the  aasnrancea  of  hii 
high  oonsderation  and  regard. 


Wbdnxsdat,  February  16. 
Cumierlaad  £oad. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Mebobb,  tbe  House  took  19 
the  bill  for  tbe  preservation  and  repairrftbe 
Onmberland  road. 

Ur.  VoDvFna  warned  gentlemen  Ihst  Iba 
verv  first  moment  be  perceived  any  sttemitto 
prolong  the  debate  on  tbb  bill,  he  sbonld  im- 
mediately move  for  tbe  conaderation  of  ttie  ■()■ 
propriation  billa. 

Mr.  Chilton  delivered  hb  eentimoits  at 
length  in  opposition  to  the  amendment,  and  is 
favor  of  tbe  original  bill. 

Mr.  Aluakdbk  moved  to  amend  tbe  amend- 
ment of  Mr.  BcOKASAN,  by  Btrikmg  out  ^ 
clause  in  it  which  makes  the  cession  of  the  load 
to  the  Statea  conditional  on  thdr  estabUahiog 
toll-gatea  to  keep  it  in  repair. 

The  motion  waa  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr,  YijToi  offered  the  amendment  wbldi  he 
had  before  submitted  in  OtnumiOee  of  tlie 
Whole. 

Mr.  V.  briefly  explained  hie  reasons  for  offff- 
ing  the  amendmenL  It  was  intended  mH«; 
to  seonre  to  Ohio  her  rights,  should  the  •m™' 
ment  of  Mr.  BuoHAifin  succeed,  against  wdhSi 
however,  be  protested,  as  proposing  a  ecason 
which  was  not  warranted. 

The  amendment  of  Mr.  Vahob  shared  we 
same  fate  with  tiiat  of  Mr.  AizzimOi  bemg 
negatived  without  a  count. 

The  ^estion  waa  put  00  the  amendman 
of  Mr.  BooHUTAs,  and  dedded  by  yea*  "'1 
nays  118.  . 

Mr,  BvoBxvAti  then  moved  another  smeiia- 
ment  as  ft^ows : 

Strike  out  all  the  bill  and  insert— 

"  Btil  tnaetti,  4e.  That  the  Pnaident of  ij* 
United  States  be,  and  he  la  hereby,  antliartMd  U 
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of  Piilic  JkammU. 


[H.  i»  a 


enter  Into  mch  UTULgemenU  with  tbe  SutM 
Kirrbuid,  FenatflwiiK,  TirginI*,  and  Ohio,  u  faa 
BB7  deam  aeetaaaj,  for  thi  purpose  ofhkTlnE  toU- 
gatoa  erected,  under  the  aathoritj  of  the  seid  mt- 
•nl  SUIes,  upon  the  CnmberUnd  ro>d ;  *Dd  col- 
kedng  mIEcieDt  loU  thereupon  for  its  preaerva^on 
utdiepeir." 

Mr.  BcoHAiTAir  Btrid  thftt  Us  oljeot  wu 
get  rid  of  the  diffioulUes  which  ^tended  the 


nopoul  to  cede  tiie  road ;  and,  in  nipport  of 
his  amendment,  he  qootod  a  clsnm  from  the 
Iteeage  of  Preaident  wmroe,  sent  to  CongresH 
■t  the  time  he  reieoted  the  Oomberland  road 

un. 

Hessra.  WmB  and  Flotd  spoke  in  oppod- 
tkm  to  the  second  amendment :  wherenpon,  it 
was  withdrawn  by  the  mover, 

Hr.  GoBKUf  offered  the  amendment  which 
be  faftd  proposed  in  Oommittee  of  the  Wliole. 

The  amendment  waa  negatived — feaa  60, 
urs  139. 

Mr.  WioELiTFX,  belierinK  that  the  bill  oonld 
Dot  pass  both  Houses  if  logged  with  »  pro- 
nrioo  for  erecting  of  toll-gates  npon  the  road, 
moTod  to  strike  oat  the  firet  seven  sections  of 
the  bill,  aod  part  of  the  eighth  section,  b«Dg  all 
that  part  of  it  which  relates  to  toll-gates  and 
toD. 

Ur.  Vaitok  suggested  that  this  was,  in  ef- 
fect, the  tame  proposition  as  bad  alreaay  been 
offered  bj  Mr.  Gobhak,  and  r^eoted. 

Tbe  Spkakeb  replied,  that  that  was  a  matter 
fbr  the  Hoose  to  jodge  on. 

The  form  of  the  pronoMtion  was  difibrent,  in- 
•nnneh  as  the  amenoment  of  the  gentieman 
tram  Uassachnsetts  went  to  strike  oat  the 
rtole  of  the  bill  after  the  enacting  olaose,  and 
tbm  to  insert ;  whareas  that  of  the  genQeman 
from  Eentoeky  proposes  onlj-  to  strike  oat  a 
fart  of  tbe  tnlLand  to  leave  the  latter  part  of 
It  untouched.    The  proportion  woa,  tberefbre, 

The  amendment  of  Ur.  Wiocum  was  re- 
jected. 

Kr.  AaoHKB  renewed  the  motion  to  amend 
tbe  bill,  which  had  been  moved  and  withdrawn 
br  Hr.  Bdobaxjls,  not  wWk  anj  hope  that  it 
vonld  be  accepted,  bnt  merely  to  show  what, 
in  his  judgment,  was  the  course  tlie  House 
ewht  to  pnrsne. 

Hr.  Bartuctt,  after  adverting  to  the  time 
•hicfa  had  tieeo  oonsiuiied  hj  t^  deb&te,  the 
fauiortanoe  of  the  passage  of  the  Appropriation 
BiUs,  and  the  few  open  days  of  the  session 
vhich  yet  remained,  now  moved  the  previooB 
auaHou,  and  tbe  call  was  snstained  by  the 
Hoose^-^ea  180,  and  tbe  main  qnestion  or- 
dered. 

The  main  qnestiftt  was  then  stated,  in  the 
fiiUowing  form :  "  Shall  the  bill  be  engrossed 
ttd  rmaa  third  timet " 

Ai^  it  was  dedded  in  tbe  affirmative  as  fol- 
lows: 

y,iM  _-Me«ars.  Samuel  AndersOD,  Armstrong, 
BaifaT  Novea  Bart>e^  Baricer,  Bartow,  Barney, 
Builett,  Bsrtley,  L  C.  Balea,  Beseher,  Blake,  Brent, 


Bookner,  Bmges,  Butnian,  Carter,  Chanters,  Chil- 
ton, J.  Clark  Condiot,  Coolter,  Crocket,  Crownia- 
shiald,  John  MveBport,  Dickinson,  Donoan,  Swigbt, 
Evenlt,  nndlav.  Fort,  Forward,  Gale,  Green,  Our- 
lej,  Hodges,  Hunt,  luKersoll,  Jenntnga,  Johnson, 
Kerr,  I^wreooe,  Leffier,Letcher,  Little,  Lock,  Long, 
Lyon,  HaDuy,  Hartindale,  Harrln,  kaiwell,  Hc- 
Dnffle,  XcHitton,  VcKean,  HoLean,  Heroer,  Ifer- 
win,  H iller,  Miner,  John  Mitchell,  Muhlenberg,  New- 
ton, Orr,  Peorce,  Plerson,  Plant,  Ramsar,  James  F. 
Randolph,  Beed,  Richardson,  Ruagell,  Sawyer,  8er> 
geant,  Sinnickson,  Sloane,  Oiixer  H.  Bmith,  Sprague, 
Sprigg,  Stanberry,  J.  S.  Stevenson,  Stewart,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Swan,  Swift,  Sutheriand,  Tracy,  Ebeneier 
Tucker,  Tance,  Van  Rensselaer,  Tamum,  Tioton, 
Walea,  Ward,  Washington,  Whipple,  Whittleaej, 
James  Wilson,  Epbraim  K.  Wilson,  Wingate,  John 
Woods,  Wolf;  John  C.  Wright,  Yancey— 106. 

Nats.— Hessis.  Addams,  Alexander,  Samuel  C. 
Allen,  Robert  Allen,  Alston,  John  Andenon,  Arch- 
er, Philip  P.  Barbonr,  Barringer,  Bassett,  Belden, 
Bell,  Blair,  Brown,  Brjan,'BDchanan,  Buck,  Cam- 
breleng,  Corson,  Ctaibome,  John  C.  Clark,  Conner, 
Culpeper,  Daniel,  Thomas  Daveaport,  John  Davis, 
De  GraCf,  Desha,  Drajton,  Karll,  Floyd  of  Virginia, 
Floyd  of  Qeorna,  Trj,  Garrow,  Gilmer,  Gorbam, 
Hailock,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Harvey,  Hsynss,  Hinds, 
Hobbie,  Hoffhian,  Ingham,  Isacks,  Johns,  Keeae, 
Eremer,  Lecompte,  Lm,  Lumpkin,  Magee,  Uatsble, 
Harkell,  Martin.  Marnsrd,  MoOoy,  Hclntire,  McEee, 
Thomas  E.  Milohell,  Thomas  P.  Moore,  Gabrid 
Moore,  Nuckolls,  O'Brien,  Owen,  Phelps,  Polk,  John 
Baodiriph,  Ripley,  Rivas,  Bosn,  Sbeppard,  Alexander 
Smith,  Steriirere,  Slower,  TiOier,  Taliafbrro,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Treivant,  S.  Tucker,  Turner,  Verplanck, 
Weems,  WicklifTe,  Wilde,  Williams,  John  J.  Wood, 
Silas  Wood,  Woodcock— 91. 


Satubdat,  Febmary  31. 
Tbe  Hoase  was  principally  ocoapied  this  day 
u  the  diSbrent  qiprt^natjon  bills. 


TuESOAT,  Febraary  34. 
BtfriiUiJtf  of  Puilie  SoeumentM, 

The  House  proceeded  to  tbe  consideration  of 
the  following  resolation,  reported  by  tbe  Oom- 
mittee on  the  Library. 

Rttolttd,  ^lat  such  of  the  Eieentlre  Docu- 
ments, and  LegislaUve  reports  of  the  House  of 
BepreiientatiTeii,  as  are  Important  to  be  preserved, 
from  the  first  to  the  tenth  Congress,  both  biclusive, 
shall  1m  selected  by  the  Clerk  of  this  House  for 
publication,  and  shall  be  printed  under  his  inspeo- 
tlon  and  direction." 

Ht.  Wabd  offered  an  amendment  to  restrict 
the  expenditure  for  that  purpose  to  tbe  sum  (4 
thirty  thonsand  dollars.    On  this  qoestioD, 

Ur.  WiOKi-iFfB  laid  he  was  not  only  <n>- 
posed  to  the  original  resolation,  offered  by  tbe 
member  of  North  Carolina,  (Mr.  BABBreaSR,) 
hot  also  to  that  reported  by  the  Committee  on 
the  Library,  even  with  the  restriction  opon  it, 
offered  by  tbe  member  from  New  York,  (Mr. 
Wabd,)  which  proposes  to  limit  the  expenditore 
to  thirty  thoosand  dollars.    Both  propouUooa 
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nselen  aod  vutefiu,  without  any  correBponi 
iog  benefit.  He  regretted  Hat  the  member 
from  New  York  waa  not  in  bis  ieftt.  If  he 
were  present,  (said  }St.  "W.,)  I  would  nrge  him 
to  withdraw  his  smendmeat,  to  pve  pUoe  to 
one  I  have  prepared,  whioh  contemplatee  an  iit' 
qnirj  into  the  nature,  character,  unportanoe, 
and  probable  coat,  of  priutiug  Bueh  of  the  pub' 
lie  docnmenta  of  the  tweatj-six  ^ears,  whioh 
it  be  deemed  advisable  to  reprint. 

I  am  (said  Ur.  W.)  called  npon  to  meet  the 
propositioa  aa  it  now  stands ;  and  I  flatter  my- 
self that,  if  I  can  engage  the  attention  of  the 
members  of  this  Eooae  for  a  short  time,  I  shall 
be  able  to  satisfj  any  and  all,  who  are  open  to 
conviction,  that  this  reeolnlnoQ  ought  not  to 
pass.  If  it  be  deemed  expedient  to  spend  the 
small  sum  of  thirty  thousand  dollara,  beoaose 
we  may  have  it  in  the  Treasury,  perhaps  by 
little  inveatigatioa  we  may  b«  able  to  find  aon 
other  otject  apon  which  to  squander  it,  of  more 
importance  than  reprinting  the  mass  of  trash 
which  is  to  be  fonnd  in  the  old,  and,  I  might 
say,  nseleaa  volumeB  of  ezecntive  and  l^iSa- 
tive  reports  for  the  period  of  twenty-rai  yoarg. 
The  member  from  North  Oarolina  obtuned 
the  unanimous  consent  of  the  Hooae  to  offer 
his  resolntion,  upon  stating  that  it  was  "a  reeo- 
luUon  which  merely  contemplated  the  printing 
of  some  docaments  which  were  necessary  to  be 
printed."  For  one,  I  consented  that  it  might 
be  introduced,  under  the  impression  that  it  re- 
lated to  some  boaineae  before  the  House  neoes- 
ssry  to  be  acted  npon.  Amid  the  noise  and 
bustle  which  is  but  too  oommoa  in  this  Hall, 
when  the  reaolution  was  read  at  the  Olerk'a 
table.  I  waa  only  able  to  hear  the  words  tbir- 
teentD  Oongreaa,  Inelnsive,  which  induced  me 
to  read  the  resolution  at  the  Clerk's  table ;  and 
I  confbfli  my  astonishment,  when  I  learned,  by 
its  phraaeology,  that  it  contemplated  a  reprint- 
ing of  the  whole  doouments,  executive  and  leg- 
islative, for  twenty-siz  years,  vithont  regard 
to  their  importance,  and  reckleu  aa  to  the  ex- 
It  was  then  stated  by  a  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr,  Flotd,)  eonjectarally,  that  the  ex- 
pense wonld  be  equal  to  three  hundred  thou- 
sand dollara.  The  genUeman  from  North  Car- 
olina gratuitously  ascribed  this  esthnato  to  me 
when  he  congratolated  himself  that  the  com- 
mittee had  so  modified  his  proportion  that  the 
cost  was  estimated  at  thirty  thousand  dollara 
only.  And  this  sum  is  too  oontemptible  in  the 
estimation  of  the  gentleman  to  deserve  serious 
consideration.  Hia  anrprise  is  excited  that  a 
resolution  of  hi^  which  only  contemplates  the 
expenditure  of  thirty  thousand  dollars,  ^ould 
have  met  with  auoh  serious  opposition.  I  can 
assure  the  ^ntteman  hia  snrpnse  waa  not  great- 
ar  than  mme,  when  I  fonna  that  one  portion 
of  thia  Honse,  by  a  unanimity  nnexampled, 
voted  against  the  r^erenoe  of  hia  proposition 
to  a  committee  tor  ioveetigation.  ThOT  seemed 
to  have  oomprehended,  by  a  apeciea  oi  insUnct, 


Mie  DacmiaHi.  [Fwrom,  ISM. 

the  object  of  the  reaolution,  and  negatived  lb* 
motion  to  refer.  What  waa  the  resolution  rf 
the  gentleman  t  I  will  apln  call  hia  own  at- 
tention and  that  of  the  Honse  to  it :  "  BMohcd, 
that  the  usnal  number  of  the  dooamenta  of  tu 
House  of  RepreaentatiTes,  Execnl]Te  and  L^is- 
lative,  np  to  thirteenth  Congress  inchrive,  Im 
reprinted  under  the  direction  of  the  <J^«tlIiii 
Houae."  He  proposed  to  submit  nothing  to 
the  discretion  of  the  Clerk,  or  anybody  elst. 
Hia  order  ia  imperative ;  the  whole  were  to  ba 
reprinted  at  an  expense  unlimited :  not  eonteal 
with  a  snffldent  number  for  the  nse  of  your  li- 
brary, lest  the  sum  might  not  be  anffidenUy 
large,  the  gentleman  desires  to  have  six  him- 
dr^  and  thirty  copies  of  each  docnment,  mak- 
ing, according  to  the  estimate  of  the  commit- 
tee, seven  thonsand  five  hundred  and  rixty  vol- 
umea ;  a  good  &t  Job !  but  what  of  tbatt  It 
ia  paid  for  out  of  the  public  purse.  If  I  ni 
not  grossly  deceived  (said  Ur.  W.)  in  th«Hti- 
mate  which  I  have  made,  the  expense  of  tli« 
printing  contemplated  by  the  resolatiaD  si 
offered  by  the  member  fitnn  North  CtrolinL 
will  greatly  exceed  any  amonot  whioh  be  tun 
contemplated.  I  am  sure  if  that  geotlcmia 
bad  correctly  oomprehended  the  extent  of  hii 
resolation,  he  would  not  have  been  surprued 
that  it  met  with  "  aerioos  opponti<«  "  ttom 
some  members  in  thia  Honae,  who  think  it  a 
duty  whioh  they  owe  to  their  ctmatitnenti,  to 
resist  any  and  every  propoaitioii  to  ineresM 
the  expenditurea  of  thia  Government  nsnecn- 
sarily.  I  know  it  is  an  invidions  task  here  for 
any  member  to  resist  a  proportion  which  eon- 
templates  an  expenditure  of  money.  I  ksn 
felt  it  a  duty  which  I  owed  to  those  who  ban 
sent  me  here,  on  many  oocadnia  to  oppM 
wtiat  I  believed  a  waste  of  pttblio  mtmay,  wm, 
by  remaining  rilent,  I  might  have  rendered  my- 
aelf  more  aooeptabw  to  peraons  in  and  ont  rf 
this  HalL  1  have  endeavored  to  satisfy  wj^ 
since  thia  snlject  was  introdnoed,  whetbamT 
first  impreeaioDB  were  oorrwit ;  and  the mcnl 
have  investigated  it,  the  noore  I  am  oontinoM 
of  ita  titter  iuutility. 

There  ia  no  data  by  whioh  to  teat  the  amoont 
of  expense,  so  oorreot  as  the  sum  eqiendsd  lor 
printing  by  Oongreaa  for  the  years  embnoad  in 
the  resolution.  Upon  reference  to  the  IVtan^ 
D^MTtment,  I  am  inflormed  by  a  letter  from  us 
Register,  that  in  coiueqneDce  of  the  bomuig  n 
the  Treasury  Office,  in  18U:,  the  amoont  pui 
for  printing  by  the  House  of  Bepree»titoM« 
doea  not  appear  on  the  records  in  that  ofac^ 
prior  to  the  thirteenth  Oongreas.  By  the  ft*t»- 
ment  of  that  officer,  which  I  now  hdd  in  n} 
hand,  the  amount  paid  for  printmg  for  tta 
Houae  of  Bepreeentatives  ■  alone,  during  tint 
Oongreaa,  waa  thirty-three  tboosand  nioe  hun- 
dred and  flfty-flve  dollara  and  thirty-tnrs* 
cents.  If  yon  will  make  the  dednetion  tat  tb« 
probable  amount  paid  fiw  printing  Wa  and 
jonmala,  say  three  thouaand  nine  houdreo  sw 
fifty-five  dollara  thirty-three  oenta,  yon  will 
"   '  that,  if  the  resolution  of  the  member  fMin 
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North  Otrolinn  liad  been  adopted,  the  expense 
of  printiDg  the  dooomeiits  oontempUtod  t>f  it, 
for  tbu  Consrew  alone,  wonld  hare  been  Udrtj 
tboDMiid  doOon.  We  ma;  furly  estimate  the 
avenge  costs  fbr  printang  tor  Uw  tweatj-tix 
jutn  at  t«n  thoosukl  dollars  per  year.  Ajid  If 
the  gentleman  wiU  aid  me  bj  his  Knowledge  of 
arithmetio,  and  mnlldpljr  ten  thonund  doUan, 
bj  twen^-dx  jears,  be  will  discover,  what  I 


it  first 


>preheiided,  ^lat  his  resolatioQ  oon- 
i  an  enwnditnre  of  two  hundred  and 
six^  thousand  oollar^  to  print  old  dooamenta 
of  no  posmble  dm  but  to  encnmber  yonr  shelves 
in  the  library.  Hie  gentleman,  looking  to  the 
great  pablio  good  to  Im  efibcted  hj  this  meas- 
BfC^  with  some  grKrit^  inquires  of  os,  why  we 
"hinle"  at  tus  trifling,  insignificant  earn. 
Sir,  if  onl;  the  nun  of  thirty  tbonsand  dollars 
is  to  be  expended,  I  wonld  advise  the  gentle- 
man (if  ha  will  pardon  the  ose  of  bU  own 
word)  to  "  hi|cgle  a  little  while — long  enough, 
at  least,  to  satisfy  ns  of  the  neoesrity  wd  ntibty 
(/the  expenditure. 

Upon  a  proposition  involving  the  ezpendi- 
tare  of  ao  laige  a  sum  out  of  the  oontugent 
fond  of  this  House,  it  might  not  be  unworthy 
of  our  attrition,  or  time  needleBely  expended, 
to  retrospect  the  contingent  expenses  of  this 
Eonia,  for  the  last  seven  yean,  to  see  with 
wbst  r^ndity  they  have  increased.  If  we  were 
to  extend  oar  inquiries  farther,  and  examine 


them  m«nly  to  be  the  quantity  of  useless  print- 
ing of  docoments  which  are  read  by  no  one, 
and  only  serve  the  pnrpoHee  of  grocery  and 
•hop-keepers,  after  the  aiyonimnent  of  Oon- 


Id  ibis,  the  conthweat  eipensea  of  thii 

tsi,su 

Of  which  s»m  wia  pud  for  printing 

12,814 

1B24,         "            "            "          - 

ftO,730 

Printiag 

20,999 

4e,osi 

14,180 

lan.contmgcnt         - 

e»,B31 

Printing        .... 

60,«)9 

84,S89 

I  do  not  hazard  much  when  I  state  to  yon 
the  average  amount  per  onnnm  paid  by  this 
Haose  for  printing  fbr  the  last  seven  yean  is 
equal  to  the  average  amount  per  annum  for  the 
fint  ten  years  of  this  Government,  pud  for  the 
printing  done  for  everr  department  eiecative, 
legiilaUve,  and  jndicid.  How  are  yon  to  check 
tins  evilt  for  an  evil  it  is  we  must  all  admit 
The  only  safe  remedy  is  to  be  found  in  Qxe 
tood  lense  end  sound  discretion  of  the  mem- 
ben  of  this  House,  by  revising  to  print  every 
thing  as  a  matter  of  coarse.  Ai  an  hnmble 
member  of  a  committee  of  this  House,  it  was 
made  my  duty  to  investigate  this  snl^ect  of 
printing,  and  to  sngsest  some  remedy  for  the 
abuse.  In  order  to  oiminiah  the  expense,  that 
moch-abosed  Committee  on  Betrenchment  re. 


ported  a  resolntion  altering,  in  some  manner, 
tiie  mode  of  prlntiog  the  public  doonmenta. 
When  this  reeolntitm  was  presented,  it  wat. 
thought  a  small  business;  soma  BenUemen 
smiled  as  if  their  dignity  contemned  tbe  effort ; 
and  the  weJl-Jireoled  press  of  this  place  at- 
tempted to  rkUonle  that  portion  of  the  labon  of 
the  oommittee.  What  nas  been  the  effect  ol 
that  reform}  Yonr  clerk  informs  you,  by  a 
document  on  yoor  table,  that  it  will  reduce  the 
expense  of  printing  annually  about  eight  thou. 
sand  dollars.  That  oommittee,  in  pnrening 
their  labors  alfthe  present  session,  propose  one 
other  means  of  oorrectutg  the  abase,  and  that 
i^  hy  a  Standing  Oommittee  of  this  Hoose  doo. 
mnenta  and  papers  shall  be  first  examined,  who 
shall  report  upon  the  propriety  of  printing,  and 
the  number  of  copies  to  be  printed. 


WanmsDAT,  Fehruaiy  2S, 
Stprinting  of  Puilw  DoaimenU. 

Ur.  BABBoroKR  aald :  The  whole  substance 
of  his  resolution,  as  presented,  and  now  modi. 
fied,  might  be  comprised  within  the  limits  of  a 
nutsheU.  It  was  a  mere  question  of  expe- 
diency,  involving  no  question  of  principle.  It 
was  simply  whether  oocnments  shall  be  now 
reprinted,  (for  reprinted  they  certainly  will  be,) 
which  formed  a  port  of  the  history  of  the  coun. 
try;  aye,  the  foundation — the  very  comer  stone 
— the  entire  lepslative  history  of  the  times  to 
which  they  relate ;  containing,  within  their 
compass,  aU  the  principles  of  our  polity,  and 
without  a  knowledge  of  which,  the  subseqaent 
saperstniotare  is  baseless,  and  without  Hymme. 
try  or  proportion.  Jt  wes  a  question,  he  re. 
peatad,  whether  the  public  records  of  the  coun- 
try should  remain  scattered  and  dispersed ;  B 
fbw  in  print,  and  a  few  in  mannsoript,  and  for 
ten  years,  from  1798  to  1808,  acoording  to  the 
report,  not  the  vestige  of  a  mannscript  copy, 
and  whether  that  House,  the  Government,  and 
the  nation,  should  be  without  a  single  copy  of 
many  of  them. 

The  question  of  their  expense  was  merely  in- 
cidental;  although  it  was  desirable,  and  com- 
ported with  his  own  principles  of  action,  that 
it  should  meet  the  strictest  scrntiny-  The  sub- 
ject of  that  acmtiny,  he  oonld  not  but  felidtata 
nimself,  had  been  taken  up  by  one  who  was 
not  of  the  least  celebrity  in  guarding  against 
needless  appropriations,  and  whose  attention 
was  pecnuarly  devoted  to  matters  connected 
with  the  pablio  expenditure.  The  formal  prep- 
arations of  the  genUeman  from  Kentucky  had 
certainly  alarmed  him.  When  he  (Mr.  B.)  had 
witnessed  t±ie  formal  exhibition  of  volumes  of 
books,  and  heard  quoted  minntee,  reports,  in- 
dexes, and  copies  of  letters,  he  felt  startled  I 
He  really  began  to  apprehend  that  the  gentle- 
mao  was  correct ;  he  began  to  fear  that  he 
himself  though  the  mover  of  the  resolution, 
did  not  nnderstand  the  extent  of  it ;  that  he 
could  not,  on  reflection,  approve  of  it ;  nay,  io< 
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logs  and  relations.  When  there  appeared,  too, 
on  the  part  of  the  member  from  Kentnokj, 
inch  ft  lormidaUe  array  of  figures ;  when  it 
was  shown,  by  an  astnte  oalonlation,  that  the 
ooBt  of  carrjing  the  resolution  into  effect  would 
amonnt  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand 
doUars,  ((360,000,^  he  was,  he  repeated,  ready 
to  admit  that^  in  bringing  forwara  the  resoln- 
tion  in  qneation,  he  had  not  foreseen  the  enor- 
mons  expense  which  the  project  invDlved,  and 
hb  fears  were,  in  no  small  de^ee,  enhanced, 
by  the  gentleman's  repeated  professions  of  can- 
dor. But,  (Mr.  B.  continned,)  he  was  led,  by 
all  he  saw,  and  all  be  beard,  to  review  bis  prem- 
ises ;  and  it  would  be  found,  upon  investiga- 
tion, that  the  latter  oalcnlationa  of  the  metfiber 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr,  Wicxum,)  were  a 
roneous  as  bia  former  atatements  were 
founded.  The  gentleman  had  formed  bis 
mates  by  the  expenses  of  a  few  particular  years, 
and  those  years  among  the  most  recent  of  the 
operations  of  this  Qovemment,  and  long  subse- 
quent to  the  most  extreme  period  to  which  bia 
resolution  proposed  to  confine  its  operations. 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  B.,)  the  cost  of  printing, 
or  the  annual  increase  of  cost  for  the  lost  ten 
or  five  years,  form  no  data  from  which  to  esti- 
mate the  cost  of  printing  the  documents  coming 
within  the  scope  of  my  resolution.  The  gen- 
tleman admits  that  the  annual  increase  baa 
bean  eqoal  to  the  annual  cost  of  printing  for  the 
whole  Qovemment,  for  the  first  ten  years.  Did 
the  gentleman  see  the  oonclnsion  which  would 
necessarily  result  from  such  premises  f  and, 
that  it  pnts  bia  whole  argnment — with  all  its 
ftocompuiiments — books,  minutes,  indexes,  let- 
ters, all  to  flight ;  aye,  with  the  whole  array  of 
figures,  with  which  the  eentleman  so  sedulously 
fortified  himself!  And  to  show  most  conclu- 
dvely  that  snch  was  the  case,  (Mr.  B.  said,}  be 
would  presently  read  to  the  Ilonse,  as  a  p^  of 
his  ar^ment,  a  statement,  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Masaachusctts,  (Mr.  Evbbbtt,)  Chair- 
man of  the  Committee  on  the  Library,  bad 
kindly  prepared,  and  banded  to  him,  showing 
that  the  expensea  of  printing  for  both  Houses 
of  the  first  ten  years  of  the  OoTenunent,  or 
rather  the  ten  years,  from  1T98  to  1808,  did  not 
exceed  three  thousand ;  nay,  he  would  say 
not  two  thousand  dollara  per  annum.  The 
member  fhnn  Kentucky  had  concluded  his  re- 
marks npon  the  subject,  by  stating  that  ten, 
he  had  previously  said  twenty  thousand  dollars 
per  year,  would  be  necessary  fbr  the  execution 
of  the  project,  and  he  bad  triumphantly  called 
upon  him  (Mr.  B.)  to  multiply  that  sum  by 
twenty-six  years,  and  ascertam  that  it  amonut- 
od  to  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  dollars. 
Kow,  what  was  shown  by  the  statement  which 
he  held  in  bis  hands  ?  And  what  were  the  ex- 
penses of  the  Rouses  during  ten  years  of  the 
time  referred  tot    It  appeared  that  the  "fire- 

■    ■    "'■'' 'nting,  and  all  i 

e  two  Houses,  amounted, 


in  1798,  to  nine  thousand  five  hnndred  wad 
fifty-two  dollars ;  m  'W,  to  tea  thousand  dol- 
lars ;  in  tlO,  to  nine  thousand  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ;  in  'SS,  to  eleven  thousand  dollars ;  in  '97, 
twelve  thousand  dollars;  in  '08,  to  tbirtecD 
thousand  dollars;  in  '99,  to  thirteen  thousand 
and  five  hundred  dollars,  dec.  Previons  to  '03, 
the  charges  are  not  specifically  stated ;"  bat 
we  are  left  to  infer  that  they  wore  within  tha 
limits  of  uiy  given  year  stated.  Deduct  (Mr, 
B.  continued)  from  theae  sums  the  probabltt 
amount  of  the  items  for  firewood,  for  etaticn- 
ery,  for  all  other  contingent  expenses ;  bear  in 
mind,  also,  that  the  bills  and  Jonrnala  are  not 
to  be  included,  and  then  say  whether  the  ex- 
pense of  reprinting  the  docnmenta,  coming 
within  the  scope  of  my  resolution,  would  b« 
one-sixth,  or  even  one-tenth  of  the  wlicda 
charge  I  Would  the  utmost  of  the  expense  ex- 
ceed one  thousand  dollars  per  amiumf  It  waa 
impossible  that  it  could :  and  be  wondered  that 
the  gentleman  from  Kentucky,  who,  in  the 
course  of  bis  observations,  had  so  emphatically 
disdumed  all  reference  to  persons,  should  have 
suffered  the  subject  to  remain  uninveatig«t«d 
in  that  point  of  view,  and  should  have  made 
snob  an  exaggerated  assertion,  (onintfintioDal, 
no  doubt,)  as  that  the  coat  of  the  printing 
wonld  amount  to  two  hundred  and  uxty  thon- 
sand  dollars. 


UoimAT,  Haroh  9. 
The  Oitmb«r]and  Jtoad. 
The  Oumberiand  road  bill  was  retomed  fivm 
the  Senate  with  amendments,  which  went  to 
strike  out  all  that  part  of  the  bill  which  pro- 
vides for  tbe  erection  of  toU-galea. 

Mr.  Mksckb  moved  that  this  House  do  disa- 
gree to  the  amendments  of  the  Senato. 

Mr.  Stbwakt  earnestly  opposed  this  motion. 
If  the  Eouse  disagree,  the  appropriation  will  be 
lost,  and  the  road  become  impsesable.  He  read 
a  letter  from  the  Postmaster  General,  showing 
that  the  mwl  and  travel  were  last  Spring  ft«- 
luently  forced  off  the  road,  through  Urm». 
hxe  friends  of  the  road  had  done  all  Uiey  could 
to  get  np  gates,  but  bad  fhiled.  This  money 
would  now  do  more  good  than  double  the 
amount  a  year  hence.  To  reject  the  bill  would 
be  equivalent  to  a  vote  of  non-intercourse  be- 
tween the  East  and  West.  He  described  the 
present  condition  of  the  road,  and  entreated  ita 
friends,  East  and  West,  to  concur  In  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  save  the  road  from 
total  destruction. 
Mr.  Btobbs  opposed  any  farther  appropria- 
>n  for  the  repair  of  the  road,  unless  gatea 
should  be  allowed,  as  the  means  of  providing 
for  keeping  it  in  rewur. 

Mr.  Babhet  tooK  the  aame  gronnd  as  Mr. 
Stew  AST. 

Mr.  BvoHAKAK  offered  an  amendment  pro- 
losing  to  invest  liie  Fretident  of  the  Cnited 
Itatw  with  power  to  make  an  arraogement 
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with  the  States  of  PennsjImiiA,  Uar^land,  and 
Tirginio,  for  the  erection  of  gates  and  coQeo- 
&oa  of  toll. 

Mr.  B.  uid  he  felt  as  friendly  aa  anj  gentle- 
jnui  in  the  EooBe  to  the  appropriatjon  of  monejr 
for  the  «it«aBiaa  of  the  GomberlaDd  road  to  the 
KsdMippL  He  would  stato  the  »ngle  reason 
whj  he  felt  himself  compelled — he  would  sar 
reluctBiiUr  compelled— 10  vote  against  this  bill 
The  House  had  reoeotlj  determined  that  they 
woold  keep  the  Onmbeiiaad  road  in  repair  bj 
erecting  toll^ates  npon  it,  nnder  the  aathority 
of  the  Feder^  Govemment.  As  long  as  the 
pr^cnsioQ  continned  to  be  set  np,  whioh  he 
believed  to  be  both  dangerons  and  nnoonstita- 
tional,  be  could  not,  nor  woald  noL  vote  for 
the  constmctioD  of  any  road  intended,  after  its 
completioa,  to  be  thns  placed  under  the  joris- 
dicticm  of  the  United  States, 

Ifr.  Vasob  opposed  the  amendments,  on  the 
groimd  that  the  Hoose  conld  not  authorize  tlie 
Preaidait  to  do  what  it  had  decided  itself  to 
hare  do  right  to  do.  Hr.  T.  then  demanded 
the  prerioas  question,  whioh  was  sustained  bj 
the  HoDse,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  de- 
Bunded  by  Mr.  Fobwabd,  and  ordered. 

The  inain  qoestton  was  finally  put,  as  fol- 
lows :  '*  Will  the  Eonse  disagree  to  the  amend- 
mesU  of  the  Senate  to  Ibis  bill !''  And  decided 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows — yeas  63,  nays  80. 

Bo  the  House,  refused  to  disagree,  and  tbere- 
bf  the  Sense's  amendmettts  were  agreed  to. 


TuEBDar,  March  8. 

TTkanii  to  tie  Bptaher. 

Mr.  A  ""«|  of  Maaeachnsetta,  offered  the  fol- 

Saoltied,  That  the  thuiks  of  this  House  be  pre 
HQttd  to  the  Honorable  Amaiw  BnRmoir,  for 
Ihe  able,  prompt,  ud  divnified  manner  with  wUch 
be  bu  preiided  over  its  ^liberations,  and  perform- 
ed the  mtportant  and  ■rdnoos  duties  of  the  Chair. 

Mr.  BsENT  inquired  whether  the  ordinary 
rales  of  order  applied  to  the  last  day  of  the  ses- 
liciQ  I  The  Cb«r  decided  that  they  did.  There- 
npon,  Mr.  BAKiutTT  ol^]ected  to  the  recep- 
tioQ  of  the  resolntion,  as  not  in  order,  and 
moved  to  suspend  the  rule  with  respect  ib  the 
ordera  of  the  day. 

The  Cdaib  (then  temporarily  ooonpied  by 
Mr.  P.  P.  Bakbohb)  swd  that,  if  the  ndes  of 
order  were  to  be  strictly  enforced  the  motion 
of  the  j^tleman  team  Massaobnaetti  would,  of 
oonrae,  be  ont  of  order.  But,  it  was  the  view 
of  the  Chair,  that  the  UDiversal  practice  of  the 
Honse  had  decided  that  such  a  resolution  mi^t 
be  received  on  the  last  day  of  the  session, 
IhoDgh  not  strictly  in  order,  and  that^  there- 
fore, the  resolution  would  be  received. 

Mr.  TauAPEBiio  snggested  that  the  roles  of 
order,  resting  as  they  did  on  the  joint  aotioD  of 
both  Henses,  terminated,  of  course,  at  12  o'clock 
last  night,  when  the  action  of  the  two  Houses, 
In  respect  to  each  other,  also  terminated. 
VoL.X^-8fl 
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Mr.  ViKoa  observed  that  the  Chair  had  just 
decided  that  the  rules  of  order  do  apply  to  the 
lagt  day  of  the  season.  If  so,  they  ought  to 
apply  eqnally  on  both  sides;  if^  under  the 
rules,  the  discussion  of  the  resolution  of  the 
gendemen  from  North  Carolina  had  been  cut 
short  at  the  espiration  of  the  hour,  the  same 
roles  pervade  the  offering  of  a  new  resolution 
unleES  unanimoiu  consent  were  given,  or  the 
operation  of  the  rules  suspended  by  the  will  of 
the  Hoose. 

Mr,  Babbotth  s^d  he  must  arreet  the  course 
of  these  remarks,  unless  an  appeal  was  taken 
from  the  decision  of  the  Ohair, 

Tir.  V ASCII  declined  to  appeal,  hot  Hi.  Bbksv 
^  appeal  to  the  Hoose. 

Mr.  Bbbnt  Bopportad  the  appeal  by  a  refer- 
ence to  the  case  of  Mr.  Wbiqkt,  of  New  York, 
which  took  place  last  session.  It  had  always 
been  the  custom,  when  such  a  resolution  as  this 
was  presented,  for  the  mover  to  ask  and  obtmn 
leave  from  the  House  to  offer  it.  The  Joomals 
woold  show  that  Mr.  W.  had  done  so,  and  that 
leave  had  been  granted.  Leave  was  always 
given,  as  of  course,  but  it  was  done  by  an  aot 
of  ooortesy,  and  not  a  concession  of  right 

Mr.  Polk  referred  to  a  fact  which  took  place 
last  CoQgrees,  and  famished  a  case  pre^aely 
analogous  to  the  present,  when  a  resolution 
offered  ^by  Mr.  Saundcbs,  on  the  subject  of 
printing,  had  regularly  occupied  the  Hoose 
every  morning  for  a  lone  course  of  time ;  and 
a  gentleman  from  Ohio  (Mr.  Wbiobt)  had  spo- 
ken four  or  five  mornings  in  relation  to  it,  and 
after  his  remarks  had  been  cot  short  by  tike  ex- 
piration of  the  hour,  and  he,  if  any  ones  was 
entitled  to  the  Ooor,  a  resolution  of  thanks  to 
the  Speaker  had,  nevertheless,  been  received 
and  adopted, 

Mr.  Allxs  eaii  that  if  leave  had  been  asked, 
tiie  resolution  could  have  been  received  only 
by  courtesy,  and  the  usage  of  the  House  had 
established  the  precedent  that  a  resotatioa  of 
this  peculiar  character  was  to  be  received  aa 
of  course,  at  the  close  of  the  session.  Mr.  A. 
adverted  to  the  closing  scenes  of  a  session  sa 
calling,  in  an  especial  manner,  for  the  exercise 
of  good  feelings ;  and,  as  the  resolutiou  he  had 
offered  was  usotd  and  customary,  he  hoped  it 
woold  be  received  without  farther  debate. 

Mr.  EvKBKrr  said  he  hoped  the  appeal  would 
not  be  persevered  in,  as,  if  it  were,  that  it 
would  not  be  sustained.  The  matter  had  been 
put  by  the  Chur  on  the  right  groond ;  the  re- 
offlving  snob  a  resolution  was  a  matter  of  cour- 
tesy. A  member,  in  rising  to  offer  it,  would 
say,  of  course,  "  with  the  leave  of  the  House,  I 
offer  the  following  resolution ;  "  but  the  leave 
was  a  matter  of  course.  As  to  the  ^solution. 
offered  on  the  subject  of  reprinting  the  docu- 
ments, he  was  as  friendly  to  it  as  the  gentle- 
man from  Ohio  (Mr.  Vancb)  could  he ;  but  he 
believed  it  was  impracUcable,  under  existing 
oircumstancesj  to  effect  its  adoption,  and,  in 
the  mean  while,  he  was  favorable  to  the  pres- 
ent resolution  also.    He  had  given  ttds  explano- 
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dnty  [he  was  nnderetood  as  alln^Dg  to  his  at- 
teadtuice  on  the  funeral  of  Uro.  Baniardl 
would  call  him  from  the  Hoose  before  the  final 
YOtd  on  thia  resolution, 

Mr.  HufiLTON  Baid,  that  the  atrioteEt  mlee 
intended  for  the  government  of  gentlemen  were 
ftlways  subject  to  be  modified  by  conrteay, 
when  the  modification  of  them  Tiolated  no  es- 
tablished right  Bince  he  had  ei^oyed  the 
honor  of  a  seat  on  Uiat  floor,  ho  bad  Known  in- 
stances, where,  after  the  orders  of  the  daj  had 
been  proclaimed,  at  a  loto  hour  in  the  after- 
noon, and  the  Honse  hod  declined  ffoing  into 
committee,  a  reBolution  of  this  kind  nod  been 
allowed  to  be  introduced.  It  referred  to  a 
gentleman  then  in  the  Chur,  (Ur.  Tatlob,)  for 
whom  he  was  free  to  confess  he  had  no  poltt' 
ical  predilections,  and  for  whom  he  had  not 
voted.  This  he  considered  oa  strong  ground  of 
precedent.  Daring  the  first  hour,  tlie  Speaker 
would,  <£  coaree,  Be  himself  in  the  Chair,  and 
there  would  be  an  obvious  indelioao?  in  receiv- 
ing a  reeolntdon  of  this  kind ;  but  after  the 
House  got  to  business,  the  Speaker  frequentlj 
retired  from  the  Ohair,  and  then  it  might  be 
offered  with  propriet]'.  As  to  the  snlject-mat- 
ter  of  the  resolution  itself,  it  was  perfectly  in 
order  for  any  member  to  oppose  it  if  he  thought 
the  thanks  not  merited,  and,  in  so  doing,  to 
state  the  casee  in  which  he  supposed  the  Speak- 
er to  have  acted  with  impropriety.  If  such  an 
issue  were  made  on  the  present  occasion,  he 
hoped  that  no  gentleman  wno  might  apprehend 
that  there  had  be«t  partiality  on  the  part  of 
the  Speaker,  would  shrink  fVom  perfonmng  his 
duty  with  firmness. 

Mr.  Babxkt  suggested  the  propriety  of  with' 
drawing  the  appeal,  and  adverted,  with  hie 
nsual  urbanity,  to  the  dedrahleness  of  entire 
harmony  and  peace  at  the  parting  moments  of 
the  seesion. 

The  question  was  put  on  the  appeal,  and  the 
decision  of  the  Gh^  was  affirmed,  by  yeas  and 
nays— 94  to  «, 

And  the  question  was  taken  on  the  proposed 
vote  of  Ihaiuts,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Panama  Zheumtntt. 

A  Ifoasage  in  writing  was  received  fo>m  the 
Freddent  of  the  UnltM  Btates,  transmitting  to 
Oonneasaoopyof  the  instmotions  prepared  by 
tiie  Secretary  of  State,  and  fbraished  to  the 
Ministers  of  the  United  States  appointed  to  at- 
tend the  aieembly  of  American  FlenipotentJo- 
ries,  first'  held  at  Panama,  and  thence  trans- 
ferred to  Tacnbaya. 

Mr.  Tatlos  moved  to  lay  the  Message  and 
documents  on  the  table,  and  to  print  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Huoltok,  the  questaoa 
was  divided. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  &TOBBa  tbea  adverted  to  the  obligation 
imposed  on  the  President  to  moke  commnnico- 
tions  on  Booli  anbjeote  as  concern  the  Union, 


Mr.  HiLTim  was  opposed  to  the  printing. 

Mr.  Hawltok  sud  that  this  wss  a  moat  a- 
traordinory  motion,  to  print  a  nonentitf.  Ve 
have  not  the  instmctiona  before  niL  but  htra 
to  ohtun  them  (him  the  Senate.  What  paver 
have  we  to  obtain  lliem  &om  the  Benate,Bt 
the  moment  we  are  going  out  of  politici]  ci- 
istenoe !  Perhaps  the  confidential  leal  of  ibit 
body  was  placed  upon  the  documenb.  He 
thought  the  Panama  miiision  was  innmed,  uid 
that  we  had  attended  its  fimeral— that  it  itA 
gone  to  the  tomb  of  all  the  Capnlets.  Tbera 
had  been  an  attempt  to  entrap  the  other  Hodn, 
and  it  was  a  good  scheme  to  send  it  to  tliii 
House.  Bat  he  hoped  we  should  not  be  twin 
caught  in  the  same  snare.  He  called  upan  tb* 
HoDse  to  come  up  and  vote,  and  asked  tot  tbs 
yeas  and  nays,  which  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Thohpboit  moved  to  lay  the  motiw  lo 
print  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered :  decided  in 
the  affirmative,  as  follows ; 


Cambraleng,  Conoo,  Jehn  0.  Cluk,  (koncr,  Duid, 
Warren  B.  Dm^U,  Oesba,  Doncan,  SuU,  KndUr, 
Floyd  of  Virpuia,  Flojd  of  Qeoivl*,  FonriM,  Irj, 
Ourow,  Green,  Hallock,  Hall,  Eunilton,  Hufej, 
Hajnes,  Hinds,  Hobble,  Hotbun,  Holmti,  Ini^ 
JeuniDgs,  Keese,  Kremei,  Lecompte,  Le*,  Ltimi- 
Btoii,Uagee,  Uonble,  HcCoy,  McIhiSe,  McBttlM, 
UcKean,  Miller,  John  Mitchell,  Thonu  F.  Kdor, 


Huhlenberg,  On-,  Owen,  Folk,  BaniHT,BM 
jer,  She]^«rd,  Stanberry,  Btevenson,  Bte«ai,  _ 
Thempson,  Tresvant,   Turner,   Terpluck,  Ward, 


r,  Tiber, 


BOO,  Aieher,  Annatrong,  Bailey,  Baldwin,  BtriM. 
Hartley,  Isaac  C.  Bates,  Edirord  BalM,  Bddei, 
BUke,  Brent,  Brron,  Bockner,  Bnrgei,  (^iWi 
James  Clark,  Condlct,  Conller,  IMpeper,  Pnyttm, 
Dvight,  Fort,  Healey,  Hunt,  Johns,  laimnce,  Uleb- 
er.  Utile,  Locke,  Long,  Lyou,  Hutell,  Mutiaililc. 
Marvin,  Uclntire,  McLean,  Miner,  Tbonua  B.  Ku^ 
eU,  Newton,  KockoUs,  Pearce,  Keed,  BkhirfW 
Bussell,  Sergeant,  Sleone,  Sndtb,  Smgiw,  BtcnH, 
Stone,  Strong,  TslEoferro,  Taylor,  Tiacj,  TitouB. 
Vinton,  Weemi,  Whipple,  WhitUeeey,  wDde,  «»• 
lluos,  J.  Wilson,  J.  WiNMli,  Woodcock,  Jdia  C- 
Wright— 67. 

AdfOUTKBunL 

Mr,  Wabb  morod  the  nsnal  resolntiw*,  f* 
the  appointment  of  a  committee  to  wait  aa  m 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  inform 
him  that,  if  he  had  no  fhrther  mesMgetosend 
to  them,  the  two  Honses  were  ready  to  ad^m- 
The  rosolntion  was  agreed  to,  and  Mr.  W*ii> 
and  Mr.  Batb,  of  Maaeaohnsetta,  were  ap- 
pointed a  committee  on  the  part  of  tiie  Hoo« 
of  Representatives.  .  ,.. 

Mr.  Wato,  from  tiie  Oommittee  of  tW 
House,  ^pcnnted  to  w^t  on  the  Prendcol,  •»»- 
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aeqnentlj  reported  that  the  oommittee  b&d  per- 
formed that  datj,  and  bad  received  for  answer, 
that  he  had  no  other  oommonioatioD  to  make 
to  tbis  Hoose,  bnt  t 
Tidml  member  bis  s 


A  ICenage  wu  sent  to  the  Senate  to  inform 
it  that  this  Hoose  was  abont  to  a^oam, 

Ur.  HATins  moved  that  this  Honse  do  now 
t^wini ;  which  b«iig  agreed  to. 

The  SnAKiB  monm^  the  Hooae  In  the  fol- 
hmiag  terms: 


liolence  to  the  le«Umi  which  noir  wum  m;  heart, 
if  I  did  not  taia  tUi  occuion  to  eipnos  mj  deap 
■OM  of  gralitiide  for  your  past  coniBdenee  and 
Idiidims,  aod  the  flattering  proof  Just  glreo,  of 
par  MBtiatied  approbatioa  aod  faror. 

Tvo  Tetn  have  elapsed  sinoe  I  had  the  honor  of 
b(iag(Ji«ed  in  this  cWr.  Thu  period  of  Mrriee 
kit  b«eB  distlDguIshed  bf  events  and  circanutaocet 
*cB  MlcoUted  to  render  this  itaUon,  not  only  one 
of  enRDw  delicacT,  but  severe  tespon«bilitj  and 
U«r.  Steady  and  tasting  applause ;  permaneat  and 
nUdiepitatioa ;  oau  CMily  be  acquired  in  a  Mation 


so  eialled,  bj  an  usdevlating  adherence  to  elevated 
piiDdples,  and  by  a  manly,  upright,  and  indepen- 
deoi  iilscharK*Df  its  blffh  and  important  functions. 
Under  the  i[muence  of  these  principleB,  and  a  just 
lUffidenee  In  my  own  quaUBcatiooa,  I  came  to  this 
chair,  with  a  settled  determination  to  pursue  that 
contse  which  should  secure  to  me  the  testimony  of 
my  own  mind,  and  the  approbation  of  every  just 
and  liberal  man.  That  my  elTortfl  have  not  bcea 
wliolly  unavailing,  I  am  this  day  assured  by  the  re- 
newed evidence  of  the  kindness  and  justice  of  the 
House.  I  receive  it  In  the  same  B[^nt  of  kindness 
In  which  il  has  been  oflbied,  and  shall  cherish  It 
through  life  witb  fSelings  of  profoood  nspect  and 
the  deepest  gratitude. 

1^  gentlemen,  in  the  discharge  of  oar  mnltifkrious 
dnties;  it,  amid  the  storm  and  strife  of  passion  or 
of  party  ;  if,  under  the  influence  of  momentary  ex- 
citement or  irritation,  any  thing  unldnd  should  bare 
been  said  or  done,  let  us,  1  entreat  yon,  endeavor  to 
forget  and  forgive  it,  and  let  our  separatioa  (with 
many  of  us  long,  and  with  some  of  ns  forever)  be 
bi  tbe  spirit  of  peace  and  good  wilt,  and  as  becomes 
the  Representativea  of  nrlnoos  and  enlightened 
fteemen.  Ton  irill  oaTrv  with  yon,  gentlemen,  my 
prayera  for  continned  blessings  npon  our  beloved 
country,  and  my  l>ea(  wisiwa  for  yoor  beahh,  pros-    ' 


House  stands  adjourned  si 
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vatabbt  ffstmsmntt  for  t^  Clebnt^  f^iaHtadni  Stnn  anatatamq  -i 
Sir  Stan ,  1S3S. 


[  SFxntt  It2l,  n)t  a 


ANDREW  JACKSOH,  of  T 
JOHN  0.  CALHOUN,  of  South  CMoIina,  Vie*  FmOmt.  (Beeigoed  SSih  December,  IBtS. 


att. — Hixcat  T*it  Boun,  of  New 
York.  Nomiiuted  uid  confirmed  fllh  Hirch,  1826. 
Bengned. — Edwhd  LiTiiraan>N,  of  Loni^ui^  [-^P' 
pointed  24th  May,  1881,  fn  reMW  of  the  " 


I  of  Ate  TtTonffjr. — Samdu. 
of  PeanBylTanU.  Nominated  tnd  confirmed  6th 
Much,  IB29.  Berigiwd,~LoirM  McLahe,  of  DeU- 
wure.  [Appointed  8th  Augnit,  1881,  in  recces  of  the 
Setute ;  Domiii>UoD  cooBrmed  ISth  Juinu?,  1832.] 
Btcrtlanatf  ffar. — JoBxH.  EiTOH,ofTenneBwe, 
Nominated  and  confirmed  9tli  Uardi,  1829.  Beelgn- 
ed. — Lxwts  Cam,  of  Ohio.  [Appointed  Tth  Augnst, 
IBSl,tnreceHof  theSenate.  Nomination oonflrmed 
30th  December,  1881.] 


BKTtianM  if  Hu  yacf.—JoTui  BuircB,  of  N«lh 
Carolina.  Nominated  and  confirmed  Mh  Much, 
1829.'  ReaigDed. — Lin  WooDBtnr,  of  Ne«  Etmf- 
■hire.  [Appointed  8Sd  V*T,  1881,  in  reeen  of  llw 
Senate.  Nomination  ooaSnned  S7th  OecemlKr, 
1881.] 

Foit^alB'  GtaeraL — William  T.  Bakit,  of  Ken- 
tnck;.  Nominated  and  confirmed  Mh  Uirdi, 
18Se. 

AUarmiu  GouroJ^ — Joan  MAcruKtaam  Bnain, 
of  Georg^  Nominated  and  confirmed  9lh  Miidi, 
1829.  Reaigtted. — Rooia  Bnoois  Tanrt,  of  Mtrj- 
land.  [Appointed  SOth  July,  1S31,  in  rec»  of  itu 
Senate.] 


PROCEEDINGS  IN  THE  SENATE.* 


U0NDI.T,  December  7, 1829. 

At  nooD,  the  Honorable  Sahubl  Smith,  of 
Maryland,  Fresident  pro  tempore  of  the  Benate, 
took  the  chair.  The  roll  of  Senators  having 
been  called  over  hj  Walus  Lohbu,  Esq., 
Seoretai7  of  the  Senate,  it  appeared  that  thirty- 
five  membera  were  present. 

l%e  nsnal  tneaaage  vaa  sent  to  the  House  of 
Bepresentativea,  notifying  that  a  qnomm  of  tite 
Senate  had  assembled. 


ICr.  Wmn  tad  Jfr.  Saxtokd  irere  then 
appointed  a  oommittM  to  join  the  oommittee 
of  the  House  of  Bepresent^vea,  to  infonn  the 
President  of  the  United  States  that  qnonimsof 
the  two  Honees  had  assembled,  &o. 

TnBsnAT,  December  S. 

Mr.  White  reported  from  the  J(^t  Can- 

mittee,  that  they  had,  sooordinK   to  ordff, 

waited,  on  the  President  of  the  United  StaU^ 


•  UST  OF  VBUBESS  OF  THE  SENATE. 

John  Holmfla,  FolBg  Bprvott. 

ITta  firimptMra—Sainiul  Ball,  Lad  Woodbnir. 

JrowooAitHMa— KnUumlel  8Uab«,  DuM  WaUtn. 

OhhucMowL— Bamoal  A.  Foot,  (UtIii  Wlll<r. 
S*j>it  Alaad^-HahBmiih  B.  Kilfht,  Atlier  EobblBa 

Fermoiri.— Dndlay  Chiaa,  Hontlo  a«Tiiu»T. 
Snt  Fort— Nithu  Sufiod,  Ohuis  K  Dodlaf . 
JVina  ifiirMV,— Theodora  FnUD^DjHB,  Kihlon  DUw- 

AiHUjrlwiiila.— Williun  Uarki,  Iiue  D.  Banard. 
JMMMra— JahB  IL  CUftoD.    [On*  nuaiwjr.] 
JfiHTbtitd.— Suirael  Bmllh,  EiaUal  F.  a 


Anttt  amUtuL—WlllUm  Bmith,  Robvt  T.  Hajaa 
ff  MKVfo.— Georga  K.  Troop,  Jobs  Fonrtk. 
Aalttciy.— John  Bavu,  Q«ria  ILBIMl 
TtmniHie.—'Sa^  L.  Whlta,  FsUl  fliudy. 
OUo,— Baqjamin  Bag^aa,  Jacob  BoimL 
Limltlmui.--3a6tlx  B.  JohialaB,  Kdward  UtIiIiWi 
AMMxa— Wimam  HnidiKka,  JiUKa  Kabta. 
jnatofpjA-FowhatUB  EUla    [OacTaaMr.] 
nUmoU.—'SaiM  K.  Xana,  Johm  UaLasb 
AIai>ama.—Joba  1IbK1bI«7,  WUllaa  a  Et«(. 
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vbo  replied  that  he  would,  to-daj,  bL  id 
o'dock,  make  a  commnaicatiou  to  eaoh  Hoase 
of  Congnos. 

800D  after  whlck  a  written  Ueflsase 
neeiTed  from  the  Prerident  of  the  Ui 
Stitaa,  hj  Mr.  Dovsuoir,  hia  Becretar^. 


IE  of  th4  Bttuitt 
midofiJn  HouttofRtpntattativtt: 
II  iffoida  me  pIcMiire  to  teoder  mj  frteudlj 


pnUnt  Aa&m  to  which  ;on  hkTe  been  o^Ued  b7  the 
ivJM  of  onr  countrjnieii.  The  tuk  deTolTei  on 
M,  iDdar  a  prorUan  of  Die  conHitotioD,  to  pte- 
mt  to  TOO,  ■■  the  Fedeial  LegUBtnre  of  twenlj- 
bur  WTetrign  Sutea,  and  twelre  milUoiu  of  happj 
pBOfle,  B  liew  of  our  allUr*;  ud  to  propon  lucb 
BcuoHB  u^  in  the  diacbarge  of  my  official  fnnetioiu, 
bin  moeited  themaeirea  u  iiece«ar;  to  pmmote 
the  objceta  of  onr  Umon. 

la  mnainnieating  with  fon,  for  the  lint  time,  it 
Ii,  to  me,  a  acaree  of  nalUgned  ntiefkction,  calling 
fat  mrtial  KratnlatiOD  and  devout  thaoka  to  a 
btnbn  PnrrideDce,  that  we  aie  at  peace  with  all 
■uEiad,  and  that  onr  conntrj  eiliiUla  tlie  most 
eheetii^  evidenoe  of  Keneral  welfare  and  progrea- 
Bit  improrement.  Tumhig  onr  eyea  to  otlier 
KituHia,  oor  great  deiiie  la  to  aee  onr  bretlireD  of 
tbe  human  race  aecorad  in  tlie  bie^nga  eqjofed  b; 
MiMlTtM,  and  adTBncing  in  knowledge,  in  freedom, 
■oil  in  aocial  happineea. 

Onr  foreign  relations,  althottgh  in  tlieir  general 
ehtneter  paciSa  and  fiiendlj,  preaent  aubjecta  of 
iSflenaoe  between  na  and  othar  powera,  of  deep 
iaicreBt,  aa  weU  to  tlie  eonntrj  at  Urge,  at  to  manj 
of  onr  chizena.  To  elTect  an  at^oatmeDt  of  tliese 
iiiall  Gtmtiiiae  to  be  the  ot^ect  of  my  eameat  en- 
deiTon;  and  notwithBtandlDg  llie  difMulllea  of  the 
Uik,  I  do  not  aUow  mjaelf  to  apprehend  imlaTara> 
bit  reealta.  Bleeeed  aa  onr  eonntry  ia  with  erety 
IluDg  wliich  conadtatea  tiatlonal  atrengtli,  ilie  ia 
Mj  »deqoate  to  tlie  maintenance  of  alt  hm  Intersata. 
In  dacliarg^  the  reapondble  trmt  confided  to  the 
EiMotiTe  in  ttda  reapect,  it  ia  my  aattied  porpoae 
to  lA  notlmig  that  la  not  clearly  right,  and  to  anb- 
■dt  to  nothing  tliat  U  wrong ;  and  I  Setter  myaeli^ 
tkit,  nipported  by  tlie  other  branches  of  the  Got- 
(nunent,  and  by  the  intelligence  and  patriotiaoi  of 
tbe  pMide,  we  ahaU  be  able,  under  the  protection 
of  Proridence,  to  oanae  ail  oor  juat  rights  to  be 
nepected. 

Of  the  tinaetlled  matters  between  the  Dniled 
StM<a  ud  otiier  powers,  the  most  prominent  are 
tboae  wliich  haTe,  for  years,  been  the  snbject  of 
aegsliatioD  with  England,  Fiance,  and  Spain.  The 
late  periods  at  wliich  our  Hinisters  to  those  GoTem- 
nients  left  the  United  Statea,  render  it  impossible, 
at  this  earit  day,  to  inform  yon  of  what  lua  been 


ear  ticwb  in  relation  to  the  points  copunilted  t 
negotiation,  and  the  reciprocal  cood  fee^ig  which 
ehmeteriue  oor  interconrae  wlU  those  nations,  we 
haTe  tlie  Iieat  reason  to  hope  for  a  eatisfactory  ad- 
joatment  of  eiistiag  diflbrencea. 

With  Great  Brilun,  alike  diatingnislied  in  peace 
and  war,  wa  may  look  forward  to  years  of  peaceful, 
honorable,  and  derated  competition.  Every  thing 
in  the  eonditioa  and  iuatory  of  the  two  nations  ia 
alcolated  to  inapite  ientimenu  of  mntnal  respect, 


and  to  carry  conviction  to  the  minds  of  both,  that  it 
ia  their  policy  to  preserre  tlie  most  cordial  relations : 
snch  are  my  own  views,  and  it  is  not  to  be  donbted 
that  Buch  are  also  the  prevuling  Bsntimcnta  of  our 
consUtoents.  Allhonni  neither  Ume  nor  oppor- 
tonity  has  been  aSbr&d  for  a  taH  development  of 
the  policy  which  the  present  Cabinet  of  Great 
Britain  deaigni  to  pnraue  towards  thia  country,  I 
indulge  the  hope  that  it  will  be  of  a  jiut  and  pacifio 
character ;  and  if  ttiia  anticipadon  be  rsaliied,  we 
may  look  with  confldeoce  to  a  speedy  and  accepta- 
ble adjustment  of  our  aflaire. 

Under  the  Convention  for  regulating  the  reference 
to  aibiCration  of  the  dinnited  pointa  of  boundary, 
under  the  Sfth  article  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent,  the 
proceedings  have  hitherto  bean  conducted  In  that 
spirit  of  candor  and  liberality  wUch  ought  ever  to 
cbaracteilae  the  acta  of  aovereign  Statea,  seeking  to 
atynat,  by  tba  moat  unexceptionable  meana,  impor- 
Unt  and  delicate  iubjecu  of  contention.  The  fliat 
statements  of  the  parties  have  been  exchanged,  aod 
the  flnal  replication,  on  oor  part,  is  in  a  course  of 
preparation.  Thia  anbject  haa  received  the  atten- 
tion demanded  by  its  great  and  peculiar  importance 
to  a  patriotic  member  of  thia  Confederacy.  The 
eipositioQ  of  oar  rights,  already  made.  Is  auch  as, 
from  the  high  reputation  of  the  eommissioneni  by 
whoDi  ii  haa  been  prepared,  we  tnd  a  right  to  ex- 
pect. Our  intercatf  at  the  court  oi  the  Sovereign 
who  has  evinced  his  Iriendly  disposition,  by  aaautn- 
ins  the  delicate  task  of  arbitration,  have  been  com- 
mitted to  a  citixen  of  the  State  of  Maine,  whose 
character,  taleuta,  and  Intimate  acquaintance  witb 
the  subject,  eminently  qualify  him  for  so  responsible 
a  trust.  With  full  confidence  in  the  justice  of  our 
—lose,  and  in  the  probity.  Intelligence,  and  uncom- 
'oml^g  Independence  of  the  illustrious  aibitrator, 
t  can  bare  nothing  to  apprehend  from  the  re- 
Jt. 

Jrtttn  Prance,  onr  audent  ally,  we  have  a  right 
to  expect  that  Joatiee  which  becomes  the  Bovereisn 
of  a  powerfy,  Intelligent,  and  magnanimous  people. 
The  beneficial  effects  praduced  by  tlie  ComnMrcial 
CoBTentioQ  of  18SS,  limited  as  are  Its  provimons, 
are  too  obvious  not  to  make  a  salutary  impression 
upon  tbe  minds  of  those  who  are  charged  with  the 
administration  of  her  Government.  Should  this 
resolt  induce  a  disposition  to  embrace,  to  their  full 
'  lot,  tbe  wholesome  principles  which  constitute 
commercial  policy,  our  Minister  to  that  Court 
will  be  found  inairucced  to  cherish  such  a  disposi- 
tion, aod  to  aid  in  conducting  it  to  useful  pmalical 
conclusions.  The  claims  of  our  citizens  for  depre- 
dations upon  their  property,  long  since  comniitted, 
nnder  the  authority,  and,  in  many  instances,  by  the 
express  direction  of  the  then  existing  Goveroment 
of  France,  remain  unsaliiSed ;  and  must,  therefore, 
continue  to  furnish  a  subject  of  unpleasant  discus- 
sion, and  poHstble  coilision  between  the  two  Gov- 
ernmenia.  I  cherish,  however,  a  lively  hope,  foaod- 
ed  aa  well  on  the  validity  of  those  claims,  and  the 
established  policy  of  all  enlightened  Qovemments, 
on  tbe  known  Integrity  of  the  French  monarch, 
at  the  injurious  delays  of  the  past  will  find  redress 
the  equity  of  the  future.  Our  Minister  has  been 
instructed  to  press  these  demands  00  tbe  French 
Govemntent  with  all  the  earnestness  which  is  called 
for  by  their  importance  and  irrefutable  justice  ;  and 
in  a  spirit  that  will  evince  the  respect  which  is  due 
to  the  feelings  of  thoae  from  whom  the  satisfaction 
required. 
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ABRIDGMENT  OP  THB 

Tin  Pmidmet  Jtaiagt. 


Out  Hlal«t«t  rAccntt;  »ppoial«d  to  Sp»ia,  hu 
been  Butboriied  to  urist  in  remoTlng  evila  iliks 
InjurioQi  to  both  countries,  either  bj  conclndiDg  > 
CoamiercI&]  CoDvention  upon  Ub«nl  Hid  Tedprwid 
teroiB ;  or  bj  arging  the  MCeplanoc,  in  Itiefr  fni! 
eiteut,  of  tbe  mutually  bene&^I  proTUoni  of  our 
DKTlgation  acts.  H«  hu  alio  been  )nstTnet«d  to 
iDnke  ■.  (Urther  kppeal  to  tlM  joadcs  of  Sp^n,  In 
behalf  of  our  citizens,  for  indemnity  for  spoUaUons 
upon  our  commerae,  committed  uader  her  ftutborlty 
— an  Appeal  wbioh  tbe  paciAc  uid  llbenl  coune 
obserred  on  our  part,  and  k  due  oonfldence  In  the 
honor  of  that  GoTerameDt,  antboriie  us  to  expect 
will  not  be  made  in  Ttdn. 

With  Dtber  European  Towert  ottr  InteroourM  is 
on  the  most  friendly  foo^g.  In  Biuola,  plaoed'bj 
her  territorial  limits,  oitendTe  population,  aod 
great  power,  high  in  the  ruk  of  oatioD*,  Ihs  United 
States  hare  always  fiinnd  k  itead&s(  Mend.  Al- 
though her  recent  IhtuJod  of  Turkey  smkened  • 
Ureiy  sympsthf  for  those  who  were  exposed  to  the 
desolations  of  wsr,  we  cannot  but  anUctpate  that 
the  result  will  prove  bvor^le  t«  the  cause  of  eivil- 
iiatlon,  and  to  the  progren  of  human  happiness. 
The  treaty  of  peace,  between  these  powers,  having 
been  ratified,  we  cannot  be  insensible  to  tbe  great 
beneBt  to  be  derived  to  the  commerce  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  from  niJocUng  the  navigation  of  ths 
Black  Sea,  a  free  passage  Into  which  is  seonred  to 
bD  merchant  vessels  bound  to  ports  of  Rusda  nnder 
a  flag  of  peace  with  tbe  Porte.  Tbla  advantage, 
enjoyed  upon  coQdlUooi,  by  most  of  the  powers  of 
Europe,  has  hitherto  been  withheld  from  us.  Dar- 
ing the  past  Summer,  an  antecedent,  but  unsnccen- 
M  attempt  to  obtain  it,  wsa  renewed,  under  circum- 
stances which  promissd  the  most  &vorabte  resolta. 
Although  these  resnlta  have  fortunately  been  thus 
In  part  attained,  fiuther  Ikcilltles  to  the  enjoyment 
of  this  new  field  for  the  enterpnae  of  our  citizens 
arc,  in  my  o^union,  snOcleDtly  deairable  t«  ensure 
to  them  our  most  lealoos  atlentioD. 

Our  trade  with  Aostria,  altboogh  of  leetmdary 
importance,  has  been  gradoaUy  IncTMidDK.  «id  is 
DOW  so  extended  as  to  deaerte  tbe  foMenng  care 
of  the  Government.  A  negotiation,  comnienced 
and  nearly  completed  with  that  power  by  the  late 
AdministratioD,  has  been  consummated  by  a  treaty 
of  amity,  navigation,  and  commerce,  wliich  will  be 
laid  tiefore  the  Senate. 

Daring  the  t«ce«B  of  Congress,  onr  dli^omatie  re- 
lations with  Portugal  have  i>een  resomed.  The 
peculiar  state  of  things  in  that  coonliy  oansed  a 
suspension  of  the  iceoguiUoti  of  the  Representative 
who  presented  himself^  nntil  an  opportonity  was 
had  to  obtain  from  onr  official  organ  there,  infor> 
mation  regarding  tbe  actual,  and,  as  Gtr  as  piaoli- 
cable,  prospective  condition  of  the  aathority  by 
wMch  the  representative  in  onestioa  was  appointed. 
This  luformation  being  lecdred,  the  application  of 
tbe  established  rule  of  our  Qovemment,  in  like 
cases,  was  no  longer  witfabeld. 

Conslderablo  advances  have  been  made  dming 
the  present  year,  in  the  at^ustment  of  clums  of  our 
dtizeiu  upon  Denmark  for  spoliatioDi ;  bnt  all  that 
we  have  a  right  to  demand  from  that  Qovemment, 
in  their  behalf  baa  not  yet  been  conceded.  From 
the  liberal  footing,  however,  upon  which  this  sob- 
)ect  has,  with  the  ^iprobntion  of  the  cisimants,  been 
placed  by  the  Government,  together  with  the  nni- 
ibrmly  jtut  and  friendly  disposition  which  has  been 
evinced  by  His  Danish  lEfJesty,  there  la  a  reason- 


able groond  to  hope  that  this  aingte  subject  of  ttt 
ferenoe  will  speedily  be  removed. 

Our  relations  wiUi  the  Barbai7  Fowm  oaotin«^ 
as  they  hare  long  been,  of  the' most  lavorsUs  elH^ 
acter.  The  poHo;  of  keeping  an  adsqnale  fbica  ia 
the  Mediterranean,  ••  aeourity  for  the  contioMsce 
of  this  tranqoiUity,  will  be  persevered  in;  as  well 
aa  a  similar  one  for  tliepiotectioitof  oarooBBwm 
and  fisheries  in  the  Pacific 

The  Bontfaem  Repuhlica  of  onr  own  hemiqibnt 
have  not  yet  reaiiied  all  the  advantagta  fi»  wludi 
they  have  been  so  long  straggUng.  We  tnot, 
however,  that  the  day  Is  not  distant  when  tbe  ttsl» 
ration  of  peace  and  Internal  qidet,  nnder  pecmasmt 
systems  m  Ootetnment,  Mcntiiu  the  merty,  sad 
promoting  the  h^pinc  of  Om  ttlixeiia,  wiD  avn 
with  complete  ■nceesa  their  long  and  ardDonst&cH 
In  tbe  eanae  of  ielf-govenunent,  and  enable  n  to 
safaile  tbem  aa  friendly  rivals  In  all  that  is  traly 
great  and  glorion*. 

The  recent  invauon  of  Hexloo,  and  tbe  effect  tho*' 
bf  produced  upon  her  domestio  pt^y,  BUtit  havt 
a  contrdUng  infinence  npon  the  great  qnestioB  of 
South  Ameman  emaoe^Uon.  We  have  seen  (te 
tell  spirit  of  dvll  rtiiwrnsinn  rebuked,  and,  periupt, 
forever  stifled  in  that  republic,  by  the  love  of  lode- 
pendenoe.  If  It  be  tme,  aa  appearancea  straul; 
Indicate,  that  the  niirit  of  independenes  Is  UM 
master  sfririt;  and  if  a  conespondhig  seotiDeat 
prevails  in  the  other  But««,  thia  davotiim  to  lfl»ti 
cannot  be  without  a  ^oper  effect  nptni  ths  coai- 
cLls  of  the  mother  ooontry.  Tbe  adoption,  by 
Spain,  of  a  pacific  policy  towards  her  Ibmer  eol> 
nlea — an  event  conso^Dg  to  bnmaoltT,  and  a  blc»  i 
iug  to  the  worid,  in  which  die  benelf  cannet  bS 
largely  to  participate— may  be  noet  reaaoaaUj  ci- 

The  claims  of  onr  oitiiens  npon  the  Sooth  Ado- 
ican  Qovemments,  generally,  are  in  a  train  of  M- 
tlement;  iriiile  the  princip^  part  of  those  npca 
BniU  have  been  a^nated ;  and  a  Decree  ia  Cooa- 
cil,  ordering  bonds  to  be  ismed  by  the  Miiiisto  of 
the  Ti^aanry  Uk  tbdr  amount,  baa  received  tkt 
aanetioa  of  hla  Imperial  M«Jeat;.    Tliis  eveat,  » 

er  with  the  exchange  of  the  ratlfleatiooa  of  (he 
y  negotiated  and  coocladed  in  1818,  btpHT 
tenmnalee  ail  aerions  c*uaes  of  dUfteence  wiih  usi      i 

Measures  have  been  taken  to  jdaoe  oar  cenM'' 
clal  relations  with  Pero  npon  a  better  footing  ihu 
that  upon  which  thev  have  hitherto  rested;  sBd,il  | 
mot  by  a  proper  dispodtion  on  the  part  of  IW 
Qovenment,  important  benefits  may  be  secsitd  lo 
both  eounttlee.  . 

Deeply  Interested  ss  we  are  in  the  ptMVerity  of 
onr  sister  Republics,  and  more  particnlsriy  Ik  tl>^ 
of  oar  imme^te  neighbor,  it  woold  be  bumI  gw 
fying  to  me,  vrere  I  permitted  to  say,  thst  ths  . 
treatment  which  we  have  reoeived  at  her  hands  IM 
been  as  onivemlly  friendly  as  the  etriysndcM-  | 
stant  BoUcitade  matufested  by  the  United  States  fw 
her  auocese  gave  us  a  right  to  expect  But  it  be> 
coma  my  duty  to  hifbrm  yon  that  pr^ndicea,  long 
Indulged,  by  a  portion  of  itie  inhabiiaoU  of  MexiM 
agautst  tbe  Envay  BitiaordhiBTy  sod  UhMer  FM- 
iMlentiary  of  the  United  Sutea,  have  had  an  o>- 
forbmale  influence  upon  the  afiin  of  the  tn 
conntries ;  and  have  dimiidshed  thst  osefuhiea  U 
bis  own  which  was  Justly  to  be  expected  &ow  "• 
talents  and  leaL  To  this  cause,  in  a  great  d(gr««i 
is  to  be  imputed  the  &llnre  of  seveial  mesanrcs 
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«qult;  loWKaliiig  to  both  partlea ;  but  puticnlarij 
(hat  of  tba  Ueiinn  GortnuneDt  to  ntJfy  « treaty 
ntgotutad  and  concluded  Id  Its  own  Mpitol  and 
mdcr  ita  own  e;p.  Under  these  ctroamBtuices,  it 
ippared  eipcdient  to  give  to  Kr.  Polniett  the  op- 
fim  ciiber  to  return  or  not,  u,  in  bit  Jadgment, 
the  ml«mt  of  bil  coantr;  might  require  ;  and  in- 
■Dictions  to  that  end  were  prepared ;  but,  before 
Ibe;  could  be  deapatched,  a  eommunicatton  wu  re- 
ednd  from  the  (^orerniDeDt  of  Ueilco,  tlirough  its 
Cbtrj6  d'Aflairea  here,  requMling  the  recall  of  oar 
3liniiter.  Tliia  wa«  prompClj  comgdied  with  ;  and 
*  ifprcMntatiTe,  of  a  rmnk  Gorreiponding  with  that 
«t  the  If  ezican  DiplomatiD  A^ent  near  tUs  Gotem- 
Dcnt,  waa  appointed.  Our  conduct  towards  that 
Bfpnblle  has  been  nnlfonnlj  of  the  moet  biendir 
duruter,  and,  haling  thni  remoTod  th«  odIj  »1- 
^ed  obatacle  to  harmoniottt  Intereotuae,  I  eaonot 
but  hope  that  an  adrantageoua  change  will  occur  in 

Id  jintice  to  Kr.  Polniett,  It  is  proper  to  ny,  that 
m;  immediate  compliance  with  the  application  for 
his  recall,  and  the  appointment  of  a  Bacceaeor,  are 
Dot  to  be  ascribed  to  any  eTidence  that  the  imputa- 
tion  of  in  improper  interference  by  him,  in  the  local 
poUQci  of  Heiico,  was  well  founded ;  nor  to  a  want 
rfeooSdeiKe  in  bis  talents  or  Integrity ;  and  to  add, 
lint  the  troth  of  that  charge  has  neTsr  been  afBrm- 
«d  by  the  Federal  OoTenunent  of  Hezioa,  in  its 

I  eonrider  it  one  of  the  moat  nrgent  of  my  duties 
to  bring  to  jODT  attention  the  pn^riety  of  amend- 
ing (hat  part  of  our  conttitntlon  which  relates  to 
tilt  election  of  President  and  Tice  Preddent.  Our 
ipitm  of  govenunent  was,  by  its  fiwnera,  deemed 
in  eiperiment ;  and  they,  therefbre,  consistently 
pTmiiied  a  mode  of  remediing  its  defects. 

To  the  people  belongs  the  right  of  electing  tbeir 
Chief  lUgistrate :  it  was  never  designed  that  their 
ehdce  sbonld,  in  any  case,  lie  defeatad,  cither  by 
flu  interrention  of  electoral  colleges,  or  by  tbe 
•gene;  confided,  under  certain  contingenciea,  to 
tin  Hotise  of  RepreaentatlTea.  Kiperience  prores, 
that,  in  proportion  u  agents  to  eiecate  the  wiU  of 
tbe  pet^Ie  are  multiplied,  there  la  danger  of  tbeir 
•ishes  bein;  frustrated.  Bome  m^  be  nnfdtbfiil ; 
in  are  UabLs  to  err.  So  far,  therefore,  as  tbe  peo- 
ple can,  with  conTeoience,  speak,  it  is  safer  for 
(hem  to  express  their  own  wilL 

Tlia  nnmber  of  aspirants  to  the  Presidency,  and 
the  diieisity  of  the  interests  which  may  Wuence 
th^  ckims,  lears  little  reason  to  expect  a  choice 
in  the  first  instance :  and,  in  that  event,  tbe  elec- 
tion must  deTolve  on  the  Honse  of  Bepresentatlves, 
vbere,  it  is  obrioiu,  the  wlil  of  the  people  nay  not 
be  ilwiys  ascertained ;  or,  if  ascertained,  may  not 
be  rcgirded.  From  the  mode  of  voting  by  Stales, 
the  choice  is  to  be  made  by  twenty-fonivotes;  and 
it  mij  often  occur,  that  one  of  these  may  be  con- 
trolled by  an  individiud  representative.  Honors 
and  offices  are  at  tbe  disposal  of  the  successful  can- 
didite.  Bepeated  ballotings  may  make  it  apparent 
that  1  sjngle  individaal  faiddB  the  cast  in  his  hand. 
Hay  he  not  be  tempted  to  name  his  reward  1  Bat 
erea  withont  corruption — suppoatng  the  probity  of 
tbe  Beprewntadve  to  be  proof  against  the  powerful 
■iHitiTea  ^j  vhicli  be  may  be  assuled — the  will  of- 
the  people  is  still  constantly  liable  to  be  misrepre- 
MQted.  One  may  err  bam  ignorance  of  tbe  wishes 
of  hiioonstitnenta;  another  from  accnviction  that 
it  is  Ins  duty  to  be  gOTenied  by  his  own  judgment 


of  the  Atneas  of  the  cradtdales:  fbuilly,  altliongh 
aU  were  infleiiblr  honest — all  aocnratsly  liubmed  of 
the  wishes  of  their  constinents — yet,  nnder  the 
preieot  mode  of  electton,  a  minority  may  often 
elect  the  President ;  and  when  this  happens,  it  may 
reaoonably  be  ezpeoted  that  efforts  will  be  made  on 
the  part  iS  the  n^ortty  to  rectify  this  injnrions  op- 
eration of  th^  Institutions.  But  although  no  enl 
of  this  charaoter  diould  result  from  sach  a  perver- 
sion  of  the  first  principle  of  our  system — that  tht 
mmrity  u  to  gOBtm — it  must  be  very  certain  that 
a  Preddent  elected  by  a  minority  cannot  eqjoy  the 
confidence  necessary  to  the  successful  discharge  of 
his  duties. 

In  this,  as  in  all  other  matters  of  public  concern, 
policy  requires  that  as  few  impediments  as  posmble 
should  exist  to  tbe  free  operatiou  of  tbe  public  wilL 
Let  us,  then,  endeavor  >o  to  amend  our  syattmi,  as 
that  tbe  office  of  Chief  Kagiatrate  may  not  be  con- 
ferred upon  any  citlaen  but  in  pursuance  of  a  lair 
expression  of  the  will  of  tbe  mqority. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  such  an  amend- 
ment of  the  constitation  as  may  remove  all  inter- 
mediate agency  in  the  election  of  Premdent  and 
Tice  President.  Tbe  mode  may  be  so  regulated 
as  to  preserve  to  each  State  its  present  relative 
weight  in  the  election ;  and  a  failure  in  the  first  at- 
tempt may  be  provided  for,  by  confining  the  second 
to  a  choice  between  the  two  bigbeet  cauAdates. 
In  connection  with  inch  an  amendment,  it  would 
seem  advisable  to  limit  the  service  of  the  Chief 
Ifagistrate  to  a  dngle  term,  of  either  four  or  six 
years.  If,  however,  It  shonld  not  be  adopted,  it  is 
worthy  of  coDlideratian  whether  a  provision  dis- 
qnallfjiing  for  olBce  tbe  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress on  whom  such  an  election  may  have  devolv- 
ed, would  not  be  proper. 

Wtdle  members  of  Congress  can  be  constitution- 
ally apptdnted  to  olBces  of  trust  and  profit,  it  will 
be  tbe  practice,  even  tinder  tbe  most  cousdentious 
adherence  to  duty,  to  select  them  for  such  stations 
as  Uiey  are  believed  to  be  better  qualified  to  fill 
than  other  citiienB ;  but  the  purity  of  our  Oovern- 
mant  vould  doubtless  be  promoted  by  tbeir  exclu- 
non  from  all  appointments  in  the  gift  of  the  Presi- 
dent in  wboae  election  they  nwy  have  been  offlciallj 
concerned.  Tbe  natnre  of  the  ju^cial  office,  and 
the  neceanty  of  seouring  In  the  Cabinet  and  in  dip- 
lomatic stations  of  the  liighest  rank,  the  beat  tal- 
ents and  political  experience,  should,  perhaps,  ex- 
cept these  from  the  exeladon. 

There  are  prhapa  few  men  who  can  for  any 
great  Imgth  of  time  eiyoy  office  and  power  without 
bung  more  or  less  mider  tbe  influence  of  feelings 
un&vdrable  to  a  faithful  discharge  of  their  publb 
duties,  f  heir  integrity  may  be  proof  against  im- 
proper considerations  immediately  addressed  to 
themiwlves ;  but  tiiey  are  apt  to  acquire  a  habit  of 
loolting  with  fatdiflerence  upon  tbe  public  interests, 
and  of  tolerating  conduct  from  which  an  tmprac- 
tiaed  man  would  revolt.  Office  is  considered  as  a 
specie*  of  property  j  and  Qovernment  rather  as  a 
means  of  promoting  individual  interest,  than  is  an 
instmment  created  solely  for  the  service  of  the 
people.  Cormption  in  some,  and,  in  others,  a  per- 
verdon  of  correct  feelings  and  principles,  divert 
Government  from  its  legitimate  ends,  and  make  it 
an  engine  for  the  support  of  the  few  at  the  expense 
of  the  many.  The  duties  of  all  public  officers  are, 
or,  at  least,  admit  of  being  made,  so  pla^  and 
simpls,  that  men  of  intelligence  may  readily  qualify 
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themselves  for  their  performuice;  and  I  cannot 
but  beliere  that  morels  lost  bj  the  loDKCOOtioa- 
ance  of  men  in  office,  than  is  generally  to  be  gained 
bj  their  experience.  I  submit,  therefore,  to  jour 
consideratioa,  whether  the  efficiency  of  the  Got- 
omioeiit  would  not  be  promoted,  aod  official  indus- 
try and  integrity  better  aecurad^by  a  general  ex- 
tension of  the  law  which  limitt  appointmenta 
four  jeais. 

In  a  coimtry  wbero  offices  are  created  solely  for 
the  beoefit  of  the  people,  no  one  man  has  any 
hitrinaia  right  to  official  atation  tbaa  another, 
fices  were  not  eitablished  to  give  support  to  partic- 
ular men,  at  the  public  expense.  No  individual 
wrong  is  therefore  done  by  removal,  rince  neitht 
appointment  to,  nor  continuMioe  in  office,  is  matte 
of  rigbt  The  Incumbent  became  an  officer  with 
view  to  public  benefits ;  and  when  these  require  his 
removal,  they  are  not  to  be  sacrificed  to  private  !□■ 
tereats.  It  ia  the  peocJe,  and  tbey  alooe,  who  have 
■  right  to  complain,  wheo  a  bad  officer  is  substituted 
for  a  good  one.  He  who  is  removed  has  the 
means  of  obtidoing  a  living  that  are  enjoyed  by  the 
millions  wbo  never  held  office.  The  proposed  llmi- 
taUon  would  destroy  the  idea  of  propertf,  now  so 
geoerally  connected  with  official  sta&on ;  and,  a]. 
Miough  individual  distress  may  be  sometimes  pro- 
duced, it  would,  by  promoting  that  rotatioo  which 
coDBiitutes  a  leading  princi^  in  the  republican 
Dreed,  pvc  healthful  acltOQ  to  the  sjstem. 

No  very  considerable  change  has  occuitmI,  dar- 
ing the  recess  of  Congress,  in  the  condition  of  ather 
our  AgricnlCure,  Conunerce,  or  Hannfacturea.  The 
operation  of  the  Tariff  has  not  proved  so  iigaiions 
to  the  two  former,  nor  as  beneficial  to  the  lall«r,  u 
wasaolioipated.  Importatioos  of  foreigD  goods  have 
not  been  sensibly  (Uminished,  while  domestie  com- 
petition, under  an  illusive  exutemcnt,  hss  increased 
the  production  much  beyond  tbe  demand  for  home 
consumption.      The  consequences  have  been  low 

¥  rices,  temporary  embaitasament,  and  partial  loo. 
hat  aucb  of  our  manuGuturiog  establisfaments  as 
are  based  upon  capital,  and  are  prudently  managed, 
will  survive  the  shock,  and  be  ultimatelf  profitable, 
there  is  no  good  reason  to  doubt. 

To  regulate  its  conduct,  so  as  to  promote  equally 
the  prosperity  of  these  three  cardinal  interests,  is 
one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  of  Government ;  and 
it  may  b«  regretted  that  the  complicated  reslrlo- 
tions  which  now  embarrass  the  intercourse  of  n^ 
tions,  coutd  not  by  comnon  consent  be  abolished, 
and  commerce  allowed  to  flow  in  those  channels  to 
which  individnal  enterprise— always  Its  surest  guide 
— might  direct  it.    Bat  we  must  ever  expect  selflsb 

XlatioQ  in  other  nations,  and  are  therefore  com- 
d  to  adapt  oar  own  to  their  reKulations,  in  the 
nunner  best  calculated  to  avoid  serious  injury,  and 
to  hkrmonlie  the  conflicdng  intoresta  of  our  agri- 
culture, onr  commerce,  and  oor  manufacturea. 
Under  these  impressions,  I  hivite  yoor  attention  to 
the  existing  Tariff,  believing  that  some  of  Its  pri>- 
viswns  require  modificatioa. 

The  general  rule  to  be  applied  m  gradoatlng  the 
duties  upon  articles  of  foreign  growth  or  nunn- 
facture,  is  that  which  will  jSxM  oar  own  in  fair 
competition  with  those  of  other  countries ;  and  the 
bducementa  to  advance  even  a  step  beyond  this 
poin^  are  controlling  in  regard  to  those  articles 
which  are  of  primary  necessity  in  Ume  of  war. 
When  we  reflect  upon  the  difficulty  and  delicacy  of 
tbli  operAtiou,  it  Is  Important  that  it  should  never 


be  attempted  but  with  the  ntmoet  caotion.  ¥tt- 
qnent  le^slation  in  regard  to  any  branch  of  m- 
dustry,  sA'ectlDg  its  value,  and  by  which  its  capita] 
may  be  transferred  to  new  chaoneU,  must  always 
be  productive  of  hazardous  epeculation  ud  lost. 

In  deliberating,  therefore,  on  these  Intertstag 
subject*,  local  £ehngs  and  prejudicM  shoeld  be 
merged  in  the  patriotic  determination  to  pccmate 
the  great  interests  of  tbe  whole.  AH  attonpto  lo 
connect  them  with  the  partj  coofiicts  of  the  day, 
are  necessarily  injurioua,  and  should  be  discoun. 
tenaoced.  Our  acUon  upon  them  should  be  undrr 
the  control  of  higher  oud  purer  motives.  Leglds- 
tion,  subjected  to  such  Infioences,  can  never  be  jut, 
and  will  not  lon^  retain  the  sanction  of  a  peopki 
whose  acdve  pstnotUm  is  not  bouodedbj  MClioul 
limits,  nor  insensible  to  that  spirit  of  eonceudoD  and 
forbearance  which  gave  life  to  our  political  coin- 
pact,  aod  still  sustains  it.  Discardiog  all  cdcula- 
tions  of  political  ascendency,  tbe  North,  tbe  Sondt, 
the  East,  aod  the  West,  should  unite  in  Hhnrninkiiig 
anv  burthen,  of  which  either  may  justly  com^ML 

The  agricultural  interest  of  our  oonntry  is  so 
essentially  connected  with  every  other,  and  so  n- 
perior  in  importance  to  them  all,  that  it  Is  aesnielj 
necessary  to  invite  to  it  ;our  particular  attcntjoo. 
It  is  principally  as  manufactures  and  cotnnierce 
tend  to  increase  the  value  of  agricultural  produc- 
tions, and  to  extend  their  application  to  the  wanU 
and  comforts  of  society,  that  they  doeerve  tbe 
fbstering  care  of  GovemmenL 

Looking  forward  to  tbe  period,  not  far  distsnl, 
when  a  duking  ftind  will  no  longer  be  reqmre^  tlie 
dnUes  on  those  articles  of  importation  which  eaanSt 
come  in  eompetltioo  with  oor  own  pnidaetioiu,  Sfs 
the  first  that  should  engage  the  attention  of  Cen- 
gress  in  the  modification  of  the  TarifC  Of  these, 
tea  and  coflee  an  the  most  prominetit:  they  entsr 
largely  Into  tbe  consumption  of  the  conntiy,  ud 
have  become  articles  of  necessity  to  all  rlsrrsm  A 
reduction,  therefore,  of  the  existtne  dudes,  vOt 
be  felt  u  a  common  benefit ;  bat,  uke  aO  otbtr 
legislation  connected  with  eommerce,  to  be  eEca- 
cious,  and  not  injurious,  ft  should  be  gradual  mi 
certain. 

Tbe  public  prosperity  it  evinced  In  the  increased 

ivenue,  arising  from  the  sales  of  the  public  lind^ 
and  In  the  steady  maintenance  of  that  produced  by 
imposts  and  tonnage,  notwithstanding  tbe  addidoDU 
duties  Imposed  bv  the  Act  of  I9th  of  Hay,  \SiS, 
and  the  nnusu^  hnportations  in  the  eariy  part  of 
that  year. 

The  balance  in  the  Treasnn  on  the  Ist  of  Ju- 
uary,  1828,  was  five  millions  nine  hundred  and  sev- 
enty-two thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty  five  dol- 
Ian  and  eighty-one  cents.  The  receipts  of  the 
current  year  are  esUmated  at  twenty-four  milEaiit 
six  hundred  and  two  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty  dollars,  and  the  eipenditarea  fbr  the  ssmc 
time  at  twenty-six  milliODS  one  hundred  and  siity- 
four  thousand  five  hnndred  and  ninety-five  ddkis ; 
leaving  abalance  in  the  Treasury  on  the  1st  of  Jan- 
nary  next,  of  foni  millions  four  hniidi«d  and  trn 
thousand  and  seventy  dollars,  eighty-one  cents. 

There  will  have  been  paid,  on  account  of  U>e 
public  debt,  during  tbe  present  year,  the  sun  of 
Brelve  millions  four  hundred  and  five  thousand  and 
five  dollars  and  eighty  oenta ;  redocEng  the  whole 
debt  of  tbe  Government,  on  the  first  of  January 
next,  to  forty-eigfat  millions  five  hnndred  and  siily- 
five  thoUMnd  four  hundnd  and  nx  dollBi*  and  fi^y 
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tenia,  includiDg  Mreb  milliooB  of  five  per  cent. 
•tack,  (ubacribed  to  the  Bank  of  the  Untteil  St&tea. 
The  ptyment  on  mccoont  of  the  pnbUo  debt,  mtde 
on  the  SrM  of  Jul]'  last,  wu  eEght  miUioiu  eeyea  hun- 
dred mi  fifteen  thouund  four  huodred  and  uity- 
KO  dottirs  and  msblj-BCTeii  cenU.  It  was  appre- 
knded  that  the  sudden  withdrawal  of  ao  large  a 
<ni  from  the  buika  in  which  it  was  deposited,  at  a 
liae  of  imomal  pressore  in  the  money  market, 
nqht  eaoBe  much  iqjiuy  to  tb«  iiiterem  dependent 
on  >aiik  acoonunodaliona.  But  this  evU  *•«  wholly 
mtti  bj  an  early  antidpation  of  it  at  the  Treas- 
nj,  lided  by  the  judidoua  arraDgeiaeiita  of  the 
offlcm  of  the  Bank  of  the  Coiled  Btatea. 

ThisMate  of  the  finances  exhibits  the  resoorcci 
of  the  nation  in  an  aspect  highly  flattering  to  its 
bdaitrjand  anspiciona  of  the  ability  of  Oovem- 
ntnt,  ina  very  short  time,  to  eitingukh  the  poblic 
debt.  Vhen  this  shall  be  done,  oar  poptuatioa 
will  be  rdieTed  from  a  coomderabls  portion  of  its 
pcTttut  biTthens,  and  will  find,  not  onl;  new  mo- 
titca  to  pttriotic  aflecUon,  but  adiUtional  meims 
far  (lie  diepaj  of  indiTidual  enterprise.  The  fiscal 
power  of  th*  States  will  also  be  increasedi,  and  may 
be  more  eiteimvelj  exerted  in  faTor  of  educadon 
ud  other  puttie  objects,  white  ample  means  will  re- 
■nam  in  the  Fider^  OoTeranienC  to  promote  the 
lenenl  weal,  inall  the  modes  permitted  to  its  »n- 

Afier  the  extncUon  of  the  public  debt  it  is  not 
probable  that  anj  adjustment  of  the  tariff  upon 
piDcIples  aatisEwtuj  to  the  people  of  the  Unioo, 
■in,  ontil  a  remote  period,  if  erer,  leave  the  Got- 
erament  without  a  considerable  surplus  In  the  Treas- 
ury, b«yoDd  what  maf  be  required  for  its  current 
Mrrice.  As,  then,  the  period  approaches  when  the 
application  of  the  reTeaoe  to  the  payment  of  debt 
wiU  cease,  tti«  disposition  of  the  surplos  will  present 
a  (object  for  the  serious  ieliberation  of  CoDgress  ; 
and  it  may  be  fortunate  br  the  country  that  it  is 
ytt  to  be  decuded.  Considered  in  connection  with 
the  dmcnltics  which  lisTe  heretofore  attended  ap. 
ptopriatiooa  for  purposes  of  btemal  improvement, 
and  with  those  irhich  this  experience  tells  us  will 
oertuoly  arise,  whenever  power  over  SQch  subjects 
may  be  exercised  by  the  Genenl  GoTemment,  it  is 
hoped  that  it  may  l^d  to  the  adtption  of  eome  plan 
wbieh  will  reconcile  the  diversified  interests  of  the 
States,  and  strengthen  the  bonds  ohich  unite  them. 
Every  member  of  the  Union,  in  peace  and  in  war, 
will  t>e  benefited  by  the  improrelaent  of  inland 
navigation  and  the  construction  of  highways  in  the 
eevenl  States.  Let  ds,  then,  endeavor  to  attain 
this  benefit  in  a  mode  nbicb  will  b«  satisfactory 
alL  That  hitherto  adopted  has,  by  many  of  our  f 
lowodiens,  been  deprecated  as  an  infraction  of  the 
coostitntion^  while,  by  othen,  It  has  been  viewed  ai 
ineipedieat.  All  feel  that  it  has  been  employed  al 
the  expense  of  harmony  in  the  legislative  councils. 
To  avoid  these  evils,  it  appears  to  me  that  the 
moctnfe,  just,  and  federal  diepowtion  which  could 
be  made  of  the  surplus  revenue,  would  be  its  appor- 
tioniDent  among  the  several  States  according  to 
their  ratio  of  representation ;  and,  shonld  this  i 
nrc  not  be  found  warranted  by  the  conatitt 
that  it  would  be  expedient  to  propose  to  the  States 
an  ameadment  autboriung  it.  I  regard  an  appeal 
to  the  source  of  power,  in  cases  of  real  donbt,  and 
wbeie  its  exercise  is  deemed  indispensable  to  the 
general  welfare,  as  among  the  moat  sacred  of  all  our 
obUgations,     Upon  this  country,  more  than  any 


a 


other,  has,  in  the  providence  of  God,  been  east  the 
special  guardianship  of  the  great  prindple  of  adher- 
ence to  written  constitatiocs.  If  it  fail  here,  all 
hope  in  regard  to  it  will  be  extinguished.  That 
this  was  intended  to  be  a  Oovemment  ofUmited  and 
specific,  and  not  general  powers,  must  b«  admitted 
by  all ;  and  it  is  oar  duty  to  preserve  for  it  the 
character  intended  by  its  framers.  If  experience 
points  out  the  necessity  for  an  enlargement  of  these 
power*,  let  us  apply  for  it  to  those  for  whose  ben- 
efit it  is  to  be  exercised;  and  not  undeimlne  the 
whole  system  by  a  resort  to  overstrained  constnio- 
tions.  The  scheme  has  worked  welL  It  has  ex- 
ceeded the  hopes  of  those  who  devised  it,  and  be- 
le  an  object  of  admiration  to  the  world.  We 
responsible  to  our  country,  and  to  the  glorious 
se  of  self-government,  fbr  the  preservation  of  so 
great  a  good.  The  peat  mass  of  IcRslation  relat- 
"ig  to  our  internal  amin,  was  intended  to  be  left 
'here  the  Federal  Convention  found  it— in  tha 
State  Governments.  Nothing  is  olearer,  in  my  view, 
than  that  we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  tbe  snccew  oi 
the  conatituUon  under  which  we  are  now  actmg,  to 
the  watchful  and  auxiliary  operation  of  the  State 
authorities.  This  is  not  the  reflection  of  a  day,  but 
belongs  to  the  most  deeply  rooted  convictions  of 
my  mind.  I  cannot,  thertdbre,  too  strongly  or  too 
earnestly,  &om  my  own  sense  of  its  importance,  warn 
yon  against  all  encroachments  upon  the  legitimate 
sphere  of  Btate  sovereignty.  Sustained  by  fto 
healthful  and  invigorating  luSnence,  tbe  Fedeial 
system  can  never  filL 

In  the  collection  of  the  revenue,  the  long  credits 
authorized  on  goods  Imported  from  beyond  the  Cape 
of  Good  Hope,  are  the  chief  cause  of  the  losses  at 
present  snstaJtied.  If  these  were  shortened  to  six, 
nine,  and  twelve  months,  and  warehouses  provided 
by  Oovemment,  sufflcleat  to  receive  the  goods  offer- 
ed in  deposit  for  security,  and  for  debenture ;  and 
if  the  right  of  the  United  States  to  a  priority  of 
payment  out  of  the  estates  of  its  insolvent  debton 
were  more  effectually  secured,  this  evil  would,  in  a 
great  measure,  be  obviated.  An  authority  to  con- 
struct such  houses,  is,  therefore,  with  the  proposed 
alteration  of  the  credits,  recommended  to  your  at> 


It  is  worthy  of  notice  that  the  lawa  for  the  ooUeo- 
tion  and  security  of  tbe  levenne  arising  ttoia  Im- 
posts, were  chiefly  framed  when  the  rates  of  dntiea 
on  imported  goods  presented  much  less  temptation 
for  Illicit  trade  than  at  present  exists.  There  is 
reason  to  believe  that  these  laws  are  In  some  i«> 


tiiose  wbo  are  disposed  to  observe  them.  The  in- 
jurious and  demontUilng  tendency  of  a  sucoessfnl 
system  of  smnggUag,  Is  so  obvious  as  not  to  rcquit* 
comment,  and  cannot  be  too  carefully  guarded 
agunsL  I  therefbre  suggest  to  Congresa  the  pro- 
priety of  adopting  effldentmesaures  to  prevent  this 
evil;  avoiding,  however, as  much  as  possible, ever; 
mmecessary  infringement  of  individiul  liberty,  and 
embarrassment  of  fair  and  lawful  bnmness. 

On  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  Trets- 
nry,  I  have  been  forcibly  struck  with  the  large 
amount  of  public  money  which  appears  to  be  out- 
standing. Of  the  sum  thua  due  from  individuals  to 
the  Government,  a  considerable  porUon  is  undoubt- 
edly desperate  ;  and,  in  many  instances,  has  prob- 
ably been  rendered  so  by  remissness  In  the  agents 
charged  with  its  collection.    By  proper  exertions  a 
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gTMt  pttH,  however,  maj  yet  be  recovered ;  and, 
whslerer  nwy  be  tbe  portiotu  reipfc^Tely  belong- 
ing to  tfacM  two  clMae«,  it  beboTte  the  GoTemineiit 
to  oAcertun  the  real  state  of  the  fact.  ThU  cao  ba 
done  otAj  bj  tbe  prompt  adoption  of  judtcioua 
meaiurea  for  the  coUeclioii  of  nch  m  mtf  b«  made 
available.  It  ii  believed  that  a  verj  large  amount 
hu  been  tost  through  the  Inadequacy  of  tbe  means 

rvided  for  the  collection  of  debt*  due  to  the  pnb- 
and  that  (his  inadeqaacv  liee  chieSy  in  the  want 
of  legal  iliill,  habituatlf  and  congtantly  employed  In 
the  direction  of  the  agcnM  engaged  in  the  aerrice. 
It  must,  I  think,  be  a&ittad,  that  the  superviaory 
power  OTer  auita  brought  by  the  public,  irbich  ia 
now  vested  tn  an  aixiMKling  officer  of  the  Treasury, 
not  wtected  with  a  view  to  his  legal  knowledge,  and 
eacmnbered  u  he  Ii  with  Dumerous  other  dutiea, 
operates  nnlavorably  to  the  public  interest. 

It  )>  Important  that  thia  branch  of  the  public  aei^ 
Tiee  be  subjected  to  the  sapervidon  of  each  profes- 
BOcal  skill  as  will  give  It  effldency.  The  expense 
attendant  upon  such  a  modification  of  the  Eiccntive 
Department  would  be  joatiSed  by  the  souadest  prin- 
elides  of  economy.  I  would  recommend,  therefore, 
tlut  the  duties  now  aaaigned  to  the  Agent  of  the 
Treasury,  ao  far  as  they  relate  to  the  auperlntend- 
ence  and  minagempnt  of  legal  proceeiUng*,  on  the 
part  of  the  United  Slates,  be  transferred  to  the  At- 
torney-General, and  that  this  officer  be  ^aced  on 
the  same  footing,  in  all  respects,  aa  the  Heads  of 
tbe  other  Departments,  reoclving  like  eompeoM- 
tion,  and  having  such  sabordinate  offlcen  provided 
fhr  his  Department  ss  may  be  requisite  tor  the  dis- 
charge of  these  additiooal  dutiea.  Tbe  profeadonal 
■kill  of  the  Attorney-General,  employed  In  direct- 
ing the  conduct  of  Marshals  and  I>ittrict  Attorneys, 
would  basteo  tbe  ooUeotion  of  debts  now  in  auit,  and, 
hereafter,  lave  much  to  the  Govemnwnt.  It  might 
be  ftirther  extended  to  tbe  anpertntendeoce  of  all 
criminal  proceedings  for  olEinces  against  tbe  United 
Btatoi.  In  m^ing  this  transfer,  great  care  should 
be  taken,  however,  that  the  power  necessaiy  to  the 
TreasuTy  Department  he  not  impaired :  one  of  ita 
greatest  securities  consiaUng  in  a  control  over  all 
seconitia,   until  they  m«  audiled  or  reported  for 


the  act  of  Oongreas  aathoridng  the  discharge  of  the 
penoDs  of  debton  to  Uie  Government,  nom  im- 
prisoDPient,  roa;  not,  condstently  with  the  public 
mlerest,  b«  eitended  to  the  release  of  the  debt, 
where  the  conduct  of  the  debtor  is  wholly  exempt 
ftwn  the  imputation  of  fraud.  Bome  more  liberal 
policy  than  that  which  now  prevails,  in  reference  to 
this  unfortnnala  class  of  citiiena.  Is  certainly  due  to 
them,  and  would  prove  beneficial  to  the  country. 
The  continuance  of  the  liability,  after  the  means  to 
discharge  It  have  been  exhausted,  can  only  serve  to 
diapirit  the  debtor ;  or,  where  his  reeources  are  but 
partial,  tbe  want  of  power  in  the  Oovemment  to 
compromise  and  release  the  demand,  instigates  to 
fraud,  aatlie  onjv  reeoorce  for  secoring  a  support 
to  hie  fonuly.  He  thosonks  into  ^elato  ofapathy, 
and  becomes  a  useless  drone  in  aodety,  or  s  ncious 
member  of  it,  if  not  a  feeling  witness  of  the  rigor 
and  inhnmanity  of  his  country.  All  experience 
pnftes  that  oppressive  debt  is  the  bane  trf  enter- 
prise ;  and  it  should  be  the  care  of  a  Sepublic  not 
to  exert  a  grinding  power  over  Bilafortone  and 
poverty 


ffinoe  the  last  session  of  Congress,  nuneroM 
frauds  on  the  Treasury  have  been  discovered,  which 
I  thought  it  my  doty  to  bring  under  tbe  cegshaoce 
of  the  United  States  Court  for  this  District,  b<  s 
criminal  proseentioii.  It  wsa  my  o|Ma!on,  sod  thai 
of  able  counsel  who  were  consulted,  that  the  cud 
came  within  the  penalties  of  the  act  of  tbe  HA 
Congress,  approved  Sd  Ifaich,  1S!3,  providing  tir 
the  punishment  of  frauds  committed  on  the  Gjr- 
ernment  of  the  United  States.  Either  frtm  uok 
defect  in  the  law,  or  in  its  adminiatntiOD,  tntj 
effort  to  bring  the  aocoaed  to  trial  under  Its  ■rori- 
alona  proved  inefTectoal,  and  the  Governmerl  wu 
driTCD  to  the  necessity  of  resorting  to  thf  tigna 
and  inadequate  provisions  of  the  common  bw.  It 
ia  therefore  my  duty  to  call  your  attentioD  to  tin 
laws  which  have  been  passed  for  the  protieliciii  e( 
the  Treasury.  If,  indeed,  there  be  no  proriiiin  by 
which  those  who  may  bo  unworthily  intmled  with 
its  goardiansiilp,  can  be  punished  for  the  mort 
flagrant  violation  of  duty,  extending  erea  to  the 
most  fraudulent  appropnatioa  of  tbe  jrabUi  fwdi 
to  their  own  use,  it  is  time  to  remedy  M  daogerau 
an  omission.  Or,  if  the  law  has  been  perrlrtld 
from  its  original  purposes,  and  crimlDala,  deserring 
to  be  pui^sherl  under  Its  provirione,  have  been  lel- 
cued  by  legal  subtiltles,  it  ought  M  be  made  eo 
pUin,  by  amendatory  provisions,  as  to  baffle  the 
arts  of  perrerrion,  and  aocomplisk  the  end  of  in 
origin^  enactment. 

In  one  irf  the  moat  flagrant  eases,  tbe  Conn  de- 
cided that  the  prosecution  was  barred  by  the  lUI- 
ute  which  limits  the  prosecution  for  fraud  to  I'O 
years.  In  this  case,  ih  the  evidences  of  &aud,  xnd 
indeed  all  knowledge  that  a  fraud  had  been  cod- 
mitted,  were  in  poasettion  ef  the  p&rty  accused,  m- 
til  after  the  two  years  bsd  elapsed.  Surely  ifaa 
atatute  ought  not  to  run  tn  lavor  of  any  man  wbila 
he  retains  all  the  evidences  of  his  crime  m  his  ewi 
possession  ;  and,  least  of  alt,  in  favor  of  a  pnbSs 
officer  who  continues  to  defraud  tbe  Tressuiy  mi 
conceal  the  transactico,  for  the  brief  term  of  two 
years.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  such  as 
alteration  of  the  law  aa  will  give  the  ii^nred  party 
and  the  Government  two  year«  after  the  (Uscloenrt 
of  the  fraud,  or  after  the  acoused  ia  out  <tf  cBw,  V 
commence  thdr  proaecation. 

In  connection  with  this  snbjeet,  I  invite  the  at- 
tention of  Congress  to  a  general  and  tninule  iaqiuiy 
into  tbe  com^uon  of  the  Government,  with  a  vie* 
to  ascertain  nbU  offices  can  be  dispensed  with, 
whst  expenses  retrenched,  and  what  improvemmtt 
may  be  made  in  the  organixation  of  its  virioot 
parts,  to  secure  the  proper  responsibility  of  public 
agents,  and  promote  effii»ency  and  Justice  in  all  in 

The  report  of  tbe  Secretary  of  War  wiD  mike 
you  acquainted  with  the  condition  of  our  Anxy, 
Fortifications,  Arsenals,  and  Indian  AHhin.  Tbe 
proper  disdpline  of  tbe  Army,  tbe  training  and 
eqinpmeot  of  the  Militia,  the  education  bestowed  >l 
West  Point,  and  the  accumulation  of  the  means  of 
defence,  applicable  to  tho  Maval  force,  will  tend  to 
prolong  the  peace  we  now  enjoy,  and  which  every 
good  citizen — more  especially  tiioso  who  have  felt 
the  miaeriea  of  even  a  successful  warfiire — must  ai- 
dentiy  derire  U 


from  the  subordinate  branchea  of 
this  service  exhibit  a  regularity  and  order  U^dy 
creditable  to  its  chsracUr  ;  Iwth  offloen  and  soldiers 
seem  imbued  with  k  proper  sense  of  duty,  and  con- 
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Ibrai  to  tbe  natniata  of  ez*ot  diieipllne  with  thkt 
chaerfiilnea  which  becomoi  the  profendon  of  ■rma 
There  fa  iMcd,  howercr,  of  fuiuier  legiilation,  to 
•biiice  th«  iiMonT«iileneM  ipedfiedi  in  the  report 
mder  erarideration :  to  aome  of  vhich  it  ii  proper 
tiU  I  ihould  Mil  your  partlcnlAr  KttB&llon. 

The  tetja  Coagttm,  of  the  Sd  of  Ku^  1831,  to 
reiue  ud  Bi  tbs  milhary  MtablUiDMnt,  ramiiik- 
iogmnncBted  m  it  rwardi  the  eonmuul  of  one 
oftkeie^DMBtiofaTtiwrT,  cannot  DOW  be  deemed 
tgnUe  totbe  KxeenUre  in  nuking  the  proper  kp- 
p^eiient.  Aa  ezpUoUorj  act,  deiignal^g  the 
etiM  *t  offieen  oat  of  which  thie  grade  ia  to  be 
me^-*hether  from  the  miUtaiT  Ibt,  aa  exiadng 
nrinlotbe  act  of  IBSl,  or  bom  it,  ■•  it  bu  beeo 
btd  bj  that  aot—vonld  remove  thla  dtlBcoltj.  It 
i)  ilgo  unportant  that  the  lawa  regulating  the  pej 
ud  emobuoentB  of  offlcera  geaenlly ,  ahoold  be 
nore  ^eaiOe  than  they  now  are.  TboM,  for  ex- 
•B^de,  in  relation  to  Ihe  FaTmaMer  and  Burgeon 
GtMtal,  airign  to  them  an  annnal  aalarr  of  tiro 
tbcKiMod  fl««  hnodied  dolUia;  bot  are  atWDt  aa  to 


iHmriBoM  wliidi  In  certain  exfeenciea  of 

~      ~   ,    naable  to  the  diaebane 
at  ibeir  datlee.    TUa  elreamataaoe  haa  been  Um 


tkt  inaj  be  deemed  Indiapenaable 


wthority  for  eritendinK  to  tbem  fariona  allowaoMa 
It  diflerent  tinua  imder  former  adminiitrBtiona :  bot 
■n  uniform  mle  haa  been  obeerred  on  the  subject. 
SmOar  incooTenieneea  exiit  in  other  cues,  in 
*Uch  the  conatmctlon  pat  opon  the  lawi  b;  the 
inbEo  accooDtanta  may  operate  unequally,  produce 
Mntinion,  and  azpoae  ofBcers  to  the  odinm  at  olaim- 
int  what  i>  not  tliHrdae. 

I  recoiumeDd  to  your  fostering  care,  aa  one  of 
on  lafeat  meana  of  national  defuue,  the  Hihtary 
Andeuy.  nia  Inatitolion  haa  already  eierciaed 
Ike  hap^aat  {nlneace  npon  the  moral  and  Intellee- 
tnldianeter  of  oni  army;  and  atioh  of  tbe  gradit- 
tlei  ai,  from  Tarlona  cauiea,  may  not  purane  the 
pcofeanon  of  arma,  will  be  aoarcely  leaa  nnfb]  aa 
dtiieni.  Their  knowledge  of  the  military  art  will 
'it  adnntageouelj  etnplojed  in  the  militia  aervice ; 
ud,  in  a  meaaare,  aeoare  to  that  claaa  of  troopa  the 
>dniittgea  which,  in  thia  reipect,  belong  to  stand- 

1  would  alw  Buggett  a  review  of  the  PemdoD  lav, 
tat  tin  purpoie  of  eitendinff  ite  benefits  to  erery 
Bmdulionary  aoldier  who  aided  in  eatabliihing  our 
Hbtitiet,  aod  who  is  anable  to  m^taiQ  bimaelf  in 
comfort.  These  relics  of  the  War  of  Independence 
bti*  strong  claim  upon  th^  conntry'i  gratitude 
ind  bounty,  Tbe  Uw  la  defective,  ia  not  embrac- 
ing vitUn  its  proTiriouB  all  those  wbo  were,  during 
tlie  lutwar,  diaabled  from  sopporting  thenuelTee 
bjiuiiual  labor.  Such  an  amendment  would  add 
bit  little  to  the  unoont  of  penuon*,  aod  in  called 
Kn  by  tbe  sympathies  of  the  people,  as  well  as  by 
OMnderations  of  sound  policy.  It  will  be  perceived 
^l  a  large  addition  to  the  Utt  of  pensioners  haa 
bun  oeca^oned  by  an  order  of  the  late  adnlnUtra- 
'ion,depatling  materiaDy  from  the  rolea  whlob  had 
Frtiioody  prevailed.  Considering  it  an  aot  of  legia- 
jatioii,  I  sos3)ended  Its  operations  m  eoon  as  I  waa 
iiCinned  that  it  had  commanced.  Before  tbia  pe- 
ijod,  however,  applicatione  nndei  the  new  regida- 
[itni  bad  been  furelerred,  to  the  number  of  one 
bmidred  and  fifty-four;  of  which  on  the  2Tth  of 
lUrclk,  the  date  of  its  revocation,  eighty-eeven  were 
■dskitud.  For  the  amount,  there  was  neither  esti- 
mate nor  appropriation;  and,  besides  tbia  deficlenoy, 
ihs   regular  allowancca,   aooordlAg    to  ^e  rulea 


which  have  heretofore  governed  tbe  Department, 
exceed  the  estimate  of  its  late  aacretary  by  about 
fifty  thousand  doUan ;  for  which  an  appropriatioD 
Is  asked. 

Toot  partionlar  attention  is  requested  to  that  part 
of  the  report  of  the  Secretary  of  War  which  relatea 
to  the  money  held  ]n  trust  for  the  Seneca  tribe  of 
Indiaoa.  It  win  he  peroeived  that,  witbout  legisla- 
tive aid,  tbe  Ezeentive  cannot  obviate  tbe  embwaa*' 
menta  occasioned  bj  the  diminutten  of  Uie  dividends 
on  that  foud;  which  orlginallj  amonnted  to  one 
haidred  Ihonaand  dollara,  and  haa  recently  been 
invested  In  United  States  three  per  oent  etock. 

He  oOndition  aod  nlteifor  deatioy  of  the  Indian 
tribes  witbis  tbe  Undta  of  aotna  of  our  States,  have 
beootna  objacta  of  much  interest  and  importAoce. 
It  haa  long  been  the  policy  of  Qovemment  to  Intro- 
dooe  among  them  the  arts  of  dvtUiatioD,  in  the 
hope  of  gradually  recluming  them  from  a  wander- 
ing life.  This  policy  has,  however,  been  coupled 
with  another,  wholly  loeomMtible  with  its  auoeea, 
Profbasiog  a  desire  to  driUM  aod  settle  them,  wa 
have,  at  the  same  time,  lost  no  opportunity  to  pur- 
chase their  lands,  and  thrust  tliem  fiuther  into  the 
wildemeaa.  By  tUa  neana  they  have  not  only  been 
kept  In  a  wandering  atate,  bnt  been  led  to  look 
upon  us  as  uqjust  and  indifferent  to  tbdr  &te. 
mnt,  though  lavish  in  its  expenditure  upon  the 
■ubjeot,  Govenunent  iiss  constantly  defeated  Ita 
own  policy,  and  tbe  Indians,  in  geQcrai,  receding 
fhrther  and  further  to  tlie  Weet,  have  retained  their 
savage  babita.  A  portion,  however,  of  tbe  Son^ent 
tribes,  having  mingled  mnob  with  tbe  whites,  and 
made  soma  proneaa  in  tbe  arte  of  civiUwd  life,  have 
lately  attempted  to  erect  an  Independent  govern- 
ment witliin  tbe  limits  of  Georgia  and  A^bamiL 
These  Stalea,  cUming  to  be  tlie  only  sovereigns 
wllhia  tbelr  teititories,  extended  their  lawa  over 
the  iD^ana,  which  Indooed  the  latter  to  call  upon 
the  Dniled  States  for  protection. 

Under  these  oircumstanceB,  the  qneation  pre- 
sented was,  whether  tbe  General  Oovemment  nad 
a  right  to  sustain  those  people  in  their  pretenalonsf 
The  oonatitotion  declares,  tbat  "no  new  Statea 
shall  be  fonned  or  erected  within  the  jntisdiodon 
of  any  other  State,"  withovt  the  eonsent  of  ita  Legla- 
lature.  If  theOeosnl  Qovammant  la  not  parmittt' 
M  State  witl 


>  tolerate  the  erection  of  a  oc 


tewith- 


Union,  ag^nst  her  ooDsent,  mueh  leaa  eould  It  allow 
a  foraign  and  independent  government  to  aatabliab 
Itaelf  uiere.  Georgia  boMme  a  member  of  the 
.Confederaoy  which  sveBtuated  In  our  federal  union, 
as  a  sovereign  State,  always  asaerting  her  daim  to 
certain  limits;  which,  having  been  originallv  de- 
fined In  her  oolonial  charter,  and  snbaequenlly  re- 
cognised In  the  treaty  of  peace,  she  has  ever  ainoa 
continued  to  eqjoy,  except  aa  they  have  been  cl^ 
onmsoribed  tiy  her  own  mnnlary  transfer  of  a  por- 
tion of  her  tenito^  to  tbe  United  Statea,  in  tiia 
art!oleaofeeari«Miof  1809.  Alabama  waa  admitted 
into  thp  Unhin  on  tbe  ssme  fooUog  with  the  ori- 
ginal Stalea,  with  bonndariea  which  were  prescribed 
by  OoQgreaa.  There  ia  no  oonatitntiooal,  conven- 
tional, or  legal  provi^on,  which  allows  them  less 
power  over  tbe  Indians  within  their  borders,  thsn 
Is  posaeaaed  by  Uaioe  or  New  York.  Would  the 
peopleof  Maine  permit  the  Penobaeol  tribe  to  ereot 
an  Independent  Government  within  their  Stale  f  and, 
unleas  they  did,  would  it  not  be  the  duty  of  tbe 
fieneial  Oovernment  to  support  tbem  in  relating 
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anch  a  meaaor*  t  Would  the  people  of  New  York 
permit  eu:h  remnuit  of  the  SSk  Nktiooi  wltbia  her 
botden  to  declare  itself  an  independent  peop]( , 
der  the  protection  of  the  United  StateiT  Could 
the  Indiuu  establiah  a  Mpante  republic  on  each  -' 
their  reeerrations  in  OhioT  And  if  the;  were 
dispowd,  would  it  be  the  dutj  of  this  Oorerament 
to  protect  them  ill  the  attempt?  If  the  principle 
inrolred  in  the  obTioui  answer  to  these  qaeitlona 
be  abandoned,  it  will  fallow  that  the  objeeta  of  this 
GoTerament  are  reTeraed,  and  that  it  haa  become 
a  part  of  its  dnt;  to  aid  in  destroTlng  the  State* 
which  it  wae  eatabliebed  to  protect. 

Actuated  bf  thii  new  of  the  Butiject,  I  informed 
the  Indians  tohabiting  parts  of  Georgia  and  Ala- 
bama, that  their  attempt  to  establish  an  independ- 
ent goremment  would  Dot  be  countenanced  bf  the 
Exeoutire  of  the  United  States,  and  advised  them 
to  emlsrate  bejond  the  ICsaissipfd,  or  submit  to  the 
lawa  of  those  States. 

Our  conduct  towards  these  people  ia  deep];  in- 
terestlng  to  our  zkational  character.  Their  present 
eonditioa,  contruted  with  what  they  once  wei«, 
makes  a  most  powerful  appeal  to  our  gjmp&tbiea. 
Oar  ancestors  found  them  the  uncontrolled  poeaea- 
soTS  of  these  vast  regions.  By  persuasion  and  force 
they  have  been  made  to  retire  from  river  to  river, 
and  &om  mountain  to  mountain,  until  some  of  the 
tribes  have  become  extinct,  and  others  hare  left 
but  remnants,  to  p 
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Snrmunded  by  the  whites,  with 
Ihwr  art*  of  dviliiation,  which,  by  destroying  the 
resources  of  the  Mvage,  doom  Urn  to  veakoets  and 
decay,  the  hU  of  &e  Hohegan,  the  Narr^ganaet, 
and  (he  Ddaware,  is  last  orertaking  the  Choctaw, 
the  Cherokee,  and  the  Creek.  That  this  &t«  sorely 


1  honor  demand  that  erer;  effort  shoiud  be 
made  to  arert  so  great  a  calamity.  It  [» too  late  to 
inquire  whether  It  was  joat  in  the  United  States  to 
indude  them  and  their  territory  within  the  bounds 
of  new  Slates  whose  limits  they  could  control  That 
step  cannot  be  retraced.  A  State  cannot  be  dis- 
membered by  Congress,  or  restricted  in  the  exercise 
of  her  consUtutitmal  power.  But  the  people  of 
those  Statea,  and  of  every  gute,  actuated  by  fr- 
inge of  justice  and  regard  for  oar  national  honor, 
anbmit  to  you  the  interesting  question,  whether 
something  cannot  be  done,  coDsistenUy  with  the 
rights  of  the  States,  to  preseire  this  mnch  Iqjored 


As  a  means  of  effecting  this  end,  I  Boggest,  for 
your  consderation,  the  propriety  for  eetdng  apart 
snainplBdistriotwest  of  the  UiBaBlppi,  and  without 
the  limits  of  any  State  or  Territory,  now  formed,  to 
b«  gnanui^d  to  the  Indian  tribes,  m  long  ss  they 
■hail  occupy  tt :  each  tribe  baviog  a  distinct  control 
OTer  the  portion  dedgnated  for  itsuae.  There  they 
may  be  secured  in  the  ei^oyment  of  governments 
of  their  own  choice,  subject  to  no  other  control 
from  the  United  States  tban  such  w  may  be  neces- 
sary to  preserve  peaoe  on  the  fronder,  and  between 
the  several  tribes.  There  the  benevolent  may  en- 
deavor to  teach  them  the  aria  of  civilization ;  and, 
by  promoUng  union  and  harmony  among  them,  to 
nuae  up  on  interesting  commonweolih,  destioed  to 
perpetuate  the  race,  and  to  attest  the  humanity  and 
Justice  of  this  Government. 


Thiaei 


impel  the  sborlfpnet  to 


abandon  the  graves  of  their  fathers,  and  uek  i 
home  in  a  distant  land.  But  the;  ahould  be  dii- 
tinctly  inTormed  that.  If  they  remun  wilhio  tbe 
limits  of  the  States,  they  must  be  aubject  to  tlieir 
laws.  In  return  for  their  obedience,  as  bdiiidulp, 
they  will,  without  doubt,  be  protected  in  tba  eajoj- 
ment  of  Uiom  posaetslons  wtiich  they  have  imprarel 
by  their  industry.  But  it  aeems  to  me  vlDOQuy  to 
lappaae  that,  In  this  state  of  things,  cbinu  eta  be 
allowed  on  tnet*  of  ooontry  on  wtueh  tbey  htn 
ntither  dwelt  nor  made  Improrementi^  merely  it- 
cause  they  have  teen  them  from  tlie  ntomtam,  or 
passed  them  in  the  chase.  Sobnuttiag  to  ttt  Itn 
of  the  States,and  rece!rii)K,Bke  Other  citiieDt,pt»- 
tection  In  their  persons  and  property,  Ibey  viS, 
ere  long,  become  merged  in  the  mtsi  of  our  po[n- 
lation. 


against  forrign  aggressioD,  it  claimt  the  eqtecisl  u- 
tentionof  Qovemment.  In  tUs  spirit,  the  mesam) 
which,  aince  tbe  teraiuatioa  of  the  last  war,  lux 
been  in  operation  for  its  gradual  enltigement,  wm 
adopted ;  and  it  ehould  continue  to  be  eherialM  u 
the  oSiiptlng  of  our  national  experience.  It  will  bt 
seen,  however,  that  DOtwithstonding  the  gnatie- 
Ucitude  which  has  been  manifested  for  the  fetktl 
organization  of  this  arm,  and  the  liberality  of  the 
appropriations  which  that  solicitude  has  tnggeHtd, 
this  object  has,  in  many  important  reipeea,>>il 
been  seoored. 

In  time  of  peace,  we  have  need  of  no  mors  Hjt 
of  war  than  are  requimte  to  the  protection  of  otu 
commerce.  Those  not  wanted  for  this  otiject  nul 
lie  in  the  harbors,  where,  without  proper  coveriaf, 
they  ra[udly  decay ;  and  even  under  tlie  hcti  pit- 
cautions  for  their  preservation,  most  soon  betooe 
useless.  Such  is  ^ady  tbe  case  with  many  of  «<ir 
finest  vesaela ;  which,  though  unfinished,  wiU  nv* 
require  immense  sums  of  money  to  be  reatorri  10 
the  condition  In  which  they  were  when  conudKtd 
to  their  proper  element.  On  this  eubjeet  Iben  an 
be  bat  little  doobt  that  oi  '  "  "  "  "  ■-  " 
discontinue  the  b 

second  class,  and 

ample  materials,  prepared  fortt. „ 

war,  than  to  the  number  of  Teasels  which  nt  ou 
float  in  a  season  of  peace,  as  the  index  of  cor  Dtnl 


of  skilftal  workmen,  and  fitted  for  prompt  spfiUu- 
tion  to  tbeir  various  purposes,  would  eiuble  u,  at 
all  times,  to  construct  venels  as  ftst  t*  they  csb  bt 
tanned,  and  save  the  heavy  expense  of  r^ain,  ei- 
ept  to  tnoh  vessels  as  most  be  employed  m  guard- 
3g  our  commerce.  Tlie  proper  points  lot  the 
establishment  of  these  yards  are  lo&aled  wilh  » 
mnch  farce,  in  the  report  of  the  Navy  Board,  tbii, 
in  recommending  it  to  your  attention,  I  deem  it  lut* 
neceaaary  to  do  more  than  eipresi  my  hearty  eoo- 
CQirence  in  their  views.  The  yard  In  this  dUtrii^ 
being  already  fbmished  with  meet  of  tbe  msduMrj 
~  iceBBory  for  ship-buUding,  will  be  competent  to 
e  supply  of  the  two  selected  by  tbe  Boeid  u  ih* 
st  for  the  concentration  of  materials;  and,  from 
the  facility  and  certunty  of  conuniuiication  betrctli 
them,  it  will  be  useless  to  Incur,  at  those  depots, 
tbe  eipenie  of  dmilar  mtiehlnery,  especially  ibst 


I  doubt  that  Dor  best  policy  would  be,  lo 
the  building  of  ahips  of  the  Snt  ai 
a,  and  look  rather  to  the  poatesnoi  of 
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Another  bnproTemeot  would  be  effected  b;  die- 
pennng  >llagMh«r  whh  the  Nat;  Boud,  aa  dot 
coBititiiled,  uid  nbatitQtiDg,  In  its  iteul,  bureux 
daDM  to  thoea  alrekdj  exMing  in  the  War  Deput- 
BifDt  Euh  member  of  the  Board,  traiufeiTed  to 
the  bead  of  ■  aepanUe  bareao,  charged  with  epecifle 
dotM^  would  feel.  In  ita  highest  dep^e,  that  whole- 
MOiereflpondblUtr,  irtJchcannot  be  divided,  without 
■IkrnHire  tlian  proportionate  dimination  of  Iti  force. 
Tbeb  nlnable  eerrloea  woold  become  atill  more  ao 
when  eepantdj  a[^iroprtated  to  diftiiMt  portloni 
efthegreat  Intereileoi  the  yaT;,  totheptoaperiQr 
ofwUdicaeh  would  be  impelled  to  derote  himBalf^ 
bj  the  etioogeet  motivea.  Under  nwh  an  arrange- 
nwat,  ererr  bnneh  of  thia  Important  eenieo  wonld 
Meame  a  more  rimple  and  predte  character:  iti 
effidenoj  wonld  be  iitcreaeed,  and  acmpnloiu  econ- 
ODj  In  the  expenditure  of  public  monej  promoted. 

I  mnild  also  ivoommend  that  the  muine  corps  be 
Dwiged  In  the  artillery  or  in£uitr7,  ai  the  beat  mode 
of  caring  the  dmoj  defecta  in  ita  onaniiatian,  Bnt 
Qitle  aiceeting  in  nnmber  anj  of  Uie  re^mente  of 
inAn^,  that  corpa  has,  beiridee  ita  Ueutenant  Col- 
onel Commandant,  flre  Brevet  Ueutenant  Oolonela, 
vho  Tec«JTe  the  nil  paj  and  emoluments  of  their 
breret  nmk,  without  reddering  proportionate  aer- 
rice.  Details  for  marine  serrwe  could  aa  weD  be 
mule  from  the  artiUerj  or  tnfantrj,  thera  being  no 
pfcoBar  trahdng  teqoMte  for  IL 

Vith  these  impmrementa,  and  meh  others  aa 
tetlooa  wBtchfnlnew  and  mature  eoniideratioD  ma; 
nggeat,  there  can  be  little  doubt  that,  under 


m  be  made  ererj  lUns  tliat  the  naUon  wlaliea  . . 
to  be.  ItaeffleieiK;  lu  uesumireaslonof  piraojlD 
the  Wert  India  leaa,  and  whererer  Ita  aqnadrona 
hare  been  emplof  ed  hi  aeooring  the  interests  of  the 
conntij,  win  apprar  from  the  report  of  the  Boeretar7, 
to  which  I  refer  jou  for  other  Intereating  detaiia. 
kaaaa  these  I  would  beepeak  the  attention  of  Con- 
gress fw  the  TiewE  prcaented  in  relaUon  to  the  io- 
equaStf  between  the  Arm;  and  Navj,  as  to  the  pay 
of  offioen.  Ko  sudi'inequallt;  ahonld  prevail  be- 
tween these  brave  defendera  of  their  oonntrj ;  and, 
■here  It  doea  exist,  it  la  submitted  to  Congress 
whether  it  ought  not  to  be  rectified. 

The  report  of  the  Postmaster  General  is  referred 
to  11  exhibittog  a  highl;  aatlafactory  adminiitration 
of  that  Department.  Abuses  have  been  reformed ; 
increised  expedition  in  the  transportation  of  the 
mu]  ncured ;  and  its  roTenne  much  Imjn^Ted.  In 
a  piditic*]  point  of  view,  thia  Department  is  chioflj 
important  as  affording  the  means  of  diffudtig  knowl- 
edge. It  is  to  the  bod;  politic,  what  the  reins  and 
srteries  are  to  the  natural,  oonreTing,  rapid);  and 
ngntulj,  to  the  remotest  parts  of  the  lyrtem,  cor- 
net information  of  the  operationa  of  the  QoTcra- 
neut,  and  bTlngin«  back  to  it  the  wishes  and  feeUnge 
cf  the  people.  Through  its  agency  we  haTe  lacured 
Iv  ourselves  the  full  enjoyment  of  the  bleeslngs  of  a 

In  tins  genet*]  surre;  dTour  aSUrs,  a  anttject  of 
1^  Importtnee  preaents  Itself  in  the  present  organ- 
Imon  of  the  Jofieiar;.  A  uniform  operation  of 
the  Federal  Oovenmient  in  the  dW^rent  States  la 
eertaialj  derimble ;  and,  e^piing  as  thej  do  in  the 
CaioD,  aa  tlte  basis  of  periect  equality,  each  State 
hu  a  light  to  expect  that  the  benefits  confeired  on 
the  eitiias  of  olhen  Aeuld  be  extended  to  hers. 


The  Judidal  system  of  the  Udted  States  exlata  In 
all  Its  efficiency  in  only  fifteen  members  of  the 
nnion;  to  three  others,  the  Circuit  Courts,  which 
eonatitute  an  Important  part  of  that  system,  have 
been  Imperfectly  extended ;  and  to  the  remaining 
riz,  altogether  denied.  The  effect  has  bean  to  with- 
hold from  the  Inhabitants  of  the  latter,  the  advan- 
tages afforded  (by  the  Supreme  Court)  to  tlwr 
lellow-citiieni  in  other  States,  in  the  whole  extent 
of  tlie  orin^nal,  and  much  of  the  civil,  authority  of 
the  Federal  Jadklair.  That  this  state  of  things 
ougfat  to  be  remedied.  If  It  can  be  done  consisteu^r 
with  the  Bublio  wflhie.  Is  not  to  be  doubted; 
ueitbet  Is  it  to  be  di^nised  that  the  organtiation  of 
our  JuffiohJ  syatem  is  at  once  a  difficult  and  delicate 
ta^  To  extend  the  Circuit  Courts  equally  through- 
out the  dilbrent  parts  of  the  Union,  and,  at  Um 
same  time,  to  avoid  such  a  moltipHcaUoD  of  leeni- 
bera  as  would  encumber  the  Supreme  Appellate  Tri- 
bunal, is  the  object  desired.  Perhaps  it  might  be 
acoompliilKd  by  dividing  the  Circuit  Judges  into 
two  olasses,  and  providing  that  tiie  Supreme  Court 
shoidd  be  held  by  those  daaeea  alternately — the 


Circuit  Court  aystem  to 
those  States  which  do  not  now  enjoy  Iti  benefita 
should  be  determined  upon,  it  would,  of  course,  be 
neoeasary  to  revise  the  present  arrangement  of  the 
Circuits ;  and  even  if  that  syitem  should  not  be  ei^ 
larged,  such  a  revision  is  recommended. 

A  providoD  fbr  taldng  the  cenins  of  the  people 
of  the  U.  States  will,  to  ensure  the  completion  of 
diat  work  within  a  oonvenlent  time,  claim  the  early 
attention  of  Oongrea. 

The  great  and  constant  Increase  of  bnsineas  in  the 
Department  of  State  breed  iUelf;  at  an  eariy  period, 
upon  the  attention  at  the  Eiecntiv«,  Thirteen  years 
ago,  it  was,  in  Mr.  Madison's  Issl  message  to  Con- 
greai^  made  the  sultject  of  an  eameat  recommenda- 
tion, which  has  been  repeated  by  both  of  his  sno- 
cesserai  and  my  comparatively  limited  experience 
has  setisBed  me  of  its  justness.  It  has  aiisen  from 
muiy  causes,  not  the  least  of  which  Is  the  large  ad- 
dition that  has  l>een  made  to  the  lamily  of  in  depend- 
ent nations,  and  the  proportionate  extension  of  oar 
foreign  relations.  The  remedy  proposed  was  the 
ettabllahment  of  a  Bome  Deparbnent — a  measure 
which  doea  not  appear  to  have  met  the  views  of 
Congress,  on  account  of  Its  supposed  tendency  to 
Increase,  gradually  and  imperceptibly,  the  already 
too  strong  bias  of  the  Federal  system  towarda  the 
exercise  ot  authority  not  delegated  to  it.  I  am  not, 
therefore,  disposed  to  revive  the  recommendation ; 
bat  am  oot  the  less  impressed  with  the  Jciportance 
of  so  organiring  that  Department,  that  its  Secretary 
may  devote  more  of  his  time  to  our  foreign  relatious. 
Clearly  satisfied  that  the  publio  good  would  be  pro- 
moted by  some  suitable  provi^on  on  the  subject,  I 
reroeotfnUy  invite  your  attentioQ  to  It. 

The  charter  of  the  Bank  of  the  United  States  ex- 
pires in  IS36,  and  Its  stockholders  will  most  prob- 
ably apply  for  a  renewal  of  their  privilcsei.  la 
order  to  avoid  the  evils  reaoltiog  from  preciintancy 
in  a  measure  Involving  such  important  prinrdptea, 
and  such  deep  pecuniary  interests,  I  feel  that  I  can- 
not, in  Justice  to  the  partiea  interested,  too  soon 
present  it  to  the  deliberate  consideration  of  the 
Legislaturo  and  the  people.  Both  the  conslitntioa- 
•lity  and  the  eipedteney  of  the  law  creating  this 
Bani^  are  well  questioned  by  a  large  portion  of  our 
bUow-dtixens ;   and  It  mmt  be  admitted  by  aU, 
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tlut  it  bu  ful«d  in  the  great  end  of  eaubluhing  a 
aniTonn  aod  BOund  currencf . 

Uodar  these  cironnnUncea,  If  Buch  ■□  inltitution 
y  dectned  esaentUl  Co  the  tiaatl  operatioiu  of  the 
QoTenuaent,  I  submit  to  the  irisdom  of  the  Legiik- 
Out,  whether  a  National  one,  founded  npon  the 
credit  of  the  OoTemment,  and  its  rsTenues,  might 
not  be  devised,  wlilch  ironld  avoid  all  conatitu^onal 
difflcultiefl,  and,  at  the  Mme  Ume,  •ecoxe  all  the  ad- 
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Tantagea  to  the  OoTarnmeot  and  couDtrj  i 
expected  to  result  from  the  present  Bank. 

1  caonot  ctoee  this  commuoication  without  bring- 
ing to  jour  view  the  just  claim  of  tlie  representative* 
of  Commodore  Decatur,  Ue  oIBcera  and  orew,  arUng 
from  the  re-csptore  of  the  &inle  Philadelphia,  nn- 
der  the  heavy  batteries  of  Triptdi.  Althongh  sen- 
aSble,  as  a  general  rule,  of  the  impropiiety  of  Bx- 
•cntive  Interferecice,  under  a  Government  Ulce  ours, 
irbere  every  individual  e^jors  the  rishtof  direct]; 
patltiouiiiB  Congress,  yet,  viewing  this  case  as  one 
(rfk  very  peculiar  character,  I  deem  it  my  duty  to 
Mcommecd  it  to  your  fkvorable  condderK^on. 
Bsddea  Uie  joiliae  of  tbi«  clidm,  as  corresponding 


OUT  uuaui  n  avy,  ana  coninDuioo,  as  mucn  as  a 
•xpli^t  in  Its  history,  to  eleval*  our  national  chui 
t*r.  FubUo  gnUtade,  Iherefbre,  «amp«  her  • 
upon  it;  and  die  meed shoold  not  b«  withbeld  whi 
may  liereafter  operate  aa  a  stimnlne  to  our  gallant 
tan. 

I  now  commend  yon,  (ellow-oitiiens,  to  the  guld' 
■nee  of  Almighty  Qod,  with  a  fall  reiianoe  on  His 
Durndfal  proTidene*  for  the  malntenaoce  <Kr  oar  firee 
llutilntI<Kui ;  and  with  an  earnest  supplication,  that, 
whatever  errors  U  may  be  my  lot  to  commit,  in  dis- 
char^ng  the  ardoona  duties  which  have  devolved 
on  nw,  mil  And  a  renedy  In  the  harmony  and  wis- 
dom of  your  coondls. 

ANSBEW  JACKBOH. 
IT  a,  IBIS. 


Wkdbxsivlt,  Deoember  9. 
Bmen  to  Ma  Dtad. 

Mr.  Ellis  hftving  anDoimoed  tLe  death  of  his 
ooUeagne,  the  Honorable  Thoiub  B.  Rm>,  of 
MiMiMippi,  sahmitted  'the  fblloiring  resolntiou, 
nhioh  were  nnaajioonaly  agreed  to : 

Reialved,  'Diat  the  me[o1>ers  of  the  Senate,  fh)m 
a  desire  of  showing  every  mark  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  the  Honorable  Thoiub  B.  Bno,  deceas- 
ed, late  a  Senator  of  UUs  body,  from  the  State  of 
lOssissippi,  will  go  into  moornhig  for  one  month 
by  wearing  crape  on  (he  left  arm. 

S-elfd,  That,  u  an  addlUonal  evidence  of  re- 
•peet  to  the  menumj  of  the  Bimorebla  Thomu  E 
Bus  the  Senate  do  now  adjourn. 


Weditisdat,  Deoember  SB, 
Intereit  due  to  oerlain  Statt*. 

The  bill  providing  for  the  allowraoe  of 
interest  to  oertain  States  thereiii  mentioned,  aa 
snoh  adTances  made  bj  them  to  the  Uniled 
States,  daring  the  l&te  war,  bb  have  been  or 
nuy  hereafter  be  refunded  to  than,  with  the 
amendments  of  the  Committee  on  the  Judidsry 
to  the  bill,  vere  taken  up  in  Committee  of  tlie 
Whole.  The  Bmendmentg.  viz:  Toproridefor 
the  payment  of  interest  dne  to  the  Btatei  of 
Rhode  Island  aodNew  HainpBhire,werettTMd 
to;  and,onmotion  of  Mr.  IsBi»LL,tbel^wu 
further  amended  by  inserting  the  State  of  Honk 
Carolina;  and  the  qneetioii  being  on  oideriii{ 
the  bill  to  be  engroMed  for  » tliira  reading— 

Mr.  BxRTOH  expreeaed  some  repagnanoe  it 
voting  for  the  bill,  ontil  he  yrtA  better  infbmied 
of  the  oonseqnenoes  which  might  attend  tlut 
vote,  and  bow  far  the  aoconntiDg  officer*  vt  the 
Government  might  be  aothorized  to  go  noder 
the  bill.  Formerly  great  rigor  and  euctiwH 
were  observed  in  the  investigation  of  oluiu 
on  the  Qovemment  before  OoDgrees  wdered 
their  allowanoe.  It  was  a  good  practice,  and 
he  should  be  sorrr  to  aee  a  Afferent  and  Iookt 
mode  introdaoed.  For  himael^  he  did  not 
know  that  the  United  States  owed  a  debt  to  s 
nngle  State,  and  if  the  bill  proposed  to  sutbcB^ 
ize  the  aooonnting  officers  to  asoertun  the  UA 
of  the  existence  of  debt  to  the  Statw,  and  sUot 
interest  thereon,  without  Otber  ezaminatiMi,  be 
oonld  not  consent  to  it.  He  should  himself 
tike  to  aee  the  accoonts,  whether  for  adviDee* 
made  in  money,  or  for  services  rendered,  uA 
know  whether  they  were  rendered  by  order  or 
agunst  order,  and  Judge ,  of  their  validity.  At 
present  he  was  ia  the  dark  as  to  the  whole  rab- 
jeot  of  the  bill ;  he  had  seen  no  report  on  it, 
and  knew  not  if  there  waa  any.  He  desired 
ftuther  information. 

Mr.  MuxB  adverted  to  oertain  doeomenta  io 
hia  poaseanon  which  wonld  elneidate  the  pi^- 
eiple  of  the  bill,  but  not  antidp^g  the  era- 
aideratioii  of  the  bill  to-day,  he  had  not  tonglit 
the  p^>er«  to  the  House  with  him.  He,tb^ 
fore,  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  for  the 
present,  bnt  withdrew  his  motion  at  the  »■ 
qnest  of 

Mr.  BitrtH,  of  Maryland,  who  aud  that  Ibe 
bill  did  not  contemplate  the  admisson  of  anf 
daims  for  advanoeo,  or  Ma  examination  of  any 
aoconnta;  Uiere  were  none  to  be  rendered— 
they  had  all  been  settled  and  paid— and  the 
bill  is  for  the  allowanoe  of  Interest  on  thase 
claims  which  have  been  aetded  aad  pud.  In- 
stead of  laying  the  bill  on  the  taUe,  be  pre- 
ferred postponing  it  t^  Monday,  and  making  it 
the  order  of  the  day ;  which  motion  be  made, 
and  it  waa  carried. 

Tdssdat,  Deoember  M. 

MUitarf  Ptaet  SilaiUihmmL 

The  Senate  prooeeded  to  the  opeolal  ordac  of 
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J/i  Jtlay  P«M  EnabKJmenL 


[Smui 


the  i»j  on  the  bill  ezplimetorr  of  the  Mt  to 
ledoce  ud  fix  the  militaiy  peace  eatftbluhnMnt 
cf  the  United  States,  pawed  Uarch  S,  1881. 

The  bill  is  as  Mlows : 

"  Wbereu  doubts  hiiTe  arisen  In  the  eouBtme* 
tionofthe  act  of  Congrew,  paned  the  second  day 
of  Uirab,  one  tboniand  eight  hondrad  and  twenty- 
aiw,eatitled  "An  act  to  Tedoce  and  fii  the  millta^ 
peiM  ertabluhmcnt  of  the  Cniled  States,"  wMoh 
hiTe  hitherto  pravented  it  from  being  carried  into 
UKOtian.  ag  ^  aa  r^lea  to  tbe  ama^ment  of  a 
colond  to  the  second  regiment  of  Artillery :  And 
■beiBu  it  was  the  Irae  intent  and  meaning  of  the 
Hid  let,  that  tbe  vacancy  aforesaid  ehould  be  filled 
bj  amwiog  to  it  one  of  the  eolonela  in  the  army 
^  the  Dnited  Slalei,  at  the  time  of  the  paseage 
thereof:  And  whereas,  in  the  eiecQtioa  of  said  act, 
Danid  Blasell,  then  a  colonel  in  the  Une,  and  a  bre- 
TM  Brigadier  Creoeral  in  the  army  of  the  United 
Slataa,  was  ordered  to  be  discharged  as  a  anper- 
nnmerary  officer,  which  order,  as  it  affected  the  said 
Daaid  Bioeell,  and  lOine  other  officers,  was  held  by 
the  Sttaie  to  be  illegal  and  Toid :  And  whereas  tbe 
FKaident  of  the  United  States  has  since  nominated 
the  Bud  Daniel  Bisaell  to  be  colonel  of  (he  second 
ragimant  of  artillery  aforeaaid,  which  nomination 
the  Senate  bare  not  acted  npun,  l>ecaiise  they  hold 
the  laid  Colonel  and  Braret  Brigadier  Qeneral  Dan- 
iel Kaaell  to  be  in  tbe  army,  and  to  need  no  new  ap- 
pomtnent:  Kow,  therefore,  to  put  an  end  to  all 
doalit  and  disagreement  upon  tlus  sut^ect,  and  to 
eoable  the  President  to  carry  said  act  of  March 
•econd,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 


"iic  it  tuaeltd,  Ae.  That  the  Preatdent  be,  and 
he  ia  hereby,  aathoriied  to  Sll  tbe  vacancy  hi  the 
Mcond  regiment  of  artOlery,  by  arranging  Daniel 
Siaell  thetelo." 

Hr.  Bcrroir,  in  sapport  of  tlie  passage  of 
tbe  bin,  read  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
HQitary  ikiTdrs,  to  whom  was  referred  that 
part  of  the  Fresident's  message  to  Oongress  u 
I62fl,  which  relates  to  this  aabject. 

Kr.  BunroBD  moved  to  ezpnnge  the  preamble 
from  Uie  bill.  He  considered  it  irholly  nn- 
nacenary,  and  stated  that  there  was  no  iostanoe 
in  oar  Govemnient  in  wbioh  a  preamble 
bill  was  employed  as  a  Tehicle  of  the  rei 
why  tiie  bill  itself  onght  to  be  passed.  It  was, 
be  repeated,  wholly  onosDal  and  unnecessary ; 
and,  in  tbe  present  case,  especially  tmnecessary, 
ainoe  all  the  reasons  why  the  bill  oaght  to  be 
passed,  were  expired  more  at  kngth  ' 
variooi  other  docoments. 


ioDOTations  into  tbe  proceedings  of  this  body , 
bat  if  it  was  any  innovation,  he  considered  the 
present  instance  of  anfficient  importance  to 
aatlioriie  a  departure  from  the  nsnal  practice. 
It  was  a  case,  he  sud,  which  stood  atone,  and 
which,  in  his  opinion,  not  only  Justified,  but 
required  a  preamble.  The  object  of  the  pream- 
bl«  was  to  explain  the  natore  and  the  end  of 
the  set  itselE  The  neoeasi^  for  the  preamble 
in  this  particnlar  case,  wa&  that  the  reasons  for 
tbe  aa  only  existed  in  th(  "  *" 


e  secret  £zeontiTe 


records  of  the  Sen^  and  oonld  not  be  known 
to  the  public  or  the  other  Hoose  nnleas  stated 
in  this  way.  There  was  no  danger  to  be  appre- 
hended of  its  growing  into  precedent,  aot 
of  our  bills  being  loaded  with  anneoeasary  pre- 
ambles. He  therefore  hoped  that  the  motion  ot 
the  gentleman  from  NewTork  would  not  pre- 

Ur.  SviTB,  of  Maryland,  sdd  that  precedents 
arise,  and  only  arise,  from  the  repetition  of 
particnlar  cases,  wbioh  increase  gradnally  tiU 
at  length  they  become  common  naage.  Thus, 
if  it  be  acceded  to  in  tbe  present  inatanoe,  it 
wonld  be  quoted  hereafter  in  sapport  of  a  repe- 
tition of  it.  He  oonndered  it  wrong  to  follow 
tbe  English  practice  in  this  respect,  as  the 
reports  of  oar  committees,  with  which  all  bills 
are  aooompanied,  soppiy  tbe  place  of  pre- 
ambles. 

Mr.  Houofl  deemed  a  preamble  nothing  bnt 
an  apolt^y  for  legialation ;  and  for  ^wlogies  ha 
thought  therB  was  no  necessity.  His  chief 
objection  to  preambles  was,  that  they  rendered 
le^lation  oomplei  instead  of  eiacidating  it. 

Ur.  HATin  said,  that  in  the  good  olden  times, 
when  people  were  not  ashamed  to  tell  the  troth, 
bills  were  preceded  by  preambles  always.  They 
were  need  to  set  forth  the  object  of  the  bill, 
and  the  means  by  which  that  object  was  to  be 
obtuned.  It  now  happens  that  the  practice  ia 
changed,  and  preambles  have  come  into  disnse 
because  legislative  bodies  are  less  candid.  So 
mnch  for  precedent,  which  has  led  ns  to  dispense 
with  tbe  nse  of  preambles.  He  knew  oasea  in 
which  it  would  have  been  well  to  have  ret^ned 
the  old  practice.  He  knew  a  case  in  which  a 
preamble  would  have  been  of  infinite  advantage 
— he  meant  the  Tariff  law.  A  preamble  to 
that  act  wonld  have  stated  its  tme  object^^ 
that  it  was  for  the  purpose,  not  of  rusing  rev- 
enne,  but  for  the  protection  of  the  mann- 
faotoring  interests.  As  to  the  (q>prehensions 
aC  the  gentleman  from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,) 
he  (Mr.  H.)  would  say  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  its  becoming  a  precedent — on  the  contrary, 
the  only  dan^  to  be  dreaded  was,  that  we 
may  be  left  without  a  precedent  for  stating  the 
grounds  of  our  legislation.  The  gendeman  not 
only  objects  as  to  the  danger  of  its  becoming  a 
precedent  for  future  action,  but  he  also  ms 
that  it  is  not  proper  to  spread  oar  reasons  tot 
leodating  npon  record.  This  vary  case,  he 
(Itr.  H.)  contended,  required  that  tite  reasODB 
shonld  go  with  the  act.  Bufier  it  to  go  to  the 
world  naked,  and  what  will  it  appear  t  Why, 
that  Colonel  Bissell  is  assigned  to  the  command 
of  the  second  refpnent  of  artillery  by  an  aot 
of  Congress.  This  wonld  seem  out  of  conrse, 
and  wlutt,  be  wonld  ask,  would  be  the  conse- 
qoencest  Why,  that  Congress  undertakes  to 
nil  vacancies  in  tbe  army  by  apecial  acts.  Bnt 
this  is  an  extraordinary  case,  and  to  prevent  the 
possibility  of  its  being  misunderatood,  we  state 
the  reasom  of  passing  the  bill  in  a  preamble  to 
it.  Unless  these  reasons  were  spread  ap<m 
record,  be  would  hesitate  mooh  whether  be 
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■hoold  TOt«  for  tbe  passage  of  the  bill,  as  he 
was  not  diaposed  to  search  for  ihe  reaaons 

amungBt  the  pahllc  doonmeDts  of  the  Senate, 
or  tiie  ExecDtive  arohives  of  the  Senate.  He 
hoped,  therefore,  the  reasona  for  tbU  act  would 
CO  with  ft,  and  speak  for  themselves  to  all 
nitnre  time.  The  preamble  of  a  biU,  he  said, 
was  the  ke^  to  nniook  the  motive  which  in- 
doced  its  passage. 

Mr.  Foot  said  that  thia  bill  required  no  key 
to  nniook  iL  The  bill  was  perfectly  simple, 
and  easily  aaderstood ;  it  reads,  "  that  the  Pres- 
ident he,  and  is  hereby,  authorized  to  fill  the 
vacancy  in  the  second  resiment  of  artillery,  by 
arranging  Daniel  Bissell  uereto."  As  to  assign' 
ing  reasons  for  the  paaaage  of  a  bill  he  thought 
there  was  no  neceenty  for  it  He  was  opp<wed 
to  making  apologiea  for  our  public  acts — he 
would  ouike  no  apology.  As  the  gentleman 
from  Uaryland  had  w^  observed,  the  reports 
aooompanying  the  bills  contain  the  reasons  of 
oar  l^iaiation. 

Mr.  Eura  aaii  there  was  some  difficulty  with 
him  about  this  matter.    The  necessity  which 

Kre  rise  to  the  bill  was  a  different  constmctJOD 
ing  given  to  the  act  of  1821  by  the  Prerident 
and  the  Senate.  The  President  thought  that 
he  bad  not  the  power  to  arrange  Gteneral  Bissell 
to  the  command  of  the  second  reg^ent  of 
artillery,  and  the  Benate^  on  the  oontraiy, 
thought  he  bad  the  authority  to  do  so.  A  hill 
has  been  formed  for  the  purpose  of  settling  the 
diffloulty.  If  the  bill  pass  in  the  proposed 
form,  without  the  preamble,  we  oall  upon  the 
President  to  ugn  a  bill  stating  that  to  be  right 
whlidi  he  has  declared  or  l^lieved  to  be  wrong ; 
we  call  upon  him  to  sign  ag^nst  his  conviction. 
As  he  stated  before,  the  Pendent  denies  that 
he  has  the  aothority  which  the  bill  supposes. 
Ee  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  the  Senator 
from  New  Yort  by  strikins  ont  all  from  the 
word  "  artillery''  to  the  words  "  And  whereas," 
exclnnve. 

Kr.  Sioxii  sud  that  this  very  motion  showed 
the  impropriety  of  introducing  preambles  Into 
bills.  The  Senator  from  Booth  Oorolina  (Hr. 
Hathi)  considered  apreambleneoeasary  to  show 
the  int«nt  and  meaning  of  ao  act ;  and  he  said 
that  if  a  proper  preamble  had  been  placed 
before  the  Tariff  bill,  the  oMects  set  forth  wonld 
be  widely  different  from  what  was  there  stated. 
His  opinion  was,  that  the  preamble  was  wholly 
unnecessary ;  if  it  prevail  in  one  case  it  most 
prev^  in  all,  and  the  result  will  be  that, 
instead  of  dieousang  bills,  we  will  be  employed 
in  the  consideration  of  preambles. 

Ur.  DioxEBSOK  said  lie  would  vote  aa^nst 
striking  out  the  preamble  in  this  particular 


le,  though  he  objected  to  the  general 
H.  In  reply  to  uie  gentleman  from 
Carolina  (Mr.  H*Tin)  who  expressed  his  regret 


that  a  preamble  was  not  inb^noed  into  the 
Tariff  bill,  Hr.  D.  read  the  preamble  of  the  act 
of  1789,  laying  duties,  whicn  was  as  follows 


United  States,  and  the  eneoDragement  sad  protee- 
tiaa  of  mum&ctorea,  that  duties  be  tsid  on  goodi, 
wares,  and  mGTchaudises,  imported." 

Ur.  Hatkk  B^d  the  gentleman  had  ^vsn  the 
best  reason  why  the  practice  onght  not  to  \» 
dispensed  with.  If  the  real  ohfect  of  the  Tariff 
act  of  18S8  had  been  prefixed  to  it,  we  conM 
then  have  gone  to  the  judiciary  and  tested  tb« 
constitutionality  of  that  law. 


whereas  it  was  decided  by  the  B 
true  intent  and  meaning,"  Ao. 
This  amendment  was  agreed  to— ayes  31, 


Ur.  Smtih,  of  Maryland,  inquired  whether 
the  person  referred  to  in  the  bill  would  be 
entitled  to  his  pay  for  the  time  from  which  he 
was  deranged  to  the  time  when  he  u  to  be 
arranged. 

Ur.  BsNTOiT  repUed  that  each  officer  «m 
obliged  to  give  a  certificate  of  honor  that  be 
was  employed,  and  had  incurred  the  usual  ei- 
pensee,  during  the  (Me  for  which  he  claims  pt?, 
before  he  is  entitied  to  any  emolument. 

The  qnostion  of  engroedng  the  bill  for  a  third 
reading  being  stated, 

Ur.  Bibb  asbed  the  yeas  and  nays.  He  nid 
he  was  equally  opposed  to  tha  principle  of  ibt 
presmble  and  the  bill.  He  thonght  the  decisoa 
of  the  President  right  and  this  bill  wnwg.  H* 
was  also  opposed  to  paying  any  man  a  sum  of 
perhaps  flneen  thousand  dollara,  who  hid  rea- 
dered  no  service  for  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Skith  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 
He  thonght  the  bill  coold  be  amended  by  the 
insertion  of  a  clauses  providing  against  the  W- 
ment  of  this  individuAt  for  the  time  he  has  been 
oat  of  servioe. 

The  moldon  was  agreed  to. 


Uohdat,  January  4,  1880. 
JVa-«mpUon  Eifhlt. 

The  bill  to  grant  pre-emption  rishts  to  Kt- 
tlers  on  the  public  lauds,  was  read  the  tiurd 
tjme,  and  the  Question  was  stated  on  its  piseig«. 

Mr.  Biu.  said  that  this  bill,  in  its  operatioD^ 
wonld  produce  this  effect;  the  enconnigemeDt 
of  future  violation  of  the  laws  which  regnlite 
our  public  land  system.  This  bill  givea  the 
right  of  pre-emption  to  all  those  who  ban 
violated  oar  land  laws  by  entering  on  the  pub- 
lic lands,  and  now  have  actnal  posmuoa  of 
them.  It  gives  the  right  to  those  who  baie 
thna  ent«rM  these,  to  purchase  them  at  th* 
minimum  price.  It  will  confer  the  right  oo  ■ 
large  portion  of  those  intruders  who  hsTS 
enterea  on  those  new  tracts  of  land  which 
have  been  surveye^  but  which  have  not  twea 
as  yet  o&bred  far  sale.    It  will  confer  tha  righl 
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on  those  who  sre  in  possesrion  of  the  most 
elisible  portioos  of  land  in  the  new  ooontrr, 
ud  the  effect  will  be,  that  wlien  those  lands 
ira  offered  at  poblio  sale,  the  intradera  who 
in  in  poawaaion  of  them,  will  deter  porohasers 
from  bidding  for  tbem.  There  are  many  and 
obTiooB  reasons,  (nud  Mr.  B.,)  whj  porcnaBers 
who  alreadj  have  lands,  will  decline  interfering 
with  the  possessors  of  these  lands  when 
offered  for  sale,  however  eligible  the^  may  be. 
Compaamon  for  the  situation  of  these  people 
and  their  families,  will  prevent  competitors 
from  interfering  with  them.  There  are,  in  fact, 
maDy  other  reasons  to  convinoe  them  of  the 
imprudence  of  pnrohasing  snch  tracts  of  lauda 
oTer  thoss  who  have  takes  poseeasion  of  them. 
Theae  intruders  then  will  remain  in  posseaaion, 
ud  this  bill  gives  them  the  right  to  enter  these 
lands  at  the  minimmn  price,  althongh  they 
might  be  worth  four  limes  as  mnch,  ITiia  bill, 
beffldes,  allows  the  pruvhasers  time  which  is  not 
allowed  to  others;  it,  in  effect,  gives  tbem  a 
credit  of  one  ;ear.  If  he  understood  the  hill, 
(Ur.  B.  said,)  its  operations  woald  not  cease 
iere.  If  its  operations  wonld  end  here  only, 
the  oigection  he  had  stated  to  the  bill  would 
still  be  conclnMve  with  him ;  bnt  ite  effect  ex- 
tended farther;  it  sanctions  (said  he)  an  act 
forbidden  by  the  laws  of  the  Uivted  States ;  it 
uuictions  intruders  on  the  pahlic  lands,  and  it 
will  sanction  this  as  a  precedent  for  future  in- 
truders to  act  likewise.  How  many  will  it  not 
tempt  to  follow  the  example,  thus  to  give  them 
alitle  to  the  pnblic  lands,  at  the  minimam  price, 
and  on  a  year's  credit  t  He  wonld  ask  whether 
this  law  wonld  not  encourage  other  intruders 
to  enter  upon  the  pnblic  lands,  when  they  can 
puchaEe  them  at  the  .minimnm  price?  We 
camot,  and  ve  will  not  refOse  them  the  same 
privilege,  when  they  ask  ns,  which  we  now 
propose  to  grant.  Any  person  who  has  wit- 
nessed the  effect  of  prerodents  in  this  body, 
mii5t  see  that  this  precedcDt  will  be  acted  npon 
itere&fter.  Thna  by  holding  oat  this  enconrsge- 
ment,  the  effect  will  be  to  mdnce  other  intrad- 
era to  enter  npon  the  pnblic  lands,  with  the 
hcipe  of  finally  being  allowed  to  parcbase  them 
■t  the  minimum  price.  This  is  the  natural,  the 
probable,  and  certain  effect  of  the  measnre  pro- 
posed. It  woiild  he  better  to  repeal  all  laws 
CD  this  subject,  and  to  permit  a  general  scram- 
ble, than  to  pasB  the  present  law. 

Hr.  Babto;[  said  he  would  9tat«  briefly  the 
reasons  which  influenced  the  committee  in  re- 
porting  the  bill.  There  had  been,  heretofore, 
Bowe  difficulty  with  the  committee  on  this  sub- 
ject of  pre-emption  rights ;  but  he  believed  no 
difficolty  on  uiat  subject  eiisted  at  present. 
With  respect  to  the  prohibition  of  settlements 
on  the  pnblic  lands,  contained  in  the  old  act  of 
ISOT,  and  alluded  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
New  Hamp^ire,  (Mr.  Bbll,)  that  act  did  in- 
deed prohibit  such  intrusions,  (and  it  was 
proper  enongb  for  any  government  intending 
to  sell  the  whole  of  its  lands  to  make  snch 


act  was  to  prevent  any  difHoulty  in  relation  to 
the  battnre  at  New  Orleans.  The  act,  how- 
ever, although  intended  to  apply  to  that  par>> 
tioular  oaae,  must  neoeesarily  have  been  gen- 
eral in  its  effects ;  and  for  this  reason,  and  bs- 
oanse  of  the  many  oases  of  hardship  which 
arose  from  it,  Congress  had  on  various  occasioua 
deemed  it  neoesaary  to  depart  from  the  provi- 
■ions  of  the  act  of  1807,  and  grant  pre-emption 
rights  to  actual  settlers  on  the  pnblio  lan^ 
Inasmnch,  then,  as  these  various  grants,  made 
at  different  periods,  in  different  sections  of  the 
country,  together  with  the  operations  of  the 
old  law  above  alluded  to,  created  great  in- 
equality in  the  conditions  of  the  various  settlers 
on  the  pnblic  lands,  the  oUectof  the  eonunitteo 
was  to  destroy  that  inequality,  and  place  all  ^e 
new  States  and  Territories  on  the  same  footing. 
So  tex  from  ita  being  the  settled  policy  of  the 
Government  to  prevent  intmnons  on  tiie  pnb- 


as  he  had  just  observed,  departed  f^m  in  va- 
rious instances,  so  that  the  bad  precedent  of 
reward  in  violation  of  the  law,  ooiected  to  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  Hampshire,  had  in 
fact  Deen  often  set,  and  long  ago.  Aa  to  the 
policy  or  expediency  of  the  measnre  recom- 
mended by  the  committee,  they  were  chiefly 
induced  to  report  the  bill  in  consequence  of  the 
operations  of  the  pnblio  land  system  at  the 
present  thne.  If  the  gentleman  from  New 
Hampshire  wonld  turn  to  the  documents  on 
the  subject,  he  would  find  that,  for  the  last 
thirty  years,  the  ealee  of  the  lands  had  netted 
to  the  Government  but  little  more  than  the 
minimum  price,  while  the  actnal  settler  had 
paid  more;  and  that  result  was  produced  in  this 
manner:  among  other  causes,  not  necessary  to 
detail,  there  was  a  kind  of  intermediate  power 
interposed  between  the  actnal  settler  and 
cultivator,  and  the  Government.  Speculators 
formed  a  combination^  and  ran  up  the  price  of  ~ 
the  lands  nnder  sale,  m  some  instances,  bnt  in 
a  great  many  more  cases,  formed  combinations 
to  intimidate  that  class  of  purchasers  who 
nsnally  till  the  soil,  and  bought  up  large  bodies 
of  land  for  bnt  little  more  than  the  minimnm 
price ;  which  they  afterwards  sold  to  them  at  a 
great  profit.  On  consulting  with  the  Oommls- 
sioner  of  the  General  Land  Office,  and  learning 
that  this  system  of  specnlation  had  been  carried 
on  to  a  very  great  extent,  particularly  in  the 
sonthwest,  the  question  presented  itself  to  the 
committee,  whemer  it  would  not  be  the  better 
policy  fbr  the  Government  to  give  to  the  actual 
settler  the  tract  cultivated  by  him,  at  the  mini- 
mum price,  than  to  give  it,  at  the  same  price, 
to  those  who  only  purchased  with  a  view  to 
ultimate  profit ;  and  they  had  come  to  the  con- 
clnsion  that  it  was  as  much  for  the  interest  of 
the  Government  as  of  the  cultivator  and  settler, 
that  this  combination  of  speculators  should  be 
disarmed  and  put  down,  by  thus  preferring  the 
occnpant.  No  injury  could  possibly  accrue  to 
the  Qovemment:  for,  if  the  only  object  be  to 
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pat  dollara  into  the  Treasaxj,  the  ftctoal  aetUer, 
under  the  provMona  of  this  bill,  would  pay  m 
mnch  as  the  speoolator ;  while,  on  the  other 
band,  enoonraKement  would  be  pven  to  a  moat 
Interesting  and  meritorioos  class  of  oar  fellow- 
citisens^tDe  onltJTaton  of  the  soil. 

Hr.  NoBLX  said  that,  as  the  salyeot  had  been 
brought  noder  the  ooonderation  of  the  Senate, 
he  could  not  remain  in  silence,  eapeciall;  on 
aooount  of  the  ezpresuona  uttered  b;r  ^o  R«a- 
tleman  from  New  Eampahire,  that  it  would  be 
better  to  leave  the  pablio  lands  to  a  general 
aoramble  than  to  pan  this  biU.  The  tnterinf 
wedge  (sud  Hx.  N.)  has  now  been  introdaoed, 
and  the  citiienaof  the  new  States  are  to  be  left 
at  the  mercy  of  the  tomahawk  and  scalping 
knife.  The  Emrreys  of  the  pnblio  lands  are  to 
be  oheoked  in  the  flrat  plaoe,  (alluding  to  Hx. 
Foot's  propodtka,)  and  dot  pre-emption  ia 
denied  to  actual  settlerB;  a  scramble  for  the  lands 
is  next  proposed.  The  history  of  the  sale  irf 
the  pablio  lands  commenced  at  the  Congress 
held  in  New  York.  Theaa  lands  were  at  one 
time  sold  at  twelve  and  a  half  cents  per  acre, 
and  although  the  posseesois  of  them  have 
risked  thdr  lives  In  settling  them,  yet  we  are 
told  that  it  would  be  better  to  have  a  general 
Bcnunble  for  these  lands  than  to  pass  the  pro- 
posed biU.  He  hoped  that  we  would  feel  for 
the  people  thus  utoiOed,  and  who  have  risked 
BO  much  in  TnaUng  the  settlements  which  they 
ask  the  prinlege  of  buying.  Withoat  money, 
without  clothes,  withoat  bread,  they  have  set- 
tled this  country,  and  now  they  are  told  that 
the  surveys  of  the  land  must  cease.  The  par- 
titjon  of  theee  lands  was  first  commenced  by 
forming  townships,  and  now  they  are  narrowed 
down  into  eighty  acrea.  But  now  sorveys  are 
to  cease,  emigration  to  be  checked,  the  actual 
settlers  to  be  turned  off;  the  plough  and  the 
sickle  are  to  be  broken  into  pieces.  We  (said 
Ur.  N.)  will  re^st  this  attempt.  It  ia  sud  that 
the  people  are  violators  of  the  pablio  land  laws, 
and  would,  if  this  bill  were  passed,  injure  the 
sale  of  these  land%  by  deterring  purchasers  from 
bidding  for  them.  He,  QirTjf,,)  on  the  con- 
trary, asserted  that,  instead  of  iiiiniiiiBhing^  they 
augmented  the  value  of  theee  lands. 

The  bill  was  then  postponed  to  Tuesdi^ 
week. 


TuiSDAT,  Jaunary  6. 

MamaeKvettt  Clahn. 
Ur,  BuBBEB  rose  and  said,  that,  agreeably  to 
notice  given  yesterday,  be  was  about  to  ask 
leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  entitled  "A  bill  to 
authorize  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  the 
State  of  Uaasachusetts  for  certain  militia  ser- 
vices daring  the  lato  war; "  but  aa  this  claim, 
whioh  bad  boen  so  long  in  Oongress,  bad  never 
been  before  this  branon  of  it,  fie  was  induced 
to  accompany  its  introduction  here  by  a  remark 
or  two  in  relation  to  it.  The  subject  of  this 
tiajm,  he  said,  bad  been  embraced  in  every 
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annnal  message  of  the  Chief  Hagittrale  of  Uu- 
sachnsetta,  and  had  occupied  a  portion  of  ths 
attention  of  every  sucoeesive  Legialatore  of  thtt 
State,  for  some  time  past ;  that  Uiii  cuwdtn- 
tion,  in  connection  with  the  interest  and  tb« 
fiielings  of  the  people  of  Uasiachusetls  npca 
the  Bubjeot,  maoe  it  the  duty  of  thur  Bcpr*- 
sentatives  here  to  press  it  upon  the  wrl;  n>n- 
nderationuf  the  Senate,  without  waitjnglongu 
for  the  action  of  the  other  House  upon  it 
Massachusetts,  one  of  the  oldest  Statei  of  the 
Union,  bad  presented  a  claim  upon  the  Gdt- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  for  militsrj  ei- 
pendituree  in  the  course  of  the  late  war,  U> 
an  amount  exceeding  eight  hondred  Ihaisuid 
dollars.    This  claim  had  been  considered  u 

Suitable  one,  not  only  by  that  sdminietntioa 
the  Government  of  Uassachusetts  imdei 
which  it  originat«d,  but  hj  every  succeed 
adminiBtration  of  the  State,  from  tiiat  period  ot 
time  to  the  present  one^  and  after  twelve  or 
thirteen  veara'  application  for  a  remaoentiin 
of  the  daim,  a  bill  was  reported,  abont  two 
years  ago,  for  two  hundred  and  forty  odd  thou- 
sand dollara,  or  a  little  over  one-quarter  of  its 
amount.  This  hill  (sud  Hr.  S.)  was  ucom- 
panied  by  a  report  frtun  the  moat  BcntiDiiiDg 
officer  of  the  War  Department,  staling  thii 
amonnlj  at  least,  to  be  doe,  according  to  ibt 
most  n^d  prindples  whim  had  ever  been 
adopted  m  the  a^ustment  of  any  omilir  cliiin 
whatever;  aud  althongh  nearly  or  quite  two 

fears  had  elapsed  since  that  report  wis  made, 
t  has  not  been  acted  upon ;  yet,  wbUe  IhiJ 
claim  of  Uaasachusetta  had  been  pending  befbte 
Congres«i  most,  if  not  all,  thoee  of  a  nmiltf 
character,  from  other  Statea,  had,  he  beUeied, 
beensettled.  Maa«achD8etts(saM]lfr.S.)ub 
and  expects  the  same  measure  of  justice  to  be 
rendered  to  her  whioh  has  been  accorded  to 
those  other  States;  and  she  asks  also,  and  ub 
earnestly,  for  a  decision  upon  her  claim.  It 
has,  th^«fore^  in  the  opinion  of  her  del^ation, 
become  thdr  dnt^  to  urge  it  to  a  settlen^t, 
and  to  expreea  their  desire  that  an  esilyrepoct 
and  dedsion  may  be  had  upon  it  in  the  Senate. 
With  this  explanation,  he  asked  leave  to  intr> 
duce  the  bill. 

The  leave  was  graotad,  and  the  biU  waa  read 
and  ordered  to  a  second  reading. 


Tdbsoat,  January  IS. 

Mr.  FbotU  JBMoIuNim  t»  Inyvire  iiUp  ti*  ^ 

pedimey  i^  Sv^mdtug  t&t  Bal»  y  HtFA- 

Ur.  Hathb  sud,  I  have  not  riseiL  lb,  VttA- 
dent,  for  the  purpose  of  discussing  the  propriety 


•  TUinKlBtl 


wa^in  ItnltlntBi 


ulm  of  the  pnbUo  lasdi,  uid  M  >iich  infoby  juiitfi  M 
■  nurov  Add  rf  dlKo^oD  ud  bol  tnuioit  t«fla  of  lb- 
UU.  Bat  It  tn*  toca  nude  ta  tiki  BwtiMr  tMro,  laA  M 
imiog  ■  tiqilB  of  fiHtudibldl^ltttonrt— OadMOU* 
at  DolllflMtlaal  aad  lli  MqauM-IlM  dliidaUiia  «  U« 
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<if  iutitatiiic  the  inqaiiy  recommended  hj  tbe 
icsolatioiL  out  to  offer  *  few  remarks  on  an- 
aCb«r  and  much  more  important  qaegdon,  to 
vhkh  gentleman  have  alloded  in  Uie  oonrw 
of  this  debtte — I  mean  the  poUc;  which  onght 
to  be  imrmed  in  relation  to  the  pnblio  landa. 
Tbe  object  of  the  remarks  I  am  abont  to  offer 
13  merelj  to  call  pnblic  atl«ntioa  to  the  qnea- 
tion,  to  throw  ont  a  few  cmde  and  nndigeetad 
Ihonghte,  as  food  for  refieotion,  in  order  to  pre- 


pare the  pnblio  mind  for  the  adoption,  at 

oistant  d«j,  of  some  fixed  and  settled  policT  in 

rdttico  to  the  pnblic  lands.    I  believe  that, 


out  of  the  Weatem  oountrj,  tbere  ia  no  subject 
mtbe  whole  range  of  onr  leKislatioa  leee  on- 
dentood,  and  in  relation  to  wMoh  there  ezista 
SD  mU7  errors^  and  snch  nnh^pf  prqndioes 
aod  iiiiB0ODoepti<»ifl. 

There  maj  be  lud  to  be  two  great  partiw  in 
thia  coontrj,  who  entertwn  -vtrj  opposite 
t^tQiMii  in  relation  to  the  character  of  the 
policy  which  the  Government  hoa  heretofore 
pnrraed,  in  relAtJ<m  to  the  pnblio  lands,  as  well 
as  to  that  which  onght,  bereaftw,  to  be  pur- 
ned.  I  pronoee,  veryl^efly,  to  examine  theee 
opinioDi^  and  to  throw  ont  for  consideration  a 
fer  ideas  in  connection  with  them.  Adverting 
£nt,  to  the  past  policy  of  the  QoTemment,  we 
find  that  one  party,  embracing  a  vwy  large  por- 
tion, perhma  at  tlus  time  a  majority  of  ule  peo- 
ee  of  the  United  States,  in  aA  quarters  of  the 
DiOD,  entertain  the  opinion,  that,  in  the  seb- 


riilgaiiaBVllltfnTra'Btata.  ICr.  WelMtor  ud  Hi. 
HtjB*  (with  ^bnn  It  boffta)  T«n  tlu  pramlnflnt  ipcftkan 
n  tUi  Mw  sad  ■tvtUag  topla ;  ud,  vlut  n  nld  ipoD  tt 


Hnrt  It  Ote  d^,  or  pr*  eel*bilt7  te  tb*  dsbata  at  Uu  ttma^ 
lailtatt^Jfit  »(  It  <rblgk  ansa  within  tha  imipa  of 
Ikii  ibildiBMnt.  Hi.  Hits*.  Ik  <q>imiig  Hi.  Fogft  iMO- 
M»>,too>  bmmIoq  to  go  lata  ths  aouldHUlini  at  tha  Ai- 
toa  dliviMtIn  of  tba  puUk  hndt,  lERntliic  thali  tiaai&i 
■  mr  lam*  to  lb*  nw  Stttm  Ib  wUsh  thaj  Ua  aod  lOi 
Ik  bia^U  «<  Mttlan  and  ealUralan,  aad  4*praeU)B(  Utalr 
■l>facBidBdr,<lthsi(ft  iTumnlatit  In  tha  Traanir.oi  Is 
badMdad  ^toag  tha  StUu.  la  laidlX(  to  aomptioii  ud 
"latnMatloa.  Mi.  WaUtw,  Id  nf\j,  took  gp  thli  polat  Is 
lb.  Hajiu^i  T>**^>^.  ud  argoad  tlut  eomoUdatlan  wu  pot 
th>dii«ii»Uebtbn>UDiidlfc«Hatata>,biit  Iha  oontnix 
— DlmiiaB!  and  nfamd  to  lugnaga  aud  procMdlogi  iB 
Bonh  ChroUna,  DDdTlG  la  Ihalr  Import,  and  tandiDg  to  thl» 
fflntitnaiUr.  inUi  eqail  dKOnui  aod  Jnatloa,  (fOi  then 
wa  aotUac  to  hDplleala  Hi.  Hafsa  IB  ur  of  thli  laascace 
or  NBdact,)  Hr.  Vabatai  Kinaallr  aioautted  hioi  from  all 
emjBcttr  IH  Oa  lappoaed  dattgn.  Bat  ha  ImpUoatad 
athan,  aad  Ihrt  qilt*  dkUntlr— friandi  of  Hi.  Hara*— 
•ma  af  wVn  wan  (baeat,  md  naaHuclona  of  vliat  wu 
Md:  aad  oaa  of  whom  wu  pnaail,  ud  bosad  to  haai  all 
ttat*MMld,aBd  toba  allaat— Ua  poaltloD  forbUdlae  Urn 
ta  anfna  ta  8(nt«rl<l  dlaaualoa  —  (Hi.  Cathona,  Tlea 
Pnddaat  <K  tha  Ualtad  8tataa,aBd  PrMidant  of  tha  Baaata.) 
TbagiWinM  ipMt  oTHl.H^a  aaaka  to  tha  dltUloa  tl 
Ho  ipok*  Ibr 


It  (THita  hsT*  Unt  ■  gnat  addlUonal 


tlement  of  the  new  Btatea  and  the  dispodtion 
of  the  pnUic  lands,  Oongress  haa  pnrsned  not 
only  anighlj  JDst  and  liberal  oonrse,  but  one  at 
:traordinary  kindneea  and  indnlgence.  We 
e  regarded  as  having  acted  towards  the  new 
States  in  the  n>irit  of  parental  weakness,  grant- 
ing to  froward  cliildren,  not  only  every  thing 
that  wsB  reasonable  and  proper,  bnt  actnalW 
robbing  oorselvea  of  onr  property  to  gr^i^ 
their  insatiable  desires.  While  the  other 
party,  embnuung  the  entire  West,  insist  that 
we  have  treated  them,  from  the  b^^nning,  not 
like  heirs  of  the  eatateL  bnt  in  the  spirit  of  a 
hard  task-master,  resolved  to  promote  onr 
selfish  interests  from  the  frnit  of  Uieir  labor. 
Now,  KT,  it  is  not  my  present  purpose  to  in- 
vestigate all  the  grounds  on  which  Uiese  oppo- 
site opinions  rest ;  I  shall  content  myself  widi 
Dotiom^  one  or  two  partionlars,  in  relation  to 
which  it  has  long  speared  to  me,  that  llie 
Weet  have  had  some  caose  for  compUnL  I  no- 
tice them  now,  not  for  the  pnrpoae  of  aKravat- 
ing  the  spirit  of  discontent  in  relation  to  this 
snoject  which  Is  known  to  exist  in  that  quarter 
^"or  I  do  not  know  that  my  rcnoe  will  ever 
reaoh  them — bnt  to  assist  in  bringing  others  to 
what  I  believe  to  b«  a  Joit  sense  5  the  past 
policy  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  this 
matter.  In  tha  creation  and  settlement  of  the 
new  States,  the  plan  has  been  invariably  pur- 
sned,  of  selling  ont.  &om  time  to  time,  oertun 
portions  of  the  pnblio  lands^  for  the  highest  price 
that  could  possibly  be  obtained  forthem  in  open 
market,  and,  nntil  a  few  years  past^  on  long 
credits.  In  this  respect,  a  marked  differenoe 
ia  observable  between  oar  policy  and  that  of 
eveiy  other  nation  that  has  ever  attempt«d  to 
establish  colonies  or  to  create  new  States. 
Without  paosing  to  examine  the  course  pursued 
in  this  respect  at  earlier  periods  in  the  histoiy 
of  the  world,  I  will  come  directiy  to  the  meas- 
nres  adopted  in  the  first  setUement  of  the  new 
world,  and  will  confine  my  observations  entire- 
\j  to  North  America.  The  Eoglish,  the 
FrenclL  and  the  Spaniards,  have  saccesuvely 
planted  their  colonieshere,  and  have  all  adopted 
the  same  policy,  which,  from  the  very  b^in- 
ning  of  the  world,  had  always  been  found  ne- 
cessary in  the  settlement  of  new  (Muntries,  vis : 
A  free  grant  of  lands,  ".without  money  and 
withoat  price."  We  all  know  that  the  British 
colonies,  at  their  first  settlement  here,  (whether 
deriving  tiUe  directiy  from  the  crown  or  the 
lords  proprietors,)  received  grants  for  conuder^ 
tiona  merely  nominal. 

The  payment  of  "a  penny,"  or  a  "pepper 
com,"  was  the  stipulated  price  wbidi  onr 
fathers  along  the  whole  Atlantic  coast,  now 
composing  tiie  old  thirteen  States,  paid  for 
their  Unas,  and  even  when  oonditions,  seem- 
ingly more  sobstantial,  were  annexed  to  the 
grants;  snch  for  instance  aa  " settiement  and 
cnltivation."  These  were  considered  as  sob- 
stantjally  complied  with,  by  the  cutting  down 
a  few  trees  and  erecting  a  1<%  cabin— the  work 
of  only  a  few  days.    Even  theee  oondittons  very 
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BooQ  came  to  be  conridered  as  merelj  nominal, 
and  were  never  r«qaired  to  be  pursned.  in  order 
t«  vest  in  the  grantee  the  fee  simple  of  the  soil. 
Bnch  was  the  e;atem  under  whicn  thia  oonntry 
wss  ori^nallf  settled,  and  under  which  the 
thirteen  colonies  floorished  and  grew  op  to  that 
e&rlj  and  vigorons  manhood,  which  enabled 
them  in  a  few  ;ear8  to  achieve  their  independ- 
ence ;  and  I  beg  gentlemen  to  recollect,  and 
iiot«  the  fact,  that,  while  thej  paid  snbstantiaUr 
nothing  to  the  mother  country,  the  whole 
profits  of  their  indnsby  were  suffered  to  re- 
main in  their  own  hands.  Now,  what,  let  ns 
inquire,  was  the  reason  which  hu  induced  all 
naUona  to  adopt  this  sjstem  in  the  settlement 
of  new  countries  f  Can  it  be  any  other  than 
this:  that  it  affords  the  only  certain  means  of 
building  np  in  a  wilderness,  great  and  prosper- 
ous commnnities  I  Was  not  that  policy  founded 
on  the  universal  belief,  that  the  conquest  of  a 
new  country,  the  drivingoat  "thesavaee  beasts 
and  still  more  savage  men,"  cutting  down  and 
subduing  the  forest,  and  encountering  all  the 
hudships  and  privations  necessarily  incident 
to  the  conversion  of  the  wilderness  into  culti- 
vated fields,  was  worth  the  fee  simple  of  the 
soil  t  And  was  it  not  believed  that  the  mother 
country  found  ample  remuneration  for  the  value 
of  the  land  so  granted  in  the  additions  to  her 
power  and  the  new  sources  of  commerce  and  of 
wealth,  fnmished  by  prosperous  and  popnlons 
States)  Now,  sir,  I  submit  to  the  candid  con- 
sideration of  gentlemen,  whether  the  policy  so 
diametrically  opposite  to  this,  which  has  been 
invariably  pursued  by  the  United  States  to- 
wards the  new  States  in  the  West,  has  been 
qnite  soiustand  liberal,  as  we  have  been  ac- 
Qustomea  to  believe.  Certain  It  is,  that  the 
British  colonies  to  the  north  of  na,  and  the 
Spanish  and  French  to  the  sooth  and  west, 
have  been  fostered  and  reared  up  nnder  a  very 
different  system.  Lands,  which  had  been  for 
fifty  or  a  hundred  years  open  to  every  settler, 
vrithont  any  charge  beyond  the  expense  of  the 
survey,  were,  the  moment  they  tell  into  the 
hands  of  the  United  States,  held  np  for  sale  at 
the  highest  price  that  a  public  auction,  at  the 
most  favorable  seasons,  and  not  untreqneDtly  a 
Hjirit  of  the  wildest  competition,  oonld  pro- 
duce, with  a  limitation  that  they  should  never 
be  sold  below  a  certain  minimum  price;  thus 
making  it,  as  it  would  seem,  the  cardinal  point 
of  onr  policy,  not  to  settle  the  country,  and 
facilitate  the  formation  of  new  States,  but  to 
fill  our  coffers  by  coining  our  lands  into  gold. 

In  coming  to  the  conGideration  of  the  next 
great  question,  what  onght  to  be  the  future 
policy  of  the  Government  in  relation  to  the 
public  lands!  we  find  the  most  opposite  and 
irreconcilable  opinions  between  the  two  parties 
which  I  have  before  de9cril>ed.  On  the  one 
side  it  is  contended  that  the  public  land  ought 
to  be  reserved  as  a  permanent  fund  for  revenue, 
and  future  distribution  among  the  States ;  while, 
on  the  other,  it  is  insisted  that  the  whole  of 
theae  loads  of  right  belong  to,  and  ought  to 


relinqmshed  to,  the  States  in  which  tbey  He,  I 
shall  proceed  to  throw  out  some  Ideti  in  reU- 
tio9  to  the  proposed  policy,  that  the  public 
lands  ought  to  be  reserved  for  these  pnipOM. 
It  may  be  a  question,  Mr.  Preddent,  bow  tirit 
is  possible  to  convert  the  pnbUo  lands  into  i 
Certain  it  la,  that  IS 


have  most  signally  fuled.  The 
not  injustice  ^the  proceeding,  puts  thoss  upon 
whom  it  is  to  operate  upon  the  alert,  te  coDtrin 
methods  of  evading  and  counteracting  oar 
policy,  and  hundreds  of  schemes,  in  the  ehipe  d 
appropriations  of  lands  for  roads,  canali,  ind 
schools,  grants  to  actual  settlers,  Ac,  aw  re- 
sorted to  for  the  purpose  of  controlUng  our 
operations.  But,  sir,  let  us  take  it  for  granttd 
tiiat  we  will  be  able,  hereafter,  to  resist  ihee* 
application^  and  to  reserve  the  whole  of  joor 
lands,  for  fifty  or  for  a  hundred  years,  or  for  bU 
time  to  come,  to  furnish  a  great  ftmd  for  pt^ 
manent  revenue.  Is  it  desirable  that  we  sbaild 
do  sot  WiU  it  promote  the  welfsre  ot  the 
United  States  to  have  at  our  disposal  a  pnrnt- 
nent  treasury,  not  drawn  from  the  pociets  of 
the  people,  but  to  be  derived  from  a  soone  iS' 
dn>endent  of  them  t  Would  it  be  safe  tc  con- 
fide snch  a  treasury  to  the  keeping  of  our  n^ 
tional  rulers?  to  expose  them  to  the  temptation) 
inseparable  &om  the  direction  and  control  of  s 
fond  which  might  he  enlarged  or  diminiabed 
almost  at  pleasure,  without  imposing  bnrtbai 
upon  the  people?  Sir,  I  may  be  wngnltf— 
perhaps  I  stand  alone  here  in  the  opinion,  btt 
it  is  one  1  have  long  entertained,  that  me  of 
the  greatest  safegnards  of  liberty  is  s  jeilou 
watchfulness  on  tbe  part  of  Uie  people,  oTer  the 
collection andexponaitnre of  the pubhcmonej— 
a  watchfiilness  that  can  only  be  seonred  whtre 
the  money  is  drawn  by  taxation  direct]/ froai 
the  pockets  of  the  people.  Every  schema  or 
contrivance  by  which  rulers  are  able  to  procON 
the  command  of  money  by  means  unknown  to, 
unseen  or  nnfelt  by,  the  people,  destroy*  Ijii 
security.  Even  the  revenne  system  of  this 
country,  by  which  the  whole  of  our  peonniiiT 
resources  are  derived  from  Indirect  taielioOf 
from  duties  upon  imports,  has  done  mncli  to 
weaken  the  responsibility  of  onr  federal  nile« 
to  the  people,  and  has  made  them,  in  Ki^^ 
measure,  careless  of  their  rights,  and  regsrdl** 
of  the  high  trust  committed  to  their  care. 
Can  any  man  believe,  sir,  that,  if  twentj-lhrw 
millions  per  annum  were  now  levied  bj  dif«' 
taxation,  or  by  an  apportionment  of  the  mhm 
among  the  States,  instead  of  being  ruwd  l)j  en 
indirect  tax,  of  the  severe  effect  of  whloh  f*» 
are  aware,  that  the  waste  and  extrataeanM, 
the  unaothoriMd  imposition  of  duties,  and  »p- 
propriations  of  money  for  nnconstitntioMl 
objects,  would  have  been  tolerated  for  a  sm^e 
jearl  My  life  upon  it,  sir,  they  would  not.  1 
distrust,  therefore,  sir,  the  policy  of  creatine  s 
great  permanent  national  treasury,  whether  te 
be  derived  from  public  lands  or  from  asjouier 
source.    If  Ihad,  sir,  thepow6^sofa^^agici*l^ 
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lod  could,  bj  a  wsre  of  mj  hand,  convert  Qiig 
c^tol  into  gold  for  such  a  purpose,  I  woold  not 
do  it  If  I  conld,  b7  a  mere  act  of  mj  will, 
put  at  the  disposal  of  the  Federal  GoTemment 
tcf  amount  of  traaHore  which  I  might  think 
proper  to  name,  I  ehonld  limit  the  amonnt  to 
tbe  mesna  neceaaarj  for  the  legitimate  purpotu 
of  the  GoTemmenL  Sir,  an  immense  national 
beaauT  would  be  a  fiind  Ibr  corraption.  It 
TooM  enable  Oongresa  and  tbe  ExecntiTe  to 
enrtiae  ft  oontrol  over  Btatea,  as  well  as  over 
great  intereats  in  the  ooontrj,  naj,  eren  over 
eorpormtifHU  and  indiTidnals — ntterlr  destmo- 
tive  of  tlie  purity,  and  &tal  to  tlid  miratJOD  of 
ear  instttntionB,  It  wonld  be  eqaallr  btal  to 
the  soverwgntf  and  independence  of  tLe  States, 
Bir,  I  am  one  of  tboee  who  believe  that  the  very 
life  of  our  sjatem  is  the  independence  of  the 
States,  and  that  there  ia  do  evil  more  to  be 
'  d  than  the  consolidation  of  thia  Gov- 


Federsl  Gorermnent,  that  this  system  works 
wen,  and  can  answer  the  great  ends  for  which 
it  was  inatitnted.  I  am  opposed,  therefore^  in 
107  ihape^  to  all  mmeoetgary  eitennon  of  the 
Mwer^  or  die  infinenoe  of  tbe  Legidatnre  or 
EieootiTe  (A  the  Uuioii  over  the  Btates,  or  the 
people  of  the  States;  and,  most  of  all,  I  am  (^ 
poied  to  those  partial  diatribntiotu  of  bvora, 
wb^er  by  legiuation  or  appropriation,  which 
ba«  a  direct  utd  powerM  tendency  to  spread 
emraplion  throogh  the  land ;  to  create  an 
abject  ^>irit  of  dependence;  to  sow  the  seeds 
ofdiswriodon;  to  prodnoe  jealoiuy  among  the 
different  portions  of  the  UnioQ.  and  finally  to 
w^  the  very  fomidations  of  tne  Government 
itself 

Kr,  there  Is  anoHter  aoheme  in  relatbn  to 
the  poblio  lands,  which,  as  it  addresses  itself  to 
the  inteMsted  and  selfish  feelings  of  oar  nature, 
*iQ  donbtleea  find  many  advocates.  I  mean 
Qie  diitrilration  of  the  pnblia  lands  among  the 
Blate^  aoMO^o^  to  some  ratio  hereafter  to  be 
KtOed.  Sir,  this  ^stem  of  distribation  is,  in 
all  its  shapea,  liable  to  many  and  powerfbl  ob- 
kctitHu.  I  will  not  go  into  them  at  this  time, 
oeeaose  tbe  snitjeot  has  recently  oodergone  a 
thorough  discnamon  in  the  other  Hooee,  and 
because,  firom  present  indications,  we  shall 
*hortly  have  up  the  cabject  here.  "  Sufficient 
onto  die  dsf  ia  the  evil  thereof." 

What  th«i,  (asked  Hr.  H.,)  is  onr  tme  polioy 
on  this  important  snl^eot  t  I  do  not  profess  b> 
have  formed  anyflied  or  settled  opinions  in  re- 
latioa  to  it  The  time  has  not  yet  arrived 
when  that  qnestion  most  be  decided;  and  I 
moBt  rtaerve  for  fnithor  lights,  and  more  ma^ 
tore  reflection,  the  formation  of  a  final  jadg- 
ment.  The  pablio  debt  most  be  first  pud.  For 
thia,  these  lutds  have  been  solemnly  pledged  to 
the  poblic  creditors.  This  done,  which,  if  there 
be  ao  interference  with  the  Sinking  Fond,  will 
be  effected  in  three  or  fonr  jeara.  the  qnestion 
will  then  be  fairly  open,  to  be  disposed  of  as 
CoDgnas  and  the  cooutry  m»y  thiA  Jnst  and 


proper.  Without  attempting  to  indicate  predsely 
what  onr  polic?  ought  then  to  be,  I  will,  in  tbe 
same  spirit  whioh  has  indnced  me  to  throw  ont 
the  desnltory  thonghte  which  I  have  now  pre- 
sented to  the  Senate,  snggest  for  consideration, 
whether  it  will  not  be  soond  polioy,  and  true 
wisdom,  to  adopt  a  ^stem  of  measnrea  looking 
to  tbe  final  relinqouihment  of  these  lands  on 
the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  tbe  States  in 
which  they  lie,  on  aaoh  terms  and  oonditions  as 
may  folly  indemnify  ns  for  the  cost  of  the 
original  porchase,  and  all  the  tronble  and  ex- 
pense to  whioh  we  may  have  been  pnt  on  th^ 
accoiut.  Qiving  np  the  plan  of  nsing  these 
lands  forever  as  a  fond  either  for  revenue  or 
distribution,  oeasing  to  hog  them  as  a  great 
treasure,  renouncing  the  idea  of  administering 
them  with  a  view  to  regnlate  and  control  the 
indnatry  and  population  of  the  States,  or  of 
keeping   in   sulyection    and    dependen 


striking  out  a  plan  for  the  final  adjustment  of 
tbe  load  question  on  Joit  and  eqnitable  princi- 
plee.  Perha^  dr,  the  lands  ought  not  to  be 
entire]y.reIinqoished  to  any  State  nntU  she  sbalt 
have  made  oondderable  advances  in  population 
and  eettlraient.  Ohio  has  probably  abeady 
reached  that  condition.  Tbertdinqnishinentmay 
be  mode  by  a  sale  to  the  State,  at  a  fiied  price, 
which  I  will  not  say  shonld  be  nominal;  bnt 
certdnly  I  shonld  not  be  disposed  to  fix  the 
amount  so  high  as  to  keep  the  States  for  any 
length  of  time  in  debt  to  the  United  States.  \a 
short,  our  whole  polioy  in  relation  to  the  pnblio 
lands  may  perhaps  be  summed  up  in  tbe  decla- 
ration with  which  I  set  out,  that  they  ought 
not  to  be  kept  and  retained  forever  as  a  great 
treasore,  bnt  that  they  shonld  be  administered 
chiefly  with  a  view  to  the  creation,  within 
reasonable  periods,  of  great  and  flourishing  com- 
munities, to  be  formed  into  free  and  independ- 
ent States;  to  be  vested  in  dne  season  with 
the  oontrol  of  all  the  lands  within  their  re* 
pective  limits. 
[Here  the  debate  dosed  for  this  day.] 


VxDNssDAT,  Jannaiy  SO. 
ThtBOtaU  CmHimti. 

The  Senate  remmed  the  oonaideraticn  of  the 
resolution  of  Ur.  Foot,  which  was  the  sabjeot 
of  discussion  yesterday. 

Ifr.  WoBOTKB  sdd :  I  now  proceed,  sir,  to 
some  of  the  opinions  expressed  by  the  gentie- 
man  fhim  South  Carolina.  Two  or  three  topic* 
were  touched  by  him,  in  regard  to  which  he 
expressed  sentiments  in  which  I  do  not  at  all 

In  the  first  place,  sir  the  honorable  gcnUe- 
man  spoke  of  the  whole  coarse  and  pMlcy  of 
the  Government  towards  those  who  have  pur- 
ohosed  and  settled  thepnblic  lands,  and  seemed  to 
think  this  polioy  wrong.  He  held  it  to  have 
been  from  the  firat,  hard  and  rigorous;  he  waa 
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of  opimon  tlwt  th«  United  SUtea  had  wtted  to- 
wvoB  thoao  who  had  sabdoed  the  Westeni 
wilderneM,  in  the  spirit  of  &  step-mother ;  that 
tiie  pnblic  dom^n  had  been  improperly  regarded 
as  a  sonroe  of  revenue ;  and  that  wb  had  rigidly 
compelled  payment  for  that  which  ought  to 
hR7e  been  given  away.  He  said  we  onght  to 
have  followed  the  analogy  of  other .  Govem- 
menta,  wbich  had  acted  on  a  mach  more  liberal 
BjBtem  than  oars,  in  planting  colonies.  He 
dwelt  particnlarly  npon  the  settlement  of 
America  by  colonists  from  Europe;  and  re- 
minded na  that  their  Govermnenta  had  not  ex- 
acted from  theee  oolonists  payment  for  the  soil ; 
with  them,  he  sai^  it  had  been  thought  that 
tiie  conquest  of  ue  wildemees  was,  itsell^  an 
equivalent  for  the  soil ;  and  he  lamented  that 


grants  to  the  West. 

Now,  air,  I  Aenj  altogether,  that  there  has 
been  any  thing  harsh  or  aerere  in  the  policy 
of  the  GoTermuent  towards  the  new  States  of 
the  West  On  Uie  contrary,  I  m^tain  that  it 
has  oniformly  pnnmed  towuds  those  States,  a 
liberal  and  enlif^tened  ByBtem,  snch  as  ita  own 
duty  allowed  and  reqnired,  and  snch  as  their 
interests  and  wd&re  demanded.  The  GoTem- 
ment  has  been  no  step-mother  to  the  new 
fitotes ;  she  has  not  been  careless  of  their  in- 
terests, nor  deaf  to  their  requests ;  bat  from  the 
first  moment,  when  the  territories  which  now 
form  those  State^  were  ceded  to  the  Union, 
down  to  the  time  m  which  I  am  now  speaking, 
It  lias  been  the  inTariable  object  of  the  Govern- 
ment to  dispose  of  the  soi^  according  to  the 
tme  sptrit  of.  the  obllgatioa  under  which  it  re- 
oNved  it:  to  hasten  its  setUement  and  oultiva- 
titn,  aa  for  and  as  fkst  as  practicable,  and  to 
rear  the  new  oommunilies  into  equal  and  inde- 
pendent Btotea,  at  the  earlieat  moment  of  thai 
bring  able,  by  their  mun1>ers,  to  form  aregular 
government. 

I  do  not  admit,  rir,  that  the  analogy  to 
which  the  gentleman  refers  la  Jnst,  or  that  the 
cases  are  at  all  similar.  li^eretonoresnnblance 
between  the  casea  npon  which  a  statesman  can 
fonnd  an  argnment.  The  original  Ncnth  Ameri- 
can oolonista  either  fled  from  Europe,  like  onr 
N^ew  England  ancestors,  to  avoid  perseontion, 
or  came  hither  at  their  own  dhargea,  and  often 
at  the  ruin  of  their  fortunes,  as  private  adven- 
turers. Generally  speaking,  they  derived 
neither  snooor  nor  protection  from  their  gov- 
ernments at  home.  Vide,  indeed,  is  the  dif- 
ference between  those  cases  and  ours.  From 
the  very  origin  of  the  Govenunent,  these 
Western  lands,  and  the  jost  protection  of  those 
who  had  settled  or  shonld  settle  on  them,  have 
been  the  leading  objects  in  oar  policy,  md  have 
led  to  expenditures,  both  of  blood  and  treasure, 
not  inconriderable:  not  indeed  exceeding  the 
importance  of  the  opject,  and  not  yidded  gntdg- 
in^y  or.  rdnclantly  certainly ;  bat  yet  not  in- 
ocmsiderable,  thon^  necessary  sacrifices,  made 
tot  high  proper  mda     The  Indian  title  has 
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been  extinguished  at  the  expense  of  many  nul- 
lions.  Is  that  nothing  ?  There  is  still  a^neh 
more  material  consideration.  These  tolonics, 
if  we  are  to  call  them  so,  in  pasnng  the  Alle- 
ghany, did  not  pass  beyond  tne  care  and  pro- 
tection of  thdr  own  Government.  Wherever 
they  went,  the  public  arm  waa  stiU  AetcM 
over  tbem.  A  parental  Government  at  hoflM 
waa  still  ever  mindAil  of  tiuii  contUtionj  nd 
their  wants ;  and  nothing  was  spared  which  ■ 
Just  sense  of  their  neeesdties  required.  It  it 
forgotten  that  it  was  one  of  tite  most  ardtwu 
dubes  of  the  Government,  in  ita  eariieet  jttn, 
to  defend  the  frontiers  against  the  NorthwErt- 
em  Indians!  Are  the  sn&rings  and  miafcr- 
tunes  under  Harmer  and  SL  Clair  not  worthy 
to  be  remembered?  Do  the  oconrreneci  coo- 
neeted  vrith  these  military  efforts  show  an  im- 
feeling  neglect  of  Westsm  intoreatsl  Asd 
here,  "Bir,  what  becomes  of  the  gtmtkmu'i 


foe  t  What  treasQres  of  the  ezobeqner  wers 
expended  in  baying  np  the  original  title  to  Ihi 
BoUt  What  governmental  arm  held  Its  aft* 
over  onr  fathers'  heads,  as  they  idoneered  thiiir 
way  in  the  wiidenieBS?  Sir,  it  was  not  till 
General  Wayne's  victory  in  ITM,  that  it  conM 
be  said  we  had  conqaered  the  savages.  It  wu 
not  till  that  period  that  the  Qovemment  coiU 
have  oonaid^«d  itself  as  having  catablidial  u 
entire  ability  to  protect  those  who  should  un- 
dertake the  conquest  of  the  wildvneH.  And 
here,  sir,  at  the  epoch  of  1794,  let  ns  ftat, 
and  survey  the  scene.  It  is  now  tliiitr-fi« 
years  since  that  scene  actually  existed.  L«t 
as,  sir,  look  back,  and  behold  it  Over  i!l  thsl 
is  now  Ohio,  there  then  stretched  ooe  tut 
wilderness,  nnbroken,  except  by  twosmallBpoa 
of  civilized  onlture,  the  one  at  Ifarietta,  uid 
the  other  at  Cincinnati.  At  tlieee  little  open- 
ings, hardly  each  a  pin's  point  npon  the  migk 
the  arm  of  the  frontiersman  bad  levdM 
the  fbrest,  and  let  In  the  sun.  These  thtia 
patches  of  earth,  and  themselves  ahnost 
shadowed  by  tiie  overhanging  bou^  of  lb*t 
wilderness  which  had  sUwd  and  pet^etuted 
itself^  from  oentnry  to  oentnry,  ever  nnn  tiM 
creation,  were  all  that  had  then  been  radend 
verdant  by  the  hand  of  man.  In  an  extent  of 
hundreds  and  thousaads  of  square  mOie,  no 
other  surface  of  smiling  green  attested  the  pns- 
of  dviUi^on.    The  banter's  path  am- 


ed  mighty  rivers,  flowing  In  soUtary  g 
whose  soaroes  lay  in  remote  and  nnkDOwn  r^ 
gions  of  the  wilderness.  It  struck,  hjmhi  tbs 
north,  on  a  vast  inland  sea,  over  whidi  the 
wintrr  tempeets  raged  as  rat  the  ocean;  sH 
BTonnd  waa  bare  creation.  It  waa  a  tndi,  no- 
tonched,  unbounded,  magnifioent  wildenHMl 
And,  sir,  what  is  it  now  I    Is  it  imagination 

n"  ,  or  can  it  poasibly  be  fact,  that  presenU 
a  change,  as  sorprises  and  astoiiiihes  vs, 
when  we  turn  our  eyes  to  what  Ohio  now  fai 
Is  it  a  reality,  or  a  dream,  that,  in  so  short  • 
period  even  as  fhirty-flve  years,  tbsre  h« 
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X  on  the  ume  sorfaca,  an  independent 


A  StatM,  Than  thej  undertook  to 
pM  their  Independence.  Thia  new  member 
of  the  repablia  AH  already  left  far  behind  her  a 
nutjority  of  the  old  States.  She  is  now  bf  the 
sde  of  Viifljnia  aitd  Pennsrlvania ;   and  in 

GLot  of  nnmber^  irill  shortlf  admit  no  eqnal 
t  New  York  henelf. 

But  tliere  was  another  obeerration  of  tbe 
honorable  monber,  wUch,  I  confeas,  did  not  a 
little  aarpriae  me.  Aa  a  reason  for  wishing  to 
get  rid  (n  the  pablio  lauda  as  aoon  aa  we  ooatd, 
ind  as  we  might,  the  honorable  gentleman  laid, 
be  wanted  no  p^maneut  aonroea  of  income. 
He  wiahed  to  aee  the  time  when  the  Oovera- 
meot  ahoold  not  pooeesa  aahSling  of  permanent 
rsTome.  If  he  conld  apeak  a  magical  word. 
«d  1^  that  word  convert  the  whole  capitoi 
into  gold,  the  word  ahonld  not  be  apoken.  The 
adinini»4ration  of  a  fixed  revenue,  (he  tud,)  only 
cooaolidatea  the  Government,  and  oormpts  the 
people  1  Sir,  I  confeaa  I  heard  theae  aentimenta 
tttered  on  this  floor  not  without  deep  regret 
(ad  pain. 

1  am  aware  that  these,  and  linular  opinions, 
are  oaponaed  bj  certain  persons  out  of  the  capi- 
toi, and  ont  of  thia  Government;  but  I  did  not 
expect  M  aoon  to  find  them  here.  Oonaolidv 
tioD  > — th&t  peipetnal  erf,  both  of  tenor  and 
delci«ioit — consoudatioo  I  Sir,  when  MnHemen 
ipeak  of  (he  efieots  of  a  oomnum  ta^L  belong- 
iag  to  all  the  Statea,  aa  haring  »  tendencf  to 
MHiwdiilation,  what  do  titer  mMnf  Do  thef 
mean,  »r  can  thejr  mean,  anj  thing  more  than 
that  the  Union  of  the  States  will  be  atrength- 
uted,  hj  whatever  continaeB  or  fomiahea  in- 
do«ements  to  the  people  of  the  States  to  hold 
togethert  If  thef  mean  merely  thia,  then,  no 
donbt,  the  public  lands  as  well  aa  everf  thing 
elae  in  which  we  have  a  common  intereat,  tends 
to  consolidation ;  and  to  this  apecieeof  ootuoli- 
datimi  ever}'  trae  Amwioan  ought  to  be  at- 
tached ;  it  ia  neither  more  nor  leas  than 
■treugUtetung  the  Union  itself.  'Thia  is  the  aenae 
to  which  tlte  framera  of  the  oonstitntion  use 
the  word  Dousolidati<Hi ;  and  in  whi<^  aense  I 
(di^t  and  cheriah  it.  Thej  tell  ua,  in  the  letter 
•abmitting  the  coustitntion  to  the  consideration 
of  the  ooontiy,  that,  "in  all  our  deliberations 
ou  this  subject,  we  kept  steadilj  in  our  view 
that  which  appears  to  ns  the  greatest  iotereat 
of  every  bne  American — the  consolidation  of 
our  Union — in  which  is  involved  oor  prosperitj, 
felicitf ,  taietj  ;  perhaps  oor  national  existence. 
Thia  bnportant  cotiaideration,  seriousl;  and 
deeplf  impressed  on  our  minds,  led  each  State 
in  tae  convention  to  be  leaa  risid,  on  pointd  of 
inferior  magnitude,  than  might  nave  been  other- 
wise ezpectfid." 

Thia,  rir,  is  General  Washington's  consolida- 
tion. This  is  tlie  bue  oonstitutional  oonaoIidA- 
tion.    I  wish  to  see  no  new  powera  drawn  to 


[Sixm. 

the  General  Government;  but  I  confeaa  I  re- 
joice in  whatever  tends  to  strengthen  the  bond 
that  unites  us,  and  encourages  the  hope  that 
our  Union  maj  be  peipetuaL  And,  therefore, 
I  cannot  but  feel  regret  at  the  ezpresuon  m 
such  opinions  as  the  gentleman  baa  avowed; 
because  I  think  their  obviona  tendenov  ia  to 
weaken  the  ttond  of  oor  connection.  I  know 
that  there  are  some  persons  in  the  part  of  the 
ooimtTj  ftom  which  the  honorable  member 
comes,  who  habituallf  speak  of  tiie  Union  in 
terma  of  indifibrenoe,  or  even  of  disparagemenL 
The  honorable  member  himself  is  not,  I  troat, 
and  oan  never  be,  one  of  these.  Thef  siguifl> 
cantl;  declare,  that  it  is  time  to  calonlate  the 
value  of  the  Union ;  and  their  aim  seems  to  be 
to  enomente,  and  to  magni^  all  the  evils,  real 
and  imagina^,  which  the  Goremment  under 
the  Uid«D  prodacea. 

The  tendenoj  of  all  these  ideas  and  aenti- 
menta  is  obvioualf  to  bring  the  Union  into  dia- 
cnadon,  as  a  mere  question  of  present  and  twn- 
porsrj  ezpedienof ;  nothing  more  than  a  mere 
matter  of  profit  and  loss.  The  Union  to  be 
preserved,  while  it  suits  looal  and  temporarr 
purposes  to  preserve  it;  and  to  be  annderea 
whenever  it  shall  be  ibund  to  thwart  such  pnr- 
poaes.  Union,  of  itaelf,  ia  considered  bjr  the 
oisdplee  of  this  school  aa  hardlj  a  good.  It  is 
onlj  regarded  aa  a  poarible  means  of  good ;  or, 
on  the  other  hand,  aa  a  possible  means  of  eviL 
They  cheriah  no  deep  tsA  fixed  regard  for  it, 
flowing  from  a  thorongh  oonviction  of  its  aV 
aolnte  and  vital  neoeasitf  to  our  welfare.  Sir, 
I  deprecate  and  d^ore  this  tone  of  thinking 
and  acting,  I  deem  f^  otherwise  of  the  Unitm 
of  the  Btetes  i  and  eo  did  the  framers  of  the 
constitntaon  themadvea.  What  they  said  I 
believe;  foUf  and  sincerely  believe,  that  the 
Union  of  the  States  is  essential  to  the  proe- 
peritf  ftnd  aafety  of  the  States.  I  am  a 
Unionist,  and  in  this  sense  a  National  Bepnb- 
lican.  I  would  strengthen  tbe  ties  that  hold  ua 
together.  Far,  indeed,  in  mj  wishes,  very  Eu* 
distant  be  the  day,  when  our  associated  and 
fraternal  stripes  shall  be  severed  asunder,  and 
when  tbst  happy  constellation  under  which  we 
have  risen  to  ao  mnoh  renown,  shall  be  broken 
up^  and  be  seen  inking,  star  after  star,  into 
obacuri^  and  night  1 

UonDAT,  January  SS. 
Mr.  ShoCt  Ettolution—Ntillifieation. 

[The  following  are  the  remarks  of  Mr.  Haysi 
as  delivered  on  Tharsday.aad  to-day.] 

Ifr.  HATn  began  by  saying,  that  when  ha 
took  occasion,  two  days  ago,  to  throw  out  soma 
ideas  with  respect  to  the  policy  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  relation  to  the  public  lands,  nothii^ 
certainly  conld  have  i>een  farther  from  bia 
thoughts  than  that  he  ahonld  be  compelled 
again  to  throw  himself  npon  the  indulgence  of 
the  Senate.  Littie  did  I  expect,  sud  Mr.  IL, 
to  be  called  npon  to  meet  subn  an  argument  aa 
waa  yesterday  urged  by  the  gentieman  from 


dbyGoogle 


ABBIDGMENl"  OF  THE 


Snunt] 


Xr.  RcCt  AuohtipB—JViittvla^Rm. 


Uassaohiuetts,  (Mr.  Webstkb.)  Bir,  I  qaes- 
tioned  no  loan's  opimoiu ;  I  impeaahed  no 
man's  motives ;  I  cnarged  no  partr,  or  State, 
or  section  of  conntry,  with  hostiiity  to  anf 
other ;  bat  ventured,  I  thought  in  a  twooming 
spirit,  to  put  forth  mj  ovn  aentimentB  in  relation 
to  a  great  nation^  qaesdon  of  public  policj. 
Snch  waa  my  conrae. 

The  Senator  from  UanaohiiBetts  tells  ns  that 
the  tariff  ia  not  an  Eastern  measnre.  and  treats 


■  if  the  East  had  no  Interest 


it. 


Senator  from  Musonri  insists  it  is  not  a  Weet- 
em  meaanre,  and  that  it  has  done  no  good  to 
the  West.  The  Sonth  comee  in,  and  in  the 
most  earnest  manner  represents  to  yon,  that 
this  meaanre,  which  we  are  told  "  ia  of  no 
value  to  the  East  or  West,"  is  "  utterly  de- 
stractive  of  our  interests."  We  represent  to 
yon,  that  it  has  spread  rain  and  devastation 
throngh  the  land,^nd  prostrated  onr  hopes  in 
the  dost  We  solemnly  declare  that  we  be- 
lieve the  Bvstem  to  be  wboUy  onconstitationa], 
and  a  violation  of  the  compact  between  the 
States  and  the  Union,  and  onr  brethren  tnm  a 
deaf  ear  to  onr  complaints,  and  refdse  to  re- 
lieve ns  from  asyst«m  "which  not  enriches 
them,  bat  makes  as  poor  indeed."  Good  Ood  I 
has  it  come  to  this  I  Bo  gentlemen  hold  the 
fb€lings  and  wishea  of  their  brethren  at  so 
cheap  a  rate,  that  they  reftise  to  gratify  them 
ftt  so  amatl  a  price  ?  Do  gentlemen  value  so 
lightly  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the  ooontry, 
that  they  will  not  yield  a  measure  of  this  de- 
aoriptioD,  to  the  affectionate  entreaties  and  car- 
neat  remonstrances  of  their  friends  t  Do  gen- 
tlemen eetimate  the  valne  of  the  Union  at  so 
low  a  price,  that  they  will  not  even  make  one 
effort  to  bind  the  States  together  with  the  cords 
of  affection  !  And  has  it  come  to  this  t  Is 
thia  the  spirit  in  which  thia  Government  ia  to 
be  administered  t  If  so,  let  me  tell  gentlemen 
the  seeds  of  diaaolation  are  already  sown,  and 
onr  children  will  reap  the  bitter  frnit. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  Kassachn- 
•etts,  (Ur.  Wbbotib,)  while  he  exonerates  me 

Prsonally  fhnn  the  <^arge,  intimatee  that  there 
a  ^arty  in  the  conntry  who  are  looking  to 
disunion.  Sir,  if  the  gentleman  had  stopped 
there,  the  accusation  would  "  have  paaaed  by 
me  as  the  idle  wind  which  I  r^ord  not,"  But, 
when  he  goes  on  to  give  to  his  aocnsatioa  a 
local  habitation  and  a  name,  by  (^noting  the  ex- 
preesion  of  a  distingaished  citizen  of  Bontb 
Carolina,  pr.  Cooper,)  "that  it  was  time  for 
the  South  to  calculate  the  valne  of  the  Union," 
and,  in  the  language  of  the  bitterest  sarcasm, 
adds,  "  surely  then  the  Union  cannot  last  longer 
than  July,  18S1,"  it  is  impossible  to  mistake 
either  the  alloston  or  the  object  of  the  gentlo- 
tnan.  Now  I  call  upon  every  one  who  hears 
me,  to  bear  witness  that  thia  controversy  is  not 
of  my  seeking.  The  Senate  will  do  me  the 
Justice  to  remember,  that,  at  the  time  this  un- 
provoked and  nncalled-for  attack  was  made 
npon  the  South,  not  one  word  bad  been  ntt^ed 
by  me  in  ^sparagement  of  New  England,  nor 


The   tleman  provokes  me  to  sach  a  conflict,  I  n 


had  I  made  the  most  distant  allumon,  eiUier  to 
the  Senator  from  Usssachnsetts,  or  the  Stata 
he  represents.  But,  sir,  that  gentleman  has 
thought  proper,  for  pnipoaes  beet  known  to 
bimwl^  to  strike  the  South  through  me,  Iha 
most  unworthy  of  her  servants.  He  haa 
crossed  the  boraer,  he  has  invaded  the  State  of 
South  Carolina,  ia  multing  war  upon  her  citi- 
zena,  and  endeavoring  to  overthrow  her  princi- 
ples and  her  institutions.    Sir,  when  the  gen- 


him  at  the  threshold.  I  will  struggle  while  I 
have  life,  for  oar  altars  and  our  ^eidea,  and 
if  God  gives  me  strength,  I  will  drive  back  the 
invader  discomfited.  Nor  shall  I  atop  tfa^e. 
If  tbe  gentleman  provokes  the  war,  he  shall  hsTV 
war.  Sir,  I  will  not  stop  at  the  border ;  I  will 
oBiry  the  war  into  the  enemy's  territoij,  and 
not  consent  to  lay  down  my  arms,  until  I  ahall 
have  obtuned  "  indemnity  for  the  past,  and  se- 
curity for  the  ftiture."  It  is  wiUi  unfeigned 
reluctance  that  I  enter  opon  the  performance  tt 
this  part  of  my  duty.  I  ahrink  almost  inatine- 
lively  from  a  course,  however  aeoeasary,  whitji 
may  have  a  tendency  to  excit«  aectional  fed- 
inga,  and  sectional  jealousies.  But,  sir,  the 
task  has  been  forced  npon  me,  and  I  proceed 
right  onward  to  the  p^ormance  of  my  daty ; 
be  the  consequences  what  they  may,  the  re- 
sponsibility is  with  those  who  have  imposed 
upon  me  this  necessity.  The  Senator  from 
Maaaachuaetta  haa  thought  proper  to  cast  the 
first  stone,  and  if  he  ahall  fln^  according  to 
a  homely  adage,  "that  he  lives  in  &  ^asa 
house,"  on  his  Lead  be  the  oonseqaencea.  The 
gentleman  has  mode  a  great  fiouruh  alxKit  his 
fidelity  to  MassaohaBettB,  I  shall  make  no  pro- 
fesuona  of  zeal  for  the  interests  and  Ikaot  of 
Sonth  Carolina — of  that  n^  oonatitnenta  sbajl 
judge.  If  there  be  one  8tat«  in  thia  Uni<») 
Cand  I  say  it  not  in  a  boastful  spirit)  that  may 
challenge  compariaon  with  any  other  for  a  nai- 
form,  eeslous,  ardent,  and  nncaloulating  devo- 
tion to  the  Union,  that  St«te  is  South  Otrt^uM. 
Sirj  from  the  very  commencement  of  th«  revo- 
lution, up  to  this  hour,  there  is  no  sacrifiec^ 
however  great,  she  haa  not  cheerfully  made; 
no  service  she  has  ever  herniated  to  perform. 
She  has  adhered  to  you  in  your  prosperity,  but 
in  your  adversity  uie  has  clung  to  yon  with 
more  than  filial  affection.  No  matter  what 
was  the  condition  of  her  domestjo  afibit^ 
though  deprived  of  her  reaouroes,  divided  by 
parties,  or  surronnded  by  difficulties,  tlie  call  (» 
the  country  haa  been  to  her  as  the  rcaot  at 
Qod.  Domestic  discord  ceased  at  the  sound — 
every  man  became  at  once  reconciled  to  hia 
brethren,  and  the  sons  of  Carolina  were  aQ 
seen  crowding  together  to  the  temple,  bringing 
iheir  ^fts  to  the  altar  of  their  common  eonn- 
try.  What,  sir,  was  the  conduct  of  the  South 
during  the  revolution  I  Bir,  I  honor  New  Eng- 
land for  her  conduct  in  that  glorious  atimtgla. 
But  great  as  is  the  praise  which  belonga  toh«r, 
I  think  at  least  equal  honor  is  due  to  the  Bontb. 
They  e^onaed  the  quarrel  of  their  brethren 
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with  >  geaeronB  zeal,  which  did  not  soffer 
Ham  to  Etop  to  cslcitUte  their  interest  in  the 
dispute.  Favoritee  of  the  mother  ooimtr;, 
poeeewed  of  neither  ships  nor  Beamen  to  create 
eommercial  rivaMup,  they  might  have  fomid  in 
their  sitoatien  a  gaarantee  that  their  trade 
voold  be  forever  fostered  and  protected  hj 
6i«at  Sritain.  Bat  trampling  on  ail  conader- 
iliona  either  of  interest  or  of  aafetj,  ihej 
raihea  into  the  conflict,  and,  fighting  for  prin- 
ciple, perilled  all  in  the  eacred  cause  of  free- 
dom. Never  iraa  tliere  exhibited-  in  the  his- 
tory of  the  worid,  hiKlMT  examples  of  noble 
daAog,  dreadful  vaStmtg,  and  heroic  endor- 
UH^  than  by  the  vhige  of  Oarolina,  during 
that  revolotion.  The  whole  State,  from  the 
fflountuns  to  the  aea,  was  ovemm  by  an  over- 
whdmiog  force  of  the  enemy.  The  Suits  of 
iodasby  perished  on  the  ipot  irbere  they  were 
produced,  or  were  consumed  by  the  foe.  The 
"  plwu  of  Oarolina  "  drank  op  the  most  pre- 
dODS  blood  of  her  citizens  I  Black  and  smok- 
ing mins  marked  the  places  which  had  been 
tlie  halntatione  of  her  cnildren  I  Driven  from 
their  homes,  teto  the  i^oomy  and  almost  im- 
penetrable Bwampa,  even  there  the  spirit  of  lib- 
atf  BorvlTed,  and  Bonth  Carolina  (anstuned  by 
the  example  of  ber  Smnten  and  her  Marions] 
proved  by  her  condnct,  Uiat,  thoogh  her  wil 
mi^t  be  ovemm,  the  i^irit  of  her  people  wu 
isTincible. 

The  Senator  ftxHO  Massoohaaetts,  In  dmotmo- 
iog  what  he  is  pleased  to  call  the  Carolina  doc- 
trine, baa  attempted  to  throw  ridicnie  apoo  the 
idea  that  a  State  has  any  constitutional  reme- 
ij,  by  the  exercise  of  Its  sovereign  antiority, 
igtinst  "a  gross,  palpable,  and  deliberate  vio- 
IttioD  of  the  conatitntjon."  He  caUs  it  "an 
idk"  or  "a  ridicnloos  notion,"  or  something 
to  that  effect,  and  added,  it  wonld  make  the 
Uirion  "  a  mere  rope  of  sand."  Now,  sir,  as 
Am  genHeman  has  not  oondescended  to  ent«r 
into  any  ezamination  of  the  qnostion,  and  has 
leea  siAisfied  with  throwins  the  weight  of  his 
uthority  into  the  scale,  I  do  not  deem  it  ne- 
usury  to  do  more  than  to  throw  into  the  op- 
poiita  scale  the  ajithority  on  which  Sooth  Oar- 
dins  relies,  and  there,  for  the  present,  I  am 
perfectly  wilUng  to  leave  the  oontroverBy.  The 
BoDtii  Carolina  doctrine,  that  is  to  say,  the 
doctrine  contained  in  an  exposition  reported  by 
>  committee  of  the  Legislature  in  December, 
IStS,  and  published  by  their  anthority,  is  the 
good  old  JEtepnblican  doctrine  of  '98 ;  the  doo- 
trins  of  the  celebrated  "  Virginia  Resolntiona  " 
of  that  year,  and  of  "ICadison'a  Report"  of 
119.  It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Legislature 
of  Tirginia,  in  December,  '98.  took  into  con- 
nderation  the  alien  and  sedition  laws,  Uien 
cooridered  by  all  Republicans  as  a  gross  viola- 
tion of  the  Constitation  of  the  United  Btateo, 
and  on  that  day  passed,  among  others,  the  fol- 
lowing reaolntion : 

"The  0«aeTi]  Anembly  doth  explicitly  and  per- 
«mptorilr  dwUre,  (hat  It  views  the  powers  of  tbe 
Pedenl  GoTemmea^  as  resniting  from  tbe  compact 


to  which  tbe  States  are  parties,  h  limited  by  the 
plain  sense  and  intention  of  the  iDStrnnient  constt- 
tnting  that  compact,  ss  DO  farther  valid  than  they 
are  anthoriced  by  tbe  grants  enamented  in  that 
compact,  and  that,  in  esse  of  ■  deliberate,  palpable, 
and  dangeroQS  exercise  ofotherpDwere,  not  granted 
by  the  s^d  compu-t,  tbe  States  who  are  parties 
thereto  have  the  right,  and  are  in  duty  bound,  t~ 


In  addition  to  these  reeolntions,  the  General 
Assembly  of  Yi^inia  "  appealed  to  the  other 
States,  in  the  confidence  that  they  wonld  oon- 
cnr  with  that  Commonwealth  diat  the  acta 
aforesaid  [the  alien  and  sedition  laws]  are  nn- 
oonstitntiona],  and  that  the  necessary  and  proper 
measnres  would  be  taken  by  each  for  co-operat- 
ing with  Virpnla  in  maintwning  unimpaired  the 
aathorities,  ngbt&  and  liberties,  reserved  to  the 
States,  respectively,  or  to  the  people." 

The  Le^latures  of  several  of  the  New  Eng- 
land States  having,  contrary  to  the  expectation 
of  the  Legislature  of  Tirginia,  expre^ed  their 
dissent  from  these  doctrines,  the  subject  came 
np  again  for  consideration,  during  the  session 
of  1799,  1800,  when  it  was  referred  to  a  Select 
Committee,  by  whom  was  made  that  cele- 
brated report  which  is  familiarly  known  as 
"  Madison  s  Report,"  and  which  deserves  to 
last  as  long  as  toe  constitution  itself.  In  that 
report,  which  was  subsequently  adopted  by  tbe 
Legislature,  the  whole  snlfject  was  deliberately 
re-examined,  and  tbe  ol^ectiona  urged  against 
the  Vir^nia  doctrines  carefully  considered. 
The  result  was,  that  the  Legislfltnre  of  Vir- 

r'\  re-afflrmed  all  the  prindples  laid  down  in 
resolutions  of  1T98,  and  issned  to  the  world 
that  admirable  report  which  has  stamped  the 
character  of  Mr.  Madison  as  the  preserver  of 
that  constitution  which  he  hod  contributed  so 
largely  to  create  and  establish.  I  will  here 
quote,  from  Mr.  Madison's  report^  one  or  two 
passages  which  bear  more  irnmediately  on  the 
point  in  controversy : 

The  resolation,  having  taken  this  view  of  tlie 
federal  oonpaot,  proceeds  to  Infer  ■  that,  in  case  of 
a  deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  exercise  of 
other  powers,  not  granted  by  the  said  compact,  the 
States,  who  are  parties  thereto,  have  tlie  rigtit,  and 

la  duty  boond,  to  interpose  for  arresting  the 
,  ^resa  of  the  evil,  and  for  maintaining,  within 
their  respective  Umiu,  the  aathorities,  rights,  and 
liberties,  appertaining  to  them.' " 

"  It  appears  to  your  committee  to  be  a  pl^ 
principle,  founded  on  common  sense,  illustrated  by 
common  practice,  and  enential  to  the  nature  of  com- 
pacts, that,  where  resort  can  be  had  to  no  tribunal 
anparioF  to  the  anthority  of  the  parties,  the  parties 
themselves  must  tie  the  rightful  judges,  in  the  lost 
resort,  whether  the  bargain  made,  has  been  punned 
or  violated.    The  CDnetituUon  of  the  Umted  States 

formed  by  the  sanction  of  tbe  States,  given  by 
.  I,  in  its  lorereign  capacity.    It  adds  to  the  sta- 
bility and  dignity,  as  well  as  to  tbe  anthority  of  the 
ConsUtatiOQ,  that  it  rests  on  tills  legitimate  and  aolid 
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foundation.  The  Sutes,  then,  being  tb«  psrtiei  b 
the  constituUotukI  compact,  uid  in  thw  aoTereiKn  ci 
pudty,  it  follows,  of  QoccMitr,  that  there  cu  b«  i 


tribiuial,  tboTe  thw  uithoritj,  to  dedde,  in  the  last 
resort,  vhelbet  tlw  oompaet  mtde  bj  them  ba  vio- 
lated i  and,  conaeqnently,  that,  aa  the  partiea  to  it, 
lbe7  moat,  tbenudvM,  decide  in  the  bit  rewrt,  nuh 
quettiona  aa  ma;  be  of  snlBcieDt  magnitnde  to  r*- 
qidie  their  interpodtion." 

"  th/t  reaolntion  hai  guarded  agonal  anj  minp- 
|>reheiicion  of  iU  ottjeot,  b;  BiprMilj  reqoiring,  for 
snch  an  interpostlon,  '  the  caae  of  a  deliberate,  pal- 
pable, and  dangerooa  breach  of  the  conatitution,  bj 
the  eterciM  of  poiren  not  gntnted  by  it.'  It  mnit 
be  a  case,  not  of  a  light  and  trauient  natOM,  bnt  of 
a  nature  dangerous  to  the  great  pnrpoiea  for  vliicb 
the  conjtitnUoii  was  esUbbsbed.* 

"Bat  the  resolution  has  done  mora  than  guard 
against  misconstruction,  bj  eijvesslf  referring  to 
caiea  of  a  deblieialM,  palpwle,  and  dangerous  na- 
tOTB.  It  specifies  the  object  of  the  interpodtion, 
which  it  contemptaCea  to  be,  aolely,  that  of  arrestiog 
the  progreta  of  tbe  evil  of  usurpation,  and  of  muu- 
tainlng  tbe  anthorities,  rigbta,  and  liberties,  apper- 
taining to  the  Stales,  aa  parties  to  the  constitutiOD." 

"  Ttata  this  Tlew  of  the  resolntion,  it  would  seem 
Inconcelrable  that  it  can  incur  anjjnat  disapjmiba- 
tion  from  those  who,  lAjlng  adds  all  momcBtatr 
impressions,  and  reooUaotliig  the  gemdaa  aonrM  and 
object  of  the  federal  coiiatitation,diall  eaadidiyand 
accurately  interprat  themMDlngof  theOeneralAs- 
aemblj.  If  the  deliberate  eierciae  of  dangerous 
powers,  palftablf  withheld  by  the  constitution,  could 
DOtJuicif;  the  parties  to  it  In  interposing,  even  so 
far  as  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  thereby 
to  preserve  the  constitution  Itself^  as  well  as  to  pro- 
vide for  the  safety  of  the  parties  to  it,  there  would 
bo  an  eod  to  all  relief  from  uaorped  power,  and  a 
direct  BubTersion  of  the  rights  specified  or  recog- 
nized under  all  tbe  State  constitotionB,  as  well  as  a 
plain  denial  of  the  fundamental  principles  on  which 
our  independence  Itself  was  declared." 

Bnt,  sir,  onr  authorities  do  not  stop  Iiare. 
The  State  of  Eentuokr  responded  to  Vu^inia, 
and,  oa  the  lOlh  of  NoTember,  1798,  adopted 
those  oelebrated  resolntioua,  well  knovm  to 
have  been  penned  by  the  anthor  of  the  Decla- 
ration of  American  Independenoa.  In  thoee 
resolotiona,  the  Legialatnre  of  Eentnokj  de- 
dare  "that  tLe  QoTemment  created  by  this 
compact  was  not  made  the  esoloalTe  or  final 
jadM  of  the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to 
tt«eli^  since  that  wonld  have  made  its  discre- 
tion, and  not  the  oonstitntion,  the  measnre  of 
its  powers ;  bnt  tliat,  as  in  til  other  cnsee  of 
oowpaot  among  partiea  having  no  common 
Jud^  each  party  has  an  (kjooI  right  to  jadge 
tor  Itself  aa  well  at  infraotionB,  as  of  the  mode 
and  meanire  of  redren." 

At  the  ansning  session  of  the  L^ialatnre, 
the  subject  was  re-examined,  and,  on  the  14ttk 
of  Kovember,  17BB,  the  resolntions  of  the  pre- 
ceding year  were  deliberately  re-affinned,  and 
it  waa,  among  other  things,  wlemnlj  declared, 
"that,  If  those  who  administer  the  General 
Government  be  permitted  to  tranagress  (he 
linuts  fixed  by  tiuit  compact,  by  a  total  disre- 
gard to  the  Bpetual  delegations  of  power  thor^ 


oontained,  an  annihilation  of  the  State  Oovem- 
ments,  and  the  erectio^  npon  their  nuDi,  of  a 
General  consolidated  Government,  will  be  the 
inavitable  OMueqnenoe.  That  the  principle  ud 
ooBftraotion  contended  for,  by  aevent  of  the 
State  Legialatnrea,  that  the  General  Goven- 
ment  ia  the  ezdnstve  Judge  of  the  eitant  of 
the  powera  delegated  h>  iL  stop  noUking  ibort 
of  oeapotiam;  since  Uie  disention  of  tbcai 
who  a^niniat«r  the  GoTemment,  and  not  Um 
oonatitDlira,  would  be  the  nteasdre  of  Ihdc 
powers.  That  the  several  Btatea  who  formtd 
that  instnimant,  being  Bovereien  and  inde- 
pendent, have  the  nnqoeBtioiiabte  right  to 
judge  of  its  infraction ;  and,  that  a  noUifica- 
tion,  by  those  sovereigntiea,  of  all  nnanthotiiad 
acta,  done  under  color  of  that  InstnmieDl,  is 
the  rightfhl  remedy-" 

Time  and  experience  oonfirmed  Hr.  Jeffer- 
son's opinion  on  this  aU-important  ptont  In 
the  year  1821,  he  expreased  himself  in  this  sn- 
phatio  manner:  "It  is  a  Cital  here^tonp- 
pose  that  either  our  State  GoTemni»t«areRi]ie- 
rior  to  the  Federal,  or  the  Federal  to  (he  SUU; 
neither  ia  anthoriaed  literally  to  decide  wludt 
belongs  to  itaelf  or  its  co-partner  in  Qotch- 
mentj  la  difTerenoee  of  opinion,  between  tbeir 
different  seta  of  public  servant^  the  qipeil  ii 
to  neither,  bnt  to  their  employers,  peaeeilily 
aaaembled  by  their  representatives  in  codthi- 
tion."  The  opinions  of  Mr.  JeffersoiL  on  thi) 
sul^ect,  have  been  so  repeatedlj  and  eo  aol- 
emnly  expressed,  that  they  may  be  aiA  to  luvt 
been  the  most  fixed  and  tettied  convicStHia  of 
hia  mind. 

In  the  protest  prepared  by  htm  fbr  th*  Lepi- 
latore  of  Tiiginia,  in  December,  ISEfi,  in  R- 


temal  Improrementa,  which  he  decUrei  tobe 
"nsnrpations  of  the  powers  retained  by  Uie 
Statea,  mere  interpolations  into  the  acmput, 
and  direct  infractions  of  it,"  he  sdenmly  i«- 
aaserbi  all  the  principles  of  the  Vbginia  resoln- 
tionaof  '98,  protests  against  "these  acts  of  Ite 
Federal  branch  of  the  Government  aa  noil  sod 
void,  and  declares  that,  although  Yir^ 
would  00Q»der  a  dissolution  of  tbe  Coion  ai 
among  the  greateat  calamities  that  could  bdsU 
them,  yet  It  Is  not  tiie  greateat  There  ia  m* 
yet  greater ;  submisdon  to  a  Government  <« 
nnlimitod  powers.  It  is  onlv  when  the  hop* 
of  thia  shall  become  absolutely  den>erste,^u« 
farther  forbearance  could  not  be  indulged. 

In  his  letter  to  l£r.  GUea,  writtwi  about  the 
same  time,  he  says : 

"I  see  as  you  do.  and  with  the  deepest  sflDetiro, 
the  rapid  strides  with  which  tbe  Federal  bfaDeb  <* 
our  Ooremment  is  advancing  toward*  tb*  "f^ 
tion  of  an  the  rights  Naerved  (o  the  States,  snd  M 
wnsolidaUon  in  Itself  of  aU  powera,  fbrdw  Mrf<^ 
mestic,  and  that,  too,  by  cooatriKtions  wkMta  Mn 
no  limits  to  their  power*,  &o.  Uadef  the  »"^" 
regulate  commerce,  they  assume  IndefidiWlT  iW 
alio  over  agriculture  and  mannlacturef,  *c  twr 
the  aathonty  to  establish  post  roada,  thsy  *■ 
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Hut  of  enntng  down  monntUna  fbr  the 

tJOBWratdi  wad  digging  caiub,  &o.  And  vhUli 
nt  ntMns  for  the  preaemtlon  of  (be  eoDMitatlon  F 
" * "    Tonnigbt   -  -    " 


bol-b«4dcd  Geoipur    Nfr-[u)d  I  i 


SoBthCkrallnahMHldDo]— tlikt  >l__ 

We  ma«t  have  patience  uid  long  endi 
"  —  ■""■'^ —   *""    "' «teSiMiio 


••J  1    . 

etbetlielut 
^ i  long  endor- 
se with  om  brethren,  Ac.,  utd  aeputte  Drom  i 
wmpuioDi  onlf,  when  the  sole  kUenutiTea  left 
*£aadatien  of  our  Union  with  them,  orntbinisrion 
to  >  Soreniment  withont  Emitkllon  of  powen.  Be- 
tvNS  Uieae  two  erili,  when  we  mut  nuke  a  ohoice, 


Snoh,  air,  ore  the  hii^  and  tmpo^g  asthori- 
fes  in  snpport  of  the  "  Oarolina  doctrine,"  which 
ii,  in  bet,  the  doctrine  of  the  Yirginia  reeolntions 
of  1798. 

Sir  at  that  day  the  whole  oonntrj  wot 
Tidecl  on  this  vmr  qnostion.  It  formed  the 
fine  of  demarcation  between  the  federal  and 
npnbliean  partiea,  and  the  great  political  revo- 
htion  whioh  then  took  place  turned  npon  the 
TBTj  qnestion  involved  in  these  resolntdona. 
That  qneation  was  decided  hj  the  people,  and 
bj  that  decision  the  constitntion  was,  in  the 
an^aticlKngtiageof  Ur.  Jefferaon,  "aavedatitB 
list  gasp."  I  ahonld  aappose,  sir,  it  would  re- 
quire more  self-respect  than  an;  gentleman 
here  wonld  be  willing  to  ossnme,  to  treat  light- 
Ij  doctrines  derived  from  snoh  high  soorcea. 
Seating  on  anthorit;  like  this,  I  wUl  ask  gen- 
tlemen whether  Bonth  Carolina  haa  not  manl- 
felled  a  high  regard  for  the  Union,  when,  un- 
der a  tjraimv  ten  timea  more  grievona  than  the 
iHen  and  section  laws,  ahe  has,  hitherto,  gone 
no  fiirther  than  to  petition,  remonstrate,  and 
•olemnlj  to  protest  against  a  series  of  measnres 
which  she  believes  to  bs  wboUr  anconaUtn- 
tional,  and  utterly  destnictive  of  her  interests  f 
Sir,  South  Carolina  has  not  gone  one  step  ftir- 
ther  than  Hr.  JefTeraon  hinuelf  wss  di^oeed 
to  go,  in  reluion  to  the  very  anbject  of  onr 
present  complaints;  not  a  atep  Airtlier  than 
Ihs  Btateamen  from  New  England  were  dis- 
posed to  go  onder  aimilar  .circomBtanoes;  no 
nuther  than  the  Senator  from  Massachnsetta 
liimKlf  once  considered  as  within  "  the  limits 
of  a  conaljtntional  opporftion."  Ito  doctrine 
t^  it  is  the  right  of  a  State  to  Judge  of  the 
TiolatioDB  of  the  constitntion  on  the  part  of  the 
Federal  Government,  and  to  protect  her  citl- 
sens  from  the  operation  of  nnconatltntional 
laws,  was  held  by  the  enlightened  oiHzens  of 
Boston,  who  assembled  in  Fanenil  Hall,  on  the 
Mth  Jannary,  1809.  They  state,  in  that  cele- 
brated memorial,  tliat  "they  looked  only  to 
the  State  Legialatnre,  who  were  competent  to 
devise  relief  against  the  nnconstitntional  acts 
of  the  Genenl  Government.  That  yourpower 
[say  they]  is  adeqnate  to  that  object,  is  evident 
irom  the  organization  of  the  confederacy." 

A  ^stingnished  Senator  from  one  of  the 
New  En^d  States,  (Ur.  Hillhonse,)  In  a 
Q>eech  dulvered  here,  on  a  bill  for  enforrang 
lAe  embargo,  doolared:  "I  fed  myadf  bonnd 


to  dedare,  lest  the  blood  of  those 
who  shall  fikll  in  tlie  execntlon  of  this  measure 
ahaU  be  on  my  bead,  that  I  consider  this  to  be 
an  act  which  directs  a  mortal  blow  at  the  lib- 
ertiea  of  my  country ;  an  act  containing  nn. 
oonstitutional  provisions,  to  which  the  v 


And  iJie  Senator  tntm  Masaaohnsetta,  bim- 
seUl  in  a  speech  deUvered  on  the  same  snlgect, 
in  the  other  Honae,  sdd :  "  This  oppomtion  U 
oonstitntional  and  legal ;  it  is,  also,  conscien- 
tions.  It  rests  on  settled  and  sober  convfctioD, 
that  aoch  policy  la  destmctjve  to  the  Intereata 
of  the  people,  and  dangerana  to  the  being  of 
the  Government.  The  experience  of  every  di^ 
oonflnna  these  sentiments,  iiaa  who  act  from 
sneh  motives  an  not  to  be  disconraged  bytri- 
Ung  obstacles  nor  awed  by  any  dangers.  They 
know  the  limit  of  oonstitDtional  opposition ; 
np  to  that  limit,  at  their  own  dlacretion,  tlkey 
will  walk,  and  walk  fearlemly."  How  "the 
being  of  the  Government"  was  to  be  endan- 
gered by  "  oonstitutional  opposition  to  the  em- 
bugo,"  I  leave  to  the  gentleman  to  explain. 

'Hina,  It  wm  be  seen,  add  Mr.  E.,  that  the 
Sonth  Carolina  doctrine  is  the  republican  doc- 
trine of  '98 ;  that  it  was  first  promulgated  by 
the  fathers  of  the  Aiith;  that  it  was  main- 
tained by  Virginia  and  Kentucky  in  the  worst 
of  times ;  that  it  oonstitnted  the  very  pivot  on 
which  the  politioal  revolution  of  that  day 
turned ;  that  it  embraces  the  very  prindplea 
the  triumph  of  which,  at  that  time,  saved  the 
constitntion  at  its  last  gasp,  and  wliich  Kew 
England  statesmen  were  not  unwilling  to  adopt, 
when  they  believed  themselves  to  he  the  vio- 
ttms  of  nnconstitutional  legidation.  Sir,  as  to 
the  doctrine  that  tbe  Federal  Government  ia 
the  exclusive  judge  of  the  extent,  as  well  as 
tbe  limitationa  of  its  powers,  it  aeema  to  roe  to 
he  utterly  subversive  of  the  aoverdgnty  and 
independence  of  the  States.  It  makes  but  lit- 
tle ^fferance,  in  my  estimation,  whether  Con-  ' 
gress  or  the  Supreme  Court  are  invested  with 
this  power.  If  the  Federal  Government,  in  alt 
or  any  of  its  departments,  are  to  prescribe  the 
limits  of  its  own  authority,  and  the  States  are 
bonnd  to  snbmlt  to  Ae  decision,  and  are  not  to 
be  allowed  to  examine  and  deoide  for  them- 
selvea,  when  the  barriers  of  the  constitution 
shall  be  overleaped,  thia  is  practically  "  a  Gov- 
ernment without  limitation  of  powers."  The 
States  are  at  once  reduced  to  mere  petty  cor- 
poratiotis,  and  the  people  are  entirely  at  your 
mercy.  I  have  but  one  word  more  to  add.  In 
all  the  efforts  that  have  been  made  by  South 
Carolina  to  redst  the  uuoonstitntional  laws 
which  Oongreaa  has  extended  over  them,  she 
has  kept  steadily  in  view  the  preservation  of 
the  Union,  by  the  only  means  by  which  she 
believes  it  can  be  long  preserved— a  firm,  man- 
ly, and  steady  reaiatance  agdnst  usurpation. 
The  measnrea  of  the  Federd  Government  have, 
it  ia  true,  prostrated  her  Intereata,  and  wiH  socm 
Involve  iJie  whole  Sontli  in  irretrievable  roln, 
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But  even  this  evil,  great  as  it  is,  is  not  the 
chief  ground  of  onr  complaints.  It  ia  the  prio- 
oiiile  involved  in  the  oonteet — a  principle 
vttich,  Enbstitotiog  the  discretion  of  Oongrest 
for  the  iimiUtiona  of  the  conadtntion,  brings 
the  St«t«B  and  the  people  to  the  feet  of  the 
Federal  Qovemment,  and  loaves  them  nothing 
that  thej  can  call  their  own.  Sir,  if  the  meas- 
nres  of  the  Federal  Government  were  leas  op- 
pressive, we  ehonid  still  atrive  against  this 
usnrtiation.  The  Booth  is  acting  on  a  principle 
she  nas  always  held  sacred — resistance  to  nn- 
aathorized  testation.  These,  sir,  are  the  prin- 
ciples which  indnoed  the  immortal  Hampden 
to  resist  the  payment  of  a  tax  of  twenty  shil- 
lings. Would  twenty  ghillinga  have  rained  his 
fortune  ?  No ;  hnt  the  payment  of  half  twenty 
■hilling  on  the  principle  on  which  it  was  de- 
manded, would  have  made  him  a  slave.  Sir, 
if,  ia  acting  on  theee  hi^h  motivM,  if.  animated 
bf  that  ardent  love  of  libertiy  which  has  always 
been  the  most  prominent  trwt  in  the  Sonthem 
character,  we  shonld  be  hurried  beyond  the 
bonnds  of  a  cold  and  caloolating  prudence, 
who  is  therCj  with  one  noble  and  generons  sen- 
timent in  his  bosom,  that  would  not  be  dis- 
posed, b  the  language  of  Burke,  to  eicMn, 
"  You  most  pardon  something  to  the  spirit  of 
liberty!" 


'Wkdnibdat,  JaniiaiT  97. 
Mr.  FooCt  SttohtUon — 2ifuU\fleati(m. 

The  Senate  resumed  the  oonrideradon  otiii. 
Foot's  resolntion. 

Ur.  WiBBTSB  said :  In  carrying  his  warfare, 
nch  as  it  was,  into  New  Eiuland,  the  honor- 
able gentleman  all  alone  professes  to  be  BcliDg 
on  the  defenuve.  He  uect*  to  oonaider  me  as 
having  Mailed  South  OaroUnOj  and  insists  that 
he  comes  fbrUi  only  aa  her  champion,  and  in 
her  defence.  Sir,  stud  Kr.  V.,  I  do  not  admit 
that  I  made  any  attack  whatever  on  Sonth 
Carolina.  Nothmg  like  it  The  honorable 
member,  in  hifl  first  speech,  expressed  opinions 
in  regard  to  revenue,  and  some  other  topics, 
which  I  heard  both  with  pain  and  with  snr- 
prise.  I  told  the  genUenuia  that  I  was  aware 
that  snch  sentiments  were  entertained  out  of 
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persons  in  the  South  who  speak  of  our  Union 
'  with  indifference,  or  doubt,  taking  puna  to 
magnify  its  evils,  and  to  say  nothing  of  its  ben- 
efits; that  the  honorable  member  himsel£  I 
was  BDr&  could  never  be  one  of  these ;  and  I 
regrett«d  the  expression  of  such  opinions  as  be 
had  avowed,  because  I  thought  thdr  obvions  ten- 
dency was  to  enconrage  feelings  of  disreepect 
to  the  Union,  and  to  weaken  ita  oonnecuon. 
This,  nr,  is  the  snm  and  substance  of  all  I  said 
on  the  subject.  And  this  oonstitntea  the  attack 
which  called  on  the  ohivabr  of  the  gentleman. 
In  his  opinion,  to  harrr  as  with  such  a  foray, 
among  Uie  par^  pamphlets  and  par^  proceed- 


ings of  Uaasaohnsette  1  If  he  means  thu  I 
spoke  with  dissatisfaction  or  disreroect  of  the 
eouUitions  of  individuals  in  South  Carolina,  it 
is  true.  But,  if  he  means  that  I  had  aH^led 
the  character  of  the  State,  her  honor,  or 
patriotism ;  that  I  had  reflected  on  her  hirtoir 
or  her  conduct ;  he  had  not  the  slightest  gnmna 
for  any  such  assumption.  I  did  not  even  ifkt, 
I  think,  in  my  observations,  to  any  coIlKlioB 
of  individuals.  I  sud  nothing  of  the  reoent 
conventions.  I  spoke  in  the  moat  Koorded  ud 
careM  manner,  and  only  ezpressea  my  itgret 
for  the  publication  of  opinions  which  I  ■an- 
Bumed  tiie  honorable  member  disapprovea  ■ 
much  as  myselt  In  this  it  seemsTwti  mis- 
taken. I  do  not  remember  that  the  gentlemm 
has  disclaimed  any  sentiment,  or  sny  opinioi^ 
of  a  supposed  auti-tmion  t«ndency,  which  ui 
all,  or  any  of  the  recent  ocoadons,  has  been  ex- 
pressed. The  whole  drift  of  his  speech  has 
been  rather  to  prove  tha^  in  divers  times  sod 
manners,  sentiments  equally  liable  to  my  olqeo- 
tion  have  been  promulgated  in  New  En^Aod. 


dent  to  justify  proceedings  in  the  South,  were 
it  not  tor  the  reproach  and  contumely  vith 
which  he  labors,  all  along,  to  load  theee,  his 
own  chosen  precedents.  By  way  of  defending 
South  Oorolina  from  what  he  chooses  to  think 
an  attack  on  her,  he  first  quotes  the  example  ^ 
Uassaohusetts,  and  then  denounces  that  eism- 
ple  in  good  set  terms.  This  twofold  porpoe^ 
not  very  consistent  with  iteelfi  one  would 
think,  was  exhibited  more  thsn  once  in  tbs 
course  of  his  speech.  He  referred,  for  in- 
stance to  the  Hartford  Convention.  Did  be 
do  this  for  authority,  or  for  a  topic  of  re- 
proach t  Apparently  for  both :  for  ne  told  us 
that  he  shotda  find  no  &nlt  with  the  mere  bet 
of  holding  such  a  convention,  and  oonttdering 


dered  it  obnoxious,  was  the  time  in  which  it 
was  holden,  and  the  circumstancea  of  the 
country,  then  existing,  "We  were  in  war,  he 
said,  and  the  country  needed  all  ourud;  the 
hand  of  Government  required  to  be  strength- 
ened, not  weakened ;  and  patriotism  BbonU 
have  postponed  such  proceedings  to  another 
day.  The  thing  itself^  then,  is  a  precedent: 
the  time  and  manner  of  it  only,  a  subject  a 
censure.  Now,  sir,  I  go  much  rariher,  on  this 
point,  than  the  honorable  member.  Supper 
tog,  as  the  g^tleman  seems  to,  that  the  Bart- 
ford  Convention  assembled  for  any  such  pur- 
pose as  breaking  np  the  Uuion,  because  wq 
thought  unconstitutional  laws  had  been  passed, 
or  to  consult  on  that  subject,  or  to  cwculste 
the  value  of  the  Union ;  suppoung  this  to  be 
their  puiposa  or  ony  part  of^it,  then  I  av  the 
meeting  itself  was  diuoyalj  and  waa  obnoiioni 
to  censure,  whether  held  in  time  of  peace  or 
time  of  war,  or  under  whatever  drcniiutsDMa 
The  materia]  question  is  tiie  object,  Is  diao- 
lation  the  otjecti    If  it  be^  external  cdromo- 
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■tauMa  nmj  nuke  it  ft  more  or  leM  agrnivftted 
C(H,  bat  cumot  mStct  the  principle.  I  do  not 
lioW,  therefore,  tar.  that  llie  Hulford  Oonveit' 
tioD  wu  pardoiutble,  even  to  the  extent  of  the 
putleuuD's  ftdminioD,  if  its  otgeota  were  reallj' 
mch  la  have  been  impaled  to  tt.  Sir.  there 
nararwu  ft  time,  onder  any  d^ree  of  excite- 
DMDt,  ia  which  the  Hartford  OoDTention,  or 
u;  other  ooaTenlion,  ooald  maintaia  itself  one 
moDMDt  in  New  En^and,  if  aasuubled  for  any 
mch  purpose  as  the  gentleman  ta,ji  would  bare 
been  an  allowable  purpose.  To  hold  oonven- 
tioiu  to  decide  qneetiona  of  constitutional  taw  I 
To  tiT  the  binding  validity  of  Btatntes,  b^  votes 
Id  (  ctrnvention  1  Sir,  the  Hartford  Gonven- 
tini,  I  preaame,  would  not  dedre  tbat  the  hon- 
wiUe  gentleman  should  be  their  defender  or 
idvocite^  if  he  pnia  their  oase  upon  such  nn- 
teuble  sod  extrftvagant  gronnds. 

Him,  sir,  the  gentleman  has  no  fitnlt  to  find 
Tith  theae  recently  promnlgated  South  Oaro- 
lioi  qiinioDs.  And,  oertiunlj,  he  need  have 
Done:  for  his  own  sentimente^  as  now  ad- 
noeed,  and  advanced  on  reflection,  as  far  as  I 
bAve  been  able  to  comprehend  them,  go  the 
M  length  of  all  these  opmions.  I  propose,  sir, 
u  a^  aotnething  on  these,  and  to  condder  how 
br  Uiej  are  Just  and  constitutionaL  Before 
doiiig  that,  however,  let  me  observe,  that  the 
eulo^nm  pronounced  on  the  character  of  the 
Slate  of  South  Oarolina,  b;  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, for  her  revolntionair  and  other  merits, 
ineets  my  hearty  ooncnrrence.  I  shall  not  ao- 
toowledge  that  the  honorable  member  goes  be- 
fore me  in  regard  for  whatever  of  distingnlshed 
talent,  or  distinguished  character,  South  Oaro- 
lina bag  produoed.  I  claim  part  of  the  honor, 
I  partake  in  the  pride  of  her  great  names.  I 
elsiffl  tlkem  for  oonntrymen,  one  and  all.  The 
laoienseH,  the  RntledgeB,  the  Finckneya,  the 
Smnters,  the  Marions — Americans  all — whose 
fame  ia  no  more  to  be  hemmed  in  by  Slate 
Uoei,  than  their  talenta  and  patriotism  were 
capable  of  being  droumsoril)ed  within  the  same 
narrow  limits.  In  their  day  and  generation, 
tbey  served  and  honored  the  conntrf,  and  the 
whole  connti7 ;  and  their  renown  is  of  the 
trtaaures  of  Uie  whole  country.  Him,  whose 
boDored  mune  the  gentleman  himself  bears — 
does  he  suppose  me  less  capable  of  gratitude 
for  his  patriotism,  or  sympathy  for  ms  snffer- 
ipss,  than  if  his  eyes  had  first  opened  upon  Uie 
light  in  Mflsaachnsetts,  instead  of  Sonth  Caro- 
lina) Sir,  does  he  suppose  it  in  his  power  to 
exhibit  a  Carolina  name  so  bright  as  to  produce 
enTy  in  my  bosom  ?  No,  sir,  increased  gratifi- 
cation and  delight,  rather.  Sir,  I  thai^  God 
that,  if  I  am  gifted  with  little  of  the  spirit 
which  is  able  to  raise  mortals  to  the  skies,  I 
have  yet  none,  as  I  trust,  of  that  other  spirit, 
which  would  drag  angels  down.  When  I  shall 
be  fonnd,  sir,  in  my  ^ace,  here  in  the  Senate, 
or  elsewhere,  to  sneer  at  public  merit,  because 
it  butpened  to  ^riog  up  beyond  the  little  lim- 
its ot  my  own  Stat«  or  neighborhood ;  when  I 
refuse,  for  any  sudi  cause,  pr  for  any  cause,  the 
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homage  due  to  American  talent,  to  elevatdd 
patriotism,  to  sincere  devotion  to  liberty  and 
the  country ;  or  if  I  see  an  uncommon  endow- 
ment of  heaven— if  I  see  extraordinary  ca- 
pacity and  virtue  in  any  son  of  the  South — and 
i^  moved  by  local  pKJudioe,  or  gangrened  by 
State  jealousy,  I  get  up  here  to  abate  the  tithe 
of  a  hair  from  his  just  character  and  Just  fame, 
may  my  tongue  cleave  to  the  roof  of  my 
mouth  I 

Sir,  let  me  recur  to  pleasing  recollections; 
let  me  indulge  In  refresning  remembrances  of 
the  past;  let  me  remind  yon  that.  In  early 
times,  no  States  cherished  greater  harmony, 
both  of  principle  and  feeling,  than  Hassachii- 
setts  and  South  Carolina.  Would  to  Qod,  that 
harmony  might  again  retom  I  Shoulder  to 
shoulder  they  went  through  the  revolution — 
hand  in  hand  they  stood  round  the  administra- 
tion of  Waahinffton,  and  felt  his  own  great  arm 
lean  on  them  for  support.  Unkind  feeling,  if 
it  exist,  alienation  and  distrost,  are  the  growth, 
unnatural  to  such  soils,  of  false  principles  dnce 
sown.  They  are  weeds,  the  seeds  of  which 
that  same  great  arm  never  scattered. 

I  shall  enter  on  no  enoomiums  upon  Massa- 
chnsetts ;  she  needs  none.  There  she  is ;  be- 
hold her,  and  Judge  for  yourselves.  There  is 
her  history;  the  world  knows  it  by  heart. 
The  past,  at  least,  is  secure.  There  is  Boston, 
and  Concord,  and  Lexington,  and  Banker  Hill ; 
and  there  they  will  remmn  forever.  The  bones 
of  her  sons,  fallea  in  the  great  strnggle  for  in- 
dependence, now  lie  minted  with  the  soil  of 
every  State,  from  New  England  to  Georgia; 
and  there  they  will  lie  forever.  And,  sir, 
where  American  liberty  rueed  its  infant  voice ; 
and  where  its  youth  was  nnrtored  and  sus- 
tuned ;  there  it  still  lives,  in  the  stren^  of 
its  manhood,  and  full  of  its  original  spint.     If 


it ;  if  folly  and  madness ;  if  uneasiness,  nnder 
salatary  and  necessary  restraint,  shall  succeed 
to  separate  it  from  that  Union,  by  which  alone 
its  existence  is  made  snre,  it  will  stand,  in  the 
end,  by  the  side  of  that  cradle  in  which  its  in- 
fancy was  rooked ;  it  will  stretch  forth  its  arm, 
with  whatever  of  vigor  it  may  still  retain,  over 
the  friends  who  may  gather  round  it ;  and  it 
will  fall  at  last,  if  fall  it  must,  amidst  the 
proudest  monuments  of  its  own  glory,  and  on 
the  very  spot  of  its  origin. 

There  jot  remains  to  be  performed,  said  Mr. 
W.,  by  far  the  most  grave  and  important  duty, 
which  I  feel  to  be  devolved  on  me,  by  this  oc- 
casion. It  is  to  state,  and  to  defend,  what  I 
conceive  t«  be  the  tme  principles  of  the  con- 
stitntion,  under  which  we  are  here  assembled. 
I  might  well  have  desired  that  so  weighty  a 
task  should  have  fallen  into  other  and  abler 
hands.  I  could  have  wished  that  it  should 
have  been  executed  by  those,  wbo?e  choroetcr 
and  experience  give  weight  and  influence  to 
their  opinions,  such  as  cannot  possibly  belong 
to  mine.    But,  sir,  I  have  met  the  occasion,  not 
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Bought  it ;  and  I  shall  proceed  to  state  mj  own  ; 
RentiroentA,  nithout  chsUenADs  for  them  any 
partionlar  regard,  with  stoaled  plainneas,  And , 
as  niDoh  preoiBion  as  possible. 

I  onderstand  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Oaroliua  to  mtotMa,  tliat  it  is  a  right  of 
the  State  Le^slatnrea  to  interfere,  whenever, 
in  their  Jndgnuait,  this  OoTenunent  transcenda 
its  constitutional  limits,  and  to  aireet  the  oper- 
ation of  its  laws. 

I  mideratand  him  to  maintain  this  right,  as  a 
right  existing  under  the  eonstitntion ;  not  as  a 
right  to  overtliTow  it,  on  the  gronnd  of  ex- 
treme neoeaaitf,  snoh  aa  woold  Justify  violent 
revdution. 

I  understand  him  to  mnintiun  an  aathoritT', 
on  the  part  of  the  States,  thus  to  interfere,  for 
the  pnrpose  of  oorreoting  the  exercise  of  power 
bj  the  General  Goveminent,  of  checking  it, 
uid  of  compelling  it  to  conform  to  their  opin- 
ion of  the  extent  of  its  powers. 

1  nnderatand  i^im  to  majTifjiTn  that  the  ulti- 
mate power  of  Judging  of  the  oonatitutional 
extent  of  its  own  autiiori^  is  not  lodged  excla- 
sively  in  the  General  Government,  or  anj 
branch  of  it ;  but  that,  on  the  oontratr,  the 
States  ma;  lawfully  decide  for  themselves,  and 
each  State  for  itadf^  whether,  in  a  given  ease, 
the  act  of  the  Oeneral  Oovemment  transcends 

I  understand  him  to  inaLst  that,  if  the  flxi- 
gencf  of  the  oaae,  in  the  opinion  <K  ta:g  Btate 
Govenunen^  require  it,  snob  State  Govern- 
ment mar,  D7  'te  own  sovereign  authoritri  >o- 
nul  an  act  of  the  General  Government,  woioh 


This  is  the  sunoi 


)  be  the  South  Oarolins  doctrine;  and 
the  doctrine  which  he  maintains.  I  propose  to 
conrider  it^  and  to  compare  it  with  the  oonsti- 
tution.  Allow  me  to  sa;,  as  a  preliminarj  re- 
mark, that  I  call  this  the  South  Oarolina  doo- 
trine,  onl^  because  the  gentleman  himself  has 
BO  denominated  it.  I  do  not  feel  at  Ubertj  to 
say  that  Sonth  Oarolina,  as  a  State,  bss  ev«r 
advanced  these  sentiments.  I  hope  she  has 
not,  and  never  ma; .  That  a  great  m^oritj  of 
her  people  are  closed  to  the  tariff  laws,  is 
doubtless  tj^e.  That  a  mqlority,  somewhat 
less  than  that  just  mentdoned,  o<»sdentionsl7 
believe  those  laws  onoonstitatiMial,  maj  probft- 
blj  also  be  tme.  But,  that  ai^  mi^Jcni^  holds 
to  the  right  of  direct  State  interference,  at 
State  discretjon,  the  right  of  nullifying  ftots  of 
Congress  by  acts  of  Slate  tegUation,  is  more 
than  I  know,  and  what  I  shall  be  alow  to 
believe. 

That  there  are  Individoala,  beiddes  the  htm- 
orable  gentleman,  who  do  mainttun  these  opin- 
ions, is  quite  oert^o.  I  lecoUeot  the  recent  ei- 
presaion  of  a  sentdment,  which  circumstances 
attending  its  attersnce  and  publication  Justify 
us  in  suppodng  was  not  unpremeditated.  "  The 
sovereignt;  of  the  State— never  to  be  eon- 
trolled,  construed,  or  decided  on,  bat  b^  her 
own  feelings  of  honorable  Justice." 


[]£r.  Hanri  here  roee,  and  said  that,  for  tbe 
purpose  of  bdng  olearfy  understood,  he  vraold 
state,  that  his  proposition  was  in  the  worda  of 
the  Virginia  resolution,  as  follows : 

"^at  this  Assembly  doth  expUcitfyand  percmp- 
toilly  declare,  that  it  views  the  powers  of  uie  Feo- 
eraLGoTerameDt  as  resulUng  from  the  compact  to 
which  the  States  are  parties,  as  limited  by  the  plain 
sense  and  intention  m  the  Instrnment  conatltuUng 
that  cciopaGt,  as  no  Ikrtber  valid  than  they  aiw  a«- 
thoriied  bj  tbe  gronU  enmnasated  in  that  eonpaet ; 
and  that,  in  coss  of  a  delibetate,  palpable,  and  daa- 
gerons  exerdse  of  other  powHS,  not  granted  bj  tba 
said  compact,  the  Stales  who  are  pattiea  tb«ict» 
have  the  right,  and  are  in  duty  bound,  to  Interpoec, 
for  anestlDK  the  progress  of  Uie  e*il,  and  for  main- 
tainmR,  within  their  respective  limits,  the  anllkor- 
ities,  rlghta,  and  libertiee,  appertaining  to  them.'^ 

Ur.  W.  resumed :  I  am  quite  aware  <^  tha 
existenoa  of  the  resolnlion  which  the  sontle- 
man  read,  and  has  now  repeated,  and  iL«fc  h« 
relies  on  it  as  his  authority.  I  know  the 
sonroe,  too,  ftom  which  it  is  nndentood  to 
hav«  proceeded.  I  need  not  say  that  I  hnve 
much  respect  for  the  eonstitutionol  ofiiniaaia  of 
Mr.  Uadison ;  they  would  weigh  gr«atl7  with 
me,  always.  But,  before  the  anthcrity  at  his 
opinion  be  vouched  for  the  gentlemon'a  pr^>o- 
Bition,  It  will  be  proper  to  oonrider  what  is  tha 
fur  interpretation  oi  that  leaoluticai  to  wbidt 
Mr.  MaiUson  is  nndwstood  to  hare  given  hia 
sanction,  As  the  gentleman  oonstmea  it,  it  ia 
on  anthori^  for  him.  Foeriblr,  he  laxj  not 
have  adiq>ted  the  right  oonstmotioo.  Hiat 
reetdution  declares,  that,  in  the  ease  of  the 
dangerous  exercise  of  powers  not  granted  to 
the  General  Government,  the  States  him  iiit«r- 
poee  to  arrest  the  progress  of  the  evu.  But 
how  interpose,  and  wb^  does  this  dedoralMS 
purport  I  Does  it  mean  no  mMe  than  that 
there  may  be  extreme  oasea,  in  which  the  pMv 
pie,  in  any  mode  of  assembling,  maj  reoist 
usurpation,  and  relieve  tfaemsdves  from  a 
tyrannical  Government)  Ko  one  will  daay 
iJiis.  Bueh  resistanoe  is  not  Mily  ackiunrl- 
edged  to  be  Just  in  America,  bnt  in  TCufAiaA^ 
also.  Blaokrtone  admits  as  much^  in  his  tbe- 
OT7,  and  praolioa,  too,  ot  the  English  c<»atitB- 
tion.  We,  air,  who  oppose  the  OaroliDa  doe- 
trine,  do  not  deny  that  the  people  may,  if  th^ 
choose,  throw  ttf  any  Government  when  it  b»- 
oomea  opprearive  and  intolerable,  and  eraet  « 
better  in  tta  stead.  We  all  know  that  dvO  in- 
stjtntions  ore  established  for  the  pnblio  benefit, 
and  tiu&t  wbto  they  oeaas  to  answer  tiie  cnda 
of  th«r  existence,  Qiey  may  be  changed.  Bst 
I  do  not  understand  the  doctrine  now  OMitcod- 
ed  for  to  be  that  whicli,  for  the  sake  of  dis- 
tinctness, we  may  eoll  the  rif^t  of  rev<datioa. 
I  understand  the  gentinnan  to  maintfin^  that, 
without  revolution,  without  civil  commotioa, 
without  rebellion,  a  remedy  for  snppoaed  abuse 
and  transgression  of  the  powers  of  the  General 
Government  lies  in  a  direct  appeal  to  the  in- 
terference of  the  State  GovemmentSL  [Ur. 
'Hann  here  rose:  He  did  not  oonteod,  faesaid, 
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for  tbfl  men  right  ot  revolution,  bnt  for  the 
right  of  OHutitdtioiiBl  redgtaooe.  What  he 
awTitaiMMJ  tm,  that,  in  caw  of  plain,  palpable 
TtoUtkai  of  the  ooivrtitalioii,  bj  the  Goieral 
Qovenunent,  a  State  maj  intorpoee ;  and  that 
this  interpomtiDii  is  oonstitntioosl.]  Mr.  W. 
lunmed :  Bo,  lir,  I  understood  tho  genttentan, 
lod  sn  happj  to  find  that  I  did  not  nusnndeT- 
(tud  him.  What  he  oontends  for,  is,  that  it  is 
coMtitaUonal  to  intarmptthe  administratiaD  of 
the  cODstitiition  itsal^  m  the  handa  of  those 
«ba  m  cboMB  and  avorn  to  adminMer  it,  b^ 
tbe  direct  interflBrauw,  in  fbrm  of  law,  of  the 
Stils^  in  Tirtoe  of  (h^  loveTeign  otpadtj. 
Tha  uibennt  tight  in  thepe(q)le  to  reform  their 
GoTenunent,  I  do  not  deny;  and  they  have 
uothsT  riglit,  and  that  ii,  to  renat  nnoonstito- 
limil  laws,  withont  OTertnming  the  Qoveni- 
DMnL  It  is  no  doctrine  of  mine,  that  mioon- 
nitoIioQal  laws  bind  the  people.  The  great 
qmation  ia,  whose  prerogattTe  ia  it  to  decide 
im  the  ecHiBtitiitionmli^  or  nnoonstitalionjdilj 
of  the  laws)  On  that,  the  main  debate  Ungea. 
Ihe  propoaititn,  that,  in  case  of  a  rappteed 
tidlition  of  the  oonstitntion  hj  Ooagreaa,  the 
States  hav«  a  ocHutitational  right  to  mterfore, 
■nd  loniil  the  law  of  Oongreaa,  is  the  propori- 
tun  of  tbe  gentleman :  I  do  not  adult  it.  If 
tlw  geotlenum  bad  intended  no  more  than  to 
uMrt  the  right  <d  rerolntion,  for  Jtutlfiable 
viae,  be  womd  hare  add  onlj  what  all  agree 
to.  Bat  I  cannot  oonaelve  that  tbeie  can  be  a 
middle  eoone,  between  mbmiasion  to  the  laws, 


nrolRtian,  or  rebellion,  on  the  other.  I  aaj, 
the  ri(^t  of  a  State  to  anmd  a  law  of  Oongresi, 
annot  be  maintuned  but  on  the  ground  of  the 
nneliauhle  rig^t  of  man  to  redat  (^preeeion; 
that  ii  to  BB7,  open  the  notrnd  of  rerohitaMi. 
I  admit  that  Uiere  is  an  ultimate  violent  reme- 
dy, above  the  oonstitatktt,  and  in  defianoa  of 
the  eonstitatioa,  which  maj  be  resorted  to, 
wbeo  a  revolntion  is  to  be  Justified.  Bnt  I  do 
not  admit  that  wider  Uta  oonstitntion,  and  in 
eoafonnit7  with  it,  there  is  anv  mode  in  which 
a  State  Qovetnmeot,  as  a  member  of  the  Union, 
can  inleifere  and  atop  the  progress  of  the  Gen- 
enl  Ooremment,  bj  force  (tf  her  <»wn  laws, 
ooder  any  dronmstanoes  whateTer, 

This  leads  na  to  incmire  into  the  origin'of 
this  Goverimient,  and  the  sonrce  of  its  power. 
Vhoae  agent  is  it  I  Is  it  the  creature  of  the 
Stale  Lec^slatnie,  or  the  creature  of  the  peo- 

tle?  If  the  Oovemment  of  the  United  States 
e  the  agant  of  tbe  State  Oovemmenta,  th«i 
tbef  may  etrntrol  it,  provided  th^r  een  a^'ee  in 
the  manner  of  oontroUing  it;  if  it  be  the  agent 
of  the  people,  then  the  people  alone  can  oon- 
toA  it,  rettn^  it,  modify,  or  r^mn  it.  It  is 
obasrvaUe  enon^  tliat  the  doctrine  for  which 
the  lioootaUe  genltanao  conteods,  leads  him 
to  tbe  neoesri^  of  maintMning^  not  onl;^  that 
this  General  Qovemment  is  the  creatore  of  the 
States,  but  that  it  is  the  creature  of  each  of  the 
Stat««,  setenllj ;  so  that  each  maj  assert  the 
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power,  for  itself;  of  determining  whether  it 
aot«  within  tha  limits  of  its  anthoritj.  It  is 
the  servant  of  fbar  and  twentj  mastery  of  dif* 
ferent  wills  and  different  pniposes,  and  jet 
bonnd  to  obcT'  all.  This  absnrditj  (for  it  seems 
DO  lees)  srieea  from  a  mlsooDcep^on  aa  to  the 
origin  of  Uiis  Oovemment  in  its  tnie  charao' 
ter.  It  is,  ur,  the  people's  oonstltation,  the 
people's  Qovemment ;  made  for  the  people ; 
made  hj  the  people;  and  answerable  to  tJie 
people.  The  people  of  the  United  States  have 
deoured  that  this  eoiutitntimi  ihall  be  tbe  eo- 
preme  law.  We  rnnat  titber  admit  the  priqM>- 
ritltm,  or  disrate  their  anthoritr.  The  States 
are,  nnqneetitmablf,  sovereign,  so  for  as  th«r 
sovereignty  is  not  affooted  by  tUa  n^n-eme  law. 
Bnt  the  State  Legislatures,  ss  polibcal  faodiei^ 
however  sovereign,  are  jet  not  sovereign  over 
the  people.  So  far  as  the  pec^le  have  given 
power  to  the  General  Government,  so  far  the 
grant  is  nuqnestionablj  good,  and  the  Govern- 
ment holds  of  the  people,  and  not  of  tbe  State 
Oovermnenls.  We  are  alt  agents  of  the  same 
sQpreme  power,  the  people.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment and  the  8tate  Governments  derive 
(heir  antfaoritf  from  the  same  sonroe.  Kdlhet 
can,  in  relation  to  the  other,  he  called  primarj, 
thot^b  one  is  definite  and  restricted,  end  tbe 
other  general  and  residnary.  The  National 
Government  poasesees  thoae  powers  which  it 
can  be  shown  the  people  have  conferred  on  it, 
and  no  more.  All  the  rest  belongs  to  the  State 
Governments,  or  to  the  people  themselves.  Bo 
far  aa  the  people  have  restruned  State  sov- 
ereignty, by  the  expression  of  their  will,  in  the 
Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States,  so  far,  it 
mnet  be  admitted.  State  sovereignty  is  effeetn' 
slly  controlled.  I  do  not  contend  that  it  is,  or 
onght  to  be,  controlled  farther.  The  sentiment 
to  which  I  have  referred,  proponnde  that  State 
sovereignty  is  only  to  be  controlled  byits  own 
"  fieellng  of  jnatioe ;"  that  is  to  Bay,  that  it  ia 
not  to  be  oontfolled  at  all :  for  one  who  is  to 
follow  hia  own  feelings  u  noder  no  legal  oon- 
troL  How,  however  men  may  think  this 
on^t  to  be,  the  fact  is,  that  the  people  of  the 
United  States  have  chosen  to  impose  control 
on  State  sovereignties.  There  are  thos&  doubt- 
less, who  wish  they  had  been  left  wi^out  re- 
straint; bnt  the  oonstitntion  has  ordered  the 
matter  differently.  To  make  war,  for  instance, 
is  an  exercise  of  sovereignty ;  but  the  constitu- 
tion declares  that  no  State  shall  make  war.  To 
coin  money  ia  another  exerciee  of  sovereign 
power;  bnt  no  State  is  at  liberty  to  win 
money,  AEain,  the  oonstitntion  says  that  no 
sovereign  State  shall  be  eo  soverdgn  as  to 
make  a  treaty.  These  prohibitions,  it  must  be 
confessed,  are  a  otmtrol  on  the  State  sovereign- 
ty of  South  Oarolina,  aa  well  as  of  the  other 
States,  which  does  not  arise  "  from  her  own 
feelings  of  honorable  justice."  Such  an  opin- 
ion, Uierefore,  is  in  defiance  of  the  pimnest 
provisions  of  the  oonstitntion. 

Here  are  other  proceedings  of  publio  bodies 
which  have  already  been  ^uded  to,  and  to 
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which  I  refer  again,  for  the  purpose  of  aaoer- 
taiEung  more  full?  what  is  the  length  and 
breadth  of  that  doctrine,  denominated  the 
Carolina  doctrine,  which  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman has  now  stood  np  on  this  floor  to  main- 
twn.  In  one  of  tham  I  find  it  reBolyed,  that 
"  the  tariff  of  1826,  and  every  other  tariff  de- 
signed to  promote  one  brandi  of  indastry  at 
the  expense  of  othem  ia  contrary  to  the  mean- 
ing and  intention  of  the  Federal  compact ;  and, 
as  snch,  a  dangorons,  palpable,  and  deliberate 
naarpation  of  power,  by  a  determined  m^or- 
ity,  wieldbg  the  General  Government  beyond 
the  limits  of  its  delegated  powers,  as  caUe  npon 
the  Stat«a  which  compose  the  soffering  minor- 
ity, in  their  sovereign  capacity,  to  exercise  the 
powers  which,  aa  sovereigns,  necessarily  de- 
volve npon  them,  when  their  compact  is  vio- 
lated." 

Observe,  nr,  that  this  resolntion  holds  the 
tariff  of  1628,  and  every  other  tariff^  designed 
to  promote  one  branch  of  indnstry  at  the  ex- 
pense of  another,  to  be  snch  a  dangeroos,  pal- 
pable, and  deliberalfl  nsnrpation  of  power,  as 


This  denancistion,  yon  will  please  to  olwerve, 
inclndes  onr  old  tariff  of  161Q.  as  well  as  all 
others ;  because  that  was  established  to  pro- 
mote the  interest  of  the  mannfacturers  of  cot- 
ton, to  the  manifest  and  admitted  Injury  of  the 
Calcutta  cotton  trade.  Observe  again,  that  all 
the  qualifications  are  here  rehearsed  and  charged 
upon  the  tari^  which  are  necessary  to  hnng 
the  case  within  the  gentleman's  proposition. 
The  tariff  is  a  usurpation ;  it  is  a  dangerons 
usurpation ;  it  is  a  palpable  nsurpation ;  it  is  a 
deliberate  nsnrpation.  It  is  snch  a  usurpation, 
therefore,  aa  calls  npon  the  States  to  exercise 
their  right  of  interference.  Hero  is  a  case, 
then,  within  the  gentleman's  principles,  and  all 
his  qnalifications  of  his  principles.  It  is  a  case 
for  action.  The  constitntion  is  plfunly,  danger- 
onely,  palpably,  and  deliberately  violated ;  and 
the  States  mnst  interpose  their  own  anthority 
to  arrest  the  law.  Let  as  suppose  the  State  (M 
Sonth  Carolina  to  express  the  same  opinion,  by 
the  voice  of  her  Legislature.  That  would  be 
very  imposing ;  but  what  thcnt  Is  the  voice 
of  one  State  conclusive!  It  so  happens  that, 
at  the  very  moment  when  South  Carolina  re- 
solves that  the  tariff  laws  are  nnconatitudonal, 
Pennsylvania  and  Kentucky  resolve  exactly 
the  reverse.  They  hold  those  laws  to  be  both 
highly  proper  and  strictly  constitutional.  And 
now,  sir,  how  does  the  honorable  member  pro- 
pose to  deal  with  this  case )  How  does  he  re- 
lievo ns  from  this  difficulty,  npon  any  principle 
of  his  }  His  constmction  get^  us  into  it ;  how 
does  he  propose  to  get  us  out  ? 

In  Carolina,  the  tariff  is  a  palpable,  deliber- 
ate usurpation;  Carolina,  therefore,  may  nul- 
lify it,  and  refose  to  pay  the  datics.  In  Penn- 
sylvania, it  is  both  clearly  constitutional,  and 
highly  expedient;  and  there,  the  duties  are  to 
be  paid.    And  yet  we  live  under  a  Government 


of  nnifonu  laws,  and  under  a  oonstitution,  too^ 
which  contains  an  express  provinon,  ai  it  bap- 
pena,  that  all  duties  shall  oe  equal  in  all  t£« 
States  I    Does  not  this  approach  absurdity  f 

If  there  be  no  power  to  settle  such  ^oestioo^ 
independent  of  either  of  the  States  is  not  tk 
whole  Union  a  rope  of  eandf  kn  we  not 
thrown  back  agai^i,  precdaely  iqKm  the  tdd  Coa- 
federation  t 

It  ia  too  plain  to  be  argued.  Four  ud 
twenty  interpreter!  of  constitutiMia]  law,  etch 
with  a  power  to  decide  for  itaell)  and  mmc  irith 
authority  to  bind  anybody  else,  and  this  con- 
stitulional  law  the  only  bond  of  th«r  BoicDl 
What  is  such  a  stata  of  things,  but  a  mere  con- 
nection during  pleasure ;  or,  to  nse  the  phrase- 
ology of  the  timea,  during  feeling  t  And  thtt 
feeling,  too,  not  the  feeling  of  the  people,  who 
established  the  constitution,  but  the  fteling  of 
the  State  Oovenimenta. 

In  another  of  the  Sonth  Carolina  addreoei 
having  premised  that  the  crisis  requires  "ill 
the  concentrated  energy  of  passion,"  an  stli- 
tnd^  of  open  resistance  to  the  laws  of  ilis 
Union  is  aavised.  Open  reristauce  to  the  U*), 
tiien,  is  the  constitutional  remedy,  the  nmn- 
vative  power  of  the  State,  which  the  SoDih 
Oarolina  doctrines  teach,  for  the  redress  of  po- 
litical evils,  real  or  imaginary.  And  its  to- 
tbors  farther  say,  that,  appe^ing  with  ceufr 
denoe  to  the  constitution  itself  to  justify  tbsjr 
opinions,  they  cannot  consent  to  try  their  accn- 


attitude  of  open  resistance  in  favor  of  libertr. 
Bnt  what  sort  of  liberty  t  The  hberft  of  ts- 
tablishing  their  own  opinions,  in  defisnce  of 
the  opinions  of  all  others ;  the  liberty  of  y^f 
ing  and  deciding  exclusively  themselves,  is  i 
matter  in  which  others  have  as  much  rirfit  'o 
Judge  and  decide  as  they ;  the  liberW  of  ply- 
ing their  own  opinions  above  the  jodgineiit  of 
all  others,  above  the  laws,  and  above  the  con- 
stitntioD.  This  is  their  liberty ;  and  thb  is  the 
fair  result  of  the  proportion  contended  for  bj 
the  honorable  gentleman.  Or.  it  may  be  mw* 
properly  said,  it  is  identical  with  it,  rathetthu 
a  r^ult  from  it. 

In  the  same  publication,  we  find  the  fouoit- 
ing :  "Previously  to  our  revolution,  when  ihe 
arm  of  oppression 'was  stretched  over  New 
England,  where  did  our  Northein  brethren 
meet  with  a  braver  sympathy  than  that  wbjdi 
sprung  from  the  bosoms  of  Caroliuismf  *' 
had  no  extortion,  no  oppression,  no  eoUiaon 
with  the  king's  ministers,  no  navigation  iil*^- 
ests  sprin^g  np  in  envious  rivauy  of  Ens' 
land,'' 

This  seems  extraordinary  language.  Sooia 
Carolina  no  collisiwi  with  the  king's  miniiJtW 
in  me  I  No  extortion  I  No  oppression !  Hi''- 
sir,  it  ia,  also,  most  significant  language.  _  Iium 
any  man  doubt  the  purpose  for  which  it  '''* 

Senned  f  Can  any  one  fail  to  see  tliat  it  "** 
[^signed  to  raise  in  the  reader's  mind  the  <)ii'f 
tion,  whether,  at  this  time—that  b  to  a.'.  >" 
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latS,  SoDth  GaroUnB  luw  inf  oolMon  with  the 
kine'i  nunistera,  007  oppression,  or  extortion, 
tofur  from  England t  Whether,  in  short, 
Englwil  is  not  as  n^iiirallr  the  friend  of  Sooth 
Cuolinft,  as  New  En^&nd,  with  her  naviga- 
bon  intareets  springing  np  in  enTioQs  rivalrj  of 

b  it  not  strange,  nr,  that  an  inteDigent  man 
a  Sontli  CaTolina,  in  1828,  should  thos  labor 
to  prove,  that,  in  1776,  there  was  no  hostility 
no  wiae  of  war  between  Booth  Oarolina  and 
Engltndt  That  ^e  had  no  occasion,  in  refer- 
mee  to  her  own  interest,  <x  fr<»n  a  regard  to 
her  own  welfere,  to  take  np  arms  in  the  rero- 
lutiODir;  eonteett  Can  any  one  acconnt  for 
the  eipreorion  of  saoh  strange  seotiments,  and 
their  circnlation  throiuh  the  Btate,  otherwise 
thin  b;  nippodrw  the  otiject  to  be,  what  I  have 
ilretdf  inbnuted,  to  raise  the  qncelion,  if  tlier 
bad  DO  "  collision  "  (mark  the  expression)  with 
the  Ddidsters  of  Emg  George  the  Third,  in 
1TT5,  what  oollMon  have  they  in  1B28,  with 
the  ministers  of  King  George  the  FonrthI 
Wlut  is  there  now,  in  the  ezistinK  state  of 
tilings,  to  separate  Carolina  from  Old,  more^  or 
nther,  than  from  New  England! 

Seaolntions,  rir,  hare  been  reoently  passed 
b;  the  Leglalatnie  of  Sonth  Carolina.  I  need 
not  leter  to  them ;  thej  go  no  farther  than  the 
hoDorable  gentleman  himself  has  gone,  and,  I 
hiyp^  not  so  far.  I  content  myse^  therefore, 
Tith  debating  the  matter  with  him. 

And  now,  sir,  what  1  have  first  to  say  on 
this  sabject  ia,  that  at  no  time,  and  nnder  no 
drcmnstances,  has  New  England,  or  an;  Btate 
in  Hew  England,  or  an;  respectable  bod;  of 
persons  in  New  England,  or  an;  pnblio  man  of 
■Uodiag  in  New  England,  put  forth  snoh  a 
doetriae  as  this  Carolina  doctrine. 

The  gentieman  has  fonnd  no  oase^  he  can 
find  none,  to  snpport  his  own  opinions  b;  New 
Inland  anthon^.  New  England  has  studied 
the  conititation  in  other  sohoola,  and  nnder 
other  teachers,  Bhe  looks  npon  it  with  other 
regirda,  and  deems  more  highl;  and  reverent^ 
Ij,  both  of  it^nst  anthority,  and  its  ntilit;  and 
eioellence.  The  histor;  of  her  iegialalive  pro- 
eee^ngs  ma;  be  traced ;  the  ephemeral  efi^- 
nong  of  temporary  bodies,  callra  together  b; 
the  eidtement  of  the  occasion,  ma;  be  hnnted 
np— the;  have  been  hnnted  np.  ^e  opinions 
au  Totes  of  her  pnblio  men,  in  and  ont  of 
CoQgreBs,  ma;  be  explored ;  it  will  sU  be  in 
Ttia.  The  Carolina  doctrine  can  derive  from 
her  neither  conntenance  uor  anpport.  She  re- 
jects it  DOW ;  she  always  did  r^ect  it ;  and  till 
she  l<»es  her  senses,  she  alwa;a  will  r^eot  it. 
The  honorable  member  has  referred  to  ezpres- 
Rons  on  the  sabjeot  of  the  embargo  law,  made 
in  this  place  b;  an  honorable  and  venerable 
gentleman,  (Mr.  Hillhoose,)  now  fiivoring  ns 
with  his  presence.  He  quotes  that  distin- 
gniihed  Senator  as  aa;ing,  that,  in  his  lodg- 
ment, the  embargo  law  was  anconstitntion^ 
and  that,  therefore,  in  his  opinion,  the  people 
were  not  bonnd  to  obey  it.  That,  tii,  is  per- 
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tional  law  is  not  binding ;  but  then  it  does  not 
rest  with  a  resolution,  or  a  law  of  a  State 
L^islatnre,  to  dedde  whether  an  aot  of  Con- 
gress be,  or  be  not,  oonstitational.  An  oncon- 
stitotioual  aot  of  Congress  would  not  hind  the 
people  of  this  District,  although  the;  have  no 
Legislatnre  to  interfere  in  their  behalf:  and, 
on  the  other  hand,  a  constitutional  law  of  Con- 
gress does  bind  the  citizens  of  eveiy  States 
although  all  their  Lefj^slatures  should  under- 
take to  annul  it,  b;  act  or  resolntion.  The 
venerable  Oonnectiont  Senator  is  a  constitn- 
tional  lawyer,  of  sound  principles,  and  enla^^ 
knowledge ;  a  statesnaan,  practised  and  experi- 
enced ;  bred  in  the  oompany  of  Washington, 
and  holding  jnst  views  npon  the  nature  of  onr 
Governments.  He  believed  the  embargo  nn- 
constitntional,  and  so  did  others;  but  what 
tiient  Who,  did  he  suppose,  was  to  decide 
that  qoeation !  The  StiUe  Legislatures?  Cer- 
tainty not.  No  such  sentiment  ever  eeottped 
his  lips.  Let  ns  follow  np,  sir,  this  New  Eng- 
land opposition  to  the  embargo  laws;  let  na 
trace  it  till  we  discern  the  principle  which  con- 
trolled and  governed  New  England,  throiirii- 
out  the  whole  course  of  that  opposition.  We 
shall  then  see  what  similarity  there  is  between 
the  New  England  school  of  constitutional  opin- 
ions, and  this  modem  Carolina  schooL  The 
gentleman^  I  think,  read  a  petition  from  some 
single  individual,  addressed  to  the  Legislature 
of  Maasaohnsetta,  asserting  the  Carolma  do*:- 
trine — that  is,  the  right  of  State  interference 
to  arrest  the  laws  of  the  Union.  The  fate  of 
that  petition  shows  the  sentiments  of  the  Legis- 
lature, It  met  no  favor.  The  opinions  of 
Massachusetts  were  otherwise.  The;  had  been 
exprewed  in  176S,  in  answer  to  the  resolutions 
of  Virginia,  and  she  did  not  depart  from  them, 
nor  bend  them  to  the  times.  Miegovemed, 
wronged,  <n)preaBed,  as  she  felt  herself  to  be, 
she  still  hela  East  her  integriu^  to  the  Union. 
The  gentleman  nut;  find  In  her  prooeedlnga 
mooh  evidence  of  dissatiBEiction  with  the  meas- 
ures of  the  Government,  and  great  and  deep 
dislike  to  the  embargo  \  ^  this  makes  the  case 
so  much  the  stronger  for  her;  for,  notwith- 
standing all  this  dissatis&ction  and  dislike,  she 
claimed  no  right,  still,  to  sever  asnnder  the 
bonds  of  the  Union.  There  was  heat,  and 
there  was  anger,  in  her  political  feelings.  Be 
it  so ;  her  heat  or  her  anger  did  not,  neverthe- 
less, betra;  her  into  infidelity  to  the  Govern- 
ment, The  gentieman  labors  to  prove  that  she 
disliked  the  embargo  as  much  as  South  Caro- 
lina dislikes  the  tai^  and  expressed  her  dislike 
as  strongly.  Be  it  so ;  bnt  did  she  propose  the 
Carolina  remedy  t  Did  she  threaten  to  inter- 
fere, b;  State  anthority,  to  annol  the  laws  of 
the  Union !  That  is  the  question  for  the  gen- 
Ueman's  consideration. 

Let  me  here  say,  sir,  that  if  the  genUeman's 
doctrine  bad  been  received  and  acted  upon  in 
New  England,  in  the  times  of  the  embai^  and 
DOQ-interooorse,  we  shotdd  probably  not  now 
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have  been  here.  The  Oovemment  wonld,  very 
likely,  have  gone  to  pieces,  and  crumbled  into 
dost.  Ko  stronger  oaae  can  ever  arise  than  ex- 
isted auder  those  ]&ws ;  no  6t«tes  can  ever  en- 
tertain a  clearer  conTicdon  than  the  New  Eng- 
land Statet  then  entertained ;  and  if  the;  bad 
been  under  the  influence  of  tliat  heresy  of 
opinion,  aa  I  mnst  call  it,  wluch  the  honorable 
member  espouses,  this  Union  would,  in  all 
prabability,  have  been  scattered  to  ite  four 
winds.  I  ask  the  gentleman,  therefore,  to  ap- 
ply his  principles  to  that  case ;  I  ask  him  to 
crane  forth  and  deolarei  whether,  in  his  opin- 
ion, the  New  Endand  States  would  have  been 
justified  in  interfering  to  break  np  the  embar- 
go BTBt«m,  under  tlie  conscientions  opinions 
whidt  they  held  npon  it  t  Had  they  a  right  to 
annul  that  law  1  Boes  he  admit  or  deny  t  If 
that  which  is  thought  jfalpably  nnconstitotional 
in  South  Carolina,  Justifies  that  State  in  arrest- 
ing the  jprogresa  of  the  law  tell  me,  whether 
that  which  was  thought  palpably  unconstitn- 
tional  alao  in  Maaaacliasett^  would  have  justi- 
fied her  iu  doin^  tiie  same  thing  t  Sir,  I  deny 
Uie  whole  doctrine.  It  has  not  a  foot  of  ground 
in  the  conHtitntion  to  stand  on.  No  pnblio  man 
of  reputation  ever  advanced  it  in  Massacbu- 
aetts,  in  the  warmest  times,  or  could  maintain 
himself  upon  it  there  at  any  time. 

I  wish  now,  nr,  to  make  a  remark  upon  the 
Yirginla  resolutions  of  17S8.  I  cannot  under- 
take to  say  how  these  resolutions  were  under- 
stood by  those  who  passed  them.  Their  lan- 
goage  is  not  a  little  mdefinite.  In  the  case  of 
UiB  ezeroise,  by  Congress,  of  a  dangerous 
power,  not  granted  to  them,  tlie  resolntions 
assert  the  right,  on  the  part  of  the  State,  to 
interfere,  and  arrest  the  progress  of  the  evil. 
This  is  susceptible  of  more  l^ao  one  interpre- 
tation. It  may  mean  no  more  than  that  the 
States  may  interfere  by  complaint  and  renioa- 
etrance;  or  by  proposing  to  the  people  an 
alteration  of  the  Federal  constitution.  This 
wonld  all  be  qnlto  unobjectionable;  or,  it  may 
be,  that  no  more  is  meant  tiian  to  assert  the 
general  right  of  revolution,  as  against  all  Gov- 
ernments, in  oases  of  Intolerable  oppression. 
This  no  one  doabts ;  and  this,  in  my  opinion, 
is  all  that  he  who  framed  the  resolntions  could 
have  meant  by  it :  for  I  shall  not  readily  be- 
lieve that  he  was  ever  of  opinion  that  a  State, 
nnder  the  constitotion,  and  in  oonformity  with 
it,  could,  upon  the  gronnd  of  her  own  opinion 
of  its  nnoonstitatiouality,  however  clear  and 
palpable  she  might  tliinV  the  case,  annul  a  law 
of  Congrees,  so  far  as  it  should  operate  on  her- 
self, by  her  own  legislative  power. 

I  most  now  beg  to  ask,  sir,  whence  is  this 
supposed  risbt  of  the  States  derived!  Where 
do  they  find  the  power  to  interfere  with  the 
laws  of  the  Union  1  Sir,  the  opinion  which 
the  honorable  gentieman  m^ntuns,  is  a  notion 
founded  on  a  total  misapprehension,  in  my 
judgment,  of  the  origin  of  this  Government, 
and  of  the  foundation  on  which  it  stands.  I 
hold  it  to  be  a  popular  Qovemment,  erected  by 
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the  peonle ;  those  who  administer  it,  reif>onra 
ble  to  ue  people ;  and  itself  capable  oC  being 
amended  and  modided,  Just  as  the  peojde  may 
ohooee  it  shonld  be.  It  is  as  popular,  just  a> 
tmly  emanating  from  the  people,  as  the  State 
Governments.  It  is  created  lor  one  purpose ; 
the  State  Governments  fur  another .  It  has  its 
own  powers;  they  have  theirs.  There  is  no 
more  authority  with  them  to  arrest  the  opera- 
tion of  a  law  of  Congress,  Uian  with  Ooogress 
to  arrest  the  operation  of  their  laws.  We  ate 
here  to  administer  a  constitution  emanating  im- 
mediately fh>m  tbe  people,  and  trusted,  bj 
them,  to  our  administrsHon.  It  is  not  tlie 
creature  of  the  State  Governments.  It  is  of 
no  moment  to  the  argument,  that  oertwn  acts 
of  the  Stato  Lwslatures  are  neoeesary  to  fill 
our  seats  in  this  Dody.  That  is  not  one  of  their 
original  Stato  powers — a  part  of  the  soverugn- 
ty  of  the  Stete.  It  is  a  duty  whidi  the  peopk^ 
by  the  constitution  itself  have  imposed  on  the 
State  Legislaturee ;  and  which  they  might  have 
left  to  be  performed  elsewhere  if  they  had 
seen  fit  So  they  have  Ipft  the  choice  of  Pr««- 
dent  with  electors ;  but  all  this  does  not  affect 
the  proposition  that  this  whole  Qovemment 
President,  Senate,  and  House  of  Repreeents- 
livea — is  a  popular  Qovermnemt.  It  leaves  it 
still  all  its  popular  character.  The  Governor 
of  a  Bute  (in  some  of  the  States)  is  chcwn. 


performing,  among  other  dnties,  that  of  elect- 
ing a  Governor.  Is  the  Government  of  a  8tal«^ 
on  that  Bcconnt,  not  a  popular  GorerameDll 
This  Government,  ar,  is  the  independent  off- 
spring of  the  popular  wilL  It  ia  not  the  crea- 
ture of  Stato  Lefpslatnrea.  Nay,  more,  if  the 
whole  truth  must  be  told,  the  pemtle  brought 
it  into  existence,  esteblished  it,  and  have  hith- 
erto BOpported  itj  for  the  very  pnrpoae,  amongst 
others,  of  imposm^  certain  salntary  reetnunla 
OS  Stato  sovereignties.  The  Statee  cannot  now 
make  war ;  they  cannot  contract  alliances ; 
they  cannot  make,  each  for  itself  separate  r«g- 
□lations  of  commerce ;  they  cannot  lay  im- 
posts ;  the^  cannot  coin  money.  If  this  con- 
stitotion,  sir,  be  the  creature  of  Stato  Legisla- 
tures, it  must  be  admitted  that  it  has  obtained 
a  strange  control  over  the  volitiona  of  its  cre- 

The  people,  then,  sT,  erected  this  Govern- 
ment They  gave  it  a  oonstitntioD;  and  in 
that  constitution  they  bare  enmneiated  the 
powers  which  they  bestow  on  it  They  have 
made  it  a  limited  Government  They  have  de- 
fined iU  anthority.  They  have  restrained  it  to 
the  exerdae  of  snch  powers  as  are  granted ; 
and  all  others,  the;  declare,  are  reeerved  to  the 
States  or  to  the  people.  Upt,  sir,  they  have 
not  stopped  here.  If  they  had,  they  would 
have  accomplished  but  haJi  their  work.  No 
definition  con  be  so  clear  as  to  avoid  poedbility 
of  donbt ;  no  Umitation  so  preciBe,  as  to  ex- 
clude all  uncertun^.  Who  tneo  shall  constrM 
this  grant  of  the  people  t    Who  shall  interprrt 
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their  will,  where  it  may  be  aapposed  they  liave 
left  it  donbtfiil  T  With  whom  do  they  repose 
tim  <iltim&te  right  of  dacidtng  on  the  powers 
of  the  (lovernment?  Sir,  they  hare  settled  til 
this  in  the  fullest  manner.  They  have  left  it 
with  the  Government  itself  in  its  appropriat* 
branches.  Sir,  the  very  chief  end,  the  mun 
dtaipi,  for  which  the  whole  constitntion  was 
framed  and  adopted,  was,  to  establish  a  Qov- 
emment  that  shonld  not  be  obliged  to  act 
Utrongh  State  agency,  or  depend  on  State  opin- 
knand  State  discretion.  The  people  had  had 
omte  enoDgh  of  that  kind  of  Government,  nn- 
oer  the  Confederacy.  Under  that  aystem,  the 
legal  action,  the  application  of  law  to  indirida- 
il^  belonged  eicinBively  to  the  States.  Con- 
gTe»  could  only  recommend ;  their  acts  were 
not  of  binding  force,  till  the  States  had  adopted 
and  sanctioDM  them.  Are  we  in  that  condi- 
tim:  still  t  Are  we  yet  at  the  mercy  of  State 
discretion,  and  Btate  constmction  ?  Sir,  if  we 
ire,  then  vain  will  be  oar  attempt  to  maintMn 
the  coDEtitntion  nnder  which  we  sit  But,  sir, 
the  people  have  wisely  provided,  in  the  consti- 
tatian  itself,  a  proper,  suitable  mode  and  tribn- 
nal  for  aettling  qnestiona  of  constitntional  law. 
There  are,  in  the  constitntion,  grants  of  powers 
to  CoDgr^a,  and  restrictions  on  these  powers. 
Here  are,  also,  prohibitions  on  the  States. 
Some  authority  mnst,  therefore,  necessarily  ex- 
ist, having  the  Tilttmate  jurisdiction  to  flz  and 
3scertun  the  interprefntion  of  these  grants,  re- 
strictions, Rnd  prohibitions.  The  constitution 
has,  itseb^  pointed  ont,  ordained,  and  estab- 
lished, that  authority.  How  has  it  accom- 
plished this  great  and  essential  endt  ^j  de- 
claring, nr,  that  "the  constitntion,  and  the 
taws  of  the  TJnited  States  made  in  pnrsnance 
thereof^  shall  be  the  sapreme  law  of  the  land, 
my  thine  in  the  constdtntion  or  laws  of  any 
Bute  to  fli©  contrary  notwithstanding," 

lUa,  sir,  -was  the  first  great  step.  By  this, 
the  sopremaey  of  the  conatitntion  and  laws  of 
the  United  States  is  declared.  The  people  so 
wis  it.  'So  State  law  is  to  he  valid  which 
comes  in  conflict  with  the  constitntion  or  any 
law  of  the  United  States.  But  who  shall  de- 
cide this  question  of  interference  (  To  whom 
lies  the  last  appeal  f  Thi^  sir.  the  constitn- 
tion itself  decides  also,  by  declaring  "  that  the 
jadidal  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases  arising 
onder  the  constitntion  and  laws  of  the  United 
States,"  These  two  provisions,  sir,  cover  the 
whole  gronnd.  They  are,  in  tmth,  the  key- 
stone of  the  arch.  With  these,  it  is  a  constitn- 
tion ;  without  them,  it  is  a  confederacy.  In 
pm^nance  of  these  clear  and  express  pro- 
visions. Congress  established,  at  Its  very  firat 
session,  in  the  Judicial  Act,  a  mode  for  carry- 
ing them  into  foil  effect,  and  for  bringing  all 
qnestioRs  of  constitutional  power  to  the  final 
decision  of  the  Bnpreme  Court.  It  then,  sir, 
became  a  Government,  It  then  had  the  means 
of  self-protection :  and,  but  for  this,  it  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  been  now  among  things 
which  are  past.    Having  constituted  the  Gov- 
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emment,  and  declared  its  powers,  the  people 
have  farther  said,  that,  einoe  somebody  mnst 
decide  on  the  extent  of  these  powers,  the  Glov- 
emment  shall  itself  decide ;  subject,  ^wajs, 
like  other  popular  Governments,  to  its  respoD- 
sibility  to  the  people.  And  now,  sir,  I  repeat, 
how  is  it  that  a  Btate  Legislature  acqnires  any 
power  to  interfere  t  Who  or  what  givea  them 
the  right  to  say  to  the  people,  "  We,  who  are 
yonr  agents  and  servants  for  one  purpose,  will 
undertake  to  decide  that  your  other  agents  and 
servants,  appointed  by  you  for  another  pur- 
pose, have  transcended  the  authority  you  gave 
tlieni  I "  The  reply  woold  be,  I  think,  not  im- 
pertinent :  "  Who  made  yon  a  Judge  over  an- 
other's servants  1  To  their  own  masters  they 
stand  or  falL" 

Sir,  I  deny  this  power  of  State  Leg^laturea 
altogether.  It  cannot  stand  the  test  of  exami- 
nation. Gentlemen  may  say  that,  in  an  ex- 
treme case,  a  State  (rovemment  might  protect 
the  people  from  intolerable  oppression.  Sir,  in 
snch  a  case,  the  people  might  protect  them- 
selves, without  the  aid  of  the  State  Govern- 
ments, Bnch  a  caw  warrants  revolution.  It 
must  make,  when  it  oomes,  a  law  for  itself.  A 
nullifying  act  (tf  a  Btate  Legislatnre  cannot 
alter  the  ease^  nor  make  resistance  any  more 
lawful.  In  maint^ning  these  sentimenU,  sir,  I 
am  but  asserting  the  rights  of  the  people.  I 
state  what  they  have  declared,  and  insist  on 
their  right  to  declare  it.  They  have  chosen  to 
repose  this  power  in  the  General  Government, 
and  I  think  it  my  duty  to  support  it,  like  other 
constitutional  powers. 

For  myself  sir,  I  do  not  admit  the  Jurisdio- 
tion  of  South  Carolina,  or  any  other  State,  to 
irescribe  my  constitntional  duty,  or  to  settle, 
letween  me  and  the  people,  the  validly  of 
laws  of  Congress,  for  which  I  have  voted,  I 
decline  her  nmpirage.  I  have  not  sworn  to 
support  the  constitntion  according  to  her  oon- 
stmction  of  its  clauses.    I  have  not  stipulated. 


and  those  whom  they  have  appointed  to  pass 
upon  the  question,  whether  laws,  supported  by 
my  volee,  conform  to  the  constitution  of  the 
itry.  And,  sir,  if  wo  look  to  the  general 
ire  of  the  case,  could  any  thing  have  been 
more  preposterone  than  to  make  a  Giovemment 
for  the  wnole  Union,  and  yet  leave  its  powers 
subject^  not  to  one  interpretation,  but  to  thir- 
teen, or  twentj-fonr,  interpretations  I  Instead 
of  one  tribunal,  established  by  alL  responsible 
to  all,  with  power  to  decide  for  all,  shall  oon- 
stitntional  questions  he  left  to  four  and  twenty 
popular  bodies,  each  at  liberty  to  decide  for 
itself  and  none  bound  to  respect  the  decisions 
of  odiers ;  and  each  at  liberty,  too,  to  give  a 
new  cons^otion  on  every  new  election  of  its 
own  members  t  Would  any  thing  with  snch  a 
principle  in  it,  or  rather  witL  such  a  destitution 
of  all  principle,  be  fit  to  be  called  a  Oovem- 
ment  T  No,  sir.  It  shonld  not  be  denominated 
ooustitntion.    It  should  be  called,  rather,  a 
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oollectioD  of  topioa,  for  eT«r1utiDg  coDtrover- 
87 ;  heads  of  debate  for  a  dilatations  people. 
It  would  not  be  a  GovemmeDt.  It  woi^d  not 
be  adequate  to-  any  practical  good,  nor  fit  fbr 
an;  coantrj  to  lire  under.  To  avoid  all  possi- 
bility of  being  misnnderatood,  allow  me  to  re- 
peat again,  in  tbe  fullest  manner,  that  I  olum 
no  powers  for  the  Govenanent,  by  forced  oi 
unfair  construction.  I  admit  that  it  is  a  Gov- 
ernment of  strictly  limited  powers,  of  enumer- 
ated, specified,  and  particularized  powers ;  and 
that  whatsoever  is  not  granted,  is  withheld. 
But  notwithstanding  all  this,  and  however  the 
grant  of  powers  may  be  expressed,  its  limit  and 
extent  m^  yet,  in  some  cases,  admit  of  donbt ; 
and  the  General  Govemnient  would  be  good 
for  nothing,  it  woold  be  incapable  of  long  ( 
ietine,  if  some  mode  had  not  been  provided, 
whica  these  donbts,  as  they  shonid  arise,  might 
be  peaceably,  but  authoritatively,  solved. 

And  now  let  me  mn  the  honorable  gentle- 
man's doctrine  a  little  into  its  practical  applica- 
tion. Let  OS  look  at  bis  probable  laodvt  oper- 
andi. If  a  thing  can  be  done,  an  ingenious 
man  can  teU  how  it  is  to  be  done.  Now,  I 
wish  to  be  informed  bow  tliis  Btnt«  interfer- 
ence is  to  be  pat  in  practice  wi&out  violence, 
bloodshed,  and  rebellion.  We  will  take  tbe 
existing  case  of  tbe  tariff  law.  South  Carolina 
is  said  to  have  made  up  her  opinion  upo 
If  we  do  not  repeal  it,  (as  we  probably  shall 
not,)  she  will  tbon  apply  to  the  case  the  reme- 
dy of  her  doctrine.  She  will,  we  must  sup- 
pose, pass  a  law  of  her  Legislature,  dedaring 
the  several  acts  of  Congress,  nsoally  called  the 
tariff  laws,  null  and  void,  so  &r  as  they  respect 
South  Oaroliua,  or  the  citizens  thereof.  So  far, 
all  is  a  paper  transaction,  and  easy  enough. 
Bat  the  collector  at  Oharleston  is  collecting  the 
duties  imposed  by  these  tariff  laws ;  he,  there- 
fore, must  be  stopped.  The  collector  will  seize 
the  goods  if  the  tariff  dntjes  are  not  paid.  The 
State  anthoritdee  will  ondertalce  their  rescue : 
the  marshal,  wiQi  Ms  potie,  will  come  to  the 
collector's  aid,  and  here  tae  contest  begins. 
The  militia  of  tbe  State  will  be  called  out  to 
sustain  the  nullifying  act.  They  will  march, 
sir,  under  a  very  gallant  leader :  for  I  believe 
the  honorable  member  himself  oommanda  the 
niUtia  of  that  part  of  tbe  State.  He  will  raise 
the  nulliiVing  act  on  hia  standard,  and  spread 
it  oat  as  his  banner  I  It  will  have  a  [oeamble, 
bearing,  that  tbe  tariff  laws  are  palpable,  de- 
liberate, and  dangerous  violations  of  the  oou- 
stitulion  I  He  wtU  proceed,  with  this  banner 
flying,  to  the  custom-house  in  Oharleaton ; 


Arrived  at  the  custom-house,  he  will  tell  the 
collector  that  be  most  collect  no  more  dnUee 
under  any  of  the  tariff  laws.  Thta  he  wiU  be 
somewhat  puzzled  to  say.  by  the  way,  with  a 
grave  countenance^  considering  what  hand 
South  Carolina  herself  bad  in  that  of  1616. 
Bat,  sir,  the  collector  would,  probably,  not  de- 


uat  at  bis  bidding.  Here  would  ensue  a  pause; 
for  they  say  that  a  certain  stjllnesa  precedes 
the  tempest.  Before  this  military  array  shonid 
fall  on  the  castom-house,  collector,  clerks,  and 
all,  it  la  very  probable  some  of  those  compos- 
ing it  woold  request,  of  thek  gallant  cMumaod- 
er-in-ohief,  to  be  Informed  a  little  opon  tiie 
point  of  law ;  for  they  have,  doubtless,  a  just 
respect  for  his  opinions  as  a  lawyer,  as  weU  as 
for  his  bravery  as  a  soldier.  They  know  he 
has  read  Blackstone  and  the  conatitntion,  as 
well  as  Tnrenne  and  Vaaban.  They  would  ask 
him,  therefore,  something  concerning  their 
rizhts  in  this  matter,  ^ey  woold  inqnire 
whether  it  was  not  somewhat  dangerous  to  re- 
sist a  law  of  the  United  States.  What  wodU 
be  the  nature  of  their  offence,  they  would  wish 
to  leam,  if  they,  by  military  force  and  array, 
resisted  the  execution,  in  Carolina,  of  a  law  of 
the  United  fitat«s,  and  it  shonid  turn  out,  after 
all,  that  the  law  was  oonstitntJonal  I  He  woold 
answer,  of  course,  treason.  No  lawyer  could 
give  any  other  answer.  John  Fnea,  he  wonld 
tell  them,  had  learned  that  some  years  ago. 
How,  then,  tbey  woold  ask,  do  yon  propoee  to 
defend  us )  We  are  not  afrud  of  bnlleta ;  hot 
treason  has  a  way  of  taking  people  ofi^  (hat  we 
do  not  much  relish.  How  do  yon  propose  to 
defend  ns  t  "  Look  at  my  floating  banner,"  be 
would  reply ;  "  see  there  the  nullifying  law  I " 
Is  it  your  opinion,  gallant  commander,  they 
would  then  say,  that,  if  we  ahould  be  indicted 
for  treason,  that  same  floating  banner  of  yoon 
would  make  a  good  plea  in  bar  }  "  Booth  C^- 
olina  is  a  sovereign  State,"  he  woold  reply. 
That  is  tme ;  bat  would  the  judge  admit  oar 
plea  I  "These  tariff  lawt"  he  would  r^>eat, 
"are  nnconstitntlonal,  palpably,  delibeistely, 
dangerooaly."  That  all  may  be  so ;  but  if  the 
tribunals  shonid  not  happen  to  be  i^  that  opin- 
ion, shall  we  swing  for  it )  We  are  rt«dy  to 
die  for  our  conntry  but  it  is  rather  an  awk- 
ward bnaiQeBa,  this  dying  witbont  touching  ttie 
ground  1  After  all,  that  ia  a  sort  of  hemp  tax, 
worse  than  any  part  of  tbe  tariff.  The  honor- 
able gentleman  would  be  in  a  dilecmia  lQ:e 
that  of  another  great  general :  be  wonld  have 
a  knot  before  him  which  he  ooold  mrt  nntie^ 
He  must  cut  it  with  his  sword :  be  must  say  to 
his  followers,  Defend  yourselves  with   yoor 

bayonets  I and  this  is  war — dvil  war. 

Direct  collision,  therefore,  between  force  and 
force,  is  the  unavoidable  result  of  that  remedy 
for  the  revimon  of  onconatitntdonal  laws  whi^ 
the  gentleman  contends  for.  It  must  happen 
in  the  very  first  case  to  which  it  is  applied,  b 
not  this  the  plain  reeoltt  To  resist,  by  forc«^ 
the  execution  of  a  law,  generally,  is  treason. 
Can  the  couris  of  tbe  United  6tat«s  take  nolicft 
of  tbe  indolgence  of  a  Slato  to  commit  trea- 
son t  The  common  saying,  that  a  SUte  caotiot 
commit  treason,  herseu^  is  nothing  to  tlie  pnr- 
poae.  Can  she  authorize  others  to  do  it  f  If 
John  Fries  had  prodnoed  an  act  of  Pennsylva- 
nia, annnlling  the  law  of  Congress,  would  it 
have  helped  bis  case  T    Talk  about  it  aa  we 
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win,  these  doctrines  go  the  length  of  Tevolii- 
tion.  The;  are  inoompfttible  with  mj  peaoe- 
sbla  adminntnition  of  the  GoTenuiwDt.  The; 
lead  directl/  to  disanion  and  eivil  oommoUoo ; 
md  therefore  it  ia,  that,  at  their  eomtnence- 
ment,  when  thej  are  firit  found  to  be  main' 
tained  by  reepeetable  men,  and  in  t,  tangi- 
ble form,  I  enter  mj  pnblio  protest  against 
them  all. 

The  honorable  gentleman  argoaa  that,  if  this 
GoTemiBent  be  the  sole  judge  of  the  extent  of 
Its  own  powen,  whether  that  right  of  Judging 
be  in  OoogreM  or  the  Sapreme  Oonrt,  it  eqnal- 
Ij  enbTwta  State  aoTereigntj.  Thia  the  gentle- 
man aeea,  or  tbinka  he  sees,  although  he  cannot 
perceive  oow  the  right  of  jadging,  in  this  mat- 
ter, if  left  to  the  eierciae  of  State  LegisUtarea, 
has  anj  tendencTto  robvert  the  Oovemment 
of  Qie  Union,  The  gentleman's  opinion  maj 
be,  that  the  right  onsht  not  to  haTe  been 
lodged  iritfa  the  Generu  Oovernment ;  he  maj 
like  better  nioh  a  oonatitation  a«  we  should 
have  imder  the  right  of  State  interference ;  bnt 
I  ask  him  to  meet  me  on  the  pl^  mMt«r  of 
bet ;  I  aek  him  to  meet  me  on  tlie  constitation 
its^;  I  ask  him  if  the  power  Is  not  found 
there,  clearlr  and  visiblT^  fbtmd  there  t 

But,  ar,  what  is  this  danger,  and  what  the 
gTomids  of  it  f  Let  it  be  remembered  that  the 
Constitation  of  the  United  States  is  not  unal- 
terable. It  is  to  oontinne  in  its  present  form 
no  lonfter  than  the  people,  who  established  it, 


shall  dtoose  to  oontmue  it.  If  tiiey  shall  be- 
come oonvineed  that  tbe^  have  made  an  Iqjn- 
dicioas  w  Inexpedient  partition  and  distribn- 
tiOQ  of  power,  between  the  State  GoTemments 
uid  the  Qeneral  Government,  thej  can  alter 
that  distribntion  at  wiU. 

If  aaj  thing  be  fbmid  in  the  national  oonsti- 
tntion,  ^ther  by  original  prorision,  or  snbse- 
qoent  interpretation,  which  ought  not  to  be  in 
it,  the  people  know  how  to  get  rid  of  it  If 
anj  oonstniction  be  eetsbliehed,  nnscceptable 
to  them,  so  as  to  become,  practicallj,  s  part  of 
the  tsonstitntinn,  tbej  wilt  amend  it  at  their 
own  sovereign  pleaanre.  Bnt  while  the  people 
diooae  to  m^tain  it  as  it  is ;  while  the;  are 
satisfied  with  it,  and  refitse  to  change  it  who 
has  given,  or  who  oan  give,  to  the  Btste  Legis- 
latares,  a  right  to  alter  it,  either  hj  intener- 
enoe^  oonstmotion,  or  otherwise)  OentlemHi 
do  iwit  seem  to  reccdieat  that  the  people  have 
anr  power  to  do  an;  thing  for  themMlTes; 
thef  imagine  there  is  no  s^t?  for  them  any 
longer  than  thef  are  nndar  the  elose  gnonUaa- 
■hip  of  the  State  Legislatnree.  Sir,  the  people 
hOTe  not  trasted  their  latety,  in  r^ard  to  the 
Mneral  oonatitaUon,  to  those  hands.  Thej 
nave  required  other  secnritj,  and  taken  other 
bonds.  Tb^  have  chosen  to  tmst  themselves, 
first,  to  tba  plun  words  of  the  instmment,  and 
to  MiGh  constraction  as  the  Government  itself, 
in  doabtfiil  cases,  should  put  on  its  own  pow- 
ers, onder  their  oaths  of  office,  and  eubjeot  to 
their  reaponsibilit7  to  them  ;  Jnst  as  the  people 
ot  a  6tat«  trust  their  own  State  Governments 


[Snun. 

with  a  rimilnr  power.  Secondlj,  the?  have 
reposed  their  trust  in  the  effioscj  of  frequent 
elections,  and  in  their  own  power  to  remove 
their  own  servants  and  agents,  whenever  the? 
see  cause.  Thirdly,  they  have  repo^  their 
tmst  in  the  Judicial  power,  which,  in  order 
that  it  might  be  tmstwortby,  they  have  made 
as  respectable,  as  disinterested,  and  bb  inde- 
pendent as  was  practicable.  Fourthly,  they 
have  seen  fit  to  rely,  in  case  of  necessity,  or 
high  expediency,  on  their  known  and  admitted 
j>ower  to  alter  or  amend  the  constitution, 
peaceably  and  quietly,  whenever  experience 
shall  point  out  defects  or  imperfections.  And 
finally,  the  people  of  the  United  States  have, 
at  no  time,  in  no  way,  directly  or  indirectly, 
oDthoriied  any  State  Le^lotnre  to  construe  or 
interpret  their  high  Instrument  of  Govern- 
ment; much  less  to  Interfere,  by  their  own 
powerj  to  arrest  its  course  and  operation. 

I^  sir,  the  people,  in  these  respects,  hod  done 
otherwise  than  they  have  done,  their  constita- 
tion could  neither  have  been  preserved,  nor 
would  it  have  been  worth  preserving.  And,  if 
its  pl^  provisions  shall  now  be  disregarded, 
and  these  new  doctrines  interpolated  in  it,  it 
will  become  as  feeble  and  helpless  a  being  as 
its  enemies,  whether  early  or  more  recent, 
coidd  possibly  desire.  It  will  exist,  in  every 
State,  but  OS  a  poor  dependent  on  Stete  per- 
misRon.  It  must  borrow  leave  to  be ;  and  will 
be  no  longer  than  State  pleasure,  or  Stete  dis- 
cretion, sees  fit  to  ^rant  tne  indulgence,  and  to 
prolong  its  poor  existence. 

But,  sir,  althongh  there  are  fears,  there  are 


hopes,  slso.  The  people  have  preserved  this, 
their  own  chosen  constitution,  for  forty  year& 
and  have  seen  their  happiness,  prosperity,  and 


renown,  grow  with  its  growth,  and  strengthen 
with  its  strength.  They  are  now,  generally, 
strongly  attached  to  it.  Overthrown  by  direct 
assault,  it  cannot  be ;  evaded,  undermined,  nul- 
lified, it  will  not  be,  if  we,  and  those  who  shall 
succeed  us  here,  as  agents  and  representetives 
of  the  people,  shall  consoieutionsly  and  vigi- 
lantly discharge  the  two  great  branches  of  onr 
public  trust,  faithfully  to  preserve,  and  wisely 
to  administer  it. 

I  have  thus  steted  the  reasons  ot  my  dissent 
to  the  doctrines  which  have  been  advanced  and 
maintained.  I  am  conscioas,  dr,  of  having 
detained  yon  and  the  Senate  much  too  long.  I 
was  drawn  into  the  debate  with  no  previous 
deliberation,  snch  as  is  suited  to  the  diBonssiou 
of  BO  grave  and  important  a  subject.  But  it  is 
a  subject  of  which  my  heart  is  fnll,  and  I  have 
not  been  willing  to  suppress  the  utterance  of 
its  spontaneous  sentiments.  I  cannot,  even 
now,  persnade  myself  to  relinquish  it,  without 
expresnug,  once  more,  my  deep  conviction, 
that,  since  it  respects  noUiing  less  than  the 
union  of  the  Stetes,  it  is  of  most  vital  and  es- 
sential importance  to  the  publio  happiness.  I 
Erofess,  sir,  in  my  career,  hitherto,  to  have 
apt  steadily  in  view  the  prosperity  and  honor 
of  the  whole  country,  and  the  preservatioQ  of 
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our  Federal  TJiiioii.  It  U  to  that  Uoioii 
owe  oar  safety  st  home,  and  our  oonsideratiou 
and  digDitjr  abrotid.  It  is  to  that  Union  that 
we  are  chiefly  indebted  for  whatever  makes  d~ 
most  proud  of  onr  ooiuitrj.  That  Union  wi 
reached  only  by  the  disdpline  of  our  virtaes  ii 
the  severe  school  of  advemty.  It  had  its  ori 
gin  in  the  necesuties  of  disordered  finance, 
prostrate  conuneroe,  and  mined  credit  Under 
Its  benign  inflnence,  these  great  interests 
diateJy  awoke,  aa  ftom  the  dead,  and  sprang 
forth  with  newness  of  life.  Every  year  of  its 
dnration  has  teemed  with  freah  proofs  of  its 
ntiJity  and  its  blessings;  and,  although  onr  ter- 
ritory has  stretched  oat  wider  and  wider,  and 
oar  popolation  spread  farther  and  farther,  they 
have  not  ontmn  its  pTotection  or  its  benefits. 
It  has  been  to  db  all  a  copioas  foontain  of  na- 
tional, social,  and  personal  happiness,  I  have 
not  allowed  myself^  sir,  to  look  beyond  the 
Union,  to  see  what  might  He  bidden  in  the  darL 
recess  behind.  I  have  not  ooolly  weighed  the 
chances  of  preserving  liberty,  when  the  honda 
that  nnito  ns  together  shall  be  broken  asunder. 
I  have  not  aooQstomed  tdyeelf  to  hang  over  the 
precipice  of  disonion,  to  see  whether,  with  my 
short  aight,  I  can  fothom  the  depth  of  the  abyss 
below ;  nor  conld  I  regard  him  as  a  safe  ooon- 
sellor,  in  the  afTairs  of  thie  Govemmeo^  whose 
thoughts  should  be  munly  bent  on  considering, 
not  how  the  Union  ahoold  be  best  preaerved, 
but  how  tolerable  might  be  the  oondition  of 
the  people,  when  it  shall  be  broken  np  and  de- 
stroyed. While  the  Union  lasts,  we  have  high, 
exciting,  gratifying  prospects  spread  ont  before 
OS,  for  ns  and  onr  children.  Beyond  that,  I 
seek  not  to  penetrate  the  veil.  God  grant 
that,  in  my  day,  at  least,  that  cnrtun  may  not 
rise.  God  grant  that,  on  my  vision,  never  may 
be  opened  what  lies  behind.  When  my  eyea 
ahall  be  tamed  to  behold,  for  the  last  time,  the 
SOD  in  heaven,  may  I  not  see  him  shining  on 
the  broken  and  dishonored  fragmenta  of  a  once 
gloriooB  Union ;  on  States  di^vered,  disoord- 
vit,  belligerent;  on  a  land  rent  with  oivU 
fends,  or  drendied,  it  may  be,  in  &at«iial 
blood  I  Let  their  last  feeble  and  lingering 
glance,  rather,  behold  the  gorgeons  ensign  of 
tiie  repnblio,  now  known  and  honored  through- 
oat  the  earth,  stiO  full  high  advanced,  its  arms 
and  trophies  streaming  in  their  original  lustre, 
not  a  stripe  erased  or  polluted,  nor  a  single  star 
obscnred,  bearing  for  its  motto  no  suoh  miser- 
able interrt^tory  aa,  What  is  all  this  worth ! 
Nor  those  other  wwda  of  dela»on  and  folly. 
Liberty  first,  and  Union  afterwards :  but  every- 
where, spread  all  over  in  characters  of  living 
Ught,  blazing  on  all  its  ample  folds,  as  they 
float  over  the  sea  and  over  the  land,  and  in 
every  wind  under  the  whole  heavena,  that 
other  aentiment,  dear  to  every  true  American 
heart — Liberty  and  Union,  now  and  forever, 
one  and  inseparable  I 

Hr.  EATm  said :  The  gentleman  (Ur.  Wxb- 
stxb)  complains  of  his  argnmenta  having  been 
misunderstood  in  relation  to  consolidation.    He 


thinks  my  misappreheneioD  almost  mirKolou 
in  treaUng  hia  aa  an  argnmeut  in  lavor  of  tht 
"  conBoUdatJon  of  .the  GovenHoeot."  Nov, 
sir,  what  was  the  point  in  dispute  between  nst 
I  had  deprecated  the  consolidation  of  the  Got- 
enunent.  I  said  not  one  word  agunit  lbs 
"  consolidation  of  the  Union."  I  wentfoftber, 
and  pointed  out,  and  deprecated  some  of  tbe 
means,  by  which  this  consolidation  was  to  ba 
broQcht  about  The  gentleman  ^ets  op  lad 
attacks  my  argument  at  every  pout,  li&nlH 
onr  fears  about  "  oonsolidation,"  and  finilly 
reads  a  passage  from  a  letter  of  General  Wub- 
ington's,  stating  that  one  of  the  ol|^«cts  of  tb» 


the  consolidation  of  tht 
Union."  Surely,  taz,  under  these  dream- 
stances,  I  was  not  mistaken  in  saying,  that  tbe 
authority  quoted  did  not  apply  to  the  caie,  m 
the  ptnnt  in  dispute  was  the  "  oonsolidatiui  of 
the  Government,"  and  not  of  the  "Union." 
But,  wr,  the  geatleman  has  relieved  me  finm 
all  embarrassment  <m  this  point,  by  gtnng  My 
into  tbe  examination  of  the  Virginia  doctriDU 
of  '98 ;  and  while  he  denonnoes  than,  pmt 
ns  his  own  views  of  the  power  of  the  Fedem 
Government;  views  which,  in  my  hnmUe 
judgment,  t&ap  nothing  short  of  the  oonai^ds- 
tion  of  all  power  in  tbe  bands  of  tbe  Fedenl 
Government  Sir,  when  I  laat  touched  on  thii 
topio,  I  did  little  more  than  qnote  tbe  bigh 
authorities  on  which  our  doctrines  reat;  bnl, 
after  the  elaborate  argnmeut  which  we  btre 
just  heard  from  the  gentleman  from  KioMlia- 
setts,  it  cannot  be  anppoaed  that  I  caa  raSv 
them  to  go  to  the  world  nnanswered.  I  antnat 
the  Senate,  therefore,  to  b«ar  with  me,  while  I 
go  over,  as  briefly  as  possible,  the  moat  promi- 
nent argomenta  of  the  gentleman. 

The  proposition  whiiSt  I  laid  dowtLaadfrois 
which  the  gentleman  dissenta,  is  ta^en  frDia 
the  Vir^nia  resolutions  of  '98,  and  is  in  tbwe 
words :  "  that  in  case  of  a  deUberate,  pt^tlik 
and  dangerooB  exercise  by  the  Federal  Go'- 
emmenl  of  powers  not  granted  by  the  eom- 
[taot,  (the  constitoticm,]  the  States  who  m  pt^ 
ties  uiereto  have  a  rigbt  to  inteiposcv  ^ 
iting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  and  foimun- 
ng,  withm  their  respective  limits  tie 
authorities,  rights,  and  liberties,  appertaining  U 
them."  '  The  gentleman  insists  that  tbe  Ststu 
have  no  right  to  decdde  whether  tbe  eocatitii- 
tion  has  been  violated  by  acts  of  CongiM  <* 
not,  but  that  the  Federal  Govemmeat  ia  tbt 
exolndve  Jndge  of  the  extent  at  it*  own  pow- 
ers; and  that,  in  case  of  a  violation  of  tbe  o^ 
sUtution,  however  "deliberate,  palpable,  •» 
dangerous,"  a  State  has  no  constitutionM  i» 
dross,  except  where  the  matter  can  be  hmnfM 
before  the  Supreme  Court,  whose  deoisiwiiiBW 
be  final  and  conclusive  on  the  subject.  Bansg 
thus  distinctly  stated  the  points  in  d^w 
between  the  gentleman  and  myselt  I  prooew 
to  examine  them.  And  here  it  will  be  neeo- 
sary  to  go  back  to  the  origin  of  the  Fedenl 
Government  It  cannot  be  doubted,  aodu 
not  denied,  that,  bdlore  the  formatioa  d  tbe 
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eonstitutioii,  etoh  Stftte  wu  an  independent 
BOTenignty,  poseesdng  til  the  rights  and  pow- 
ers appertuning  to  independent  nations;  noi 
can  it  be  denied  that,  after  the  conrtitutioD  was 
formed,  tbey  remaned  eqnaUy  sovereign  and 
independent,  as  to  bU  powers  not  expressly 
del«at«d  to  the  Federal  QoTernment,  This 
woold  have  heen  the  case^  even  if  no  positi' 
'  proriaion  to  that  effect  1^  been  insetted 
that  instniment.  Bnt  to  remoTB  all  donbt,  it  is 
eiprcBslj  declared,  hj  &»  tenth  article  of  the 
amendiibBnto  of  the  ooDstitation,  that  "  the 
powen  not  delegated  to  the  United  Btatea,  bj 
the  eonetitatioB,  nor  prohibited  bj  it  to  the 
States,  an  reserved  to  the  States,  respectively, 
or  to  the  people."  The  tme  natnre  of  the 
Federal  ctmatitotion,  therefore,  is,  (in  the  lan- 
guage of  Hr.  Uadison,)  "  a  compact  to  which 
Uie  States  are  parties" — a  compact  by  which 
each  Btatci,  aotmg  in  its  eoverm^  o^adty,  has 
entered  into  an  agreement  with  the  other 
StatM,  by  whioh  thej  have  eonaented  tliat 
certain  derignated  powers  shall  be  ezeroised  hf 
the  United  States,  ia  the  manner  presoribed  m 
the  instrument.  Nothing  can  be  clearer,  than 
that,  nnder  snsh  a  systenL  the  Federal  Govern- 
ment, exercising  strictly  uelegated  powers,  can 
have  DO  right  to  act  beyond  the  pale  of  its 
■athority,  and  that  all  snch  acts  are  void.  A 
Btate,  on  the  contrary,  ret^ning  all  powers  not 
eipniBsly  given  away,  may  lawfully  act  in  all 
cases  where  she  has  not  voluntarily  imposed 
restrictions  on  herself.  Here,  then,  is  a  case 
of  a  compact  between  sovereigns ;  and  the  qnes- 
tiuD  arises;  What  is  the  remedy  for  a  dear 
riolat^on  of  its  express  terms  by  one  of  the 
parties  t  And  here  the  plain  obvions  dictate  of 
common  sense  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
nnder'standing  of  mankind,  and  the  practice  of 
nations  in  all  anajogons  cases;  "tnat,  where 
resort  can  be  had  to  no  common  saperior,  the 
parties  to  the  compact  most,  themselves,  be  the 
rightful  judges  whether  the  bargain  has  been 
pnrsa.ed  or  violated."  (Uadison's  Report,  p.  SO.) 
When  it  is  insisted  by  the  gentleman  that  one 
of  th«  parties  (the  Federal  Government)  "  has 
the  power  of  dedding  ultimately  and  conoln- 
rively  npon  the  extent  of  its  own  authority,"  I 
ask  for  the  grant  of  snch  a  poww.  I  call  upon 
the  gentleman  to  show  it  to  me  in  the  constitu- 
laoa.  It  is  not  to  be  fonnd  there.  If  it  is  to 
be  inferred  from  the  nature  of  the  compact,  I 
aver  that  not  a  single  argmnent  can  be  nrged  in 
snpport  of  BQch  an  inference,  in  ihvor  of  the 
Fedenl  Government,  which  would  not  apply, 
with  at  least  eqnsl  force,  in  favor  of  a  State. 
All  sovereigns  are  of  necessity  equal ;  and  any 
one  State,  however  small  in  population  or  terri' 
torr,  has  the  same  rights  ss  the  rest.  Just  as  the 
moat  insignificant  nation  in  Europe  is  as  much 
sovereign  as  France,  or  Russia,  or  England. 

The  very  idea  of  a  division  of  ■  power  by 
compact,  is  destroyed  by  a  right  claimed  and 
exercised  by  either  to  be  the  eidnsive  inter- 
preter of  the  instrument  Power  is  not  divid- 
ed, where  one  of  the  parties  can  arbitrarily 
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determine  its  limits.  A  compact  between  two, 
with  a  right  reserved  to  one  to  expound  the 
instminent  according  to  his  own  pleasnre,  is  no 
compact  at  all,  bnt  on  absointe  surrender  of  the 
whole  subject  matter  to  the  arbitrary  discretion 
of  the  party  who  Is  constituted  the  judge. 
This  IS  so  obvious,  that,  in  the  conduct  of  human 
affura  between  man  and  man,  a  oommon  supe- 
rior is  always  looked  to  as  the  expounder  of 
contracts.  Bnt  if  there  be  no  common  supe- 
rior, it  results,  from  the  very  nature  of  things^ 
that  the  parties  must  be  their  own  judgea. 
This  is  admitted  to  be  Ihe  case  where  treatlea 
are  foimed  between  independent  nations ;  and. 
if  the  same  rule  does  not  apply  to  the  federu 
oompact,  it  must  be  beeanse  the  Federal  ia 
superior  to  the  Btate  Government,  or  because 
the  States  have  surrendered  their  sovereignty. 
Neither  branch  of  this  proposition  can  be  main- 
tained for  a  moment  I  nave  already  shown 
that  all  sovereigns  mus^  as  soch,  be  equaL  It 
only  remains  therefore  to  inquire  whettier  the 
States  have  surrendered  thur  aomreignty,  and 
oonsanted  to  rednoe  themselves  to  mere  cor* 
porations.  The  whole  form  and  structure  of 
the  Federal  Government,  the  opinions  of  the 
framere  of  the  constitution,  and  the  oiganizs- 
tion  of  the  State  Governments,  demonstrate 
that^  though  the  States  have  surrendered  certain 
specific  powers,  they  have  not  aurrendered  their 
sovereignly.  They  have  each  an  independent 
Legislature,  Executive,  and  Jndiciary,  and  exer- 
cise Jurisdiction  over  the  lives  and  property  of 
their  citizens.  They  have,  it  ia  true,  voluntarily 
restruned  themselves  from  doing  certain  acta, 
but,  in  all  other  respects,  they  are  as  omnipo- 
tent as  any  independent  nation  whatever. 
Here,  however,  we  are  met  by  the  at^:nment, 
that  the  oonstitntion  was  not  formed  by  the 
States  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  but  by  the 
people ;  and  it  is  therefore  inferred  that,  the 
Federal  Government  being  created  by  all  the 
people,  must  be  supreme ;  and  though  it  is  not 
contended  that  the  constitution  may  be  right- 
fully violated,  yet  it  is  insisted  that  from  the 
decinon  of  the  Federal  Government  there  can 
be  no  appeal.  It  is  obvious  that  this  argument 
rests  on  the  idea  of  State  inferiority.  Con- 
sidering the  Federal  Government  as  one  whole, 
and  the  States  merely  as  component  parts,  it 
fbllowB,  of  conrw,  that  the  former  is  as  much 
superior  to  the  latter  as  the  whole  is  to  the 
parts  of  which  it  is  composed.  Instead  of  de- 
riving power  by  delegation  tiota  the  States  to 
the  Uiiion,  this  scheme  seems  to  imply  that  the 
individual  States  derive  their  power  from  the 
United  States,  just  as  petty  ooiporations  may 
exercise  so  much  power,  and  no  more,  as  their 
superior  may  permit  them  to  einoy.  This  no- 
tion b  entirely  at  variance  with  all  onr  con- 
ceptions of  Btate  rights,  as  those  rights  were 
understood  by  ttr.  I^ison  and  others,  at  the 
time  the  constitution  was  framed.  I  deny  that 
the  coDstitntion  was  framed  by  the  people  in 
the  sense  in  which  that  word  is  ubm  on  the 
other  side,  and  in«st  that  it  was  framed  by  the 


dbyGoogle 


SEun.] 

StaUs  acting  in  tii«irBOTereignc^>adty.  When, 
in  the  preamble  of  the  oonBtitntion.  we  find  tike 
words,  "we  the  people  of  the  Cnttod  States,' 
it  ia  clear  thej  can  onlj  relate  to  the  people  as 
dtizens  of  the  aeveral  Statea,  becanu  theFederal 
GoTemment  was  not  then  in  ezisteDce. 

We  aooordingl^  find,  in  every  part  of  that 
iaatmm«m^  that  the  people  are  alwaje  spoken 
of  in  that  senae.  Thoa,  in  the  aeoand  section 
of  the  first  artiole  it  w  declared,  that  "  the 
House  of  Representatives  shall  be  composed  of 
members  chosen  every  seoood  year,  by  the 
people  of  the  several  States,"  To  show  that, 
in  entering  into  thin  oompaot,  the  BtAtes  actod 
in  their  soverugn  o^taoity,  and  not  merely  aa 
parts  of  one  great  oonunnnity,  what  can  be 
more  oonolusive  than  the  ht«torioal  fact  that, 
when  every  Btate  had  consented  to  it  except 
one,  she  was  not  held  to  be  bound  t  A  ma- 
jority of  the  people  in  any  State  bound  that 
Btatc^  bnt  nine-t^tha  of  all  the  people  of  the 
United  States  ooold  not  bind  the  people  of 
Rhode  laland,  nntii  Jthode  Island,  aa  a  State, 
had  oonaentAd  to  the  compact.  It  cannot  be 
denied  that,  at  the  time  the  constitntion  waa 
framed,  tlie  people  of  the  United  States  were 
meinbwa  of  regnlarly  organiied  Govemmenta, 
oitiiena  of  indepeuOMit  States;  and  nnlesa 
fbeae  State  Govemmenta  had  been  diasolTed,  it 
was  impossible  that  the  people  could  have 
entered  into  any  compact  bnt  as  citiseng  of 
these  States.  Sn^pooe  an  assent  to  the  oonali- 
tntion  had  been  ^ven  by  all  the  people  within 
a  certain  district  of  any  State,  bnt  that  the 
State,  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  had  refused  its 
assent :  wonld  the  people  of  that  district  have 
beoome  citizens  of  the  United  States!  Sorely 
not.  It  is  dear,  then,  that  in  adopting  the 
oonatitatJoa,  the  people  did  not  act,  and  oonld 
not  have  acted^  in  any  other  character  than  as 
dlizens  of  their  respective  States.  And  i^  oa 
the  adoption  of  the  constitntioii,  they  became 
oitiiens  of  the  United  States,  it  waa  only  by 
virtue  of  that  danse  in  the  constitution  wliidi 
declares  that  "  the  dtizens  of  each  State  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immnnities  of 
dtizens  in  the  several  States."  In  choosiiig 
members  to  tiie  convention,  the  Statea  acted 
throngh  their  L^ialatnree,  by  whose  authority 
the  constitotion,  when  framed,  was  sabmitted 
for  ratification  to  oonventiona  of  the  people, 
the  nsnal  and  most  appropriate  orcan  of  the 
sovereign  will.  I  am  not  ^posed  to  dwell 
longer  on  this  point,  which  doea  appear  to  my 
mind  to  be  too  clear  to  admit  of  controversy. 
Bat  I  will  quote  from  llr.  Madison's  report, 
which  goes  the  whole  length  in  sapport  of  the 
doctrine*  fbr  which  I  have  contended : 

"The  other  poricion  InToIred  In  this  bnuich  of 
the  reeolulion,  namely :  '  that  the  Statea  are  parties 
to  the  coiutitution,  or  compact,'  is,  in  th«  judgment 
of  the  committee,  equally  free  from  objection.  It 
is  indeed  true,  Ihtt  the  term  '  States '  is  sometimes 
used  in  a  vagno  sense,  and  sometimes  in  diOerent 
wear**,  accoi^g  to  thti  subject  to  which  it  Is  ap- 
plied.   Thos,  It  sometiiDes  moans  the  separate  seo- 
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tioos  of  territory  occapled  by  the  political  ledctiM 
withia  each ;  sometimes  the  partioaUT  goreranMsli 
established  by  those  societies ;  sometimes  tfaost  w- 
cieties  aa  organized  into  those  parttcolar  goren- 
menta ;  and,  Uatif,  it  means  the  peo|de  eonpCBsg 
those  political  societies,  In  their  bighest  sOTerun 
capacity.  Although  it  might  l>e  wished  thit  m 
perfecUoQ  of  Ungnage  admitted  of  l«i  diTerritf  in 
the  slgnificsaon  of  the  same  words,  ;et  EtUe  iuos- 
Tcnience  is  prodaced  bj  It  where  the  tnie  mum  cai 
be  collected  with  certainty  from  the  different  ip- 
plicatioos.  In  the  present  Instuiee,  whiltTcr  &■ 
ferent  constructions  of  the  term  '  Bt^es,'  In  tb«  ns- 
olution,  may  have  been  entertained,  all  will  st  kut 
concur  in  that  last  mentiooed ;  because,  ia  tbt 
Senas  the  constitution  was  sabmitted  le  lU 
■fitatu;'  In  that  sense  the  '  States '  ratified  it;  ud 
in  that  sense  of  the  term  *  States,'  thej  sr«  com*- 
qnentty  parties  to  the  compact,  from  which  lh« 
powers  of  the  Federal  Qovemment  remit," 

Having  now  cetabliahed  the  pontion  that  the 
oonstitQtLon  was  e  compact  between  sovereiga 
and  independent  States,  having  no  eomnwo 
superior,  "  it  followa,  of  neoeadlj,"  (to  hanw 
the  language  of  Ur.  Madison,)  "  uat  thers  cm 
be  no  tribnnal  above  their  auUioiity  to  decide, 
in  the  last  reeort,  whether  the  oompaot  made 
by  them  be  violated,  and  oonaeqnently,  thi^  u 
the  partiee  to  it,  they  mnst  themsdves  dccid& 
in  the  last  resort^  snch  qneaticHis  as  msy  be  of 
snffldent  magnitnde  to  reqnire  thdr  inlerpod- 

Bnt  the  gentleman  insists  that  the  tribnnil 
provided  by  the  oonsldtntion  for  the  dectnon  of 
controverues  between  the  States  and  the  Fede- 
ral Government,  b  the  Bapreme  Oourt.  And 
here  again  I  call  for  the  anthority  <ai  which 
the  gentleman  rests  the  assertion,  that  the 
Snpreme  Oourt  has  any  Jnrisdiction  whsteret 
over  questions  of  sovereignty  between  liis 
States  and  the  United  Btates.  When  we  look 
into  the  constitution  we  do  not  find  it  there.  1 
put  entirely  ont  of  view  any  act  of  OwgrM 
on  the  Bui»ect  We  are  not  looking  uito  the 
laws,  but  tne  constitution. 

It  is  dear  that  queetiona  of  sovereigntr  m 
not  the  proper  subjects  of  Jndtcial  inve*ip*wB> 
They  are  much  too  large,  and  of  too  ddtMte 
a  nature,  to  be  bron^t  within  the  jnriidirtkio 
-'  -  court  of  justice.  Courts,  whether  ••- 
i  or  Buboroinate,  are  the  mere  ciealarM 
of  the  sovereign  power  designed  to  enwMd 
and  carry  into  effect  its  eovereige  will  "o 
independent  State  ever  yet  sabmitted  to  a 
Judge  on  the  bench,  the  true  construcfioc  of 
the  compact  between  himself  and  another 
sovereign.  All  courts  may  incidentally  Uae 
cc^izanoe  of  treaties,  where  rights  are  clauned 
under  them ;  bnt  who  ever  heard  of  a  conrt 
making  an  inquiry  into  the  authority  of  tj* 
agents  of  the  Mgh  contracting  parties  to  ni«« 
the  treaty—whether  its  terms  had  been  ful- 
filled, or  whether  it  had  become  void,  on  »■ 
count  of  a  breach  of  its  conditions  on  either 
aide  ?  All  these  are  political,  and  not  jnmeul 
questions.  Some  reliance  has  been  pl»«d  <ffl 
Uiose  providons  of  the  ocautitnticHi  wnieh  oM- 
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Mitnte  "  one  Sapreme  Caort ; "  which  provide 
that  "  the  jadieial  poww  shall  extena  to  all 
cues  in  law  and  0011117  arising  onder  this  oonatl- 
tntioa,  the  laws  cff  the  United  States,  and  trea- 
ties ; "  and  which  declare  that  "  this  constitQ- 
tion,  and  the  laws  of  the  United  Btates  which 
shall  be  made  in  pnrsnanoe  thereof^  and  bU 
treatiea,  &c^  shall  be  the  supreme  l&w  of  the 
land,"  &0.  Now,  as  to  the  name  of  the  Ba- 
prame  Goort,  it  is  clear  that  the  tenn  has  reW 
tion  onlj  to  its  sopramacj  over  the  inferior 
courts  provided  fbr  by  the  oonititaUon,  and  has 
no  reference  whatever  to  anj  sapremao^  over 
the  •overeigD  States.  The  words  are,  "The 
judicial  power  of  the  United  States  ahall  be 
verted  in  one  Supreme  Oonrt,  and  snoh  inferior 
eonrta  aa  the  Oongrees  maj,  from  time  to  time, 
ordain  and  eetablu^"  &o.  though  JnnHdiotion 
is  ^ven  "  in  oases  arising  nnder  the  constitn- 
ticm,"  yet  it  is  expresd^  limited  to  "  cases  in 
law  and  eqnitj,"  showing  conolosivelj  that 
Hua  jurisdiction  was  incidental  merely  to  the 
ardinoTT  adminisbration  of  Jostice,  and  not 
intended  to  touch  high  qnestions  of  oonfiicting 
•overeigntf .  When  it  is  declsred  that  the  con- 
tdtudoQ,  and  the  lawa  of  the  Unit«d  States 
made  in  pnrsoance  tliereo^  dull  be  die  supreme 
law  of  the  land,  it  is  roaoiftet  that  no  ibdication 
is  ^ven  either  as  to  the  power  of  the  Supreme 
Ccrart  to  bind  the  States  07  its  deciaon,  nor  as 
to  the  ooorse  to  be  pnrgoed  in  tbe  event  of 
laws  being  passed  not  in  porBoanoe  of  the  oon- 
■titution.  Xud  I  beg  leave  to  call  gentlemen's 
attention  to  the  stri^in^  fact,  that  the  powers 
of  the  Supreme  Coort,  m  relation  to  questions 
ariang  nnder  the  laws  and  the  constitntion,  sre 
co-eitennve  with  those  arising  under  treaties. 
In  all  of  these  oases  the  power  is  limited  to 
qoestioiu  arising  "  in  law  and  ei^nitif ,"  that  is 
to  say,  to  oases  where  Jnrisdiction  is  incidentally 
acqmred  in  the  ordinary  odnunistratiou  of  j  uatdoe. 
Bnt,  as  with  regard  to  treaties,  tlie  Snpreme  Oonrt 
his  never  aasomed  Jorisdiction  over  qaeatioua 
ariang  between  the  so  vereigns  who  are  parties  to 
it,  so  under  the  constitution  thoy  ooimot  assume 
jurisdiction  over  qnestions  arinng  between  the 
mdividual  States  and  the  United  SUtea. 

If  they  should  do  so,  they  would  be  acting 
entirely  oat  of  their  sphere.  Umpires  are 
indeed  sometimes  appointed  by  special  agree- 
ment, bat,  in  tiie  case  before  us,  there  can  be 
no  pretence  that  the  Supreme  Ck>art  have  been 
specially  constituted  umpires.  But,  if  the  Judi- 
ciary are,  from  their  character  and  the  peculiar 
scope  of  their  duties,  unfit  for  the  high  office 
of  deciding  qoMtions  of  sovereignty,  much 
more  strongly  is  the  Bnpreme  Court  disqualified 
ftom  awmmiug  the  umpirage  between  the  Stetee 
and  the  United  States:  oecanse  it  is  created 
by,  and  is  indeed  merely  one  of  the  depart- 
meats  of,  the  Federal  Govemment  The  United 
States  have  a  Supreme  Court ;  each  State  has 
also  ita  Supreme  Court.  Both  of  them, 
or^oory  administration  of  justioe,  must  of 
neceority  decide  on  the  constitutionality  of 
laws;  but  when  it  becomea 


erugn^  between  these  two  independent  Qor- 
eramenls,  the  subject  matter  is  equally  removed 
from  the  jnrisdiction  of  both.  U  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States  can  take  oognuanoe 
of  such  a  question,  so  can  the  Supreme  Conrta 
of  the  Statea.  But,  sir,  con  it  be  supposed  for 
a  moment,  that,  when  the  States  proceeded  to 
enter  into  the  compact,  called  the  Constitntion 
of  the  United  Statea,  they  oouid  have  designed, 
nay,  that  they  could,  under  any  circumstanoe^ 
have  consented  to  leave  to  a  court  to  be  creaC«a 
by  the  Federal  Government,  the  power  to 
decide,  finally,  on  the  extent  of  the  powers 
of  the  latter,  and  the  limitations  on  the 
powers  of  the  former)  If  it  had  been  de- 
rigned  to  do  so,  it  would  have  been  bo  de- 
clared, and  assuredly  some  provision  would 
have  been  made  to  secure,  as  nmpirea,  a 
tribunal  somewhat  differenUy  constituted  from 
that  whose  appropriate  duty  is  the  ordinary 
administration  of  Justice.  But  to  prove,  as 
Ithini  conclusively,  that  the  Judiciary  were 
not  designed  to  act  as  umpires,  it  is  only 
neceesary  to  observe  that,  in  a  great  majority 
of  oases,  that  court  could  manifeetiy  not  take 
Jnrisdiction  of  the  matters  in  dispute.  When- 
ever it  may  be  designed  by  the  Federal  Govem- 
ment to  commit  a  violation  of  the  constitution, 
Lu  be  done,  and  always  will  be  done,  in 
snch  a  manner  as  to  deprive  the  court  of  all 
jnrisdiction  ever  the  subject.  Take  the  case 
of  the  tariff  and  internal  improvements ;  wheth- 
er constitutional  or  unconstitutional,  it  is  ad- 
mitted that  the  Supreme  Court  have  no  juris- 
diction. Suppose  Congress  should,  for  the  ac- 
knowledged purpose  of  making  an  equal  distri- 
bution of  the  property  of  the  country,  among 
Statea  or  Individuals,  proceed  to  1^  taxes  to 
the  amount  of  fifty  millions  of  dollars  a  year. 
Ooold  the  Supreme  Court  take  cognizance  of 
the  act  laying  the  tax,  or  making  the  distribn- 
tionst  Cerbunly  not.  Take  another  case, 
which  is  very  likely  to  ooonr.  Congress  have 
the  unlimited  power  of  taxation.  Suppose 
them  also  to  assume  sn  unlimited  power  of 
appropriation.  Appropriations  of  money  are 
Eoade  to  establish  presses,  promote  education, 
build  and  support  onurobes,  create  an  order  of 
nobility,  or  any  other  onooustitntional  object: 
it  is  manifest  that,  in  none  of  these  cases,  could 
the  constitutionality  of  the  laws  making  those 
grants  be  tested  before  the  Supreme  Court.  It 
would  be  lu  vain  that  a  State  should  come 
before  the  judges  with  an  act  appropriating 
money  to  any  of  these  objects,  and  ask  of  the 
oonrt  to  decide  whether  these  grants  were  con- 
stitntional.  They  could  not  even  be  heard; 
the  court  would  say,  they  had  nothing  to  do 
with  it;  and  they  would  say  righdy.  It  is 
idle,  therefore,  to  talk  of  the  Supreme  Court 
affording  any  security  to  the  Statea,  in  cases 
where  their  rights  may  be  violated  by  the 
exercise  of  nnconstitntlonal  powers,  on  the  part 
of  the  Federal  Government.  On  this  subject 
Ur.  Madison,  in  bis  report,  says :  "  But  it  is 
otijeoted,  that  the  judicial  auUiority  is  to  be 
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regarded  oa  the  sole  expodtor  of  the  constito- 
tionin  the  last  r«eort;  and  it  may  be  asked,  fbr 
what  reason  the  declaration  hj  the  General 
Assembly,  sappoeing  it  to  be  tJieoretioall; 
trae,  coold  be  required  at  the  present  day,  and 
in  BO  solemn  a  manner)  On  this  objection  it 
might  be  observed,  first,  that  there  may  be 
instances  of  asorped  power,  which  the  forms 
of  the  constitution  woold  never  draw  within 
the  control  of  the  Judicial  Department :  Seo- 
ondlj,  that,  if  the  decision  of  the  Judiciary 
be  raised  above  the  anthority  of  the  soveroign 
parties  to  the  oonstitntion,  the  decisions  of  t£e 
other  departments,  not  carried  by  the  forms  of 
the  constitntion  before  the  Judiciary,  mnst  be 

Snally  authoritative  and  final  with  the  decisions 
that  department.  Bat  the  proper  answer 
to  the  otnectlon  is,  that  the  resolution  of  the 
General  Assembly  relates  to  those  great  and 
extraordinary  cases  in  which  all  the  forms  of 
the  constitntion  may  prove  ineffeotnal  agMoat 
infractions  dangerooa  to  the  essmtial  rights  of 
the  parties  to  it.  The  resolntJon  Bnpposes  that 
dangerons  powere,  not  delegated,  may  not  only 
be  nsnrped  and  ezeonted  by  the  other  depart- 
ments, bat  that  the  Jndicial  Department  also 
may  exercise  or  sanction  dangerons  powers  be- 
yond the  grant  of  the  constitntion,  and  oonse- 
qnenUy,  ^t  Qie  altimate  right  of  the  parties 
to  the  oonstitntion  to  jndge  whether  the  com- 
pact has  been  dangerously  violated,  mnst  extend 
to  violations  by  one  delegated  anthority,  as  well 
as  by  another — by  the  Judiciary  as  well  as  by 
the  Executive  or  Legislative. 

"However  true,  therefore,  it  may  be^  that 
the  Jodicial  Department  is,  in  all  qnestiODs  SDl>- 
mitted  to  it  by  the  forms  of  the  constitntion,  to 
decide  in  the  last  resort,  this  resort  mnst  neces- 
aarily  be  deemed  the  last  in  relation  to  the 
authorities  of  the  other  departments  of  the 
Government ;  not  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
the  parties  to  the  constitntional  compact,  from 
which  the  judicial  as  well  as  the  other  depart- 
ments hold  their  delegated  trusts.  On  any  other 
hypothesis  the  delegation  of  Jndicial  power 
wonld  annul  the  aatHority  delegating  it;  and 
the  concurrence  of  this  department  wiUi  the 
others  in  osmped  powers,  might  subvert  for- 
ever, and  beyond  the  possible  reach  of  any 
riffhtfnl  remedy,  the  very  constitution  which 
all  were  instituted  to  preserve." 

If,  then,  the  Supreme  Oonrt  are  not,  and, 
from  their  organization,  cannot,  be  the  umpire 
in  questions  of  conflicting  sovereignty,  the  next 


clusively  on  the  extent  of  tiieir  own  powers. 
This  I  know  is  a  popular  notion,  and  it  is 
founded  on  the  idea  that,  as  all  the  States  are 
represented  here,  nothing  can  prevdl  which  is 
not  in  conformity  with  the  will  of  the  ma- 
jority; and  it  is  supposed  to  be  a  republican 
maxim  "that  the  m^ority  most  govern." 
Now,  sir,  I  admit  that  much  care  has  been 
taken  to  socnre  the  States  and  the  people  frvm 
rash  and  unadvised  legislation.    The  organixa- 
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tion  of  two  honBe&  ths  one  the  Bepresectstiva 
of  the  States,  and  the  other  of  the  people, 
manifest  an  anzie^  to  secure  equslity  and  jiu- 
tioe  In  the  operation  of  thfi  federal  system. 
But  all  this  has  done  no  more  than  to  secure  as 
agunst  any  laws  bat  snob  as  ahonld  be  assented 
to  by  a  m^ority  of  the  Kepresentstives  in  ths 
two  Houses  of  Congress. 

Now  will  any  one  contend  that  it  is  the  tme 
spirit  of  this  Government  that  the  will  of  a  ma- 
jority of  0<mgress  should,  in  all  cases,  be  the  n- 
preme  law !    If  no  security  was  intended  to  1m 

firovided  for  the  rights  of  the  States,  and  the 
iberty  of  the  citizen,  beyond  the  mere  orpmi- 
sation  of  the  Federal  Government,  we  tbtnii 
have  had  no  written  constitntion,  bnt  Congrea 
wonld  have  been  authorized  to  legislate  for  m, 
in  all  cases  whatever ;  and  the  acts  of  onrStsla 
Leglslatnree.  like  thoee  of  the  present  leeiila- 
live  conncals  in  the  Territories,  would  Mit 
been  subjected  to  the  revision  and  coDtiol  of 
Oongress.  If  the  will  of  a  nuyori^  of  Con- 
gress is  to  be  the  snpreme  law  of  the  land,  it 
is  dear  the  constitntion  is  a  dead  letter,  and  hu 
utterly  failed  of  tho  very  object  for  width  it 
was  defflgned— the  protection  of  the  rights  of 
tiie  minority.  But  when,  by  the  very  terau 
of  the  compact,  strict  limitations  are  imposed 
on  every  brandi  of  the  Federal  Oovenuneot, 
and  it  is,  moreover,  expressly  declared  thai  ill 
powers,  not  granted  to  them,  "  are  reserred  ta 
the  States  or  to  the  people,"  with  what  sbor 
of  reason  can  it  be  contended  that  the  Fednal 
Government  is  to  be  the  exclusive  judge  of  Ibe 
extent  of  its  own  powers!  A  written  constitn- 
tion was  resorted  to  in  this  coontry,  ss  s  pwl 
experiment,  for  the  purpose  of  sscertsiring 
bow  far  the  rights  of  a  minority  cooid  be  E^ 
cnred  against  the  encroachments  of  m^orities 
— often  acting  under  party  excitement  sod  not 
nnfrequently  under  the  influence  of  strong 
interests.  The  moment  that  constitntioD  vu 
formed,  the  will  of  a  m^ority  ceased  to  be  the 
law  except  in  eases  that  ahonld  be  scknoirl- 
edged  by  tho  parties  to  it  to  be  within  the  wn- 
stitntion,  and  to  have  been  thereby  snbmitted 
to  their  wilL  Bnt  when  Congress  (eieKLaag 
a  delegated  and  strictly  limited  authority)  pw 
beyond  these  limits,  their  acts  become  onll  vA 
void,  and  must  be  declared  to  be  so  by  tto 
courts  in  cases  within  their  jurisdiction;  snd 
may  bo  pronounced  to  be  so  by  the  8tat«B  llwDi- 
selves,  in  coses  not  within  the  jnrisdiction  tx 
the  courts,  or  of  sufficient  importance  to  jnstifr 
snob  an  interferenoe.  I  will  put  the  csm 
strongly.  Suppose,  in  the  laognage  of  Kr- 
Jefferson,  the  Federal  Government,  in  iis  tlit« 
ruling  branches,  should  (at  some  fntnre  div) 
be  found  "to  tje  in  combination  to  strip  thfU 
colleagues,  the  Siata  authorities,  of  the  powtn 
reserved  by  them,  and  to  exercise  themself" 
all  powers,  foreign  and  domeetjo,"  would  there 
be  no  constitutional  remedy  against  sneh  ' 
usnrpation}  If  ao,  then  Congress  is  SDpreiK 
and  your  constitution  is  not  worth  the  pwfh- 
ment  on  which  it  is  written.    Whst  the  gentle- 
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nuc  calla  the  right  of  revolation  would  exist, 
ud  (xmld  be  exerted  as  well,  withoat  a  oonrti- 
totion  as  with  it. 

It  b  in  vain  to  tell  na  that  all  Uie  Statei  are 
refwesented  Here.  BepreaeDtatfon  mw,  or  may 
not,  affoid  aeonritr  to  the  people,  llie  0017 
pnetical  aeonritf  agunst  oppreaaioii,  in  repn- 
Bentative  QoTemments,  is  to  be  fbnnd  in  thi^ 
that  thoae  who  impose  the  bnrthena  are  com- 
pelled to  share  Uiam.  Where  there  are  oonf '  ' 
mg  Intereata,  however,  and  a  in^(»it7 
Hiabled  to  impose  barthens  on  the  minorily, 
for  th^  own  advantage,  it  is  obvioiis  lliat 
r^veeentatioa,  on  the  part  of  that  minority, 
ean  hare  no  other  effbot,  than  to  "famish  an 
apology  for  the  injastica."  What  security 
would  a  lepfesoitatum  of  the  AnwrMim  oolo- 
Diea  in  tlw  British  Pariiament  have  afforded  to 
our  aooeatorsl  What  would  he  the  Taloe  of  a 
WeatlDdiarepreeantatiantherenowl  Ofwhat 
value  is  onr  r^reaentati<»i  here,  on  qnestions 
eonuctedwith  the  "  Ameriean  SyBteml''  where 
(to  ase  the  strons  langoage  of  a  diatiiiKnidied 
■tatesman)  the  ''impomtion  b  l^d,  not  by  the 
Repraaentatives  of  those  who  pay  the  tax,  bnt 
by  the  Bepreaentativea  of  those  who  are  to 
Roei've  the  bonnty  t "  Bir,  representation  will 
afford  ns  ample  security,  if  the  Federal  Oovem- 
menl  shall  be  striatly  confined  within  the  limits 
pnacribed  by  the  oonatitntion,  and  if,  limiting 
Its  action  to  matters  in  which  all  have  a  oom- 
mon  interest,  the  system  ihall  be  made  to  op- 
erate eqoslly  over  the  whole  ooontry.  Bnt  it 
will  afford  as  none  if  the  will  of  sn  interested 
m^ti^  shall  l>e  the  sapreme  law,  and  Oon- 
greoB  shall  nndertake  to  l^islate  fiir  ns  in  all 
easea  whatsoever.  Before  Ileave  this  branch 
of  the  snl^ect,  I  nmst  remark,  that,  while  gen- 
tiemen  soinit,  as  they  do,  that  the  oonrls  may 
nnllify  an  set  of  Oon^ees,  by  declaring  it  to  be 
onconstitiitioaal,  it  is  imposnble  for  them  to 
contend  that  Oongrets  are  the  final  judges  of 
the  extent  of  their  own  powers. 

I  think  I  have  now  ahown  that  the  right  of 
of  a  State  to  Jodge  of  infraoliona  of  the  consti- 
totion,  on  the  part  of  the  Federal  Govemmeol^ 
teaolta  from  the  very  nature  of  the  compact ; 
sod  that,  neither  by  the  expreea  proviwons 
of  that  instrameDt,  nor  by  any  Mr  implication, 
is  Booh  a  power  reserved  to  the  Federal  Qovem- 
men^  or.  any  of  its  depsrtments — «xeontiv& 
le^slative,  or  Judicial.  Bat  I  go  &rther,  and 
contend  that  the  power  in  question  may  be  fair- 
ly conndered  as  reserved  to  the  States,  by  that 
elanse  of  the  cocstitntioii  before  referred  t^ 
which  provides  that  all  powers  not  delisted 
to  the  United  States,  are  reserved  to  the  States, 
respectively,  or  to  the  people. 

No  doubt  can  exist,  that,  before  the  Btatee 
entered  into  the  compact,  they  possessed  the 
right,  to  the  follest  extend  of  determining  the 
limits  of  their  own  powers — it  is  incident  to  all 
sovereign^.  Now,  have  tbey  given  away  that 
right,  or  agreed  to  limit  of  restrict  it  in  any 
respect  t  Asmredly  noL  They  have  agreed 
that  certain  qwcifio  powers  sh^  be  exercised 
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by  tbeFedersl  Government;  bnt  the  moment 
that  government  steps  beyond  the  limits  of  ita 
durter,  the  right  of  the  States  "  to  inten>ose 
for  arresting  the  progress  of  the  evil,  «nd  for 
mrintainlpg,  within  their  respective  moita,  the 
antboritiee,  rights,  and  liberties^  sftp^tainiiig  to 
them,"  is  as  foil  and  complete  as  it  waa  bdore 
the  ooDstitntlon  was  formed.    It  was  plenary 


man!  A  State  is  brought  into  oolMon  with  the 
UnitedStatea  In  relation  to  the  exercise  of nncon- 
stitntaonal  powers:  who  is  to  decide  between 
themt  Sir,  it  Is  the  conunoa  case  of  difference  (tf 
opinion  between  soverdgns  as  to  the  tme  oon- 
strnotion  of  a  compact.  Does  snob  a  diflerence 
of  opinion  neocesarilyprodnce  war!  No.  And 
if  not  tmaag  rival  nations,  why  shoold  it  do  so 
among  friendly  States?  In  all  sooh  casio,  some 
mode  most  be  devised  by  motoal  agreement,  for 
settling  tlie  difflcolty ;  and  most  hap[Mly  for  ns 
that  mode  ia  clearly  indioated  in  the  constitn- 
tion  itaeli^  and  resnlta,  indeed,  from  the  very 
form  and  straotnre  of  the  OovenunenL  The 
creating  power  is  three-fborths  of  the  States. 
By  their  dedsion,  the  parties  to  the  compact 
have  agreed  to  be  bonnd,  even  to  the  extent 
ai  changing  Uie  entire  form  of  the  Ghtvemment 
itedf :  and  it  foUows,  of  necesaity,  that,  in  case 
of  a  deliberate  and  settled  difference  of  opinion 
between  the  partdes  to  the  compact,  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  powers  of  either,  resort  most  be 
had  to  their  common  superior — ^that  power 
which  may  give  any  character  to  ttie  constitn- 
tion  they  may  liiinK  proper)  viz :  three-foarths 
of  the  Statea.  This  is  ttie  view  of  the  matter 
taken  by  Hr.  Jeffoson  himself  who,  in  1821, 
expreaaed  himself  in  this  emphatic  maooer: 
"  It  is  a  btal  hereby  to  soppose  that  eith^  onr 
State  GoTemments  are  mperior  to  the  Federal 
or  the  Federal  to  the  State;  neither  la  anthor- 
ised  literally  to  decide  wtut  belongs  to  itself 
or  its  oo-partner  in  Government,  in  differenoe 
of  opinion  between  their  different  seta  of  pablio 
servants;  the  appeal  is  to  neither,  bat  to  tbeir 
employers,  peaceably  assembled  by  their  repre- 
sentativeB  in  convention." 

But  it  has  been  asked,  why  not  compel  a 
State,  otijeotii^  to  the  ooostitntionality  of  a 
law,  to  appeal  to  her  sister  States,  by  a  propo- 
sition to  amend  the  constitntioul  I  answer, 
because  such  a  coarse  would,  in  the  first  in- 
stance, admit  the  exerdae  of  an  nnoonstitntional 
antbority,  which  the  States  are  not  boond  to 
submit  to,  even  for  a  day,  and  beoaiise  it  would 
be  absurd  to  suppose  that  any  redress  could  ever 
be  obtained  by  such  an  appeal,  even  if  a  State 
were  at  liberty  to  make  it  If  a  m^ority  of 
both  Eonsee  of  Congress  should,  from  any  mo- 
tive, be  induced,  deliherately,  to  exercise  "  pow- 
ers not  granted,"  what  proqiect  would  there  be 
of  "arreeting  the  pnwraaa  of  the  evil,"  by  a 
vote  of  three-fonrths  ?  But  the  constitution 
does  not  permit  a  minority  to  submit  to  the 
people  a  proposition  for  an  amendment  to  the 
constitution.    Such  a  proportion  can  only  come 
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from  "  two-thirds  of  Uie  tvo  Hddbm  of  Ood- 
frren,  or  the  La^aiataMa  at  two-tMrda  at  the 
States."  It  will  be  Men,  therefore,  at  once, 
th&t  a  minoritj,  whose  coaititntionkl  rights  are 
violated,  can  have  no  redrees  hj  an  amend- 
ment of  the  ooDstitDtioD.  When  any  State  is 
brought  into  direct  ooUidon  with  the  Federal 
Gtoverament,  in  case  of  ao  attempt,  by  the  lat- 
ter, to  eienuee  nnconstitntional  powers,  the  ap- 
peal must  be  made  by  OoiiRress,  (the  party 
propodn^  to  exert  the  disputed  power,)  in  order 
to  have  it  ezpreasly  conferred,  and,  natil  so 
conferred,  the  exercise  of  snoli  aatbority  mnst 
be  Haspended.  Even  in  cases  of  donbt  snch  an 
appeal  is  due  to  the  peace  and  harmony  of  the 
Government.  On  thw  sabjeet  oar  present  Chief 
Magistrate,  in  his  opening  message  to  Oongren, 
eajB-.  "I  regard  an  appeal  to  the  sonroe  of 
power.  In  eases  of  real  donbt,  and  where  its 
exercise  is  deemed  indispensable  to  the  general 
wel&re,  as  among  the  moat  saored  of  all  onr 
obligations.  Upon  this  oooiitry,  more  tbm  any 
other,  has,  in  the  providenee  ot  Qod,  berai  cast 
the  especial  giwdiaoship  of  the  great  prindple 
of  adherence  to  written  constitationB.  If  it  aQ 
here,  all  hope  in  regard  to  it  will  be  eztdngnisbed. 
That  this  was  intended  to  be  a  GoTemment  of 
limited  and  speoifle,  and  not  general  powera, 
most  be  admitted  bj  all;  and  it  is  onr  dnty  to 
preserve  tor  it  the  ohoractor  intended  by  its 
framers.  The  scheme  has  worked  well.  It  has 
exceeded  the  hopea  of  those  who  devised  it, 
and  become  an  object  of  admiratioit  to  the 
world.  Nothing  is  clearer,  in  my  view,  &tii 
that  we  ore  chi^y  indebted  for  the  enocess  of 
the  constitntion  nnder  which  we  are  now  act- 
ing, to  the  watchfol  and  anxiliary  operation  of 
the  State  an^iorities.  This  is  not  the  reflection 
of  a  day,  bnt  belongs  to  the  most  deeply  rooted 
conviodoDB  of  my  mind.  I  cannot,  therefore, 
too  strongly  or  too  eoniestly,  for  m^  own  eenae 
of  its  importance^  warn  yon  agamet  all  en- 
croachments npon  the  legitunate  sphere  of  State 
sovereignty.  Bnstained  by  its  he^thfhl  and 
invigorating  inflnenoe^  the  Federal  system  can 
never  ftlL" 

Bnt  the  gentleman  apprehends  that  this  will 
"  moke  the  Union  a  rope  of  sand."  Sir,  I  have 
shown  that  it  is  a  power  indispenaably  neces- 
sary to  the  preservation  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  Btatea,  and  of  the  people.  I  now 
proceed  to  show  that  It  is  perfectly  nfe,  end  will 
practically  have  no  eflbct  t>nt  to  keep  the  Feder- 
al Oovemment  within  the  limits  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion,  and  prevent  those  imwarrantable  assnmp. 
tions  of  power,  which  cannot  ful  to  impair  the 
rights  of  the  States,  and  finally  destroy  the 
Union  itselC  This  is  a  Gtoverament  of  checks 
and  balances.  All  free  Qovemmenta  mnst  be 
so.  The  whole  organization  and  regnlation  of 
every  department  of  the  Federal  as  well  as  of 
the  State  Qovemments,  establish,  beyond  a 
donbt,  that  it  was  the  first  otyect  of  the  ^eat 
&lhet8  of  onr  Federal  systom  to  interpose  effect- 
nal  checks  to  prevent  that  over-action,  which 
is  the  besetting  un  of  all  QovemmeDta,  and 
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which  has  been  the  feat  enemy  to  freedom 
over  all  the  world.  There  is  an  obvioos  ud 
wide  distinction  between  the  power  of  oottDg, 
and  of  preventing  action— a  dlMtocUun  numiiig 
throQgh  the  whole  of  onr  system.  No  one  can 
qneetion  that,  in  all  really  donblAil  eitm,  it 
woold  be  extremely  dealrable  to  leave  tbiags  ii 
they  are.  And  how  happy  woold  it  be  tor 
mankind,  and  bow  greatly  wonld  it  eontriboM 
to  the  peaoe  and  tronqnUlity  of  thia  oomtiy, 
and  to  that  mntnal  harmony  on  wUeb  the  )irtN> 
vation  of  the  Union  must  depend,  that  the  Fed- 
eral Qovemment  (oonflning  its  opentioiii  to 
snbjeots  clearly  federal)  should  only  be  Mt  io 
the  blesdngs  which  it  dismnsea.  Look,  lit,  it 
onr  system  of  checks,  llie  Honse  of  Ba^ 
sentativea  checks  the  Benate^  the  Senate  diecb 
the  House,  the  Execntive  checks  both,  the  Jif 
diciaiy  ohecka  the  whole ;  and  it  is  in  tb» 
true  spirit  of  this  systemi,  that  the  States  dumU 
check  the  Federal  Government^  at  lean  so  far 
as  to  preserve  the  oonstitntim  tKa  "groa^ 
palpable,  and  deliberate  vitdBtions,"  aod  to 
compel  an  qipeol  to  the  amending  power,  it 
cases  of  real  donbt  and  difficulty.  Tbti  Ibe 
Bt&tes  poeseas  this  right  eeemttobe  aekoovi- 
edged  by -^Ic'under  Hamilton  himsell  la  Ibe 
51st  number  of  the  FederoUithe  B^ys,"  thit,  ias 
ringle  republic,  all  the  powers  surrendered  tiy  Um 
people  ore  submitted  to  the  admloiitialioa  of  a 
single  government,  and  asurpations  are  purd«d 
against  by  a  division  of  the  govemmeot  into 
separate  departments.  In  the  oompoond  le- 
pnblic  of  America,  the  power  surrendered  bj 
the  people  is  first  mvided  between  two  distioct 
govemmentSj  and  then  the  portirai  allotted  to 
each,  snbdivtded  Into  separate  departmeola; 
hence  a  double  seonrity  ariaea  to  the  righH  of 
the  people.  The  diffi^'ent  governments  will 
control  each  other,  at  the  same  time  eaofa  viH 
be  controlled  by  itaelt" 

I  have  already  shown,  that  it  has  beta  fully 
recognized  by  the  Yirgmia  reoolntioai  of  '^ 
and  by  Mr.  Madiaon's  report  on  tilcae  rescJn- 
tioa^  that  it  is  not  only  « the  right  b«t  tlM 
duty  of  the  States"  to  "jndga  of  infiaetiooiof 
the  constitution,"  and  "to  intenoee  for  miiii- 
taining,  within  their  limits,  the  anllwi'i*^ 
ri^te,  and  liberties,  appMiaining  to  them."  ^^ 
Mr.  Je&rson,  on  various  occarioni,  eipiMM 
himself  in  iangoage  equally  ottong.  In  tb* 
Kentucky  reaolutdona,  ^  '9B,  prepoied  by  1iub> 
it  is  declared  that  the  Fedwol  QoveituiMat 
"was  not  made  the  exolnaive  and  final  Jod|*  of 
the  extent  of  the  powers  delegated  to  itKK  BBM 
thatwonU  have  mode  its  diaaration,  asd  sol 
the  eonstitotion,  the  meosore  of  its  povos; 
but  that,  aa  in  aU  other  oases  of  eompMt  tnwiv 
parties  having  no  common  Judge,  each  pvCT 
Wan  equsl  right  to  Jndge  for  itself  oweUot 
Infivotlona  as  Uie  mode  and  meomre  of  re- 
in the  Kentucky  resolutions  of  'BB,  it  la  «>«; 
more  explicitly  declared,  "  that  the  sevH* 
States  which  formed  the  constitutioa,  b«iDg 
soverdgn  and  independent,  have  the  onqiiM- 
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tioiiable  riftbt  to  jadga  of  ita  infractioiu,  and 
that  a  nnUifioation  by  tfaoae  lovereigDtiM  of  all 
nnaoWioriied  acta  done  under  color  of  that  in- 
Mnment,  ia  tho  rigiitfal  remedy." 

Bnt  the  gflntleman  a^a  thla  risht  will  be 
dangerooa.  Sir,  I  inaiat,  tUat,  of  all  the  oheoka 
tliat  bara  baen  provided  \>j  tbe  oonatitiiticm, 
thia  k  br  br  tbe  aafeet,  and  the  leaat  liaUe  to 
aboM.  It  b  admitted  by  the  gentleman,  that 
tbe  Supreme  Coort  may  declare  a  lav  to  be 
tuwODititiilJoaal  and  ob»sk  your  further  prog- 
rca!L  Now,  the  Sopreme  Oonrt  consiats  of 
only  aereo  jnd^s ;  four  are  a  qaomm,  three  of 
whom  are  a  majority,  and  may  exercise  this 
migh^  power.  Now,  the  jndKea  of  thia  oout 
an  without  any  direct  responaibility,  in  matters 
erf'  opinion,  and  may  certainly  be  governed  by 
any  of  the  motivea  which  it  ia  aoppoaed  will  in- 
Siunoe  a  Btate  in  opposing  tbe  acts  of  the  Fed- 
0a]  Government.  Sir,  it  u  not  my  darire  to  ex- 
eite  prtjvdioe  agunst  the  Supreme  OonrL  I  not 
(ody  eat«rt^  the  higheat  reapect  for  Uie  indi- 
Tidnala  who  ootnpoee  that  bribanal,  bat  I  believe 
they  bava  roidered  important  serricw  to  the 
Boontay ;  and  that,  eoDfined  within  their  appro- 
priate gphen,  fOie  deoidon  of  qneatioDa  "  ot 
law  and  eqai^,*^  they  will  oonatimte  a  fountain 
fiom  wUcb  will  forever  flow  the  streama  of 
pare  and  mideflled  jostioe,  diffnmng  bleaainga 
thron^oat  the  land.  I  object,  onlv,  to  the  as- 
rampbon  of  political  power,  bj  the  Supreme 
Court — a  power  whidt  belooga  not  to  them, 
and  which  they  cannot  safely  exercise.  But, 
Borel J,  a  power  which  the  gentleman  ia  willing 
to  oonfide  to  three  jndgea  ofthe  Bapreme  Ooort, 
may  aaltiy  be  intmsted  to  a  sovereign  State. 
Sr,  diere  are  ao  many  powerfol  motivea  to  re- 
strain a  State  from  tMdng  anch  high  ground  as 
to  Interpoae  her  sovereign  power  to  protect  her 
dtizma  from  nocoiuiUtntional  lawa,  that  the 
danger  ia  not  that  tlua  power  will  be  wantonly 
exerasttd,  hot  that  she  will  fail  to  exert  it,  even 
on  proper  oocaoona. 

A  State  will  be  resb^eil  by  a  sincere  love 
of  the  TJmon.  The  people  of  the  Onited  States 
eheriab  a  devotion  to  the  Union,  so  pure,  so 
ardent,  that  nothing  short  of  intolerable  op- 
preanon  on  ever  tempt  them  to  do  any  thing 
that  may  possibly  endanger  it.  Sir,  there  exists, 
moreover,  a  deep  and  settled  oonviction  of  the 
benedta  which  raeolt  from  a  close  connection  of 
all  tbe  States  for  porpoaea  of  mntnal  protection 
and  defence.  Thia  will  oo-operate  with  the 
feelings  of  patriotism  to  indnoe  a  State  to  avtnd 
any  meaanres  oalcolated  to  endanger  that  con- 
necHon.  A  Btate  wiU  always  feel  tbe  neceauty 
of  eonanlting  pnWo  opiidoD,  both  at  home  and 
abroad,  httvn  ahe  reaorts  to  any  measnrw  of 
foch  a  character.  She  will  know  th^  if  she 
acta  rashly,  she  will  be  abandoned  even  by  her 
own  citizens,  and  will  ntterly  fall  in  the  object 
she  baa  in  view.  I^  as  is  asserted  in  the  Decla- 
ration of  Independence,  all  experience  b as  proved 
that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while 
evils  are  snfferable^  than  to  resort  to  measures 
for  redreaa  why  should  thia  case  be  ao  excep- 
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tion,  where  so  many  additional  motiTes  most 
always  be  fonnd  for  forbearance?  Look  at  our 
own  experience  on  thia  subject.  Vit^ia  and 
Eentncky,  so  far  hock  aa  '68,  avowed  the  prin- 
ciples for  which  I  have  been  contending — prin> 
oiples  which  have  never  ^oe  been  abandoned ; 
and  no  instance  has  yet  occurred  in  which  it 
has  been  found  naceasary,  practically,  to  exert 
tbe  power  asserted  in  those  reeolntions. 

If  the  alien  and  sedition  Uwa  had  not  been 
yielded  to  tbe  force  of  .poblio  opinira,  there 
can  be  no  donbt  that  tne  Btate  of  Virginia 
would  have  interposed  to  protect  her  citizens 
ftom  its  operation.  And,  if  the  apprebenaion 
of  anch  an  interporition  by  a  State  should  have 
the  effect  of  restraining  tbe  Federal  Govern- 
ment from  acting,  except  in  cases  clearly  with- 
in the  limits  of  their  anthority,  surely  no  one 
can  doubt  tbe  beneficial  operation  of  snch  a  re- 
straining infloence.  Ur.  Jefferson  aaanres  us 
that  the  embargo  was  actually  yielded  up, 
rather  than  force  New  Sn^lond  into  open  op- 
position to  it.  And  it  was  ri^ht  to  yield  it,  sir, 
to  the  honest  convictions  of  ito  nnconstitntion- 


Statee  poaaeaa  the  oonatitntional  right  to  inter- 
poae. In  tbe  event  of  "gross,  debberatA,  and 
palpable  violations  of  the  oonstitntion,"  should 
operate  to  prevent  a  perseverance  in  such  vio- 
lations, surely  tbe  effect  would  be  greatly  to  be 
desired.  But  there  ia  one  point  of  view  in 
which  this  matter  presents  itself  to  my  mind 
with  irresistible  force.  The  Supreme  Court,  it 
is  admitted,  may  nnllif  j  on  act  of  Oongresa,  by 
declaring  it  to  be  unconstitntionaL  Can  Con- 
gress, offer  such  a  nnUifioation,  proceed  to  en- 
force the  law,  even  if  they  dionld  differ  in 
opiuion  from  the  Court  t  What,  then,  would 
be  the  effect  of  such  a  decision  I  And  what 
would  be  the  remedy  in  auch  a  oaset    Con- 

^s  would  be  arrested  in  the  exercise  of  the 
ated  power,  and  the  only  remedy  would  be 
an  appeal  to  the  creating  power,  tlu^e-fonrths 
of  the  States,  for  an  amendment  of  the  consti- 
tution. And  by  whom  mnst  such  an  appeal  be 
made!    It  must  be  made  by  the  party  pro- 

fosing  to  exercise  the  disputed  power.  Now 
will  ask  whether  a  aovereign  State  may  not 
be  safely  intrusted  with  the  exorcise  of  a 
power,  operating  merely  as  a  check,  which  is 
admitted  to  belong  to  Uie  Snpreme  Court,  and 
which  may  be  exercised  every  day,  by  any 
three  of  its  membetal  Sir,  no  ideas  that  con 
be  formed  of  arbitrary  power  on  tho  one  band, 
and  abject  dependence  on  tbe  other,  can  be  car- 
ried ^rUier  than  to  suppose  that  three  indi- 
vidnals,  mere  men,  "  subject  to  like  passions 
with  onrselves,"  may  be  safely  intrusted  with 
the  power  to  nullify  an  act  of  Oongresa,  because 
they  conceive  it  to  be  nnconstitntional ;  bnt 
that  a  sovereign  and  independent  State,  even 
tbe  great  State  of  New  York,  is  bound,  im- 
plicitly, to  submit  to  its  operation,  even  where 
It  violates,  in  the  grossest  manner,  her  own 
rights,  or  the  libertiea  of  her  oitizena.    But  we 
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do  not  contend  that  a  oommoa  oaae  would  jos- 
tUr  the  interpoaitioD. 

Tbb  is  "  the  ezlrema  medicine  of  the  Stat«,' 
&nd  cannot  beocane  oar  dui;  bread. 

Mr.  Uadifion,  in  his  report,  kj%  : 

"  It  does  not  follow,  faowever,  thkt,  b«caa««  the 
StaEei,  M  tOTerelKn  partiei  to  their  conEtitutional 
compact,  mmt  ultim&tely  decide  whether  it  hut  been 
violated;  that  mch  a  deoisloa  ought  to  be  inter- 
posed  eiiher  !□  a  bastj  manner,  or  on  doubtful  and 
Inferior  occadoiu.  Even  in  the  case  of  ordinarj 
couTentlons,  between  ^Sbrent  nations,  wbere,  bj 
the  strict  rule  of  iaterpretaUon,  a  breach  of  a  part 
maj  be  deemed  a  breach  of  the  whole ;  eTcry  part 
being  deemed  a  condition  of  ever;  other  part,  and 
of  the  whole,  it  is  always  laid  down,  that  the  breach 
must  be  botli  wilful  and  material,  to  justify  an  ap- 
plication of  the  role.  But  in  the  case  of  an  intimate 
and  constitudonal  Union,  like  that  of  the  United 
States,  It  is  evident  tbat  the  interposition  of  the 
parties,  in  their  sovereign  capacity,  can  be  called 
for  bv  occasions,  only,  deeply  and  esseatially  affect- 
ing (he  vital  principles  of  Uidr  poUtlcal  systems." 

"  The  resolaticD  baa,  accordingly,  guarded  agalnit 
any  miaa^irehension  of  its  otgect,  by  eKpreaalj  re- 
quiring, for  inch  an  interpooition,  '  the  cue  of  a  de- 
Ubeiate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  breach  of  tho  con- 
•titulion,  by  the  eierdae  of  powets  not  granted  by 
it.'  It  must  be  a  caae,  not  of  •  light  and  transient 
nature,  but  of  a  nature  dangerous  to  the  great  pui^ 
pmes  for  which  the  conitiCution  was  established. 
It  must  be  a  cose,  moreover,  not  obscure  or  donbt- 
fHU  in  lU  construction,  but  plain  and  palpabh 
Lastly,  it  must  be  a  case,  not  resulting  frooi  a  pai 
tial  consideration,  or  hasty  determlDation.but  a  case 
atamped  with  a  final  consideration  and  delitwrate 
adherence.  It  is  not  necessary,  because  the  resolu- 
tion does  not  require  that  the  question  should  be 
discussed  how  far  the  exercise  of  any  particular 
power,  nngranted  by  the  constitution,  would  justify 
the  InlerporilioQ  of  the  partiei  to  It ;  aa  easea  might 
easily  be  Rated  which  none  woold  oontend  ought  to 
fall  within  that  description,  and  oaaea,  on  the  other 
hand,  might,  with  equal  ease,  be  staled,  so  flagrant 
and  so  fatal,  aa  to  unite  every  otoniOD  in  placing 
them  within  the  description." 

"But  the  tesolatioQ  has  done  more  than  guard 
agunit  mieconstmction,  by  eipreasly  referring  to 
cases  of  a  deliberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  na- 
ture. It  apeciSes  the  otgcct  of  the  interposition 
which  it  contemplates,  to  be,  solely,  (hat  of  arresting 
the  progress  of  the  evil  of  neurpaUoo,  and  of  mun- 
taining  the  anthoriUes,  rights,  and  liberties,  appei^ 
tailing  to  the  States,  aa  parties  to  the  oonstitution." 

No  one  oim  read  thia  withont  perceiTing 
that  Mr.  Madison  goes  the  vhole  length  in  sop- 
port  of  the  principlea  for  which  I  bsve  been 
contending. 

The  gentleman  baa  called  npon  ns  to  cany 
oat  ooT  Bcheme  praotioally.  Now,  ur,  if  I  am 
correct  in  my  view  of  this  matter,  then  it  fol- 
lows, of  course,  that  the  right  of  a  State  being 
established,  the  Federal  Government  is  bound 
to  acquiesce  in  a  solemn  decision  of  a  State, 
acting  in  its  sovereign  capacity,  at  least  ao  far 
as  to  make  an  appeal  to  the  people  for  an 
amondmeot  to  the  conatitntion.  This  aolenm 
decision  of  a  State  (made  either  through  its 


Legialatnre,  or  a  convention,  as  may  be  sop- 
poeed  to  be  tlie  proper  organ  of  its  sovereiga 
will — a  point  I  do  not  propose  now  to  ^raus) 
binds  the  Federal  Government  nnder  the  bi^ 
eat  constitntional  obligation,  not  to  resMt  to 
any  meana  of  coercion  against  the  oitiieni  of 
the  dissenting  State.  How,  then,  can  any  ocl- 
lision  enane  between  the  Federal  and  8t^ 
Governments,  nnleas,  indeed,  the  former  aboaU 
determine  to  enforce  the  law  by  imoonslita. 
tJona]  means!  What  oonld  the  Federal  Gor- 
emment  do,  in  snch  a  case  t  Resort,  eaya  tbt 
gentleman,  to  the  oomrts  of  Jnstico.  Ifow,  on 
any  man  believe,  that,  in  the  lace  of  a  solam 
deoiaion  of  a  State,  Uiat  an  act  of  Cmgreaa  is 
"a  groRs,  palpable,  and  deliberate  vidationof 
the  oonatitoUon,"  and  the  interpoeiti<Ht  of  its 
sovereign  anthority  to  protect  its  citinot  froa 
tho  tiBorpation,  that  innea  oonld  be  found  ready 
merely  to  register  the  decrees  of  the  C<»grea^ 
wholly  r^ardless  of  the  anoonstitntionai  cbir- 
acter  of  their  seta  t  Will  the  gentleman  too.- 
t«nd  that  juries  are  to  be  coerced  to  find  v^ 
diets  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet  t  And  if  oo^ 
how  are  the  United  States  to  enforoe  an  act 
solemnly  pronoonced  to  bo  nnoonstitalimall 
Bat,  if  the  attempt  should  be  made  to  carry 
soch  a  law  into  effect,  by  force,  in  what  would 
the  case  differ  from  an  attempt  to  carry  into 
effect  an  act  nollifled  by  the  ooarta,  or  to  do 
any  other  unlawful  and  nnwarrantai>le  act) 
Suppose  Congress  sboald  pass  an  agrarian  law,  ta 
a  law  emancipating  our  alaves,  or  3ioald  eommil 
any  other  gross  violation  of  onr  constitotioiul 
rights,  will  any  gentleman  oontend  that  tbed» 
cision  of  every  branch  of  th«  Federal  Govern- 
ment, in  favor  of  aoch  lawa,  could  prevent  tba 
States  from  declaring  them  null  and  void,  sni 
protecting  their  citizens  from  their  opentiMt 
Sir,  if  Congress  should  ever  attempt  to  en- 
force any  snch  laws,  they  would  pnt  thaoselnt 
ao  clearly  in  the  wrong,  tbat  no  wie  could 
doubt  the  right  of  tho  State  to  exert  its  pn>- 


tion  of  the  militia  of  Sooth  Carolina  with  wnic 
I  have  the  honor  to  be  connectedj  and  i^<d 
how  they  would  act  in  the  event  of  the  ncUifi- 
catioD  of  the  tariff  law  by  the  State  of  Soodi 
Carolina  t  The  tone  of  the  gentleman,  on  this 
subject,  did  not  seem  to  me  as  re^eelfal  *>  I 
coiud  have  desired,  I  hope,  ur,  no  impntaliMi 
was  intended. 
[Mr.  Webstu.     "Not  at  all;  just  the  r>- 

WtOl,  air,  the  gentleman  aaka,  what  Ihdr  lead- 
ers would  be  able  to  read  to  them  ont  of  Cuke 
upon  Littleton,  or  any  other  law  book,  to  jus- 
tiiy  their  enterprise  I  Sir,  let  me  SMire  tba 
gentleman,  that,  whenever  any  attempt  shall  bs 
made  from  any  quarter,  to  enforce  imoonstitn- 
tional  laws,  clearly  violating  onr  essentiil 
rights,  onr  leaders  (whoever  they  may  be)  snl 
not  Im  found  reading  black  letter  from  the 
musty  pages  of  old  law  hooka.  They  will  li»k 
to  the  constitution,  and  when  called  upon,  b; 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  CONGBESS. 


Jmur,  I8S0.] 


— JVatfifooAM. 


[Sbub. 


aerre  and  protect  the  rights  seoared 

bj  the  charter  of  their  libertieA,  they  will  snc' 

M«d  in  defending  tliem,  or  "  perish  in  the  lest 

ditch." 

Sir,  I  will  pnt  the  case  home  to  the  gentle- 
min.  Is  there  807  violation  of  the  constitn- 
tionsl  rights  of  tlie  States,  and  the  liberties  of 
the  oitiieD,  (sanctioned  bj  ConKress  and  the 
Sapreme  Coul,)  which  he  wonld  believe  it  to 
be  the  right  tmd  dutj  of  a  State  to  reristt 
Does  he  contend  for  the  doctrine  of  "  passive 
obedienoe  and  Qoa-reeistance  t "  Wonld  he 
JDstifj  an  open  resistance  to  an  act  of  Oongress, 
ffioctioned  b;  the  conrta,  which  Bbonld  aboliah 
the  trial  b;  jarj',  or  destroy  the  freedom  of  re- 
lipon,  or  the  freedom  of  the  preaa !  Tea,  rir, 
he  would  advocate  reristance  in  snch  cases; 
•nd  so  wonld  I,  and  so  would  all  of  ns.  Bnt 
rach  re^stance  would,  according  to  his  doc- 
trine, be  revolntiott ;  it  wonld  be  rebellion. 
According  to  mj-  opinion,  it  wonld  be  just, 
legal,  ana  oonstitntioaal  resistance.  The  woole 
difereoce  between  as,  then,  con^sts  in  this : 
Tlie  gentleman  wonld  nuke  force  the  only  ar- 
biter in  all  cases  of  GoUintm  between  the  States 
■nd  the  Federal  Govenune&t.  I  wonld  resort 
to  a  peaoefnl  remedy,  the  interposition  of  the 
State  to  "  arrest  the  progress  of  the  evil,"  until 
•och  time  as  "  a  convention  (assembled  at  the 
call  of  Qongreaa,  or  two-thinla  of  the  States) 
ih^  decide  to  which  they  mean  to  give  an  an- 
thority  claimed  by  two  of  their  organs."  Sir, 
I B17  vitii  Mr.  Jefferson,  (whose  words  I  have 
hece  borrowed,}  that  "  it  is  the  peculiar  wisdom 
sad  felicity  of  onr  constitntion  to  have  pro- 
vided thia  peaceable  appeal,  where  that  of 
otim  nations  "  (and  I  may  add  that  of  the  gen- 
tleman) "  is  at  once  to  fbroe." 

The  gentleman  has  mode  an  eloqnent  wpeal 
to  om;  hearta  in  favor  of  nnion.  Sir,  I  cor- 
dially respond  to  that  appeal.  I  will  yield  to 
DO  gmtlemaa  here  in  sincere  attachment  to  the 
Cnion ;  bat  it  is  a  onion  founded  on  the  consti- 
tntion, and  not  such  a  nnion  as  that  gentleman 
would  give  ns,  that  is  dear  to  my  neart  If 
tliia  is  to  become  one  great  >'  consolidated  Gov- 
ernment," swallowing  np  the  rights  of  the 
Btates,  and  the  Ubertiea  of  the  citizen,  "  ridins 
orer  the  plandered  ploaghmen  and  bewared 
jeomanry,''  the  Union  will  not  be  worth  pre- 
KTving.  Sir,  it  is  becaase  Sonth  Oarolina  loves 
the  Union,  and  wonld  preserve  it  forever,  that 
eba  is  oppouog  now,  while  there  is  hope,  those 
nanrpatioQs  of  the  Federal  Government  which, 
oaiM  esUbUsbed,  will,  sooner  or  later,  tear  this 
Union  bte  fragments,.  The  gentleman  ia  for 
DUTcbine  onder  a  banner,  studded  all  over  with 
■Un,  and  bearing  the  inscription  Liberty  and 
Union.  I  faad  thought,  ur,  the  gentleman 
would  have  borne  a  standard,  displaying  in  its 
ample  folds  a  brilliant  mm,  extending  its  goh'  ~~ 
rays  from  the  centre  to  the  eitremities,  m  ' 
bnghtness  of  whose  beams  the  "little  st 
bide  their  diminished  heads."  Onra,  rir  u 
Ibe  banim  of  the  oonatitation :  the  twenty-fonr 


stars  are  ther&  in  all  their  nndiminiahed  lustre : 
on  it  is  insorioed.  Liberty — the  Constitution — 
Union.  We  offer  up  onr  fervent  prayers  to  th« 
Father  of  all  Mercies  that  it  may  continue  to 
wave,  for  ages  yet  to  come,  over  a  free,  a 
happy,  and  a  nnited  people. 

Mr.  Wmena  now  took  the  floor,  in  conclu- 
sion, and  said :  A  few  words,  Mr.  President,  on 
this  constitutional  argument,  which  the  honor- 
able gentieman  has  labored  to  reoonatmot. 

His  argimient  consists  of  two  propositiono, 
and  an  inference.    His  propodtiona  are— 

1.  That  the  constitntion  is  a  compact  between 
theBtat«s. 

9.  That  a  compact  between  two,  with  au- 
thority reserved  to  one  to  Interpret  its  terms, 
wonld  be  a  surrender  te  that  one,  of  all  power 
whatever. 

8.  Therefore,  (snob  is  his  inference,)  the  Gen- 
eral Government  does  not  pOBseas  the  authority 
to  construe  its  own  powers. 

Now,  sir,  who  does  not  see,  witlioot  the  ud 
of  exposition  or  detection,  the  atter  coDfosion 
of  ideas,  involved  in  this,  so  elaborate  and  sys- 
tetnatio  argnment  ? 

The  constitution,  it  is  said,  la  a  compact  be- 
tween States ;  the  States,  then,  and  the  State* 
only,  are  parties  to  the  compact.  How  comea 
the  General  Government  itself  a  party  ?  Upon 
the  honorable  genUeman's  bypothesla,  the  Gen- 
eral Government  is  tho  resmt  of  Ute  compact, 
the  creatnre  of  the  compact,  not  one  of  the  pai^ 
ties  to  it.  Yet  the  aivument,  as  the  gentleman 
has  now  stated  it,  masea  the  Government  itself 
one  of  its  own  creators.  It  makes  it  a  party  to 
that  compact  to  which  it  owes  its  own  exiat- 

For  the  pnrpose  of  erecting  Qia  constitntios 
on  the  Itasis  of  a  compact,  ^e  gentleman  con- 
riders  Ibe  States  as  parties  to  that  compact ; 
bnt  as  soon  as  his  compact  is  made,  Iben  ha 
chooses  to  connder  the  Genera)  Government, 
which  is  the  offspring  of  that  compact,  not  its 
offspring,  but  one  of  its  parties;  and  so,  being 
a  party,  has  not  the  power  of  Judging  on  the 
terms  of  compact.  Pray,  sir,  in  what  school  ia 
such  reasoning  as  this  taught) 

If  the  whole  of  the  gentleman's  mtun  propo- 
sition were  conceded  U>  him,  that  is  to  say — if 
I  admit  for  the  sake  of  the  ailment,  that  tho 
constitution  is  a  compact  between  States,  the 
inferences  which  he  li-aws  from  that  proposi- 
tion are  warranted  by  no  jnst  reason.  Becanse, 
if  the  constitntion  be  a  compact  between  States, 
still,  that  constitntion  or  that  compact,  has  es- 
tablished a  Government,  with  certain  powers; 
and  whether  it  be  one  of  those  powers,  tliat  it 
ahall  constroe  and  interpret  for  itself  the  torma 
of  the  compact,  in  doubtful  cases,  can  only  be 
decided  by  lookmg  to  the  compact,  and  inqnir- 
ing  what  provisions  it  contains  on  this  poinL 
Without  any  inconsistency  with  natural  reason, 
the  Government,  even  thus  created,  might  be 
trusted  witli  this  power  of  construction.  The 
extent  of  its  powers,  therefore,  most  still  be 
Boogbt  for  in  tJie  instrnment  itscJt 
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If  the  old  confederation  bad  cootained  a 
claose,  declaring  that  reaolntioDB  of  the  Con- 
gress ghould  he  the  iQpreme  law  of  the  land, 
aaj  6tat«  law  or  oonatitation  to  the  oontrar; 
notwilhatAiidiiig,  and  that  a  Oommittee  of  Oon- 
gresa,  or  any  other  body  created  by  it,  should 
possess  Jadicial  powers,  extending  to  all  cases 
aming  imder  resolntioiiB  of  Oongresa,  then  the 
power  of  nltimate  decision  woidd  have  been 
Tested  in  Congress,  under  the  oonfederation, 
although  that  confederation  was  a  compact  be- 
tween States ;  and  for  this  plain  reason,  thnt  it 
would  have  been  competent  to  the  States,  who 
alone  were  parties  to  the  compact,  to  a^-ee 
who  should  decide  in  cases  of  aispnto  arising 
on  the  conatraotion  of  the  compact 

For  the  same  reason,  sir,  if  I  were  now  to 
concede  to  the  gentleman  his  principal  proposi- 
tions, viz :  that  the  constitution  is  a  compact 
between  States,  the  question  would  still  be, ' 
what  proTision  is  made,  in  this  compact,  to 
settle  points  of  disputed  construction,  or  oon- 
tested  power,  that  shall  come  into  controversy  ? 
And  this  question  would  stjll  be  answerod,  and 
oonclueiTely  answered,  by  the  constitution  it- 
eelf.  While  the  genUeman  Is  oontendiug 
against  constmcUon,  be  himself  is  setting  up 
the  most  loose  and  dangerous  construction. 
The  coostitutioa  declares  that  the  laws  of  Con- . 
gress  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land.  No 
constmation  is  ueoessary  here.  It  declarea, 
also,  with  equal  plainness  and  precision,  that 
the  judicial  power  of  the  Umtod  States  shall 
extend  to  every  case  arising  under  the  laws  of 
Congress.  This  needs  no  oonstrnotion,  here  is 
a  law,  then,  which  is  declared  to  be  snj)reme ; 
and  here  is  a  power  established,  which  is  to  in- 
terpret that  law.  Now,  nr,  how  has  the  gen- 
tleman met  this  ?  Suppose  the  constitotion  to 
be  a  compact,  yet  here  are  its  terms,  and  how 
does  the  gentleman  get  rid  of  them  I  Ho  can- 
not argue  the  seal  off  the  bond,  nor  the  words 
out  of  the  instrument.  Here  they  are — what 
answer  does  he  give  to  them  ?  None  in  the 
world,  sir,  except  that  the  effect  of  this  wonld 
be  to  place  the  States  in  a  condition  of  inferior- 
ity ;  and  because  it  results,  from  the  very  na- 
ture of  things,  there  being  no  superior,  that  the 
parties  must  be  their  own  judges  1  Thus  close- 
ly and  cogeotiy  does  the  honorable  ^ntlemon 
reason  on  the  words  of  the  constitution.  The 
gentleman  says,  if  there  be  such  a  power  of 
final  deeiaion  in  the  Gteneral  Qovemment.  he 
aalu  for  the  grant  of  that  power.  Well,  sur,  I 
show  him  the  grant — I  tnm  him  to  the  very 
words — I  show  him  that  the  laws  of  Congress 
are  made  supreme ;  and  that  the  jndicial  power 
extends,  by  express  words,  to  tne  inteipreta- 
tion  of  these  laws.  Instead  of  answering  this, 
he  retreats  into  the  general  reflection,  Qiat  it 
must  result,  from  the  nature  of  things,  that  the 
States,  being  parties,  most  jndge  for  them- 
selvoa. 

I  have  admitted,  that,  if  the  constitution 
were  to  be  considered  as  the  creature  of  the 
State  Governments,  it  might  be  modified,  in- 
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terpreted,  or  oonstmed,  acoording  to  th«ir 
pleasure.  But,  even  in  that  cose,  it  would  bs 
neoesaary  that  they  should  o^ree.  One,  slm^ 
could  not  interpret  it  conclosiTdy ;  one,  ilotu^ 
could  not  oonatme  it ;  one,  alone,  cooid  not 
modify  it.  Yet  the  geutleman's  dotkriae  is, 
that  Carolina,  alon&  may  construe  and  inter- 
pret that  compact  which  equally  binds  all,  ui 
gives  equal  ri^ita  to  alL 

So  then,  sir,  9na  mpporiog  the  ootBtatalion 
to  be  a  compact  between  the  fitatea,  the  Motlt- 
man's  dootnne,  nerertfadees,  is  not  msiiitiun- 
able ;  becaose,  first,  the  General  Government  ia 
not  a  party  to  that  compact,  but  a  Govenunmit 
established  by  it,  and  vested  l?  it  with  ths 
poweia  of  trying  aild  deciding  donbt&I  qiK»- 
tjons ;  and  secondly,  because,  if  the  eooidtih  ' 
tion  be  regarded  as  a  compact,  not  one  Gtile 
only,  but  aQ  the  States,  are  parties  to  that  cran- 

Eact,  and  one  can  have  no  right  to  fix  vfia  it 
er  own  peculiar  constmotion. 
So  much,  sir,  for  the  argument,  even  if  tbe 

E remises  of  the  gentieman  were  granted,  or«Hild 
e  proved.  But,  air  the  gentleman  bos  fiil«d 
to  maintain  his  leading  propodtitHL  He  bis 
not  shown,  it  cannot  be  ehown,  that  tbe  coo- 
stitution  is  a  bompact  between  State  QoTon- 
menta.  The  oonstitntion  itoeU^  in  Us  very  front, 
refutes  that  proposition :  it  declares  that  it  ii 
ordained  ana  eatahUshed  by  the  people  (tf  lb* 
United  States.  Bo  far  from  saying  that  it  ii 
established  by  the  GoTemments  of  tbe  Mvenl 
State,  it  does  not  even  say  that  it  is  esttb- 
liahed  by  the  people  of  the  aeveral  StaUa;  l»t 
it  pnmouncea  that  it  ia  estattlished  by  tbe  pw- 
pie  of  the  United  States  in  the  aggre^te,  Tbe 
gentleman  savs,  it  must  mean  no  nxm  tbu 
that  tbe  people  of  the  several  States,  taken  col- 
leatively,  constitute  the  peopU  of  the  Uniltd 
States;  be  it  so,  bnt  it  is  in  this,  tb«ir  coUw- 
tive  capacity ;  it  ia  as  all  th«  peqde  d  tbe 
United  States  that  they  establish  the  otnilitB- 
tion.  80  thev  declare ;  and  wordf  cannot  to 
plainer  than  tne  words  nsed, 

Wh«i  the  gentlonan  eayn  the  constitntim  is 
a  compact  between  the  States,  he  nses  liogiM* 
eioctiy  applicable  to  tbe  old  ocmfederaticn.  B« 
speaks  as  if  he  were  in  CoDgress  before  iTSt. 
He  describes  MIy  that  old  state  <rf  tUn^  tben 
existing.  The  confederation  was,  in  stnetiu^ 
a  compact ;  the  States,  aa  Btatea  wn«  psiti<' 
to  it  We  had  no  other  General  Oovemneiit. 
But  that  was  found  insufficient  and  inidequte 
to  the  public  exigendes.  The  people  were  not 
satisfied  with  it  and  undertook  to  establish  a 
better.  They  undertook  to  form  a  General 
Government,  which  ahould  stand  on  s  M* 
basis — not  a  oonfederaoy,  not  a  league,  not  s 
compact  between  States,  hut  a  coostitntioD;  ■ 
popular  Government,  founded  in  popolsr  d«- 
tion,  dtteetiy  rMponaible  to  the  people  tbeIl^ 
selves  and  cUvided  into  branches,  with  j>r*- 
scribed  limits  of  power,  and  prescribed  dotiei. 
They  ordained  such  a  Goverament ;  thej  g»»« 
it  the  name  of  a  oonstitntion,  and  therein  tbcT 
establidied  a  distribnti(m  of  powers  b«t»«n 
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tbifl,  their  OeiMnI  Ooveniment,  and  their  sev- 
enl  BUUe  GovemmeDts.  When  they  shall  be- 
oome  disBBtisfied  with  this  dictribntfoD,  they 
ran  liter  iL  Their  own  power  over  their  own 
instmment  remains.  Bn^  mitil  thoT  Bball  alter 
it,  it  mnst  stand  u  their  will,  and  ia  equally 
binding  on  tho  G^nend  GrOTemment  and 
AeStatea. 

The  gentleman,  air,  finds  analogy,  where  I 
see  none.  He  likens  it  to  the  case  of  a  treaty, 
m  which,  there  being  no  common  raperior, 
each  party  mnst  interpret  for  itseU^  nnder  its 
own  obligation  of  good  faith.  But  this  ia  not 
a  treaty,  bnt  a  oonstitntion  of  Qovemment, 
with  powers  to  exeonte  itself^  uid  fUfil  its 

I  admit,  lit,  that  this  Oovemment  is  a  Got. 
enunent  of  checks  and  balances :  tbat  is,  the 
Eonse  of  Repreaentattves  is  a  check  on  the 
Senate,  and  the  Senate  is  a  check  on  the  Honse, 
ind  the  Freddent  is  a  cheek  on  both.  Bat  I 
cannot  comprehend  Mm,  (»',  if  I  do,  I  totally 
differ  from  him,  when  he  q)tilies  the  notion  of 
checks  and  bslancee  to  the  mterference  of  dif- 
ferent Governments,  He  argaes  that,  if  we 
tnnigress,  each  State,  as  a  State,  has  a  right  to 
check  oa.  Doee  he  admit  the  converse  of  the 
proposition,  that  we  have  a  right  to  check  the 
BtsEea  t  The  gentleman's  doctrines  would  give 
na  a  strange  Jmnble  of  aathorities  and  powers, 
instead  of  Governments  of  separate  and  defined 
powers.  It  is  tlie  part  of  wisdom,  1  think,  to 
STOid  this;  and  to  keep  the  General  Govem- 
ment  and  the  State  Govenunents.  each  in  its 
proper  sphere,  avoiding,  as  carefnlly  as  possi- 
Ue,  every  kind  of  interference. 

Finally,  sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  says, 
that  the  States  will  only  interfere,  by  their 
power,  to  preserve  the  constltntion.  They  will 
not  destroy  it,  they  will  not  impair  it— they 
win  only  save,  they  will  only  preserve,  they 
will  only  strengthen  it!  Ah,  sir,  this  is  but 
the  old  story.  AH  regolsted  Qovemments,  all 
ftw  GoTernments,  have  been  broken  np  by 
similar  disintereeted  snd  well-disposed  intor- 
fbnnoe  I  It  is  the  common  pretence.  Bnt  I 
take  leave  of  the  subject. 

[Here  the  debate  dQeed  fbr  this  day.] 


TntBOAT,  Febmary  2. 

Mr.  Food  Saolution. 

lb.  BEirTDii  *  laid :    Among  the  novelties  of 

this  deb^  ia  that  part  of  the  speech  of  the 


*tb.  Bsatod  qnk*  IUIt-  un  other  bnimlH  of  tUt  d*b*t«, 
tatDOtUnc  «a  tb*  BoUmntlOD  bnoeh  otlL  H«  Hi  not 
On  balUn  to  ur  d««^  (tf  lUdblt  ndiuasa  b>  thi  Tills 


r,  leai    Ha  bdl«nd  it  ttw  tlmt  of  tlio 
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Senator  from  Kassaohosetta  which  dwells  with 
snoh  elaboration  of  argoment  and  omamen^ 
upon  the  love  and  bleaeings  of  Union — the 
hatred  and  horror  of  disonioo.  It  was  a  part 
of  the  Senator's  ^eoh  which  brooght  into  fiill 
play  the  favorite  Cioeronlan  figure  M  amplifica- 
tion. It  was  np  to  the  rule  in  that  particolar. 
Bnt,  it  seemed  to  me,  that  there  was  another 
ml^  and  a  higher,  and  a  precedent  one,  which 
it  violated.  It  was  the  rule  of  propriety ;  that 
role  which  reqairea  the  fitness  of  thii^  to  be 
considered;  which  reqnires  the  time, ^eplaeei 
the  subject,  and  the  audience,  to  be  considered; 
and  condemns  the  delivery  of  the  argument, 
and  all  its  flowers,  if  it  fails  in  congruence  to 
these  particulars.  I  thought  the  essay  upon 
luion  and  disunion  had  so  fuled.  It  came  to 
ns  when  we  were  not  prepared  for  it;  when 
there  was  nothing  in  Uie  Senate,  nor  in  the 
country,  to  grace  its  introduction ;  nothing  to 
give,  or  to  receive,  effect  to,  or  from,  the  im- 
passioned scene  that  we  witnessed.  It  m^ 
be,  it  was  the  prophetio  cry  of  the  distracted 
daughter  of  Pnam,  breaking  into  the  council, 
and  alarmins  its  tranquil  members  with  Tatid- 
nstions  of  the  fall  of  Troy :  bat  to  me,  it  all 
sounded  like  the  sadden  proclamation  for  ao 
earthquake,  when  the  sun,  the  earth,  the  air, 
announced  no  such  prodigy;  when  all  the  ele- 
ments of  nature  were  at  rest,  and  sweet  repose 
pervading  the  world.  There  was  a  tdme,  and 
yon,  and  I,  and  all  of  us,  did  see  it,  sir,  when 
such  a  speech  would  have  found,  in  its  delivery, 
every  attribute  of  a  Just  and  rigorous  pro- 
priety I  It  was  at  a  time,  when  the  fivo-striped 
lanner  was  waving  over  the  land  of  the 
NorthI  when  the  Hartford  Convention  was  in 
session  t  when  the  language  in  the  oaplfol 
was,  "Peaceably,  if  we  can;  forcibly,  if  we 
muHtl"  when  the  cry,  ont  of  doors,  was,  "the 
Fot«mao  the  boundary ;  the  negro  States  bj 
themselves  1  The  Alleghanies  the  bonnda^; 
the  Western  savages  by  themselves!  Tlie 
Uiasisrippi  the  boundary,  let  lUssouri  be  gov- 
erned by  a  prefect,  or  given  up  as  a  hannt  tor 
wild  beaatsT'    That  time  was  the  fit  o    -^-- 


sentatives,  or  in  the  den  of  the  convention,  or 
in  the  high  way,  among  the  bearers  and  fol- 
lowers of  the  flve-fltriped  banner,  what  effects 
it  not  have  produced  1    What  terror  and 


iru  to  b*  (ffHtod  unatltBllDiuUr  bf  Ihi  BO-op«n>tlon  of  tbe 
iMtt  In  ipphUhb  to  pnbUe  untlawat  snd  iBSnaiisliif  tbe 
iloeUgiM.  TaUit:  He,  H^rn*'!  v*«b  uul  dostrllia  iD  this 
laiiM,  ba  eouldered  Kr,  Wabitu'i  ittrlbatlan  oTa  dlnmlso 
dail^  la  Boatb  Canllu  to  ba  graoDdlOM  ud  imftiaodad, 
ud  broufbt  forwird  u  a  Mt-off  to  tba  tAA  Qirtlbrd  Ooi- 
TantlDD  bDslD«  in  Kav  Eigluid.  And  tbu,  TiawlBf  tha 
Imputed  dlgnnlan  daatfn  u  nnfcandad,  uid  manlr  pndiiead 
u  1  ODOBtirpolH  to  tba  Impulatloii  igalut  ETew  Engtnd, 
bamadaahwraaurkltotbitafftatiUid  to  Ihow  Uut  tba 
iiptanuttir  or  tba  Bapraraa  Court  wi*  0T«r  tntulor  co>Tl% 
and  Bot  orar  tba  fitataa  and  Oolgiau,  Tbaaa  lamarki  ■■• 
bara  glvaa,  and  ibow  tba  nsH  In  vblab  tbiy  wara  ^okn. 
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oonBtamation  unong  the  plotters  of  disnnioD  I 
But,  here,  in  Has  loynl  tai  qniet  aasemblage,  in 
Ooi  season  of  general  tranqnillit;  snd  anirersB] 
allegiance,  the  whole  ;^er{ormaiice  has  lost  its 
efibot  for  want  of  affimtjr,  connection,  or  rela- 
tion, to  Ktj  snljeot  depending,  or  sentiment 
expressed,  in  the  Benste;  for  want  of  any 
application,  or  reference,  to  anj  erent  impend- 
ing in  the  conntrj. 

I  now  take  leave  of  this  •^axt  of  mj  subject, 
with  one  expression  of  nnmixed  satisfaction,  at 
ft  part,  a  verj  small  part,  of  the  speech  of  the 
Senator  from  Hassocnnsetts;  it  Is  the  part  in 
which  he  disclaimed,  in  replj  to  an  mqnirj 
from  yon,  sir,  the  impntation  of  a  change  of 
ptdioj  on  the  Tariff  and  Internal  Improvement 
questions.  Before  that  disclaimer  was  heard, 
a  thousand  voices  wonld  have  sworn  to  the  im- 
pntation :  since,  no  one  will  swear  it.  And  the 
reason  given  for  not  referring  to  jon,  for  not 
Kteaking  at  yon,  was  decent  and  becoming. 
Yon  have  no  right  of  reply,  and  manhood  dis- 
d^ns  to  attank  yon.  TMs  I  comprehend  to 
have  been  the  aoswer,  and  the  reason  so 
promptly  given  by  the  Senator  from  Kasaachn- 
aetts  in  reply  to  yonr  inqairy.  I  am  pleased 
at  it.  It  gives  me  an  opportnnity  of  saying 
there  was  something  in  that  speech  which  com- 
mands my  commendation,  and,  at  the  same 
time,  relieves  me  from  the  duty  of  stating  to 
the  Senate  a  reason  why  the  presiding  officer, 
b^ns  Vice  President  of  the  Unitod  States, 
^oiUd  not  be  stmck  at  from  this  floor.    He 


I  tonched  it  incidentally,  towards  the  con- 
oloston  of  my  speech  of  yesterday,  on  the  large 
— I  think  I  may  say  despotic — power,  chdmed 
by  the  Senator  trom  Uassoobnsetts  (Mr.  Wbb- 
«TBB).fbr  the  Federal  Supreme  Conrt,  over  the 
Independent  States,  whose  volnntary  onion  has 
MUblished  this  confederacy.  I  tonched  inci- 
dentally npoa  it,  and  now  recnr  to  it  for  the 
ftnipose  of  TTiaUng  a  single  remark,  and  pre- 
senting a  single  iUnstration  of  the  conseqnences 
of  that  doctrine.  That  conrt  is  colled  sn- 
|ffeme ;  bnt  this  character  of  snpremacy,  which 
the  Federal  constitution  bestows  npoa  it,  has 
reference  to  Inferior  ooorts — the  District  and 
CBfonit  Oonrts — and  not  to  the  States  of  this 
Cnion.  A  power  to  decide  on  the  Federal 
oonatitntionality  of  State  laws,  and  to  bind  the 
Btateeby  the  decision,  in  all  casea  whatsoever, 
is  a  power  to  govern  the  States,  It  is  a 
power  over  the  sovereignty  of  the  States ;  and 
that  power  inolndea,  in  its  practical  effects, 
authority  over  every  minor  act  and  proceeding 
of  the  States.  The  range  of  Feder^  anthority 
was  large,  nnder  the  words  of  the  constitnlioii; 
it  is  becoming  unlimited  nuder  the  assumption 
of  implied  powers.  The  room  for  conflict 
between  Federal  and  State  laws  was  mfficiently 
ample,  in  cultivatmg  the  clear  and  open  field 
of  the  enressed  powers;  when  the  en)loratjon 
of  tbe  wfldemeaa  of  implicaUons  is  to  be  added 
to  it,  the  reonrreiioe  of  the«a  oonflkta  beoomes 
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incessant  and  universal,  coverins  all  time,  and 
meeting  at  every  |>oii>t  of  Federal  or  Stale 
policy.  The  annihilation  of  the  States,  Diid«f 
a  doctrine  which  wonld  draw  all  these  conflicts 
to  the  Federal  Judiciary,  and  make  its  daeimoo) 
binding  upon  the  States,  and  sabjected  to  th« 
penalties  of  treason  all  who  resisted  the  execu- 
tion of  these  decrees,  wonld  prodnce  that  con- 
seqnenoe.  It  would  annihilate  the  Stat«s[ 
It  would  reduce  them  to  the  abject  oonditin 
of  provinces  of  the  Federal  Empire  I  It  wonld 
enable  the  dominant  party  in  CDrgreaa,  at  aay 
moment,  to  execute  the  most  frightful  designs. 
Let  ns  suppose  a  case — one  by  no  meoni  im- 
probable— on  the  contrary  almost  absolDt«lj 
certain,  in  the  event  of  the  success  of  eertsia 
measnres  now  on  foot ;  The  late  Ur.  Eiog,  of 
New  York,  when  a  member  of  the  Americin 
Senate,  declared,  npoa  this  floor,  that  slsverj 
in  these  United  States,  in  point  of  lav  sod 
right,  did  not  exist,  and  could  not  exist,  nnder 
the  nature  of  onr  free  form  of  Govenmieiil: 
and  that  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  DnilM 
States  wonld  so  declare  it.  This  decUrUicoi 
was  made  about  ten  years  ago,  in  the  crios 
and  highest  paroxysm  of  the  ICssouri  sgiU- 
tioo.  SiQce  Uien,  we  have  seen  this  dedsraiioD 
repeated  and  enforced,  in  every  variety  of 
form  and  shape,  by  on  organized  ptrtj  in 
all  the  non-slavebolding  States.  Since  then, 
we  have  seen  the  principles  of  the  some  d«cli- 
ration  developed  m  legislative  proceeding,  in 
the  shape  of  committee  reports  and  pnblic  iit- 
bate,  in  the  halls  of  Congress.  Since  then,  tb 
have  had  the  D'Auterive  cose,  and  seen  s 
petition  presented  from  the  Chair  of  tbeHonu 
of  Bepresentatives,  Mr.  Joss  W.  Tatlob  bewg 
Speaker,  in  which  the  total  destmction  of  lU 
the  States  that  wonld  not  abandon  Elarery  vu 
expressly  represented  as  a  sublime  act  Hiiti 
these  facts  oefore  ns,  and  myriads  of  otben 
which  I  cannot  repeat,  but  which  are  seen  by 
all,  the  probability  of  a  federal  legislative  ad 
agunst  slavery  rises  in  the  scale,  and  asamts 
the  character  of  moral  certainty,  in  the  s'^t 
of  the  success  of  oertdu  designs  now  on  foot 
So  much  for  what  may  happen  in  Congre^ 
Now  for  the  Judiciary.  I  have  just  reterwd 
to  the  declaration  of  an  ex-Senator,  (tlr.  Eoa 
of  New  Tork,)  of  all  others  tbe  best  acqasinted 
with  tbe  arcana  of  lus  party ;  who  was  to  lli*t 
party,  for  a  full  quarter  of  a  century,  the  U" 
and  tne  prophets ;  for  a  bold  assertion  of  wW 
the  Snpreme  Court  wonld  do  in  a  qoeslian  oi 
existence,  or  non-existence,  of  slavery  in  the 
United  States.  He  openly  asserted  the  Ba- 
preme  Court  would  declare  that  no  such  thing 
could  exist  1  It  is  not  to  be  presumed  thst  ttiii 
aged,  experienced,  informed  and  responsiUs 
Senator  would  have  hazarded  an  assertion  of 
snch  dire  and  dreadful  import;  an  assertion  M 
delicately  affecting  the  ju^es  then  on  the  bench 
of  that  oonrt;  a  m^ority  of  them  his  penw* 
and  political  friends;  and  looking  to  su<^  du- 
astrons  consequences  to  the  Union,  withoot 
probable,  if  not  oertain^^round  for  thi  btn 
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of  hia  aasertion.  That  he  had  mch  gronuda, 
M  far  at  ]«ut  as  ooe  ot  th«  Judges  vas  oon- 
eemed,  seems  to  be  Incontestable.  A  charge 
ddivend  to  «  grand  jary  hj  Hr.  Jostioe  Btory, 
at  PortsmoDth,  New  Hampshire  in  the  month 
of  Mar,  18SD— for  the  date  is  material— it 
tallies,  in  point  of  time,  with  the  assertion  in 
the  Ssnate,  and  was  classed  for  revieir  as  an 
article  of  pditioe,  in  the  North  American  Be- 
new,  with  the  snbstanoe  of  Mr.  £bg'B  two 
neeohes  (m  the  floor  of  the  Seilate,  whidt  were 
the  agnal  tor  the  Misaaiiri  strife— a  Ngnal  as 
well  understood  and  ss  implicitly  obejed.  as 
the  signal  for  battle  in  the  Komau  camp,  when 
the  Bed  Mantle  of  the  Oonsnl  was  hung  on  the 
outside  of  the  tent.  Thia  charge,  to  a  grand 
Jnij,  establishes  the  fact  of  antborily  for  the 
assertion  of  Ur.  King  ho  fb  at  least  ss  one  of 
the  Jodgee  is  ooncemed.  Bnt  ss  every  man 
should  be  jndsed  by  his  own  words,  and  not 
iqxntherecitu  of  another,  let  the  ohu^  itaelf 
be  read;  let  the  Judge  annoonce  hia  own  sen- 
tiynentft.  in  his  own  langnage, 

71i4  Charge— Extrad. 
"  The  existence  of  skTcry  nnder  any  shipe  ts  so 
lefognvit  to  the  utnnl  rights  of  man  and  the  dio- 
tates  of  JTUtice,  that  it  seems  difflcnlt  to  find  for  it 
iDj  adequate  justification.  It  ondoubtedlj  had  its 
origin  ia  times  of  barbariim,  and  was  ttie  ordinary 
lot  of  those  who  vere  conquered  io  war.  It  nas 
■nppoaed  that  the  conqueror  had  a  right  to  take  the 
Efe  of  his  captive,  and  b;  conseqaeoce  m[ght  well 
Uad  him  to  perpeteat  serritude.  But  the  pontion 
itadf  on  which  this  supposed  right  is  founded  is  not 
tnw.  Mo  man  has  a  right  to  Utl  his  enemy,  except 
in  easBB  of  siMolate  nocesdty ;  and  this  abaolnte  ne- 
CMBty  ceases  to  exist,  eTen  m  the  estima^on  of  the 
cooqaeror  himael^  when  he  has  spared  the  life  of 
liii  prieoner.  And  even  if,  in  such  cases,  it  weie 
poMible  to  contend  for  the  right  of  slsTery,  as  to 
the  prisoner  himself,  it  ia  imposdble  that  it  can  Jagt- 
I;  extend  to  his  Innocent  odspring,  through  the 
■hole  line  of  descent.  I  forbear,  howerer,  to  touch 
on  thia  delicate  tofJc,  not  because  it  is  not  worthy 
of  the  most  deliberate  attention  of  all  of  ns,  bnt  it 
does  not  properij  fiUl  in  my  prorinee  on  the  present 


"  And,  gentleman,  how  can  we  Justify  ounelves, 
or  qtologue  ibr  so  indiflbreoco  to  tins  sulnectF 
Oei  coastltations  of  goremment  hare  deelued  that 
all  nea  are  botn  free  and  equal,  and  hare  certain 
onaBsaable  rif^ts,  among  wfalsh  are  the  right  of  en- 
joying their  Una,  liberty,  and  propertf,  and  aeeldug 
and  obtaimng  tfitir  own  sulsty  and  hamdness. 
Hay  not  the  miaerable  African  ask,  *  Am  I  not  a 
man  and  a  brother  f  We  boast  of  our  noblo 
■trength  against  the  encroachments  of  tyraony,  but 
do  we  fbiget  that  It  asaamed  the  mUdeat  form  in 
which  authority  eier  assuled  the  rights,  and  yet 
there  are  men,  amongst  us  who  think  it  no  wrong 
to  condemn  the  shivering  negro  to  perpetoa]  bUt- 


"WebelieTe  In  theChrisdan  religion, 
manda  na  to  have  good  will  to  all  men;  to 
neighbors  m  ourselTes,  and  to  do  unto  all  n 
wonldthey  dionld  doontoos.    It  declarei 


all  the  consolations  of  religion 
of  all  the  rational  creation,  they  seem  to  think,  Is  t« 
be  at  once  accountable  for  his  actions,  and  yet  his 
actions  are  not  to  be  at  his  own  disposal  (  bat  Ul 
mind,  his  body,  and  Ms  GMlings  are  to  be  sold  to 
perpetual  bondage." 

We  will  take  the  case  of  slavery  then  ss  Qi6 
probable,  and  in  the  event  of  tbe  sueoesa  of 
certain  designs  now  on  foot,  as  the  certdu  one, 
on  which  tlie  new  doctrine  of  Judicial  Bapremacy 
over  the  States  may  be  tried.  The  case  of  tha 
Georsia  Oherokees  is  a  more  proximate,  and 
may  be  a  precedent  one ;  hot  ss  no  intimation 
of  the  poBsible  dedaion  of  the  oonrt  in  that 
case  has  been  given,  I  shall  pretermit  it,  and 
limit  myself  to  the  Blsvery  case,  in  which  the 
dedaration  of  Mr.  King,  and  the  charge  of  one 
of  the  jnd^  leaves  me  at  liberty  to  enter, 
withont  gnilt  of  intmsion,  into  that  tanetan 
laneCorum  of  thejodiciary — the  privy  chamber 
of  the  Judges — tne  door  of  which  has  bees 
flong  wide  open.  Let  ns  sappose  then  that  a 
law  of  Confess  passes,  declaring  that  slavery 
does  not  exist  in  the  United  States — that  the 
Ststes  south  of  the  Potomac  and  Ohio,  wiUi 
Hlssoori  from  the  West  of  the  MissiEsippi,  deny 
the  coastitationality  of  the  law — that  the  Sn- 
premc  Court  takes  cogniiuince  of  the  denial — 
commands  the  refractory  States  to  ^pear  at 
its  bar — decides  in  favor  of  the  law  of  Congress, 


What  nextf  Either  acqniescence  or  resistance, 
on  the  part  of  the  slave  States.  Acqaiescooce 
involves,  on  the  part  of  the  States  towards 
this  conrt^  a  practical  eiempMcation  of  the 
old  slavish  doctrines  of  passive  obedience  and 
non-reaistance  which  the  Sscheverells  of 
Queen  Anne's  time  preached  and  proroolgated 
in  favor  of  the  King  against  the  subject ;  with 
all  the  mischief,  superadded,  of  turning  loose 
two  millions  of  slaves  here,  as  the  French  Na- 
tional Convention  and  their  agents,  SanChonax 
and  La  Croix,  had  turned  loose  the  staves  of 
the  West  India  islands.  Besistance  incurs  ell 
the  gnilt  of  treason  and  rebellion ;  draws  down 
upon  the  devot«d  States  the  troops  and  fanatioa 
of  the  Federal  Government;  arms  all  the  negroes 
according  to  the  principle  declared  in  D'AulA- 
rive's  case,  and  calls  in,  by  way  of  attending  to 
the  women  and  children,  the  knife  and  ths 
hatchet  of  those  Geor^a  Gherokees  which  it  ia 
DOW  the  organized  policy  of  a  political  party  to 
retain,  aai  maintain,  in  the  bosom  of  tha 
South. 

TaDBanaT,  Febnuuy  4. 

Indian  Agmeia. 

The  bill  antLoriziug  tha  Preddent  of  Um 
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United  SUtea  to  divide  Indisn  agendes  in  oert^ 
oases  was  read  the  second  time ;  when 

lb.  Wsm,  the  Chairmiui  of  the  Committee 
on  Indi&n  Aff^rs,  said,  that  the  bill  originated 
from  areaolntioD  submitted  by  the  Senator  from 
IObsoqH,  (Mr  Bxntoh,)  and  was  framed  bj  tbe 
oommitCee  after  an  ezamiuaUon  into  the  sobjoct, 
together  with  snoh  infonnstion  as  the  commit- 
tee had  before  them.  The  bill  oontained  noth- 
ing which  would  compel  the  President  to 
divide  any  of  the  Indian  agencies;  it  merely 
provided  that  he  might  do  it,  when  the  public 
good,  and  the  convemence  and  comfort  of  the 
agents  themselves  might,  in  his  opinion,  reqnire 
it;  there  being  no  additional  eroense  crested 
by  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  tne  comp^isa- 
lion  now  given  to  one  agent  was  to  be  divided 
when  the  agency  was  ^vided.  It  appeared  to 
the  committee  that  many  of  the  Indian  tribes 
were  divided  into  different  bands,  rending  at 
remote  points  from  each  other,  and  the  conse- 
quence waa,  that  the  agents  for  snch  tribes, 
aeleoting  their  own  places  of  residence,  either 
located  themselves  in  one  of  the  frontier  towni 
or  resided  with  one  of  the  separate  bauds,  and 
thns  the  bnsinaas  of  the  Government  conld  not 
be  as  well  transacted  as  if  the  agent  had  all 
the  Indians  nuder  his  care,  placed  Immediately 
within  his  own  view.  If  the  agent  selected  the 
town  of  one  of  the  bands  l>elongiiig  to  the  tribe 
placed  under  his  soperintendence,  for  his  place 
of  residence,  iusteaa  of  the  other,  Jealoodes  and 
beart-bnroinKs  were  engendered  ;  and  the  band 
tLal  believed  itself  to  be  neglected  were  too  apt 
to  accuse  him  of  partiality  and  i^jostice.  In 
some  instances,  agents  had  two  distinct  tribes 
placed  nnder  their  saperintendence,  and  thns  a 
greater  inconvenience  was  created  than  where 
one  tribe  was  divided  into  two  bauds.  Under 
every  view  which  the  committee  had  been  able 
to  take  of  the  sabject,  they  were  of  opinion 
that  the  adoption  of  the  measnre  proposed  in 
the  bill  woold  be  productive  of  mndi  good, 
withoat  the  possibility  of  any  disadvantage  re- 
•nlting  from  it. 

Hr.  Bastoh  Bud  that,  from  the  information 
he  bad  received  from  those  who  had  been  em- 

Jiloyed  among  the  Indians,  and  who  had,  there- 
bre,  an  ample  opportnnity  of  lodging  of  the 
policy  of  the  proposed  measnre,  ne  was  inclined 
to  Uie  opinion  that  it  was  a  bad  one.  He 
thongbt  it  impolitic  to  create  farther  division 
of  the  Indian  tril>es  by  extending  etatntory  dis- 
oretdon  to  the  Exeootive  of  the  United  States. 
One  of  the  greatest  evils  which  now  afflicts  the 
Indian  tribes,  may  be  traced  to  the  ambition, 
divisions,  and  dissenmons,  of  petty  chiefe,  who 
claimed  distinctions,  presents,  and  power,  from 
their  respective  tribes.  Mr.  B.  stated  that  the 
more  closely  the  Indians  were  brought  together 
in  their  relations  with  the  General  Government 
the  better :  for  the  experience  of  those  engaged 
In  Indian  affairs  proves  that  consolidation  is 
much  more  desirable  than  separation.  The 
latter  enoonraged  that  ambitions  spirit  bv 
which  the  Government  waa  already  too  maofa 
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harBBsed ;  the  disimion  of  nnal]  obiefi^  fornring 
separate  bands  to  promoto  their  own  evil  por- 
poses.  Each  of  these  wished  to  be  head  ofhit 
littie  band ;  and  this  may  bo  considered  one  of 
the  greatest  evils  which  the  Indians  and  the 
Qoverament  had  to  contend  with.  Dndn 
these  views  he  had  come  to  the  conclnsioa  that 
it  would  be  better  to  consolidate  the  lodtuu, 
than  to  pass  a  law  by  whicb  they  would  be 
separated.  The  truth  is,  sud  Mr.  fi.,  a  general 
complaint  has  long  prevuled  aguiut  our  In- 
dian agenta.  Inst^  of  living  with  the  tribe 
or  nation  for  which  they  are  ^ipointed  sgoi^ 
they  settle  themselves  in  one  t^  our  freatJH' 
towns,  at  a  great  distance  from  many  of  thou 
Indians  who  have  to  transact  buNU«ea  with 
them.  This  evil,  Mr.  B.  thought,  would  be  in- 
creased by  the  proposed  law ;  as  it  waa  not  to 
be  supposed  that  an  agent  conid  bestow  aa  modi 
attention  to  the  business  when  the  compeoM- 
tion  is  to  be  BO  reduced,  as  he  would  devote 
when  receiving  a  more  liberal  salary.  The 
President,  under  the  operation  of  the  lav,  will 
be  constanUy  harassed  with  the  broils  of  little 
chiefs  and  petty  agents. 

Mr.  White  replied  that  he  thought,  with  the 
Senator  from  Hisaoori,  (Mr.  Babtox,)  that  tbe 
soundest  policy  would  be  to  porsae  tiat  coune 
which  tended  to  concentrate  the  in^viduili 
belonging  to  the  some  tribe  of  Indisus,  in 
preference  to  permitting  them  to  be  divided  in 
various  bands;  and  ho  wbb  inclined  to  think 
that  the  adoption  of  the  measure  befbn  th« 
Senate  would  produce  a  result  oontruy  to  thst 
apprehended  fay  the  Senator  from  Usaonri, 
(Afr.  Bueron,)  who  had  last  addrened  the  Sen- 
ate. Under  the  present  Btat«  of  things,  it 
might  be  the  policy  of  individoals  residing  with 
the  Indian  tnbes  (consulting  their  own  eoni- 
forts)  to  encourage  their  division  into  ^utintt 
bands,  aa  they  would,  in  auoh  case,  be  fsre  cf 
finding  an  apology  for  residing  with  ndtber  nb- 
divisions  of  the  tribe;  while,ontheother)iiti4i 
if  the  bill  shonld  paas,  they  woold  find  it  their 
interest  to  prevent  any  separation  of  tiie  tribe 
nnder  their  care ;  knowing  that,  if  the  Fka' 
dent  did  divide  the  agency,  he  would  divide, 
also,  the  emoluments  attached  to  it.  It  "S 
highly  probable  that,  if  the  Indian  agents  them- 
selvee  were  consulted,  a  variety  of  ofioknt 
wonld  be  received  from  them  in  relation  to  the 
measure ;  some  would  believe  it  would  prodnM 
much  good,  whileotherswonldbeof  acootrn? 
opinion.  Take,  for  instance,  the  esse  of  the 
Ohippewaa,  who  were  divided  into  three  hsnib ; 
one  of  which  had,  when  necessary  to  transact  lU 
buaneas  with  the  Indian  agent,  to  travel  ■  «»■ 
siderable  distance,  and  through  the  borden  of 
the  country  of  the  Sioni,  with  whom  th^ 
were  frequentiy  at  war:  a  division  of  t™ 
agency,  therefore,  in  this  case  at  least,  wonJd 
tend  to  prevent  ooUision,  and  perti^w  blo^- 
shed.  Under  all  these  carcumstanccs,  Kr.  n. 
was  of  opinion  that  placing  the  poww  pn>- 
posed  by  the  biU  in  the  hands  a  the  ?naAaA, 
would  be  the  means,  not  only  of  prondnig 
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agsinst  ^somon  among  tbe  IndUns  thamselves, 
bat  of  maUng  it  the  interest  of  Uie  agents  to 
nse  sll  the  inflnenoe  tbej  might  poetesH  to  dia- 
eoorue  discord,  and  of  takm^  away  anj  ez- 
eoM  tney  might  have  for  residuig  at  a  dirtanoe 
Iiwa  the  tribes  plsoed  under  their  mperintend- 
ence.  He  (Hr.  W.)  had  no  pereonal  lnt«r- 
oonrse,  it  was  true,  with  tboee  tribes  which 
wera  to  be  affected  by  tlie  bill;  gentJei 
who  tived  nearer  donbtless  possessed  more 
formation  in  relation  to  them  than  he  did ;  bnt 
he  h^d  wen  letters  fhnn  several  Indian  agenta, 
reeominenduig  the  mMmre  now  nnder  duooa^ 
wm,  thonjg^  tnexenUeman  from  Uiasoari  mighl 
hara  rea«iTed  iniormatioa  of  s  contrary  nature  ^ 
■nd  from  these  and  other  information  which 
had  been  before  the  o(wunittee,  he  was  perfeotly 
Mtisfied  witli  its  expediency. 

Ur.  Bnraov  obaarred  that  It  was,  perhms, 
tmnecesBary  for  him  to  say  any  tiling  on  uie 
nbject,  after  the  explanation  that  had  been 

S'  Fen  by  the  cbainnan  of  the  Committee  on 
dian  Affairs,  (Mr.  White.)  Mr.  B.  asid  that 
tbero  was  no  donbt  bnt  agents  would  be  op- 
posed to  the  present  arrangement;  that  they 
were  oppoaed  to  living  among  the  Indian  tribes, 
rndtMswasoneoft^ereateetcanaeaof  jealonsy 
indhstred.  One  band  of  the  Osages  separated 
from  their  nation  on  the  last  day  of  iM^ving 
the  donatioa,  ^larging  the  agent  with  putiality. 
Irilii  of  a  Bimlar  character  were  constantly  oc- 
euTinff;  besides,  one  tribe,  in  pasnng  to  and 
from  t£e  agency,  comes  in  oollisifm  with  another 
tribe,  and  thus  irritations  and  qoarrels  were 
continaed.  He,  Hr,  B.,  knew  of  no  plan  by 
which  these  erils  would  be  more  effectually 
prevented  than  by  the  (roeration  of  the  proposed 
measora.  He  observed  that  the  bill  does  not 
■otborize  the  President  to  divide  the  Indian 
tribes,  bnt  merely,  when  a  division  already 
ezista,  to  appoint  a  separate  agenL  He  thought 
that  a  division  of  aauxj  coireaponding  with  tbe 
division  of  lal>or  woold  have  a  salutary  ten- 
dency, both  with  regard  to  the  Indians  them- 
selves, and  the  agents  ^)pointed  to  r^nlate 
their  ooneema. 

The  bin  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and  read  a  third  time— yeas  80,  naya  9. 

Uon>^T,  February  8. 
JTr.  RoCt  Biaokition — NaUyUation. 
Mr.  Bowui  said :  The  epithet  of  snpr^nacy, 
which  is  so  nnoeaaingly  applied  to  the  court,  is 
calculated  to  swell  uie  volnme  c^  th^  power, 
[q  the  iri'B'^s  of  tlie  unthinking.  Its  supremacy 
is  entirely  relative,  and  Importa  only  that  ap- 
pellate Mid  eorreclaTe  jurisdiction  which  it 
may  ezerdse  over  the  mbordinate  ooorta.of  the 
Oeneral  Goveniment  The  qipellate  court  of 
every  State  is  jost  as  snpreme  as  it  is;  and  in 
tii«  some  way,  ud  for  the  some  reasons.  It  is 
not  supreme  in  reference  to  the  other  depart- 
ments of  the  Oovemment ;  nor  has  it  any  sn- 
premacy  in  reference  to  the  States ;  and  yet  the 
gmtiemaa  (Mr.  Wxbmxk)  will  have  it  toot  tlUs 


Sopreme  Court,  which  derives  its  tiUe  of  an 
premacy  from  its  control  over  the  proceedings 
of  inferior  judicual  tribunals,  shall  control  and 
restrain  the  Snpreme  Courts  of  the  Btatea,  and 
the  States  themselves.  That  themere  modieom 
of  jndidal  power  which  they  are  permitted  by 
the  States  to  exercise,  shall  be  exerted  to  control 
them  in  the  exercise  of  their  sovereign  power. 

Sir,  I  deny  that  it  was  the  intention  of  the 
States,  in  the  fbrmation  of  the  conatitntion,  to 
invest  that  tribunal  with  the  power  of  doing  any 
political  act  whatever.  The  power  accorded  to 
that  court  was  pnrely  indicia],  and  wa?  intend- 
ed to  be  so.  If  it  had  been  intended  that  the^ 
should  exercise  the  political  power,  which  ta 
not  asserted  tm  them,  its  exercise  would  have 
been  anbjeoted  to  some  ohec^  to  some  respon- 
sibility. It  cannot  be  reasonably  supposed 
that,  after  siit{}eoting  tbe  exerdse  of  political 
power  by  all  the  other  functions  of  the  Govern- 
ment, to  judioiona  and  well-devised  checks,  it 
was  intended  to  snlyect  all  to  the  nncheoked 
and  iireBponaible  power  of  this  conrt.  But, 
upon  this  point,  I  nave  given  my  opinions  in  a 
previoiw  part  of  my  argument.  I  most,  how- 
ever, be  permitted  to  say,  that  the  judges,  in 
the  States,  as  well  as  in  the  General  Govern- 
ment, even  in  reference  to  the  exercise  of  their 
mere  judicial  powera,  are  left  by  the  constitu- 
tions dangeroasly  irren>onsibIe.  The  independ- 
ence of  the  Judiciary  has.  in  my  opinion,  been 
greatly  misconceived.  Sir,  the  true  independ- 
enoe  ot  the  Judges  consists  in  tlieir  dependence 
upon,  and  req>ontibility  to,  the  people.  The 
soreat  exempticm  from  dependence  upon  any  is 
independence  upon  aU.  In  free  governments, 
we  have  nothing  more  stable  than  the  will  ot 
the  people.  To  be  independent  of  that,  is  to  rebd 
against  the  prindples  of  fr^e  govommenL  It  is 
B  dependence  npon,  and  a  oonsoions  responsi- 
bility to,  the  will  of  the  people,  that  will  best  se- 
cnre  the  jndge  frixn  local,  partial,  and  personal 
influenoe&  Bnt  on  what  principle  should  those 
wbo  administer  the  laws  be  less  responsible  to 
the  people  tlian  those  who  make  them  I  The 
laws  operate  aa  ihej  are  ezpoonded,  not  aa  they 
are  made.  It  is  In  the  exposition  of  them  that 
they  op^Me  oppressively ;  and  all  responsibility 
is  to  secure  against  oppression.  Bnt  there  can 
be  no  oppression,  or  scarcely  any,  withont  the 
consent  of  the  Judges.  The  Judges  are  irrespon- 
sible, and  the  people  are  everywnere  oppressed  I 
Bat  I  hold  it  to  be  nmversally  true  that  all 
poww  which  may  be  irresponsibly  eierciaed, 
will  be  exercised  oppressively.  It  has  always 
been  so;  it  alw^v  will  be  so;  for  the  jndgea 
are  bnt  men. 

Bat  to  return  to  the  judges  of  the  Supreme 
OodtL  Tbey  are  antiiorizad  "totakejnnsdio- 
tlon  (^  all  eanses  in  law  sad  eqmty,  ariung  onder 
the  conatitntion,  laws  of  Oongress,  and  treaties 
made  pursuant  to  it ; "  and  that  conatitntion, 
together  with  the  treidieB,  and  the  laws  of  Oon- 
gress made  pursuant  to  iV>re  to  be  tbe  "  su- 
preme law  of  the  laud."  This  is  their  power ; 
and  tiuB  the  Gharacter  and  force  of  the  oonsti- 
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tntjon,  lawB  of  Oongrese,  uid  treaties.  Now, 
mppose  there  shall  exist,  between  two  of  the 
States,  a  diBpiit«  as  to  territorial  boimdarj,  and 
the  Oongreas  ahall  pass  a  law  giving  the  dis- 
pat«d  territorj  to  one  of  the  oontendiog  States ; 
And  aoppose  tlie  jodges  shall  affirm  the  validity 
of  thii  law ;  mnst  the  State  whose  territory  has 
been  tbna  invaded  and  talen  Arom  it  bj  Ooni 
submit  to  the  deoisioi  ''  ~ 

rebellion?    Is  that  to  .  .     . 

tioa  of  the  genQeman's  doctrine  t  Or,  eoppose 
the  territorial  boundary  of  any  one  of  tJie  Statea 
shall  be  altered  bj  treatj,  and  a  portion  of  its 
territorj  transferred  to  a  foreign  power,  and 
the  Bnpreme  Oomt  were  to  deoide  that  tbe 
treaty  was  constitutional,  nrnat  the  State  thus 
dismembered  acquiesce,  or  bj  reaiatiDg,  be 
denonnced  as  a  rebel  t  Ana  would  the  gentle- 
man assert  tibst  this  operation  was  merely  im- 
poring  a  salntar^  restraint  npon  State  sovereign- 
ty? How,  sir,  I  deny  that  the  power  to 
declare  a  law  of  Congress,  or  of  any  of  tbe 
State^  nnconstitational,  was  ever  conferred,  or 
intended  to  be  conferred,  npon  tbe  Jndiciary  of 
any  of  the  States,  or  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, as  A  direct  Bubatantive  power.  The  ex- 
ercise of  this  power  is  incidental  to  the  exendse 
of  the  mere  jndicial  power  which  was  conferred. 
The  validitj  of  a  law,  inTolved  by  a  case,  mar 
be  incidentally  deoid&d,  in  deciding  the  law  and 
Jnstice  of  the  case,  fint  tbe  docision  mnst  be 
made  with  an  eje  to  the  law  and  jnstioe  of  the 
case,  and  not  in  reference  to  t^e  jnst  or  n^jost 
exercise  of  the  lenslatjve  power  which  was  ex- 
erted in  making  uie  law.  Not  in  the  view  to 
check,  control  or  restrun  the  legislative  power. 
It  most  be  given  ia  the  exercise  of  merely  a 
Judicial,  and  not  of  politdoal  power. 

Tbos  exercising  its  Jurisdiction,  the  court 
would  command  tne  re^>eot  abd  confidence  of 
the  people  as  ajndicial  tribunal.  Bnt  when  it 
merges  its  appropriate  indicia],  in  an  assnmed 
political  character ;  wnen  it  exchanges  its 
ermine  for  tbe  woolsack  and  the  mace,  and 
asaerta  its  right  to  fanpose  restraints  npon  the 
sovereignty  of  the  States,  it  shoold  be  treated 
as  a  nsarper,  and  driven  back  by  the  States 
within  its  appropriate  Jndioial  sphere.  It  is 
dae  from  the  States  to  their  own  self-respect, 
and  tbe  Jnat  rights  of  their  citizens,  to  assert 
that  they  are  competent  to  decide  npon  every 
qnestiDn  involving  tbrir  own  sovereignty ;  and 
uat,  to  neglect  to  maintain  it,  would  be  to  re- 
nounce tbe  character  In  which  they  formed  the 
oonstitntional  compact  of  union.  That  the 
maintenance  <rf  its  own  loverdgnty  nnimpdred, 
by  each  of  the  States,  ii  essential  to  the  liberty 
cS  tbe  people,  and  to  tbe  preservation  of  the 
Union,  and  that  to  submit  thdr  •overeignl?  to 
Oi6  control  of  the  Judiciary,  would  be  to  sob- 
■titute  a  indicia]  oligaroby  for  the  tree  institu- 
tions employed  for  sotf-govemment  by  the  people. 

All  the  purposes  for  which  civil  society  was 
Instituted  would  be  defeated  in  the  control  of 
tbe  States  by  the  Jodidary.  Nothing  less  than 
aorereign  power  ia  oompetent  to  tbe  maoage- 


ABBIDQMENT  OP  THB 

JTr.  Ibafi  Raolntiim—yiialJIcatim. 


[Fbbuxt,  ISSOl 


ment  of  tbe  _,  . 

less  was  pledged  by  the  Statea,  ii 
compact,  ior  the  protection  of  ibe  people.  The 
State  cannot  redeem  this  pledge,  if  it  aball  be 
controlled  by  the  Judiciary,  The  Judiciary  will 
govern,  and  not  the  State :  for  that  power  that 
governs  those  who  govern,  governs  those  wbo 
are  governed  ;  and  now  can  a  State  protect  its 
citizens  from  oppression,  if  it  is  itself  liable  to 
be  oppressed  by  their  oppressor)  So  that  a 
State  Is  under  a  political  necessity  to  vindicate 
its  sovereignty  from  any  salutary  restraints 
which  the  Supreme  Oonrt  may  attempt  to  infiiet 
npon  It,  by  renstance,  tw  whatever  me«na  it  may. 
For  security  against  oppression  from  abroad, 
we  look  to  the  eovertign  power  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  exerted  according  to  the  oompect 
of  union ;  for  security  against  oppreeuon  frou 
within,  or  domestic  oppreaidon,  we  look  to 
the  sovereign  power  or  the  State.  Now,  all 
sovereigns  are  equal:  the  sovereignty  of  the 
State  is  equal  to  that  of  the  Union :  for  tbe 
sovereignty  of  each  is  but  a  mors]  person.  Iltat 
of  the  State  and  that  trf  the  Union  are  each  a 
moral  person,  and  In  that  respect  precisely 
equal.  In  physical  force,  the  latter  greatly 
transcends  the  former;  but,  in  essential  aov- 
ereigoty,  tbey  are  not  only  naturally  bat  neces- 
sarily equal:  Just  as  the  sovereign^  of  tbe 
State  of  Delaware  is  eonal  to  tbat  of  New 
York,  or  of  Buseia,  thongn  Ute  physical  power 
of  those  soverei^dee  are  vastly  different. 

The  unrestrained  exercise  of  the  eoTereigii 
power  of  the  Union  is  necessary  to  all  the  pur- 
poses of  the  Union ;  and  is  it  not  as  neoeasary 
that  the  sovereign  power  of  the  Btat«  abonld 
be  unrestrained,  as  to  all  domestic  purposesl 
and  can  any  reason  l>e  assigned  why  the  lattw, 
more  than  the  fbrmer,  etaomd  be  restrmned  by 
the  Supreme  Oonrt  t  No  reason  can  ejdttfor 
the  reatradnt  of  tbe  rae,  that  does  not  eonuUy 
^tply  to  the  othN.  But,  in  bnth,  the  iaea  of 
eontrolllDg  a  aovere^  State  ia  so  tnoonoeivaUe 
that  I  do  not  know  in  what  terms  to  combat  iL 
I  mnst  ha  Indulged  in  scane  ftuther  Inquiries 
relation  to  the  unfibiesa  of  tbe  Judges  oi  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  for  the  exercise  of  this  ocmtrol- 
]in{f  power  over  the  sover^gntj  of  tbe  States 
which  the  Senator  from  Massachusetts  baa  as- 
serted for  tbem.  Wbat  is  there  belonging  to 
that  court  which  can,  in  the  contemplation  of 
sober  reason,  entitle  it  to  tbe  exeroiae  of  that 
transcendent  and  all-absorbing  power!  Are 
tbcjndfles  peculiarly  gifted,  and  exempt  tna 
the  fradtiee  incident  to  hnman  natoret    Are 


guard  in  thur  constitutions  I  On  the  contraiy, 
are  tbey  not,  will  they  not  always  be,  sul^ect 
to  those  impulses  of  ambition,  those  prqjndke* 
and  partiaUties,  which  are  uniformly  dimlayed 
by  those  who  are  at  all  concerned  in  the  diacas- 
oiMi  or  deoiriim  of  political  qoestionat  I  have 
'    tbe  prawut  incnmbeata;  thar 
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are,  some  of  tbem,  talented,  and  all  rwp«otable 
men ;  thay  have  my  respect,  and  if  they  poa- 
•Msed  the  power  of  oontroUing  sovereigDa,  they 
onght  to  be  worshipped,  beoaoae  their  likenesa 
baa  never  existed  beneath  the  ann.  Bat  I 
would  aak  agun,  if  any  reaaonable  nuoi  can 
■nppoM  that  Uiere  la  more  safetr  to  the  liKhts 
of  the  TTnioD,  or  of  the  Btatea,  in  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  the  seven  men  who  compose 
that  court,  than  in  the  wisdom  and  patriotism 
of  the  milUon  and  a  half  of  people  who  com- 
pose the  State  of  New  York,  or  even  the  fifty 
IX  sixty  thousand  who  compose  the  little  State 
o(  DeUwue  f  Most  tlie  sarmg  of  the  wise  man 
be  rareraed  in  favor  of  uat  court!  Is  it  no 
ItNiger  tme  that  "  there  ia  safe^  in  a  mnltdtnde 
ofcoanaelt" 

Doea  the  gentleman  pretend  to  have  dia- 
eovered  that  the  converse  of  the  proposiUoa  is 
true  t  I  am  anre  that  be  will  prefbr  no  snob 
^ona  for  it  has  been  long  the  known 
.  of  aristoorata,  of  monardia,  and  of  des- 
With  them,  it  baa  been,  and  alwi^  will 
De,  a  cherished  truth,  a  tnitb  sustained  by  their 
TOtarfea,  and  raforced  by  themselves,  at  all 
(ames,  and  everywhere.  The  moDarcn  who 
prodftimed  that  "  there  waa  aafety  in  a  mnlti- 
tode  of  oounsel,"  did  not  himself  act  oj^n  the 
principle  which  he  avowed.  This  princti>le,  so 
dear  to  r^ublics,  was  asserted  under  the  inspi- 
ration  of  that  wisdom  which  distmgtiiaiied  uie 
raonarcb  of  Judea  bom  all  other  men,  of  that 
wiadom  which  is  from  above.  May  I  not  con- 
^  clnde,  then,  that  no  argnment  in  favor  of  the 
power  assert»d  for  that  court  can  justly  be 
drawn  &om  tbe  pancity  of  its  numbers  1  and 
that  every  argnment  which  can  be  drawn  from 
the  Dumber  of  tbe  Judges  is  against  confiding  to 
thton  a  control  over  the  Btatest  Bir,  if  we 
refer  to  what  may  always  be  aupposed  to  be 
the  wisdom,  purity,  and  patriotism  of  the  judges 
of  that  court,  we  cannot  suppose  that  there 
win  ever  be  a  time  when  even  the  smalleat 
State  in  the  Union  will  not  have,  engaged  in 
administering  its  Government,  a  much  greater 
number  of  men,  any  of  whom  will,  in  these  re- 
spects, b«  the  eqnsja  of  the  Judges.  They  will 
not  only  be  their  equals  in  patriotism,  InteUi- 
RUkoe,  and  integri^,  but  greatiy  their  superiors 
m  an  intimate  practical  acquaintance  with  the 
otm^tion  of  the  people,  their  babita,  manners, 
coatoms,  wants,  and  enjoyments.  And,  in  ad- 
dition to  these,  there  vill  always  be  in  the 
Btata  a  great  many  oitizens,  as  enUghtened  and 
aa  pare  aa  either  of  the  judges,  or  the  State 
fimotionaii^  whose  vigilance  will  be  employed 
ia  ebacking  the  offidala,  and  reatrvning  them 
witUn  Hie  ^there  of  thrir  duty. 

And,  let  me  ask,  if  the  MiUghtened  fiinction- 
arlea  of  the  State,  and  ita  enlightened  dtizena, 
will  not  always  be  as  muoh  mterasted  in  tbe 
oorrect  administration  of  the   Governments, 


in  the  hajnriiieaa  of  the  peo- 
etoity  and  prosperity  of  the 
le  judges  can  be  supposed  to 


bet    By  what  reason,  then,  can  it  be  inpposed 


the  framers  of  the  conatitatiiaiweretnflneneed 
to  have  accorded  sut^  power  to  Uie  jndgeat 
It  is  not  expressly  given  in  the  oonstitntion: 
it  is  preenmed  to  have  been  (pven  by  implica- 
tion. Bot  bow  can  we  obtain  the  power  by 
implication  tram  that  instnunent,  nnleas  we  can 
reasonably  suppose  that  those  who  framed  it 
meant  to  confer  itt  Bot,  when  we  oonmder 
that  this  court  fbrms  one  department  of  tbe 
Government,  which  Government  ia  soppoeed  to 
have  encroached  upon  the  sover^gnty  of 
a  State,  can  we  beUeve  that  the  Stataa,  in 
forming  the  constitution,  intended  to  arm  the 
court  with  the  power  of  deciding  upon  the 
legitimacy  of  ita  own  encroachments  ?  with  the 
power  of  oonservatiug  ita  own  nsurpations  by 
Its  own  decisions  t  A  law  of  Oongress,  made 
in  pnrsnanoe  of  the  conatitotion,  ia  admitted, 
on  all  udea,  to  bo  anpreme,  and  will  be  acqol- 
eaoed  in  and  conformed  to  by  the  States.  The 
question  is,  whether  a  taw  in  violation  of  the 
constitution  Is  soprema,  or  can  be  made  so  by 
the  court  t  Whether  a  State  cannot  form  an 
opinion  aa  to  its  invalidity,  and  interpose  ita 
veto,  where  its  operation  goes  to  deprive  the 
State  of  its  sovereign  power?  I  contend  that 
neither  weakness  nor  idiocy  can  be  ascribed  to 
a  sovereign  State;  and,  therefore,  that  a  State 
may  both  think  and  act  in  the  mainteuanoe  of 
ils  sovereignty. 

Who  ever  before  thought  that  one  of  the 
partiea  to  a  contest  was  a  competent  Judge  of 
the  matter  in  dispute  t  For,  although  the  Gen- 
eral Government  was  no  party  to  the  constitu- 
tional compact  of  union — that  having  been  form- 
ed by  the  States,  who  are  tbe  only  partiea  to  it 
— yet  the  Government,  which  was  created  by 
that  compact,  when  it  encroaches  npoo  the 
sovereign  power  of  a  State,  may  JnsUy  be  oon- 
udered,  qvoad  the  dispate,  as  a  party  to  the 
contest  with  the  State,  and,  therefore,  unfit  to 
decide  the  matter  in  controversy.  The  ease, 
it  would  seem  to  me,  need  but  be  steted  to  se- 
cure, with  all  intelligent  men,  the  reprobation 
of  the  doctrine  contended  for  on  the  part  of  tbe 
court.  Ev«i  in  a  contest  between  school  chil- 
dren, about  their  toys,  or  their  amnsementa, 
neither  wiU  agree  to  let  the  other  decide  the 
matter  in  dispnte.  Sir,  who  does  not  peroeive 
that  the  specification  of  tbe  powers  to  be  exer* 
clsed  by  tne  General  Oovemment  waa  entirely 
useless,  if  it  was  intended  that  those  who  were 
to  exercise  them  were  to  be  the  exclusive  and 
final  Judges  of  the  extent  and  Intimacy  of  their 


But  the  power  asserted  for  the  court,  by  the 
honorable  Senator,  ia  unreasonable  in  other 
views.  It,  then,  those  who  formed  the  oonsti- 
tntion had  intended  to  Invest  tiiistribnnal  with 
the  political  power  of  checking  and  regnlating  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  D«partments  of  the 
General  Government,  and  of  imponng  certain 
aalntary  reatrainta  upon  the  sovereignties  of 
the  States,  they  woold  not  only  have  eipreased 
that  intention,  but  would  have  adopted  and 
suited  the  fomu  of  the  oonstitotion  to  the  flill 
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and  effloient  ezerciBe  of  that  power.  Hbtb 
ibtij  done  so  t  This  qaestion  moat  be  anan 
in  the  ne^tive  bj  all  who  have  paid  the  Blight- 
cet  attention  to  the  apecificatiou  of  the  powers, 
allowed  to  be  ezenuaed  by  the  Qeneral  Oo^ 
ment,  and  to  the  powers  reserred  to  be  < 
oieed  bj  the  Stat«i.  Let  na  suppose  that  the 
House  of  RepreeentatiTes  were  to  refiite  to  per- 
mit the  membera,  or  a  portion  of  them,  from  a 
paitionlar  Bt^  to  take  their  eeata  in  the  le^ 
Wve  hall  of  Oongreaa ;  and  suppose  the  Senate 
were  to  do  the  tike,  in  relation  to  the  Senators 
from  any  one  of  the  Statee ;  or  that  an; 
of  the  Statea,  or  even  a  majority  of  them,  k 
to  rel^ise  to  elect  Senators  to  Congress,  or  that 
a  State  were  tii  make  a  treaty  with  a  for 
power  or  were  to  coin  money ;  or  let  ns 
pose,  mrther,  that  a  person  ohaiged  in  any 
of  tne  Statee  with  treason,  felony,  or  other 
crime,  were  to  flee  to  another,  and  that  other 
were  to  reftise,  opon  the  demand  of  the  Eieon- 
ttve  anthority  of  the  State  from  which  he  fied, 
to  delivM  bun  up,  to  be  removed  for  trial  to 
the  State  having  jorisdicliM)  of  the  crime :  bj 
what  forms  of  ue  constitatiDn  con  the  jndioial 
power  of  tlie  United  States  interfere  in  any  of 
these  cases,  or  in  a  hundred  others  which  mi^bt 
be  named  t  Sir,  this  mifhtj  State-conserving 
power  will  be  (bund,  wnen  eabjeoted  to  the 
ecmliny  of  reaaon,  to  oonsist  more  in  the  fancy 
of  those  who  are  derirons  to  see  one  aplendid 
central  KOvemment  snpply  the  place  of  the  sov- 
ereign States,  than  in  tlie  nature  and  genins  of 
our  Governments,  or  in  the  intention  of  the 
Btatea  in  fonninK  the  oonstitntioiud  compact 
of  nnicn.  And  t£e  great  error  whidi  lies  at 
the  root  of  this  monatrona  doctrine,  is  in  the 
crroneons  soppodtion  that  the  Btate^  when 
tbey  (i»med  the  constitntion,  divested  them- 
idvei  of;  uid  delegated  to,  the  General  Gov- 
ernment all  the  sovereign  power  whioh  maj 
be  ri^tly-  exercised  by  the  latter,  and  that  they 
are  lees  sovereign  by  so  mnoh  power  as  may  be 
thna  exercised.  Tlut  this  sovereign  power,  so 
delegated  by  the  conatltation,  is  mysterioosly 
lodged  in  that  instnmient,  and  exercised  by  the 
General  Goremment  in  rirtue  ot  that  lodgment 
Sir,  let  me.jnst  say  that  soverdgn  power  ia  an 
article  that  will  not  keep  cold.  Others  think 
that  this  power  abides  m  the  flnctionaries  of 
the  OovemmMit,  and  almoat  all  believe,  that, 
let  it  be  lodged  where  it  may,  it  is  ont  of  the 
Btatea  and  belongs  to  tbe  General  Govwnment 
That  those  who  formed  the  constitntion  cnt 
tbe  tovcrrignty  of  each  State  into  two  parts, 
and  gave  mnoh  the  largest  portion  to  the  Gen- 
eral Goveromcnt  I  nope  that  I  have,  in  a 
previoQB  part  of  my  argimient,  sQfflciently  re- 
fated  those  erroneons,  and,  as  I  think,  mis- 
ohievons  notions,  and  proved  that  sovereignty 
cannot  exist  in  a  divided  state ;  that  ita  nni^ 
and  its  lifa  are  inseparable ;  and  let  me  here 
add,  tiiat  yOQ  mi^t  as  well  divide  the  bnman 
will ;  we  can  conceive  of  ten  thonaand  diversi- 
ties of  its  operation,  but  we  cannot  conceive  of 
its  separatioa  into  parts,  neitiier  can  we  con- 


ceive of  the  separation  of  sovereignty.  It  is  tLe 
will  of  dvil  society ;  which  society  is  n  penoc 
whose  will,  in  all  its  modes  of  operation,  lik* 
the  will  of  a  homan  being,  cannot,  withoit 
destroying  the  person,  be  divided  or  separate! 
into  parcds;  for  then  it  wiU  be  extingoialie^ 
not  luvided. 

Bat,  T  may  be  asked,  to  what  tribnnal  I  wonld 
refer  a  qnestion,  involving  the  sovereign  power 
of  a  Stt^t  I  answer,  most  certaiDly  not  to 
tbe  Bssidlant  ot  that  power,  not  to  the  General 
Government,  wUoh  diall  have  nsniped  it,  and 
Mill  less  to  the  jndidal  departinent  of  that  Gov- 
ernment And  in  my  turn,  I  wonld  ask  to 
what  tribnnal  should  be  referred  an  encroach- 
ment by  the  Supreme  Conrt  apon  the  sovercizn 
power  of  a  State ;  for  that  court  can  not  ouy 
affirm  as  nnconstitntional  law,  which  assails 
the  sovereignty  of  a  State,  but  it  can,  by  oon- 
strootion,  (aa  we  have  in  too  many  instancea 
seen,)  give  an  unconstitutional  efficacy  to  a  per- 
fectly conetitnlional  law.  It  can,  as  we  have 
seen,  usorp  the  exercise  of  iMFislative  power, 
and  nndor  the  denominatdon  tn  roles  of  conrt, 
make  laws  under  which  the  dtizou  of  a  S(«te 
may  be  imprisoned  contrary  to  law.  Bar,  the 
Congreas  have  been  obliged  to  interpose  to  pre- 
vent the  exerrise  of  thiB*nsnrped  power  of  the 
Judges  over  tbe  citiaena  of  at  least  ooo  ot  the 
States;  I  mean  the  State  of  Eentocky.  And 
now,  BIT,  tbe  power  of  that  State  to  l^isJato 
over  its  own  soil,  awuts  opon  the  docket  the 
decision  of  that  tribunal. 

But  suppose  the  Congress,  instead  of  restrain- 
ing, aa  it  did,  the  Judges  of  that  court,  f^'om  in- 
carcerating the  ^tizens  under  color  of  their 
mles  of  court  and  contrary  to  the  laws  of  the 
State,  had  refused  to  interf'ere;  to  what  tribn- 
nal most  the  State  bave  appealed  fbr  the  pro- 
tection of  her  dtixens  against  lawteM  Incarcera- 
tion! The  honorable  Senator  would  say,  to 
tbe  Supreme  Conrt;  to  that  very  tribnnal 
which  had  ownmitted  the  outrage,  I  answer 
emphatioally,  no.  The  sovereign  power  of  the 
State  should  hare  been  exerted  for  the  protec- 
tion of  ita  own  citiicns.  It  can  and  onght  to 
refuse  to  the  oourt  the  oae  of  ita  prison^  for 
purposes  so  oppresnvc  to  its  citiMnn,  and 
Bubvendve  of  its  sovereign  power.  It  on^t  to 
exert  its  own  governmental  machinery  to  the 
extent  of  all  their  aptitudes,  and  ot  ita  own 
power,  to  protect  ita  own  oitiaenB  against^ 
gressions  so  lawless  and  so  enormoua. 

In  aoch  a  case,  the  State  shonld  ^q>eal  to  ita 
own  sovereign  power,  and  deddc  for  itsdfl 
Indeed,  in  every  case  involving  ita  eovermgnty, 
it  must  do  so,  or  renounce  its  sovereign  charac- 
ter. Whether  it  ahall  exert  its  self-protecting 
power,  throngh  the  organs  of  its  government, 
or  throu^  a  oonventmi,  or  by  what  otbtt 
means  it  may,  will  depend  upon  the  obarwter 
of  the  aggreasion.  Every  St^  most  speak  its 
will  through  ooe  or  the  other  of  thoee  mcdinma 
It  may  nse  the  former  or  employ  the  latter,  ac- 
cording to  its  own  opinI(»i  of  thrar  reiqiectivs 
fitness  for  the  nrgenoy. 
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And  -what,  7011  willaskme,  Till  be  the  result 
of  this  resistAQce  hj  a  State,  of  an  ODOonslita- 
tioDal  law  of  Congress  or  an  onconstitutioual 
dedsiOQ  of  the  Sopreme  Court  t  I  answer, 
that  the  first  result  will  be,  the  preservation  of 
the  Bover^gatj  of  the  State,  and  of  tbe  libertj 
of  its  citizens,  at  least  for  a  time.  The  next 
tesolt  will  be,  that  the  attention  of  the  people 
of  the  other  States  will  be  awakened  to  the 
aggression,  and  the  Congress,  or  the  Sapreme 
CoMt,  whichever  ahalt  have  been  tho  ag- 
gKmor,  will  be  driven  back,  into  the  sphere  of 
itg  l^tJmatT',  by  the  rebnlang  foroe  of  pnblio 
opinion.  Saoh  was  the  result  of  the  nulluying 
rcsolntiona  of  the  States  of  Virmnia  and  Keo- 
taekj,  in  relation  to  the  alien  and  sedition  laws. 
And  snch  was  the  rebuking  effect  of  pnblio 
opinion  in  relation  to  the  famous  otxnpensation 
Ur. 

Bnt  if  these  resnlta  should  not  follow,  700 
■sk  me  what  neit?  Most  the  State  forbear  to 
reaat  the  aggression  upon  her  sovereigntj,  and 
■ohniit  to  be  ghom  of  it  altogether  f  I  answer, 
no,  sir,  no ;  that  she  most  maintain  her  sov- 
ereignly bj  every  means  within  her  power. 
Bbe  is  good  for  nothing,  even  worse  than  Kood 
kr  nothing,  withont  it.  This,  yon  will  telTme, 
must  lead  to  civil  war.  To  war  between  the 
General  Government  and  the  reMsting  State. 
1  answer,  not  at  all,  unless  the  General  Gov- 
enuneot  shali  choose  to  consecrate  its  usnrpa- 
tions  by  the  blood  of  those  it  shall  have  at- 
tempted to  oppress.  And  if  tbe  States  shall  be 
ted,  by  i^prehenMoDS  of  that  kind,  to  submit 
to  enerxMoiunentB  upon  their  sovereignties,  they 
will  moat  certainly  not  remain  sovereigns  lonr. 
Fear  is  a  bad  counsellor,  of  even  an  iacuvidniu ; 
it  shoold  never  be  consulted  by  a  sovereign 
State. 

No,  mr.  it  is  in  the  power  of  Congress,  in- 
stead of  snedding  the  blood  of  the  citizena,  who 
ssMrt  the  sovereignty  of  their  State  and  reust 
its  prostration,  to  refer  the  question  to  an  in- 
Anitely  more  exalted  triban&l  than  the  Supreme 
Conrt.  I  mean  to  the  States  of  this  Union. 
They  formed  the  oonstitation ;  they  are  fit 
Jad^  of  qnestioos  involving  sovereignty,  being 
thanMilTes  sovereigna.  The  fifth  article  of  the 
eoDstitntion  provides  for  the  case.  It  rea^ 
thos :  "  The  Congress,  whenever  two-thirds  of 
both  HouBes  sh^deem  it  necessary  to  propose 
amendments  to  this  constitntion,  &c.,&o.,  which 
when  ratified  by  the  Legialatores  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  several  States,  or  by  conventions 
in  three-fonrths  thereof  (not  of  the  people  at 
'— i,  but  of  the  States,)  shall  be  valid,  to  all 


rhree-fourths  of  the  States  consti- 
tdte  the  angast  tribnnal  to  which  Congress  can 
refer  the  question.  To  this  tribnnal  the  State 
caa  hsve  no  objection,  because  it  was  created 
by  the  constitutional  compact;  because  the 
power  of  amending  the  constitntion  was  ac- 
corded to  it  in  that  compact 

I  state  the  case  thns :  The  powers  which  the 
States,  io  th^  oouBtitational  compact,  have 
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allowed  the  General  Government  to  exercise, 
are  special.  The  agents  of  the  United  States^ 
in  the  exercise  of  those  special  power^  have,  ss 
one  of  the  States  alleges,  transcended  their 
specific  limits,  and  infringed  upon  their  sover- 
eignty. The  State  resists  the  exercise  of  the 
power  of  which  it  compMns,  ss  nnsntborized 
by  any  stipulation  in  the  compact,  and  as  in- 
compatible with  its  own  rights  and  duties  as  a 
sovereign.  The  agents,  as  tnnctionaries  of  tbe 
General  Government,  say  that  the  exercise  of 
the  obnozioas  power  is  within  their  legitimate 
competency ;  bnt  rather  than  be  thought  fasti- 
diously nice,  or  perversely  obstinate,  modestly 
propose  that  the  Supreme  Court  shall  decide 
the  matter.  The  State  re}>UeB  that  it  cannot, 
withont  violating  every  principle  of  congmity 
and  self-reapect,  submit,  any  queatjon,  in  rela- 
tion to  its  own  sovereignty,  to  any  portion  of 
the  subalterns  of  the  States.  That  it  is  itself; 
in  virtue  of  its  sovereignty,  the^ndgeof  itsown 
rights,  and  bound  as  a  sovereign  to  maintun 
them.  That  while  a  sovereign  State  cannot 
decently  be  supposed  to  violate  the  clear  rights 
of  the  General  Government,  it  cannot  reason- 
ably be  required  to  surrender  its  own  obviotiB 
rights  to  die  assertion  of  dubions  powers  on 
the  port  of  that  Govenmient.  That  the  right 
of  sovereignty  in  the  State  is  clear  and  unques- 
tionable. Tliat  the  right,  under  the  alleged 
authority  of  which  its  sovereignty  has  been 
ass^ed,  if  it  exists  at  all,  must  exist  in  specific 
grant.  That  the  denial  of  its  legitimate  eziat- 
enoe  by  a  sovereign  State  ought  to  induce  tbe 
Gener^  Government  either  to  abstun  from 
exercising  it,  or  to  call  upon  the  States  to  re- 
move all  doubt  abont  its  legitimacy,  in  an 
amendment  to  the  constitntion,  by  tbe  concur- 
rent vote  of  three-fourths  of  their  number. 

Let  me  urge  that  this  reply  of  the  State  is 
very  reasonable,  infinitely  more  so  than  the 
proposition  on  the  part  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, to  which  it  is  made.  For  if  the  power  in 
question  does  not  exist  in  the  constitution,  and 
is  believed  to  be  necessary  for  any  of  the  great 
objects  of  the  Union,  the  States  will,  by  an 
amendment  to  the  constitntion,  accord  its  exer- 
cise to  the  General  Government.  Or  if  ita 
existence  in  the  constitntion  is  dubious,  they 
will,  by  an  amendment  couched  in  explicit 
terras,  remove  all  doubt;  and  thus,  sir,  the 
Government  will  avoid  the  tumult,  confusion, 
and,  perhaps,  bloodshed,  which  might  be  con- 
nected with  any  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
General  Government  to  divest  a  State  of  ita 
sovereignty,  and  subdue  it  by  force  into  vas- 
salage This  is  tbe  course  which  the  General 
Government  oughttotakeinaqneation between 
itself  and  a  sovereign  Stete,  in  relation  to  the 
sovereignty  of  the  latter,  and  the  legitimacy  of 
Ihe  power  exerted  by  itseli^  in  derogation  of 
that  sovereignty, 

I  say  that  Congress  should  take  this  course — 
that  Congress  shonld  make  the  appeal  to  tbe 
tribunal  of  the  States,  because  it  claima  to  ex- 
ercise a  special  power,  and  reason  requires  that^ 
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when  the  eziatenoe  of  the  ^wer,  or  the  leipti- 
mac7  of  its  exercise,  isqaestionedDjasoTereign 
Btate,  it  aho^d  be  able  to  show  its  authority 
free  from  all  doabt.  It  is  npon  raUonal  princi- 
ple that,  in  all  Govermnento,  courts  of  special 
andlimitedJuTisdiotion  are  required  to  aeoom- 
pauy  their  acts  with  the  anthoritj  by  which 
the;  were  done;  and  their  doings,  itnless  their 
power  to  act  is  dearly  shown,  ore  oonwdered 
as  lawless  and  void.  Sir,  this  principle  limits 
the  exercise  of  all  epecial  powers,  whether 
legialAtive,  exeontive,  or  judicial.  A  common 
oorporation,  chartered  by  a  State,  mnst  be  able 
to  show  is  its  charter  an  explicit  anthority  for 
whatever  power  it  claims  to  exorcise,  and  ita 
acta  are  void,  nnlesa  its  power  to  do  them  is  ex- 
plicit^ granted  in  its  charter.  If  the  power 
under  which  it  claims  to  act  be  dnbionsj  in- 
stead of  pernsting  to  act,  it  mntrt  obtun  from 
the  Lei^slatnre  an  amendment  of  ita  charter,  or 
abandon  ita  olalm  to  the  power  of  acting  quoad. 
Now  all  the  reasons  which  apply  to  the  Boalleat 
corporation,  in  relation  to  its  chartered  powen^ 
apply  with  equal,  with  increased  force,  to  the 
GoTenunent  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the 
constitution,  its  charter.  It  is  a  atnpendona 
oorporaUon,  and  becomes  fearful  in  powers, 
when  it  claims  for  its  judicial  department  the 
exclusive  right  of  leguizing,  by  its  deciuona, 
the  enoroaohmenta  made  by  itself  upon  the 
Bovereignty  of  the  States.  The  constitntion  is 
its  charter.  Ita  powers  are  apeual  and  limited. 
To  be  safely  exercised,  they  mnst  be  confined 
within  the  clear  limits  of  the  charter.  If  those 
limits  may  be  transcended,  all  limitation  was 
nseleas.  If  dabious  powers  may  be  exercised 
and  enforced,  then  specificatioa  was  useless. 
It  is  upon  this  principle  that  officers  of  Qovem- 
ment,  before  they  can  do  any  official  act,  must 
exhibit  their  commissions  —  their  anthority. 
Ko  man  occupies  a  seat  In  this  body,  without 
having  exhibited  a  clear  title  to  it;  and  it 
might  as  reasonably  be  nrged  that  he  conid  take 
his  seat  by  force,  without  exhibiting  title,  or 
npon  a  donbtfiil  title,  as  thai  the  General  Gov- 
ernment shall  exert  by  force,  a  non-existing  or 
dnbious  power.  If  a  doabt  had  existed  in  the 
title  of  the  honorable  Senator  to  a  seat  in  this 
body,  he  wonld  have  to  go  back  and  set  his 
titl^so  amended  as  to  remove  all  doubt,  Defore 
he  could  occupy  his  seat.  So  the  Oongress,  in 
relation  to  the  exercise  of  even  a  donbtfnl  power, 
ahonld  go  back  to  the  States,  and  obtain,  by  an 
amendment  of  their  title,  a  removal  of  all  donbt 
as  to  its  legitimacy. 

But  another  reason  why  Congress,  and  not 
the  ii^ured  and  resisting  State,  ahonld  make  the 
appecJ  to  the  tribunal  of  the  States,  is,  that  an 
appeal  by  the  State  would  be  as  unavailing  as 
it  would  be  nnwise.  A  m^ority  of  the  Sutes 
have  passed  the  obnoxiona  and  ^oestionable 
law  complained  of  by  the  Btate.  The  State 
therefore  cannotniakethet4)[>eal^oientiy;  the 
Ooiuress  can.  The  State  cannot  do  more  tlian 
she  has  done.  She  must  only  poise  herself  npon 
her  aoverelgnty,  and  rerist  ita  prostration.  The 
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Congress  can  do  more.  It  can  appeal  to  and 
obtun  from  the  States  an  explicit  decinon  at 
the  question.  And  if  it  shall  fail  to  make  tba 
appeal,  and  obtun  the  decision  of  that  triba- 
nat  affirming  ita  power,  it  shall  decline  all 
further  attempts  to  exert  it.  Bnt  again,  the 
State  is  acknowledged  to  be  a  sovereign,  and  its 
sovereignty  is  acknowledged  to  be  neoesaary  to 
the  liberty  of  its  citizens,  and  its  own  exist- 
ence as  a  Btate.  Ita  power  is  primitive,  dear, 
and  certun.  That  of  the  Government  by 
which  it  is  assailed  is  derivative  and  doobtfti]; 
can  any  reasonable  man  say  that  the  former 
should  yield  to  the  latter,  npon  any  other  prin- 
ciple than  that  the  latter  is  as  abundant  in  force 
as  it  is  deficient  in  right  I  Reason  itself  wodM 
say,  that  the  natural  state  of  thinga  should  re- 
main unaltered,  nnlees  the  anthoritj  for  re- 
moving or  altering  them  shall  be  fall,  clear,  and 
le^timate. 

Throoghont  this  debate  the  Statea  hare  been 
treated  as  restlees,  qneruloua,  impatient,  disor- 
ganizing  beings.  It  seems  to  have  been  taken 
for  granted  that  they  are  either  too  dull  to 
comprehend  the  provisions  of  the  conatitntion, 
or  too  unprincipled  to  obaerve  and  maintain 
them.  That  the  zeal  to  muntun  the  Union  and 
support  the  constitution,  by  which  it  was 
formed,  is  exclusively  with  the  functionaries  of 
the  General  Government,  that  the  States  feel 
none  of  it  Now,  let  ae  examine  into  this  matt^ 
a  littie.  All  intelligent  men  act  fh>m  motive. 
The  States  that  formed  the  Union  were  oom- 
posed  of  intelligent  men.  The  motives  which 
led  to  the  formation  of  the  constitution  were, 
to  promote  the  happiness,  tranquillity,  liberiy, 
and  security,  of  the  people  of  tne  Stajiee.  In 
hrtherance  of  these  great  objects,  Iha  Stales 
agreed,  in  that  instrument,  to  exert  their  sov- 
ereign power  jointly,  in  making  war,  pesce,  and 
treaties,  and  levying  money,  and  regnlating 
commerce,  &o.  Their  powers  were  to  be 
exerted  throngh  the  agency  of  the  General 
Government.  Now,  can  it  be  auppoeed  that 
the  motives  which  led  to  the  formation  of  the 
Union  have  ceased  to  exiat — have  evaporated  t 
That  the  people  of  the  States  are  less  inclined 
to  be  happy,  tranquil,  prosperous,  Hecnre^  and 
free,  DOW,  than  they  were  when  the  Union  wis 
formed  t  Or  that  their  perceptions  of  its 
ntihty  are  less  distinct  and  strong  now,  that  it* 
beneficial  effects  have  been  experi^iced,  than 
they  were  then,  when  its  beneficial  effects  were 
only  anticipated  t  The  States  made  the  coniti- 
tntion,  and  formed  a  more  perfect  Union,  under 
the  conviction  that  it  was  needed.  Have  oe- 
cnrrenoes  since  that  time  been  calootated  to 
prove  that  their  convictions  of  ita  ntili^  and 
necessi^  were  erroneous!  Have  they  given 
any  indications  to  that  effbctt  I  beUeva  doL 
On  the  oontraiy,  they  have  evinced,  tma  the 
puiod  of-ita  formation,  np  tiD  this  rery  momMit 
in  which  I  am  m»eaking^  no  sentiment  in  rela- 
tion to  any  antgeot,  so  strongly  aa  that  of  an 
affectionate  regvd  for.  and  devotion  to,  the 
Union.     Why  then  thu  inqoietodo  oboot  tb* 
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Ui^on  I  Whj  ia  the  gentleman  inspired  at  Qila 
time  nitli  such  a  devotion  to  its  consolidation! 
Then  waa  a  time,  daring  the  late  war,  when 
■ome  ceal  on  that  sabject  was  fbH ;  but  at  that 
tinM,  the  reasons  fbr  it  were  apparent  to  all. 
For  mTBOlf  I  regard  it  bb  the  union  of  twenty- 
four  aoyereign  States,  and  relj  more  npon  their 
intelHgence  and  zeBl  for  its  support  and  con- 
tinoaoee,  than  I  do  upon  the  power  of  the  5a- 
preme  Court,  or  the  Inordioate  zeal  of  anj 
giTfln  number  of  politicians.  It  is  npon  the 
people  of  tbe  States,  and  not  upon  the  politi- 
dans,  that  solid  reliance  Is  to  be  plaoed  lot  the 
<ontinn&oc«  and  jost  operation  of  all  oar  insti- 
tntionB.  The;  will  mamtain  esud  vindicate  the 
Union,  not  for  the  purpose  of  impoMng  certain 
salatarf  restraints  upon  the  soTerelgnty  of  the 
States,  bat  for  the  high  purposes  and  objects 
for  irhich  it  was  formed.  Utility  was  the  ob- 
ject for  which  it  wts  formed;  and  while  it 
mbaerres  that  purpose,  it  will  be  maintained. 
But  when  purposes  of  splendor  and  magnifi- 
cence, of  pageantry  and  parade,  shall  supersede 
those  for  which  it  was  formed;  whenever  it 
shall  be  supposed  that  tbe  sovereign  States  of 
which  it  is  composed  mnst  be  whipped  by  the 
patriotic  functionaries  of  the  Qeneral  Oovem- 
meat  into  the  support  of  it ;  whenerer  its  oon- 
tinoance  bIibII  be  made  to  depend  upon  the 
power  of  the  Supreme  Oourtj  exerted  in  sabda- 
\h%  to  its  support  the  sovereign  States ;  when- 
ever the  compact  of  Union  shall  be  so  constrned 
as  to  give  to  the  General  Qovemment  the  right 
of  deciding  npon  the  valii^ty  of  its  own  en- 
CToaehmenta  npon  the  sovereignties  of  the 
States;  and,  let  me  add,  whenever  the  States 
oease  to  maintun  their  sovereignty,  and  their 
own  competency  to  m^tain  it  against  tbe  en- 
Qt«chmeDtB  of  the  Cteneral  Government,  then, 
indeed,  will  the  duration  of  thin  Union  become 
problematical. 

We  shonld  never  forget  that  the  greatest 
pwd,  when  perverted,  becomes  the  greatest 
<TiL  The  Union,  while  it  oontinnes  to  be 
what  it  was  when  it  was  formed,  and  what  it 
was  intended  it  shonld  continue  to  be,  a  Union 
of  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States,  will 
be  considered  by  tbe  States  as  the  greatest 
eonceiv&ble  political  good ;  and  for  the  main- 
tenance and  support  of  which  the  people  of  the 
States  wonld,  when  the  occasion  should  de- 
mand it,  pour  ont  their  blood  like  water.  Bat, 
even  in  t^eir  high  estimation  of  it,  they  do  not 
hold  it  as  the  greatest  good.  There  is  one  still 
better,  still  more  precious,  which  they  rate  in- 
finitely higher.  It  is  their  liberty ;  and  for 
the  people  to  be  free,  the  States  mnst  be  free ; 
and  no  State  can  be  free,  the  sovereignty  of 
which  is  subject  to  the  control  of  another — is 
subject  to  certain  restraints,  however  salutary, 
imposed  by  the  judicial  department  of  another 
Government.  But,  I  feel  confident  that,  while 
ever  the  Union  oondaces  to  the  muntenance 
of  the  freedom  of  the  States,  tbe  people  of  the 
States  will  msiot^  it ;  and  wheneTer  it  ahall 
Lt  of  ^rrannj  and  oppies- 


ioD,  they  will  cast  it  off  and  form  one  more 

fierfect.  That  is,  if  they  retain  the  spirit  of 
reedom:  if  they  do  not^  it  matters  but  little 
'hat  kind  of  Government  they  have. 

And,  indeed,  ufion  the  doctrine  of  tLe  hon- 
orable Senator,  relative  to  the  power  of  the 
Supreme  Court  over  the  sovereignty  of  the 
States,  T  cannot  see  what  is  to  prevent  a  perfect 
consolidation  of  the  Government,  and  conae- 
qaent  monarchy  or  despotism.  We  have  now, 
if  be  is  right,  a  fearhl  oligarchy.  Nothing  but 
the  forbearance  of  that  tribunal  can  save  as; 
we  are  denied  the  right  of  saving  ourselvee. 
The  States  must  yield  obedience  to  their  sov- 
ereign mandate ;  mnst  doff  their  sovereignty  at 
the  nod  of  the  jndges.  They  cannot  interpose 
their  veto,  but  most  submit  to  any  salutary 
restrainta  which  the  judges  may  choose  to  in- 
flict upon  their  sovereignties.  Sir,  the  power 
of  imperial  Rome,  in  her  proudest  days,  was 
not  superior  to  that  assertea  by  the  gentleman 
for  the  Supreme  Ooort,  nor  were  the  bombleet 
of  her  provinces  in  aconditionmoreabject  than 
that  oftiiese  States,  according  to  bis  doctrine. 

Now,  sir,  what  is  the  condition  of  these 
States }    They  are  not  to  resist  enoroachments 

)on  their  own  sovereignty;  resistanoe  with 

icm  is  crime,  Tbe  Gongrees  will  not  resist 
.  icroachments  made  by  the  Judiciary  upon 
Stete  sovereignty,  becanse  that  encroachment 
is  bat  a  salntary  restraint,  and  because  the 
decision  of  the  court  may,  and  no  doubt  often 
will,  be  but  an  aSlnnanoe  of  encroachment  by 
the  legislative  department  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment ;  BO  that,  sooner  or  later.  State  rights 
will  be  named  only  to  point  a  saroasm,  or  to 
excite  a  smile  of  derision.  Indeed  a  smile  of 
that  kind  may  even  now  be  seen  mantling  upon 
the  faces  of  some  gentlemen  when  that  snbjeot 
is  named.  Sir,  these  rights  are  exercised  by 
the  States  in  relatioit  to  subjects  within  their 
own  territorial  limits,  and  in  a  manner  so  little 
imposing  as  to  attract  but  little  attention  from 
witiiout.  Tbe  exercise  of  them  ta  as  obscure 
as  it  is  benefioiaL  A  State,  in  regulating  ita 
domiciliary  concerns,  exerts  its  sovereign  power 
without  its  exterior  trappings ;  wi^out  the 
usual  lustre  and  imposing  glare  of  national  sov- 
ereignty. It  never  appears  in  court  dress.  It 
has  no  navy,  no  army,  no  diplomacy,  no  bound' 
leas  revenue.  In  relation  to  all  these  subjects, 
tbe  sovereign  power  of  each  is  exercised  jointly 
with  that  of  the  others.  The  General  Govern- 
ment, through  whose  agency  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  States  jointly  is  exerted,  in  rela- 
tion to  all  these  subjects,  without  haflng  any 
national  characteristic,  witliontbeingmoTe than 
a  mere  fiduciary  for  tbe  States,  la  surrounded 
with  the  splendors  and  the  patronage  of  a  nation. 
And  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  there 
are  many  influenced  by  appearances,  not  less 
disposed  to  ascribe  to  It  onqualified  power, 
than  some  of  its  ftanctionaries  are  to  assume  end 


But  tiie  whole  argument  of  the  gentleman  hai 
gone  np<m  the  predioatioii  that  the  States  are 
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to  be  kept  in  order  b^  coercion  otHj.  That, 
bat  for  the  oontrollmg  power  of  the  Sapreme 
Court,  they  would  transcend  their  appropriate 
spheres,  and  usurp  the  powers  assigaea  hj  the 
oonstitntton  to  Uie  General  OoTemment.  Now, 
sir,  in  what  instance,  I  wonld  ask,  has  an; 
Stat«  dinilayed  sach  a  disposition  t  What  ex- 
ertion of  power,  by  any  one  of  them,  since  the 
formation  of  the  constitntion,  has  been  of  that 
character?  When  did  any  one  of  the  States 
attempt  to  make  a  treaty  with  a  foreign  power, 
or  with  any  of  the  other  States  I  Has  any 
of  them  attempted  to  make  war,  to  coin  mo- 
ney, to  regulate  commerce,  to  grant  letters  of 
marqne  and  reprisal,  to  erect  a  navy,  to  raise  and 
Bopport  armies  I  or  to  do  any  other  act,  or  ex- 
ercise any  of  the  ^reat  powers  separately,  which 
they  had  aneed  m  the  constitntion  to  exercise 
jointiy  t  Has  any  State  failed  to  send  its  pro- 
portion of  members  to  the  Hoose  of  Kepresent- 
fttives,  or  its  two  members  to  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States ;  or  denied  full  faith  and  credit 
to  the  public  acta,  records,  and  jadicial  proceed- 
ings of  the  other  SUtes  I  Ko  State  has  do- 
lled, or  attempted  to  violate,  the  constitntion, 
In  any  of  these  partionlars,  I  mention  them, 
because  in  no  one  of  them  conld  the  Jadiciary 
have  interposed  its  restraining  power,  even  if 
it  were  possessed  by  that  department  to  the 
extent  contended  for.  It  could  not  by  the 
forms  of  tbe  constitution,  have  reached  any  one 
of  the  cases,  by  any  conceivable  exertion  of  its 
power.  Wba^  then,  restrained  the  States  from 
violating  the  constitntion,  in  any  of  the  particu- 
lars which  I  have  enumerated  I  If  they  are  as 
prone  to  trsnscend  the  limits  of  their  power  as 
they  are  represented  to  be,  one  woiud  think 
that,  in  the  course  of  fifty  years,  some  instance 
of  violation  most  have  oocnrred.  No,  sir ;  the 
security  of  the  constitntionfrom  inroads  upon  it 
by  the  States,  is  to  be  found  In  that  wisdom  which 
is  always  associated  with  sovereignty.  If  the 
confluent  will  and  the  concenbated  wisdom  of 
the  people  who  compose  a  State,  is  not  to  be 
oonfideo  in,  on  what  else  under  Heaven,  I  ask, 
can  confidenoB  be  placed  ?  That  will  is  neces- 
sarily pure,  because  it  is  the  will  of  the  people ; 
not  as  people,  but  as  citizens.  It  is  the  will  of 
all  in  relation  to  each,  and  of  no  one  in  relation 
to  himself  specially ;  and  there  is  not  a  man,  or 
set  of  men,  on  earth,  whcL  if  they  can  be  ^eed 
from  selfish  influences,  will  not  act  justly.  Sir, 
that  is  the  condition  of  the  citizens  of  the 
States ;  their  sentiments  are  all  of  that  charac- 
ter ;  they  are  discolored  in  their  operation  by 
the  selfish  influences  of  the  political  fiduciaries 
throiuh  whose  agency  they  take  efiect;  and 
this  discoloration.  wMch  is  produced  by  the 
fimotionaries,  is  chaiged  upon  the  citizens.  It 
is  the  foDCtionariea,  then,  and  not  the  citizens. 
who  are  to  be  feared ;  and  those  of  the  Oeneraj 
Qovemment  not  less  than  those  of  the  States ; 
and  with  both,  those  are  moat  to  be  feared  who 
are  least  responsible  to  the  citizens ;  and,  there- 
fore, tlie  Jaoiclary  is  more  to  b«  di^ded  than 
uy  other  department.    What  motivea,  let  me 
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repeat,  can  the  States  have,  to  weaken  or 
destroy  the  Union  t  They  formed  it,  and,  after 
all,  they  have  the  power  of  maintuning  or 
destroying  it.  It  lives  in  the  breath  of  dieir 
nostrils ;  in  their  intelligence ;  in  their  affec- 
tions ;  and  their  conscioos  need  of  it.  It  was 
not  fonned  by  them  under  the  coercive  infloencA 
of  the  Snpreme  Court ;  it  was  the  owning  of 
the  onrertT^ed  and  unconstrained  sovBreign- 
tiee  of  the  States.  Sir,  the  doctrine  contended 
for  is  parricidal :  it  is  for  the  destruction  of  Uw 
parent  by  its  ofispring :  it  is  not  the  doctrin« 
of  Jefiervon,  or  Hadison,  or  Hamilton.  Bat  I 
am  averse  from  quotation ;  a  doctrine  should 
be  approved  or  reprobated,  not  because  it  bas^ 
or  has  not,  the  sanction  of  this  or  Uiat  distin- 
guished man,  but  because  it  is  intrinidcaUy  right 
or  wrong.  I  am  opposed  to  the  government  of 
living  men.  still  more  of  the  dead.  Our  Got- 
emment  should  tfe  that  of  laws,  throng  the 
agency  only  of  men.  Every  civil  socie^,  large 
enoogn  Vi  constitute  end  maintain  itself  as  a 
State,  ahould  govern  itself  by  its  own  will, 
throiuh  the  medium  of  ench  devices  as  its  wis- 
dom snail  select.  It  should  act  jointly  with  ila 
associates,  in  reference  to  foreign  otjects,  and 
separately  in  reference  to  its  interior  coDcenis; 
but  it  ahould  maintain  ita  sovereignty  by  all 
means,  and  at  ail  hazards ;  for  there  is  not,  in 
the  catalogue  of  evils,  a  single  one  so  mach  to 
be  deprecated  by  a  State  as  the  prostration  ct 
its  soverwgnty :  it  is  the  loss  of  their  liberty, 
to  the  people  who  compose  it. 

Every  policy  whicD  has  a  tendency  to 
humiliate  the  States,  either  by  force  or  seduc- 
tion, should,  in  my  opinion,  be  deprecated.  It 
ia  a  tendency  towards  the  consolidatioa  of  tbe 
Government,  and  the  slavery  of  the  people. 
Revenue,  for  the  same  reasons,  should  not  ba 
unnecessarily  accumulated  in  the  public  treasop. 
The  money,  not  needed  by  the  Goverunent, 
shonld  not  be  exacted  from  the  people.  It 
should  be  left  in  their  pockets;  there  it  in- 
creases the  incentives  to  industry,  and  the  facili- 
ties to  reward  it.  When  the  treasury  of  a 
monarch  overflows,  his  subjects  bleed ;  for  war 
is  the  game  at  which  monsmJis  delist  to  play, 
when  they  have  money  to  bet.  When  the 
revenues  of  a  republic  are  redundant,  pectda- 
tion,  frand,  and  corruption  nestle  aboot  the 
treasury.  Among  free  goTemment^  that  is 
the  best  which  promotea  the  hapfriaeea  and 
protects  the  rights  of  the  people,  at  the  least  ex* 
pense.  The  people  get  th^  money  belabor; 
whatever  the  Goveniment  takea  of  it,  man 
than  is  neoessai^  to  p»  tlie  jnst  expensM  of  its 
administration,  i^  to  the  e^ent  ot  lb*  exc«sM, 
an  infliction  of  slavery  apon  them.  BevcDne 
beyond  the  neoeasary  expenaeBirf'  this  Govcre- 
ment  can  only  be  necessaiT  for  pu^KMcs  of  Mm- 
soUdation  not  of  the  Union,  but  of  the  Gorem- 
menL 

Eveiy  institutiim  of  man  is  purer  at  its  eom- 
menoement  than  at  any  after  pwiod  of  ita  his- 
tory. There  is  in  all  human  institutions  ■  fatal 
proclivi^  to  degeneracy :  even  the  inatHntioBa 
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of  our  I10I7  religion  degaoaraU.     Hence  the 

Kla  of  ever]'  Qovemment  have  their  choice 
een  reform  and  revolution.     The^  mnst 


do  tbe  one,  experienoe-  the  other,  or  sabmit  to 
itTiligr  But  even  reform  is  derided  now. 
Sodocmnea  are  well  received  that  do  Dot  lend 
(oemtre  all  power  in  Uie  General  Govemment, 
ud  ooodace  to  the  aimihilation  of  the  sover- 
d^ntf  <rf  the  Stated,  and  the  erection  upon  their 
nulla  of  a  magnifioent  empire  1 

1  im,  with  mj  whole  hurt,  and  in  all  ita  fbd- 
ingi,  in  favor  of  the  IJnitm ;  bnt  it  la  the  Onion 
of  the  StBtea,  and  not  an  indiscriminate  union 
d  the  petqtle.  I  wonld  not,  bj  coiutraotion, 
or  olbeririae,  reduce  the  States  to  mare  pettjr 
eorporatiooB,  and  make  them  sabaervient  to  a 
jndidil  oligarchy — ta  a  great  oentral  power  of 
mj  kind.  I  would  have  the  Union  to  oonsist 
ct  the  free,  sovereign,  and  independent  States, 
of  which  it  waa  intended  bj  the  congtitnlion  to 
be  composed ;  I  wonld  have  the  citisena  of 
ttch  to  look  to  their  State  for  the  seoorit;  And 
uyormant  of  their  righla  and  their  libert;. 
nifl  Union  which  I  advocate  ia  also  represented 
bj  the  stripes  and  the  stars.  Each  stripe  a 
fhate,  and  each  star  its  sovereignty.  I  wonld 
BOt  mingle  the  sliipea  or  blot  out  a  star  for  an  j 
eirthlj  ocmnderatioD ;  and  I  would  have  each 
■tar  to  brif^ten  with  ita  benign  and  nnclonded 
light  the  whole  sphere  of  State  sovereignty ;  I 
wonld  have  them  all  to  ahine  with  conflnent 
Instre  thronghont  the  legitimate  sphere  of  the 
Uiiion.  The  stripes  shonld  thna  wavc^  and 
the  stars  thus  shine,  if  m  j  wiahes  were  consult- 
ed, mitil  even  lime  himself  ahonld  be  enfeebled 

[From  Friday,  Feb.  11th,  to  Wednesday,  the  ITth, 
(Sitmday  and  Sonday  ezcGpted)  the  Senate  was 
chie&y  occnjued  in  the  conaideration  of  Eiecntive 


Feidat,  Febroary  19. 

Mr.  FooCt  Bttohtticn. 
The  Senate  reenmed  the  consideration  of  the 
raolotioD  of  Ur.  Fooi. 
Xr,  HoLMu  addressed  the  Senate,  as  fol- 

The  Scmator  from  £entacky  (Mr.  Bowan) 
has diseoseed  tbe  qneetionoT  tlie  ultimat«  tri- 
bmial  whkh  ia  to  dedde  a  controversy  that  in- 
volves the  powws  of  the  United  States  and  a 
particnlar  State.  His  notions  in  regard  to  the 
social  and  the  political  compact  are  too  refined, 
snblimated,  and  anti-oonstitntional  for  me.  I 
sh^  seise  npon  his  inferences,  and,  in  my  old- 
fashioned  and  elomsy  way,  take  cp  the  argu- 
mtntutn  ab  ineetntnienU  and  pnrane  his  con- 
dosioiis  to  their  final  reanlta.  I  shall  not  stop 
to  inqnire  whether  some  other  tribunal  than 
the  Supreme  Conrt  might  not  have  been  de- 
vised more  impartial  and  wise.  Norghallltnnst 
that  tfaia  Supreme  Oonii  may  not  have  erred 
in  extending  the  federal  at  the  expenae  of  the 
Stato  rights.  It  ii  in  the  natnre  of  man  thus 
to  err.    And  if  any  error  has  ooouned  In  its 


[Skuib. 

decagons  on  conatitntional  questions,  I  readily 
admit  that  these  errors  have  not  very  fre- 

Snently  been  in  favor  of  "  Stato  rights,"  against 
He  federal  powers.  But  I  cannot  well  per- 
ceive what  other  tribunal  conld  have  been  in- 
vented which  wonld  have  done  better.  That 
Congrees,  according  to  his  angg^ation.  should 
have  been  this  conrt  of  appellate  jnrisdLction  in 
these  esses,  is  to  me  a  strange  proposition. 
The  amoU  States  wonld  acoroely  feel  very  safe 
in  tiie  hands  of  the  popular  branch ;  and  how 
the  jndidal  deoiaion  ooold  be  made,  whether 
by  a  joint  or  a  oononrrent  vote,  be  has  not  in- 
formed na. 

It,  however,  is  enough  for  me,  that  the  cod- 
atitnljon  has  vested  the  power  here  contended 
for,  in  express  terms,  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
This  oonatitutjon,  and  tbe  laws  mode  poraoant 
to  its  onthority,  are  to  be  "  the  supreme  law  of 
the  land,  any  conatitution  or  law  of  a  State  to 
the  contrary  notwithstanding."  A  Supreme 
Ooort  is  estsbliahed,  having  on^nal  jnrisdiotioD 
in  few  oasea,  appellate  Jurisdiction  in  all  others 
arising  under  tne  oonstitotion  and  laws  made 
porsoent  thereto.  The  laws  of  the  United 
States  ore  made  supreme,  and  those  of  the 
States  aubordinote  \  and  tbe  conrt  ia  to  be  the 
final  tribunal  in  deciding  upon  these  supreme 
laws.  Now  to  aappoae  that  the  laws  of  the 
Union  are  supreme,  and  those  of  the  States  are 
subordinate,  and  that  the  State  oonrts,  in  their 
decisions  upon  them,  are  supreme,  and  those  of 
the  United  States  are  snbordinate,  ia  an  utter 
absurdity.  The  very  statement  of  the  proposi- 
tion proves  that  it  is  perfectly  ridiculous.  Al- 
low a  State^  in  a  oontroveray  of  this  kind,  to 
dedde  ultimately  and  definitely,  and  to  carry 
ita  decision  into  fail  effect,  and  yon  are  re- 
translated into  the  old  confederation,  if  nothing 
worse.  The  prinoipal  and  almost  the  only  de- 
fect in  that  confederation  was,  that  it  was  ad- 
visory or  directory,  but  not  ooeroire.  This 
coercive  power  was  almost  all  that  was  wanted. 
If  we  have  not  that,  "  all  we  have  gained  is 
nanght  but  empty  boast  of  old  achievement^ 
and  despair  of  new," 

Bnt  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  as  I  under* 
stood  him,  takee  another  ground :  that  a  sov- 
ereign State  has  no  power  to  aorrender  any 
portion  of  its  sovereignty.  I  confess,  air,  that 
nnlesa  others  very  much  misunderstood  this 
word  sovereignty,  it  is  very  much  misunder- 
stood by  me.  I  hod  supposed  that  a  sovereign 
was  he  who  bed  a  rigbt  to  execute  his  own 
will  without  any  legal  restrunt  or  controL 
This  is  absolute  sovereignty,  and  in  this  sense 
acaroely  a  civilized  nation  on  earth  ia  absolutely 
sovereign,  as  there  is  no  one  which  ia  not  sub- 
ject to  the  law  of  nations,  either  prescriptive  or 
conventional. 

Uan,  in  a  aiate  of  nature,  is  an  absolute  sov- 
ereign, bein^  subject  to  no  le^  restraint,  and 
having  the  right  to  eieoute  bis  will  in  defiance 
of  le^  control  If  then  a  Stato  cannot  re-  ' 
Dounce  any  portion  of  its  sovereignty,  neither 
can  man ;  he  cannot  surrender  any  portion  of 
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his  lutaral  rights  for  Ui«  better  Mcnrit;  of  the 
rest.  If  he  c&n  sarrender  no  portion  of  tbem, 
mnoh  less  can  he  mtrender  the  whole.  And 
u  suhjagatioii  mnst  be  bj  force  or  surrender, 
and  aa  force  muj  alw&yi  be  resisted  bj  force, 
why  may  not  the  slave,  having  mora  hodily 
strength  than  his  master,  rise  op  against  him 
and  enbdue  bimt  Remember  Uiat  these  are 
not  my  premises.  I  only  take  his,  and  follow 
them  out  in  all  their  resolts.  I  forbear  to  par- 
tite this  train  in  the  argnmest  lest  I  should  dis- 
turb the  terrific  ghost  of  the  "  Ifissonri  ques- 
tion," which  has  so  mach  affected  the  nerves  of 
the  Senator  from  ICssoiiri.    Thas  we  see  how 


i  Bbonld  disonss  this  subject  farther.  The 
ator  from  Uassachnsetts  (Mr.  Webstkb)  has 
done  it  ample  justice.  It  were  vun  for  me  to 
attempt  to  add  any  tbin^  to  what  be  has  said. 
I  do  not  aspire  to  do  lum  even  Justice,  much 
less  to  compliment  him.  But  I  will  say  that, 
in  my  view,  his  argument  on  tbia  point  is  un- 
answered and  unanswerable.  It  was  on  this 
question,  between  that  gentleman  and  the  Sen- 
ator from  South  Carolina,  that  the  Senator 
from  Missouri  introdnoed  his  chaste,  elegant, 
and  classic  figure  of  the  "  kick-np-borse,  and 
tjie  monkey  on  his  back."  I  did  not  really 
perceive  its  apphcation.  I  suppose  by  the 
"  kick-np-horse,"  he  intended  the  Senator  from 
Massacbasetts,  but  who  was  his  "  monkey  f " 
If  this  was  intended  as  another  salute,  it  was  a 
little  uttconrteoQS,  to  say  the  least. 

The  Senator  from  Kentucky  considers  the 
question  of  internal  improvement  as  settled, 
and  he  yields  to  the  doctrine  as  rtt  judieata; 
and  BO  do  I.  And  if  so  in  that  case,  why  not 
in  this  t  If  there  is  any  one  principle  in  our 
oonsUtntion  that  has  more  than  another  been 
iettied  by  legislation,  adjudication,  and  general 
aoqniescenoe,  it  is  this;  that,  in  a  conflict  of 
power  between  the  United  States  and  a  State, 
the  final  efficient  tribonal  is  the  Snpreme 
Court  Yirpnia  had  pronounced  the  alien  and 
sedition  laws  unconstitntional,  and  bsnsmitted 
her  resolutions  to  the  Le^uaturea  of  other 
States.  I  will  read  you  the  answer  of  Uasaa- 
ohusetts :  "  This  Legislature  ore  persnaded  that 
the  decision  of  all  cases  of  law  and  equity  aris- 
ing under  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
•nd  the  oonstmotion  of  all  laws  made  in  pur- 
floance  thereof^  are  exclusively  vested  by  the 
people  in  the  judicial  eourte  of  the  United 
mates ;  that  the  people  in  that  s(demn  compact 
which  is  declared  the  supreme  law  of  the  land, 
have  not  constituted  the  State  Legislatmes  the 
Judges  of  the  acts  or  measures  of  the  Federal 
Government."  At  this  time  it  will  be  remem- 
bered that  Virgima  was  in  a  pohtical  minority 
and  Haseachnsetts  in  a  m^ority  in  the  federal 
conncils.  After  this  when  the  scales  hsd  shift- 
'  ed,  and  the  balanoe  was  the  other  way,  it  seems 
there  was  great  excitement  in  Pennsylvania  on 
the  decision  of  tiie  federal  court  in  Olmatead'e 


great  was  it  that  the  militia  were 
ordered  out  to  rerist  the  marshal,  and  they  ae- 
tually  took  the  field,  under  a  General  Bright. 
But  this  mi^ty  army  levied  no  war ;  the  mar- 
shal ezecnted  his  precept,  and  the  peace  was 
not  at  all  distorbM:  and  the  LegislaUre  ot 
that  State  adopted  the  oonatitational  mode  ot 
redress  for  the  suppoaed  grievance.  They  yro- 
posed  to  amend  the  oon^tntion  and  eataWsh 
some  other  tribonal  to  determine  auch  eontra- 
versiM,  and  transmitted  their  resolatiou  to  tb« 
other  Statea.  Virginia  was  now  in  a  pt^tieal 
majority,  and  I  wUl  read  you  the  unanhaona 
opmion  of  her  Senate  on  the  sulject.  The 
committee  who  had  the  rest^ntions  of  Pennsyl- 
vania under  oonsideration  were  "  of  qplnraa 
that  a  tribunal  is  already  provided  by  ttie  Omi- 
stitotiou  of  the  United  States,  viz :  the  Su- 
preme Court,  more  eminently  qualified,  from 
their  habits  and  duties,  from  the  mode  <h  their 
selection,  and  from  the  tenure  of  th^  offiees, 
to  decide  the  din)uto  aforesaid  in  an  enli^t- 
ened  and  impartial  manner,  than  any  other  tri- 
bonal which  oonld  be  created."  The  report 
gives  the  reasons  for  the  opinion,  and  waa 
unanimously  accepted.  Gentlemen  will  find  it 
qnoted  in  the  ease  of  Cohens  vs.  Vi^inia,  8 
Wheaton,  &G8.  The  decisions  of  this  tribonal 
have  always  been  submitted  to  as  the  lost  re- 
sort in  these  questions,  and  I  regret  to  hear  ita 
doctrines  denounced  at  this  day  as  daninable, 
and  the  court  as  a  tyrannical  "  Star  Chamber." 
But  suppose  a  State  to  oonnder  herself  ag- 
grieved m  a  case  plun  and  palpable,  there  an 
three  constilntional  modes  in  whi^  aha  can 
obt^  redress;  first,  by  the  judicisiy;  aeecxid, 
by  an  q)peal  to  the  people  at  the  polls  and  bal- 
lot-boxes ;  third,  b}[  calling  upon  the  States  to 
amend  the  constitution.  Now  snppoae  all  these 
ful,  and  the  grievance  is,  in  the  opinion  <^  the 
8t^  as  plain  and  palpable  as  ever,  one  of  two 
courses  mnst  be  pursued :  our  own  dedscns 
must  be  enforced,  and  the  State  coerced ;  or, 
adopting  the  opinion  of  a  late  Senator  from 
North  Carolina,  (Hr.  Haook.)  if  a  State  will 
not  submit,  let  her  go.  Withdraw  yoor  power 
and  protection,  aend  home  her  Benatora  and 
fiepresentativea,  and  let  the  State  set  up  for  it- 
self, and,  in  a  very  short  time,  it  vQl  oome 
back  and  supplicate  yon  to  receive  it  again. 

And  sbcnla  either  <tf  the  enterpriong  yonlhl 
of  the  fkmily  of  the  West,  the  Eoat,  or  the 
Sooth,  l>econio  disoontented,  and  wish  to  iMva 
his  father's  honse,  and  ask  fto-  the  portfon 
which  belongs  to  nim,  and  we  ahoold  deal  it 
out  to  him  and  let  him  go^  and  he  should  take 
a  Journey  into  a  far  country,  and  there  "  mute 
his  subsbanoe  in  riotous  living,"  or  some  otlier 
way,  (for  waste  it  he  sorely  would,)  and  tiun 
should  be  "  a  famine  In  the  land,  and  he  draold 
begin  to  be  in  want,"  and  to  "feed  upon 
husks,"  and  "no  aae  should  give  onto  him," 
he  would  then  "come  to  himself"  and  begin 
to  reflect,  (for  advernly  is  an  excellent  aohod 
tor  refleotibn,}  and  would  aay,  "how  many 
hired  aervanta  in  mv  father's  hgaaa  ban  tinaa 
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jUoIMm  af  Dttiet,  Taxm,  ^ 
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enough  uid  to  spore,"  (and  here  tbe  analogy  U 
T«r7  doae,  for  mmoj  of  onr  wrvants  have 
enough  uid  to  spare,)  "  ftnd  I  periBh  with  hno- 
ger ;  I  will  wise  and  go  to  mj  father,  acknowl- 
edge mj  g^t  and  follj,  and  that  I  am  nn- 
woithj  to  oe  his  son,  and  beg  to  be  received  ae 
a  servant;"  and  he  should  oome:  now,  here 
too,  "  the  father  wonld  see  him  while  lie  was 
jet  a  great  waj-  off,  have  eompaadon  on  him, 
rmi  out  to  meet  him,  fall  upon  his  neck  and  kiss 
him,  order  a  new  robe  to  be  pnt  on  him,  and 
the  btted  caif  to  be  killed ; "  and  we  ahoald  all 
be  meny  together.  So  th&t,  instead  of  the 
"  blood  and  carnage  "  which  the  Senator  ttom 
MiaKMni  aeenu  so  willing  to  predict,  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  the  whole  afiair  wonld  be  set- 
tled in  this  good-natured,  affectionate  family 
way.  I  regret  to  bear  diannion  and  civil  dla- 
ooid  eo  often  predicted  or  threatened  with  so 
mnch  apparent  exultation,  and  I  respond  to 
tbe  Sen»tor  from  Massachnsetta,  the  Union — 
"'  "  ■  In  the  exercise  of  "  "  ' 
e  Union  forever  I 


TcMDiT,  Pebrnary  28. 

Abolition  of  DuUet,  Taxet,  Ae, 

Ifr.  Bkhtoh  said  he  rose  to  aak  the  leave  for 

wbicb  he  gave  notice  on  ^Friday  last ;  and  in 
doing  90,  he  meant  lo  avail  himself  of  the  par- 
lismentuy  role,  seldom  followed  here,  bat  fa- 
miliar  in  the  ^lace  from  wbenoe  we  ^w  oar 
roles — the  British  Parliament — and  strictly 
right  and  proper,  when  any  thing  new  Is  to  be 
proposed,  to  state  the  clanses.  and  make  up  an 
exposition  of  the  prindplea  of  his  bill  before  he 
■nbmitted  the  formal  motion  for  leave  to  bring 
it  in.  And,  l^efore  I  do  this,  (said  Ur.  B.,)  I  will 
make  a  single  remark,  to  jnaufy  myself  for  pre- 
suming to  propose  a  bill  upon  a  subject  which 
is  slrwdy  reported  npon,  oy  the  able  and  ex- 
perienced Ocramittee  of  Finance.  My  jnstiflca- 
tion  is,  that  the  bill  of  that  committee  does  not 
present  the  beet  mode  of  oooomplishing  its  own 
object ;  that  a  better  one  can  be  devued ;  and 
bemg  myself  the  first  mover  of  the  great  plan 
of  aboliditng  nnnecessary  dntien,  on  the  eitin- 
goishment  of  the  pablio  debt  it  is  a  natural  ef- 
fect of  Uie  meditation  which  I  have  bestowed  on 
the  question,  that  something  should  have  oo- 
curred  to  me^  which  baa  not  presented  itself  to 
tbe  minds  of  others.  This  seems  to  be  the 
case.  Several  bills  have  been  reported  for  the 
abolition  of  daties;  one  in  this  chamber;  some 
in  the  Other  end  of  the  Honse ;  and  no  ont  ' 
presented  the  sal^ect  nnder  my  point  of  ^ 
Good  or  bad,  my  plan  is  at  least  new,  a  bill  of 
its  own  sort ;  a  bill  without  precedent  in  the 
testation  of  tbe  coontry ;  and,  bringing  it  for- 
ward, I  discharge  a  dntr  to  the  Union,  and  tc 
the  public  coQiicils  of  which  I  am  a  member ; 
and  have  no  other  wish  but  that  the  wisdom 
and  patriotism  of  the  Senate,  from  all  that  is 
present«d^  may  select  and  prefer  that  which  L) 
bast  for  the  people  of  Uiese  States. 


The  title  of  mj  bill  is  adapted  to  its  content^ 
and  disclosea  its  object  as  distinctly  as  the  oom- 
pendlons  natore  of  a  title  will  admit.  I  wUl 
read  it: 

A  bin  to  provide  for  the  kboUtioc  of  nnneces- 
,'  datiBS ;  to  lelieve  the  people  from  aiiteen  mH- 
Ucoi  of  taxes ;  and  to  improva  the  condition  of  tbe 
sgrienltnre,  manafactnTca,  conunarcs,  and  naviga- 
tion of  the  Uoiled  Sutes.'* 

The  tenor  of  it  is,  not  to  abolish,  bnt  to  vny- 
vide  for  the  abolition  of  the  duties.  This 
phraseology  announces,  that  sometbine  in  addi- 
to  the  statute — some  power  in  addition  to 
of  the  Legislature,  is  to  be  concerned  in 
mpUshing  the  abolition.  Then  the  duties 
for  abolition  are  described  as  onnecessary  ones : 
and  under  this  idea  is  inclnded  the  twofold 
conception,  that  they  are  useless,  either  for  tbe 
proteoUon  of  domeetio  industry,  or  for  snpply- 
mg  the  treasury  with  revence.  The  rehef  of 
^e  people  from  dzteen  millions  of  taxes  is 
basea  apon  the  idea  of  on  abolition  of  twelve 
millions  of  duties ;  the  additional  four  millions 
being  the  merchant's  profit  upon  the  daty  he 
advances;  which  profit  the  people  pay  as  a 
part  of  the  tax,  though  the  Qovermnent  never 
receives  it.  It  is  the  merchant's  compensation 
for  advancing  the  duty,  and  is  the  same  as  hia 
profit  npon  the  goods.  The  improved  condi- 
tion of  the  fonr  great  branches  of  national  in- 
dustry as  presented  is  the  third  ol^ect  of  the 
bill ;  and  their  relative  importance,  m  my  esti- 
mation, classes  itedf  aoOOTding  to  the  oraer  of 
my  arrangement.  Agriculture,  as  flimisluDg 
the  means  of  anbnstenoe  to  man,  and  as  the 
foundation  of  every  thing  else,  is  pnt  foremost ; 
mannfactoree  as  preparing  and  fittmg  things  for 
our  use,  stands  second;  commerce,  as  exchang- 
ing the  superfluities  of  different  countries^ 
cornea  next ;  and  navigation,  as  fomishing  the 
chief  means  of  carrying  on  commerce,  closes 
the  list  of  the  fonr  great  branches  of  national 
indnstry.  Though  classed  according  to  tbdr 
respective  importance,  neither  branch  is  dis- 
paraged. They  are  all  great  interests— all  con- 
nected—411  dependent  upon  each  other — frienda 
in  their  nature— for  a  long  time  friends  in  fact, 
under  the  operations  of  our  Qovemment ;  and 
only  made  enemies  to  each  other,  as  they  now 
are,  by  a  course  of  legislation,  which  the  ut- 
proaching  extinguishment  of  the  pablio  debt 
presents  a  fit  opportunity  for  reforming  and 
ameliorating.  The  tiUe  of  my  bill  declares  the 
intention  of  the  bill  to  improve  the  condition 
of  each  of  them.  The  abolition  of  sixteen  mil- 
lions of  taxes  would  itself  operate  a  great  im- 
provement in  the  condition  of  each ;  but  the 
mtention  of  the  bill  is  not  limited  to  that  inoi- 
deotal  and  oonsequential  improvement,  great  as 
it  may  be ;  it  proposes  a  positive,  direct,  visible 
tangible,  and  countable  benefit  to  each ;  and 
this  I  shall  prove  and  demonstrate,  not  in  this 
brief  illnsttatioa  of  the  title  of  my  bill,  but  at 
the  proper  places,  in  the  course  m  Uie  ezami- 
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nfttioD  into  its  proviBioiiB  and  expondon  of  its 
priDCi^les. 

I  will  noir  proceed  with  (he  biU,  reading 
eacb  seotjon  in  ita  order ;  and  making  the  re- 
marks upon  it  which  are  neoessary  to  ezplaiit 
its  object  and  to  illnstrate  ita  operation. 

7%e  Pint  BeeUan. 

"  TiuA,  for  the  term  of  ten  years,  from  ind  after 
the  fint  daj  of  Janiurr,  in  tbe  year  ISS2,  or,  u 
won  thereafter  aa  maybe  ogreed  upon  between  the 
United  States  and  any  foreign  power,  (he  duties  now 
payable  on  the  importation  of  the  foUowine  artlclei, 
or  such  of  them  as  may  be  agreed  upon,  ^all  cease 
and  determioe,  or  be  reduced,  in  faior  of  sachcouu- 
triei  as  shall,  by  treaty,  grant  equivalent  adiantagcs 
to  the  agriculture,  manufactures,  commerce,  and 
narigation  of  the  United  States,  tiz  :  coffee,  cocoa, 
olives,  olive  oil,  flga,  rainna,  prunes,  almonds,  cur- 
nats,  camphor,  alum,  opium,  quicksilver,  Spanish 
brown,  copperas,  tlo  and  brass,  io  sheets  and  plates 
for  manufacturers'  use,  black  bottles  aod  demijohns, 
dlks,  wines,  lineni,  oa»l>riea^  lawns,  Canton  crapes, 
cashmere  sbawla,  gauie,  ribbons,  straw  mats,  bolting 
cloths,  thread  and  silk  lace,  bombaane  and  worsted 
Muff  goods,  spirits  not  made  of  grain,  nor  coming  in 
competition  with  dwneatic  spirila ;  on  the  following 
description  of  cotton  goods  not  mannfactured  in 
the  United  States,  viz :  chintzes,  mualina,  cambrics, 
TelveC  cords,  china  and  porcelaiu,  and  Bruawls  cac- 
petlng,  Feruvian  bark,  chronometers,  seitauts,  parts 
of  watches,  amber,  pine  apples,  juniper  berries  and 
oil  of  juniper,  Italian  and  French  crapee,  gall  nuts, 
essence  of  bergamot  and  other  esseacos,  used  as 
perfhmes,  madder,  turtle  shell,  and  ox  horn  tips. 

"  Also  on  woollen  goods,  notminofscturedio  the 
United  States,  and  necesaarj  in  carrymg  on  the  In- 
dian trade. 

"  Also,  Indian  gartering,  TermOlon,  taffeta,  rib- 
boos,  pocket  lookmg-glasfws,  beads,  lodtui  awls, 
brass  inlaid  knives,   scarlet-milled  capa,  sturgeon 

This  Beotion  oontaina  tbe  principle  wbioh  I 
consider  as  new — that  of  abdlahing  dntiea  by 
tiie  joint  act  of  the  Legislative  and  Executive 
Departments.  The  idea  of  equivalents  which 
the  section  also  presents,  is  not  new,  bnt  has 
for  itH  sanction  fflgh  and  venerated  anthority, 
of  which  I  shall  not  fail  to  av^  mjaelf.  liiat 
we  oaght  to  have  eqnivalents  for  abolishing  ten 
or  twelve  millions  of  duties  on  forieign  mer- 
ehandise,  is  moat  clear.  Bnch  an  abolition  will 
be  an  advantage  to  foreign  powers,  for  which 
they  onght  t«  oompenaate  na,  by  redncing  dn- 
tiea to  an  eqnal  amount  npon  oqt  prodne- 
tioDs.  This  is  what  no  law,  or  separate  act  of 
onr  own,  can  command.  Amicable  arrange- 
menta  alone,  with  foreign  powers,  can  effect  it ; 
and  to  free  aaoh  arrangements  from  serious, 
perhaps  inonperable  difficulties,  it  would  be  ne- 
cessarv  flrat  to  lay  a  fonndation  for  them  in  an 
act  of  Congresa.  This  is  what  my  bill  pro- 
poaea  to  do.  It  proposes  that  Congress  ^lall 
select  the  artioles  for  abolition  of  doty,  and 
then  leave  It  to  the  Execative  to  extend  the 
provisions  of  the  act  to  such  powers  as  will 
grant  ns  equivalent  advantages.  Ihe  articles 
enumerated  for  abolition  of  dntj  are  of  kinds 
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not  made  in  the  United  States,  so  that  my  bill 
presents  no  RTonnd  of  alarm  or  oneanneaa  to 
any  branch  of  domestic  indostry. 

The  acquisition  of  equivalents  b  a  strikii^ 
feature  in  the  plan  which  I  propose,  and  for 
that  I  have  the  anthority  of  him  whose  apa-  . 
tons  will  never  be  invoked  in  vun,  whQe  re- 
publican principles  have  root  in  oar  loil.  1 
speak  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  of  his  report  on 
toe  commerce  aod  navigation  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  year  'QS,  an  extract  from  whidi  I 
will  read: 

TluExlnut, 


"Such  being  tL_     

and  naviga^n  of  the  United  States,  the  queMion  b  . 
in  what  way  they  may  best  be  removed,  m«£6e^ 
or  counteracted  t 

"As  to  commerce,  two  methods  occnr:  1.  By 
friendly  arnmgemeDta  with  the  several  natiomwitk 
whom  tliese  restrictions  exist :  or,  S.  By  the  srpl- 
rale  act  of  our  own  legislatures,  for  eoDnterrufiiig 
their  effects. 

"  There  can  be  no  doabt  bat  that,  of  these  two, 
friendly  arrangements  is  die  most  eligible. 


from  all  its  ahackels,  in  all  part*  of  the  vorid — 
could  every  country  be  employed  in  prododng  Ibit 
which  nature  has  best  fitted  it  to  produce,  and 
each  be  free  to  exchange  with  ctlien  motnal  m- 
pluses  for  mutual  wants,  the  greatest  man  powble 
would  then  be  ptoducec^  of  those  things  wluch  coo- 
tribule  to  human  life  aod  human  happipeaa;  tlw 
numbers  of  mankind  would  be  increased,  and  their 
condition  bettered. 

"Would  even  a  mngle  nation  begin  with  the 
United  States  this  system  of  free  commerce,  it 
would  be  advisable  to  be^n  it  with  that  natioa; 
since  it  is  one  by  one  only  that  it  can  be  extended 
to  alL  Where  the  drcnmstaoees  of  either  pai^ 
render  It  expedient  to  levy  a  rereoae,  by  way  a 
impost  on  commerce,  its  freedom  ndghl  be  modiM 
in  that  particular,  by  motnal  and  equivalent  neas- 
urea,  preserving  it  entire  in  all  olhero. 

"Some  nations  not  yet  ripe  for  free  conuaeiee, 
in  all  its  extent,  might  l>e  wUHng  to  m<rilify  its  i«- 
strictions  and  regulations  for  us,  in  proportion  to 
the  advantages  wluch  an  intercouiae  with  oi  migtit 
offer.  Farticidariy  they  may  ooncnr  with  as  in  n- 
ciiHVcating  the  dntiea  to  be  levied  on  each  side,  or 


advantages  of  anouier  nattirc.  Our  c 
certainly  of  a  character  to  entitle  it  to  lavoc  in  taoit 
countries.  The  commodities  we  offer  are  ottier 
necessaries  of  life,  or  materials  for  mamibetnre,  cr 
convenient  snbjects  of  revenne ;  and  we  take  in  ei- 
change  either  mano&ctures,  when  they  have  re- 
ceived tbe  last  finish  of  art  aod  indostry,  or  mere 
luxuries.  Such  CDStomera  may  reasonably  expect 
welcome  and  friendly  treatment  at  every  market — 
customers,  too,  wiioae  demands,  increasing  wiib 
thtir  wealth  aod  population,  mnst  very  shMUy  give 
full  employment  to  the  whole  industry  of  any  ai- 
tion  whatever.  In  any  line  of  sn^y  they  may  get 
into  the  haUt  of  calling  for  from  iL 

"  But,  should  any  naUon,  contrary  to  our  withML 
suppose  it  may  better  fiod  ita  advantage  by  msUii- 
uing  ita  system  of  prohibitions,  dotiea,  and  r^nla- 
tioDi,  it  behooves  us  to  protect  onr  dtiieAa,  their 
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la  and  nkrlgation,  bj  cl 


iamt,  and  ngnlkUoni,  alio.  Fr«e  commeioe  uid 
uTi^tioa  are  not  to  be  giren  La  eicbBOM  for  re- 
nrielioni  and  reiatioii*;  nor  m  Mbtj'Uk&j  to  pro-  < 
daw  •  rehxatlon  of  them." 

The  plan  which  I  now  propose  adopta  the 
idea  of  eqninleata  and  rotaliation  to  the  whole 
extent  reoommeitded  bj  Ur.  Jefferson.  It  dif- 
teta  from  hu  plan  in  two  featnrea :  flrat,  in  the 
mode  of  proccodhig,  bf  foonding  the  tre&ties 
■broad  npoo  a  legiuatire  act  at  home ;  ieoond- 
\j,  in  combining  protection  with  revenue,  in 
Klectiog  wticlea  en  exception  to  the  ijBtem  of 
free  trade.  This  degree  of  protection  he  &d- 
mitWd  himsd^  at  a  later  period  of  hia  life.  It 
oorresponda  with  the  reconuneodation  of  Free- 
ideitt  Washington  to  Congresa,  in  the  jear  '90, 
and  with  that  of  oar  present  Chief  MagWrate, 
to  oarselTos,  at  the  commencement  of  the  pres- 
ent aesdoii  of  Congreaa.  I  will  read  them,  to 
nutatn  and  nmport  the  principles  on  which  m; 
bill  ii  foondeo. 

PrfUtnt  WaMngten,  in  1790. 
"  Oar  B>fetf  wid  Inlereit  require  that  we  ihontd 
tmnole  snch  mMtaCutOTlea  u  tead  to  render  iu 
*    Lt  on  others  for  esentul,  p&rtiGiilarlf  for 


Pntitknt  Jadctim,  in  1820. 

"  It  may  be  regretted  that  the  complicated  re- 
ttictioiva  which  now  embarrui  the  Interconrse  of 
DUiona  could  not,  hj  common  cooMDt,  be  abolished, 
ud  commerce  dlowed  to  Sow  in  those  cbumels 
to  wbicli  indiTidnal  enterprise — ilvajs  Its  mrest 
gqide — might  direct  it.  But  we  must  ever  expect 
Mlfiah  legialalion  bi  otber  natloni ;  and  are,  there- 
loie,  eotnpeQed  to  adapt  oar  own  to  their  regula- 
tioDi,  m  die  mamier  best  calculated  to  avoid  serioas 
iojiirj,  and  to  harmonijte  the  confiicting  interecta  of 
cor  agricaltDre,  our  commerce,  and  our  manulkc- 
torea.  •  ■  •  xhe  general  rule  to  be 
applied  in  gradna^g  the  duties  npon  article*  of 
brngn  growth  or  nuumEsetiire  is  tnat  which  will 
place  our  own  In  fiur  competition  with  those  of 
other  coontries ;  and  the  inducements  to  advance 
even  a  step  beyond  this  p<unt  are  controUiag  in  re- 
gani  to  those  articles  which  are  of  primarj  neces- 
sity in  time  of  war." 

These  extracts  from  the  Presidents  Washing- 
ton, Jefferson,  and  Jaoluon,  oover  all  the  prin- 
ciples 'which  are  contuned  in  mj  bill ;  the 
mode  of  action,  the  means  of  patting  them 
into  operation,  is  the  only  part  that  is  new  and 
original.  To  this  part  I  can  see  no  objection 
bat  to  ita  novelty :  for  it  is  free  frtmi  all  difB- 
coltf  on  the  score  of  ooostitntionality  or  ex^e- 
diencT,  and  omnbines  the  advantages  of  eqmv- 
alents  with  those  of  retaliation :  for,  if  any 
natioD  refuses  to  reciprocate  an  abolition  or  re- 
dtiction  of  datiea  witA  ns,  oar  heavj  dnties  re- 
maiD  in  force  against  her,  and  she  pays  the 
penalty  of  her  refiisal  in  the  loss  of  some  essen- 
tial branch  of  her  trade  with  us, 

I  will  not  now  stop  to  dilate  npon  the  bene- 
fit which  will  resnlt  to  every  family  from  an 
aboUUon  of  daties  which  will  enable  them  to 
Vol.  X.— SO 


get  all  the  articles  ennmerated  In  my  bill  for 
abont  one-third,  or  one-half  li 
paid  for  them.    Let  any  one  n 


abont  one-third,  or  one-half  lees,  than  is  now 
em.    Let  any  one  read  over  the  list 
of  articles,  and  then  look  to  the  som  total 


which  he  now  pays  ont  annually  for  them,  and 
from  that  eam  dednct  near  fifty  per  cent., 
which  Is  about  the  averaee  of  the  dnties  and 
merchant's  profit  inclnded,  with  which  the^ 
now  come  chai^^  to  him.  This  dednotion 
will  be  his  savinK  under  one  branch  of  my  plan 
— the  abolition  clause.  To  this  mtist  be  added 
the  gun  nnder  the  danse  to  secure  eqnivalentB 
in  foreign  markets ;  and  the  two  being  added 
together,  the  savlag  in  purchases  at  home  being 
added  to  the  gain  in  sales  abroad,  will  give  the 
tnie  measnre  of  the  advantages  which  my  plan 
presents. 

Let  OS  now  see  whether  the  agricnitnre  and 
manufactures  of  the  United  Btates  do  not  re- 
quire better  markets  abroad  than  they  possess 
at  this  time.  What  is  the  state  of  these  mar- 
kets I  Let  facts  reply.  England  imposes  a 
daty  of  three  shillings  Sterling  a  ponnd  npon 
onr  tobacco,  which  is  ten  times  its  value,  nhd 
imposes  daties  equivalent  to  prohitntion  on  onr 
grmn  and  provisions;  and  either  totally  ex- 
cludes, or  enormously  taiea,  every  article,  ex- 
cept cotton,  that  we  send  to  her  ports.  In 
France,  our  tobacco  Is  subject  to  a  royal  mo- 
nopoly, which  makes  the  king  the  sole  par- 
chaser,  and  subjects  the  seller  to  the  necessity 
of  takmg  the  price  which  his  agents  will  give. 
In  Germany,  our  tobaoco,  and  other  articles, 
are  heavily  dutied,  and  liable  to  a  transit  doty, 
in  addition,  when  they  have  to  ascend  the 
Shine,  or  other  rivers,  to  penetrate  the  Inte- 
rior. In  the  West  Indies,  which  is  oor  great 
provision  market,  onr  bee^  pork,  and  floor, 
usually  pay  from  eight  to  ten  dollars  a  barrel ; 
onr  bacon,  from  ten  to  twenty-five  cents  a 
ponnd ;  live  hogs,  eight  dollars  each ;  com, 
com  meal,  lumber,  whiskey,  fruit,  vegetables, 
and  every  thing  else,  in  proportion ;  the  daties 
in  the  different  islajids,  on  an  average,  equal- 
ling or  exceeding  the  valne  of  the  article  in  the 
United  States.  We  export  about  for^-five 
millions  of  domestio  proauotions,  exclusive  of 
mannfactures,  annnallj ;  and  it  may  be  safely 
assumed,  that  we  have  to  pay  near  that  sum  in 
the  shape  of  dutjes,  for  the  privilege  of  selling 
these  exports  in  foreign  markets.  So  much  for 
agriculture.  Our  manufactures  are  in  the  same 
condition.  In  many  branches  they  have  met 
the  home  demand,  and  are  going  abroad  in 
search  of  foreign  markets.  They  meet  with 
vexatioas  restrictions,  peremptory  exclusions^ 
or  oppressive  duties,  wherever  they  go.  The 
□oantity  already  exported  entitles  diem  to  na- 
tional consideration,  in  the  list  of  exports. 
Their  a^regat«  valne  for  1828  was  about  five 
nulliona  of  dollars,  comprising  domestio  cot- 
tons, to  the  amount  of  a  mulion  of  dollars ; 
soap  and  candles,  to  the  value  of  nine  hundred 
thoasand  dollars;  boots,  shoes,  and  saddlery, 
five  hundred  thousand  dollars;  hats,  throe  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars;   cabinet,  coach,  and 
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Other  wooden  vork,  mx  hnndred  thooBand  dol- 
laxa ;  glass  ud  iron,  three  hundred  thousand 
dollars;  and  nnmerona  smaller  items.  This 
large  amount  of  mannfactorea  pays  their  value, 
in  some  iostances  more,  for  the  privilege  of 
being  Hold  abroad ;  and,  what  is  wone,  they 
are  totallj  esdaded  from  several  coontries  from 
which  we  buy  largely.  Saob  Testrictions  and 
impositions  are  highly  iqjiiTiona  to  oar  mana- 
factnres ;  and  it  is  inoontestably  tme,  the 
amoont  of  exports  prove  it,  that  what  most  of 
them  now  need  is,  not  more  proteotion  at 
home^  but  a  better  market  abroad ;  and  It  is 
one  of  t^e  otjeots  of  this  bill  to  obtain  sooh  a 
market  for  them. 

It  appears  to  me,  said  Ur.  B.,  to  be  a  fur 
and  practicable  plan,  combining  the  advantages 
of  legidation  and  negotiation,  and  avoiding  Qie 
objections  to  each.  It  consolta  the  sense  of  the 
people,  in  leaving  it  to  their  representatives  to 
say  on  what  articlea  dnties  shall  be  abolished 
for  their  relief;  on  what  they  shall  be  retained 
for  proteotion  and  revenue ;  it  then  seonrea  the 
advantage  of  obtaining  eqnivalents,  by  refer- 
ring it  to  the  Bieoutive  to  extend  the  benefit 
of  the  abolition  to  snch  nations  as  shall  recip- 
rocate the  favor.  To  saob  as  will  not  recipro- 
cate, it  leaves  every  thing  as  it  now  stands. 
The  sncoess  of  this  plan  can  hardly  be  doubted. 
It  addresses  itself  to  the  two  most  powerful 
pasNons  of  the  hnman  heart — interest  and  fear ; 
It  applies  itself  to  the  strongest  principlee  of 
homan  action — profit  and  loss.  For,  there  is 
no  nation  with  whom  we  trade,  but  will  be 
benefited  by  the  increased  trade  of  her  staple 

Erodnotions,  which  will  result  from  a  free  trade 
1  anch  prodnctions ;  none  that  wonld  not  be 
crippled  by  the  loss  of  such  a  trade,  which  loss 
would  be  the  immediate  effect  of  r^eoting  oor 

2 stem.  Oor  position  enables  us  to  command 
e  commercial  system  of  the  globe ;  to  mould 
it  to  our  own  plan,  for  the  benefit  of  the  world 
and  ourselves.  The  approaching  extinction  of 
the  public  debt  puts  it  mto  onr  power  to  abol- 
ifdi  twelve  miUiona  of  duties,  and  to  set  tree 
more  than  one-half  of  our  entire  commerce. 
We  ahoold  not  forego,  nor  lose  the  advantages 
of  such  a  position.  It  occurs  bnt  seldom  in  the 
life  of  a  nation,  and  onoe  missed,  is  irretriev- 
ably gone,  to  the  generation  at  least,  that  saw 
and  neglected  the  golden  opportunity.  We 
have  compluned,  and  Justly,  of  the  bnrthens 
upon  car  exports  in  foreign  countries;  apart 
of  onr  tariff  system  rests  npon  the  principle  of 
retaliation  for  the  injury  thus  done  us.  Re- 
taliation, heretofore,  has  been  our  only  re- 
source :  but  reciprocity  of  injnries  iMBOt  the 
way  to  enrich  nations  any  more  tht^Vnividn- 
als.  It  is  an  "unprofitable  contesf,"  under 
every  aspect.  Bnt  the  present  co^jonctore, 
payment  of  the  public  debt,  in  itself  a  rare  and 
almost  unprecedented  occurrence  in  the  history 
of  nations,  enables  ns  to  enlarge  onr  system ; 
to  present  a  choice  of  alternatives;  one  fought 
with  good,  the  other  charged  with  evil,  to  ibr- 


eign  nations.  The  participation,  or  ezclna<«i, 
from  forty  millions  of  free  trade,  annually  in- 
creaung,  wonld  not  admit  of  a  second  thought, 
in  the  head  of  any  nation  with  which  we  trade. 
To  say  nothing  of  her  gtdns  In  the  participa- 
tion  in  such  a  commerce,  what  would  be  her 
loss  in  the  exclusion  from  iti  Bow  wonld 
England,  France,  or  Germany,  bear  the  lose  of 
their  linen,  silk,  or  vrine  trade,  with  the  United 
Stalest  How  could  Cnba,  St  Domingo,  or 
Brazil,  bear  the  loss  of  their  ooSbe  trade  with 
OS  T  They  oonld  not  bear  it  at  alL  Deep  and 
essential  injury,  ruin  of  industry,  seditions,  and 
bloodshed,  and  the  overthrow  of  administra- 
tions, would  be  the  consequence  of  each  loss. 
Yet  such  loss  would  be  inevitable,  (and  not  to 
the  few  nations,  or  in  the  articles  only  which  I 
have  mentioned,  for  I  have  put  a  few  instances 
only  by  way  of  example,)  but  to  every  nation 
witii  whom  we  trade,  that  wonld  not  fall  into 
onr  systom,  and  thronghout  the  whole  list  of 
eesential  articles  to  which  our  abolition  ex- 
tonda.  Onr  present  heavy  duties  wonld  oon- 
tinne  in  force  against  each  nations;  they  would 
be  abolished  in  favor  of  their  rivals.  Te 
would  say  to  them,  in  the  lan^poge  of  Mr. 
JeSbreon,  free  trade  and  navigation  is  not  to 
be  given  in  exchange  for  reetriotions  mnd  vexa- 
tions 1  But  I  feel  entire  confidence  that  it 
would  not  be  neceesary  to  ose  the  language  ct 


addressed  to  their  sense  of  self-interest,  « 
be  more  agreeable,  and  not  less  effectnaL  ine 
plan  cannot  fail  I  It  Is  scarcely  within  tbe  Um- 
its  of  possibility  that  it  should  fail !  And  if  it 
did,  what  then  I  We  have  lost  nothing.  We 
remain  aa  we  were.  Our  present  duties  an 
still  in  force,  and  Congress  can  act  upon  them 
one  or  two  years  henoe^  in  any  way  thcj 
please. 

Here,  then,  is  the  peculiar  recommendation 
to  my  plan,  that,  while  it  secnres  a  chance,  lit* 
tie  short  of  absolute  certainty,  of  procuring  an 
abolition  of  twelve  millions  of  dnties  npon  our 
ei3>orts  in  foreign  countries,  in  return  for  an 
abolition  of  twelve  millions  of  duties  npon  im- 
ports from  them.  It  exposes  nothing  to  risk ; 
the  abolition  of  duty  upon  tbe  foreign  article 
here  b^ng  contingent  npon  the  oeqaisitkn  irf 
the  equivalent  advantage  abroad. 

I  close  this  exposition  of  the  prinomlcaof  the 
first  section  of  my  bill  with  the  sin^e  remark, 
that  these  treaties  for  the  mutnal  oWitkm  of 
dnties  shonld  be  for  limited  terms,  s^  for  seven 
or  ten  years,  to  give  room  for  the  modifioations 
which  time,  and  the  varying  ponmita  ttf  indus- 
try, may  show  to  be  neeesaary.  Upon  thia 
idea,  the  bill  is  framed,  sad  the  period  ot  Wa 
years  inserted  by  way  of  snggeetion  and  exem- 
plification of  the  plfui.  Another  fisatnra  is  too 
obvious  to  need  a  remark,  that  the  time  for  the 
commencement  of  the  abolition  of  dntiM  is  left 
to  tbe  Executive,  who  can  aoeommodate  it  to 
the  state  of  the  revenne  and  the  eztinctioD  ot 
the  pnblio  debt. 
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Steond  Stttion. 
"Ttutifrom  ind  tfUrIha  Slat  dij  of  December, 
in  Ihe  jeu- 1831,  the  duliea  dor  payatde  on  the  fol- 
loving  ardcles,  imporlEd  rrom  cDunlrieB  with  which 
the  rnited  Su(«i  bBTe  do  diplomatic  relUioDj,  ahall 
b«  reduced  ooe-holf;  uid,  lAer  the  Slst  of  Decem- 
ber, 1833,  ehall  cease  and  determine  entirely,  to 
wit:  teas,  Diace, clores,  cituuiaot),  nutmegs,  cassia, 
ginger,  irorj,  ToAaj  ctipels,  Cuhiii«r«  ^vlo." 


of  obtaining  eqoivfttents  ia  the  enomersted 
articles.  The  exception  is  the  effect  of  neces- 
sitf ;  the  Articles  eroepted  bein^  desirable  to 
Ds,  ftad  obtained  from  powers  with  whom  we 
hsve  no  treaties.  The  esception  ia  anavoid- 
■ble,  bat  it  is  Dot  wholly  disaavantageoos.  We 
shall  get  the  articles  for  one-third  imd  one-half 
less  than  we  now  pay  for  them ;  and  if  two  or 
three  millions  of  revenue  should  be  suddenly 
wonted,  they  present  the  ready  means  of  rais- 
ing it.  The  abolition  being  by  law  alooe,  the 
dtity   maj  be  laid   again   by  law  whenever 

T^ird  Section. 
"  Thst,  from  and  after  the  SIst  day  of  December, 
ID  the  year  IBSl,  a  dnty  of  thirty-three  and  a  third 
per  ecDt.  on  the  Tslae,  shall  be  levied  on  all  furs 
and  rtM  faldes  imported  into  the  Uoiled  States,  from 
coDDtriea  which  shall  not  hars  secured  their  fiee 
admiarion  by  gnating  equivalont  advuitages  to  the 
Eke  productions  of  the  United  States." 

This  section,  to  a  superficial  observer,  may 
teem  to  militate  against  the  pUn  of  the  bill ; 
but  the  inoousisteDcy  is  in  appearance  only.  It 
harmonizes  completely  with  the  spirit  of  the 
bilL  It  provides  for  a  futare,  eventnal,  and 
contingent  dnty,  npon  two  articles  now  intro- 
duced, free  of  dnty-,  to  a  g^t  amount.  The 
terms  in  which  the  section  is  drawn  show  that 
its  object  is  to  obtain  equivalents  for  their 
fiitare  free  importation ;  and  the  following 
table  of  their  annual  imports,  for  the  last  nine 
years,  will  show  the  great  value  of  the  argu- 
ment which  they  will  pot  into  the  hands  of  the 
Ezecntive,  In  the  negotiations  to  which  the  sec- 
tion may  give  rise. 


The  aggr^ate  exceeds  twenty  millions  of 
doUara  for  &e  abort  period  of  the  last  nine 
years.  And  these  free  importations,  so  ii^nri- 
003  to  the  /br  trader,  and  ue  fitrmers  who  raise 


cattle  and  wont  a  market  for  their  skins,  are 
derived  frtoo  oonntriet  who  exclude,  or  heavily 
tax,  our  furs  and  raw  liidee,  and  the  articles 
manufactured  out  of  them.  They  come,  ohittSy, 
from  the  Southern  repnblics  and  Qreat  Britain. 
If  such  large  importations  ore  to  continue  free^ 
let  those  wno  eitjoy  the  benefit  reciprocate  the 
favor.  Let  them  abolish  duties  on  American 
fnrs  and  American  hats.  Let  them  aboli^  dn- 
ties  on  our  raw  bides ;  and  where  the  privilege 
of  sending  hides  wonld  not  be  beneficial  to  ns, 
ss  in  the  Bouthem  republics,  let  something  else 
be  sahstitated  for  tne  abolition ;  as  distilled 
spirits,  mannfactares  of  leather,  ootton,  glass, 
wood,  Sea.  If  they  do  not  reciprocate  advoQ- 
tagea,  thus  offered,  the  penalty  of  their  own 
election  falls  npon  them.  They  incur  the  con- 
sequence denonnced  by  Ur.  Jefferson  in  the 
Catriotic  declaration,  that  free  trade  is  not  to- 
e  given  in  exchange  for  restrictions  and  vex- 
Here,  sir,  I  make  a  nngle  remark  to  illos- 
trate  the  neglect  with  which  the  West  has  been 
treated  in  the  prt^eas  of  the  tariff  policy. 
The  West  produces  fhra  and  raw  hides ;  they  - 
are  leading  articles  of  Western  industry ;  yet 
no  protection  has  been  extended  to  them ;  the 
protective  policy  has  never  reached  them ;  the 
oonntry  has  been  filled  with  foreign  hides  and 
foreign  furs,  free  of  duty,  while  the  tun  and 
hides  of  the  United  States,  and  the  articles 
manofactared  from  them,  are  met  by  prohibi- 
tions, or  heavy  duties,  in  all  quarters  of  the 
globe. 

J>burth  Beetum. 
"That,  from  and  after  the  81st  day  of  December, 

fn  the  year ,  the  amoont  levied  on  foreign 

tonnage  tbr  'li^t  money,*  shall  oease  and  detei^ 
mine,  m  bvor  at  the  ships  of  such  nations  as  shall 
grant  the  like,  or  on  equivalent  favor  to  the  mer- 
chant ships  of  the  Cuted  States." 

The  object  of  this  section  is  to  g^  some  lit- 
tle relief  for  onr  navigating  interest  in  foreign 
ports.  The  amount  now  paid  by  foreigners  for 
"  light  money,"  that  is  to  say,  as  a  tribute  to 
our  light-houses,  is  about  fifteen  thousand  dol- 
lars per  annum.  Buch  a  HUm  is  no  object  to 
the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  yet  it  ia 
something  to  our  shio-owners,  for  whose  ben- 
efit the  abolition  of  uiis  small  tax  is  intended. 
ITominaUy,  it  ia  a  rehef  to  foreiimers ;  in  real- 
ity, to  our  own  navigators.  The  fordgnera 
cannot  he  relieved  here  until  the  corresponding 
relief  is  secured  abroad ;  and,  as  onr  shipping 
is  most  nnmeroos,  we  may  gain  much  more 
th&n  we  relinquish. 

liflh  Beetitm. 
"That,  from  and  alter  tlie  81st  day  of  December, 

in  the  year ,  the  duties  now  payable  on  toa- 

uagt,  passports,  and  clearances,  and  on  the  re-ex- 
portation of  imported  articles,  diall  ceasa  and  de- 
termine.'' 

The  amonnt  of  these  little  taxes  and  duties 
ia  about  two  hnndred  sad  fifty  thousand  dollan 
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per  aimmiL  The  Treunr?  will  have  no  oocft- 
rion  for  that  Bom  after  the  extiiignishment  of 
the  pnblio  debt ;  and  being  left  in  the  pockets 
of  t^e  ^p-owners  and  merchaata,  will  be  felt 
as  an  advantage  by  them,  and  not  missed  as  a 
loss  b7  the  Government. 

Sixth  Sttliim. 

"  That,  from  and  alter  tbe  Slit  day  of  Dacember 

Dext,  the  dut/  DOW  pavable  on  the  importation  of 


authoiiang  aUowancea  to  flablog  vessels,  and  boun- 
ties on  tbe  exportation  of  pickled  Sib,  ihall  be,  and 
the  same  herebj  are,  repealed." 

This  section  stande  ont  as  a  olear  exception 
to  the  peculiar  policj  of  the  bill — that  oi  o1>- 
tuning  eqiuvalenta  bj  treaty  atipnlatdon.  The 
section  propoeea  a  speed;  repeal  of  the  dnty  on 
tliis  description  of  salt  and  V  operation  of  law 
alone.  The  reasons  for  this  exception  are — 
,fir*t,  in  the  prime  neaeasity  and  murersalitj  of 
the  nee  of  uie  article ;  teamcUs,  in  the  small 
olfject  it  would  present  for  negotiation,  the 
nnmber  of  powers  Irom  which  we  get  salt  be- 
ing above  a  doien,  which  would  render  aboli- 
tion hj  negotiation  tediooa  and  dilatory,  and 
the  amount  of  dnty  relinqajBhed  to  each,  too 
inconsiderable  to  affect  her  policy,  while  the 
^grecate  to  lu  b  great ;  thirdly.  In  the  neces- 
sity <H  repealing  the  fiahmg  bomities  and  allow- 
anoe^  which  are  dependent  npon  the  dnty  on 
Uiis  desra^ption  of  foreign  salt,  and  most  stand 
or  laU  with  that  dnty. 

I  have  now  finished  the  expontion  of  the  fea- 
tnrea  and  principles  of  my  bill ;  bat  Joatioe  to 
my  plan  and  to  myself  will  not  permit  me  to 
stop  here.  The  plan  is  new ;  and  whatAver  is 
new  has  the  prejndlces  of  time  and  age  to  en- 
oonnter,  and  the  fears  of  timidity  and  caution 
to  overcome.  Its  novelty  will  exoite  many 
enemies ;  Uie  reasons  which  I  m^  give,  and 
which  are  the  frnit  of  mnch  research  and  med- 
italion,  may  aatia^  some  and  convert  them  into 
frieoda. 

It  oertunly  presents  the  tariff  question  tmder 
a  new  point  of  view  to  the  American  people. 

That  qoeation  has  heretofore  rested  npon  two 
great  princ^tlee : 

1.  FBOnonoir;  9.  Rrrixuiron, 

Under  the  firat  principle  we  sooght  a  Lome 
mpply  of  articles  essential  to  oor  general  inde. 
pwidence,  and  to  our  safety  in  time  of  war. 

tinder  tte  second  principle  we  retaliate  npon 
other  nations  the  evils  of  their  own  policy  in 
piling  dnties  apon  onr  productions. 

It  la  not  to  be  dissembled  that  the  tariff  pol- 
icy, on  both  principles,  has  powerfully  appealed 
to  the  sympathies  and  tbe  patriotism  of  the 
American  people,  and  while  kept  within  rea- 
sonable limits  had  the  general  approbation  of 
all  quarters  of  the  Union ;  North,  Sonth,  West, 
and  Centre.  The  tariff  policy  has  been  in  force 
in  these  States  for^  years,  and  has  only  excited 
discontent  wiQiin  Uie  last  ten  or  fiiteen  yean, 


and  unoe  it  has  been  poshed  beyond  Its  own 
principles.  The  results  are,  increased  duties 
at  home  and  abroad ;  Imports  bnrthened,  uid 
exports    borthened — the    candle  lit  at  both 

Under  the  plan  which  I  propose^  the  tariff 
question  will  present  itself  to  the  people  in  thii 
p<rint  of  view : 

1.  Protection  to  every  essential  bnnch  d 
industry. 

2.  Retaliation,  as  an  alternative,  where  eqidv- 
alents  are  refosed. 

8.  Reciprocity  of  benefits  instead  of  reci- 
procity of  injuries, 

4.  The  Abolition  of  twelve  millions  of  dn&«^ 
at  home,  on  imports, 

6.  The  abolition  of  an  equal  amount  of  dn- 
ties,  abroad,  on  exports. 

6.  Discrimination  between  the  articles  vbiish 
a  viae  policy  requires,  or  does  not  require,  to 
be  made  at  home,  and  between  the  mlioiu 
which  grant  or  refuse  us  equivalents. 

Y.  Increased  importations  of  gold  and  rilver. 

6.  Increased  value  of  the  intmnal  trade  vith 
]U!exico- 

The  reaults  of  the  new  plan,  according  te 
this  view  of  its  advantages,  wtAild  be  om- 
whelming  in  ita  fovor.  Let  ns  verify  thcM  re- 
sults, and  instify  these  views. 

In  the  first  place,  nnder  the  protecting  prin- 
ciple which  it  contuns,  duties  will  remua  on 
foreign  artictea,  rivals  of  our  own  industry,  to 
the  amount  of  about  ten  millions  of  dollin, 
The  support  of  tbe  Government  wiU  require 
this  sum,  and  tlie  raising  of  this  sum  will  p«e 
protection  to  our  dommtio  industry ;  it  wiU 
give  it  as  an  incident  to  the  coHection  of  reve- 
nue, and  to  this  there  will  be  no  obJedioD  is 
any  part  of  the  Union. 

In  the  second  place,  we  AsH  terminate  tbs 
unprofitable  contest  wnich  we  arc  now  cinr- 
ing  on  with  foreign  nations— a  contest  in  whlrii 
the  only  question  is.  which  shall  do  most  harm 
to  the  commerce  of  the  other— and  substitoU 
for  it  a  beneficial  rivalry  in  the  walks  of  fr« 
trade,  based  upon  the  unfettered  eicbssEe  « 
surplus  prodnctioDa,  to  the  amount  of  forty 
millions  at  the  start,  to  increase  annnaUj  iriih 


In  the  third  place  the  abolition  of  ts-tUs 
millions  of  dnties  will  be  the  repeal  of  riitwn 
millions  of  taxes,  counting  the  merchant'e  profit 
at  88i  per  cent. ;  and  thu  repeal  wiU  be  leli  in 
every  family  in  the  purchase  of  its  neceffianeis 
ita  comforts,  and  its  Inzmies.  Dnen  for  tbe 
person,  the  table,  and  the  bed,  would  be  one- 
third  cheaper.  Gofi'ee  would  be  seven  eenls 
cheaper  in  the  potmd ;  tea,  one-third ;  winM 
and  Mlks,  one-third ;  and  so  of  all  the  erticte 
enumerated  in  the  bilL  Every  family  would 
save  one-third,  or  upwards,  of  its  aonasl  "lor* 
account;  every  State  would  retain,  within  iH 
limits,  its  proportion  of  these  riiteen  raiUions; 
and  all  the  shame  and  nuschief  of  [JcAting  and 
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oombinuig,  and  wrangling,  here,  about  the  di- 
vi^on  of  so  mach  spoil,  would  be  avoided. 

In  the  fonrtli  and  fifth  places,  the  principle 
of  equivalents  would  gain  an  abolition  of  dn- 
tiea  on  oar  prodnctjons  in  foretgo  porta,  eqoal 
to  the  abolition  made  here  npon  foreign  pro- 
dnctioDs.  We  wonld  bn;  cheaper  and  sell 
tiigher.  Inat«ad  of  pajiiig  the  valne,  and,  in 
MHne  iastanoes,  ten  tunes  the  valae  of  onr  pro- 
duct^ for  the  priTilege  of  Belling  tliem  in  a  for~ 
dgn  market,  we  woiud  get  these  foreign  dntjeii 
reaaced  to  a  reasonable  amount.  Onr  prodno- 
tiong  are  ciiiefly  dntied  in  foreign  conntries,  not 
for  protection,  bat  for  revenne ;  and  the  eipe- 
ri«ice  of  all  nations,  and  especially'  of  Great 
Britain,  proves  that  revenue  is  productive  in 
proportion  to  its  moderation  and  fairness; 
smuggling  and  non-coasumption  always  disap- 
pointing the  calonlationa  <rf  short-sigated  en- 
pidity  in  the  impodtion  of  eaormoua  duties. 
But  these  will  be  ai^menta  for  onr  Ministers 
abroad,  which  Ihej  will  handle  with  more  abil- 
iCj  than  I  can  pretend  to. 

In  the  sixth  place,  the  principle  of  discrimi- 
nation which  mj  plan,  for  the  first  time  in  the 
progreas  of  the  tariff  polic;,  introdnc«s  and  es- 
tablishes, will  admit  of  a  salatary  distinction 
in  the  selection  of  articles  for  protection,  and 
in  the  application  of  retaliator;  measures  to 
impracticable  nations.  Thos  far  there  has  been 
no  discrimination,  either  in  articles  at  home  or 
nations  abroad,  in  onr  tariff  polioj.  To  pro- 
tect articles  which  con,  and  ongbt  to  be,  made 
*t  home,  we  have  dntied,  and  that  most  heav- 
ily, not  only  the  cherished  article,  bat  all  oth- 
03  belon^ng  to  the  same  branch,  thoogh  of 
kinds  Dot  made,  nor  necessarf  to  be  made,  in 
the  United  States.  Blankets  and  stronds  for 
the  Indian  trade,  fine  cottons,  almn  salt — I 
mention  a  few  articles  by  way  of  example- 
are  evidences  of  this  want  of  discrimination. 
Among  notions,  this  wont  of  discrimination 
has  been  eqnslly  palpable.  Great  Britain  bos 
been  severe  upon  oar  tobacco,  grain,  and  pro- 
viaons ;  to  retaliate  upon  her  we  have  been  se- 
vere, not  onl;  npon  her  productions,  bat  npon 
the  productions  of  Franca,  Germany,  and  all 
the  nalioiis  with  whom  we  trade.  This  want 
of  diBcrimlnation  among  nations  may  be  the 
necessaiT  effect  of  regnlating  onr  tariff  by  law 
alone.  S  so,  the  argoment  becomes  still  spong- 
er in  favor  of  my  plan  by  law  and  ne^tiation 
combined,  which  admits  of  discrimination ; 
which  offera  the  same  advantageous  terms  to 
all  nations,  and  leaves  retalistorv  datiea  in 
force  ogainst  those  only  which  jnstJy  incur  our 
resentment,  by  refusing  to  receive  oar  prodnc- 
tion?  npon  the  terms  that  we  offer  to  receive 
theirs.  To  them  I  say,  in  the  thrice-iepeated 
langnage  of  the  great  Jefferson,  "  Free  trade  is 
not  to  De  given  in  exchange  for  vexations  and 
restrictions !  " 

Seventhly,  in  obtuning  increased  importa-' 
tiona  of  gold  and  silver.  The  TTnitod  Btates 
have  no  silver  or  gold  mines,  except  those  in 
mjr  QAtive  State,  (Korth  Carolina.)    They  are 
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dependent  upon  fordgn  oonntries  for  their  sap- 
ply  of  these  metals.  To  the  amount  of  one  or 
two  millions  they  are  obtained  trom  the  West 
Indies,  and  Other  neighborinK  countries,  in  re- 
turn for  domestic  prodnctioas,  chiefly  pro- 
visions. Bat  the  main  supply  is  obtuned  by 
the  circuitous  operation  of  sending  oar  tobacco, 
cotton,  and  rioe,  to  Europe,  ex<£anging  them 
for  fine  goods,  and  selling  these  goals  in  die 
southern  republics.  Onr  trade  with  Ueiico  if 
a  complete  ulostration  of  this  process.  We  oV 
tained  from  her,  in  1828 — taking  the  lost  year 
to  which  the  retoms  are  made  up  and  printed 
— four  millions  of  dollars  in  gold  and  silver, 
and  seven  hundred  thousand  dollars'  worth  ia 
other  prodacta;  we  exported  to  her  aboat 
seven  hundred  thoosond  dollars'  worth  of  onr 
domestic  products,  just  enoa«h  to  balance  her^ 
leaving  the  whole  amonnt  of  gold  and  silver  to 
have  been  acquired  by  other  exchanges.  What 
were  these  exchanges  t  They  were  the  fine 
cloths  and  cossimerea,  the  linens,  silks,  cam- 
brics, muslins,  rich  carpets,  winea,  and  porce- 
lain, which  our  cotton  and  tobacco  had  bought 
in  Europe,  and  which  were  either  carried  di- 
rect to  Mexico,  or  re-exported  from  this  coun- 
try under  the  system  of  drawbacks.  This 
makes  it  clear,  that  whatever  will  facilitate  the 
exchange  of  our  cotton  and  tobacco  for  the 
fine  goods  of  Europe,  will  enhance  the  impoi^ 
tation  of  the  precious  metals  into  the  United 
States;  andnothing  can  facilitate  this  eichonge 
so  mnoh  as  redactions  of  duty  npon  the  articles 
which  compose  it.  The  cotton  plantations  and 
tobacco  fields  of  the  Sonth  and  West  are  thus 
the  gold  and  silver  mines  of  the  Unitod  States ; 
and  blind,  stupid,  and  snioidal  is  the  policy 
which  woinld  destroy  these  fields  and  planto- 

'  Eighthly,  in  prranoting  the  internal  trade 
with  Mexico.  This  trade  b  <*.arried  on  partly 
in  domestic,  partly  in  European  goods.  Its 
present  returns  are  about  a  qaorter  of  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars.  So  for  as  foreign  goods  enter 
into  its  amount,  there  is  a  loss  to  the  trader  of 
the  whole  amonnt  of  the  duty  paid ;  the  want 
of  custom-houses  on  the  frontiers  rendering 
the  application  of  the  drawback  oystem  diffi- 
colt  and  objectionable.  The  abolition  of  duties 
on  the  foreign  articles  used  in  that  trade,  chiefly 
fine  goods,  wonld  pat  the  inland  trader  on  a 
footing  with  the  smpper  from  the  seaport,  and 
probably  enhance  the  returns  of  the  trade,  in  a 
orief  period,  from  a  qaart«r  of  a  million,  to 
one  or  two  millions  of  dollars. 

These  are  the  resnlts  of  my  plan,  verified  aa 
fully  OS  established  facts,  fur  inductions,  oad 
probabilities  approaching  to  eert^ty,  can  ver- 
ify any  untried  eiperimeat.  They  are  the  re- 
snlts  of  free  trade,  qualified  by  the  poUcy  of 
protection  and  the  necessities  of  revenne ;  two 
<inaliflcations  which,  in  my  view,  reduce  them- 
selves to  one :  for  they  are  convertible  propo- 
utions — the  revenue  resulting  from  the  protec- 
tion, and  the  protection  bata  the  revenue. 
Anti-tariff  citizens  can  have  no  objeetioa  to  it, 
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for  tiiej  admit  Uie  proteotioa  which  springs 
from  a  &ir  ezenuse  of  the  reTenne-TunnE 
power ;  the  snppOTters  of  tb«  tariff  policjr,  and 
e8ped^;r  the  real  maniifactnren — not  the  po- 
litical ones— bat  the  actual  owners  and  work- 
era,  can  have  no  ol^eotioQ  to  it^  for  it  leaves 
them  all  their  present  protection,  procnrea 
thetn  better  markets  abroad,  gives  them  com- 
forts and  necessaries,  as  tea,  coffee,  &&,  cheap- 
er than  the;  now  get  them,  and  facilitstes  the 
acqnisitioa  of  the  materisl  to  several  branches 
of  mann&ctnre,  as  the  tunbrell^  the  ha^  the 
lady's  ehoe^  bonnet,  &o^  in  which  silk  is  an 
essential  purt ;  and  whlt^  will  be  got  one-third 
cheaper  when  the  dntv  on  that  article  is  abol- 
ished. 

This  being  the  case,  the  "  crowning  mere;  " 
of  mj  plan  wonld  be  the  speedj  death  and 
burial  of  the  tariff  qnestioo,  and,  with  its  in- 
terment, a  restoration  of  that  humonj  of  the 
Union  which  all  troe  patriots  denre,  and  which 
the  progren  of  this  qnestion  has  so  greatly  im- 
paired. 

The  last  section  of  mj  bill  stiU  remtUns  to  be 
considered.  It  is  the  one  which  proposes  to  abol- 
ish the  doty  jrptai  alnm  salt,  and  to  repeal  the 
laws  which  authorize  the  fishing  bonnties  and 
allowanoes. 

To  epare  to  anj  gentleman,  said  Ur.  B.,  the 
ROppoaed  neoeaeitr  of  reheainng  to  me  a  lec- 
ture npoD  the  importance  of  the  fisheries,  I  will 
premise  that  I  have  some  acqn^tance  with  the 
Botfject ;  that  I  know  the  nsheriee  to  be  vain- 
able,  for  the  food  the;  produce,  the  oommeroe 
tbej  create,  the  mariners  they  perfect,  the  em- 
plojment  thej  give  to  artdsana  in  the  building 
of  vessels,  and  the  consumption  of  wood,  hemp, 
and  iron.  I  also  know  that  the  fishermen  ap- 
plied for  the  bonntiee,  at  the  commenoemeDt  of 
onr  present  form  of  Oovenunent,  which  the 
British  sire  to  their  flsherie«,  and  that  it  was 
denied  l£em  npon  the  report  of  the  Secretaij 
nt  State,  (Mr.  Jeffbrson;)  and  I  have  lately 
read  the  six  docan  acta  of  Ctngress,  general 
and  partioolai,  passed  in  the  last  fbrtjr  years, 
from  17B9  to  1839,  iDolosive,  giving  the  Donn- 
ttee  and  allowancce,  which  it  is  my  present 
pnipose  to  abolish,  with  the  doty  on  alnm  sal^ 
which  is  the  foundation  upon  which  all  this 
saperstmctore  of  legislative  eoaotmenta  has 
been  reared. 

I  say  the  sslt  tax,  and  en>edally  the  tax  on 
alum  salL  which  is  the  kiua  reqnued  for  the 
flsheriea,  is  the  fonndation  of  all  these  bounties 
and  allowances ;  and  that,  as  they  grew  up  to- 
gether, it  is  Ikir  and  regular  that  they  should 
dnk  and  fall  together. 

To  prove  this,  let  the  laws  speak, 

ThtLavm. 
1.  Act  of  Oongress,  1789,  grants  five  cents  a 
barrel  on  pickled  fish,  and  salted  proyisiona,  and 
five  cents  a  qnintal  on  dried  fish,  exported  from 
the  United  States,  in  lieu  of  a  drawback  of  the 
duties  imposed  on  the  importation  of  the  salt 
Qsed  in  onring  fooh  fish  and  provisions. 


IS.  B.  Daty  on  sal^  at  that  time,  lax  centi  s 
bushel. 

2.  Act  of  1790  inoreasea  the  bonnty  In  Ikn 
of  drawback  to  ten  cents  a  barrel  on  pi<^ed 
fish  and  aalted  provisions,  and  ten  centa  s  quin- 
tal on  dried  fish.  The  duty  on  salt  bong  thea 
r^sed  to  twelve  cents  a  bnsbeL 

8.  Act  of  1T93  repesls  the  boonty  in  lien  of 
drawback  on  dried  fish,  and  in  lieu  of  that,  sad 
as  a  commntation  and  equivalent  therefer,  lo- 
thorizes  an  allowBuoB  to  be  paid  to  twsIs  In 
the  cod  fishery  (dried  fish)  at  the  rate  of  cue 
dollar  and  fifty  cents  a  ttm  on  vessels  of  twen^ 
to  thirty  tons ;  two  dollars  and  fifty  G«its  oa 
tonnage  of  vessels  above  thirty  tons;  with  i 
limitation  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  ddlin 
for  the  highest  allowance  to  any  nsseL 

4.  A  enpplementary  act,  of  the  sane  jest, 
adds  twenty  per  cent,  to  each  head  of  tboa 
allowaaces. 

6.  Act  of  I7b7  increases  the  bonnty  (ffl  Bill- 
ed provisions  to  eighteen  cents  a  barrel;  ob 
pickled  fiah  to  twenty-two  cents  a  barrel;  ud 
adds  tMrty-three  and  a  third  per  cent  to  lbs 
allowance  in  favor  of  the  cod  fishing  vomIl 
Dnty  on  salt,  at  the  same  tame^  being  laiMd  to 
twenty  centa  a  busheL 

e.  Act  of  1799  increases  the  bomtj  on 
pickled  fish  to  thirty  cents  a  barrel,  od  ailtid 
provisions  to  twenty-five. 

7-  Act  of  1800  continues  all  pieriont  sett 
(for  bounties  and  allowaaces)  for  ten  yean,  ud 
makes  this  proviso:  That  these  sUowsdms 
shall  not  be  understood  to  be  oontdnned  for  s 
longer  time  than  the  correspondcot  duties  m 
salt,  respectively,  for  which  the  sud  additioBil 
allowances  were  granted,  shdl  be  u^st^ 

8.  Act  of  1B07  repeals  aU  laws  laying  s  dslj 
on  imported  salt,  and  for  paying  bototiM  at 
the  exportation  of  [rii^ed  fish  and  ssllsd  pro- 
vi^ns,  and  making  aUowancas  to  fiiUiig  ni- 
seis—Mr.  Jefferson  being  then  Fre^wt 

9.  Act  of  1818  (^ves  a  bonnty  a  t«»tr 
oents  a  barrel  on  pickled  fish  exported,  sad 
sllows  to  the  cod  fishing  vessels  at  the  ntc  a 
two  dollars  and  forty  cents  the  ton  fiv  vMMb 
between  tweuty  and  thirty  tons,  fbnr  dollsn  ■ 
ton  for  vessels  above  thirty,  with  a  linuUtion 
of  two  hundred  and  seventy-two  doQsn  for  tli* 
highest  allowance ;  and  a  proviso,  thst  vo 
bounty  or  allowance  shonld  ne  paid  nslM  it 
was  proved  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  edtectn 
that  the  fish  was  wholly  cored  with  fo«^ 
salt,  and  the  doty  on  it  secured  or  paid.  1w 
salt  duty,  at  the  rate  of  twenty  oents  a  bnihd, 
was  revived  as  a  war  tax,  at  the  saaw  time- 
Bonnties  on  salted  provinons  were  omitted. 

10.  Act  of  1818  continued  the  act  of  1813  a 
force,  which,  being  for  the  war  only,  wM"d 
otherwise  have  expired. 

11.  Act  of  1B19  increases  the  aDowsnee  to 
vessels  in  the  cod  fishery  to  three  dc*Isn»M 
fifty  cents  a  ton  on  v^sela  ftom  five  to  thirtj ; 
to  four  dollars  a  ton  on  vessels  above  thir^  IMJj 
with  a  limiUtion  of  three  hundred  snd  Utj 
dollars  for  the  Tnariip"!?  sllowsnce. 
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13.  Act  of  18S8  kntLorituthem&ckerel  fieh- 
inr  TeeselB  to  take  oat  liceiueB  like  the  cod 
S^inx  TCMeli,  under  which  it  is  reported  hj 
the  vigilant  Secretary  of  the  TrABsmy,  that 
mone7  ia  iU^tallf  drawn  hy  the  mackerel  ves- 
tela — the  newspaper*  say  to  the 
thirty  to  fiilT  thousand  dollars  per 

These  recitals  of  legislative  eDactmenta  are 
sufficient  to  prove  that  the  fishing  bonntiea  and 
allowances  are  bottomed  npon  the  salt  dnty, 
and  moit  stand  or  faU  with  that  duty.  I  will 
now  give  mj  reaaons  for  proposing  to  abolish 
the  doty  on  atom  salt,  and  will  do  it  in  the  sim- 
plest fbnn  of  narrative  statement ;  the  reasons 
themselves  being  of  a  nature  too  weighty  and 
obvionB  to  need,  or  even  to  admit  of  coloring 
or  esag^ration  from  arts  of  speech. 

1.  Because  it  is  an  article  of  indispensable 
necessity  in  the  provition  trade  of  the  United 
States.  No  beef  or  pork  for  the  army  or  navy, 
(w  for  consumption  in  the  South,  or  for  ex- 

Ertation  abroad,  can  be  pnt  np  except  in  this 
id  of  salt..  If  pot  np  in  common  salt,  "  ' 
rejeoted  abeolntely  by  the  commisBaries  of 
army  and  navy,  and  if  taken  to  the  Suuui 
most  be  repacked  in  almn  salt,  at  an  expense  of 
one  dollar  and  twelve  and  a  half  cents  a  bar- 
rel, before  it  is  exported,  or  sold  for  domestio 
eonsomption.  The  qoantity  of  provisions  which 
reqnire  this  salt,  and  most  have  it,  is  prodi- 
gioni,  and  annnally  inoreaaing.  The  exports  of 
1828  were,  of  bee^  siity  thousand  barrels,  of 
pork,  fifty-fonr  thousand  barrels,  of  bacon,  one 
million  mne  hnndred  thousand  pomida  weight, 
batter  and  cheese,  two  million  pounds  weight. 
The  value  of  these  articles  was  two  millions 
and  a  qnarter  of  dollars.  To  this  amount  must 
be  sdoed  the  supply  for  the  army  and  navy, 
aud  all  that  was  sent  to  the  South  for  home 
consumption,  every  pound  of  which  had  to  be 
cm^  in  this  kind  of  aalt,  for  common  salt  will 
not  core  it.  The  Western  country  is  the  great 
producer  of  provisions ;  and  there  ia  scarcely 
a  &nner  in  the  whole  extent  of  that  vast  re- 
gion whose  interest  does  not  require  a  prompt 
repeal  of  the  dnty  on  this  desoriptiou  of  salt. 

9.  BecaoM  no  salt  of  this  kind  is  made  iu 
the  United  States  nor  any  rival  to  it,  or  sub- 
Btitnte  for  it.  It  is  a  foreign  im^rtation, 
brought  from  various  islands  in  the  West  In- 
dies, belonging  to  England,  France,  Spain,  and 
Demnark;  aiul  fromlisbmL  St.  Ubes,  Gibral- 
tar, the  Bay  of  Biscay,  and  IJverpool.  The 
principles  of  the  protecting  system  do  not  ex- 
tend to  it :   for  no  quantity  of  protection  can 


teetioD,  baa  been  in  force  near  thirty  years,  and 
has  not  prodnoed  a  pound.  We  are  still  thrown 
eiclunvely  upon  the  foreign  supply.  The  prin- 
ciples of  the  proteoling  system  can  only  apply 
to  common  salt,  the  product  of  which  is  con- 
siderable in  the  United  States ;  and  upon  that 
kind,  the  present  dnty  ia  proposed  to  be  left  In 
full  force. 
3.  BecauM  the  dnt;  is  enormous,  and  quad- 


ruples the  price  of  the  salt  to  the  farmer.  The 
ori^ual  vtuue  of  salt  is  about  fifteen  oenta  the 
measured  bushel  of  eighty-four  pounds.  But 
the  tariff  substitutes  weight  for  measure,  and 
fixes  that  weight  at  fifty-rii  pounds,  instead  of 
eighty-four.  Upon  that  fifty-six  pounds,  a  duty 
of  twenty  cents  is  Md,  Upon  this  dnty,  the 
retail  merchant  has  his  profit  of  eight  or  ten 
cents,  and  then  reduces  his  bushel  from  fifty- 
six  to  fifty  pounds.  The  consequence  of  all 
these  operations  is,  that  the  &rmer  pays  about 
three  times  as  much  for  a  weighed  bnshel  of 
fitly  pounds,  aa  he  Would  have  pud  for  a  mea»- 
ured  bushel  of  eighty-four  poonds,  if  this  dnty 
had  never  been  imposed. 

4.  Because  the  duty  is  unequal  in  its  open^ 
tion,  and  falls  heavily  on  some  parts  (tf  the 
community,  and  produces  profit  to  others.  It 
is  a  heavy  tax  on  the  farmers  of  the  West,  who 
export  provisions ;  and  no  tax  at  all,  but  rather 
a  source  of  profit^  to  that  branch  of  the  fish- 
eries to  which  the  allowauoes  of  the  veesela 
apply.  Exporters  of  providons  have  the  same 
ouum  to  these  allowances  tliat  exporters  of  fldi 
have.  Both  claims  rest  upon  the  same  princi- 
ple, and  npon  the  principle  of  all  drawbacks, 
that  of  refonding  the  duty  paid  on  the  im- 
ported salt,  which  is  re-exported  on  salted  fish 
and  provisions.  The  same  principle  covers  the 
beef  and  pork  of  the  farmer  which  covers  the 
fish  of  the  fisherman ;  and  such  was  the  law, 
as  I  have  shown,  for  the  first  eighteen  years 
that  these  bounties  and  allowances  were  an- 
thorized.  Fish  and  provisions  fared  alike  from 
1789  to  1807.  Bounties  and  allowances  b^an 
upon  them  together,  and  fell  together,  on  the 
repeal  of  the  salt  tax,  in  the  second  term  of 
Ur.  Jefferson's  administration.  At  the  renewal 
of  the  salt  tax,  in  1818,  at  the  commencement 
of  the  late  war,  they  parted  company,  and 
the  law,  in  the  exact  sense  of  the  proverb, 
has  made  fish  of  one  and  fleah  of  the  oth- 
er ever  since.  The  fishing  Interest  is  now 
drawing  abont  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand 
dollars  annually  from  the  Treasury ;  the  pro- 
vision rusers  draw  not  a  oent^  while  they  ex- 
port more  than  double  as  much,  and  ought, 
upon  the  same  principle,  to  draw  more  t^an 
double  as  much  money  &om  the  Treasury. 

6.  Because  it  is  the  means  of  drawing  an  un- 
due amount  of  money  fi-om  the  public  Treasury, 
under  the  idea  of  an  equivalent  for  the  draw- 
back of  duty  on  the  salb  used  in  the  curing  of 
fish.  The  omonnt  of  money  acttially  drawn  in 
that  way  is  about  four  millions  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  is  now  going  on 
at  the  rate  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  titonnand 
dollars  per  annum,  and  constanUy  augmenting. 
That  this  amount  ia  more  than  the  legal  idea 
recognizes,  or  contemplates,  is  proved  in  vari- 
ous ways.  1.  By  comparing  tiie  quantity  of 
salt  supposed  to  have  been  used,  with  the  quan- 
tity of  fish  known  to  have  been  exported, 
within  a  given  year.  This  test,  for  the  year 
1828,  would  exhibit  about  seventy  millions  of 
pounds  weight  of  salt  on  abont  fiirty  millions 
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of  ponnda  weight  of  flBh.  This  would  mppose 
abont  a  pound  and  three-qaBrtera  of  salt  npon 
eaoh  pound  of  fish.  3.  Bj  comparing  the 
valne  of  the  salt  rapposed  to  have  been  iiBed, 
with  the  value  of  the  fish  known  to  have  been 
exported.  Xhta  test  would  gire  two  hundred 
ana  fortj-eight  thousand  d^lare  for  llio  salt 
dat;  on  about  one  million  of  dollars'  worth  of 
fish ;  making  tbe  dnlj  one-fourth  of  its  value. 
Oq  this  basis,  the  amount  of  the  dntv  on  the 
salt  used  on  exported  provisions  would  be  near 
dx  hundred  thousand  dollars.  8.  By  compar- 
ing the  increasing  aUowonoes  for  salt  with  the 
deoreadng  exportation  of  fish.  This  test,  for 
two  ^ven  periods,  the  rate  of  allowance  being 
the  same,  would  produce  this  result;  In  the 
year  1S20,  three  hundred  and  twenty-one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  nineteen  quintals  of 
dried  fish  exported^  and  one  hondred  and 
ninety-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  twen- 
^-fonr  dollars  paid  for  the  commntation  of  the 
Mtlt  drawback:  1828,  two  hundred  and  sixty- 
flve  thousand  two  hundred  and  seventeen  quin- 
tals of  dried  fish  exported,  and  two  bundred 
sod  thirty-nine  thonsand  one  hundred  and 
forty-five  dollars  paid  for  the  conunutation. 
These  conn>arisons  establish  the  fact  that  money 
Is  onlawiully  drawn  from  the  Treasury  by 
means  of  these  fishing  allowances,  bottomed  on 
the  salt  doty,  and  that  fact  is  expressly  stated 
bytbe Secretory oftbe Treasury,  (M>.  Ingham,) 
in  his  report  upon  the  finances,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  session  of  Congress. 
[See  page  8  of  the  report,] 

6.  Because  it  has  become  a  practical  viola- 
tion of  one  of  the  most  eqnitable  clauses  in  the 
Oonstitntion  of  the  United  States^— the  clause 
which  declares  that  duties,  taxes,  and  excises, 
shall  be  uniform  throughout  the  Union.  There 
is  no  nniformifrf  in  the  operation  of  this  tax. 
Far  from  it.  It  empties  the  pockets  of  some, 
and  fills  tbe  pockets  of  others.  It  Tetums  to 
some  five  times  as  much  as  they  pay,  and  to 
others  it  returns  not  a  cent.  It  gives  to  the 
fishing  interest  two  hundred  and  fifty  thonsand 
dollars  per  annum,  and  not  a  cent  to  the  farm- 
ing interest,  which,  npon  the  same  principle, 
would  be  entitled  to  ux  hundred  thonsand  dol- 
lars per  annum. 

7.  Because  this  duty  now  rests  upon  a  false 
basis — a  basis  which  makes  it  the  interest  of 
one  part  of  the  Union  to  keep  it  up,  while  it  is 
the  intereet  of  other  parts  to  get  rid  of  iL  It 
b  the  interest  of  the  West  to  alwlish  this  duty ; 
it  is  the  interest  of  the  Korthesat  to  perpetu- 
ate it.  The  former  loses  money  by  it ;  the  lat- 
ter makes  money  by  it ;  and  a  tax  that  becomes 
a  money-making  business  is  a  solecism  of  the 
highest  order  of  absurdity.  Yet  such  is  the 
fact.  The  Treasury  reoorGJa  prove  it,  and  it  will 
afford  the  Northeast  a  brilliant  opportunity  to 
manifest  their  diainterestod  afiection  to  the 
West,  by  giviM  up  their  own  profit  in  this  tax. 
to  relieve  the  west  from  the  burthen  it  imposes 
npon  her. 

8.  Because  tbe  repeal  of  the  duty  will  not 
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carrymg  money  out  of  the  Treasury,  a&  well  as 
bringing  it  in.  The  issue  is  two  himdred  and 
fifty  thousand  dollars,  perhws  the  fidl  maont 
which  accrues  on  the  kmd  of  salt  to  wUch  ths 
abolition  extends.  The  dut^,  and  the  fiahing 
allowances  bottomed  npon  it,  falling  togetber 
as  they  did  when  Mr.  JeS'erB9n  was  Frcitdeot, 
would  probably  leave  the  amount  of  nvtnw 
unaffected. 

S.  Because  it  hdixigs  to  an  mihappy  period 
in  the  history  of  oor  <£)ver&ment,  uA  came  to 
us,  in  its  present  magmtude,  in  company  willi 
an  odious  and  repndifSed  set  tfrneasorea  Tbt 
maximum  of  twenty  cents  a  bushel  tsa  salt  vn 
fixed  in  the  year  '98,  and  was  the  fruit  of  tb* 
same  ^stem  which  produced  the  alien  and  w- 
dition  laws,  the  eight  per  cent,  loans,  the  Ktmp 
act,  the  black  coc&ade,  and  the  standing  trny 
in  time  of  peace.  It  was  one  (S  the  cootriT- 
ances  of  that  disastrous  period  for  eitortiiig 
money  fi«m  the  people,  for  the  support  of  thst 
strong  and  splendia  Govermneot  which  wu 
then  the  cherished  vision  of  so  many  exalted 
heads.  Tbe  refbrming  hand  of  Jefferson  over- 
threw it,  and  all  the  superstructure  of  fiahing 
allowances  which  waa  erected  npon  iL  Hm 
exigencies  of  the  late  war  caosed  it  to  be  re- 
vived, for  the  term  of  the  war,  and  tbe  inlerctt 
of  some,  and  the  neglect  of  others,  have  F«t- 
mitted  it  to  continue  ever  sinoe.  It  is  ao«  out 
duty  to  sink  it  a  second  time.  We  profess  to 
be  disciples  of  the  Jeffersonian  school ;  let  u 
act  up  to  our  profeesion,  and  complete  tbe  task 
which  our  master  set  na. 

This  concludes  what  I  have  to  sty  on  tbe 
present  occasion,  I  fiatter  myself  that  1  bii^ 
vindicated  the  title  of  my  bill;  thst  I  h»ta 
shown  it  to  be  a  bill  to  provide  for  tbe  iboB- 
tion  of  unnecessary  duties ;  to  relieve  the  i>eo- 
pie  iiata  sixteen  millions  of  taxes  |  and  to  im- 
prove the  condition  of  the  agrioultore,  mmo^ 
factnres,  oommeree,  and  navigation,  of  ibe 
United  States,  I  now  submit  my  motiaii,  m 
form,  for  leave  to  bring  it  in. 

[The  leave  was  thereupon  granted,  and  tbe 
bill  read  the  first  time.] 

WKDHMDiT,  February  S*. 
Mr.  Faot't  Solution— Sv,aifieati»%. 

Mr.  WooDBUBT  swd  i  The  alien  and  seditioii 
laws  soon  after  brought  the  hostile  p»'*'*j'2* 
crisis;  and  then  the  strong  reasoning  of ^■ 
Uadison,  in  the  Virginia  resolutions  of  mi, 
and  the  acute  mind  of  Mr.  Jefferaou.  in  thwe 
of  Kentucky,  and  the  whole  influence  of  twr 
democratic  coadjutors  thronghont  the  UdjW. 
were  concentrated  agwnst  those  alarming  iWfr 
trines,  and  their  fatal,  practical  cons«inen« 
One  of  the  Virginia  resoludons  waa  u  ««* 
words :  (Virg.  Res.  p.  4.) 

"  Thit  this  Aasembiy  doth  explidUj  sml  P»^ 
torily  declsre,  that  it  raws  the  powers  «  ™^l^ 
eral  Ooveniment,  as  resnUng  from  lbs  co^P*"  " 
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which  th«  SUtM  vn  putlM,  m  limited  hj  the  plain 
Kose  and  intention  of  the  inatnmient  constituting 
tint  eompect,  u  no  fkrther  Tilid  than  the;  are  an- 
tlioriied  by  the  gnnte  enumerated  in  that  compaatj 
md  tliat,  m  ease  of  a  delilierale,  palpable,  and  dan- 
geram  eieicba  of  other  powera,  not  granted  b;  the 
lud  eomput,  the  6t»tea  who  are  partiee  thereto 
bare  the  ligfat,  and  are  in  dot;  bound,  ' 


Another  resolution  ie  in  these  words :  (Yirg. 
Bes.  p.  e.) 

"Tbti  the  Ocneral  Assembly  doth  also  eipnn 
its  deep  r^iet  tliat  a  tptal  haa,  in  anndrj  instwtees, 
been  manifeated  by  the  Federal  OoTeniment  to  en- 
laige  iu  power,  bj  the  foraed  eonstmclioiis  of  the 
couthutional  eharter  wliioli  deflnea  them ;  and  Chat 
indicstioiie  bare  tifftmi  of  a  design  to  expound 
certain  general  phrases,  vhich,  hariuK  been  copied 
from  the  rerj  limited  grant  of  powers  id  tbe  former 
iiddee  of  ecmfederation,  were  the  less  liable  to  be 
■uMODStrned,  so  as  to  destroy  the  meaning  and  ef- 
IM  of  the  particulaT  enmneradon,  which  neceasa- 
tUf  eipluns  and  Emits  the  general  phrases,  sad  so 
■a  to  eoasofldate  the  States  by  degrees  Into  one 
MTerngnty;  the  obrkras  tendenn  and  ineritable 
nenlt  S  which  wonld  be,  to  transform  the  present 
tepoblican  system  of  tbe  United  Btstesintoanabso- 
hts,  or,  at  best,  a  Esixed  monaichy." 


the 


Hr.  Jefibrson,  ia  his  letters,  has  followed  up 
Idess,  and  never  parted,  W  he  partea 


with  life  itself  from  this  democrstio 
the  coostitittioiuJ  oompact.  ~ 

"  You  win  hsTO  learned  that  an  act  for  Internal 
improTement,  after  paa^ig  both  Houses,  was  nega- 
liTed  by  the  President.  The  act  was  founded, 
sTowedly,  on  the  principle  that  tbe  phrase  in  tbe 
eoDStitDUoo,  which  aathorizei  CoDgreaa  '  to  lay  tax- 
es, to  pay  debts,  and  provide  for  the  general  wel- 
&re,'  was  an  extension  of  the  powers  specifically 
ennmersted  to  whatever  would  promote  tbe  general 
*el&ie  ;  and  tliia,  yon  know,  was  the  federal  doe- 
trine.  Whereas,  oar  tenet  ever  waa,  (and  Indeed  it 
ii  almost  the  only  lasdmaifc  which  now  divides  the 
fedcrahsts  &om  tbe  republicans,}  that  Congress  had 
not  unlimited  powen  to  provide  for  the  general 
wdfam,  but  were  reatruned  to  those  specifically 
mumersted ;  and  that,  as  it  was  never  meant  they 
ibonld  provide  for  that  welfare  bat  by  the  ex- 
erdae  of  the  enumeiated  powers,  so  it  could  not 
tare  been  meant  they  should  raise  money  for  pur- 
poses which  the  enumeration  did  not  pUce  under 
ihelr  action ;  cooseqaenUy,  that  the  specification  of 
power*  is  a  limitation  of  Uie  purposes  for  which  they 
aiay  ruse  money." — i  Jelt  Works,  806. 
The  Tu^inis  Eosolutions,  p.  13,  say  farther : 
"  Whether  tbe  exposition  of  the  general  phrases 
here  combated,  would  not,  by  degrees,  consolidate 
Ihe  States  into  one  sovereignty,  is  a  question  con- 
etnune  which  the  committee  can  perceive  little 
room  for  diflbrenee  of  opimon.  To  coiuiolidate  the 
Slates  into  ene  sovereignty,  nothing  more  can  be 
wanted  than  to  sepersede  their  respective  sovereign- 
ties in  tbe  esses  reserved  to  them,  by  eiCendiog  the 
uvereignty  of  the  United  Stales  to  sH  cases  of  the 
'  general  welfitre,'  that  Is  tossy,  to  'all  cases  what- 


Who  is  BO  blind  as  not  to  see,  in  the  ap- 
proaching condition  of  onr  Govemment,  on 
tbe  exUngnishmant  of  the  n^onal  debt,  and 
with  our  present  enormons  duties  retained, 
ore^ng  a  vast  snrplns  revenue  of  ten  or  fifteen 
millions  of  dollars ;  who  does  not  see  a  canse 
of  new  and  most  fearfol  apprehenstou  to  the 
States,  if  all  that  surplns,  as  well  as  all  the  pnb- 
lio  lands,  can,  and  shall  be  employed  under  the 
Gteneral  GovommeDt,  in  objects  that  Govern- 
ment may  think  conducive  to  the  "common 
good,"  or  "  general  welfare  t "  Who  does  not 
see  a  door  opened  to  favoritism  and  oorraptiou, 
which  may  let  in  irretrievable  rtiin  to  soood 
political  Jnatioe  and  equality,  and  overwhelm 
every  vestige  of  State  independence !  Who 
does  not  see — I  care  not  by  whose  hands  ad- 
ministered— I  say  the  same  in  a  minority  as 
when  in  a  minority — I  say  tbe  same  under  this 
as  nnder  the  last  administration — who  does  not 
see  a  power  never  contemplated  at  the  forma- 
tion (rf  tbe  oonstitntion,  and  which  can  never 
be  exercised  under  oar  present  political  system, 
withont  tainting  to  the  core,  Doth  those  who 
exercise  and  those  who  feel  it )  Do  I  say  this 
because  hostile  to  internal  improvements) 
Ko  1  Bnt  becanse  hostile  to  the  degeneracy,  if 
not  the  rain  of  our  oonfederacy ;  and  because  I 
wonld  advance  internal  improvements  at  the 
expense  of  the  States  and  individuals,  and  not 
at  the  expense  of  the  Union.  I  would  do  it 
the  only  waj  they  ever  can  be  advanced,  with 
safety  and  usefulness — according  to  the  resota- 
tion  of  New  Hampshire,  l>efore  read;  and  in 
those  oases  only  in  which  individuals  and  Statea 
can  see  their  private  and  local  interest  to  be  so 
much  promoted  by  these  improvements,  as  to 
warrant  the  undertakings  by  themselves. 

Haa  it  then  come  to  this,  nnder  such  a  Gov- 
ernment, that  one  of  the  parties  cannot,  in  any 
way,  Interpose  and  correct  its  ruinous  tenden- 
cies, and  its  insidions  constructions,  when  the 
great  exigencies  of  the  country  demand  it }  I 
think  there  has  been  more  apparent  than  real 
difference  on  this  point,  in  the  present  debate, 
Uost  most  admit  that  they  can  interfere  in 
some  way ;  so  said  tbe  fathers  of  democracy  in 
'S8 ;  BO  sud  the  Virginia  and  Kentucky  resolu- 
tions ;  and  so  do  those  say  whom  I  represent. 
They  can  interpose  ia  varions  ways.  Mj  the- 
ory on  this  sutyect  may  vary  more  in  form  than 
substance  fiom  other  gentlemen's,  but,  as  each 
speaks  for  himself  on  this  floor,  I  may  be  per- 
mitted te  state  briefly  it  is  this :  that  the  par- 
tiea  to  the  conBtitution  are  the  agents  of  the 
people  and  the  States,  placed  in  the  Qeneral 
Qovemment  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  agents 
of  the  people  placed  in  their  State  Governments 
on  the  other  hand ;  and  that  the  people  sep- 
arated from  their  agents,  are  only  tbe  great 
primary  power  and  fotmdation  of  the  whole, 
never  acting  as  one  whole  upon  or  ahont  the 
conBtitution  either  legislatively,  executively,  or 
judicially ;  but  acting  on  it,  in  those  forms,  or 
any  others,  only  by  their  agents  in  the  States 
and  in  the  General  Government.    But  tbe  peo- 
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pie  theiDBelTes  are  Btill  a  power  behind  the 
throne  greater  tiiaa  the  throne  itself;  aocL  en- 
trenoh.  yonraelves  sa  yon  maj,  to  the  teeth,  in 
parohmenta  and  constmctions,  they,  by  their 
agentSj  in  convention  in  the  States,  can  abolish 
every  matitatioii,  politicfd  or  civil,  of  the  Union 
or  of  the  respeotlTe  States. 

The  parties,  then,  in  colliaion  as  to  the  extent 
of  the  powers  given  bj  the  constitation  of  the 
Union,  are  seldom  the  people  with  their  agents 
of  either  class,  and  never  so  any  length  of  time 
without  a  Bnmment  redress;  but  the  opposing 
parties  are  generally,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
agents  of  the  people  and  the  States,  nnder  that 
constitution,  and  on  tiio  other  band,  their 
agents  nnder  the  State  constitntioiiB.  I  say  the 
agents  of  the  people  and  States  in  the  Qeneral 
Government,  as  the  States  are  technically  rep- 
resented here,  in  the  Senate,  and  may  always 
technically  and  solely  choose  all  the  electors  of 
the  executive  branch.  The  former,  ooUng  in 
the  administration  of  the  General  Goremmuit, 
causes  the  former,  properly  enongh  in  common 
parlance,  to  be  c^ed  the  General  Govemmeiit, 
and  the  latter  (he  States.  The  people,  as  snch, 
nnlesa  in  a  revolntioQary  condition,  cannot  cast 
a  single  vote,  hold  a  single  town  meeting,  or 
lay  out  a  road  of  ordinary  highway,  except 
through  State  power  and  State  ^irenoy.  I  ahall 
not  repeat  what  reasoning  and  illnstration  the 
gentleman  from  Eentncky  (Mr,  Rowan)  and 
South  Carolina  (Mr.  HAimt)  hare  adduced,  la 
proof  of  these  views,  but  merely  cite  a  clause, 
in  the  Virginia  resolutions  of  '98,  to  show,  that 
these  views,  whether  right  or  wrong,  were  the 
views  of  the  fathers  of  the  democratio  party, 
and  if  I  err,  I  err  with  the  Platos  and  Socrates 
of  my  political  futh.     (Virg.  Res.  p.  8.) 

"  The  other  portion  involved  In  this  branch  of 
the  reiolution,  namely, '  that  the  States  are  not  par- 
ties to  the  coDltitDtioli  or  compact,'  la,  in  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  committee,  equally  free  from  objection. 
It  is  indeed  tma  that  the  term  '  States '  is  some- 
times used  in  a  vague  sense,  and  sometimes  iu  differ- 
ent senses,  accordmg  to  the  sultject  to  which  it  is 
applied.     Thus  It  sometimes  means  the  separate 

-'  -is  occQfded  by  the  political  societies  within 


IS  orginiied  into  those  particular  ^emments ;  and 
lastly,  It  means  the  people  compostng  those  poliUoal 
societies  in  their  highest  political  soTereigu  capaci- 
W.  AlthoDgh  it  might  t«  wished  that  the  perfec- 
tion of  laognaae  admitted  tesa  divernty  in  tii«  slg- 
niAcation  of  the  same  words,  yet  little  inconven- 
iency  is  produced  by  it,  where  the  true  sense  can 
t>e  collected  with  certainty  from  the  different  ap- 
plications. In  the  present  instance,  whatever  d^- 
iereat  constructions  of  the  term  '  States,'  in  the  ree- 
oludon,  may  have  been  entertained,  all  will  at  least 
concur  in  that  last  mentioued ;  because  In  that  sense 
the  constitution  was  snbmitted  to  the  '  Sutes  ; '  in 
that  aensc  the  '  Slates '  ratified  it ;  and  in  that  sense 
of  the  term  '  States '  they  are  consequently  parties 
to  the  compact  from  which  the  powers  of  tiie  Fed- 
eral Government  result ." 
The  States,  then,  being  one  par^,  is  it  to  be 
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contended  that  still  the  other  party,  ttie  Gen- 
eral Qovenunent,  may  adopt  any  extended  oon- 
stmctiotl  of  the  powers  granted  nnder  the  oon- 
atitntion,  wilhout  any  efficient  right  on  the  part 
of  the  States  to  murmur,  remonstrate,  ■lt«,  or 
resist  (  Oertwnly  not,  I  should  think,  on  either 
«de  of  the  debate.  But  how  far  can  the^  go. 
and  "  where  shall  their  proud  waves  be  atwidr' 
The  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  a  tribunal  appointed,  orgsnised,  and  ao- 
oountable  only  to  one  par^  to  the  Qovenunoit, 
and  one  party  to  the  deoisioa  is  urged  on  tu  to 
be  the  great  final  balance  wheel  of  the  whole 
machinery.  Bnt  if  the  States  be  another  party 
to  the  compact.  It  u  manifest  that,  cm  ordinaij 
principles  of  compact,  they  have  the  aame 
rieht  as  the  opposite  party,  or  its  agents,  to  de- 
cide on  the  extent  of  the  compact,  lliis  it  con- 
ceded between  two  parties,  in  the  case  of  trea- 
ties, and  in  the  case  of  ordinary  borraas  and 
conventions ;  and  it  cannot  be  denied  nere,  ad- 
mitting we  have  shown  the  States  to  be  one 
part;,  unless  both  the  parties  have  cxpreaaly 
agreed  upon  some  tribonal  inteniiediat«,  as  an 
□mpire.  or  judge,  to  de<dde  irrevooablj,  tUs 
kind  of  differenoee  between  the  partiea  to  ttia 
constitution.  On  the  other  band,  I  understand 
it  to  be  argued,  that  the  Supreme  Oonrt  has 
been  agreed  on  as  snch  a  tribanai.  But,  the 
Snprehie  Court  of  the  United  State*  wovld  not 
lie  likely  to  be  so  agreed  on.  reasoning  a  priori 
l>ecBuse  its  members  ore  all  Bppoint«d  by,  and 
answerable  to,  only  one  of  the  parties,  and  m- 
deed  go  to  form  a  portion  of  one  of  the  parties, 
being  mere  agents  of  the  General  Government. 
The  ameodments  of  the  constitntion,  reserving 
rights  and  powers  to  the  States  or  people, 
would  be  nugatory — a  mere  mockery,  if  the 
suicidal  grant  was  made  to  the  Snpreme  Court, 
to  the  mere  agents  of  one  party,  to  decida 
.finally  and  forever  on  the  extent  of  all  their 
own  powers.  The  reoaoning  for  this  grant, 
therefore,  seems  to  me  ar^vmentwn  ad  oisitr- 
dam,  as  ciear  as  any  axiom  in  Enclid.  Bnt  oa 
this  head  I  am  anxious  not  to  be  misajqtre- 
hended,  and  am  willing  to  resort  to  the  words 
of  the  charter  itself  to  see  what  the  Intimate 
powers  of  that  court  purport  to  bo,  in  deciding 
snch  controversies. 

From  the  very  foot  of  there  being  two  par- 
ties in  the  Federal  Government,  it  wonld  seem 
a  necessary  inference  that  the  agents  of  ewlL 
party,  on  proper  occasions,  must  be  allowed 
and  are  reqnired,  by  an  official  ooUi,  to  con- 
form to  the  constitution,  and  to  decide  on  the 
extent  of  its  provisions,  so  far  as  is  necessarr 
for  the  expres^on  of  their  own  views,  and  for 
the  performance  of  their  own  duties.  This 
being,  to  my  mind,  the  ratUmaU  of  the  c 


look  on  the 


eipess 


words  of  the  constitnti(m  as 


ciol  jurisdiction  to  the  Sopreme  Court,  b 
the  constitution  and  by  the  acts  of  Oongres^  U 
specific  enumerated  o^eota.  In  the  aame  war 
there  are  limited  grants  of  Jndioial  JniisdiotkHi 
to  State  oonrts,  under  moat  of  the  State  oonsti- 
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totioiu.  When  cwe«  proaeut  thenuelTes  within 
these  grants,  the  Judges,  whether  of  the  Ststea, 
or  the  United  States,  maU,  Await,  and  enfuroe 
their  decision  with  Rich  mesni  as  are  oonfided 
to  them  bj  the  laws  and  the  ooiutitQtionB. 
But  whem  qnestionB  arise,  not  confided  to  the 
JodioHT  of  the  SUtea  or  United  States,  the 
oSoers  concerned  in  thoM  questions  mnst 
thenwelTes  dedde  them :  and,  in  the  end,  molt 
pnrsne  each  oonrse  as  their  views  of  the  oon- 
rtitntion  dictate.  In  such  instaooea  thej  have 
the  same  anthori^  to  make  the  deoinon  as  the 
SopranM  Oonrt  itsdf  has  ia  other  hiatanaee. 

Thna  tlie  Vir^nia  Beeolntions,  page  18,  txj : 
"  However  true,  therefore,  tt  maf  be,  that  IJie 
Judicial  Department  is,  in  all  qoestiona  sabmit- 
ted  to  it  t^  the  fonns  of  the  ocostitntion,  to 
decide  in  the  last  reaort,  tliis  resort  most  neoes- 
wmlj  be  deemed  the  last  in  rela^n  to  the  an- 
thoritiea  of  the  other  departments  of  the  Got- 
erameat ;  not  in  relation  to  the  rights  of  the 
parties  to  the  oonstitationai  compact,  from 
which  the  jndicial  as  well  as  the  other  depart- 
DHDts  hold  their  delegated  troste.  On  onj 
otiter  hypotheas,  the  dd^^on  of  Judicial 
power  woaM  annn]  the  anthority  delegtUing  it ; 
and  Che  concnrrenoe  of  this  department  with  the 
others  in  nsnrped  powers,  might  anbrert  for- 
erer,  and  beyond  the  poanble  reach  of  any 
ri^tfol  remedy,  the  very  oonstitotiou  which  ^ 
were  institated  to  preserve. 

rhna,  til.  Jefferson  says: 

"They  ceotaJo  the  true  prindples  of  the  rerola- 
lionof  1800,  for  that  was  ureal  a  rerolnliea  in  the 
ptinidple*  of  our  OoTemment  as  that  of  1716  was  tn 
Ita  form ;  iKit  effected,  indeed,  by  the  nrord,  u 
that,  bat  by  tbe  raUonal  and  peaceable  Imtrnnent 
ofTefoiiu  IhtsnJiage  of  the  people.  The  natioii 
ikdared  ita  wm  by  iW-niti-iii  Imictioiiariea  of  one 
miodple  and  elecUng  those  w  another;  and  the  two 
bnncbe^  the  BxeeirtiTe  and  LegiataliTe,  submitted 
to  tbeir  election.  Over  the  Judiciary  Department 
the  ooostitodoQ  had  deprind  them  of  their  contrtd. 
That,  tfaerelbre,  lias  cendoDed  tbe  reprobated  «ys- 
teai ;  and  althongfa  new  matter  has  been  oecation- 
ally  incorporated  into  the  old,  yet  tbe  leaven  of  the 
■'  ....  .^  to  itself  thi 


after  SO  yeai^  confirmation  of  the  Federal  ayttem 
by  the  voice  of  the  nation,  declared  tbroagh  the 
mediitBi  of  eiectioni,  we  find  the  Jodicluy,  on  every 
oecaCBOn,  atiD  driving  na  into  coniolidation. 

**  In  denj^ng  the  right  they  uiorp,  of  exclorfrely 
explainh^  the  constitution,  I  go  farther  than  yea 
do^  if  I  voderetand  rightly  yonr  quotation  from  the 
FederaliBt,  of  an  opidon  tbat  '  the  Judidary  is  the 
last  reaort  in  relatleD  to  the  other  departments  of 
the  Goverament,  but  not  in  relation  to  the  rights  of 
the  parOea  to  the  compact  under  which  the  Judlcla- 
Tj  is  derived.'  If  tbis  ojrfoion  be  sonnd,  then  in- 
deed ia  our  oanititntion  a  complete  ftto  Jt  i.  For, 
inlending  to  catabllih  three  departments,  co-ordi- 
male  and  lade  pendent,  that  they  might  checlc  and 
balance  one  another,  it  hM  giten,  according  to  this 
opinion,  to  one  of  them  alone  the  right  to  prescribe 
rnlea  for  the  government  of  the  others,  and  to  that 
one,  too,  which  Is  tmelected  by,  and  independent 
at,  tbe  nation.  For  experience  has  already  shown 
'        It  it  has  provided  ia  not  even  a 


It  such  opinions  as  the  one  you  com- 
bat, sent  cautionsly  out,  as  yon  observe,  alio,  by  de- 
tachment, sot  belonging  to  the  case  often,  but 
scught  for  out  of  it,  as  ifto  rally  tlie  public  of^ou 
beforehand  to  their  views,  and  to  Indicale'the  line 
they  are  to  walk  in,  have  been  so  qnletl^  paned 
over  as  never  to  have  excited  animadvenioit,  even 
in  a  speech  of  aey  one  of  the  body  intrusted  with 
impeaclunent.  The  constitution,  on  this  hypothesis 
is  a  mere  thing  of  wax  in  the  buds  of  the  Judicia- 


ts  npt  Init  in  practice  as  &>t  as  tiiat  relaxes, 
pendence  can  be  trusted  nowtiere  bat  with  the  peo- 
ple in  mass.  They  are  iDherently  independeot  of 
;  all  hot  moral  law.  My  coostniction  of  the  coastiCa* 
tion  is  very  diflbrent  from  that  yon  quote.  It  is, 
tbat  each  department  Is  truly  independent  of  the 
others,  and  has  an  equal  rigbt  to  decide  for  itself 
what  is  the  meaning  of  the  ctniBtitutiOD  in  the  cases 
submitted  to  its  action  ;  and  especially  where  it  is 
to  act  nltimately  and  without  appeaL" 

In  oonfirmaldon  of  thie,  almost  every  Eastern 
constitntion  anthorizes  the  departments  of  Gov- 
ernment, not  Judicial,  to  call  on  the  Judges  for 
aid  and  advice  merely,  in  questions  of  difficulty, 
still  leaving  thoee  departments  to  act  finaliy  on 
their  own  matured  informatioii,  and  their  own 
responsibility.  Bat  all  the  difficolty  does  not 
arise  herSb  Soppose  the  State  ageats,  jndicial 
or  otherwise,  decide  wrong  in  the  opinion  of 
the  people ;  or  the  agents  of  the  General  Got* 
eminent  decide  wrong  in  the  opinion  of  tbe 
people,  on  enbjects  admitted  to  be  within  their 
jmisdiotion;  is  there,  first,  no  remedy  for  tbe 
people )    Are  not  they  snpreme  t 

As  I  before  remarked,  the  people,  in  their 
omsipotenoo,  if  the  case  eioite  them  enoQgh, 
can,  and  wUl,  in  safii  event,  always  apply  a 
moat  sovereign  remedy ;  sometiroes  reaui  the 
disease  by  rfirmging  the  agents  who  have  mis- 
behaved ;  at  other  times,  when  nnable,  by  the 
tenure  of  office,  as  in  the  case  of  the  Judges 
generally,  to  reaoh  that  class  of  agents  by  new 
deotitm^  they  can,  by  oonventiona,  alter  or 
atMdiab  uie  whole  ^stem  of  Government,  and 
the  whole  coarse  of  decisions  nnder  them ;  and 
improve  and  create  anew  wiiatover  may  have 
l>een  objectionable.  This  is  a  doctrine  neither 
revolntionaiT  nor  leading  to  anarchy,  but  ra- 
tional and  democratio,  and  lies  at  the  fonndar- 
tion  of  sU  popolar  Govemmenta.  Bnt,  grant- 
ing this,  the  argument  still  holds,  that,  tiioogh 
the  people  can  effect  a  change,  yet  the  States, 
one  of  the  partiea  to  the  compact,  cannot  reach 
or  correct  what  they  may  deem  an  erroneous 
dedrion  by  tbe  agents  of  the  other  party  on 
the  powers  given  by  the  oompaot,  and  especially 
that  they  cannot  reach  or  correct  an  erroneous 
deci^on  made  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  tbe 
Union.  Agun,  it  may  be  answered,  reasoning 
apricri,  that,  if  this  be  tme,  it  is  deeply  to  be 
lunented,  as  the  people  sddom  act  nmtedly  or 
effidendy  except  thron^^  th^  State  agents— 
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those  agents  .who  come  so  ireqaently  &nd  __ 
direcU;  from  amoDE  the  people  themeelves.  If 
this  be  tme,  it  is  quite  oertun  that  the  Supreme 
Court  might,  if  so  disposed,  proceed^  case  b; 
cose,  from  jcar  to  year,  on  oae  gatje^t  and 
another,  in  this  and  that  section  of  the  Unioii, 
to  ^7e  oonstractioDB  to  the  constitution,  tend- 
iog  bIowIj,  but  ineritab];,  to  a  consolidation  of 
the  GoTemment,  and  to  the  utter  prostration 
of  State  righta :  and  jet  the  people,  as  a  peo- 
ple, woold  not  widefj  and  at  onoe  become 
enough  excited  to  interpose  in  their  primarj 
authoritj,  and  stay  or  correct  such  eocroaoh- 
ments.  If  this  be  tme,  anj  Snpreme  Oomt  en- 
t«rtaiiiing  political  Tiew»  nosUla  to  those  of  a 
m^Jorit}^  of  the  people,  would  be  able,  in  time. 
by  cautions  approachea,  not  eiciting  general 
and  deep  alarm,  to  defesi  the  m^ority,  to  ren- 
der the  reseiTBtions  to  the  States  and  people  a 
mere  irutwnfalmenf  turn  the  doctrine  of  State 
rights  into  a  jeat,  and  ride  trinmphantly  over 
allprobable  and  feasible  opposition. 

There  is  wanting  in  me  no  respect  to  the 
members  of  our  Supreme  Court  which  their 
^at  personal  wortn  deserves :  bnt  I  would 
inquire  if,  from  the  case  of  Uarbnry  and  Madi- 
son, in  1801,  down  to  that  of  the  Bank  and 
McOuUoch  in  1831,  there  has  not  been  evinced 
on  that  bench  a  manifest  and  sleepless  opposi- 
tion. Id  all  cases  of  a  political  braring,  to  the 
strict  construction  of  the  constitution  adopted 
by  the  democracy  of  the  Union,  in  the  great 
revolation  of  1801 )  I  say  nothing  now  a^inst 
the  honesty  or  legal  eorrectneas  of  their  views 
in  adopting  such  a  construction,  I  speak  only 
of  the  matter  of  faot,  and  of  its  political  ten- 
dency ;  and  I  ask,  %  wbUe  the  people  through 
their  democratjo  agents  in  the  L^^islataree  of 
the  State  and  0«n«ral  Governments,  have  been, 
in  the  main,  adhering  to  one  coostmction, — a 
strict  and  rigid  oouatrnction — if  their  Judicial 
agents  in  the  General  Govemmeat  have  not 
been,  with  a  constancy,  and  silence,  like  the 
approaches  of  death,  adhering  to  a  different 
construction  t  Tbna  sliding  onward  to  consoli- 
dation ;  thns  giving  a  diseased  enlargement  to 
the  powers  of  the  Gteneral  Qovemment,  and 
throwing  chains  over  State  rights— ohuns 
never  dreamed  of  at  tlie  formation  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government,  What  says  Mr.  Jefferson  on 
this  head  t    (4  Jefferson's  Works,  page  S3T.) 

"But  tt  is  not  from  this  branch  of  Ghtvemmeut 
we  have  most  to  fear.  Taxes  and  short  elections 
wiQ  keep  them  right.  The  Jadielary  of  the  noitecl 
Btates  is  tbe  subtle  corn*  of  sappers  and  miners 
which  ia  cooataDtly  womng  QodergroDnd  to  nndei^ 
mine  the  fouadationa  of  oar  con&derated  fat>rio. 
Thej  are  conatruiog  our  conathntiOD  from  a  co-ot^ 
dinstioQ  of  a  geoenl  and  special  Oovemtneat  to  a 
general  and  supreme  one  alone.  This  will  lay  all 
tluDgs  at  their  feet,  and  thsy  are  too  well  veised  ia 
EagSah  Uw  to  forget  the  maxim,  '  boni  Jvdieu  at 
ampliart  juritdictuMem.'  " 

No  inatitalion,  in  this  free  oonutry,  is  above 
just  criticism  oiid  fhir  disonsdon,  in  regud  to 
ita  political  view^  and  the  politjcal  oonse- 


qnences  of  Ita  proceedings.  Hence,  in  the 
States,  and  everywhere,  the  field  of  inquiry 
and  comment  io,  and  sboold  be,  open  to  all; 
and  a  sacrednees  from  this  would  rendtf  my 
institution  a  deapotisDi.  What,  then,  let  dm 
ask,  what  have  been  the  illnstradoDS  ti  Uit 
beiuiii^  of  tbe  deciaioiiB  of  that  court  npoD 
State  ngbts,  in  particular  cases  t  At  oae  tm^ 
has  not  Qeor^  been  prostrated,  by  a  dedoon, 
in  a  case,  feigned,  or  real,  between  Fletclw 
and  Peok  t  At  another,  Pennsylvania  hnmtiltd, 
in  the  case  of  Olmstead's  executors  t    At  lo- 


York  herself  set  at  defiance,  in  the  steamboat 
controversy  t  And  last,  if  not  least,  N«* 
Hampshire  vanquished  in  the  case  of  Dirt- 
mouth  College  f  These  decisions  m^,  a  may 
not,  have  been  legally  right ;  that  ia  not  my 
present  inquiry ;  bnt  who  is  not  struck  iriti 
the  difference  between  the  progress  and  «fitat 
of  these  deoiaion&  and  what  was  witnessed  In 
the  earlier  days  of  the  Bepublio  t  When  Has- 
saohnsetts.  in  the  height  of  her  glory,  wm 
threatened  to  be  brooght  to  the  Imt  of  thit 
court  for  trial,  she,  in  Uie  person  of  Hancock 
set  on  foot  a  remonstrance,  and  a  pTopeaM 
amendment  of  the  conBtitntion,  which  her  great 
influence  carried  throughout  the  UaioD— la 
amendment  eiempting  a  eover^gn  8tite  Ihtn, 
in  certain  oases,  from  the  bmnil&tion  ct  a  triit 
>06.    E« 


its  fkoBj  has,  unoe  1801,  been,  almfet 
wholly  evaded  m  practice  by  suing  tbe  ageeli 
of  a  State,  instead  of  the  State  itself.  So  agviL 
before  1801,  when  Yirrinio,  in  her  migbl  taa 
chivalry,  took  the  field  against  the  aliea  lai 
sedition  laws  and  against  tiie  decision  lA  tbe 
Supreme  Court  on  their  constitutionaliCy,  u 
alteration  of  the  oonstitution,  to  be  sun,  iH 
not  follow,  bot  an  alteration  in  the  adnunia* 
lion  and  the  laws  did  follow ;  and  she  dCectsd 
the  political  revolution  which  anffaed  tbete 
laws  to  expire  without  a  renewal,  and  will 
probably  prevent  their  re-enactment,  until  de- 
mocracy itself  shall  have  become  a  ftorgetua 
tale.  1  shall  enumerate  no  other  cases,  nor  » 
twi  the  Senate  by  a  moment's  ini^airy  into  a» 
oorrectnees  of  any  of  tiiese  dedsious :  tboip 
it  may  be  observed  that  mj_  own  State,  on  « 
attempt  to  obt^  her  political  approbation  <n 
Uie  decieioDS  in  tie  cases  of  Ohio  and  B*^" 
land,  and  of  the  principlea  therein  involve], 
postfwned  indefinitely  the  resolutions  on  Hu* 
subject,  by  the  following  vote,  in  one  bfanw" 
of  her  Le^slature : 

10  Bra, 


,  That,  ia  the  opinion  of  tWi  leP«^ 

the  prooeedinga  in  the  CSrcoit  Court  rf  l" 
United  Statea  for  the  diatrict  of  Ohio,  in  the  i*«^ 
menUoned  report  stated,  do  not  violate  «tte  iM 
letter  or  the  epiritof  tbe  11th  article  of  the  uhm*; 
ment  of  the  Conatitution  of  the  Uniled  Blatw, » 
COoadtuU  any  jvt  oanaa  of  coatpUnt," 
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The  onlj  time  ahe  ever  expressed  aiij  opin- 
ion, IS  a  Btate,  hostile  to  m?  views  oonoemioa 
the  powen  of  Uke  Qeneral  Gtoremmeat,  end 
its  Jodiciary,  was  in  rejeoting  the  Virginia 
fwolntions,  at  an  era  in  her  polities  when,  nar- 
in^  jnst  oast  her  votee  for  the  elder  Adams,  she 
might  natnrallj'  be  expected  to  be  hostile  to 
the  deniocratio  prindples  of  those  resolntioiu. 

It  will  thus  be  seen  how  the  powers  of  the 
General  Gorernineiit  have  been  gradnallj 
brought,  throogh  one  of  its  departments,  to 
bear  on  the  States ;  and  how  the  deciaiona  of 
that  dqiartment  have  gradnallj  tended  to  the 
dacgeroiu  eolajgement  of  those  powers.  This 
Eobjeet  has  been  adverted  to,  not  for  the  pnr- 
poee  of  questioning  the  ooDstitaUonal  compe- 
tency of  that  ooart  so  to  decide,  when  it  thinks 
beat,  bat  to  ask  whether  no  way  exists  for  the 
Stfttes,  when  opposed  lo  the  political  bearing 
of  those  constructions ;  when  opposed  to  snob 
a  polilioal  operation  of  the  ooostitatioD,  to 
check  or  control  the  inflnenoe  of  snch  a  oonrse 
of  deoiHons?  And,  if  any  way  does  DOt  exist, 
whether  the  Oovemment  is  not  likely  soon  to 
nd  in  oonsolidation  t  And  whether  onr  fatore 
Fresideata  and  Vice  Presidents,  without  refer- 
aice  to  any  of  the  signs  of  the  times  about  a 
new  alliance,  are  not^  as  more  than  onoe  inti- 
mated in  this  disoQBsion,  from  the  West  and 
East,  to  be  lifted  hereafter  from  that  bench,  to 
pre^de  over  the  new  destinies  of  a  consolidf^«d 
Goremmenti  Uy  own  answer  to  some  of 
these  inqnirioa,  ia,  firstly,  (hat,  by  tJ>6  States, 
K  6tat£8,  the  erroneoos  decision  of  the  Legiala- 
ticB  and  Execntive  departments  of  the  General 
Ooremment  can  generally  be  corrected  by 
(bulging,  in  the  Btat«  LegislatareB,  and  at  the 
bsllot  iMxes,  the  agents  here  who  made  those 
dsdnons.  This  has  been  the  ordinary  remedy 
in  ordinary  cases.  Another  class  of  decisions, 
ud  eqieNall;  those  by  the  Judiciary,  when 
the  judges  are  not  removable  by  the  people,  or 
ttie  States,  or  Congress,  as  those  of  the  Ba- 
fttma  Coort  are  not,  can  be  corrected,  some- 
time*  by  the  States,  as  States,  throngh  public 
expressions  of  opinion  in  their  Le^smores, 
acting  by  their  intrinsic  reasoning  ana  force  on 
the  agents  who  made  those  deoisions,  and  in- 
ducing them  to  revise  and  alter  their  doctrines 
iQ  fatore.  It  would  not  be  derogatory  to  any 
eonit  to  listen  to  any  expressions  of  opinions 
and  Bignments  snch  as  those  contained  in  the 
Tuginia  resolntiona  of  I7&S;  in  the  resolntions 
of  South  Carolina  on  the  tariff;  or  in  the  £z- 
eentive  meassfe,  resolutions,  and  report,  of  the 
Legislatare  oiNew  Hampshire,  in  1832,  on  the 
constmotiTe  powers  cloned  for  the  Gteneral 
Oov«niment.  When  all  these  modes  fsil,  sn- 
Mmx  and  deouve  rwort,  on  the  part  of  the 
States,  is  to  amendments  of  tlie  ooustttntion, 
hr  the  safe  and  laive  majority  of  three-foorths. 
Ilie  acknowledged  power  of  the  States,  by 
their  resolntions  and  concert,  in  this  wa^,  to 
efitet  any  changes,  limitations  or  corrections, 
shows  clearly  that  in  them  the  real  sovereignty 
between  the  two  GovemmentB  ia  placed  by 


the  constitution,  and  in  tliem  the  final,  para- 
mount supremacy  resides.  They  can  alter  this 
constitution;  hut  we,  her«,  oannot  alter  their 
constitutions.  We,  then,  are  the  servants,  and 
they  the  master.  On  the  contrary,  whatever 
others  may  hold,  I  do  not  hold  that  any  certun 
redress,  beyond  this,  on  the  part  of  any  State, 
con  be  interposed  against  soak  dedsions  of  the 
Supreme  Court  as  are  followed  by  legal  pro- 
OQSB,  unless  that  State  resorts,  sncoessfnlly,  to 
force  agunst  force,  in  conflict  with  the  Federal 
agents.  It  is  admitted  by  me,  however,  that  a 
State  may  resolve,  may  express  her  convictions 
on  the  nullity  or  nnconstitotionality  of  a  law 
or  decision  of  the  General  Government.  These 
doin^  may  work  a  change  through  public 
opinion,  or  lead  to  a  co-operation  of  three< 
fburtbs  of  the  sister  States,  to  correct  the  erron 
by  amendments  of  the  constiCation.  But  when- 
ever the  enforcement  of  the  law  or  decision 
comes  within  the  scope  of  the  acknowledged 
Jurisdiction  of  t^e  Supreme  Court,  and  can  be 
accomplished  by  legal  process,  I  see  no  way  in 
which  that  court  can  be  controlled,  except  by 
moral  and  intellectual  appeals  to  the  beartfl  and 
heads  of  her  Judges,  or  by  amendments  to  the 
constitntioiL  or  by  the  deplorable  and  depre- 
cated remedy  of  physical  force.  This  latter  re- 
sort I  do  not  understand  any  gentieman  here 
to  approve,  until  all  other  resorts  tail ;  and 
even  then,  only  in  a  case  where  the  evD  soffeiv 
ed  ia  extreme  and  palpable,  and,  indeed,  more 
intolerable  and  dangerous  than  the  dissolntioa 
of  the  Qovemment  ttselt 

Sodi  was  the  doctrine  of  Jefferson  and  Uad- 
ison.    (Virgioia  Besolntioas,  p.  18.) 


qdring,  for  each  an  mterpcdtioQ, '  the  ci 
liberate,  palpable,  and  dangerous  breacb  of  tbs  con- 
stltation,  by  the  exercise  of  powers  not  granted  by 
it.'  It  must  be  a  case,  not  of  a  light  and  transient 
nature,  but  «f  a  nolore  dongemus  to  ihe  great  pur- 
poses for  which  the  ooosUtntion  was  estabusbed.  It 
must  be  a  ease,  moreover,  not  obsonre  or  doubtful 
in  its  eonstrnetion,  but  plain  and  palpable.  lastly, 
it  must  be  a  case  not  resnltiog  Irom  a  partial  con- 
siderallon  or  hasty  delermination,  bat  a  cose  stamp- 
ed with  a  final  consideration  and  deliberate  ad- 
herence." 

Be/ond  these  views  I  trust  no  member  of 
ttus  confederacy  will  ever  feel  either  the  neeeft- 
sity  or  inclination  to  advance,  and  thus  put  in 
jeopardy  that  Union  which  we  all  profess  so 
nigh]  J  to  prize. 

Fkn>aT,  February  36, 
Mr.  Ibaft  Setolutim — 2fuiU_fieati<m.  ■ 
Ur.  SioTH,  of  South  Carolina,  said :  This  dls- 
ousaioD,  sir,  has  involved  the  conuderetion  of 
two  great  political  questions;  whether,  if  a 
State  be  borne  down  by  the  oppressive  opera- 
tion of  a  law  of  the  United  States,  the  prop- 
er appeal  from  that  oppression  is  sot  to  the 
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Jadioiarr ;  or  vhether,  in  aach  a  case,  the  State 
aggrieved  hu  aot  a  right  to  withdraw,  and  aaj 
to  the  lest  of  the  Union,  we  no  longer  belong 
to  70a,  beoanse  yon  have  TioUted  the  oompaot 
with  US ;  we  hare  decided  for  ooraeb-ea  that 
70D  have  oppressed  os ;  jour  Iftwa  are  onoon- 
stitntioaaL  and  we  will  no  longer  continoe  a 
member  of  the  Union. 

On  the  firat  portion  of  this  anlijeot,  if  it  oonld 
be  heard  before  tbe  Senate  u  a  diitjnot  pro^ 
tition,  and  the  Senate  had  the  power  to  oeoide 
npon  it,  T  would  give  it,  as  far  as  I  shoald  be 
able,  the  best  ooosideratioii  ita  importanoe  wonld 
demand ;  bnt  it  is  ntterlj  out  of  tbe  qnestioa 
fbr  a  speaker  to  investigate  and  descant  upon  a 
mere  specaUtive  political  qnestion,  where  no 
resnlts  are  to  be  expected,  as  he  woald  feel 
himself  bonnd  to  do  were  the  question  a  real 
one,  from  which  some  solid  and  pennanent 
good  was  to  Sow,  instead  of  one  that  shonld 
yield  little  more  than  an  opportonity  of  making 
a  speech  to  raise  his  own  fame.  But,  as  it  has 
been  the  conrse,  in  this  erratic  flight  of  the  Sen- 
ate that  has  drawn  into  ita  vortei  any  thing 
and  every  thing,  civil,  religions,  and  political, 
as  tbe  speaker  may  have  thought  fit  to  select, 
and  this  has  been  selected  as  one  choice  subject 
by  those  who  have  gone  before  me,  I  will  offer 
a  few  nnpremeditatM  remarks. 

For  the  judges  of  the  United  6t>tes  I  entertain 
the  highest  respect,  both  in  their  judicial  oharao- 
ter  as  well  aa  in  their  iDdividnel  character :  and 
am  willing  to  attrihote  to  them  as  mnoh  integ- 
rity, and  as  mnoh  talent,  as  &lls  to  the  share 
of  any  Jnilges^  in  this  or  any  other  ooontry. 
Bat  it  seems  to  me  that  their  province  is  limit- 
ed to  decisions  between  citizen  and  citizen,  and 
between  the  United  States  and  citizens,  the 
individmil  States,  dtc,  and  in  all  oases  of  meuffl 
e%  tiaan  their  decisions  are  conclasive.  Bnt 
may  not  a  distinction  be  taken,  where  a  law  is 
uotorionaly  nnconstitational  and  oppressive  up- 
on the  whole  community  of  aState;  where  Uie 
ground  of  complaint  would  be,  that  Oougress 
bad  enacted  a  law,  not 'only  against  the  letter, 
bnt  likewise  against  the  spirit  and  meaning  of 
the  constitution ;  whioh  law  was  undermining 
all  the  private  rights  of  individuals,  as  well  as 
rights  appertaining  to  them  as  the  oommnnity  of 
a  State  f 

Then,  ^r,  suppose  tbe  court  of  the  United 
States  always  to  conust  of  seven  judges,  as  it 
now  does;  and  suppose  a  qoeatioD  npon  tbe 
constitutionality  of  a  law  of  the  United  States 
that  hod  vitally  affected  the  people  of  a  State  in 
their  private  and  manlcipal  rights  should  come 
before  these  seven  Judges  fbr  t£eir  decirion,  and 
three  of  the  seven  should  pronounce  the  law 
coDstitntional  and  three  others  of  the  seven 
should  pronouQca  it  nnconstitational.  Here 
the  opinions  of  six  of  the  seven  are  completely 
neutralized,  and  the  whole  weight  of  the  ques- 
tion, be  it  of  what  moment  it  may,  must  de- 
volve npon  a  single  Judge.  This  single  Judge 
wonld  hold  the  babnoe,  and  have  it  In  bis 
power  to  decide  the  fUe  (X  the  tJniini  by  his 


dngle  dictum.  The  entira  operations  of  ttw 
law  must  oeaae^  if  ha  ahonld  say  no:  or  iti<i» 
erations  must  go  on  if  he  ebonld  an  ay;  bt 
tbe  oonseqnenoea  what  they  may.  Ibe  psiM 
and  happiness  of  the  Union  inuat  be  dcstrojsd 
or  preserved  aa  he  should  be  ginded  by  pra- 
denoe  and  bones^  on  the  ooe  hand,  or  by  ctpriea 
and  ambition  on  the  other ;  because  Judges  sie 
not  always  exempt  from  these  passiDDs.  Or 
let  08  rappoie  a  law,  affecting  In  a  9eci>l  bub- 
ner  the  pnvate  or  munidpal  right*  of  the  pcefAi 
of  a  whole  State,  sbooli  be  enacted  \ij  Cta- 
gress,  to  compel  Teasels  going  from  om  port  to 
another,  In  the  same  Btate,  or  to  a  port  in  t  £t 


aftitnti< 


[lol,  as  the  Gonitito- 


tioo  expreeslyfortddsit:  Should  yoarjndgis 
ever  bo  misled  to  declare  such  a  law  eoiutitfr 
tional,  and  the  odlecter  irf  the  revenue  Bbcmld 
be  resisted,  could  he  who  made  the  leaaUm 
be  oonvioted  of  an  offenoe  against  the  ooostin- 
tion  of  his  country  t  If  the  opinions  of  Um 
jodges  ore  to  be  conwdered  theoonstitDtisB,  nil 
the  jndgea  are  clothed  with  this  treroendonspor- 
er— A  power  that  pvea  to  a  ^n^  man  th«  «»• 
trol  of  the  destiny  of  this  Union-^  it  not  tlmt 
to  inquire  whether  it  be  not  fit  to  plan  it  b 
some  more  responsible  lepoaitory  t 

The  other  great  qnerti<»,  whether  a  Stits 
has  a  right  to  secede  from  the  Union,  if  Cm- 
gresB  should  psas  an  unconstitutional  liw  tlut 
should  prove  oppressve,  ia  a  question  of  itill 
greater  moment. 

Were  I  to  be  asked  what  opinion  I  enM- 
tahied  of  the  power  of  a  State  to  diKolTS  ita 
political  oonnecticm  with  the  Union,  I  would 
respond,  go  ask  my  ooDStitaenti.  This  it  not 
the  time,  and  ploocs  and  otreamsUnea^  tint 
will  Justify  a  discnsrion  of  that  qaeitioa  li*- 
tween  the  United  States  and  the  State  of  Boath 
Oarolina.  If  South  Oarolina  is  (;gtia*ed  by 
the  tariff— «nd  she  moat  aaaored^  »  u  as  ex- 
tent of  great  oppressUa — and  the  rcDsdy  > 
only  to  be  found  in  a  separation  from  thsCnioi, 
it  belongs  exclunvely  to  the  people  of  that  Slats 
to  meet  in  oonvention,  examine  the  "i^*^ 
wugb  the  oonaeqnenoae,  and  settle  the  nods  01 
opeiation.  That  Is  the  eoone,  aod  tbe  ody 
course,  by  which  this  qaeetion  can  be  dMMivs- 
ed,  aod  not  by  any  flt^t  of  fiuwy  thatmsyu- 
iat  in  my  imagination,  or  that  of  any  olM 
member  of  Ooogreet.  I  onAignedly  balien 
there  is  at  this  time  in  theLegidatore  ef  Bostk 
Carolina,  moch  patriotism,  much  devotioD  to 
the  Union,  and  aa  mnoh  Independenoe  sod  ami- 
ness  as  conld  possibly  be  wantiog  to  adopt  11^ 
plan  of  operation  that  wiedtmi,  pottietin,  Jus- 
tice, inUrest,  or  love  of  the  Unwin,  may  di^ 
for  the  relief  of  tb«r  burthens.  I  do  not  with- 
hold my  opinion  here  fran  (fear  rfresponfflWiJ 
ty.  I  shrmk  &«m  no  respoDsibUity  hi'P"?' 
upon  me  as  a  member  of  this  Senate,  if  w 
wisdom  of  my  Legislature,  wboee  provinw  «  ■ 
to  driermioe  npon  that  measure,  and  art  opwi 
that  great  occasion,  should  tiiink  proper  te  etu 
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B  cwivuitioii,  And  mj-  ooontiy  shoajd  honor  me 
nith  ft  Best  there,  I  will  usame  anj  reeponn- 
bilitf  which  the  wisdom  of  the  oooaaioD,  or 
the  intereat  of  my  ooontiy,  id&j  require  IX  mj 
luods. 

Sir,  I  wiU  go  Airtber ;  and  ahonld  the  onpidl- 
tj  or  the  macben  of  the  m^oritj  in  Coagren 
push  them  on  to  impoae  one  nnoonBtitation^ 
borthen  »fter  kqoUir',  ontil  it  can  be  do  longer 
bcme,  and  no  other  altemaUTe  remaiaa,  I  will 
then  take  npoa  myMlf  the  last  rcgpon^bilitj  ' 
■n  oppreeaed  people,  and  adopt  the  eicl«nut 
of  the  poet,  dv&a  «t  dseorum  «if  propdtrtD  md 
and  if  th«  exigeiKdee  of  mj  ooantr7  should  e 
demand  it,  I  will  be  ready  to  shed  mj  blood  up- 
on the  altars  of  that  conntrj.  I  am  attached 
lo  the  UnicHi ;  I  wish  to  see  it  perpetuated ;  I 
wish  it  DUj  endure  through  all  time.  But  if 
the  same  oanaes  exist  inonr  Oovemment  which 
have  OTortDnied  other  OoTemraent^  what  right 
have  we  to  expect  an  exemption  from  the  faial- 
Itj  of  other  nations  I  We  need  not  go  abroad, 
or  into  aadent  historr,  for  instances  to  warn 
us.  If  we  onlj  go  bac^  to  1771  and  177S,  we 
cball  see  a  mneh  less  canae  producing  that  rer- 
otntioB  which  separated  Uiese  United  States 
from  Qrest  Britain,  than  now  exists  between 
the  United  Sutes  and  the  State  of  South  Oaro- 
Hna.  What  was  the  excitbg  cause  of  that  rev- 
doiJont  A  three-penny  tax  on  tea.  which 
was  then  merely  the  bevers«e  of  the  nch,  and 
a  mall  tax  npon  stamps.  It  was  these  small 
duties  that  set  the  whole  United  States  in  a 
flame :  and  that  flame  spread  with  the  veloeity 
of  the  winds,  fi'om  one  end  of  the  United  States 
to  the  other.  Maasaohnsetts,  Virginia,  and 
Booth  Carolina,  were  nnited  then  in  the  same 
oHise — tiie  defence  of  their  civil  libertj ;  which 
was  threatened  hj  the  small  dnty  on  tea.  Ue- 
mociala  and  remonstranoes  were  resorted  to,  but 
for  a  short  time,  nntil  a  companv  in  Boston, 
diagnised  in  the  habUlments  of  Indiaus,  counsel' 
led,  if  not  led,  bj  the  Immortal  Hancock,  board- 
ed the  ehtps,  and  threw  all  the  tea  in  the 
hatbor  OTerboard.  Hay  we  not  look  tbr  the 
Mme  effects  from  die  same  oaosea,  at  all  times, 
and  in  all  plaoee. 

Whilst  1  regret  that,  under  existing  otronm- 
stanoes,  this  picture  is  not  too  highly  o^ored,  yet 
I  believe  ib«e  is  a  redeeming  qtirit  at  hand. 
The  oonstitntion  itself  which  has  been  made  to 
bend  to  soit  the  InterMts  of  m^orities,  u  under- 
going a  new  verson.  Investigations  <A  its  true 
and  plain  oommon-sense  conttmction  ore  going 
cm  in  more  bands  than  one. 

Among  the  disUngnished  writers  engaged  in 
ibb  investigation  is  Dr.  Oooper,  who  has  been 
alliided  to  if  gentlemen  in  titis  discussion ; 
whose  name  is  identified  with  every  adenoe  ; 
whoM  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  oanae  of  dvil 
liberty  and  hnman  happuiees.  In  his  Political 
EeoDomy,  OonsoUdatlon,  and  other  recent  politi- 
cal pieces,  lie  has  torn  the  mask  from  the  delu- 
sion of  constnetive  powen  and  party  inti^ue. 

A  writer  nnder  the  signatore  of  "BmtoB," 
in  his  "  Crims,"  has,  with  a  master  hand,  given 


an  eiporition  to  the  great  agitated  points  of 
the  oonstitution,  on  the  subjects  of  the  Tariff 
and  Internal  Improvement,  tliat  will  remain  a 
treasure  to  his  country  while  talente  shall  be  re- 
garded. 

The  lectures  of  Mr.  Dew,  of  Yirg^Ia,  oa 
the  restrictive  system,  are  more  like  a  mathe- 
matical analysis  than  the  lectures  of  a  pro- 
fessor on  poUtical  economy.  His  illustrations 
ore  so  plain,  and  so  strong,  and  so  oon- 
oloaive,  tnat  they  are  perfect  demonstrations 
of  the  errors  and  absurdity  of  the  Ameri- 
oan  system. 

None  of  these  writers  have  ever  been  an- 
swered by  the  advocates  of  Internal  Improve- 
ment and  the  Tariff  System.  To  these  may  be 
added,  a  paper  recenUy  published,  by  order  of 
the  House  of  Rejiresentatives^  which  will  be 
read  with  much  mterest.  It  ts  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Commerce  written,  as  we 
understand,  by  Mr.  Cambreleng,  the  chairman 
of  that  committee.  It  gives  a  more  expanded 
view,  and  fbmishes  more  evidences,  drawn 
from  facts,  of  the  great  impolicy  and  minous 
effects  of  the  tariff,  than  have  appeared  in  any 
State  paper  heretofore  published  by  the  Gov- 
ernment.   The  disastrous  effects  which  it  has 


tabliahad,  that  it  most  command  admiration, 
and  will  be  extensively  read. 

The  flood  of  light  which  those  distinguished 
writers  have  shed  upon  this  suligect,  to  which 
may  be  added  this  report,  cannot  fail  to  eit- 
listen  the  benight«d  minds  of  an  honest,  indus- 
trious community,  and  bring  them  to  reflect^ 
trionsly,  whether  it  be  jnsttto  tax  the  many 
_jr  the  benefit  of  the  few.  The  mannfaoturers 
themselves  regret  that  this  system  has  been  in* 
trodnced.  And  well  they  may:  for  it  is  now 
folly  ascertained  that  at  least  one-half  of  the 
moneyed  capital  of  the  If  ew  England  States  has 
been  sacrificed  by  this  mania,  and  a  large  pro- 
portion of  the  proprietors  of  mannfactnring 
establishments  bsnkmpted.  Fortunes,  that 
have  been  accumulating  for  half  a  century, 
have  been  swept  away  in  an  instant. 

There  con  be  no  probability  that  men  of 
bmdnees,  raised  to  active  purgnitd,  and  oc- 
cnstomed  to  employ  their  capital  in  some  pro- 
ductive and  advantageous  manner,  can  remain 
devoted  to  a  system  that  must  produce  their 
oertaiu  destmction.  In  addition  to  bo  many 
reasons  that  exbt,  why  we  may  hope  for  an 
early  dissolution  of  this  oppressive  system, 
another  reason,  as  strong  at  least,  if  not  stronger 
than  sny  other,  is  the  certainty  that  the  publlo 
debt  of  the  United  Btat«s  will  shortly  be  ex- 
tingnished.  When  that  period  shall  arrive, 
there  will  not  he  even  a  pretext  for  the  con- 
tinoation  of  the  torifi^  except  it  be  for  the  ex- 
plicit and  avowed  purpose  of  protecting  the 
manufacturers.  And  I  beg  leave  to  ash  if  there 
be  even  one  man  who  con  for  a  moment  sup- 
pose that  twelve  milions  of  the  free  people  of 
the  United  States  will  calmly  enbmit  to  have 
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the  direction  of  tbe  whole  of  their  ]abor  taken 
ont  of  their  own  hands,  and  placed  under  the 
management  of  the  Qeneral  QoTemment ;  not 
to  secnre  a  revenue  for  goTemmental  pnrpoeee, 
bat  that  the  Government  may,  at  ite  discretion, 
parcel  ont  the  profits  of  the  Ubor  of  one  portion 
of  the  Union  to  hestow  on  those  of  another  por- 
tion of  the  Uoion)  Sir,  it  is  morally  certain 
that  they  will  submit  to  no  ench  tjrann;.  Nor 
will  it  be  ueoessoiy  for  the  people  to  rise  tn 
their  might  to  pat  it  down,  eitJier  bj  one  por- 
tion seceding  from  the  rest,  or  hj  the  more 
direfhl  alternative  of  civil  war.  that  must  drench 
the  States  with  the  blood  of  their  own  citizens. 
Fnblio  opinion  must,  and  will  correct  this 
nughty  evil,  and  in  ita  ovn  way,  and  leave  the 
States  Btill  farther  to  ddtivate  their  Union, 
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and  these  hopes  ehonld  prove  illasive,  it  will 
then  be  time  for  the  States  to  determine  what 
ore  their  rightc^  and  whether  they  have  consti- 
tnUonal  powers  to  secede  from  the  Union. 

HoKDAT,  Uarch  1. 
Xt.  FooCt  Setolution — SuU^fieaHoTt, 

The  Senate  resamed  the  consideration  of 
the  resolntion  offered  by  Ur.  Foot,  in  relation 
to  fntnre  anrveys  and  sdes  of  the  publio  lands. 

ICr.  GBdNDT  sud :  I  will  now  proceed  to  an 
exanunation  of  another  sntfject,  npon  which  a 
great  diveraity  of  opinion  seems  to  prevail — I 
mean  the  powers  of  the  State  and  Federal  Gov- 
ermnents.  As  to  the  tme  division  or  distribn- 
tion  of  their  powers,  no  difficulty  exists  so  long 
as  we  speak  in  general  terms;  differences  of 
opinion  arise  when  we  come  to  act  on  par- 
ticnlsr  oases ;  at  present,  we  have  no  cose  be- 
fore the  Senate,  and  are  only  discossing  the 
sabject  for  the  purpose  of  asoerttuning  the  tme 
mlo  by  which  to  test  cases  as  they  arise  '  and 
in  the  event  Congress  should  transcend  the 
limits  or  boondariea  of  its  constitutional  powers, 
to  ascert^n  where  we  are  to  look  for  me  ulti- 
mate corrective  tribunal. 

The  States  existed  prior  to  this  Government. 
Each  of  them  possessed  all  the  rights  and 
powers  which  appertain  to  sovereign  and  inde- 
pendent nations.  For  ell  the  purposes  of  eelf- 
govenunent,  no  want  of  power,  or  the  means 
of  nsi^  it;  was  felt  by  any  of  these  commnni- 
ties.  Life,  liberty,  repntation,  and  property, 
all  fonnd  an  ample  protection  In  the  State  Qov- 
emmenta.  If  any  Internal  Improvement  were 
necessary,  within  its  limits,  the  sovereign 
power  of  the  State,  having  entire  and  nncon- 
trolled  jurisdiction,  could  canae  it  to  be  under- 
taken and  effected.  For  none  of  these  purposes 
or  objects  was  there  a  defect  of  competency  in 
the  State  Governments.  There  were  objects, 
however,  of  high  importance,  to  which  the 
States,  separately,  were  not  equal  or  adequate 
to  provide.  These  are  specified  in  the  recom- 
mendfttofy  lett«r  issued  by  the  oonvenUon,  and 
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signed  by  General  Washingbxi,  which  uoom- 
panied  the  constitution,  when  preaeoted  to  the 
old  Congress  for  it^  consideration.  The  lu- 
goage  is,  "The  friends  of  oar  conntry  hiva 
long  seen  and  desired,  that  the  power  of  m»Hng 
wu,  peace,  and  treaties ;  that  of  levying  money 
and  regulating  commerce,  and  the  conespMid- 
ent  executive  and  jadi(»al  authorities,  dionld 
be  folly  and  effectiully  vested  in  the  Gena«l 
Government  of  the  Union."  Here  is  &n  enu- 
meration of  the  objects  which  made  it  nrrrsnarj 
to  establish  this  Government ;  and  when  w« 
are  called  on  to  decide  whether  a  snbject  be 
within  oar  powers,  we  ou^t  not  to  lose  d^t 
of  the  purposes  for  which  the  Govermnrait  waa 
created.  Vhen  it  is  recollected  that  all  the 
powers  now  possessed  by  the  General  and 
Stale  Governments  belonged  originally  to  the 
latter,  and  that  the  former  is  constructed  finm 
grants  of  power  yielded  up  by  the  State  Got- 
emments,  the  furand  jnstconolafflon  would  be, 
that  no  other  power  waa  conferred,  except  what 
was  plainly  and  expressly  given.  But  if  doubt 
coula  exist,  the  10th  article  in  the  amendments 
to  the  constitution  settiea  this  queatioDL  It 
declares  that  "  The  powers  not  delegated  to  the 
United  Btatee  by  the  oonstitotion,  nw  {wo- 
hibited  by  it  to  the  States,  are  reserved  to  the 
States,  respeotivdy,  or  to  the  people."  Hie 
conclusion  hence  ariaea,  that  this  &aTen)iDent 
is  one  of  limited,  delc^atod  nowera,  and  can  only 
act  on  saljeota  expreealy  placed  tmder  its  con- 
trol by  the  constitutaiKi,  and  upon  sncb  otlier 
matters  as  may  be  neoeasoriJy  and  propecriy 
within  the  sphere  of  its  action,  to  enable  it  to 
carry  the  enumerated  and  specified  powers  into 
eieoation,  and  without  which,  uie  powos 
granted  would  be  inoperative.  This  I  nnder- 
Btand  to  be  the  good  old  republican  doctrine^ 
and  by  it  I  will  endeavor  to  regulate  my  con- 
In  cases  of  disagreement  between  the  Federal 
and  State  Govemmenta,  as  io  their  reqtective 
powers,  who  is  to  decide  t  This  is  the  que*- 
tion  I  propc«e  briefly  to  examine.  In  caeea  ^ 
doubtml  character,  no  question  will  probably 
arise,  because  no  conrt,  Btato  or  Feder^  will 
declare  a  law  unconstitutional,  nnlew  it  ia  dearly 
and  manifeetiy  so.  This  b  the  role  of  deciaon 
avowed  by  all  the  high  Judicial  tribunals  of  the 
country;  nor  will  any  State  act  differently. 
I  admit  that  the  Supreme  Court  is  the  final  ar- 
biter In  all  cases  in  law  and  equity,  arising  un- 
der the  ooDstituldon,  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  made  in  pursoanoe  of  it.  Still,  the  casa 
put  by  Vx.  Uomson,  in  his  report  to  tlie  Vir- 
ginia Aasemblyj  in  the  year  1799,  is  not  in- 
cluded. The  ^en  and  sedition  laws,  the  sub- 
jects on  which  he  was  then  acting,  wa« 
Delieved  and  declared  by  him  and  the  Virginia 
Assembly,  to  be  a  ddiberate,  palpable,  and 
dangerous  exercise  of  powers,  not  cnrnted  by 
the  compact  or  ooitstitution.  In  sudk  a  case  as 
that,  I  ask  the  Senate,  shall  one  party  decide! 
It  will  be  readily  granted,  that,  in  settling  ques- 
tions of  right  or  power  between  difihrent  oa- 
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tknuj  one  partj  onglit  not  to  be  the  exclnerire 
jQdge ;  otnerwiM,  m  strong  is  the  love  of 
dramnion  and  rule,  it  will  indiide  within  its 
snap  aQ  the  pow«'  poHwaed  bj*  both.  Tbia 
u  the  very  pruidple  rar  whioh  gentlemen  oon- 
teod,  when  the  eobjeot  ta  ttripped  of  a  fallacj, 
which  at  flnt  obetniots  the  mental  viBioD  of  the 
inqoirer  after  trnth.  0«ntleiiieii  8«em  to  con- 
dder  the  Snprente  Oonrt  of  the  United  States 
at  a  aeparate,  diriinct  tribonal,  erect«d  bj  all 
the  partiea  conoemed,  and  as  dependent  on  one 
partj  aa  on  the  other.  Not  so ;  it  ia  a  portion 
or  part  of  one  of  the  parties,  created  ay  the 
legalatiTe  and  executive  bmnches  of  the  Gen- 
eral GoTflrmneat,  and  reeponrible  alone  to  that 
Gorenunwat.  The  Federal  Judiciary,  althoagh 
the  t«naTfl  of  office  be  dnring  good  behavior,  is 
gnmtlj  ^pendent  on  the  other  bnmohea  of  the 
Geoontl  wvemment.  Burthens  may  be  im- 
posed Ttpon  them,  and  their  labon  so  Inoraased, 
as  to  «xpel  them  from  the  bench,  from  an  in- 
ability to  discharge  all  Ae  datiea  required  by 
law.  I  name  ttos,  beoaoBe  an  effort  is  now 
m  airing  to  coinpel  the  present  jodges  to  perform 
tiieir  official  dates  in  liz  adaitional  States — a 
thing  whoDy  imprsotioable. 

In  every  oonteet  for  power,  there  wonld  exist 
in  the  Judiciary  the  same  motives  to  lead  it 
atb«y,  aa  wonld  exist  in  the  other  departments, 
with  Uiis  difference — they  tronid  be  stronger, 
becaoBe  the  jnd^  hold  their  offices  bya  tennre 
of  greater  duration.  If  the  porition  of  gentle- 
men be  well  founded,  then  the  State  Govern- 
ments have  been  gnilty  of  the  folly  and  weak- 
neas  of  creating  a  Government  which  can  ad- 
judge away  ua  their  sovereign  rights  and 
powers;  a  creature  competent  to  the  destrao- 
txm  of  its  creators ;  and  all  this,  by  the  easiest 
operationa  imaginable.  A  case  is  presented  to 
the  oonrt  by  the  Attomey-Qeneral,  an  opinion 
is  written  on  a  few  sheets  of  paper,  and  Ur. 
Petera  (the  reporter)  is  directed  to  put  it  in  his 
book,  and  forthwith  twenty-four  sovereign  and 
independent  States  are  prostrated  and  de- 
atroyed.  Bir,  much  as  I  love  peace  and  qniet- 
neea,  before  I  witness  this,  I  desire  to  hear  more 
elsmor  abont  it  than  would  arise  from  this 
rilui^  eapptng^  and  nndemdning  procedore. 


ate  chamber ;  towards  eaofaoi  them  I  entertun 
a  h^i  reepeet;  and  should  any  attempt  be 
made  affeot^g  the  independence  of  the  Jndiciary, 
I  win  go  aa  far  aa  he  who  goes  f^best  in  its 
d^bnoe. 

If  thoae  from  whom  I  differ  be  right,  the 
only  seonrity  the  States  have,  is  the  integrity 
of  a  minority  of  seven  men ;  and  as  the  ooneti- 
tation  aid  not  direct  what  rnunber  of  judges 
should  constitute  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  one  could 
have  been  placed  there;  and  upon  his  will 
alone,  aoooraing  to  the  argument  on  the  olher 
aide,  wonld  depend  the  tata  of  twenty-fonr  sov- 
ereign States. 

In  all  questions  of  mwm  »t  tuum,  embraced 
~°*^*~nt  its  oonetitutional  Jurisdiction,  this  conrt 
TouX-«l 


is  the  supreme  tribunal,  and  incidentally, 
between  individnals,  it  mnat  dedde  upon  all 
questions  necessary  to  enable  it  to  come  to  a 
result  or  final  determination  ;  and  the  decision 
will  be  binding  upon  the  parties.  This,  how- 
ever, by  no  means  proves  that  tlie  court  can 
decide  upon  the  sovereign  rights  of  the  States, 
BO  as  to  affect  them.  The  gentlemen  have  been 
requested  by  my  friend  from  Eentncky,  (Mr. 
RowAK,)  to  produce  an  instance  in  which  sov- 
ereignty has  snbmitted  itself  to  any  Judldal 
tribnnid.  The  very  act  of  doing  bo  implies  de- 
pendence and  inferiority ;  and  that  Kovemment 
which  admits  its  adversuy  to  decide  in  such  a 
case,  acknowledges  that  it  is  not  sovereign  and 
independent  Mr.  Madison,  who  nnderstwd  the 
constitution  and  Btmotnre  of  the  Government 
as  well  as  any  man  that  ever  lived,  was  of 
opinion  that  the  Federal  jndiciary  possessed  no 
anoh  power.  Mr.  Jefferson,  the  great  teacher 
of  republicanism,  thronghont  his  whole  life  oon- 
lended  against  it;  and,  fortunately  for  the 
American  people,  their  opinions  are  recorded 
in  onr  national  archives,  and  will  be  preserved 
for  the  benefit  of  those  who  are  to  succeed  us. 
The  necessary  resnlt  ia,  that  the  power  of  de- 
ciding finally  and  conclunvely  does  not  exist  in 
either  Government,  or  any  department  of 
either.  What,  then,  is  to  be  done  if  Congress 
pass  an  act  beyond  the  limits  of  its  constitu- 
tional powers,  and  it  is  found  to  operate  op- 
pressivelr,  say  upon  Tir^iat  I  name  this 
old,  leading,  champion  State,  for  the  pnrpose  of 
illustrating  my  argument  more  clearly.  Shall 
Virginia  submit  f  No.  She  is  oppressed — un- 
constitutionally oppressed.  The  General  Gov- 
ernment has  declu«d  in  all  its  departments  that 
the  act  is  binding.  The  Legislature  of  Yirginia 
is  of  a  different  opinion.  Has  she  no  right  to 
say  to  the  Genersl  Government  we  did  not  give 
up  this  power  whioh  you  have  exercised}  May 
she  not  say  it  la  an  authority  yon  have  usurped  ? 
Such  language  has  been  held — it  was  done  by 
Virginia  sna  Kentucky,  by  their  resolutions  in 
1798  and  1799 ;  and  it  produced  the  deured 
effect.  Those  who  had  exercised  unconstitu- 
tional powers  were  put  down,  and  the  adminis- 
tration of  Mr.  Jefferson  succeeded.  This  was 
an  appeal  to  the  intelligence  and  patriotism  of 
the  nation,  to  correct  the  evil  through  the 
medinm  of  the  elective  franchise.  It  prevailed, 
and  will  always  prevail,  nniess  an  interest 
exist  in  the  m^ority  at  varisnce  with  the  rights 
and  interests  of  the  minority.  When  that  la 
the  case,  it  may  happen  that  a  sense  of  Jnatice 
will  be  too  weak  to  produce  a  repeal  of  the  un- 
conBtitntionsl  measure.  What  thenT  Shall 
Vir^nia  throw  herself  out  of  the  Uniont  No. 
One  Bet  of  agents  employed  to  act  in  the  Fed- 
eral Government  have  asserted  their  authority 
and  Jurisdiotion  over  certfdn  subjects,  and  they 
insist  on  their  right  to  do  so.  Another,  acting 
in  the  States,  insist  that  the  agents  of  the  Gen- 
eral Government  have  transcended  their  au- 
thority, engrafted  on  the  coustitntion  provisiona 
not  origuu^y  contained  in  it,  and  areexsrdaiDg 
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tlio  reserved  powers  of  the  State.  It  becomes 
ft  mere  dispute  unoog  sgenta ;  the  employers, 
the  masterB,  the  reel  soTereigna,  have  Dot  de- 
oided  it  In  thia  state  of  tbu«s,  shal'  "'  '  ' 
anbmit  to  be  despoiled  of  her  aot 
Bir,  she  will  not,  b^tameaDbminion, 
her  lugh  political  ohancter  and  pre^emloeuoe ', 
rather  thui  do  this,  her  Uadisooa  and  Monroes 
woold  forget  their  years,  and  minde  agtun  in 
the  political  strife ;  her  Giles  would  lay  aside 
the  cratches  of  decrepitode ;  and  the  gentlemtui 
fri^n  Hoine,  (Mr.  HoucEa,)  would  sffain  hear 
the  keen,  catting  voice  of  uie  Roanoke  orator, 
dividing  and  ac^iaratinf^  even  onto  Uie  joints 
and  marrow. 

If  I  am  to  anderetand  any  Senator  as  saying 
that  a  Btate  Legislatore  can  nollify  and  moke 
Toid  an  act  of  Oongresa,  so  far  as  to  prevent  its 
operation  within  its  limits,  I  dissent  from  him. 
^e  Federal  constitation  was  not  received  or 
adopted  by  the  Leeislatares  of  the  States ;  the 
members  are  not  elected  for  saoh  high  porposes. 
The  ambition  of  a  few  aspiring  men  might  mis- 
lead the  legialatnre,  when  called  on  to  act  and- 
denly  and  unexpectedly.  Let  the  ii^ored  and 
oppressed  State,  then,  assame  its  highest  politi' 
oaf  attitude — a  convention  in  the  State,  for  the 
purpose  of  deciding  wliether  the  great  fimda- 
mental  law,  which  unites  and  binds  the  States 
together  ba«  been  violated,  by  Oongress  haviag 
exercised  powers  reeervcd  to  the  States,  ana 
not  delegated  to  the  General  Qovemment.  If 
a  false  clamor  has  been  raised,  this  measure  will 
pnt  it  down.  In  every  State  there  is  a  division 
among  politicians,  and  the  minority  are  only 
waiting  for  an  opportanity  to  ^nt  the  m^ority 
in  the  wrong,  Ine  people  being  called  on  to 
act  ia  tliis  solemn  maoner,  will  put  the  whole 
intelligence  of  the  oommanity  into  action.  The 
aged,  tbe  wise,  the  experienced,  well-tried 
mends  of  the  country  will  be  called  into  the 
public  service.  Such  men  will  not  lightiy  pro- 
nounce an  act  of  Congress  nnconstitntional  and 
void ;  bat  should  they  upon  full  consideration  so 
declare,  how  wiU  t^e  question  then  stand  t  If 
the  State  possesses  the  power  to  act  as  I  have 
shown,  the  aecwBaArj  oonseqnence  is,  that  the 
act  of  Oongress  most  cease  to  operate  in  the 
State ;  and  Congress  must  acqui^ce,  by  aban- 
doning  the  power,  or  obtun  an  express  grant 
trout  the  great  source  from  which  all  ita  powers 
are  drawn.  The  General  Government  would 
have  no  rigbt  to  use  force.  It  would  be  a 
glaring  absudity  to  suppose  that  the  Btate  had 
the  right  to  judge  of  the  conatitutiooaUty  of  an 
act  ofthe  General  Government,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  say  that  Oongress  had  the  right  to  en- 
force a  submission  to  the  act.  This  would  in- 
volve a  palpable  oontradiction.  This  may  be 
illustrated  by  reference  to  the  powers  of  the 
Supreme  Oourt  in  analogous  cases.  AU  admit 
that  this  high  tribunal  has  the  right,  in  a  case 
properly  before  it,  and  within  its  Jurisdiction, 
to  declare  an  act  of  Oongress  unconstitutional ; 
the  effect  of  which  is,  to  render  the  act  inopera- 
tijt,  not  only  in  one  State,  but  In  all.    In  thia 
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is  obliged  to  aoquieaoe  and 
^  ver,  or  obtain  an  oxpreae  grant 
from  the  original  source,  after  the  manner 
already  stated.  No  force  can  be  applied  to 
give  effect  to  the  act  thos'deolared  void  by  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  to  aoiiq>el  it  to  chai^  ila 
deoiaioDi.  But  gentlemen,  instead  of  meeting 
oar  arguments  furly,  exdaim  that  such  a  power 
on  the  part  of  the  State  is  inoonriatent  with  tbe 
existence  of  the  General  Qovemment,  and  is 
placing  twenty-three  States  at  the  mercy  ot 
i&  and  that  tiie  Union,  by  such  an  act,  wonld 
i  dissolved.  I  cannot  but  think  tliat  all  Rich 
objections  arise  from  an  imperfect  view  ^  our 
admirable  system  of  GovermnenL    They  ori^- 


Independent  and  uncontrollable  power,  which 
is  unknown  to  our  system.  If  Qie  genUemen 
will  but  advert  to  the  fifth  article  of  Uie  omsti- 
tntion,  they  will  find  a  redeeming  power — a 
power  above  all  othera;  which  oan  mould  the 
constitution,  and  define,  anew,  the  relaU<Nu 
between  the  Btate  and  the  General  Oovem- 
menta;  I  mean  the  oonstitutional  number  of 
States.  This  is  not  a  mere  dormant  power. 
The  mode  in  which  itis  to  be  called  into  action 
a  expressly  laid  down,  and,  when  properljr  in- 
voked, will  at  all  times  prove  adequate  to  aave 
this  glorious  system  of  oors  from  disorder  and 
anarchy..  Whenever  a  conflict,  snob  a*  I  have 
described,  arises  between  one  of  tiie  Btate^ 
acting  in  its  sovereign  .capacity,  and  the  Gen- 
eral Govemment,  it  ls  to  this  lugb  arbiter  (a 
convention  of  the  States)  the  parties  must  re- 
sort, and  not  to  the  Supreme  Court,  the  creature 
of  the  parties.  But  who  is  to  make  the 
~    Surely  the  party  claiming  to  exercise 


e  oppressed  State 


appeal  I 
the  powei 


power,  and  which  alone  poeseasestli 

ookingit    To  require  the  oppreaei.     

to  do  it,  wonld  be  absurd.    The  oonatitntioa 


provides  two  modes  of  amendment:  one,  when 
two- thirds  of  both  Eooses  of  Oongress  shall  pro- 
pom  amendments ;  the  second,  when  two-thirds 
of  the  L^^alatnrea  of  the  Statea  shall  make  ^>- 
plicadon  to  Oongress  to  call  a  convention  Bx 
proposing  amendments.  In  either  cas&  three- 
fourths  of  tbe  States  are  required  to  rati^;  and 
the  agency  of  Congress  ia  nenewary  in  both. 
On  Congress,  then,  is  the  burthea  of  making 
the  appeal,  on  the  ground  that  it  clalnia  the 
exercise  of  tbe  power,  and  becanse,  alone,  it  is 
possessed  of  the  means.  It  caimot  be  considered 
unreasonable  that  a  State,  which  has  declared, 
in  the  most  solemn  manner,  ite  reserved  rigfati 
to  have  been  violated,  shoold  possess  the  powtf 
of  compelling  the  Qeneral  Govenunent  to 
make  an  ^ipeal  to  the  source  from  which  all 
its  powers  are  derived.  It  was  called  into  u- 
istence  by  three-fourths  of  the  States,  and  can 
exercise  no  power,  without  usurpation,  which 
has  not  been  granted.  What  can  bo  more  ra- 
tional! What  more  conastent  with  the  spirit 
1^  our  system,  than  where  there  ia  a  oonSict 
between  a  aovereign  State  (a  party  to  the  eom- 
paot)  and  the  General  Government,  as  to  the 
powers  whioh  have  been  yielded  to  the  latter. 
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that  it  flboold  be  oompelled  to  decide  the  qnes- 
t)onbjaiiBpp«&l  to  the  source  of  all  its  powers) 
I  do  not  heritat«  to  saj  that  the  power  on  the 
part  of  the  Slates  to  compel  rach  an  appeal  ia 
indispenuble  to  the  eiistanoe  of  their  Hrer- 
mgn^,  and  to  the  preBBrvatioa  of  their  reserrad 
righto.    Vithoat  it,  the  General  QoTemment, 


ts  praclieal  operation,  wonM  be  an  onlimited, 

aolidated  GoremmeDt,  notwithstanding  " 

fimitUionB  impoaed  bj  the  prorlsionB  of 


MmstitaUon.  Its  eonstroetioo  of  the  c<Hutito- 
lion  wonld  b»  the  oonstituUon.  Those  who 
know  the  force  and  inilnenoe  of  oonstroetion, 
how  it  can  pervert  the  pkdnert  imiMXt  (MT  words, 
when  snder  the  infioence  of  sell-interest,  well 
imdemtand  the  fearfU  ohansef  tt  is  oqwble  of 
^udacing.  If  there  be  no  dieclE,  an  intererted 
m^oiitf ,  nsing  the  powers  of  the  Qeneral  Oot- 
ttntnent,  whi<3i  were  given  for  the  proteetim 
and  benefit  of  all,  as  the  inatrmnent  of  aggran- 
dising tbeDudvea  at  the  expense  ot  the  ml- 
nori^,  Btaj,  hj  oonstniotioa,  gradttallj  <mder- 
mioe  and  render  otieolete  the  sacred  prorisioiu 
of  this  instnimant.  We  alreodr  see  fearhl 
sTmptonu  of  encroadunent,  which  no  patriot 
can  look  at  withont  dismaf,  and  which,  If  per- 
eerered  in,  eaa  only  be  arrested  hj  an  exercise 
of  the  power  for  which  I  oontend.  The  Sn- 
prenie  Court  i*  wholl;'  inadequate.  If  three- 
itmrtha  of  the  Btatea  shall  not  oononr  In  ad- 
mittiDg  the  contested  power,  or  shall  not  pro- 
noonce  that  it  already  exista,  Congress  will  be 
oonrtrained  to  abandon  the  exereiae  of  it,  Inaa- 
mnch  as  no  new  power  oau  be  gnrated  withont 
inch  concoirenoe.  The  deoiuon  of  a  leas  nom- 
ber  OQght  not  to  be  obligatory,  where  a  State 
has  solemnly  prononnoed  that  snoh  a  grant  of 


uthority  H 


snerermade.    Bnt 


soppoaeU 


fimttha  of  the  States  deddetheqneation  against 
the  com^aining  State^  then  aoqnieeoenoe  be- 
eoBMaadu^,  undltmaBt  mbmtt;  CH-aBtatAof 
things  arises  not  povlded  for  by  the  constitn- 
tion,  on  the  conseqaenoes  of  which  I  will  not 
dwelL  The  doctrine  for  which  I  oontend  is  not 
of  recent  origin.  I  am  merely  an  hmnble  dl»- 
dple  of  an  old  school,  reoalliiig  it  to  pnbUo 
view.  Ur.  Jefferaon  long  since  adrancM  the 
opinion  I  now  advocate,  and  in  his  letter  to 
Jndge  Johnson,  of  Jane,  1828,  he  remarks,  in 
reference  to  the  following  expression,  nsed  by 
another  diatlngrriahed  citizen,  uiat  "  there  most 
be  an  ultimate  arbiter  somewhere,"  "  Trne," 
^ud  Ur.  JeffbrsoD,)  "there  most;  bat  does 
that  prore  it  is  in  aUier  party  T  The  ultimate 
arfalt«r  is  the  people  of  the  Union,  assembled 
by  their  depnties  in  convenUon,  at  the  call  of 
Congress,  or  of  two-thirds  of  the  States.  Let 
them  decide  to  which  they  mean  to  give  on 
anthority,  claimed  by  two  of  their  organs. 
And  it  luu  been  the  peonliar  wisdom  and  feli- 
city of  oar  consdtntion  to  have  provided  this 
peooeatde  appeal,  where  that  of  other  na&)ns  is 
at  once  to  force" 

MariM  Snvict, 
The  ftdlowing  reaolotiona,  snbmitted  on  tha 


S7th  of  febnury,  by  Ur.  Baxhaxd,  were  taken 
np  for  oonrideration : 

"  Snehed,  Hut  the  SaeiMary  of  the  Navy  be  di- 
rected to  fonilsh  to  this  House  tafonnalioa  on  the 
foUoKlnssatiiecti ; 

"Istwinuierit  Iineoeasory  to  tbeanaedeqnl^ 
ment  of  a  tmmI  of  war  that  mvtiws  should  con- 
poaa  a  part  of  its  tnlUtur  (broe ;  or  whether  na- 
rinea  ewy  not  nsaftdlj  be  dispensed  with,  and  a  poi^ 
tion  of  the  saaawn  be  Instmcted  In  the  Dsa  of  nnoU 
anna,  and  parfonn  all  doUes  which  eon  be  required 
of  marines,  cither  hi  battle  or  In  ordinary  service. 

"8d.  Whether  sesnen  are  not  nowinstriietedand 
practised  In  the  nee  of  small  arms ;  and,  generally, 
any  Infbmatlon  which  may  eloetdate  the  Inqniry, 


"  84  Whether  the  pettj  ol ,  .._, 

have  been  In  service,  W  from  age  or  disht  dii^ril- 
itlea  are  rendered  nnfit  for  the  active  doSea  of  thdr 
ealliog,  on  ohipboard,  con  be  nselbny  and  soMy  em- 
ployed OS  gnwds  at  the  navy  ■tatfooo,  In  lieu  of  the 
m.pI.1—  now  osrigned  to  that  dntr. 

"  And  forther  that  (be  Secretarr  of  the  Xavy  ob- 
tain turn  the  omcera  compoeing  the  Navy  Board, 


K«vj  Board, 

i  the  seat  of 

>i^  n 


ipoeing  t 
«nd  otbcr  naval  officen  of  rank  n- 
QoTcmment,  their  oirinions.  In  « 

-ibgoubject,  t"  ■""  "       -  '■■   ' 


Vt.  SiatB,  of  Uarylond,  said  he  was  opposed 
to  this  mode  of  obtuniog  Information.  He 
reoollectod  that  the  policy  and  propriety  of 
obtaining  opinions  from  Heads  of  Department 
was  disoossed  when  Oongress  sat  in  Phila- 
delphia. Some  gentlemen  were  in  the  habit 
of^  at  that  time,  callii^  on  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  for  hie  opinion  on  any  favorite  snV 
Jeet,  reladng  to  his  Department,  in  order  that 
they  might  be  ^ded  in  acoomplifdiing  their  ob- 
ject by  the  wei^t  that  gentleman's  opinion 
bore  in  the  le^ative  haU.  It  was  then  decided, 
that  opiniooa  of  Heads  of  Department  were 
nnneoessory,  as  members  themseWea  were  as 
capable  c^  forming  as  correct  an  opinion  as 
they ;  and  ttiat  they  were  improper,  as  tending 
to  infloeace  the  discnsdon  of  Oie  Legislatnre. 
Mr.  8.  sud  it  was  sofficient  to  require  ucta  from 
the  Departments  and  leave  members  to  form 
their  own  opinions  on  those  facts.  For  these 
reasons^  be  wai  opposed  to  the  reaolatjon. 

Mr.  B,aBSAm>  said,  the  remarks  mode  by  the 
Senator  from  Moryliuid,  (Ur.  Sioth,)  in  oppod* 
tion  to  the  resolotion  now  onder  consideration, 
mode  it  neceeeory  for  him  briefly  to  state  soma 
of  the  views  and  reasons  which  luflnenoed  him 
in  preeenting  it.  It  will  be  recollected  (said 
Mr.  B.)  that,  otthecommencemeDt  of  the  pres- 
ent sesnon,  the  President  of  the  United  Stately 
in  his  Message  to  OoDKrcss,  reconuneoded  that 
the  marine  oorpa  shoiud  be  transferred  to,  and 
merged  in,  the  army;  and  whatever  marines 
might  be  required  for  naval  service  should  be 
obtained  by  dronghta  from  the  snny,  as  it  was 
stated  that  no  previous  truning  was  necessary 
for  this  service.  The  Military  Committee  of 
the  Senate,  upon  the  reference  of  the  several 
parts  of  the  Premdent's  Message,  considered  this 
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subject  as  oomin^  in  some  mearare  before  them : 
ftlthough  of  a  mixed  character,  relating  both  to 
the  army  and  aavjj  j9X  tbey  conceived  it  en- 
tiiled  to  their  consideration.  But  it  oooorred 
to  me,  sir,  that  it  wa«  proper  to  settle  a  pre- 
Umiiiai?  qaestion  l>efore  we  conid  come  to  any 
sstisfactorj  conotosion  on  the  recommended 
transfer  of  the  marine  c(Hp&  And  that  «w, 
whether  either  marines  or  eoldiers  were  necee- 
WBij  as  a  port  of  the  armed  fbroe  on  board  irfa 
Teasel  of  war.  If  marines  are  indispensable  on 
ehip-board,  then  I  am  willing  to  aomit  that  it 
will  be  better  to  retain  the  corps  as  it  is,  and 
onre  snjr  defect  in  ib  organization,  if  mch 
■boold  udst,  br  a  re-organizatioii.  if  necessary ; 
for  I  can  readily  foresee  difficnlties  that  will 
arise  in  taking  soldiers  front  tlie  annj  to  per- 
form marine  dntj.  I  wieh  merelj  to  mention 
one  or  two  tliat  have  ooonrred  to  me.  By  the 
existing  laws  of  Oon^7es%  pnnishmentbj  abipea 
Is  expreaalj-  prohibited  in  the  arm<r  of  the 
United  States.  When  a  soldier,  therefore,  en- 
lists in  Ilie  service,  it  Is  nnder  an  implied  agree- 
ment, if  not  express  nnderetanding,  that  this 
punishment  shul  not  be  inflicted  on  him  for 
ordinary  offences.  If  he  is  called  on  to  perform 
marine  doty,  on  board  one  of  yonr  vessels  of 
war,  is  he  to  be  subjected  to  uie  punishment 
vsnally  inflicted  on  seamen,  or  is  there  to  be 
two  kinds  of  punishment,  one  for  the  marine, 
and  the  other  for  the  siulor,  on  board  of  the 
same  vessel!  Every  naval  officer  will  tell  yon 
at  once,  that  this  distinction  in  punishments 
cannot  exist  Thatj  for  the  same  offence,  there 
most  be  the  same  kmd  of  punishment,  whether 
fCT  marines  or  seamen. 

There  is  another  InoonrenienoA  (a^d  Ur.  B.) 
that  has  struck  me  will  arise  in  taking  soldiers. 
A  company  of  soldiers  oonrists  of  abont  fifty  or 
sixty  men,  commuided  by  a  captain  and  two 
lient«nant«.  If  a  draught  is  required  fi^  one  of 
your  smaller  vessels,  say  a  sloop  of  war,  about 
half  a  company  only  will  be  required ;  for  I 
believe  the  nomber  of  marines  nsuslly  employed 
on  board  one  of  that  class  of  vessels  is  between 
twenty  and  thir^  only.  If  yon  then  take  this 
number,  yon  divide  the  company^  leaving  the 
captain  on  shore  with  one  of  his  subalterns, 
while  the  other  Is  sent  in  command  of  the  detach- 
ment to  serve  at  sea,  It  must  be  apparent,  I 
think,  that  such  a  state  of  things  wonla  operate 
iojarioosly  to  the  army.  But  my  design  is  not 
now  to  go  into  an  examination  of  the  incon- 
veniences that  would  result,  by  making  detach- 
ments from  the  army  for  mulne  dnty  at  sea. 
It  b  not  necessary  to  the  oonnderation  of  the 
resolntion  before  us.  I  have  merely  stated  one 
or  two  as  they  struck  me.  My  ol^eot  is  to  ob- 
tain from  those  competent  to  give  it,  the  infor- 
mation asked  for  in  the  resolution ;  that  is, 
whether  marines  cannot  be  entirely  dispensed 
with  on  ship-board,  and  a  portion  of  seamen 
trained  to  the  nse  of  small  arms,  to  perform  any 
duty  that  can  be  required  of  scudiers. 

The  Senator  fh>m  Maryland  objects  to  the 
resolntion,  booaose,  he  si^  it  is  asking  the 


enate  are  Just  as  competent  to  form  opinions 
n  this  subject  as  the  Secretary  himself,  Bnt 
the  resolution  asks  for  information,  and  from 
whom?  Why,  air,  not  fraja  the  Secretary 
alone,  bnt  from  naval  officer^  whose  lon^  ser- 
vioe  and  experience  will  enable  them  to  give  it. 
The  resolntion  was  purposely  framed  with  a 
view  to  accompliBh  this  object.  Bnt  who  can 
the  Senate  call  upon  for  this  pnrposet  Upon 
the  officers  themselves!  No;  bnt  npoo  the 
Head  of  the  Department,  and,  through  him, 
upon  the  officers  who  are  subject  to  his  control 
lliis  is  the  only  means  that  I  am  aware  of  by 
which  we  can  officially  obtain  the  infonnatum 
sought  for. 

I  will  acknowledge  (aald  Hx.  B.)  that  my 
impression  has  been,  thst  marines  are  not  in- 
diqiensable  for  the  sea-service  in  our  publio 
veesels.  I  may  be  in  error.  I  do  not  pretend 
to  any  practical  knowledge  myself  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  therefore  it  is  mat  I  want  to  be  in- 
formed bythose  who  alone  can  give  satisfactory 
information.  IS,  when  it  is  obtained,  in  the 
report  of  the  Secretary  and  the  officers  called 
on,  it  shall  be  found  that  marines  cannot  be  dis- 
pensed with,  it  will  show  that  I  have  been  mis- 
taken in  my  impression.  I  will,  however, 
state  a  few  of  the  reasons  on  which  that  im- 
pression  has  been  fonnded  ;  for  I  do  not  mean 
to  so  into  an  argnment  on  the  subject.  It  is 
well  known  that,  in  the  British  serrioe,  their 
seamen  ever  have  been  forcibly  impressed, 
and  compelled  to  serve  on  board  their  ships  of 
war  agunst  their  consent;  and  this,  too,  not 
for  a  lew  years  only,  bnt  for  life,  or,  at  least,  as 
long  as  mej  are  fltfor  duty.  It  became  neces- 
sary, therefore,  to  repress  that  spirit  of  mntinT 
winoh  wonld  unquestionably  lie  found  to  exist 
in  a  crew  thns  violently  torn  frixn  their  friends 
and  family,  and  forced  into  the  service  against 
their  wilL  For  this  purpose  marines,  it  is  Im- 
lieved,  were  originslly  introduced  on  board  of 
British  ships,  as  mnch,  if  not  more^  to  overawa 
and  keep  the  seamen  in  subjecticm,  than  to 
assist  in  navigating  or  fighting  the  vesseL  Tl^ 
duty,  on  the  part  of  the  marinea,  has  produced 
a  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  sailors  towards 
them,  if  not  of  actual  hate,  cert^nly  any  thing 
but  cordiality  and  good  wilL  The  dislike^^ 
the  sulor  for  the  marine  is  proverbiaL 

In  onr  service  (continued  Kr.  B.)  marines 
cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  necessary  to  guard 
the  seamen,  and  prevent  mutiny.  Seamen  are 
volnntarilr  enlisted,  and  for  a  shorter  period 
than  mannes  themselves ;  they  are  not  forced 
into  the  service,  as  in  the  British  navy,  but  go 
into  it  of  choice — it  is  their  free  act.  Oan  it  be 
possible,  then,  that  they  must  be  watched  and 
guarded  by  soldiers  to  keep  them  to  their  duty  I 
Such  a  beUef  is  derogatory,  it  ^>pears  to  me,  to 
the  charact«r  of  onr  gallant  ton.  On  one  sub- 
ject my  mind  is  decided,  that  there  should  not 
De  on  board  of  the  same  vessel  two  Jarring  and 
distinct  olaasan  of  men,  who  are  u  constant 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  OONOBBSa 


»•] 


m;  TWT  litUe  tr4iiuiig  will 
d  to  m^e  tham  expert  gim- 


ooUiaion  with  each  oQier,  onleai  Imperiooa 
necessity  demaoda  it.  Those  who  are  ta  set 
with  effect,  caa  beet  do  bo  by  a  nnion  of  feel- 
ings, aod  a  Bimilaritj  of  hablta.  Experience 
has  teoght  this  lesson.  SiUora  and  muiikes 
cannot,  or,  at  least,  hnve  not,  heretofore,  assimi- 
lated, either  in  feeltog  or  habit. 

As  the  materiala  are  then  so  diioordant,  can 
the  service  of  the  marines  be  dispensed  with 
withoat  iujorf  to  the  servicef  Cuinot  seamen 
be  trained  to  the  use  of  amall  arms  t  I  see  no 
diCBcnlty.  Insteadof  marinea,  take  the  like  Dom- 
ber  of  yoDUK  landsmen  from  the  oonntry,  any 
where,  and  tney  oan  load  and  fire  with  as  mnui 
effect  as  the  best-drilled  marine.  The  Ameri- 
cana, I  " 
to  the 

therefore  be  required 

men.  Beddea,  sir,  I  am  informed  Uud^  by* the 
preaent  stmctora  of  oar  Teaeek  of  war,  marines 
can  render  but  little  service  on  deck,  and  that 
mosketry  is  used  with  most  effect  from  the  tope. 
If  this  is  the  case,  is  it  not  better  to  have  sea- 
men tium  msrinest  They  will  be  ready  to 
throw  down  the  musket  and  spring  to  the  yards 
and  rigging  at  any  moment,  when  required  by 
the  exigencies  of  the  ship.  This  may  some- 
timea  be  of  great  importance.  Kor  do  I  con- 
ceive the  objection  xaged  by  the  Senator  from 
llaryland  as  sofBcient,  that  seamen  will  not 
keep  their  arms  in  order.  It  is  well  known 
that,  besides  mosketa,  there  are  pistols,  pikes, 
catlaasea,  and  other  arms,  on  boisrd  of  every 
armed  ship:  how  are  these  kept  in  order! 
Not  hy  marines.  Mosketo  oan  be  kept  in  good 
condition  in  the  same  way,  by  the  armorer,  or 
whatever  name  is  given  to  the  person  in  ohuge 
of  the  arms.  The  objection  raised,  too,  that 
the  piay  of  sulors  is  greater  than  marines,  loses 
part  of  its  weight,  when  it  is  reeoUocted  that 
the  marines  are  not  only  paid,  bat  dothed  by 
the  Government,  while  the  sailor  purchases  his 
own  clothing  from  his  pay. , 

There  is  another  consideration  which  I  think 
onght  to  have  influence  in  determining  upon 
this  anljject,  and  therefore  it  Is  that  I  am  de- 
airona  of  the  iaformation.  It  cannot  be  nn- 
known  to  the  Senate,  ttiat  there  is  often  a 
scarcity  of  seamen,  and  diffienity  is  experienced 
in  promptly  manning  our  vessels  of  war  for  sea : 
any  measure  calculated  to  remote  or  lessen  this 
inconvenience,  without  injury  to  the  servica 
ought  therefore  to  receive  the  favorable  regard 
of  this  fcody.  One  of  onr  larger  vessels  of  war, 
destined  for  a  three  years'  cruise  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, Faoifio,  or  elsewhere,  will  cony  with 
lier  about  a  hnnored  marines ;  they  will  con- 
tinue to  serve  as  marines ;  and  as  marines,  and 
nothing  but  marines,  tbey  will  return  to  tliis 
oonntry.  Let,  however,  the  same  nnmbw  of 
laodimen  be  sent  instead  of  marines;  let  thnn 
lie  taught  and  exercised  in  the  use  of  the  mus- 
ket, if  necessary ;  bat  let  them  at  the  same 
time  perform  all  the  ordinary  duties  of  sailors, 
and  at  the  end  of  a  three  years'  voyage  they  will 
retara,  not  mere  muaket-mea  bnt  expert  and 


aUe  seamen;  yon  will  thus  obtdn  an  annual 
increase  of  seamen  for  your  naval  service,  and 
tiitl  ot  the  very  best  materials  too— a  matter 
of  some  oonaequenoe,  I  oonoeive,  not  only  to 
the  interests  c^  the  navy,  but  of  the  country. 
I  have  been  led  to  theee  observations,  sir,  be- 
cause of  the  opposition  to  the  inquiry  proposed 
by  me,  and  in  Justification  ttf  my  views; 
whether  wrong  or  ri^i^t,  I  must  lesve  for  otiien 
tojndg«L 

while  I  am  up,  I  wiu  say  a  &w  words  with 

Xrd  to  the  last  tvandi  of  the  inquiry ; 
ther  seamen  cannot  be  ^nployed  in  hen  of 
marines  at  our  naval  stations.  The  marine 
oonta,  as  at  present  established,  is  Iwth  a  naval 
and  inilitary  body.  When  at  sea,  it  Is  sutfjeet 
to  the  regulations  made  for  the  navy ;  when  on 
land,  it  is  suttjeot  to  the  rules  and  artidee  of 
war  for  the  govnnment  of  the  army ;  so  that 
its  character  depends  on  whether  it  performs 
duty  on  land  or  water.  Sow,  sir,  when  on 
shore,  at  a  naval  depoL  it  b  governed  by  army 
discipUne ;  when  on  ship-board,  by  naval  dis- 
cipline. Te  Imow  that  our  navy  yards  are  iu' 
trusted  to  the  charge  of  a  naval  officer  of  rank, 
generally,  I  beltera,  if  not  alw^s,  a  post-c^>- 
tsin ;  marines  are  det^ed  to  perform  garrisoD 
duty,  in  guarding  and  proteoting  the  pubUe 
works  and  proper^.  Bnt,  ^,  in  ooaseqoenoe 
of  marines  being  addiers  on  land,  they  are  not, 
aa  J  understand  Baljeot  to  the  orders  of  the 
commandant  of  the  station,  and  details  for  duty 
are  tiierefore  made  by  reqnest,  not  by  oommana 
of  this  officer.  Two  separate  and  independent 
commands,  then,  enst  at  the  same  place,  with 
no  conunon  superior.  This  is  inconsistent  with 
my  ideas  of  milituy  subordination  and  regula- 
Uoa  Bnt  why  may  not  seamen,  whose  age  or 
inflimities,  from  long  and  faithM  service,  nave 
rendered  them  unqnolifled  for  active  duty  on 
ship-boiurd,  serve  as  guards  at  these  naval 
depots  instead  of  marines  t  Tbej  liave  been 
aconstomed  to  strict  discipline,  and  it  is  con- 
ceived would  be  equally  vigilant  in  the  dis- 
charge of  any  duty  Impasea  on  them ;  their 
tried  fidelity  at  sea  would  flimish  a  guarantee 
for  their  faithful  conduct  on  shore.  I  wish  to 
know  ftxtm  naval  officers  if  they  can  be  trusted 
with  this  duty  I  If  they  can,  sir,  it  will  furnish 
an  asylum  for  these  Wdy  veterans  of  the 
ocean,  much  better  suited  to  their  tastes  and 
wishes  than  any  naval  s^lum.  They  will  be 
rendering  service  to  the  Government  for  their 
support,  and  will  find  a  resttug-place  in  their 
more  advanced  years,  after  tlie  dangera  and 
vioiadtndee  of  an  active  aea-life. 

It  is  known  that  there  are  now  at  the  seat  of 
Government  many  diittingulsbed  and  experl- 
eaeeH  officers  of  the  navy,  I  have  av^ed  my> 
self  (^  the  droomstanoe  to  mate  the  caH  at  thli 
time.  The  infiHmation,  whan  reowved,  wiH 
be  valuable;  no  possible  injury  oan  grow  out 
of  obtaining  it;  we  shall  be  possessed  of  light 
which  we  do  not  now  posiMe,  to  guide  us  la 
any  measures  that  miy  be  deemed  neoeasary, 
with  respect  to  the  marina  otnrps.    I  tnut, 
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therefore,  the  Beoate  vill  adopt  ttte  reaoln- 

tiOD. 

llr.  B.  condaded  brHTuigbewtBhed  it  to  be 
naderstood  that  he  had  do  unkind  or  nnfrieiidlj 
feeling  to  the  oorp*  in  aakiDK  this  inqniry; 
▼ery  fer  from  it  He  wu  eotni^ed  b^  different 
motiTeg.  I  hftve  the  plesmire,  evd  he,  to  be 
•oqnainted  with  MTenl  of  its  offioen,  who  have 
heretofore  aignalised  themselTea  in  the  servioe 
of  their  oonntr?,  and  wiU  do  ao  agaiiLwhaiever 
th^  oosatr^  needs  their  wrvioea.  Bat  if  they- 
are  neoeaearr  to  the  navy,  let  tbein  be  robject 
to  naval  control,  Whether  at  sea  or  on  shore. 

ICr.  JoHHsnn  enggeated  that  the  reaolntion 
was  nnneoeesary,  as  the  Committee  on  Naval 
AfUra  had  the  aanie  power  to  call  on  tbe 
Secretary  of  the  Navy  for  thta  information, 
throngh  tbeir  chalnnan,  that  the  Senate  had. 
If  every  committee  were  to  pnrane  thie  oonise, 
and  come  to  the  Beoete  with  reflations  to  ob- 
tain information  which  conld  be  aa  well  oh- 
t^ned  widiont  anr  refbrenoe  to  the  Senate,  It 
wonld  be  oonstanUy  engaged  in  long  debates, 
and  the  neoesaaij  bnaineaa  of  the  Senate  wonld 
be  obatmcted;  and  a  discntaion  ia  got  np, 
which  ahowa  that  gentlemen  poneea  the  very 
information  reqnired.  The  gmtleman  from 
Penniylvania  (llr.  BAurAsn)  had  etmvinoed  tlie 
Senate  that  he  ia  already  in  posaearion  of  all  the 
Information  reqnired  in  his  resolnticm. 

After  a  ixw  observations  from  Heears.  Toon- 
BTBT,  and  BunH,  tX.  Manland, 

lb.  Baknabd  observed  that,  wbMi  be  offered 
this  reaolndon,  be  did  not  wprehend  that  any 
dronnutanoea  woold  arise  wUoh  oonM  possibly 
lead  to  a  diBeoision;  and,  ther^re,  the  re- 
marks of  the  gentleman  fhnn  Loniriana  were 
not  qi[^oaUe  to  lura.  Farther,  as  the  Prea- 
dent  of  the  United  States  had  rsoommmded 
the  reorganization  of  the  marine  ooni^  it  bring 
of  a  mixed  oharaot^,  we  may  natnraUy  presnme 
that  all  the  facts  on  which  tbia  paragraph  waa 
predicated  were  in  his  poastedon,  and  may 
now  be  obt^ned  fh>m  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy. 

llr.  Hi.Tm  sn^wted  that,  as  the  salject  had 
nilatl(»i  to  two  oommitteea — those  on  military 
and  naval  affsirs,  he  thonght  it  pn^wr  tliat  the 
gentleman  wonld  deognate  the  one  to  which 
he  woold  refer  the  answer,  when  received.  If 
left  between  two  committee^  it  might  fbll 
tltrongh, 

Mr.  BixRAm)  said  he  had  no  hedtotlon  in 
naming  the  committee  to  which  he  woold  refer 
the  answer  to  his  resolntaon.  He  was  willing 
to  refbr  It  to  the  Oommittee  on  Naval  AffUrs. 

The  resolntion  was  then  ap«ed  to. 


THireanAT,  March  4. 
Mr.  fboft  Stielutio»-~2ful^fiealiott. 


right  of  a  State  to  regelate  her  eondoct  by  the 


Judgment  of  her  own  self-constitnted  tribnnals, 
npoD  the  validity  of  an  act  of  Oonereas  in  op- 
podtion  to  the  solemn  declraons  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  of  the  United  Btatea :  and  my  remarks 
npoD  it  will  be  chiefly  In  reply  to  gentlemen 
who  have  gone  before  me.  I  confess  I  do  not 
discover  why  the  power  of  deddjng  any,  and 
every  qnestion,  growing  out  of  any  circnm- 
stancea  in  whicdi  a  State  may  conceive  her  aov- 
ereigntv  impngned,  is  not  translalod  to  her  own 
tribnnals  by  the  same  train  of  argument  which 
iodocea  the  condorioo  that  she  may  nnUify  an 
act  of  the  Federal  Legialataire  without  the  aid 
of  the  Federal  Jndidu7.  We  know — we  are 
ao  taoght  by  memorials  on  oor  files — that  the 
dootrine  is  very  cnrrent  in  some  States  of  the 
West,  that  the  poblio  territory  within  their  Um- 
ita  is  their  own ;  and  we  have  been  threatened 
that,  when  the  population  flowing  westward 
has  transferred  uie  balance  of  power  beyond 
the  Alleghany,  or  when,  as  one  in  this  dehsle 
has  phrased  it,  "  the  soeptie  has  departed  from 
the  old  thirteen  forever,"  we  atiall  find  the 
rights  of  the  new  Btatea  asserted  and  main- 
tamed,  if  not  by  the  force  of  nmnbera  here,  at 
least  by  the  force  of  arms  at  home.  In  that 
ease^  too,  it  is  s^d,  that  to  ns  distance  will  be 
defeat  State  sovereignty  and  State  rights  con- 
stitnte  the  very  war  cry  of  a  new  party  in  this 
oeimtry.  I  wonld  myself  be  among  the  last  to 
infringe  npon  the  constitntional  powen  of  the 
States.  Bnt  how  far  will  the  new  doctrinee  on 
the  snl^eot  carry  nst  Some  who  have  eo' 
gaged  in  this  disocsnon  have  avowed  the  opin- 
ion that  oor  dum  to  the  poblie  lands  is  inoon- 
ristent  with  the  paramoont  rights  of  the  West- 
em  Btate^  and  that,  npon  the  fbndamental 
prind[to  of  GoverameDt,  the  dtnnain  witUa 
th^  chartered  limits  is  the  property  of  these 
new  grantees.  Others,  who  stand  among  the 
boldest  cbampiims  of  the  principle  that  a  sov- 
ereign State  may  eonstitntionally  and  lawfully 
enforce  her  declarations  against  the  validity  of 
an  act  of  Oongreas,  and  nnllify  it  whenever  1:^ 
her  Judgment  it  is  "  dellber^y,  plainly,  and 

Sslpably  nnoonstitntional,"  repodiste  the  whole 
octrine  of  State  sopremocy,  aitd  State  title, 
when  we  tonch  these  cldms  to  the  public  lands. 
The  role  works  badly  then.  The  two  portions 
asenmed  by  the  same  reasoner  are  repugnant  to 
each  other.  Ton  cannot  daim  by  vutne  (J 
your  State  sovereignty  to  nnllify  an  act  of  Oon- 
gress,  and  yet  deny  to  another  State  the  ri^t, 
by  a  similar  operation,  to  tear  ont  of  your  stat- 
ute book  the  leaf  contuning  the  Tir^nia  grant, 
as  wdl  as  that  which  bears  upon  it  the  act  of 
Congress  declaring  the  nsea  of  that  grant.  By 
the  grant  and  the  act,  the  estate  ceded  is  "  tot 
the  common  benefit"  The  new  sovereign^ 
within  whose  dominions  the  estate  is  ritnoled, 
asserting  their  power  to  dedde  all  questions 
which,  in  their  Judgment,  touch  their  sov- 
ereignty, may  nullify  both,  and  make  the  land 
theirs ;  or,  if  they  cannot,  how  con  any  other 
of  these  soverei^  nnllity  a  tariff  law,  ca-  an 
act  for  intaraal  improvement  which  the  Fad- 
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wal  Jndiciar?  idjndges  to  be  T&Iid  f  The  gen- 
tleman from  Tennessee  sajs  that  he  will  aoiiiit 
Hut  the  SQfveme  Court  fs  the  final  arbiter  in 
all  cases  in  law  and  eqnitj  arising  under  tlie 
GMwtitntdon,  and  the  laws  of  the  tJnited  States 
made  in  pnmance  of  it.  But  I  am  not  satis- 
fied with  this  limitation.  The  words  of  the 
constitution  are^  "  The  Jndicial  power  of  the 
United  States  snail  be  vested  in  one  supreme 
eooii,  and  in  soch  inferior  oonrts  as  the  Con- 
mas  mv,  from  time  to  time,  ordain  and  estab- 
fish."  Then  this  general  transfer  of  power  is 
explained  by  the  second  section  of  the  same 
article :  "  The  jadicia)  power  shall  extend  to  all 
cases  in  law  and  eqnitf  arising  nnder  this  con- 
stitatioii,  the  laws  of  tbe  United  States,  and 
treaties  made^  or  which  shall  be  made,  nnder 
Oi^  rathoritj ;  to  all  oases  afifecdng  ambassa- 
dors, other  pDblio  ministera,  and  consols;  to 
rQ  cases  of  admiraltj-  and  maritime  JnriMio- 
tion ;  to  oontroversies  to  which  the  United 
States  shall  be  a  party ;  to  ooctroreTsiea  be- 
tween two  or  more  Stately  between  a  State  and 
dtizena  of  another  State,  between  ciluens  <A 
^ffiarent  States^  between  dtiiens  of  the  same 
State  ftaiming  lands  nnder  grants  of  different 
States,  and  between  a  State,  or  the  citizens 
fliereo^  and  (i)rdgn  States,  dtizens  or  snb- 
jects."  All  these  words  of  Uie  deed  are  in  full 
Bvoe,  except  so  br  as  It  hat  been  altered  by 
the  single  ammdatwy  article  to  prevent  snite 
^unst  one  of  the  Uidted  States  by  citiienB  of 
another  States  or  by  dtizens  or  enl^eots  of  any 
foreign  State.  The  iiutnunent  then  contdns 
no  qoalification  of  the  Judicial  power  restriot- 
ii^  its  exercise  to  cases  arinng  out  of  laws 
made  in  pnrsnanoe  of  Uie  oonstitation.  The 
reserraCion  is  an  inadvertent  int«rpolation  in 
the  instrament,  and  the  power  granted  extends 
to  laws  of  the  United  States,  whether  conatitn- 
tionaOy  or  luiooaititntjonBlly  enacted.  It  will 
be  seen,  too,  that  the  United  States  mnst  "  be 
a  party  to  oontroverBies "  concerning  a  tariff 
law,  as  well  as  to  those  which  affect  the  riiht 
to  the  pablic  domain,  or  any  other  qaestion 
touching  State  sovereignty ;  and  that,  if  there 
be  no  authority  in  the  mstrnment  by  whiob  the 
Jndidal  power  can  be  extended  to  the  former 
class  of  controversies,  there  is  none  to  extend 
it  to  the  latter  olass,  or  any  case  which  a  siiwle 
State  may  consider  aspresenlJng  an  infraction 
of  her  own  powers.  The  gentleman  from  Een- 
toeky,  (Mr.  BowAit,)  and  other  Senators,  have 
contended  that  a  State  cannot  Borrender  any 
p«Htion  of  her  sovereignty,  and  we  have  been 
•deed  to  produce  an  instance  in  which  sover- 
dgntf  has  submitted  itself  to  any  Jndidal  tri- 
bnnaL  Those  who  formed  the  oonstitntion,  in 
their  recommendatory  letter,  signed  by  Wash- 
ington, on  the  ITtb  of  September,  1787,  inform 
ns  that  "  it  Is  obvionsly  impracticable  in  the 
FMersl  Government  of  these  States  to  soonre 
all  rights  of  independent  sovereignty  to  each, 
and  yet  provide  for  the  interest  and  safety  of 
■iL"  The  gentlemaa  fhim  Tennessee,  in  order 
to  explain  and  oonatroe  tbo  conttitation,  re- 


ferred to  the  brief  ennmeraljon  oontslned  in 
this  letter,  of  the  ipedfio  objects  which  made 
it  necessary  to  establish  this  Oovemment.  I 
refer  to  the  same  anthority  to  overthrow  the 
doctrine  which  regards  all  the  rights  of  inde- 
pendent sovereignty  in  each  of  the  States,  and 
to  prove  that  some  of  those  rights  were,  in  the 
view  of  the  convention,  ceded  to  provide  for 
the  general  welfare.  States  are  not  self-exiat- 
ent ;  they  are  created  by  the  people  for  their 
benefit.  Those  who  have  conferred  State  power 
can  take  it  away  ;  and  for  their  own  good  they 
have  transferred  a  portion  of  this  myeterions 
prindple  of  soverdgnty,  which  tronbles  gen- 
tlemen so  mnoh,  to  another  place.  They  have 
transferred  a  portion  of  the  Jndicial  power  to 
the  Sopreme  Contt,  which  acts  as  an  impartial 
umpire,  and  not  as  an  adversary  party  deciding 
bis  own  canse,  as  is  erroneonaly  suppoeed  by 
some  reasoners  here.  The  gentleman  from 
Tennessee  says  the  Federal  Judiciary  is,  when 
a  question  of  State  rights  is  before  it,  a  portion 
or  part  of  one  of  the  parties,  created  oy  the 
Leriilative  and  Exeoative  branohes  of  the  Qen- 
eral  Government,  responsible  to  that  Govern- 
ment alone,  and  liable  to  the  imposition  of  de- 
Htnictive  barthens  by  that  party.  Even  if  all 
this  were  correct,  it  woold  ne  a  sufficient  an- 
awer  to  it,  when  discussing  this  question,  to 
reply  that  the  Statea  had  agreed  that  the  arbl-  ' 
ter  shonld  be  tfans  created  and  thus  resnonHible, 
having  rigned  the  arbitration  bond  delioerately, 
and  with  a  fiill  knowledge  of  the  consequences. 
But  when  we  look  into  the  inBtniment,  we  find 
that  the  States,  by  tbdr  Representatives  in  the 
Senate,  most  first  consent  to  the  ^pointment 
of  the  arbiter,  or  he  b  not  lawfully  chosen. 
They  can  challenge  for  cause,  and  they  can 
challenge  peremptorily.  By  refusing  to  con- 
sent to  appointments,  they  might  in  time  va- 
cate every  seat  on  tbe  whole  tribunal.  By  the 
L^slative  power  of  their  immediate  Represent- 
atives in  the  Senate,  responsible  to  the  Statea 
as  their  only  masters,  they  can  always  prevent 
the  imposition  of  oppresdve  barthens  on  tbdr 
common  arbiters.  They  slone  can  try  these 
arbiters  on  impeachment  for  misbehaoor,  and 
without  impeachment  those  arbiters  oanitot  be 
removed  from  ofBce.  The  Senator  ftom  Ken- 
tacky  ol^ects  to  the  Feder^  Judidary,  that  a 
nl^nrity  In  Oongress  may  by  law  increase  the 
number  of  Judges,  and  thus  oppress  the  mi- 
nority when  they  please.  It  nas  been  said, 
too,  that  large  Btatee,  with  a  great  representft- 
tion  in  Oongreaa,  such  as  Kew  Tork  and  Penn- 
sylvama,  combining  with  others,  may,  by  thdr 
superior  vote,  so  far  increase  the  nomber  on 
the  bench  as  to  oppress  and  destroy  the  sov- 
ereignty of  the  lesser  States.  If  the  objection 
has  any  weight,  it  is  one  wbiob  oould  be  nude 
to  onr  whole  system  of  republicsn  Oovem- 
menL  We  are  ruled  by  majorities ;  and  if  the 
m^ority  of  this  nation  should  become  radical- 
ly cormpt,  I  admit  that  the  Government  will 
soon  fall.  But  I  have  snfBciont  reliance  on  the 
virtue  and  good  hum  of  the  petite,  whether 


dbyGoogle 


SnuTM.] 

living  in  large  or  smaU  States,  to  believe  that 
no  attempt  will  ever  be  deliberatelj  made  by 
ft  minority  in  either,  to  destroy  the  independ- 
ence and  legitimate  powers  of  the  other.  And 
I  feel  no  apprehenaiona  on  thia  subject,  for  oth- 
er reasons.  Let  as  inquire  into  the  mode  of 
operating.  Snpposing  now,  (to  make  out  the 
gentleman's  case,)  that  the  lar^  States  wick- 
edly conspire  to  min  the  smul  ones.  New 
York,  Eentncky,  Ohio,  PennsylTonio,  Virginia, 
and  North  Carolina,  being  (as  voold  he  so 
probable  1)  noited  for  this  end,  carry  a  biU 
through  the  other  House  to  donble  the  nnmber 
of  Jnages.  SopDose,  too,  that  they  had  by 
their  votes  electoo  a  Prendeot  who  would  sec- 
ond their  views.  When  the  bill  oomes  before 
the  Senate,  if  the  small  States  nnderstand  yonr 
olg'ect,  they,  having  an  equal  representation 
here,  seonred  by  the  only  provision  in  the  oon- 
Btitntioa  which  nambers  can  never  change, 
vote  yon  down  at  once ;  and  your  combination 
(as  other  oomblnationa  may  be)  is  consigned  to 

"  that  same  anoieut  vault, 

■■  When  all  the  kindred  of  the  Capulets  He." 

Bat  sappose  the  Senators  representins  the 
mull  States  here,  not  sospectiDg  misobie^  bat 
relying  on  your  integrity,  soSer  the  bill  to  pass. 
Tonr  President  being  in  the  plot,  as  we  will, 
for  the  sake  of  argnment,  sopposa,  it  becomes 
a  law.  What  then  I  The  bench  ia  not  yet 
filled.  The  modvi  operandi  requires  that  he 
shonld  nominate,  and  we  should  consent,  to  the 
appointment  of  the  men  who  ore  to  adjudge 
away  onr  independence.  We  might  be  slow  to 
anspect  our  old  fHends  of  dishonest  pnniosee, 
bnt  we  can  leam  some  things  if  yon  give  ns 
'Ume.  When  yon  bring  ont  yoor  nominations, 
we  cannot  ful  to  understand  your  plan.  Yon 
ore  eanght  at  once,  jtagrante  delicto,  and  we 
check  yoa  in  the  Senate,  by  rqecting  all  nomi- 
nations which  do  not  please  as.  We  have  two 
ohanoes  to  pat  an  effeotnal  veto  on  year  plot, 
and  onr  veto  is  a  very  different  affair  from 
yoor  Stat«  veto  on  an  act  of  Congress.  How- 
ever thankful,  therefore,  we  may  be  for  the 
kindly  anprebensions  expressed  for  onr  welfare, 
we  say  that  we  are  not  yet  alarmed.  We  cah- 
not  see,  with  the  honorable  gentleman  itaia 
Teuneasee,  that  the  States  have  been  gnilty  of 
either  folly  or  weakness  in  creating  such  a  tci- 
bonal  OB  we  conceive  the  Supreme  Oourt  of  the 
United  States  to  be — nor  ao  we  think  with 
him,  that,  by  the  easiest  operations  imaginable, 
tikis  oreature  ia  so  competent  to  the  destmctlon 
of  its  creators. 

But  whatever  may  have  been  the  opinion  of 
honorable  gentlemen,  the  folly  of  the  people  of 
these  States  in  creating  such  a  triDonal,  or 
however  incompetent  it  may  appear  to  decide 
these  matters,  the  qnestion  still  recurs,  Is  there 
any  other  forum  established  with  co-extensive 
or  with  apellate  powers)  If  so,  what  is  iti 
There  ongnt  not  to  be  a  wrong  without  a  rem- 
edy ;  and  the  interest  and  safety  of  all  require 
Qie  existence  of  some  arbiter  to  decide  contro- 
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versies.  We  are  warned,  however,  that  it,  bj 
the  conslJtaldon,  there  be  not  some  ezpreM 
grant  of  power  for  this  purpose,  the  States  and 
the  people  still  reserve  it  On  the  other  hand, 
if  the  ajant  to  the  Federal  Judiciary  be  ex- 
press, Uie  States  have  not  reserved  it,  and  can 
create  no  other  without  forming  a  new  oonsti- 
tution  or  violating  this.  Sir,  I  listened  with 
deep  interest  to  the  development  of  what  I 
thought  was  announced  as  a  new  diaooverr  on 
this  subject.  I  will  consider  that  adverted  to^ 
and  recommended,  by  the  gentleman  &om  Ten- 
nessee, (Mr.  OnuimT.)  After  conceding  to  the 
Federal  Judiciary  the  powers  of  a  common  um- 
pire, to  decide  on  the  constitutionality  at  all 
Cjongressional  enactments  made  in  pursuance  of 
the  ooDstitutioD,  be  informed  ns  that  there  was 
another  tribunal  to  which  a  State  might  resort, 
when  oppressed  by  what  she  considered  to  be 
a  plain,  palpable,  and  dangerona  violatioD  of 
the  coiwtitution,without  tlm>wing  herself  ont 
of  the  Union.  He  admitted  that  the  L^ida- 
tnre  of  the  State  was  not  this  tribunal.  That 
might  be  misled.  He  beats  the  ground,  then, 
wmch  was  occupied  by  the  gentleman  frmn 
South  Oorolino,  (Mr.  H1.TIIX,)  but  himself  takes 
a  new  position,  not  less  dangerous.  For  he  in- 
formed us  that  a  State  convention  might  be 
called,  and  that  mkht  noUify  the  oppressive 
law ;  after  which,  be  thought  Congress  must 
acquiesce  by  abandoning  the  power,  llie 
amount  of  this  is,  that  one  State  is  to  govern 
all  the  rest,  whenever  she  may  choose  to  de- 
clare, by  convention,  that  a  law  is  nnconatita- 
tioniJ.  The  end  of  this,  we  say,  b  war— civil 
war.  We  admit  that  a  Stete  convention  may 
pronounce  any  law  to  be  unconstitntionaL  as 
the  Legislature  of  Virginia  did  in  '98.  But 
the  mere  declaration  comes  to  nothing,  nnles 
it  con  be  enforced.  You  m^  declare  a  law  nn- 
constitational,  and  so  can  I.  But  what  of 
that!  It  amounts  only  to  this:  we  have  fbD 
freedom  of  speeoh  in  this  country,  may  advo- 
cate what  opinions  we  please,  and  peaceably 
endeavor  to  impress  them  upon  others.  Bnt 
the  gentleman  says  this  doctnne  does  not  lead 
to  war.  If  Congress  will  not  submit  to  the 
State,  he  thinks  were  is  still  a  complete  pt^tl- 
cal  salvo  in  another  tribunal,  and  that  is  a 
convention  of  the  States,  to  be  called  under  the 
provisions  of  the  constitution.  The  Stat^ 
then,  must  exert  herself  nntil  Congress,  two- 
thirds  deeming  it  necessary,  under  the  fifth  arti- 
cle, shall  propose  amendments  to  the  eonatitn' 
tion ;  or,  on  the  application  of  the  Legislatures 
of  two-uiirds  of  tne  several  States,  shall  call  a 
convention  for  proposing  amendments,  whidi, 
when  ratified  by  the  Legislaturea  of  tlirce- 
fourths  of  the  several  States,  or  by  conventions 
in  three-fourths  of  them,  dial]  be  valid  to  all 
intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  the  C4mstitn- 
tion.  Bo  far  this  does  not  contravene  the  doo- 
trine  which  we  advocate,  and  which  the  Sena- 
tor from  New  Hampshire,  if  I  rightly  vada- 
stood  >'im,  after  mnoh  pre&ce,  ana  with  acMne 
"  slips  of  prolixity,"  finally  settled  down  npoo 
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IS  A  put  of  tiie  true  orthodox  creed.  The 
rigbt  to  amend  tiie  oonstitatioa  has  never  been 
dtnied.  This  was  a  part  of  the  political  plat- 
fonn  npoQ  which  mj  boDorable  friend  from 
litsoan  (ICr.  Babton)  invited  yon  to  come 
Bid  stand  with  oa.  If  the  coavenlion  of  the 
Butea  Bboold  aasemble  and  decide  bj  a  nuyor- 
itj  of  tbree-fonrths  agunst  the  State,  the  gen- 
(Itman  firom  Tenneeaee  eaja  the  Stale  moat  nb- 
miL  But  if  tbej  decide  otherwise,  or  do  not 
decide  at  all,  Oongreea  must  submit  to  the 
State.  Without  aaseiiting  to  this  last  oonclii' 
liCKt,  which  appears  to  be  arbitrarily  assumed, 
1  will  only  inquire,  if  this  be  so,  how  is  this 
tribnnal  to  save  as  from  ciril  wart  The  an- 
tw«  is,  only  b;  so  amending  tlie  conatitation, 
is  to  warp  it  to  suit  the  dedarationa  of  the 
State  wHiventdon.  This  is  an  excellent  remedy 
fbr  the  complaint  of  the  Btate,  bat  rather  diffl- 
etdt  t«  proems  K  this  is  the  soTereign  pana- 
cea which  the  honorable  Senator  from  Tennes- 
see has  discovered  for  healinz  the  diseases  of 
the  Bontb,  air,  I  lancy  she  wiU  agree  with  me 
in  oommeDding  her  physician  for  his  ingenuity 
in  finding  ont  the  insredienta  of  the  bolns,  bat 
she  will  still  think  they  are  too  hard  to  be  ob- 
tained to  render  the  prescriptdon  valaable  to 
her.  With  less  experience,  I  would  recom- 
mend to  a  State  groaning  under  the  otieration 
of  a  law  which  ue  deems  mtcoDstitntiunsJ,  to 
^iply  first  to  the  Federal  Judiciary,  where  she 
will  generally  obtain  relief,  if  her  complaint 
be  not  hypochondria  or  imaginary  ill.  If  abe 
lul  tbere,  let  her  pour  her  compl^nts  into  the 
cars  of  her  nstera,  and  use  all  constitutional 
means  to  procure  a  repeal  of  the  obnoxious 
law.  A  bare  majority  of  Congress  will  be  suf- 
ficient to  give  her  relief  in  this  way.  Do  yon 
object  that  Oongress  will  probablv  persevere  in 
their  eonrae,  and  refuse  to  repeal  the  law  they 
biTC  enacted !  It  may  be  so ;  and  if  so,  their 
ccnstitaents,  being  a  majority  of  the  people, 
most  concur  with  them,  that  the  law  is  not 
cmly  couBtitntioual,  but  salutary,  or  they  would, 
bj  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franoliiee,  re- 
more  such  unworthy  agents  of  their  aovereign 
will    If  they  do  ooocnr  with  their  Represent- 


•r  than  the  Federal  Judiciary  declared 
be  unconstitntdonal,  in  my  humble  Judgment 
you  will  hardly  persuade  three-fourths  of  them 
to  assemble  for  the  pnrpose  of  altering  their 
eonstitation,  and  depriving  their  own  agents  of 
the  power  of  acting  on  the  su^ect 

It  cotnes  at  laat^  then,  to  this— that  we  have 
no  other  direct  resonroe,  in  the  oasea  we  have 
be«n  oonaidering,  to  save  us  from  the  horrors 
of  anarchy,  than  the  Supreme  Goort  of  the 
United  States.  That  tribunal  has  decided  a 
hundred  such  cases,  and  many  under  the  most 
menacing  drcumatances.  Several  States  have 
occasionally  made  great  opposition  to  it.  In- 
deed, it  would  seem  that  in  their  turn  most  of 
the  Bisters  of  thia  great  Gunily  have  fretted  for 
a  time,  sometiines  threatening  to  break  Uie 


connection  and  form  others ;  but  in  the  end. 
nearly  all  have  been  restored,  by  the  dignifiea 
and  impartial  condnct  of  our  common  nmpire, 
to  perfect  good  humor.  Should  that  umpire 
ever  lose  its  high  character  for  justice  and  im- 
partiality, we  have  a  corrective  in  the  form  of 
onr  Government ;  bat  if  it  is  to  be  had  only  by 
a  calm  and  t«mperat«  appeal  to  the  judgment 
and  feelings  of  the  whole  American  people,  it 
can  never  be  obtdned  by  such  addresses  and 
resolutions  as  those  of  Colleton  or  Abbeville, 
Reason  receives  not  in  place  of  argument  vio* 
lent  dennociationa  or  furious  appc^  to  party 
and  passion.  Daring  a  period  of  four  or  five 
years  past,  the  complaints  of  the  Bontb  have, 
for  this  reason,  met  with  a  cold  reception  in 
almost  every  other  section  of  the  Uuion.  They 
have  been  loud  and  deep ;  bat  they  have  been 
evidently  regarded  as  the  transient  effusions  of 
party  feeling,  coming,  aa  they  too  oft«n  did, 
coached  in  language  of  bitter  vitnperation, 
with  the  now  stale  and  despicable  charges  tu 
"coalition,  bargain,  and  corruptioo "^that  vile 
and  pntrescent  stuff  which  has  at  length,  aa 
the  Senator  from  Uassachnsctts  truly  stated, 
sloughed  off  and  gone  down  into  the  kennel 
forever.  The  coarse  parsaed  was  exactly  that 
which  was  best  calculated  to  make  the  whole 
alleged  grievances,  if  real,  irremediable.  Those 
who  loved  and  admired  the  character  of  the 
Statesman  of  the  West,  indignant  at  the  calum- 
nies with  which  he,  as  they  saw,  was  so  un- 
justly aaswled,  often  regarded  the  complainte 
whidi  came  with  them  as  more  secondary  cou- 
sidorationa,  brought  in  to  aid  a  personal  attack. 
On  the  other  hand,  many  of  those  who  affected 
to  accredit  tiiese  calumnies  for  political  effect, 
in  ttieir  hearts  never  sincerely  believed  any 
part  of  the  story  of  Sontbern  sufferings,  think- 
ing perhaps  that  they  knew  best  what  weight 
was  to  be  attached  to  the  political  falsehoods 
which  cominonly  accompanied  them.  How- 
ever different  their  objects,  they  were  really  on 
the  same  chase ;  but  to  the  Southern  huntsman 
the  game  taken  has  been  of  no  benefit.  From 
a  recent  demonstration,  we  perceive  that  the 
Southern  complaint  is  now  not  even  deemed 
worthy  of  a  hearing.  Sir,  when  I  witnessed 
the  manly  and  candid  manner  in  which  the 
honorable  Senator  from  South  Carolina  on  my 
right  (Mr.  Siorn)  spoke  of  the  grievances  of 
his  constituents,  when  I  saw  hmi  evidently 
soaring  above  mere  party  feeling,  menacing 
none,  denouncing  none,  and  touching  with  bU 
the  delicacy  which  characterizes  him,  the  sub- 
jects in  difference  between  ns,  the  reflection 
forced  its^  irrewstibly  on  my  mind,  how  dif- 
ferent might  have  been  the  reception  of  these 
complaints,  had  they  always  come  thus  recom- 
mended. South  Carolina,  though  erriUK  iu  a 
controversy  with  her  sisters,  would  by  all  have 
been  believed  to  have  been  honestly  wrong; 
and  if,  under  suoh  circumstancesj  sue  should 
ever  throw  herself  out  of  the  pale  of  the 
Onion  in  consequence  of  snch  a  misconception 
of  tlie  constitution  as  we  have  endeavored  to 


dbyGoogle 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 


SniR.] 


Mr.  FioCi  Ruolvtioti 


-yMificat 


[IIlX!H,lBML 


prerent,  I  would  rather  Bee  1117  own  oonstitn- 
«nU  8tr{p{>«d  of  the  property  acquired  imder 
the  protection  ftimiBhed  by  the  QoTenunent  to 
their  honest  indaatrj,  than  compelled  hj  anj* 
vote  of  mine  here  to  dxiye  the  steel  with  wbioh 
we  ahoold  arm  oar  citizens  into  the  boBoms  of 
that  gallant  people.  And  I  will  now  197,  with- 
oat  meaning  to  express  any  fhrther  opinion  on 
this  delicate  subject,  tbat,  for  mjself,  whenever 
pounds,  ahillia^  and  pence,  alone,  shall  he 


Feidit,  Uaroh  S. 
AboUtion  lif  iTutMi,  Taxet,  iCe. 

The  Senate,  on  motion  of  lb.  BurroH,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  (brther  constderation  of  the  bill, 
introdnoed  by  himself,  for  the  abolition  of  ~~ 
teen  miUions  of  datjes,  &a.,  &a. 

[When  this  subject  was  last  ander  cousiderB- 
tion,  a  qnestion  of  order  was  raised  hj  Hr. 
Foot,  of  Oonnecticnt,  whether,  on  account  of 
ft  section  of  it,  which  proposed  to  raise  the 
dntj  on  certain  articles,  this  bill  was  within 
the  constitutional  power  of  the  Senate  to  origi- 
nate it ;  which  qnestion  the  Vice  Prudent, 
not  choosing  to  exercise  his  prerogatire  of  de- 
ciding, had  submitted  to  the  decision  of  the 
Senate.] 

Ur.  Bsmoir  declined  eajing  any  thing  on 
this  qnestion,  his  only  object  oeing  to  have  a 
decision  one  way  or  the  otiier,  uat  his  bill 
might  be  advanced  so  as  to  take  the  t 
course  of  bills  thna  introdnced. 


Ur.  Wrbstkb  suggested  that  it  oonld  hardly 
be  expected  that,  if  a  qaestion  of  this  impor- 
tance, in  a  constitntionol  view,  was  to  be 
gravely  decided  npon  a  point  of  order,  it  conld 
be  so  withant  some  disoosrion.  This  discas- 
sion,  he  thongbt,  might  well  be  avoided,  at 
present,  by  the  gentleman's  withdrawing  his 
bill,  or  modifying  it  so  as  to  take  out  the  fea- 
ture excepted  to. 

The  YioK  Prhiuxst  sidd  that  the  bill  might 
be  withdrawn  hy  the  gentleman  who  intro- 
dnced it,  with  the  ananimooa  consent  of  the 
Senate,  bat  not  otherwise, 

Mr.  BiNTOH  then  asked  leave  to  withdraw 
tbe  bill. 

No  objection  being  made,  the  bill  was  with- 
drawn by  Mr.  BurroK  ih)m  the  table  of  the 


Tbcbbdat,  March  11. 

Etiniif  Bobtrt  Fulton. 

Tho  bin  to  recompense  the  heirs  of  Robert 

Fnlton,  deceased^  was  read  the  third  time. 

The  qnestion  being  on  the  passage  of  thu 


bill,  which  propoeed  the  grant  of  a  townahip 
of  land  to  the  heirs  of  Robert  Fulton,  a  oon- 
sideration  of  benefits  rendered  by  him  le  the 
country,  the  yeas  and  nays  thereon  wer»  re- 

auired  by  Mr.  Fobstth,  with  the  view  that  tb* 
ecision,  involving  a  qnestion  of  moeh  iiiipm> 
tance  on  constitntional  grounds,  ihonld  be  a 
solemn  one. 

WherenpoQ  arose  a  debate  of  much  intera^ 
and,  in  a  constitntional  view,  of  much  impor- 
tance. The  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  i»' 
bate  were,  Mr.  Fobstts,  Mr.  Livnonex,  Hr. 
Bbows,  Mr.  Basios,  Mr.  Tazxwxll,  Mr.  Sum 
of  Maryland,  Mr.  Jobhstok  of  Iioninana,  Vr. 
Hatkk,  Mr.  Burra  of  South  Gandini,  Mt 
BaNroBD,  and  Mr.  Nobix. 

The  qaestion  being  finally  token  on  ndsiig 
the  bill  to  be  engrowed  for  a  third  readisg,  it 
was  decided  as  foUowg : 


BTth,  FrellnghiiTBen,  Qnmdy,  EMjnt,  HcDdridi, 
Holmes,  IredeU,  Sue,  Ehig,  HoEiotsy,  UcLm, 
Harks,  Naadaln,  Noble,  RagglM,  SeynoBr,  Bam  tt 


lO  the  bill  was  r^ected. 


Fbidai,  Uareh  12. 

LwiteiUt  and  Portland  Cbtwl 

The  bill  to  authorize  a  Babscriptim  at  ttoA 

on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  hi  the  Lodi- 

viUe  and  Portland  Canal  Company,  irif  tiitD 

and,  ofler  considerable  debate,  in  wlid  the 

was   advocated    by   Messrs.   HEmuco, 

Johhston,  and  Rowan,  and  was  oppoaei  by 
Messrs.  Tazewbix  and  Hatite,  it  wai  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a  third  reading  by  tht  f<>^- 
lowing  vote : 

Tub.— Hessn.  Baraatd,  Barton,  Bentoo,  Bond, 
Chambers,  Chue,  Dudley,  Foot,  Gnmdy,  BiBdikb, 
Johnston,  Kane,  Livingskni,  McLean,  Mttb,  Nu- 
dsin.  Bobbins,  Rowan,  Bngriea,  Sejmoor,  SUxe, 
"■nith  of  Md.,  WUlev— 23. 
Nays.— Meanv.  Adams,  BeQ,  Brown,  Dickoxn, 
Ills,  Fonrth,  Frellnghuyien,  Bsyiw,  Eotaan,  In- 
ill,  Knight,  Smith  of  8.  C,  Spngw,  TiKveHi 
Troup,  Tyler,  White,  WoodboTy— IS. 
[The  bill  directed  on  additional  snbicriptioo, 
1  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to  the  stoel 
of  the  company,  for  one  thonaoiid  sban^  X 
one  hondrea  dollars  each,] 
Acljounied  to  Monday. 


MoKDAT,  Haroh  15. 

Mr.  Ibet'i  StKlutum—Nttaifiottit*. 

Mr.  LtmiOBTOii  said:    I  now  appnwi  » 

graver  sntjeot— One  on  the  trm  nadentaDdnig 
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ti  irhich  the  Union,  and  of  course  Uie  hftppi- 
sess  of  our  eonnt^,  depends.  The  question 
presented  ia,  that  of  the  trae  sense  of  that  coa- 
stitatioa  which  it  is  nude  oar  first  dot;  to  pre- 
aerre  in  its  pnritf .  Ita  trae  construction  is  put 
in  doubt ;  not  on  a  question  of  power  between 
ita  several  departmenta,  bnt  on  the  very  basis 
opoa  which  the  whole  rests ;  and  which,  if 
erroDeonslj  decided,  most  topple  down  the  fob- 
He  rused  with  so  much  pam,  filmed  with  bo 
mneh  wisdom,  established  with  so  mnoh  perse- 
Tering  labor,  and  for  more  than  fortj  years  tiie 
shelter  and  protAction  of  onr  liberties — the 
proud  inoniunent  of  the  patriotism  and  talent  of 
those  who  devised  it,  and  whioh,  we  fondl; 
hoped,  wonld  remain  to  after  ages  as  &  model 
for  the  imitation  of  everj  nation  that  wished 
to  be  free.  Is  that,  sir,  to  be  its  destiny  I  The 
answer  to  that  qneation  may  be  inflnenced  by 
this  debate.  How  strong  the  motive,  then,  to 
condnct  it  calmly ;  when  the  mind  is  not  heat- 
ed by  opporatjon,  depressed  by  defeat,  or  elate 
with  fancied  Tictorj,  to  discuss  it  with  a  sin- 
cere denre,  not  to  obtain  a  paltry  triomnh  in 
argmnent,  to  gain  applause  by  tart  reply,  to 
earry  away  the  victory  by  addressing  the  pa»- 
rions,  or  gun  proeelytes  by  specioos  fallacies, 
bnt,  witii  a  mind  open  to  conviction,  serioasly 
to  search  after  trath — earnestly,  when  fonnd, 
to  impress  it  on  others.  What  we  say  on  this 
subject  will  rem^ ;  it  is  not  an  every-day 
qneation ;  it  will  remain  for  good  or  for  evil. 
As  onr  views  are  correct  or  erroneouB;  as  they 
tend  to  promote  the  lasting  welfare,  or  acceler- 
ate the  dissoluldon  of  onr  Union ;  so  will  onr 
opiniims  be  dted  as  those  which  placed  the 
ooDstitotion  on  a  firm  basis,  when  it  was 
shaken  or  deprecated,  if  they  shonld  have 
formed  doctrines  which  ted  to  its  destruction. 

With  tills  temper,  and  these  impresnons  of 
the  importance  of  the  subject,  I  have  ^ven  it 
the  most  profonnd,  the  most  aniious,  and  pain- 
ful ittenbon ;  and  differing,  as  I  have  the  mis- 
fortune to  do,  in  a  greater  or  less  degree,  from 
iH  the  Senators  who  have  preceded  me,  I  feel 
BO  obligation  to  ^ve  my  views  of  the  sabjeoL 
Could  I  have  coincided  in  the  opinions  ^ven 
by  my  friends,  I  should  most  certainly  have 
been  nlent ;  from  a  conviction,  that  neither  my 
anthority  nor  my  eicpoeitions  conld  add  any 
welcht  to  the  arguments  they  have  delivered. 

My  learned  and  honorable  friend,  the  Sena- 
te near  me,  from  Bouth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Hatttb,) 
cornea,  in  the  eloquent  arguments  he  has  made, 
to  the  conclnrion,  that  whenever,  in  the  lan- 
goige  of  the  Virginia  resolutions,  (which  he 
adopts,)  there  is,  in  the  opinion  of  any  one 
^ste,  "a  palpable,  deliberate,  and  dangerous 
riolatjon  oi  the  constitntion  by  a  law  of  Con- 
greM."  snch  State  may,  without  ceasing  to  be  a 
member  of  the  TJnion^  declare  the  law  to  be 
nncoDslitntional,  and  prevent  its  execution 
wittiin  the  State ;  that  this  is  a  constitutional 
ristt,  and  that  ita  exercise  will  produce  a  oon- 
ttitntioiul  remedy,  by  obligiog  Congress  either 
Wrepeal  tbe  iaw,  or  to  obtain  on  explicit  grant 


of  tbe  power  which  is  denied  by  the  State,  by 
Bubmittmg  an  amendment  to  the  several  States, 
and  that,  hy  the  decision  of  the  requisite  num- 
ber, the  State,  as  well  as  the  Union,  would  be 
bound.  It  would  be  doing  injustice,  both  to 
my  friend  and  to  his  argument,  if  I  did  not 
add,  that  this  resort  to  the  nullifying  power,  as 
it  has  been  termed,  ought  to  be  had  only  in  the 
last  resort,  where  the  grievance  was  intoler- 
able, and  all  other  means  of  remonstrance  and 
appeal  to  the  other  States  had  failed. 

In  this  opinion  I  understand  the  honorable 
and  learned  chairman  of  the  Judiciary  Commit- 
tee (Ur.  Bow  ah)  substantially  to  agree,  partic- 
ularly in  the  constitutional  nght  of  preventing 
the  eiecution  of  the  obnoxious  law. 

The  Senator  from  Tennessee,  (Ifr.  QnininT,) 
in  his  speech,  which  was  Hstened  to  with  so 
much  attention  and  pleasure,  very  justly  denies 
the  right  of  declaring  the  nullity  of  a  law,  and 

C 'eventing  its  execution,  to  the  ordinary  Legls- 
ture,  but  erroneonaly,  in  my  opinion,  ^ves 
it  to  a  convention. 

Uy  friend  from  New  Hampshire,  (Ur.  V oon- 
nnnr,)  of  whose  Inminons  argument  I  cannot 
speak  too  highly,  and  to  the  greatest  part  of 
which  I  agree,  does  not  coinoide  in  the  asser- 
tion of  a  constitutional  right  of  preventing  the 
execution  of  a  law  believed  to  be  unoonstitn- 
tional,  bnt  refers  opposition  to  the  noalienable 
right  of  resistance  to  oppression. 

All  these  Senators  consider  the  constitution 
as  a  compact  between  the  States  In  tiieir  sov- 
ereign capacity;  and  one  of  them  (Mr.  Row  am) 
has  contended  that  sovereignty  cannot  he  di- 
vided ;  from  which  it  may  be  inferred  that  no 
iiart  of  the  sovereign  power  has  been  trans- 
erred  to  the  General  Oovemment. 

The  Senator  from  Massachnsetts,  in  his  vei? 
eloquent  and  justly  admired  address  on  this 
subject^  considers  the  Federal  constitution  as 
entirely  popular,  and  not  created  by  compact, 
and,  from  this  position,  very  naturally  shows, 
that  there  can  be  no  constitutional  right  of 
actual  resistance  to  a  law  of  that  Government, 
but  that  intolerable  and  illegal  acta  may  jnatify 
it  on  first  principles. 

However  these  opinions  may  differ,  there  b 
one  consolatory  reflection,  that  none  of  them 
Jnatif]y  a  violent  oppoution  given  to  an  nncon- 
stitutionel  law,  until  on  extreme  case  of  suffer- 
ing has  oooorred.  Still  less  do  any  of  them 
suppose  the  actual  existence  of  snch  a  case. 

But  the  danger  of  eatahliahing  on  the  one 
hand  a  constitutional  veto  in  each  of  the  States, 
upon  any  act  of  the  whole,  to  be  exercised 
lAenever,  In  the  opinion  of  the  Le^slature  of 
such  State,  the  aot  they  complain  of  is  contrary 
to  the  constitution;  and,  on  the  other,  the 
dangers  which  result  to  the  State  Governments 
by  considerii«  that  of  the  Union  as  entirely 
popular,  and  denying  the  existenoe  of  any  com- 
pact ;  seen^  both  of  them,  to  be  so  great  as  to 
Justify,  and  indeed  demand,  an  cxpreaaion  of 
my  dlss^t  team  both. 

The  argomants  on  the  one  side,  to  show  tLat 
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the  coDBtitntlon  to  the  result  of  a  compact  be- 
tv«en  the  Stat«a,  cannot,  I  think,  be  contro- 
verted ;  sod  those  which  go  to  ahow  that  it  is 
fonnded  on  the  consent  of  the  people,  and,  in 
one  sense  of  the  word,  a  popular  Govemnnent, 
are  eqnijlj  incontrovertible.  Both  of  the  po- 
ritioDS,  seemiDgly  so  contradictory,  are  trae, 
and  both  of  them  are  false — trae,  as  respects 
one  feature  in  the  constitnlion ;  enoneoos,  if 
applied  to  the  whole. 

These  States,  dming  the  short  period  of  the 
contest  with  Great  Britain,  which  preceded 
tbe  Declaration  of  Independence,  althoQffh  col- 
onies  in  name,  were,  in  fact,  independent  States^ 
and,  even  at  that  early  period,  their  political 
existence  partook  of  thia  mixed  character. 

Bj  a  popular  or  consolidated  Oovemment,  I 
nnderstaaa  one  that  is  fonnded  on  the  consent, 
express  or  implietL  of  the  people  of  the  whole 
nation ;  and  whioh  operates  in  all  its  depart- 
ments directlj'  npon  the  people. 

Bj  a  federative  Oovemment^  as  contradis- 
tingnished  from  tbe  former,  I  mean  one  com- 
posed of  several  independent  States,  Ixmnd  ti> 
Etlier  for  specific  national  purposes,  and  re^- 
jc  ibr  the  efficiency  of  its  operations  on  its 
at^oQ  npon  the  different  States  in  their  politi- 
cal edacity,  not  individaollj  npon  tbeir  cit- 
izens. 

Li  the  incipient  state  of  onr  political  exist- 
ence, we  find  traces  of  both  of  tbeee  featores. 
When  the  oppressive  aote  of  the  mother  conn- 
try  had  excited  the  spirit  of  resistance,  we  find 
the  colonies  sending  delegstes  to  a  General 
Congress;  and,  withont  any  formal  federative 
contract,  that  Congress  assumed,  by  general 
consent,  and  exercised  powers  which  could 
strictly  be  classed  only  nnder  the  head  of  snch 
as  belong  to  a  consolidated  Government  In 
order  to  efi'ect  a  non-importation  of  goods  from 
Great  Briton,  instead  oi  operating  throngh  the 
agency  of  the  separate  ooioniesj  and  recom- 
menduig  that  tbey  should  nse  their  inflaence  or 
authority  to  efi'ect  the  object,  the  Congress  ad- 
dressed their  TecommendataoQ  to  the  merchants 
of  all  tbe  nnited  colonies  individually.  It  is 
tme  this  was  only  in  the  shape  of  a  recom- 
mendation, not  an  imperative  order ;  hat  this 
makes  no  difference  In  the  argoment :  it  was 
still  an  action  of  tbe  Government,  addressed  to 
individuals  of  the  coloniee,  not  through  the 
medium  of  the  colonial  authority,  as  would 
have  been  the  case  nnder  a  strictly  federative 
compact.  This  was  on  the  19th  of  September, 
17T4.  On  the  27th  of  the  same  montii,  they 
proceeded  more  directly,  and  resolved  that 
there  should  be  no  goods  ImfKirted  after  a  cer- 
twn  day,  and  that  those  so  imported  should  not 
be  used  or  sold ;  and  a  few  days  after,  a  resoln- 
tion  of  non-exportation  was  entered  into ;  the 
negotiation  of  British  bills  was  prohibited,  and 
besides  levying  and  equipping  a  naval  and  laud 
force  on  the  continental  establishment,  they 
erected  a  Post-Office  Bepartment,  emitted 
money,  and  declared  that  persons  refusing  to 
receive  the  billa,  on  conviction,  be  deemed, 
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published,  and  treated  as  enemies  of  the  coun- 
try. All  tbese  aote  were,  in  a  greater  or  Ita 
degree,  direct  operations  of  the  gensnl  tempo- 
rary Govemmeut,  upon  the  ritizeni,  scd,  in 
that  degree,  were  proo&  of  its  character  u  i 
mixture  of  popular  with  a  federatire  Goten- 
ment.  After  all  tbese  acta,  and  many  more  of 
the  same  nature,  came  the  Declaration  of  Inde- 
pendence, in  which  they  jointly  dedars  Uiem- 
selves  independent  States,  but  still,  it  woM 
seem,  as  one  nation.  In  the  preamble  tlej 
assert  the  right,  as  "one  people,"  toUketli* 
station,  not  the  stations,  to  which  the;  in 
entitled.  The  whole  instrument  cotuiJiiiis 
of  illegal  and  oppressive  acts  agumt  thtn 
jointiy. 

After  thia  deciuve  act,  for  more  tlun  tro 
years  the  States,  thus  dedared  frae,  nnvned 
connected  by  no  other  bond  than  their  coDunoa 
love  of  liberty,  and  common  danger,  under  tbe 
same  authority  of  a  general  CongrMs,  irhid 
continued  to  exercise  bH  the  powen  of  *  taiitd 
kind,  which,  if  they  had  been  formally  cm- 
ferred,  would  have  constituted  a  Go'ennxiit 
which  could  not  properly  be  called  either  piK- 
ly  a  federation  of  States,  retaining  sS  liat 
sovereignty,  or  a  consolidated  Govenunent,  to 
which  it  had  been  surrendered. 

The  Confederation  was  at  length  eslocd 
into.  This  was  certunly  a  compact  betrea 
the  States ;  but,  among  a  number  of  <tip^ 
tlona  strictly  federative,  contained  otbenvhiiA 
gave  to  the  Congress  powers  which  titucltcd 
npon  the  State  sovereisnties ;  to  declare  «« 
and  make  peace ;  enter  mlo  treaties  bindmg  on 
the  whole ;  to  establish  conrts  of  admraitj, 
with  power  to  bind  the  citizens  of  the  Sute^ 
individually,  in  coses  coming  under  tint  Jin*' 
diction ;  to  raise  armies,  equip  fleets  Mia 
money,  emit  bills  of  credit,  and  other  luuilir 
powers.  The  defects  of  this  bond  of  nni*n  lis 
well  known ;  among  these  the  most  pnminait 
was  the  want  of  a  power,  adjng  direWl;  « 
the  citizens,  to  raise  a  revenne.  iodependent  of 
the  agency  of  the  States.  And  it  is  s  mist  ta- 
strueUve  fact,  that  tbe  common  danger,  tho# 
at  times  extremely  imminent,  during  liie  too- 
tinuance  of  the  war,  oould  never  produce  nj 
kind  of  attention  to  the  reqnisitioM  of  Coa- 
gress ;  yet  there  waa  no  want  of  patriodsm  <t 
attachment  to  the  cause.  Each  StaU  then  ?* 
sessed,  on  the  subject  of  the  reqnisitioD,  the 
practical  power  of  giving  a  veto  to  the  op** 
tions  they  diaUked.  by  refowng  its  qnoU;  »iw 
the  power  was  abused,  and  will  »l'»r'  ^ 


abused,  whene' 
possessing  it  to 


it  is  the  interest  of  the  St 

- ercise  that  right. 

In  the  Federal  conslitotion  thia  oombmilK" 
of  the  two  characteristics  of  Govetmnent » 
mor«  apparent  It  was  framed  by  ^«'*!*r* 
appointed  by  the  States;  it  was  rstified  V} 
conventions  of  the  people  of  each  StiU,  ««• 
vened  according  to  the  laws  of  tbe  itspeenM 
States.  It  guaranties  the  existeoc*  of  »* 
States,  which  are  necessary  to  its  0"=  ^ 
BtatoB  are  represented  in  one  bnnch  by  beo*- 
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ton,  cbosen  by  tbe  LegiaUtores ;  and  in  the 
other,  bj'  It«preaetitatiTee  taken  froni  the  peo- 
ple but  cbown  bj  a  rule  wbtoh  may  be  made 
tai  varied  by  the  States,  not  by  Oiingrew — tbe 


qnalificatioa  of  electors  beinz  different 
'    -'"--'--     ""ey  may  mate  ameDdm 

In  abort,  Uie  OOTBmment 


ferent  States.    They  n 


:e  amendmenta  U 


had  its  inoeptioD  with  them ;  it  dOT>eiida  on 
their  politicu  eiiat«nc«  for  its  operation ;  and 
ita  duration  cannot  go  beyond  theirs.  The 
Stat«9  existed  before  the  oonstitatioa ;  they 
parted  only  with  nich  powera  as  are  speofied 
m  that  inatnuD«nt ;  they  continue  still  to  exist 
with  alt  tbe  powers  they  have  not  ceded;  ana 
the  present  Government  wonld  never,  itself 
have  gone  into  operation,  hod  not  the  States, 
in  their  political  cspsciliy,  have  eonsented. 
That  consent  is  a  compact  of  each  one  with  the 
whole ;  not,  as  has  been  a^ned,  (in  order  to 
throw  a  kind  of  ridicule  on  this  convincing 
part  of  tbe  argument  of  my  friend  from  Bcntb 
Garolina,]  with  the  Government  which  was 
made  by  moh  compact.  It  is  difficult,  there- 
fore, it  would  appear,  with  all  these  characters 
of  a  federative  nature,  to  deny  to  the  present 
OovMiunent  the  description  of  one  founded  on 
compact,  to  which  each  State  was  a  party ;  and 
a  eonclnsire  proof  if  any  more  were  wanted^ 
wonld  be  in  the  fsot,  that  the  States  adopted 
the  constitntion  at  different  times,  and  many  of 
tbem  on  eonditicna  which  were  afterwards 
complied  with  by  amendments.  If  it  were 
rtrictly  a  popular  Goremment,  in  the  sense 
that  ia  contended  for,  the  moment  a  majority 
at  the  people  of  tbe  United  States  had  con- 
sented, it  wonld  have  bound  the  rest ;  and  yet, 
after  all  the  others,  except  one,  had  adopted 
the  consUtation,  the  Bmelleat  still  held  ont; 
sod  if  Rhode  Island  had  not  consented  to  enter 
into  tbe  confederacy,  she  wonld,  perhaps,  at 
this  time,  have  been  unconnected  with  us. 

But  with  all  these  proo&  (and  I  think  them 
incontrovertible)  that  the  Government  could 
not  have  been  brought  into  bein^  witbont  a 
compact,  yet  I  am  for  from  admitting  that,  be- 
canse  this  entered  so  largely  into  its  origin, 
therefore  there  are  no  characteristics  of  another 
kind,  which  impress  on  it  strongly  the  marks 
of  a  more  intimate  onion  and  amalgamation  of 
the  intere«ts  of  the  dtimu  of  tbe  different 
States  which  gives  to  them  tbe  general  char- 
acter of  eitizeDs  of  tbe  united  nation.  This 
nngle  tact  will  show,  that  the  entire  sov- 
ereignty of  tbe  States,  indiridnally,  has  not 
been  retained :  the  relation  of  citizen  and  sov- 
ereign is  reciprocal.  To  whatever  power  the 
citizen  owes  allegianoe,  that  power  is  his  sov- 
erugn.  There  cannot  be  a  double,  although 
there  may  be  a  subordinate  fealty.  The  Gov- 
ernment, also^  for  the  most  part^  (except  in  tbe 
election  of  Sraators,  Bepresentotives,  uid  Pres- 
ident, and  some  others^)  acts  in  the  exercise  of 
ite  legitimate  powera  directly  noon  individnals, 
and  not  through  the  medium  of  State  authori- 
ties. This  is  an  essential  character  of  a  popu- 
lar G(rrt 
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I  place  Uttie  reliance  oi 
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ment  whicb 


I  arnmiei 
mosUy  depended  on,  to  show  t 
is  t>  popular  Government :  I  mean  the  pream- 
ble, which  begins  with  the  words,  "  We,  the 
people."  It  proves  nothing  more  than  the 
net,  that  tbe  people  of  the  several  States  bad 
bean  consulted,  and  hod  given  their  consent  to 
the  instmment.  To  give  these  words  any  oth- 
er oonstmotion,  would  be  to  make  them  on  as- 
sertion directly  oontrary  to  the  flMt  We 
know,  and  it  never  has  been  imagined  or  as- 
serted, that  the  people  of  the  Umted  Statee^ 
collectively,  as  a  whole  people,  gave  their 
BseMit,  or  were  consulted  in  that  oapotity ;  the 
people  of  each  State  were  oonsolted,  to  know 
whether  that  State  would  fbrm  a  part  of  Uie 
United  States,  under  the  arUi^  of  tbe  oonsti- 
tntion,  and  to  that  tbey  gave  their  assent,  Am- 
ply  as  citizens  of  that  8tat«. 

This  GovemmeDtL  then,  la  neither  snch  a 
federative  one,  fonnded  on  a  compact,  as  leaves 
to  oil  tbe  parties  their  full  sovereignty,  nor 
such  a  consolidated  popular  Government,  as 
deprives  them  of  tbe  whole  of  that  sovereign 
power.  It  is  a  compact,  bv  which  the  people 
of  each  State  have  consented  to  take  from  thdr 
own  Legislatures  some  of  tbe  powers  they  had 
conferred  upon  them,  and  to  transfer  them, 
wilb  other  enomerated  powers,  to  tbe  Govern- 
ment of  tbe  United  States,  created  by  that 
compact  -,  these  powers,  so  conferred,  are  some 
of  those  exercised  by  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  country  in  which  they  reride.  I  do  not 
mean  here,  the  oltimate  sovereign  power  resid- 
ing under  all  Governments,  democratic  or  de»- 
potic,  in  the  people ;  a  sovereignty  which  must 
always  in  theory  exist,  however  its  exercise 
may  by  forei;^  or  domestic  power  be  re- 
pressed ;  but  I  mean  that  power  to  regulate  the 
oSairs  of  a  nation,  which  resides  in  )t«  Qovem- 
ment,  whatever  the  form  of  that  Government 
may  be ;  and  this  may  be,  and  generallr  is,  dis- 
tributed into  several  bands.  As  to  all  these 
attributes  of  sovereignty,  which,  by  the  federal 
compact,  were  transferred  to  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, that  Government  is  soverefgn  and 
supreme ;  the  States  have  abandoned,  and  can 
never  reclum  them.  As  to  all  other  sovereign 
powers,  tbe  States  retwn  tbem. 

But  the  States  have  not  only  given  oertsin 

EDwers  to  the  General  Government,  but  they 
Bve  expressly  given  the  right  of  enforcing 
obedience  to  the  exercise  of  those  powers. 
They  have  declared  that  "  the  constitution  and 
the  laws  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance 
thereof  shall  be  the  sapreme  law  of  the  land, 
any  thing  in  the  constitution  or  laws  of  any 
State  to  uie  contrary  notwithstanding."  And 
they  have  also  expresalj  consented,  that  the 
Judidary  of  the  United  States  shall  have  cog- 
nizance of  all  cases  coining  under  those  laws. 
Here  the  words  of  tbe  compact  provide  for  tbe 
means  by  which  controverues  coming  under  it 
ore  to  be  decided ;  but  this  must  be  token  wilb 
the  nnderstanding  that  they  are  controverriei 
.  arising  not  only  ouder  the  laws  of  the  United 
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Btotee,  (iDclnding  the  constitntion  toA  treatieB,) 
bnt  tbe7  mnst  M  between  partiea  oyer  whom 
the  conatitution  hu  nren  Jnrisdictimi  to  the 
ooorts.  Everj  cue,  ttieo,  of  this  dcsoriptioii, 
nnut  he  sahmitted  to  the  Jndiol&ir  of  the 
United  Btttea ;  and  aa,  in  bH  eases,  the  Oonsti- 
tatiaa  of  the  Dnited  Btatea  is  paramount  in  au- 
diorit;  to  a  law  of  the  United  States,  and  as 
hoth  of  them  are  bo  to  a  law  of  the  State,  the 
Snpreme  Court  of  the  United  Statei  rnnat,  t^ 
seceeri^,  when  a  oootrariety  between  these 
anlboritiea  ia  alleged,  in  any  case  legallr  before 
it,  determine  that  qneslion,  and  its  determina- 
tion mnat  be  final ;  the  parUea  mnst  be  bonnd ; 
the  States  to  which  the;  belong  moat  be 
bonnd ;  for  the;,  in  this  compact,  hare  agreed 
that  their  cltiiena  ahell  be  ao.  Bat  it  is  aakod, 
Snppose  the  law  of  Oongreaa  ia  palpably  con- 
trajy  to  the  conatitution,  and  endangera  the 
liberties  of  the  oonntrj,  must  the  Stat«  sub- 
mit )  If  the  qaeation  be,  whether  the  State 
can  ootutitntionally  remat,  there  ia  bnt  one  an- 
swer. She  haa  hj  the  oonstitntion  consented 
that  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  shall  finally  dewde 
whether  this  be  constitationBl  or  not.  If  the 
qneation  be,  of  the  right  which  all  people  have 
to  resist  minona  oppression,  the  answer  ia  as 
dear ;  and  I  ahonld  be  the  last  man  in  the 
world  to  contraTene  the  existence  of  tiiat  on- 
alienable  right.  Bnt  that  is  not  the  qneetion ; 
it  is  of  a  oonatitntional  right,  wheoerer,  in  the 
<minion  of  the  Lc^atore,  (or  as  some  think, 
of  a  convention  of  the  people  of  any  one 
fitate^)  a  law  of  Oongreaa  is  palpably  nnoonad- 
tntional,  snoh  Stale  has  a  rigntL  nnder  the  oon- 
stitntion, not  only  to  declare  tiie  act  void,  bnt 
to  prevent  its  eiecnUon  within  the  State,  ttntil 
Oongrees  shall  propose  a  dedaratoir  amend- 
ment to  the  States,  and  their  dedaon  shall  be 
obtained ;  and  all  this  without  qnitting  their 
place  in  the  Union,  withont  ifiatiirbing  its 
peace,  it  is  sud ;  bat,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  con- 
tended, for  the  pnrpoee  of  preserving  the  gen- 
eral compact  inviolate,  Kow.  air,  independ- 
ently of  the  argument  drawn  irom  the  ezpreae 
consent  of  the  people  of  the  several  States,  that 
Id  ell  matter*  where  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  have 
.  joriadjctjon  betwe«i  Indivionja,  they  ahotild 
determine,  and  must  determine,  whether  a  lai^ 
be  nnoonstitntjonal ;  indqtendently  of  tida,  ai^ 
supposing  no  ench  powers  gjven  to  tha  conrt, 
can  it  bo  anppoaed  that  so  essNitial  a  fiaatoK  of 
the  Qovemment  as  a  podUre  veto  given  to,  or 
reaerved  by  each  State,  np<«  the  operations  of 
the  wholes  wonld  have  been  left,  not  only  nn- 
provided  for  by  e^>res  words,  bnt  without 
ev«i  an  ambignooB  phrase— a  mngle  donbtf^ 
word,  to  hang  the  argument  apon  t  It  ia  de- 
rived solely  from  the  H^ls  attached  to  the 
Borereignty  of  the  States,  nnimpured  by  its 
sooeerion  to  the  Union,  lndivinU&  aooording 
tn  the  argument  of  my  learned  mend  from 
Kentucky,  and  always  alive  and  active,  (not 
one  of  tiiose  which  he  expressively  saya  will 
keep  oold,)  and  ready  to  go  into  operation 
whutever  it  is  attacked. 
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1  have  called  tt  a  porittve  veto  on  the  attri- 
tions of  the  whtde  Government.  Is  it  not  n 
ineffectt  That  the  ri^t,  wh«i exeretHd  bf 
a  ringle  State,  can  only  prevent  the  eieentin 
of  the  obnozlons  law  in  the  State  alone  wlucb 
olfjects  to  it  does  not  take  from  the  pomr  tbt 
character  1  have  given  to  it,  ia  ^parent  For, 
if  the  General  Qovwnment  were  undtr  an  ob- 
llgatiim  to  derist  from  execvtfaig  the  law  in  tha 
opposing  State,  tJiey  mnit,  of  neeaenty,  itfiiiB 
frmn  pnttiiw  It  in  force  in  the  otkoa:  if  it 
were  a  tax,  because  they  must  be  eqosl ;  if  my 
other  snbjeot  of  le^alation,  impoidng  a  biinlwn 
or  restriction,  they  could  not,  in  JDftice,  rota 
the  others  to  besr  what  one  wsa  relieved  from, 
nor  wonld  the  other  States  submit  t«  n  un- 
equal an  imposition.  The  ar^iument,  then,  mp- 
poses  a  featnra  in  the  conatitntioD  which  mt- 
tunly  is  not  expressed  in  it,  which,  moal  ■Ma^ 
odly,  wonld  have  been  exprceaed,  iiit  had  l«i 
intended:  for  it  totally  altera  its  chancer; 
pute  the  power  of  the  Uidon  at  the  wiU  of  ny 
one  of  its  members ;  and  allom  i^  nIhNt 
risk,  to  throw  off  all  the  bntthena  of  Gonn- 
ment  at  its  plessnre.  BememlWirir,  tbitltn 
speaking  of  a  oonstitational  right,  (fw  tfait  ia 
the  one  claimed ;)  a  right  janSet  the  ewudtn- 
tion,  not  over  it ;  a  power  that  may  be  ttm- 
cised  without  inonrring  any  risk,  or  cnmdl- 
ting  any  offence — withont  forfeiting  a  place  it 
the  Umon,  or  any  right  or  piivBege  onto  it 
The  State  has  only  to  resolve,  by  ils  ordinuy 
L^islatnre,  or,  according  to  otban,  in  a  wo- 
vention  of  its  dtlseua,  that  a  law  ouetcd  I7 
the  General  GoTemisent  la  palpaUy  okohd- 
tntional  and  dangerous,  and  that  it  dull  Man 
to  operate,  and  it  must  cease  to  opente;  IM, 
aa  an  inent«ble  consequence,  it  may  be  m>^ 
ed  by  force ;  aa  another  consequence,  if  wwi 
ensues,  it  is  murder  in  those  wlio  act  ante  lh« 
General  QoTermnait ;  juatifiaUe  hanidde  in 
those  who  resist  Now,  fdr,  wobU  »*»<*< 
aeriooa  oonaeqnencee  have  presented  dwoMns 
to  the  enlightened  men  who  framed  ttiia««- 
Btitution  ?  and,  if  they  did,  would  not  «« 
proviaon  have  been  made  to  prevent  my  w- 
gal  exertion  of  power  by  the  Exeeotiw,  fifP; 
with  Bueh  danger!  If  they  bad  aappoaM uM 
thia  waa  a  right  reserved,  would  they  w*  k»» 
declared  the  correlative  obligatioD  iatbew- 
eral  Govemmtot  to  reapeot  it?  For,  «r,  K  » 
stmerfluoas  to  say  that  every  li^  carriM  *™ 
it  Its  comep<»dait  obligstim,  and  that »» 
cannot  be  two  conflicting  rights.  I(tbea,tH 
States  have  a  ri^t  to  prevent  the  eiecaOMa 
a  law,  the  General  Govemmmt  ii  n*^^  T 
ligation  to  refrain  from  enforcing  it;  J^>^ 
stead  of  declaring  this  obligation  to  re^ 
thia  reaerved  ri^t,  not  the  aBghtestalhaw»»  , 
made  to  it  On  the  contrary,  when  a  lawit  1 
once  passed,  it  la  made  the  dn^  of  W  IW 
dent  to  execute  it  Bnt,  by  tie  wg™>f  VSJ 
law  haa  been  passed  as  0Mistitoti<»al  l^M" 
Honaeaof  Oongrw;  it  haa  been  appro™" 
such  by  tike  President;  and  a  jwfenwi?  ■" 
been^van  by  the  Supreme  Court,  declaring  a 
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pirtietil&r  cose  before  tbem,  it  dull  be  eze- 
nitod.  The  State  sgainst  whoee  citizen  the 
Jadgment  is  g^ven  declares  it  to  be  palpablj 
uid  dongeroiulj  ooatrAry  to  the  constitntioo, 
md  that  it  is  null  and  void,  and  ehall  not  be 
executed  f  Wbat  ia  to  be  done  t  The  right  of 
the  State,  safs  the  geatlenan,  most  be  respect- 
ed ;  bat,  onfortnnatelf  for  the  argument,  the 
constttntion  does  not  saj  so ;  nnibrtanatel?,  it 
BajB  directl]'  the  coatrai?.  The  President  is 
bound  bj  bjs  oath  to  cause  evei?  conatitntional 
law  to  be  executed.  Bot  he  has  approved  this 
law,  therefore  he  believes  it  to  iie  conatitn- 
tionjal ;  but  both  Hooses  have  passed  it,  tliere- 
fore  th«7  believed  it  so ;  bat  the  Jadgea  have 
decreed  that  it  shall  be  executed ;  therefore, 
thej,  too,  have  believed  it  to  be  constitutional. 
Unst  the  President  rield  his  own  conviction, 
fortified  as  it  is  by  these  anthoritiea,  to  the 
opinion  of  a  mqjorit; — perhaps  a  Bmall  minor- 
ity— in  the  Le^islatore  of  a  single  State )  If 
he  mnst,  sgun  I  mj,  show- ma  the  vritten  an- 
thoritjr.  I  cannot  And  iL  I  cannot  conceive 
it.  I  am  not  asking  for  the  expression  of  the 
reaerved  right ;  I  know  that  the;  are  not  enu- 
merated. But  I  ask  for  the  obligation  to  obey 
that  ri^t ;  I  ask  for  the  written  instruction  to 
the  Eiecntive  to  respect  it;  I  ask  for  a  pro- 
Tision,  that  nothing  but  the  grossest  inatten- 
fioD,  or  the  most  consummate  folly,  ooold  have 
ooutted,  if  the  doctrine  contended  for  be  tme. 
This  mi^t  have  been  done  bj  an  article  in 
these  words :  "  Whenever,  in  the  opinion  of 
aoj  one  State,  a  law  passed  by  the  OoBgreas 
diaD  be  deemed  nnoonstitntioDal  and  danger- 
DOS,  such  State  may  prevent  its  execution,  and 
the  President  and  the  conrta  aball  forbear  to 
enforce  the  same ;  but  Confess  shall,  iu  that 
case,  if  they  persevere  in  thinking  the  law  es- 
pedient,  submit  the  question  as  an  amendment 
to  conventions  of  the  States,  in  the  manner 
prescribed  by  the  tunstitation."  Now,  sir,  the 
uumiry  cannot  be  too  often  repeated,  if  such 
bad  been  the  intention  of  those  who  framed 
our  form  of  Oovemment,  or  of  those  who 
adopted  it,  and  considered  and  amended  it, 
would  not  some  expression  of  this  kind  have 
been  inserted  %  and  if  inserted,  would  it  not 
have  been  recommended  or  adopted  f  and,  if 
adopted,  how  loag  would  it  have  continued  " 
operation  1  how  many  votes  would  have  be 
jnterpoaed  I  how  many  conventions  wonld 
have  been  assembled !  Kot  an  embargo,  not  a 
restrictioiL  not  a  declaration  of  war,  not  a 
measore  for  defence,  not  a  tax  or  an  impost, 
but  would  produce  a  stoppage  in  the  wheels  of 
the  political  machine ;  the  most  pressing  oper- 
a&ons  of  GoTemment  mnst  be  tunwnded  until 
the  amendments  are  proposed  by  Congreea,  on- 
til  conventions  are  called  in  all  the  States,  and 
they  have  made  their  decisions.  It  is  onfortn- 
nately  no  answer  to  say  that  this  power  wonld 
not  be  abused ;  that  the  argmnent  supposes  it 
to  accrae  oniy  in  palpable  cases.  Let  uie  con- 
stitntional  right  ne  acknowledged,  let  it  be 


known  that  it  may  be  exercised  without  risk, 
and  local  interest  will  always  be  strong  enoogh 
to  suggest  constitutional    samples;    nor  'irill 

Tnon  interest,  the  Incalonlable  interest  of 

Union,  be  a  soffioient  argument.  When 
was  the  interest  of  union  more  apparent  than 
during  the  latter  years  of  the  rerolutionaij 
war,  and  those  which  immediately  succeeded 
the  peace  t  Yet,  when  was  the  apathy  of  the 
States  more  apparent  to  the  considerations  of 
common  good)  When  were  local  interests 
more  consulted  I  When  was  it  more  difBonIt 
to  proonre  the  slender  contributions  which  eaoh 
State  was  bound  to  Aimiah  to  the  oommon 
fond  ?  It  is  a  most  important  truth,  that  the 
exiatenoe  of  the  General  Government  nmat  de- 
.  on  that  feature  which  permtta  the  exer- 
of  all  its  Intimate  powers  direcUy  upon 
the  people,  without  the  intervention  of  the 
States.  Hake  that  interventiOD  neoeasary  for 
the  execution  of  those  legitimat«  powers,  or 
permit  it  to  arrest  them  in  cases  which  the 
States  ma^  deem  illegal,  and  your  Government 
ia  gone ;  it  ohanges  its  character ;  it  becomes, 
whatever  other  features  yon  give  to  it,  essen- 
tially an  inefficient  confederation,  witbont  onion 
at  home,  without  oonrideration  abroad,  and 
moat  soon  fall  a  prey  to  domeatio  wva,  in 
which  fordgn  aUiuioee  will  necessarily  inter- 
vene to  complete  its  min.  No,  nr ;  adopt  this 
as  a  part  of  our  oonstitntion,  and  we  need  no 
prophet  to  predict  its  fall.  The  oldest  of  ua 
may  lire  long  enough  to  weep  over  ita  ruins ; 
to  deplore  the  failure  of  the  fairest  experiment 
that  was  ever  made,  of  securing  public  proa- 
j>erity  and  private  happiness,  baaed  on  equal 
rights  and  fair  representation ;  to  die  with  the 
expiring  liberties  of  our  oountry,  and  transmit 
to  our  children.  Instead  of  the  fiur  inheritance 
of  freedom  received  from  our  fathers,  a  legacy 
of  warj  slavery,  and  contention. 

But  it  is  asked,  will  you  deny  to  the  States 
every  portion  of  their  former  soverrignQrl 
Will  you  call  thia,  with  the  Senator  from  Uaa- 
aaobusetta,  a  strictly  ptninlar  Govemmentt 
Will  yon  deny  them  all  Hght  of  intervention, 
and  reduce  them  to  the  condition  of  mere  oat- 
porationst  Bo  yon  renounce  the  doctrines  for 
which  yon  contended  in  1788,  and  consider  the 
Snpreme  Oourt  as  the  umpire  provided  in  all 
cases  to  determine  on  the  extent  of  State 
rights  t  Qod  forbid  that  I  ahonld  hold  auoh 
doctrines.  If  my  friends  had  stopped  at  th« 
declaration  that  they  adopted  the  resolntiona  of 
the  Virginia  Legislature,  I  should  not,  perhara, 
have  thongbt  the  difference  between  na  of  sidB- 
cient  consequence  to  have  troubled  the  Senate 
with  my  opinions.  For  the  most  part,  I  coin- 
cide in  the  sentiments  of  those  reeolntions ;  bnt 
my  irienda  carried  them  ont  into  their  praotioal 
consequences  farther  than,  I  think,  they  war- 
rant ;  farther,  certainly,  than  I  am  willing  to 
follow  them. 

As  I  nnderatand  them,  they  assert  the  rig^t 
of  a  State,  in  the  case  of  a  Jaw  palpably  nit- 
constitntioool  and  dangerona,  to  i '""- 
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agaluat  it,  to  coll  on  the  other  States  to  co- 
operate in  prooDring  its  repeal,  and,  in  doing 
tbis,  they  must,  of  □eoeeritj,  call  it  nDoonatita- 
tional,  and,  iT  so,  in  their  opinion,  noil  and 
void.    Thns  far  I  agree  oDtirel]'  with  the  lan- 

fage  and  subatanoe  of  the  resolntions.  This, 
enppoae,  ia  meant  bj  the  eiprdssion,  Inter- 
pose for  arreating  the  progress  of  the  eviL  I 
see  in  those  reaolations  no  assertion  of  the 
right  contended  for,  oa  a  constitutional  and 
peaceable  exercise  of  a  veto,  foUowed  out  by 
the  doctrine  that  it  is  to  continue  until,  on  the 
application  of  Oongress  for  an  amendment,  the 
States  oro  to  decide.  If  these  are  the  true  de- 
daotions  from  the  Virginia  reaolutiona,  I  oon- 
not  agree  to  them,  much  as  I  revere  the  an- 
Qiorit;  of  the  great  statesman  whoae  produc- 
tion thej  are.  I  cannot  assent  to  them ;  and 
it  is  becaose  I  revere  him,  and  admire  his  tal- 
ents, that  1  cannot  believe  he  intended  to  go 
this  length.  I  cannot  believe  it,  also,  for  an- 
other reason.  He  thought,  and  he  conclnrively 
proved,  the  alien  and  BMition  laws  to  be' delib- 
erate, unconstitutional,  and  dangerous  acta ;  be 
deolued  Uiem  so  in  his  resolutions.  Yet,  sir, 
he  never  proposed  that  their  execution  ahonld 
be  resisted ;  he  never  uttered  or  wrote  a  word 
that  looked  like  this  doctrine,  now  oont«nded 
for,  of  a  oonstitutioDal  right  to  arrest  the  eze- 
oation  of  the  law  until  omendmenla  oonld  be 
proposed.  The  right  he  asserted,  when  he 
alludes  to  reustance,  was  one  that  all  acknowl- 
edged, that  of  opposition  to  intolerable  and  un- 
oonstitntioDal  oppreaaion.  Hr,  JeffersMi,  in 
the  Kentuokj  resolutions,  has  used  a  word  of 
equivocal  anthoritj',  as  well  as  signification: 
he  asserta  the  right  of  a  State  to  "  nnllify  "  an 
unconstitutional  act.  If  he  means  bj  this  any 
thtoff  mora  than  is  contained  in  the  Tirginia 
rescmitions^  he  must  apply  it  to  the  extreme 
case  of  renstanoe,  on  the  ri^t  of  which  there 
oan  be  no  oontrariety  of  opinion :  for  Hr.  Jef- 
fsraon  doea  not,  if  I  read  him  aright,  avow, 
any  more  than  Mr.  Modiaon  does,  the  right  now 
contended  for^  of  a  State  veto,  with  its  conse- 
qoenoes.  Thia,  it  appears  to  me,  is  a  more 
modem  invention,  and,  as  I  think  I  have 
proved,  utterly  incompatible  with  the  nature 
of  our  Qovenunent  Was  it  ever  conceived, 
before  the  preorat  day,  to  form  a  part  of  it} 
If  it  wo^  why  is  it  not  alluded  to  In  any  of  the 
debates  (^  the  Federal  convention  which  ftvmed^ 
or  the  State  oooventiona  whioh  adopted  It? 
Sorely  it  is  of  snffident  importance  to  have  at- 
tracted attention,  either  as  an  advantage  or  an 
objection;  yet  not  a  word  la  atii  about  it. 
Nay,  more ;  if  we  refer  to  that  luminous  expo- 
rition  of  the  whole  character  of  the  General 
Government,  and  of  its  expected  operation, 
"The  Federalist,"  not  a  word  oan  be  fbnnd 
that  favors  this  idea  of  a  veto,  now  for  the  first 
time  set  op  as  a  part  of  our  oonstitntion.  The 
constitution,  its  advocates,  ita  oppoaers,  the 
neat  contemporary  exposition  of  its  character, 
Uie  practioe  under  it  for  fbrty  years,  all  silent 
on  ao  important,  so  f^mdamental  a  doctrine  I 
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Is  not  thia  a  fUr,  I  might  say  a  oondurive  sign- 
ment  that  it  does  not  exist ;  that  it  is  what  I 
have  indicated  it  to  be,  a  modem  bvention  t 
But  this  is  not  all :  the  case  of  a  ocmffict  of  an- 
thority  between  the  General  and  State  author- 
ities, under  the  new  Government,  was  one  that 
ooold  not  eaoape  the  foresight  of  the  authors  of 
"The  FederaUst"  A  series  of  ch^teri  on 
this,  and  snhjeots  oonneot«d  with  It,  are  found 
in  that  oollection,  written  by  Mr.  Madkoo. 
Here  would  have  been  the  plact  certjunly,  to 
have  developed  the  character  and  operation  of 
this  legsl  veto,  if,  in  his  opinion,  it  had  existed. 
He  ooold  not  have  been  dlent  on  the  fubiect. 
It  is  Impossible  that  he  oonld  then  have  odd 
the  doctrines  which  ore  erroneously,  in  my 
opinion,  said  to  be  those  of  his  Tirginia  res>^- 
tions.  In  the  44th  nomber,  in  argning  the  ne- 
oeasity  of  the  article  which  makea  the  laws  of 
the  United  States,  made  in  pursuance  ot  the 
constltntion,  paramonnt  to  the  State  oonstita- 
tions,  he  says.  If  the  State  sovereign^  bad 
been  left  complete  in  this  particular,  among 
other  absurd  and  dangeroua  oonacqneneea^  "  The 
world  wonld  have  seen,  for  the  first  time,  a 
BjHtem  of  Government  fonnded  on  on  invaraon 
of  the  fundamental  principlea  of  all  Qovern- 
ment ;  It  wonld  have  seen  the  aathority  of  the 
whole  society  everywhere  subordinate  to  tlie 
anthority  of  the  parte:  it  wonld  have  aeon  a 
monster  in  which  the  head  was  nader  the 
direction  of  the  members,"  And,  as  more  im- 
mediately applicable  to  the  present  snlnect,  in 
the  46th  nmnber,  he  gives  ezpresaly  irtiot  be 
snpposes  the  only  remedy  fitr  an  "  miwamnt- 
able,"  by  which  he  muat  mean  nnoonatitational 
measure.  "  On  the  other  hand,  (be  say&) 
should  an  unwarrantable  meaaore  of  tbe  Fed- 
eral Govenunent  be  nnpopnlar  in  partaenlar 
Stetu,  which  wonld  seldom  tsQ  to  be  the  com, 
or  even  a  warranteble  measore  be  bo,  which 
may  sometimes  Iw  the  case,  the  jneana  otomo- 
eitirm  to  it  are  powerflil  and  at  hand."  Now, 
^,  If  the  new  doctrine  were  the  true  ono,  if 
the  veto  were  a  oonstitotional  i 


Why  look  for  any  other  I  Tet  thia  Mawtitu- 
tionol  r^ht,  so  cleariy  dedndble  from  the  vwy 
terms  of  onr  national  compact,  never  oecnrred 
to  the  very  man  whose  doctrines,  in  17VB,  are 
Bud  erroneously,  I  wain  repeat,  to  «m^«ee  iL 
What  are  the  remedies  wmoh  he  there  pointa 
ontt  "The  disqniatode  of  the  peojde,  thdr 
repugnance,  and,  perh^ie,  refiwal  to  co-operate 
with  tbe  offloera  of  the  Union,  the  &x)wns  ot 
the  Sieentive  magistroor  of  the  Stete,  the  em- 
barrassmenta  created  by  legidative  devices, 
which  wonld  often  be  added  on  nch  ooeaaiooa, 
wonld  oppose,  in  any  State,  difficulties  not  to 
be  deapisod ;  would  form,  in  a  large  State,  vat^ 
serioQs  impediments ;  and  where  tbe  eenti- 
meots  of  several  a4JoIning  States  h^>p0Ded  M 
be  in  oniaon,  wonld  present  obotmctions  whidi 
the  Federal  Government  wonld  be  hardly  will- 
ing to  eneoonler."    These  were  the  aantime&ta 
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of  Hr.  UadisoD,  in  1787 ;  and  aaoh,  I  think,  ii 
the  true  constraedon  of  his  language  In  1798. 
For  he  goes  on,  in  the  same  paper,  to  follov  np 
the  eonaeqnences  of  a  perseveranoe  of  the  Fed- 
eral GoTenunent  in  nnconstitntional  measores, 
iato  the  onlj  result  that  all  agree  miut,  in  ex- 
treme cases,  h^pen — a  resistance  by  force ; 
and  that  he  maj  not  be  misnnderstood,  makes 
it  uulogons  to  the  case  of  the  colonial  resist- 
anoe  to  Qreat  Biittdn. 

Althon^,  in  mj  opinion,  in  every  oaM  which 
can  Uwmlly  be  brought  within  the  Jnrisdiotion 
of  the  Sapreme  Court,  that  tribnnal  mnst  judge 
of  the  consdtntionalitf  of  laws  on  which  the 
qoeotion  before  them  depends,  and  its  decrees 
most  be  final,  whether  they  affect  State  rights 
or  not ;  and,  aa  a  necessary  ooneeqnence,  that 
DO  St^e  has  any  right  to  impede  or  prerent 
the  execution  of  ancb  sentence ;  yet  I  am  far 
from  thinking  that  this  conrt  is  created  an  nm- 
pire  to  Judge  t>etween  the  General  and  Btate 
GoTenunent*.  I  do  not  see  it  recorded  In  the 
instmment,  bnt  I  see  it  recorded  that  every 
right  not  given  is  retained.  In  an  extreme  case 
that  haa  been  pnt,  of  the  UnitAd  Btates  dedar- 
ifig  that  K  particiiW  State  should  hare  bnt  one 
Buiator,  or  shonld  be  deprived  of  its  repre- 
lentatioa,  I  see  nothing  to  oblige  the  State  to 
rabmit  this  CAse  to  the  Snpreme  Conrt ;  on  the 
contrary,  I  see,  by  the  enomeration  of  the  cases 
and  persons  which  may  be  bronght  within  their 
jurisdiction,  that  this  is  not  included ;  in  Uiis 
the  injored  State  wonld  have  a  right  at  once  to, 
declare  that  It  wonld  no  longer  be  bomtd  by 
a  compact  which  had  been  thna  groaaly  vie- 


a  of  the  discontent  that  previ 
important  section  of  the  Union ;  its  language  is 
too  lond,  too  decidve,  too  menacing,  not  to 
have  been  heard,  and  heard  with  the  deepest 
coDcem.  It  has  already  been  more  than  once 
allnded  t«,  in  thia  debate,  b  terms  of  severest 
oensore.  I  shall  not  assume  that  tone,  althongh 
I  cannot  but  deprecate  the  light  manner  in 
which  the  greatest  evil  that  can  oeEsll  us  is  spo- 
ken o^  aa  if  it  were  on  every-day  occarrenoe, 
Ar^imnents  for  and  against  the  dissolution  of  the 
TTnion  are  canvaased  m  the  pnbUc  papers ;  form 
the  topic  of  dinner  speeches ;  are  condensed 
into  toasts ;  and  Seated,  in  every  reapect,  as  if 
it  were  "  a  knot  of  policy  that  might  bo  un- 
loosed familiar  as  a  garter."  Bir,  it  is  a  Gor- 
dion  knot,  that  con  be  severed  only  by  the 
sword,  liie  band  cannot  be  nnloosed  until  it 
b  wet  with  the  blood  of  brothers.  I  cannot, 
therefore,  eonscientioosly  be  sOent;  and,  bsm- 
bly  as  I  think  of  my  mflnenoe  or  powers  of 
permasion,  I  should  feel  myself  guilty  if  they 
were  not  exerted  in  admonition  to  both  parties 
in  thifl  eventfol  controversy.  The  tariff  is  the 
prominent  grievance  that  excites  the  discon- 
tents in  some  of  the  Southern  States^  and  par- 
ticularly in  South  Oarolina.  It  is  denonnced 
as  nnconstitntional,  injurious  to  the  whole 
•-      -' — a  to  the  Sonth,  and  benefloisl 
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only  to  a  particnlar  Interest  In  the  North  and 
East  Uy  sentiments  on  this  subject  may  be 
expressed  in  a  very  few  words.  A  decided 
convert  to  the  free  trade  system,  I  think  it  may 
be  departed  from  in  the  few  cases  in  which  re- 
strictions may  be  used,  with  a  hope  of  pro- 
ducing a  relaxation  of  similar  restrictions  by  a 
foreign  power.  I  therefore  believe  the  present 
tariff  nnwise,  unequal,  and  oppressive  in  its  op- 
erations, but  I  cannot  think  it  nnconBtitntJonal. 
And  I  consider  one  of  Its  worst  conseqneocea 
to  be,  that,  when  it  has  been  long  persisted  in, 
and  considered  as  the  settled  poUcy  of  the  na- 
tion, so  much  of  the  capital  and  population  of 
the  oonntry  may  be  employed  in  the  manufao- 
tnres  protected  by  it,  as  to  make  it  a  matter  of 
serious  calcnlation  whether  a  sudden  and  total 
abandonment  of  the  policy  may  not  produce 
greater  evil  to  the  whole  nation  than  Uie  hen- 
eflt  to  be  expected  fTom  throwing  open  the 
trade.  With  these  opinions,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Boathem  discontents,  I  enter  largely  into 
their  feelings,  and  Join  them  in  lamenting  a 
policy  which  operates  so  distressin^y  on  their 
prosperity. 


Tdudat,  Haroh  28. 
ifounttd  Infontrv  .fitll. 
l£r.  Bkntoit  moved  that  all  the  bills  preoedr 
ing  bill  No.  119  should  be  postponed,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  np  and  considering  that  bill. 
The  Senate  agreed  to  the  motion,  and  that  bill 
was  then  token  np,  and  read  by  the  Secretary. 
It  consisted  of  a  ^ngle  section,  and  proposed  to 
vest  the  President  with  anthority  to  mount  and 
equip  ten  companies  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  to  be  employed  as  the  public  service 
might  require,  and  appropriated  the  sum  (^ 

dolhuD  for  the  purehase  and  equipment  of 

the  horses.    After  it  was  read,  Mr.  B.  proposed 
to  add  a  second  section,  to  qipropriate  the  smn  of 

dollars  for  purchasing  forage  for  the  horses 

for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year ;  stating 
that  his  object  was  to  keep  the  appropriations 
for  the  different  branches  of  the  service  distinct 
and  separate.  The  motion  to  add  tbe  second 
section  was  agreed  to :  and,  after  stating  that 
be  ahonld  move,  at  the  proper  time,  to  fill  the 
blank  in  the  first  section  with  thirty-three 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollus,  and 
that  in  the  second  one  with  eighteen  thousand 
seven  hmidred  and  fifty,  he  (Mr.  B.)  entered 
into  a  particular  examination  of  the  nature  of 
the  btQ,  and  advocated  its  policy  and  utility. 
He  first*  remarked  upon  the  terms,  or  phrase- 
olc^  "Jf  the  bill,  which  were  to  authorize— not 
to  require — the  President  to  cause  the  ten  com- 
panies to  be  mounted ;  and  which  gave  him  a 
discretion  over  tbe  number  of  companies  to  be 
[ited,  not  exceeding  the  limitation  express- 
1  the  bilL  Such  a  discretion  was  property 
vested  in  the  President,  who,  being  charged 
with  the  defence  of  the  countiy,  and  respond- 
ble  fbr  the  lofety  of  tbe  frontiers,  ahonld  hare 
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gome  AQthority  to  nae  the  spedes  of  force  which 
the  occasion  required;  and  thftt  the  present 
President  preferred  monnted  men  for  the  kind 
of  Bervioe— defence  agunat  Indians — which  this 
bill  contemplated,  was  a  &ct  as  well  known  b; 
the  eveatB  of  his  militBry  career  as  by  the  oom- 
mnnication  of  his  sentiments  on  the  partLcalaT 
tabjeot  of  this  bill.  The  Miasonri  Legislature, 
the  officers  of  the  armj  on  the  Wostem  fron- 
tier, and  all  the  dtizens  of  the  West,  interested 
in  the  qnestlon ;  the  President,  the  Secretary 
at  War,  and  the  Qoartermaster  General,  Jesup, 
have  nnited  their  voices  in  favor  of  the  species 
of  force  which  this  bill  contemplates ;  and  the 
granting  of  it  may  justly  be  considered  as  one 
of  the  highest  oly'ects  of  Western  hope  and  de- 
sire. One  object  of  the  measnre  is,  to  pye  de- 
fence and  protection  to  the  trading  caravans 
between  Kisaonri  and  Ueiico — caravans  which 
annnaUy  bring  home  large  enms  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  now  experience  continued  losses,  in 
lives  and  property,  for  want  of  the  species  of 
protection  which  this  bill  proposes  to  ^ve. 
Another  object,  and  a  more  extensive  one,  is  to 
provide  an  adequate  and  appropriate  defence 
for  the  Western  frontier,  ana  that  in  its  whole 
extent,  flrom  the  Sabine  te  the  Falls  of  fit.  An- 
thony, and  thence  to  Green  Bay,  at  the  upper 
end  of  Lake  Miahigan.  This  line  of  defence  is 
largely  upwards  of  a  thonsand  miles  in  length, 
covering  the  frontiers  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas, 
Ifissonn,  Illinois,  and  the  new  territory  upon 
the  upper  Mississippi,  To  those  two  oWects  a 
third  one,  also  of  great  importance — tLe  se- 
curity of  the  fnr  trade,  now  a  dangerous  pur- 
suit  to  our  own  citizens  on  our  own  soil — must 
be  added.  For  sU  those  oliijects — for  the  just 
and  necessary  defence  of  the  frontiers,  the  fur- 
trade,  and  the  Mexican  trade — a  mounted  force 
b  indispensable.  The  Indians  who  infest  the 
frontiera,  and  attack  the  caravans  and  traders, 
ore  all  monnted  on  fleet  and  durable  horsee, 
which  live  on  g''^  and  are  trained  to  war 
and  hunting.  They  come,  and  go,  like  Arabs 
— the  attack  and  the  flight  being  instantaneous. 
Our  soldiers  are  ail  on  foot,  and  can  oppose  no 
appropriate  movements  to  these  sudden  and 
flying  assaults.  They  may  repulse  an  attack, 
but  Uiey  cannot  pursue,  cannot  chastise,  cannot 
reconnoitre ;  cannot  venture  to  quit  the  column 
when  marching,  the  camp,  or  the  garrison, 
when  stationaryj  without  danger  of  being  cut 
off,  and  that  in  aight  of  their  companions,  who, 
for  want  of  horses,  are  unable  to  get  to  their 
reliet  The  reports  of  all  the  ofBoers  from  the 
West,  and  of  all  the  caravans,  attest  the  truth 
of  this  distressing  fact.  The  country  where 
these  troops  are  to  act  is  open  and  champaign. 
It  is  a  connection  of  iotenniuable  prairies,  des- 
titute of  lar^  forests,  and  covered  with  grass ; 
it  is  the  native  theatre  for  horsemen,  the  prai- 
ries giving  them  a  clear  stage  for  action,  and 
the  grass  fnmisbing  subsistence  for  horses,  and 
attracting  and  supporting  game  for  the  subsist- 
ence of  men.  This  is  the  character  of  the 
oonutry  upon  the  whole  frontier  beyond  the 
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Misus^ppi,  and  indefinitely  to  the  West.  Every- 
where— at  every  point — from  the  Sabine  round 
to  the  Wisconsin,  the  open  prurie  oonntry  ap- 
proaches the  frontier,  and  lays  open  the  settie- 
raenta  to  the  danger  of  inroads  trom  mounted  bar- 
barians. Menonfoot,  pnrsuingamarch  onsuch 
boundless  plains,  seem  to  staud  still ;  Indiana, 
monnted  on  horseback,  gallop  ronnd  them  with 
impunity.  They  approach  the  garrison ;  kill 
and  scalp  men  in  its  view,  and  gtdlop  off  in  tri- 
umph. A  mounted  force,  on  our  put,  is  Indis- 
pensable. It  is  the  appropriate  defence  of  the 
Western  frontier.  The  ten  companies  provided 
for  in  the  bill  will  give  ns  that  defence.  They 
will  make  a  corps  of  regular  rangers,  or  land 
fenciblea ;  such  as  all  Governments  have  ased, 
and  such  as  we  need  more  than  any  Govern- 
ment ever  did.  Every  post,  and  every  gar- 
rison, from  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  to  the  lakee— 
from  Louisiana  to  Canada — should  have  its  pro- 
portion of  this  monnted  corps.  When  neoes- 
sary,  the  companies  at  different  posts  may  be 
united,  and  form  an  expedition,  either  to  meet 
and  repulse  expected  incursions  of  the  TmH^nn^ 
or  to  pursue  and  chastise  maranden,  or  to  viat 
hostile  towns.  The  service  to  which  the  oorpe 
can  be  applied  is  general  and  indefinite ;  it  o 


Southern  or  Northern  frontier  may  receive  its 
Md  when  necessary.  The  horses  may  form  the 
basis  for  cavalry,  of  which  the  army  is  now 
-destitute ;  the  men  may  be  learnt  the  use  of 
the  Eword  and  pistol,  of  which  our  magazines 
now  cont^n  a  useless  supply.  Some  oompaniei 
of  flying  artillery  may  be  trained.  It  will  ele- 
vate the  character  of  the  service,  indnce  bettw 
men  to  enlist,  and  diminish  desertions  by  nviog 
active  and  attractive  employment.  The  Presi- 
dent may  mount  the  whole  ooips  at  once^  or 
less ;  he  has  a  discretion ;  be  may  monnt  a 
part  DOW,  and  the  remainder  as  ne<«8Nty  may 
aeem  to  require.  He  may  do  as  he  tbinka  best ; 
bntj  in  my  opinion,  the  whole  ten  companies 
will  be  littie  enough  to  goard  the  ezt^kded 
frontier  of  the  West,  and  to  perform  the  varied 
of  service  for  which  they  are  intended.  Evcrr 
year  American  blood  b  spilt  npon  American 
soil.  Every  year  American  citizens  are  killed 
and  robbed,  pursuing  a  lawM  commeroe,  ispoa 
the  soil  of  their  conutry.  The  road  to  Mexico 
is  stained  with  their  blood ;  savage  Indians  arv 
loaded  with  their  spoils ;  families  are  redooed 
to  want.  In  the  region  of  the  fur  trade,  where 
the  Indians  are  excited  by  the  British,  the  de- 
struction of  lives  and  property  is  horrible. 
The  report  of  Gen.  Clark  and  Gov.  Com,  made 
at  the  last  session  of  Oougreaa,  estimates  the 
loss  of  lives,  in  this  trade,  at  upwards  of  four 
hundred;  the  loss  of  property  at  about  fiv* 
hundred  thousand  doll^^  The  destmctioo  (tf 
lives  and  property  is  still  going  on,  and  w31  go 
on,  until  ute  troops  of  the  federal  GoTemmmt 
shall  make  an  appearanoe  beyond  the  Uiasis- 
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ble  them  to  make  that  appeoruioe.  General 
Ashlej,  with  his  moDDt«d  men,  travenea  the 
GtuttiiieDt  in  safetj ;  goes  to  the  BnenaTeutars, 
and  Unllnomah,  and  retnnis  in  eafetj.  For 
want  of  lioraee  oar  loldlen  are  pursaed,  but- 
ronnded,  insulted,  harassed,  and  assassinated. 
Read  the  report  of  Vf^'^''  Bi^eji  and  see  what 
his  detachment  soffered  for  want  of  horses. 
The  monnted  force  is  indispensable ;  it  is  the 
appropriate,  and  the  onlj  appropriate,  defence 
for  the  West ;  it  is  the  true  and  adequate,  and 
the  only  tme  and  adequate,  protection  for  the 
for  trade,  the  Mexican  trade,  and  the  whole 
line  of  the  Western  frontier.  It  is  the  secnrity, 
and  the  only  seonrit;,  for  the  tranqoiliitj  of  the 
frontiers,  the  preservation  of  lives^and  the  pro- 
tection 1^  two  great  branches  of  Western  com- 
merce. This  being  shown ;  the  great  fact  of 
the  necessity  of  this  species  of  force  beins  es- 
tablished ;  I  feel  confident  that  the  coosidera- 
ticm  of  the  expense  that  maj  attend  it,  which  is 
the  next  point  to  be  examined,  will  present  bat 
little  difficalt^  to  the  Senate.  The  mounted 
torca  being  necesaaiy,  the  cost  of  it,  I  feel  per- 
soaded,  wul  not  be  an  OTermling  consideration, 
although  that  cost  abonld  be  targe^  when,  in 
|Mnnt  of  fact^  it  will  be  smali^  and,  m  compar- 
ison to  ite  object,  inoonsiderable  and  insignifi- 
cant. Five  hundred  ttorses  will  be  wanted  for 
ton  companies  of  fifty  men  each ;  the  price  of 
these  horeee,  and  their  mazimnm  price,  will  be 
fifty  dollars  each.  This  will  make  twenty-flve 
thousand  dollars  for  the  nnrchase  of  the  horses. 
Their  equipment  in  saadlea,  bridlea,  baiters, 
dkc,  wiU  not  exceed  seventeen  or  eighteen 
dollars  each.  SeTeo  or  eight  thousand  dollars 
will  defray  the  entense  of  equipment ;  so  that 
the  sum  proposed  for  filling  the  first  blank, 
thirtj-ttiree  tboosand  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollvs,  will  meet  the  first  and  greatest  expense 
to  be  incnrred.  Sabsistence  is  the  next  item 
in  expense.  The  Quartermaster  Qeneral  (Gen- 
eral Jeenp)  estimates  this  item  at  fifty  dollars 
a  year  for  each  horse,  which  is  nearly  a  dollar 
a  we^ ;  bat  I  must  differ  from  him  iia  this  es- 
timate^ and  do  it  without  derogating  from  his 
high  and  established  character  for  correctness, 
because,  living  in  the  country  where  the  horses 
are  to  be  employed,  I  liave  a  local  knowledge 
oa  this  sobject  which  be  could  not  possess.  I 
rednc«  the  expense  of  forage  te  less  than  one 
half  of  his  estimate.  I  make  this  redaction 
upon  these  data:  First  The  horses  will  live 
upon  grass  fall  one-half  of  the  year ;  and  that 
will  reduce  the  Quartermaster  General's  esti- 
mate one-halt  Secondly.  The  cost  of  kee^- 
mg  horses,  among  the  formers  in  Missouri,  is 
about  seventy-five  cents  a  week,  including  care 
and  attention,  as  well  as  food ;  consequently, 
soldiers  can  keep  their  own  for  less  than  a  dol- 
lir  a  week,  when  forage  alone  is  to  I>e  pfdd  for ; 
■nd  of  that  forage,  the  liay  will  cost  nothing, 
for  the  soldiers  cut  it  in  the  prairies  without 
aipeose,  and  haul  it  in  with  the  garrison  teams. 
Upon  these  data  the  annnal  subHstence  of  the 
bonw  wiU  be  nearer  to  twenty  dollars  than  to 


fifty  dollars  each.  I  think  ten  thousand  dollars 
wiU  be  enough  for  their  annual  forage ;  but  I 
have  propos^  to  flit  the  second  blank  with 
eighteen  tboosand,  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars for  the  remainder  of  the  present  year,  ao- 
cording  to  the  estimate  of  the  quartermaster, 
and  leave  it  to  time  and  extierience  to  asoert^ 
the  tme  amoanL  This  will  make  Uie  total  m- 
propriation,  for  the  present  year,  about  fifty 
thousand  dollars.  For  each  sabseqnent  rear  it 
will  probably  be  about  fifl«en  thonaond  dollars, 
say  ten  or  twelve  thonsand  dollars  for  forage, 
and  tberemdnder  ta  supply  the  waste  of  horsea 
and  equipments.  This  is  nothing  compared 
to  the  ma^tude  and  variety  of  the  obiecti 
which  require  the  expenditure.  It  is  nothing 
in  comparison  to  the  good  to  be  accomplished. 
It  is  a  grun  of  sand  to  a  mount^n,  compared 
to  the  annual  expenditures  for  Atlantic  objecte 
of  defence ;  compared  to  the  annual  expendi- 
tnree  for  fortifications  for  the  defence  of  the 
seacoast;  compared  to  the  annual  entendi- 
tares  for  navy  yarda,  lighthauBes.  and  ships  of 
war,  ibr  the  safety  and  accommodation  of  mar- 
itime eommerce.  But,  small  and  inconsider- 
able as  this  expenditure  for  the  mounted  Ibroo 
appears,  there  is  still  another  point  of  view 
nnder  which  it  is  to  be  looked  at,  and  which 
reduces  it  still  lower,  and,  in  bet,  annihilates  it 
as  an  o^ect  of  expense,  and  converts  it  mta  a 
piece  of  economy.  It  is  this :  That,  for  tiie 
want  of  these  horses,  large  sums  are  now  ex- 
ponded  in  chartering  steamboats  for  moving 
troops  in  the  Western  country,  and  for  volunteer 
monnted  gun  men.  The  infantry  have  te  be 
transported ;  and  for  this  pnrpose  steam  Imata  are 
chartered.  They  need  horsemen,  and  for  this 
porpose,  mounted  volunteers  are  accepted. 
Every  Indian  alann  on  the  frontiers  renews 
the  expense  of  these  boats  and  volunteers ;  and 
the  expense  is  heavy  in  proportion  te  the  sud- 
denness of  the  alarm,  the  magnitude  of  the  w- 
Cnt  danger,  and  the  distance  to  he  traversed. 
Illinois  volunteers,  which  went  to  the 
Winnebago  country  three  years  ago,  cost  about 
forty  thonsand  dollars.  The  Missouri  volun- 
teers for  the  lost  Summer,  when  the  alarm 
broke  ont  on  the  frontier  of  that  State,  ore  not 
yet  paid,  bnt  their  cMms  are  considerable. 
On  both  occasions  steamboats  were  chartered. 
The  movement  of  M^or  Biley's  detachment 
lost  Summer  must  also  have  involved  some  ex- 
penditure for  transportation.  I  know  theso 
various  items  to  be  considerable,  and  that  they 
have  l>een  incnrred,  and  must  be  incurred,  jnst 
so  long  OB  we  remam  without  horses.  The  ex- 
act amount  of  what  has  been  expended  hereto- 
fore is  unknown  to  me ;  the  amount  that  m^ 
be  expended  hereafter,  cannot  be  foreseen.  It 
will  depend  upon  the  frequency  and  mognitade 
of  the  alarms  on  the  frontiers — alarms  which 
must  arise  upon  every  point  of  aline,  of  more 
than  a  thousand  miles  m  length,  covering  the 
settlements  of  Louisiana,  Arkansas,  Missouri, 
Illinois,  and  the  new  territory  upon  the  Upper 
Miasia^ppL    The  amount  of  these  casual  and 
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nnforeBeen  expenditures  maj  be  safely  asBrmied 
to  be  equal  to  the  expense  of  keeping  up  the 
ten  companiee  proprosed  in  the  bill.  I  make 
thia  aasnmption  advisediy,  and  would  bo  will- 
ing to  Btake  the  passage  of  the  bill  npon  the 
QaartermsHter  General's  opinion  of  the  foot,  if 
the  passage  of  SQch  a  bill,  in  the  Judgment  of 
an;  slateanian,  ongbt  to  depend  upon  snch  a 
fact.  In  this  point  of  view,  and  1  fall;  believe 
it  to  be  correct  the  annual  keeping  up  of  the 
ten  companies  of  mounted  infantry  will  be  no 
expense  at  all ;  there  will  be  as  much,  or  more, 
saved  from  ateamboat  transportation  and  mount- 
ed volnnteers,  aa  will  balance  the  expense  of 
tbeae  horses.  At  the  same  time  the  mounted 
horses  will  be  infinitely  more  efficient,  and 
comparabl}'  more  satisfactory  to  the  West ;  . . 
that  the  whole  question  of  passing  the  bill  re- 
daces  itself  to  uie  mere  problem  of  good  will 
to  the  Western  coontry,  without  expense  to  the 
Federal  treaenry.  Mr,  B.  cooclnded  with  ex- 
pressing his  thanks  to  the  Senate  for  taking  np 
the  bill  before  its  turn ;  stating  the  Dee^ty 
fbr  it  to  pass  immediately,  as  the  Santa  Fe  car- 
avan would  set  ont  from  Missomi  in  May ;  and 
declaring  bis  readiness  to  answer  any  qnestii 
which  might  be  pnt  to  him  for  the  farther 
formation  of  any  Senator. 

Mr.  Bxnn,  of  Maryland,  said  he  saw  no  i 
Jection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill.  It  read,  that 
the  number  of  men  to  be  mounted  wss  not  to 
exceed  tea  companies,  and  of  conrse,  the  Prom- 
dent,  at  his  discretion,  would  not  cause  that 
number  to  be  mounted,  if  a  lees  number  should 
be  found  sufficient.  liiia  was,  indeed,  but  an 
experiment,  and,  if  it  proved  succ^ul,  it 
might  become  necessary  to  cany  it  farllier. 
He  had  examined  into  the  subject,  and  become 
Ailly  acquainted  with  it,  and  was,  therefore, 
satufied  of  the  utility  and  importance  of  Uie 
measure  proposed  by  the  bill  The  trade  to 
Uexico  was  very  great,  and  the  hazards  to 
which  it  was  exposea  were  equally  great.  It  de- 
manded protection ;  and  this  bill  woold  operate 
in  the  aame  manner  and  on  the  same  principle 
as  the  protection  given  by  the  Qovemment  to 
our  merchant  ships  on  the  hioh  wwn. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  t 
and  read  ^  third  time. 


{"kidat,  March  S6. 
J^nJttmn  ttf  Ms  FubUa  Landi. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Foot,  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  the  purchasers  of  pablio  lands  was  taken  up ; 
the  question  being  on  cert^  amendments  to 
the  amendments  made  by  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, pn^osed  by  the  Committee  on  Pub- 
lic Lands. 

Mr.  MoKiNLBT  said  that  altbough  he  thought 
that  the  amendments,  proposed  by  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  Senate,  rendered  the  bill  some- 
what better  than  it  was,  as  it  came  from  flie 
House  of  Representatives,  yet,  as  it  bad  been 
delayed  so  loa^  be  thought  it  would  do  more 
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good  to  the  people  for  whose  relief  it  was  in- 
tended, to  pass  it  and  reject  the  amendments, 
than  fhrther  to  delay  the  bill.  This  was  his 
wish,  and  he  hoped  the  Committee  on  Pnblie 
Lands  would  consent  to  it  After  some  fiu-tlier 
remarks  from  Mr.  McK  the  two  amendments 
were  rejected. 

Mr.  UxNDsioKS  said  that,  howOTer  much  be 
regretted  the  neceesity  of  retarding  the  prog- 
rees  of  this  bill,  yet  there  was  one  amendment 
which  he  felt  it  his  duty  to  propose.    He  re- 

Cod  that  the  complexion  of  this  bill  bad 
so  much  cbanged  since  it  passed  the  Sen- 
ate. The  whole  bill  had  been  stricken  out,  sod 
the  present  substituted  by  way  of  amendment 
The  second  section  of  the  bill  proposed  to  give 
a  preference,  in  becoming  the  purchasers  of 
relmqaisbed  lands,  to  those  who  had  relin- 
quished a  pre-emption  in  favor  of  the  persoiu 
in  possession.  But  the  conditions  of  this  pre- 
emption totally  destroyed  the  benefit  intended 
to  De  conferred.  It  required  the  person  pur- 
cha^ng  under  this  section  of  the  bill  to  pay  the 
present  minimum  price,  and  in  addition  thereto 
the  amount  paid  before  relinqnishment,  sub- 
ject to  thirty-seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  on  the 
last-mentioned  sum,  provided  that  the  whde 
amount  shall  not  in  any  case  exceed  three  i<A- 
lars  and  fifty  cents  per  acre.  Now,  (said  Hr. 
H.,)  this  is  worse  than  the  law  as  it  now  stands. 
As  the  law  now  is,  the  person  in  poesesRon,  it 
is  true,  must  go  into  market  and  compete  with 
others ;  but  nobody  will  bid  against  him,  and 
the  result  will  be  that  the  person  in  possession 
will  get  the  lands  be  relinquished,  at  one  dollar 
and  twenty  five  oente  per  acre.  This  section, 
however  valuable  it  might  be  to  other  portions 
of  the  Union,  brought  no  relief  to  the  people 
he  had  the  honor  to  represent.  The  tweet  of 
this  provision  would  be  to  keep  the  reBnqnisbed 
lands  so  much  longer  out  of  market,  for  nobody 
would  take  the  pre-emption  given  where  the 
lands  had  originaUy  been  purchased  at  the  min- 
imum price,  and  where  they  can,  after  the  ter- 
mination of  the  prescribed  tim^  be  had  at  the 
present  minimum  price.  Mr.  H.  then  moved 
to  amend  the  second  section  of  the  bill,  by  in- 
serting in  the  27th  line,  at  the  close  of  the  first 
proviso,  the  following  words: 

"  And  that  the  persons  aforefiaid,  in  all  eases 
where  the  lands  relinj]uished  were  oriEinally 
purchased  at  the  minimum  price,  shall  have 
the  right  of  pre-emption,  as  aforesaid,  on  pay- 
ment of  the  present  minimum  price." 

Mr.  MoEjnlet  said  that  the  amendment  pro- 
posed hr  the  Senator  from  Indiana  (Mr.  He!>- 
DBiOKs)  had  his  entire  approbation,  if  the  wbcje 
bill  could  be  made  to  conform  to  it.  Bnt  if  be 
would  examine,  he  would  find  this  amendment 
opposition  to  the  whole  poUcy  of  the  bill 
Many  attempts  had  been  made  in  Coi^rcss  to 
relieve  those  who  bad  relinquished  their  tand^ 
and  applied  the  payments  made  thereon  to 
other  lands  retdned.  Several  bills  had  paiised 
the  Senate  fbr  that  purpose,  and  the  great  didi- 
culty  bod  always  been  m  redtidng  lauds  which 
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had  originally  sold  at  two  dollara  an  acre,  un- 
der the  credit  system,  to  one  ioUia  and  twenty- 
fire  centA,  the  minimam  price  under  the  ouh 
cjstem.  The  gnbject  baa  oltea  been  referred 
to  the  CommisaioD  of  the  General  Land  Office, 
and  he  had  iiiTari&blj  refused  his  aaaclJOD  to 
taj  bill  which  did  not  give  the  Treasury  one  ' 
dollar  and  tweaty-fire  cents  in  addition  to  the 
first  insulment.  Tbo  present  bill  vaa  mbmit- 
ted  to  liiiii,  which  macea  the  minimnm  priee 
three  doUan  and  fif^  oenta ;  bnt  does  not  re- 
liere  thoM  who  Itave  porohaMd  at  two  doU&n 
aa  acre,  from  paying  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
fire  cents  in  ad^tion  to  the  first  instalment. 
The  reUef  intended  by  this  bill  for  that  clasa  of 
parehasera  ia  the  dedootion  of  thirtj-aeven  aod 
ft  half  per  cenl  on  the  remdning  instumuita,  and 
the  adiUtioDal  advantage  of  talting  scrip  for  the 
amount  paid  on  all  luids  which  did  not  oost 
more  tbftn  two  dollars  and  flftj  cents  per 

Ilia  reUnqiuahed  lands  are  placed  npon  « 
better  footing  than  those  which  had  reverted, 
becAoae  the  &st  instalment  to  be  paid  on  those, 
was  snbjected  to  a  disconnt  of  thirty-seyen  and 
a  half  per  cent. ;  which,  upon  laud  costing  bat 
two  dollar^  would  bring  uie  whole  amount  to 
be  p«id  to  but  one  dollar  fifty-ox  and  a  quarter 
centa.  The  bill  was  not  devised  by  either 
Hoase.  It  was  framed  to  suit  the  views  of  the 
Land  Office,  and  calculated  for  the  benefit  of 
the  treosnry.  It  would  prove  altogether  nse- 
leas  to  thooe  who  might  derive  benefit  from  it, 
if  impedinieats  were  thrown  in  the  way  of  its 
psraago  at  this  period  of  the  session.  He  boped, 
therefore,  that  geatlemeo  would  withdraw  all 
amendments,  and  snffer  it  to  pass  in  the  shape 
it  had  boon  retamed  from  the  Hoose,  rather 
than  ran  the  risk  of  losing  whatever  good 
would  result  frxim  it.  There  were  large  classes 
of  dtizens  who  would  derive  benefit  from  the 
provisiouH  of  the  bill  u  it  now  stood.  The 
purchasers  of  public  lands,  who  had  not  yet 
Ailfilled  their  eoKOgementa,  and  those  whose 
lands  had  reverted  to  the  Oovemment  for  non- 
payment, would  recoive  benefit  from  it.  He 
observed  that,  if  the  Senator  from  Indiana  (Mr, 
H.)  woold  examine  the  bill  ft  little  farther,  he 
would  find  thattheclassof  purchasers,  which  he 
wished  to  protect,  would  ollimaloly  have  to  pay 
only  one  dollar  and  fifty-six  and  a  quarter  cents 
per  acre,  after  dedaetii^  the  disconnt  provided 
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snch  a  bill  oa  he  was  desirous  of  having ;  but, 
be  believed,  from  the  discussion  and  the  modi- 
GcatJon  it  tkod  ondergose  in  the  other  House, 
that  it  oould  not  be  got  throngh  that  Honse 
agwn,  if  embarrassed  with  any  »rther  amend- 
ments. It  was  tme  it  did  not  suit  all,  bnt  we 
had  to  talce  snch  a  ono  as  we  could  get ;  not 
snch  as  we  would  desire. 

Mr.  EiKo  said  he  very  much  regretted  that 
bis  friend  from  Indiana  hod  thou^t  it  neoeo- 
sary  to  offer  this  amendment.  Onr  ol^ecte  ore 
the  same,  (sud  ICr.  £.,)  we  botb  wish  to  extend 
relief  to  tbooe  who  hare  been  compelled,  from 


inabUity  to  pay,  to  reUnqniah  a  portion  of  their 
lands  necessary  to  their  settlement ;  we  both 
wish  to  keep  the  octnal  onltivators  of  the  soil 
from  the  grant  of  the  speculator ;  and,  sir,  I 
am  confident,  u  the  Senator  from  Indiana  had 
examined  this  hill  with  his  usual  attention,  he 
would  agree  with  me  that  these  ol^ects  are 
fnUy  and  fairly  attained.  What,  I  would  ask, 
ore  the  provisions  of  this  bill  f  The  first  sec- 
tion givea  to  those  whose  lands  have  been  for- 
feited for  non-payment  of  the  pnrchase  money 
the  ridit  to  pnrchaae  them  at  private  sale  for 
the  minimum  price  of  the  Qovemme&t,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  amount  already  paid  and  for- 
feited;  but  in  no  case  shall  the  sum  to  be  paid 
exceed  three  doUara  and  fifty  cents  the  sere ; 
with  this  the  Senator  from  Indiana  is  perfectly 
satisfied.  I  will  say  to  the  gentleman,  that  the 
principle  of  Uie  first  section  of  which  he  K^ 
proves,  is  precisely  the  principle  contained  m 
tike  second,  which  he  proposes  to  amend.  No 
relinquished  land*  ore  to  cost  the  purchaser 
more  than  three  dollars  and  fifty  cents  the 
acre ;  this  is  the  roaximnm.  Take  the  case  put 
by  the  Senator :  lands  which  cost  two  doUara 
the  acre,  have  beeu  relinqaished ;  the  payment 
made  was  fifty  oentd ;  from  this  sum,  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  per  cent,  is  to  be  dedact«id, 
and  the  remainder  added  to  the  mini  mum  price 
of  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  ceuM,  which 
makes  precisely  one  dollar  fifty-aix  and  a  quar- 
ter cents  the  acre,  the  amonnt  to  be  paid  imder 
this  bill,  for  londa  of  this  description.  Is  not 
my  friend  convinced,  by  this  view  of  the  pro- 
visions of  this  section  of  the  bill,  that  he  haa 
labored  under  an  error,  when  he  supposed  tliat 
the  purchasers  of  two  dollar  lands  would  ha 
compelled  to  pay  more  than  the  original  cost  I 
Is  he  not  convinced  that  the  section  he  pro- 
poses to  amend  is  in  strict  conformity  with  the 
principle  cont^ned  in  the  first  section !  And 
will  he  not,  if  c<mviiioed  of  the  correctness  of 
the  view  I  have  taken,  consent  to  withdraw 
his  amendment,  which  must,  if  persevered  in, 
and  with  snccasa,  greaUy  delay  uie  passage  of 
fliis  most  important  bili 

Ifr.  Hkbdeioes  replied  that  he  understood 
the  second  condition  of  the  first  section  of  the 
bill  more  tsTorably  to  the  purchasers  of  revert- 
ed lands  than  the  Senator  from  Alabama.  The 
ease  was  one  of  sheer  calculation.  On  the  suh- 
jeet  of  reverted  lalld^  to  which  the  first  seotiixi 
of  tiie  bill  solely  applied,  the  legal  holder  la 
pennitted  to  obtwi  lus  final  receipt  and  patent, 
ny  paying  the  reddoary  payments  accordmg  to 
the  present  mtnimnm,  ana  on  the  principle  of 
the  land  which  expired  on  the  4th  of  July  lost 
For  instance^  if  there  be  tliree  payments  due^ 
tiie  purchaser  geta  bis  patent  for  a  qaart«r  teo- 
tion,  on  payment  of  one  hundred  and  fitly  dol- 
lara,  where  the  land  has  originally  been  pur- 
chased at  the  minimum  price.  The  second  setv 
tion  applies  to  relinquished  lands,  and  requires 
the  pre-emption  to  pay  on  a  quarter  section  the 
present  minimum  two  hundred  doUara,  in  adr 
dition  to  tlie  amount  paid  before  relinqnlih- 


dbyGoogle 


SiduiK.] 

ment,  with  a  dedaction  of  thirt7'MYen  and  b 
half  per  cent,  on  sach  original  sum.  It  is  man- 
ifest, then,  that  the  purchaser  of  relinqnished 
landa  has  ranch  harder  tenna  than  the  person 
pacing  ont  lands  reverted.  If,  on  the  reverted 
quarter  section,  there  have  been  two  instalments 
pud,  all  that  remains  to  be  paid  by  the  bill  is 
one  hmidred  dollara.  If,  on  the  relinqnished 
qnarter  section  there  have  been  two  inatalments 
paid,  the  pnrchaser  is  required  bj  Uie  bill  to 

Say  the  whole  minimnm  price,  two  hundred 
ollara,  and  also  to  pay  uie  two  instalments 
paid  before  relinquishment,  getting  thirty-seven 
and  a  half  per  cent  discount  on  Qiem,  maUng 
In  all  three  hmidred  dollars.  The  Senators 
frcm  Alabama  (sud  Ur.  H.)  admit,  that  in 
oases  of  relinqnished  lands  on  which  there  had 
been  one  payment,  and  where  it  had  bean  orig' 
Inally  pnrchssed  at  minimnm  cost,  it  wonld, 
according  to  this  biU,  cost  the  purchaser  one 
dollar  and  fiitj  six  and  a  foorth  cents  per  acre. 
Now  this  ifl  exactly  that  of  which  I  complain, 
and  say  it  is  unreasonable  that  these  lands 
should  ooat  more  than  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  acre,  becanse  that  is  their  price, 
If  yon  say  nothing  about  this  in  the  bill ;  that 
ia  the  present  wiinimiirii.  The  bill  will,  as  be- 
fore Btia,  have  a  tendency  to  keep  these  lands 
longer  ont  of  market,  for  nobody  will  give 
more  than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  oents  an 
acre  for  them.  It  will  (s^d  Ur.  H.)  be  no  ad- 
vantage to  the  people  I  represent,  unless  giving 
a  longer  time  for  purchasers  to  prepare  for  the 
sales  be  an  advantage. 

Ur.  UcKniLR  said  that,  by  referring  to  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  not  a  donbt  wonld 
remain.    He  would  read  it,  as  follows : 

"Siee.i.A»di*it/aii*r  t»«eted.  That  all  pui- 


quished  under  any  of  tba  laws  pasatd 
of  porcbwer*  of  public  lands,  and  the  amoont  paid 
Ibereon  applied  In  payment  of  other  lands  retalnsd 
by  them,  and  which  relinqnished  lands,  or  anj  part 
thereof;  nay  new  be  In  possession  of  snch  persona ; 
or  In  esse  tbe  eertUcate  of  pnrohaas,  and  part  pay- 
mint  of  said  lands,  baa  bean  tranaferred  by  tbe  per- 
sons now  in  the  poaaesdon  of  said  lands,  or  part 
tbaieof,  or  the  peisona  under  whom  the  prssent  oo- 
cupania  may  hud  soeh  posMaion,  to  some  o^er 
person  not  in  posaeadon  tbermt;  and  the  payment 
made  thereon  applied  by  aneh  other  petton,  or  hi* 
aad(^ee,in  pa^nent  for  land  held  in  his  own  name: 
In  either  ease,  the  persona  so  in  possession  shall 
have  the  right  of  pre-smptlon  of  tbe  same  lands,  ac- 
cording to  the  le^  sttbdiiidoua  of  sections,  not  ex- 
ceeding tbe  qoautitT  of  two  quarter  sections,  [in 
contlgaons  tracts,]  until  the  fourth  dajof  Jnlj,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  upon  their 
paying  bto  the  proper  offlca  tiie  sum  per  acre  there- 
for, which  shall,  at  the  time  of  payment,  be  the 
minimum  price  per  acre  of  tbe  United  States  public 
lands ;  and,  in  addition  thereto,  the  same  amonnt 
per  acre  heretofore  paid  thereon,  and  applied  to 
other  lands,  Bnbjsct  to  a  daduction  of  thirly-saveu 
and  a  half  pet  centum  on  the  last^nentioDed  sum : 
Frendtd,  TiitX  the  sum  to  be  paid  shall  not,  in  any 
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case,  exceed  three  dallsTS  and  fiftj  cents  per  urc: 
Protidtd,  idto,  Tliat  anch  persons  oalj  dull  tc  at- 
tilled  to  the  benefits  of  this  lection  who  ihill  ^ipl; 
for  the  same,  and  prove  their  poasuiioB  to  the  nt- 
isbction  of  the  Register  and  Receiver  of  the  dinrtct 
in  which  the  land  may  lie,  in  the  minner  to  be  pre- 
scribed bj  the  ComnSsdoner  of  tbs  GcDenl  laDd 
OfBce,  wiUiiu  nine  months  from  the  pssasgt  or  Uiii 
act ;  for  which  snch  Begister  and  Beceivtr  itall 
each  he  entiUed  to  receive  from  such  applinnti  lis 
sum  of  fifty  cents, each:  Aitdpntiitifattia.Tut 
the  pmvisiaDs  of  this  section  ahdi  not  eiteDd  i» 
any  tands  that  have.  In  any  manner,  been  Atpucd 
of  by  the  United  Btatea." 

ne  conld  not  be  mistaken,  (Ur.  ITcE.  re- 
marked,) beoanse  the  aeeond  section  provided 
against  the  difficulty  ^ipreheoded  by  the  gfi' 
tleman;  the  coat,  by  any  calcnlatjoo,  would 
only  be  one  dollar  and  flfty-NZ  cents  per  ten. 
Would  the  Senator  from  Indiana  desire  to  plm 
those  who  had  ndinquished  th«r  Isndt  dd  i 
better  footing  than  those  who  had  retiised 
themt  Those  who  had  retained  thdr  bodi 
were  certainly  more  meritorions  tbsn  tlicM 
who  had  relinquiahed,  and  obtained  tbe  benefit 
of  their  money  in  the  purchase  of  other  Isndi. 
He  hoped,  therefore,  the  gentlemsa  wonld  see 
the  propriety  of  passing  the  bill  as  it  vsi,  and 
abandon  bis  amendment. 

Ur.  UoLian  said  that,  when  tbe  uneadmeit 
was  first  proposed,  he  was  clearly  of  ofNcio 
that  it  ought  to  pass.  If  the  bill  wis  intended 
to  do  any  good  to  Xllinois  and  iDdimi.  tbt 
amendment  ought  to  be  retained,  otherwise  it 
wouldonlybeneflttheSUteofAlsbami.  Wtl 
OS  (said  Ur.  UcL.)  land  is  never  wortli  more 
than  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  oents  per  sen, 
because  there  is  much  land  in  the  msrket,  ud 
little  demand  for  it.  He  was  satisfied  tbit  tbe 
bill  should  pass  withoDt  the  amendmeDt, »  rt 
would  benefit  Alabama,  and  do  no  ii^niy  to  liia 
State,  except  to  post[>one,  for  nine  months,  the 
purchase  of  rehnqnished  lands;  thon^  "J^ 
passage  of  the  bill,  with  tbe  amendment,  wonW 
give  to  the  citizens  of  Dlmots  an  sdrsnc*  *i 
nine  months.  The  delay  wonld  occa^oe  no 
great  difficnlty  in  his  State,  as  one  nelriibor 
never  purchased  the  land  on  which  snotber  e 
settled.  The  amendment  would  be  *  con- 
vmiienoe  to  ns,  (said  be ;)  for,  as  the  bill  itand^ 
it  will  be  of  no  earthly  benefit  to  ns. 

The  question  being  takeiL  the  amendnient  ol 
Ur.  HiTDsicTxe  was  r^ected. 

The  amendments  of  the  House  were  th«a  e»- 
enrred  in. 

Office  of  Ott  Atterne^-Gtiunl 

The  bill  "to  re-organize  the  establishmeot  of 

the  Attomey-Gener5,  and  erect  it  into «^' 

ecutive  Bepartmant,"  was  taken  up  for  a  8W»<i 

IfcRowAM  roae  to  explain  the  olgecti  rf  ^ 
bill,  which,  he  smd,  was  of  importance  ic  toe 
fiscal  concerns  of  the  country,  which  hsvo  oo- 
ca^onally  been  ii^ured  by  reason  of  tbs  iw*"°" 
petenoy  of  the  United  States  District  Atlor- 
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usijt.  The  Treasiuj  wonJd  also  be  benefited 
b7  the  enactindiit  m  tlie  hill.  It  ia  provided 
that,  after  snit  shall  have  been  ordered  in  anr 
eaae  whateTer,  no  Collector  of  a  District,  Clerk 
of  ft  Circuit  or  District  Coiirt,  United  States 
District  Attome]',  or  an;  other  person  than  the 
Ibrahal  of  the  United  BtAtes,  aball  be  author- 
ized  to  receive  the  monej'  from  anj  snoh  debtor 
or  debtors,  but  in  rU  cases  pSTinent  shall  be 
made  to  the  Uarshal  of  the  Diatiict  where  the 
Bait  has  taken  place.  The  dnties  of  the  Agent 
of  the  Treasury  are,  by  the  hill,  transferred  to, 
and  Teet«d  in,  the  Attomey-GeneraL  It  has 
been  also  believed  by  the  oommittM  that  s 
transfer  of  the  Patent  Office  to  the  department 
at  Law  wonld  be  an  improvement.  It  has 
bean  thonght  that  all  the  dnties  connected 
with  tbe  Patent  Office,  which  are  now  required 
by  law  to  be  performed  by  the  Secretary  of 
State,  and  all  applications  which  are  reqaired 
to  be  snbtnttted  to  him,  ooght  to  be  performed 
by,  and  sabmitted  to,  the  Attomey-Qeneral. 
The  Secretary  has  now  to  imdergo  considerable 
inconrenience  and  troable  by  those  duties  being 
impoeed  upon  him,  and  it  has  been  deemed 
proper  to  consign  them  all,  by  bill,  to  the  At- 
torney-General. The  bil]  also  provides  that 
thepublicatioDof  the  laws  of  the  United  States 
ehall  be  done  under  the  superintendence  of  the 
Attorney-General — a  duty  which  is  now  as- 
signed to  the  Secretary  of  State.  The  Clerk 
who  IB  now  charged  with  this  duty  in  the  State 
Department,  is  to  be  transferred  to  the  Law 
Deparbnent.  This  measure  has  been  suggested 
by  the  coiuideration  that  the  Secretary  of  State 
may  not  be,  as  he  la  not  required  to  be,  a  pro- 
fesoonal  man.  It  is  supposed  that  this  duty 
can  be  better  done  by  an  individual  who  is 
etill  engaged  in  Ute  profession  of  the  law  tiian 
by  one  wno  is  not. 

Hr.  R.  said  he  did  not  know  whether  the  bill 
would  be  olijected  to  by  any  gentleman.  If 
agreed  to,  it  would  relieve  the  State  Depart- 
ment from  those  duties  which  have  snggested 
the  [Object  of  establishing  a  Home  Departmeut, 
a  measure  u^ed  by  the  former  Eiecotive. 
The  SeisretaiT  of  State  will  then  be  left  to  the 
eondncting  of  the  foreign  relations  of  the  coun- 
try, while  the  bntiuess  of  the  Patent  Office, 
UM  tbe  Buperintendence  of  the  collection  of 
debts  dne  the  Oovemment,  will  be  confined  to 
Uie  Head  of  this  Depsrtment.  The  Attorney- 
General  is  to  be  the  Head  of  the  Law  Depart- 
ment ;  he  is  required  to  superintend  all  suits  in 
which  the  United  States  is  a  party ;  and  his 
practice  is  confined  to  the  Bopreme  Court — 
cssea  in  inferior  courts  to  be  conducted  by  dep- 
uty. All  the  duties  performed  by,  and  )dl  the 
powers  and  authority  vested  in,  the  Agent  of 
the  TreasuTT,  are  proposed  to  be  transferred  to 
the  Attomey-Oeneral  We  have  been  told 
(ssid  Mr.  R.)  tJiat  the  GFovemment  has  sostsin- 
ed  serious  loasai  ftom  the  improper  manner  of 
collecting  the  revenue,  and  from  the  mode  of 
prosecuting  defaulters. 

Hr,  yfwB&as,  in  a  sportive  manner,  warned 


[Smsxim. 
n  the  secret  seadon  dis- 


Mr.  R.  not  to  iniKnge  oi 

CuBsions. 

Mr.  RowAK  said  be  was  not  aware  that  he 
was  gnilty  of  any  violation  of  the  mles  in  what 
he  said ;  and  he  then  proceeded  to  state  the 
evils  resulting  from  the  present  mode  of  col- 
lecting the  revenue,  and  of  instituting  suits 
against  delinquents.  These  evils  the  bill  was 
intended  to  remedy.  The  Attorney-General  is 
now  a  member  of  the  Cabinet;  and  this  meaa- 
nre,  if  carried  int«  effect,  will  not  impose  upon 
him  more  dnties  than  what,  as  a  member  of  the 
Cabinet,  he  is  now  required  to  discharge. 

[The  bill  farther  provided  that  an  Asmstant 
shoold  be  appointed  by  Congress  to  the  Attor- 
ney-GenerfJ,  who  was  also  to  act  as  Chief  Clerk 
in  the  Law  Department,  at  a  salary  of  three 
fhoQsand  dollars  per  annum,  besides  Assistant 
Clerks,  Messengers,  &o.  The  salary  of  the  At- 
torney-General was  to  be  placed  on  a  level 
with  that  of  the  other  Heads  of  Departments, 
namely,  rix  thousand  dollars  per  annum.] 

Ur.  Wkbstib  said,  this  was  a  subject  which 
certainly  required  consideration.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  objects  of  the  bill  altogether,  al- 
though he  agreed  that  the  evils  oompluned  o^ 
wbit£  it  proposed  to  remedy,  eztsted.  The 
business  of  the  Departments  had  ontgrown  the 

S revision  made  for  their  establishment ;  the 
nriness  had  ontgrown  what  the  organisation 
of  the  Departments  contemplated,  especially 
that  of  the  State  Department ;  and  so  far  as  the 
bill  proposed  to  remedy  this  evil,  the  objects  of 
it  were  Jostifisble.  Bnt  it  proposes  to  transfer 
the  duties  of  the  Patent  Office,  with  its  clerks 
and  officers  to  the  Attorney-General — to  the 
Law  Department.  Ur.  W.  objected  to  any 
measure  which  would  ^ve  this  anomalono, 
this  ambiguous  character  to  the  Attorney-Gen- 
eral, while  he  was  at  the  same  time  shut  out 
from  practising  in  any  other  than  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States.  Ton  would  thus 
(said  Mir.  W.)  turn  him  into  a  half  accountant, 
a  half  lawyer,  a  half  clerk— in  fine,  a  half  of 
every  thing,  and  not  mnch  of  any  thing.  The 
true  course  will  be,  to  have  a  Home  Depart- 
ment, if  you  choose  to  coll  it  by  thot  name ;  a 
Depvtmcnt,  he  meant,  for  the  management  of 
the  internal  affairs  of  the  coontry.  This  sub- 
ject had  hitherto  undergone  discussion,  and 
was  referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  of  which 
he.  in  company  with  the  Senator  troia  Louisiana, 
(Mr.  JoHNBTOir,)  had  the  honor  to  be  a  member. 
We  recommended  the  organization  of  a  Home 
Department,  leaving  the  Attorney-General  as 
he  IS,  a  lawyer,  to  attend  to  the  business  of  the 
Clovemment  in  the  Snpreme  Court  Mr.  W. 
said  he  was  also  opposed  to  the  provision  of 
the  bill  transferring  the  duties  and  powers  of 
the  Agent  of  the  Treasury  to  the  Attorney 
Generid.  The  subordinate  collectors  of  moneys 
ought  to  be  attached  to  the  Treasury ;  who- 
ever is  concerned  in  collecting  the  revenne 
ought  to  be  nnder  the  Treasury  Department, 
the  Agent  of  which  is  one  of  the  most  impor- 
tant and  asefol  officers  we  have.    It  reqnireB  a 
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profesatonal  man — an  appropriate  character  to 
fill  it.  The  Agent  of  the  TrBaaory  has  a  jum- 
ble of  datlea  to  perform ;  he  has  to  onperintend 
all  the  lieht-hooEes,  &c,  on  the  coast,  and,  in 
addition,  is  Agent  for  the  Treasnrr  in  colloct- 
ing  the  pnbho  debts.  Bis  (Ur.  W.'h)  o^ect 
was  to  ^ve  force  and  efficiency  to  that  office. 
He  and  a  gentlenjau,  formerlj  a  member  of  the 
other  Honse,  who  ia  now  abroad,  reported  at 
one  time  a  bill  to  establish  an  office  to  be  called 
that  of  "  Oommissioner  of  Onstoros."  Onr  ob- 
ject was  to  have  appointed  a  competent  man, 
-who  nnderstood  the  laws,  and  oonld  enperrise 
the  collection  of  the  rCTenne — one  who  wonid 
be  qiialifled  to  see  that  these  laws  received  a 
uniform  constmction :  for  this  was  not,  nor  is 
it  DOW,  the  case.  Under  the  same  law,  differ- 
ent reWations  had,  to  his  own  knowledge, 
been  adopted  in  the  cnstom-honses  of  !lfew  York 
and  Boston.  The  Boston  Oolleetor  gave  it  one 
interpretation ;  the  Kew  York  Collector  gave 
it  anotJier ;  and  the  TreasDry  gave  it  a  differ- 
ent interpretation  from  both,  or,  he  believed, 
no  interpretation  at  all.  To  tell  the  tmth,  the 
honorable  gentleman  to  whom  he  allnded  and 
he  (Mr.  W.)  gave  np  the  project,  for  already, 
in  that  stage  of  it,  we  had  nmnerous  applicants 
for  the  office,  none  of  whom  were  competent 
to  fill  it.  Every  one  who  had  lost  a  place  of 
any  description,  who  had  been  removed  from 
a  land  office^  or  any  other  office,  all  who  want- 
ed employment  in  general  or  particnlar,  were 
candidates  for  the  sitnation  of  Commissioner  of 
Customs.  But  onr  object  being  to  appoint  a 
competent  man,  we  had  to  abandon  the  meas- 
nre.    The  Attorney-General  had,  in  Mr,  W.'s 

ainion,  enough  to  do  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
I  shonld  be  engaged  in  studying  his  books  of 
law,  instead  of  superinteadiDg  the  Clerks  of 
either  a  Patent  or  Treasury  office.  Ee  had 
not,  he  Bud,  when  he  rose,  any  intenUoa  of  oc- 
cupying the  Senate  so  long;  his  ol^ect  was  to 
ask  the  gentleman  who  reported  the  bill  to  con- 
eent  to  a  postponement  of  the  consideration  of 
it,  and  appcnnt  for  it  a  particnlar  day.  It  was 
neoessaiT  that  some  provision  should  be  made 
to  remedy  the  evils  complained  of,  although  he 
was  opposed  to  the  present  bill.  He  would, 
when  the  anbject  was  brought  before  the  Sen- 
ate agun,  take  up  tiie  report  accompanying  the 
biU,  to  which  he  had  adverted. 

Priday  next  was  then  fixed  upon  for  conud- 
ering  the  bilL 


Fbidat,  April  S, 
Mr,  Hoff*  JBuoltUun—lfua^fieatuin. 
Ur.  JoeiAH  S.  Johnston,  of  Louisiana  said : 
The  right  of  a  State  in  this  Union  to  annul  an 
aot  of  Oongress  (said  Hr.  J.)  presents  a  grave 
question  to  our  consideration.  It  is  a  question 
•f  the  first  impreadon,  and  deepest  import ; 
which  ought  not  to  be  disonssed  under  the  ex- 
citement of  party  spirit  the  inflnenee  of  pas- 
Aon,  or  the  peculiar  ^onmstanoes  ia  which 
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any  of  as  may  find  onraelves.  It  shonld  be  ap- 
proached under  a  deep  sense  of  the  momentou 
consequences  to  the  people,  to  the  Union,  and 
to  Qie  country  it  involves. 

I  shall  speak  on  this  question,  not  as  a  law- 
yer and  a  statesman — utat  bti  been  done  al- 
already,  in  an  able  and  masterly  mannei^— I 
shall  speak  of  it  as  a  man  and  a  (utizan,  wbuM 
hopes  and  happiness  are  embarked  with  theae 
of  his  constituents  in  this  great  ezperinMnt, 
"  the  world's  last  hope." 

It  is  now  said  that  the  individual  Btatei  have 
a  veto  OD  the  laws,  and,  thereby,  a  power  to 
suspend  their  operation,  by  which  this  Qovmh- 
ment  is  made  to  depend  npon  the  will  of  eadi 
and  every  State.  The  right  of  States  to  annnl 
the  laws  and  saspend  the  operations  of  the  Gov- 
ernment is  not  derived  from  the  constitotion, 
but  is  a  Ugh  and  traneoendental  power,  above 
the  constitution  and  above  all  law ;  it  ia  an  ab- 
straction from  the  idea  of  sovereign  powtf ,  and 
a  refinement  on  the  theory  of  Oovenunent. 
The  people  of  the  States  have  not  del^ated 
this  veto  to  the  Legislatnres ;  it  ia  a  judicial, 
and  not  a  le^alative  power ;  if  it  pertuns  to  the 
sovereign  power  of  the  State,  it  must  be  a  re- 
served power  to  the  people,  to  i>e  exercised 
by  them  in  their  sovereign  c^>acity.  Bat, 
whether  a  State,  or  the  people  of  a  State,  hare 
the  right  to  a  negative  on  the  laws,  is  a  qoes- 
tion  to  be  determined,  by  whomt  Bj  the 
State  I  That  is  to  be  the  judge  in  iu  own 
cause.  Or,  to  be  snbmitted  to  tne  m^ority  ot 
the  people  of  all  the  States  t  or,  to  the  Supreme 
Court  I  It  is  a  "controversy  in  wMca  the 
United  States  are  a  party." 

Admitting  the  power  of  the  State,  and  the 
right  to  decide  for  herself,  then  each  and  every 
State  in  the  Union  baa  a  constitutional  veto  oa 
the  laws  of  the  United  States ;  then  the  Gen- 
eral Government  most,  or  perhaps  each  of  the 
States  must,  have  a  similar  power  to  so^icnd 
the  laws  of  any  other  State,  when  it  exeidsee 
any  Bovereim  power  that  is  inhibited  to  the 
States,  or  Uiat  comes  in  collision  with  the 
Gieneral  Government ;  and  tbis  also,  the  Gov- 
ernment and  each  State  most  decide  for  itad£ 
What  a  scene  of  confusion  I 

Again :  each  State,  then,  and  the  smalleat 
State,  with  the  smallest  m^ority  in  the  State^ 
may  suspend  the  laws  withm  her  jurisdictkNL 
Then  tne  action  of  the  Government  mnst  de- 
pend on  the  concurrent  will  of  each  and  all  the 
States.  Then  the  laws  made  by  a  majority  of 
the  people,  and  of  the  Statee,  may  be  con- 
trolled, and  counteracted  by  a  small,  nay,  the 
smallest  minority.  The  Government,  if  it 
could  be  so  called,  would  be  absnrd  in  theory, 
and  impracticable  in  principle. 

By  the  oonstitution,  checks  and  balances 
were  provided ;  nujoritiea  required ;  a  veto 
conferred  on  the  President;  and  a  Siqtreme 
Oonrt,  to  decide  all  questions  under  the  oonsti- 
tution. All  which  were  ridionloos  precan- 
tions,  if  each  State  could  exercise  the  veto^  de- 
cide all  qneatioiu  for  herself  and  annul  the  ex- 
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Pleased  will  of  the  mqjoritj.  And  what  then 
NoomM  of  the  great  political  maxim,  "  that  ab- 
•olnte  Mqiueecence  in  the  decisioiu  of  the  nia- 
Jori^ — the  vital  princiide  in  republics — front 
which  there  ts  no  appeu  but  to  force,  the  vital 
principle  and  the  immediate  parent  of  despot- 

If  this  vet«  is  the  legitimate  right  of  a  State, 
she  ought  not  to  be  controlled,  resisted,  or  co- 
erced. Bhe  maj  therefore  peaceably  withdraw 
from  the  Union,  and  must  TirtooUj  diaBolve  the 
Union,  becaose  the  laws  mnst  cease  to  operate, 
(the  tariff  for  example,)  nnlese  ther  operate 
thronghont ;  and  bcmdas,  coold  the  TJnion  con- 
tinoe,  sepanted  b^  an  int«TTening  State )  This 
TJnioD  can  then  only  erist  as  long  as  twenty- 
fbor  Btataa  ooncor  in  opinion.  If  this  prinoiple 
is  tme,  it  ought  to  have  been  inserted  in  the 
Kmatitation.  Bnt  it  was  not.  And  if  the  prin- 
ciple is  ackaowledged,  then  this  constitution 
was  not  onlr  imperfect  in  its  organization,  bat 
Is  a  political  monster,  Ijorn  incapable  of  living, 
and  eont^ning  a  principle  of  selr-destraction. 

The  TJnion  mi^  diaaolTC  peaceably,  when- 
ever the  caprice,  the  passion,  or  the  ambition, 
of  a  few  aspirins  men  of  a  8tal«  mav  will  it,  or 
it  mnst  be  mamtained  bj  force.  It  is  either 
disnnion  or  civil  war;  or,  in  the  language  of 
the  times,  disnnion  and  blood. 

It  ia  time  to  calcnlata,  not  the  valae,  hnt  the 
duration  of  the  Government. 

Bnt  we  are  told  no  snch  oonseqaences  will 
ensne.  That  it  is  a  safe  remedy — a  necessary 
check — a  salntary  restr^t  npon  this  oucon- 
b«lled  majority — a  new  balance  in  the  consti- 
tntion,  that  will  regulate  all  its  notions.  As 
soon  as  this  new  State  power  is  acknowledged, 
there  will  be  no  more  nuconatitutional  laws,  no 
further  encroachments  on  the  rights  of  the 
Btataa.  "  The  injnred  and  oppressed  States 
will  assome  her  highest  political  attitude." 
She  exercises  her  negative  preventive  power, 
she  declares  tie  law  void— "the  necessary  con- 
■Moenoe,"  says  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee, 
(iLr.  Geuhdt,)  "  is,  it  must  cease  to  operate  in 
tbe  State,  and  Oongresa  must  acquiesce,  by 
abandoning  the  power,  or  obtain  an  express 
grant  from  tbe  great  source  from  whicn  all 
power  is  drawn.  The  Gteneral  Government 
woold  have  no  right  to  nse  force."  "  This  will 
at  oil  times  prove  adequate  to  save  this  glorious 
system  of  ours  from  disorder  and  anarchy." 
Tbe  parties  claiming  to  exercise  tbe  power 
mnst  call  a  convention  of  tbe  States,  and  nn- 
lees  three-fourths  of  the  States  will  consent  to 
amend  the  constitution,  and  confer  the  power, 
it  most  cease  to  exercise  it.  Thus  a  law  passed 
in  the  nsnal  form,  with  msjorities  in  both 
Housea,  ^iproved  by  tbe  President,  may  be  an- 
nnlled,  by  the  veto  of  any  State,  and  every 
power  taken  fhim  OoogTOBs,  nnless  three- 
ibiutiia  of  the  States  are  now  willing  to  grant 
it  Let  na  see  how  this  will  operate.  Suppose 
the  twenty-fifth  section  of  the  Judiciary  act 
died,  tbe  jnrisdiction  of  the  court  over  all 
I  [»ovidea  for  by  it  must  cease.    Again, 


the  tariff  has  been  declared  a  palpable  violatJon 
of  the  oonstitntion ;  it  must,  tnerefore,  oease  to 
operate;  then  the  Supreme  Conrt  mnst  not 
take  any  oogoixance  of  any  case  arising  nnder 
it,  and  Congress  mnst  not  employ  force ;  it  is 
therefore  unnecessary  to  resist  the  laws,  and 
there  will  be  no  rebellion  or  treason.  Rut  then 
there  will  be  no  revenue.  Congress  has  a  right 
to  lay  duties  for  revenue.  How  much  of  this 
tariff  is  for  revenne  f  for  so  much  it  is  constitu- 
tional, OS  weU  as  duties  on  articles  not  made  in 
the  country,  and  therefore  not  for  the  prot«o- 
tion  of  domestic  industry.  What  must  be  done 
in  such  a  dilemma ! 

£very  power  which  has  been  at  any  time 
denied  to  Congress  would  have  ceased.  The 
Bank,  after  it  had  gone  into  operation,  would 
have  been  compelled  to  shut  its  doors,  and  close 
the  oouoem.  All  crimes  not  enumerated  in 
the  constitotioa  would  be  stricken  from  the 
statute  book ;  the  embargo  would  have  been 
declared  inoperative ;  tbe  2Gtb  section  of  the 
Judiciary  act  would  have  been  rendered  void ; 
the  Cumberland  road,  and  subscriptions  to  o&- 
nals,  grants  of  land,  and  all  internal  improve- 
ment, would  have  Iwen  suspended  on  the  veto 
of  a  single  State.  Tbe  Judiciary  law  could  not 
have  bMU  repealed,  and  Louisiana  and  Flor- 
ida ooold  not  nave  been  acquired. 

Such  is  the  tit  it>«rlim,  that  it  is  extremely 
difficult  to  get  more  than  a  bare  m^ority  for 
any  measure.  Some  do  not  like  Its  principle 
or  its  policy  :  some  are  indisposed  to  change : 
some  do  not  like  tbe  tjme  or  the  mode  of  pro- 
posing it.  There  are  always  reasons  enough 
for  opposing  any  propositioa.  Most  great 
questions  in  deliberate  bodies  are  carried  by 
smsll  majorities.  The  embargo — the  war — the 
bank—the  tariff,  ore  striking  instances.  The 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  was  adopted 
in  Virginia,  89  to  ?9.  Her  late  constitution  , 
was  passed  by  a  m^ority  of  only  IS.  It  can- 
not, therefore,  he  reasonably  expected  that 
three-fourths  of  the  States  will  ever  conoor  in 
granting  any  power  to  Congress  that  may  be 
previously  declared  unconstitutional.  The  pow- 
ers of  the  Qovemment  will  be  constantly  frit- 
tered away,  until  it  baa  no  power  to  do  good — 
no  means  to  protect — no  energy  to  act — no 
principle  of  union. 

But  b  the  theory  true,  that,  when  the  ma- 
jority has  pronounced,  and  tbe  presumptuous 
are  all  in  favor  of  the  law,  and  it  is  suspended 
at  tbe  instance  of  a  single  State,  that  Congress 
are  to  be  presumed  in  error,  and  must  obttun 
the  sanction  of  three-fourths  of  the  States  1  Is 
it  not  rather  more  compatible  with  the  theory 
and  principles  of  the  Government,  that  the 
complaining  party,  tlie  resisting  State,  sbonld 
call  the  convention,  and  make  the  appeal,  and 
assure  herself  that  she  is  right?  A  minority 
oan  repeal  the  law,  and  save  further  trouble. 

This  negative  is  supposed  to  be  necessary  to 
the  secnrity  of  the  States,  and  the  protection  of 
the  minority ;  but  its  real  operation  will  be  to 
destroy  the  force  and  energy  of  the  admlnistra- 
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tion.  "  What  tDSf,  at  first  Bight,  appear  a 
edj,  is,  in  realitj,  a  poison :  to  gire  the  m 
itj  a  negative  npon  the  m^ority,  which 
wajs  the  case  when  more  than  a  majority  is 
requisite  to  a  decision,  is,  in  its  tendency,  to 
eabject  the  eecse  of  the  greater  number  to  that 
of  the  lesser.  Congress,  (under  the  confedera- 
tion,) from  the  non-attendance  of  a  few  States, 
have  been  frequently  in  the  situation  of  the 
Polish  Diet,  when  a  single  veto  has  been  snffi- 
dent  to  pat  a  stop  to  all  their  movements. 
The  sixtieth  part  of  the  Union  has  several  times 
been  able  to  oppose  an  entire  bar  to  its  opera- 
tions. This  is  one  of  those  refinements  which, 
In  practice,  has,  in  effect,  the  reverse  of  what 
is  expected  from  it  in  theory," — (lideraliit.) 

The  wise  men  who  framed  the  constitntion 
knew,  from  the  defects  and  infirmities  of  the 
confederation,  what  was  necessary  to  remedy 
the  errors  and  correct  the  e^  of  that  system. 
They  knew  that  it  had  been,  in  its  operation 
npoQ  States  only,  totally  inadeqoate  to  the  ob- 
ject of  its  institution ;  that  this  Qovermnent 
mnat  look  beyond  the  States,  and  operate  di- 
rectly tbroagh  the  agency  of  the  people,  and 
npon  the  people.  They  knew  the  necessity  of 
a  high  oonrt,  to  decide  all  qnestionH  arising 
under  it;  the  want  of  a  judiciary  power  crown- 
ed the  defects  of  the  confederation.  "  Laws 
are  a  dead  letter,  withont  conrts  to  expound 
and  define  their  true  meaning  and  operation." 
"  This  ia  more  necessary,  when  the  frame  of 
the  Oovemment  is  so  compounded  that  the 
laws  of  the  whoie  are  in  dwiger  of  being  con- 
travened by  the  laws  of  the  porta.  "--i(/'«j- 
eralitt.) 


thority  of  the  Union,  and  to  prevent  the 
cise  of  the  inhibited  powers  by  the  States,  and 
^  all  other  questions  which  it  was  foreseen  might 
ariee  under  the  new  Qovernment.  This  pre- 
sented a  question  of  exceeding  great  difficulty ; 
two  plans  were  proposed,  one  to  pve  power  to 
tiie  General  Government  to  revise  the  laws  of 
the  States,  and  the  other,  the  right  to  nse  force. 
Mr.  Pinokney  proposed,  "  to  render  those  pro- 
hibitions effectual,  the  Legislature  of  the  United 
States  shall  have  power  to  revise  the  laws  of  the 
several  States  that  may  be  supposed  to  infringe 
the  powera  exclusively  delegated  by  this  consti- 
tution to  Congress,  and  to  negative  and  annul 
anch  as  do." 

Mr.  Sandolpb  proposed — "  The  Legislature  to 
negative  all  laws  paesed  b^  the  several  States, 
contravening,  in  the  opinion  of  the  National 
Legislature,  the  articlee  of  union,  or  any  treaty, 
and  to  oalt  forth  the  force  of  the  Union  agunst 
any  member  of  the  Union  &iling  to  folhl  its 
duty  nnder  the  articles  thereof." 

Upon  more  mature  consideration,  however, 
it  was  determined  to  extend  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Supreme  Court  to  all  cases  that  could  arise 
under  the  ooostitation,  or  the  laws  or  treaties. 
It  was  essential  to  make  the  judiciary  power 
CO  eitenuve  with  the  legislative  power. 
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The  constitntjon,  therefore,  provided  that  tht 
jndidal  power  should  extend — 

I.  To  all  cases  in  law  and  equity  irisuig  im- 
der  the  constitution. 

3,  To  all  cases  under  the  laws  of  the  United 
States. 

8.  To  all  cases  nnder  treaties  made  by  them. 

4.  To  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  miak- 
ters,  and  consnia, 

6.  To  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritiiM 
jurisdietion. 

6.  Controverues  wherein  the  Failed  EtitM 
are  a  party. 

7.  Controver^es  between  two  or  more  Slalei 

8.  Controversiee  between  a  State  and  uti- 
zens  of  another  Slate. 

9.  Controversies  between  citizens  of  different 
States. 

10.  Controversies  between  citiieui  of  tb* 
State  claiming  lands  nnder  grants  of  differesl 
States. 

II.  Controversies  between  a  State  or  cibzci, 
and  foreign  States,  citizens,  or  sulnecta. 

Here  u  power  granted  to  try  all 'imigintU* 
cases  that  can  be  described ;  all  cases  in  taw  wd 
equity,  admiralty,  or  maritime  jnrisdictioni  ill 
that  arise  nnder  the  laws  and  constitution,  uA 
treaties,  and  then  it  extends  to  all  coDtro«er«u 
in  which  the  United  Btates  may  be  a  pirtj, 
and  especially  those  that  arise  under  the  con- 
etitution  and  in  execution  of  the  laws.  Ci/tt, 
in  general,  must  operate  upon  individnslg  icd 
corporations,  and  not  npoa  sovereign  Stil«>- 
Thus,  for  example,  nnder  the  tari^  if  poodi 
are  introduced  and  not  entered,  they  will  be 
seized  under  the  revenue  laws~-tben  it  ii  i 

Sueation  in  law  arising  nnder  the  laws  of  the 
'nited  States :  if  they  resist  the  seizure,  it  it 
opposition  to  the  laws  ;  the  courts  will  proceed 
to  judgment,  and  the  Preudeut  is  authwiieil  U> 
call  on  the  Executives  of  the  States  for  ibe  mi- 
litia to  execute  the  laws.  If  they  refiw  th« 
militia,  on  the  call  of  the  President,  tben  it  is 
the  Uassachnsetts  case ;  if  they  oppoM  the 
laws  by  force,  how  will  they  escape  the  erime 
of  treason,  and  how  will  that  differ  from  die 
Western  insurrection  t  And  all  these  tre  eoa- 
troTcrsies  to  which  the  United  States  are  * 
party ;  if  they  enter  the  goods,  and  suit  a  ii- 
stituted  on  the  bond,  the  court  will  hear  wj 
defence,  but  they  must  decide,  althoogh  ibe 
constitution,  the  power  of  the  United  State*,  or 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  State,  may  be  inci- 
dentally drawn  in :  when  judgment  is  obtuied, 
and  execution  issued,  notwithstanding  a  Eo^er- 
eign  State  may  be  interested,  by  her  aetnts,  it 
must  be  executed  as  in  the  Pennsylvauia  ca^ 
'  which  I  shall  presently  advert. 
It  was  undoubtedly  the  intention  of  the  con- 
ntion  to  constitute  a  Supreme  Court  to  ee- 
dde  all  qnestions  of  law  or  sovereign^,  ind 
the  words  are  as  general  and  as  ample  uth* 
language  admits.  But,  in  addition  to  tbii,  il 
is  file  duty  of  the  President  to  take  ck*  IW 
the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  Con^ 
have  power  to  provide,  and  they  have  providW) 
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thit  tlie  President  maj  call  forth  the  militia  to 
eiMotfi  the  laws  of  the  Union,  annprees  inrar- 
rectioai,  and  repel  inrosionB.  Besides,  the 
CoDgnBa  hsTe  power  to  anspend  the  lnAetu 
coiput  in  cases  of  rehellion  and  InTasion.  This 
aDperintending  power  of  the  Oovernment  was 
QDQerstood  perfectly  hj  the  fraraere  of  it.  To 
•ecare  the  cituenB  of  the  respective  States  from 
being  punishable  as  traitors  to  the  United 
States,  when  acting  eiprcssly  in  obedience  to 
the  iDthority  of  their  own  State,  it  was  pro- 
posed, in  the  convention,  to  add :  "  Provided 
that  no  act  or  acts  done  bj  one  or  more  of  the 
States  against  the  United  Btates,  or  by  any  cit- 
iioi  of  any  one  of  the  United  States,  imder  the 
authority  of  one  or  more,  shall  be  deemed  trea- 
Mo,  or  ponisbed  as  mch ;  bnt,  in  case  of  war 
being  levied  by  one  or  more  of  the  States, 
Igainat  the  United  Stfttes,  the  condnct  of  each 
par^  towards  tiie  other  and  their  adherents, 
rei^>ectively,  shall  be  regnlated  by  the  laws  of 
war  and  of  nations  " — which  was  not  adopted ; 
which  sufficiently  explains  the  views  of  the 
KHivention.  Bnt,  after  the  ad<mtion  of  the 
oonstitntion,  the  State  of  North  Carolina  pro- 
posed as  an  amendment,  that  no  State  ahould 
be  declared  in  rebellion  bat  by  the  consent  of 
two-thirds  of  the  States  present — which  was 
also  not  adopted. 

If  this  is  Uie  tme  interprelAtion  of  the  met 
ing  of  the  constitution,  they  will  take  np 
themselves  a  heavy  responsibility  who  nndi 
take,  npon  a  mere  abstract  theory  of  right,  to 
Kdst  or  to  interfere  with  the  regular  and  legal 
c^ratioos  and  functions  of  the  different  branch- 
es of  the  Government,  at  the  will  and  pie 

of  the  States.     Having  entered  into  civ 

dety,  and  distributed  the  power  into  different 
hands,  they  contract  the  obligation  of  obe- 
dience; they  are  boond  by  the  constitution 
which  they  have  sworn  to  snpport. 

This  qnestlon  is  redaeed  to  a  narrow  com- 
pass. The  right  to  resist  a  nsnrpation,  or  a 
tyranny,  is  not  denied ;  the  right  to  nse  all  the 
peaceful  modes  of  redress,  not  doubted.  It  has 
been  admitted  that  the  Supreme  Court  may 
decide  all  eases  between  individuals.  Bnt  it  is 
said  the  States  now  claim  the  right  to  decide 
when  the  General  Government  exceed  their 
acthority,  becanse  that  is  a  sovereign  power. 
I  have  endeavored  to  show  that  the  power  to 
decide  all  questions  imder  the  constitution  has 
been  conferred  on  the  Supreme  Court ;  and,  if 
BO,  the  question  is  conclnded,  whatever  may  be 
Ok  form  of  the  Government. 

If  this  is  a  pure  and  simple  confederation  of 
States,  they  are  bound  by  the  constitution,  by 
all  they  have  stipulated,  and  they  are  obliged 
by  their  duty  and  by  their  oath  to  submit  to 
the  court  all  matters  of  which  they  have  juris- 
diction ;  that  is.  every  case  arising  under  the 
conetitntion  and  laws,  and  every  controversy 
to  which  the  United  States  are  a  party ;  md 
they  M«,  moreover,  bound  to  show  that,  to  de- 
cide on  the  unconstitntionality  of  a  law  is  an 
azoeption,  and  not  indnded  in  this  grant ;  they 


are  bound  to  show  that,  in  such  a  nnion  of  State^ 
for  certain  great  objects,  each  State  has  a  right 
to  decide,  definitely,  for  herself  when  the  power 
is  exceeded.  The  convention  intended  to  pro- 
vide for  all  cases  that  oould  occur ;  if  they  have 
fuled  t«  remedy  the  evil  that  was  foreseen,  the; 
have  made  a  Government  which,  instead  at 
being  a  splendid  fabric  of  human  invention,  ia 
utterly  impracticable,  and  which  most  exist 
oiJy  by  the  forbearance  of  the  States. 

This  was  the  defect  of  the  oonfederatdon ;  it 
had  not  the  sanction  of  the  people ;  it  was  raU- 
Sed  only  by  the  State  Legislatures ;  and,  there* 
fore,  reasoning  &om  these  theories  of  Govern- 
ment, it  was  said  each  Legislature  had  a  right 
to  repeal  the  law,  and  thereby  annul  the  con-, 
federation.  It  ia  said,  in  reply  to  tikis,  in  the* 
Federalist: 

"  However  gross  a  heresy  it  nmj  be  to  muntain 
thkt  ■  party  to  a  compact  hu  a  right  to  revoke 
that  compact,  the  doctrine  itself  has  had  respectable 
advocatcB.  The  posdbillty  of  a  qQeatioQ  of  this  na- 
ture proves  tbe  necesmty  of  bying  the  foandatlona 
of  the  NaUoDal  Qoverument  deeper  tban  in  the 
mere  Banctioo  of  delegated  anthority.  But  the 
fkbric  of  American  Empue  oaght  to  rest  on  the 
■olid  basis  of  the  coueent  of  the  peo^e.  The 
streams  of  national  power  oaght  to  flow  immediate- 
ly from  the  pure  original  foobtvn  of  all  legitunate 
authority." 

The  right  of  a  State  to  aminl  a  law  of  Con- 
gress must  moreover  depend  on  their  showing 
that  this  is  a  mere  oonfederation  of  States; 
which  has  not  been  done,  and  oannot  be  said 
to  be  true,  although  it  should  not  appear  to  bo 
absolutely  a  Government  of  the  people.  It  ia 
by  no  means  necessary  to  push  the  argument, 
as  to  tbe  character  of  the  Government,  to  its 
utmost  limit ;  the  ground  has  been  taken,  and 
maintuned  with  great  force  of  reasoning,  that 
tjiis  Government  is  the  agent  of  the  supreme 
power,  the  people.  It  is  sufficient  for  the  ar- 
gument that  this  ia  not  a  compact  of  States ;  it 
may  be  assumed  that  it  is  neither  strictly  a 
confederation  nor  a  National  Government:  it 
is  compounded  of  both — it  is  an  anomaly  in  the 
political  world — an  experiment  growing  out  of 
onr  peculiar  circumstances — a  compromise  of 
principles  and  opinions — it  is  partly  federal, 
partly  national. 

"  The  proposed  consUtatioQ  Is,  io  itrictness,  nu- 
ther  national  nor  fedeial;  it  is  a  compoution  of 
both  ;  In  its  foundatioa,  it  is  federal,  not  national ; 
in  the  lourceB  from  which  the  ordinary  powers  of 
the  Govemment  are  drawn,  it  is  partly  federal,  part- 
ly national ;  in  the  operation  of  these  powers,  it  is 
national,  not  federal;  in  the  mode  of  amendment, 
it  is  neither  wholly  federal  nor  wholly  nationaL'' 

This  was  the  great  question  solved  by  the 
convention :  whether  this  Qoverument  should 
be  a  confederation,  founded  on  an  eqnality  of 
States,  or  ii  Union,  upon  the  principle  of  popn- 
ktion.  The  lat^  States  contended  for  a  rep- 
resentation of  the  paople,  the  small  States  for 
equality  of  States.   The  parties  were  nearly  bal- 
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AQced,  tuid  upon  tliU  ground  the  great  etrnggli 
Tos  condaoted.  A  mqjoritj  of  the  people 
oonld  not  consent  to  be  governed  b;  a  minontj 
in  the  great  conoerns  of  thiB  Government; 
while  the  snuUl  Statee  thought  their  safety  con- 
BiBted  in  maintaining  their  equal  share  of  the 
power,  A  miy'ority  of  the  convention  was  in 
favor  of  the  popolu'  prinoiple ;  the  House  of 
Repreeentatives  was  fonned  upon  a  represen- 
tation of  the  people ;  the  States  were  equally 
divided  in  the  formation  of  the  Senate,  whitji 
led  to  a  compromiBe,  by  which  that  branch 
was  formed  on  the  principle  of  equality  of 
States,  and  the  election  of  President  was  ren- 
dered, in  the  first  instance,  popolar,  but  upon  a 


as  too  defective  to  remedy ;  the  federative  prin- 
ciple was  retained,  so  far  as  to  protect  the 
rights  of  the  small  States,  while  it  preserved 
those  of  tbe  people  of  the  large  States,  by  the 
division  and  organization  of  the  Legislative  de- 
partment, by  which  no  law  or  treaty  oaa  be 
made  without  the  cononrreQce  of  a  m^ority  of 
the  people  and  of  the  States.  The  rights  of 
both  were  farther  protected  by  the  veto  of  the 
Eiecative.  The  States  are  a  part  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  the  Government,  and  constitnte 
rt  whole,  and  "  a  more  perfect  Union," 
the  style  of  "  We  the  people  of  the  United 
States,"  This  Government,  thus  constituted  for 
certata  purposes,  acta  for  the  people  collec- 
tively, and  directly  upon  the  people  of  the 
Union,  without  any  reference  to  the  States. 
It  does  not  act  by  States,  or  upon  the  States. 
It  levies  taxes,  imposla,  and  dntiee,  upon  the 
people;  it  administerB  justice  in  the  States, 
~pon  individuals ;  it  commands  the  militia,  &c, 
ow,  having  entered  into  this  Government,  by 
whatever  name  it  may  be  known,  so  checked 
and  balanced,  with  so  many  guanls  and  pre- 
cautions, what  is  the  principle  upon  which  it  is 
founded!  Certainly,  that  a  majority  of  the 
people  and  of  the  States  sbould  pass  all  laws, 
and  that  these  sbonld  be  the  snpreme  laws  of 
the  land,  and  that  every  question  of  power 
under  the  constitntioD  and  laws  should  oe  de- 
cided by  the  Supreme  Court 

This,  I  think/has  been  shown  by  the  substi- 
tntion  of  the  Supreme  Conrt  ia  the  place  of 
the  other  modes  reoonuneoded,  to  dve  Oon- 
^ress  the  control  of  the  State  laws 


Z 


'aich  the  United  States  are  a  partj ;  by  the 
cotemporaneons  construction  of  the  constitn- 
tion  in  the  Judiciary  Act ;  by  declaring  the 
laws  Bopreme ;  by  giving  the  President  power 
to  call  out  the  militia^and  making  it  his  duty 
to  execute  the  laws.  The  court  has  uniformly 
exeroised  jurisdiotion,  which  has  been  ap- 
proved, on  an  open  appeal  to  the  States.  The 
President  has  carried  tie  judgments,  by  force, 
into  effect  The  State  tribnnds  have  acknowl- 
edged the  authority,  and  such  is  now  the  opin- 
ion of  three-fonrtbs  of  the  people  and  of  the 
States  of  this  Union. 


It  was  believed,  by  those  who  fnmed  Ili« 
constitution,  that  the  laws  would  be  (Dpr«Di^ 
and  would  be  enforced  by  the  Nsli<mil  Ju- 
diciary. Vr.  Uonroe,  in  bis  Hesesge,  in  D^ 
oembw,  1S24,  says,  the  Supreme  Coort  "de- 
cides, in  the  last  resort,  on  all  great  qnesdoBi 
which  arise  under  our  constitution,  involciiig 
those  betweeu  the  United  States,  individull;, 
between  the  States  and  the  United  Stttee." 
Chief  Justice  Spence,  19  Johnson  J64,  uti,  "I 
consider  that  court  as  paramount,  when  deddiog 
on  an  article  of  the  constitntion,  eud  sa  laa 
Congreas  passed  under  its  express  iiyunctioiL" 

In  the  case  of  Cohens  vs.  Yir^nia,  "  It  (iht 
counsel)  muntuns  that,  admitting  the  coostHn- 
tion  and  laws  to  have  been  violated  bj  the 
judgment,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  the  Goicni' 
ment  to  apply  a  corrective.  They  mainlui 
that  the  nation  does  not  posaesa  a  oeMriment 
capable  of  restraining,  peaceably,  ana  bj  U' 
thority  of  law,  any  attempts  which  mv  t* 
made,  by  a  part,  against  the  legitimate  poirffs 
of  the  whoie ;  ana  that  the  Govenunent  a  re- 
duced to  the  alternative  of  submitting  to  sncfa 
attempta,  or  of  resisting  them  by  force ;  Itty 
maintain  that  the  Constitution  of  the  Cniirf 
States  has  provided  no  tribunal  for  the  fiul 
construction  of  itself  or  of  the  laws  or  trtsliK 
of  the  nation,  but  that  this  power  maj  be  ei- 
ercised,  in  the  last  resort,  by  the  courts  of 
every  State  in  the  Union."  The  court,  bow- 
ever,  decided  in  favor  of  the  power  of  tin 

It  hae  been  objected  by  the  gentlemm  fiom 
South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Smts,)  that  a  hire  mi- 
jority  of  the  Supreme  Court  may  decide  Uw 
most  important  questions  of  State  righla.  Ib« 
answer  is,  that  no  provision  was  nude  in  the 
constitution ;  none  was  thought  necessuy-  !■ 
is  in  the  power  of  Congress  at  all  liia«.  '* 
change  it,  and  to  require  a  hirga  latjonlj. 
This  bas  been  tried,  and  always  resieted. 

It  is  objected,  that,  when  the  court  is  torn- 
posed  of  seven,  there  may  be  three  on  ewh 
side,  and  one  may  decide ;  but  this  is  liTOrable 
to  tie  States :  for  if  they  affirm  the  constitt- 
tionality  of  a  law,  Ibey  only  sanction  whit  h« 
been  previously  declared  by  all  tl»  oUier 
branches  of  the  Government.  If  a  mMontjw 
I  member  decides  against  the  law,  hit  ojnii- 
oonntervails  the  weight  of  all  the  i»W'"2 
by  which  the  law  was  passed ;  so  that,  *™n 
the  constitutionality  of  a  law  is  doubted,  a  (in- 
gle member,  when  there  is  a  disagreemMit,  mij 
decide  agunst  the  power  of  the  GoveniBMt 
If  more  Oian  a  mqjority  are  required  to  d«l»« 
a  State  law  onconstitntioDal,  by  pari^  ?f^ 
Boa  more  than  B  mt^orit]'  must  be  repaired  to 
declare  an  act  of  Congress  nnctHutitutJoiul.   _ 

Having  eiamined  the  question  npoa  pnnn- 
ple,  let  us  see  if  there  is  any  precedent  or  au- 
thority for  it.  I  believe  there  are  but  two  pfl^ 
tlemen  who  have  avowed  the  opinion,  i" 
gentleman  flfom  Now  Hampshire  marched  boW- 
ly  up  to  the  very  boundary  of  the  question  «« 
stopped  short  j  he  refused  to  vouch  ftr  ™ 
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aaUitjing  power,  bj  which  I  infer  It  is  not,  in 
bis  opinion,  the  tme  demooratio  doctrine. 

There  is  no  precedent  eicept  the  Vb^Ia 
and  Kentnckj  resolntions;  they  sre  merel}' 
dedantory  that  the  8tst«fl  are  partteB  to  the 
ctonpact,  and  that,  in  oase  of  a  palpable,  dan- 
gerona,  and  deliberate  Tiolation  of  the  oonsti- 
tntion,  the  Btate  has  a  right  to  interpose.  Bnt 
howt  By  annulling  the  lawl  No;  bnt  by 
declaring  the  act  of  Gongreas  nnoonstitntioou, 
and  referring  the  qnestion  to  the  other  Btat«a. 
It  is  a  protest  on  we  part  of  the  State,  and  an 
appeal  from  Congress  to  the  Btate  anthoritiee, 
who  are  also  parties.  The  lost  Virginia  reso- 
htion  is  in  these  words,  after  eTpreeaing  the 
most  sincere  affection  for  their  brethren  of  the 
other  States;  "The  General  Asaembly  doth 
solemnly  appeal  to  the  like  disporitions  of  the 
other  States,  in  confidence  that  they  will  oon- 
fer  with  this  Goromoawealth  in  dedaring,  as  it 
does  hereby  declare,  that  the  acta  afbresud  are 
onconstitDtional,  and  that  the  neaesBory  and 
proper  measures  will  be  taken  by  eaoh,  for  co- 
operating with  this  State,  in  maintaining,  nn- 
impaired,  the  anthoritiea,  rights,  and  Ubertiee, 
reserved  to  the  States,  respectiTely,  or  to  the 
people ;"  and  for  this  purpose  they  were  trans- 
mitted to  the  seversl  States. 

In  the  debate,  Mr.  Meroer  said :  "  The  State 
believed  that  some  of  ite  righta  had  been  in- 
Tsded  by  the  late  acts  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment, and  proposed  a  remedy,  whereby  to  ob-> 
tain  a  repeal  of  them.  The  plan  cont^ed  in 
the  resolntioDS  appeared  the  most  advisable ; 
force  was  not  thought  of  by  any  one,"  "  Noth* 
icg  seemed  more  likely  to  produce  a  temper  in 
Congress  for  a  repeal,  Uian  a  declaration  similar 
to  t^e  one  before  the  comnuttee,  made  by  a 
majority  of  Btates^  or  by  several  of  them." 
"  We  do  not  wish,*'  (said  Mr.  M.,)  "  to  be  the 
arm  of  the  people's  discontent,  bnt  to  ose  their 
voice."  "  They  (the  States)  can  readily  com- 
monicate  with  each  other  in  the  different  States, 
and  nnite  their  common  forces  for  the  protec- 
tion of  their  common  liberty."  Mr.  Barbonr 
eud :  "  The  gentleman  &om  Prince  Qeorge  had 
remarked,  that  these  resolutions  invited  the 
people  to  insnrrecUon  and  to  arms ;  bat,  if  he 
conld  conceive  that  the  consequences  foretold, 
would  grow  out  of  the  measnre,  he  would  be- 
come ite  bitterest  enemy:"  "but  it  would  ap- 
pear by  reference  to  the  leading  feAtnre  in  the 
resolations,  which  was  their  being  addressed, 
not  to  the  people,  hot  to  the  sister  States,  pray- 
ing, in  a  pacific  way,  their  co-operation  in  ar- 
resting the  teodency  and  effect  of  unconstitn- 
tiooal  laws," 

General  Lee  said :  "  If  the  law  was  nncon- 
Btitntional,  he  admitted  the  right  of  interposi- 
tion ;  Day,  it  was  their  dnty ;  ever^  good  citi- 
zen was  boond  to  uphold  them  m  fair  and 
friendly  exertions  to  correct  an  iqjnry  lo 
serious  and  pernicious." 

But  the  object  of  these  resolntions  is 

Nearly        '       -■=■■-     -'   '— ■-   ■--  "- 
Taylor 
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his  reply  to  the  apprehennons  of  civil  commo- 
tion, to  which  the  resolutions  were  said  to  hava 
a  tendency,  he  stud :  "  Are  the  repnblicana 
possessed  of  fleets  and  armies  t  if  not,  to  what 
could  they  appeal  for  defence  and  mpportt 
To  nothing  but  public  opinion ;  if  that  shonld 
be  against  them,  they  must  yield.  They  had 
ottered  what  they  conceived  to  be  truth,  in 
firm,  yet  decent,  language ;  and  they  had  Tinr- 
sned  a  system  which  was  only  on  appeal  to 
public  opmion." 

He  muutdned  that  the  fifth  article  of  the 
oonstitution  hod  provided  a  remedy  against  en- 
croachments, by  Congress  on  the  States,  and 
upon  the  rights  of  eu^i  other.  By  the  article, 
"  two-thirds  of  Congress  may  c^  upon  the 
fitates  tbr  an  explanation  of  any  such  contro- 
versy as  the  present,  by  way  of  amendment  to 
the  constitation,  and  thos  correiTt  an  erroneous 
construction  of  its  own  acts,  by  a  minority  of 
the  States,  while  two-thirds  of  the  States  are 
also  allowed  to  compel  Coogresg  to  call  a  con- 
vention, in  oase  so  many  shonld  think  an 
amendment  neoMssry  for  Uie  purpose  of  check- 
ing the  nnconstitutional  acta  of  that  body." 
He  sud,  "  the  will  of  the  people  and  the,  will  of 
the  States  were  made  the  constitutionBi  referee 
in  the  case  under  consideration.  The  State 
was  pursuing  the  only  possible  and  ordinary 
mode  of  ascertaining  Uie  opinon  of  two-thirds 
of  the  States,  by  declaring  its  own,  and  asking 
theirs.  He  hoped  these  reprobated  laws  would 
be  sacrificed  to  quiet  the  apprehennons  even  of 
a  single  State,  without  the  necessity  of  a  con- 
vention, or  a  mandate  ftom  three-fonrths  of 
the  States.  He  said,  "  firmness  and  modera- 
Idon  oonld  only  produce  a  desirable  coincidence 
between  the  Statee."  "  llmidity  would  be  as 
didionorable  as  the  violent  measures,  which 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  recommended  in 
cases  of  constitntional  infractions,  would  be  im- 
moral and  unconstitutional." 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  is  nothing  in  these 
resolutions  that  looks  to  the  right  of  the  Btate 
of  Virginia  herself  to  annul  an  act  of  Oongrew; 
on  the  contrary,  it  is  the  very  reverse.  It  is  a 
declaraKon,  that  the  law,  in  their  opinion,  vio- 
lates the  constitution ;  that  the  Btate  has  a 
right,  as  a  party  to  the  compact,  to  interpose, 
by  referring  it  to  the  consideration  of  the  other 
parties  to  the  compact :  the  language  is  too 
plain,  and  too  explicit,  to  require  comment. 

Two  very  important  amendmeats  were  intro- 
duced, which  evinced  still  farther  that  it  woa 
not  their  intention  to  annul  the  laws,  or  to 
daim  the  right  to  interpose  in  that  way.  The 
first  was  :  they  declared,  in  the  first  of  the  res- 
olutions, that  the  alien  and  sedition  laws  were 
unconstitutional,  and  not  law,  but  utterly  null 
and  void,  end  of  no  force  or  effect.  These  nul- 
lifying expressionB  were  stricken  out,  upon  the 
motion  of  Ur.  Taylor  himself.  They  were,  no 
doubt,  originally  inserted  merely  to  express  the 
opinion  that  the  necessary  effect  of  their  being 
unconstitutional  was  that  they  were  not  law, 
and  nnll  and  void ;  bnt  it  is  indent  it  woa  not 
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in  the  contemplation  of  the  Le^slatnre  or  of 
the  author  of  them,  that  the  liej^filature,  who 
wM  merelj  Babmitting  the  eubject  bj  wiy  of 
appeal  to  tlie  other  States,  could  make  the  laws 
void  by  their  deolaration.  Mr.  Tajlor  a^d  the 
plan  proposed  might  OTentuate  in  a  oonveatlon. 
He  did  not  admit  or  contemplate  tJiat  a  con- 
Tentioa  might  be  called ;  he  only  eaid  that,  if 
Congress,  upon  being  addressed  to  have  the 
laws  repealed,  should  persist,  thej  might,  bj  a 
concurrence  of  three-foorths  of  the  States,  be 
compelled  to  o^  a  conrention.  The  second 
amendment  was  in  the  third  clause:  "The 
oompaot  in  which  tlie  States  alone  are  parties." 
The  word  alone,  stricken  out  on  the  motion  of 
Hr.  Giles.  It  had  been  said  that  the  people  only 
were  the  parties  to  tbe  compact,  and  the  reeo- 
lotion  declu«d  that  States  alone  were  parUea. 
Ur.  Qilea  said,  "  the  General  Government  was 
partlj  f^  each  kind ;"  and,  therefore,  moved  to 
strike  out  alone. 

The  opinion  of  Ur.  Jefferson,  which  has  been 
qnoted  in  this  debate,  relative  to  calling  a 
mention,  the  proper  arbiter  in  questions  of 
ereignty,  correspond  with  those  of  the  Legisla- 
ture. In  bis  letter  t«  W.  0.  Nicholas,  in  Sep- 
tember, 1799.  tben  about  to  proceed  to  Ken- 
tncky,  direoting  what  was  necessary  to  avoid 
tlie  inference  or  acqmescence,  and  to  procure  a 
concert  in  the  gener^  plan  of  action,  he  recom- 
mended resolntiona,  first,  answering  the  com- 
mittee of  Oongresa  and  the  Statea  tr^t  replied : 
second,  making  protestation  against  the  prece- 
dent and  principle,  and  reserving  the  right  of 
making  this  palpable  violation  of  the  Federal 
compact  the  ground  of  doing  in  fatore  what- 
ever we  might  now  rightfully  do,  should  repe- 
titions of  these  and  other  violations  of  the  com- 
pact render  it  expedient :  third,  expressing,  in 
affectionate  and  conciliatory  language,  our 
warm  attachment  to  the  Union  with  onr  mster 
Statea,  and  to  the  instmment  and  principles  by 
which  we  are  united."  He  says,  "  Mr  Uadison 
doea  not  concur  in  the  reservation  proposed 
above,  and  from  tliis  I  recede  readily,  not  only 
in  deference  to  bis  judgment,  but  because,  as  we 
abonid  never  think  of  sepvation,  but  for  re- 
peated and  enormous  violation,  so  these,  when 
they  occur,  will  be  cauae  enough  of  tiiem- 
Belvea." 

I  hold  in  my  hand  a  letter  from  George 
Nicholas,  of  Kentnokj,  in  November,  1T9B. 
He  was  a  conspicuous  member  of  the  Virginia 
convention — an  able  lawyer  and  statesman — a 
distin^ished  republican,  and  a  leading  and  in- 
fluential man,  in  the  daj  of  the  Kentucky  reso- 
Intions.  I  read  from  this  letter  to  ^ow  the 
views  then  entertained  of  the  remedy  agiunet 
unconstitutional  laws.  "  If  yon  bad  been  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  citizens  of  Eentacky, 
yon  would  have  known  that  there  was  no  just 
cause  to  apprehend  an  improper  oppoaitjon  to 
the  laws  from  them.  The  laws  we  complain 
of  may  be  divided  into  two  dasses,  those  whiob 
we  admit  to  be  constitutional,  but  conrider  as 
impolitic,  and  those  which  we  believe  to  be 


nnconstitntional,  md  therefore,  do  not  troubl* 


oorselves  to  inquire  as  to  their  policy,  I 
we  consider  them  aa  absolute  nullittea.  Th« 
first  class  of  laws  having  received  the  sanction 
of  a  minority  of  the  Representatives  of  the  peo- 

Sle  of  tLe  Btat«B,  we  conuder  aa  binding  on  os^ 
owever  we  differ  in  opinion  from  those  who 
passed  them  as  to  their  policy ;  and  although 
we  will  exerdse  our  undoubted  right  of  remock- 
strating  against  such  laws,  and  demanding  their 
repeal  aa  far  aa  onr  numbers  will  justify  os  in 
making  such  a  demand,  we  wiU  obey  then 
with  promptitude,  and  to  the  extreme  of  onr 
abilities,  so  long  as  they  continue  in  forccu  As 
to  the  second  class  of  the  unconstitutional  law^ 
although  we  consider  them  aa  dead  letters,  and, 
therefore,  that  we  might  legally  nae  force  in  op- 
position to  any  attempts  to  execute  tbem ;  yet, 
we  contemplate  no  means  of  opposition,  evm 
to  tbose  unooostitutional  acta,  bnt  an  appeal  to 
the  real  laws  of  our  country.  As  long  as  onr 
excellent  constitution  shall  be  considered  as  ad- 
ored, by  any  department  of  onr  Government, 
the  liberties  of  our  country  are  safe,  and  every 
attempt  to  violate  them  may  be  defeated  by 
means  of  law,  without  force  or  tumult  of  any 
kind."  He  quotes  the  following  to  Hamilton: 
' "  The  complete  independence  ot  the  conrta  of 
Justice  is  peculiarly  essential  in  a  limited  consti- 
tution :  bv  a  limited  constitution  I  nnderttond 
one  whicn  contdns  specific  exceptions  to  the 
legislative  authority,  such,  for  instance,  as  that 
it  shall  pass  no  bill  of  attainder,  no  ex  pcit 
/aeto  law,  and  like;  limitations  of  this  kind 
can  be  preserved  in  practice  no  other  way  than 
through  the  medium  of  the  courts  of  justice 
whose  duty  it  must  be  to  declare  all  acta  oon- 
tTEuy  to  the  manifest  tenor  of  the  constitntioo 
void.  'Withoutthi3,allreservation9ofpartica1ar 
rights  or  privileges  amount  to  nothing."  "  It 
is  more  rational  to  suppose  tiiat  the  courts  were 
designed  to  be  an  intermediate  body  between 
the  people  and  the  Lerislatm^  in  order,  among 
other  tilings,  to  keep  the  latter  within  the  Um- 
ita  as^gn^  to  QKa  authority.  The  interpre- 
tation of  the  law  is  the  proper  and  pecnliar 
province  of  the  cODTta.  A  constitutioD  ia,  in 
fact,  and  must  be  regarded  by  the  jndgea  a^  a 
fundamental  law.  It  tlierefore  belongs  to  them 
'    ascertain  its  meaning,  as  well  as  the  mcAning 


any  irreconwiable  variance  between  tbe  two, 
that  which  has  the  superior  obligation  and  va- 
lidity ought,  of  conrse,  to  be  preferrod;  w,  in 
other  words,  tiie  constitution  ought  to  be  pre- 
ferred to  the  statute,  the  intention  of  th»  peo- 
ple to  the  intention  of  their  agenta.  As  long^ 
tberefore,  as  the  Federal  courts  retain  their 
honesty  and  independence,  onr  constitntion  and 
our  liberties  are  safe ;"  "  but  re^stance  ought 
not  to  be  appealed  to,  except  in  cases  of  extreme 
danger  and  necessity :  let  all  good  men  onite 
tiieir  efforts  to  prevent  the  United  States  from 
being  brought  to  that  crisis." 
On  the  lith  November,  1799,  four  d»ya  aAv 
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this  tetter,  Ibe  KentDoky  Lepslatare  entered 
its  solemn  protest  agsioat  the  Uws  which  had 
been  declarod  nnconstitiiUonBl.  The  States  of 
Marjland  and  Ohio  had  qnestions  about  the 
Bank  of  the  United  States,  which  vere  sabmit- 
ted  to  the  Sapreme  Oonrt  The  oonstitation- 
ality  of  the  embargo,  -whicli  involved  an  im- 
meiue  amonnt,  was  settled  by  the  Supreme 
Coort.  In  fine,  every  qaestion  that  haa  arisen 
in  forty  years,  under  the  constitotion,  baa  been 
satisfactorily  settled ;  imd  they  have  establish- 
ed man;  great  and  diffionlt  principles,  which 
have  now  become  the  settled  role  of  oonstrna- 
lian  and  the  law  of  the  land ;  and  they  will  go 
on  in  the  eiecntion  of  this  hi|;h  duty,  until  tbey 
an  stopped  by  the  want  of  power  in  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  execnte  the  judgments  of  the  conrt, 
the  power  of  a  State  to  annol  the  laws  to  the 
CWitraT7  notwithataading. 
But,  happpily  for  na,  this  quesUon  of  the 

Soirer  of  the  conrt,  and  the  necessity  and  expe- 
iency  of  establishing  another  tribunal  to  de- 
cide on  cases  involving  the  sovereign  power  of 
the  two  Govemmenls,  has  been  formally  sub- 
mitted to  the  States,  in  a  strong  case,  by  a  largo 
State,  and  nnder  the  most  impoMng  forms ;  and 
was  aa  solemnly  r^ected.  The  State  of  Fenn- 
Eylvania,  io  1809,  complained  of  an  inMnge- 
ment  of  her  St^  rignts,  by  an  unconstitn- 
tiooal  exercise  of  power  in  the  United  States 
courts :  that  DO  provision  had  been  made  in  the 
eonstjtntion  for  determining  disputes  between 
the  General  uid  State  Govermnents,  by  an  im- 
partial tribnnal,  when  sooh  cases  occur.  The 
Legialatare 

"  Reaolved,  That  from  the  coostniction  which  the 
TTnited  States  courts  give  to  their  powers,  the  bar- 
nony  of  the  States,  if  they  resist  encroachmenti 
on  their  rights,  will  be  frequentlr  inteimpled ;  aad 
)£,  to  {wevent  this  evil,  they  ahould,  an  all  occaaioas, 
yield  to  atretehes  of  power,  the  reserved  rights  of 
the  Slatea  will  depend  on  the  arbitrary  power  of 
the  conrtB."  « 

"  To  prevent  tbe  balance  between  the  Qeneral 
and  Stat«  GavemmeDts  Irom  bdng  destroyed,  and 
the  harmony  of  the  Statea  from  beiog  interrupted, 
Bttolttd,  That  oar  Senators  in  Coogreu  be  instruct- 
ed, and  OUT  Kepreaeatatives  requested,  to  use  their 
iofliienca  to  procure  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tntioQ  of  the  United  States,  that  an  impartial  tribu- 
nal may  be  established  to  determine  disputes  be- 
tween die  General  and  State  Governments." 

Theoe  resolutions  were  submitted  to  all  the 
Statea.  I  hold  in  my  hand  the  answers  of  nine 
States,  refiinng  the  proposition,  to  wit:  Vir- 
ginia, Korth  Carolina,  Ukryland,  Georgia,  Ten- 
neaaee,  Kentucky,  New  'Jersey,  Vermont,  and 
New  Hamsphire,  without  one  affirmative  State, 
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Dtmalion*  to  Dtaf  arid  Dumb  Imlitutimt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  V*^(irn,  the  bill  making  an 
appropriation  of  a  township  of  land  for  the 
capped  of  the  Now  York  Institntion  for  tbo 
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The  question  being  ou  tbe  amendment  here* 
tofore  proposed  by  Ur.  UaKse,  to  embrace 
within  the  provisions  of  the  bill  the  institutions 
in  the  States  of  Pemiayl  vania  and  North  C^vUna, 

Hr.  BuBNXT  sufojiested  the  propriety  of  in- 
eluding  the  State  ox  Ohio,  which  had  petitioned 
for  a  umilar  appropriation  to  the  Deaf  and 
Domb  Asylum  of  that  State. 

Ur.  IfaUB  accepted  the  proposition  as  a  part 
of  hb  amendment. 

Mr.  DioKKBBoif  expressed  a  hope  that  hia 
State  (New  Jersey)  would  bo  added  to  the  pro- 
visions  of  the  biU. 

Mr.  BrBHsr  sud  he  woold  not  offer  any 
objections  to  this  proposition.  He  remarked, 
that,  to  avoid  the  trouble  of  introdncing  sepa- 
rate bills  in  relation  to  each  particnlar  State,  it 
would  be  well  to  embrace  all  which  bad  iosti- 
tntions  of  this  nature,  already  chartered,  and 
now  in  fall  operation. 

Mr.  EiHo  inquired  of  Mr.  Dioxusoir,  whether 
a  Deaf  and  Pomb  Institntion  had  been  ohar- 
tered  by  the  Legislature  of  New  Jersey,  as  this 
bLU  was  inlonded  for  institutions  already  incor* 
porated.  If  we  make  an  appropriation  for  one 
State,  why  not,  he  asked,  extend  the  provi- 
sions of  the  bill  to  all  the  States  where  these 
institntions  are  incorporated ! 

Mr.  DioEEBsoN  replied  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Mabkb  stated,  that,  in  Pennsylvania,  the 
institntion  was  incorporated  by  the  Legidatore 
many  years  ago,  and  possesses  an  annuity  of 
eight  thousand  dollars.  There  were  seventy- 
five  pupils  now  maintained  and  ednoated  In  it 
some  of  whom  were  from  New  Jersey  and 
Maryland.  By  the  last  oensos  it  appeared  there 
were  five  himdred  of  this  nnfortimate  clasa  of 
persons  for  whom  this  institution  was  designed, 
m  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  alone, 

Mr.  Kiiro  said  bo  would  move  to  recommit 
the  bill,  with  instructions  to  embrace  in  ita 
provisions  all  the  Statea  which  are  now  omit- 
ted. He  could  not  see  why  Congress  should  be 
called  npon  to  legialato,  session  after  session, 
for  individual  States.  If  it  be  the  intention  to 
continue  such  appropriations,  why  confine  tiiem 
to  particnlar  Spates  ?  He  moved  to  recommit 
the  bill,  to  indnde  all  the  States  which  now  are 
in,  BaA  which  may  hereafter  be  admitted  tnt<^ 
the  CnioD. 

Mr.  Sakpobd  said  tbe  bill  would  be  lost  for 
this  session,  if  now  recommitted,  as  proposed 
by  the  gentleman  from  Alabama,  and  he  hoped, 
althoagn  he  was  favorable  to  ita  objects,  that 
he  (Mr.  Eiso)  would  not  press  his  motion.  If 
the  bill  be  reported  agreeably  to  the  inatmo- 
titma.  it  may  come  before  us  too  lato  to  be 
acted  upon.  He  therefore  hoped  the  gentle- 
man would  consent  to  let  it  pass  as  it  is. 

Mr.  Babtom  moved  to  strike  out  all  after  the 
enacting  dause,  and  insert  a  substitute  embrac- 
ing all  Uie  Statea  not  already  provided  for  by 
such  grants. 

Mr.  £iNa  said  the  amondment  offered  by  Ur. 
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Bakton  perfeotlj  ansirered  the  oljecta  he  had 
in  Tiew,  and  he  would  therefore  witbdrav  his 
motion. 

Mi.  Baknabd  wreed  to  the  propriety  of  the 
proposiUon  of  Mr.  Babton,  bnt  thonght  the 
better  conrae  to  pnrane  wonld  be,  to  gife  these 
donations  of  lands  to  the  States  which  have 
already  incorporated  institntioaB  of  this  charac- 
ter, and  to  defer  proriding  for  other  States  ontU 
ther  shall  have  also  chartered  inatitntlons. 
Although  he  was  &vorable  to  the  objects  of  the 
amendment,  yet,  as  its  only  tendenoy  now 
wonld  be  to  embsrrass  the  bill,  he  hoped  it 
would  be  r^ected. 

Kr.  UoEiNixT  said  that,  so  for  from  the 
amendment  embarraasiDg  the  bill,  it  wonld 
relieye  it  from  all  embarrassment,  as  the  disposi- 
tion of  it  would  tend  to  establish  one  of  two 
prindples  in  relation  to  the  bill  itself;  that  is, 
whether  the  principles  of  it  aboold  be  adopted 
as  a  general  prindple,  or  raeoted  altc^uier. 
This  onpht  to  be  done ;  and  if  it  is  nsht  to 
appropriate  thns  for  one  State,  it  is  right  for 
all ;  amd  if  it  is  not  right  for  all,  it  is  not  right 
for  one.  It  wonld  be  incorrect  to  legislate 
in  favor  of  any  one  State,  as  it  is  oertfdn  that 
in  all  the  States  there  are  some  deaf  and  dnmb 
people  in  proportion  to  the  population  of  eaob. 
Let  the  principle  be  tested,  ne  sdd :  he  wonld 
vote  for  the  amendment,  as  it  wonld  have  that 
effect 

Mr.  LimasTON  considered  it  his  doty  to 
express  tiis  sentiments  on  this  bill.  By  it,  it 
is  intended  to  make  an  appropriation  of  the 
pnblio  lands  for  the  support  of  institntiona  of 
private  charity  in  individnal  States.  That  was 
the  object  of  the  bill,  and  nothing  else;  and 
looking  to  that  constitnUon  which  all  are  so 
anxions  to  preserve,  I  wonld  aak  (said  Mr.  L.) 
from  what  part  of  the  constitntion  this  anthor- 
ity  is  derived,  which  the  bill  proposes  to  eser- 
(nse.  These  are  pnblio  lands,  to  be  sure ;  bnt 
our  obligations  in  the  dispoaition  of  them,  are 
the  same  as  in  the  appropriation  of  the  nutds 
of  the  oonntiy.  The  constitntion  aays  we 
shall  dispose  of  the  public  fnnds  for  the  general 
wdfare.  Of  this,  there  are  two  aonatmctions : 
one  is,  that  these  tqipropriations  shall  be  made 
nnder  certain  expressed  powers  in  the  constita- 
tion  which  (Mr.  L.  said)  was  his  constmction ; 
and  the  other  was  the  liberal  doctrine — that 
Oongress  has  the  power  to  appropriate  for  pur- 
poses not  inimical  to  the  constitntion.  The 
public  lands  are  intended  for  the  benefit  of  all 
— for  the  common  benefit.  Where,  he  uked, 
was  the  difference  between  the  objects  for 
which  the  pnblic  lands  and  the  public  fnnds 
were  intended!  The  common  benefit  and  the 
l^erai  welfare  appeared  to  bim  to  be  sjnony- 
moos.  What,  then,  are  the  objects  of  this  bill  ? 
One  gentleman  proposes  to  ^ve  a  township  of 
the  pnblic  lands  to  one  State— next  it  is  pro- 
posed to  inclode  three  other  States ;  and  lastly, 
the  gentleman  from  Alabama  (Mr.  Eiks)  pro- 
poses to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  all 
the  Statea  of  the  Union,  and  to  those  which 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THB 
Dmatian to  DtitfaitdDunt  ImiUiitioiu. 


[Ana,  1S30, 

may  in  fntore  be  admitted  into  it.  Where,  ha 
asked,  was  the  authority  for  this,  but  in  those 
genera]  words  in  the  constitution,  "  the  com- 
mon benefit  I"  We  cannot  (said  Mr.  L.)  make 
this  appropriation  under  such  a  power ;  ud  if 
we  can  do  it,  my  ideas  of  the  constitution  have 
i>een  hitherto  grossly  erroneous.  My  idea  fa^ 
that  such  enbjects  ought  to  be  left  to  the  ear» 
of  the  Stales  themaelvee ;  that  the  public  land* 
are  intrusted  to  us  to  be  disposed,  not  for  the 

Snrpoee  of  relieving  poverty  and  dtstresB,  bvt 
>r  general,  and  not  for  partioDlar  pnrposei. 
In  one  State,  suppose  there  are  a  oertwn  num- 
ber of  destitute  people,  and  in  another  State  a 
certain  number  of  Ceaf  and  dumb ;  are  we  to 
provide  for  each  of  theae  classes!  And  if  for 
only  one  class,  I  would  bo  glad  to  know  what 
part  of  the  constitution  points  out  the  distino- 
tion.  If  this  bill  is  to  bo  adopted,  then  shall  we 
become  the  saperintendents  <^  the  doEoeetic  oon- 
cems  of  the  States,  IwonldbedadtokrK>w(ooo- 
tdnued  Mr.  L.)  why  wa  should  make  ul  appro- 
priation for  the  support  of  a  deaf  and  dmnb 
institution  in  New  Jersey,  and  not  of  a  marine 
hospital  in  any  seaport  town  in  the  TTni  ted  States. 
Mr.  L.  stated  the  conrse  he  had  always  pnr- 
Hued  in  reference  to  the  diqxidtion  of  the 
pnblic  lands,  althongh  it  was  possible  he  ma^ 
have  had,  in  some  instances,  unknown  to  him- 
self, varied  from  it.  With  respect  to  the  new 
States,  he  conndered  it  waa  adn^  CoogreM  bid 
to  perform  which  it  waa  obliged  to  pOTfonn  by 
the  terms  of  the  dtmotiona  of  these  pnblio  lanu 
— to  appropriate  what  was  neoesauy  to  cany 
on  the  operations  of  these  States.  Next  he 
conwdered  it  necessary  to  ^ve  them  pnblio 
lands  for  the  maintenance  of  their  pnblic  indi- 
tutions,  because  we  posseas  those  lands,  and 
have  consequentiy  stopped  the  sonrcea  wboiM 
they  would  draw  taxes  to  enable  them  to  sop- 
port  these  institnticms.  Therefore  Qlr.  L.  aud) 
he  always  gave  bis  vote  in  favor  tf  ^>pro[Kift- 
tiouB  for  any  reasonable  pnrpoee.  when  required 
hj  the  States  in  which  the  landa  lie.    He  also 


F  improving  the  valoe  of  the  pnblio  L 
ihe  more  facilities  were  afforded  fbr  tbeins- 
provement  of  these  lands,  by  canals,  roads, 
&«.,  the  more  he  thoneht  the  pnblio  treasore 
would  he  increased,  llr.  L.  condnded  by  say- 
ing he  could  not,  in  his  conscience,  vote  for  the 
bill,  or  for  any  of  the  modifio " 
however  laudable  and  Jost  Ii 
objects  of  them  to  be. 

Mr.  Mabxs  Bud  that  this  biU  introduced  no 
new  prindple.    There  were  many  praoedNits 


Asylnm  for  the  deaf  and  dumb,  and  that  made 
in  16S6  to  a  simihir  institntion  in  Kentucky, 
That  was  the  time,  he  said,  to  have  ruaed  an 
opposition  to  the  principle,  and  not  now.  He 
instanced  also  the  ^)propriation  of  ten  thou- 
sand dollars  to  the  aniferers  of  Alexandria  by 
the  fire  which  some  years  ago  took  place  ths& 
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direnly  tod  th«  laodii  tii«iiiselTM,  as  la  the 
b  propoied.    That  appraprution  of  tha  pablio 


N  u  the  gwitlen 


Tos,)  that  we  ihoald  adopt  this  bill  on  the  i 
principle  that  we  make  u>pTopriatloiu  of  pnhtlo 
Undi  for  the  iQpport  of  aehoola  In  the  new  StatM. 
We  bare  (aaid  Jlr.  M.)  passed  a  bill  approMiat- 
iug  Urn*  hnndred  tbooaand  di^Un  for  the  Dene- 
fit  of  Alabama,  to  tiA  Iiot  In  maUng  Internal 
tmproTemeata,  on  the  noond  that  it  la  abo  for 
the  benefit  of  the  United  States.  Wonldanjone 
Teatora  to  aaf  that  tlie  ol^Sot  of  this  bill  is  not 
more  national  and  more  for  the  eonunon  benefit 
than  improTomenta  in  Alabama?  Be  s«d  he 
Tonld  vote  for  the  bill,  as  it  established  no  new 
principle. 

Mr.  Hinn  Mid,  whenerer  he  heard  the  oon- 
(titation  mentlooM  on  the  floor,  he  knew  at 
onoe  what  its  bte  would  be— that  It  wonld  be 
Toted  down.  He  remembered  that  a  veneiv 
aUe  Senator  from  North  OaroUna  formerlT'  s^ 
that  the  ooDstitQtion  was  dead  and  faoried.  He 
proDonneed  Ita  Ameral  disooQr*&  and  it  would  be 
now  OS  impossible  for  hatnan  talent  to  revive  it, 
n  it  is  for  man  to  r^se  the  dead,  ne  gmitle- 
msQ  from  Lonidaua  need  not  expect  to  saooeed. 
He  (Hr.  H.)  did  not  rise  to  disooss  the  qnestioo, 
bat  to  remark  what  will  be  the  natural  oonse- 
qneoces  of  this  decision,  fle  was  glad  that  the 
geatfemau  from  Alabama  moved  to  earrj  ont 
the  principle  of  the  bill  to  its  le^tinute  oonse- 
qnenoesL  He  proposed,  if  an  wpropriation  is 
to  be  mad*  to  one  Btate,  that  it  M  extended  to 
all  That  was  jost,  &ir,  and  honorable.  He 
wonld  be  ^ad  the  proviraons  of  the  bill  had 
been  extended  &rther,  so  as  to  embrace  evorj 
eharitr  in  the  coimtrj,  and  to  give  each  a 
towmdup.  This  b  the  trao  question  —  the 
length,  depth,  and  breadth  of  the  principle. 
What  difference  shoold  be  made  between  a 
oommnnitj'  and  a  8t«t«  t  It  is  said,  nothing 
can  be  more  elevated  in  a  national  point  of 
Tiew  than  to  extend  the  blessings  of  education ; 
bnt  wbj  not  also  make  appropriations  for 
Innatic  asrlomst  why  not  provide  for  the  aged 
and  poor  I  He  did  not  iulnde,  of  oonrse,  to 
the   annj   and   nav7,  (that  was  a   different 

Sneetioo,)  bnt  to  the  aged  and  deetitnte  of  the 
'nited  States.  Oonld  anj  liking  be  more  god- 
like than  to  relieve  them?  Why  not  inolnde, 
also,  abns-lHHiae^  and  go  on  throoBh  all  the 
circle*  of  pabUo  and  private  oalamlme  I 

The  goitleman  from  Penn^lvani»  Qb. 
Harxb)  snd  we  had  dvcn  donatioDS  to  people 
who  ewered  bv  fire  m  Alexandria,  and  asked, 
ahoold  any  diflerenoe  be  nude  in  appropriations 
of  land  and  moner.  And  are  we  thna  (asked 
)Cr.  H.)  to  provide  fbr  persons  who  have  Bnfl^«d 
from  the  dements  W  land  or  seft— for  all  who 
have  met  vritb  misfortona — are  all  to  be  wp- 
vid«d  fort  What  wiU  this  «id  int  The 
United  States  will  then  have  inrisdietion  of  aD 
cb«ritiea  in  the  oovntrr,  ana  next  be  called 
VauZ,-S8 


npon  to  make  appropriations  for  Qiem,  He 
s^d  he  did  not  mean  to  go  into  the  conatita- 
tional  qnestioD,  bnt  to  state  the  principle  whiob 
we  most  act  npon  hereafter.  If  thiH  bill  is  paased. 
Precedents  have  been  qnoted  to  eapport  tLe  bill, 
which  in  torn  will  beocnne  precedent  for  anoth- 
er exercise  of  a  greater  power.  He  wished  to 
explain  the  re^xmsiUlitj  which  gentlemen 
wonld  have  to  act  nnder  in  sapporting  the  bill, 
and  on  the  third  reading  of  it  he  woud  call  for 
the  veas  and  ni^s. 

Hr.  Foot  asked  a  dividon  of  the  amendment. 
He  wished  to  sewate  the  appropriations  fbr 
institutions  alread;  chartered  from  those  in- 
tended fbr  Mnre  inslitntlons. 

The  aneeti(»i  on  the  several  amendments  was 
pat,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Hr.  MoEmuT  moved  an  amendment  going 
to  make  it  the  datj  of  the  Secretarr  of  the 
Treasorj  to  select  from  among  the  lands  Bubjeot 
to  enby  at  private  sale  the  township  of  bnd 
granted  to  anj  Btate  within  which  snoh  lands 
lo&j  lie  ;  whidi  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  BuTOD  then  moved  to  add  to  the  biU 
"and  the  institntions  hereafter  incorporated 
shall  sell  aaid  townships  within  five  jresrs  after 
their  inoorporatton ;"  which  was  also  agreed 
to. 

Hr,  NoBi:c,  with  a  view  to  afford  the  Senate 
farther  time  fbr  reflection  on  the  amendments, 
moved  that  they  ahoold  be  printed,  and,  with 
the  bill,  laid  on  the  table ;  which  was  i^reed 
to— ajresSfi. 


WxDxisDAT,  April  7. 
Pay  1^  Pvrttri  in  (h»  Sasy. 

The  bill  "  regnlating  the  duties  and  provi^ng 
for  the  oompensatioD  of  parsers  in  the  navy" 
being  taken  np  for  a  second  reading, 

Hr.  Him,  in  explanation  of  the  bill,  stated 
the  praotioe,  which  now  prevtils,  of  fiirniddng 
supplies  to  tiie  officers  and  orews  of  the  pnblio 
aimed  vessels  of  the  tJnited  States.  The  pres- 
ent mode  of  making  the  nsnal  snppUes  is,  said 
he,  from  Uie  storee  of  the  pursers,  who  distrib- 
Qte  and  make  the  neoessary  pnrohaaes  on  their 
own  aooonnL    This  praotioe  tends  to  proftise- 


tese,  as  the  pnrser  is  indaoed  to  pass  off  as 
nnoh  as  he  posribly  can,  no  matter  at  I 
dgh  a  price  he  maj  lay  tus  stores  op.    T1 
were  manj  otiier  abose^  which,  t^en  alto- 


gether, reuder  a  change  neoessaij,  and  It  is  to 
remedy  these  evils  in  the  Bystem  that  the  bill 


ia  recommended.  It  is  pn^osed  that  the  « 
plies  nsodly  fbmished  by  parsers,  shall  be 
ntnre  laid  is  by  Government,  nnder  the  direo- 


ticoi  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  shall  be 
oommittod  to  the  oare  of  the  pnrser  of  the  ship, 
who  is  to  flumish  them  to  the  officers  and  crew, 
according  to  the  aoonstomed  mode  of  reqnisition, 
and  at  an  advance  of  ten  per  eent.  npon  the 
prime  cost  of  snoh  snpplies.  Parsers  are  re- 
qnlred  to  aooomit  and  are  held  req)onnbie  for 
all  BtqiplisB  oraflded  to  their  care;   and  th^ 
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are  also  boond  to  ^va  each  seonrity  as  will 
saUafaotorj  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  for 
the  faithful  perfonnance  of  their  duties.  The 
bill  proposes  to  change  the  eompensatii 
parsers  to  a  fixed  annaal  salary,  which  is  to  be 
graduated  according  to  the  rank  of  the  Teasel 
in  the  line.  A  distinction  is  also  proposed  to  be 
made  between  their  pay  while  at  sea,  or  on 
land  service.  Xliose  regmtioos  have  been  made 
on  Jnst  and  moderate  principles.  The  Secre- 
tary of  the  Kavy  is  authorixed  to  make  sach 
other  ru^ations  as  he  may  consider  necessan- 
to  give  mil  effect  to  the  proyisiona  of  the  bilL 
These  views  wliich  he  had  expressed^  Mr.  H. 
said,  were  cononrred  in  by  the  Oommissloners 
of  the  Navy,  and  it  was  believed,  if  acted  □pci 
would  promote  the  comfort  of  the  crews  of  on 
aimed  veasels ;  would  prevKit  abneee,  and  save 
money  to  the  ooontry- 

Mr.  HoufBB  isqiured  why  the  sappUea  should 
not  be  distribatea  to  the  officers  and  crews  at 
ibe  invoice  prices  of  them,  since  it  was  pn^iosed 
by  the  bill  to  give  a  per  annum  compensation  to 
the  pursers,  lud  why  ten  per  cent,  was  fixed 
upon  as  an  advance  npon  them  ? 

Mr.  Hatnx  replied,  that  the  committee  expe- 
rienced some  difficol^  in  settling  this  matter, 
as  snn;eeted  by  the  gentleman  from  Mune.  He 
considered  the  per  centum  fixed  npon  as  Jost 
and  necessary ;  for,  snppose  (said  Mr.  H.)  the 
United  Btates  onght  not  to  make  any  thing  in 
AmushiOR  the  swplies,  was  it  not  known  Uiat 
miany  arnclea  of  aea  atores  were  perishable  t 
The  comnuttee  doubted  whether  ten  per  cent. 
would  be  sofSctent  to  meet  contdngent  tosses. 
Some  thonght  that  fifteen  or  twenty  per  cent. 
woold  be  little  ettongh. 

Mr.  Foot  remarked,  that  the  compensation 
to  pmwra,  as  specified  in  the  fourth  section  of 
the  bill,  was  dlffereoL  It  is  proposed  to  give  a 
purser  on  board  of  a  ship  of  the  line  at  the 
rato  of  two  thonsand  five  hundred  dollars  a 

Sr ;  on  board  of  a  Mgat«^  two  thoosand  dol- 
;  on  board  of  a  sloop  of  war,  one  thousand 
six  handred  dollars;  and  on  board  of  any 
other  vessel,  one  thousand  three  handred  dollars. 
Mr.  F.  said  he  knew  no  reason  why  a  parser  of 
a  ship  of  the  line  whohasthebestsccommoda- 
tdonsj  who  nndergoee  no  more  risk  than,  and 
is  liaole  only  to  the  same  penalty  as,  the  parser 
of  a  frigate,  shoold  have  a  larger  oompensa- 
tjon ;  nor,  on  the  same  principle,  conld  he  see 
why  the  parser  of  a  aloop  of  war  shonld  have 
a  smaller  compensatdon  than  the  parser  of  a 
frigate. 

In  small  vessels,  in  vessels  less  than  half  the  size, 
and  less  than  half  the  crew  of  the  ship  of  the  line, 
the  penalty  and  risk  were  the  same.  If  the 
otneot  is  to  pay  for  services,  they  are  all  en- 
tiUed  to  the  same  som. 

Mr.  HATm  said  that  the  compensation  was 
intended  to  be  graduated  tm  the  responsibility 
and  tmst  of  the  pnners.  Is  it  not  manifest 
that,  in  a  large  ship,  the  Uonble  and  responsi- 
bility wiUbedonblethat  of  a  small  vessel  1  It 
was  this  consideration  which  snggeeted  thedis- 
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crimination  in  their  salaries.  Whenever  purs- 
ers are  on  shore  in  the  diacha^e  of  their  dnty 
at  a  navy  yard  or  station,  the  bill  provides  thtt 
they  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  pnrsefs  ca 
bond  a  frigate ;  and,  vhile  abwDt  on  leave,  or 
wailing  orders,  or  absent  on  Airioogfa,  tliey 
sluill  t«oeive  the  some  allowances  made  to  lieu- 
tenants under  the  same  circomstaiwee.  Tbest 
were  the  views  of  the  Committee  tya  Nsvsl 
Affairs,  and  were  recommended  by  the  Navy 
Oommisaionera  asjudidoas  regnlationa. 

Mr.  Foot  observed,  in  reference  to  that  part 
of  the  fonrth  section  which  provides  that  eadi 
parser  shall  receive  the  same  pay  as  whm  cm 
[Mard  of  his  ship,  while  settling  his  aecwmts  st 
the  seat  of  Gtovemment,  that,  as  the  enteneci 
were  equal,  the  compensation  onght  to  be  tba 

Mr.  Kltmx  said  it  was  intended  to  anraasa 
the  continuance  of  the  cmise,  at  the  end  of  the 
cmise ;  to  consider  the  purser,  with  respect  to 
his  compecsatioD,  still  on  a  criuse,  as  his  labor 
and  responsibility  were  the  same.  If  the  first 
principle  (graduating  the  pay  of  pursen)  was  a 
correct  one,  then  tUs  followed  aa  a  ' ~  ''"  ~'~ 


Mr.  Houna  said  he  was 
these  reasons.  If  the  purser  of  a  large  ship 
was  longer  settling  his  accooBtB  than  the  purser 
of  a  small  vessel,  then  there  onght  to  be  no  dis- 
orimination. 

Mr.  HAvm,  in  reply,  referred  the  gentkmiB 
to  the  proviso  in  the  fonrth  sectioa  of  the  bOl, 
which  limits  the  time  of  remaining  at  the  seat 
of  Oovemment  to  one  month. 

Mr.  DiOKKBsoM  said  the  bill  propomd  to  allow 
pnrsers  absent  on  leave,  waiting  orders,  or  on 
a  hrlongh,  the  same  pay  and  allowancea  made 
to  lieotenants  nnder  the  same  (drcumataiiceB. 
He  wished  to  know  what  lieotenants  did  re- 
ceive. 

Mr.  Ha.THi  replied  that  they  reoeivcd  half 
pav. 

Mr.  DiozKBsoit  s^d  that  abnsea  in  this  nqieet 
prevailed.  He  conMdered  the  allowance  pro- 
posed to  be  given  to  parsers  while  in  the  navy 
yard,  was  too  great  He  submitted  that  such 
compensation  to  pnrsera,  while  not  on  actaal 
service,  was  too  great. 

Mr.  HATm  said,  motives  of  economy  sng- 
geeted  this  provision.  The  mranent  tliey  ooaw 
on  shore  they  are  attached  to  the  a«vy  yard, 
and,  while  absent  on  fariough,  they  are  to  n- 
odve  the  smie  as  lientenants,  who  reouve  bnt 
five  hundred  dollars  while  absent,  te.  It  waa 
indispensable  to  allow  them  something  while 
not  at  sea,  in  order  to  keep  np  their  connection 
with  the  navy.  Thia  (said  Mr.  H.)  is  d<Hng 
nothing  more  than  we  ought  to  do.  The 
abases  referred  to  by  Mr.  D.  would  be  cor- 
reot«d  nnder  the  bill,  as  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  was  thus  empowered. 

Mr.  DioEBBsoK  did  not  believe  it  waa  nnnra 
sory  to  pay  them  so  much  for  the  purpose  ot 
keeping  up  their  connection  with  the  navy. 
Ihey  viQ  willing  remun  in  the  ranka  withont 
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it,  Bod  he  thoDght  it  was  improper  to  pky  tbein 
vbile  off  dnt;.  That  &  whole  con»  shoiild  be 
pud  at  tU  times  when  oat  of  wmoe  he  could 
not  igrta,  aad  Honld  therefore  vote  agunst  the 
proviBioQ. 

l(r.  Foot  moved  to  amend  that  part  of  the 
toll  fizioR  the  aompeiu«tion  for  ponera,  while 
Mttling  their  accoukts  at  the  Beat  of  GrOTenunent, 
n  that  each  poreer  ahoold,  in  that  case,  hftve 
the  pay  of  a  purser  of  a  sloop  of  war.  Here 
thne  was  no  difference  in  the  re^omibilitr 
tf  taj,  and  he  thought  the  oompenaation  of  aU 
dioDld  be  the  same. 

Hr.  Ri.Tn  said  he  wonid  not  otfject  to  this 
meiidmeDt.  The  argament  wss  strong  th&t 
tb«  eompcnaation  of  ail  shoold  he  as  their 
tronblea  arCL  the  same.  The  rate  of  a  sloop  of 
Tir  was  ■  air  mediom  between  a  ahip  and  a 
(doMWr. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

}b.  Foot  uid  there  was  great  inaqnalilj,  if 
not  iiyiutioe,  in  gradoating  the  pay  of  puraere 
u  propoeed  in  the  fonrth  section  of  the  bilL 
If  s  pnrser  of  a  frisate  is  to  hare  two  thousand 
doUuH,  why  ahoiud  so  wide  a  distinction  be 
made  between  the  pnrser  of  a  ship  of  tbe  line. 
The  it  to  reoeiTe  two  thousand  five  hnndred 
doUan,  and  of  a  sloop  of  war,  who  is  to  re- 
euT«  only  oae  thonsuid  six  hnndred  dollars  t 
I  presune,  (said  Mr.  R.)  a  pnrser  on  board  of  a 
Mop  of  war,  on  the  West  India  station,  wonld 
liSTe  great  reason  to  complain ;  for  although 
there  u  more  rasponailnUlT  as  to  the  issning  of 
th«  nip{dies,  ret  on  the  b<»id  tiiere  is  the  eanie 
nspiMtdldlitj. 

Pnnera  on^t  not  to  be  rednoed  in  rank ;  hut 
thare  nay  be  pnrsras  who  have  been  long  in 
the  nrrioe  in  small  veesela,  and  he  therORjre 
thought  BO  great  a  distination  as  this  on^^t  not 
to  be  kmt  np. 

Hr.  F.  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  so  that, 
initeed  of  giving,  as  it  now  propoeea,  one  thon- 
Mod  nx  hondred  dollars  to  the  pnrser  of  a  sloop 
<^wtr, "  and  one  thoosand  three  hnndred  dollars 
to  the  pnrser  of  any  other  vessel,"  it  shonld 
leid,  sod  "  to  the  pnrser  on  board  of  a  sloop  of 
*ir  "  or  "  of  any  other  vessel,  one  thoosand  five 
himdred  dollan  per  annnm." 

lEr.  Ham  opposed  this  amendnieni  The 
committee  bad  &£ed  upon  the  gradnation  of  the 
W  prMKieed  in  the  bill  aa  reoommeaded  b;  the 
Strj  Oommisslimera.  He  oonsidered  the  rates 
were  reasonable,  and  showed  tfa^  were  propor- 
tioned as  nearly  as  oonld  be  to  the  trootde  and 
ran<HiAili^  inonrred  by  thereroeotive  officers. 

The  imenaoaent  was  negatived. 

Itr.  Foot  moved  to  taoaai  the  same  seotion 
■0  SB  to  redaoe  tb»  salary  of  a  pnrser  of  a  ship 
of  the  line  from  two  thoosand  five  hnndred 
dcdlara  to  two  thoosand  dollars,  being  the  salary 
propoaed  for  a  pnisw  of  a  frfgate^ 

Mr.  EaYBX  opposed  this  amendment.  He 
•^  there  oonld  be  no  better  reason  for  redno- 
iog  tbe  salary  of  a  pnrser  of  a  diip  of  the  line 
to  that  of  Ute  purser  of  a  fHgat&  than  there 
ia  for  reducing  the  latter  to  that  Of  a  sloop  of 
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war.  He  dwelt  again  on  the  neoesdty  of  giving 
sn  excess  of  oompensation  equivalent  to  the 
greater  degree  of  trooble  and  responsibili^ 
attached  to  the  office  of  pnrser  of  a  large  vea- 
seL  The  greater  number  of  the  crew  of  lane 
vessels  he  addnced  aa  an  additional  reason  why 
regard  shonid  be  had  to  the  consequent  labor 
that  mnst  be  nnde^one. 

Mr.  Foot  oonsid^ed  that  the  pay  of  parsers 
ought  not  to  be  greater  than  that  of  the  com- 
manding offloers  of  the  navy. 

Mr.  MOTH,  of  Maryland,  and  there  waa  no 
prinotple  whatever  in  the  amendment.  Take 
the  case  of  collectors  in  New  York  and  Balti- 
more ;  in  the  former  plaoe  the  oolleotor  has 
donble  the  responsibility,  and  donble  the  salanr. 

After  a  few  observations  trota  Mr.  Foot  In 


reply, 


n  the  amendment  was  dedded 


in  the  negative. 

Mr.  DioEaaaoir  s^  he  was  c^iposed  to  the 
difference  of  compenaatjoa  proposed  in  the  bill 
when  pursers  are  at  sea  and  on  shore.  The  bill 
propOMB  to  give  tbem,  when  discharging  their 
datiee  at  the  navy  jtri,  the  same  pay  aa  purs- 
era  of  frigates.  He  considered  this  too  mnohj 
the  diffbrenoeof  the  service  did  not  justify  snon 
a  compraisation.  He  moved  to  reduce  the  sum 
to  the  pay  of  pursers  of  sloops  of  war. 

Mr.  woonBDBT,  sdmittiDK  the  reeponrilnlity 
to  be  less  in  such  cases,  did  not  otgect  to  the 
reduotion,  on  the  part  of  the  Oommittee  on 
Naval  Afihirs. 

The  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  DiozxBsoK  moved  to  strike  ont  the 
words  "  and  while  absent  on  leave,  or  waiting 
orders,  or  absent  on  forlonglL  they  (pursers) 
shall  receive  the  same  pay  and  allowances  made 
to  UeuteniHita  onder  the  same  dronnutsnoes." 
Hethought  that  paying  them  whilenot  in  seirioe, 
was  too  much  like  peDsioniog.  He  moved  the 
amendment  to  try  the  sense  of  the  Senate  on  iL 
althon^  he  was  aware  of  the  neoesiity  of 
kewing  them  connected  with  the  navy. 

Mr.  SnsBXX  expressed  a  hope  that  the  amend- 
ment would  not  prevful,  unless  it  was  tike  inten- 
tion of  gentlemen  to  drive  them  out  of  tbe 
service  at  once.  They  ought  (sud  Mr.  8.  )  to 
be  kept  in  oonaection  with  the  navy,  and  if 
yon  agree  to  this  propodtion,  the  consequences 
will  be,  they  mnat  qnit  the  service.  He  trosted 
the  Senate  would  not  adopt  it :  (br,  if  we  do, 


propoaed  pay  as  more  than  reasonaUe  and 
jnsL 

Mr.  Danaaaos  said  he  would  withdraw  hia 
amendment,  though  be  did  not  think  it  required 
so  large  a  sum  to  keep  the  pnraers  in  tiw 

Mr.  H^Tn  said,  if  It  had  bees  agreed  to^ 
the  only  effoot  of  it  vonld  be  to  donUe  the 
expense  of  the  Qovemment  in  tlus  respect :  for 
they  would  all,  of  neoesd^,  be  attached  to 
some  navy  yard  or  station,  instead  of  being 
allowed  leave  of  absence,  m  heretofore.    The 
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Hi.  Foot  said  he  might  hare  misappKhended 
the  bill,  hat  he  was  of  opiidon  that  it  was  neither 
oolonlated  to  reform  nor  to  decrease  our  ez- 
peitaes.  The  fint  seotioa  of  the  bill  propoeee 
that  all  articles  be  prorided  by  Oovermnent, 
mider  the  direotion  of  the  Nary  Department. 
Now,  any  one  who  last  all  aoqnaintea  with  OUT 
foreign  stationB  knows  that  it  is  often  Decessan 
to  make  porohaBea  at  foreign  porta.  !Eacm 
■hip  most  then  have  an  agoit,  or  a  oewdeparb- 
ment  moat  be  created — a  pnrohaaiiig  depart- 
ment, Ur.  F.  nippoaed. 

Iti.  WooDBnax  said  the  seoond  aection  of 
the  t^  provides  that,  where  there  ia  no  navf 
■gent  to  make  the  neoeisarj  porohaaee,  the 
purser  ahall  be  permitted  to  pnrohaae  any  arti- 
cles for  the  nee  of  the  crew,  and  then  aaij  in 
an  emenjenoj,  and  on  the  anthoritj'  of  the 
oramnandong  officer  \  for  which  porohaee  Tonch- 
era  will  be  reqniied.  Hr.  W.  stated  that  par- 
taoolar  inatanoee  had  oooorred  where  tlielr 
emolnments  had  been  mpposed  to  reach,  In  a 
year,  ei^t  or  ten  thonssjid  dollata,  and  that  a 
redaction  would  ezdte  len  general  oompelition 
tat  the  office. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be 
foratUrd  reading. 


Thubsdat,  April  8. 

Pa^  of  Punon  in  the  Navy. 

The  bill  "  regtdadng  the  dudes  and  prorldiog 

for  the  oompenaatifm  of  parsers  in  the  navy," 

waa  taken  op,  and  read  Uie  third  time;  and  the 


not  been  imparted  to  indaoe  him  to  agree  to 
the  paaiage  of  thia  biU.  Be  had  ezandned  into 
the  amonnt  of  ooiopenaation  now  riven  to  pore- 
en,  and  he  fonna  that  thia  bill  proposed  an 
entire  change  In  relatim  to  it  Tlie  nnmber  of 
pnnera  in  the  service,  aooording  to  the  bine 
book,  la  fiDr^-thre&  and  their  OMnpensation, 
at  aix  hondred  and  eiz^  dollars  per  annnm, 


By  thie  bill  the  compensation  of  the  parser  of 
a  ship  of  the  line  is  fixed  at  two  thonsand  five 
hondred  dollars  a  year,  while  the  oapt^  haa 
bat  one  titonsand  nine  hundred  and  thirty  dol- 
lars ;  and  tiie  pnner  of  a  frigate  is  to  have  two 
thousand  dollua,  which  also  ezoeeda  the  pay  of 
a  oaptun,  nolees  he  is  oommanding  a  sqnadron. 
The  pnraer  on  board  ot  a  sloop  of  war  ia  to 
have  one  tbonaand  nx  hondred  dollars,  and  of 
anv  other  vessel  one  thousand  three  bnndred 
dwlara,  both  of  wbidi  salaries  exceed  that  of  a 
Dtaster  oommandant,  who,  under  the  preeaut 
regnlationa,  reodvee  tmt  one  thoosand  <»ie 
hundred  dtdlan.  Their  pay  is  proposed  to  be 
made  greater^  also,  than  that  <a  a  lieolenant, 
who  only  reouvee  nine  hondred  and  My  dollora 


meet 


[Ana,lta& 

.  They  are  to  reodve,  too^  wUIe  nol 
service,  the  same  pay  as  a  UentenanL  Hr.  P. 
s^d  he  could  not  see  what  posdble  pnUk  si- 
vantage  could  be  derived  bom  fids  shentini. 
The  whole  number  tX  ships  (be  s^)  vh 
twenty-five;  and^allowfaig  a  ^paau  toesd, 
the  increase  of  expenditure,  acoording  to  i 
oaloulation  he  made,  would  be  thirtj-UirM 
thousand  three  hondred  doUars;  the  eipeoH, 
aooordlng  to  the  present  eysteni,  beini  twcntj- 
right  thousand  three  hundred  and  ei^tf,  ul 
aocordins  to  the  propoeed  plan  sIx^-mm  Ibcn- 
sand  sixnnndred  ana  dfthty  ddlars,    llieKll 

Eropoaea  an  increase  a  fvj  men  tbas  ms 
imdred  per  cent,  of  what  it  now  ia,  iriuk  tht 
offioera  who  petform  services  at  les,  wU  thi 
exception  of  the  captain  of  a  squadron,  rwdn 
not  mwe  than  the  pnraer  of  a  seoond-nt«  t» 
sel. 

ICr.  HAvmssid  if  there  wsa  any  thing  oertui 
in  the  world,  it  was,  that  the  operatim  of  tiui 
bill  would  be  to  reduce  Uie  oompensstioa  rf 
poTBera  one-half.  The  ol^eot  of  the  oommitm 
was  to  reduce  their  oompensatkn,  and  tbrn 
was  no  doubt  whatever  but  that  the  bill  vcnH 
prodnoe  that  efibet.  Notwithstanding  thi^ 
It  was  very  tme  that  the  chuge  would  proinw 
an  additional  cha^e  on  the  ^easuiy.  Kr.  E 
udd  he  would  explain  the  snUect,  by  lUtiiii 
the  operation  of  the  existing  and  Sie  propoaed 
role,  and  then  gentlemen  oonld  decide  wbid 
was  the  better.  It  has  been  fUt  ss  sn  evil,  (tf 
which  every  one  oonneoted  with  the  auj  Iw 
oompluned,  that  the  crew  have  been  inviniUf 
divested  of  their  entire  pay  by  the  punm,  vto 
are  authoiiied  to  lay  np  atoree  <k  good^  tfd 
who  derive  the  greater  i»rt  of  thtir  enqiau*- 
tion  by  the  salea  of  tbeee  goods  to  the  stikn 
at  advanoed  prioea. 

The  United  Btateo,  as  haa  been  obaemd, 
allow  a eompensatioa  to  the  pnrsen;  bntOai 
ia  not  their  only  compensation;  {tiBthenul^t 
partcfit  They  are  permitted  (Bud  Mr.  E)  to 
carry  out  stores,  and  aell  them  at  a  pmt  to 
the  ship's  company;  and  although  attanpbiluv* 
been  made  to  regulate  theee  profits,  lh«r  lu^ 
on  some  arUelea,  it  is  known,  amounted  to  ri^ 
per  cent.  Under  this  eystem,  what  nut  M 
the  efFeott  And  he  would  qtpeal  to  *11'^ 
were  oooneoted  with  the  navy,  to  t^i**?* 
know  what  efiTeots  sach  oanses  would  V™^ 
on  the  human  character.  Be  repeated,  tbst 
the  purser  was  permitted  to  lay  np  tb«  aWJ 
and,  to  enable  him  to  do  so,  nrawy  *■>  '^' 
vanoed  to  him  by  the  United  Stal«  B?  U>» 
regolatitma,  he  is  anthoriied  to  mO  thcoi  «  > 
percentage;  thua  (Mr.  E.  said)  '■•'jj  "vf 
interest  to  purchase  the  goods  at  a  hi|n  ^Kfi 
and  to  diapoae  of  ae moeh  as  posriUa.  U«» 
not  depNident  on  hie  salary,  bat  on  w  pr(«B 
be  derived  ftom  Uie  sale  of  the  *-•*"  *" 


sailor^  who  are  indnced  tt,  , 

and  at  80  hirii  a  price,  that,  at  the  irii^  g 
of  thOr  aoeonnta,  tiieir  pay  is  eihaiiMdl';  »• 
parser.  The  operation  of  UieUw(»a»dHr.ttJ 
waa  omd  and  unjust  towards  these  ma.  ">" 
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were  the  most  liable  of  aaj  to  be  imposed  npon. 
Bj  the  ezuting  regnlAtioiu.  the  purser  is  in- 
dooed  to  aorew  from  the  sailor  his  ust  farthing. 
It  w«s  inpoesible  (he  said)  to  SToid  frauds, 
nnder  the  present  gjsteni.  The  purser  had  the 
opportimi^  and  the  means  to  laj-  np  the 
stores  at  one  price,  &nd  charge  tbem  at  another. 
Vi.  H.  said  he  was  not  anthorized  to  aaj  that 
Rich  a  practice  was  general,  but  one  case  of 
this  character  had  been  reported  bj  the  Nsv7 
Department.  It  speared  on  the  trial  of  a  pors- 
er,  at  a  lata  coort  martaal,  that  he  had  bought 
goods  ftt  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents,  and  sold  the 
same  at  tJiree  dollars  and  fifty  cents.  The  frauds 
of  the  purser  were  detected,  be  tos  found 
guilty,  and  cashiered.  Abuses  had  been  bo  In- 
lerwoTen  in  this  system,  that  they  must  be 
practised  while  it  continues.  Hi.  E.  said  he 
nndeirtood  the  profits  of  a  parser,  in  this  way, 
for  a  ain^e  year,  were  ten  thousand  dollars; 
■nd  this  -was  not  miprobable,  fur  they  were  not 
required  to  render  an  aooonnt  of  their  sales. 
Tlutt  snoli  abosea  did  oreTail,  no  gentleman 
would  deny.  By  the  bill,  the  goods  ore  to  be 
purchased  by  the  QoremmeDt^  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Kavy  Department^  and  fnrniBhed  to 
the  umors  at  an  advanoe  of  ten  per  cent,  in- 
stead of  allowing  the  parser  to  draw  from  the 
crew  tan  thousand  dollars  beyond  his  pay,  as 
in  the  instancB  he  had  alluded  to.  Why,  he 
aaked,  appoint  pursers  at  a  salary  of  seven  or 
Hght  handred  dollars,  and  pay  Uiem  the  bal- 
ance out  of  the  pockets  of  the  poor  hard-work- 
inz  Bulora,  whoj  of  all  others  required  to  be 
defended  from  impoeitiont  it  was  an  act  of 
common  jostice,  and  it  was  due  to  our  suloro, 
to  Uieir  comfort  and  happiness,  to  protect  them. 
Hr.  H.  then  recapitulated  ma  arguments  of 
yesterday,  and,  in  conclusion,  read  an  extract 
from  the  report  of  the  Navy  Commissioners,  in 
reconunendatdon  of  the  measure  proposed. 

]£r.  Foot  said  there  was  no  doubt  that 
the  emolomeuts  of  parsers  would,  in  many 
instancee,  be  reduced  one-halfj  nor  was  there 
any  more  doubt  that  their  pay,  when  unem- 
ployed^ would  be  increased.  He  admitted  the 
evil  existfid,  but  he  oonaidered  the  bill  not  cal- 
cnlotod  to  remove  iL  The  saving  proposed  by 
allowing  the  purser  ten  per  cent,  reminded 
bim  of  the  saving  made  some  time  ago  bv  the 
Navy  agent  in  extra  postages.  He  was,  bow- 
ever,  in  &TOr  of  the  first  Section  of  the  bill,  but 
he  objected  to  that  part  of  the  bill  increasing 
the  pay  of  pursers  to  that  of  the  highest  navy 
officers.  As  the  provisiona  of  the  bill  would 
not,  in  bis  opiniotL  correct  the  evil,  and  as  it 
iromd  canse  an  additional  expense  of  thirty  odd 
thonsand  dollars,  if  adopted,  with  an  additiooal 
commissioD  of  ten  per  cent,  to  be  allowed  by 
the  United  States,  he  felt  it  his  dnty  to  oppoee 
it. 

ICr.  Bill  exposed  the  hQl  on  the  ground  that 
neither  the  tofenta  nor  experience  required  to 
perform  the  duties  of  purser,  or  the  reqwnM- 
bility  attached  to  the  otBoe,  Ju«Ufied  *o  high  a 
salary  as  the  hill  contemplated.    Uony  revenue 


officers  handle  and  are  intrusted  with  mor* 
money  and  propart?  than  any  purser,  and  yet 
have  not  a  salary  of  more  than  one  thousand 
dollars  a  year.  Any  person  qualified  to  fill  the 
office  of  clerL  if  a  man  of  probity,  was  com- 
petent to  discharge  the  dutiee  of  purser.  The 
mtuation  was  much  sought  after,  as  the  servioM 
required  were  not  difficult;  ai^  if  the  salary 
waa  even  less,  we  would  find  many  anxious  ta 
accept  of  it,  sufficiently  quaUfied.  We  bear 
(ssid  Ur.  B.)  much  talk  about  reform  and  re- 
trenchment. He  would  be  glad,  he  said,  to 
see  some  of  it  practised. 

Mr.  DiOKSBBas  said  he  believed  reform  was 
necessary  with  respect  to  pursers,  but  he  did 
not  thir^  this  was  the  best  way  to  efibot  ilf 
by  inoreanng  their  salaries.  The  abuses  were 
enormous,  and,  to  remedy  them,  he  would  aug- 


ever  abuse  in  office  they  may  be  guilty  ot 
Let  them  sell  ont  the  goods  at  a  fUr  price,  and, 
if  they  behave  diahooestly,  dis)dtaq;«  or  caahier 
them,  but  do  not  rtdse  their  saloriei.  What 
reason,  he  asked,  was  there  for  raising  them  to 
the  grade  of  lieutenants,  when  not  ou  Bervicel 
Is  it  because  they  have  heretofore  mode  too 
much,  and  we  do  not  like  to  reduce  them  at 
once?  Is  it  through  a  desire  to  save,  not  the 
United  States,  bnt  these  officers  t  If  a  proper 
accountability  were  enforced,  the  power  of  the 
Department  would  reach  them ;  and  he  believed 
their  present  compensation  was  amply  sufBdent 
without  inoreamug  it.  Appliootious  for  thia 
office  were  numerous,  and  it  was  generaUy 
thought  that  the  office  of  porsw  is  the  direct 
road  to  fortune.  Although  believing  it  to  he 
the  intention  of  the  committee  to  produce  a 
reform  of  these  abuses,  yet  considering  the  bill 
ineffectual  for  that  object,  he  would  vote 
aeainst  its  passage ;  and,  as  he  wished  to  record 
his  name,  he  asked  for  the  yeas  and  nay^  and 
they  were  ordered. 

Mr.  Tahwkll  Bud  be  would  vote  for  the  hill, 
because  it  was  recommended  by  the  Navy  Oom- 
missioners,  although  he  hod  himself  but  little 
confidence  in  the  success  of  the  experiment. 
He  had  proposed  to  alter  the  rations,  and  to 
as^milate  tuem  to  those  of  the  French  or 
British  navy,  which,  if  done,  would  render  thia 
officer,  if  at  all  neoe^ary,  merely  a  commissary, 
and  would  make  the  seamen  more  secure,  and 
frauds  leas  frequent;  but  others,  more  oon- 
versont  with  the  matter  than  he  was,  recom- 
mended this  bill,  and  he  was  willing  to  make 
the  experiment.  This  was  not  a  new  plan. 
Oomplaints  like  the  present  had  been  formerly 
mode  in  relation  to  the  issuing  of  tobacco — a 
very  important  artiole  in  the  consumption  of 
sailors.  The  pursers  had  been  in  the  nabit  of 
purchasing  tobftcco  at  high  prices,  charging  ac- 
cordingly, and  made  enormous  profits.  The 
Qovemmrat,  to  remedy  the  evil,  purchased  the 
tobacco  for  each  ship,  and,  in  most  cases,  the 


IB  condemned,  and  the  purser  had  to  pur 
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more.  Such  will  be  the  case  here,  he  feared . 
and  laj  up  stores  how  and  when  jaa  wilL  they 
will  become  dainsged,  and  be  oondenmed,  and 
■omebodjr  most  bnj  others  in  their  stead,  and 
that  aomebodjr  will  be  the  pnner.  Birt,  ae 
naTj  offloers  of  experience  have  reoominended 
this  measnre,  he  wonld  vote  for  it,  olthon^  he 
had  no  oonfideDCein  it,  and  bat  littleinhis  own 
plan.  His  proposition  was  to  alter  the  com- 
ponent parts  01  the  ration,  so  as  to  allow  the 
sailors  to  select  what  loxariee  thej  thought 
proper.  In  lien  of  the  nnneoeeaarilj  large 
qoanlities  they  now  reoeire. 

Mr.  Houos  uiA  he  was  disposed  to  trj  the 
experiment.  All  saw  and  admitted  the  otU. 
He  would  vote  for  the  bill, 

Mr.  BiHTOS  opposed  the  plan  proposed,  as 
not  oalonlated  to  effect  its  ol^ect,  althoogh,  he 
was  mre,  snggested  by  the  best  motives.  He 
•aid,  a  dmilu'  experiment  was  tried  to  remedj 
the  abnsea  and  impoeitioaB  practised  towards 
the  Indians  \ij  the  agents  appointed  to  deliver 
them  their  gooda,  on  the  port  of  the  United 
States.  That  experiment  oost  the  ootuttrjr  three 
hundred  tbonsand  dollars,  and,  notwithstand- 
ing, this  had  lasted  for  npwarda  of  thirtj  years. 
He  reoommanded  the  practice  adopted  In  the 
arm;.  The  soldiera,  he  said,  were  as  snbject  to 
impositdon  as  sailors.  There  the;  have  sutleiy, 
and.  the  soldiers  maj  purchase  from  them,  or 
no^  as  they  please.  In  reply  to  the  oljection 
whioh  might  be  urged  agahut  thia,  that  sailors 
being  at  aea  had  no  ohoiee  left,  bnt  were 
obli^  topnrohaee  from  the  poiMFs,  Mr.  B,  said 
that  the  average  time  whioh  onr  vessels  were 
ebaent  from  a  peal,  was  not  more  than  three 
montha — a  ^>aoe  of  time  for  which  they  oonld, 
while  in  poii,  easily  provide  themselves  in  all 


l£r,  Hann  replied  tha^  nnder  the  exiatinK 
mtem,  all  admitted  that  evUnprevidled,  and 
Oat  a  remedy  was  required.  When  an  inquiry 
it  made  as  to  the  proper  remedy — and  he  sab- 
ndtted  that  evei?  gentleman  wanted  light  on 
the  snifjeot — ought  we  not,  he  asked,  to  make 
^tpUoation  for  information  to  those  who  are 
aoqnainted  with  the  whole  system,  with  the 
nature  and  extent  (£  the  evUs,  and  who  are 
ownpetent  to  recommend  measures  to  correct 
those  evllB!  He  thanked  gentlemen  for  ^ving 
the  Naval  Oommittee  credit  for  good  intentions, 
however  they  have  Med  in  ear-ring  them  into 
effect ;  hut  he  had  to  in&nn  gentlemen  that  at 
every  step  the  Naval  Committee  took,  they  felt 
the  want  of  that  prootical  knowledge  of  the 
matter  which  was  neceesary  for  their  progress, 
and  had  to  sp^j  for  iofonnation  to  those  ex- 
perimoed  naval  officers,  the  Commissioners  of 
the  Navy.  It  was  in  oonformlty  with  their 
■nggestiiws  and  recommeudationa  Uie  provisions 
of  the  bin  were  framed,  with  the  exception  of 
some  slif^t  variation.  The  measures  recom- 
mended by  the  gentleman  tro-ai  New  Jersey 
have  been  resorted  to,  and  have  £uled ;  and  he 
would  submit  whether,  on  such  subjects  as  this, 
gentiemen  ought  not  to  distnut  tiieir  Jndg- 


meote.  As  to  the  remedy  ot  the  geatlwtu 
from  YirginitL  (Mr.  TazEWiix,}  to  alter  tlu 
rations,  he  did  not  tliink  it  iuconssteot  «iA 
thU  bill,  and  if  he  (Mr.  T.)  wished  to  offer  h, 
there  was  a  bill  before  the  committee  to  wludi 
it  could  be  appended.  He  wonld  soggest  tint 
the  Preradent  should  be  authorized  to  alter  ibt 
rations  from  time  to  time,  and  that  they  ibDiild 
not  be  fixed  by  laws  as  they  now  sre,  He 
wonld  not  say  that  the  rations  of  onr  1117 
should  be  the  same  as  that  of  the  Brititti  « 
French,  In  the  British  navy,  the  sailon  m 
forced  to  driuk  several  quarts  of  beer  a  d*j,  to 
make  them  red-faced;  and  if  the  genllemin 
would  look  into  the  rations  of  the  Fr^h  wj, 
he  did  not  think  that  he  (Mr.  T.)  wonld  mhwu 
to  put  onr  BuloFB  on  sn^  and  so  small  sn  l^ 
lowanoe. 

Mr.  H,  agun  stated  the  benefits  which  wcmU 
resolt  to  the  sulors,  and  to  the  United  &tlta^ 
from  the  adoption  of  this  bill,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded to  notioe  the  objections  of  Mr.  Bsanai 
who  had  remarked  that  the  eiperimeat  pro- 
posed had  been  tried  with  the  Indians,  and  Md 
failed.  There  was  a  wide  differenoe,  (aid  Ur. 
H, ;)  there  was  no  analog  whatever  betmoi 
tbetwooases.  In  this  bmgaardBarepropoMd 
which  will  effectually  prevent  any  abuses.  Hit 
HQpplies  are  to  be  laid  np  on  reqnisitioo,  od  tbt 
■irder  of  the  Navy  Department,  and  «)U  be 
--"-  ■  ■  inspection,  Aninvdcei  *'' 
g^ven  to  tne  cc 


subject  to  inspectio'n.  An  invdce  of  than  is 
be  e^ven  to  the  commander  of  the  ship  ud  \o 
the  purser,  who  is  to  give  a  recwpt  for  tbem, 
when  confided  to  his  care.  He  is  tW  beld  re- 
sponsible for  all,  and  has  to  keep  rwnjarx'- 
oonnta  with  the  officers  and  crew.  ItiatliiH 
imposnble  that  the  stores  will  not  be  liidu 
well,  and  that  any  fnwdsorimpositiwiMii  ^ 
plaoe.  The  ritoation  of  sailors  and  aolfitn 
was,  he  said,  quite  different  The  soldier  in>7 
porobase  from  the  sutier  or  not,  s*  he  [*'**J 
as  he  has  another  vender  to  resort  to;  Dot  toe 
sailor  has  no  anch  chano»--tbere  is  no  comp^- 
tion  at  sea — the  purser  has  all  in  huportr. 
When  on  shore  he  may  aot  as  the  soldier.  I>>>' 
bill  may  not  (sud  Mr.  H.)  ancceed;  but  « 
those  most  skilled  in  snch  matters  adnse  thil 
it  will  remedy  an  existing  evil,  the  o(»iiw«* 
thought  it  their  duty  to  lay  it  before  the  Satfe. 

Mr,  Foot  aaid  that  the  bill  wooM  ceue » 
increase  not  only  of  the  expense  of  purser^  "^ 
an  inorease  of  expenMS^  axdndve  of  thrti  >^ 
the  United  States.  If  ngar  is  laid  np  i>^ 
twelve  and  half  oenta  a  pound,  and  tae  «■» 
sails  for  the  West  Indiee,  there  sugar  of  !!«■■• 
quality  can  be  had  for  two  and  a  hsli  «■"* 
ponnd.  Slops^  as  they  are  called,  csa  be  pw- 
chased  in  the  Mediterraneaii  much  chewer  tbu 
here ;  jet  by  each  of  these  the  Unitea  ^^ 
will  be  a  loser.  Be  anggested  to  fix  the  pre- 
mium at  ten  per  cent,  on  issues,  and  to  1«  «» 
compensation  of  pursers  stand  as  It  now  \m. 

Mr.  Smtth,  of  Maryland,  said  that  be  WM- 
atood  the  chairman  of  the  commrtte*  IJW- 
EAim)  to  atate  that  the  money 
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tliat  •  vessel  goes  to  the  Paoifio  for  three  jeam 
and  that  GoTemment  adTaooes  thirty  thoosand 
doUan,  the  interest  on  that  boih  wotud  be  equal 
to  the  pureer'e  paj.  Id  replj  to  what  bad  b«ea 
uid  hj  Mr.  Bbhtoit,  Mr.  8,  said  he  was  oorrect 
in  stating  that  the  eeneral  time  of  a  vojage  at 
•ea  was  three  moDtDs,  but  not  bo  in  stating  that 
aH  a  Biulor  had  to  do  when  he  arrived  in  port, 
was  to  go  ashore  and  buy  what  he  wanted.  The 
sailor  baa  not  mone; :  he  tAkea  none  to  aaa 
with  him,  and  if  he  did,  (said  Mr.  9.,)  he  wonld 
throw  it  overboard,  likelj.  Bnt  suppose  Jack 
asks  the  pnraer  for  ten  dollars ;  whether  to  go 
on  shore  for  a  fh)lio  or  bny  a  coat ;  the  purser 
refuses  him.  Jack  then  aajs,  I  want  a  pair  of 
boots.  A  sulor  (add  Mr.  B.)  never  wants  hoots ; 
bnt  this  case  had,  to  hia  biowledge,  occurred. 
Jack,  of  oourse,  gets  the  bocte ;  he  is  charged 
fifteen  dollars  for  them ;  he  goes  on  shore  and 
sella  them  for  two  dollars,  all  which  he  spends. 
This  (said  Mr.  S.)  is  in  reply  to  the  remedy 
suggested  by  the  gentleman  from  Miasonri,  and 
this  would  be  the  result  of  it.  He  said  he  would 
vote  for  the  bill. 

The  question  was  then  pat  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeoa 
•od  nays,  84  to  10. 

7^  Indian*. 

The  Senate  resomed  the  bill  to  provide  for 
an  esehanse  of  lands  with  the  Indians  residing 
in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  and  for  tfa^ 
removal  west  of  the  Mississippi 

Mr.  FsKUHoBursBN  moved  to  add  to  the  bill 
the  following : 

"  Sec.  9.  Tlut,  nn^  the  laid  tribes  or  nations  ihaU 
choose  to  remove,  u  by  thU  act  is  contemplated, 
they  shall  be  protected  in  their  present  poasasiioDa, 
■nd  la  the  eiyoyment  of  all  their  rights  of  territory 
and  goTcnuneot,  u  heretofore  exercised  and  en- 
joyed, from  all  intermpCioiis  uid  eacroachments." 

"Sec  10.  That,  before  any  remOTal  ahall  take 
pUce  of  any  of  the  said  tribes  or  nations,  and  be- 
fore any  exchange  or  exchange!  of  landbemadeas 
albreaaid,  that  Ue  ri^ts  of  anv  saeh  tribes  or  na- 
tiona,  in  Uie  premises,  shall  be  snpolated  for,  aeenred, 
and  gnarantfed,  by  treaty  or  treatiea,  aa  heretofore 

Mr.  MoKurm  then  renewed  the  amendment 
which  he  heretofore  ofibred  to  the  4th  section, 
In  tiie  following  words: 

"  And  upon  the  payment  of  inch  valoatton,  the 
fanprovemenie  so  valned  and  paid  for  shall  pass  to 
the  Dnhed  States ;  and  poeiesrion  ihall  not  aAer- 
WBxds  be  permitted  to  any  of  the  same  tribe." 

Mr.  FKELDteBuraKa  addressed  the  Senate 
abont  two  hours,  in  oontinuatlDn  of  his  speech 
heretofore  oonunenoed,  when  he  gave  way  for 
an  a^ioummant. 

FKmi.T,  April  9. 

Stmoval  nf  CAe  Indian*. 

The  bin  to  provide  for  an  exchange  of  lands 

with  the  Indians  residing  in  any  oi  the  Statea 

or  territoriea,  and  for  their  removal  weat  of  the 


river  Miasisaippi,  was  resomed  in  Oommittee 
of  the  Whole,  wiUk  the  amendment  ofibred  by 
Mr.  FsKuiraSDiBBH. 

Mr.  FsxLiNOHUTSKir  said :  I  proceed  to  the 
diaonaaion  of  tboae  principles  which,  in  my 
humble  judgment,  fully  ana  clearly  sustain  the 
olums  of  the  Indians  to  all  their  politioal  and 
civil  rights,  as  by  them  asserted.  And  here,  I 
insist  that,  by  immemorial  poaaeasion,  aa  the 
original  tenanta  of  the  soil,  they  hold  a  title  be- 
yond and  superior  to  the  Britiidi  orown  and  her 
colonies  and  to  aU  adverse  pretennons  of  onr 
oonftderadon  and  snbaeqneDt  Union.  Ood,  in 
his  providence,  planted  these  tribes  on  this 
Western  continent,  so  &r  aa  we  know,  before 
Great  Britain  heraelf  had  a  political  existenoe. 
I  believe,  air,  it  is  not  now  scodonaly  denied  that 
the  Indians  are  men,  endowed  with  kindred 
faonlties  and  powers  with  oorselvee :  that  they 
have  a  place  m  human  sympathy,  and  are  jostly 
entttJea  to  a  ahare  in  the  oommon  bounties  of  a 
benignant  Providence.  And,  with  this  con- 
ceded, I  ask  in  what  code  of  the  law  of  nations, 
or  by  what  process  of  abstract  deduction,  their 
righta  have  twen  extingniafaed  t 

Where  is  the  decree  or  ordinance  that  has 
stripped  theee  early  and  first  lords  of  the  soil  t 
Sir,  no  record  of  inch  measure  can  be  fbund. 
And  I  might  triumphantly  reet  the  hopes  of 
these  feeble  fragmenta  of  once  great  nations 
npon  thia  impregnable  foundation,  Bowever 
mere  human  policy,  or  the  law  of  power,  or  the 
tTTBnt's  plea  of  expediency,  may  have  fonnd  It 
convenient  at  any  or  in  all  times  to  reoede  from 
the  unchangeable  prinoiples  of  eternal  jnstioe, 
no  Bignment  can  shake  the  politioal  maxim, 
that,  where  the  Indian  always  has  been,  he 
enjoys  an  abaolnte  right  still  to  be^  in  the  free 
exeroise  of  his  own  modes  of  thought,  govern- 
ment, and  oondnoL 

In  the  light  of  natnral  law,  oan  a  reamn  for 
a  distinction  exist  in  the  mode  of  enjoying  that 
which  is  my  own  t  If  I  use  it  for  himling,  may 
another  take  ft  beoanse  be  needs  it  for  a^^iooi- 
tnre  ?  I  am  aware  that  some  writers  have,  by 
a  system  of  artifidal  reasoning^  endeavored  to 
jn^ify,  or  rather  excuse  the  encroachments 
made  npon  Indian  territory ;  and  tiiey  denom- 
inate these  abstractions  the  law  of  n^ons,  and 
in  this  ready  way  the  queetion  Is  despatohed. 
Sir,  as  we  trace  the  aouroes  of  thia  law,  we 
find  its  authority  to  depend  either  npon  the  oon- 
ventiona  or  common  consent  of  nations.  And 
when,  permit  me  to  inquire,  were  the  Indian 
tribes  ever  oonaulted  on  the  eatabliahment  of 
snoh  a  lawl  Who  ever  represented  them  or 
their  interests  in  an^  Oongreaa  {^nations,  to  con- 
far  upon  the  pubho  ruks  of  intercourse,  and 
the  proper  fonndations  of  dominion  and  prop- 
erty? The  pMn  matter  of  fact  is,  that  all 
these  partial  doctrines  have  resulted  tnaa  the 
selfish  plana  and  pureoits  of  more  enUghtened 
nations;  and  it  is  not  matter  for  any  great 
wonder,  that  they  ahould  ao  lar^ly  partake  of 
a  mercenary  and  exclonve  epurit  toward  the 
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It  io,  howflver,  admitted,  sir,  that,  whea  the 
increase  of  popolatioii  and  the  wants  of  man- 
kind demand  the  coltiration  of  the  earth,  a 
dn^  is  thereby  devolved  upon  the  proprietors 
of  large  and  nncnltivated  regiona,  of  devoting 
them  to  SDoh  useful  purposes.  Bnt  snoh  ap- 
proprialions  are  to  be  obtained  bj  fair  oontnot, 
and  for  reasonable  compensation.  It  is,  in  snch 
a  case,  the  dntj  of  the  proprietor  to  aeU ;  we 
may  properly  address  his  reason  to  induce  him ; 
bnt  we  cannot  ri^tfblly  compel  the  oeesion  of 
his  lands,  or  take  them  by  violence,  if  his  oon- 
sent  be  withheld.  It  is  with  great  satiafaotion 
that  I  am  enabled,  upon  the  beet  authority,  to 
afflrm,  that  this  daty  has  been  largely  and  f^- 
eronsly  met  and  fulfilled  on  tlie  part  ot  the 
abori^nal  proprietors  of  this  t»ntinent.  Sev' 
era!  years  ago,  official  reports  to  Congress 
stated  the  amount  of  Indian  aranta  to  the 
United  States  to  exceed  two  honved  and  four- 
teen  millions  of  acres.  Yes,  sir,  we  have  ao- 
qntred,  and  now  own,  m(H«  land  as  Uie  fnita 
of  their  bounty  than  we  shall  di^)ose  of  at  the 
present  rate  to  actual  settlers  in  two  hundred 
years.  For,  very  reoently,  It  has  been  asoer- 
tuned,  on  this  floor,  that  our  pbblio  salee  aver- 
age not  more  than  about  one  million  of  acres 
annually.  It  greatly  aggravates  the  wrong  that 
is  now  meditated  agamst  these  tribes,  to  but- 
vey  the  rich  and  ample  districts  of  their  terri- 
tories, that  eiUier  force  or  persnosion  have  in- 
corporated into  our  public  demons.  As  the 
tide  of  our  population  has  rolled  on,  we  have 
added  poronase  to  purchase.  The  confiding 
Indian  listened  to  our  professions  of  frieno- 
ship:  we  called  him  brother,  and  he  believed 
ns.  UUlions  afler  millions  he  has  yielded  to 
our  importunity,  until  we  have  acquired  more 
than  can  be  cultivated  in  cuitnries— and  yet 
we  crave  more.  We  have  crowded  the  trilws 
upon  a  few  miserable  acres  on  our  Bootbon 
frontier :  it  b  all  that  ia  left  to  them  of  their 
onoe  boundleaa  forests :  and  still,  like  the 
horse-leeoh,  our  insulated  cupidity  cries,  give  I 
give  I 

Before  I  proceed  to  dednoe  ooUataral  oonfir- 
motions  of  this  original  title,  frtnn  all  our  jxditi- 
oal  Interoouise  and  oonventknu  with  the  Indian 
tribes,  I  beg  leave  to  pause  «  moment,  and  view 
the  cose  aa  it  Ilea  beyond  the  treaties  made 
with  than:  and  aside  also  from  aU  conflicting 
dUms  between  the  oonfbderation,  and  the 
colonies,  and  the  Otmgreas  of  the  States.  Our 
ancestors  fbnnd  tbese  people,  br  removed  from 
the  oommotions  of  Enrope,  exeroidng  all  the 
ri{Ata,  and  et^oying  the  privilc^^  of  free  and 
independent  soveragna  of  this  new  world. 
They  were  not  a  wild  and  lawless  horde  of 
banditti,  bat  lived  under  the  reatrunte  of  gov- 
ernment, patriarchal  in  its  charactar,  and  ener- 
getic in  its  influence.  They  had  ohiefiL  bead 
men,  and  oounoils.  The  whlto  men,  tne  an- 
tbora  of  all  their  wrongs,  approached  them  as 
friends — they  eiiended  the  olive  branch ;  and, 
being  thm  a  feeble  colony  and  at  the  mercy  of 
the  native  t^ionta  of  tbe  soil,  by  presents  and 
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profesdons,  propitiated  thnr  g 
Indian  yielded  a  dow,  but  suoaunnai  mui- 
denoe;  granted  to  the  colonists  an  atriding 
place ;  and  snfi^red  them  to  grow  up  to  man'i 
estate  beside  him.  He  never  raised  the  eliim 
of  elder  titie :  as  the  white  man's  wants  is- 
ereased,  he  opened  tbe  hand  of  bis  beratj 
wider  and  wider.  By  and  by,  oonditaouin 
changed.  His  people  mdt  away;  his  liodi 
are  otmatantly  oov^ed ;  millions  after  nutboDi 
are  ceded.  The  Indian  bears  it  allmecllj; 
he  compUna,  indeed,  as  well  he  vaj;  tnt 
BQ&ere  on ;  and  now  he  flnda  that  thia  n^- 
bor,  whom  his  kindneas  had  nourished,  hH 
spread  on  adverse  title  over  the  last  retnvu 
of  his  pabimony,  barely  adequate  to  his  vmti, 
and  tnma  upon  him,  and  says,  "  away !  wt  eta.- 
not  endure  yon  so  near  ns  I  These  fmsti  sad 
rivers,  these  grovea  <tf  yonr  &thtt8,  Ibese  fre- 
rides  and  bunting  gronnda,  are  onrs  by  lh«  right 
of  power,  and  the  force  <a  nnmben.''  Sir,  M 
every  treaty  be  blotted  from  our  record^  ud 
in  the  Judgment  of  natural  and  nnchanoMU* 
tmtb  and  Justice,  I  ask,  who  is  tbe  iqjnnd,  ud 
who  is  the  aggreesort  Let  eonsnenee  sanro', 
and  I  fear  not  the  resolt    Sir,  let  these  The 

Jilease,  denounce  the  public  feeling  tm  this  nb- 
oct  as  the  morbid  excitement  of  a  fibe  hu- 
manity ;  bnt  I  return  with  the  inquiry,  whethtr 
I  have  not  presented  the  case  traly,  with  no 
feature  of  it  overobaned  or  distorted  t  And,  in 
view  of  it,  who  can  help  feeling,  rirt  Dothe 
obligations  of  jnstice  change  witii  the  colof  rf 
the  skin  f  Is  it  one  of  the  prerogativei  of  Iba 
white  man,  that  he  may  disregora  the  dieUM 
of  moral  prindples,  when  an  Indian  d«Ilb« 
concerned?  No,  sir.  In  that  severe  and  im- 
partial scrutiny  which  flitnrity  will  cart  onr 
thb  snligect,  the  righteous  reward  will  be,  t^ 
those  very  oansee  whioh  are  now  pleaded  nr 
the  relued  enforcement  of  the  nles  of  eqni^ 
ni^ed  npon  na  not  only  a  ri^  exeootkaaflM 
highest  Jnadoe,  to  the  verv  letter,  bat  diiiiM  tt 
our  hands  a  generous  and  niaguanimoDs  pc^Kj- 
Standing  here,  then,  on  this  nnshakoi  bm, 
how  is  it  possible  that  even  a  shadow  of  claia 
to  soil,  or  jurisdiction,  can  be  derived,  by  fcra- 
ing  a  collatervl  issue  between  the  6tit«  w 
GeorRia  and  the  General  Govenunentf  H« 
compliunt  is  mode  against  the  Umled  StsUa,  r^ 
encroachments  on  ner  sovereisnty.  Sr,tbe 
Gberokees  are  no  parties  totfiia  l«e;  m 
have  no  part  in  this  controrenry.  Ttajbow 
by  better  titie  thondtherOeorgiaorUielJnim. 
They  have  nothing  to  do  with  State  sovewigB^; 
or  Dmted  Statea  aovereign^y.  Th^  are  Uw" 
and  beyond  both.  True,  sir,  they  have  w« 
treaties  with  both,  but  not  to  aoqnire  tlw  « 
Jorisdiction ;  these  they  had  before-^*  oOM 
the  evil  hour  to  them,  when  their  irhw 
brothers  fled  to  them  for  an  *V^^^_J°E 
treated  to  secure  protection  and  gnuanie*  w 
Bobsisting  powers  and  privileges  j  and  so  t»r  w 
thoae  conventions  rdee  obligaaoM,  wj  »» 
willing  to  meet,  and  always  have  met,  m*™"" 
folly  performed  them;  and  now  B«pe<*ntw» 
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great  people,  the  like  fidelity  to  plighted  oore- 

I  have  thus  endwiTOred  to  bring  tUs  qneetioii 
up  to  the  coDtroI  of  first  piinciplee,  1  foi^t 
all  lliat  va  have  promised,  and  aO  that  Georgia 
has  repeatedly  oonoeded,  and,  bj  her  oondact, 
conflnned.  8b,  in  this  abstract  presentation 
of  the  case,  stripped  of  ever?  collateral  oiroom- 
■tanoe — and  theee  only  the  more  flrmlv  estab- 
liabed  the  Indian  clt^ma—thtw  legarded,  if  the 
eontending  parties  ware  to  exchange  podtiona ; 
place  the  wliite  man  where  the  Indian  stands ; 
load  him  with  all  these  wrongs,  and  what  path 
would  his  ootraged  feelings  strike  ont  for  hia 
irt    Twentj  shillings  tax,  I  think  it 


kitwB& 
t,  rotued 


old  world,  from  which  she  datea  a  ^oriooi 
epo<±,  whoee  bealthflil  inflnenoe  still  onerishea 
the  spirit  of  freedom,  A  few  pence  (^  dntf 
on  tea,  that  Invaded  no  flreaiae,  eidted  no 
fbara,  disturbed  no  snbstantial  interest  what- 
ever, awakened  in  the  American  oolooiee  a 
^ririt  of  firm  resistaooe ;  and  how  was  the  tea 
tai  met,  airt  Jostas  it  shoald)>e.  There  was 
lurking  beneath  this  trifling  imporitjon  of  dntj, 
a  covert  assnmption  of  anthority,  that  led 
directlj  to  oppressive  exactions.  "  No  taxation 
vithont  representation "  became  onr  motto. 


from  the  water's  edge,  repelled  the  encroach- 
ments of  a  misguided  cabineL  We  snooesa- 
folly  and  trinmphantl;  contended  for  the  very 
ri^ts  and  privil^es  that  onr  Indian  neighbors 
now  implore  ns  to  protect  and  to  preserve  to 
them.  Sir,  this  thon^t  invests  tbe  snbjeot 
nnder  debate  with  most  eingnlar  and  moment- 
ona  interest  We,  whom  Ood  has  exalted  to 
the  very  snmmit  of  prosperity — whoee  brief 
career  forms  the  brightest  page  in  history;  the 
wonder  and  prwse  of  the  world;  freedom's 
hope,  and  her  consolation ;  we,  abont  to  torn 
tnators  to  onr  principles  and  onr  fame— abont 
to  beoiHne  the  oppressors  of  the  feeble,  and  to 
east  away  onr  birthright  1  Sir,  I  hope  for  bet- 
ter feelings. 

It  is  a  sabject  foil  of  gratefbl  satisfaction, 
that,  in  onr  pnblic  interconrse  with  the  In- 
dians, ever  since  the  first  colonies  of  white  men 
fonna  an  alx>de  on  these  West«m  shorea,  we 
have  distinctly  recognized  their  title ;  treated 
with  them  as  owners,  and  in  all  onr  acqaisitiona 
of  territory,  applied  onrselves  to  these  ancient 
proprietors,  by  purchase  and  cession  alone,  to 
obtain  the  right  of  soiL  Sir,  (sud  Mr.  F.,)  I 
challenge  the  record  of  any  other  or  different 
pretanaon.  When,  or  where,  did  any  assembly 
or  convention  meet  which  proclaimed,  or  even 
snggeeted  to  these  tribes,  that  the  right  of  dis- 
eoverr  ocmtained  a  aapetior  efficacy  over  all 
prior  titlea  f 

And  onr  recognltioa  was  not  confined  to  the 
K»i  merely.  We  regarded  them  as  nations — 
far  behind  ns  indeed  in  civilization,  but  still 
we  respected  their  forms  of  government — we 


oonfbnned  onr  oondnct  to  thdr  notions  of  civil 
policy.  We  were  aware  of  the  potency  of  any 
edict  that  sprang  from  the  deliberations  of  the 
oonncilfire;  and  when  wederiredlands,orpeaoe^ 
or  alliances,  to  this  sonroe  of  power  and  energy, 
to  this  Kreat  lever  of  Indim  government  we 
addreesea  onr  proposals — to  this  alone  did  we 
look ;  and  from  this  did  we  expect  aid  or  relie£ 
I  now  proceed,  very  briefly,  to  trace  onr  pub- 
lic history  in  these  important  connections.  Aa 
early  as  1768,  a  proclamation  was  issned  by  the 
Eing  of  Ctavat  Brit^  to  his  American  colonies 
and  depeodMidee,  which,  in  dear  and  dedded 


crown  and  t^e  dntiea  of  ita  sntjects.  The  pre- 
amble to  that  part  of  thla  doonment  which  con- 
oems  Indian  a^ta,  is  ootiched  in  terma  that 
cannot  be  mlaundentood.  I  give  a  Uttie  ex< 
tract :  "  And  whereas  it  is  jost  and  reasonable 
and  essential  to  onr  interests  and  the  seouritj 
of  our  colonies,  that  the  several  nations  or  tribes 
of  Indians  with  whom  we  are  connected,  and 
who  live  under  onr  protection,  should  not  be 
molest«d  or  distnrbed  in  the  possession  of  such 
parts  of  our  dominions  and  territories,  as,  not 
having  been  ceded  to  or  onrohased  by  us,  are 
reserved  to  them  or  any  oi  them  as  their  hunt* 
ing  gronnds,"  therefore,  the  Governors  of  colo- 
nies are  prohiUted,  npon  any  pretence  what- 
ever, from  granting  any  warrants  of  snrvey,  or 
passing  any  pi^ta  for  lands,  "  npon  any  lauds 
whatever,  which,  not  having  been  ceded  or 
porchased,  were  reserved  to  the  said  Indians ; " 
and,  by  another  injnnstion  in  the  same  procla- 
mation, "  all  persons  whatever,  who  have  either 
wilfully  or  inadvert«ntiy  seated  themselvea 
npon  any  lands,  which,  not  having  been  ceded 
to,  or  pnrehosed  by  the  crown,  were  reserved 
to  the  Indians  aa  afbres^d,  are  strictly  eqjolned 
and  required  to  remove  themselves  from  aoch 
settlements." 

This  ro;al  ordinance  ia  an  unqualified  admls- 
don  of  every  principle  that  is  now  urged  in 
fevor  of  the  liberties  snd  rights  of  these  tribes^ 
It  refers  to  them  as  nations  that  had  put  them- 
selves under  the  protection  of  the  crown ;  and 
advertins  to  the  act  that  their  lands  hod  not 
been  ceded  or  purchased,  it  freely  and  justly 
rans  out  the  inevitable  ocndnston,  that  they  are 
reserved  to  these  nations  as  their  proper^ ;  and 
forbids  all  surveys  and  patents,  and  warns  off 
all  intruders  and  trespasBers.  Sir,  this  conttuna 
the  epitome  of  Indian  history  and  title.  No 
king,  colony,  State,  or  territory,  ever  made,  or 
attempted  to  moke,  a  grant  or  titie  to  the  In- 
dians, hut  oniversdly  and  perpetually  derived 
their  UUes  from  them.  This  one  fact,  that 
stands  forth  broadly  on  the  page  of  Indian 
history,  which  neither  kings  nor  colonies — 
neither  lords  proprietors,  nor  diplomatic  agenta, 
have,  on  any  single  occasion,  dispnted,  is  alone 
snfflcientlodemolish  the  whole  system  of  politi- 
cal pretensions,  conjored  np  in  modem  tiroes,  to 
drive  the  poor  Indum  frtnn  the  last  refuge  of 
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The  next  important  ere  in  the  order  of  time 
relatefl  to  the  aispate  of  the  colonies  witb  Great 
BriUun.  The  attention  of  the  Conffresa  on  the 
eve  of  that  conflict  waa  called  to  the  sitoation 
of  these  tribes,  and  their  diipodtionB  on  that 
interesting  mbject.  Then,  nr,  we  approached 
them  as  independent  nations,  vitli  the  ac- 
knowledged power  to  form  alliances  with  or 
against  na.  For,  in  Jnne,  1776,  our  Oongreag 
resolved,  "  That  the  Committee  for  Indian 
Affairs  do  prepare  proper  talks  to  the  several 
tribes  of  Indiana,  for  engaging  the  continnanoe 
of  their  friendship  to  na,  and  neotraliw  in  our 
present  nnhappy  dironte  with  Great  Britain." 
Ag^n,  on  the  12th  July,  177G,  a  report  of  the 
committee  was  agreed  to,  with  tlie  following 
danse  at  its  head :  "  That  the  securing  and  pre- 
serving the  friendship  of  the  Indian  nations, 
appears  to  be  a  aat^etl  of  the  ntmost  moment  to 
these  colonies."  And,  sir,  the  jonmalaof  that 
eventM  period  of  onr  history  are  flill  of  resolu- 
tions, all  of  which  indicate  the  same  opinions  of 
those  illustrions  statesmen,  respecting  the  nn- 
questioned  sovereignty  of  the  Indians.  I  for- 
bear farther  details.  After  the  Bevolntion,  and 
in  the  eighth  year  of  our  independence,  in  the 
month  01  September,  A.  D.  178S,  the  Congress 
Bg^  took  up  the  sniject  of  Indian  affairs,  and 
resolved  to  hold  a  convention  with  the  Indians 
residing  in  the  Middle  and  Northern  States, 
who  h^  taken  np  arms  ag^njit  na,  for  tbe  pnr- 
poses  of  reoeivinn  them  into  the  favor  and  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  and  of  establishing 
boundary  lines  of  property,  for  separating  and 
dividing  the  aettlements  of  the  citizens  from 
the  Indian  villages  and  hnnting  grounds,  and 
thereby  eitinguish'  '  -.   .     t, 

occasion  for  future  ai 


tention."  !^  at  any  point  of  onr  eiistanoe  as  a 
people,  a  disposition  to  encroach  upon  the  In- 
dians, and  to  break  down  their  separate  and 
sovereign  charactor,  could  have  been  looked 
for,  or  at  all  excused,  this  was  the  time ;  when 
we  bad  jost  come  ont  of  a  long,  severe,  and 
bloody  conSict.  often  persecuted  by  onr  foea 
with  unnatnral  barbarity,  and  to  wgravate 
whicl^  theee  very  tribes  ha!d  devoted  their  sav- 
age and  feroclons  cnstoms.  And  yet.  sir,  what 
do  we  find  f  Instead  of  the  claims  of  conqneat, 
the  rights  of  war,  now  so  convenient  to  set  up, 
the  American  Congress,  greatly  Just,  accord  to 
these  vei^  Indians  the  cfaaracter  of  foreign  na- 
tions, end  invite  them  to  take  shelter  under  onr 
favor  and  protection ;  not  only  this,  bnt  adopt 
measnree  to  ascertain  and  eetablish  bonnd^ 
lines  of  property  between  onr  dlizens  and 
their  villagea  and  hnnting  grounds. 

Under  the  confederation  of  the  old  Thirteen 
States,  and  shortly  before  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution,  on  the  20th  of  November,  178B,  a 
treaty  waa  made  with  the  Cherokee  nation,  at 
Hopewell.  This  treaty,  according  to  its  title, 
was  concluded  between  "  Commisaioners  Heni- 
potentiary  of  the  United  States  of  America,  of 
the  one  part,  and  the  Headmen  and  Warriors  of 
all  the  Cherokeea,  of  the  other."     It  givee 


"peace  to  all  the  Cherokeea,"  and  reoeifes  them 
into  the  favor  and  protection  of  tbe  Uniled 
States.  And,  by  the  first  article,  the  Cbero- 
kees  agreeio  restore  all  the  prisonen,  dlii^i 
of  the  United  States,  or  snl^ects  of  (heir  lilies, 
to  their  entire  liberty.  Here,  a^n,  we  Sn- 
cover  the  same  ntagnanimona  policy  of  raovK- 
ing  any  pretended  rights  of  a  oonqnerw  in  ov 
negotiations  with  the  allies  of  onr  enemy.  Te 
invite  them  to  peace;  we  engage  to  beoouie 
their  protectors,  and  in  the  stipolatioD  Ua  tb* 
liberation  of  prisoners,  we  trace  agun  tbe  l»t«d 
Une  of  distinction  between  the  citizens  <rf  Ih* 
United  States  and  the  Cherokee  peoide. 

Who,  after  thisj  sir,  can  ret^  a  sfn^  donU 
as  to  the  unquestioned  political  sovereigiity  <i 
theee  tribes  1  It  is  very  true,  that  they  wm 
not  absolutely  independent.  As  they  lud  t»- 
come  oomparatively  feeble,  and  as  they  mn, 
in  the  mass,  an  nncivilized  racc^  they  cboM  Id 
depend  upon  ns  for  protection ;  hut  this  ^ 
not  destroy  or  affect  their  sovereignty.  Tin 
mle  of  public  law  is  clearly  steted  by  Vatt^ 
"  one  community  may  be  bound  to  another  by 
a  very  uneqnal  alliance,  and  still  be  a  soveRigi 
State.  Though  a  weak  State,  in  order  to  pro- 
vide for  its  safety,  sbonld  place  itself  nndM'  Ihs 
protection  of  a  more  powerfbl  one,  yet,  if  it  n- 
serves  to  Itself  the  right  of  govemiD^  its  omi 
body,  it  onght  to  be  considered  as  ao  indepeod- 
ent  State."  If  the  right  of  self-gOTNunwDl  it 
retained,  the  State  preserves  its  political  exist- 
ence ;  and,  permit  me  to  ask,  when  did  ibe 
Southern  Indians  relinquish  this  rightl  Sir, 
they  have  alwi^  esen^Md  it,  and  were  Mt^a 
distnrbed  in  the  enjoyment  of  tt,  until  tbe  liU 
legislation  of  Georgia  and  the  States  of  Alabimt 
and  Uississippf. 

The  treaty  next  prooeeds  to  estabUsh  territo- 
rial domains,  and  to  forbid  all  intmiioiu  npoa 
the  Cherokee  oonntry,  by  any  of  our  dtiiei^ 
on  tbe  pcdiu  of  onUawry.  It  providea,  tbal,  >i 
any  citizen  of  the  United  States  shall  ronun  «a 
the  lands  of  the  Indians  for  six  noothi  "sAer 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  such  persoo  ahall 
forfeit  the  protection  of  the  Unitea  States,  ud 
,thB  Indians  may  punish  him,  or  not,  as  tbey 
please."  What  stronger  ottribnte  itf  soverdgn? 
oonld  have  been  oonMded  to  this  tribe,  tbu  to 
have  accorded  to  tiiem  the  power  of  punisbiU 
onr  citizens  according  to  tn^  own  Ian  ud 
modes ;  and,  sir,  what  more  satisfactory  i^w 
can  be  hmished  to  the  Senate^  of  the  noMn 
and  infiexible  purpose  of  onr  Gowomeiit  to 
maintun  the  rights  of  the  Indian  natii»^  lb*'' 
the  annexation  of  such  aanctiont  as  the  ^ 
feiture  of  national  protection,  and  the  iDflic- 
tion  of  any  pnniehtnent  within  the  raiue  of  mv- 
age  discretion  t  It  is  to  be  recollected  tbil  tba 
treaty  was  made  at  a  time  when  all  admit  tb« 
Oherokeee  to  have  been,  with  veij  rare  ei«p- 
tions,  in  the  rudest  state  of  Pagan  darfcnw. 

It  is  really  a  snljject  of  wonder,  (ttfd  Mr.  FJ 
that  after  these  repeated  and  solema  reeo^ 
tiODs  of  right  of  srfl,  territory,  andinrisdit^ 
in  theee  aboriginal  nations,  it  ihonld  be  gctmj 
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irill ;  ajid,  what  u  absolotelT'  marveUoos,  that 
the;  are  a  part  of  the  Qeofgia  popnlatioii — a 
dutrict  of  her  temtoij,  and  amenable  to  her 
Uvs,  whenever  ehe  obooeea  to  eitead  them. 

After  the  treatT'  of  Hopewell  was  ooDclnded 
and  ratified,  and  in  the  year  1787,  the  States  of 
fiorth  Carolina  and  Georgia  transmitted  their 
pioteei  to  Conneaa,  in  which  Uiey  oompluned 
of  the  oonrw  <nr  tranMotioaa  adopted  with  re- 
qieot  to  the  Indiana,  and  asserted  a  right  in  th< 
Sutea  to  treat  with  these  tribes,  and  to  obtaii 
gruts  of  their  iands.  The  Congress  referred 
the  whole  matter  t«  a  committee  of  five,  who 
nude  an  elaborate  report  that  disclosed  the 
principles  npon  which  the  intercourse  of  the 
oonfederaoj  with  these  people  was  foonded. 
It  is  material  to  a  correct  nnderstanding  of  this 
branch  of  the  subject,  that  we  should  advert  to 
a  limitation,  sabdsting  at  that  time,  apon  the 
powers  of  the  old  ConoreM.  The  IlinitatiOD  is 
eontained  in  the  fbllowmg  olanee  of  the  articles 
erf  confederation :  "Congress  shall  have  the  sole 
and  ezolnsive  right  of  regulating  the  trade  and 
Tn«Ti«gtng  all  affiiirs  with  the  TniiUTitt  sot  mem- 
ber«  of  «nj  other  Btates;  proTided  that  the 
legislatire  ri^t  of  ui;r  StUe  within  its  — 
Umita  be  not  infringed  or  violated." 

Hpon  this  danse  and  its  proviso,  the 
mittee  proceed  to  report ;  "  In  framing  this 
clMise.  the  parties  to  the  federal  compact  must 
have  nad  soine  defliut«  objects  in  view ;  the 
objects  that  come  into  view  principally  in 
fonntng  treaties,  or  managing  affairs  with  the 
In^ana,  had  Iwen  long  onderstood,  and  pretty 
well  Mcert^ned  in  ^ts  comitry.  The  oom- 
mittee  emioeive  that  it  has  been  long  the 
cqiinloa  of  the  oonntr]',  supported  by  justice  and 
humanly,  that  the  Insane  have  Jast  oUms  to 
an  lands  oocin^ed  by,  and  not  fairly  pnrohssed 
from  them.  The  laws  of  the  State  can  have  no 
efbot  upon  a  tribe  of  Indians  or  their  lands 
within  »  State,  soloog  as  thattribe  is  independ- 
ent and  not  a  member  of  the  State.  It  cannot 
be  BnppoMd  that  the  State  has  the  powers  men- 
OooM,"  (those  of  making  war  and  peace,  pur- 
chasing luads  from  them  and  fixing  bonndanea,) 
"withont  absor^ty  in  theory  and  practice. 
For  the  Indian  tribes  are  Jnstlr  considered  the 
CMumon  friends  or  enemies  of  ue  United  States, 
and  no  particolar  State  can  have  an  ezclo^ve 
intOTeat  in  the  management  of  aSiun  with  any 
of  the  Mbea,  except  in  nnoommon  cases."  The 
Senate  perceive  the  estimate  that  was  formed 
of  these  State  pretenraons.  The  committee 
argne,  with  oondnsive  energyi  that,  to  yield 
snch  powers  to  ^particnlai'  States,  would  not 
only  M  abenrd  m  theory,  but  woold  in  fact 
de^roy  the  whole  system  of  Indian  relations — 
Uiat  this  divided,  alternate  cognizance  of  the 
matter,  by  the  States  and  by  the  Congresa, 
oonld  never  be  enforced,  and  woold  result 
in  discordant  and  fruitless  regulations.  The 
grounds  assumed  in  this  able  report  are  nn- 
■nswersble.  The  committee  regarded  the  snb- 
jact  M  Tintimal.  oonoeming  the  whole  United 
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States,  of  whom  the  Indians  w 
friends  or  foee. 
That  such  a  oonoem  was  too  general  end 

iiohlio  in  all  its  bearings,  to  be  subjected  to  the 
egislation  and  management  of  any  partionlar 
State.  The  Congress,  therefore,  aasnme  the  en- 
tire Jurisdiction  and  control  of  it.  And  after 
this  report,  we  hear  no  more  of  State  protests. 
They  yielded  their  claims  to  a  much  s^er 
depository  of  this  interesting  trust.  Sir,  I  take 
leave  to  say,  that  the  sound,  sensible  principles 
of  this  report  have  lost  nothing  of  their  an- 
thority  by  time,  and  that  every  year  of  onr  his- 
tory hasoonflrmed  their  wisdom,  and  illnstrated 
the  instioeond  humanity  of  the  Congress  of '87. 
Tne  convention  that  formed  and  adopted  the 
constitution,  in  their  deliberations  upon  the 
security  of  Indian  rights,  wisely  determined  to 
place  onr  relations  with  the  tribes  under  the 
absolute  snperintendence  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment, which  they  were  abont  to  establish. 
The  proviso  under  the  old  compact,  that  had, 
in  ambigaoQS  terms,  reserved  to  particidar 
States  an  nndefined  management  of  Indian 
affairs,  was  altogether  discarded,  and  tiie  sim- 
ple nni^nalified  control  of  this  important  branch 
of  pabttc  policy,  was  delegated  to  Congress  in 
the  fbllowing  clanse  of  the  oonstitaUon :  "  Oon- 
greas  riiaU  have  power  to  regulate  commerce 
with  foreign  nations,  among  the  several  State^ 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes."  An  incidental 
argument,  in  favor  of  my  view&  cannot  &il  to 
stnke  the  mind  on  the  face  of  this  clause.  The 
plea  that  is  now,  for  the  first  time,  urged  against 
the  Indians,  rests  upon  the  allegation,  that  the 
tribes  are  not  distinct  nations — that  they  com- 
pose a  portion  of  the  people  of  the  States ;  and 
yet,  in  the  greot  national  charter,  this  work  of 
mnoh  collected  wisdom,  virtne,  and  patriot- 
n,  as  ever  adorned  the  annals,  or  shed  light 
npon  the  government  of  any  age  or  country, 
the  Indian  tribes  ore  associated  with  foreign 
nations  and  the  several  States,  as  one  of  the 
three  distinct  departments  of  the  human  family, 
with  which  the  General  Government  was  to 
quisle  commerce.  Strange  company,  truly, 
which  to  find  those  it  now  seems  convenient 
to  denominate  a  few  poor  miserable  savages, 
that  were  always  the  peculiar  sabjeota  of  State 
ty.  mere  tenants  at  will  of  the  soil, 
whom  it  is  "idle  "  to  speak  of  nego- 
tiating 'treaties. 

There  was  another  subject,  closely  connected 
with  tiiis,  that  engaged  the  anxions  delibera- 
tions of  the  great  statesmen  who  composed  the 
memorable  convention — and  this  was  the  treaty 
power.  To  fonud  this  well,  was  a  concern 
worthy  of  their  first  and  best  tboughta.  The 
1  futh  of  a  nation  was  not  to  be  pledged 
on  grave  and  great  occasions ;  for,  when 
plighted,  it  brought  the  nation  itself  into  obliga- 
tions, too  sacred  to  be  argned  away  by  the  sug- 
gestions of  policy  or  convenience,  profit  or  loss. 
They,  therefore,  salgeot«d  the  exercise  of  this 
high  function  to  two  great  deportoienta  of  the 
Government— the  Pretident  and  Senate  of  tha 
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tbeee  reqnUitea  ooioplied  with,  and  a,  treatj 
made  and  condaded,  no  retreat  from  its  claimB 
was  proYJded  or  desired  by  the  conTention, 
No,  Bir,  To  Bhat  op  every  avenne  of  escape — 
to  compel  na  to  be  faithful—"  treatiee  "  are  de- 
clared, by  the  charter  of  our  Government  "to 
be  the  sapreme  law  of  the  land,  any  thins  m  tbe 
oonstitDtion  or  tatrs  of  any  State  to  t£e  con- 
trary notwithMtandiiig,"  How  oould  the  in- 
violate character  of  a  treaty  be  more  effectu- 
ally preserved  t  Let  oonvoluona  agitate  the 
common  wealth — let  the  atrifes  of  pvty  shake 
the  pillars  of  the  political  edifice — around  the 
nation's  futh  barriers  are  raised,  thatmv  amile 
at  the  Btorm.  And,  rir,  if  these  Eoarda  ful,  if 
these  defences  can  be  assailed  and  broken  down, 
then  may  we  indeed  despair.  Troth  and  honor 
have  no  oitade!  on  earth — their  sanctions  are 
deepised  and  forgotten,  and  the  law  of  the 
strongest  prevuls. 

I  feaf  that  I  shall  oppress  the  patience  of  the 
Senate  by  theee  tedioTis  details;  bat  tbe  enb- 
ject  is  deeply  interesting,  and  each  sncceesive 
year  of  our  political  history  brings  me  fresh  and 
etronc  proo&  of  the  sacred  estimation  always 
Boooraed  to  Indian  rights.  Sir,  in  the  very 
next  year  that  followed  the  formation  of  the 


ion,  on  the  Ist  day  of  September,  1788, 
me  encroachment  of  the  whitee  upon  Uie  In- 
dian territory,  as  guaranteed  to  tnem  by  tbe 
treaty  of  HopewelL  made  with  the  Oherohees, 
as  we  have  already  stated,  in  1766,  oansed  a 
proclamation  to  be  issned  by  Congrees,  of  the 
date  first  mentioned,  affirming  in  all  things  the 
treaty  of  Hopewell,  and  distinctly  announcing 
(I  give  tbe  literal  clanse)  "  the  firm  determina- 
tion of  Congress  to  protect  the  said  Oherokees 
in  their  rights,  according  to  the  trae  intent  and 
meaning  of  the  said  treaty."  And  they  farther 
resolve,  "  that  the  Secretary  of  War  be  directed 
to  have  a  sufficient  mmiber  of  troops  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States  in  readinees,  to  march 
&om  tbe  Ohio  to  the  protection  of  tiie  Ohero- 
kees,  whenever  Congress  shall  direct  tbe  same." 
The  next  important  event.  In  connection  with 
the  Cberokeee,  is  the  trea^  of  Bolston,  mode 
with  them  on  the  2d  Jnly,  1791.  This  was  the 
first  treaty  negotiated  with  the  Oherokeea  after 
the  ooDStitntion,  And  it  is  only  neoeoaary  to 
oi^imder  the  import  of  its  preamble,  to  beoome 
a^^ed  of  the  constancy  of  onr  policy,  in  ad- 
herin(^  to  the  first  principles  of  onr  Indian  ne- 
gotiations. Sir,  let  it  be  remeipbered  that  this 
was  a  crisis  when  the  tme  spirit  of  the  oonstl- 
tntion  wonid  be  best  understood;  most  of  those 
who  framed  it  came  into  the  oonncils  of  the 
country  in  1788.  Let  it  be  well  pondered,  that 
this  treaty  of  Holston  was  tbe  pnbUo  compact 
in  which  General  Washin^n,  as  a  preparative 
Bolemnity,  asked  the  advioe  of  the  Senate,  and 
concerning  which,  be  inqnired  of  that  venerable 
body  whether,  in  the  treaty  to  be  made,  the 


United  State*  shonld  solemnly  guaranty  the  new 
bonndory,  to  be  ascertained  and  fixed  between 
them  and  the  Cherokees. 
The  preamble  to  this  treaty  I  will  now  redte : 


Btstes  uid  the  said  Cherokee  nation,  and  the  dtitCBS 
and  memben  thereof,  snd  to  remove  the  eaasei  of 
war,  by  ascertaining  theli  limits,  and  making  oOier 
neoesMry,  Just,  and  friendly  oTTugements :  ths 
Pterident  of  the  Dnited  States,  by  WUUain  Blount, 
Qovemor  of  the  Terriior;  of  the  Dnhad  Stales  of 
America,  soutti  of  the  river  Ohio,  and  eaperiiiUnd- 
ent  of  Indian  Ajlairs  for  the  Sonthem  District,  whe 
is  vested  with  fiiU  powers  for  these  porpoaee,  bv  and 
with  the  advice  uid  consent  of  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States;  and  the  Cherokee  nation,  by  tbe 
ondersignad  chiefs  and  warriors,  rapresentiiig  the 
nii  nation,  have  agreed  to  the  tbUowing  aiticlea,'* 
Ac 

The  first  artide  stipnlatee  that  there  ahaO  ba 
"perpetual  peace  and  Mendship"  betw««itbe 
pvliee ;  a  sabaequent  article  provides,  that  tb* 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  Cbero- 
keee  "  shall  be  ascertained  and  marked  plunly, 
by  three  pwsons  appointed  by  the  United 
States,  and  three  Oherokees  on  the  part  of  their 

In  pnisnanoe  of  the  advice  of  the  Senate,  by 
the  seventh  article  of  this  treaty,  "  The  United 
States  solemnly  gaarantee  to  the  Cherokee  na- 
tion all  their  lands  not  hereby  ceded," 

And  after  several  materisJ  clansee,  the  coo- 
clnding  article  suspends  tbe  effect  and  oUigatioD 
of  the  treaty  apon  its  ratification  "  by  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  Btate^  with  the  advioe  and 
consent  of  the  Braate  of  the  United  Slates." 

Now,  sir,  it  is  a  most  striking  port  of  thiahi^ 
tory,  that  every  possible  incident,  of  form,  de- 
liberation, advisement,  and  power,  attended 
this  compact  The  Senate  was  consulted  when 
onr  plenipotentiary  was  oommiseioDed ;  fid! 
powers  were  then  given  to  onr  commismner; 
the  aridoles  were  agreed  upon;  the  treaty  re- 
ferred to  the  Eieoative  and  Senate  for  thcii 
ratification,  and,  with  all  its  provision^  by  tbem 
solemnly  oonflrmed. 

It  requires  a  fulness  of  self-respect  and  sd& 
oonfidenoe,  the  lot  of  a  ran  few,  after  time  ba* 
added  its  sanolionB  to  Uiis  hi^  pledge  trf"  bs- 
tional  honor,  to  attempt  to  convict  the  iUvatri- 
ous  men  of  that  Senate  of  grooe  Igoorance  td 
constitnttoDal  power;  to  duwge  agunst  them 
that  they  strangely  mistook  the  charter  under 
which  th(7  acted ;  and  violated  almost  tbe  pro- 
prieties of  language,  as  some  gentlemen  ooo- 
tend,  by  dignifying  with  the  noma  and  fivmali- 
liee  of  a  treaty  *'  mere  bargains  to  get  In^on 
lands."  ^,  who  so  well  undervtood  the  na- 
ture and  extent  of  the  powers  granted  In  tba 
constitution,  as  the  statesmen  who  aided  by 
their  personal  connsels to  eetaMMi  itt 

Every  administration  of  this  OoTemmenli 
fhnn  Prerident  Washington's,  bave^  with  like 
solemnities  and  stipnlationi^  held  treatiea  with 
the  Oherokeet ;  treaties^  too,  \y  almoit  all  at 
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whioh  we  obtained  fdrtber  Mqoiailjoiu  of  their 
tenitoTy.  Tee,  eir,  wheaever  we  approached 
tbem  in  the  langoage  of  Mendahip  and  klDdneaa, 
we  tondMd  the  ohord  that  won  tlMir  oonfldeoce ; 
md  now,  when  thejr  hsv*  nothing  left  irith 
which  to  satisfy  onr  craTtogti,  we  propow  to 
iimiil  ererr  tr«^ — to  gainsaj  onr  word — and, 
hj  violence  and  perfldy,  drive  the  Indian  fhiin 
his  borne.  In  a  sahaeqaent  trea^  between  the 
United  States  and  the  Oharokee  nation,  oon- 
doded  OB  the  Sth  Jnlr,  181T,  eiqtreas  reference 
is  made  to  past  neKOtUtions  between  the  parties 
oa  the  ant^Mt  of  rerooral  to  the  west  of  the 
UivMippl;  the  same  qneetion  that  now  agitate* 
the  oonntrjr,  and  engagee  our  deliberations. 
Aod  diia  eonvention  is  deserving  of  partionlar 
notice,  inaamnoli  aa  we  ahall  levn  from  ft,  not 
onlj  what  eentimenta  were  then  entertained  bj 
oai  Government  towards  the  Oherokees,  but 
dw,  in  what  light  the  di^rent  dispoeiUons  of 
the  Indians  to  emimte  to  the  Wcet,  and  to  re- 
m^  on  their  a^faoent  patrimony,  were  con- 
sidered. This  tr«alT  reoitea  that  ^tplieation 
had  been  made  to  the  Dnited  Statea,  at  a  pre- 
Tjons  pariod,  by  a  depntation  of  the  Oherokees, 
(on  &e  Odi  Jsnaarr,  1800,)  by  whioli  they  ap- 
priasd  t^  Qovemment  of  the  wish  of  a  part 
oftfadrnatlontoremoTewMt  of  theMlBsigai^i, 
andof  tbereeld&e  toabide  in  their  old  babita- 
tionR.  That  the  President  of  the  United  StaCea. 
after  matnretT'  considering  tiie  sobjeot,  answered 
the  petitions  as  follows :  "  The  United  Btatea, 
nj  ehildren,  are  the  fnends  of  both  partiea, 
and,  aa  far  as  ean  be  reasonably  naked,  tb^  are 
willing  to  satisfy  t^e  wishea  of  both.  Those 
tiist  rMuidn  way  bo  assnred  of  onr  patronage, 
onr  ud,  and  onr  good  neigfaboriiood.  To  those 
who  romore,  every  aid  shall  be  administered, 
and  when  established  at  their  new  aettlemenbh 
we  tbtH  consider  them  as  onr  children,  and 
always  btdd  them  firmly  by  the  hand."  The 
conventian  then  establisbM  new  bonndaries  and 
pledges  onr  fidth  to  reapeot  and  defend  the  In- 
haa  t«TTitoriea.  Elome  matten,  by  nnivenal 
consent,  are  taken  as  granted,  witboot  any  ex- 
^tAt  recognition.  Under  the  indnenoe  of  this 
rale  of  oommon  fidroea^  how  can  we  ever  dia- 
pvte  the  Bovercign  right  of  tiie  Oherokees  to 
remdn  east  of  the  Uianssippi,  when  it  was  in 
tdatlon  to  titat  tvtt  looation  that  we  promised 
onr  p«l70Dag^  m,  and  good  neighborbood  ? 
BSx,  is  ttda  hi^-handed  enoroaohment  of  Qeop- 
gia  to  be  the  commentary  upon  the  oatimal 
pledge  here  given,  and  the  obvions  import  of 
thMe  t«rmst  How  were  tbeM  people  to  re- 
main, if  not  OS  they  then  ezistAd,  and  as  we 
then  acknowledged  them  to  be,  a  distinot  and 
Beparste  conunnnity,  governed  by  their  own 
pecnliar  laws  and  oostomet  We  con  never 
deny  tbeae  prinraple^  while  f^  dealing  retains 
any  bold  of^onr  oondncL  Fortlier,  sir,  it  ap- 
pears from  this  treaty,  that  the  Indiana  who 
preferred  to  rem^n  east  of  the  river,  expressed 
"to  ttie  Frerident  an  anxiooa  desire  to  engage 
in  tbe  ponnits  of  agricnltnre  and  driliced  life 
in  the  oooatiy  they  tfaen  ooonpied,"  and  wa  en- 


gaged to  enoonrage  those  landable  pnrpoaes. 
Indeed,  snoh  pnnnits  had  tieen  recommended 
to  tbe  tribes,  and  patronized  by  the  United 
States,  for  many  years  before  this  convention. 
Ur.  Jefltoson,  In  nia  message  to  Oongreae  as 
early  as  180B,  and  wheo  on  the  snbjeot  of  onr 
Indbtn  idattoni^  with  hta  osnal  enlarged  views 
of  pnblio  pcdlOT,  observes:  "The  aboriginal 
inhahitanta  of  these  oonotries,  I  have  regwded 
with  the  commiseration  their  history  inspires. 
Endowed  with  the  facnWes  and  the  rights  of 
men,  breathing  an  Ardent  love  of  libei^  and 
independence,  and  ocoapying  a  coantrr  which 
left  them  no  denre  bnt  to  be  nndistnrbed,  the 
stream  of  overflowing  popnlation  from  other 
re^ona  directed  itself  on  these  shores.  Withont 
power  to  divut,  or  habits  to  contend  against 
it,  they  have  been  overwhelmed  by  the  oarrent, 
or  driven  before  it.  Now,  reduced  witliin  limits 
too  narrow  for  the  hnnter  state,  bomauity  en- 
Joina  DB  to  teach  them  agricnltnre  and  tbe  do- 
mestic arte ;  to  enconrage  them  to  that  indns- 
try  which  alone  can  enable  them  to  maintain 
their  place  in  existence ;  and  to  prepare  them 
in  time  for  that  society  which,  to  bodily  oom- 
forts,  odds  the  improvement  of  tlte  mind  and 
morals.  We  have,  therefore,  liberally  ftarniahed 
tbem  with  the  implements  of  hnsbandry  and 
household  use ;  we  have  placed  among  them 
instmctors  in  the  arts  of  first  necessity ;  and 
they  are  covered  with  the  sagis  of  the  law 
Bsamat  aggresBora  from  among  onraelves." 
These,  sir,  are  sentiments  worthy  of  sn  illnstri- 
OQs  ststesDun.  None  can  &il  to  perceive  the 
spirit  of  jnstice  and  hnmanity  which  Mr.  Jeffer- 
son ohenahed  towards  onr  Indian  aUies.  He 
was,  throngh  his  whole  life,  the  firm,  nnshrink- 
log  advocate  of  their  rights,  a  patnm  of  all  their 
phma  fbr  nuval  improvement  and  elevation. 

It  will  not  be  necessary  (sud  Mr.  F.)  to  pnr^ 
me  the  det^  at  onr  treaty  neootutioos  fnrUier. 
I  beg  leave  to  state,  before  I  leave  them,  how- 
ever, that  with  oil  the  soQthweBt«m  tribes  of 
Indians  we  have  similar  trestiea ;  not  only  the 
Cherokeea,  bnt  the  Creeks,  Ohoctaws,  and 
CMokaaaws,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Geo^[ia, 
Tennessee,  AtabanuL  and  lUssiseippi,  hold  onr 
&ith,  repeatedly  pledged  to  them,  that  we 
wonld  remeot  &oir  bonndariM,  repel  aggres- 
rioDS,  ana  protect  and  nonriafa  them  as  onr 
neishbors  and  friends ;  and  to  all  these  pnblie 
and  sacred  compacts  Georgia  was  a  constant 
party.  They  were  requirei  by  an  article 
never  omitted,  to  be  snbmitted  to  tbe  Senate 
of  Uie  Dnited  Ststea  for  their  advioe  and  con- 
sent.   They  were  so  snhnutted;  and  Georgia, 


withont,  In  any  ringle  instance,  r^mng  an  ex- 
ception, or  interporing  a  oonstttntional  diffi- 
cnlty  or  somple. 

I  have  oomplained  of  the  leglalation  of 
Georgia.  I  will  now  reftor  the  Senate  to  the 
Uw  of  that  Btote,  passed  on  the  lOth  Decem- 
ber, 1889,  that  the  complaint  m^  be  Jnstified. 
The  title  of  the  law  wonld  soffloe  for  snoh  pni^ 
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poM  without  looking  fiirther  into  ite  sections. 
After  eteiiog  its  object  of  Adding  the  territory 
in  the  oooapancf  of  the  Oberokee  nation  ol 
Indian!  to  the  adjacent  coanties  of  G«owa, 
another  diatinot  office  of  this  oppreRetTe  edlot 
of  arbitrary  power  ia  avowed  to  be,  "  to  annnl 
all  laws  and  ordinances  made  hj  the  Ohert^ee 
nation  of  IndiaTW."  And,  iir,  the  act  does  an- 
nol  them  effectnallj.  For  the  Mventh  section 
enacts,  "  that  after  the  first  day  of  June  next, 
all  laws,  ordinances,  orders,  and  regolations  of 
any  kind  whatever,  made,'pasaed,  or  enacted 
by  the  Cherokee  Indiana,  either  in  geoeraJ 
DoaQ<ul,  or  in  any  otber  way  wbatever,  or  by 
any  antbority  whatever,  of  said  tribe,  be,  and 
the  same  are  bereby,  declared  to  be  null  and 
void  and  of  no  effect,  as  if  the  same  bad  never 
eiistod,"  Sir,  here  we  find  a  whole  people 
ontiawed — laws,  coatoms,  rales,  Govenunent 
aU,  by  one  sbort  clause,  abrogated  and  declared 
to  be  vend  aa  if  they  never  had  been.  History 
fbrniahee  no  eiample  of  tnch  hUh-handed 
nsurpation — the  dismemberment  ana  partition 
of  Poland  Wfs  a  deed  of  hnmane  legislation 
compared  with  tbia.  Tha  snoeeeding  clanaes 
are  no  leas  offensive ;  they  provide  that  "  if 
any  person  shall  prevent  by  threats,  menaces, 
or  oUier  means,  or  endeavor  to  prevent  any  In- 


dictment and  oonnnement  in  the  common  Jul, 
or  at  hard  labor  in  the  penitendary,  not  ex- 
ceeding four  years,  at  tbe  discretion  of  tiie 
ooort ;  and  if  any  person  shall  deter,  or  offer 
to  deter,  any  Indun,  head  man,  chief,  or  war- 
rior of  swd  nation,  f^m  selling  or  ceding  to 
the  United  States,  for  the  nse  of  Oeor^  the 
whole  or  any  part  of  said  territory,  or  prevent, 
or  offer  to  prevent,  any  snob  peraons  from 
meeting  in  oonnoil  or  treaty  any  oommiamoner 
or  commiasiouera  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States,  for  any  pnrpoae  whatever,  he  shall  be 
guilty  of  a  high  misdemeanor,  and  liable,  on 
conviction,  to  confinement  at  hard  labor  in  the 
penit«ntiary,  for  not  lees  than  four,  nor  longer 
than  six  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the  oonrt." 
It  is  a  crime  in  Georg^  for  a  man  to  prevent 
tbe  sale  of  bis  oonntir,  a  crime  to  wara  a  chief 
or  bead  man  that  the  sgenta  of  the  United 
States  are  lostraoted  "  to  move  upon  him  in 
tiie  line  of  his  pr^adiceB,"  that  they  are  com- 
ing to  bribe  bun  to  meet  in  treaty  with  the 
oommis^ner.  By  the  way,  rir,  it  seems  these 
treaties  are  very  lawfiil,  when  made  Ibr  the  nae 
of  Qeor^ 

It  is  not  snrpriring  that  onr  agents  advertised 
the  Wot  Department  that  if  the  General  Gov- 
emment  refused  to  interfere,  and  the  Indians 
were  left  to  tbe  law  of  the  States,  they  woold 
soon  exchange  their  lands  and  remove.  To 
compel,  by  harsh  and  omel  penalties,  soch  ex- 
change, ia  the  broad  porpoae  of  this  act  of 
Geor^  and  aotbing  is  wanting  to  ^  np  the 
pictore  of  this  diagracafol  system,  hot  to  per- 
mit the  bill  before  ns  to  pass  withont  amend- 
ment or  proviao.    Then  it  will  all  seem  fair  on 


onr  statnte  books.    It  lagidates  for  none  bnt 
thoee  who  may  choose  to  remove,  while  we 


to  anoh  a  dkoioe.  By  the  modlficattoa  I  have 
enbmitted,  I  beg  for  the  Indian  the  poor  privi- 
l^[e  of  the  exwrise  of  his  own  wiD.  Bot  the 
law  of  Geor^  is  not  yet  satisfied.  Tlte  last 
section  Aeeiaiee,  "  that  no  IndiaiL  or  deaocftd- 
ant  of  any  Indian,  redding  within  tlte  Oeck 
or  Cherokee  nation  of  Indian^  shall  be  deemed 
a  competent  witness  In  any  oonrt  of  this  Btat^ 
to  which  a  white  person  may  be  a  party,  ex- 
cept BDOh  white  pemn  resides  within  the  said 
nation."  It  did  not  snffioe  to  rob  these  people 
of  the  last  vestige  of  th^  own  p<^tical  rigtala 
and  liberties ;  the  work  was  not  complete  ontil 
they  were  ahnt  oat  of  the  protection  of  Geoi^ 
gia  laws.  For,  sir,  after  the  fint  day  of  June 
next,  a  gang  of  lawless  white  nMn  may  break 
into  the  Oberokee  oonntry,  plnnder  iimr  hatd- 


and  father,  and  no  law  of  Geoivia  will  reach 
tha  atrocity.  It  is  vain  to  tell  oa,  rir,  that 
mnrder  inav  be  traced  by  cironmstantial  proba- 
bilities. The  charge  against  this  State  is,  yon 
have,  by  foroe  and  violence,  stripped  these  peo- 


yonr  own.  The  ontrage  of  the  deed  ia,  that 
yon  leave  the  poor  Indian  helpless  uid  Aetam- 
less,  and  in  tbia  crnel  way  hope  to  baniah  him 
frmn  bis  home.  Sir,  if  this  law  be  enfbrced,  I 
do  religiously  believe  QiAt  it  wiU  awaken  tooe* 


The  end,  however,  is  to  Joatify  the  uttaaL 
"  The  removal  of  the  Indian  tribes  to  the  west 
of  tbe  Uiasisnppi  is  demanded  by  tbe  dietatee 
of  humanity."  This  is  a  word  ot  eoadliating 
import.  Bat  it  often  makea  ito  way  to  tha 
heart  under  very  doablftil  titiea,  and  Its  pnscBt 
claims  deserve  to  be  rigidly  qneetioned.  Who 
nrges  this  plea  I  Ther  who  covet  the  Li^ao 
lands — who  wish  to  ria  tbemaelvee  of  a  aa^ 
bor  that  tiiey  dennsa,  and  whose  State  pride  is 
enlisted  in  ronn^ng  off  their  territories.  But 
another  matter  is  worthy  of  a  aeriona  Umm^iL 
Is  tiiere  auoh  a  olaaae  in  onr  oovoianta  with 
tbe  Indian,  that  when  we  dull  deem  it  beat  tar 
bim,  on  the  whole,  we  may  break  onr  eoMe- 
ments,  and  leave  him  to  hia  peneonton)  So^ 
withstaadinR  onr  advwsariea  an  not  entitled 
to  the  nse  tn  sooh  humane  anggestiona,  yet  we 
do  not  shrink  from  an  investigation  of  tfaia  pre- 
tenoe.  It  will  be  fbnnd  as  void  of  sapport  ia 
fkot  as  tbe  other  assompticma  are  of  principle, 

Satdsoat,  April  10. 
Cor^lntuUuM  qf  eerUrin  Land  Cktimt. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Eixia,  tha  Senate  proceed- 
ed to  the  consideration  of  tbe  bill  for  oonfinn- 
ing  oartain  j^i**"^*  ^  lami*  in  the  diatriot  €i 
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Jackson  Court  HooM,  in  the  Btate  of  Hissu- 
■ippi ;  and,  after  a  brief  ezplBoatioa,  Ur.  Eixis 
moved  to  amead  the  bill,  by  itritdng  ont  "  the 
mmunam  prioe,"  and  inaerting  "  fifty  oenta  per 

lis.  Foot  aud  he  tbongbt  it  wonld  hardly 
canmat  with  tbe  plighted  fi^th  of  the  GoTeni- 
ment  to  adopt  t^e  tunendmenL  The  United 
StAtes  had  given  their  pledge  that  no  land 
should  be  sold  at  a  price  less  £00  that  fixed  by 
law ;  and  as  the  minimum  price  was  notr  fixed 
at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  oenta  per  acre, 
these  lands  onght  not  to  be  given  for  a  lower 
smn,  allien  the  law  was  obanged  bo  as  to  oper- 
ate eqoally  on  all  parchasers. 

Ur.  Elus  replied,  that  it  was  not  bis  inten- 
tion to  embarrass  the  bill  at  this  late  period  of 
the  searion,  and  he  wonld  tberdbre  withdraw 


If  r.  FoBSTTH  said,  if  he  nnderatood  the  sub- 
ject rightly,  the  bill  provided  for  oonfirmina 
the  claim  of  one  individual  to  twelve  hnndred 
and  fifty  acres  only,  when  that  individaal 
claimed  one  hondred  thousand  acres  onder  a 
Spanish  grant.  If  this  person  had  a  Just  title 
to  the  wnole  one  bondred  thousand  acres,  he 
ought  to  have  it.  He  believed  that  the  passage 
of  the  law  would  be  either  an  injury  to  the 
individual,  or  to  the  United  States,  for  if  his 
title  was  not  good  for  the  whole  amount  claimed 
by  him,  it  was  defective  as  to  the  number  of 
acres  proposed  te  be  confirmed  to  him. 

Ur.  Eijjs  said  the  title  of  Lewis  Baudr^  to 
one  bondred  thousand  sores  of  land  was  un- 
questionable ;  and  waa  derived  fhmi  a  Bpanish 
grant  made  as  Car  back  as  the  year  1790.  It 
was  well  known  to  the  Senate,  that  Congress 
h«d  iavariabiy  reAued  to  sanction  oonfirmations 
to  large  grants.  There  were  the  grants  to  Uai- 
Bon  Bonge,  Baron  Bastrop,  ^,  which  Oongress 
refosed  to  sanction,  solely  on  the  groond  that 
they  were  for  sach  large  tracts.  He  had  do 
donbt  that,  under  the  treaty,  all  the  clwnanta 
ware  entdUed  to  the  lands  they  held  under 
gpanjah  grants,  beoaase  the  treaty  expressly 
stipnlalee  that  tbeir  rights  eboU  be  guarantied 
to  them.    With  reepeot  to  the  proviso    ' '    '   ' 


dray  a  complete  title  to  twelve  hundred  and 
fifty  acres ;  and  if  he  ohose  to  accept  that  in 
Ilea  of  the  lorse  gi^t  he  d^ined  under  it,  was 
his  own  oonsioeration. 

Ifr.  FoBSTTB  said  there  wu  something  in  the 
matter  he  did  not  distinctly  understand,  and 
the  difficulty  was  increased  by  the  report.  In 
the  list  of  clwna  was  that  of  Lewis  Baudray, 
confirmed  to  his  wife  Margaret  Uorales,  in 
1808,  with  testiniony  of  inhabitation  and  cnltL- 
vation,  but  there  was  no  order  for  the  survey 
to  takeplaoe. 

Ifr.  Bjlbtos  said  that  the  nsnal  oourse  pur- 
mod  to  obtain  grants  of  land  under  Hie  Span- 
ish antfaorities,  nad  been  first  to  obtun  a  war- 
rant of  sorvey,  so  that  there  might  be  no  dis- 
pute of  title ;  this  was  not  always  done,  nor 


was  it  absolntoly  necessary.  The  settlement  of 
a  tract  of  land,  and  proof  of  inhabitation  and 
coltivation  for  three  years,  was  sofficient  to 
perfect  the  tide.  This  individnal,  if  he  had 
not  complied  with  the  letter  of  the  law,  had, 
at  all  events,  mode  tbe  settiement :  for  the  fact 
of  inhabitation  from  1808  to  1898,  was  dis- 
tinctly proved.  Thousands  of  such  cases  bod 
occurred  in  Uissouri,  and  indeed  in  all  the 
country  which  was  obtained  nnder  the  Louis- 
iana purchase,  and  Congress  hod  passed  laws 
to  confirm  such  grants;  for  it  freqnently  hap- 
pened that  no  survey  had  been  made ;  bat  the 
ooonpation  and  coltivation  was  deemed  snffi- 
dent,  and  the  United  Htetes  surveyor  l^d  off 
the  tracts.  He  was  satisfied  that,  in  this  case, 
there  had  been  an  original  oonoesuon,  as  it  waa 
called,  or  warrant  of  snrvey,  which  may  have 
been  lost ;  and  it  was  also  highly  probable  that 
the  Spanish  offloers  hod  exceeded  their  powers ; 
bat  by  limiting  the  oonflrmotion  to  the  number 
of  acres  provided  for  in  the  bill,  justice  wonld 
be  done  both  to  the  United  States  and  to  the 
individual. 

Kr.  Bibb  offered  the  following  proviso,  as  an 
amendment :  "  But  shall  be  in  satisfaction  and 
extinguishment  of  the  olum  or  demands  of 
said  claimants,  respectively,  to  any  other  or 
greater  quantity  of  land,  as  agunst  the  United 
Stetes ;  and  all  persons  or  person  dtdming,  or 
to  elum,  under  tne  United  States." 

Mr.  Ki.r.Tn  r^^retted  that  the  Benater  from 
Kentucky  bod  offered  this  omendmenL  If  he 
would  reflect,  he  would  see  that  it  was  in  con- 
travention of  the  treaty  of  France,  by  which 
Louidana  waa  acquired.  The  treaty  provided, 
Uiat  every  person  inhabiting  the  ceded  territo- 
ry, should  be  protected  in  t£e  ei^oyment  of  his 
lUe,  religion,  and  property.  These  rights  were 
considered  as  property,  and,  ooDseqnentiy,^  the 
adoption  of  the  amendment  would  be  a  viola- 
tion of  tbe  rights  secured  by  the  treaty. 

Mr.  Bibb  said  it  was  important  to  enforce 
the  principle,  that  those  who  did  not  present 
their  claiW  and  snpport  them  by  proper  testi- 
mony, should  forfeit  them.  Congress  had  ap- 
pointed commissioners  to  examine  into  the  va- 
lidity of  all  Spanish  grante,  and  those  who  did 
not  present  before  them  tbeir  testimony  to 
establish  their  titles,  could  not  now  have  very 
strong  claims  on  the  United  Stetes.  It  was  not 
safe  to  the  Qovemment  to  leave  such  impor- 
tant sntgecte  still  undecided. 

After  a  few  remarks  from  Messrs.  Babtoit, 
ADUiB,  and  Eamb,  in  opposition,  and  Hr.  BtBB, 
in  support  of  the  amendment,  the  question  was 
token,  and  it  was  r^ected. 

Mr.  Foot  said,  if  he  was  not  very  mnoh 
mist^en,  this  bill  would  Introdnce  on  entirely 
new  principle  in  our  land  lei^slation.  He 
hoped  that  the  faith  of  treaties  might  be  rigidly 
adhered  to,  and  their  provisions  strictiy  en- 
forced, in  every  instance.  If  he  rightly  under- 
stood the  provisions  of  the  bill,  it  not  only  se- 
cures tiie  Spanish  cMmants  in  all  their  rights, 
bat  it  even  goes  farther,  it  secures  to  them 
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righto  whtoh  thej  bad  never  yet  Htisbctorily 
eeUblished.  He  was  dedrons  of  obtdnlng  ftir- 
tlier  infonnation,  before  he  oonld  vote  for  the 
biU.  He  said  thttt  there  was  no  case,  vithin 
hia  recollection,  in  which  &»  United  States 
Oovernment  had  paHsed  laws  to  make  ap  the 
defldenc;  of  Spanish  titles.  It  was,  therefbre, 
he  believed,  an  entirely  new  principle  in  legis- 
lation ;  and  be  was  no^  with  the  present  lights, 
pr^sred  to  support  it. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken,  and  tlie  bill 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a  third  time 
— ayes  81, 

Surffton  6«iural  0/  the  Naoy. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hatux,  the  bill  creating 
the  office  of  Burgeon  General  of  the  Navy  was 
taken  op. 

Ur.  HATint  said  that,  previona  to  taking  the 


by  his  friend  from  Ylrelnia,  (Ur.  Tazbwbix,) 
when  this  bill  was  "oaSer  disonssion  on  a  for- 
mer day :  and,  in  accoidanoe  to  the  rieWs  of 
that  gentleman,  introdaoed  a  clause  for  the  reg- 
nlation  of  the  navy  ration.  He  knew  of  no 
better  mode  of  inorea^g  the  comforta,  adding 
.  to  the  enjoyments,  and  promotiiiK  the  health, 
of  onr  seamen,  than  by  tne  amendment  he  was 
abont  to  introdace.  It  waa,  he  said,  very  de- 
sirable that  the  crews  of  our  pnblio  veasels 
dionld  be  Bopplied  with  as  many  of  thoee  arti- 
cles of  comfort,  to  which  they  have  been  accns- 
tomed,  as  the  interests  of  the  navy  and  the 
ooDnti7  would  permit.  The  eiperienoe  of 
England  and  France,  to  which  be  bad  alluded 
on  a  fbrmer  day,  afforded  some  light  on  this 
subject,  and  their  naval  regulations,  with  re- 
spect to  the  ration,  were  now  before  bim. 
Be  did  not  design  to  follow  either;  bnt  he 
wished  to  introduce  an  amendment  which 
would  enable  the  President  to  try,  at  such 
times  and  places  as  he  might  deem  most  snit- 
able  to  the  oomforta  of  the  eulor  and  tiie  inter- 
ests of  the  country^  how  hr  sngar,  coffee,  co- 
coa, wine,  and  rabms,  mlrht  be  substitnt«d  for 
the  beef;  pork,  and  whiskey,  with  whicli  onr 
crews  are  at  present  supplied.  In  no  instance, 
however,  would  the  ration  exceed  twenty-Sve 
oenta,  ae  provided  fbr  by  the  present  law.  The 
British  ration  amounted  to  abont  twenty-two 

MDtS. 

In  introdnoing  this  amendment,  his  object 
WM  to  makft  an  experiment,  and  to  see  how 
for  onr  efforts  m^  tend  to  introdnoe  a  system 
of  temperance  in  the  navy — temperance,  such 
as  entire  abstinence  from  spirituous  liquors, 
befaig  among  the  schemes  of  the  day.  He  was 
not  cusposed  to  think  that  snoh  a  scheme  wonld 
suit  the  navy  at  present.  Indeed,  he  thought, 
if  it  were  enforced,  that  it  would  be  hnpoanble 
to  get  crews.  Bnt  a  gradual  change  might  be 
effected,  both  in  the  wpetite.  the  mannar&  and 
morala,  of  onr  sulors,  by  jndioloas  regulations ; 
uid,  if  part  of  their  grog  was  exchanged  for 
lea  and  coffee,  Ac,  be  waa  of  opinion  that  it 
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would  have  a  happy  effect  on  the  health,  tlw 
morals,  and  the  constitution,  of  onr  tan. 

Ur.  HoucBs  wished  to  know  if  it  was  in- 
tended that  the  sailor  should  recuve  nKmey  in 
part  for  his  grog.  If  ao,  the  evil  oompU^Md 
of  by  Ur.  Ei.ti(s  wonld  not  be  prevented;  be- 
cause, so  Bonn  as  the  sailor  got  hia  money,  ha 
would  go  off  and  purchase  grog.  This  was  the 
evil  Ur.  H.  would  like  to  see  prevented. 

Ur.  Haixk  replied,  that  the  otject  and  tBeA 
of  the  amendment  would  be  to  enable  the  Ex- 
ecutive to  allow,  as  circumBtances  require  it, 
the  sailor  to  draw  only  part  of  the  grog  at 
present  allotted  to  him,  and  to  snppljr  hoa  with 
sngar,  wine,  eoffee,  &c^  tor  the  remunder. 

Mr.  BpRAons  wished  to  have  the  amendment 
so  modified  aa  to  embrace  tbemidsbipmen;  be- 
cause it  is  well  known  that  the  use  of  qniitu- 
ous  liquora  among  this  class  of  onr  naval 
offioers  has  already  produced  alanning  and 
panful  oonsequenoea.  A  boy  goes  on  board 
one  of  our  public  veesela,  and,  in  a  few  year^ 
he,  by  a  most  improper  use  of  ardent  ifinla, 
beoomea  a  moat  incorrigible  drinker;  ud  is 
soon  incapable  of  serving  eitlier  himself  or  his 
country, 

Ur.  Hathi  sud  he  bad  no  o^ection  to  the 
modifloatioa  proposed  by  Ur.  opxaera,  and 
would  accept  it ;  though  he  thought  the  gentle- 
man was  misinformed  as  to  the  lacts  or  evib 
which  he  slluded  to.  Ur,  H.  did  not  think 
that  intemperanoe  prevuled  among  our  mid- 
shipmen. They,  for  the  moat  Mrt,  drwik 
wine,  which  was  not  Aimisbed  t£em  by  the 
Government,  as  the  gentleman  from  Uuae  (Ur. 
SPBAotJs)  appeared  to  think,  but  was  laid  in  by 
one  of  their  own  meaa,  nrefiona  to  embaika- 
tion  for  a  omiae.  They,  tne  midsbipmoi,  drew 
pay  for  the  ration,  and  supplied  themselves 
with  whatever  Innries  or  necesaariea  tbcy 
might  think  proper ;  so  that,  if  the  modifica- 
tion proposed  by  Ur.  S.  was  adqited,  it  wooU 
not  have  the  efi^  intended. 

Ur.  H^nn's  amendment  waa  then  agned  t& 

Ur.  DiOKsnaoH  sud  ha  thought  the  pawngs 
of  the  law  would  be  establiahing  an  nnnerwws 
ry  office.  He  thongfat  it  would  be  better  lo 
leave  the  purchase  of  medidnes  to  tlie  anrgeoat 
who  go  out  in  onr  ships  of  war,  who  wonld 
thus,  as  it  was  important  they  duMild,  alwan 
supply  themselves  with  fredi  dmss.  U,  ■* 
argued  by  the  gentl^nan  from  Bonu  Oanlios, 
it  was  important  for  the  Hurgeons  at  aes  to 
make  reporia,  though  he  did  not  see  Um  impor- 
tance <^  it,  it  mi^t  be  done  aa  heretof^m; 
there  waa  no  neoeesity  for  creating  an  OSoe 
merely  to  receive  reports.  Be  had  heard  re- 
trenchmeut  and  eoonomy  much  talked  ot,  and 
he  should  like  to  see  it  put  into  praotloe.  He 
waa  opposed  to  the  creation  of  u]~ 
offices :  he  had  raeorded  his  vote  ii 


viauat  i   110  UB .  ,  . 

to  retaining  a  mi^-genenl  In  the  ani^y,  and, 
as  he  wished  to  be  onderstood,  he  aboidd  aA 
tor  the  yeaa  and  nays,  that  he  mi|^t  record  his 
vote  against  thia  biU. 
Ur,  Qitint,  of  Uafyland,  aaid  bo  bad  not 
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aacli  respect  for  that  vord  "  retrencliiaent" 
Befbmi  was  deeirable  and  Deceaaarr ;  tbat  re- 
fonu  which  lops  off  oseleeB  ezpenditnres,  cor- 
rect iboKe,  gives  a  Jadidons  dlrnction  to  the 
pabiie  monej,  and  MGiires  a  faithful  and  effeot- 
mI  peribnoance  of  the  pnblio  business ;  and  it 
nu  afident  to  his  miiia,  from  the  effects  of  a 
rimilar  arrangement  in  the  medical  department 
of  the  arm;,  that  aaoh  would  be  the  oonae- 

rjnce  of  this  bill,  if  carried  into  a  law.  Mr. 
rent  on  to  abow  th^  frran  the  loases  bos- 
Ulnsd  from  medicine,  after  the  ternuDstion  of 
■  emiie,  that  the  actual  sarinf  to  the  Gorem- 
mtnt,  which  the  provinons  <h  this  bill  wonld 
Hwue,  wonld  amount  to  twentj  thonsand  dol- 
Isn  pw  annnm.  at  the  verr  lowest  calonlation. 
Hr.  Hatsx,  in  continnatioD,  argaed  that,  by 
tbe  puu«e  of  the  bill,  great  eipenM  in  the 
medical  oepartment  of  the  navj  would  be 
UTfd,  and  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  aea- 
meo  wonld  be  promoted.  He  showed,  from  a 
report  from  the  War  Department,  pert  of 
which  he  read,  that,  hj  the  adoption  of  the 
ijstem  in  the  army,  order  and  regnlarity 
bad  taken  place  of  confOsioD,  and  an  aQnual 
Kving  was  made  of  near  fort7  thonsand  dol- 
lars. The  bill  did  not  proceed  entirelj  from 
tbe  Naval  Committee,  bnt  was  the  resnlt  of  a 
thoronsh  examination  of  the  subject,  aud  of  a 
laii  and  perfect  nuderstanding  with  the  Nary 
Deptrtment. 

Mr.  Houcn  observed,  that  he  did  not  object 
to  tiie  bill  hi  ooRseqnence  of  the  additional  ex- 
pense that  might  be  incnrred  (if,  indeed,  there 
sitoald  be  any  additional  expense)  on  so  impor- 
tant a  fnUeet  as  the  health  and  comfort  of  onr 
MimeiL  if  he  thought  the  proposed  plan  would 
efltet  the  object  it  contemplated.  He  had  long 
Aon^t  that  the  method  of  putting  np  medl- 
dnea,  both  for  onr  navy  snd  merchuit  serTice, 
wt3  extremely  defective,  and  that  some  im- 
proved ^atem  onght  to  be  adopted.  He  re- 
coDeeted  having  introdnced  a  bul,  at  one  p«- 
nod,  to  eorreet  tld>  evil  in  tbe  merchant  ser- 
vice, by  reqnirii^  a  strict  examination  of  the 
DwdidDe  chests  of  all  vessels  suling  from  onr 
ports;  bnt  the  bill,  he  believed,  never  was 
Kted  OIL  Bnt  he  thooght  it  extremely  donbt- 
(d1  whether  one  officer  (a  Surgeon  General) 
<!ocld  perform  the  datiea  contemplated  in  the 
bin,  or  rather,  he  donbted  whether  he  oonid 
correct  the  evils  oompMned  of^  snd  provided 
V^iut  in  the  latter  clanse  of  the  bill.  He 
tboodit  the  general  proposition  a  good  one ; 
but  he  would  inqnire  if  the  Surgeon  General 
tcDld  carry  it  into  operation  t  He  asked  if  this 
officer  could  be  present  at  Key  West  and  Bos- 
ton, Pensacuda  and  New  York,  Portsmouth  and 
Korfcdk,  Baltimore  and  New  Orleans,  or  any 
other  port  from  which  onr  pnblio  vessels  were 
sboDt  to  sail,  in  order  to  purchase,  snperintend, 
ud  inspect,  the  medicines  for  the  wuise  I  and 
•1*0  to  be  present  at  the  different  porta  at 
wUeh  these  vecaels  may  arrive  on  their  retnm, 
b  order  to  examine  and  decide  what  roediotnes 
lit,  and  what  are  not,  fit  for  fatnre  nset  It 
TokZw— M 


was  evident,  Ur,  H.  said,  that  there  most  be 
some  one,  on  whose  judgment  they  oould  rely, 
present  at  the  different  porta,  to  carry  the  ob- 
jeot  of  the  bill  into  effect  It  seemed,  there- 
fore, that,  though  the  design  was  good,  there 
would  be  insnperable  difflonlties  in  the  exe- 
cution. 
After  a  few  observationa  from  Vr,  Diox- 

Ur.  Hatni  said  he  would  offer  a  few  words 

in  explanation,  as  to  the  diffioolUes  and  olgec- 
tions  urged  by  the  gentlemen  trova  Uaine  and 
New  Jersey.  The  medicines,  like  all  other  na- 
val stores,  will  be  fhndahed  on  requisitiona 
from  the  proper  department,  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  he  supposed  the  samples  wonld  be  sent 
on  to  the  Snigeon  General  for  examination, 
and  by  his  ordws  were  Aimished  in  the  army. 
They  wonld  be  put  np  and  secured  under  the 
immediate  inspection  of  the  proper  inspecting 
officer.  The  gentieman  from  New  Jersey  has 
sud,  that  those  medidnea  which  remain,  after 
the  retnm  of  a  vessel  from  a  omise,  are  en- 
tirely "worthless;  and,  consequently,  it  was 
unnecessary  to  provide  for  their  preservation 
^terwards."  Such  might  be  the  case;  but  if 
it  were.  It  was  to  be  attributed  to  tbe  evils 
complained  of,  and  for  whioh  the  hiU  provided 
a  remedy.  It  was  well  ascertained,  by  men  of 
science,  that,  if  medidnee  were  properly  put 
up,  if  they  were  secured  from  tJie  action  of 
light  and  air,  that  they  wonld  be  as  good  at  the 
end  of  one,  two,  or  three  years,  as  they  are  on 
the  Srst  day. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  and  the  bill 
was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  by  the  following 
vote :  yeas  86,  nays  0. 


TnxsDAT,  April  18. 

Attornty-OmeTaTt  Dtparlmmt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  BowAir,  the  Senate  took 

up  the  bill  to  organize  the  Attorney-General's 

IXepartment,  and  to  erect  it  Into  an  Executive 

office. 

Mr.  Babtott  deemed  the  bill  a  very  inade- 

Snate  remedy  for  any  existing  evils  in  the  law 
epartmeot  of  the  GovemmeDt,  or  in  the  man- 
ner of  collecting  the  revenue.  He  thonoht  the 
measure  proposed  inexpedient  He  tbonght 
that,  where  an  evil  did  exist,  a  proper  remedy 
onght  to  be  applied;  and  believing  that  the 
Government  of  tiie  United  States  was  old 
enough,  a  Home  Department,  to  take  charge  of 
the  internal  eonoema  of  the  conntry,  ought  to 
be  established.  His  opinion  was,  that  the  pe- 
riod was  not  very  remote,  if  it  had  not  now 
arrived,  when  it  would  be  necessary  to  confine 
tlie  Secretary  of  State  to  the  ^propriota  dntiae 
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of  his  office,  and  tranafer  the  internal  'concerng 
of  the  coaatrj  to  another  d^artment.  Ab  to 
tiie  AttAniey-QeDeral,  he  ongbt  to  condact  a 
Babordinate  branch  of  the  Home  Department, 
and  not  be  the  head  of  it  aa  proposed  b?  the 
bill,  which  made  him  half  a  law  officer,  and 
half  a  head  of  a  Department,  with  a  large  in- 
crease of  aalai?  for  varioas  dntiea  which  he 
cannot  perfonn.  If  this  bill  passed,  and  the 
Attame^-Genera]  waa  metamorphosed  into  the 
head  of  a  bnrean,  an  asaiBtant  moat  be  appoint- 
ed, who,  like  all  oUier  depnties,  woold  hare  to 
perform  most  of  the  dntiM. 

Mr.  Row  AS  moved  to  fill  the  blanke  in  the 
hill  u>  as  to  give  to  the  olerk  to  be  appointed 
a  Balar;f  of  foorteen  hundred  dollars  per  uTmnin^ 
and  to  the  meaaenger  and  aaaiatant  messenger, 
the  aalariea  of  seven  himdred  dollars  and  three 
hnndred  and  &tty  doUan ;  which  motions  were 

Hr.  FoBSiTH  moved,  aa  an  amendment,  a 

Sroviso.  that  "  the  Attomey-Oeneral  shall  not, 
oring  his  continnauoe  in  office,  engage  in  an^ 
private  practice  in  the  conrta  of  the  TJnit«d 
Btatea,  or  of  the  Btat«a."  It  speared  to  Mr. 
F.  that  the  duties  prescribed  to  the  Attomey- 
Qeneral  bj  the  bill  woold  require  his  undivided 
attention,  and  render  it  impossible  for  him  to 
attend  the  conrta,  onlesa  to  conduct  ooaea  in 
which  the  United  States  were  oonoemed. 

Hr.  Rowan  sud,  that  the  o^jjectiona  nrged, 
and  the  remedv  proposed,  bj  the  gentieman 
from  Georpa,  (Mr.  Fobstth^)  had  occnrred  to 
the  committee  who  reported  the  bill,  hot  the 
evils  did  not  appear  to  them  in  the  same  light 
that  they  had  appeared  to  strike  the  mind  of 
the  gentleman  from  Georgia.  Indeed,  ho 
thought  tbe  amendment  rather  a  matter  of  sn- 
pererogation.  If  it  shoold  be  fonnd  thatu  after 
the  performance  of  all  the  daties  prescribed  in 
the  oil],  together  with  the  duties  already  im- 
posed on  him,  the  Attomer-General  had  still 
iBisnre,  he  waa  of  the  opinion  that,  by  employ- 
ing such  l^sore  in  tbe  practice  of  tlie  higher 
conrta  of  law,  his  intellect  wonld  be  strength- 
ened, his  mind  improved,  and  his  legal  acquire- 
ments increased,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  render 
more  efficient  and  distinrnished  service  to  the 
Qovemment.  If  the  dntiee  of  the  office  should 
engross  the  whole  time  of  the  Attomey-Qene- 
ral|  then  the  amendment  would  be  entirely  nn- 
neoesaary.  It  appeared,  therefore,  that  the 
amendment  was  either  nnneoesaory  or  injadi- 
cions.  As  he  had  s^  before,  it  wonld  he  nn- 
neceaaary,  if  the  duties  prescribed  in  the  hill 
ahould  engross  his  whole  time,  beoanae  it  wonld 
then  be  impossible  for  him  to  attend  to  private 
practice ;  and,  if  he  shonld  have  leisure,  after 
performing  his  public  duties,  it  wonld  be  i^Jo- 
dicioDfi,  nay,  injurious  to  tbe  United  States,  to 
prevent  him  from  that  intelleotual  ezeroiae 
which  wonld  prepare  him  for  tbe  more  raSeot- 
ua)  performance  of  his  pnblic  duties. 

Mr.  FoBSTTH  observed  that  he  admitted  the 
'Gorrectnees  of  the  observation  of  the  gentte- 
jnan  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Bowui,)  ttut  Uie 


[Aran^lSaO- 

exercise  of  the  facnltiea  not  only  sharpens,  hut 
inrigoratee  the  human  faculties ;  and  tbe  only 
difierence  between  the  gentleman  from  Ken- 
tucky (Mr.  E.)  and  himself^  was  this :  Mr.  R. 
appears  to  apprehend,  that,  after  a  [Juthfol  and 
thorough  performance  of  aU  the  duties  imposed 
by  the  bil^  in  addition  to  those  already  imgned 
him,  the  Attorney-General  will  have  saffiaeot 
leisure  to  attend  to  private  practice.  Mr.  F. 
thought  differently.  The  dntiea  of  the  otEoe 
wonld  be  great  and  varions.  Independent  tl 
the  present  duties  of  the  office,  he  would  h*ve 
others  from  the  L^nd,  the  Treasury,  and  the 
Patent  Office — he  wonld  be  subject  to  the  or- 
dors  of  the  Preudent  of  the  United  States,  and 
wonld  be  liable  to  be  called  on  to  go  to  soy 
port  of  the  United  Btatea,  to  repreaent  the  na- 
tion in  the  conrta  of  justice.  If  such  were  to 
he  the  outline  of  hia  dutiea,  (and  it  appeared  to 
him  that  the  bill  pointed  to  that  oonrse,)  tbcr« 
would  not  be  much  time  left  to  devote  to  pri- 
vate praclioe,  if  the  public  bnaineae  received 
proper  attention.  Bat  even  if  it  dumld  not 
engross  all  his  time,  and  he  shonld  engage  in 
the  service  of  private  individuals,  he  cannot 
foresee  what  time  the  public  servioe  will  de- 
mand bis  attention ;  and  if  he  shonld  endaivor 
to  secure  the  emoluments  of  private  piraetiM^ 
it  will  often  be  at  the  expense  of  his  official 
duties,  and  consequently,  ii^urions  to  the  later- 
esta  of  the  Unit«d  States.  He  Ihonght  that 
nothing  ought  to  be  left  to  the  discretion  o!  the 
Attorney -General.  Tbe  salary  was  eafficieut 
to  secure  the  highest  grade  of  profeeuonal  tal- 
ent, and  be  presomed  it  was  thought  ao  by  tbe 
committee  who  reported  the  biU.  It  wai  ai 
great  as  the  compensation  aUowed  to  any  (A 
the  beads  of  Department,  or  any  of  the  bi^ 
officers  of  Government,  and  theee  were  aD  pitt- 
hihited  from  the  practice  of  law  in  all  the  in- 
ferior courts  of  the  United  Stotee^  and  ha 
thought  they  ought  also  to  be  prohibited  frm 
practice  in  all  courts.  He  said  he  hod  no  par- 
tdcnlar  anxiety  about  either  the  Mil  or  the 
amendment ;  hut  if  the  one  was  carried  iato 
operation,  he  thought  the  other  should  sncMed. 
Mr.  HouoB  thought  that  his  motion  to  re- 
commit was  snfficientiy  distinct,  and  andentocd 
by  every  gentleman.  He  thout^t  that  mhik  of 
the  dntiee,  if  not  all,  proposed  by  tbe  hill  to  be 
imposed  on  the  Attorney-General,  ahould  be 
done  by  another  DeDartment,  It  did  not  be- 
come him  to  direct  tne  committee ;  he  did  not 
think  it  proper  for  him  to  do  so ;  they  ou^t 
on  all  such  matters  to  have  a  proper  latiiade 
^ven  them.  To  say  that  if  hia  resolution  jve- 
vuled  the  bill  oould  not  be  perfected  tlus  •»- 
sion,  waa  no  argnment  with  him;  Bother  of 
the  Executive  Departments  were  peiftrted  at 
onoe :  all  of  them  were  gradnalty  ealablishcd 
as  experience  and  expedience  showed  and  pre- 
scribed. He  was  opposed  to  this  hill,  becaDM 
he  was  oppMed  to  the  creation  of  an  unneM*- 
BOry  office.  Where  an  office  waa  really  necte- 
sary,  be  never  woold  be  (bond  to  vote  agaiut 
its  cMtabliahment. 
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Hr.  HoEmuT  add  he  was  not  -nij  wlicit- 
o<u  kbont  tbe  bill ;  nevertbdoas,  he  ccouidered 
that  a  diuiKe  was  neoeaaary  in  the  onaniut- 
tioD  of  the  Lair  Deputmeat  of  the  &jTem- 
meot;  and  if  genUemoi  would  deriae  a  better 
ooe  than  the  preeent,  he  vonld  yield  it  hi*  anp- 
port  He  beli6T«d  that  in  no  country  waa  ttae 
Law  Dcmrtment  in  so  wT«tdied  t,  conditian  aa 
ia  tbe  iFnited  Bt«te«.  Some  of  oar  moat  im- 
portant legal  afiUrs  are  intnuted  to  an  officer 
who,  he  btiieved,  waa  no  lawTer ;  and  whoae 
KMnpenaation  waa  not  mffioient  to  oommand  a 
bt^  grade  of  intellectaal  endowment.  Ifr. 
XoK.  saii  he  knew  a  oircnmstance  wMoh  illoa- 
tnted  this  poaition.  It  related  to  the  oele- 
brated  Yaioo  claim.  The  amoont  was  large, 
and  tbe  District  Attorney  of  the  United  Bt^ea 
waa  directed  by  the  Oomptroller  to  make  the 
bwt  dehnoe  he  oonld  for  the  Cktremment ;  but 
sol  one  tittle  of  tMtimony  waa  fomisbed  him 
for  that  porpoae.  Tbia,  and  anoh  evils  as  thia, 
woold  be  oorreoted  by  the  proviaiona  of  the 
bill  It  will  tJien  become  tbe  dnty  of  tiie  At- 
toraey-Qeneral  to  direct  the  District  Attomlea, 
tod  to  famiab  them  with  the  best  testimony 
that  can  l>e  procnred  to  inbetantiate  the  oldma 
of  the  Qovemment,  or  to  defend  it  from  the 
impodtion  of  creditors.  If  this 
pnrened,  and  a  ri(  " 
those  abine«  that 
reded ;  and  he  believed  that  a  saving  from  half 
to  B  million  of  dollara  annnally,  to  the  Goyem- 
ment,  wonld  be  the  result.  He  thonxht  it 
would  not  be  so  difficult  to  induce  gentlemen 
ot  the  first  legal  and  intdtootnol  powers  to  ao- 
oept  the  offlovaa  the  geotleman  frwn  Ifasaa- 
chosetta  (Ur.  Wxmtbb)  aeemed  to  think.  If; 
however,  a  better  remedy  for  the  evil  were  de- 
vised, he  woold  have  no  ot^eotioiu  to  give  it 
hitnipport. 
Hr.  f^KUMeHUTirai  folt  friendly  to  tbe  bill, 
those  sections  which  im- 
y-Qeneral  the  taak  of  >a- 
perinteDding  the  conoems  of  the  Patent  Office, 
ud  the  poblicatitMi  of  the  laws.  It  waa  highly 
important,  however,  that  some  officer  ahoold 
be  appointed  to  att^td  to  Uie  ooUection  of  tbe 
revemie,  and  to  direct  the  Tariona  snita  which 
it  mi^ht  become  neceasary  fi>r  the  United  States 
to  bring.  The  Senator  from  Uissoori  admitted 
there  were  evils  in  the  present  aystem,  and  be 


reached.  It  had  been  stated  amne  days  ago,  by 
a  Senator  on  this  fioor,  (Mr.  Wkbbtxb,)  that  a 
bill  had  been  in  proveee,  and  oonriderably  m*- 
tared,  in  the  other  Hoose,  to  ^ipoint  an  officer 
to  manaoe  tlie  important  bnsmeaa  of  the  col- 
lection <a  the  revenne ;  bnt  that  the  friends  of 
the  bill  bod  abandoned  it  in  deqitur,  beoaose  of 
the  nomberiese  mplioationa  frmn  inoompetuit 
persona  for  the  offioe  to  be  created.  Nov,  said 
Hr.  F.,  that  will  always  be  the  oase^  onleai  yon 
establish  an  office  with  a  high  salary,  and  re- 
quiring the  talrata  of  an  eminent  jurist.  It 
was  not  necesaaiy  that  the  law  officer  to  be  ap- 


tem — let  it  go  abroad  tJiat  snch  an  officer  baa 
the  charge  of  the  buaineas,  and  all  those  Infe^ 
rior  ageote  who  have  been  oomplained  (tf  will 
(eel  his  power,  and  pn^erly  attend  to  the 
dnties. 

Bdng  in  favor  of  the  system,  though  with 
some  ^ght  oldectiona  to  tbe  prea«it  bill,  he 
shonld  vote  tor  the  motion  of  the  Senator  from 
Hune^  (Hr.  Houota,)  to  re-omumit  it,  that  it 
might  be  again  preaented  in  a  more  bvorable 

lb.  BuiFOBO  advocated  the  biU. 

Ur.  HoLMas  observed,  that  the  aalaiy  of  the 
Attorney-General  was  now  fixed  at  three  thou- 
Bond  Ave  hundred  dollars  per  annum ;  and  the 
reason  why  it  was  not  so  large  as  the  salariea 
of  otlier  heads  of  Departments  was,  tha^  by 
t>einK  permitted  to  pnrane  his  other  avocations, 
which  were  acknowledged  to  be  profitable,  he 
more  than  made  op  to  himself  the  amount  of 
eompensation  reouved  by  the  others  who  were 
ooDftned  to  their  offloea.  If  thia  bill  intended 
to  establiah  a  Home  Department  let  it  be  called 
so,  and  mode  so,  instead  of  l^psUting  for  the 
boiefit  of  a  particnlar  indWidiul,  and  ^ving 
him  the  hi^  salary  of  a  head  of  a  department, 
and  permitting  him  to  devote  his  time  to  the 
practice  of  bia  Incrative  profession.  This  was 
legialatlug  for  the  people — economy  and  re- 
trenchment with  a  vengeance.  Ur.  E.  had  in- 
tended to  oflbr  a  reeolntion  to  re-eranmit  the 
bill,  with  instntotiona  to  repcni  one  to  eetablish 
a  Home  Department ;  hot  t(»  ns  in  the  minor- 
ity, aaid  he,  there  is  little  chance  of  onr  «ao- 
oesefUly  wminfAining  any  pnqioaitimi  we  make. 

Ur.  JoHNSToiT  thought  the  time  had  arrived 
when  an  attempt  at  least  ahoold  be  made  to  or- 

rise  a  department  enoh  aa  that  contemplated 
the  bill.  There  were  dntiea,  he  sua,  ap- 
pended to  the  Treosory,  State,  and  War  De- 
partments, which  did  not  properly  belong  to 
them ;  and  which  ought  to  be  transferred  to  a 
■epsrate  shd  distinct  departmenL  He  ^proved 
of  the  bill  u  ftu-  OS  it  goes.  There  ought,  he 
thought,  to  be  a  head  through  the  agenoy  of 
whi<m  the  claima,  Ac,  of  onr  GovenunsDt 
against  individnala,  shonld  be  prosecuted,  and 
debta  dne  the  Government  collected.  He  taH 
that,  at  the  preeent  time,  tbe  debts  dne  the 
Dnitad  States  amoonted  to  near  four  millions 
of  dollars ;  and  that  the  greater  part  of  this 
mun  was  In  sidt,  and  the  agenoy  of  which  woe 
reposed  in  Oke  hands  of  an  officer,  who,  tbon^ 
a  good  and  meritorious  one,  was  no  lawyer,  and 
h^  consequently  to  depend,  in  the  proeecation 
of  hia  dnty,  on  the  legal  advice  of  the  Attor- 
ney-Genenu.  He  thought,  therefore,  that  there 
was  not  that  strict  responidbility  in  the  present 
system,  which  the  magnitude  of  the  office  de- 
manded ;  and  which  he  believed  the  provisions 
of  tbe  bill  would  meet  Bnt  there  were  oth- 
ers, and  anomalous  datiea,  imposed  on  the  At- 
torney-General by  the  bill,  to  which  Ur.  J. 
objected.    Our  Indiana,  our  Patent  Office,  and 


dbyGoogle 


ABEIDGMENT  OP  THE 


tmblio  landB,  required  another  department. 
The  Nbvt  had  its  appropriate  duties;  bat  he 
oonld  sot  we  what  relation  Indian  afiUrs  had 
to  the  War  Department,  the  Patent  Office  to 
the  State  Department,  or  the  pablio  lands  with 
the  Treasnrf,  to  whidi  the^  are  at  present  at- 
tached. The  daties  of  these  offices  were  of 
snfficieat  importance  to  demand  a  separate  de< 
partment  independent  of  the  law  office,  pro- 
vided for  in  the  bill.  Ha  did  not  know 
whether  the  term  Home  Department  would  be 
an  appropriate  name  for  the  ofBce  to  which 
these  duties  shonld  be  arranged ;  bat  the  snb- 

twt  had  been  so  long  before  the  pablio,  and 
ad  been  eo  ably  and  so  minatelj  disonssed, 
^at  he  presmned  all  were  acqnunted  with  the 
meaainff  it  oODvejed,  and  the  dotiea  to  be 
assiKnea  it. 

lb.  WEBffrSB  donbted  tbe  existence  of  the 
evils  the  bill  was  proposed  to  remedy.  He 
■boold  like  much  toseeindet^thelowesand 
eroaaea  that  had  been  so  mnoh  complained  of. 
It  was  eaey  to  say,  that  the  QoTemment  had 
Biubdned  losses  under  the  present  sTstem ;  it 
might  be  true,  or  there  might  be  an  error  as  to 
facts.  Everj  great  creditor,  like  tbe  Gkivem- 
ment  of  tbe  United  Btatea,  necessarilj  had  bad 
debts;  but  this  osoal  oonseqnenee  of  laiM 
dealings,  was  no  evidence  of  the  badness  of  the 
system.  Eia  opinion  was,  the  system  wanted 
enlargement,  not  change.  He  did  not  believe 
any  ^>od  would  resnlt  from  the  metamorphosis 
of  the  Attorney-General  into  the  head  of  a  bu- 
reau ;  nor  did  he  believe  it  possible  for  any  one 
individual  to  attend  to  the  daties  of  both  de- 
partments.  One  word  as  to  the  amendment 
proposed  by  the  gentleman  fWnn  Qeorgia.  His 
Qti,  F.'s)  opinion  was,  that,  if  the  bill  created 
an  execntive  officer — a  head  (rf  a  department, 
with  a  aalaiT  aqninJeat  to  that  of  the  heads  of 
the  present  Exeentive  Departments — he  shoold 
OMiflne  himeelf  aUictly  to  tbe  dntiee  of  his 
office,  and  be  debarred  from  engaging  in  any 
law  practice  in  which  the  United  States  was 
not  omoemed.  Now,  s^d  Hr.  W.,  that  is  as 
reasonable  as  for  a  gentleman  to  tell  his  phjei- 
oian,  that  ho  afaoold  not  feel  the  pulse  of  any 
other  hnman  being.  He,  (Ur.  W.,}  if  the  bill 
passed,  wonid  go  farther  than  the  gentleman 
from  Georgia ;  he  wonld  say  to  snch  an  officer, 
yon  shall  not  only  not  engage  in  any  private 
pracdoe,  bat  yon  shall  not  be  trusted  with  the 
management  of  any  law  business  of  the  Gov- 
ernment. Uake  this  proviso,  said  Hr.  W.,  and 
the  bill  wonld  be  a  sensible  one;  the  officer 
would  be,  what  he  ought  to  be,  an  agent  of  Uie 
Treasnr?;  leaving  the  Attorney-General  to 
manage  the  law  coDceras  of  the  Government, 
and,  by  continual  practice,  to  keep  himself 
bright  in  his  profession. 

Hr.  W.  then  ai^ed  on  the  Inconsistency  of 
combining  the  Law  Department  with  a  branch 
of  the  TreBsory  Department ;  of  ocmfining  the 
highest  law  officer  of  the  Government  to  the 
desk  of  a  bureau,  examining  accounts,  and  sn- 
perintending  derk^  instead  of  sending  him 
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into  the  courts ;  and  contended  that  the  bill 
imposed  daties  on  the  Attomey-Genenl  im- 
possible for  him  to  perform  oonristantly  vith 
the  datiea  rightly  belonging  to  him. 

Mr.  Kisa  then  moved  to  lay  the  lull  on  6» 
table.  A  bill,  he  said,  was  under  diseaaDon, 
some  days  past,  reported  by  ihe  Committee  en 
Indian  A^irs,  providing  for  the  removil  ef 
the  Indians  west  of  the  ICisnsnppi ;  and  u 
there  was  no  probability  that  a  final  dscinoa 
could  be  made  at  present  on  tbe  bill  before  tbs 
Senate,  be  wished  tbe  one  ho  had  owDtimied 
taken  np  and  ^sposed  of. 

The  motion  iraa  agreed  to, 

Thubbdat,  April  16. 

Bemetal  oj  &e  Indiant. 

The  Benato  resumed  the  bill  to  provide  lot 

an  exchange  of  lands  with  die  Indius. 

In  reply  to  Mr.  FaxuHOHnraxH,  Mr,  Fotsm 

I  regret,  mr,  that  the  amendment  to  the  bill, 
propoaed  by  the  Senator  from  Ke«r  Jersey,  is  DC* 
more  definite  and  precise.  His  enilanatioDof  its 
purposeisnot  more  satdsfaotorjr,  than  tbeameod- 
meat  iteell^  and  it  ia  only  by  looking  to  his  qisMh 
that  we  are  relieved  fttm  embarrassment.  His 
amendment  and  explanation  leave  ns  to  oco- 
jectnre  whether  be  intends  that  the  Cbited 
States  shall  int«rfere  with  the  Indians  in  tlte 
old  States  north  of  the  Roanoke  or  not.  Hii 
^eeoh  was  phun  enough.  The  Indians  in  New 
York,  New  England,  Vii^ia,  &o_  Ac,  are  to 
be  left  to  the  tender  merdea  ti  llKMe  StaM, 
while  the  arm  of  the  General  GevenuDent  is  to 


BBwa,  Creeks,  and  eepedally  the  ( 
fr^xn  the  antidpated  oppresdona  of  II 
' '  '«ma,  and  GeOTgia.  We  thank  tne  geniw 
for  hia  amiwle  discriminatiMi  ui  oar 
favor.  He,  no  doubt,  hopes  that  his  sed  asd 
industry  in  the  Indiui  canse  wiQ  be  crowned 
with  sucoess;  that  he  will  beable  to  peraade 
the  Senate,  and  his  friend*  in  the  Hooae  of 
Representativea,  to  interfere,  and  compel  tlie 
Prerident  to  ti^e  new  views  ot  the  rdatirs 
power  of  the  State  and  General  QoveraiDcaUL 
and  that  under  these  new  views  the  jAjatti 
•oe  of  the  country  will  be  naed,  if  neocaaty, 
arrest  the  progreea  of  Qeorgia.  Tbeeipw- 
tation  the  ^llemaa  baa  eipreaaed,  tbat  G«a^ 
gia  will  yield,  in  the  event  ot  tUa  deriialiU 
change  in  the  Executive  oouxse,  is  atiKly 
vain.  The  gentleman,  must  not  indulge  it; 
with  a  full  and  fair  examination  of  what  is 
right  and  proper,  Qecma  has  takea  her  coofM 
and  will  pnrme  it«  Tbe  alteraatjve  to  wUdi 
the  Senator  looks,  of  ooerdon,  most  be  tbe  n- 
suit.  While  I  entertain  no  Juia  Out  the  ^ 
tleman's  bt^iea  will  be  realiiad,  I  eondder  it  a 
matter  of  consdenca,  }Mt<m  ttotering  opos  tb* 
discnsdon  of  the  generd  aal^eot  ot  the  bin,  t» 
relieve  the  Senator  from  any  ^ipietunaioii  that 
it  may  become  neccMary  to  cat  white  threols 
in  Geor^a  to  preserve  inviolato  the  natJoml 
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fuUt,  and  to  perform  onr  trea^  «  « 
Id  the  Indiana.  It  is  tnw,  the  gentleinaa  in- 
plafi  DO  morlnd  sennbili^  at  the  idea  of  ahed- 
aing  the  blood  of  white  man  in  this  cmsode  In 
Uxor  of  Indian  righta. 

[Ur.  FsiUKoBUTSEir  ezplainod :  ha  did  not 
at;  he  felt  no  morbid  aenmbilitj  at  the  idea  of 
aheddiog  Uood  in  defence  of  the  Indiana.] 

l£r.  FoaaiTB  continned :  I  wonld  not  mia^>- 
prBhaad  the  gentlanun  for  the  worid,  and  no 
mduoem&it  ooold  tempt  me  to  miarepreeent 
him;  but  I  oannot  be  mistaken  in  the  unpres. 
lion  made  bj  his  remarks.  The  gentleman 
enlogiiad  Hr.  Jefferson  fi>r  his  letter  to  General 
Enoi,  of  the  10th  of  Angost,  1791.  He  dwelt 
with  pecnliar  emphssia  on  the  aplrit  of  that 
tetter,  and  sud  Ur.  JeSbrson  had  no  morbid 
•enabilitf  at  the  idea  of  shedding  blood  in  de- 
ftnce  of  the  Indiana  against  the  whites.  He 
vished  ardentlj  tliat  the  present  ExeontiTe  had 
tpoktn  with  the  finnnesB  and  in  the  spirit  of 
that  letter  to  Qeorgia;  he  believed  Geo^ia 
would  have  Tielded,  and  wonld  now  yield  to 
HKh  language  from  the  ExecntiTO ;  if  ahe  did 
not,  the  reaponsHulity  of  the  blood  shed  wonld 
be  upon  her  head.  Now,  air,  althongh  we 
dread  no  reeponsibility,  I  have  so  mncli  kind- 
D«e9  for  the  Senator  as  to  wish  to  satisfy  him, 
that  tiiera  is  no  occanon  for  an  aasaoit  upon  os, 
Dotwithstanding  he  displayed  so  little  sympa- 
thj  for  the  whitca — a  ciroiunstanoe  not  won- 
dedal,  however — having  ezhansted  all  his  sym- 
fwtby  npon  the  red  men,  none  for  tite  whites 
conld  be  reasonably  looked  for  from  him.    I 


1  a  treaty  qnestion,  arising 
DDder  a  fair  exercise  of  the  treaty-making 
power  with  a  foreign  Government,  entirely  nn- 
(onnected  with  any  dispntes  abont  the  reUive 
power  of  the  State  Government,  and  tbe  Gov- 
enunoit  of  the  United  States,  that  Georgia 
stands  perfectly  Justified,  npon  his  own  prinoi- 
ples,  in  the  steps  she  bas  cnosen  to  take  vttli 
regtfd  to  those  Oherokees  who  reside  within 
her  territorial  limits.  The  gentleman  asserts 
that  the  Creeks  and  Cherokees  are  acknowl- 
edged to  be  independent  nations,  by  treaties 
made,  first  with  Geoipa,  and  lastiy  with  the 
Umted  States ;  that  the  independence  of  those 
tribes  is  gnarantied  by  the  United  States ;  that 
treaties  with  the  United  States  are  the  snpreme 
laws  of  the  land,  and  mast  be  execlited,  altnon^ 
in  collision  with  Btate  oonstitations  and  State 
laws.  The  independenoe  of  tiie  tribe*  rests  on 
this  argnment — that  the  formation  of  a  treaty 
is,  between  the  parties,  an  aoknowledgmrat  of 
motaal  independence.  I  will  not  ttop  to  show 
the  nnmerons  exoeptions  to  this  rale ;  insisting, 
however,  that  the  gentleman  ahall  admit,  what 
I  presume  nobody  will  deny,  that  the  two  par- 
ties to  a  treaty,  independent  when  it  was  made, 
may,  by  the  terms  of  that  inatmment,  change 
their  cliaraoters,  and  assume  those  of  sov- 
ereign and  dependent.  The  gentleman  baa 
thonght  proper  to  refbr  to  the  Greeks ;  why,  I 
canaot  tell ;  they,  at  least,  have  now  no  bnsi- 


nen  with  Georgia.  We  are  rid  of  them,  and  I 
hope  the  gentleman  haa  no  defAre  to  bring  them 
back  upon  na  to  aid  the  Oherokees.  Bnt,  ss  he 
has  referred  to  them,  I  will  oak  bis  attention  to 
the  first  article  of  the  treaty  of  Oalphinton, 
concluded  on  the  12th  Kovember,  178IS,  parts 
of  which  he  has  himself  quoted : 

"Article  I.  Ihe  said  Indians,  for  thenuelTea,  and 
all  the  tribes  or  towns  within  their  reapectiTe  na- 
ttons,  within  the  limits  of  tbo  Stale  of  Oeorgis, 
have  been,  and  now  ate,  members  of  the  same,  since 
the  day  and  date  of  the  conititntion  of  the  aald 
State  of  Oeorgia." 

Is  not  this  article  broad  en<fngh  to  anstun 
the  claim  of  the  State  to  the  sovereignty  over 
the  Greeks!  If  they  were  memtMrs  of  the 
State,  as  they  acknowledged  themselves  to 
have  been,  from  the  adoption  of  the  oonstitn- 
tion  of  Georna,  what  beoame  of  their  aeparate 
and  independent  oharsoter  as  a  natdon  or  tribe  t 
So  much  for  tiie  Greeka.  I  will  no^  in  tender- 
ness to  the  lately  defOnot  administration,  say 


nation  differed  from  that  of  the  Greeks  In  this : 
all  the  Oraeka  who  were  within  the  United 
States  occupied  land  within  the  t«rritorial  lim- 
its of  Qeors^a :  the  Oherokees  oocnpied  a  ter- 
ritory in  Norlli  Garolina,  South  Garolina,  and 
Geonia,  the  greater  number  being  in  North 
Garolina.  The  treaty  of  De  WeU's  Corner, 
formed  Uay  16,  1777,  with  Soath  Carolina  and 
Gieoi^a,  by  the  Gherokeea,  settles  the  qnestion 
with  the  Oherokees.  The  first  artiole  of  this 
treaty  is  in  these  words : 


and  quietly  uid  unopposed,  built,  held,  and  c 
tiaue  to  occupy,  the  fort  at  Xstnneoa,  thereby  did 
effect  and  m«iT>tjln  the  oonqueat  of  all  the  Cherokee 
lands  eastward  of  the  Unicaye  mounts ;  and  to 
and  for  their  people,  did  acquire,  possess,  and  yet 
continue  to  hold,  in  and  over  the  said  lands,  all  tni 
aingolar,  the  rights  incidental  to  conquest ;  and  the 
CherokM  aatian,  in  consequence  thereof,  do  cede 
the  said  lands  to  the  add  people,  the  people  of 
South  Carolina." 

Ton  see,  sir,  the  Gherokeea  admit  that  SonUi 
Oarolina  had,  by  conquest,  acquired  a  n^t  to 
all  the  land  in  the  valleys  below  the  Unioaye 
mountains.  These  monnt^ns  lie  in  Tenneseee, 
beyond  the  territorial  claims  of  SonUi  Carolina 
and  Oeorf^  South  Carolina  oonanered  the 
oonntry  from  tbeir  red  neighbors ;  tne  right  of 
conquest  is  admitted :  the  oenefit  of  that  oon- 
qneat  was,  according  to  the  well-known  ri^ts 
of  Georeia  and  South  Carolina,  with  both  of 
whom  the  treaty  was  formed,  to  be  enjoyed 
respectively  by  those  States,  Bnt  this  is  not 
all :  no  subsequent  change  in  the  ptditical  con- 
dition of  the  United  States  can  be  used  aa  a 
pretext  for  denying  to  Geoivia  the  claim  to 
sovereignty  over  ue  OhwtMceea  within  her 


dbyGoogle 


Sehais.] 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  TEE 

Semmal  of  Ot  Indiimt. 


treaties  l«  which  tbe  United  Slates  are  parti 
Every  profes^onal  man  who  rememhera  his 
Blacfcatone,  knows  that  legiBlation  is  the  high- 
est act  of  Bovereigntf .  Now,  sir,  by  the  ninth 
arUoIe  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  of  the  asth 
NoTember,  1785,  a  treaty  which  begins  with 
these  words  ;  "  The  United  Btstes  give  peace 
to  all  the  Gherokees,  and  receive  them  into 
their  favor  and  protection ;"  strange  woi^  to 
be  oaed  to  an  onconqaered  and  ind^ndent 
nation,  the  Oherokees  surrender  to  Congress 
the  power  of  legislating  for  them  at  discretion. 
I  pray  the  gentieman  to  hear  it. 

"For  the  beneSt  and  comfort  of  the  Indians,  and 
for  the  prerenUon  of  iniuiies  or  oppresaioDS  on  the 
part  of  the  oitiien*  or  Indiuu,  the  United  States  In 
Congress  assembled,  shall  haie  the  sole  and  eictu- 
^Ta  ririit  of  regulating  trade  with  the  ledians,  and 
managing  bU  th^  aOain  in  such  manner  as  they 
tUnk  proper." 

This  b«aty,  with  all  its  burthens  and  benefits, 
fell  to  the  new  Oovemment  nnder  the  conscitn- 
tion,  when  it  was  established,  and  the  power  of 
legislating  at  discretion,  to  prevent  iiyniiee  or 
oppressions  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  or  In- 
ditms,  was  one  of  the  benefits  secnred  by  it. 
Bo  much  for  the  independence  of  the  Chero- 
kee nation.  It  may  tie  asked,  however,  what 
has  this  treaty  to  do  with  the  question  between 
Geoi^ia  and  the  Cherokee  Government?  It 
does  not  follow  that,  beoanae  the  United  States 
have  sovereignty  over  the  Cherokeea,  thst  the 
State  has  it.  The  oompsct  made  by  the 
United  States  with  Georgia,  in  1803,  fomishee 
the  Batisfactory  answer  to  this  inquiry.  The 
United  Btetea,  having  acquired,  by  the  ninth 
article  of  the  treaty  of  Hopewell,  the  power  of 
legislation  over  the  Oherokees,  had  ue  good- 
ness to  transfer  it  to  the  State.  Let  ns  see,  nr, 
what  this  compaot  is.  By  the  first  article, 
Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  States  all  her 
right,  elMm,  title,  ie.,  to  the  Jnris^otion  and 
•oil  of  the  lands  lying  west  of  the  Oattahoo- 
chie,  aa  &r  as  lUBsissippi,  ka.,  on  specified 
conditions.  By  the  second  article,  the  United 
States  accept  the  cession  on  the  conditions  ex- 
pressed, and  they  "  cede  to  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, whatever  clum,  right,  or  titie,  they  may 
have  to  the  jnrlsdiction  and  aoil  of  any  lands, 
lying  within  the  United  States,  and  ont  of  the 
proper  bonndaries  of  any  other  Btate^  and  utO' 
ated  Bonth  of  the  sonthem  Ixinndanee  of  the 
States  of  Tennessee,  North  Carolina,  and  South 
Carolina,  and  east  of  the  boundary  line  herein 
above  deeoritied,  as  the  eastern  boundary  of 
the  territory  ceded  by  Georgia  to  the  United 
States."  The  Senator  from  New  Jersey  may 
be  assnred,  that  the  Cherokees,  over  whom  the 
Georgia  laws  are  to  operate,  live  upon  the  ter- 
ritory described  in  the  second  article  of  the 
compact  of  1803,  south  of  Tennessee,  North 
Oarolina,  and  South  Carolina,  and  east  of  the 
Cattabooohie.  Qentiemen  may  amuse  them- 
selves with  finding  fault  with  wis  transfer  by 
the  United  States  of  a  power  granted  to  them. 


and  intended  to  be  Dsed  by  the  United  Btatea 
only.  They  m^  prove  it,  if  they  chooee,  in 
act  of  iifjnstloe  to  the  Oherokees — a  v»datica 
of  faith.  We  will  not  take  the  trouble  to  in- 
terfbre  with  such  qneetions.  Hie  United  States 
obtuned,  by  treaty,  the  poww  to  legislate  over 
the  Cherokees,  and  transferred  it  to  Georgia. 
The  justice  and  propriety  of  this  transfer  most 
l»  settled  hy  the  United  States  and  the  Chero- 
kees. In  this  setUement  Georgia  has  her  bur- 
then to  bear,  as  one  of  the  members  of  the 
Union ;  but  no  more  than  her  fair  prcKiorliMU 
If  any  pecnniary  sacriSoes  are  reqaired  to  do 
Justice  to  the  iqjured,  let  them  be  made :  if  a 
sacrifice  of  blood  is  demanded  as  a  propitiatiia 


from  New  Jersey  will  fix  npon  one  between 
the  Delaware  and  the  Hndson,  he  will  escape 
all  impntations  of  being  actuated  by  any  mo- 
tive but  the  love  of  Justice — pore  jnstiee.  For 
oB  it  is  enough  to  have  shown,  that  what  we 
claim  is  in  our  bond,  and  until  the  gentleman 
can  rail  off  the  seal,  our  oIudi  must  be  aUow«I, 
though  it  shonld  extend  to  the  penalty  of  a 
pound  of  flesh.  Tee,  mi.  we  claim,  and  we 
will  have  the  penalty  of  tne  bond— the  pound 
of  flesh,  not  in  the  Shylock  Riirit  to  destroy; 
we  will  take  it  upon  the  conditions  prescrilied 
by  the  learned  doctor  in  the  court  of  Venice, 
the  gentle  Portia — "  Not  one  drop  of  tilood 
shall  be  shed;"  we  will  take  our  "Jnst  pound," 
neither  "  more  nor  less,  by  one  poor  aentpU ;" 
the  balsnoe  in  which  onr  rights  are  weired 
shall  stand  precisely  even ;  neither  scale  thaD 
descend  below  the  other  "  the  ninth  part  of  a 
liair,"  Eespect  for  the  Senator  from  New  Jw- 
sey  will  not  permit  me  to  charge  him  with  say 

firemeditated  obliquity  of  vision ;  but  oertain- 
y,  when  it  is  recollected  thst  all  the  beaties  I 
have  presented  to  the  Senate  were  examined 
and  quoted  by  him,  it  is  strange  by  what  fatal- 
ity it  was,  that  his  eye  did  not  for  a  moment 
rest  upon  either  of  the  pregnant  provisions  to 
which  I  have  endeavored  to  direct  his  sttee- 
tion.  There  they  stand,  oonclouve  refutatiaDS 
of  all  his  a^nments  founded  npon  other  pm- 
visions  of  the  same  or  anbseqneat  instrvneBte^ 
unlees  he  is  able  to  prove  that  they  have  been 
formally  altered  by  the  parties  to  tiiera. 

Sir,  said  Ur.  F.,  having  shown,  if  not  to  the 
satisfitotion  of  the  Senator  ttom  New  Jersey,  I 
tnist  to  tliat  of  the  Senate,  that  npon  the  {ms- 
oiplee  assomed  by  the  adveraariee  of  the  bill, 
Georgia  stands  Justified  in  Yta  ooorse ;  I  shsQ 
proceed  to  snbmit  a  few  obaervatioos  on  the 
subject  of  the  dispoution  whidk  oogbt  to  be 
made  of  the  Indians  within  the  United  SUtca. 
The  preliminary  inquiry  was  not  merely  with 
a  view  to  relieve  the  mind  of  the  Senatw  boa 
New  Jersey  from  painful  apprebensiooi,  butlo 
show  to  the  Senate  that  our  opinions  on  the 
great  snlyect  of  the  aborigines  were  not  farmed 
to  suit  our  interests,  nor  at  all  inflneneed  by 
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Uiem;  that  tbere  was  no  modve  operating 
apon  oar  mioda  to  tempt  oa  into  erroneoos 
jodgmeiits.  The  (xmdition  of  the  remnants  of 
the  ODoe  formidable  tribes  of  Indiana  is  known 
to  be  deplorable :  all  admit  that  there  is  ■onw' 
thing  dae  to  the  remaning  individnals  of  the 
race ;  all  desire  to  grant  more  than  is  Justly 
due  for  th^  preservation  and  ciTilization.  Ro- 
Mntly  gnat  efforts  bave  been  made  to  excite 
the  pablic  mind  into  a  Btate  of  aoreasonable 
and  jealous  wprehension  in  their  l>eliBlf.  The 
evidences  of  these  efforts  are  before  os  in  peti- 
tiona  that  have  been  ponriug  in  from  different 
parts  of  the  coantry.  The  clergy,  the  taity, 
the  lawyers,  and  the  ladies,  have  been  dragged 
into  the  service  and  united  to  press  upon  ns. 
Bat  these  efforts  have  been  anavailiDg:  the 
people  are  too  well  informed  to  be  deladed ; 
they  have  too  mnoh  confidence  in  the  Justice 
and  wisdom  of  the  adminutration  to  be  misled 
by  persons  who  have  onited,  M  this  eleventh 
honr,  in  opposition  to  a  project  which  has  been 
fteadily  kept  in  view  by  three  administrations. 
To  show  wnat  hss  been  attempted,  I  pray  the 
Senste  to  attend  to  an  extract  of  a  letter  re- 
ceived Erom  a  most  respectable  and  intelligent 
gentleman  in  one  of  the  New  England  States. 
[Here  Mr.  F.  read  the  extract  wtiidi  follows  :] 

"An  attempt  is  nuking  In  the  Eastern  States  to 
create  a  great  deal  of  sympathy  for  this  people ; 
tnd  the  attempt  is  makins,  so  fkr  u  I  can  ducover, 
b;  what  >■  termed  the  '  Qiristian  party  in  poliUea.' 
Fctitions  to  CiKtgren  have  been  sot  np,  printed  and 


Marting  point ;  the;  have  been  forwarded  to  every 
toim;  addressed  to  '  CoDgregaUona]  clergyioen  of 

or  either  of  hii  deacons,'  wiLh  instnictJons 

to  hare  them  filled  with  as  many  ligaatiires  as  can 
be  obtained,  and  then  forwarded  to  Congress  with 
M  little  delay  as  panible.  These  peUtloos  sappli- 
cate  Congress  to  protect  the  Indians  in  the  occu- 
pancy and  cqjojtiKnt  of  the  lands  where  they  re- 
Bde,  and  ttie  civil  regulations  thej  may  adopt  for 
their  own  goTemment.  Huy  or  these  petitions 
probably  have  reached  Congresa  before  this  time." 

Considering  the  means  employed,  it  is  aur- 
priung,  not  that  we  have  petitions  befbre  ns, 
bat  that  we  hare  so  few,  and  to  the  Sonthern 
section  of  the  Union  it  is  a  oonsolation  to  know 
that  these  efforts  to  pr^ndioe  the  qnest^on  of 
their  rights  shonld  have,  in  many  instances, 
prodaceu  a  fair  investigation  of  them,  and  the 
espreasions  of  popular  opinion  in  their  behalf^ 
the  more  precions  since  they  were  spontaneooa, 
the  offspring  of  honest  conviction,  and  not  of 
political  arrangement.    That  many  resectable 

?ir8ons  have  been  deceived,  is  not  disputed, 
hey  bATO  been  the  unresisting  instruments  of 
the  wtfol  and  desiring,  uid  ministered  to  po- 
litical malignity,  while  they  believed  them- 
selves labonng  to  the  canse  of  Justice  and  ha- 
mani^. 

Two  evidences  of  snoh  delnsions  ore  before 
me.  A  cdrcnlar  printed  for  the  signatore  of  the 
Ixdies,  and fbrwarded  tome  widianote,  "read 
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with  a  view  to  eternity,"  as  if  I  were  in  danger 
of  eternal  pnnishment  u  I  did  not  abandon  the 
defence  oi  the  position  taken  by  Georgia,  on 
which  I  have  already  perilled  my  repntation  aa 
a  politician,  and  stand  responsible  as  an  ao- 
oonntabte  being.  The  other,  ur,  is,  to  Judge  by 
its  contents,  the  work  of  an  amiable  Eevoln- 
tionary  soldier,  (Alpheus  Camden,  of  Long  Isl- 
and, be  signs  himself)  who  expresses  the  deep- 
est oonviotion  of  the  propriety  of  his  opinions, 
and  urges  me,  as  I  dread  the  norrors  oi  on  In- 
dian and  a  servile  wor^  to  retrace  my  own  steps, 
and  correct  the  opimons  of  the  State.  These 
delusions  will  pass  sway ;  this  venerable  man, 
like  all  others  who  have  been  misled,  will  soon 
know  that  they  misunderstood  both  onr  prind- 
ples  and  our  purposes,  and  have  formed  on  this 
subject  crude  Judgments  withont  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  facts  necessary  to  a  correct  decis- 
ion ;  and  without  due  reflection  upon  the  past 
or  tjie  liitnre. 


VoKSAT, -April  19. 
^PoMral  Stmon  to  Ota.  iSmglA. 

After  the  mtting  was  opened : — 

A  message  having  been  received  firom  the 
House  of  Representatives,  by  their  clerk,  an- 
nouncing the  demise  of  the  honorable  Auzav- 
DKB  Surra,  one  of  the  Representatives  in  Con- 
gress from  the  State  of  Virginia : — 

Kr.  Ttub,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  addressed 
the  Senate  aa  follows : 


oiety.  For  tlie  long  period  of  probably  forty 
years,  he  has  been  engaged  in  public  life.  His 
services  in  the  Virginia  Legislature  will  long 
be  remembered,  while  his  career  in  the  House 
of  Representatives  will  best  attest  hia  character. 
Foss^sing  fine  talents,  with  a  mind  lo^cal  and 
precise,  his  manners  were  retiring  and  nnobtm- 
Bive.  If  be  did  not  possess  the  matiter  in  modo, 
he  undeniably  ptoasessed  the /wMter  in  «.  Hia 
apeechea,  delivered  in  the  various  stations 
which  he  has  flUod,  will  snrvive  as  the  best 
monument  of  his  virtue,  industry,  and  hia  intel- 
lectnal  firmness  and  strength.  With  high 
claims  to  public  preferment,  he  preferred  to 
rest  for  his  support  upon  tiie  people  of  the  dis- 
trict in  the  service  of  which  he  haa  died,  and 
that  people  have  over  and  over  again  awarded 
to  him  uie  highest  meed  of  th^  approbation, 
and  know  best  how  to  estimate  his  services. 
As  a  mark  of  respect  to  his  memory,  I  move 
the  following  resolution : 


of  the  House  of  Bepresfntatlves  from  the  Btate  of 
Tirginia,  this  day,  at  tweWe  o'clock ;  and,  as  a  tes- 
timony of  respect  for  the  memory  of  the  deceased, 
they  will  go  Into  mourning,  and  wear  crape  round 
the  left  arm  for  thirty  days. 

The  resolation  was  nnooimonsly  agreed  to ; 
and  then, 
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ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 
MauaAiutai  Claim. 


On  motion  of  Ur.  Tuxvtu^  of  Vir^nU,  the 
Senate  ac^jonmed. 


TuasDAi,  April  SO. 
MauaehxuetU  Claim. 

The  bill  to  anthorize  the  payment  of  the 
daim  of  the  State  of  Hssaachasetts,  for  militia 
serrices  dnring  the  late  war,  having  been  taken 
np— 

Ur.  BEirToir,  as  Obdnnan  of  the  Uilitarj 
Oonunittee,  by  which  the  bill  h&d  been  report- 
ed, rose  to  explun  it.  He  eiud  the  clEum  was 
founded  on  militia  services  rendered  during  the 
late  war,  and  bad  been  thirteen  years  before 
the  Federal  Government  for  payment.  It  had 
been  is  a  oontinned  state  of  examination,  either 
by  EzeoQtiTe  officers  or  by  Committees  of  Oon- 
gresB  daring  all  that  tjme ;  and  the  resnlts  of 
tiiese  exammationa  had  been  onifonnly  the 
same,  namely,  that  a  part  of  the  claims  rest  on 
the  same  principles  on  which  olums  i^m  other 
Btates  rested  which  have  been  paid,  and  of 
coarse  oaght  to  be  paid  also.  The  brief  history 
of  these  ezamioationa  and  reBiilt&  is  this:  these 
claims  were  first  presented  at  the  War  Office 
in  1817,  and  filed  for  euDunation.  Iiil832,tbe 
delegataons  in  Oongress  from  UasBaohosetta  and 
Uaine  presented  a  memorial  to  the  President, 
asking  an  examination  and  settlement  of  them. 
In  1823  the  third  anditor  of  the  Treasury  was 
directed  to  audit  them,  and  to  proceed  on  the 
same  principles  which  bad  governed  the  eettl»- 
inent  of  like  claims  from  other  Stales.  In  1624, 
the  President,  (Ur.  Uokbob,)  having  carefully 
examined  the  proceedings  of  the  auditor, 
brought  the  claims  before  Congress  in  a  special 
mcesage,  and  recommended  that  provision 
shonld  be  made  for  their  payment,  to  the  ex- 
tent that  like  cl^ms  had  been  paid  from  other 
States.  This  message  went  to  the  UilitAry 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
which  reported  favorably ;  but  as  their  report 
did  not  ripen  into  a  law,  the  sat^ect  was  referred 
agflia  to  the  same  committee  in  1B26,  and  a 
favorable  report  again  made.  That  payment 
of  the  di^ms,  to  a  uertdn  extent,  ongnt  to  be 
made,  seemed  then  to  be  agreed  on  all  hands ; 
bnt  the  accounts  were  numerous,  complex,  and 
depending  upon  variety  of  testimony,  as  well 
as  on  dif^rent  principles.  A  body  so  numerous 
as  the  House  of  Representatives,  found  it  diffi- 
cult to  examine  particulars  and  liquidate  a  long 
acoomit ;  and  they  did  what  every  public  body 
ought  to  do  under  the  like  circumstances :  the  j 
re&rred  it  to  the  acconatdng  officers  to  make 
the  examinationj  and  report  the  amount  which 
ou^t  to  be  paid.  The  reference  was  to  the 
War  Department,  and  the  third  auditor  was 
charged  with  the  business.  He  occupied  him- 
self abont  it  for  nearly  eighteen  months,  a  pe- 
riod of  time  which  I  mention  particolarly,  to 
show  the  degree  of  care  which  a  m(»t  careful 
officer  bestowed  upon  the  examination,  and  re- 
ported in  favor  of  abont  one-half  of  the  amount 
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of  these  daims.  The  entire  claim  was  for  eight 
haudred  and  forty-three  thonsaod  six  bundnd 
and  one  dollars  and  thirty-four  cents;  there- 
port  is  for  four  hundred  and  thirty  Qioniand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-eight  dollars  and 
twenty-six  cents.  To  the  amount  thus  allowed, 
the  bill  now  before  the  Senate  is  limited.  It 
proposes  to  pay  what  the  third  auditor  hss 
found  to  be  due  nnder  the  referenoe  nude  to 
him.  I  consider  this  bill  in  the  light  of  an  ^ 
propriation,  to  meet  a  liqoidated  demand,  lbs 
thii^  auditor  is  the  officer  of  the  Qovemmeut ; 
he  has  a^nsted  the  acconnt  mider  the  instmc- 
tions  of  the  House  of  Representatives ;  and  lb* 
payment,  unless  his  settlement  can  be  impeacb- 
ed,  would  seem  to  follow  as  a  matter  of  ootme. 
I  have  seen  no  reason  to  impeach  his  settle- 
ment. The  committee  to  whom  it  was  refbired 
saw  none.  References  to  the  opinions  of  a 
committee  may  not  l>e  strictly  regrilar ;  but,  in 
this  esse,  it  may  be  allowable,  and  I  can  say 
Uiat  our  opinion  was  nnanimona  in  reportiog 
this  bill.  Frqudicee  have  prev^ed  against 
these  d^ma.  I  have  felt  these  prejadime.  I 
have  seen  the  time  when  I  never  expected  to 
vote  for  their  payment  These  pr^ndicet  con- 
tinued until  it  became  my  duty  to  eiamim 
them ;  and  that  examination  has  resDlt«d  vilb 
me,  as  with  all  others  who  made  it,  in  the  md- 
viction  that  a  large  part  of  them  on^t  to  be 
pEUd. 

Ur.  BnABEi  said,  that  after  the  satisEsctoiy 
explanaticm  of  this  case,  which  had  been  giioi 
by  the  Senator  from  Ifissouri,  who  prwdei 
over  the  committee  which  had  jnat  inveat^ed 
it,  he  should  be  much  more  brief  in  1^  re- 
marks npon  it  than  he  might  otherwise  ha^e 
been.  But  as  the  Inll  was  introduced  by  me, 
(said  Mr.  3.,)  in  the  discharge  of  what  I  ci»- 
oeived  to  be  my  duty  to  the  State  whidi  I 
have  the  honor  in  part  to  represent  in  tbi« 
body,  it  may  be  expected  of  me,  in  pnrsauMe 
of  that  duty,  to  say  a  few  words  in  its  snpport. 

This  ICasaachnaetts'  cidm  (sud  Ur.  &>  ii  a 
claim  not  only  of  one,  but  of  two  aovWMga 
States  of  the  Unioo— Uasaachasetts  and  ICsine; 
for  military  expenditures  by  the  people  of  those 
States,  (then  farming  but  one  State,)  ibr  the  de- 
fence of  the  State  agtunst  a  foreign  and  ooei- 
mon  enemy.  This  claim  has  been  over  thir- 
teen years  under  the  scrutiny  of  the  Afferent 
branches  of  this  Qovemment.  In  Febnuuy, 
1817,  it  was  nresented  for  payment  to  the  Ex- 
ecutive brancn  of  the  Qovemment;  andattbe 
HOCceeding  session  of  Oongress  of  1817-'1B,  it 
was  presented  to  the  consideration  of  the  Hoom 
of  RepreBentAUvea,  and  it  has  been  before  that 
brancb  of  the  Legislatmre,  or  the  Eiecntin 
branch  of  the  Government,  or  travelling  by  the 
^de  of  Presidential  messagee,  or  CongieaioDsi 
resolutions,  from  one  to  the  other,  fh>m  that  time 
to  this,  receiving  favorable  reports  from  each,  and 
fh)maJ],butnopaymentyetn'omeithBj'.  Dndfr 
these  circumstances,  and  aware  of  the  just  ooio- 
plaints  of  the  QoTemment  and  people  of  Vasas- 
chttsetts  of  such  delay,  I  oonaideied  it  to  be  my 


dbyGoogle 


lna,18S0.] 


DEBATES  OF  CONOBESS. 

Itimaekvtai^  (Mm. 


datj,  after  consultation  vith  the  other  Bepre- 
seutstiTeg  of  that  State  in  Oongresa,  to  present 
Uiii  Mm,  for  the  flnt  time,  to  the  oonddera- 
tioa  or  the  Senate,  where^  It  was  hoped,  a 
prompt  and  just  decision  would  bo  obtained 

This  daim  has  bean  pr«eented  and  urged  for 
pifm^  as  a  &ir  and  jort  one,  not  onlj  hj  Uie 
idnmiiitration  of  MasMohnsetts  nnder  which  it 
origiiuted,  bat  b;  erer^  sacoeeding  adminirtra- 
tion  of  that  State,  fhMn  that  time  to  thepreaent 
moment ;  in  the  coarse  of  whleh  time  we  have 
lud  four  different  Chief  H^patratea  in  Jlaaea- 
dmsetu,  all  of  whom  were  perfectly  acqoainted 
with  the  whole  bistorj  of  this  claim :  and  two 
of  tbom  (the  late  (^ovemor  Eastis  and  the  prea- 
fflt  Qovemor  Linooln)  ardent  sapporters  of  the 
1^  var  and  of  the  measnree  of  the  General 
OoTemment  connected  with  it.  We  have  also 
bsd,  in  the  coarse  of  this  time,  sixteen  different 
Leguktores  in  Haasachnsetts,  coming  annoally 
from  the  people,  and  poaeeBaiog  their  riews 
Dpon  the  subject ;  and  every  one  of  these  Leg- 
iiMiirea  have,  I  believe,  anitod  widi  the  differ- 
ent Eieoativee  of  the  State  in  enpport  of  this 

Althongh  ready  and  willing,  sir,  to. go  into 
t  full  investjgatioa  of  this  olami,  I  sh^  avoid 
Inapamng  so  far  apon  the  time  of  the  Senate 
u  woold  be  reqnisite  for  that  parpoee,  unless 
it  becomes  necessary,  for  the  present,  at  least, 
to  a  few  remarks  in  relation  to  it.  Althongh 
the  enemy  was  on  onr  coast,  oaptoring  onr 
shipping  and  other  property,  and  occasionally 
committing  depredations  upon  some  of  our 
meet  exposed  towns,  in  the  conrse  of  the  years 
1813  and  leiS,  yet  tt  was  not  until  1814,  and 
after  the  peace  in  Europe,  that  we  became  se- 
rlomly  apprehensive  of  mvaslon.  And  the  ex- 
penditures embraced  by  this  claim,  with  the 
exception  of  two  or  three  thousand  dollars,  ao- 
crued  after  April,  1814,  and  the  bill  now  under 
oonmderation  embraces  only  snch  parts  of  the 
claim  as,  after  the  most  rigid  and  prolonged 
Bcrntiny,  by  every  branch  of  the  Qovemment, 
bsTe  beea  fonnd  to  come  within  tiie  mles  and 
principles  which  have  been  observed  in  t 
settlement  of  similar  claims  of  other  State) 
not  what  has  been  asked  by  the  creditor,  hnt 
what  the  debtor  admits  to  be  doe.  Sir,  but  for 
these  expenditnres,  the  State  of  Uaaeocbasetts 
most,  and  woald  have  been  invaded^  and  mach 
of  its  property  captared  or  destroyed ;  for,  as 
shown  by  one  of  yonr  own  ofBcers  then  in  coi 
mand  there,  there  were  not  a  saffioient  nomijcr 
of  United  States  troops  within  the  State  of 
Hassochnsetta,  if  they  had  all  been  drawn  to 
one  point,  to  man  the  guns  of  one  of  its  fortifi- 
cations ;  and,  sir,  here  let  me  add,  that  by  a 
portion  of  these  expenditures,  the  property  of 
the  United  States  was  prevented  follmg  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy.  Yea,  sir,  yonr  navy 
yards  at  Cbarlestown  and  Portsmonth,  and  the 
public  ships,  then  lying  at  them,  were  defend- 
ed, and  saeoeaafully  defended,  by  the  nulitia  of 
"        ^insetts,  SB  can  be  shown  by  the  corre- 
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■pondenoeofyoorowDofBoers.  [Here  Ur.  Silb- 
BBX  read  extracts  of  letters  fh>m  General  Dear- 
born, from  Oommodore  Bainbridge,  from  the 
Ai^ntant  General  of  Hassaohosetta,  and  from 
the  then  Secretary  of  the  Navy,] 

Sir,  (continued  Mr.  8.,)  donng  the  whole 
lommer  of  1814,  the  whole  seacoast  of  Ifasaa- 
chasette  was  kept  in  a  constant  state  of  alarm,  - 
80  much  BO,  that  but  little  else  was  thought  of 
by  any  one  bat  the  defence  of  his  person,  his 
property,  and  his  country :  the  enemy  was  not 
only  on  oar  coast,  but  often  in  oar  harbors ; 
invasion  and  the  destraction  of  property  were 
duly  and  nightly  apprehended  during  the 
whole  season ;  to  prevent  which,  guards  were 
established  on  the  whole  extent  of  the  coast ; 
many  of  the  militia  constantly  on  duty,  not 
only  the  militia  of  the  eeaboaH,  but  that  of 
the  interior,  were  often  marohed  to  the  coast 
and  kept  on  duty,  for  the  protection  of  tiie  pub- 
lic, as  well  as  private  property,  which  was 
there  located,  and  the  whole  militia  of  the 
State  nnder  orders  to  march  at  the  shortest 
notice.  A  large  portion  of  these  services  were 
rendered  on  sadden  and  pressing  occasions,  to 
meet  "inva«on  or  well-fonnded  apprehenuoDs 
of  invasion,"  and  are  such  as  come  clearly  with- 
in the  class  of  claims  which  has  been  allowed 
and  pwd  to  other  States,  Sir,  no  one  who  has 
examined  the  doonments  appertaining  to  this 
clmm,  can,  I  think,  have  failed  to  he  convinced, 
that  daring  the  summer  of  1814,  the  State  of 
Hassachnsetts  was  in  constant  and  ioiminent 
danger  of  invasion,  and  without  any  other 
means  of  defence  than  its  own  militia,  acting, 
some  ander  United  States  ofBoers,  some  undw 
their  own  officers,  and  all  acting  in  concert  and 
npon  plans  of  operation,  mutually  agreed  upon 
by  the  officers  of  the  United  States^  (both  mil- 
itary and  naval,}  and  the  officers  of  the  State. 
By  this  union  of  council  and  operation,  the 
State  was  protected  from  invasion  by  the  peo- 

Ele  of  the  State,  at  their  own  eipenae,  and  at 
)ss  expense  than  it  could  otherwise  have  been 
done,  for  which  they  ask  sach  remuneration, 
and  only  Booh,  as  has  been  made  for  the  like 
services,  rendered  by  their  fellow -citizens  of 
other  States ;  they  expect  no  less,  they  ask  no 
more ;  bat,  sir,  they  have  been  asking  for  this 
a  long  time. 

[Mr.  SasBxa  here  gave  a  statement  of  the 
proceedings  npon  this  claim,  by  the  executive 
and  legislative  branches  of  the  Genera!  Govern- 
ment, from  its  first  presentation  in  February, 
181T,  to  the  present  time,  and  read  extracts 
from  the  reports  of  the  different  oonunlttees  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  to  which  it  had 
been  referred  in  1816,  in  I8S4,  and  in  1820 ; 
also  from  the  special  messages  of  the  late  Pres- 
ident Monroe,  of  1839,  1824,  and  1825,  end 
from  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives of  December,  1826,  under  the  authority 
of  which  the  report  of  the  Third  Auditor  was 
made,  npon  which  the  hill  before  the  Senate 
was  founded.] 
It  ia  ahown  by  these  docnmenta,  (sold  Mr.  S.,) 


dbyGoogle 


Sbutk] 

vhich  have  been  Airoiahed  hy  the  Government 
of  the  United  States,  in  relation  to  this  olum, 
that  tlie  late  President  Uonroe,  (than  whom  no 
one  knew  more  of  its  history,  and  who  bad  no 
reason  to  entertain  predileotiona  for  it,)  in  three 
special  messaKes  to  GongreBS,  recommended  its 
settlement  and  pajment,  aooording  to  the  roles 
bj  which  Bimilar  claims  of  other  States  bad 
been  adjusted  and  paid.  And  every  Commit- 
tee of  Oongjees  to  whom  it  has  been  referred, 
(and  it  hag  now  been  under  the  consideration 
of  focr  different  committees,)  ba^e  been  led  to 
the  same  oonclnaion,  and  have  reported  that  it 
onght  to  be  paid  to  tbat  extent.  The  amoont 
specified  in  tiie  bill  now  nnder  consideration, 
is  that  which  has  been  fonnd  to  be  dne,  by  an 
investigation  of  the  most  scrutinizing  offioer  of 
this  Oovemment,  under  a  reaolntion  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  founded  npon  the 
recommendations  and  reports  Jnst  mentioned. 
And  it  is  now  before  the  Senate  with  these  high 
testimonials  in  its  support.  Such  testimonialH, 
emanating  from  such  sonrces  of  information  in 
relation  to  this  claim,  seem  to  be  snfficient  to 
show  that  it  needs  only  to  be  examined,  to  be 
approved  by  all,  of  which,  if  any  donbt  remun< 
ea,  that  doabt  must  be  considered  as  entirely  re- 
moved by  the  frank  and  honorable  avowal  of 
the  churman  of  the  committee ;  that  the  eiam- 
ination  which  he  has  been  called  to  make  of  it, 
has  removed  the  unfavorable  impresnona  which 
he  had  previously  entertained  towards  it,  so 
far,  at  least,  as  to  satisfy  him  of  the  justice  of 
passing  this  bill.  Deeming  it  needless  at  pres- 
ent to  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  more  detailed 
representation  of  this  claini,  I  shall  forbear 
doing  BO,  unless  it  shonld  hereafter  become  ne- 
cessary. I  shall,  however,  willingly  meet  any 
questions  that  may  be  proposed,  and  afford  any 
and  every  information  I  possess  in  relation  to 
it,  which  may  be  asked. 

Mr.  HoLiuca  made  also  a  few  remarks  in 
explanation  and  support  of  the  olf^;  after 

The  question  was  put,  and  the  bill  ordered  to 
a  third  reading  without  a  division. 

Semoval  of  Vte  Itidiant. 

The  consideration  of  the  bill  to  provide  for 
an  exchange  of  lands  with  the  Indians  residing 
in  any  of  the  States  or  Territories,  and  for  their 
removal  west  of  the  river  Uisussippi,  was  re- 
sumed. 

Mr.  Adams  ssid  he  was  snre  that  all  most 
feel  embarrassment  in  addressing,  for  the  first 
time,  the  Senato  of  the  United  States ;  and,  es- 
pecially, on  a  subject  of  so  much  importance  as 
that  now  nnder  consideration.  But  mine  (s«d 
he)  is  greatly  increased  from  never  before  hav- 
ing been  a  member  of  a  legislative  aeaembly. 
But  I  feel  great  encouragement,  from  a  knowl- 
edge that  this  circnmstance  will  Increase  to- 
wards me  the  generous  indulgence  and  courtesy 
for  which  this  body  is  so  distinguished ;  and  I 
fe^  that  it  will  be  owing  to  uat  indolgence 
that  I  will  be  able  to  lay  before  the  Senate  the 
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few  Imperfect  observationa  which  o< 
on  the  suljeot  before  us. 

The  question,  which  is  submitted  to  u  bj 
the  bill  Itself,  as  reported  to  the  Senate  by  tU 
Ch^rman  of  the  Oommitt«e  on  Indian  Afiiis, 
is  this:  whether  Ooneresa  will  authoriie  tlte 
President  of  the  United  States  to  exchange  ter- 
ritory belon^Dg  to  the  United  States  wttt  of 
the  river  Musisstppi,  and  not  within  the  liioits 
of  any  Btat«  or  organized  Territory,  with  iny 
tribe  of  Indians,  or  the  individuals  of  such  tribe, 
now  residing  within  the  limits  of  any  State  or 
Territory,  and  with  whom  the  United  Stateabave 
any  existing  treaties,  who  may  volontarily  ebooM 
to  make  snob  exonange  for  the  lands  which 
sneh  tribe  of  Indians,  (m-  the  individnab  of  taeb 
tribe,  at  present  occupy ;  to  compensate  iDdivid- 
nals  of  those  tribes  for  improvements  made 
upon  the  lands  they  now  occnpy ;  to  pay  the 
eipenBcs  of  their  removal  and  settlement  in  the 
country  west  of  the  Hissiaaippi,  and  providt 
them  necessary  subnstence  for  one  jear  there- 
after. 

The  authority  contemplated  by  the  biU  ia,  to 
make  the  exchange  of  territory  with  thoae  In- 
dians, and  with  those  only  who  are  willing  to 
make  it.  The  Mends  of  this  measure  do  not 
wish  to  vest  power  in  the  lYeudent  of  tb« 
United  States  to  assign  a  district  of  cooutcy 
west  of  the  IGssiseippi,  and,  by  strong  arm,  to 
drive  these  unfortunate  people  fW>m  their  pres- 
ent abode,  and  compel  them  to  take  up  that 
residence  in  the  country  asaigned  to  them.  On 
the  contrary,  it  is  their  wish  that  this  exchao^ 
should  be  left  to  the  free  and  voluntu7  choira 
of  the  Indians  themselves. 

Is  there  any  thing  alarming  hi  this  propou- 
tion  1  any  thing  to  cause  that  fear  and  trem- 
bling for  the  fate  of  the  unfortnnatA  Indian, 
which  have  been  manifested  in  the  oppo^tinn 
to  this  bill  t  Is  there  any  thing  to  call  forlb 
those  animated  denunciations  against  thoM 
who  disregard  and  violate  the  bith  of  treaties  I 
As  if  thoM  who  support  thu  measure  were 
ready  to  prostrate  at  the  foot  of  theor  own  sor- 
did interest  the  honor  of  the  nation,  and  inflirt 
a  stain  npon  her  escutcheon  that  all  the  vaWn 
of  the  Hiasisaippi  could  not  wash  out.  I  con- 
fess, fbr  my  own  part,  I  can  see  nothing  in  tl>e 
provisions  of  the  Dill  before  ns  unbecoming  tb« 
cbsraoter  of  a  great,  ^ust,  and  magnaoiEDOO) 
nation.  And,  Indeed,  if  I  had  heard  only  so 
much  of  the  eloquent  speeches  of  those  «bo 
oppose  the  passage  of  the  bill  as  ei^ined  upon 
ns  the  strictest  good  faith  in  the  obaervaDoe  of 
treaties,  I  would  have  oondoded  that  they 
were  the  wannest  advocates  of  the  prt^wM 


As  early  as  the  year  1803,  the  United  States 
entered  into  a  compact  with  the  State  of  Geor- 
gia, which  compact  was  ratified  in  the  most 
solemn  ananner,  being  approved  by  the  Coe- 
gresa  of^the  United  ^ates  and  by  the  Lrgi^li- 
ture  of  the  State  of  Georgia.  By  this  agrw- 
ment,  the  United  States  obtained  fram  tbt 
State  of  Georgia  a  oeeaion  of  territory,  soffi- 
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nent,  in  extant,  to  form  two  large  Stat«a,  and 
inj«rt  oondderation  for  sach  bd  immense  ao- 
damtkni  of  territoi7,  agreed,  on  their  part,  in 
ue  most  aolemn  manner,  to  extinguish,  for  tlie 
iMof  Georna,  the  Indian  title  to  alt  the  lands 
■itaated  wiUiin  the  limits  of  that  State,  "  as 
tooa  as  the  same  ooald  be  done  peaceablj  and 
npoii  reaaonafale  terma."  Although  this  is  not, 
in  the  teohnioal  sense  of  the  t«rm,  a  treatj  en- 
tered into  hj  the  United  Btfttes  witli  the  State  of 
Georgia,  yet  it  is  an  agreement  npon  afoll  and  vsl- 
nable  oonaideration ;  and  gooA  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  United  Stataa  requires  its  folfilment,  ac- 
cording t«  its  tme  spirit  and  intent.  The  bill 
under  oonaideration  proposes  a  mode  bj  which 
this  agreement  ma;  be  performed ;  bj-  which 
the  Indian  title  to  all  the  lands  within  the 
boondaries  of  that  State  ma;  be  extingnisbed, 
peaoeabl;,  and  npon  reasonable  terms.  Peace- 
ibJT,  becaose  it  is  only  to  operate  upon  those 
IrkUMiB  who  are  wQUng  to  remove.  And  npon 
reasonable  terms,  beoanse  the;  are  to  receive 
other  lands  in  exchange  for  tbose  which  the; 
pTe  up ;  Jnst  compensation  for  improTomenta 
made  bj  them ;  the  expense  of  their  removal 
and  settlement  pud,  and  snbaiBtenoe  for  one 
rear  fumiBhed  them.  Would  it  not,  therefore, 
have  been  reasonable  to  snppose,  that  those 
who  have  said  so  much  attoat  the  high  and  sa- 
cred oUtgation  of  treaties,  and  how  easentiallj 
the  great  name  of  ever;  nation  depends  npon 
their  strict  observance,  wonld  be  amonsBt  the 
foremoet  and  warmest  snpporters  of  uie  bill 
under  consideration!  Ana  certainlr  it  waa 
matter  of  astonishment  to  me  to  find  that  all 
their  might;  efforts  had  uiotber  aim.  And,  as 
an  excuse  for  that,  we  are  told,  that  althoogh 
tins  bin  appears  iiarmleax  on  the  face  of  it ; 
that  although  all  its  exterior  seems  well  or- 
dered, and  no  objection  can  be  nrged  against 
it  in  the  abstract,  ;et  there  are  facta  and  oir- 
enmstances  so  connected  with  it  as  to  make  it 
in  the  highest  degree  objectionable,  and  to  jos- 
Ijfy  the  nnsparing  animadver^ons  which  have 
been  beetowed  npon  it. 

The  following  portion  of  the  Message  of  the 
Pre^dent  ot  the  United  States  to  the  present 
Oongress,  has  been  read,  and  nrged  as  one  of 
the  oaoses  of  alarm. 

[Here  Ur.  A.  read  several  paragraphs  from 
the  Heasage  to  which  he  iiad  allnded.] 

The  principle  insisted  on  in  this  part  of  the 
Message,  den;ing  to  the  Indian  tribes  within 
the  limits  of  the  B^atce  the  rights  of  separate 
government ;  recommending  to  them  to  ■  r»- 
move  be;ond  the  Mississippi,  and  declaring  to 
them,  distinotl;,  that,  if  the;  rem^  within 
the  limita  of  the  States^  the;  mnst  snhmit  to 
the  laws  of  the  Statea  within  whose  limits  the; 
reside,  ia  oontrar;  to  the  provisions  of  the  trea- 
ties made  b;  the  United  States  with  several  of 
tbose  tribes,  and  now  existing  in  fall  force — 
particnlarl;  with  the  Greeks,  Ohootaws,  Ohick- 
asawej  and  Oherokees ;  that  the  acts  of  the 
Legislatures  of  Georgia,  Alabama,  and  JTisds- 
sippi,  extending  the  lawa  of  thoee  aevertl  States 
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over  the  In^ans  residing  within  their  respec- 
tive limits,  are  also  in  violation  of  those  trea- 
ties; that  the;  are  calcnlated  to  compel  the 
emigration  of  those  tribes ;  and,  to  connteract 
and  defeat  the  operation  of  the  opinion  express- 
ed b;  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
thb  improper  legislation,  as  it  is  called,  of  those 
Stetes.  an  amendment  has  been  ofi^red.  The 
amendment  is  in  these  words :  "  Provided,  al- 
ways, that,  until  the  said  tribes  or  nations  ^all 
choose  to  remove,  as  b;  this  act  is  contemplated, 
the;  shall  be  protected  in  their  present  posses- 
sions, and  in  the  eqjo;ment  of  all  their  righta 
of  territor;  and  govemmenL  as  heretofore  ex- 
ercised and  enjoyed,  from  all  interruption  and 
encroachments." 

This  is,  perhi^  the  first  attempt,  b;  an  act 
of  Congress,  to  operate  directly  on  tiie  legisla- 
tion of  the  States,  wiiich  has  been  made  since 
the  institation  of  this  Government,  and  it  is  to 
be  hoped,  it  will  be  the  last.  The  avowed  in- 
tention is,  to  interpose  the  power  of  the  Federal 
Qovenunent  to  prevent  the  action  of  the  laws 
of  the  States  in  qnestion,  within  their  own  ac- 
knowledged boundaries,  and  to  exempt  from 
the  inflnence  of  those  laws  a  portion  of  the 
popolation.  It  has  sometimes  happened  to 
States  that  acts  of  their  Legislatures  have  been 
declared  nnconstito^onal  by  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  of  the  United  Btetes,  and,  consequently, 
inoperative  and  void  in  the  particular  case  In 
question.  The  Supreme  Conrt,  however,  act 
on  a  single  statute  at  a  time ;  but,  in  the  mode 
proposed  by  the  amendment  in  question,  Oon- 
gress ma;  sweep  off  whole  codes  in  a  moment 
h;  a  nnele  clanse.  It  is  plain,  then,  if  the  bill 
pass  with  this  amendment,  that  the  laws  of  the 
Stetea  and  of  the  Federal  Government  must 
come  into  collision.  The  bill  speaks  of  triijes 
redding  within  an;  Stete  or  Territor;^  and 
with  whom  the  United  States  have  existini 
treaties.  Treaties  exist  between  the  United 
States  and  Indians  residing  within  the  States 
of  New  York,  G^r^a,  Alabama,  and  IGssis- 
sippi,  and  the  Legislatures  of  all  these  States 
have  extended  all,  or  a  part  of  their  laws  over 
those  Indian  tribes  respectivel;.  The  ooilision 
which  will  arise  between  the  laws  of  the  Fed- 
eral Government  and  of  the  States  will  extend 
to  fonr  of  the  States  of  the  Union.  And  if  the 
federal  law  be  oonstitntional,  the  President  of 
the  United  States  will  be  bound  b;  his  oath  of 
office  to  see  that  it  shall  be  futhfnll;  executed. 
And  gentlemen  have  told  ns  that,  if  milder 
means  will  not  answer  the  purpose,  the  strong 
arm  of  the  Government  must  be  employed ;  b; 
which  I  understand  that  a  military  force  must 
be  arTa;ed  against  the  coutumacions  States,  to 
briuK  them  into  sabjeotion,  and  to  compel  them 
to  a^nowledge  the  right  of  the  lu^an  tribes 
to  live  onder  their  own  usages,  government, 

Let  us  see  what  will  be  the  practical  opera- 
tion of  this  Indian  protective  system.  Accord- 
ing to  the  nsages  and  laws  of  the  nations  of  In- 
dians residing  within  the  State  of  New  Twk, 
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witchcraft  is  declared  to  be  a  crime,  and  capital 
punUhment  U  to  be  inflicted  upon  tbose  who 
are  found  guilty.  But,  hj  the  laws  of  the  State 
of  New  York,  extended  over  those  tribes,  the 
infliction  of  such  punishment  hy  anj  one  of  the 
tribe,  for  anoh  supposed  offence,  is  declared  to 
be  mnrder.  and  the  oSender  is  liable  to  be  con- 
victed, and  to  suffer  the  penalty  of  the  law  in 
snch  OBsea.  Here  is  a  conflict  of  laws,  and 
under  the  proviso  in  qneation,  the  Indian  tribe, 
npon  complaint  nude  to  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States,  to  see  that  they  should  be  pro- 
tected in  the  enjoyment  of  their  own  govern- 
ment asages,  and  laws,  and  npon  the  refusal  of 
the  State  of  New  York  to  yield  to  the  persua- 
aion  of  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  snrrender  all  olum  to  govern  the  people 
within  her  limits— the  strong  arm  of  this  Gov- 
ernment— its  military  force  must  be  interposed 
to  protect  the  Indian  tribes,  and  to  see  that 
they  enjoy  the  usage  of  punishing  their  own 
witches  in  their  own  way. 

By  a  law  of  the  Cherokee  republic^  a  plural- 
ity of  wives  is  authorized:  but,  by  the  laws  of 
Georgia  and  Alabama,  this  is  regarded  as  a 
crime,  and  those  who  are  guilty  are  liable  to 
severe  pnnishment.  But,  by  the  guarantee 
contemplated  in  this  proviso,  if  the  laws  of 
Georgia  or  Alabama  were  to  interpose  between 
the  privileged  Cherokee,  and  the  enjoyment  of 
his  fifty  wives,  all  that  would  be  necessary  to 
ensure  that  enjoyment,  would  be  to  call  on  the 
Executive  Department  of  this  Government, 
point  to  the  guarantee,  claim  its  exeoution,  and, 
If  nothing  ebe  will  do,  the  claims  of  Geoi^ 
and  Alabama  mnst  be  mlenoed  by  the  militu? 
force  of  the  nation. 

By  a  usage  of  the  Choctaws,  homicide  is 
ponishable  with  death  in  all  cases,  with  a  sin- 
gle exception,  which  exception  is  when  one 
man  kills  another  in  a  ball  play.  But,  by  the 
laws  of  MississippL  it  is  excusable  when  done 
in  self-defence,  and  to  save  the  life  of  the  per- 
son attacked.  But  if  the  laws  of  that  State 
were  to  interfere  to  prevent  the  life  of  an  inno- 
cent man  from  filing  a  sacrifioe  to  this  absurd 
and  barlwons  usage,  the  laws  of  the  Union 
would  be  violated,  and  the  State  mnst  submit 
to  chastisement  for  an  act  of  humanity. 
.  But  the  argument  on  the  other  side  shows 
this  proviso  to  be  nnneoessary.  For,  it  is  in- 
sistad  that,  by  virtue  of  treaties  now  existing, 
the  separate  existence  as  nations,  of  the  several 
Indian  tribes  within  the  limits  of  those  States, 
is  acknowledged,  and  that,  in  their  character  ot 
nations,  the  United  States  have  promised  tbem 
protection ;  and  that,  by  virtue  of  the  obliga- 
tion of  treaties,  this  protection  onght  to  be  ex- 
tended to  them.  If  sach  treaties  exist,  and 
they  are  the  supreme  law  of  the  land,  then  no 
additional  supremacy  can  be  conferred  by  the 

Sroviso,  and  no  additional  obligation  can  be 
Dposed  on  the  Executive  Department  of  the 
Oovemment,  to  do  that  which  is  already  en- 
joined by  treaties.  The  argument,  therefore, 
shows  all  farther  legislation  to  be  nnneoessary. 


At  latHaiu.  [iru^  1B30. 

The  Cherokee  tribe  of  Indians  having  erected 
an  independent  Government  within  the  limiu 
of  the  States  of  Geor^a  and  Alabtma,  ud 
those  two  Stat«e  claimmg  the  rights  of  eidn- 
mve  sovereignty  within  their  respective  limiUi 
extended  their  laws  over  those  Indiana.  Cadn 
these  circumstancea,  an  ^>peal  was  mtd«  te 
the  Executive  of  the  United  States  by  Ibow 
Indians,  clumtng  to  be  protected  in  the  eq)D;- 
ment  of  the  Government  which  they  had  <•• 
tablished  for  themselves.  The  quealiiai  vh 
then  submitted  for  the  decision  of  tae  Proddnl 
of  the  United  Statea,  and,  onder  the  oath  whidi 
be  had  taken  to  rapport  the  conitituttNi,  ba 
determined  that  no  such  Government  conld  ba 
erected  witbont  the  consent  of  the  States  with- 
in which  it  was  formed.  The  qoealion  it, 
therefore,  decnded  as  to  them.  If  it  was  uneaii- 
stitutional,  imder  the  stat«  of  things  irludi 
then  exist«d,  it  would  oontinne  to  M  unccB- 
stitutional  nnder  the  proposed  amendment ;  snl 
it  would  never  do  for  Consreas  to  recon&dcr  I 
qnestion  of  constitutional  law,  dedd«d  by 
either  of  the  other  distinct  and  independent  ii- 
partments  of  the  Government,  npon  a  qocfitkn 
properly  submitted  to  such  depirtmeDia,  inl 
reverse  that  decision.  If  they  can  do  so  in  re- 
gard to  the  Executive,  why  not  in  r^srd  to 
the  Judiciary  t  For  both  the  Execalive  ud 
Judiciary  derive  the  power  of  dedsion  tmt 
the  BOme  source,  not  becanse  it  is  exprealysiid 
in  the  constitution,  that  the  Judictary  w  tbe 
Executive  shall  disregard  a  law  not  made  in 
conformity  to  that  inEtmment,  but  becuM 
each  is  required  to  take  an  oath  to  sitppoit  llM 
constitution  as  the  paramount  law ;  and  vbcn 
any  statiite  or  any  treaty  is  made  or  MHStd 
contrary  to  its  provi^ona,  each  of  those  deput- 
ments  before  which  the  question  may  ariM,  is 
bound  to  declare  it  a  nullity.  The  Eiecutin 
has,  then,  upon  tbe  matter  fturly  submitted  to 
it,  decided  the  constitutional  question,  as  to  tlM 
Government  erected  by  the  tribe  of  Chenioe*, 
and  no  law  which  we  can  pass  can  pMi% 
change  the  principle  of  that  decisfui.  It  rests 
upon  the  authority  of  the  oonstitntion  itself 

But  it  seems  that,  for  the  sake  of  doisK  ji» 
tice  to  Indian  rightSj  all  things  are  to  b«  re- 
solved into  th^  original  elements,  and  we  an 
called  npon  to  decide  the  subject  Won  oa  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  of  abstract  jostiee. 

The  vast  country  which  now  fMon  tb« 
United  States,  with  the  exception  of  Louis- 
iana, was,  at  one  time,  sutject  to  the  Jllrildi^ 
tion  and  sovereign  dominion  of  Great  Britsu'- 
She  claimed  it  by  right  of  disooveiy  and  tin- 
quest,  and,  added  to  this,  the  superior  diins  a 
an  agricultural  over  a  savage  and  barbw*™" 
people.  This  title  has  always  heret4rfiM«W^ 
considered  sufficient  by  the  jurist  «>^  *• 
statesman,  and  no  inquiry  beyond  it  hia  M* 
thought  neceesary,  or  even  tolerable;  and  it 
has  been  left  to  tiie  sympathies— the  miatom 
sympathies,  as  I  must  call  them— of  tbe  pn*" 
day,  to  call  up  this  title  of  the  savage  from  w 
Bleep  of  ages,  and  urge  it  on  this  floor  and  w- 
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vbere,  as  prior  aod  psramomit  to  that  of  dyfl- 
tzcd  D&tiona. 

If  ^tlemen  are  reallf  in  earnest  in  the 
opinioiu  wbich  thej  have  expressed ;  if  the 
reaiDDBtnnts  who  have  loaded  yonr  table  with 
tbeir  petitions,  are  really  in  earnest;  if  the 
punpUeteras  who  have  inoudated  the  ooontrj 
with  abase  upon  the  present  administration, 
and  poured  ont  the  phials  of  their  nnsparing 
TTstD  npon  Qeor^a,  are  reallj  in  earnest ;  U 
thej  really  believe  that  civilized  man  baa  law- 
lesMj  nsiirped  the  territory  and  dominion  of 
the  barbarian,  then  iet  them  show  their  sinoer- 
hy  and  oom^tency  by  asking  for  this  moob- 
iqjured  and  almost  exterminated  race,  that  am- 
ple meaani«  ^  justice  which  the  magnanimity 
of  their  professions  purport ;  let  them  not  only 
ask,  bnt  do  jostioe ;  oaU  them  back  from  the 
deep  wildemees  to  which  they  have  been 
driren;  restore  to  them  this  fUr  and  happy 
Imd,  frwn  which  they  have  been  cmelly  ex- 
P^ed ;  give  them  np  yoor  fields,  boosea,  cities, 
temples  of  Jnstioe,  and  balls  of  legi^ation.  Alt 
1  bare  to  ask  is,  that  those  whose  sense  of  jns- 
tice  is  with  them  a  principle  so  prev^Uoe,  sdbII 
begin  this  retrograde  to  barbarism  at  home ; 
that  they  ahall  first  HOrrender  that  which  more 
immediately  concerns  themselves,  and  over 
which  they  would  seem  to  have  a  more  direct 
control,  and  then  call  npon  ns  to  follow  au  ex- 
unple  BO  worthy.  Bnt  I  think  it  la  not  difficolt 
to  foreisee  that  this  work  of  restoration  would 
not  proceed  far  before  the  pretended  pbilan- 
tliropist  wonld  quarrel  with  his  own  rule  of 
abstract  joatice,  aod  cont«nt  himsdf  with  per- 
Tnittfng  tidiigs  to  remuQ  as  they  are* 

TsnasDAT,  April  23. 
7^  Patent  Qfiee. 
On  motion  of  Ur.  Eayse,  the  bill  providing 
for  the  fhrther  regnhtCiw  of  the  Patent  Office 
was  taken  np  for  oonsideratdon,  together  with 
an  amendment  proposing  to  admit  foreigners 
to  the  privilege  of  patenting  inventions  in  this 
ccontry,  and  increase  the  fees  both  to  foreign- 
eta  and  on  onr  citixena, 

Ifr.  H,  explained  its  ofjeot,  and  thaolrcnm- 
stances  wbicn  indnoed  them  to  adopt  the  amend- 
ment. It  appeared  that  a  nnmber  of  petitions 
from  foreigners  had  been  regularly  buore  the 
Craomittee  on  the  Judiciary,  for  special  laws 
to  enable  them  to  exercise  their  inventions  in 
this  oonnti; ;  and  were  prodootive  of  great  ex- 
penoe  to  the  natioD,  as  well  as  to  the  individual 
applicant.  Inoonaoqnenceoftbiainoonveoienoe 
both  to  Uie  patentee  and  the  conntry,  the  com- 
mittee bad  come  to  the  oondtudon  to  admit  the 
aaluecla  or  dtizens  of  all  other  States,  Empirea, 
and  Kiogdoma  to  take  oat  patents  in  this  ooon- 
irj,  anl^ect  to  the  laws  of  their  respective 
oonntries,  by  paying  two  hnndred  dollars  into 
our  Trcasnry,  instead  of  seventy-five  dollars,  the 
amoout  of  the  sun  claimed  by  the  provUona 
of  thia  bill  from  onr  own  citisena. 

ICr.  DioxBBaoH  aud  he  had  donbta  about  the 


iteelf.  He  was  of  opinion  that  the  som  required 
by  the  present  law  for  the  privilege  of  taking 
out  a  patent  waa  qnita  enffloient.  He  believed 
it  was  now  placed  at  tbir^  dollars ;  and,  if  he 
was  called  apon  for  an  opiiuon  m  tliis  anljaot,  he 
wonld  redaoe  Instead  ot  iniaearing  the  fees. 
He  thou^t  it  was  the  dnty  of  Ocmgreas,  as  it 
was  the  intereat<rf  the  ooanbT,  to  promote,  and 
not  to  disoonrage^  ti>e  Inventive  ganlns  of  uioao 
who  devote  tbeir  talents,  ingennity,  and  time, 
in  prosecuting  discoveries  in  the  useful  arts,  for 
the  benefit  of  the  ooantry.  It  was  well  known 
(8^dUr.D.)tbst  many  of  those  whoappliedibr 
patents  had  exhausted  all  their  little  means  in 
perfecting  tbur  discoveries  and  renderi^  them 
serviceable  to  the  ooantry ;  and  if  diffcnltiea 
were  thrown  in  the  way  (d!  taking  out  patents, 
their  inventiona  ooold  not  be  tested,  and  their 
utility  lost  both  to  the  inventor  and  the  oonnr 
trj.  He  was  oppoaed  to  that  feature  io  the 
amendment  which  proposed  to  raise  the  flees  <hi 
fordgn  patentees  to  two  hnndred  dollan ;  b»- 
canse  if  It  be  admitted  that  the.  patents  are  of 
importance  to  the  country,  as  he  believed  alt 
wonld  admit,  then  he  thonght  that  all  should 
be  plaoed  on  the  same  footing. 

Hr.  Hatsx  said,  at  an  early  period  of  the 
aeeaion,  a  oommunioatioti  was  received  by  the 
oommittee  fh>m  the  Secretary  of  State,  covering 
a  report  from  the  Soperintendent  of  the  Patent 
OfBce,  reoommending  what  on^ht  to  be  done 
for  the  better  regnlaHonof  tbeinstitotioo;  and 


patents  can  be  obtaiuecL  in  oonsequenoe  of  whicb 
the  office  was  crowdea  with  a  nnmber  of  nse- 
lesa  inventions,  of  no  earthly  nse  to  the  pat- 
witeea  <x  the  pnblio.  The  oommittecL  aflw  the 
examinatioa  of  the  enbjeot,  with  socb  lights  aa 
were  presented  to  them,  thonght  it  wonld  be 
better  l^  rairing  the  price  of  patents,  to  restrict 
the  inning  of  them  in  snch  numbers,  rather 
than  throw  open  the  doors  so  widely  as  hither- 
to, for  the  admission  into  the  office  of  nselen 
lomber,  by  which  the  habeas  of  the  office  was 
increased,  and  the  commnnitr  at  large,  in  a 
great  many  instances,  Imposea  on.  In  rising 
the  price  u*  a  patent  from  thirty  dollars  to  sev- 
enty dollars,  the  oommittee  were  of  opinion 
that  no  nsefol  invention  would  be  prevented 
from  being  known ;  thongh  be  thonght  there 
ooold  be  no  donbt  that  tiie  inoreaae  of  price 
would  have  a  salntary  effect  in  preventing  ap- 
pUcaUoos  fivm  ignorant  or  unworthy  persons. 
With  r^iard  to  £at  branch  of  the  amendment 


the  oommittee  had  been  soljeeted  to  mach 
trouble  fbr  several  years  past,  in  oMueqoence 
of  wpUoatioDS  from  that  olaai  ttf  persons  who 
ooula  not  obtain  patenta  under  the  exis^g 
laws.  He  thonght  it  mnch  better  to  estsbliEh, 
a  general  principle  by  law,  for  granting  patents 
to  foreigners,  than  to  legislate,  as  heretofore, 
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for  each  iDdiTidnRl  caae,  after  sabjecting  the 
oommittee  to  the  Isbon  of  an  investigation  tind 
report.  To  the  geDtlemen  from  New  Jereejr, 
he  would  reply  that  there  could  be  no  diffionlt; 
in  the  waj  of  the  niperintendent's  asoeitainiDg 
the  laws  of  other  ooantries  In  relation  to  pat- 
eats,  80  as  to  grant  tliem  to  oitizeos  of  ooantriee 
which  did  notezolnde  onn  from  like  privileges; 
the  DBages  of  foreign  oonntries  nnder  their  pat- 
ent laws  were  not  neceaBwy,  A  difference 
ought  to  be  made  between  onr  own  citizens 
and  foreigners ;  and  the  committee,  in  establish- 
ing the  difference,  had  tnmed  their  eyea  taw- 
uOb  England  and  France,  and  had  ascertained 
that  the  fees  paid  in  those  ooantriea  were 
higher  than  any  proposed  to  be  fixed  bj  the 
biU.  , 

Hi.  Houcu  observid,  that  it  seemed  to  him, 


K  Offiee. 


[Ano^im. 


duties  of  the  Patent  Office,  were  rather- 1 
cenory,  when  viewed  in  oonnootion  with  the 
other  amendments  propoeed  by  the  committee 
on  the  Judiciary.  By  these  amendments,  it 
was  proposed  to  increase  the  fees  for  obtaining 
patents ;  and  the  reaaons  agnsned  for  this  in- 
orease  of  fees,  were  to  exdnde  the  immense 
nnmber  of  ns^eas  inveDticns  which  were  daily 

t resented  at  the  Patent  Office.  It  appeared  to 
im  (Mr.  H.)  that,  if  the  reasoning  of  the  com- 
mittee were  correct,  a  diminaticn  of  clerical 
duties  in  the  office  mnat  follow  as  so  inevitable 
oonseqneaoe.  He  thoa^t  we  got  sIook  very 
well  nnder  our  present  law,  and  was  icdiDed  to 
believe  that  the  amendments  wonld,  instead  of 
removing  evils,  be  productive  of  many.  The 
iDcreaaiDg  of  fee,  he  did  not  believe,  would  aiit 
oat  the  nseM  from  the  useless  inventions. 
They  depended  upon  erperiment,  and  the  val- 
oable  are  as  liable  to  be  ezolnded  as  the  worth- 
lees.  He  would  mention  the  invention  of  the 
cotton  nn,  the  nail-casting  machine,  and  pro- 
pelling boats  by  steam,  any  one  of  which  was 
of  more  advantage  to  the  nation  than  wonld 
oonnt«rbalance  ell  the  evils  intended  to  be  re- 
moved by  the  amendments ;  yet  all  might  have 
Deen  lost  to  the  conotry  nnder  these  amend- 
ments. With  respect  to  the  olaose  relating  to 
foreignen,  he  thought  it  in  some  measnre  a 
proper  one.  The  oonimitlee  bad  to  enocnnter  a 
great  deal  of  lalwr  in  presenting  their  petition^ 
examining  their  claims,  and  their  bills,  and 
vast  expense  was  iuoorred  by  the  country  ;  bnt 
(as  we  understood  him)  the  fees  exacted  from 
them  were  too  higb.  He  thought  that,  iDstead 
of  two  hundred  doUara,  the  fee  might  aafely  be 
lednced  to  one  hundred  dollars. 

Mr.  MoEm.IT  said,  that  great  nnaaimi^ 
had  prevailed  in  the  committee  with  regard  to 
the  amouiit  of  the  fees  to  be  charged  for  pat- 
ents. On  that  Butyeot  there  had  been  no  mffi- 
oulty.  The  great  difficulty  had  been  so  to 
frame  the  law  as  to  prevent  the  issuing  of  pat- 
ents for  oselees  inventions.  It  hod  been  at 
length  settled  that  the  increasing  of  the  tbea 
would  have  the  e&ot  of  leeeeidng  the  oamber 


of  patents.  The  committee  had  had  anotber 
object  in  view;  and  thiswas  toinoreasethere- 
sponsibUitT  of  the  officers  charged  with  the  nun- 
■getnent  of  the  business  ;  for  it  had  be^  loaii 
that  many  patents  had  ismed  where  the  Imi 
had  not.boen  accounted  for ;  and  It  ww  to  pro- 
vide agunst  this  that  the  first  section  bad  li«ta 
framed^  Mr.  McK.  thought  there  was  no  dan- 
ger of  any  useful  iuveutions  being  exolnded  fraa 
the  public  noUce  in  oonsequenco  of  the  ineretst 
of  fees  to  seventy  dollars;  that  sum  wu  Iw 
small  to  prevent  any  one  from  tcJdng  cnt  a 
patent  for  any  invention  of  sufficient  iinpor 
tance  to  promise  him  any  remnneratica  tor  hit 
skill  and  labor.  With  r^;ard  to  the  propocd 
charge  of  two  hundred  dollars  for  a  patent  to 
aforeimer,  he  thought  with  the  gentlemufroi 
South  OaroUoa,  that  some  distinotion  oaghi  to 
be  made  between  citizena  and  strangers,  snd 
that  settling  some  definite  principle  on  vhidi 
they  mifdit  be  admitted  to  the  pnvilegn  of  our 
Patent  Office,  would  be  preferable  to  letvisj 


from  New  Jersey  (Mr,  Dioerbsok)  had  aotgire* 
the  subject  that  reflection  to  which  its  lD■[x>^ 
tance  en  titled  it-  Hewasofopinionthatwvm?- 
five  dollarH,  the  sum  to  which  the  fbce  «tfe 
proposed  to  be  increased,  would  not  pr«Teiit 
the  inventors  of  what  are  really  nsenl  from 
obt^oing  a  patent;  beoaose  they  will  iliijt 
be  able  to  purchase  a  patent  if  the  inveotios 
be  valuable.  Bnt  the  people  of  this  oituiii? 
had  been  frequently  imposed  oQ  by  tlar 
Eastern  brethreu,  who  travel  over  the  oooniry 
with  their  patented  notions,  which  ihey  sell  to 
the  honest  and  ouscapecting  farmers.  Wlia 
they  had  not  money,  the  patentees  would  difiM 
of  their  notions  for  notes  or  obligadous:bai,  be- 
fore the  note  or  obligation  becomes  dec,  tin 
imposition  is  found  ont — payment  is  rcAiwd 
— suit  is  entered,  and  the  indnstrions  brmerii 
dragged  at  a  great  expense  and  iucoavsnicoM 
from  his  business  to  the  Federal  court  H* 
had  seen  many  such  eases  himsplf  He  IDAS' 
tioned  a  patent  for  distilliug  by  steam,  iti 
another  for  a  "  bulkhead,"  that  were  old  lad  ot- 
teriy  uselesa,  though  they  were  eol^  and  tlw 
purchaser  brought  a  great  distance  to  the  Fed- 
eral court  to  ddend  himself  against  the  impoo- 
He  did  not  supptwo  that  the  great  dis- 
. .  .  rers  of  the  cotton  gin,  the  steaiubcat,  Ae^ 
could  have  been  lost  frwn  the  fee  bring  raiarf 
to  seventy-five  dollars.  But  when  the  b*  n 
only  twenty  or  thirty  dollars,  every  triffisg 
noUon  is  pat«nt«d,  to  the  iqjurr  of  the  jwop^ 
and  the  patentee  not  frequently.  He  oid  not 
think  that  onr  countrymen  required  mneli  )«pi 
encouragement  to  stimulate  the  spirit  of  >■■>- 
provement.  Let  any  one  go  into  the  Pilent 
Office,  and  he  will  find  that  the  ^iiit '»  ^ 
'eiy  sluggish.  It  was  prudent,  to  ba  snr^  Ml 
M  damp  it  by  imposiug  an  enormous  tts.  Ai 
it  related  to  the  tax  on  foreign  jtateutee^  ^' 
committee  were  influenced  in  placing  it  at  no 
hundred  dtUIais  from  having  ondentood  tut 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  CONGRESa 


Arm,  1S80.}  Hu  Pm 

thst  fee  wu  smaller  than  what  ia  reqaired  by 
the  Uw9  of  foreign  natioDS.  In  reply  to  the 
idei  advuiced  by  the  SenBtor  from  Mune  (Ur. 
Houm)  tfa&t  die  inoreuie  of  feea  would  de- 
ereue  the  daty  of  the  office,  and  conseqaen^ 
BO  Itz  remove  the  neoesaity  for  clerks,  Mr.  R. 
reminded  the  gentleman  from  Mdne,  that  if  his 
reaaoning  were  correct  stll!  tbe  duties  of  the 
office  have  more  than  doabled,  and  henoe  the 
oeceasitf  for  the  additional  clerks  provided  for 
by  tbe  bilL  He  bod  anderstood  that  tbe  reve- 
nue derived  from  the  office  would  support  theee 
clerks,  and  still  leave  m  snrploe  to  go  into  tbe 
IVeasoty.  Onleaa  as  a  genial  measure,  Vr.  B. 
had  no  paitieolar  oonoera  fbr  this  office ;  bnt 
u  it  was  necessary  and  important  to  the  ooon- 
try,  be  thought  that  tbe  arrangement  and  pro- 
Ti»oiis  of  the  bill  woold  have  a  salutary  ten- 
dency, 

Ur.  DioKKBOOjT  observed,  it  was  true,  as 
■tated  by  the  genUeman  from  Eentnoky,  that 
be  was  not  mnoh  acquainted  with  the  snbjeot. 
He  did  not  before  know  that  a  biil  of  that  na- 
tare  had  been  before  the  Senate.  His  opinion 
itill  was,  and  he  ti)onght  that  a  little  reflection 
would  bring  the  gentleman  from  Eentacky  to 
the  same  oonclosion,  that  there  was  no  neoes- 
rity  of  iois'eanng  tie  feea  for  patents.  Any 
btcrease  of  fees  oonU  only  be  made  for  one  or 
two  objects — for  purposes  of  revenue,  or  for 
the  sake  of  diminishing  the  number  of  patents. 
Now,  ^though  he  was  perfectly  willing  to  in- 
crease the  namber  of  clerks  in  the  Patent 
Office,  he  never  wished  to  see  any  revenue  de- 
rived from  it ;  aud  as  to  the  idea  of  diminish- 
ing  the  isBoe  of  patents,  he  oould  not  see  bow 
tiie  increasing  of  the  fees  ooold  possibly  have 
that  effect.  Those  who  gave  thetr  time  to  the 
invention  and  improvement  of  machinery, 
could,  either  through  the  instrunentality  of 
friends,  or  on  tbe  credit  of  a  useful  iuvendon, 
rsise  money  enough  to  pay  for  the  patent ;  and 
those  whose  inventions  were  not  useful,  would 
he  most  apt,  throngb  want  of  skill,  to  set  a 
high  value  on  them;  and  procure,  by  some 
means  or  other,  the  price  of  a  patent.  Bat  the 
gentleman  from  Kentucky  talked  of  the  num- 
ber  of  Eastem  notions,  by  means  of  which  the 
people  of  his  State  had  been  defranded.  Now 
Mr.  D.  woold  only  observe,  that  notions  were 
not  peculiar  to  tbe  people  of  the  East— they 
were  to  be  fonnd  everywhere — as  well  in  the 
Kortb,  South,  and  West,  as  in  the  East ;  and 
those  who  did  not  like  Eastem  notions,  might 
taro  the  tables  on  them.  Ur.  B.  would  have 
no  objection  to  any  reasonable  plan  for  dimiu' 
tsbing  the  nnmber  of  patents  issuing  from  the 
Patent  Office,  for  he  believed  aa  mnch  folly 
was  ooUeeted  there  aa  ever  was  collected  to- 
Ketber  in  any  one  place  in  the  world ;  bnt  he 
did  not  believe  that  any  increase  of  fees  would 
remedy  the  evil ;  it  would  only  have  the  effect 
of  layini  a  tax  on  genius,  without  producing 
any  Kood.  With  regard  to  that  part  of  the  bill 
whi^  chargea  two  hondred  dollars  for  the  pat- 
eat  to  for«gners,  he  was  (^poeed  U>  it,  and 
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moved  to  strike  out  "two  hundred,"  and  insert 
fifty  dollars. 

Hr.  FoasTTH  said  that  he  thought  the  pro- 
vision resepoting  foreigners  a  very  fair  one — it 
was  one  of  perfect  reciprocity.  He  would  sug- 
gest one  idea  to  the  chairman  of  tbe  committee 
Uiat  presented  the  amendment  relating  to  the 
admission  of  foreigners  to  the  benefits  of  the 
patent  law — it  is  this  r  when  patents  are  grant- 
ed under  the  existing  laws,  the  patentees  have 
tbe  exclnsive  right  to  dispose  of  their  rights, 
and,  when  they  are  sold,  it  is  in  onr  own  coun- 
try ;  bnt  the  privilege  to  foreigners,  by  tbe 
provisions  of  tbe  bill,  are  such,  tBat  if  they  do 
not  choose  to  sell  in  this  oountiT,  we  are  de- 
prived of  the  advantage  of  using  them  for  four- 
teen years,  while  their  own  country  may  be  en- 
joying the  use  of  them.  All  know  the  Jealousy 
that  exists  in  other  conntries  in  relation  to  this 
snbject,  and  the  fear  that  we  should  become 
aoqntunted  with  tbe  principles  of  their  in- 
ventions. 

U.T.  E&nra  observed,  that,  as  far  as  the  com- 
mittee had  been  able  to  ascertiun,  the  regola- 
tiona,  or  nearly  nmilar,  which  prevuled  nere 
in  relation  to  patent  laws,  prevailed  in  Europe. 
There  was  no  posaibili^  of  regulating,  by  law, 
the  sale  of  patented  inventions ;  bnt  he  be- 
lieved if  any  foreigner  took  out  a  patent  and 
refused  to  selL  be  would  incur  a  forieitnre.  A 
provirion  might  be  inserted  in  the  bill,  that  the 
foreign  patentee  must  sell ;  but  he  most  also  be 
allowed  to  fix  his  price.  That  diffionlty  was 
inseparable  from  the  subject.  It  appeared  to 
him,  (Hr.  H.,)  that  the  only  security  to  be  bad, 
was  in  that  strong  sense  of  interest  which 
would  induce  every  man  to  sell  out  his  inven- 
tion q>eedily,  for  the  purpose  of  realizing  the 
expected  profit 

Mr.  OtumaBs,  in  reply  to  the  observations 
of  the  gentleman  from  Georgia,  said,  that  if 
the  citizen  or  subject  of  a  forei^  power  were 
to  obtain  a  patent  in  this  country  for  an  inven- 
tion, in  order  to  restrict  its  use  to  his  own 
country,  an  American  citizen  might  use  it,  sub- 
ject to  an  action  for  damages  in  a  oonrt  of  law; 
and  if  a  foreigner  were  to  come  here  to  obtain 
a  patent  for  the  purpose  of  prohibiting  for 
using  it,  he  waa  of  opinion  that  a  court  of  Jus- 
tice woidd  not  award  mnch  damages  for  a  vio- 
lation of  the  law,  when,  in  the  comitry  in 
wbidi  the  patent  was  used,  snob  violation  did 
not  interfere  with  its  sale.  Mr.  0.  was  of 
opinion  that  every  dollar  derived  ftom  the  rev- 
enue of  the  Patent  Office  should  be  expended 
for  the  enoonragemeut  of  the  nsefnl  arts;  or, 
in  other  words,  that  there  should  not  be  a  dol- 
lar drawn  from  the  proceeds  of  the  office,  afler 
Saying  its  expenses,  to  go  into  the  TTnited 
tstes  Treasury.  He  was,  therefore,  opposed 
to  the  increase  of  patent  fee,  proposed  by  the 
bllL  With  re^Mct  to  the  provision  for  admit- 
ting foreigners  to  the  benefits  of  the  patent 
law.  he  approved  of  it.  He  believed  that,  ao- 
cording  to  the  present  mode  of  passing  special 
bills  for  that  purpose,  tbe  cost  to  the  Qovem- 
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ment,  in  every  instance,  exceeded  two  hondred 
dollar^  and  ihe  troable  and  expense  to  the  in- 
dividual were  also  great  and  perplexing.  He 
mentioned  one  case,  where  a  gentleman  h»d 
been  a  whole  year  waiting  on  Congresa,  to  ob- 
tain a  patent  right  for  a  nseful  ana  important 
invention.  Yet,  from  the  mnltiplicity  of  bnsi- 
neas  before  them,  the  bill  could  not  be  acted 
on;  and  the  applicant,  aiter  having  sabjected 
himself  to  great  expense  and  loss  m  time,  was 
obliged  to  abaodon  bis  object  until  another 

Ur.  Rowan  obeerved,  that,  if  the  gentleman 
from  New  Jersey  had  bestowed  any  examioa- 
tjon  on  the  subject,  be  would,  with  bis  nsoal 
reflection,  have  seen  the  difflonlties  attendant 
upon  permitting  individaaU  to  monopoliie  the 
sale  of  articles  belonnng  to  the  common  con- 
cerns of  life,  nnder  the  pretence  of  taking  out 
a  patent  for  tbam.  His  constitnenta  were  ao 
simple  aa  tfl  believe  that  when  any  thing  ema- 
nated from  Washington,  and  having  the  sanc- 
tion of  high  official  authority,  it  established  an 
nndonbtfld  right  to  tiie  article  speoifled.  They, 
moreoTer,  hsd  such  a  horror  of  being  dragged 
before  the  Federal  coorta,  that  they  were  too 
apt  to  give  np,  and  snffer  themselves  to  be  de- 
frauded, dther  br  paying  the  whole,  or  by  a 
compromise.  Did  not  the  gentlenlan  see  the 
evils  resulting  from  indiviauals  claiming  the 
eicloaiye  right  to  articles  fonned  from  the  dic- 
tates of  common  sense,  and  of  common  and 
daily  nse  f  There  was  nothing  that  the  East- 
em  patent  venders  had  not  t^en  out  patents 
for— from  washing-machines  to  millioery ;  (he 
did  not  mean  the  fig-lea^  bat  improvements  in 
the  mode  of  catting  female  dresses ;)  the  bak- 
ing of  bread,  (he  apprehended  bread  was  osed 
before  the  old  people  left  the  garden ;)  nothiog 
had  escaped  them.  With  respect  to  the  gen- 
tleman's argnments  that  the  increase  of  fees 
woald  not  diminish  the  number  of  patents,  it 
might  apply  to  marriages,  thoagh  not  to  pat- 
ents :  for  he  believed  those  who  married  were 
not  tempted  into  matrimony  by  the  lowness  of 
the  fees,  nor  would  those  inclined  to  celibacy 
be  kept  ont  of  it  solely  by  any  h^h  fees  that 
might  be  imposed.  Let  na,  said  Mr.  B.,  ofier 
somoient  encouragement  to  the  obt^ing  of 
patents — but  let  na  not  believe  that  no  imposi- 
tions are  practised,  and,  in  consequence,  refrain 
from  imposing  sach  restraints  as  will,  in  some 
d^ree,  nave  the  effect  of  preventing  them. 

Mr.  NoBLi  said,  as  to  the  marriage  fees 
ailnded  to  by  the  Senator  from  Eentuoky,  (Mr. 
SowAir^he  thongbt  they  did  not  snit  his  par- 
pose.  He  was  astonished  tjiat  there  was  not 
another  dense  introdnced  in  the  bill,  making 
TETOvisioQ  for  taking  out  patents  for  reform. 
These  were  to  have  been  the  days  of  regenera- 
tion, bnt  he  believed  they  were  the  days  of  de- 
generation. This  Seoretarj  of  Bl&te  of  our« 
wants  fOQT  thonsand  five  hundred  dollars  fbr 
the  Fateat  Office — two  more  clerks  under  his 
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believe  him  small  enongli  to  go  into  one  of  the 
rat-traps  there.  He  sud  he  would  rote  sgunat 
the  bill  and  amendmoit ;  instead  of  inenaaiiig 
the  tax  to  seventy-five  dollars,  he  would  pref^ 
reducing  the  present  tax  at  least  one-hall  Aa 
regards  the  foreigners,  he  would  act  oa  that  if 
it  were  important ;  bat  oa  to  the  fonr  thousand 
five  hundred  dollars  which  were  to  be  givvi  for 
these  changes,  he  bad  no  idea  of  it. 

Mr.  Hatkx  had  only  one  word  to  si^.  He 
would  hare  been  madi  better  satisfied  if  the 
Kentleman  from  New  Jersey  (Ur.  Ihoxxaaos) 
had  not  made  his  motion,  particolarly  as  that 
gentleman  had  expressed  himself  aa  opposed  to 
Uie  admiseion  of  foreigners  to  the  privileges  <k 
the  patent  law.  K  he  were  opposed  to  tbem, 
he  ought  not  to  facilitato  the  means  cf  embr*e- 
ing  it,  which  is  the  inevitable  tuideocy  ik  hi* 
amendmeat.  Be  (Ur.  H.)  had  great  oonfidenoe 
in  the  inventive  genins  of  his  oonntrrmen,  and 
was  inclined  to  think  that  we  woold  gain  laore 
than  we  wonld  loee  by  the  provisions  of  the 
bill,    The  four  thousand  fire  hundred  d<dlara 


keep  the  office  in  order,  preeerre  the  t 

UrrbioxiBSOK  said,  that  gentlanen  were 
mistaken  as  t«  his  motires.  He  waa  not  op- 
posed to  granting  patents  to  foreigners,  hot  he 
was  opposed  to  granting  them  as  a  matter  <A 
right  He  wished  the  present  practice  to  om- 
tinne.  and  then  ench  reatrictiona  oonld  be  im- 
posed on  the  issuing  of  a  patent  to  a  tanigaet 
as  the  nature  of  the  case  rei^uired. 

Hr.  FoBsiTH  was  not  satisfied  to  adt^  the 
amendment  propoeed  to  the  bill,  and  wiihed 
brther  time  for  reflection  on  it ;  be  thcrefon 
mored  to  lay  it  on  the  table  till  to-morrow; 
whioh  was  agreed  to. 

Satukdat,  April  S4. 
Bmunal  of  the  Indiatu  to  tA«  )f%tt. 

The  bill  to  proride  for  an  exchange  of  lands 
with  the  Indiana  residing  in  any  of  tbe  Stales 
or  Territories,  and  for  Uieir  remoral  west  of 
the  river  Uiaeisaippi,  waa  resumed  in  Oommit- 
tee  of  the  Whole, 

Ur.  Wmn  oonoluded  his  remaiks  in  rcfily  to 
the  argumenta  of  gentlemen  in  oppomtioo  to 
the  bill ;  and 

Ur,  FanjMostrranr  made  some  obserratiow 
in  explanation  of  some  parts  ot  his  fonoer  re- 
marks, which  he  thought  had  been  mia^>|tf«- 
hended  by  Ur.  Whttb. 

The  question  on  Ur.  F.'s  amendment  was 
divided,  and  flrst  taken  on  adding  to  tbe  hiU 
the  following  proviso : 

Fronted  alteayt.  That  mitil  the  said  tribM  or  na- 
tions nhall  choose  to  lemove,  u  by  this  act  is  ceo- 
tempUted,  they  shall  be  protected  lit  tb^  prcstst 
possessions,  and  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  thdr  rigtiH 
of  tBTiilory  and  eovenuaent,  as  heratoltoie  ei>r- 
otaed  and  e^joyeo,  Horn  all  intaimptiaQS  and  sb- 
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The  [MvviBo  was  rejected. 
The  qoMtioii  wai  th«n  taken  ou  the  other 
poTiM),  which  is  sa  fbllovs : 

A»dpromi»d  alto.  That,  before  uij  remoTil  ihall 
Uke  place  of  uiy  of  the  uid  tiibe*  or  lulloni,  and 
before  tnj  eichvif^  or  exchtmges  of  land  be  made 
u  iToresaid,  the  nghu  of  au;  inch  tribea  or  ua- 
Itoni  in  the  premieea,  ehaU  be  etipulaled  for,  ae- 
cnred,  and  guarantied,  bj  treat;  or  treaties,  ai  here- 
tofore made. 


Ur.  Rlbtos  rose  and  aaid,  he  voted  for  this 
amendment  iu  Committee  of  the  Whole,  and 
ihoold  do  eo  agun,  upon  ite  own  intrinBic  mer- 
ita,  for  it  was  intnnsioally  right  or  wrong, 
vithoat  regard  to  either  the  present  adminis- 
tnljon  or  to  the  pardcolar  qneetimi  in  the 
South,  in  which  Georgia  felt  a  peooliar  inter- 
eat;  fet  both  of  these  latter  qneetions  had  been 
introdnced  into  the  debate  opon  this  amend- 
Some  of  the  friends  of  the  adminlBtration, 
uid  Mr.  B.,  object  to  the  amendment  on  the 
ground  of  ite  being  unnmal,  and  amoimtin^  to 
»  reflection  upon  the  present  administration. 
So  tar  from  that  being  mj  object,  the  amend., 
ment  was  offered  hj  a  supporter  of  the  admin- 
istration, not  aa  a  reflection  on  the  Premdent, 
bat  upon  the  disooverj  of  an  actual  oasa  of 
sach  bribery  of  Indian  chie&,  during  the  last 
iommer,  to  sell  the  lands  of  their  tribe,  and 
after  a  r^ecUon  of  the  atipnlation  for  the 
bribe  in  this  6enat«,  with  a  view  to  prohibit, 
bj  law,  the  use  of  such  means  in  fdture.  We 
do  not  aconse  the  President  of  baring  connte- 
naooed  the  briberj ;  and  it  would  be  a  feather 
in  the  cap  of  this  adminiatration,  to  introdnoe 
the  elevated  and  honorable  principle  of  the 
amendmeat  into  oar  contracts  or  treaties  with 
the  miaerable  remoanta  of  the  once  powerful 
owners  of  the  country,  h;  declaring,  bj  a  law, 
k>  govern  all  onr  public  agenla,  Prerident  and 
Commissioners,  that  neither  force,  nor  fraud, 
lor  direct,  secret  bribery,  shall  be  resorted  to 
n  acquiring  the  lands  of  those  helplcM  people, 
wboae  guardians  we  affect  to  be. 

I  hope  the  mere  cironmstanoe  of  the  last  ad- 
ninistration  taavine  token  the  high  ground  of 
ejecting,  with  disdain,  an  offer  to  use  bribes 
a  such  negotiationa,  will  not  be  snfQcient  rea- 
on  to  reject  the  amendment.  This  sin  cannot 
e  riaitcd  upon  any  partioular  administration. 
Fe  most  be  reapon^ole  as  a  nation  for  its  ex- 
itence  ;  bat  let  us  not  recede  from  the  ground 
iken  by  the  last  administration,  whi^  em- 
hatically  repudiated  the  praotioe.  And  as  to 
le  exciting  Geoisia  qnestion,  it  has  no  proper 
HiDection  with  ^is  bill  or  amendment.  Thu 
ill  ia  to  extingaish  Indian  title  north  of  the 
hio,  in  Indiana,  and  does  not  touch  the  Oeor- 
a  qaeation  at  all ;  and  presents  a  fur  oppor- 


inity  of  putting  down,  by  law,  without  pi^u- 
oe  to  Georgia,  a  practicfl  that  has  bewi  un- 


[SnAiB. 

[ffoperly  revived  under  the  present  administra- 
tioa,  and  we  presume  withont  the  sanction  of 
the  President  Disguise  this  question  as  you 
may,  it  is  subetantiaUy  whether  we  will  sano- 
tion  by  our  votes  the  use  of  secret  bribes  to 
obtain  cessions  of  Indian  lands.  And  I  am 
sorry  the  Senator  irom  Alabama  has  abandoned 
the  amendment  that  wonld  have  done  so  much 
honor  to  the  administration  of  which  he  is  a 
supporter.  This  is  a  Government  of  law,  and 
the  notional  honor  is  concerned  to  prohibit,  by 
law,  all  oar  agents,  whether  they  be  Presidents 
or  sabordinates,  from  continniog  so  imfair  and 
dishonorable  a  practice,  which  we  admit  has 
crept  into  our  n^otiatiooa.  Secret  bribes  to 
ohie&,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the 


of  the  nation,  aad  render  the  contract  void,  if 
the  Indians  had  power  to  assert  their  rights. 

Mr.  SpBiLaux  Uien  moved  to  odd  a  proviso  in 
the  following  words : 

Frotidad  aluayt.  That  until  the  said  tribea  or  na- 
tions shall  choose  to  remove,  as  is  by  this  act  oon- 
tem^ted,  tbey  shall  be  protected  in  tbeir  present 
posaeasions,  and  m  the  etyoyment  of  all  their  rights 
of  territory  and  government,  as  promised  or  guar- 
antied to  them  by  ti«aties  with  the  United  Sutes, 
accOT^ng  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  such 
treatiea. 

The  amendment  was  negatived. 

Ifr.  FsKuxainrrsftH  next  offered  the  follow- 
ing proviso :  ^ 

Prvvidtd  alttayt.  That  nothiug  herein  contained 
shall  be  lo  construed  as  to  anthoriie  the  departure 
from,  or  uourobservaDce  ol^  au;  treaty,  compact, 
agreement,  or  stipuiation  heretofore  entered  mto, 
and  DOW  Bub^Ung,  between  the  United  States  and 
the  Cherokee  Induiu: 

This  amendment  was  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  MoEinlkt,  the  fourth  seo- 
tion  was  amended,  by  adding  thereto  iba  words 
following  1 

And  upon  the  payment  of  such  valuation,  the  im- 
proveineDti  so  valued  and  j^d  lor  shall  pass  to  the 
United  States ;  and  posseamon  ahall  not  afterwards 
be  permitted  to  any  of  the  same  tribe. 

A  verbal  amendment  in  the  fonrth  sec- 
tion, proposed  by  Mr.  Sfbaoux,  having  t>een 
agreed  to, 

Mr.  Santoxd  moved  to  odd  the  following 
section: 

And  be  it  fttHker  enaeted.  That  where  the  lands 
hi  any  State  are  held  by  Indians,  and  n>^  lands 
belong  to  the  State,  sulfject  to  the  claim  of  the  In- 
diana, or  the  State  or  its  Roarandes  are  enUtled  to 
Biirchase  the  Indian  tiUe,  the  President  of  the 
nited  States  ma;  gJTe  and  asugn  to  any  snob  In- 
dians aoy  suitable  district  or  portions  of  the  lauds 
described  iu  the  first  section  of  this  act,  when  any 
such  Indians  shall  choose  to  remove  to,  and  reside 
on,  the  western  Unds,  so  as  to  be  assigned  to  theoi. 

.Mr.  WooDBiTBY  moved  to  ,add  thereto  tha 
foUowlsg : 
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I'nmiltd,  That  no  part  of  the  eipenw  of  eitin- 
^uiBhiBg  tbe  titles,  or  pajinK  fbT  the  improTcmeDCa 
of  the  Uods  on  the  r«movd,  or  of  the  flnt  jcbc'b 
reddence  of  the  Indian*,  referred  to  in  tbl«  eection, 
•hall  b«  borne  bj  the  Unhed  SUtse. 

This  was  accepted  b^  Mr.  Suttobd,  u  & 
modiflcatioa  of  nia  motdon;  and  the  amend- 
ment Taa  then  re<ect«d. 

On  motion  hj  Mr.  Forstth,  the  second  seo- 
tion  was  amended,  b;  adding  thereto  the  fol- 

Wh«n  the  land  clauned  and  ocouided  bj  the  In- 
i\txie  1*  owned  b;  the  United  BCates,  or  tbe  United 
States  are  bound  to  tbe  SUle  within  which  it  Ilea, 
to  eitingiiiah  the  Indiaik  claim  thereto. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Whits,  the  blank  in  the 
eighth  section  waa  filled  with  five  hondred 
thoosuid  dolloTB,  and  the  Inll  reported  to  tbe 
Senate  with  the  amertdmenta ;  which,  having 
been  concarred  in, 

Ur.  FsBuiianumH  moved  farther  to  amend 
the  bill,  bj  adding  tbe  following  proviso; 
which  was  reacted : 

Prondtd,  That  before  any  exchange  or  remOTal 
■hall  talce  place,  the  President  of  the  United  States 
ihaU  nominate,  and,  by  and  with  the  adrice  and 
consent  of  tbe  Senate,  appoint,  three  suitAfale  per. 
tons,  tad  by  them  canse  the  country  to  which  it  is 
proposed  to  remove  the  Indians  to  be  fully  ei- 
plored,  and  a  report  made  to  tbe  President,  and  bj 
bim  to  CongroM,  of  ^e  extent  of  good  and  arable 
lands  that  can  be  obtained,  And  of  the  proporUon 
of  woodland  in  such  count^,  and  of  its  adaptaUon 
to  the  objects  of  this  bill,  and  to  the  wants  and  hab- 
its of  the  Indian  nations. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
fbr  a  third  rending,  by  reas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows; 

Tua.— Mewrs.  Adams,  Barnard,  Benton,  Bibb, 
Brown,  Dlclferaon,  Dudley,  EUis,  Forsyth,  Onindy, 
Hayne,  Hendrloks,  Iredell,  Johnston,  Kane,  King, 
Udngitoii,  HcEinley,  HcLean,  Noble,  Rowan,  San- 
ford,  Smith  of  South  Carolina,  Taieweil,  Troup, 
Tyler,  White,  Woodbury— Bg. 

Natb. — Uessn.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chambers, 
Chase,  Clayton,  Foot,  Frellnehuysen,  Holmes, 
Knight,  Harks,  Maudain,  Bobblas,  Ragglea,  Sey- 
mour, Slsbee,  8pngae,  Webster,  Willey— IS. 

The  Senate  then  a^onmed. 

UoHDAT,  April  S6. 
Tmpeaehmmt  <(f  Judge  Peek, 

Uesars.  Bcoiuitax  and  Stobbb,  members  of 
the  House  of  RepresentattvoB,  vrith  a  message 
fh>m  that  House,  were  announced ;  and,  having 
taken  the  seats  assigned  them. 

The  Peesidbst  infbnned  them  that  tbe  Ben- 
ate  waa  ready  to  receive  any  commonioation 
tbey  might  have  to  make. 

Hr.  BrosAtTAN  then  roee  and  said :  We  are 
oommanded,  in  the  name  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatdvea,  and  of  all  the  people  of  the 
United    States,  to  impeach  James  H.  Peek, 


Jndge  of  the  District  Court  of  IGseouri,  ^ 
high  misdemeanors  in  office ;  and  to  aeqtuint 
the  Senate  that  the  Honse  of  RepreeeDlaticei 
will,  in  due  time,  exhibit  particular  articles  of 
impeachment  agtunst  him,  and  make  good  tbt 
same ;  and  we  do  demand  that  the  Beute  tikt 
order  for  the  af)pearanoe  of  the  said  Jamts  E 
Peck,  to  answer  to  s^d  impeachment. 

Messrs.  Buoaur  ak  and  &toki«  having  retired, 

Mr.  Tazewell  rose  and  said,  that  in  tooking 
over  similar  oaaea,  for  the  pnrpose  of  ascertvu- 
ing  what  would  be  the  proper  conree  of  pro- 
ceeding, be  discovered  uiat  messages,  Eimilii 
in  moat  particnlars  \a  tbe  one  Jnst  receice^ 
had  been  presented  to  the  Senate  in  thm 
oases.  The  first  was  the  case  of  John  BJoniit, 
one  of  the  membera  of  this  body ;  the  neil 
was  that  of  John  Pickering,  Jndge  of  the  D>^ 
trict  Court  of  New  Hampdiire ;  and  the  tMrd 
was  that  of  Jndge  Chase.  Upon  each  of  IbcH 
cases  there  seemed  to  have  been  some  aniiow 
oonuderation,  in  order  to  adopt  the  count 
most  proper  to  be  porsned.  Ur.  T.  wonid  Kate 
in  what  the  proceedings  in  these  cases  diSeieiL 
The  case  of  Mr.  Blonst  being  the  first  of  th 
kind  that  had  ever  occurred,  presented  w 
anomalons  a  practice  that  it  never  eotild  be  )*■ 
ferred  to  as  a  precedent.  The  other  t«o 
were  consistent  with  the  general  priaciplts  of 
law  and  jQstioe.  From  tliese  it  seems  thit  it 
had  been  settled,  that,  when  the  Honse  of  R^- 
resenlatives  informed  the  Senate  that  the; 
were  about  to  present  articles  of  impeachmoii, 
a  Select  Committee  was  appointed  to  take  tb 
subject  into  ctmnderation,  and  report  whil 
measoree  were  proper  to  be  taken.  He  would 
read,  for  the  information  of  tbe  Senate,  tbe 
cases  aa  they  ooonrred. 

[Mr.  T.  then  read  from  the  Senate  Jonniil « 
foUows;] 

X  In  the  Senate  of  the  United  SUtes,  Vinb  U. 
1808. 

"  A  mesaage  was  received  from  the  Hoot  " 
Rapresentatives,  by  Messrs  Nicholson  and  BuuhiM, 
two  of  the  members  of  said  Honse,  in  the  wotdi  *■' 

"  Mr.  Preddent,  we  are  commanded  in  (he  um 
of  the  Hoase  of  Kepresentatives,  and  of  all  tbe  |i»- 

Sie  of  the  United  States,  to  impeach  John  Bekaiift 
udge  of  the  IHstriet  Conrt  of  the  district  of  ^t■ 
Hampshire,  of  high  erimee  and  misdemeuwiMM 
to  acquaint  the  Senate  that  tbe  House  of  Bei*(«n' 
atives  will,b  doe  time, exhibit  partictdarvtidMOt 
impeachment  against  hJm,  and  make  good  t^f***!^ 
"  We  are  fbrthar  commanded  10  demaad  tb*i  IH 

Senate  lake  order  for  the  appearance  dmm* 
John  Pickering,  to  answer  to  the  Mid  mptsA- 


impeachment  of  John  Rckeriog,  Jndge  of  sft*"* 
Court,  be  teierred  to  Hears.  Tracy,  cajstt*  •*> 
Nicholas,  to  connder  and  report  tbereoo. 

In  the  case  of  Jndge  Chase,  the  arfid»  |^ 
impeachment  were  presented  at  the  bar  «  »• 
Senate  by  Mcmtb.  Randdph,  Bodney,  fticb«' 
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nn,  Ettrley,  Netsoii,  and  0«o.  W.  Campbell, 
monigeia  on  the  part  of  the  Eohm  of  Bepre- 
NQtatiTes.  [Mr.  Tazxitkll  here  read  the  pro- 
cMJinga,  ftam  whioh  it  appeared  that  the  Sen- 
ate had  previoiuilr  dedded  what  fbnni  abonld 
be  obserred  in  receiving  the  ardoles  of  im- 
peachment, and  that  the  managers,  on  appear- 
ing at  the  bar  of  the  Senate,  were  prepared 
irith  and  presented  the  artdcles.] 

Tbe  oaae  of  Blonnt  was  not  ezaotif  similar 
to  either  of  the  cases  he  had  dt«d.  Thia  was 
in  the  jear  1T97.  [Mr.  T.  then  read  the  pro- 
ceedings of  tlud  case.]  The  idea,  said  Mr.  T., 
of  calling  npon  an  individual  to  enter  into  a 
rect^nizanee  to  qipear  at  no  named  time,  at  no 

K'  'en  place,  and  bo  answer  to  charges  the  Lord 
ew  what,  (for  no  artioles  of  impeachment 
hod  been  made  out,)  was  so  manifestlj  con- 
trary to  justice,  that  the  Senate  itself  seemed 
to  have  abandoiked  it,  for  the  accnsed  did  not 
^pear,  end  no  ftirllier  proceedings  were  had, 
ontil  the  next  seidon  or  Gongrees.  Under  all 
the  drcomstancea,  Mr.  T.  took  it  for  granted 
that  Bloimt's  case  would  not  be  considered  ob 
a  fit  precedent,  bnt  that  the  proceedings  in  the 
cases  of  Pickering  and  Obase  wonld  be  resort- 
ed to ;  and  lie  therefore  moved  Ibat  tbe  mes- 
sage of  the  HoQse  of  Bepreaentatiyes  be  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Oonunittoe,  to  consist  of 
three' Senators,  to  oonrider  and  report  thereon. 
Mr.  Tazbwbll's  motion  having  been  carried, 
Mr.  Bbttor  asked  to  be  exonsed  from  voting 
on  the  subject ;  and  the  question  being  token, 
Mr.  B.  was  exonsed. 

The  Senate  then  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a 
committee;  and,  on  oonnting  the  ballots,  it 
appeared  that  Messrs.  Tazkwkll,  Bbix,  and 
Wkbotkb  were  chosen. 


TmsDAT,  April  87. 

Judge  Fed. 

itr,  TuMWMLL,  from  tbe  Select  Committee 

q>pointed  on  the  anhjeot^  made  the  following 

report,  which  was  oonoorred  in  hy  the  8«mate : 

Wberess  the  Hoose  of  Bepresentadvea  on  the 
Sflth  of  tha  present  month,  br  two  of  their  mem- 
t>en,  HesD*.  Booauiui,  and  moais  of  New  Tork, 
at  Che  b«r  of  ibt  Senate,  impeaclied  Jsmea  H.  Peck, 
Judn  of  the  District  Conrt  of  the  United  Stale*  for 
tbe  District  of  XiNonri,  of  high  mlsdemeanon  in 
office,  and  aeqnainted  the  Seoste  tbst  the  Hoose  of 
RepreeeatatiTea  will,  In  doe  time,  eiliibit  particular 
■rticles  of  Impeachment  ag^oat  him,  and  nske  good 
the  eune ;  tod  Ukewiie  dsmanded,  that  the  Senate 

take  order  tor  the  appearance  of  the  lud  James  H. 

Peck,  to  answer  the  asid  impeachment ;  Therefore, 
Jtimlttd,  That  the  Senate  will  Uke  proper  order 

thenon,  of  which  doe  notioe  shall  be  giren  to  tbe 

House  of  BepresenUttvea. 

And  the  committee  ftirther  recommended  to 
the  Senate,  that  the  Seoretary  of  the  Senate  be 
di  rected  to  notify  the  House  of  Bepresentativea 
of  the  foregoing  resolution. 


[Smtu 


TomisD^T,  April  30. 
Pmtitm  Lawt. 

On  motjon  of  Mr.  Foot,  the  bill  from  the 
Honae  of  Bepresentatives  "  declaratory  of  tbe 
several  acts  to  provide  for  certain  persons  en- 
m^  in  tbe  land  and  naval  service  of  tiie 
Dnited  States  in  the  revolutionary  war,"  was 
resumed,  with  the  amendment  of  the  PenMon 
Oommlttee. 

Mr.  Foot  explained  at  laige  the  otfject  of  tbe 
bill  as  it  has  been  proposed  to  be  amended  bf 
tbe  oonmiittee. 

Mr.  Hatux  stid,  this  was  a  bill  similar  in  its 
charaoter  to  that  which  was  brought  forward 
dnring  the  last  session  of  Oongress,  and  which 
was  then  known  by  the  BigniBcant  appellation 
of  the  Mammoth  Pension  bill.  Under  the  spe- 
dons  pretext  of  payiog  a  debt  of  national  grat- 
itude to  the  solaiers  of  the  revolution,  it  waa 
calonlated  to  empty  the  Treasnrj,  by  squander- 
ing away  the  pnblio  treasnre  among  a  class  of 
persons,  many  of  whom,  said  Mr.  H.,  I  do 
verily  believe,  never  served  in  the  revelation 
at  all,  and  others  only  for  euoh  short  peri6ds  as 
hardly  to  entitle  them  to  pruse.  I  will  yield, 
air,  to  no  gentleman  here,  in  a  deep  and  abid- 
ing sense  of  gratitude  for  revolutionary  ser- 
vicoa.  Brought  np  among  revolationary  men, 
I  imbibed  in  my  mfancy,  and  have  oheriabed 
through  life,  a  profonnd  reverence  and  affection 
for  the  whole  race— feelings  which  will  descend 
with  me  to  the  grave. 

Bat,  sir,  when  the  attempt  la  made  to  thmst 
into  tbe  company  of  the  war-worn  veterans 
of  the  ravolatioo,  a  "  mighty  boat,"  many  of 
er  even  saw  an  enemy; 
opened  wide  enough  to 
and  holiday  soldiers,  the 
hangers-on  of  the  camp,  men  of  straw,  aabsti- 
tates,  who  never  enlisted  until  after  the  prelim- 
inaries of  peace  were  signed ;  when,  after  hav- 
ing omitted  to  pay  the  debt  of  gratitude  really 
due  to  the  honest  veterans  who  toiled  through 
all  the  hardships  and  dangers  of  the  great  con- 
test, you  now  propose  to  pve  the  rewards 

mod  by  their  olood,  with  so  profuse  a  hand 

to  enable  alt  who  ever  approached  the  camp 
to  share  them ;  I  mast  be  permitted  to  say, 
that  neither  my  aenae  of  Justice,  nor  my  devo- 
tion to  revolutionary  men,  will  suSer  me  to 
lend  my  ^d  to  the  consummation  of  the  injus- 
tice. Sir,  I  know  that  deep  aa  have  been  tbe 
wounds  inflicted  by  the  chilling  nMlect  experi- 
enced by  many  of  these  gallant  officers  of  the 
army  who  fought  your  battles  throuehout  tiie 
war  of  the  revolntion ;  keenly  aa  tbey  have 
felt  the  iqjnstice  which  delayed,  until  a  recent 
period,  to  satisfy  their  lost  demands,  founded 
upon  contract,  none  of  these  things,  nor  all 
combined,  have  inflicted  so  deep  a  wound  upon 
their  feelings,  as  the  admission,  to  all  the  hon- 
ors and  rewards  of  the  revolution,  of  persons 
who  shared  fbw  of  tbe  hordabips,  and  none  of 
tbe  perils,  of  tbe  war.  He  who  toiled  through 
tbe  betX  of  tbe  day,  has  foimd  tbe  eveuiug 
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fesDt  spread  oat  for  those  whom  h«  koeir  not 
in  the  camp,  or  on.  the  field  of  battle,  and 
whom  he  aeTsr  aw  till  he  found  them  at  the 
festive  board  provided  by  the  gratitude  of  the 
conntry. 

Bit,  I  am  informed,  &t>m  the  highecrt  antiior- 
itjr,  tiiat,  when  the  penHion  bill  of  1818  was 
before  Coivress,  proTiding  for  the  "  nine  months' 
men,"  a  gallant  veteran  of  the  reToIntion,  then 
a  member  of  the  other  House,  wtu<  eo  inctiKnant 
at  its  provisiona,  that  he  declared  he  considered 
the  eoldien  who  bad  eerred  throughout  the 
war  as  dishonored  by  a  law  reowmxiDg,  " 
equals,  the  dase  of  persons  who  womd  com 
onder  that  bill ;  ana  ench,  I  have  reason  to 
lieve,  was  the  general  sense  of  all  inch  i 
throQghont  the  oonntiT'. 

It  has  been  my  pride  and  pleaeore,  on 
proper  occasions,  to  manifest  my  gratitude  for 
the  heroes  of  tbe  revolntion,  not  merely  by 
tvofessioDB,  bnt  by  the  most  nneqnivocal  sots. 
Here  and  elsewhere,  my  efibrle  have  sot  been 
wanting  to  manliest  the  sentiments  by  which  I 
am  animated.  But,  in  reftisinir  to  support  such 
a  bill  as  this,  I  am  oonscions  I  am  only  doing 
that  of  which  the  veterans  of  the  revolutiou 
themselves,  if  they  were  here  present,  would 
oordislly  approve.  In  doing  jastioe  to  the 
oonntry,  I  am  also  doing  Justice  to  them. 

Id  the  fiirther  examination  of  this  enbjeot,  I 
propose,  said  Ur.  E.,  to  take  a  brief  review  of 
the  penuon  system  in  this  conntry,  and  to 
point  out  the  new,  eitravagant,  and  alarming 

eovisions  which  it  is  propMed,  by  this  act,  to 
troduoe  into  that  system. 
The  people  of  the  United  States,  even  before 
the  revolution,  had  Imbibed  a  deep-rooted  and 
.settled  opporition  to  the  system  of  peouoas. 
In  the  country  from  which  they  had  emi- 

gated,  they  found  it  cmeratiog  as  a  syst«m  of 
Toritism,  by  which  those  in  authority  made 
SirovisioD,  at  the  public  expense,  for  their 
riends  and  followers.  In  Great  Britain,  pen- 
sions have  long  been  nsed  as  the  reedy  means 
of  providing  for  the  "favored  few,"  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  many.  This  system  affords  the 
most  convenient  means  of  appropriating  the 
industry  and  capital  of  the  laboring  classes,  for 
the  support  of  those  drones  in  society,  the 
^''frugtt  wtti  eoiumn«re,"  who  occupy  so  large 
a  space  in  all  re&ned,  civilized,  and  Christian 
countries.  Onr  anc«itors  had  seen,  and  se- 
vwely  felt,  the  effects  of  such  a  system,  which 
neceesarily  converts  the  great  mass  of  the  peo- 
ple into  the  "  hewers  of  wood  and  drawers  of 
water "  (br  the  privileged  orders  of  society. 
When  oar  revolution  commenced,  tiierefore,  a 
deep,  settled,  and  salutary  prejudice  against 
pensions  ahnost  universally  prevailed.  On  the 
reoommendatioD  of  General  Washington,  how- 
ever, Oongresfl  had  found  it  necessary  to  pro- 
vide that  the  officers  of  the  regular  army  who 
should  oontinae  to  serve  to  the  end  of  the  war, 
ahonld  be  entitied  "to  half  pay  fbr  life."  So 
strong,  however,  was  the  pr^ndice  against 
pennons,  that  the  officers  entitied  "to  half  p^ 
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for  life,"  found  it  neoessary  so  &r  to  yield  to 
public  opinion  as  to  aooept  of  a  "  eimmitit*- 
tion,"  in  lien  thereof,  of  five  years'  full  pay,  a 
debt  which  was  not  finally  dtsohaiged,  accord- 
ing to  the  bue  spirit  of  the  oomtract,  nntil 
aboat  two  years  a^ 

In  1806,  provision  was  made  by  law  fsr 
pensions  to  m  pemms  disabled  in  toe  military 
service  of  the  United  States  dnring  the  revoln- 
tion; and,  in  1808,  the  United  St«t«a  Msnmed 
the  payment  of  all  the  pendona  granted  t^  the 
States  for  disabiimes  mcorred  m  the  reVoln. 
tion.  And,  from  that  lame  to  1818,  the  princi- 
ple was  Batted,  that  all  penont  disabled  in  the 
course  of  military  service  should  be  [wovided 
for  at  the  publio  expense,  and  the  Unit«d  Statca 


to snch persons,  "whethertheyservedintheland 
or  sea  service  of  the  forces  of  the  TiDited  Statc^ 
or  any  particular  State,  in  the  regnUr  ewpe,  or 
themilitia,orasvolunteieTS."  Eere,tbeii,wasthe 
American  pension  system  eatabliahed  on  a  fut 
and  snre  foundation.  The  principle  aasomed 
was  not  merely  gratitude  for  servioea  rendered ; 
for  that  principle  must  have  embtaoed  civil  as 
well  as  military  penrions,  and  is  broad  coon^ 
to  admit  all  the  abases  that  have  grown  op  nn- 
der  the  pension  system  even  of  Great  Bntun. 
Our  principle  wius,  that  pensioiia  ehoold  be 
granted  for  disabilitiee  inoniTed  in  military  s«r- 
vioe — a  measure  deemed  neoenary  to  bold  oat 
those  induoements  to  gallantry  and  deeds  of 
daring  which  have  been  fomtd  netiueuaij  in  all 
other  conntriee,  and  which  we  have,  periiapa, 
no  ripht  to  siqipoae  can  be  safely  dispensed 

Here,  then,  we  find,  that,  up  to  the  year 

1818,  the  principle  of  our  pennon  aystetn  was 
disability,  a  wise  and  safe  principle,  limited  in 
its  extent,  and  Ernest  Incapable  of  abnae. 

In  1818,  however,  the  BepreeentallTea  (rfthe 
people,  in  Congress  assembled,  seem  to  have 
been  seijMd  witli  a  sudden  fit  of  gratitnde  fat 
revolutionary  servioea;  an  ad  ■■    ■ 

piassed,  whidk  provided  for  pi  _ 

served  in  the  army  of  the  reTolDtloa~'ior  uie 
term  of  nine  mouths,  or  longer,  at  any  period 
of  the  war,"  and  "  who,  by  reason  of  rmlnced 
circumstances,  shall  stand  in  need  of  asejataoce 
ftom  their  countn  for  support."  [See  act  of 
leth  Uarch,  1618.1  Here,  it  will  be  seen  that 
Ihe  prini^ple  whicli  limits  pennons  to  diaabili- 
iies  mcorred  in  the  service  is  abandoned,  and 
length  of  service  and  pover^  are  made  the 
conditions  on  which  pensions  are  hoeaftcr  to 
depoid.  The  history  of  that  bill,  as  I  have 
heard  it  from  the  lipe  of  those  who  were  actors 
the  political  Boenea  of  that  day,  is  not  a  little 
riouB.  All  agreed  that  the  operation  Of  the 
II  wos  to  be  confined  to  those  who  had,  dur- 
ing the  revelation,  given  np  their  private  pnr- 
Bwta,  and  devoted  themsdves  eicloMvely  to 
military  service.  No  one  imagined,  for  a  mo- 
ment, that  any  person  who  had  rendered  casoal 
services  merely ;  men  who  hod  only  shared,  in 
common  with  oU  the  other  dtiieoa  of  the  ooon- 


aeoOTdii^y 
dngall  who 
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tij,  Uie  dangera  and  Boorifloes  of  the  Umea, 
wBre  to  be  the  olijeots  of  poblio  boantf.  The 
origiotl  ]propMition,  theraforey  was  to  confine 
the  proTinona  of  the  bill  to  tboae  who  bad 
Heired  ia  the  it^nlar  ano^,  either  during  the 
"war,  or  for  a  term  of  three  jeare,  and  who 
stotMl  in  need  of  WBUtaaoe  tiwa  their  ooantry 
fw  mpport.    But,  sir,  in  the  progrees  of  that 


r  a  term  of  onl;  nine  montiu,  and, 
tooOTer  their  caae^  "  three  jeara"  was  titrioken 
ont,  aad  "  nine  tatoktba  "  inoerted.  Bir,  no  one 
fbreaftw  the  coiise^enoee  of  that  meaanre.  It 
was  Boppoeed  that  even  ttiie  prOTislon  would 
inclade  only  a  few  bnadred  men.  The  whole 
oharKe  upon  the  Treasorj  was  estimated  at  one 
bna£ed  and  nrt;  thonsand  dollars.  And,  se- 
dooed  bj  this  espectatioD,  and  b;  the  popnlar 
cry  of  "  Joatioe  to  the  old  Boldiera,"  Congrees 
were  persoaded  to  paw  a  bill  which  ther  were 
aaeored  oould  not  make  any  tctj  conBiderable 
additiim  to  the  peniloa  list,  which  would  be 
kaeened  from  year  to  year,  and  would  loon 
cesM  to  eziat.  And  wliat,  sir,  wu  the  reeoltt 
What  aleesondoeeit  readtolegialatoni  How 
forcibly  does  it  admonish  u  to  weigh  weU  the 
provisioiu  of  this  bill,  befbre  we  nndertake  to 
Milarge  or  extend  the  pension  law  of  1816.  I 
have  applied  to  the  Pendon  Office  for  informs- 
lioo  on  thia  enMect,  and  hold  in  my  hand  the 
officii  report  of  the  officer  at  the  head  of  that 
deporteoent.  In  giriog  the  resnlt,  I  ahall  not 
aim  wA  mimite  aoonraQy. 

The  number  of  ^iplioanta  fbr  penaona,  nnder 
tbe  act  of  1S18,  oondderably  eieeeded  thirty 
thooaand  I  a  number  greater  than  that  of  Gen- 
ertl  Waahington's  army,  at  any  period  of  the 
war ;  exoee£]ig  the  whole  nnmber  of  soldiers 
th«t  could  be  sapposed  to  be  alive  in  1618. 
Notwitbatanding  the  "  ^id  mlee  "  laid  down 
by  the  Department  of  War,  it  was  fonnd  im- 
poarible  to  exdnde  the  applicants.  Upwards 
<tf  ^sbtaen  tlionaand  were  admitted  aad  placed 
□Q  tSe  peorion  roll,  one-tblrd  of  whom,  at 
leMt,  (aa  it  aflcrwards  qtpeored,)  had  no  oltdm 
to  be  thcM.  The  dunu  of  apwarda  of  twelve 
thoiuand  of  tbe  ^plicants  were  found,  even  at 
tbe  first  ezanunation,  to  be  entirdy  groondlees, 
ud  were  accordingly  r^ected.  The  money  re- 
quired to  pay  the  pensions  was  fonnd  ta  be,  not 
one  bundraa  and  sixty  tbonaaod  dollara,  aa  had 
been  eotdmated,  bnt  between  two  and  three 
milliona.  Tbe  very  first  year.  Congress  had  to 
appropriate  for  pensions,  nnder  the  act  of  1B18, 
one  million  eight  hundred  and  forty-seven 
thonsand  nine  hondred  dollars ;  and  the  next 
year,  two  miUioas  seven  hundred  and  sixty-six 
(honaand  fonr  hondred  and  fbrty  dollars,  which, 
with  tbe  ^ipropriations  for  invalid  pensions, 
made  the  whole  anxmnt  appropriated  in  that 
year  for  pension^  three  mimons  one  bnndred 
and  right  thousand' three  hondred  and  three 
dollars.  And  no  one  can  tell  to  what  extent 
these  approprialions  wonid  have  been  carried, 
if  Oongreaa  had  not  interposed  to  correct  tbe 
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evil.  Tlie  whole  comitry  bad  beoome  alarmed. 
No  one  donbted  that  an  immense  number  of 
persons  were  receiving  pensions,  who  had  no 
claim  to  them  whatever.  Men  who  had  never 
served  at  all,  or  for  very  short  periods ;  moB 
who  had  given  away  thrir  property  to  their 
children,  or  conveyed  it  in  trust  for  their  own 
benefit ;  in  short,  every  one  who  was  old  enoogh 
to  have  served  in  tbe  revolution,  fonnd  littie 
diSeolty  (notwithstsnding  the  ngid  roles  of 
the  War  Department,  of  which  we  now  hear 
so  mnoh  complaint)  in  getting  themselves 
placed  upon  the  pension  list. 

To  resone  the  country  from  this  enormoQS 
evil,  the  act  of  Ist  May,  1820,  was  passed, 
which,  without  chan^^ng  tbe  terms  and  condl- 
dons  on  which  pensions  were  to  be  granted, 


provided  gnards  against  frsods,  by  raqniring 
every  applicant  to  submit  "  a  schedule  of  his 
property,"  and  to  take  the  necessary  "  oaths," 
Ao.  Sir,  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in- 
tended Wy  to  prevent  frauds,  upwards  of  slz 
thouBsnd  persons  were  stricken  from  the  pen- 
ritm  roll.  Two  thousand  three  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  never  ev«i  prp^ented  a  schedule^ 
or  made  an  application  nnder  this  act ;  and  the 
Treasory  was  tbns  relieved  from  a  chai^  of  a 
million  of  dollars  per  annum. 

Now,  sir,  with  tbe  experience  afforded  by 
this  case,  one  would  really  nippoee  that  the 
very  last  thing  that  any  statesman  wonld  pro- 
pose would  be  still  further  to  enlarge  and  ex- 
tend the  provinons  of  the  act  of  1818,  ag^n 
to  unlock  the  Treasury,  which  was  wisely 
closed  by  the  act  of  1620,  and  snbleot  it  to  a 
charge  rimilar  in  character,  sod  probsbly  much 

Cter  in  amount,  than  was  imposed  by  that 
and  to  open  a  wide  door  to  sJl  the  evils, 
aye,'  and  much  greater  evils  then  were  experi- 
enced by  the  country  under  the  oporatioa  <tf 
that  act 

I  will  pot  it  to  the  oh^rman  of  the  comniit- 
tee  who  reputed  this  bill :  Is  he  satisfied  of 
the  wisdom  and  Joatioe  of  tbe  act  of  ISlSt 
Tbe  gentleman  says,  "  it  ought  never  to  have 
been  passed."  Well,  irir,  while  tbe  gentleman 
acknowledges  that  that  act  was  impolitic  and 
unjust,  and  "  on^t  never  to  have  been  passed," 
bow  can  be  advocate  this  bilL  which  enlarM 
and  extends  every  oljectiouable  feature  of  the 
fonner  law  I 

Sir,  if  we  have  already  taken  a  rash  and  un- 
advised step  in  this  business,  It  is  better  for  as 
to  go  back,  or  at  least  to  stop  where  we  are: 
hut  ossaredly  we  ought  not  to  advance  and 
press  forward  In  error,  regardless  of  oonse- 
qntoices. 

I  come  now  to  the  examination  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  proposed  measure.  We  have  be- 
fore us  two  bills :  the  first  has  already  passed 
the  House  of  Bepresentativee ;  the  second  is 
prc^osed  as  an  amendment,  by  tbe  Committee 
of  Pensions  of  the  Senate,  They  both  purport 
to  be  acts  merely  declarat(»y  of  the  acts  of 
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1818  and  1820,  and  tliej  are  Bnpported  on  tha 
avowed  gronnd  that  thej  ere  not  intendftd  to 
ohonge  the  pensioii  ^stein,  but  merelj  to  cor- 
rect some  miacoiiBtructioDB  of  tbose  acts  on  the 
part  of  the  officers  of  the  War  Department. 

I^  rir,  I  Bball  be  able  to  .Bhow  that  there 
have  been  no  sach  "  mieoonstmctioDa,"  and 
that  there  exista  no  necesritj  whatever  for  any 


bill  will  at  onoe  abandon  it}  I  know,  «r,  the 
expectation  wonld  be  vun ;  for  the  trnth  can- 
not be  difignised,  that  it  is  the  real  otjeot  of 
tbia  bill  greatly  to  enlarge  and  extend  the  peo- 
rioQ  BTHtem,  bf  the  inU^nction  of  new,  and, 
aa  I  believe,  moti,  alarming  provinoca.  This  is 
no  declaratory  act.  The  aota  of  1818  and  1820 
provide  that  pensions  ahall  be  granted  to  per- 
Bons  who  served  in  the  r^ular  army  of  the 
revolution,  on  two  conditions  r  Ist.  That  they 
Bhonld  have  served  for  a  "term  of  nine  montliB 
or  longer,  at  any  period  of  the  war;"  2d. 
That,  by  reason  of  reduced  circamatanoea,  "  tbey 
aball  be  in  need  of  assistance  from  their  conn- 
try  for  support."  Now,  sir,  what  are  the 
"  miBconstmctJons  "  which  m^e  a  declaratory 
act  now  necessary  i 

It  is  allied. 

First.  That  ''  the  t«rm  of  nine  months'  ser- 
vice "  has  been  rei^nired  by  the  Becretar^  of 
War  to  be  a  "oontmuons  service:"  and  it  is 
proposed  to  provide  that  an  applicant  for  a 
pension  "  HhaJl  be  deemed  to  have  served  for 
the  term  of  nine  months,  if  he  shall  have 
served  nine  months  ander  one  or  aeveral  enlist- 
meota,  whether  continnooa  or  not." 

And  It  is  alleged. 

Secondly.  That,  in  examiiuog  the  "  drciun- 
stancea  "  of  applicants  for  pensions,  no  fixed 
amount  of  property  has  been  considered  as 
conclusive  of  "  indigent  circumstances,"  but 
the  character,  habits,  place  of  residence,  fam- 
ily, &c.,  &o.,  have  all  been  taken  into  account ; 
and  it  is  now  proposed  by  the  bill  from  the 
Honse  of  Representatives,  to  provide  that  a 
4nan  "  shall  be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  nnablo 
to  support  himself  withoat  the  assistance  of 
his  country,  if  the  whole  amount  of  his  prop- 
erty, exdosive  of  household  fomiture,  &i., 
shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dol- 
lars, all  debts  &om  him  Justly  due  and  owing 
beiiig  first  deducted."  By  way  of  guarding 
against  fiends,  it  is  added,  "  that  the  applicant 
shall  not  be  required  to  show  what  his  circnm- 
Btances  or  condition  in  life  were,  or  what  prop- 
erty he  was  possessed  of  at  anv  time  prior  to 
the  passage  of  this  actj"  the  plun  interpreta- 
tion of  which  is,  tha^  if  any  man,  before  this 
act  receives  the  sanction  of  Uie  President,  shall 
give  away  his  estate  to  his  children,  he  shall, 
notwithstanding,  have  his  pension. 

Now,  in  what  respect  has  the  act  of  1818 
been  "  misconstrued  I "  How  far  are  the  bills 
before  us  "  declaratory  ? "  It  is  alleged  that 
service  for  a  "  term  of  nine  months  "  does  not 
imply  nine  montiis  conMunouslj.    Bat  I  appre- 


hend they  can  only  relate  to  continuous  so-  | 
vice  under  one  enlistment  A  term  is  ■  tecb- 
nicai  phrase,  and,  when  applied  to  Jndiritil  or 
military  service,  always  relates  to  an  unbrokn 
period  of  time.  The  term  of  a  court,  ire  all 
know,  has  this  ^gnification ;  and,  in  milituy 
the  "  t«rm  of  servir«  "  relates  to  iIm 


lan^uaga  tJ 
period  of  a 


law,  is  obvious.  The  tnitb  is,  this  provioai 
was  inserted  for  the  avowed  pnrpoee  of  cover 
ing  a  certain  class  of  troops,  koown  lo  hktt 
served  under  an  enlistment  for  nine  moatb. 
And  the  words,  "  a  term  of  nine  montha,  il 
any  period  daring  the  war,"  can  admit  of  do 
other  constractioQ.  If  it  had  been  intended  t« 
embrace  mere  oasnsl  service,  under  variooiflt- 
gagements,  amounting  in  the  whole  to  dim 
months,  the  expreaaion  wonld  have  been,  '^wbo 
served  for  nine  months  during  the  war,"  or 
(as  proposed  in  this  bill)  "  whether  oontiinnoi 

So  far,  therefore^  as  this  bill  relaM  to  "  tb 
term  of  service,"  it  is  not  "declaratory"  of 
the  old  law,  bat  substitutes  a  new,  ud,  u  1 
think,  a  dangerous  rule,  for  that  preseribM  bj 
the  former  law,  as  cooatmed  and  unifoniJj 
acted  npon  by  the  Department  of  War. 

Let  OS  next  inqnire  into  the  probabit  efcd 
of  the  proposed  provision.  Who  are  the.ptr- 
sons  now  excluded  &om  the  benefits  of  tbeu- 
isting  law  t  They  are  those  who,  during  Il» 
whole  coarse  of  a  war  of  seven  yeirs,  (s  Uood; 
and  arduous  contest,  brooKht  to  the  door  of 
every  man,)  served  in  all  oiuy  lune  moitbs,  tai 
that,  too,  at  various  periods. 

Now,  let  it  be  recollected  that  the  law  it- 
lates  only  to  enlisted  soldiers  of  the  regiltf 
army;  lot  it  also  be  remembered  that  esliO- 
ments,  nntil  after  the  preliminaries  of  pMW 
were  dgned,  were  for  fixed  p«riod\  (rf  gresl^ 
or  less  daration :  some  (as  m  the  case  of  tk 
Maryland  line)  enlisted  "  during  the  war,"  cilj- 
era  for  a  "  term  of  three  years,  and  ahnortM 
of  the  reat  for  "  the  term  of  nine  montha."  U 
I  am  not  greatly  mirinfonned,  it  was  sAer  lbs 
fighting  had  ceased — eit«r  the  os^ture  <A  Con- 
wallis  (which  took  place  in  October,  '81)-i'!«' 
the  pr^iminaries  of  peace  were  rigned,  (in  ^> 
vember,  '83,)  that  enlistments  were  oiW" 
into  for  "nine  months  or  less."  The  gntl^ 
man  aaya,  there  were  some  enUstmwiti  insde  •* 
an  earlier  period  for  eiEht  months,  "i^ J^ 
many  of  these  men  oontmned  in  serriM  iin» 
a  new  engagement,  after  the  expratiOD  of  taw 
first  term.  I  wiah  the  gentlemaD  had  fmna 
us  with  a  statement  of  the  number  of  n^  *'^ 
listmenta ;  I  am  assured  they  were  not  D1ln(^ 
oas,  and  that  a  provi^on  so  framed  is  toWj* 
such  oases  would  operate  but  on  a  fow  ia^i™^ 
nala.  But  if  the  object  is  merely  lo  Fori* 
a  remedy  for  those  cases  of  special  b*'<?3^ 
provision  be  made  for  persons  who  euHilM  W 
eight  months,  and  entered  into  ""•*  J^fST 
ments  at  the  expiration  of  their  tann.  ^n- 
vide,  if  yon  please^  "  for  persou  who  *« 
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taken  prisoners,  or  who  were  oonfined  in  prison 
Bhips,"  (oftsea  on  whioh  gentlemen  so  strooglj 
relf,)  if  tbej  ore  not  alreadj  provided  for  un- 
der the  act  of  1B18.  No  one  will  complin  of 
provi»am  inteoded  to  appl?  to  speoial  oasw  of 
pecnlior  hardship.  But,  iDHtead  of  making 
Eooh  proTiuonH,  attempts  are  made  for  break- 
ing down  all  the  buriers  agunst  itKaA.  Theee 
biUs  propose  to  throw  open  the  door  of  the 
TreasurT',  so  as  to  permit  all  who  obooee  to  do 
so,  to  enter,  and  help  themaelvM  at  pleasnre. 

Sir,  I  deny  the  policy  or  justice  of  the  act  of 
1818.  It  departs  entirely  from  every  soond 
principle  applicable  to  penuons,  and  has  pro- 
rided  for  that  Urge  clasa  of  persona  whose  Ber- 
vicea  were  in  no  respect  more  valnable  than 
those  of  the  great  body  of  the  people.  Who 
were  the  "  nine  months'  men,"  admitted  under 
the  act  of  1818  ?  They  were  chieSy  those  who 
entered  the  serrioe  after  the  oaptnre  of  Com- 
waUis.  A  large  nroportjon  of  them'  served 
only  between  the  oate  of  the  provisional  arti- 
cle of  peace,  in  November,  1762,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  deSnitive  articles,  in  Septembw, 
1783. 

From  what  I  can  leom,  a  large  m^ority  of 
those  who  were  admitted  to  pensions  under  the 
act  of  1818,  never  saw  any  service,  except  dnr- 
ing  the  two  years  which  elapsed  between  tbe 
captore  of  CornwaUia  and  the  establishment  of 
peace.  I  have  been  nnsble  to  obtain  any  de- 
tailed information  on  this  point  Bnt  I  am  told 
that  the  average  ages  of  these  eighteen  thon- 
wnd  penaionera,  at  the  date  of  their  applica- 
tion, proved  that  they  oonld  only  have  served 
towaras  the  close  of  the  war.  Of  this  vast 
number,  bat  little  more  than  three  thousand 
claimed  to  have  served  through  the  war ;  bo 
that  it  is  nnqoestionable,  that  the  bonnty  of  the 
Government,  nnder  the  act  of  1818,  has  been 
chiefly  extended  to  those  who  never  abandoned 
their  private  pursuits,  who  did  not  devote 
themselves  eidosively  to  military  service,  and 
who,  therefore,  were  not  embraoed  within  any 
sound  and  safe  piinciple  applicable  to  pensions 
in  a  republican  Government. 

Bnt  if  snch  was  the  true  character,  and 
such  the  operation  of  that  act,  what  will  be  the 
efi'ect  of  this  bill  t  While  the  law  required  "  a 
term  of  service  of  nine  months  or  longer," 
although  peraoos  might  be  admitted  who  had 
rendered  no  efficient  service,  yet  you  had  some 
secority  against  abuse,  by  requiring  specific 
proof  of  a  continuous  service  under  one  enUat- 
ment,  with  the  power,  in  most  cases,  of  refer- 
ring to  the  original  muster  rolls,  and  thereby 
detecting  all  attempts  at  imposition.  Now, 
however,  that  the  moat  casual  aervice,  and  for 
the  shortest  periods,  is  to  be  taken  into  the 
account,  who  can  tail  to  perceive  how  much 
the  chuicos  of  imposition  will  be  multiplied  t 
RMort  must  be  had  to  oral  testimony.  And 
what  more  nncertun  than  the  memory  of  man, 
as  to  the  duration  of  another's  service  half  a 
zeotnry  ago  f  Who  is  there  that  ever  served  a 
month  in  the  army,  or  who  was  even  a  follower 
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of  the  camp,  that  will  not  he  able  to  addnce 
certificates  to  show  that  he  served  for  Just  so 
long' a  time  as  he  may  choose  to  lay  claim  to. 

Bnt,  sir,  there  Is  a  stronger  objection  tc  this 
measure  even,  than  its  liability  to  abuse.  It  is, 
that  it  rests  on  no  sonnd  principle  applicable  to 
miUtai^  pensions.  If  there  be  any  principle 
reoognued  and  fully  established  in  this  coun- 
try, it  is,  that  pensions  must  be  confined  to 
those  who  were  separated,  by  the  nature  of 
their  service,  from  tne  great  mass  of  the  com- 
munity, and  who  devoted  themselves  exclu- 
sively to  military  duties.  It  is  a  palpable  ab- 
surdity to  talk  of  gtvins  pensions  to  all  the 
people.  Those  who,  in  Ae  course  of  the  revo- 
lution, performed,  only  in  common  witli  the 
rest  of  their  countrymen,  the  military  service 
reqaired  of  every  citizen,  stand  upon  an  equal 
footing.  He  alone,  who,  in  the  strictest  sense, 
put  off  the  citizen  and  became  a  soldier,  and 
who,  in  abandoning  the  nursuita,  relinqmshed 
also  the  habits  of  private  life,  can  have  any  jnst 
claim  to  be  provided  for  at  the  pnblio  expense. 
I  apeak  not  now  of  physical  disabUitiea  in- 
corred  in  the  public  service,  this  class  of  oases 
having  been  amply  provided  for  under  the  acta 
of  1806  and  1S08.  But,  with  regard  to  claims 
depending  entirely  upon  length  of  service,  if 
we  once  depart  from  the  rule  I  have  laid  down, 
and  declare  that  mere  casual  service  for  short 
periods,  and  at  long  intervals,  shall  entitle  B 
man  to  a  pension,  you  cannot  stop  short  of 
pensioning  all  who  rendered  any  service  what- 
ever in  the  course  of  the  revolution.  All  the 
State  troops  will  be  embraced  within  this  prin- 
ciple; and  this  bill,  accordingly,  proposes  to 
provide  for  them.  The  militia  will  come  next; 
for  what  true-hearted  whig  was  there  in  all 
America  who  did  not,  in  the  course  of  the 
seven  years'  war,  render,  from  time  to  time, 
services  equal  In  the  whole  to  the  period  of 
"  nine  months  t  "  I  think  I  may  very  confi- 
dently assert,  that  there  was  not,  in  the  Btate 
of  South  Carolina,  one  genaine  patriot  of  '76 
capable  of  bearing  arms,  who  did  not,  in  the 
course  of  the  revolution,  spend  more  than  nine, 
months  in  the  camp ;  and  I  shoold  be  glad  to 
be  informed  on  what  principle  they  can  be  ex- 
olnded,  if  these  nine  montne'  men  are  to  be 
embraced  t  But  I  shall  be  told  that  the  militia 
will  all  in  due  season  be  provided  for,  a  prop- 
osition to  that  efi'ect  having  already  been 
submitted  in  the  other  Eonse.  It  oomea,  then, 
to  this,  that  all  are  to  be  pensioned  who  ren- 
dered military  service  of  any  description  dur- 
ing the  war.  But  were  not  services  equally 
Tenable  rendered  by  men  In  dvil  stations? 
All  these  must  of  course  he  included ;  and  it 
will  finally  come  to  this,  that  pensions  must  bo 
provided  for  every  one  who  lived  at  the  period 
of  the  revolution ;  yon  cannot  stop  short  of 
that,  if  the  prindple  embraced  in  the  bill  is  to 
be  sanctioned.  Bo  mnoh  for  "the  term  of 
service," 

The  next  provision  o/  the  hill  relates  to  "  the 
'  1  life  "  of  the  persons  to  be  pen- 
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rioned.  The  mle  on  this  mbiect  prescribed  hj 
the  acts  of  '18  and  '20,  mid  hitherto  considered 
OB  the  very  foand&tion  of  the  pennon  ejatem, 
wee,  th&t  the  penaioners  Bhoold  be  "  in  Bnoh 
indigent  oircnmBtances  u  to  Btand  in  need  of 
assistance  from  tbdr  oonntrj  for  mppori"  I 
ahonld  have  sapposed  that  no  one  ooold  for  a 
momeat  doubt  the  policy,  the  propriety,  naf, 
the  abeolate  necesri^,  of  this  nile.  No  coon- 
try  which  has  ever  passed  through  a  bloody 
revolatjon,  oonld  possibly  undertake  to  dis- 
tribate  rewards  for  every  servioe.  In  bestow- 
ing military  pensions,  they  are  oonstr^ned  to 
act  on  the  principle  of  merely  providing  for 
those  who,  being  onable  to  snpport  themsedveo, 
are  necessarily  uirown  npon  publio  or  private 
charity.  Uilitary  pensions  conatitnCe  an  hon~ 
orable  wovision  for  old  soldiers  of  broken  for- 
tunes. Bnt  what  is  the  proposition  now  before 
ns  ?  "Why,  sir,  the  pension  systeni  is  no  longer 
to  be  confined  to  persons  in  reduced  ciroum- 
stancea,  The  bill  from  Qie  other  Eonse  ei- 
preesly  declares,  that  every  man  shall  be 
>>  deemed  and  taken  "  to  be  in  indigent  oironm- 
stancea,  and  unable  to  sapport  himself  who 
shall  not  be  worlli  more  ttian  one  thonsand 
dollars  clear  of  debt.  Now,  can  any  thing  be 
more  absurd  than  snob  a  provimoo  t  A  man 
may  ha  in  poaeession  of  an  estate  worth  half  a 
million  of  aollara ;  he  may  have  a  dear  income 
from  sach  an  estate  (or  from  profesuonal  por- 
Boits)  of  twenty  or  thirty  tbonsand  dollars  a 
year;  and  yet,  if  his  debts  exceed  the  esti- 
mated valoe  of  his  estate,  the  law  declares  he 
shall  be  "deemed  and  taken  to  be  unable  to 
snpport  himself."  Sir,  I  give  all  dne  praise  to 
the  committee  of  the  Senate  for  their  Jndioious 
reoommendation  that  this  monstrous  provision 
should  be  stricken  ont ;  bnt  I  must  be  permit- 
ted to  add,  that  I  ahonld  have  been  betl«r 
pleased  if  they  had  reformed  the  section  alto- 
getber.  I  perceive  they  have  retained  the  pro- 
viuon  which  fixes  one  thoneand  dollars  as  an 
arbitrary  standard  to  determine  a  man's  dr- 
conutaocea  in  life.  Nothing,  it  seems  to  me, 
can  be  oononved  more  nneqaal  or  nqjost  than 
to  measore  men's  oircometancea  in  lite  by  snch 
a'  mle.  Of  two  men  possessed  of  tlie  same 
amount  of  property,  one  may  be  in  easy  cir- 
cumstances, while  tiie  other  will  be  poor  in- 
deed. A  man  enjoying  a  green  old  age  on  a 
farm  in  the  western  country,  with  an  indostri- 
ons  family  around  him,  would  be  as  independ- 
ent as  any  moo  alive ;  while  the  inhabitant  of 
one  of  our  Atlantdo  ciUee,  with  an  equal  amount 
of  property  invested  in  laud  or  in  tUteiCj  would 
not  be  able  to  procure  hia  duly  breao.  One 
man  may  be  entirely  disalded,  ftom  age  or  in- 
firmity, from  earning  his  snbsisteiice,  or  he 
may  have  a  helpless  family  depending  upon 
him  for  support ;  another  may  t«  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  a  large  professional  income,  or  he  may 
be  surrounded  by  dnii&l  children  in  afSnent 
oircmnatances.  Will  any  one  pretend  that  these 
men  would  stand  in  equal  need  of  "  asaistance 
from  their  conntry  for  support ) "     I  confess  I 


am  unable  to  discover  a  dngle  argummt  in 
favor  of  the  arbitrary  rule  lud  down  by  tb* 
committee,  ouleBs,  indeed,  it  be  deorabk  to  in- 
crease the  number  of  penrioners :  that  it  wiQ 
prodaoe  that  effect,  no  one  can  donbt  The 
truth  is,  that,  in  looUng  into  the  drcuinaaDots 
of  pensioners,  the  ofBcers  who  have  been  snc- 
oessively  at  the  head  of  the  War  DepATtment, 
have  found  it  absolutely  necessary  (to  keep  the 
pension  system  within  any  thing  like  rMsoo- 
able  bounds)  to  resort  to  rind  mlea.  Under 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Calhoun,  but  one 
person  was  admitted  whose  fortone  exceeded 
three  hundred  and  fifty  doUara,  and  tli«  gnat 
m^ority  fell  below  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars ;  and  yet  the  TreMnry  was  nearly  emptied 
by  the  multitude  which  poured  in  nntiK'  ttw  art 
of  1816.  Under  Ur,  Barbour,  none  wete  ad- 
mitted whose  fortnue  exceeded  three  hundred 
doUars.  General  Porter,  a  short  time  before 
he  went  out  of  office,  nndertook  to  admit  pn^ 
sons  whose  fortune  did  not  exceed  nine  nan- 
dred  and  sixty  dollars.  The  oonseqnence  wa^ 
the  addition  of  several  hundred  nnmee  to  the 
pwinon  list  within  a  few  months ;  the  ^>pn>- 
priaticKis  &iled ;  and  one  of  the  viuy  first  acts 
of  Oen««l  Jaokson'a  administration  was  to  re- 
sdnd  Oie  order  made  byOmeral  Porter,  and  to 
bring  back  the  ayetem  to  the  old  standard. 

But  nr,  there  are  higher  ooasiderati<Mia  eon- 
neoted  with  tlkia  question  than  any  I  have  ;et 
nrged.  I  consider  this  bill  a«  a  brandi  ol  a 
great  system,  calculated  and  intended  to  create 
and  perpetuate  a  permanent  charge  npon  the 
Treasury,  with  a  view  to  delay  the  payment  of 
the  pubUc  debt,  and  to  postpone,  indefinitely, 
Uie  daima  of  the  people  for  a  reduidicn  ct 
taies,  when  the  debt  shall  be  finally  extin- 
guished. It  is  an  important  link  in  the  chain 
by  which  the  American  system  party  hope  to 
bind  the  people,  now  and  forever,  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  enormous  duties  deemed  neoesaaiy 
for  the  protaclion  of  domestic  manufaetuM. 
It  is  obvious  to  every  one,  Uiat  a  great  erisia  in 
the  aSairs  of  this  country  is  at  band.  The 
national  debt,  which  now  creates  a  charge  npoa 
the  Treasury  of  twelve  millions  of  dolUrs  per 
annniii^  is  mdtiug  awi^,  under  tbe  operation  i4 
our  "inking  ftmd;"  which,  if  not  diverted 
th>m  its  oourve,  will,  in  lea  than  fonr  yean, 
totally  extinguish  it  One-hal^  therefi»«,  of 
the  whole  amonnt  of  the  revalue  now  oolle«t- 
ed  through  the  onsbKU-honse  will  no  longer  be 
wanted  for  national  purposes;  and  tiie  great 
question  will  be  presented  to  the  American 
people,  whether  they  will  submit  to  be  taxed 
to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  a  year,  merri; 
for  the  purpose  of  enabling  the  manufactarert 
to  fill  their  pockets  at  the  expense  of  all  other 
classes  in  the  oommnnity,  or  for  the  still  more 
preposterons  porpose  of  paying  back  the  taxe* 
so  collected  to  the  people  &tm  whom  tbey 
were  taken. 

The  manufacturers  know  full  well  that  snch 
a  qneation,  whenever  presented  to  the  Jnstiee 
and  good  sense  of  the  people,  can  receive  bat 
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one  rnniwer.  The  dntieB  will  be  rednoed ;  and 
taj  party  that  seta  itMlf  in  opporitloo  to  snoh 
m  meaaore,  will  be  swept  awaj  bj  the  breath 
of  popular  indignation,  tike  ehaff  beTore  the 
wind.  Seeing  uxd  believing  this,  all  thoee  who 
have  aa  interest  in  the  promotion  of  the  re- 
etrictive  sjstem — all  who  derive  a  profit  trtrnt 
the  present  m^oat  and  imeqiia]  diatribntion  of 
the  pnbUo  revenue,  have  been  for  tlie  last  two 
years  anxkniBl;  looking  attont  then,  and  an 
ooDBtAntl;  oontriviog  schemes  for  seatterinff 
abroad  the  pnblio  futda  with  a  proftiM  hano. 
Tbej  are  striving,  above  all  thtnxa,  to  create 
heavjr  permanent  charges  npon  tbe  Treaanry, 
as  aa  tipologj  tbr  high  dnties.  The  p<dnt 
umed  at  is,  to  oreat«  demands  npon  the  Treoa- 
ory,  equal,  at  least,  to  the  whole  amoont  now 
annnallj  absorbed  fay  the  pnblio  deljt.  The 
great  effort  will  be,  to  aooompliah  this  fally  in 
the  oonrse  of  the  ensuing  (bur  years ;  so  that, 
when  the  debt  hIuUI  be  paid,  the  whole  twenty- 
fonr  millkms  of  dollars  now  ooUeoted  nnder  onr 
present  nqjnst,  mieqnal,  and  opiHresdve  impost 
fawa,  m^  still  be  fonnd  necessary  to  meet  the 
demands  npon  the  Treamry  created  by  law. 

It  is  impoestble,  sir,  it  seenu  to  me,  for  any 
man  to  look  sronnd  him,  and  «6e  what  is  going 
on  in  both  Honses  of  Congress,  without  per- 
ceiving that  this  ie  a  fliod  and  BatUed  policy, 
to  which  the  attention  of  the  party  to  which  I 
have  aUnded,  is  oonstantlj  and  steadily  direct- 
ed. We  witness  the  astonishing  spectacle,  in  a 
free,  popnkr  Qovemment,  of  constant  and  per- 
aevenng  efforts  to  increase  the  pnblio  ezp«idi- 
tnrea ;  to  spend  money  merely  for  the  rake  of 
having  it  expended;  and  we  &td  the  represent' 


atives  of  tbe  people  devising  and  oonti^dng  in- 
Bchemes  to  rivet  npon  tliem  a  sys- 
tem of  tasatiim,  which,  both  in  its  ohsraoter 
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and  amonnt,  is  slmost  without  a  parallel  in  bis- 
toTT.  All  the  popnlar  topics  ot  the  day  are 
eagerly  seized  upon,  and  pressed  into  the  ser- 
vies.  Under  the  pretext  of  promoting  the  in- 
ternal improvement  of  the  country,  gi^ntio 
schemes  are  brought  forward,  and  the  ud  of 
the  GoTenunent  obUuned  for  them  to  enormous 
amotints.  The  exeontion  of  all  the  plans  of 
internal  improvement  proposed  even  during  the 
present  session  of  Oongress,  wonld  absorb  the 
whole  amoont  now  annually  applied  to  the 
jmblic  debL  Bat  the  advocates  of  this  system 
are  unwilling  to  rely  on  one  class  of  measures 
only.  We  have  schemes  for  oolonlzatioa,  edo- 
cation,  distribntion  of  snrplns  revenue,  and 
many  otiiers,  all  admirably  calculated  to  pro- 
mote the  great  end — the  absorption  of  the  pnb- 
lio revenne.  But,  sir,  of  all  the  measnree  de- 
vised for  this  pni^iose,  this  gnmd  pension  sys- 
teiD,  got  np  last  year,  and  revived  during  the 
present  session,  is  by  far  the  most  specious,  the 
meet  ingeniously  contrived,  and  the  best  catcu- 
kted  tor  the  aocompliahment  of  the  object. 
Here  gentlemen  are  snpplied  with  a  fine  topic 
for  declamation.  "  Gratitade  for  revolution- 
ary services  I  "  "  the  cWms  of  the  poor  sol- 
diers I  " — these  are  the  popular  topics  which  it 


is  imagined  will  oury  sway  the  feelings  of  the 
people,  and  reconcile  them  to  a  measure  which 
must   unqneriionably  establish    a   permanent 


charge  npon  the    Treasury  to   i 

amount,  and  thereby  furnish  a  plansible  excuse 

for  keeping  up  the  system  of  high  duties. 

To  prove  that  snch  is  the  tme  character  of 
this  bill,  I  will  appeal  to  its  liberal  and  most 
extraordinary  provisions;  its  entire  departure 
fhim  all  sotmd  principles  applicable  to  pensions ; 
and,  above  all,  to  the  time  when,  and  the  oir- 
cnmstancee  under  which,  it  has  been  brought 
forward.  These  are,  to  my  mind,  entirely  oon- 
olomve.  When  I  show  that  the  pensioners  who 
will  be  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this 
bill,  have  no  stronger  cltdms  to  pensionB  than 
all  the  citizens  of  the  country  who  rendered 
service  in  the  Rerolntion,  the  answer  is  at 
hand.  It  is  intended,  in  doe  season,  to  extend 
the  system  to  them  also.  When  I  urge  the  ex- 
pwienoe  of  the  country  nnder  the  act  of  1818, 
as  conelnsive,  to  show  the  nqjnst  operation  of 
tiie  system,  and  tbe  enormoos  chai^  created 
by  it  on  the  public  treasury,  Is      -  ■■  "    ' 


though  that  act  "  ought  never  to  have  passed," 
yet  this  bill  is  necessary  to  carry  out  ana  extend 
its  prindples.  But  there  is  one  fact  which 
spef^  volumes  on  this  suUeoL    How  comes  it^ 


that  this  spirit  of  gratitude  for  Revolutionary 
services  should  hare  slumbered  for  fifty  years! 
How  has  it  happened  that  it  has  never  been 
discovered  ontil  now,  that  the  men  who  are 
to  be  embraced  within  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  are  entitled  to  the  bounty  of  their  eonntry  ? 
Why  is  it,  that,  without  a  siugle  pietition  pray- 
ing for  sach  an  addition  to  the  pension  eystem 
as  this  bill  proposes,  we  shonld  be  seized  with 
snob  a  sadden  and  inveterate  fit  of  gratitude  to 
the  old  soldiers,  that  we  seemed  determined  to 
seize  them  by  foroei  and,  taking  no  denial,  to 
insist  on  their  receiving  onr  bounty,  whetjier 
they  will  or  no)  Sir,  the  reason  is  obvions. 
The  period  for  tbe  final  extinction  of  the  pub- 
lic debt  is  at  hand.  Ooloniialion  has  not  yet 
been  sanctioned;  Internal  improvement  ad* 
vanoes  too  slowly ;  the  distribntion  of  the  rev- 
enue meets  bnt  small  favor ;  tbe  ezistenoe  of  a 
snrpluB  must,  by  some  means  or  other,  be  pre- 
vented ■  and  this  must  be  accomplished  without 
any  reduotioa  of  duties.  The  Mends  of  the 
system  have  therefore  gone  forth  upon  the  high- 
ways, and  "  all  are  bidden  to  the  least." 

There  is  another  great  ol^ect  collateral  to 
this,  and  having,  I  do  verily  believe,  an  im- 
portant bearing  on  this  measure.  Sir,  it  Is  not 
to  be  denied  ^t  this  country  is  divided  into 
two  great  parts,  Qie  paying  and  the  receiving 
Btatee,  or,  as  they  have  been  sometimes 
called,  "tJie  Plantation  States"  and  "tbe 
Tariff  States ;  "  the  former  paying  by  far  tbe 

Cter  portion  of  the  duties  which  supply  the 
sury,  and  the  latter  receiving  nearly  the 
whole  amount  expended  by  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment The  present  system  operates  so  aa 
to  lay  the  taxee  chiefly  on  one  portion  of  the 
country,  and  to  expend  them  on  another ;  and 
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wliile,  therefore,  it  U  the  interest  of  the  former 
to  diminiBh  the  expenditures,  ftod  to  teasen  the 
taxes,  it  ia  maiufestlf  the  polio;  of  the  latter  to 
Increase  both. 

I  do  not  know  that  a  more  striking  illostra- 
tion  of  the  nneqaal  action  of  Uils  Govemment 
can  be  sddaced,  than  is  flimished  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  pension  ^stem.  Sir,  no  one  c«ii 
doubt  that  the  aacriflceg  and  serviceB,  daring 
the  BeTolatioD,  of  the  Boathera  were  in  no 
respect  inferior  to  those  of  the  Northern  States. 
In  proportion  to  the  extent  of  her  population, 
Booth  Carolina  fought  as  hard  and  as  long  as 
any  State  in  the  Union,  and  snffered,  perhaps, 
more.  But  when  pensions  came  to  be  distnb- 
Dted,  how  did  the  aoconnt  atand  t  I  have  be- 
fore me  official  statements  showins  the  whole 
number  of  invalid  and  Berolntionary  pen- 
sioners of  every  State  of  the  Union,  and  also 
the  whole  amount  of  money  appropriated  for  the 
payment  of  these  pensioners  from  the  beginning 
of  the  GoTemment  to  this  time.  These  state- 
ments exhibit  the  following  resnlts : 
Whole  amoont  of  appropriations  for  pensions  onder 

act  of  IBIS,    -        .        -        .     %H,VH,VH  BO 
All  other  pentdonen,  from  the  be- 

ginnieg  of  the  Oovemment,    •         fl,Sel,8SS  OS 


t20,G  35,610  68 

Uakiog  In  all,  upwards  of  twenty  millions  of  dollars. 

The  whole  number  of  names  now  on  the  pension 

roll  of  inT&lid  peniionen,  is,         -        -        -   3,791 

BeTOlutionsTj  pensioners,    .        -        .  12,801 

ifi,e» 
Say,  in  round  numbers,  sixteen  thonsand.  Of 
these,  about  twelve  thousand  reside  in  the  ten 
States  north  of  Maryland,  and  four  thonsand  in 
the  fourteen  Boutbem  and  Western  States. 
The  number  of  pensioners  in  Oonnecticnt  ex- 
ceeds those  in  Virginia — and  Bhode  Island 
nearly  equals  South  Carolina  and  Georgia. 
Assuming  these  data  as  the  basis  of  our  calcnla- 
tions,  it  would  appear  that,  of  the  twenty  mil- 
lioDB  pud  to  peDsioners,  abont  fifteen  mUIions 
have  gone  North,  and  only  five  millions  have 
been  expended  in  the  South  and  West,  and  tliat 
three  millions  out  of  eveiT  foor  hereafter  to  be 
applied  to  peDsions,  will  be  expended  nortji  of 
tlie  Potomac.  Sir,  although  we  know  that  the 
Bevolutionsiy  services  of  tlie  North  did  not 
surpass  those  of  the  Sooth,  we  never  com- 
plained of  this  inequality  in  the  expenditure, 
so  long  as  the  pension  syEtem  was  confined  to 
the  proper  objects  of  national  bounty.  But 
when  it  degenerates  into  a  mere  scheme  for  the 
distribotjon  of  the  public  money,  we  have  a 
right  to  complain  of  the  etoea  inequality  of  the 
system.  I  will  not  say  tTiat  it  is  the  object  of 
this  bill  to  make  a  distribntion  of  the  pnblic 
revenue  among  the  people  on  ui^ost  and  nn- 
eqnal  principles,  but  I  will  say  that  this  will 
onqnestionably  be  its  effect. 

I  knowj  sir,  that  these  are  onpleaeant  topics 
of  discoBsion;  bnt  the  truth  most  be  told;  and, 
wheUier  acceptable  or  no^  it  is  my  duty,  atand- 
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ing  hero  at  one  of  the  repreaent^vea  of  s  yot- 
tion  of  the  oonntry  (pressed  and  ^ctad  \>j 
unequal  contributions  and  unequal  eipen^CDrea 
to  expose  the  true  character  of  the  system,  ud 
to  strive  against  it  to  the  uttermost.  ^,  I 
would,  if  1  could,  rouse  the  whole  oonnlxj  u  a 
dne  sense  of  itsenormity.  I  wonld  invoke  jtn- 
tlemen  to  put  down  that  gross  ineqnalitj  in  tba 
benefits  and  burthens  of  this  Govemmat, 
which,  if  not  corrected,  vrill,  in  the  end,  iupiii 
the  attachment  of  the  people  in  the  Caii»  it- 
self. I  ailnde  to  this  subject  now,  not  for  the 
pnipose  of  spreading  discontent,  but  to  rtrib 
at  the  root  of  evil,  by  pointing  ont  its  eooniutj, 
and  calling  npon  honorable  gentlemen,  u  tli^ 
love  their  oonntry,  to  apply  Uie  remedy. 

If  the  revennefl  of  the  United  Stales  were  eol- 
leoted  by  direct  taxation,  or  even  by  iiifm 
ment  npon  the  States,  we  shonld  have  tan* 
secnrity  against  extravagant  expenditorts.  If 
every  portion  of  the  country  contributed  iti 
eqnid  sWe  to  the  national  Treasury,  we  should 
not  hear  of  so  many  proposiUons  to  squnder 
millions  upon  local  objects ;  we  shonld  not  find 
gentlemen  ^spoeed  to  <rota  away  the  mone;  di 
their  constituents  with  as  much  indifftt«n«  u 
if  it  could  be  created  by  a  mere  act  of  vt^tioii, 
and  was  uotthefrnitofthe  labor  of  their  huidi. 
It  is  the  fiict  (well  known  and  nnderstood,  U 
least  in  one  quarter  of  the  country)  that  the 
Southern  States  pay  by  hi  the  greMer  portiia 
of  the  taxes,  while  they  receive  hardly  aoj  put 
of  the  expenditures,  whidi  leads  to  thai  Isntli 
distribution  of  the  pnblic  treasure,  which,  ve 
are  told,  has  now  become  "the  eetabliabMl 
policy  of  this  conntry."  The  parents  rf  the 
American  System  are  nnequal  taxatioD  tad  u- 
equal  appropriations;  to  them  it  owes  its  b^: 
and  witbODt  their  sustaining  influence  it  woidd 
be  destined,  after  drafting  oat  a  brief  and  pre- 
oariona  existence,  to  "  pensh  miserably." 

sensible  tnat  this  is  not  the  mtroniiu 
enter  at  large  into  this  deefUf  ii- 
teresting  question..  I  must  reserve  that  ink 
for  another  and  more  suitable  opportunitt.  I 
most  be  permitted,  however,  to  ssy,  that  I  be- 
lieve it  to  be  susceptible  of  the  clesrest  pmet 
that  the  plantation  or  anti-tariff  Stales,  ooouiB- 
ing,  in  round  nnmbera,  four  millions  of  iohtbi- 
tanta,  (only  one-third  of  the  whole  popnlitiaD 
of  the  United  Stat«B,)  contribute,  dirNlJytf 
indirectly,  about  two-thirds  of  ue  reTeout 
whUe  the  tariff  Stateia(coDtainingeightinilli<iDi 
of  inhabitants)  pay  abont  one-third  of  the  tans. 
Sir,  this  opinion  is  fbnnd^  chiefly  np<mlhe 
fact,  that  the  Southern  States  furnish  two-tbirdi 
of  tne  whole  amount  of  the  domestic  exporta  c( 
the  United  States,  thereby  famishing  ue  iiti' 
oles  of  exchange  for  two-thirds  of  all  the  imptf- 
tations  from  foreign  countries.  Neari;  the 
whole  revenue  of  ue  country,  eqnaL  in  round 
nnmbers,  to  twenty-four  millions  of  dollsn  per 
annnm,  is  levied  in  doUes  on  these  foreign 
goods.  Now,  if  we  consume  the  goodi  re- 
ceived in  exchange  for  our  cotton,  rioe,  and  to- 
bacoo,  no  one  wonld  deny  that  we  must  psf 


dbyGoogle 


Hat,  1880.] 

tvo-thirds  of  the  taxes ;  &nd  if  we  do  not  con- 
Bume  them,  then,  I  wontd  ufc,  how  does  it  hap- 
pen that  onr  Nortlieni  brethren  are  enabled  to 
consome  the  fhiila  of  onr  labor  and  capital? 
Two-thirds  of  these'  foreign  goods  of  right  be- 
long to  ns;  and  if  we  get,  as  is  alleged,  bnt 
one-third,  and  onr  Korthem  brethren  obtain 
the  remunder,  sorelj  we  must  he  entitled  to 
Borne  romuneratioD.  "  Well,  (saj  gentlemeo,) 
we  paj  yon  for  these  goods  in  Nur^em  mann- 
EBCtnrea."  Trne,  air;  and  it  is  the  very  bur- 
then of  onr  complaints,  that  we  are  compelled 
to  receive,  in  return  for  onr  cotton,  rice,  and 
tobacco,  shipped  to  Europe,  either  foreign  goods, 
bnrthened  with  duties  of  from  forty  to  a  hun- 
dred per  cent.,  or  domestic  mannfactnrea  pro- 
tected by  these  dnties,  and  charged  with  a  price 
efficient  to  indemnify  the  Northern  mannfac- 
torers  for  all  the  datjes  pud  on  the  futicles  of 
their  consomptioQ.  However  true,  therefore, 
it  may  be  in  goneral,  that  "  the  conannier  pays 
the  dnty,"  it  la  only  true  when  a  man  is  con- 
eidered  simply  in  tus  character  as  a  consumer; 
bnt  when  he  acts  in  the  double  capacity  of  oon- 
mmer  and  mano&ctnrer,  under  a  system  of 
laws  which,  at  the  same  time  that  it  taxes  him 
an  his  consumption,  enables  him  to  re-charge 
the  amount  of  the  tax  in  the  prioe  of  hii  manu- 
Eacturea,  (which  his  cuatomere  are  compelled  to 
bny  at  the  enhanced  cost,)  it  is  obvious  that  he 
may  relieve  himself  entirely  from  the  tax,  by 
throwing  it  upon  others.  If,  nnder  a  law  which 
taxes  a  man  one  dollar,  he  receives  two,  it 
is  clear  that,  instead  of  being  bnrthenad  with  a 
tax,  he  would  receive  a  bonnty.  Under  the 
actual  inwration  of  the  American  System,  I  do 
not  think  there  wonld  be  any  materiu  difference 
between  a  tax  upon  exports  or  upon  imports. 
I  believe  they  would  both  fall  Bobstantially 
npon  the  produoers  of  the  articles  exported, 
theee  being  the  only  medium  of  exchange  for 
our  imports.  That  the  tariff  States,  as  ancb, 
nnder  the  operation  of  the  tariff  laws,  are  fully 
indemnified  for  the  duties  ptud  by  them  on 
fortign  goods,  is  oonclusively  proved  by  the  fact 
that  they  zeuously  support  the  "American  Sys- 
tem," and  are  perpetually  crying  out  for  more 
taxee.  Bnt  how  are  the  .Northern  States  to 
relieve  themselres  from  the  operation  of  this 
aystem  t  There  are  no  persons  to  whom  they 
can  transfer  the  amount  of  duties  imposed  upon 
theim.  They  have  no  protection  in  foreign  mar- 
kets for  their  cotton,  and  are  oompelled  to  re- 
ceive either  the  taxed  or  the  protected  article 
at  the  enhanced  price  secured  to  them  by  the 
tariff  laws.  The  system,  therefore,  operates 
ezcluuvely  to  the  diudrantage  of  the  ezportmg 
States,  while  the  mann&otiuing  States  are  in- 
denmifled  for  their  burthens,  by  reaping  all  the 
benefits  of  the  system. 

UoiTDAT,  Hay  8. 

Judge  Peek. 

A  meamge  having  been  received  from  the 

House  of  Bepresentatives  notifying  that  they 
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had  appointed  Mr.  Bdceuiait,  of  Pennsylvania, 
Ur.  SniBBS,  of  New  York,  Hr.  UoDitppii,  of 
Sonth  Carolina,  Mr.  Si-bsoxb,  of  New  York, 
and  Ur.  Wioklifti,  of  Kentucky,  managers  to 
conduct  the  impeachment  of  James  H.  Pec^ 
Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Uiseonri, 
On  motion  by  l£r.  TAzawau.,  it  was 
Sttclvtd,  That,  at  twelve  o'clock  to-morroir,  the 
Senate  will  resolve  itself  Into  ■  Court  of  Impeach- 
ment, it  whjoh  time  the  following  oalh  or  afflrma- 
tion  shill  be  admiDiitered  by  the  Secretuy  to  the 
President  of  the  Benate,  and  by  him  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  Senate,  vi"- 


of  Uisaouri,  I  will  do  ImparUal  jostice,  accordiDg  to 

Which  Oourt  of  Impeachment  being  thus 
formed,  will,  at  the  time  aforesaid,  receive  the 
managers  appointed  by  the  House  of  Represent- 
atives, to  exhibit  articles  of  impeachment,  in 
the  name  of  themselves  and  of  all  the  people  of 
theUnit«dStat«s,Bgunst  James  H.  Peck,  Judge 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Bistrict  of  Ifissouri,  pursuant  to  notice 
given  to  the  Senate  this  day  by  the  House  of 
Representatives,  that  thej  had  appointed  man- 
agers for  the  purposes  aforesaid;  and  that  the 
Secretary  of  the  Senate  lay  this  resolution  be- 
fore the  HoDse  of  Representatives : 

Jiaelvtd,  That  after  the  Managers  of  the  Im- 
peachment shall  be  introduced  to  the  t>ar  of  the 
Senate,  and  shall  have  mgnifted  that  the^  are  ready 
to  eibibit  articles  of  impeachmeat  against  James 
H.  Feck,  the  Prendent  of  the  Senate  shall  direct 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  make  procbunalion,  who 
shall,  after  making  proclamation,  lepeat  the  follow- 
ing words:  "All  persona  are  commaaded  to  keep 


silence,  on  pain  of  impriionment,  while  the  gruid 
Inqnest  of  Ihe  nation  is  exhibitiag  to  the  Senate  of 
the  United  States  articles  of  impeachment  against 
James  H.  Peck,  Jndge  of  the  Dislrict  Court  of  the 
United  States  tor  Che  District  of  HiKsouri."  After 
which,  the  articles  ahall  be  exliibited,  and  the  Pres- 
ident of  the  Senate  ahall  inform  the  maoagers 
that  the  Senate  will  take  proper  order  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  impeachment,  of  which  due  notice  shall 
be  given  to  the  House  of  Bepresentatives. 


Tubbdat,  Uay  4. 

Tht  Imptaehmmt. 
On  motion  by  Ur.  Tazkwsll,  the  Senate  r»- 
solved  itself  into  a  High  Court  of  Impeachmeut, 
for  the  trial  of  James  H.  Peek,  District  Jndge 
of  Uissonrii  and  the  oath  prescribed  having 
been  administered  to  the  Vice  President,  and 
by  him  to  the  forty-five  Senators  following, 

Uesars.  Adams,  Barnard,  Barton,  Bell,  Bibb, 
Brown,  Burnet,  Chase,  dayton,  Dickenou,  Dudley, 
Ulia,  Foot,  Fomyth,  Frelioghujsec,  Onindy,  Hajue, 
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HeodriclcB,  Holmea,  Iredell,  JohnMon,  Kxat,  King, 
EniKht,  LiTingBtoD,  KeKinley,  McLein,  Hirlu, 
Kaudwo,  Noble,  Robbiiu,  Bowu,  Boggles,  Euiford, 
Sejmonr,  Sild)ee,  Bmith,  of  B.  C,  ^nkgne,  Tmw 
wen,  Troup,  Tflor,  W«biter,  White,  WUlej,  Wood- 

The  maiiBgen  ftpptnnted  bj  the  Hotue  of 

Bepi-«sentatiTes  then  appeared  at  the  bar  of  the 

Senate ;  and,  baviiiR  been  condacted  and  seated 

within  the  bar,  and  the  uBual  proclamation  to 

fceep  ulencfl  bavins  been  made  by  the  8er- 

geant'^Ai'ms,  Mr.  Buosanah,  of  PennsTlvania, 

uieir  onairman,  roeet  and  read  the  following 

article  of  impeaohmeat,  which  had  been  agreed 

to  bj  the  Honae  of  BepresKitativea,  ag^nat 

James  H.  Peck,  District  Jndge  of  the  Uiiited 

States  for  the  District  of  Uiwouri : 

Article  exhibited  b;  the  Hoase  of  BepreseDtatiTea 

of  the  United  States,  In  the  name  ol  themaelTea, 

and  of  all  tbe  people  of  the  United  BCates,  againn 

James  H.  Pet^,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 

the  United  States  for  the  District  of  Hteaouri,  in 

maintenance  and  support  of  their  impeachment 

against  him  for  high  misdetueaaots  In  office. 


That  the  i^d  James  H.  Peok,  Judge  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  Ustrict  of 
Missouri,  at  a  term  of  the  laid  court,  holdeu  at  Bt. 
Loi^  in  the  State  of  HIsaouri,  on  the  fourth  Uon- 
daj  in  December,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty-fire,  did,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  power 
and  authority  Tested  in  the  said  court,  by  the  act 
ofthe  Congress  ofthe  United  States,  entitled  "An 
act  enabling  the  cUmanta  of  lands  within  the  Iii&- 
Its  of  the  Slate  of  Hiaeonri  and  Territory  of  Arkui- 
saa  to  institute  proeeediogi  to  try  the  validity  of 
thrir  cl^nu,"  approved  on  the  twenty-aizth  day  of 
Hay,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-four, 
render  s  fins]  decree  of  the  said  conrt  in  &vor  of 
the  United  Slates,  and  against  the  validity  of  the 
claim  of  the  petitioners,  in  a  certain  matter  or  caose 
depending  in  the  said  court,  under  the  aud  act,  and 
before  that  time  pRuecated  in  the  a^d  court,  be- 


ard, petitioners  against  the  United  States,  prajing 
for  the  confirmation  ot  their  '•Mm ,  under  the  said 
act,  to  certain  lauds  situated  In  the  said  ^te  of 
XisBOari ;  and  the  said  court  did,  thei«afler,  on  the 
thirtieth  day  of  December,  in  the  laid  year,  adjourn 
to  A  again  on  the  third  Honday  tn  April,  one 
thonsand  eight  hundred  and  twenty-mz. 

And  the  said  petitioners  did,  and  at  the  Decem- 
ber term  of  the  said  court,  balden  by  and  before 
the  said  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  as  aforesaid,  in  due 
form  of  law,  under  the  said  act,  i^peat  ag^nst  the 
United  Stales  from  the  jadrment  and  decree  bo 
made  and  entered  in  the  said  matter,  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  Btates ;  of  which  appeal, 
BO  nude  and  Uken  in  the  said  District  Court,  the 
said  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  of  the  said  court,  had 
then  and  there  full  notice.  And  the  said  James  H. 
Peck,  after  the  said  matter  or  cause  had  so  been 
duly  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Btatea,  and  on  or  about  the  thirtieth  day  of  Uarch, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twentj-aix,  did 
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cause  to  be  published,  la  a  certain  public  nea^ 
per,  printed  at  the  city  of  St.  Lonia,  called  "Tba 
Minouri  Republican,"  a  ceitun  eonuDUiiicatign, 
prepared  by  the  said  James  H.  Peck,  purpeniiigio 
be  the  oplidon  of  the  ssld  James  H.  Feck,  as  Jodgt 
of  the  said  court.  In  the  matter  or  canse  afonaud, 
and  purporting  to  set  forth  the  reaaoos  irf  the  Mid 
James  H.  Pec^  as  such  Jadge,  for  the  said  dean ; 
and  that  Lake  Edward  Lawless,  a  dtinn  of  lbs 
United  Btates,  and  an  attorney  and  connaeUnr  U 
law  in  the  said  District  Court,  and  who  had  bMj  tf 
couDsel  for  the  petittoneia  in  the  said  court,  hi  Ite 
matter  aforesaid,  did,  thereafter,  anil  on  or  sIxM 
the  eighth  day  of  April,  one  tiionsand  tight  att- 
dred  and  twenty-rii,  cans*  to  be  psblisbsd  is  a 
certain  other  newqiapBr,  printed  at  tlu  dtj  rf  St 
Louis,  called  >'  The  Mtaaonrl  Advocate  and  St. 
Louis  Enquirer,"  a  certidn  article  signed  "A  Chi- 
sen,"  and  purportiog  to  contain  an  eipoalioaof 
certain  errors  of  doctrine  and  &ct  alleged  ts  In 
contained  in  the  oianlon  of  the  said  Jinea  H.  Fidt, 
as  before  that  time  ao  pnbHabed,  whkh  pabGcalini 
by  the  said  Ltike  Edward  LawleMf  was  to  the  cAd 
following,  via. : 

"Bia: — I  have  read,  with  the  attention  wUd 
thesul^ect  deserves,  the  OEHolon  of  Judge  Feck  «b 
the  chdm  of  the  widow  and  b^ra  of  AnteuM  Soot 
ard,  published  in  the  BepubUcan  of  the  Ibirticlk 
ultimo.  I  observe  that,  although  the  Jnd^  bu 
thought  proper  to  decide  against  the  cUim.  be 
leaves  the  grounds  of  his  decree  open  lor  fntber 
discusdou. 

"Availing  myself^  therefore,  of  this  peminm, 
and  conuderiog  the  opinion  ao  published  to  be  s 
lur  subject  of  eiamination  to  erery  citiian  vba 
feels  himself  interested  in,  or  aggrieved  b^i  il> 
operation,  I  beg  leave  to  point  the  attention  til  llu 
public  to  some  of  the  principal  erraia  which  1  Ihisk 
I  have  discorered  [n  IL  In  d<^iig  bo,  I  shall  cos- 
fine  myself  to  little  more  than  an  euumetadop  o( 
those  erroia,  without  entering  into  any  deDwnBln- 
tiOQ  or  developed  reasoning  on  the  sultject.  Tlil 
would  require  more  space  than  a  newspaper  sllon, 
and,  beaidea,  is  not,  aa  regards  most  of  the  peia^ 
abaolutely  neceesary. 

"Judge  Peck,  in  tUs  o^dnion,  ai 
have  erred  in  the  fallowing  ar 
&ct  aa  of  doctrine : 

"I.  That,  by  the  ordinance  of  17U,  a  aabd^ 
gate  waa  prohibited  from  making  a  grant  la  aaiiiil- 
oration  of  aervlcea  rendered  or  to  be  rendend. 

"  Sd.  That  a  eutMlelegate  in  Lonisiaoa  was  iota 
sub-delegate,  as  contemplated  b;  the  said  ot£- 

"  8d.  That  O'BeiUy'B  regulations,  mads  In  FA- 
rtiary,  1770,  can  be  cotaatdered  a«  demoDStrsiire  « 
the  extent  of  the  granting  power  of  Mther  the  gev- 
emor  general  or  Che  inb-4^gatea,  under  the  [ojbI 
order  of  August,  1790. 

"  4th.  That  the  royal  order  of  August,  1770,  (m 
redted  or  referred  to  In  the  preambb  to  tbe  rtga- 
latlonsofUoralea,  of  July,  1700,)  lelatedeidiw'eT 
to  the  governor  generaL 

"Sth.  That  the  word  'mercedes,'  in  tbe  exB- 
nance  of  1754,  whidi,  in  the  Spamsh  Ungate, 
means  '  gifts,'  can  be  narrowed,  by  any  Ihiag  a 
that  ordiuance,  or  In  any  other  Isw,  to  the  Ides  « 
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"  8th.  Th«t  (ys^j't  KgnlMioDi  irere  In  tbelr 
terma  appUoble,  or  erer  wore  in  fitct  applied  to,  or 
pabliimd  in.  Upper  Looidana. 

"1th.  TbaX  tbe  repiUtioui  of  O'Reilf  btre  an; 
bearing  on  tlie  gimnt  to  Antoitw  Boolard,  or  tliat 
laah  a  grant  wai  oontamplated  bj  them. 

"Stii.  That  the  limitation  to  a  iqnare  leagna, 
of  graDta  ta  new  MtUen  in  Opelooias,  ACtakapai, 
and  Matchitochea,  (in  8th  article  of  0'Beil;r'> 
legnlationa,)  prohihita  a  larger  grant  in  Upper  Iiooi*- 
koa. 

"  9th.  That  the  r^olations  of  the  gOTernor  Ksn- 
Itil,  Oa70so,  dated  Sth  September,  11»T,  entitled 
'  lostnictioni  to  be  obwrredfor  the  admiauon  of 
Dew  eettler*,'  prohibit,  io  fatare,  a  grant  for  ler- 
Ticca,  or  have  the  effect  of  aDiiulllDg  that  to  An- 
toine  Boolard,  which  wia  made  in  I79S,  and  not 
loMted  or  aarrejed  nntil  Febmarj,  1804. 

"lOth.  That  the  oomplate  titles  made  by  OaTOm 


"11th.  Tha(,aHlioaghlbet«gnl»UiMt8ofHorale< 
wen  not  (oomnlnted  aa  law  u  Upper  Loniaiana, 
Ae  giMitee  in  Ae  prindpal  oaaa  waa  bound  bj 
them,  inaanoch  m  be  had  ootioe,  or  muft  be  pre- 
nnwd,  *  from  the  offldal  n&tioa  which  he  held,*  to 
btTe  b*d  notice,  of  their  terms. 

"ISUi.  That  the  regolatioDBof  Koralee 'eiclnde 
ill  belief  that  an;  law  existed  under  which  a  eon- 
Srmation  of  the  title  In  qacetion  oonld  haTS  been 
cUmed.* 

"  ISth.  That  the  complete  titlee  (produced  to  the 
eonrt)  made  b J  the  gOTBTDor geaeral  orlhe  inteadant 
MDeral,  though  based  on  Incomplete  titles,  not  con* 
lormabla  to  the  reRttlMionfl  of  O'iteil;,  Gajow,  or 
Hotalea,  alTord  no  LifisTeiice  in  foror  of  the  power 
of  the  Uenlenant  goTemor,  from  whom  theae  in- 
complete  titlca  emanated,  and  muat  be  conaidcred 
M  uomftloaa  ezerdMa  of  power  la  favor  of  indl- 
Tidual  ennteea. 

"  Kth.  That  th«  lugiuge  of  Horalei  hImMU;  In 
the  complete  Utlee  luued  b;  bim,  on  conoeeaiona 
nude  bj  the  lieutenant  govemor  of  Upper  Louial- 
•na,  anterior  to  tbe  date  of  hie  reFOlalioni,  ought 
not  to  be  referred  to  as  (bmiahiDg  the  conMcticuon 
which  fae,  Horalea,  pat  on  hli  own  reguladona. 

"  IStfa.  That  the  uniform  prACtice  of  (he  anb- 
deleg«tea,  or  Benlenant  goTemor  of  Upper  Loidd- 
aiM,  fr«m  tbe  ftist  estabUahment  of  that  prOTtnca 
(0  the  10th  Uanih,  1804,  is  to  b«  diaregarded  *a 
poof  of  law,  usage,  or  cuatom,  therein. 

"  leth.  That  Uie  historical  &ct,  that  niaeteen- 
twentieths  of  the  titles  to  lauds  in  tipper  Louiaiaua 
ware  not  onlj  incomplete,  but  not  coufbrmable  to 
the  regnlatJooa  of  O'Eeilr,  Garoao,  or  Morales,  at 
tbe  data  of  the  cesdon  to  the  United  States,  affords 
DO  inference  in  Earor  of  the  general  legalitj  of  those 
Utles. 

"  17th.  That  the  fkct,  that  Incomplete  conces- 
dona,  whether  floating  or  located,  were,  prerioas 
to  the  cession,  trested  and  conridered  b;  the  Oot- 
•mment  and  population  of  LouisiaQa  as  property, 
nlable,  transferable,  and  the  subject  of  iijieril- 
anoe  and  distribution  ab  tntMfdfo,  furnishes  no  in- 
ference in  tkroT  of  those  titles,  or  to  tbelr  claim  to 
the  proteGtioaof(be(ieatjofoaaaion,orof  tbelaw 
of  nktlons. 

*■  IBth.  That  the  laws  of  Coagress  heretofore 
paawd  In  favor  of  looomplete  titiM,  furnish  no  ai^ 
gnnwnt  or  protecting  principle  in  ikTOi  of  those 


tlUu  of  ■  predsely  dmHar  character,  which  remain 
onconfiimed. 

"  In  addition  to  the  aboTe,  a  nnmber  of  other 
error*,  eoDsequential  on  thoee  indicated,  might  be 
stated.  Tlie  Judge's  doctrine  as  to  the  fonbitute 
which  he  contends  is  inflicted  bj  Hontles's  regiUa- 
tions,  seems  to  me  to  be  pecnlitrly  pregnant  with 
griSTOus  cDnseqnences.  I  shall,  howeTer,  not  tire 
the  reader  with  anj  further  enumeration,  and  shall 
detain  him  onlj  to  obaerre,  by  way  of  couolnrion, 
that  the  Judee's  recoQeeUon  tf  the  argument  of  the 
eoonsel  fbr  the  petitkuer,  as  delirered  at  the  bar, 
diff^  materlaDy  &om  what  I  can  remember,  who 
also  beard  It.  In  Justice  to  the  eooasel,  I  beg  to 
obserre,  that  all  that  I  hlTe  now  submitted  to  the 
publio,  has  been  suggested  by  that  argument  as 
spoken,  and  by  the  printed  report  of  it,  which  Is 
even  now  before  me.  A  CITIZEN. " 

And  tbe  said  James  H.  Peck,  Judge  as  aforesaid, 
unmindful  of  the  solemn  dutiee  of  his  statioo,  and 
that  be  held  tbe  same,  by  the  constitution  of  the 
United  Btatea,  during  good  behavior  only,  with  in- 


CinKfully  and  uiuustly  to  oppress,  Im- 
son,  ana  otherwise  iqjure  tbe  said  Luke  Edward 
wleaa,  under  color  of  law,  did,  thereafter,  at  a 
term  of  the  said  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Hjssonri,  begun  and  held  at  the 
city  of  Bt  Lonls,  in  the  Stale  of  Missonri,  on  tbe 
thb^  Monday  In  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  twentj-sii,  vbitnrily,  oppresaivelf,  and  uq- 
jostty,  and  nnder  tbe  fnrlher  color  and  preteoce 
that  ttie  said  Luke  Edward  Lawless  was  answerable 
to  the  said  court  for  the  said  publication  signed 
"  A  aUien,"  as  for  a  contempt  thereof.  Institute, 
in  tbe  said  court,  befbre  him,  the  said  James  H. 
Peck,  Judge  as  aforesaid,  certain  proceedings 
agunst  the  said  Luke  Edward  lawless,  in  a  sum- 
man  way,  by  attachment  issued  for  that  purpose 
by  Uie  order  of  the  said  James  H.  Peck,  as  such  Judge, 
against  the  person  of  the  said  Luke  Edward  Law- 
less, touching  the  said  pretended  oontempt,  under 
ind  br  virtue  of  which  said  attachment  the  said 
Luke  Edward  Lawless  was,  on  the  twenty-flist  day 
of  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty- 
ds,  anwrted.  Imprisoned,  and  brought  bito  the  said 
court,  befbre  the  said  Judge,  in  the  custody  of  tbe 
Marshal  of  the  sud  State ;  and  tbe  aaid  James  H. 
Feck,  Judge  as  aforewid,  did,  afterwards,  on  the 
same  day,  under  the  color  and  pretences  aforesud, 
and  with  the  intent  aforesaid.  In  tbe  said  court, 
then  and  there,  ui^ustly,  oppressively,  and  srbi* 
trarily,  order  and  adjudge  that  the  said  Luke 
Edward  Lawless,  for  the  cause  aforesaid,  should  be 
committed  to  prison  for  the  period  of  twenty-four 
hours,  and  that  be  should  be  suspended  from  practis- 
ing as  an  attorney  or  counsellor  at  law  in  tbe  nid 
District  Court  for  the  period  of  eighteen  calendar 
months  from  that  day,  and  ^d  then  and  there 
fiirtber  cause  the  add  nijust  and  oppressive  sen- 
tence to  be  carried  Into  eiecution ;  and  the  said 
Luke  Edward  lAwtess  was,  tmder  color  of  the  said 
■eolence,  and  by  the  order  of  the  said  James  H. 
Peck,  Jud^  as    aforesaid,  thereupon  suspended 
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And  the  Houm  of  Rcpre«enUtite«,  by  protMU- 
UoD,  urlDg  to  themlelTes  the  Ubert;  of  exhibiting, 
■t  tnj  time  hereafter,  anj  further  articles,  or 
other  ucuntieni  or  Impeacbmeat,  agunat  the  tUd 
Jams*  H.  Peck,  \aA  ilso  of  repljiog  to  bil  >D«irera 
which  he  abati  make  unto  the  article  herein  pre- 
ferred agaitift  him,  and  of  oString  proof  to  the 
Mine,  and  ererj  part  thereof!  and  to  all  and  erer* 
other  articles,  accueation,  or  impsBchmeat,  whleb 
shall  be  exhibited  bf  them  aa  the  ease  aliall  require, 
do  demacd  that  the  said  Jamei  H.  Peck  maj  be  put 
to  answer  the  miedemeanorB  bereia  obarFed  against 
bim,  and  tbat  such  proceediaga,  eiaminatioos,  trials, 
•nd  judgments,  maj  be  thereapon  had  and  given, 
%a  ma;  be  agreeable  to  lair  and  jtutlce. 

The  VioE  Prbsidbnt  informed  the  mutAgera 
Uiat  the  Senate  would  take  proper  order  there- 
on, of  which  the  House  of  Representatives 
should  have  dae  notice ;  and  thej  tiien  with- 

Oa  motion  bf  Ur.  Taziwxli,  it  was 

JUtotned,  That  the  Secretary  be  Greeted  to  iasne 
a  ■nDHnoaa,  in  the  usual  form,  to  James  H.  Peak, 
Jodge  of  the  District  Court  of  tbe  United  States  for 
the  Cistriet  of  UisMori,  to  answer  a  certain  article 
of  impeachment  exhibited  agahist  bim  bj  the  House 
of  RepresentatiTes  on  this  1^7;  tbat  tbs  said  aum- 
mooa  be  returnable  here  on  Tuesday  next  the 
elereotb  instant,  and  be  served  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  or  some  per«on  to  be  deputed  bj  him,  at 
least  three  days  before  the  return  day  thereof;  and 
that  tbe  Secretary  communicate  this  resolution  to 
the  QouM  of  RepreieittaliTe*. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Taxkwsll, 

The  court  then  aiiUoomed  to  Toeiday  nest  at 
13  o'clock. 

Fbidat,  Uay  7. 
(iffleert,  (Co,  iff  Ae  SevolMtvm— Virginia  Lint. 

The  blU  for  the  relief  of  the  officers  and  sol- 
diers of  the  Virginia  State  tine  in  the  war  of 
the  Revolution  was  taken  np ;  when 

Hr.  Ttleb  B&id,  that  he  felt  it  to  be  his  dnty 
briefly  to  explain  to  the  Senate  the  grounds  on 
which  he  rested  his  snpport  to  thb  bilL  He 
would  premise  this  explanation  by  stating  that 
Virginia  aaked  notbing  of  the  liberality  or  the 
bounty  of  this  Government,  He  should  make 
no  appeal  to  its  gratitude  in  fiivor  of  those 
whose  descendants  were  interested  in  the  pas- 
sage of  the  measure  now  before  the  Senate.  If 
they  had  no  claim  either  in  justice  or  equity  ; 
M,  in  plainer  words,  they  were  not  entiUed  to 
obtain,  provided  this  Government  was  enable, 
a  decree  or  Judgment  in  a  oonrt  of  law  or 
equity,  for  that  which  is  now  demanded  for 
them,  he  dedred  that  the  biU  might  be  n^eot^d. 
The  General  Assembly  of  the  State,  one  of 
whose  representatives  he  was  on  that  floor,  had 
adopted  certain  resolves  upon  this  snbject,  not 
in  the  character  of  a  supplicant  for  Congres- 
sional bounty,  bnt  from  a  desire  to  fiilfil  her 
engagements  solemnly  entered  into  with  men 
who  had  evinced  their  fidelity  to  her  and  the 
cause  of  American  independ^ioe,  by  long  and 
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ftuthfol  service.  That  State  would  scorn  to  be 
a  suppliant  to  a  Government  whidt  has  no 
power  to  bestow  charity,  or  to  exercise  a  spirit 
of  munificence.  He  had  premised  thoa  nrach, 
not  only  in  Justice  to  his  Stat«,  bot  to  bintMlt 
He  tben  entered  into  an  enwntion  of  the 
sToonds  on  which  the  bill  rested.    The  State  of 

Virginia,  by  sundry  legislative  resolves,  com- 
mencing at  an  early  period  of  the  Revolntiotiary 
war,  had  held  out  Indueementa  to  ber  citizens 
ia  enter  into  the  militair  service.  Amongit 
the  most  prominent  of  wnich  was,  the  promise 
of  land  bounties  to  her  officers  and  soloiera,  n 
well  upon  the  State  as  continental  establish- 
ment. She  was  tben  the  mistress  of  an  exten- 
mve  region ;  and  if  she  had  eontinned  to  retain 
her  sovoreimty  over  it,  no  mnnnur  of  com- 
plaint would  ever  have  been  uttered  agaimt 
her  by  those  who  fought  not  her  battles  only, 
bnt  those  of  the  confederacy.  She  drew  do  du- 
orimination  between  ber  State  and  oontinental 
troops.  Kone  tn  tmth  existed.  The  only 
difference  between  them  was,  a  mere  difference 
aa  to  the  Government  by  whom  they  were  to 
be  pud.  The  service  of  the  State  troops  wu 
ag  trying  and  aa  perilous  as  that  of  the  con- 
tinentals. The  same  fields  were  embmed  with 
their  blood :  and  when  victorj  percbed  on  the 
banner  of  tne  one,  it  alighted  also  on  those  of 
the  other.  In  fulfilment  of  her  plighted  faith,  a 
resolution  was  adopted  by  her  l^islature,  on 
the  19th  of  December,  1778,  appropriating  all 
the  lands  lying  between  Green  River,  thb 
Onmbertand  mountain,  the  North  Carolina  lioc^ 
the  Tennessee  and  Ohio  Rivers,  excliuriTel;  to 
the  purpose  of  saUsfjing  the  claims  to  military 
bounty;  and,  in  1781^he added tbeluids lying 
sooth  of  Tennessee  River,  and  between  the 
Ohio  and  North  Carolina  line  and  tbe  ITisrs- 
sippi.  He  recited  these  facts  to  show  dlstiiHtly 
to  tbe  Senate  tbat  she  bad  ever  considered  the 
claims  of  both  her  lines  as  inseparable  and  no- 
distinguisbable — a  tact  which  it  was  necessary  to 
bear  Mthfiilly  in  mind. 

In  1781  she  adopted  tbe  policy  of  ceding  to 
the  United  States  her  extensive  territory  north- 
west of  the  river  Ohio,  which  bad  been  con- 
Suered  exclusively  by  her  own  arma;  and,  oa 
le  second  day  of  Jannary,  passed  a  resolntkM 
authoridng  her  delegatea  in  Congress  to  make 

'le  cession  on  certain  conditions.     IIere(ltr.T. 

_dd}  the  difflcnlty  appertaining  to  tbia  satgcct 
bad  commenced — a  ditficnlty  which  had  hereto- 
fore prevented  her  from  doing  fall  and  ample 
justice  to  her  gallant  sons.  By  the  resolutioa 
anthorixing  the  eea^oa  (he  would  call  it  the 
power  of  attorney  under  which  her  agents 
acted,)  her  reservation  of  lands  t^pertuned  sa 
wall  to  the  benefit  of  her  State  as  continentai 
troops.  This  was  the  only  authority  with 
which  she  ever  invested  any  one,  in  relatimi  to 
the  lands  ceded. 

Ilere  Hr.  T.  read  ttatti  a  copy  of  the  original 
resolution  the  following  wor^ :  "  That  in  ease 
the  quantity  of  good  lands  on  the  soath  ~~' 
side  of  the  Ohio,  upon  Uie  watera  of  tbe  C 
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berlaad  Rirer,  and  between  the  Qreen  Biver 
ud  the  TePDcanee  River^bich  hare  been  r«- 
Mired  b;  Uw  for  the  VirgiiuA  troops  upon 
continental  eitablwhment,  and  Qpon.  ner  own 
State  esUbUahment,  shoald  (for  the  reasons 
therein  ctaied)  prove  insafficient  for  their  legal 
Imnntiea,  the  defioiency  ehall  be  made  np  to  the 
Mid  troops  in  good  land,  to  be  laid  off  between 
the  rivers  8cioto  and  the  Little  Miami,  on  the 
ntHth  side  of  the  river  Ohio,"  he,  &o.  Ifo  one 
will  doubt  that  her  agents  were  bonnd  bj  their 
podtive  letters  of  instructions  j  and  that  if  the 
deed  varied  in  any  eaaential  particular  from  the 
tenna  of  the  authority  bj  which,  and  by  which 
alone,  it  was  eiecnted,  waiving  the  qnestion 
whether  the  deed  ought  not  be  entirely  avoided 
thereby,  a  court  of  equity  wonld  correct  such 
TariatioD,  and  supply  all  defects.  This  was  the 
fa43t  in  regard  to  tiiis  transaction.  The  deed 
■srigned  recited  the  whole  of  the  conditions 
expressed  in  the  resolution,  tetid^m  verHt^ut 
ooiitted  all  mention  of  the  Btate  troops.  How 
oonld  this  have  arisen !  The  Legislature  of 
Virginia  gave  no  anthoritj  to  any  one,  other 
titan  that  which  he  had  Jost  mentioned.  She 
had  never  contemplated  a  measnre  of  Justice 
for  her  continentals,  which  she  did  not,  at  the 
same  time,  deal  ont  to  her  Btate  troop*.  There 
was  bnt  one  mode  of  acoountins  for  it.  There 
mnat  have  been  an  omission,  either  in  the  copy 
retuted,  or  in  the  recital  of  the  copy.  No  other 
rational  explanation  eonld  he  given.    He  had. 


from  Ur.  Monroe,  who  assisted  in  executing  the 
deed.  He  had  not  been  able,  recently,  to  lay 
his  hand  on  that  docoment,  nor  did  he  esteem 
it  materiaL  The  narrative  into  which  he  had 
Httered  served  folly  to  establish  it.  In  fact,  the 
joornola  of  Congress,  of  178S,  showed  bow 
(he  mistake  had  originated.  A  committee  was 
^tpointed  to  coonder  of  the  tenna  of  cesnon, 
and  to  report  thereon ;  and  they  undertook,  in 
tb^  report,  to  set  forth,  in  the  very  words  of 
each,  the  various  conditions  on  which  Virginia 
bad  proposed  to  make  the  cession.  The  fifth 
eondition  was  that  appertaining  to  this  subject ; 
and  ia  the  recitd  of  that,  the  error  was  com- 
mitted which  ran  into  the  deed  afterwards. 
Ttut  committee  hod  the  resolution  of  the  Gen- 
«ral  Assembly  before  them ;  and  it  is  not  to  be 
credited-  for  a  moment,  that  they  intentionally 
recited  olsdy  ita  terms.  It  is  much  more  cred- 
itable and  Just  towards  that  committee  to  as- 
cribe the  omission  to  a  mere  overught.  If  he 
was  risfat  in  this,  it  followed  that  the  State 
troops  nad  a  fnll  right  to  enter  opon  the  re- 
served lands  northweat  of  the  river  Ohio,  in 
order  to  locate  their  warrants.  The  lands  ro- 
•erved  in  Kentackr  had  proved  insufficient, 
from  two  causes.  First,  in  running  the  diviaioD 
line  between  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  the  ter- 
ritory of  Tennessee  had  encroached  consider- 
ably on  those  reserved  lands ;  and,  secondly,  a 
portion  of  that  tract  of  country  was  inhabited 
by  the  Ohiokaaaw  tribe  of  ludiaaa,  up  to  1816, 


when  a  trea^  was  negotiated  with  tbem ; 
whereupon,  Kentucky  claimed  exclusive  Jnris- 
diotion  over  the  country,  and  forbade  the  loca* 
tion  of  the  military  warrants.  In  the  mean 
time,  the  Btate  troops  were  not,  and  have  not, 
at  any  time,  been  permitted  to  avail  themselves 
of  the  reservation  on  the  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  and  now  the  permission  to  do  so  wonld 

ime  too  late. 

The  continental  troops  have  taken  up  all  the 
undisputed  land,  of  any  valne,  cont^ed  in  that 
reservation ;  and,  by  reason  of  a  mbtake  in 
lins  the  first  lionndary  line,  the  United 
States  nave  sold  a  large  portion  of  wliat  prop- 
erly fell  within  that  reservation.  Thus  it  is 
that  many  of  the  Btate  troops  have  never  been 
satisfied  in  their  Just  demands.  Not  by  any 
fault  on  the  part  of  VlrginiiL,  but  from  acci- 
dental drcumstances,  over  which  she  had  no 
control.  There  remains  now  within  the  re- 
served territory  no  lauds  which  wonld  remu- 
nerate the  labor  and  expense  of  location.  The 
Government  itself  has  sold  a  large  portion  of 
them ;  and,  so  far  as  a  deficiency  is  produced 
from  that  cause,  no  one  can  doubt  but  that  the 
United  States  are  bound  to  make  it  good.  But 
if  the  reservation,  the  interposition  of  this  Gov- 
ernment apart,  bad  proved  deficient,  this  Gov- 
ernment ought  to  make  it  good.  It  paid  down 
no  valuable  consideration  for  that  extensive  do- 
main. It  received  it  oa  a  gratotity.  If  the  res- 
ervation had  eioeeded  ^e  demands  of  the 
officers  and  soldiers,  all  the  smplus  would  have 
belonged  to  this  Government.  Bnrely  the  rule 
should  work  both  waya.  If  you  would  take 
the  surplus,  if  any,  yon  ought  to  supply  the  de- 
ficiencies, if  any. 

But  these  clidms  rested  upon  another  ground, 
which  he  considered  equally  strong.  The  con- 
tract with  the  soldier  created  on  his  behalf  a 
lien  on  all  the  unlocated  lands  held  by  Virginia 
at  the  time  of  entering  into  that  contract.  The 
whole  northwestern  territory  was  subject  to  hia 
claim.  Virginia  could  not  make  void  that  lien. 
This  Government,  therefore,  must  have  been 
subject  to  it,  since  it  was  prior,  in  point  of  time, 
to  the  deed  of  cession.  In  a  court  of  justice, 
in  a  cose  between  individuals,  be  apprehended 
that  but  one  Jodgment  could  be  pronounced  in 
tills  matter;  and  he  trusted  that  the  Senate 
would  not  hesitate  in  fulfilling  the  demands  of 
Jnstice.  No  deep  concern  neal  be  felt  as  to  the 
amount  of  these  unsatisfied  warrants.  He  wag 
in  posseanon  of  a  document  which  enabled  him 
to  arrive  with  something  like  accuracy  at  the 
qoantity  of  land.  It  was  a  statement  of  the 
Register  of  the  Land  Offioe,  ftom  which  the 
warrants  had  issued,  fbmished  in  1822.  There 
issued  to  the  State  troops,  prior  to  the  year 
1703,  warrants,  amonnting  in  alt  to  one  million 
one  hundred  and  forty  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eighty -three  and  two-thirds  acres;  and  be- 
tween 1703  and  1S26,  others  amounting  to 
thirty'^even  thousand  four  hundred  and  nine 
and  one-third  acres ;  making  in  all  one  milUoa 
one  hundred  and  seventy-aeven  thousand  nine 
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hundred  and  aJnHj-HkrM  aorea.  Of  these,  one 
million  thirty-one  thousand  one  hnndred  and 
thirtj-foDr  and  two-thirda  Mree  were  located ; 
leaving  of  nnsatiBfied  warrants,  one  hnndred  and 
forty-Hiz  thonsand  eight  handled  and  fifty-dght 
and  one-third  acres.  Borne  small  additioa  has, 
no  doubt,  been  made  mnce ;  hnt  vhen  it  Is  seen 
that,  in  thirty  jeara,  warrants  ooyering  bnt 
thirty-seren  thonaand  four  hundred  and  nine 
and  ouo-tbird  acres  have  been  issued,  it  may 
justly  be  inferred  that  those  which  have  been  is- 
sned  since  are  of  inoonriderable  amount.  "Wben 
it  is  recollected  that  the  Congress,  but;  two 
years  ago,  appropriated  one  million  of  sores  in 
aid  of  the  Ohio  Oanal,  and  is  engaged  almost 
daily  in  making  exteniive  grants  to  other  ob- 
jects, he  conla  not  perauiwe  himself  that  it 
would  hesitate  to  pass  this  bill,  in  folfilment  of 
anch  a  purpose  as  that  which  it  proposed  to 
accomplish. 

Ur.  Kmoar  ssJd  he  rose  to  obtun  informs- 
tion  on  the  sulject  under  coosidoration,  and  to 
ask  the  Senator  trom  Virginia  whether  a  reser- 
vaUon  was  made  in  the  deed  of  cession  in  faror 
of  the  State  troops,  and  whetier  they  were 
placed  on  a  footing  with  the  Yirainia  continen- 
tal troops,  in  regi^  to  the  land  or  location  of 
the  military  warrants.  He  understood  no  reser- 
vation was  made  in  the  deed  of  ccsfflon  in  favor 
of  the  State  troops.  Then  why  should  be  given 
to  the  State  troops  of  Virginia  more  than  is 
given  to  other  State  troopat  Other  States 
had  troops  who  were  also  fonnd  valiantly  con- 
tending by  the  side  of  the  continental  troops, 
and  who  have  applied  here  for  ^d,  in  the  form 
of  pensions,  out  of  the  common  fond,  and  they 
have  been  refused.  They  have  been  told  to 
go  to  the  States  for  oompensation ;  that  they 
were  Stjite  troops,  and,  therefore,  the  State 
must  pay  them. 

Sir,  it  was  stated  that  a  reservation  of  lands 
was  made  for  the  troops  of  Vii^ia,  west  of 
the  Ohio,  between  the  Uisnii  and  Bcioto,  and 
that  the  United  SUtea  had  interposed,  and  sold 
a  part  of  the  land  reserved.  It  is  conceived 
that  the  United  States  could  not  sell  these  lands 
to  the  prejudice  of  these  claims.  If  Virginia 
made  the  reservation,  she  will  hold  them  not- 
withstanding these  sales.  The  Virginia  State 
troops  have  no  right,  either  in  justice  or  equity, 
to  more  than  the  troops  of  other  States ;  and  if 
the  gentleman  would  consent  to  amend  the  bill 
io  as  to  include  all  the  State  troops,  he  wonld 
vote  for  it ;  but  to  give  these  lands  to  the  Vir- 
ginia troops  alone,  wonld  be  doing  more  than 
the  Senate  had  bften  willing  to  do  for  others. 
Why  should  be  given  to  the  State  troops  of 
Yirpnia  that  which  is  held  tram  otherat 

Sir,  it  is  said  that  It  was  intended  to  have  in- 
cluded the  reservation  for  the  State  tro^  as 
well  as  those  on  the  continental  line.  Was  It 
eo  ioaa  by  the  deed  of  oearicn  t  It  is  not 
pretended.  Ko,  sir,  it  waa  not.  Did  no 
other  States  moke  cessions  to  this  Government 
but  Yirginial  Sir,  the  United  States  ceded 
what  they  had ;  they  ceded  rerenne,  yirginia 


ceded  lands.  The  revenue,  it  is  believed,  tI 
amount  to  as  much  as  these  lands;  and  if  th* 
revenue  be  given  back,  oompenaation  will  uol 
be  asked  for  the  State  troops.  We  then  should 
be  able  to  reward  them  ourselves  -,  bnt  to  gin 
to  Virginia  troops  alone,  is  doing  more  thsa  b 
required,  in  my  opinion.  I  have  not  looked  it 
the  deed  of  cession,  nor  the  conditions  in  which 
the  cession  was  mode ;  but  I  have  nndsrstocd 
that  the  continental  troops  only  were  protidtd 
for  by  that  instrnment. 

Ur.  Sun  moved  to  amend  the  hill,  to  tb* 
seventh  line,  by  inserting,  between  the  votis 
"  any  "  and  "  unappropriated  "  the  word  "mi- 
settled."  (The  ^ect  of  the  amendment  rtt 
intended  to  restrict  the  locatdons  of  Viijims 
land  warrants  to  public  lands  unappnq>nsltd 
and  unsettled:  which  amendment  was  sgrwd 
to.l 

Heesrs.  Nobu  and  HmrsBion  opposed  &» 
location  of  these  land  wairants  in  Indttnt; 
not  because  of  any  hostility  to  the  principle?  of 
the  bill— those  they  did  not  <nie»tion— but  tbej 
objected  bo  their  location  in  In^ana,  ia  coom- 
quence  of  the  difBcultiea  which  grew  ont  oT  I 
former  mmilar  bill,  for  the  relief  of  the  "  Cui- 
dian  volunteers."  They  feared  that  Binulir 
dissatisfaction  and  oonfunon  would  sriae  nidtr 
the  proviuons  of  the  present  bill ;  snd  wonU, 
therefore^  move  that  it  be  amended  by  ttrikiiig 
ont  "Indiana." 

Ur.  Eauk  then  said,  that  so  far  from  its  be- 
ing an  objection  to  him  that  any  of  thfse  loci- 
tions  should  be  made  in  hia  own  State,  he  vu 
decidedly  in  faror  of  them.  He  believed  Ihit, 
in  expressing  his  own  sentimenta,  he  did  tbc«e 
of  his  constituents,  whose  interests  wodd  be 
promoted  by  emtgration  to  the  State. 

Ur.  Bkntok  Bud  that  the  persons  who  vers 
interested  \n  these  claims  lived  m  diflerat 
States,  some  of  them  in  Uissonri ;  and  be  bid 
letters  requesting  him  to  get  leave  to  locale  ia 
that  State.  He  had  no  objection  to  it.  He 
would  be  willing  that  the  whole  qoantitj  shonM 
be  located  in  UiasonrL  It  would  inereaM  tk 
settlement  and  cultivation  of  the  State,  u^ 
augment  the  number  of  tax-payen.  Th«e 
were  deeirable  things  in  a  new  State.  Even  ■ 
non-resident  proprietor  was  a  more  prolilihli 
landholder  to  the  State  than  the  Federal  Gar- 
emment;  for  such  proprietors  paid  taxes,  «hidi 
the  Federal  Government  did  not. 

He  should  make  no  motion  to  amend  the  bin 
by  enlarpng  the  sphero  for  the  location  of  tbs 
warrants ;  he  left  it  la  the  Senatois  bom  ^u- 
ginia,  who  had  charge  of  the  bill,  to  coadnA  it 
as  they  pleased.  He  wonld  vote  for  it  ia  uf 
shape,  either  oonflned  to  the  territoiy  whidi 
Virginia  fonnerly  ceded  to  the  Federal  Gonn- 
ment,  or  extended  to  the  whole  body  of  ">• 
public  landa.  Upon  the  United  States  he  «■- 
ceived  the  obligation  to  be  the  asmes  to  V"^ 
land  for  the  satisfaction  of  the  wama« 
whether  it  was  requeated  hi  one  plaM  or  a 
anoUier.  To  the  hiJdera  of  the  warr«ili,^ho 
were  now  the  children  and  grandchildren  « toe 


dbyGoogle 


DBBATBS  07  CONGRESS. 


Mat,  1880.] 


J2aAuC»m  ^  Diaii  on  lia,  Ceftt,  and  SJt 


officers  aod  soldien  of  the  BeTolation,  and  who 
ir«re  dupened  through  tuaaj  StatM,  it  would 
be  more  convenient  to  have  leave  to  locate  in 
other  States  beeidea  those  mentioned  in  the 
biU.  Donbtleaa  we  flh«U  have  applications  next 
winter,  if  the  bill  pawes  as  drawn,  for  leave  to 
locate  «laewhere,  and  I  ahall  be  for  granting  it. 
The  ool  J  reason  that  the  8enat«ra  from  Virginia 
hare  giTen  for  oonfining  the  locatiooa  to  the 
land  which  Virginia  formerlj  owned,  is  the 
differenoe  between  strict  right  and  eqnit; ;  thoj 
eontcod  for  a  strict  right  to  locate  on  the  old 
H(»lbweBtem  Territory;  and,  on  thia  there 
■pomi  to  be  reason ;  bnt  it  is  the  samo  to  the 
Federal  Oovemment  to  pa^  ont  of  a&j  pcfftion 
of  her  lands. 

Heasra.  Tazbwxu.  and  Bubsxt  MTeraUj  op- 
poaed  the  motion  of  ib.  Hkhdbioks  ;  whidt,  on 
the  qnealion  being  taken,  waa  r^eoted. 

The  bill  waa  ordered  to  be  engroaaed  b^  the 
f idlowiiig  rote : 

Tsu. — Heam.  Adsmi^  Bunard,  Baiton,  Benton, 
Ubb,  Brown,  Burnet,  Obue,  Clapton,  IHoketson, 
Ellia,  Foot,  FanyUi,  FrelinghajieQ,  Gnndj,  Hajna, 
Eolmaa,  Indtll,  Johiwlon,  Eine,  King,  Livingston, 
UcKiiUey,  MaLwn,  Marks,  NmilalD,  Bowuk,  8ui- 
Ibrd,  Sejinoar,  Bilibee,  Smith,  of  Bouth  GaroUoa, 
Spn^ne,  Tuewell,  Troup,  Tyler,  Webtter,  White, 
WOIey,  TTootlbiaT— 89. 

Vats. — Meana.  Hendrioki,  Knight,  Noble,  Bog- 


TimD^T,  Uar  11. 
Tia,  Coffet^  a^  SiAt. 

The  bill  "  to  redace  the  duties  on  eoflbe,  t«a, 
and  oocoa,"  was,  on  motion  bj  Mr.  BiLann, 
eonridered  in  Committee  of  the  Wholes  with 
the  amendments  reported  thneU  bj  the  Oom- 
nattee  on  Finance;  and  the  first  amendment 
being  in  part  agreed  to, 

On  the  qaestion  to  agree  to  tliB  second 
amendment,  aa  following: 

Section  1,  line  eight,  after  the  word  "  more," 
insert.  And  from  and  after  the  thirty-first  d^ 
of  December,  1S80,  the  dnty  on  salt  shall  be 
toi  cents  for  every  fiitj-flix  ponnds  and  no  more 
—it  waa  rejected,  20  to  36. 

[The  fallowing  remarks  of  Ur.  Bdttok  in 
eooneotion  with  this  bill,  are  all  that  have  been 
preaerred.] 

Ur.  Bkntos  commenced  his  speech,  br  say- 
ins  that  he  was  no  advocate  for  unprofitable 
debate,  and  had  no  ambition  to  add  his  name 
to  the  catali^ine  of  barren  orators ;  bat  that 
there  were  caaea  in  which  speaking  did  good ; 
cases  in  which  moderate  abilities  prodaced 
great  results ;  and  he  believed  the  qaestion  of 
repealing  the  salt  tax  to  be  one  of  those  oasea. 
It  had  certainlr  been  so  in  England.  There 
the  salt  tax  had  been  overthrown  bj  the  labors 
of  plain  men,  nnder  cirooniBtances  much  more 
milaTorable  to  their  ondertaking  than  exist 
here.  The  English  salt  tax  had  continued  one 
hundred  and  flfl;  yean.    It  waa  oberiahed  by 


a  half  aterling  of  revenue ;  it  was  defended  by 
the  domestic  salt  tnakera,  to  whom  it  gave  a 
monopir  of  the  home  market ;  it  waa  conae- 
craled  by  time,  having  enbaiBted  for  five  gen- 
erations ;  it  was  fortified  by  the  habits  of  the 
people,  who  were  bom,  and  had  grown  gray, 
nnder  it;  and  it  waa  sanctioned  by  the  neoea- 
sities  of  the  State,  which  required  every  re- 
sooroe  of  rigorous  taxation.  Yet  it  was  over- 
thrown; and  the  overthrow  was  effected  l^ 
two  debates,  conducted,  not  by  the  orston 
whose  renown  has  filled  ttie  world — not  by 


— Ur.  dalcraft,  Ur.  Cnrwen,  ai 
Mr.  Egerton.  These  patriotic  members  of  the 
British  Parliament  oommenoed  the  war  upon 
the  British  salt  tax  in  1817,  and  finished  it  in 
1933.  They  oommenoed  with  the  omens  and 
anspioes  all  against  them,  and  ended  with  com- 


They  abolished  the  aalt  tax  « 


all  compromises  when  they  had  got  t 
veraarieH  half  vanqniahed,  and  carrying  their 
appeals  home  to  uie  people,  until  they  had 
roused  a  spirit  before  which  the  ministry  quail- 
ed, the  monopolizera  trembled,  the  Parliament 
gave  way,  and  the  tax  fell  This  example  to 
encouraging ;  it  is  ftdl  of  oonaolation  and  (J 
hope ;  it  shows  what  seal  and  perseverance  can 
do  in  a  good  canse ;  it  diows  that  the  cause  of 
buth  and  jostioe  is  triomphant  when  its  advo- 
eatea  are  bold  and  fldthfoL  It  leads  to  the  con- 
viction that  the  American  aalt  tax  will  fall  aa 
the  British  tax  did,  as  aoon  as  the  people  shall 
see  that  its  continnanoe  Is  a  burden  to  them, 
without  adequate  advanta^  to  the  Govern- 
ment, and  that  ita  repeal  is  m  thmr  own  hands. 
The  enormoQB  amount  of  the  tax  waa  the 
flnt  point  to  which  Ur.  B.  would  direct  his  at- 
tention. He  said  it  was  near  three  hundred 
per  cent,  upon  Liverpool  blown,  and  four  hon- 
dred  per  cent,  upon  alum  salt ;  but  as  the  Liv- 
erpool was  a  very  inferior  salt,  and  not  much 
used  in  the  West,  be  would  confine  his  otiser- 
vations  to  the  salt  of  Portngal  and  the  West 
Indies,  called  b;  the  general  name  of  alum. 
The  import  price  of  tbia  salt  was  from  eight  to 
nine  cents  a  bushel  of  fifty-six  poanda  each,  and 
the  duty  upon  that  bushel  waa  twenty  cents. 
Here  was  a  tax  of  npwarda  of  two  hundred  per 
cent  Then  the  merchant  had  his  profit  upon 
the  duty  aa  well  as  the  cost  of  the  article ;  and 
when  it  went  through  the  hands  of  several 
merohauts  before  it  got  to  the  consumer,  each 
had  his  profit  upon  it;    end  whenever  this 

Srofit  amoanted  to  fifty  per  cent,  upon  the 
ttty,  it  was  upwards  of  one  hundred  per  cent 
upon  the  salt.  Then,  the  tariff  laws  have  de- 
prived the  consumer  of  thirty-four  pounds  ii 


of  a  measured  budiel  of  alum  salt  is  eighty-four 
poanda;  hut  the  British  tariff  laws,  for  the 
sake  of  multiplying  the  bushels,  and  increaaiDg 
the  produota  of  the  tax,  substituted  weight  for 
measnre ;  and  our  tariff  laws  copied  after  them, 
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&Dd  adopted  their  aUndkrd  of  fifty-aix  ponndB 
U)  the  boshel. 

[Here  General  Smith,  of  HaryUnd,  rose,  and 
Btii  that  be  b»d  led  the  Senator  from  Hiwonri 
into  an  error,  in  tailing  him,  some  time  back, 
that  the  irei^t  of  alum  salt  was  eightj-fonr 
poonda,  SaMeqnent  reflection  had  shown  him 
that  it  was  below  eighty.) 

Ur.  B.  reenmed  nia  apeeob.  He  aaid,  the 
Senatw  from  Uarjlaod  was  not  so  far  wrong  In 
his  first  information  u  be  msposed ;  that  be 
Qir.  B.)  was  informed  from  otW  sonroes  that 
Turk's  Island  salt  WMgbed  abo7e  eif^tj  pounds ; 
and  be  had  a  rmort  befiH«  him  of  a  Oommittee 
of  the  British  House  of  Oonunom,  made  in 
1817,  by  Mr.  Oaleraft,  the  chidrman  of  the  com- 
mittee, in  which  the  weight  of  the  beat  Bay  of 
Biscay  salt  la  stated  at  eighty-four  pounds. 
But  let  OS  aaaome  the  weight  at  eighty  ponnds ; 
and  at  this  weight  it  is  incontestable  that  the 
tariff  laws  have  been  the  means  of  defranding 
the  consumer  of  tbirtj  pounds  in  the  bnsbeL 
For  these  laws  reduce  the  bushel  to  fifty-nx 
pounds  {  and  the  retail  merchant,  and  ult  man- 
obotarer,  improTing  apoa  this  hmt,  have  made 
a  fbrther  reduotion  of  six  pounds,  and  reduoed 
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the  bushel  to  fifty.   This  U  a  loss  o£  three  parte 

*~    -■  <-'  neariy  one-half— and  making 

rly  <me  hundred  p«r  cent.  more. 


In  right— T«ry  i 


the 


the  salt  coat  nearly  <me  hundred  Mr  ..    ..    

Putting  ell  thie  together— the  duty,  the  mer- 
ohant's  profit  upon  that  duty,  and  tbe  loas  in 
the  bnabel — and  the  duty  on  aimn  salt  is  shown 
to  be  near  four  hundred  per  o«nt ;  in  other 
words,  the  tax  is  four  times  the  value  of  tbe 
article,  and  nukes  it  cost  tbe  consumer  four 
times  as  mncb  as  it  would  cost  him  without 
the  tax.  This  is  a  cruel  oppreaaon  npon  tbe 
people;  one  which  th^  ou^t  not  to  bear 
witiiout  neoessity,  snd  which  there  is  no  neoe»- 
nty,  aa  shall  be  folly  shown,  for  bearing  any 

B.  entered  into  ftatistjoal  details,  to  show 
.^regate  amount  of  this  tax,  wbieh  he 
stated  to  ne  eoMmoos,  and  contrary  to  every 
prindide  ot  taxation,  even  if  taxes  were  so  ne- 
oessary  to  Justi^  the  taxing  of  salt  He  stated 
the  lmportati(Ni  d  forugn  salt,  in  16S0,  at  six 
millions  of  bushels,  round  numbers ;  tbe  vslne 
of  seven  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  dollars, 
and  tbe  tax  at  twraty  cents  a  bushel,  one  mil- 
lion two  hundred  thousand  dollars ;  the  mer- 
ohant'g  profit  upon  that  dnty  at  fif^  per  oent. 
is  six  hundred  uiousand  dollars :  and  the  seoret 
or  bidden  tax,  in  the  sbi^  of  nlae  wei^t  for 
true  measure,  at  the  rate  of  thir^  poimda  in 
the  bnshel,  was  four  hundred  and  nfty  thou- 
sand doBan.  Here^  then.  Is  taxation  to  the 
amount  of  about  two  millions  and  a  quarter  of 
dollars,  upon  an  article  oostmg  seven  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  that  article  one 
of  prime  neoessitr  and  universal  nse,  ranking, 
next  after  bread,  in  the  catalogue  of  articles  for 
human  subristenoe. 

The  distribution  of  this  enormous  tax  upon 
the  different  sections  of  the  Union,  waa  the 
next  ol^eot  of  Ur.  B.'i  inquiry;  ud,  for  tills 


purpose,  be  viewed  tbe  Union   under  thne 

r;  divisions-^e  northeast,  the  soath,  ind 
west  To  the  northesst,  and  eqieciillf 
to  some  parts  of  it,  be  oonmdered  the  silt  Ui 
to  be  no  burden,  but  rather  a  benefit  snd  moiMj- 
making  business.  The  fishing  sUowances  ud 
bounties  prodnoed  this  effecL  In  oonadet- 
tion  of  the  salt  dn^,  the  onrera  and  eipoii«n 
of  fiah  are  allowed  money  out  ot  the  Ttcubit, 
to  tbe  amount  ss  it  was  intended,  of  tlis  r^ 
duty  paid  by  them ;  hot  it  haa  been  proved  l« 
be  twice  as  much.  The  annual  allowum  ii 
about  two  hnndred  and  fiflr  thousand  doUv^ 
and  the  amregate  drawn  from  the  ^tssmy 
mnoe  the  first  imporitlon  of  tiw  salt  duty  it 
1789,  is  shown  by  the  Treasury  returns  to  1m 
five  millions  of  dollan.  Hach  of  this  is  dnvn 
by  ondue  mesns,  as  is  shown  by  the  report  of 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treaenry,  at  the  am- 
menoement  of  tbe  prearait  seseion,  page  ^it 
of  tiie  annual  report  on  tbe  finances.  1m 
Northeast  makee  much  salt  at  home,  and  dudy 
by  solar  ev^ioration,  which  fits  it  for  cnriDg 
fish  and  provisions.  Knch  of  it  is  pravM, 
by  the  retiims  of  the  eslt  makers^  to  be  utd  is 
the  flsheriee,  while  the  fishcoiee  are  dnviK 
money  frtMu  the  Treasury  noder  the  laws  wUa 
intended  to  indemnify  them  for  the  dn^  ^ 
on  foreign  salt  To  this  section  of  the  Ducn, 
then,  the  salt  tax  Is  not  felt  ss  a  burden. 

Let  ns  proceed  to  the  South.  In  this  wcliOD 
there  are  but  few  salt  works,  and  no  boanliN 
or  allowances,  as  there  are  no  fisberiM.  "0* 
consumers  are  thrown  almost  entirely  npon  tbe 
foreign  snpply,  and  chiefly  nse  the  UvenxMl 
blown.  The  import  prioe  of  this  is  about  Mmb 
cents  a  boshet ;  the  weight  snd  strength  sit  ba 
than  that  of  alum  sslt ;  and  the  tax  falls  bcanlf 
and  directly  upon  the  people,  to  the  wbiM 
amount  of  their  oonsumption.  It  is  a  Iwiiy 
hnrthen  np<ai  the  South. 

The  West  is  the  last  section  to  be  viswd, 
and  it  will  be  found  to  be  tbe  true  sect  rf  Um 
most  o^rearive  (^erations  of  the  salt  tax.  Tbe 
domeetio  supply  is  tugh  in  price,  defident  is 
quantity,  and  altogether  unfit  for  one  of  lt>* 
greatest  purpoMs  for  which  salt  is  there  wssUd 
— curing  provisions  for  exportation.  A  tbrHfl 
snpply  IS  indispensable,  and  alum  s^t  it  us 
kind  used.  The  import  price  of  this  kind,  frin 
tbe  West  Indies,  is  nine  cents  a  buibelj  b^ 
Fortagal,  eight  oente  a  busheL  AtthcMpriMi, 
the  West  could  be  supplied  with  this  aslt  it 
New  Orleans,  if  the  duty  wss  abolidied;  but, 
in  oonsequenoe  of  tbe  dntf,  it  costs  thirty-M^v 
and  a  half  oenta  per  bushel  there,  b«ii«  ^^ 
timee  the  import  prloe  of  tbe  article,  and  h^ 
enty^ve  cents  per  bnsbal  at  Lonisrillt  *» 
other  oentral  parte  of  the  valley  of  the  !(>»' 
dppL  This  enonnons  price,  riaolved  •"'*'* 
component  parts,  is  thni  made  up  ■  I.  W>' 
or  nine  oente  a  bnahel  for  tbe  salt.  S.  TmUf 
cente  for  duty.  8.  Eight  or  ten  owits  for  mo- 
chant's  profit  at  New  Orlesns.  4.  8iit*«  « 
seventeen  oente  for  fSreight  to  LooisvOls.  *■ 
Fifteen  or  twenty  oeaU  for  the  Moood  ■>*■ 
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ebmnt's  profit  who  oonnts  hia  per  centoin  on  his 
wbole  outla;.  In  all,  sbont  sevent^-Qve  cents 
for  &  boahel  of  fifty  poiinils,  which,  if  there  was 
no  doty,  and  the  tariff  recnlationa  of  weight  for 
measure  abolished,  would  be  boDEht  in  Ifew 
Orleans  b;  the  measared  bushel  of  eighty 
pounds  weight,  for  eight  or  nine  cents,  and 
wonld  be  bronght  ap  the  river,  by  steamboata, 
at  the  rate  of  thirty-three  and  a  third  cents  per 
hnndred  wdght.  It  thus  ^ipears  thAt  the  salt 
tax  &lls  heavieBt  npon  the  west  It  is  an  error 
to  snppoee  that  the  Bontb  is  the  greateat  anf- 
ferer.  The  Weet  wants  it  for  every  purpose 
the  Sonth  doea,  and  two  great  purposes  beaidea 
— cnrlog  provision  for  export,  and  salting  stock. 
The  West  uses  alnm  aalt,  ajid  on  this  the  dnty 
Is  heaviast,  because  the  price  is  lower,  and 
the  wdght  Kreater.  Twenty  cents  on  salt, 
irhioh  costs  ^ht  or  nine  cents  a  bnshe],  is  a 
mneli  heavier  dnty  than  on  that  which  costs 
fifteen  cents;  and  &en  the  deception  in  the 
nbstitntion  of  weight  for  measore  Is  much 
gTeat«r  In  alnm  s^t,  which  weighs  so  mnch 
more  than  the  Liverpool  blown-  Like  the 
South,  tbe  West  receives  no  bonaties  or  allow- 
ances on  account  of  the  salt  duties.  This  may 
be  bir  in  the  South,  where  the  im^rted  salt 
ia  not  re-en>orted  upon  fish  or  provisions ;  but 
It  ia  unMr  in  the  West,  where  the  exportation 
orbed^  pork,  baoon,  cheese,  and  butter,  is  pro- 
digiona,  and  the  foreign  salt  re-exported  npon 
the  whole  of  it. 

Ur,  B.  then  aipied,  with  great  warmth,  that 
ib/b  tirovinon  onrers  and  exporters  were  entitled 
to  the  same  bonntiea  and  allowances  with  the 
exporters  of  fish.  The  claiiuB  of  each  re8t«d 
upon  the  sane  principle,  and  npon  the  principle 
<rf  all  drawbacks— that  of  a  reimbursement  of 
the  dnty  which  was  pud  on  the  imported  salt 
when  re-oxport«d  on  flah  and  proviaiona.  The 
■ame  principle  covers  the  beef  and  pork  of  the 
fkrmer,  which  covers  the  fish  of  the  fisherman ; 
■id  anch  was  the  law  in  the  beginning.  The 
fint  act  of  Oongreas,  In  the  year  1TS9,  which 
Impoaed  a  dnty  npon  salt,  allowed  a  bounty,  in 
Hen  of  a  drawback,  on  b^f  and  pork  exported, 
■a  wdl  as  fish.  The  bounty  was  the  same  in 
aadi  case ;  it  was  five  cents  a  qnintal  on  dried 
flab,  five  cents  a  barrel  on  pickled  fleb,  and  five 
Mibeef  and  pork.  As  the  dnty  on  aolt  waa  iu- 
ereaaed,  the  bounties  and  allowances  were  in- 
ereaied  also.  Elab  and  salted  beef  and  pork 
fived  alike  for  Uie  first  twenty  years.  They 
lived  al^e  till  the  revival  of  tbe  aalt  tax  at  the 
oommtocement  of  the  late  war.  Then  they 
parted  company ;  bounties  and  allowances  were 
oontianed  to  the  fisheries,  and  dropped  on  beef 
and  pork ;  and  this  has  been  the  case  ever  since. 
The  exporters  of  fish  are  now  drawing  at  the 
rate  of  two  hondred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars 
per  annum,  as  a  reimbnrsement  for  their  salt 
tax ;  while  exporters  of  provisiona  draw  noth- 
ing. The  aggregate  of  the  fishing  bounties  and 
^owancea,  actually  drawn  &om  the  Treasury, 
^[ceeds  five  millions  of  dollars ;  while  the  ex- 
porters of  provt^ona,  who  get  nothing,  wonld 


have  been  entitled  to  draw  a  greater  sum ;  for 
the  export  in  salted  provisions  exceeds  the 
value  (tf  exported  fish. 

Ur.  B.  could  not  quit  this  port  of  bis  suMeot, 
without  endeavoring  to  fix  the  attention  of  tba 
Senate  upon  the  provision  trade  of  the  Weal. 
He  took  tliia  trade  m  its  largest  sense,  as  includ- 
ing the  export  trade  of  beef,  pork,  bacon, 
cheese,  and  butter,  to  foreign  countries,  eepedal- 
ly  the  West  Indies ;  the  dometttdc  trade  to  the 
Lower  Miaaisaippi  and  the  Southern  Btatee ;  the 
neighborhood  trade,  oa  supplyins  the  towns 
in  the  upper  States,  the  miners  in  Missouri  and 
the  Upper  MSasisgippi,  the  army  and  tbe  navy ; 
and  the  various  profeaeions,  which,  being  other- 
wise employed,  did  not  rdse  their  own  provis- 
ions. iQe  amount  of  this  trade,  in  this  com- 
Erehenaive  view,  woa  prodigious,  and  annually 
loreaaing,  and  involving  in  its  current  ahnost 
the  entire  population  of  the  Weat,  either  aa  tiie 
growers  and  makers  of  the  provisions,  the 
curers,  exporters,  or  oonsnmers.  The  amount 
could  scarcely  be  ascertained.  What  was  ex- 
ported from  New  Orleans  was  shown  to  be 
great ;  but  it  was  only  a  fraction  of  the  whole 
trade.  He  declared  it  to  be  entitled  to  the  fa- 
vorable cODuderation  of  Oongreas,  and  that  the 
repeal  of  the  salt  doty  was  the  greatest  bvor, 
if  an  aot  of  Justice  ought  to  come  nnder  the 
name  of  fovor,  which  oonld  be  rendered  it,  as 
the  salt  was  oeoeaeary  in  ^wing  the  bogs  and 
cattle,  as  well  as  in  preparing  the  beef  and  pork 
for  market  A  reduction  in  the  price  of  salt, 
next  to  B  reduction  in  the  price  of  land,  was 
the  greatest  blessing  which  the  Federal  Gov- 
ernment could  now  confer  npon  the  West. 
Mr.  B.  referred  to  the  example  of  England,  who 
&vored  her  provision  onrera,  and  permitted 
them  to  import  alum  salt  free  of  duty,  for  the 
enoooragemant  of  the  provision  trade,  even 
when  her  own  salt  manu&cturers  were  pro- 
dncing  an  abundant  and  superfiuous  supply  of 
common  salt.  He  showed  that  she  did  more ; 
that  she  extended  the  same  relief  and  enconr- 
ogement  to  the  Irish ;  and  be  read  irom  the 
British  statute  book  an  act  of  the  British  Par- 
liament, passed  in  1807,  entitied  "  An  act  to 
encourage  the  exporter  salted  beef  and  pork 
&om  Irdand,"  which  allowed  a  bounty  of  ten 
pence  sterling  on  every  hundred  weight  of  beef 
and  pork  so  exported,  in  connderation  of  the 
duty  pud  on  the  salt  which  was  used  in  the 
curing  of  it  He  stated,  that,  at  « later  period, 
the  duty  hod  been  entirely  repealed,  and  the 
Irish,  in  common  with  other  British  subjects, 
allowed  a  free  trade  with  all  the  world,  in  salt ; 
and  then  demanded,  in  the  most  emphatio  man- 
ner, if  the  people  of  the  Weat  coula  not  obtain 
from  the  American  Congress  the  Justice  which 
the  oppressed  Irish  had  procured  from  a  Brit- 
ish Parliament,  oomposea  of  hereditary  nobles, 
and  filled  with  representatives  of  rotten  bor- 
oughs, and  slavish  retainers  of  the  King's  min- 
isters. Having  shown  the  enormons  amount 
of  the  tax,  its  unequal  operation  in  different 
sections  of  the  Union,  and  the  superior  clums 
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of  the  Wert  Tor  its  abolition,  Mr.  B.  prooeeded 
to  examine  the  raasoni  for  keepiog  it  up. 
Theie  grew  out  of  the  "American  f^em ;"  for 
the  dnt;  was  no  longer  wanted  for  rerenne. 
The  plea  of  revenue  was  out  off  bjr  our  own 
condnot.  We  had  voted,  two  ^ears  aga  to  re- 
dooe  the  dntiea  one-half  on  wines,  and  were 
now  voting  to  rednoe  them  to  a  fraction  on 
coffee,  tea,  and  chocolate.  This  ie  proof  de- 
ci«ve  that  the  revenue  can  dispense  with  apart 
of  the  taxes.  The  objection  to  the  repeal  of  the 
salt  duty,  stands  opon  the  "American  ^stem :" 
and  tbns  this  system  is  presented  to  the  people 
b^  its  own  warm  friends  and  acalons  chsin- 
pions,  as  rednoing  the  moderate  duties  on 
Champagne  wine  and  imperial  tea,  which  the 
rich  and  Inznrions  alone  use,  and  leaving  the 
enormons  and  unequal  duties  upon  salt,  with- 
out which  the  farmer  cannot  raise  his  stock  or 
cure  his  provisions;  without  which  the  labor- 
ing man  cannot  eat  his  dinner,  nor  the  beggar 
boil  his  ^[reena  I  Thus  this  system  is  presented 
as  favoring  the  rich  and  luxurious,  oppressing 
the  poor  and  laborionsl  But  let  na  examine 
into  it,  and  see  with  what  Justice,  and  with 
what  oonformity  to  its  own  declared  principles, 
tlie  "  American  system  "  has  taken  the  salt  tax 
under  its  shelter  and  protection.  The  princi- 
ples of  that  system,  as  I  understand  them,  and 
practise  upon  them,  are  to  tax,  through  the 
custom-house,  the  foreign  rivals  of  our  own  es- 
sential productions,  when,  by  that  taxation,  on 
adequate  supply  of  the  same  article,  as  good 
and  as  cheap,  can  be  made  at  home.  'Hiese 
were  the  principles  of  the  system  (Hr.  B.  aaid) 
when  he  was  initiated,  and,  if  Uiey  had  chang- 
ed sinoe,  he  had  not  changed  with  them ;  and 
he  apprehended  a  promulgation  of  the  chuige 
would  produce  a  schism  amongst  its  followers. 
Taking  these  to  be  the  principles  of  the  system, 
let  the  salt  tax  be  brought  to  its  test.  In  the 
first  place,  the  domestic  mauofactnre  had  en- 
Joyed  all  posdble  protection.  The  duty  was 
near  three  hundred  per  cent,  on  Uverpool  salt, 
and  four  hundred  upon  alum  salt ;  and  to  this 
must  be  added,  so  far  as  relates  to  all  the  in- 
terior manufiuitorica,  the  protection  arising 
from  transportation,  frequentiy  equal  to  two 
or  three  hundred  per  cent.  more.  This  great 
and  exoessive  protection  has  been  enjoyed, 
without   Intermption,  for    the   last   eighteen 

Kirs,  and  partially  for  twenty  years  longer, 
is  surely  ia  time  enongh  for  the  trial  of  a 
manufacture  which  reqniree  hut  UtUe  skill  or 
experience  to  carry  it  on.  Now  for  the  results. 
Have  the  domestio  manufactoriee  produced  an 
adequate  supply  for  the  country  !  They  have 
not ;  nor  half  enough.  The  production  of  the 
last  year,  (1829,)  as  shown  in  the  returns  of  the 
SeoretaiT  of  the  Treasury,  is  about  five  millions 
of  buahus ;  the  importation  of  foreign  salt,  for 
the  same  period,  as  shown  by  the  custom-house 
returns,  ia  five  millions  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
five  thousand  five  hundred  and  forty-seven 
bushels.  This  shows  the  consumption  to  be 
eleven  millions  of  bushels,  of  which  five  are 


domestic.  Here  the  fdlnre  in  the  esaentitl 
particular  of  an  adequate  supply  is  more  thin 
one-halt  In  the  next  place,  how  is  it  in  paial 
of  price  !  Is  the  domestic  article  fDmiehed  n 
cheap  aa  the  foreign  ?  Far  from  it,  as  alretjy 
shown,  and  still  further,  as  can  be  showii.  TU 

firice  of  the  domestio  along  the  coast  of  the  At- 
antic  States,  variw,  at  the  works,  from  thirty- 
seven  and  a  half  to  fifty  oents ;  in  the  interior, 
the  usual  pricey  at  the  works,  are  frtnn  thirU- 
three  and  a  third  cents  to  one  d(Jlar  Ivi  Iba 
bushel  of  fifty  pounds,  which  can  nearly  he  pit 
into  a  half  buiOtel  measure.  The  pricea  of  tlw 
foreign  salt,  at  the  import  dtiea,  as  shoini  in 
the  custom-honse  retunis  for  1630,  are,  for  (ht 
Liverpool  blown,  about  fifteen  cents  for  tlw 
bushel  of  fiity-six  ponnds ;  for  Turk's  Iilind 
and  other  West  India  salt,  about  nine  <!eDt>; 
for  Bt.  TJbes  and  other  PortuMl  salt,  aixnl 
eight  cents ;  for  Spanish  salt.  Bay  of  Biactf 
and  Gibraltar,  about  seven  cents:  from  tM 
Island  of  Malta,  six  cents.  Leavrng  out  tlie 
Liverpool  salt,  which  is  made  by  boiliii^  oA, 
therefore,  contains  slack  and  bittern,  a  aeplH 
ingredient,  which  promotes  putrefaclioD,  uj 
renders  that  salt  unfit  for  curing  proviaon^ 
and  which  is  not  used  in  the  west,  utd  Iha 
average  price  of  the  strong,  pure,  UDm  mH, 
made  by  solar  ev^)oralion,  in  hot  climates,  ti 
about  eight  cents  to  the  basheh  Here,  Uwn,  ■ 
another  lamentable  fulure.  Instead  of  bdng 
sold  as  cheap  as  the  foreign,  the  dom««tio  mU 
is  from  four  to  twelve  times  the  price  of  ihm 
salt.  The  last  inqoiry  is  as  to  uie  qoslity  li 
the  domestio  article.  Is  it  as  good  ai  the  fiv^ 
eign  T  This  is  the  most  esaenti^  appticatioD  d 
the  t«et ;  and  here  again  the  failure  u  deciaT& 
The  domestio  salt  will  not  cure  provisicoi  fin 
exportations,  (the  little  excepted  whidi  ia  mid* 
in  the  Northeast,  by  solar  evaporatton,)  nor  iat 
consumption  in  the  South,  nor  for  long  keep- 
ing at  the  army  posts,  nor  for  voyagei  vitli 
the  navy.  For  all  those  purposes  it  is  worth- 
Icsa  and  useless,  and  the  provisions  wMeh  in 
put  up  in  it  are  loat,  or  have  to  be  repacked, 
at  a  great  expense,  in  alum  salt  Thii  fact  i> 
well  known  mronghout  the  West,  where  too 
many  citizens  have  pud  the  penalty  of  tnulii^ 
to  domestio  salt,  to  be  dupea  or  inured  ly  it 
any  longer.  In  proof  of  thia,  Hr.  B.  nM  * 
statement  from  a  citizen  of  Indiana,  Kr.  i.  6' 
Bead,  whose  reEf>ectabili^  he  vouched  br,  al- 
leging tbat  he  had  sustained  a  loss  of  near  thret 
hunted  and  fifty  doUsrs  upon  a  cargo  of  three 
hundred  barrels  of  pork,  at  New  Orieana,  ia  tb* 
year  1S27,  in  consequence  of  potting  it  iqi  >> 
domestic  salt  The  pork  be^  to  spoil » loca 
as  it  arrived  in  the  warm  climate  of  the  Socla- 
To  save  it,  Mr.  Read  had  to  incur  the  emen* 
of  repacking  in  alum  salt — a  prooees,  vbich  ccst 
him  one  doUar  and  twelve  and  a  half  ecnU  on 
each  barrel,  besides  twelve  and  a  half  centi  fiv 
replacing  each  hoop  that  got  broke  in  the  op^ 
ation,  and  the  expense  of  the  drays  haoliag  &• 
pork  to  and  traai  the  place  of  repacking,  v. 
B.  Bfudthat  thia  was  the  oaw  with  one  and  tl- 
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The;  must  repack,  in  alum  aalt,  at  New  Or- 
lesoa,  at  tbo  aame  enenaa  that  Mr.  Read  did, 
or  pracnra  that  kind  of  salt  beforehand,  bur- 
dened BB  it  was  with  datj,  and  diminished  in 
the  bnshel  bj  the  tariff  laws.  Bnrelj  the  West 
eanoot  present  thia  piotnre  of  itnpositdoii  to 
the  CoDgrev,  and  asK  in  vain  for  the  relief 
which  the  Triah,  proverbial  for  oppression,  re- 
ceived from  the  British  Farliament.  And  nere 
he  submitted  to  the  Senate,  that  the  American 
■jalem,  without  a  gross  departure  from  its 
(Higinal  principles,  conld  not  cover  this  dut; 
anj  longer.  It  has  had  the  full  benefit  of  that 
system  m  high  dntiea,  imposed,  for  a  long  time, 
on  foreign  ult ;  it  had  not  produced  an  ade- 
qpate  sappl;  for  the  country,  nor  half  a  snp- 
ply ;  nor  at  as  cheap  a  rate,  b  j  three  haadred 
or  one  tbonsand  per  cent. ;  and  what  it  did  Bnp- 
plj,  so  far  from  being  eqaal  in  quantity,  could 
not  even  be  nsed  as  a  snbetitDte  for  the  great 
and  important  bouness  of  the  provision  trade. 
The  amount  of  so  mnch  of  that  trade  as  went 
to  foreign  countries,  Hr.  B.  showed  to  be  sixty- 
six  tboDsand  barrels  of  beef,  flfty-fonr  tbonsand 
barrels  of  pork,  two  millions  of  pounds  of 
bacon,  two  millions  of  pounds  of  butter,  and 
one  million  of  pounds  of  cheese ;  and  he  con- 
sidered the  supply  for  the  army  and  navy,  and 
for  consumption  in  the  South,  to  ezceea  the 
qnaotitv  exported. 

ICr.  B.  eiamined  another  ground  of  cl^m  for 
the  oantinTiance  of  the  duties,  founded  on  the 
amount  of  capital  which  the  manufacturers  had 
embarked  in  the  business.  They  had  returned 
this  capital  at  upwards  of  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars ;  but  when  yon  come  to  analyze  the  par- 
ticulars of  thia  imposing  sam,  two  millions  of  it 
are  fonnd  to  be  taken  up  with  wooden  vats, 
and  their  scantlin^f  roofb,  which  are  in  a  state 
of  diuly-  deterioration,  and  must  rot  in  a  few 
years,  whether  used  or  not.  Such  items  could 
not  be  counted  as  coital,  unless  when  new,  or 
nearly  so ;  and  it  id  not  to  be  presumed  that 
anj  new  works  liave  been  erected  since  the 

Sroblem  of  psying  the  public  debt  has  been 
iscnased  and  solved ;  ana  a  great  reduction  of 
taxes  looked  to  as  a  conseqnence  of  that  event. 
Another  portion  of  the  capital  was  In  ketties, 
also  a  perishable  Item,  to  which  the  same  re- 
mark extends  as  to  the  wood  in  vats.  A  third 
lar^  item  in  the  estimate  of  capital  is  a  great 
DDinber  of  welis  and  furnaces,  left  to  stand  idle 
•)□  purpose,  in  order  to  make  leas  salt,  and  de- 
mand higher  prices  for  it.  Deducting  all  these 
items,  or  so  much  of  each  as  ought  to  be  de- 
ducted, and  it  would  probably  tarn  ont  that 
the  boasted  capital  in  tnese  works  did  not  ex- 
ceed the  amount  of  one  year's  tax  upon  the 
people  to  keep  them  up.  That  tax  has  been 
ehown  to  be,  for  1829,  one  million  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  of  direct  duty  ;  raer- 
chfuit's  profit  upon  that  sum,  at  the  rate  of  fifty 
per  cent. ;  making  six  hundred  tbonsand  dol- 
lars ;  and  fonr  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lar* more  for  the  loss  of  thirty  pounds  in  every 
bushel :  in  aU,  two  milUons  and  a  qoarter  i^ 
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dollars.  The  real  capital,  in  sU  hamao  proba- 
bility, does  not  reach  that  sum.  The  capital  to 
be  affected  by  the  repeal  of  the  duty  cannot  be 
the  half  of  it ;  for  all  the  interior  works—all 
those  in  Upper  Pennsylvania,  in  Western  Vir- 
ginia, in  Ohio,  in  Kentucky,  Indiana,  lUiDoia, 
and  Missouri,  are  beyond  tiie  reach  of  fbreign 
salt,  except  at  an  advance  of  &om  two  to  three 
hundred  per  cent,  upon  its  cost.  They  are  pro- 
tected without  s  tftrifl;  by  locality,  bv  distance, 
and  by  the  expense  of  transporting  lorei^  salt 
into  the  fair  and  legitimate  sphere  of  their  sup- 
ply and  consumption.  Donbtless  it  would  be 
better  for  the  consumers  to  buy  all  the  works, 
and  stop  them,  than  to  go  on  paying  the  pres- 
ent enormous  duty,  and  its  accumulated  bur- 
dens, to  keep  them  up.  But  this  alternative 
cannot  be  necessary.  The  people  cannot  be 
driven  to  thia  resort.  After  reducing  the  du- 
ties on  tea,  coffee,  wines,  and  chocolate,  the 
duty  upon  salt  miurt  faU.  The  American  sys- 
tem cannot  keep  it  up.  It  cannot  continue  to 
tax  the  first  neoessaTy  of  life,  after  untaxing  its 
luxuries.  The  duty  was  repealed  in  toto,  under 
the  administration  of  Mr.  Jefferson.  The  orob- 
able  extinction  of  the  public  debt  enabled  the 
Government  at  that  time  to  dispense  with  cer- 
tun  taxes,  and  salt  took  precedence  then  of  tea, 
coffee,  chocolate,  and  wine.  It  cannot  be  neces- 
sary here  to  dilate  upon  the  uses  of  salt.  But, 
in  repealing  that  duty  in  England,  it  was 
thougnt  worthy  of  notice  that  salt  was  neces- 
sary to  the  health,  growth,  and  fattening  of 
hogs,  cattie,  sheep,  and  horses ;  that  it  was  a 
preservative  of  hay  and  clover,  and  restored 
moulded  and  flooded  hay  to  its  good  and  whole- 
some state,  and  made  even  straw  and  ch^ 
available  as  food  for  cattle.  The  domestic  salt 
makers  need  not  speak  of  protection  against 
alum  salt.  So  quantity  of  duty  will  keep  it 
out.  The  people  must  have  it  for  the  provision 
trade ;  ana  the  duty  upon  that  kind  oi  salt  is  a 
nievous  burthen  upon  them,  without  being  of 
Uie  least  advantage  to  the  salt  makers. 

Mr.  B.  said  it  was  an  argument  in  favor  of 
keeping  np  these  duties,  that  in  time  of  war  we 
should  have  to  depend  upon  the  borne  supply. 
He  said  we  had  no  war  at  present,  nor  any 
prospect  of  one,  and  that  it  was  neither  wise 
nor  neneficial  to  anticipate,  and  inflict  upon 
onrselves  beforehand,  tna  calamities  of  that 
state.  "  Sufficient  for  the  day  is  the  evil  there- 
of." When  the  war  comes,  we  will  see  about 
the  price  of  salt ;  in  the  mean  while,  the  cheap- 
er we  get  it  now,  the  higher  we  shall  be  able 
to  pay  for  it  then.  But  he  did  not  admit  the 
argument.  The  making  of  salt  was  a  pltun  and 
easy  business.  It  required  no  skiU  or  ex- 
perience. If  a  part  of  the  works  stop  when 
the  price  becomes  low,  they  will  start  again 
the  day  it  rises.  If  the  whole  were  stopped 
now,  they  would  all  be  in  full  operation  in  the 
first  few  months  of  war.  Besides  many  works 
were  stopped  now.  On  the  Eenhawa,  twenty- 
four  fhnuces,  capable  of  making  fbnr  hundred 
thousand  bushels  per  np"""',  are  returned  by 
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the  ownera  as  idle.  On  the  HoMon  only  one 
wdl  is  worked  m&king  five  hundred  hnshela  a 
d^,  when  ten  tbonsEOkd  coold  be  made.  At 
mtJij  other  places  a  part  of  the  works  are 
stopped,  and  for  the  purpose  of  innking  a  less 
qaactitj  and  getting  a  Higher  price.  If  the 
ownera  thus  stop  their  works  for  their  private 
advantage  thejr  mnst  not  complain  if  the  in- 
terest of  the  people  ahonld  require  more  of 
them  to  stop. 

Ur,  B.  Bwd  there  was  no  argament  which 
oonld  be  nsed  here  in  fbvor  of  continoing  this 
intj  which  was  not  nsed,  and  nsed  in  vun,  in 
England ;  and  manj  were  used  there,  of  much 
real  force,  which  cannot  be  nsed  here.  The 
American  STstem,  by  name,  was  not  impressed 
into  the  service  of  the  tax  tbere,  bet  its  doo- 
trinea  were ;  and  he  read  a  part  of  the  report 
of  the  oommittee  on  salt  duties,  in  1817,  to 
prove  it.  It  was  the  statement  of  the  agent  of 
the  British  salt  mann&ctnrers,  Ur.  William 
Home,  who  was  sworn  and  examined  as  a  wit- 
ness .  He  said  r  "  I  will  commence  by  referring 
to  the  evidence  I  gave  upon  the  snbject  of  rock 
Bait,  In  order  to  establish  the  presumption  of 
the  natitnial  importance  of  the  salt  trade,  arising 
from  the  large  extent  of  British  capital  employ- 
ed in  the  trade,  and  the  considerable  nnmber  of 
pereoDS  dependent  npon  It  for  support.  I,  at 
the  same  time,  stated  that  the  salt  trade  was  in 
a  very  depressed  state,  and  that  it  continued  to 
tttU  off.  I  think  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  the 
salt  trade,  in  common  with  all  st^ile  British 
mannfactnres,  is  entitled  to  the  protection  of 
Government ;  and  the  British  manufacturers  of 
salt  consider  that,  in  common  with  other  man- 
ofactures  of  this  oonntry,  they  are  entitled  to 
snch  protection,  in  particular  from  a  competi- 
tion at  home  with  foreign  manufaetarers ;  and, 
in  consequence,  they  hope  to  see  a  prohibitory 
duty  on  foreign  salt." 

Snch  was  Oxe  petition  of  the  British  mann- 
fhoturers.  They  urged  the  amount  of  their  cap- 
ital, the  depressed  state  of  their  business,  the 
number  of  persons  dependent  npon  it  for  sup- 
port, the  duty  of  the  Government  to  prot«ct  it, 
the  necessity  for  a  prohibitory  duty  on  foreign 
salt,  and  the  fact  that  they  were  making  more 
than  the  comitry  coold  consnme.  The  min- 
istry backed  them  with  a  call  for  the  contin- 
uance of  the  revenue,  one  million  five  hundred 
thousand  pounds  sterling,  derived  from  tbe  salt 
tax ;  and  with  a  throat  to  lay  that  amount 
npon  something  else,  if  it  was  taken  off  of  salt. 
iJl  would  not  do.  Ur.  Calcraft,  and  hia  friends, 
appealed  to  the  righta  and  interests  of  the  peo- 
ple, as  overruling  considerations  in  qnestions  of 
taxation.  They  denounced  the  tax  itself^  as  lit- 
'tie  less  than  impiety,  and  an  attack  npon  the 
goodness  and.  wisdom  of  Ood,  who  had  filled 
the  bowels  of  the  earth,  and  the  waves  of  the 
sea,  with  salt  for  the  use  and  blessing  of  man, 
and  to  whom  it  was  denied,  its  use  clogged  and 
fettered,  by  odious  and  abominable  taxes. 
They  demanded  the  whole  repeal ;  and  when 
the  ministij  and  the  mannfaotnrers,  overpow- 
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ered  by  the  voice  of  the  people,  oSbred  to  gin 
up  three-fourths  of  the  tu,  uiey  bravely  resist- 
ed the  ^ro(>osition,  stood  out  for  total  repeil, 
and  carried  it. 

Ur.  B.  conld  not  donbt  k  like  reeolt  hut, 
and  he  looked  forward,  with  infinite  salisbe- 
tion,  to  the  era  of  a  tree  trade  in  salt.  Tit 
first  effect  of  such  a  trade  would  be,  to  rtdnee 
the  price  of  alum  salt,  at  the  import  dtin,  to 
eight  or  nine  cent«  a  bushel.  The  second  effect 
would  be,  a  return  to  the  measured  bushd,  by 
getting  rid  of  the  tariff  regulation,  which  nit^' 
stitated  weight  for  measure,  and  reduced 
eighty-four  pounds  to  fiily.  The  third  effect 
would  be,  to  establish  a  great  trade,  carried  oo 
by  barter,  between  the  inhabitanta  of  ibe 
United  States  and  the  people  of  the  conntria 
which  prodnce  alom  salt,  to  the  infinite  sdno- 
tage  and  comfort  of  both  parties.  He  examined 
the  operation  of  this  barter  at  New  Orieam. 
He  add,  this  pure  and  superior  salt,  made  en- 
tirely by_  solar  evaporation,  came  from  coun- 
tries which  were  aefioient  in  the  articles  of 
food,  in  which  the  West  abounded.  It  cant 
from  the  West  Indies,  from  the  coasts  of  Spiin 
and  Fortngal,  and  from  places  in  the  UedlUr- 
ranean ;  all  of  which  are  at  this  time  coBamnen 
of  American  provisions,  and  take  from  ub  beeC 
pork,  bacon,  rice,  com,  oom  meal,  ftour,  poU- 
toes,  &o.  Their  salt  costs  them  almost  noth- 
ing. It  is  made  on  the  sea  beach  by  the 
power  of  the  sun.  with  little  care  and  aid  Ettm 
man.  It  is  brought  to  the  United  States  as  bal- 
last, costing  nothing  for  the  transporlaticii 
across  the  sea.  The  duty  alone  prevents  il 
,  from  coming  to  the  United  States  in  tiie  mMt 
unbounded  quantity.  Bemova  the  daty,  anii 
the  trade  would  be  prodigious.  A  bnsbel  of 
com  is  worth  more  than  a  sack  of  salt  to  Ibe 
half-starved  people  to  whom  the  ae»  tailiie 
son  give  as  much  of  this  salt  as  they  will  Tii» 
up  and  pack  away.  The  levee  at  New  Orlewa 
would  be  covered — the  warehouses  would  be 
crammed  with  salt ;  the  barter  trade  would  be- 
come extenuve  and  universal;  a  bushel  of  ecn, 
or  of  potatoes,  a  few  pounds  of  butter,  or  i  ft* 
pounds  of  beef  or  pork,  would  purchase  I  a»<i 
of  salt;  the  steamboats  would  bring  it  up  for  s 
trifle ;  and  aU  the  upper  States  of  the  Greet 
Yalley,  where  salt  is  so  scarce,  so  dear,  mi  eo 
indispensable  for  rearing  stock  and  curing  pr^ 
visions,  in  addition  to  all  its  obvioas  wt, 
'  would  be  cheaply  and  abundantly  supplied  vHh 
that  article.  Ur.  B.  concluded  with  ssfing, 
that,  next  to  the  reduction  of  the  price  <rf  f^ 
lie  lands,  and  the  free  use  of  the  earth  for  libtf 
and  cultivation,  he  considered  the  abolition  rf 
the  salt  tax,  and  a  free  trade  in  foreign  silt,  u 
the  greatest  bleamiK  which  the  Federal  Gor- 
emment  conld  now  oestow  npon  the  pefqileof 
the  West. 

The  remuning  amendments  reported  by  ue 
oommittee  being  agreed  to,  the  bul  wis  farther 
amended ;  and,  the  amendments  being  ""^'^ 
red  in,  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed,  ana  IM 
bill  read  a  third  time,  as  amended. 
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ImpeaehmeiU  of  Jama  S.  Ptck, 

At  12  o'clock  the  Senate  rewlTed  itself  into 
a  High  Coort  of  Impeuhment. 

Ur.  Smitk,  of  Maiylsnd,  and  Kr.  Giukbib^ 
who  were  absent  oil  the  organixation  of  the 
court,  being  present,  the  Yiob  PsBaicKNT  ad- 
ministered the  nsiul  oath  to  them. 

The  Sorgeaot-U-Arms  was  then  Erected  to 
make  proclamation  in  the  naoal  form,  to  keep 
■ilenoe ;  after  which, 

The  Sargeanb-at-Anns  returned  the  writ  of 
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nons,  with  his  proceedings  thereon ;  that 

,  9  had  served  the  some  on  James  H.  Pec^ 
<ai  ThOTsda;  htst,  in  the  ci^  of  Baltimore,  and 
had  left  with  him  a  cop;  thereof;  to  the  truth 
of  which  he  was  sworn  bjr  the  Bearetary. 

Proclamation  was  then  made  that  James  H. 
Feck  ^ipeor  and  answer  the  article  of  hnpeach- 
meoL  and  he  accordinglj  {^peered,  attended 
bj  Mr.  Wirt,  as  his  oonnsel ;  and  being  seated 
within  the  bar. 

The  Tiox  PsmDnrT  informed  Jndge  Feck 
that  the  ooort  waa  nMij  to  reoeive  his  ao- 
•wer, 

Jn>oR  Faoz  ros^  and  addreued  the  Senate 
aa  follows : 

Kr.  FfiBBiDKn :  I  appear,  in  obedience  to  a 
nimmons  from  this  honorable  Oonrt,  to  answer 
an  article  of  impeachment  exhibited  against  me 
hjr  the  honorable  the  Ilonse  of  Represeatatives ; 
ud  I  have  a  motion  to  make,  which  I  request 
may  be  done  by  my  connsel. 

The  YioK  Pkuidbst  having  algnifled  the 
willingness  of  the  Gout  to  receive  the  mo- 

Jir,  WixT  rose,  and,  having  read  reaeoni 
therefor,  submitted  tLe  following  motion  io  be- 
half of  Jadge  Feck : 

1.  That  a  reasonable  time  may  b«  alloired  me  to 
nrefare  my  ansver  aod  plea ;  and,  for  this  purpose, 
I  aak  DDlil  tiie  SSth  day  of  the  present  month. 

X.  That,  after  my  anBwer  and  plea  shall  be  Sled, 
ptoecsa  for  vitneesea  may  be  awarded  to  me,  and  a 
reaaonaUe  time  ma;  be  allowed  to  collect  my 
wiCneaaas  and  praoTs  bma  the  State  of  Miaiouil 


Ordtrtd,  That  James  H.  Peck  file  his  answDr  and 
plea  with  the  Secretsry  of  ibe  Senate,  to  the  article 
of  impeachment  eihibilcdagahist  him  by  the  Honn 
«f  Bepresentalires,  on  or  before  the  second  Monday 
of  the  neat  •esnon  of  Congress. 

Ordtni,  That  the  Secretary  notify  the  foreeoing 
order  to  the  Hooaa  of  BepresMitatlTes,  and  to  James 
H.Peek. 

]Cr.  Bibb  moved  to  amend  the  order,  by 
sfariking  ont  the  "  second  Honday  of  the  next 
■easion  of  Oongreas,"  and  inserting  the  36th 
day  of  the  present  month,  which  was  agreed 
to ;  and  the  order  was  then  made  as  amended. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Ohambkbb,  tiie  Oonrt  ad- 
joomad  to  meet  on  Tnesdajr,  the  SJSth  instant, 
at  12  o'clock. 


iftf/milit  aitd  Lttcington 


tgton(Smtuei]/) 


r)7Vny>ae 


[On  the  lath,  14th,  and  ISth  of  Uay,  there 
was  moch  bvsmeBs  done  In  Benat«,  and  a 
aomber  of  bills  were  passed.  Among  other 
bills  under  oondderation  was  that  aathoridng 
a  sabscnption  of  stock  in  the  Maysville,  Wash- 
ington, Pari^  and  Lexington  Turnpike  road.. 
The  pnblishers  have,  in  ineir  possession,  only 
the  following  remarlu  by  Ur,  Ttub.] 

Ur.  T.  B^£ed  that  he  did  not  rise  to  enter 
into  a  constitntional  aramnent  on  the  bill  now 
nnder  consideration.  Me  should  wut  for  more 
favorable  auspices  before  he  ventured  to  detain 
the  Senate  by  aach  an  argnment.  The  period 
might  be  near  at  hand,  when  the  principles  of 
the  oonalitntion  woold  onoe  more  be  invoked, 
and  the  true  demooratio  party  be  called  npnn 
to  rally  aronnd  the  standing  which  was  nnfnrl- 
ed  in  times  lon^  dnoe  gone  by.  Whenever  the 
day  ahonld  arrive  in  which  tiie  oonntry  woold 
be  eo  &r  relieved  from  the  unhappy  e^  in 
which  it  had  bean  bonnd.  as  to  li^en  with  at- 
tention to  an  esporitioQ  of  this  snt^eot,  on  ccm- 
stitnlional  grounds,  he  would  not  be  wanting 
in  his  dn^.  I  was  (said  Ur.  T.)  in  that  Oon- 
grees  which  was  the  first  to  enter  gravely  into 
the  discQsaioa  of  the  constitntional  power  of 
this  Gtovemment  to  make  roads  and  canals.  I 
then  attentively  weighed  all  that  was  mgoA  by 
the  advocates  of  the  system — if  system  that 
mi^  he  called,  which  is  none-'and  my  dedsion 
was  agunst  them.  Every  subsequent  reflec- 
tion hu  confirmed  the  opiniin  then  eiqiressed ; 
and  tie  experience  of  t^  last  nx  yeara  ha*  sat- 
isfied me,  that,  in  its  eiercase,  all  that  is  dear 
and  should  be  oonsidered  sacred  in  our  instita- 
tions  is  pnt  to  hazard.  Experience  is  the  par- 
ent of  tnie  wisdom,  and  tbe  lights  which  she 
has  famished  npon  this  anl^ect  ought  to  be 
bright  enough  to  conduct  onr  footsteps  back  to 
the  path  frtnn  which  we  have  strayed.  Can  any 
man  aay  in  what  this  system  is  to  end  ?  For- 
merly, it  was  held  to  be  national.  I  have  no 
anch  word  in  my  political  vocabnlary.  A  na- 
tion of  twenty-foor  nations,  is  an  idea  which  1 
cannot  realiae,  A  oonfederacy  may  embrace 
many  nations;  but  by  what  process  twenty- 
fonr  can  be  converted  into  one,  I  am  stil)  to 
learn.  Yes,  sir,  formerly  it  was  contended  that 
the  road-making  powera  oould  cmly  be  exerted 
over  national  objects,  but  now  it  is  gravely  con- 
tended that  every  thing  is  national,  and  that 
the  bounty  of  this  Government  may  be  exerted 
in  uding  to  constmct  a  road  bnt  sizly  miles 
long.  And  what  do  we  hear  ?  Why,  that  the 
stock  thns  taken  np  by  the  Government  is  des- 
tined, in  the  end,  to  yield  a  handsome  divi- 
dend ;  that  this  road  mns  throngh  the  most  fer- 
tile district  of  conntiT  in  the  world,  and  is  the 
great  thoronghf^  tnronah  the  State  of  Ken- 
taoky.  Let  me  remar^  that  it  is  by  no  meana 
the  least  sarpriaing  oircnmstanoe  connected 
with  it,  that,  when  its  advantages  are  so  de- 
cidedly great,  and  the  promiseo  dividend  on 
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the  stock  BO  Urge,  the  State  of  Kentackj  itsell 
if  its  oiticeoa  are  reluctant  to  Biib«cribe,  Bhoold 
not  take  np  tbe  stock.  Why  permit  tliie  Got- 
erament  uresdj  poMCMed  or  sach  abandant 
MmroeB  of  reveDue,  to  engroes  this  ftlao  t  Whj 
snfi^  it,  from  this  time,  and  forever,  to  levy  a 
tax  for  the  beoefit  of  other  portions  c^  the  oon- 
federaoT  on  the  good  peopia  of  Eentnckj !  Let 
thelnUibeapokeD.  The  Mnefita  of  the  contem- 
plated aDbaonption  are  destined  to  arise  to  cer- 
tain indlTldnala,  who  have  been  incorporated 
^  tbe  L^ialatare  of  l^t  State  to  constnict 
t£ia  road.  Their  fottnnes  are  to  be  advanced, 
and  they  are  earnestly  nrging  us  to  aid  them  in 
ibi»  enterprise.  Kow,  nr,  I  desire  Senators  to 
reflect  upon  the  oonseqaences  of  pgaeing  this 
biU.  In  all  our  Iwialation  we  shoold  act  npon 
an  enlarsed  prin^pl&^the  principle  of  e<jnal 
Jostioe.  If  we  sabsoribe  to  this  ondertaking, 
where  shall  we  atop  I  What  ocmipany  shall  we 
denr,  or  what  work  shall  we  ref^ise  to  udl 
Will  jon  ud  all  tbe  works  of  equal  extent — 
eTery  road  of  nztr  miles  in  lengtnt  If  we  do 
not,  shall  we  not  be  Jnstly  chai^eable  with  in- 
jnstdoet  But,  air,  upon  what  prindple  is  it 
that  we  shall  limit  onr  sabaoriptjona  to  roads 
of  precisely  the  same  extent  with  this  t  Why 
not,  if  they  shall  faQ  a  IttUe  short  of  thUt  I 
ask  of  gentlemen  b>  ahow  me  tlie  limit  of  their 
piinoiple.  Pasa  this  bill,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  and  no 
man  can  set  bounds  to  tlie  applications  which 
will  be  made  to  ns  at  the  next  ewtiou.  We 
shall  have  a  perfect  Jnmhle  of  all  manner  <£ 
Mhemes  and  plans ;  national  and  local ;  pnblio 
and  private ;  in  lawyer's  phrase,  a  perfect 
hotchpotch.  Oen  any  OoTemmeot  bear  snch  an 
operation  t  Can  any  oommnnity  exist  in  peace 
onder  snoh  a  systMn  f  It  will  terminal*  pre- 
cisely OS  liaa  done  another  magnificent  scheme. 
Four  or  five  years  ago,  onr  inaenloDS  politioiana 
found  the  power  in  the  consl»ation  to  improve 
harbors,  Euid  to  make  onr  rivers  navigable. 
They  began  with  roadsteada  6>t  the  navy ;  and 
in  what  has  it  t«rmlnated )  Let  onr  obser- 
ratioD  this  aeadoD  illuBtrate.  We  have  got 
nor  to  mtrveytng  oreeka  which  have  not  water 
enoogh  to  keep  at  work  a  oommon  grist  mill. 
The  appropriation  made  bnt  the  other  day,  for 
the  sQTvey  of  Honsen  Siver,  in  the  State  of 
Uunc^  in  the  ve^  face,  too,  of  an  explanation 
of  its  actual  oonution,  made  by  the  Ohainnan 
of  theGommitteeof  Oommaree,  has  left  me  no 
room  to  hope  that  any  oppocdtion  to  the  bill 
now  nnder  consideration  wUl  be  sncoeaaful  It 
la,  nevertheless,  my  duty,  as  a  member  of  the 
eomniittee  who  reported  this  bill,  to  state  to 
the  Senate  tlie  objections  which  I  have  to  it. 
When  the  sulnect  was  before  the  eomtnlttoe,  it 
was  attempted  to  ahow  that  it  was  but  the  part 
of  a  acheme,  more  enlarged  and  more  extensive. 
It  was  said  to  be  but  a  link  in  a  great  rc«d 
heieafl«r  to  be  finished  by  this  Government 
fhMn  ZanesviUe.  in  Ohio,  to  a  point  opposite  to 
Sb^sville,  on  the  Ohio  River;  and  from  Lex- 
ington to  Nashville;  and  from  thenoe  on  to 
Floreoce,  in  Alabama,     On  this   ground,  it 


olumed  nationality  of  character.  The  ch^ 
was  broken  by  the  interposition  of  the  Ohio 
River ;  and  what  was  to  t>e  done  to  supply  it,  I 
do  not  know.  A  bridge  would  acaroehr  bin 
been  thought  of^  and  a  ferry,  founded  by  u- 
thority  of  this  Qovemment,  mi^t  sultject  t« 
too  severe  a  test  this  road-making  power. 
Now,  rir,  it  is  tbe  easiest  thing  imaginaUe  lo 
make  a  road  a  national  road.  Every  road  b 
the  coootry  readily  becomes  so.  Each  is  eoa- 
nected  with  every  other,  whether  by  a  stni^l 
line  or  otherwise,  is  not  material.  Tlie  iii^ 
at  which  the  county  road  pasNng  by  my  door 
intersects  tbe  prindpal  road  leading  troin  ttdi 
city  to  Richmond,  and  from  thence  to  Himt>- 
ville,  in  Alabama,  whether  it  be  a  ri^t  tu^ 
or  an  aonte  angle,  must  be  whoUy  immiteriiL 
It  is  a  part  of  a  national  road,  and  is  medittdj 
or  immediately  connected  with  eveir  otlxr 
road  in  the  United  States.  If  this  Ihysrillt 
road  rested  on  a  pivot,  and  could  be  tnnd 
round  from  its  present  posture  of  east  sod  wet, 
to  north  and  south,  it  would  be  stiU  aa  mncb  i 
national  road  aa  it  now  is.  The  only  difi'«n>M 
wonld  be,  that  it  wonld  lead  to  other  States 
and  to  other  cities.  Here,  then,  is  the  termins- 
tion  of  this  sDtpendona  national  scheme— tliii 
great  American  system  of  road-making  and  o- 
nal-di^ing — this  system,  in  etipport  of  which 
the  constitution  was  oareftilly  scanned  thrtn^ 
all  its  provisions.  Here  is  exhibited  the  ririilnl 
exercise  of  this  power  tmder  the  anthon^  to 
raise  an  army,  and,  m  «*  ttrmini,  to  ctmatnct 
a  permanent  road  fbr  military  purposes.  Een 
the  great  power  of  regulating  commerce,  oot  ii 
truth  by  making  ndea  or  r^olatdons  by  whicb 
it  shall  be  earned  on  between  tfae  StolM  but 
by  atfording  EaoUities  in  travelling  bim  lap- 
vule  to  Lraington,  a  distance  of  sixty  milta 
^lendid  and  magnifieeot,  trtily,  has  this  pt^ 
American  system  become,  now  that  lliit  Go<- 
emment  b  set  down  by  the  aide  of  aonte  few  of 
the  citixens  of  Uaron,  Bourbon,  and  Fsfitte 


this  road,  whether  there  ahall  he  a  cait-kad  ^ 
sand  or  gravel,  more  or  less,  deposited  on  thii 
spot  or  on  that 

It  has  pleased  one  gentleman  in  this  delMts 
to  indulge  in  certain  remarks  relative  to  ii» 
condition  in  which  Vii^pnia  is  placed  from  ill 
want  of  good  roads ;  and  he  has  been  pleased 
to  denounce  our  prejudices,  as  he  has  tkoDgfat 
roper  to  call  them.  1  have  bnt  one  replj  to 
lake  to  the  Senator,  and  it  is,  that  we  u  litlw 
desire  his  aympathiea  as  we  deserve  his  denim- 
ciation.  If  we  are  content  with  onr  litotfiOB, 
y  no  one  else  has  any  right  to  oom|^  « 
._  -he  Senator  might  have  drawn  verydifl^ 
eut  oonclnmons  in  reference  to  us,  fiom  tba 
very  facta  which  he  has  sUted.  Sir,  I  will  »« 
deny  that  my  native  State  wonld  be  grMtly 
benefited  by  the  application  of  govemmeatsi  it- 
aonrcea  to  its  improvement  NoStateintbiic(»- 
federacy  requires  the  expenditure  of  larger  w™ 
of  money  to  dt^eda  of  internal  ii *™° 
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■nd  none  wonld  be  more  benefited  hj  auch  ap- 
plicatkm.  When  tbm  we  Maiid  aloof  ftvm  diis 
tjitem ;  when  we  dose  our  ears  to  the  syren 
voice  which  has  won  bo  many  othera  to  the 
■apport  of  Ihese  measorea.  what  ia  the  Irae  at- 
atnde  in  which  we  atand  before  the  world? 
Can  we  be  charged  with  interested  or  aelflah 
designa  or  feelings  t  If  we  were  aetnated  by 
any  SQok  we  Bhonld  reach  forth  our  hands,  and 
gather  this  golden  frait.  Instead  of  this,  ve 
give  no  Tote  for  those  measures,  even  which 
^ipertoin  to  oar  inunediste  benefit;  against 
the  q)propriation  in  aid  of  the  Dismal  Swamp 
canal,  the  Benators  of  Tirgima  on  this  floor 
have  nniformly  voted.  TSo,  dr,  we  will  never 
consent  to  socrtfloe  the  constitatiou  of  this  land 
to  a  mere  ephemeral  policy.  Fleasare  has  ever 
more  been  npresented  by  poeta  and  by  punters 
as  clothed  in  peipetoal  smiles,  and  adorned 
with  the  richest  jewels ;  and  in  real  life,  we 
have  known  many  who,  allured  by  her  decep- 
tions, blandish ment&  and  hollow  but  showy 
temptations,  have  followed  as  she  pointed,  until 
rain  has  be&Uen  them.  So  will  it  be  with  ns 
■s  a  oonfederated  repoblio.  These  are  the  feel- 
ings and  sentimentH  of  those  whom  I  repreeent 
on  this  floor.  Unmoved  by  the  whispering  of 
a  sednctive  policy,  Yirginia  can  only  r^ird 
that  conrse  of  governmental  action  as  sonnd, 
which  foUa  clearly  within  the  pale  of  the  con- 
stitntion.  Think  yon,  sir,  that  we  were  more 
insensible  than  others  to  the  advantatfea  of 
good  roads  and  canab?  Not  so,  (s^d  lb.  T.,) 
let  them  be  made  ont  of  the  proper  treasory — 
that  of  each  Slate ;   and  they  will  find  m  no 

S Darter  a  more  devoted  advocate  than  myself, 
lat  when  the  hiterpontion  of  this  Govem- 
ment  ia  invoked,  and  the  high  reward  which  an 
eznberant  Treasury  offers,  is  held  ont,  I  say 
nay  to  the  exercise  of  the  power.  It  is  in  vain 
that  gentlemen  repreeent  to  me  the  benefits  of 
the  aystem.  It  is  m  vun  that  I  am  told  of  its 
being  a  harmless  policy.  Show  me  the  grant 
in  the  consdtntion  in  plain  terms,  not  extorted 
by  K  forced  interpretation,  and  not  until  then 
will  I  listen  to  yon.  In  my  youth,  I  remember 
to  bAve  read  in  that  wisest  ot  all  wise  books,  if 
the  moral  be  well  observed,  I  mean,  ..^op,  the 
fable  of  the  cook  and  the  fox ;  and  as  it  serves 
to  Ulnstrate  my  feefings  and  views  on  this  par- 
ticolor  sabject,  I  b^  leave  to  repeat  it  as  well 
as  raj  memory  enables  me  to  do  it.  A  fox,  in 
seariui  of  prey,  passed  by  the  door  of  a  hen 
roost,  and,  finding  the  door  locked,  resolved  to 
tty  his  skill  in  obt^ning  admission.  He  resort- 
ed to  an  expedient,  sir,  which  so  often  proves 
saccessfnl  in  the  affairs  of  the  world,  uat  of 
dattery  and  hypocrisy  nnited.  Bis  salatation 
was  friendly  and  oonrteons.  He  ezpreesed  his 
;rea.t  conoern  at  having  heard  that  the  cook 
tiod  been  in^sposed.  The  cock  assnred  him 
Lhat  his  health  was  perfectly  good,  and  mnoh 
-he  l>etl«r  from  the  eircnmstanoe  of  Ur.  fox 
:>eing  on  the  ontside  of  the  door,  and  the  door 
seiiig  locked.  The  fox  pretended  not  to  credit 
ibi»,  and  deured  permisrion  to  see  h'™  ■"  *'^'*- 


DEBATES  OF  OONGBESS. 

MofirilU  amd  LKsmgtoK  (Km.')  IWiqWia  JiOoil. 


he  might  bear  testimony  to  the  fkct  from  ood- 
lar  demonstration ;  and  sach  was  hie  great  anz* 
iety  to  look  in  upon  him,  that  he  orged  the 
very  hamblest  request  of  being  only  permitted 
to  get  his  nose  in  at  the  door.  The  cock  very 
wisely  refiised  this  permission,  declaring  to  him 
at  the  same  time,  that,  if  he  permitted  him  to 
set  his  nose  in,  his  whole  body  would  soon  fol- 
low. Such  were  my  feeling  when  this  road- 
making  power  was  first  claimed  for  this  Qov- 
ernment.  Bnt,  sir,  it  was  vdn  that  Virginia 
protested  agfunst  it.  Vain  that  she  urged  npon 
others  the  moral  of  the  fable  which  I  have  jnst 
recited.  The  good  and  true  Stat*,  North  Caro- 
lina, reasoned  as  did  Yirginia ;  but  all  in  vsm. 
This  harmless  and  benefieeat  power  was  yield- 
ed ;  and  what  has  followed,  let  the  whole  South 
testify.  She  can  bear  witness  throngbont  all 
her  borders ;  measure  after  measure  has  fol- 
lowed ;  until  powers  as  supreme  and  as  nniver- 
sal  are  claimed  for  this  (iiovernment,  as  if  tiie 
parchment  npon  your  table  had  never  lieen  ex- 
ecuted. The  internal  policy  of  the  States  pre- 
scribed, the  industry  of  the  country  r^^ated, 
and  oU  the  mere  diarities  of  life  exercised  as 
folly  by  this  Government  as  by  on  imperial 
monarch.  The  States  rinking  every  day  with 
accelerated  velocity  into  the  condition  of  mere 
provinces;  and  a  great  national  Oovemment 
to  grow  out  of  the  ruins  of  the  confederal. 
Oan  the  people  of  these  States  be  reconciled  to 
this  ?  dr,  will  they  continue  supine,  until  the 
whole  fiibric  of  the  Oovemment  is  changed  I 
Sir,  doee  any  one  believe  that  we  oan  exist  un- 
der a  consolidated  National  Oovemment? 
Look  to  the  present  condition  of  things,  and 
the  question  is  answered.  I  ask  every  member 
of  this  House,  whether  it  could  have  been  con- 
ceived, tliat,  when  this  American  system  was 
entered  npon,  the  reenlts  which  are  now  con- 
stantly transpiring  would  have  arisen.  'What 
scenes  ore  exhibited  on  the  legislative  floor 
under  the  inflaence  of  the  feelings  of  local  in- 
terest ?  I  do  bat  glance  at  them,  and  will 
not  dwell  npon  them.  When  were  sectional 
lines  ever  before  so  strongly  drawn?  But  I 
forbear,  air,  I  forbear.  Let  Uiose  who  belisve 
that  a  National  Government  will  beet  suit  onr 
condition,  turn  to  the  map,  and  their  doabts  will 
be  solved.  A  country  embracing  so  great  on 
extent  of  territory — possessing  such  a  mversitjr 
of  interests;  one  extremity  congealed  by  the 
frosts  of  an  almost  perpetual  winter,  the  other 
parched  by  slmost  tropical  suns.  Can  a  Na- 
tional Legislature  know  the  interests  of  these 
extremes,  feel  their  wants,  or  advance  their 
wishes  ?  It  is  in  vun  to  disguise  it ;  a  (»ntral 
Government  here,  call  it  by  what  name  yon 
please,  which  shall  attempt  to  legislate  for  1o<m1 
interests,  is  an  open  and  manifest  despotism. 
Ingenuity  is  tortured  to  bring  this  Oovemment 
to  this.  The  first  fruits  are  bitter  enough : 
combinations  have  arisen,  and  combination  will 
follow  combination,  to  the  end  of  the  chapter. 
The  South  now  suffers,  and  anott  it  will  be  the 
turn  of  the  North  and  of  the  WeiL    Snppoea 
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that  all  Europe  eziBted  imder  a  oonsoUdated 
C)ov»nuD6iiL  each  State  b^nx  degraded  to  the 
oooditioii  of  &  mere  principautf,  what  scenes 
would  not  be  exhibited,  tmd  how  tremeadons  a 
^aanj  would  be  created,  wielded  not  hj  a. 
KUf^Q  man,  bot  bv  stem,  indexible,  immovable 
majorities  ?  Bossia,  Fmssia,  Sweden,  and  Den- 
mark, miidDK  with  Aostria,  wonld  evermore 
wage  a  war  trf  plunder  ag^nst  France  and  the 
soathem  provinces.  The  more  fertile  the  coon- 
try,  and  more  genial  tlie  climate,  the  greater 
temptaUou  to  combine  a^ust  it  with  a  view 
to  legislative  plnuder.  Who  can  doubt  thiat 
And  yet  the  Statee  of  thiB  Union  are  not  differ- 
ently circnmstanoed.  A  National  Qovemment, 
acting  here  tbrongh  the  inatnuaeotality  of  law, 
in  other  words,  in  obedience  to  an  nnderleagne  of 
interests,  wili  operate  as  forcibly  and  as  fatally. 
The  gentleman  has  in  these  considerations  the 
tme  fonndatioQ  of  oar  pr^ijndioea,  if  so  they  are 
to  be  called.  We  opposed  onrselves  to  every 
■trained  ooDstrnotion  of  the  oonstitatJon,  nnder 
the  knowledge  that  the  conceesion  of  one  pow- 
er, however  slight,  leads  to  the  olaim  of  an- 
ouer,  and  another,  nntil  all  will  be  gone. 

It  has  become  customary,  of  late  years,  to 
ridicule  the  Virginia  doctrines,  as  they  are  call- 
ed. That  State  which  has  stood  by  this  Union, 
throngh  good  and  throngh  evil  report,  is  sneer- 
ed at  ana  reviled.  Bo  was  it  in  former  times. 
Under  the  first  Adams  she  was  declared  rebel- 
lioos  and  factions ;  and  it  was  said  that  her  re- 
pabUcana  shoold  be  trampled  into  dost  and 
aahee.  She,  nevertheless,  with  Kentnt^y, 
raised  her  voice  tgunst  the  infractions  of  the 
constitatioD.  She  does  the  ssme  now.  And 
whot  were  the  infractions  a^;un8t  which  she 
than  protested,  in  comparison  with  those 
B«ainst  which  she  now  protests  t  Bad  enongh 
they  were,  it  is  trae.  Bnt  the  art  of  construing 
the  constitution,  and  the  efforts  to  make  it  a 
nose  of  wax,  was  then  but  barely  commenced. 
The  sedition  law  was  passed,  and  thereby  the 
principle  of  force  waa  reaorted  ta  Kow,  sir,  a 
more  msidions,  and  a  more  dangerons  princi- 
ple is  brought  into  action.    Money  is  now  relied 
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weave  the  web  of  our  destiny ;  and,  if  we  do 
not  destroy  that  web  before  we  come  to  be 
more  fully  entangled,  if  we  permit  first  an  arm 
and  then  a  leg  to  be  tied  np,  there  will  be  left 
to  ns  no  means  of  escape.  Let  ns  now  begin 
the  effort,  and,  by  drawins  back  this  Oovem- 
meot  to  its  legitimate  orbit,  save  our  institn- 
tions  firom  destmction.  Uy  ontiring  efforts 
shall  not  be  wanting  in  bo  holy  a  canse.  Bat 
if  we  surrender  oniwlves  into  the  hoods  of  in- 
genions  politicians,  those  aspirants  for  high 
office  who  seek  evermore  to  enlist  in  their  sup- 
port the  strongest  passions  of  homan  nature, 
with  a  view  to  their  mdividoal  a^andizemenL 
the  ark  of  the  covenant  will  be  destroyed,  and 
the  temple  rent  in  twain.  Let  ns  ezpel  the 
money  changers  from  that  temple,  and  intro- 
dooe  the  only  tme  worship.    In  this  way  only, 


I  am  fnlly  satisfied,  can  we 
of  these  States,  and  seoore  t 

The  Senate  is  indebted  for  Uieee  remirfa  to 
the  gratnitow  attack  which  haa  beea  nude 
upon  'Vuginia  in  this  debate.  They  have  ben 
as  nnpTemeditat«d  u  that  attack  was  nneipM- 
ed ;  bnt  I  oonld  not  forego  the  c^>portanitT  tbia 
o&brded  me  of  ezprewdng  my  feehngs. 

(The  bill,  as  it  u  known,  passed  the  Seoila] 


&A.TUBni.T,  May  83. 
BalUtnonaiid  OMoSaiinad. 

The  hill  anthoridng  a  aabscviption  to  tin 
stock  of  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Railroad  Om- 
pany,  was  taken  np  as  unfiniahed  bniinM. 

llr.  Obdhiit  said  he  wonld  like  to  know  Oa 
price  which  the  stock  of  that  cmnpasy  voiU 
command  in  market ;  and,  previoiis  to  m  votui 
on  the  Butyeot,  he  wonla  make  an  inqmijto 
that  effect  of  the  Senators  ttom  Haiylanl 

Ur.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  sud  he  did  nci 
know  that  he  oonld  gira  the  gentleman  bm 
Tennessee  a  satisfactory  answer  to  bis  qatrj. 
The  stock  was  now  at  par,  bnt  if  forced  into  tba 
market,  he  did  not,  and  conld  not,  with  snj 
degree  of  certainty,  eay  what  it  would  uQ  ka. 
The  oomnauy  was  certain  of  soocees.  Ii  ww 
oalonlated  that  the  annnal  proceeds  would 
to  eighty  thousand  dollars;  bet.frwi 
the  most  moderato  and  reasonable  calcDlstJoii, 
it  wonld  prodnoe  an  aannal  income  of  lofcj 
thousand  dollars,  which  most  bedividedamong 
the  stockholders. 

An  amendment  having  been  proposed  bj  )b. 
LrviNOBTOir,  which  reqnired  that  the  Auidt  to 
meet  the  Bubeoription  on  the  port  of  the  Uniud 
States  should  be  drawn  from  the  sales  of  olbtr 
stocks  invested  in  works  of  nmilsr  cliiwttf, 
Mr.  L.  lu^ed  the  propriety  and  necesatj  t( 
each  a  conrse,  in  a  speech  of  great  force  uu 
eloqnence.  He  said  that  the  numennis  tiA 
heavy  calls  on  the  Government  for  ud  in 
works  of  internal  improvement,  in  difiencrt 
sections  of  the  oonntry,  admonished  hia  t^ 
nothing  oonld  save  the  system  of  intemsl  iis- 
provement  from  destruction,  buttbeadt^iii*" 
some  snch  measnrd  as  that  which  be  bidpf^ 
posed.  When  the  appUcationa,  now  bdaj 
Oongrees,  for  aid  in  the  execution  of  wocb  « 
internal  improvement,  were  contemplated,  md 
the  amonnt  of  money  which  ihey  would  reqnin 
enumerated,  and  viewed  incoanectioawillitM 
numerous  claimants  who  are  now  callioK  vfX 
the  country  for  debts  which  were  JdbUj  dot 
them,  ha  saw  no  altomative  left  bnt  the  sdo^ 
tion  of  this  measure.  The  Tieasoiy  rflM 
Union  wonld  otherwise  prove  nUerly  in**- 
qnate  to  meet  the  calls  of  the  different  com- 
panies engaged  in  works  of  internal  imptoro- 
ment,  most  of  which  had  equal  claim*  on  u» 
aid  of  the  Government  to  cany  their  «^ 
into  effect.  Unless  this  system  was  adopted, 
and  the  fonda  of  the  General  Qnvtianm 


dbyGoogle 


Hat,  1S80.] 

tnoaferred  from  the  one  to  the  other,  as  booo 
aa  the  works  io  which  the^  were  inTested  ehiill 
hare  been  completed  uid  in  full  operatim),  the 
liest  friends  of  internal  improTemente  woold  be 
forced  to  abandon  them,  and  the  whole  ejBtem 
voold  fkll  into  disrepnte.  He  was  one  of  the 
most  devoted  ftienda  of  the  ejatem,  and  it  was 
therefore  that  be  took  this  means  of  endeavor- 
ing to  preseire  it. 

Mr.  WKBsm  Bud  he  agroed  with  the  Senator 
from  Loniaians,  In  the  principles  laid  down  in 
his  amendment  heretofore  offered  to  this  bill 
He  thought  that  the  funds  of  the  General  Gov- 
ernment In  works  of  internal  improvement 
ooght  to  be  a  circulating  fand^  to  be  applied  as 
circumstances  might  demand,  for  the  purpose  of 
enconraging  and  promoting  those  works  in 
different  sections  of  the  oomitrj;  and  when  the 
worke  have  beea  effected,  the  stock  should  be 
sold  ont.  and  again  applied  to  the  enooorage- 
ment  of  similar  works.  But  he  thoDKht  that 
the  disposal  of  these  stocks  required  the  exer- 
cise of  great  pmdence  and  discretion ;  because, 
if  the  market  was  glutted  with  funds  of  this 
tiiara«ter,  it  would  produoe  depreciation  in  the 
price  of  these  stocks,  at  once  iiynrions  to  the 
Govenmient  and  the  other  stookholders. 

Ut.  Ghamskbs  eeid  be  had  alreadj  expressed 
to  the  Senate  his  views  of  the  marita  of  uie  bill, 
as  also  the  reasons  whj  its  passage  shoold  not 
be  dalajed ;  and  he  rose  at  this  time  to  make 
a  few  remarks  eicloaivelj  on  tlie  amefldment 
now  proposed.  He  did  not  mean  to  oppose  the 
principle  which  the  amendment  aseomed,  of 
retaming  to  the  Government  the  sums  which 
mi^bt  be  advanced  to  promote  various  schemes 
cf  latemal  improvement.  He  did  not  suppose 
the  idea  had  anywhere  been  entertained,  that 
the  Government  was  to  remun  permaoentlj  a 
stockholder  in  the  nmnerooa  corporatioas  to 
whicb.  from  to  time,  it  had  contribnted,  or 
ihoold  hereafter  contribnte  aid.  At  a  proper 
period,  and  nnder  a  judicions  sjstem,  he  tnooght 
It  was  fit  that  the  capital,  so  often  neoes- 
sarj  to  bring  into  existence  an  improvement 
highly  useful  in  itself^  and  which,  in  its  in- 
dpient  stat«,  might  fml  without  oar  patronage, 
shonld  be  re-occupied,  after  its  purpose  was 
Kcomplished,  and  re-invested  in  some  other 
improvement,  equally  nsefnl,  and  equally  re- 
quiring Bid.  In  these  general  view^  he  con- 
cnrrea  with  the  Senator  from  Louisiana;  and 
if  he  would  lay  a  foundation  for  this  system,  by 
procuring  such  information  of  the  value  and 
peculiar  character  of  the  various  items  of  our 
property  thus  engaged,  he  would  unite  in  adopt- 
ing and  protecting  iL  But  was  it  wise  to  be^ 
at  the  point  whence  the  Senator  propoaed  to 
■tart  bis  prqject  t  Oould  we  be  asked  first  to 
offer  our  property  in  the  market,  and  after- 
wards inform  ourselves  of  its  valae  I  The  qnes- 
tioQ  asked  by  the  Senator  from  TennesGee,  (l£r. 
Gbdmdt,)  and  the  answer  of  his  colleague, 
(Gen.  Bmith,)  folly  illustrated  this  matter. 
Neither  of  these  Senators  knew  any  thing  of 
the  value  of  tiM  stock  of  the  Ohio  Oanal ;  and 
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would,  no  doubt,  apply  to  neariy  all  stocks  of 
the  kind  owned  hy  uie  Government,  "tho  time 
had  not  yet  arrived  when  these  various  works 
of  internal  improvement  had  been  prosecuted 
to  an  extent  to  give  them  the  value  they  must 
ultimately  command,  as  artiolaa  of  sale ;  nor 
oonid  it  be  otherwise.  It  was  only  at  a  com- 
paratively late  period  that  the  fiuancea  and  en- 
gagements of  the  Government  had  placed  in  its 
control  the  pecnniary  means  of  aiding  in  tiia 
accomplishment  of  great  national  improvements. 
Involvmg  more  expenditure  than  individual 
wealth  could  faraish.  The  character  and  na- 
ture of  these  operations  necessarily  made  the 
day  of  return  too  distant  from  the  day  of  ex- 
penditure, to  justify  the  expectation  of  their 
E>eing  now  in  a  state  of  maturity,  either  to  prove 
the  actual  value  of  the  investment,  or  to  com- 
mand that  value  if  offered  for  sale.  The  most 
Btiiking  evidence  <^  this  truth  is  to  be  foond 
in  the  history  of  one  of  these  improvements, 
which  had  been  alluded  to  in  debate  a  few  days 
ago.  It  was  then  said,  the  stock  in  the  Chesa- 
peake and  Delaware  Canal  was  worth,  in  the 
market,  one  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars 
per  share,  on  which  two  hund^  dollars  had 
Men  paid.  Now  (aaid  Ur.  0.)  it  is  a  matter 
within  my  personal  tmowledge,  that,  five  or  ux 
yean  ago,  shares  in  this  <^uial  Company,  on 
which  (me  hundred  dollars  had  been  paid,  were 
sold  for  twenty  dollars;  and  at  a  period  very 
shortly  prior  to  the  commencement  of  its  opera- 
tions, tne  price  was  merely  nominal,  and  it 
could  not,  probably,  have  been  sold  at  a  dio- 
countof  twenty-five  per  cent,,  or  perhaps  fifty.  , 
It  had  scarcely  commenced  its  operations,  im- 
peded as  it  is  wit}i  difficulties,  for  the  removal 
of  some  of  which  von  have,  within  a  few  days, 
provided,  and  it  uready  yields,  we  are  told,  a 
imr  int«reBt  on  the  capital,  and  a  price  lees  only 
by  five  or  rix  per  cent  than  par.  To  oonatruot 
an  immense  canal  or  railroad  is  a  work  of  mudt 
time,  and  while  in  progress  it  is  necessarily  on- 
productive.  Few  mdividnals  have  tiie  abilitr 
to  invest  their  fhnds  in  so  enterprise  whi^ 
places  them  for  so  lon^  a  period  out  of  active 
oironlation,  let  the  ultimate  prospect  of  profit 
be  what  it  may.  But,  whenever  the  enterprise 
is  so  fbr  completed  as  to  retura  s  prompt  and 
punctual  interest  or  dividend,  it  becomes  at 
once  a  salable  property.  The  various  improve- 
ments to  which  the  Government  has  contributed 
its  aid,  are  not  advanced  to  this  state  of  ma- 
turity, and,  least  of  all,  the  Ohio  and  Chesa* 
peake  Canal,  tiie  one  indicated  by  the  Senator 
from  Looisiaiia,  (Mr.  Livinqbton.) 

These  considerations  had  convinced  him  that 
this  was  not  the  period  at  which  our  stocks 
ooold  be  sold  to  advantage.  He  believed  no  pru- 
dent individual,  owning  such  property,  would, 
nnder  such  circmnstauces,  think  of  selling  it ; 
being  himself  uninformed  of  its  amoont,  its 
probable  future  valne,  its  present  current 
price,  and  the  coutiugeunea  on  which  de- 
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ended  the  period  and  the  degree  of  its 
Tslne. 

Bnt  (s^d  Mr.  O.)  the  amendment  ib  still  more 
objectionable  on  other  grounds.  This  system 
of  internal  improvement  oan  only  be  sostained 
by  a  fair  and  eqnal  distribntion  <^  the  fa?or  and 
assistance  of  the  Government,  in  the  proportion 
which  the  several  objects  majr  bear  to  the  great 
iiit«reatB  of  the  country.  The  friends  of  this 
bill  preaent  to  jonr  notice  an  object  of  vast  im- 
portanoe  in  ito  relations  to  the  Government,  as 
well  as  to  an  immense  mass  of  individuals,  and 
to  many  of  the  States.  No  scheme  so  grand, 
none  of  so  great  practical  benefits,  in  a 
of  war  or  in  years  of  peace,  has  ever 
itself  as  practicable  since  the  days  of 
ther  of  nis  conotry,"  who  first  sn^^eeted  this 
mode  of  connecting  the  Western  waters  with 
the  Atlantic  by  an  interior  commonication ;  and 
yet  to  the  bill  granting  to  this  object  the  oom- 
paratiTely  small  contribution  of  two  hundred 
and  seventy-Sve  thousand  dollars,  in  the  way 
of  subscription  to  its  stock,  it  is  proposed  to 
annex  a  limitation,  a  condition,  a  restrunt, 
which  has  never  before  been  annexed  to  any, 
the  least  of  all  your  improvements.  The  Sena- 
tor who  offers  tim  provision,  says  he  Is  a  friend 
to  this  bill.  He  is,  oert^nly,  a  firm  and  well- 
known  friend  to  fur  and  equal  Justice.  Now  I 
put  to  bim  (a^d  Mr.  O.)  and  to  the  Senate,  the 
qnestion,  whether  it  be  &Ir  and  equal  Justice 
to  impose  on  this  grant  a  condition  or  restraint 
which  has  never  been  imposed  on  any  similar 
mat  to  others,  either  at  a  former  seasion  of 
Oongrees  or  dnring  the  present.  We  have  for 
years  past  bestowed  our  patronage  on  works 
of  internal  improvement ;  the  benefioeut  arm 
of  the  Government  has  been  extended  to  sus- 
tain and  cherish  these  objects  in  varioos  sec- 
tions of  the  Union,  and  often  when  no  other 
power  oonld  have  preserved  them  from  destnio- 
tion ;  but  to  all  we  have  given  our  aid  without 
this  condition  or  reatraiuL  During  the  lix 
months  to  which  the  preeent  session  has  ex- 
tended, we  have  agun  exerted  this  beneficent 
power  of  the  Government ;  and  hi  one  case — 
the  Uayaville  and  Lexington  road — of  a  oharao- 
ter  so  doubtful  in  the  view  of  some  gentiemen, 
that  the  President  of  the  United  States  is  eud  to 
hesitate  whether  he  will  approve  of  the  act  of 
the  two  Houses  of  Congress ;  yet  we  have  seen 
no  condition  or  restrunt  imposed  or  attempted. 
Then,  why,  he  agtdn  asked,  why  select  this 
bill,  and  make  It  the  victim  of  this  new  concep- 
tion, never  before  SQg^;est«d  or  even  thonght  of 
as  a  rider  to  snch  a  bilL  The  grant  asked  for 
ismoderat«iu  amount;  estimating  it  by  the  abject 
to  be  effected,  the  bill  aaks  that  it  may  be  made 
on  the  terms  on  whiob  all  others,  without  ei- 
oeption,  have  obtained  it.  The  demand  then 
is  for  equal  and  exact  Justice.  If  the  object  is 
not  meritorious,  give  nothing.  But  if  the  ob- 
ject be  such  as  deserves  year  countenance  end 
assistance,  (and  the  amendment  assumes  this  to 
be  the  caaia,)  surely  yoa  cannot  gratify  this 
leasouable  demand  tor  eqnal  and  exact  justice, 


by  qualifying  this  grant  with  conditioni  tsj 
restraints  never  before  imposed.  In  ill  otlw 
oases  a  free  and  full  anthority  has  been  gim 
to  your  disbursing  officer  to  pay  from  tb 
Treasury  the  amount  Bubaorihed ;  and  it  i>  not 
foir,  it  is  not  equal,  it  is  not  Just,  to  reatno 
him,  in  respect  to  this  partionlar  case,  to  tb 
proceeds  of  stock  to  be  sold.  What  pirtiailir 
stock,  we  know  not ;  where  to  be  lold,  n 
know  not;  and  at  what  saorificeitwillbeHU, 
we  know  not. 

%r,  (said  Mr.  0.,)  the  Senator  from  IbsMdra- 
setts,  (Mr.  WxaaTEK,)  haa  suggested  the  propridf 
of  preparing  for  the  introduction  of  a  system  rf 
selling  our  stocks,  by  asking  infonnatiaD  to 
be  furnished  at  the  next  seasion.  The  v^ 
possible  exception  to  it  which  could  be  ucgMl  ij 
gentlemen  who  advocated  thisamendmail,Tii 
Uie  delay  in  bringing  the  system  into  tctoal  ex- 
ecution. To  remedy  this  objection,  *nd  to 
gratify  thewisbee  of  tboae  who  were  lanou 
for  ita  immediate  commencement,  he  vodd 
Buggeet  a  perfectly  practicable  mode  (^  Meeting 
their  object  Let  a  resolution  be  no*  rati- 
Dtitted,  directing  that  the  Secretary  of  Ibt 
Treasury  shall  sell  onrstooksat  such  periods, in 
snch  parcels,  and  on  snoh  terms,  as  in  hisjodi- 
ment,  or  in  the  Judgmeut  of  the  ExecatiTe  cm- 
eer  of  the  nation,  irill  best  promote  the  intereat 
of  the  country.  Thia  will  st  once,  hututly, 
create  the  system,  and  the  salee  will  be  madeii 
soon  aa  a  due  regard  to  the  public  interest  ihiB 
famish,  which  he  snpposed  was  as  soon  i>  uy 
one  desired.  Bnt  tma,  he  contended,  sboaU  be 
a  substantive  and  sepanOelegidative  act  Then 
is  no  more  propria^  in  ita  being  cooiKded  with 
thU  raUroad  bill,  ttum  the  l^sville  bin,  tlM 
Looiaville  and  Portland  Oanal  bill,  the  (%»■ 
peake  and  Delaware  Oanal  bill,  or  eveo  Hit 
Ilgfat-honBe  bill,  or,  in  truth,  any  other  UL 
l^ose  had  been  discossed,  and  decided  on  tli* 
abstraot  merits  of  their  respective  eUimi,  « 
considerations  arising  oat  of  tbdr  coDnectiMi 
with  the  ^reat  interests  of  the  natii»,  thai 
practicabihty,  their  general  utility,  their  eo^ 
and  the  amount  asked  for.  The  friends  of  tbii 
bill  are  content  to  place  their  claim  to  joaf 
notice  upon  these  oonuderations,  and  will  (ev- 
lessly  and  oonfldeutiy  abide  the  result  of  f^ 
an  issue.  But  in  their  name,  in  the  nsiw " 
fair  and  equal  Justice,  he  protested  agup^ 
uniting  with  these  coDRderatioua,  others  gro*' 
ing  out  of  a  new  and  nn^gt^ed  system,  tooeb- 
ing  a  general  policy  of  the  Qovemment,  sri  in 
relation  to  a  large  amount  of  its  Itands  hsvivc 
no  affinity  to  this  snbject,  a  policy  now  stirted, 
for  the  first  time,  when  less  than  ten  dsji  »■ 
main  of  a  session  of  six  months. 

Mr.  GanNDT  said,  the  amendment  of  ihep^ 
Ueman  from  Louisiana  had  produced  some  oiH- 
cnlty.  He  could  not  agree  with  Uie  genlkmiii 
fW>m  Maryland,  (Mr.  CHiMBaaa,)  nor  rentnt  m 
the  force  of  his  reasoning  against  the  propnMJ 
of  attaching  the  amendment  to  the  bill  at  pr^ 
cut  under  consideration.  It  the  prindp'* ""  " 
correct  one,  that  the  fimd  applied  b 
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ooor^ement  of  internal  improvement  oo^t  to 
be  truisfdrable  or  circnlatliig,  be  uw  no  good 
reaeon  why  this  bill  ehoDld  not  be  aelectod  aa 
the  foundation  on  wliloh  this  sTstem  aha"  ' 
commenced.  He  went  into  an  ezaminatii 
th«  diffwent  stocks  whiob  the  Qovemment  had 
invested  in  works  of  this  oharaoter.  the  price 
of  the  stock  of  the  great  canal  in  tna  Stide  of 
Kew  York,  and  the  depredation  it  bad  under- 
gone in  Talne  idnoe  that  work  went  into  opera- 
tion, the  demands  that  were  now  pressing  upon 
onr  Treasury,  from  the  extensive  utpropriauoD 
bills  that  had  passed  already,  besfdee  the  nn- 
merons  appUcaDts  that  were  calling  npon  the 
country  for  tbeir  jost  daima.  He  tboi^t  tbe 
nation  ought  to  pay  its  jnst  debts  before  it  en- 
ter* into  fortherspeonlationsandappropriatioiia 
of  money,  that  it  was  not  known  what  would 
renaaia  in  the  Treamry.  If  a  transfer  of  the 
■took  from  the  Oheaqteake  and  Ohio  Oanal 
Company  would  answer  the  purpose,  he  woold 
nuAe  QO  objection ;  but  if  the  money  for  this 
project  was  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasnry,  he 
wonld  vote  agunst  it. 

Ur.  Lrmroeroa  said,  that  he  rose  to  ezoner- 
ate  tdmself  from  the  charge  of  hostility  to  the 
bill,  made  by  the  Senator  from  Varyland,  (Ur. 
OiULimas.)  He  seemed  to  think  it  a  great 
hardahip  that  ttiis  bill  shoold  be  selected  as  the 
baae  on  which  this  system  is  to  be  founded. 
Now  he  could  not  see  what  difference  it  would 
make  to  that  company,  whether  the  General 
Govenunent  ptud  for  the  stock  out  of  the 
Treasury  of  the  Union,  or  by  a  transfer  of  the 
■ales  of  other  stocks,  invested  in  similar  pro- 
jects. The  gentleman  from  Maryland  must 
have  been  led  into  this  error,  from  sapposlng 
that  the  Secretary  of  tbe  Treasury  was  only 
■Qthorized  to  m^e  the  subscription,  in  the 
eTcmt  of  his  being  able  to  dispose  of  other 
■tocka  at  par :  bat  this  is  not  tne  foot.  The 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  is  required  to  sell  that 
stoek  wUoh  would  command  the  bigbeet  price  in 
market,  andprore  most  condnciTe  to  the  pub- 
lic good.  He  wonld  tell  the  gentleman  mim 
Uaryland  why  he  wasled  to  the  introduction  of 
the  amendment  to  this  bill.  It  was  from  a 
pareftil  examination  and  enomeration  of  the 
different  >4>plioations  that  are  now  before  Oon- 
gresB  for  similar  ioTeatmeatg  of  stocks ;  they 
exteoded  to  a  most  alarming  amount ;  and  if 
the  Government  wwe  to  go  on  aubscribing  to 
tiiese  stocks,  all  recommended  and  supported 
by  the  same  prindplea,  the  Treasury  would  be 
Btterly  onable  to  meet  the  demands  that  should 
thns  be  created.  The  whole  system  wonld  be 
rendered  impopular,  and  ita  warmest  friends 
would  be  reluctantly  oompelled  to  abandon  it 
He,  for  one,  would  be  foroed  to  abandon  it,  if  this 
plan  of  appropriatiug  the  public  money  to  every 
work  of  internal  improvement  that  may  be  pre- 
sented to  Congress,  were  persevered  in.  It  was, 
therefore,  becuisehewas  anxious  that  thesystem 
cdT  internal  improvement  should  prDq>er,  that  he 
introdnoed  the  amendment,  believing  that  it 
was  Uie  only  mode  left  to  save  it  from  ruin. 


Mr.  MaEmuT  moved  that  tbe  bill  be  laid 
on  the  tabl&  which  was  agreed  to,  yeas  31, 
nays  IS,  as  follows: 

TiAS.— HeHTs.  Adams,  BentOD,  Bibb,  Brown, 
DlckenoD,  Dudley,  FortyOi,  Grundy,  Hayue,  IredelL 
Kane,  King,  HcKiDlCT,  Ellis,  Sanford,  Smith  of 
South  CaroUna,  Bpr^^iia,  Troup,  Tyler,  White, 
Wo«H>ory— ai. 

Naib.— Mesne.  Barton,  Bell,  Burnet,  Chunbera, 
Chasa,  Foot,  Freliogbnyscii,  Heudriclu,  Holmes, 
i.i. — ...  lJTii|gg((„,  karliB,  Naudain,  Robbios, 
ilsbee,  amith  of  Maryland,  Webster— 1». 


Eoggiee,  SUsbee,  Si 


TumuT,  May  9S. 

<^  Jvdgt  Peek. 
Seats  having  been  arranged  on  the  right  and 
left  of  the  Chair,  for  the  accommodation  of  the 
Senators,  and  their  seata  assigned  to  the  man- 
agers and  memlMm  of  the  House  of  fi^resen- 
tativea,  and  the  accused  and  his  counsel, 

At  tbe  hour  of  12  o'clock,  the  Court  waa 
opened  by  proclamation  in  the  nsoal  form. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  WananB,  it  was 
Ordtrtdy  That  tbe  Seoretary  give  notice  to  the 
House  of  Bepresentatives  that  the  Seuite  are  now 
hi  their  clumber,  and  are  ready  to  proceed  on  the 
trial  of  the  impeachment  of  James  H.  Feck,  JudM 
of  the  District  Court  of  the  TJcited  Butes  for  the 
District  of  MIsKiurl ;  and  that  seats  an  provided 
for  the  aecommodaticu  cf   the  members  of  the 
House  of  BepresentatiTei. 
Judge  Peck  then  appeared,  accompanied  by 
r.  Wirt  and  Mr.  Meredith  as  his  ooonseL  and 
.  jcupied  seats  assigned  them  to  tbe  right  of 
the  Ohair ;  a  short  time  after, 

lers  of  the  Eoose  of 
Representatives  appeared,  and  took  the  seats 
usually  ooonpled  by  the  Senate. 

The  YioiPbuidsxt  then  asked  Judge  Peck 

whether  he  was  prepared  to  answer  tbe  article 

of  impeachment  exhibited  against  him. 

Judge  Feck  replied,  that  his  answer  and  plea 

ere  prepared,  and  desired  that  they  might  be 

read  by  his  connseL 

The  YioB  PBESisani  asked  Judge  Peck  whetb- 
_.'  the  answer  now  to  be  made  was  to  be  con- 
sidered as  his  final  answer ;  and  the  Jndge  hav- 
ing answered  in  tbe  affirmative,  the  counsel 
was  directed  to  proceed  to  read  it. 
Mr.  Meredith  read  the  answer,  (which  oo- 
ipied  upwards  of  two  hoars,)  conolnding  with 
the  general  plea  of  "  not  guilty." 
lb.  Btobbs,  in  behalf  of  the  managers,  moved 
That  they  have  time  to  oousnlt  the  House  of 
Representatives  on  a  replication,  and  that  they 
be  fomiahed  with  a  copy  of  the  answer  of  the 
respondent ;  which  was  agreed  to. 
On  motion  by  Mr.  Wibstkb,  it  was 
Ordend,  ThatwheuthisCourt  adjaorn,  ita^Jonni 
meet  sg^u  on  the  second  Moedsy  of  the  next 
■essicu  ot  Congress,  at  IS  o'clock,  then  to  proceed 
with  tbe  said  impeachment. 
Mr.  Wirt  denred  to  know  whether  blank 
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Btunmona  as  for  the  attenduioe  of  wlbieasea 
wooU  be  aUowed  to  the  reBpondent. 

The  Tioi  PsKStDiKT  replied  that  thej  vonld. 

The  Ooort  then  o^oomed  to  the  aecond 
Monday  of  the  next  Beeaion  of  Congreas, 

On  motion  by  Hr.  Eras,  it  waa 

Ordertd,  Thmhearticlesof  impeuhmentagalnit 
Judge  Peck,  with  hii  uiwer  and  exhibits,  be  printed 
for  the  uoe  of  the  Senate. 

WiDinnDAT,  Ma;  8S. 
SamoBol  qf  the  IndioM. 

The  amendmeuta  from  the  Hoiue  of  Bepra- 
■entatiTee  to  the  bill  "  to  provide  for  an  ez- 
ohauge  of  landa  with  the  Indians  reaidinK  in  toj 
of  the  State*  or  Territories,  and  for  tSeir  re- 
moval vest  of  the  river  Mlauaeippi,"  were  re- 
«eived,  and,  being  read — 

ICr.  Gi^TTON  moved  that  thej  be  poa^Mmed 
imtil  to-morrow ;  which  motion  was  r^ected— 
jeaa  l*.  lu^  84. 

Tba  mat  amendment  being  eonenrred  in, 

Ifr.  FBnjROHUTess  moTed  to  amend  the 
leoood  amendment,  by  inaerting  at  the  end 
thereof^  "and  that,  imdl  they  anall  ehooae  to 
remove,  the  said  tribea  bo  ^tooted  frcnn  all 
Btate  eneroaobments,  aoooraing  to  the  pravi- 
alona  of  anoh  treatiee." 

Mr,  Fbsukohhtbbn  moved  to  amend  his  mo- 
tion b^  striking  out  the  word  "  State,"  which 
waa  disagreed  to  by  yeas  18,  nays  8S. 

The  qoeation  reonrriDg  on  agreeiw  to  the 
amendment  as  ori^nally  proposed  by  Mr.  Fbi- 
UHOBiTTBtK,  it  waa  r^ectod— yeas  IT,  naya  96. 

Mr.  FsKUBBHiTxaxH  moved  to  insert  at  the 
cod  ot  the  second  amendment  of  the  Honaa  of 
fiepreaentativea,  "  and  that  all  snoh  tribes  be 
protected,  aooording  t«  the  provisions  of  wud 
tnatiei^  nntil  they  shall  choose  to  remove ;  " 
which  was  rejected— yeas  IS,  nays  ii. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Spaasuc,  to  insert  at  the 
cod  of  the  said  second  amendments  "  but  sooh 
treaties  shall  be  execnt«d  and  Mfllled  accord- 
ing to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  thereof^" — it 
was  r^eoted— yeas  1&  nays  U. 

On  motion  by  Mr.  Oi^rroa,  to  insert  at  the 
end  {tf  the  81^  second  amendment,  "Provided 
also,  that  the  provUons  of  this  act  shall  extend 
only  to  the  Indians  residing  within  the  State  of 
Qflorgia — it  was  r^ected  by  the  same  vote. 

The  add  second  amendment  waa  then  agreed 
to.    6o  it  was 


[Thursday  and  Friday  were  almost  wholly 
spent  in  the  oonsideration  of  private  hiUs  and 
executive  bosineas.] 

BATusniT,  May  20. 

The  YioE  PnBaiDiirt  b^ng  absent,  the  Senate 

proceeded  by  ballo^  to  the  election  of  a  Pred- 


Clim  of  A>  Stmiim.  [Mit,  1830. 

dent  pro  tmtpore  ;  and  when  the  ballotK  weie 
collected,  it  appeared  that  twenty-six  membos 
had  voted. 

Of  these  votea,  Mr.  Smra,  of  Maryland,  hir- 
ing received  fifteen,  waa  declared  to  be  duly 
elected. 

The  Senate  having  dimosed  of  every  bin  be- 
fore it  from  the  Honse  of  SepreeentaUvM,  pro- 
ceeded to  condder  ezecattve  borineea  before 
ten  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  remaned  ao  (sigiged 
nntil  the  atUoamment,  Intempted  only  by 
meaaujea  from  the  other  House,  and  frtn  the 
Preddnit  of  the  United  Stntea. 

AboDt  fonr  o'clock  A.  M  Qie  B«ntfe  ad- 
jonmed. 

'  MoHDAT,  May  81. 

A  Kesssge  was  reodved  fNxn  the  Preddait 

of  the  United  States,  and  read  as  foUows : 


iption  ( 
ID  Tnniidke  Boad  Company,"  and 


QmLiKiK :  I  have  considered  tl 

ipanv," 
>  the  Senate,  In  vhieh  H  originated. 

I  am  unable  to  approve  this  bill;  and  «<nU 
leapectfiilly  refer  the  Senate  to  my  Meaaage  I* 
the  HonSB  of  Bepnsentatives,  on  letuiulug  to 
that  Honse  the  bUl  to  avOiorite  "  a  aobacc^tiM  of 
stoek  In  (he  MayaviUe,  Wadilngton,  Pm^,  tat 
Lexington  Turnpike  Boad  Company,''  for  a  itiU- 
ment  of  my  otijectioiia  to  the  bill  beHnrith  letmied. 
The  HeMse  referred  to  bears  dale  on  the  ntb 
instant,  and  a  printed  copy  of  the  same  ia  hoevkk 
tranamitted. 

ANSBSW  JA.CKSON. 

The  bill  referred  to  in  the  fbreming  iiiMssgi 
having  originated  in  the  Senate,  that  body  pn- 
ceedea  to  reooiuider  said  bill,  in  the  mannv 
prescribed  in  the  seventh  section  erf  the  6nt 
article  of  the  ocnstitatim ;  and  two-tfairdi  of 
the  Senators  present  not  havinc  voted  tm  its 
passage,  it  was  r^ectod  by  theMlowlng  vote: 

TiAS. — Hessrs.  Barnard,  Barton,  Bentco,  BanM, 
Ohamt>ers,  Chase,  Clayton,  Headriek^  Johasua, 
Kh)g,  UriDgstcn,  KcKinle^  Nandaln,  IfeUe,  Rab- 
bins, Bnn^ea,  Seymoor,  BOsbee,  Bmith  of  Htzj- 
land,  Webeter,  WUley— «. 

NAva.— VeMia.  AdsnaL  Bibb,  Brawn,  Dk^mv, 
Dndley,  Kffia,  Foot.  Oran^,  Ireddl,  Kana^  Bovn. 
Banfbrd,  Sndth  of  Sotnh  OanUna,  8^i««4  I^ltf, 
White,  Woodbury— 17. 

Thir^-dght  memben  preamt ;  iiiiiii— ij  to 
pass  the  bill,  twenty-dz. 

Cless^as&ssim. 
A  meeeage  was  recrived  fhnn  the  Howe  ot 
Representatives,  stating  that  they  had  appoint- 
ed a  committee,  to  Join  snch  oconmittee  as 
might  be  q>pointod  by  tiie  Senate,  to  wait  on 
the  Prendent  of  the  United  Stetee,  and  inftra 
hhn  that  the  two  Hohsee,  having  finished  the 
bnsiness  before  them,  were  prepared  to  a^ioon, 
nnleas  he  have  ftartber  oommmiicatMMia  to  mske; 
in  which  the  BeaaleooDcnrred,  and  Mr.  Voca»- 
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e  ^pointed  on  the 


Bim  nd  Mr.  Busmr 
.part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  VoaoBUKi  nutated  that  ther  had  dis- 
charged th«  dn^ungned  them,  ana  had  been 
inibnoed  hj  tii«  Present  that  he  had  no  ftir- 
tbw  oonUDBolesticHi  to  make,  ezeept  that  he 
tun  detained  the  act  tn  ndation  to  the  BQbflorip- 
tion  for  tho  stock  in  the  LoniBville  and  Port- 


ia AmMM.  [SSRAtK. 

land  OfKud  Oompany,  and  an  act  in  relation  to 
oertun  light-honsea  and  faarbors,  for  farther 
oonsideraliOD. 

The  nanal  meaaagea  were  interchanged  be- 
tween the  two  Honsea  of  their  intention  to  ad- 
Jonni. 

The  Preaident  then  acljoaiiied  the  Senate, 
tmadit. 
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FBOGEEDINGS  AND  DEBATES 


THE    HOUSE   OF   REPRESENTATIVES.* 


Uottdat,  December  1, 1839. 
At  12  o'clock,  predsel;,  the  Honw  wu  called 
to  order  by  Uatibzw  Bt.  Olub  Olabks,  Esq. 
Oterk  fa>  the  lut  Oongresa. 


BBPBESENTATiySS. 


Onwnluhldd,  John  DtTli,  Htstr  IT.  Dwlfht,  Bdwird 
ETantI,  B«D]uilo  Sorluun,  0*oi|*  OtoimU,  Jr,  Jhbm 
L.  Hodc«,  Jofsph  fi.  Kandan,  John  Bs«d,  JoHph  Blshud- 
•Ol,  John  Vumun. 

iitedi  /AmA— TiMnm  Biuret,  DatM  J.  PanB. 

QHUueHoaL—yajm  ButMr,  Wm.  W.  KlUwoitli,  J.  W. 
~  I,  Bilpli  J.  InienoU,  W.  L.  Btom,  Ebiatui 


Fimwiil— WIUIUD  Cahooii,  Honea  Eraratt,  JouUura 
Bimt,  BoUlD  0.  U>llu7,  BanJunlD  SwUt 

Xm  ront— WmUm  Q.  Aifal,  Duwdlat  AinaU,  Thnn- 
■a  Baakmu,  Abnbam  Bockea,  Patar  L  Bant,  O,  C  Oam- 
bi^aiig,  Jaaob  Oragbaii>B,  Tlmolhr  Child*,  Heuy  B. 
Oowlatt  HaetOT  Cnig,  Oturiia  Q.  Dawltt.  JcAn  D.  Dtakln- 
■an,  JoBu  lEa^  Jr^  Oanc<  FUher,  laaaa  rtiiab,  Itldud 
HoOntn,  Joaeph  HavUna,  Jehlal  H,  Balaaj,  PacUu  KlDf , 
Jamaa  T.  Laot,  John  Uicaa,  Bancr  G  UartlDdala,  Bobait 
IfoDEU,  Tbanui  Huwall,  S.  T.  NartoB,  eanhom  Fowan, 
Bobert  S.  Boaa,  Heiu?  K.  Btom,  Jamaa  Bttoni,  Ambroaa 
Bpasear,  John  W.  Tarlor,  PUBiaa  I.  Tntj,  SiUan  0.  Tar- 
pluHk,  Campball  P.  WUia. 

JTaic  /wwiL— Lawli  Ooodlct,  Elshud  M.  Coopar,  Thom- 
<i  H.  Hochat,  iMaa  Planoa,  Jam 


■■  B.  Cnnrtnd,  Joahna  Eniu,  CthoMKj  Fonraid,  Joaaph 
Ftj,  Jr^  Jamaa  Ford,  Innlt  Sraan,  JohD  OUniora,  Joaeph 
HamplilU,  Patai  Ihria,  Jr^  Thoinaa  Irwtn,  Adam  Klnf, 


The  n^  Df  meinb«n  hftTing  been  caDad  « 
bf  StatML  it  ^tpeared  tbat  there  wen  pnm 
one  bnndred  aod  nlnety-foor  Repi 


and  tliree  Delexatea  from  TerribMnea. 
of  the  Honse  b^Dg 


Qaotga  a.  Ldpar,  H.  A.  UaUaabus.  Alam  Hut.  IMaM 
H.  Millar,  Wmiam  UaOraarr, 'WtUiam  Blmar,  Jahi  ScA 
Phllaadai  Btaphan^  J^m  B.  Blaricara,  Joal  &  BaiboluA 


.    [Omti 


T-l 


JalniMfa.— Kaaaay  Joluu,  Jt. 

JfarylaiiJ.— Blaa  Bran,  OlamaDt  tMnar.  Wi^iiti  C 
Howaid,  Gaoiia  B.  Utidiall,  Udiaal  a  Spila,  Bwfdkl 
L  Banmita,  Blshaid  SpMMar,  6«iifa  O.  ITaaUafte,  l|k- 
nlm  K.  WIlaoiL 

Flrv<iUa.— Haifc  AlanmJar.  Bobeit  Allaa,  WmM  fc 
AlslHI,  iniUam  Aimatnas,  J^ia  B.  Balbiw.  FUHp  F. 
Barbsor,  J.  T.  BoaldlBC  Xlahaid  Oak*,  Jr,  BtUaaU  E 
01alb0TB4  Bobart  B.  Oralf,  PUlIp  Daddildn  n<"* 
DkTanport,  vmiam  P.  eardea,  LavU  HaxTaO,  OarW  P. 
Uanai,  WllUam  II0CB7,  Thomaa  Hairtaa,  Jak>  ttat, 
Alaxaodar  Bmjth,  Asdrav  Btamagtt,  Jeha  TUIilinft 
Jamaa  Tnmat 

a  OanMm.—ynSat  AlatoB,  Daidal  I.  BanfiV^ 
Bamnal  P.  Caiaoa,  H.  "W,  Coaaar,  Edmud  Dafavrf.  U- 
wart  B.  Dodlaf ,  Tbonaa  H,  Hall,  Bobart  Fottai,  WQtU 

Shapard,  Asfutjaa  ~ 


.    [Ona  Ti 


IT-] 


Aaa  CbnMiw.— Bobart  V.  Banwdl,  Jaaaa  BUi;  M> 
CampbaD,  Warran  K.  D*tI^  muiam  DiaTti^  mOUa  ^ 
ItMiOn,  Otaiga  MaDsfl^  ITllliui  T.  Koakid]^  SBd« 

SlBrpfil.— Tlmiiiaa  r.  Tartar,  ChuMt  E.  Harwa,  VOmi 
LamUs,  Haarj  8.  Idmar,  Wllar  Tbv^aoa,  BJwl  B- 

-  ll-Wayma. 

.  -Jamaa  Clark,  S.  D.  Oolamaa,  ThMH  Ol- 
toB,  HiBfT  Saalal,  Nitkao  Oal&ar,  B.  H.  AtMta,  Ma 
Klnktfd,  Jgaaph  Laeompta,  CUttantea  I^m,  bkM  F- 
_     .       _  —     i«i,joJT«aay. 

Joha  Ball,  D«M  OnfUi,  ■•*■ 


mai  Btandiftr. 
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The  Home  proceeded  to  ballot  for  a  Speaker. 
ilr.  OoNDicT,  of  New  Jersey,  ib.  Btpur,  of 
Usiue,  and  Mr.  Pols,  of  TenneMee,  being 
appointed  Tellers,  aonotmced,  after  counting  the 
ballol«,  that  Aitoskw  Stkvk»oii  bad  received 
one  bniidred  and  dfty-nine  votes ;  vhiob,  being 
1  m^oritj  of  the  whole  immber, 

Abdbbw  Brcmraoii,  of  Virginia,  was  de- 
dared  to  be  dniy  elected  Speaker  of  the  House. 

The  l^peater't  Addnu. 

Being  condnoted  to  the  ohair,  the  Si'kakzb 

elect  addreased  the  Honae  In  the  following 

GnTLKiiR;  I  recetre  thlt  renewed  ind  distin- 
guished proof  of  the  contiQUed  confidence  ind  sp- 
probation  of  mj  countrj,  with  feeling*  of  deep  lea- 
sibility  and  unaffected  gratitude;  and  since  it  ie 
joor  pleaanre  (hat  1  should  ■gain  preside  otct  jout 
detibentkniB,  1  accept  the  trust,  with  an  earnest 
hope  thlt  the  choice  of  the  Uouoe  may  not  proTe 
injarious  to  its  inleresti,  or  detiimeotal  to  its  hoooT. 

Of  the  importance  snd  respoDsibilitj  of  this  high 
office,  it  is  unnecesssrj  to  speak.  It  his  been 
justly  regarded,  both  in  relation  to  its  eleration, 
and  the  nature  and  extent  of  iu  duties,  as  One  of 
the  moat  delicate  and  reepoosible  trusts  under  the 
Gorenimenl.  Indeed,  the  great  increase  of  legis- 
lative bosineai,  both  of  ■  public  and  prirate  nature, 
(occapjing,  as  it  does,  so  targe  a  portion  of  tbe 
;ear,)  the  nomber  of  this  House,  and  the  bibit  of 
animated,  protracted,  and  frequeet  debate,  have,  of 
late,  tended  tbtj  much  to  render  the  dnties  of  the 
Chair  peoaliarty  ardoons  to  the  indiTldual  who  fills 
it,  and  of  iocrewBed  importuiGe  to  tbe  public 

How  tar  it  wilt  be  in  my  power  to  meet  the  ei- 
pectationa  of  tbe  House,  by  an  able  and  enlightened 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  high  station,  it  is  not 
for  roe  to  «j.  Distrustful  of  mj  Own  abilities,  I 
can  promise  but  little  else  than  leal  and  fidelity. 
I  shall  shrink  from  the  performance  of  no  duty, 
however  painfal ;  shun  no  reaponaibilitf,  however 
•evere  ;  mj  time  and  talents  shall  be  devoted  to 
your  serrice  ;  and,  in  pursuing  the  manly  and 
steady  course  which  duty  directs,  I  ahalt,  at  least, 
be  cheered  and  sustained  b;  a  consciousness  of  tbe 
ptupoies,  and  a  confidence  in  the  principles,  which 
I  shall  iiriug  with  me  into  this  irduoos  serrice. 
Od  your  part,  gentlemen,  I  shall  expect  and  need 
your  kind  and  cordial  co-operation,  and  that  geae- 
ral  coafldcnce,  without  which  all  the  efforts  of  au- 


Crvlghton,  James  rindlsy,  John  IL  aoodinow,  Wllltsm  7. 
Irwto,  TlUlam  Kanuiii,  'William  Sanell,  VUUun  aun- 
ben7,JsaieaBblelil*,J(din  Thomson,  Joseph  Tanes,  Bunusl 
F.  VUtos,  ElWu  WUtUtsey. 

XntMoHd,— Hiorr  H-  Snrlaj,  IT.  H.  OTarten,  Edward 
D.  White. 

iHdimma^aMm  Booa,  Jooalhaa  Jnmlnga,  John  Taat 

^lab<uma.—a.  E.  R.  Bajlor,  a  0.  day,  Dlaui  H.  Lawla 

inatfmlppL-'aimiat  Hlnda 

.JIHiHria— Joseph  DoDcan. 


thority  would  be  negatory ;  and  I  entreat  yon  to 
aSbrd  me  that  aid  and  support  in  maintaining  the 
cMabUsbed  roles  and  orders  of  the  House,  so  necee- 
sary  to  the  eharacter  and  dignity  of  its  det^ra- 
tions,  and  the  despatch  of  the  habeas  of  the  na- 

In  aMenbUng  agtdn  to  eonioder  the  condition  of 
onr  beloTed  cooutry,  I  srixe  the  occasion  to  oBbr 
you  my  corral  congratnlationa  upon  lla  prosperity 
and  happiness,  and  the  still  more  exalted  destinies 
that  await  It.  Whilst  oor  relations  with  foreign 
power*  are  dlstingnldied  by  alliances  and  good  will, 
which  serre  bot  to  tender  onr  friendship  tnore  vai> 
uable  to  each,  aod  more  courted  by  all,  our  dtna- 
tion  at  home,  onder  the  influence  of  virtuous  aod 

Ktriotic  councils,  is  peaceful,  united,  and  happy. 
>w  long  these  bleamngs  are  to  be  eojojed  by  us, 
and  secured  to  our  children,  must  depend  upon  the 
virtue  and  intelligeace  of  the  people ;  the  preserva- 
tion of  our  happy  Unioti  \  and  the  virtuous,  liberal, 
and  enlightened  administration  of  our  free  Institu- 

That  OUT  confederated  republic  can  only  exist  by 
the  tie*  of  common  Interest  and  t>rothert^  attach- 
ment, by  mutual  forbearance  and  moderation,  (col- 
lectively and  individually,)  and  by  cherishing  a  de- 
votion to  liberty  aod  anion,  must  be  apparent  to 
every  candid  mind ;  and,  as  our  fathers  nniled 
their  counsels  and  their  arms,  poured  out  their 
blood  and  treasore,  in  sopport  of  their  common 
rights,  snd  by  the  exertions  of  all  succeeded  in  de- 
fending the  liberties  of  each,  so  must  we,  if  we  in- 
tend to  continue  a  free,  united,  and  happ<r  people, 
profit  by  their  counsels,  and  emulate  their  illustrious 

How  much  will  depend  upon  the  cooduct  and 
deliberations  of  the  national  legislature,  and  espe- 
cially of  ttiis  House,  it  Is  not  needihl  that  I  should 
admonish  you.  I  need  not,  1  am  sure,  remind  you, 
gentiemen,  that  we  are  here  the  gnardlans  and 
Bepresentatives  of  onr  entire  cooDtry,  and  not  the 
advocates  of  local  and  partial  interests;  thai  na- 
tional legislation,  to  be  petmanentiy  useful,  most 
tM  just,  liberal,  enlightened,  and  impartial  j  that 
ours  is  the  high  duty  of  protecting  all,  and  not  a 
part — of  maintaining  inviolably  the  pubhc  faith — 
of  elcvatiog  the  public  credit  and  resources  of  the 
nation — of  eipendiog  the  public  treasure  with  the 
same  care  and  econoDiy  that  we  would  our  own — 
of  limiting  ouraetves  within  the  pale  of  our  consti- 
tutional powers,  and  regulating  our  measures  by 
the  great  principles  contained  in  that  sacred  char- 
ter, and  cherishiog  in  our  hearts  the  sentiment 
that  the  union  of  the  States  cannot  be  too  highly 
valued,  or  too  watchfully  oheriahed. 

These  are  some  of  the  great  landmarks  which 
anggesl  themselves  to  my  mind,  as  proper  to  guide 
us  in  oar  legislative  career.  By  these  means,  gen- 
tlemen, we  shall  not  only  render  ourselves  worthy 
of  the  high  trust  confided  to  ua,  but  we  shall  en- 
dear to  our  people  the  principles  of  their  constitu- 
tioD  and  free  iostitutioDS,  aod  promote  a  sentiment 
of  union  and  action,  auspicious  to  the  safety,  glory, 
and  hap[unesB,  of  our  beloved  and  common  coun- 
try. 

The  oath  of  office  wm  then  adnunistered  to 
the  Speaker  by  Mr.  Nkwton,  of  Virginia,  (the 
father  of  the  House,)  and  by  the  Spulxsb  to 
the  members,  by  Bt^ea  in  snccearion. 

Tbk  ceronuiny  being  ended — 
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l£r.  Ruiur,  of  PenDBjlvania,  snbmitted  the 
following  resolntion : 

Raolsed,  Thit  Uatthev  St.  Clur  CEmIee,  Clerk 
to  the  Ute  House  of  BepresentfttiTeB,  be  appointed 
Clerk  to  tbii  Hooae. 

Mr.  JoHMaoN,  of  Eeutacky,  mXA  that  ha  

infonned  that  there  would  possiblj  be  several 
other  iodiTidoHls  who  would  be  oaiididat«s  for 
the  Office  of  derk.  Ho  therefore  proposed  to 
pOHtpone  the  election  to  twelve  o'^ock  on 
ThoTBdaj,  to  enable  tnembera  to  make  up  a 
jadffraeDt  upon  the  information  which  t^ej 
might  in  the  mean  time  receive  of  the  obarac- 
ters  of  the  varioas  candidatea.  This  officer,  he 
eaid,  was  the  chief  controlling  ezecntive  officer 
of  this  body ;  hia  aitnation  waa  one  highly  con- 
fidential and  reEponrible.  It  was  doe  to  the 
members,  and  to  the  candidates,  that  a  better 
opportunity  should  be  afibrded  for  aelectioD 
from  amongst  the  latter,  than  he  at,  leasC  bad 
ei^oyed.  Be  had  himself  intended  to  move, 
that  on  Thursday  next,  at  twelve  o'clock,  the 
House  would  proceed  to  the  election  of  a  clerk; 
and  with  this  view  he  moved  to  postpone  nntil 
Thnrsday  next  the  oonaideration  of  tlie  reeoln- 
tion  now  under  consideration. 

Mr.  RuiaAT  asked  what  waa  the  House  in 
the  mean  time  to  do  for  a  clerk  t  Could  the 
House  proceed  in  its  business  without  that 
officer!  In  offering  the  resolution,  Mr.  B.  said, 
he  had  only  followed  the  example,  set  by  for- 
mer Congresses,  of  electing  the  clerk  immedi- 
ately after  the  choice  of  Speaker.  And  be 
naked  that  the  question  of  postponement  should 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered 
upon  the  questitm. 

In  reply  to  a  qnestitai  pnt  to  the  Chair, 
whether  the  late  derk  would  be  considered  in 
service  nntil  an  election  of  clerk  took  place, 
the  Speaker  answered  that  he  presumed  that 
he  would. 

lii.  Cahsselkhs  of  New  Tork,  suggested 
the  postponement  of  the  election  to  tO-morrow, 
instead  of  Thursday. 

Mr.  JomreoN  proposed  Wednesday,  as  the 
medium  between  to-morrow  and  Thursday. 
The  obiect  of  his  motion  for  postponement,  and 
the  only  object  of  it,  was  to  obtain  time  to 
make  up  his  mind  upon  information  which  he 
might  receive  as  to  the  relative  merits  of  the 
-several  candidatea  for  this  office.  To-morrow 
tbe  message  of  the  Prewdent  might  be  expected 
to  be  received,  and  the  other  officers  of  the 
House  also  were  to  be  elected;  so  that  the 
election  of  clerk  could  not  well  be  made  until 
Wednesday,  to  which  day,  therefore,  he  now 
moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  Mr. 
R*hsi,t's  motion. 

Mr.  Bmosa,  of  Rhode  Island,  said  that  if 
the  old  clerk  could  continue  to  act  ae  clerk  for 
several  days,  without  an  election,  why  not  for 
thewholesessiont  When  waa  his  service  to  end] 

The  Spbxesb  said  that  that  waa  a  matter  for 
the  discretion  of  the  Honse. 

Mr.  BuBOBs  aaid  that  the  mere  ueoeasity  of 
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the  oaae  made  it  proper  that  the  clerk  to  the 
last  Honae  should  act  m  oreamzing  the  preaent. 
But,  when  the  Honae  had  gone  so  fiu'  a*  to 
choose  a  Speaker,  it  appeared  to  him  that  the 
necessity  was  over,  and  that  the  Hoase  would 
be  without  a  clerk,  unlees  one  should  be  imme- 
diately chosen.  Without  a  clerk  thua  choeen, 
he  did  not  see  how  the  Eouae  was  to  make  any 
record  of  its  transactions. 

Mr.  AieroN,  of  North  Carolina,  Uionght  that 
no  difficulty  could  arise  from  a  poetponemeal 
of  the  conuderation  of  the  resolution.  He 
thought  the  resolntion  improper  in  itsd(  and, 
when  the  gentleman  from  Kentncky  roee,  he 
waa  about  to  have  risen  himself^  and  prapoaa 
that  the  House  shonld  proceed  to  an  eleclioo 
by  ballot.  He  preferred  that  the  whole  qne«- 
tiou  shonld  lie  upon  the  table  for  the  preMot, 
and  that,  whenever  the  Honae  should  proceed 
to  the  election  of  a  clerk,  it  should  be  by  bal- 
lot. As  to  the  old  clerk  continuing  to  act,  Mr. 
A.  aaid,  it  had  been  the  universal  practice  that 
the  old  clerk  should  continue  to  act  nntil  an- 
other shonld  be  appointed. 

Mr.  RiJisAT  expressed  his  willingtiess,  if  it 
would  meet  the  views  of  hia  friend,  so  to  mod- 
ify his  resolution,  as  to  propose  that  the  Hoose 
should  now  go  into  an  election  of  a  clerk. 

Mr.  BuosAKAS,  of  Pennsylvania,  aaid  he 
trusted  that  such  a  coniee  would  be  pnraued  as 
that  the  House  should  at  once  go  into  «n  elec- 
tion by  ballot.  And  perh^s  his  colleague  wai 
wrong  in  now  proposmg  a  difi'erant  eonne.  It 
had  been  the  practice,  Sr.  B,  knew,  where  no 
opposition  to  the  old  clerk  was  intended,  te  re- 
appoint him  by  resolntion.  The  eentlenun 
from  Kentucky,  however,  had  stated  that  he 
believed  that  there  were  bther  oandidstei  for 
the  office.  Mr.  B.  s^d  he  did  not  know  the 
Gut:  bnt,  if  there  were,  the  proper  coune 
was,  as  nsnaL  in  such  case,  to  proceed  to  ballot 
for  a  clerk.    He  should,  hiirwlf,  vote  to  lay  the 

solution  on  the  table,  and  then  to  prooeed  to 

I  election  by  ballot 

Mr.  Bausai  then  withdrew  his  reeolntioD 

favor  of  Mr.  Clarke,  and  moved,  in  lira 
thereof^  that  the  House  do  now  proceed  to  the 
election  of  a  clerk. 

Mr.  JoHNsoir,  of  Kentucky,  moved  to  amend 
this  last  motion,  so  as  to  go  into  an  eledioD  on 
Wednesday  next  at  twelve  o'dock,  instead  0/ 
tbis  day. 

On  this  qnestion  the  House  divided— ayes  H, 
the  noea  bnng  a  large  minority. 

The  motion  to  proceed  d^:«ctly  to  a  balloting 
was  then  agreed  to.  Mr.  Rambat  then  Doni- 
nated  Mr.  Clarke,  and  Mr.  Johbbox  nccniiiated 
Virgil  Maioy,  of  Maryland. 

Tbe  votes  having  been  coUeeted  and  ooonted 
by  Mr.  Raxbat,  Mr.  Johkboit,  and  Mr.  Bc- 
o&AHAH,  it  appeared  that  the  number  of  rote* 
given  in  for  Mr.  Clarke  waa  one  hundred  and 
thirty-five ;  which,  being  a  m^ority  of  the 
whole  numt>er,  MjlTtbiw  St.  Cua  Claxki 
waa  elected  Clerk  of  the  Honae  of  ROTrcwata- 
tivea,  and  waa  forthwith  avom  into  offlae. 
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On  motion  of  Ifr.  Millbb,  of  PeDnHylvania, 
it  wsa  resolved.  n«m,  ton.,  that  Johh  Oswau> 
Dims  be  appointed  Sergeant-ab-Anns  to  the 

On  motlixk  of  Mr.  Mnxxit,  the  House  then 

K)ceeded  to  the  eleotaon  of  a  doorkeeper. 
e  late  venerable  (thongh  now  infirm)  door- 
keeper, Gqit.  Bbhjamin  Bdbob,  waa  nomi- 
naled,  in  a  ver^  appropriate  manner,  by  Hr. 
TuOEEB,  of  South  Carolina,      Beveral   other 

firsoiu  were  nominated  b;  different  membera. 
he  baUota  having  been  counted  by  tellers 
named  br  the  Speaker,  Mr.  Tdokkk  reported 
that  Mr.  Bnrch  bad  received  one  hnndred  and 
thirty-six  votes,  (a  large  m^ority  of  the  whole 
ninnber,)  and  waa  oanaeqnentlv  chown. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolveo,  »«m.  eon.,  that 
OvsffroN  Oabr  be  appointed  Asaiitant  Door- 
keeper to  tbia  Honse. 

The  nsnal  message  having  been  iuterobanged 
Kith  the  Senate,  it  waa  resolved  that  a  eommit- 
tee  be  ^ipointed  on  the  part  of  this  Eunse,  to 
join  sach  committee  as  have  been,  or  may  l>e, 
appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  to  wait 
npon  the  President  of  the  United  Btates,  and 
Inform  bi™  that  qnomma  of  the  two  Houses 
have  assembled,  and  that  Oongress  are  ready  to 
rteeire  any  oommmucations  he  may  be  pleased 
Uivaake. 


Tdkbdat,  December  8. 

Hr.  Dbattoh.  from  the  committee  qtpoinfed 
on  the  part  of  this  Honse,  to  Join  the  commit- 
tee appointed  on  the  part  M  the  Senate,  to 
wajt  on  tiie  !^esident  of  the  United  StBlea,  &e., 
reported  that  the  committee  had  wuted  on  the 
I^sident  according,  and  that  the  President 
answered  that  he  would  make  a  commnnica- 
tioQ  to  Congress  tbia  day. 

The  Hesaage  of  the  Preddent  of  the  United 
States  was  soon  after  received,  by  the  bands  of 
A.  J.  DoHELBON,  Esq.,  his  Private  Secretary, 
and  read.    [See  Senate  Proceedings,  p.  405.] 

Whereupon,  ten  tbonsand  copies  thereof 
were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  nse  of  this 


Thcimdax,  December  10, 
PreridmC*  lltMoge. 
The  House  then  went  into  Gommittee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union ;  when  the 
t^veral  branches  of  the  President's  Message 
were  referred  to  the  different  Standing  and 
Select  Oonunittees. 

Tvwoi.1,  December  IS. 
S^fu»B  Landl  in  Tenntnee, 
Mr.  Cbockbtt  moved  the  following  resoln- 
t  Jon,  viz : 

Raalved,  Tb*t  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
with  iaMracUons  to  inqmre  aa  to  tbe  moat  equitable 
Knd  advanlageoui  mode  of  dLeponng  of  the  refuae 


This  resolation  being  read, 

ICr.  PoLZ,  of  Tennessee,  moved  to  amend  the 
reaolntlon,  by  striking  ont  so  much  aa  proposee 
a  Select  Oommittee,  and  moving  to  refer  the 
anbject  of  the  resolntion  to  the  Oommittee  on 
the  Public  Lands, 

Mr.  Gbookxtt  said,  that  he  wished  this  anV 

{eot  to  take  the  same  coarse  now  aa  it  had  done 
leretofore.  The  resolution  referred,  he  said, 
to  a  few  scraps  of  land  lying  along  m  his  dis- 
trict, which  it  was  high  time  should  be  dis- 
posed of.  The  subject  had  been  already  sev- 
eral times  before  Oongress,  and  had  always 
heretofore  been  referred  to  a  Select  Oommit- 
tee ;  and  all  Uiat  he  asked,  waa,  that  it  sLonld 
take  the  same  conrse  now  as  it  had  done  here: 

Mr.  Polk  said,  that  a  part  of  this  soHect 
was  always  before  the  Committee  on  the  Pub- 
lic Lands  in  the  shape  of  a  memorial  from  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee.  He  thonght,  there- 
fore, that  a  reference  of  this  resolution  to  that 
oommittee  was  expedient,  that  all  parts  of  the 
snbject  Hboold  be  placed  before  the  same  com- 
mittee. 

Mr.  Stkhtokik,  of  Pennsylvania,  said,  that 
at  the  late  aeerion  of  Congress,  a  proportion 
had  been  made  for  distribnting  the  vacant  pnb- 
lio  lands,  or  the  proceeds  of  them,  among  the 
several  States.  This  proposition  was  so  con- 
nected with  the  snbject  of  this  resolntion,  that, 
as  be  expected  it  would  be  renewed  at  this  ses- 
sion, he  moved  that  the  pending  resolntion  lie 
npon  the  table  for  the  present. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the  table 
was  n^tived. 

Mr.  OBOOKxrr  made  some  fiirther  remarks, 
in  which  he  was  nnderatood  to  say  that  the 
Legislature  of  Tennessee  was  disposed  to  with- 
draw its  former  memorial.  Bat,  however  that 
might  be,  he  sud  his  ooUeagne  (Mr.  Polk)  had 
heretofore  had  this  matter  in  his  charge  as  head 
of  a  Select  Oommittee ;  and,  said  lb-.  0,,  as  I 
live  among  the  people  who  are  Interested  in 
these  lands,  I  want  now  to  have  something  to 
do  myself  with  the  disposition  of  the  snbject. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Polk  to  amend  Mr. 
OBOOKKTi'e  resolve  was  then  negatived,  9S  to 
66 ;  and  Mr.  0,'s  resolntion  was  agreed  to. 

Wiitam  Armorf. 
Ur.  DxBBA  moved  the  following  resolntion, 

Radvtd,  That  the  Committee  on  HiliUry  Affairs 
be  ioElmcted  to  inqmre  into  the  eipadisncy  of 
eetabliahlng  an  armory  at  loma  suitable  point  upon 
the  Weatera  waters. 

Mr.  CKiLTOir.  of  Kentucky,  proposed  to 
amend  the  resolntion,  by  adding  to  it,  "  or  at 

the  falls  of ,  in  the  Stat«  of  Eentncky," 

and  added  some  observations  to  show  the 
strong  cMms  of  this  location  for  the  proposed 
armory. 
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iir.  Vahok,  of  Ohio,  thongU  that,  «oii«d- 
ering  the  Tanaty  of  conflietiog  olalma  for  tfats 
object,  the  resolution  bud  bett«r  be  general  in 
its  terms,  and  refer  the  whole  aubject  of  the 
establiabiuent  of  an.  armor7  on  the  Weatem 
waters  to  the  same  committee ;  that  all  the 
aitea  in  the  Westera  country  might  be  oonsid- 
ered  together. 

The  reaolation  was  then  modified,  with  the 
consent  of  the  mover,  m  as  to  propose  a  gene- 
ral inqairf  into  the  expedienof  of  eatahliah- 
ing  an  ftrmor;  on  the  waters  of  tiia  Western 
States. 

Ur,  Oabbon,  of  North  Carotiut,  remarking 
that  no  part  of  the  conntiT  possessed  mora 
valuable  water  power  than  iLe  western  part  of 
the  State  of  Korth  OaroUna,  proposed  to  amend 
the  resolution  bj  adding,  "  or  on  the  weatem 
waters  of  the  Btete  of  North  Carolina." 

Mr.  JoHHBOK,  of  Kentocky,  said  he  regretted 
this  moUon  on  the  part  of  his  friend  from 
North  Carolina,  as  oalcnlated  to  produce  a 
colliuon  between  the  West  and  the  South  as  to 
the  location  of  an  armoiy.  He  was  perfectly 
willing  to  vote  for  an  independent  proposition 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  erection 
of  an  armory  in  the  South,  bat  he  was  unwill- 
ing to  comiect  it  with  a  proposition  for  an 
armory  in  the  West.  For  the  last  fifteen  years 
it  had  been  in  vwn  attempted  to  procure  the 
establishment  of  a  Kational  Armory  on  the 
Western  waters,  notwithstanding  the  nnani- 
mons  opinion  of  the  West,  conenrred  in  by  the 
ezecntive  ofBcers  of  tite  Government,  that  a 
Western  armory  was  necessary,  not  to  gratify 
indiTidnaU  interested  in  its  location,  but  for 
the  defence  of  the  country,  and  to  prevent 
prodigal  expenditure  of  the  public  moneys  in 
transportation  of  arms,  Ac     Wu  have  now 


Kational  Armories  at 
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eetts,  and  at  Harper's  f'erry,  in  Virginia ;  and 
A  report  had  been  made  to  Congress,  at  his 
own  instance,  pointing  out  the  varions  sites 
which  the  United  States  engineers  had  thought 
would  be  advantageous  for  an  armory  in  the 
Western  comitry.  But,  although  his  imme- 
diate constituents  were  deeply  interested  in 
the  establishment  of  an  armory  at  the  Horse 
Shoe  Bend,  and  others  equally  interested  in 
other  sites,  he  despaired  ever  seeing  in  bis  day 
an  armory  established  in  the  West  at  all,  unless 
upon  the  broad  principle  of  giving  the  Execu- 
tive of  the  United  States  the  power  of  select- 
ing a  site,  as  had  been  done  heretofore  in  the 
oase  of  the  armory  at  Springfield,  and  that  at 
Haiper's  Ferry,  Having  no  olyection  to  in- 
quiring into  the  expediency  of  establishing  ao 
armory  in  the  Wes^  as  well  as  in  the  South, 
but  being  opposed  to  confounding  the  two 
propositions,  Mr.  J.  moved  to  strike  out  of  Mr. 
Oabson's  amendment  the  conjunction  or,  and 
insert  and,  which  would  have  the  effect  to  sep- 
arate the  two  propositions,  instead  of  connect- 
ing them. 

Mr.  Oaiwos  said  he  was  entirely  disposed  to 
grat^  his  friend  from  Kentucky;  but,  as  his 


motatm  had  been  made  on  the  impulse  of  the 
moment,  and  oookl  be  readily  modified  to  mwt 
his  Mend's  views,  he  moved,  to  give  t^pMts- 
nity  for  Qiat  purpose,  that  the  resalation 
shonld  be  ordered  to  lie  npon  the  table  fw  tlie 
present. 
The  motitHi  wu  agreed  to. 

Anmial  l^tatwry  S^ort. 

The  Speakw  Ud  before  the  Hoose  a  ItUer 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  (Ssmnel 
D.  Ingham,  Est).,)  transmitting  his  annul  »■ 
port  upon  the  state  of  the  finances. 

The  report  having  been  annonnoed  Ihm  tbs 
Ohidr, 

Mr.  "BtVOBASisi  moved  that  tan  thoniud 
ooplee  of  the  report,  and  the  doonments  aooom- 
panying  it,  be  printed. 

Mr.  Whittlksit  proposed  mi  thousand  ac^ie^ 
bein^  the  lai^ieet  number  ever  printed  «f  s 
pnbho  document  before  this  aestdon. 

Mr.  Bdobadaji  sud  that  the  Annual  Report 
of  the  Treasury  Department  was  always  looked 
to  with  great  interest  by  the  people;  thst  it 
waa  too  volnminous  to  find  admiseion  at  Isrp 
into  the  newspapera ;  that  its  general  circals- 
tion  waa  very  oenrable,  &o.  Ten  thooMod 
copies  had  been  ordered  to  be  printed  of  ibt 
documents  accompanying  Ute  Message  of  lb* 
President;  and  tnis  doonment,  he  prcauntd, 
would  be  considered  of  at  least  eqnal  impn- 

Mr!  WHUTLBnT  aaid  he  adndtted  tbit  Uiu 
document  was  one  of  importance,  and  uagbl 
for  with  avidi^.  He  thonght,  however,  Ihit 
the  largest  number  of  oopiea  ever  before  iiriiit- 
ed,  was  saffioiently  large  now ;  eepeciaUy  v 
the  material  and  substantial  part  of  the  k^ 
would  find  its  way  into  every  newspaper  in  '^ 
country.  He  was  disposed,  he  B«d,  to  olaerve, 
as  far  as  was  conwstent  with  a  prudent  regird 
to  the  pnblio  Interest,  the  system  of  ecoVMsj 
recommended  in  the  report  of  the  Committt*  rf 
Retrenchment  at  the  sesMon  before  tbo  itfti 
and  be  conld  not  conceal  his  sorprise  that  gto- 
tlemen  who  were,  at  the  last  session,  w  i^' 
ions  to  rednce  tne  amount  of  eipeaditnre, 
especially  on  otgecta  of  this  nature,  to  'biclt 
they  seemed  to  have  directed  mnch  of  tb«r 
attention^  shonld  now  show  snch  a  diqwatrt 
to  swell  it  instead  of  rednoing  It. 

Mr.  BooBUJAS  stud  he  was  happy  to  ^ 
that  the  gentleman  from  Ohio  was  now  n  «■ 
eided  an  advocate  for  retrenchment ;  not  bw'' 
ing,  however,  that  he  bad  ever  found  him  oin- 
erwise.  He  did  not  know  but,  in  P"""'^?' 
this  obiect  he  and  the  gentleman  from  (*w 
would  be  found  going  hand  in  hand.  Bat  ihi^ 
Mr.  B.  said,  was  not  the  point  at  which  ibej 
ought  to  beeSn  to  retrench.  BotreBchmaLt 
ought  not  to  begin  with  commonieatioo  of  it 
formation  of  this  sort  to  the  people,  rho  »" 
more  interested  in  knowing  eiaeily  whsl  tw 
been  the  management  of  their  finandsl  e* 
cems  than,  perhaps,  in  any  oUier  ni^  " 
we  are  to  b^  the  work,  said  Mr.  B..  W  n  " 
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with  something  ebe^  more  in  aooordanoe  with 
the  proper  priaoiplea  of  retreuohment  thjui 
thia. 

The  qaeation  waa  then  taken  on  printing  the 
largest  nomher  proposed,  ten  thoniaod  ccqtieB, 
And  dedded  in  Uie  affirmative. 


WKDmsDAT,  Deoemher  16. 

The  reeolntioD  oome  up  which  was  featerday 
moved  br  ICr.  Riohabdsor,  of  Maseoohnsetta, 
for  the  addition  to  the  Standing  Oommitteea 
of  4 

(hauaitUe  on  Biveation. 

The  raeolation  having  been  read, 

Ur.  RioBABDSox  sua  that  his  proposition 
was  a  simple  one,  prqxMiog  onlj-  that  a  Stand- 
ing Conunittee  on  ^noation  should  be  pro- 
vided, h7  the  roles  and  orders  of  the  Hoose. 
noIeaB  it  waa  made  necessary,  by  objecdona  to 
the  resolution,  he  shoold  not  ooonpj'  any  por- 
tion of  the  tjme  of  tlie  Home  npon  it,  bnt  snb- 
mit  it  for  decision  without  remart. 

Ifr.  Hau.  said,  in  due  defetenoe  to  tlie  gen- 
tlemaa  who  presented  this  reaolation,  the  sub- 
ject was  one  which  he  ooQoeived  did  not  prop- 
erly Dome  within  the  control  of  Oongress.  I 
elial],  said  he,  therefore,  feel  myself  bonnd  to 
object  to  the  reeolntion.  The  sntgect  of  edn- 
cation^  evidently,  so  far  aa  legislation  can  be 
carried  to  it  properly  belongs  to  the  State  an- 
thorities.  If  we  go  on  ruunming  anthority 
OVOT  snhjects  entirely  foreign  to  our  sphere  of 
antbority,  where  are  we  to  endt  We  already 
have  mnoh  extrinsio  matter.  As  an  ingtanoe,  I 
will  mention  the  sabject  of  agricultore;  over 
which  we  have,  I  beheve,  a  Standing  Oommit- 
tee.  This,  I  have  always  been  at  a  loss  to 
reconcile  to  my  idea  of  the  Just  power  of  Con- 
greea.  If  we  go  on  ingnmng  every  sn^eot 
to  which  le^slation  can  be  carried,  to  what  re- 
snltmiutwe  oome!  Shall  we  not  efiectnally 
aaaome  aU  the  power  of  the  State  anthoritiea  ? 
This  mniit  neoeesarily  be  the  result.  Sir,  there 
is  a  doctrine  advanced,  and  properly  advanced, 
and  snstsjned  by  the  Supreme  Oonrt  of  the 
United  States,  a  doctrine  properly  deduced  from 
one  of  the  plainest  provisions  of  the  constitn- 
tioo — it  ia,  that  all  tne  powers  of  this  Qovem- 
meat,  thongh  limited,  are  plenary,  within  their 

S roper  sphere.  I  admit  the  soundness  of  this 
octrine ;  bat  if  so,  it  at  once  pats  this  subject 
to  rest.  I  presome  neither  tlie  gentleman  him- 
self, nor  any  other,  will  pretend  that  the  States 
have  not  the  right  to  legislate  npon  this  sub- 
ject. If  this  be  so,  it  b  ^isive  tliat  this  Gov- 
ernment  cannoL  becaase  its  power  over  the 
sn^ect,  being  plenary,  is  necessarily  exclusive, 
and  therefore  not  to  be  participated.  It  la  not 
roy  object  to  detain  the  Hoose  \  bnt  for  the 
reasons  g^ven,  I  object  to  the  resotntion. 

Mr.  Davis,  of  Soutb  Carolina,  expressed  a 
ilesire  to  know  what  were  the  particular  viewi 
which  bad  indaced  the  gentleman  from  Massa- 
choaettA  to  bring  forwanl  this  proportion. 


Ur.  Stobbb,  of  New  Tork,  made  a  few  ob- 
servations, the  import  of  wnich  was,  that  he 
was  perfectly  willing,  when  any  snbjeot  requir- 
ing it  shoold  he  before  the  Honsc^to  give  it 
direction  to  a  proper  oommittee.  He  was  not 
aware,  however,  of  any  necessity  for  a  Stand' 
ing  Committee  on  the  anbject.  The  only  way 
in  which  it  had  heretofore  been  directly  pre- 
sented to  the  connderotion  of  the  Hoose,  was 
in  the  ahape  of  propositions  connected  witb 
grants  of  public  lands,  which  hod  been,  as  mat- 
ter of  ooaree,  referred  to  the  Oommittee  on 
Public  Lands.  Believing  the  consideration  of 
each  propoaitiona  to  be  safely  lodged  in  the 
hands  of  that  committee,  he  had  no  dispoaition  , 
to  tranafer  it  to  another  Select  Oommittee.  As 
at  present  advised,  therefore,  he  ahonld  voto 
against  the  resolution. 

Ur.  BioHASDsoK  uaA.  that  the  importance  of 
education  to  the  people  of  the  Umted  States, 
induced  him  to  advocate  the  adoption  of  the 
resolntion  now  before  the  Honae. 

The  gentleman  from  New  York  (Ur.  H.  R. 
Stokbs)  has  said  that  he  knows  not  what  a 
Standing  Committee  on  Education  can  have  to 
act  upon.  Ur.  B.  said  he  wonld  reply  to  the 
gentleman,  that  auch  a  committee  woold  have 
the  whole  subject  to  act  npou — a  long-neglect- 
ed anbieot,  and  of  the  highest  importance  to 
the  welfare  of  this  Union. 

This  anbject  had  been  most  earnestly  and  re- 

Seatedly  recommended  by  the  great  [mtrons  of 
berty — the  fathers  of  American  independence 
— the  founders  of  this  ropablio.  Permit  me, 
said  Ur.  B.,  to  call  the  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  opinion  contained  in  the  message  of  the 
first  President  of  the  United  Stales  to  Oon- 
greaa,  in  1790 : 

"yoram  I  lenpenoaded  that  yon  will  agree  wiUi 
me  in  opinion  that  there  is  nothing  which  con  bet- 
ter deserve  year  patronage  than  the  promotion  of 
science  and  liCeratore.  Knowledge  is,  hi  every 
eonntry,  the  surest  boaiB  of  public  hap|riness.  In 
one,  in  which  the  measures  of  Oovermnent  reodve 
their  impreaaions  so  immediately  trora  the  aenaa  of 
the  ooimnunitj  as  in  ours,  it  is  proportionably  ee- 
sentiaL  To  the  aeoaritj  of  a  free  constitotion  it 
contributes  in  variaua  ways.  By  convinciug  those 
who  are  Intrasted  with  the  public  admiaiitration, 
that  every  valuable  end  of  government  ia  best 
answered  by  the   enlighteoed  confidence   of   the 

Eople,  and  by  teaching  the  people  themselvea  to 
ow  and  to  value  their  own  righta ;  to  discerc  and 
provide  ogoinit  invasioDJ  of  them ;  to  distinguish 
between  oppresaion  and  the  neceasory  exercise  of 
lawftd  authority— between  burdens  proceeding  fhuD 
a  disregard  to  tbeic  aoavenieDce,  and  those  raeolt- 
iog  from  the  inevitable  eiigenoiea  of  aociety ;  to 
diaorinuiwle  the  spirit  of  liberty  from  that  of 
licentiooaness— cherishing  tlie  first — avidding  the 
list — and  uniUng  a  ipeet^,  but  tempeiate  vi^once 
against  eneroa^ments,  with  an  inviolable  reapeet 
to  the  laws.  Whether  this  dedrable  object  will  be 
beat  promoted  by  affording  aids  to  seminoriea  of 
learoiog  already  esloblished,  by  the  ioelitution  of  a 
Nalionid  CniTernty,  or  by  any  other  eipedienta, 
will  be  well  worthy  of  a  idooe  in  the  deUberaliona 
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Hi.  Speaker,  this  U  Dot  a  Bolitory  reoom- 
mendfttioD  of  ttiia  enbieot  to  the  attention  of 
Congress.    In  similar  langnage,  it  has  been  re- 

Seatedly  nrged  npon  Congress  by  Washington, 
efferson,  Madison,  and  others. 
If  it  be  true,  as  the  gentleman  from  Kev 
York  sajs,  that  a  Oommittee  on  Education 
woold  haTfl  nothing  to  act  npon,  tJie  fact  is 
enoogh  to  encrimson  the  cheek  of  everj'  friend 
to  his  country  with  the  blnah  of  deep  mortifi- 
cation. It  is  high  time  that  there  were  a  com- 
niittee  to  make  this  a  snl^ect  of  attention — to 
■  devise  and  mature  measares  to  promote  a 
object  of  yital  importance  to  this  repnblio. 

The  gentleman  from  Iforth  Carolina  (Mi. 
Huj.)  has  stated  that  he  has  conatitutional 
objections  to  the  proposed  measnre.  Is  it  pos- 
Hble  that  the  constitution  prohibits  the  power 
to  raise  a  Committee  on  Edncation,  whilst 
there  are  committees  on  agrionlture,  manufac- 
tures, Indian  affairs,  and  varioiis  interests, 
nerer  named  in  the  constitntion  t  What  is  the 
language  of  the  constitution  t  "  We,  the  peo- 
ple of  the  United  States,  in  order  [among  other 
things]  to  promote  the  general  welfare,  and 
secure  the  blessings  of  libertj  to  onrselves  and 
our  posterity,  do  ordun  and  establish  this 
oonstitntjon  for  the  United  States  of  America." 
The  ^htL  section,  which  enumerates  the  pow- 
ers of  Congress,  declares  eipresalj  that  "  the 
Congress  shall  have  power  to  provide  for  the 
general  welfare  of  the  United  States;"  and  "to 
make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  forego- 
ing powers,  and  all  other  powers  vested  by  tnie 
constitntion."  Is  it  possible  to  donbt  that  Con- 
gress is  vested  by  the  constitntion  with  power  to 
pass  any  laws,  or  adopt  any  measures,  not  pro- 
nibit«d  by  it,  which  are  essential  "to  promote  the 
general  welfare ! "  All  nnite  in  bearing  testimo- 
ny that  the  general  diffosion  of  knowlMge  in  the 
United  States  is  essential  "  to  the  general  wel- 
fare, and  to  seonre  the  biesBings  of  liberty." 
Singnlar,  indeed,  wonld  it  be,  if  the  frsmers  of  the 
constitntion  bad  bound  their  own  hands,  and  the 
bands  of  their  posterity,  under  artioles  and  sec- 
tions, to  ezclnde  the  great  law  of  self-preser- 
vation fh>m  the  system.  I  cannot  impute  to 
them,  nor  to  the  system,  a  folly  so  stupendous. 
Mr.  AscBXB,  of  Virginia,  said,  that,  in  com* 
mon,  he  had  no  donbt,  with  many  members  of 
the  House,  he  should  have  a  good  deal  to  say 
on  the  subject  of  this  resolution,  if  he  oonld 
conceive  (which  he  did  not)  that  there  was 
any  danger  of  its  adoption.  He  was  persuaded 
that  the  honorable  mover  had  not  meditated 
fiilly  the  extent  of  the  question  which  the  reso- 
lution went  to  ruse.  It  was  one  of  the 
largest,  and,  in  the  most  favorable  aspect^  con- 
tMtable  questions  of  power  which  nad  been 
ever  presented  In  the  operation  of  the  Oovem- 
ment.  It  was  true,  as  the  gentleman  had  sug- 
gested, that  the  snbjeot  had  been  brought  to 
the  attention  of  Oongreas  heretofore,  on  more 
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than  one  ocoanon,  bnt  in  modes  ver;  different 
from  that  now  proposed.  It  had  been  m%- 
gested  in  the  messages  of  Chief  Uagistr&tes,  a 
a  topic  of  the  gravest  deliberation,  or  then 
had  been  a  formal  assertion  by  resotution  tlul 
the  power  resided  in  the  Government,  accom- 
panied by  propositions  for  a  practical  applia- 
tion  of  it.  Ur.  A.  had  supposed  that  ttese 
were  times  in  which  repubbcan  principles  lud 
attained  ascendency,  and  the  revival  of  Uua 
doctrine  would  not  be  thought  of  in  llui 
House.  If  the  gentleman  did  desire  the  nri- 
val,  however,  and  thought  he  could  find  tnj 
considerable  number  to  think  with  him,  llu 
mode  of  proceeding  should  be  that  to  wbkb 
he  (Mr.  A.)  had  Just  referred ;  by  rosdotioa 
afBrming  the  power,  to  which  the  present  ran- 
Intion  might  beasequeL  It  could  notben- 
pected  that,  by  indirection  on  a  mere  propon- 
tion  to  ruse  a  committee,  a  decision  was  \a  1m 
had,  to  let  in  not  only  tltis  JanHdiotion,  but  tin 
mass  of  connected  oonstructioiu  which  yat 
eqaallv  inrolved.  Mr.  A.  pro&ssed  hinueU 
entirely  prepared  now  to  enter  into  the  diecm- 
sion  and  disprove  the  power.  He  conld  not 
conceive  that  it  could  oe  necessary  to  do  ii\ 
however ;  and  in  that  view,  he  should  conUnt 
himself  with  moving  that  the  resolution  be  liid 
on  the  table,  with  the  purpose  that  it  ahonld 
not  be  taken  up  egun. 

The  question  on  laying  the  reeolntion  on  the 
table  was  then  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  sod  de- 
cided as  follows :  yeas  166,  oaye  63, 

Honor  to  a  Peeetued  Mmber. 
Ur.  B^BBiKOEB,  of  North  Carolina,  roaa  br 

the  porpose  of  performing  the  last  nd  office 
due  to  friendship,  in  annoimcing  1«  the  Etna* 
the  death  of  his  late  esteemed  coUesgnei  ^^ 
honorable  Oabbibl  Houas.  He  sud  he  r«ild 
have  performed  this  duty  at  an  evlier  d(j,  lial 
for  his  own  impaired  health.  Before  tenderiti 
to  the  House  a  reaolution  which  he  bad  pre- 
pared in  relation  to  the  melancholy  event 
wbioh  he  had  just  announced,  he  might,  be 
hoped,  be  excused  for  saying,  that  those  lo 
whom  the  late  Governor  Holmee  was  kiiovi>i 
eology  wonld  be  unnecessary,  and  to  those  to 
whom  his  deceased  friend  and  colleague  na 
unknown,  he  felt,  in  his  present  state  of  io- 
pured  health,  an  utter  inability  to  do  justjce  to 
the  eminent  virtaee  of  the  deceased,  fie 
should  not,  therefore,  make  the  attempt.  He 
had  the  pleasure  of  knowing  >i''"  in  all  the  re- 
lations of  life ;  in  the  endearing  domestic  itlif 
tions,  in  which  he  was  unsurpassed  for  the  gen- 
tler virtues  of  coqjugal  tenderness  and  suk- 
tion,  for  parental  kindness  and  indulgence ;  u 
the  chief  mapstrate  of  his  native  Staw,  w 
which  he  dischoiged  the  duties  devolved  npOT 
him  with  a  dignity  becoming  his  own  ejeTsirf 
character,  and  the  confidence  reposed  in  him 
by  his  own  constituents ;  as  a  Repre8entaii';e 
of  the  people  in  thie  House.  How  ^^«pn- 
atolr  he  performed  his  dntie*  here,  wa«  tw 
wdl  known  to  reqiure  a  redtal  from  iiinL 
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"itr.  B.  said  bU  decessed  friend  and  colleagae 
had  been  an  honored  member  of  the  nineteeDth 
and  twentieth  Oongreases,  and  a  meinber  elect 
of  the  twenty-first  Oongresa  of  this  House.  It 
bad  pleased  Heaven  to  remove  him,  aod  it  was 
dne  to  him  to  Baj  that  his  loss  was  most  re- 
gretted hj  thoae  who  knew  him  best ;  tud,  as 
a  testimonial  of  respect  for  the  memoiy  of  the 
deceased,  he  askea  of  the  kindness  of  the 
Home  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  which  he 
now  offered. 

Ur.  B.  then  preaented  the  following : 
Retelwtd,  That  the  members  of  the  Honse  of 
BepreaenUtirea,  from  s  rincera  de^re  of  sfaowing 
ever;  matk  of  respect  due  to  the  memoi7  of  the 
honorabte  OASaiSL  Houna,  Ute  a  member  thereof, 
from  the  Slate  of  North  Cuolica,  will  go  into 
montniog  for  one  month,  bj  the  naual  mode  of 
wearing  crape  around  the  Ufl  arm. 


of  the  deceased,  Ur.  Babbiroeb  then  moved 
that  the  Honse  do  now  adjonrn. 


Tbubsdat,  December  17. 
Dutribalitm  of  Pvblia  Land*. 

Mr.  Hmrr,  of  Vermont,  anbinittod  for  con- 
riderstion  the  following  resolntion ; 

Jttiolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
landa  be  iDstructed  to  hiquire  into  the  eipediencj 
of  appropriating  the  net  aminal  proceeds  of  the 
ules  of  the  public  lands  Rmarig  the  severKl  Stated 
for  the  purposes  of  education  and  internal  improve- 
ment,  in  proportion  to  tbe  representation  of  each 
in  tbe  Bouse  of  Representatlres. 

The  qoestion  of  consideration  of  this  resolve 
was  demanded  b^  Ur.  Siahbirbt,  of  Ohio,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

lit.  SraaioEHB,  of  Pennsylvania,  then  moved 
to  amend  the  resolatioa  by  strikinK  ont,  after 
the  word  "  States,"  the  words,  "  for  the  pur- 
poses of  edncation  and  internal  improvement" 
He  had  no  objection  whatever  to  tno  principle 
of  distribating  the  net  proceeds  of  the  sales  of 
pnblie  lands  among  the  States,  bat  he  was  op- 
posed to  the  restriction  npon  the  application  of 
tbem  proposed  by  the  resolution. 

Hr.  HuiJT  said,  that,  by  repeated  special 
grants,  donations  of  the  pnblio  lands  had  been 
made  to  some  of  the  States,  and  to  particnlar 
institntions  in  others  of  tbe  States,  bnt  in  all 
raniT  for  the  purposes  of  edacation  and  inter- 
nal improvement,  and  for  none  other.  He 
iriahed,  in  the  distribntion  of  the  avails  of  the 
reeddne  of  the  pnblio  lands,  to  adhere  to  the 
same  principle. 

Hr.  Test,  of  Indiana,  s^d,  that  he  conud- 
ered  the  principle  involved  in  the  resolntion  to 
be  one  orsreat  importance,  and  one  which  this 
IXonse  ought  not  to  be  called  to  act  npon  with- 
out due  consideration.  He  objected  to  the 
rasolntion,  as  well  in  its  details  as  io  its  princi- 
ple.   It  seemed  to  him  to  embrace,  in  effect, 


the  proposition  that  tbe  public  lands  shonld  be 
divided  among  the  States  generally ;  to  which 
be  oonld  never  oonsent.  He  thought  that  time 
should  be  ^ven  to  refieot  npon  the  sabjeot  be- 
fore it  was  fnrtber  aat«d  npon.  With  that 
view  he  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  npon  tbe 
table. 

The  motion  to  lay  the  resolution  on  tbe  table 
was  negatived,  108  votes  to  71. 

The  qnestion  on  Mr.  Stxbioibk's  motion  to 
amend  the  resolve  was  then  also  decuded  in  the 
negative,  103  votes  to  78. 

Ur.  Sbtibb,  Delegate  from  Arkansas,  moved 
to  amend  the  resolve,  by  inserting,  ^ter  the 
word  "  States,"  the  words,  "  and  Territories ;" 

This  motion  to  amend  was  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Yanoe,  of  Obio,  aaked  now  tbe  resolve 
would  reed  thns  amended?  How  oonld  the 
Territories  become  entitled  to  land,  Ac,  "  in 
proportion  to  the  representation  of  each,"  &e.  t 
The  Territories,  be  said,  have  no  representation 
on  this  floor.  They  wonld  have  no  clum  to 
land  under  this  resolve,  unless  the  House 
should  farther  resolve  that  delegates  are  repre- 
sentatives. 

Ur.  UxBTTiT,  of  South  Carolina,  entered  his 
protest  against  the  number  and  variety  of 
propositions  brought  before  the  Honse  con- 
oeming  the  pablio  lands,  and  proposing  to  dis- 
pose of  them  in  various  ways.  U  seemed  as  if 
the  fonr  quarters  of  the  Union  were  striving 
with  one  another  wbiob  shonld  get  the  most 
out  of  these  lands.  Tbe  appetite  for  tbem  ap- 
peared to  be  insatiable  and  nucontrollable.  He 
WBH  opposed  to  the  whole  of  these  propor- 
tions. This  was  not  tbe  time  to  express  at 
lai^  his  views  on  this  subject ;  bat  if  there 
was  any  jnstioa,  tmth,  or  reason,  in  the  propo- 
sition now  submitted  to  the  House,  the  amend- 
ment which  he  was  about  to  propose  oaght  to 
have  its  weight  with  the  Honse.  Ur.  U.  s«d 
he  did  not  conceal  from  the  Eoose  that  be 
meant  to  vote  against  the  resolntion  in  any 
shape ;  but  if  the  resolntion  is  entitied  to  pass 
at  allj  it  should  be  with  the  amendment.  The 
principle  of  tbe  resolution  is,  that  a  distribu- 
tion of  the  proceeds  of  sales  of  the  public 
lauds  shall  be  made  among  the  several  States 
for  certain  purposes.  If  this  be  a  right  ditpo- 
sition  of  them,  said  Ur.  U.,  it  then  follows  mat 
those  who  have  bad  land  heretofore  shonld 
render  an  account  of  what  tbey  have  already 
had.  Let  us  see  how  tbe  balance  sheet  stands. 
Let  us  see  what  proportion  of  the  pnblio  lands 
has  been  given  to  the  Atiantia  States,  from 
Mune  to  Georgia.  Let  us  compare  that  propor- 
tion with  what  has  been  given  to  the  StBt«a 
west  of  the  Alleghany.  If  there  be  any  pro- 
priety in  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public 
lands  at  all,  let  us  bring  this  qnestion  to  the 
test;  what  proportion  has  been  heretofore 
given  to  tbe  States  respectively,  or  to  institu- 
tions within  those  States  1  He  wonld  not  now 
pursue  the  inquiry  in  detml,  bnt  he  s^d  the 
amount  which  b&d  been  given  to  the  States 
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west  of  the  Alleghanj  was  inoalcolable ;  he 
ihonld  hardly  be  credited  were  he  to  attempt 
to  state  it.  He  oondaded  hj  tnoTing  to  insert 
afUir  the  word  "  inquire,"  In  the  Tceolation, 
the  words,  "  into  the  amoant  and  value  of  the 
public  lanJds  which  have  been  given  bj  Cod- 
greas  to  any  State,  or  to  any  public  institution 
in  B^d  State." 

Ur,  Ykscs,  of  Ohio,  a^d,  that  he  was  verj' 
much  of  opinion  that,  in  tlie  views  which  he 
had  taken  of  it,  the  gentleman  from  Bouth 
Carolina  bad  looked  to  but  one  side  of  this 
qnestioD.  The  people  of  the  Western  States 
had  oertunly  received  from  the  United  States 
grant!  of  land  for  the  pnrpose  of  promoting 
education ;  or,  rather,  the  Government  had 
said  to  tliem,  If  yoa  will  boy  tbirty-five  sec- 
tioni  of  the  pnblia  land,  we  will  give  yon  one 
section  for  the  pnrpose  of  promoting  ednoa- 
tdon.  And  the  gentleman  from  EonOi  Caro- 
lina, if  he  had  gone  to  the  Western  coontry,  as 
the  settlers  of  that  ooontry  did,  and  waded 
tbrongh  fevers  and  fogs  to  dear  it,  and  pud  as 
mnch  money  as  they  did  for  tbeir  lands,  wonld 
have  been  entitled  to  the  same  benefit  as  tliey 
trom  this  sort  of  donation.  Sir,  said  Mr.  V.,  I 
am  as  willing  to  meet  this  question  at  one  time 
as  another :  I  e&j,  that  we  of  the  West  have 
had  no  donations  of  pnblio  land.  Everybody 
that  got  lands  in  that  country  paid  for  them ; 
and  Uie  people  of  that  country  know  how  Uiey 
have  been  fleeced  of  their  la^  dollar  for  that 
pnrpose.  It  was  well  known,  be  said,  to  the  peo- 
ple of  that  ooontry,  how  they  had  earned  their 
school  lands.  They  had  paid  for  them  a  suffi- 
ciently valoable  coDtnderatioD.  He  was  not 
prepared,  he  sdd,  any  more  than  the  gentle- 
man from  Sontb  Oarolina,  to  go  into  this  dis- 
cussion;  but  at  the  threshold  be  was  willing  to 
meet  the  dootrine  of  tba  gentleman  concerning 
these  landa.  Any  one  who  had  been  raised  in 
the  West,  or  had  purchased  landa  there,  bad 
their  feelings  on  tfab  sabjeot ;  and  be,  for  one, 
knew  how  to  sympatliiEe  with  them  from  his 
own  experience. 

ill.  Mallabt,  of  Vermont,  said,  that  it  was 
true  that  the  sutgect  of  inquiry  proposed  by 
this  resolution  was  of  great  Importance;  but 
the  resolution  proposed  only  to  invite  to  it  the 
attention  of  a  committee  of  the  House,  and  not 
to  settle  any  prinoipl*.  The  sul^JBCt  of  a  dis- 
poaition  of  the  public  lands,  it  was  well  known, 
IB  agitated  in  every  part  of  the  Union.  Yari- 
ons  views  aie  ent«rtained  of  it  We  know 
that,  in  many  parts  of  the  counbr,  the  people 
believe  that  the  avails  of  the  pablic  lands,  aner 
the  national  debt  is  paid,  ought  to  be  divided 
among  the  sevsral  States.  Whether  this  course 
should  be  pursued,  or  not,  was  not  the  ques- 
tion before  the  House,  but  whether  tbe  subject 
itself  was  of  sufficient  importance  to  invite  an 
investigation  here.  In  relation  to  the  amend- 
ment which  had  been  proposed,  Mr.  M.  stud, 
tie  did  not  see  any  thing  injorioas  in  its  char- 
acter, or  adverse  to  the  object  of  the  mover  of 
the  original  resolution.    He  did  not  see  any 


thing  insulting  in  this  proposed  ataeudmeol: 
he  was  perfeotiy  willing  that  the  ODmnltiM 
should  turn  their  attentiMi  to  it,  and  he  hoped 
that  the  result  of  their  inquiries  would  ti«  to 
preMut  an  interestjng  document,  going  to  slww 
how  mnch  land  has  been  ^ipropriatsd  by  Ceo- 
greSB  fbr  pnblia  purposes  in  the  several  Stato. 
When  the  facts  were  ascertained,  it  would  In 
seen  whether,  in  a  mneral  apportiouDHil, 
there  ought  to  be  a  redaction  than  the  qnotia 
of  these  States  or  not  Mr.  M.  did  Dot  cod- 
ceive  it  at  all  important  whether  the  tmesd- 
ment  should  be  r^ected  or  not ;  bat,  of  tbt 
two,  he  shonld  prefer  its  being  carried.  For 
himself^  he  supposed  that  these  donatioitt  d 
land  have  tteen  twnefimallj  bestowed.  H«  hh, 
therefore,  no  alarm  at  the  idea  of  «K<naini]i| 
the  amouiit  of  them ;  nor  would  the  imertjoi 
of  such  an  amendment  deter  him  from  puna- 
ing  the  main  object  of  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  said,  th*t  tbe 
subject  of  this  resolution  waa  one  very  deqJy 
interesting  to  the  State  which  he  partly  repre- 
sented, and  that  he  should  much  prefer  thit  it 
should  be  made  to  contain  no  proposition  or 
sentiment  that  in  the  c(»nm«ncemrat  of  tlM  in- 

auiry  should  promise  a  qaarrel  betweeD  tba 
ifferent  members  of  the  Union.  He  sbonU 
prefer  that  the  resolution  should  stand  noon 
the  liberal  basis  of  looking  to  the  future  ntbei 
than  to  the  time  past,  though  he  believed  Uut 
the  State  of  Kentucky,  in  regard  to  dooitiou 
from  the  General  Qovemment,  whether  in 
money  or  in  land,  would  not  lose  by  the  fxo- 
eral  settlement  of  the  question  which  the  gen- 
tieman  from  South  CaroUna  bad  spoken  i^ 
At  its  last  session,  the  Legislature  of  the  SUI* 
of  Kentacky  had  had  this  subject  under  ilt 
oouBJderation,  and  had  requested  its  Reprtseol- 
atlves  to  present  a  clum  to  Congress  for  ■  f*rt 
of  the  public  domain,  which,  Ifr.  J.  swd,  »w 
rendered  more  interesting  to  the  district  vliidi 
he  represented,  from  the  fact  of  its  bordwiw 
on  the  Ohio  Eiver,  by  which  it  was  sqtsrsttd 
from  two  or  three  of  those  States,  wbich  tt* 
alleged  to  have  received  an  undue  propottxa 
of  the  donations  of  public  lands.  He  OnyofiA- 
however,  that  the  general  discussion  of  fi* 
subject  had  better  be  postponed.  He  b1i«m 
vote  for  the  proposition  for  inquiry  on  th* 
most  liberal  principle :  but,  in  doing  eo^  be  did 
by  no  means  admit  that  the  State  of  Stnttx*! 
had  received  from  the  United  States  an  mtdM 
proportion  of  aid,  either  in  land  or  in  mooef , 
Mr.  Reed,  of  Massachosetts,  rose,  wt.  m 
said,  to  engage  in  debate  on  this  subject,  bnt  to 
show  that  the  information  sought  for  b:r  ™ 
amendment  under  consideratioD  was  ''"""'fj 
to  Congress  ftt  the  last  se^on,  as  woM  » 
found  by  a  document  on  the  files  of  the  HoiWi 
to  which  he  called  the  attention  of  gentfemeiL 
Mr.  Taylor,  of  New  York,  said,  be  lud 
risen  at  the  same  moment  as  the  geoOwiiHi 
from  Massachusetts,  for  the  pnrpose  <rf  Htm 
the  same  thing  as  that  gentleman  had  utmii; 
done.     The  report  of  the  committee  rais*  » 
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the  last  session  on  this  subject  did  not  give  the 
Talae  of  the  lands  granted  to  the  Bevergl  States, 
bnt  he  thought  that  it  was  saffloientl^  minute 
for  All  practical  pnrptises.  The  tunendment 
now  proposed,  waa,  he  thought^  calenlated  to 
embarrasa  the  mun  qaeation.  He  invited  the 
att«ation  of  gentlemen  to  the  report  of  the  oom- 
mittee  of  the  laat  session  on  tliu  snbjeot,  vhioh 
he  fhonght  contained  a  good  deal  of  usefiil  in- 
formation, and  which  was  deemed  bo  interest- 
ing that  six  thousand  copies  of  it  had  been 
oraered  to  t>e  printed. 

Mr.  Wilds,  of  Georgia,  avowed  himself  in 
hvoT  of  the  amendment  of  his  Mend  from 
South  Carotins,  and  did  not  consider  it  a  snEB- 
cient  reason  for  rejecting  it,  that  an  inqairj 
had  been  made  into  similar  tonioa  at  the  last 
sesioon  of  Oongreae,  and  that  the  result  of  it  is 
now  to  be  foand  on  the  flies  of  tJie  House.  He 
was  opposed  to  the  orinnal  proposition.  He 
onderstood  that  the  whole  subjeot  of  the  dispo- 
wtion  of  the  snrplns  revenae  of  the  United 
States,  over  and  abora  the  payment  of  tbe 
public  debt,  constituting,  as  it  did,  one  of  the 
topics  of  the  President's  Message,  had  been 
already  referred  to  a  committee  of  the  HoDse. 
It  vraa  now  for  the  House  to  determine,  w hetii- 
er,  baring  referred  the  general  sabjeot,  in  all 
its  extent,  to  one  committee,  it  wonld  place  a 
particular  portion  of  the  qnestion  under  con- 
sideration of  another  and  distinct  committee. 
He  was  oppKised  to  this  separation  of  its  parts. 

Mr.  E^TifBa,  of  Oeorgia,  moved  that  the 
resolntion   and   amendment   do    lie  upon 
table ;  and  the  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a 
jority  of  about  twenty  votes. 

Poitaga  tm  Perioiiealt, 

Mr.  ViBFiJkSOE,  of  New  York,  mbmltted 
for  consideration  the  following : 

Reaalfitd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Fort  Office 
■ad  Post  Koad«  be  instnicted  to  inquire  and  report 
CD  the  expediency  of  redacing  Ilia  rale  of  postue 
on  periodical  publications,  uid  plMing  them  at  the 
nme  rmte  and  under  Ihe  same  regulalion  with  neir»- 
p<4>eni. 

In  offering  tbia  resolution,  Ur.  Yebfiakok 
said,  that  it  waa  necessary  to  observe  tliat  the 
present  rat«  of  poetage  on  periodical  poblioa- 
tiooa  was  abont  three  times  that  npon  news- 
papersL  It  was  properly  so  gradn^ed  when 
that  species  of  publication  had  been  confined  to 
the  higher  objects  of  oriticism  and  polite  liter- 
ature. Bat  it  oonld  not  have  escaped  the  at- 
tention of  any  one,  that  it  had  gradually  ac- 
quired another  character,  having  become  exten- 
sively subservient  to  objects  of  a  religions  and 
moral  character — ti)  the  difi^on  of  a  knowl- 
edge of  the  poTmlar  sciences,  and  to  the  pur- 
poses of  general  education.  The  hi^  postage 
on  Uiese  publications,  Ur.  V.  said,  was  an  ob- 
stacle in  the  way  of  the  proseontion  of  many 
benevolent  plans  of  this  sort  Aiter  the  great 
plans  for  the  promotion  of  education  which 
nod  been  sug^^ited  to  the  House,  Mr.  V.  said 
bis  motion  might  have  l>een  considered  com- 


paratively unimportant ;  bnt  it  had  the  merit 
of  being  free  from  constitutional  objections,  and 
of  being  very  practical  r  and,  if  he  suocmded 
in  his  object,  he  tmsted  that  it  would  torn  out 
to  be  very  useful. 
The  resolution  was  then  agreed  to. 

Wettem  Armory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oabboit,  the  House  pro- 
ceeded uain  to  consider  the  resolution  moved 
oa  Toesday  by  Ur.  Dbbu,  proposing  to  refer 
to  a  committee  the  expediency  of  locating  an 
armory  on  the  Western  waters. 

A  good  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  thia 
motion,  and  on  proposed  amendments  to  it ;  in 
which  debate,  Mr.  Oabson,  Mr.  Wiuib,  Mr. 
WioKLifTs,  Mr.  PoLx,  Mr.  WnrrTLwrr,  Mr. 
Bkll,  Mr.  OmLTOn,  and  Mr.  Blub,  of  Tennes- 
see, took  part.  The  same  feeling  was  displayed 
by  several  of  tbe  gentiemen,  as  has  often  been 
shown  in  the  discussion  of  this  question  in 
Congress,  by  those  who  considered  the  inter- 
eata  of  their  districts  to  be  affected  in  one 
way  or  other  by  it.  But,  before  any  question 
was  token  upon  it,  the  ocmsideration  of  it  waa 
terminated  by  a  motion  for  a^joonmieot ;  and 

Tbe  Honse  a^Jonmed  to  Mood^. 


MoHS^T,  DeoMuber  91. 
WuUm  Armory.  ^ 

The  Honse  resumed  the  ooneideratitm  of  the 
resolution  originally  offered  by  Mr.  Dusa,  in- 
stmoting  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs 
to  inquire  Into  the  expediency  of  establishing 
an  armory  at  a  suitable  site  on  the  Western 

Ur.  BuiKj  of  Tennessee,  moved  that  the 
resolution,  with  the  amendment  proposed  to  it 
when  last  under  oonsideration,  be  laid  on  the 
table ;  but  withdrew  the  motion  at  the  request 
of  Ur.  WioKLiync,  who,  believing  that  it  was 
not  practicable  for  this  House  ever  to  decide  on 
a  site  for  the  armory,  wished  to  move  an 
amendment  proposing  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  riving  to  Uie  Executive  the  power  to 
deeignate  the  site. 

As  there  was  a  previous  question  pending, 
however,  this  proposed  amendment  could  not 
be  reodved. 

The  actual  question  being  on  an  amendment 
moved  by  Mr,  Qiuiobk,  of  Pennaylvania,  re- 
stricting the  inquiry  of  the  committee  to  the 
expediency  of  estahlishittg  on  armory  pursuant 
to  the  report  of  certun  oomroisuoners  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  ISSS — 

Mr.  JoBRBOK,   of  Kentucky,  opposed    this 

nendment  with  ^^eat  earnestness.  He  dwelt 
npon  the  impropriety  of  imposing  this  restric- 
tion, when  it  was  known  that  other  surveys 
had  been  since  mode,  in  consequence  of  a  reso- 
lution of  the  Senate,  which  were  entitled  to  «a 
much  respect  as  those  which  had  lieen  made 
under  tbe  act  referred  to  in  tbe  amendment. 
He  denied  that  the  laat-mentioued  Burreya  were 
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exolnaivelf  entitled  to  respect.  He  expressed 
his  bope  that  this  ameodmeDt  would  be  wlth- 
drano  by  the  honorable  mover,  when  he  con' 
sidered  that,  without  it,  the  oommitteo  would 
be  left  perfecUj  at  litierij  to  act  npon  what- 
ever evideDce  might  be  placed  before  tbem,  dco. 
He  cooclnded  his  series  of  observations,  bj  ez- 
pressiog  his  regret  at  beingobliged  thns  oorl/ 
to  enter  into  debate  in  the  House,  after  having 
been  ten  jears  out  of  it,  a  member  of  another 
bodf :  bat  the  sulyect  was  one  of  snch  peca- 
liar  interest  to  the  part  of  the  conntr^  which 
he  represented,  that  he  conld  not  refrain  from 
eipressing  hia  views  of  it 

Mr.  GiucoBX  expressed  his  regret  that  he 
could  not,  oooMstentlj  with  his  Aatj  to  his 
consdtaents,  comply  with  the  rei^nest  of  the 
gentleman  from  Aentnckj',  to  withdraw  Ms 
propontion.  This  was  a  satgeot,  he  siud,  in 
which  &«  distiict  which  be  represented  felt  a 
great  deal  of  interesL  Alter  a  fall  and  fair  ex- 
amination, the  commissioners  under  the  act  of 
1828  had  g^ven  a  preference  to  three  aite^  two 
of  which  were  in  the  district  which  he  repre- 
sentod,  viz :  if  steam  power  were  used,  Pitta- 
bQrg~-if  water  power,  Be&ver:  the  further  ei- 
amination  and  re-eiaiuination  of  site^  he  sdd, 
coold  only  tend  further  to  procrastinate  the 
establishment  of  this  armory,  the  expediency 
of  which  was  admitted  by  all.  The  best  prop- 
osition that  he  had  seen  was  contained  in  the 
bill  reported  at  the  two  last  sessions,  which 
proposed,  in  snbsUmco,  that  the  three  gentle- 
men who  had  made  the  former  report,  gentle- 
men of  high  repntation  for  both  talents  and 
integrity,)  should  be  authorized  to  determine 
the  location  of  the  armory.  He  oonld  not  oon- 
siatently  withdraw  his  motion  for  amendment, 
thODgli  be  believed  that,  if  the  aabiect  was 
thrown  wide  open,  aa  proposed,  we  should  be 
brther  f^om  the  eetabliahment  of  an  armory  on 
the  Weatern  waters  than  we  now  are. 

Ur.  UuxABT,  of  Vermont,  took  a  review  of 
the  history  of  this  propotdtion  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Western  armory.  He  was  op- 
posed to  the  amendment ;  and  for  reasons 
which  be  gave  at  large,  he  was  opposed  to  i 
attempt  to  settle  the  question  of  location  _ 
this  House.  He  showed  the  diffloultjes  which 
would  attend  its  setUemant  here.  H 
leaving  it  open,  so  as  to  let  the  place  be  desig- 
nated by  the  JE^eoatave, 

Mr.  JsmiiNos,  of  Indiana,  after  a  few  ex- 
planatory remarks,  moved  an  amendment  to 
the  amendment  of  Ur.  Gilmobb,  in  the  ehs 
of  a  proviso,  that  the  site  of  the  armory  shoi 
be  fixed  "  as  far  west  as  the  longitude  of  Zanes- 
viUe,  in  the  State  of  Ohio." 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  last  amend- 
ment, and  decided  in  tbe  native. 

Ur.  Sbtibb,  Delegate  from  Arkanssa,  said, 
that,  as  it  seemed  to  oe  agreed  that  an  armory 
ought  to  be  established  on  the  Westenk  waters, 
he  could  not  but  urge  the  claims  of  the  conn- 
try  west  of  the  lussiasippi  to  its  location. 
What  waa  the  ol^ect  of  this  armory,  he  asked) 


to  manufacture  arms,  for  the  puipoee  li 
defendbg  the  nalioD  onunst  its  enemioL,  Ib« 
next  question  was,  wnere  was  the  W«st«n 
country  to  be  invaded  by  an  enemy  t  Eitba 
by  the  Indians  on  the  frontier,  or  ^  New  Or 
leans.  If  this  annory  sbonld  be  located  « tht 
Ohio,  what  would  be  the  consequeooet  Tin 
Government  will  have  to  bny  a  site,  to  haj 
fuel,  &o.,  to  manufacture  the  aims ;  and,  wbta 
mannEactnrad,  it  was  well  known  that  for  IlM^ 
ly  half  the  year  the  Ohio  was  dried  up,  and  for 
a  great  part  of  the  otlier  was  frozuk  over,  M  y 
to  place  great  difficulty  and  uncertain^  m  ib« 
way  of  prompt  transportation  of  these  inu 
wherever  they  might  be  wanted.  West  of  lie 
Uississippi  were  to  be  fonnd  ineibimtibk 
mines  of  iron  ore;  the  Government  own)  Un 
fiit«s;  the  Government  owns  the  foelj  tlia 
Government  owns  the  mines,  dec,  Ac,  ud  (11 
the  expense  of  purchasing  tlieee  woold  U 
saved.  With  these  facts  before  the  Eeose,  it 
appeared  to  him  that  it  would  be  pn>p^  to 
locate  the  armory  west  of  the  lUssiaapp, 
where  it  conld  promptly  and  effectually  fniuiilt 
arms  to  defend  the  frontier,  and  to  drfend  Kt> 
Orleans,  &o.  For  these  reasons,  he  hoped  ihil 
the  amendment  would  be  rejected,  sod  tbt 
resolntjon  left  as  open  as  possible,  so  as  to  sDm 
of  free  selection. 

Ur.  Vuiox,  of  Ohio,  stated,  as  a  reseon  &r 
leaving  this  inquiry  open  and  free  tnao  restric- 
tion, ^t,  when  tiiB  surveys  under  iitt  Ki  <i 
1823  were  made,  the  improvement  of  tb«  West- 
ern coontry,  by  means  of  canals,  bod  not  be- 
gun ;  whereas,  if  there  hod  been  a  cintl  tbei, 
as  now,  extending  within  ■  few  miles  of  Zsna- 
ville,  that  report  would  probably  have  been  a 
Esvor  of  the  location  at  ZnneTsille.  At  CinaD- 
nati,  also,  he  said,  on  important  point  wot  nude 
by  means  of  the  oanaL  The  effect  of  thi<  TOf* 
of  internal  improvement  at  other  pcunti  wu 
such  as  to  warrant  the  whole  sa^ect  beiif 
thrown  open  fof  fbrther  examination.  If  iIh 
eenUeman  fkim  Pennsylvania  wonld  not  willi- 
draw  his  amendment,  therefore,  Vj.  V.  h<^ 
that  it  would  not  be  agreed  to. 

Ur.  Dunu,  of  Kentucky,  trusted  thst  Iht 
amendment  wonld  not  be  a^«ed  to ;  fbr,  so  6i 
as  Pennsylvania  was  concerned,  it  was  perfHllj 
the  game  of  open  and  shut  It  was  tiat,  tl* 
under  the  act  of  1B8S  the  commiiooDtn  !>» 
examined  and  reoommended  the  sites  st  Bm'O' 
and  Pittsburg ;  but  they  had  never  examiard  s 
great  variety  of  rites  in  the  State  of  Eestiu^i 
fiir  anperior  to  any  others  that  had  been  ei»o- 
ined  m  any  part  of  the  country.  The  F»il>« 
LitUe  Sandy  (as  the  reporter  nnderftood  ll» 
gentleman)  afforded  far  saperior  advsntig^  f> 
the  Horse  Shoe  Bend,  or  any  other  site  im> 
had  been  examined  i  and  if  comniiMcaen 
were  sent  there,  he  ventured  to  predirt  tW 
they  wonld  fix  on  that  very  spot,  to  wlu«n 
their  attention  had  never  been  attracted,  s>  iw 
rite  for  the  armory.  Ur.  D.  detailed  the  «■ 
vantages  of  this  porition,  and  eoDment<d  tbe 
ftamaoe^  forne,  fivests,  and  inexbaostiUe  inn 
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ores  of  the  Ticinity;  u  pn>o&  of  the  eioal- 
lenoe  of  which  location,  he  teid  that  the  best 
ii-Mi  was  manofaotnred  there  that  wfta  made  in 
this  Union,  and  cheaper  too  than  in  anv  other 
pordMi  of  the  Weatem  coontrj.  For  this  rea- 
aon  he  was  opposed  to  the  amendment  of  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsj-Ivania,  preferring  that 
the  whole  snbjeot  should  he  left  open. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  QnjioBK  to  amend  the 
raaolntion  was  then  decided  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Mallart  then  mored  to  amend  tlie  reao- 
lotion  so  as  to  direct  the  committee  to  inqaire 
into  the  expedienoj  of  anthorinng  the  United 
Btates  to  eatahlish  an  arraorj  at  some  snitable 
point  on  the  Western  waters. 

Ur.  Vabob  laid  a  few  words  aoainst  the 
amendment,  and  expresBire  of  a  wish  that  the 
whole  eabj&ct  shoola  be  left  open  to  the  invM- 
tigBtJOQ  01  the  committee. 

The  qaestion  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Hal- 
i.*KY'a  motion,  and  decided  in  the  negalJTe. 

Ur.  HATiras,  of  Geo^ia,  moved  an  amend- 
ment, the  object  of  which  was  to  direct  an  in- 
qniry  into  the  eipedienc;  of  a  farther  exami- 
nation and  subsequent  looation  of  a  site,  &o. 

And  this  amendment  also  was  lost. 

The  qneetioQ  was  then  taken  on  the  original 
proporition  to  instmct  the  Oommittee  on  Mili< 
tarjr  Afikira  "  to  inquire  into  the  eipediencj  of 
eetabliahing  an  armor;  at  some  snitable  point 
on  the  Western  waters,"  and  decided  in  the 


TnmuT,  December  23. 
S^/iue  lanJt  m  Tenneuee. 
Hr.  CEOOKin  sabmittted  for  oonslderaldDn 
the  following  resolution : 

Rttolvtd,    Tbat  the  memorial  of   the  State  of 
Tenneasee  on  the  subject  of  public  lands  be  irith' 


Mr.  Blub,  of  Tennesaee,  observed  that  the 
Robject  of  this  resolatioa  had  been  already  re- 
ferred to  a  Standing  Committee  of  this  Honae, 
(the  Committee  on  the  Pablio  Lajids,)  and  he 
did  not  see  wh;  it  ahonid  now  be  proposed  to 
refer  it  to  a  Select  Committee. 

Vi.  Gbooebtt  said,  that,  at  the  last  session, 
this  Hobjeot  hard  been  referred  to  a  Beleot  Oom- 
mittee. He  had  himself  now  taken  charge  of 
W,  and  be  wontod  all  the  doomnenta  to  be 
placed  before  his  committee.  He  was  not 
aware  that  it  had  been  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands  at  all ;  but  he  did 
not  MO  whjr  one  part  of  the  subject  ahonld  be 
in  Uie  handa  of  one  committee,  and  one  part  in 
the  hands  of  another.  He  did  not  know  what 
the  Committee  on  the  Pablio  Lands  oonld  have 
to  do  with  it,  since  it  hod  been  specially  re- 
ferred to  a  Select  Committee.  On  that  com- 
mittee were  several  gentlemen  tnsm  the  East- 
em  States,  who  know  very  little  about  these 


auttjeots,  and  he  wanted  them  to  have  a  ftdr 
cbuice.  He  wanted  them  to  have  an  opportn- 
nitf  of  looking  into  the  whole  subject.  He 
wanted  these  Eastern  gentlemen  on  the  oom- 
mittee to  be  enabled  to  examine  the  subject, 
and  make  a  fair  report  upon  iL  He  wanted  to 
act  honorably  himself,  and  do  justioe  to  the 
Govemment  on  this  euUect ;  md  he  did  not 
see  any  reasonable  gronna  for  the  oppoffltion  of 
hia  coUee^es  to  his  motion. 

Mr.  IsAOES  sud,  that  as  a  member  of  the 
HoDse,  he  thonght  he  might  tmlj  say,  he  felt 
ver;  indifferent  as  to  what  coorse  this  snbject 
ahonld  take.  Bat,  as  a  member  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Public  Lands,  he  felt  bound  to 
state,  that  bj  the  order  of  the  House,  the  me- 
morial and  doomnenta  referred  to  were  now  in 
the  hands  of  that  committee,  and  the  gentle- 
man's reeolutioo,  if  agi'eed  to,  would,  he  pre- 
sumed, be  wholly  ineffectual.  What  the  sense 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Public  Lands  might 
be  on  this  subject,  be  was  not  antborized  to 
say.  It  might  be  that  that  oommittee  might 
be  disposed  to  have  itself  discharged  from  the 
consideration  of  the  snlgeot,  and  have  it  re- 
flsrred  to  the  gentleman  who  bad  token  "  ohane  " 
of  the  subject,  as  if  he  were  the  only  member 
from  the  State  of  Tenneaaee  int«rested  in  it 
For  himseU^  Mr.  L  said,  he  did  not  profess  to 
have  taken  "charge"  of  it,  but,  in  what  he 
had  said,  he  acted  only  as  the  organ  of  the 
oommittee  of  which  he  was  a  member. 

Mr.  OROOKcrr  modified  his  motion  so  as  to 
propose  to  discharge  the  Committee  on  the  Public 
Lands  fh)m  the  consideration  of  the  memorial, 
te.,  and  refer  it  to  the  Select  Oommittee  ap- 


jeot  had  been  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Publio  Lands,  believing  that  no  other  direction 
could  properly  be  given  to  it.  It  was  pre- 
snmed  that  some  of  the  difSonltiea  attendiiw  it 
hod  been  eluradated  by  the  delates  of  the  iBst 
Ocogresa,  at  least  to  the  memben  of  that  Oon- 
gress.  He  had  heard  this  morning  the  remark, 
whioh  he  had  often  heard  before,  that  the  re- 
port of  a  Select  Oommittee  had  not  the  weight 
with  thla  Honse  of  the  report  of  a  Standlog 
Conmiittee,  and  that  was  the  only  reason  why, 
the  other  day,  he  had  opposed  the  reference  of 
thi«  sDltjeot  to  a  Select  Committee.  He  appre- 
hended that  the  House  had  not  then  nnder- 
stood  the  olgeotion,  or  they  would  not  have 
referred  thia  sabject,  as  they  did,  to  a  Select 
Committee.  He  would  only  add,  that,  after 
the  sabject  had  been  debated  here  at  the  last 
seasioo,  be  bad  submitted  a  resoladon  calling 
upon  the  General  Land  Office,  through  the 
Treaaary  Department,  for  all  the  information 
which  if  could  preeent  on  the  subject.  That 
information,  he  onderslood,  had  been  dbtaiaed, 
and  in  a  short  time  would  be  transmitted  to  the 
Honse.  Mr.  P.  added  that  he  trusted  that  his 
ooUeagne  would  not  consider  that  those  of  his 
own  State,  who  expressed  any  views  upon  this 
sal^eot,  were  at  oU  disposed  to  interfere  with 
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his  rights  and  bia  priT{l«ges  here.  All  that 
thej  wished  was,  that  the  saUect  ahoold  un- 
dergo that  con^deratioti  which  it  ought,  be- 
lieving, as  thej  did,  that  a  report  from  a  Stand- 
ing  Oonunittee  wonld  eanr  more  wei(^t  than 
a  report  frran  a  Select  Committee. 

£&.  Obooektt  B«d,  it  was  certainly  an  awk- 
ward aitoation  for  these  papers  to  be  plaoed  in, 
for  one  oonunittee  to  have  one  part  of  them  in 
possession,  and  another  committee  another 
part  Theae  lands  belonged  to  the  United 
States,  to  be  sore ;  bnt  he  did  not  know  what 
the  oommittee  on  the  sabjectof  the  ppbUo  lands 
general^  had  to  do  with  them.  These  stood 
on  a  di&rent  footing  fhim  other  pablic  landa. 
There  ne* w  had  been  a  snrreror  of  the  United 
States  tn  the  State  of  Tauwasse ;  and  theae 
aoraDs  and  raronanta,  left  after  the  loeation  of 
the  North  Oarolina  grants,  stood  npon  a  difibr- 
ent  footing  from  the  general  cratem  of  the 
jHiblio  lanoa.  His  object  was,  that  the  Beleot 
Oommittee  shonld  propose  the  most  eqoitable 
wa;  of  dispowDg  of  them  for  the  benefit  of  his 
Mmstitaents  and  of  the  Btate  of  TenneBBee, 
which,  he  beliered,  would  be  to  give  these 
scraps  of  land  to  the  poor  people  living  on  and 
among  them. 

The  qoeadon  was  then  taken  on  Ur.  Oaoox- 
m's  motion,  as  modified,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative — 90  votea  to  67. 


WBonuDAT,  December  98. 
Fitiing  Out  <tf  Qta  .SramfyutnA 
On  motion  of  Ifr.  MoDcFira,  the  Honse  re- 
solved itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  etete  of  the  Uoion,  Ur.  Uartin,  of  Sonth 
Oarolina,  being  called  to  the  chair,  and  took  np 
the  bill  reported  by  the  Committee  of  Ways 


Jection  being  made  to  the  bill,  the  oommittee 
rose,  and  reported  to  the  House  withont  amend- 
ment. 

On  the  question  of  ordning  the  bill  to  be 
engrossed  for  a  third  reading, 

Ur.  MoDcyna,  Ohairman  of  the  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Heans,  bri^  stated  Van  neoeasity 
for  this  appropriation,  llie  taot  waa  known  to 
every  member  of  the  Hoose,  that  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States  In  the  Gulf  of 
Mexico  and  with  Sooth  Amerioa  was  snbjeot 
to  piratical  depredations ;  and,  also,  that  the 
political  relations  of  the  Qovemmanta  of  the 
sonth  were  in  such  a  state  as  required  that  the 
United  States  should  tTinint<tin  a  considerable 
naval  force  in  that  sea.  The  recent  loss  of  the 
Hornet  made  it  almost  indiroenaable  that  an- 
other vessel  should  be  immediately  despatched 
to  supply  her  place.  For  this  pnrpoee,  this  ap- 
propriation was  nocesBary. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered,  fiem.  wn.,  to  be 
engrossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 


UosDAT,  December  28. 
CWpcMotfon  nf  Member*  oj  Congrtm. 

The  House  then  resolved  itaelf  Into  a  Ooa- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  Hr.  Bncmaaui  in  the 
cb^,  m  the  following  bill : 

B»  U  naeUd.  At.  That  the  Seccetui'  of  (ke 
Beute  and  the  Btrgeant-at-Aims  of  the  Houe  <i 
Bepresentatives  s^Jl,  at  the  cotwncBoeDieat  d 
eadi  sessioD  of  CoDgrces,  obtafai  fran  each  nwDbH 
the  Dime  of  the  post  offioe  neaieat  his  nadtan. 
■nd  shall  Iheu  procure  (rota  the  PostmtMcr  Com- 
rsl  *s  exsot  statement  of  the  distaoce  to  Mid  pia 
office  from  the  seat  of  OoTsnuneut,  easipaud 
according  to  the  post  road  to  said  post  office ;  i&n 
which,  he  shall  &dd  to,  or  subtr&ct  fiom,  tlw  nil 
ststement  M  the  case  may  be,  the  distuw  Itdb 
the  laid  post  office  to  the  residence  of  ssid  dhd- 
ber ;  upon  whieb  statement  the  mlleep  of  oA 
member  is  to  be  eompnlei 

"Sac.  a.  AtldUitftirUurtiiaefd,  ntt.nllie 
flual  settlement  of  the  aoeonnt  of  «ed>  member,  It 
shall  snbjoin,  at  the  foot  of  his  aceoont,  ■  eertifioM 
that  he  has  dednoted  from  hia  acoomt  all  and  tsd 
of  the  days  on  which  be  may  have  l>ee9  ibtot 
from  the  seat  of  Goveniment  during  those  ds;s  « 
which  the  Home  to  which  he  beloiigs  luj  hsn 
been  In  seMlon." 

Mr,  WioxLiFFx,  Ohairman  of  the  OommittM 
of  Betrenehment,  by  whom  thn  bill  mi  r*- 
ported,  briefly  eiplubed  ila  ol^eet^  whid  m, 
as  appears  from  uie  face  of  it,  generally,  to  » 
tabUsh  a  uniform  mle  for  oompotiDg  the  alki*- 
ance  for  travelUog  expenses  oS  members,  lad 
to  limit  tbeir  per  diem  allowance  to  sacfa  dsji 
as  they  shall  aotoally  be  in  attoadance  <hi  Cos- 
gress. 

Mr.  HaTHXa  aaked  how  the  genQanan  fim 
Eentnckj  proposed,  where  there  was  more  thia 
one  post  road  by  which  a  member's  milMp 
might  be  oompnt^  (as  was  the  case  via 
many  members,)  to  determine  by  wluch  i 
those  roads  the  computation  of  distanoe  itoild 
be  made.  There  onght,  he  said,  if  the  131 
passed,  to  be  snob  precision  in  its  tenu,  w  t> 
leave  no  doubt  as  to  the  manner  in  whicb  it 
shonld  be  conatmed. 

Mr.  WiOKLOTz  said  that  the  diOea]^"^ 
gested  by  the  gentlenmn  from  Georpashitns 
s^  more  the  necessity  of  some  legal  jfeTJan 
on  this  sntgect.  If  dure  via  a  dimeDlty  !■ 
determining  between  poet  roads  as  the  >a«^ 
of  compntation,  there  waa  a'"  '~ 

~"~  where  tf ' 

poet  roads  Itadiflg  ti 

the  same  ptHnt,  the  gentleman  &<om  0*(T* 
might  Btti^  hJa  ot^  by  amending  the  biUa> 
as  that  the  nearest  raad  should  betaknastu 
criterion.  Mr.  W.  had  no  otdeeti<a  himMlf  •» 
each  a  providon,  thongh  he  would  not  wx« 
it,  becraae,  be  s^d,  uiere  were  some  Jn' 
rontes  on  which  there  was  no  oonvanint  w- 


this  otdeotion  <rf  detail  should  be  an  objaetka 
to  tlie  princq>le  of  the  biU. 
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gvntlenuui  ttata  KentooW  sIionldliaTe  miaooQ- 
oeiv«d  the  motive  of  tne  Terr  few  remarka 
wbMJh  he  had  made.  It  was  no  part  of  hia 
porpoae  to  mterp<»e  eaj  obstacle  in  the  way  of 
the  bilL  He  oolf  anggeated  a  difBcolty  in  ita 
detail,  which  he  wiahsd  to  aee  obviated. 

lir.  D1.TIB,  of  Soath  Oarolina,  moved  to 
amend  the  bill,  by  iuaerting  the  word  "  ibort- 
ea^"  BO  that  the  distaooe  uionld  be  oompated 
■cowrdiog  to  the  ahorteat  post  road. 

Thia  ammdment  was  agreed  to. 

Hr.  SnsieiaB  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  b; 
■brikiDK  out,  where  they  ooonr,  the  words  "  and 
flhall  tarai  procure  fh>m  the  Poetmaster  Gten- 
eraL"  In  aopport  of  this  amendment,  Mr.  S. 
aud,  th«t,  when  we  reflect  upon  the  maimer  in 
which  the  diatanoes  on  post  roada  are  ascer- 
tained at  the  Oeneral  Poet  Offica  it  waa  proba- 
ble that  the  Poatmaster  Oeneral  would  know 
as  little  aoonratelv  about  them  oa  the  members 
<rf  this  Honsey  and  perbapa  leaa.  The  diatanoea 
upon  these  roods  vere  more  or  leas  nnoertain, 
cren  where  best  known ;  and  be  believed  that 
ttte  in£>nnation  eonld  be  got  from  the  members 
of  the  House  better  than  elsewhere,  and  he 
tixRight  that  credit  onght  to  be  given  to  their 
■tatementa  on  the  sntjeot.  Jt  was  a  fact  be- 
jond  ^spnte,  that  no  cert^  relionoe  con  be 
l^aoed  on  the  diatanoes  between  different  post 
offices,  as  stated  on  the  Post  OfBoe  hooka ;  and 
li«  tfaonght,  therefore,  that  the  statements  of 
members  onght  to  be  relied  npon  in  preferenoe. 

3fr.  WioKLiFn  observed,  that  one  main  ob- 
jact  of  this  bill  was  to  throw  from  the  mem- 
ben  here  the  responaibilitjr  of  Szidk  the 
amount  of  their  own  mite«^.  That,  if  thej- 
ivere  allowed  to  fix  that,  it  wonld  involve  tiie 
ezendw  of  as  mooh  di^retioD  aa  if  thaj  were 
to  be  allowed  for  the  amonnt  of  their  own  per 
diem  allowaooe.  He  knew  no  better  standard, 
he  said,  by  whioh  the  distonoe  of  the  residence 
of  the  members  twnld  be  ascertained,  than  the 
books  of  the  Post  Offloe  Deportment.  Hare 
m^versal  certainty,  he  thonght,  wonld  be  at- 
tained  by  fixing  the  distances  in  this  way,  then 
by  leaving  the  matter  to  the  diaoretioa  of  the 
ntM&bers  of  the  Hooae. 

Ur.  SnmoKBS  aaid,  tbot  his  amendment  did 
not  pmpose  to  leave  this  matter  wholly  to  the 
dioGivdOB  of  each  member  in  each  oose,  for  it 
oonSned  him  to  atating  the  distance  of  the 
nearest  post  road  to  his  residence — a  responsi- 
IhUIj  which,  Mr.  B.  thought,  onght  to  be 
tbrown  npon  him,  and  him  alone. 

Mr.  Bdbou  said  he  would  not  permit  him- 
self to  donbt  that  any  gentleman,  making  a 
statement  to  this  Eonse,  wonld  muce  it  trmy ; 
and  if  any  miestatement  of  distanoes  hod  been 
nude,  he  felt  bonnd  to  presume  that  it  had 
been  made  accidentally,  and  wonld  be  correct- 
ed as  soon  as  discovered.  He  oontd  not  see  the 
otiBty  of  this  bill  at  all,  be  siud,  unless  it  was 
intended  to  say,  by  a  solemn  enactment  of  this 
HoDBe,  that  the  members  of  Congress  ore  not 
to  be  trusted  in  qneations  in  whica  thdr  inter- 


est may  come  In  oonfllot  wiUi  their  veracity. 
If,  however,  fbcts  warranted  such  an  assnmp- 
tion,  there  might  be  sufficient  reason  to  Juati^ 
the  passage  of  that  bill.  Until  some  statement 
of  fkota,  showing  grounds  for  this  assumption, 
should  be  made  on  the  anthority  of  the  com- 
mittee which  reported  the  bill,  he  could  not  be 
warranted  in  voting  for  a  bill  anthoriiing  anch 
a  reflection  on  the  House.  He  had  never 
heard  thot  ony  such  report  had  been  made 
by  the  committee.  He  nad  never  heord  an- 
Uientlcolly  that  any  gentleman  of  this  House, 
or  of  the  Senate,  had  ever  taken  any  more 
money  for  mileage  than,  on  a  fair  colcnlation,  he 
was  entitled  to  receive.  He  oonld  not  vote  for 
this  amendment,  therefore,  or  for  the  bill,  but 
should  be  disposed,  when  the  bill  came  before 
the  Honse,  to  move  its  re-commitmeut,  with  a 
view  to  obtun  from  the  committee  a  report  of 
sQch  focta  aa  ahonld  show  that  the  bill  was  not 
merely  justified,  hot  called  for,  by  a  due  regard 
to  the  public  Intereat. 

Mr,  Btboho,  of  New  York,  hoped  that  the 
amendment  wonld  prevul.  It  was  proposed 
by  the  teat  of  the  bill  to  Im^KMe  on  the  Post- 
master Oeneral  the  reaponrability  of  determin- 
ing the  distonces  whioti  members  travel  from 
their  residencea  to  this  Honse,  This,  said  Mr. 
8.,  was  distmsting  the  veracity  of  the  mem- 
bers of  this  House,  It  was,  besides,  turning 
over  the  Be^eant-at-Arma  of  the  Houae  to  the 
direction  of  the  Postmaater  Oeneral,  who  is 
not  an  officer  of  this  House,  and  ought  to  be 
allowed  no  control  over  its  officers  or  its  ac- 
tion. The  Sergeont-at-Arms  was  responsible 
to  the  preMding  officer  of  this  House ;  and  why 
was  he  to  be  turned  over  to  an  officer  not  re- 
sponsible in  any  manner  to  this  Houset  Why 
rely  upon  him,  and  take  away  the  supervising 

Eower  of  the  Speaker  of  this  Honse  t  Mr.  B. 
oped  that  the  amendment  would  prevvl,  and 
that  the  subject  would  be  left  in  charge  of  the 
officers  of  this  House,  as  it  now  is,  ond  to 
whom  itproperly  belonged. 

Mr.  wiOKUvva,  in  reply  to  the  gentleman 
fiwn  Rhode  Island,  who  add  that  he  could  not 
vote  for  the  bill,  because  the  committee  which 
reported  it  hod  not  reported  a  statement  of 
facts,  stated,  aa  o  member  of  the  committee, 
that  the  fiwtfl  of  overcharge  of  mileage  by 
membera  waa  within  the  knowledge  of  that 
committee.  He  felt  no  disposition,  aa  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Honse,  to  present,  in  a  specific  re- 
port, the  names  of  individnol  members,  who, 
under  the  law  of  181B,  had  drawn  an  undue 
amount  of  mileage,  but  he  now  atated  the  fact 

Sinerally,  thot  a  practice  bod  obtained  in  this 
oose,  as  its  recoida  would  prove,  by  which 
members  from  the  same  State,  and  ttie  some 
neighborhood,  hove  been  in  the  habit  of  com- 
puting their  roileage  difi^rently,  some  by  water 
and  some  by  land.  It  was  believed  by  the 
committee  that  there  should  be  some  uniform 
standard  by  which  this  mileage  should  l>e  com- 
puted. He  ollnded  to  the  fact,  within  the 
reoolleotian  of  gentlemen  near  him,  that,  in 


dbyGoogle 


*R.] 


ABRIDGMENT  GB  THE 


lao. 


the  year  1823,  the  praoUoe  first  be^  iu  this 
House  of  cfaoTKiag  mileage  by  the  nver  route ; 
mnoe  when,  the  practice  hftd  been  gradoallf 
extending  itself.  At  that  time,  a  gentlenmn, 
not  now  a  member,  claimed  the  privilege  of 
charging  for  the  diataaoe  of  desoending  the 


charge  was  made ;  for  he  went  back  six  pre- 
ceding Begsiana,  and  clumed  and  received  the 
aame  rate  of  allowance.  This  fact  would  be 
shown  br  the  acconnt«  now  on  file  in  the 
TreoBnrj  I)epartment.  Kor  was  this,  aud  Hr. 
W.,  the  only  instanoe  of  such  obargee.  We 
(the  committee)  then  conceived,  that,  whilst 
we  were  complaining  of  constmctive  jonmeys, 
and  charges  for  joameys  never  made,  &&,  on 
the  part  of  other  public  agents,  it  was  proper, 
&inn  a  regard  to  consistency,  that  we  shonld  at 
least  pnt  a  st^ip  to  this  bosiaess  of  constrnctive 
Journeys  among  ourselvee.  The  act  of  1618 
deolaruiK  that  Die  computation  of  the  distance 
of  travel  of  members  of  Oongresa  should  be 
made  by  the  most  nsnal  route,  the  oompntatjon 
of  the  cirouitons  river  route  was  a  plain  per- 
version and  abuse  of  the  law.  To  remedy  this 
evil,  the  committee  thought  it  best  to  give  to 
the  Postmaster  General  the  power  to  determine 
the  distances.  If  tlie  amendment  now  Tmder 
consideration  shonld  prevwl,  by  what  criterion 
will  the  officers  of  the  Honse  be  governed  in 
ascert^niug  the  nearest  post  road !  It  will  not 
do,  sud  he,  to  tell  ns,  with  the  &ct8  before  onr 
eyes,  that  the  decision  of  each  member,  in  his 
own  case,  will  be  an  infallible  test.  For  the 
same  reason,  we  might  leave  the  whole  enl^ect 
of  compensation  open.  Bat,  said  Mr.  W.,  we 
propcMe  to  take  from  the  member  the  privUege 
of  niins,  at  his  own  will  and  pleasore,  the  ex- 
tent of  nis  compensation.  If  tne  House  should 
require  from  the  committee  a  statement  of 
facts,  they  would  discharge  that  duty  rigoroos- 
ly,  aa  for  aa  they  could.  They  would  ascertain 
what  were  the  actual  distanoes  of  the  post 
offices  near  which  members  reeide,  and  report 
the  soma  which  each  bad  received  for  mileage. 
Bat  they  had  not  conceived  this  necessary. 
They  wished  to  make  no  implication  of  indi- 
viduals, but  umply  to  provide  for  oariTing  into 
effect  the  intention  of  the  act  of  181B. 

Mr.  CouLTEB  vindicated  the  committee  from 
the  suggestion  of  their  having  presented  this 
bill  UDadvisedlj  to  the  Eoose.  All  the  faots 
on  which  ihia  bill  is  founded  (he  sud)  were 
distinctly  stated  in  the  report  of  the  Oommittee 
of  Retrenchment  at  the  session  before  the  lost, 
when  a  bill  was  reported  to  the  some  effect  as 
this,  but  not  acted  on  for  the  want  of  time ;  as, 
too,  was  the  case  with  the  same  bill  at  the  last 
session.  K  the  facts  stated  in  that  report  vera 
true,  (and  that  they  were  true  there  ooold  be 
no  doubt,  for  they  had  not  been  qneetioned,)  it 
was  important  that  some  remedy  ahoold  be 
provided :  for,  it  appeared,  either  Oiat  the  law 
was  defective,  or  that,  in  the  execution  of  it, 
abuse  had  crept  into  the  proceedings  of  the 


Honse.  He  ^presumed,  now  that  the  evil  wu 
so  dearly  pomted  out,  the  presiding  offioer  vJL 
snbordinate  officers  of  the  House  might  ootnct 
it,  and  the  passage  of  the  Inll  migjit  therefbn 
be  sud  to  oe  unneceasary.  But,  inawnadi  w 
the  attention  of  the  Houae,  and  thnra^  tb* 
report  of  the  Oommittee  of  Betrenchment,  that 
of  the  nation,  had  been  heretofore  attracted  to 


That  the  bill  doee  afford  a  remedy,  (he  uid,) 
could  not  be  denied.  It  most  be  adnutttd,  h 
argoed,  that  this  law,  too,  may,  in  oooiw  d 
lime,  come  to  be  abused.  What  hnnun  liw 
cannot  be  abused !  Yon  caanot  place  a  btnitr 
to  hnman  ingenuity  or  error.  The  toly  qnw- 
tion  ia,  doee  this  bill  offer  a  competent  lemsdy 
to  an  admitted  evil  ?  On  that  inbject  then 
can  be  no  qneetion:  fi>r,  if  it  paanoi,  a  eompntfr 
tion  of  diaUooe  by  water  oonrsea  can  never  bt 
substituted  for  a  computation  of  distaues  by 
land.  It  was  comparatively  indifferent  to  him, 
(he  Bud,}  whether  the  proposed  smeadnKiit 
prevuled  or  not :  but,  if  it  did,  the  disUan  of 
travel,  and,  of  course,  the  amoimt  of  eompnat- 
tioo  for  it,  would  still  be  left  in  each  member^ 
own  breast.  He  meant  no  impntation  on  man- 
bersof  Oongrees;bat  0ie  said)  all  laws  pt  up- 
on the  presumption  that  man  is  not  a  eonipt- 
t«nt  judge  or  witnees  in  hia  own  case :  and  it  wii 
assuming  too  much  for  this  House  to  ask  (brio 
members  exemption  from  thia  rule  of  l*a, 
establiahed  and  praotieed  npon  in  all  Giviliisd 
natitms.  The  rules  of  thia  Hooae  hate  already 
made  all  the  imputatjon  apon  memben  whiii 
can  be  inferred  from  this  bill,  by  eicloding  *>;7 
member  from  voting  npon  any  qneMioa  in 
which  he  ia  personally  interested,  Ao. 

Mr.  Tati^k,  of  New  York,  said  that  cm  rf 
the  preeent  rules  of  the  House,  in  stating  dw 
duties  of  the  Oommittee  of  AaconnH^  s^s  "  it 
shaU  be  the  duty  of  the  ootmnittee  (smong  oth- 
er things)  to  BDoit  the  aooODnts  of  tlie  msmten 
few  thek  travel  to  and  from  the  seat  of  Gowia- 
ment,  and  their  atteodanoe  in  the  Hoom."  i* 
fir  as  he  was  advised,  (Mr.  T.  sud,)  the  ptictin 
of  the  preading  officer  always  had  been,  wtxa 
any  difference  arose  between  any  mentM 
and  the  Bergeant^t-Arma  aa  to  eompsaaatiiiii, 
A«.,  to  refer  the  qneetion  for  decisiaa  to  UM 
Committee  of  Accounts,  and  to  settle  witb  tb« 
member  according  to  the  deciaioQ  of  tlut  Mo- 
mittee.  He  knew  that  this  had  wnMtima 
been  the  case,  and,  as  &r  aa  he  was  advised,  a 
hod  always  been  the  case.  The  Speaker  but 
not  been  at  liberty  to  dedds  ench  qoestiiw, 
since  they  were  thus,  by  mliL  e^iedalb  "*'*'• 
red  to  another  o^an  of  the  House.  Mj  «*» 
choice  would  be,  (aaid  Mr.  T.,>  thinking,  m«» 
the  statwients  which  have  been  made,  ihO  * 
remedy  is  required,  instead  of  hnporing  tie 
duty  on  the  Postmaster  General  <rf  Axing  IM 
distances,  so  to  amend  tiie  bill  as  to  require  v* 
(Acers  of  the  House  to  procoro  the  neortu^ 
information.  After  requiring  that  theihiMto* 
post  road  should  be  the  standard  of  etsnpui*- 
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UoD,  I  would  leave  it  to  the  officers  of  the 
Hoiue,  nnder  Hie  direction  of  the  proper  oom- 
mittM,  to  asceruda  the  dutanoes. 

The  qoestion  wa>  then  taken  on  ICr,  Stbb- 
ittKU'B  amendmeDt,  and  decided  in  the  afflnn- 
atiTB,  M  votes  to  M. 

Mr.  Skkmu,  of  Uaiyland,  moved  to  rtrike  out 
that  part  of  the  first  section  which  follows  the 
word  "  post  office  "  in  the  ninth  line,  as  above. 
He  thought  this  was  descending  too  mn^  into 
minntim,  giving  mnoh  tronble  without  any  prso- 
ticsJ  benefit. 

The  motdon  was  not  agreed  to. 

Ur.  WioKurrB  moved  an  amendment  of  a 
provieo  to  the  second  section,  exempting  mem- 
Den  detained  from  the  Honse  bj  known  dok- 
sese  from  the  operation  of  this  section. 

With  these  atDendments,  the  hill  was  reported 
to  the  Honse. 

A  motion  was  made  bj  Hr.  Ykbpi-uiok,  that 
the  EoQse  do  recon^der  the  vote  taken  on 
llinndi^  last,  the  2ith  Instant,  on  the  qowtion 
to  agree  to  the  following  resolntion,  moved  b; 
Ur.  OutsoK,  viz : 

"  Jtfolttd,  TbiA  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed 
to  ioqidre  into  the  eipedlencj  of  Mtablisbing  a 
brancb  of  the  United  States  Hint  In  tiie  gold  re- 
gion of  KoTth  (^Tolina." 

And  on  the  qneetion, "  Will  the  House  reoon- 
rfder  the  said  vote!"  It  passed  in  the  affirioa- 
tive. 

Mr.  Cabsoit  rose,  and  said  that  he  had  been 
iudaced  to  ofiTer  the  resolution  from  various  con- 
■iderationa,  one  of  the  most  important  of  which 
was,  the  higblj  interesting  information  he  was 
induced  to  believe  would  be  elldted  hj  snob  an 

nniry.  That  it  will  prove  neoewuy  to  eetab- 
,  a  mint  in  North  Carolina,  to  the  extent  to 
which  HQch  an  establi^ment  now  exists  in 
Philadelphia,  he  was  bj  no  means  prepared  to 
WKj ;  and  were  he  to  hazard  an  opinion,  a*  at 
present  advised,  be  wonld  sav  that  it  would 


(sud  he,)  an  office  under  national  authority, 
coimeoted  with  a  mother  inatitotioo,  to  assay 
oar  metals,  and  riiow  na  their  correct  value — 
to  Btamp  our  bars  of  gold,  and  prepare  them 
for  a  ciroalattog  medlnm,  or  m  an  article  of 
deport,  npon  which  circulating  medium  might 
iaaiie.  This  would  also  prevent  frauds  from 
being  practised :  for,  while  it  would  show  the 
owner  the  real  valae  of  the  metal,  it  woold 
abo  secure  the  purchaser  from  frauds,  such  as 
nuxiog  allov  with  the  gold,  which  otherwiae 
would  be  difficult  to  detect.  In  a  word,  (Ur. 
O,  said,)  the  inquiry  would  do  no  injary,  while 
tliere  was  a  probability  of  Its  doing  good,  for 
aoy  report  made  by  the  committee  will  be  Bnb- 
jipct  to  the  fntore  action  and  oontml  of  the 

When  I  introdnoed  the  reeolntion  on  Thurs- 
ds7  last,  (said  Ur.  O.,)  I  will  not  disguise  the 
taat  that  I  felt  considerable  soitaitude  for  its 
poflsage.    But,  sir,  my  anxiety  has  in  a  degree 


been  diminished,  not  that  I  deem  the  inqniry 
less  important,  bnt  because  I  observed  an  lion- 

orable  colleagae  (Ur.  Ooxnxb)  voting  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  resolution.  For  that  gentleman, 
sir,  I  have  always,  since  our  first  acqn^otanoe, 
entertained  the  higbcet  personal  respeot,  and  so 
also  have  I  fur  hia  opinions :  and,  sir.  frvm  a 
knowledge  of  the  fact  that  no  part  of  tiie  State 
is  more  deeply  interested  in  all  snbjecta  oon- 
uected  with  Che  precious  metals  than  the  dis- 
trict represented  by  my  colleague,  (for,  sir,  the 
greatest  proportions,  as  vet^  have  been  found 
within  his  diattiot  and  by  his  oonatituents,) 
I  am  oonstriuned  to  believe  that  important 
considerations  have  induced  his  opposition. 
What  tliose  considerations  may  have  been,  I 
have  not  been  able  to  learn,  and  it  ma;  be  that 
his  withholding  them  from  the  House  has  re- 
sulted from  his  lund  feelings  towards  me,  wish- 
ing rather  to  cover  than  expose  the  defects  of 
my  proposition.  Should  this  be  the  case,  sir, 
I  certainly  thank  him.  Mr.  Gibson  concluded 
his  remarks,  bv  tendering  bis  thanks  to  tbe 
House  for  agreeing  to  the  motion  for  reoondd- 
eratiou,  au^  as  no  injury  conld  result  fhim  a 
mere  inquiry,  hoped  the  House  would  adopt  the 
resolution. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Shxppiro  rose,  and  remarked,  that, 
as  his  oolleagne  had  made  an  individual  olluabn 
to  a  member  fWtm  North  Carolina  coming  from 
the  gold  region,  and  being  himself  from  that 
desirable  ooantry,  he  wished  to  know  whether 
the  remarks  of  his  colleague  were  intended  for 
him,  [Ur.  OiBBON  explained,  and  said  his  allu- 
sion was  to  his  colleagae  representing  Uecklen- 
bnrg — that  be  did  not  know  how  his  colleague 
now  making  the  inquiry  voted  on  the  ques- 
tion.] Ur.  Sbbppebd  continued  by  saying,  that, 
owing  to  bis  bad  health  he  was  necessarily 
absent  at  the  time  the  resolution  was  offered 
and  rejected:  bad  he  been  present,  he  should 
have  voted  for  its  adoption,  not  merely 
because  it  happened  to  come  from  a  colleague, 
and  to  embrace  a  subject  interesting  also  to  his 
own  constituents,  bnt  fW)m  a  belief  that,  upon 
a  mere  question  of  inquiry,  it  was  the  more 
courteous,  if  not  indeed  the  more  prudent  course 
to  aooede  to  the  proposition,  unless  it  be  absurd 
in  itself^  or  clearly  adverse  to  some  established 
rule  of  legidation.  •  Should  the  resolution  be 
adopted,  the  committee  raised  upon  it  would 
doubtless  eliolt  mnch  Information,  interesting 
not  merely  to  the  country  in  which  the  precioos 
metal  is  or  may  be  found,  bnt  to  the  nation  at 
large ;  and  even  if  the  inquiry  proposed  abonld 
not  at  this  time  result  in  a  transfer  of  a  branch 
of  the  Uint  (that  powerful  attribole  of  Govern- 
ment) to  the  region  proposed,  yet  it  cannot  but 
be  important^  in  a  national  point  of  view,  to 
have  authentic  information  as  to  the  probable 
capacity  of  any  portion  of  our  coimtry  to  pro- 
duce ^ia  important  basis  of  the  circulating 
medium.  -  I  repeat,  sir.  that,  was  there  not  (as 
indeed  I  think  there  is)  a  manifest  importance 
in  the  proposition,  courtesy  to  the  mover  would, 
in  my  humble  opinion,  be  a  sufficient  reason  to 
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lead  to  its  adoption.  I  vonld,  Mr.  Speak*  , 
have  preferred  that  tie  tertoa  of  the  inquiry 
had  been  more  liberal  in  their  character,  bj 
etubraoing  also  the  Statw  of  Virginia,  Geoi^a, 
and  South  Carolina ;  in  all  of  which  gold  also 
is  found,  though  bj  no  meana  so  eztenaivelj 
as  in  the  State  irom  which  I  come ;  fur,  when- 
ever, sir,  any  inquiry  is  proposed  here,  relating 
to  any  particular  interest  in  our  country,  I  am 
not  for  confining  it  to  my  own  State  or  imme- 
diate district,  but  would  embrace  also  any  other 
portion  of  tins  Union  where  the  same  interest 
IS  known  to  exist  But  without  waiting  to 
oaTil  about  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  permit 
me  to  hope  that  it  may  b«  adopted,  in  its  present 
form. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  resolution 
moved  by  Ur.  Oabsos,  and  decided  in  the  affirm- 
ative. 

TuBSDAT,  December  89, 
DUtnbution  ofOie  Public  Landt. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Hunt,  of  Vermont,  on 
tlte  ITth  instant,  proposing  an  inquiry  into  the 
expediency  of  appropriating  tlie  net  annual 
proceeds  of  the  s^es  of  the  public  lands  among 
the  several  States  and  Territories,  for  the  pur- 
poses of  education  and  internal  improvement, 
m  proportion  to  the  representation  of  each  in 
the  House  of  Ropresentatives. 

The  qnestion  being  upon  agreeing  to  tiie 
motion  of  Mr.  Mxbtih,  of  South  Carolina,  so  to 
amend  the  resolution  as  to  direct  an  inqairy 
also  "  into  the  amonnt  and  value  of  the  public 
lands  which  have  been  given  by  Congress  to 
any  State,  or  to  any  public  institution  in  sdd 
State," 

Mr.  MABTiTf  said  he  was  indebted  to  the 
kindness  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  BpEionr,)  who  yesterday  moved  the  post- 
ponement of  thb  resolution,  and  to  that  of  the 
House,  which  agreed  to  it,  becanse  of  bis  casual 
absence  when  it  waa  called  up.  Tlie  subject  of 
the  resolution  (be  sdd)  was  one  of  great  deli- 
cacy, and  reepecting  which  be  felt  much  diffi- 
culty :  it  was  one  of  great  public  importance, 
also,  and  in  which  the  people  take  great  interest. 
He  knew  of  no  subject  on  which,  at  this  mo- 
ment, public  opinion  was  more  divided,  or  on 
which  public  inquiry  was  more  excited.  It 
seemed  to  him,  therefore,  before  deciding  any- 
thing in  reference  to  this  question,  it  ought  to  be 
examined  with  muchdeliberation  and  with  great 
caution,  that  nothing  might  l>e  done  in  regard 
to  it  which  should  produce  confusion  or  diffi- 
onlty  hereafter.  He  liad  so  fully  believed  that 
the  subject  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  re- 
mdnder  of  the  session,  that  he  had  not  pre- 

Sared  himself^  as  he  otherwise  should  have 
one,  for  entering  freely  into  the  discussion  of 
iL  He  had  intended  to  prepare  a  statement 
showing  the  amount  of  the  pnblio  debt,  for  the 
payment  of  which  the  public  lands  were  pledg- 
ed :  for,  thongh  he  entertained  no  doubt  that 


the  public  debt  might  l>e  pud  from  other 
Bonrcea,  there  waa  still  an  indelicacy  in  looch- 
ing  upon  the  security  which  bad  l>eea  giv«D  fui 
the  payment  of  that  debt  until  it  Bhoald  U 
redeemed.  Whatever  may  be  our  abilitj  lo 
discharge  the  public  debt  aocordlng  te  our  oUi. 
gations,  (he  said,)  the  proposition  to  aller  tLe 
security  for  its  paymentcertainlyoughtloroiM  . 
from  any  other  quarter  than  that  by  whicb  ancti 
security  bad  t>een  given.  The  predse  UDonnt 
of  debt  for  which  the  pnblic  lands  stand  pledged, 
he  was  not,  for  the  reason  already  given,  wa- 
pared  to  show ;  but  that  it  does  stand  pl«4pJ 
mthis  manner,  no  one  would  question,  mi. 
M.  went  on  to  say  that  be  was  opposed  t«  tha 
whole  object  of  the  resolution ;  he  should  k 
so  if  the  amendment  which  he  had  propa»d 
should  be  adopted :  but,  if  the  mover  and  nip- 
porters  of  it  were  serious  in  their  propoEitioa 
for  the  distribution  of  tlie  proceeds  of  ults 
of  public  lands  according  to  represeutstioD  in 
this  House,  or  accordiiu;  to  an^  ottier  rttiA 
they  ought  to  recognize  ^e  principle  to  its  M 
extent :  which  would  require  that  those  Stuu 
which  have  already  received  a  large  portion  of 
the  public  lands  should  receive  of  tne  readn* 
only  in  their  due  proportion. 

St.  Hatkis,  of  Georgia^  swd,  that  ht^  Iw 
with  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina,  bad 
supposed  that  this  resolution  had  been  l«d  upoD 
Uta  table  for  the  remunder  of  the  sosson. 
Without  going  into  the  subject  at  Bll,beni^ 
to  suggest  that  this  sutyect  had  been  ibetd; 
rafermi  to  one  of  the  select  committees  «p- 
pointed  upon  the  President's  Message.  [At  bis 
requeet,  the  resolution  was  read  refernsg  so 
much  of  the  Message  as  relates  to  iutenial  im- 
provementa,  and  the  distribution  of  the  siin>!^ 
revenue,  alter  payment  of  the  public  flel*, 
among  the  several  States.] 

Mr.  Pcttup,  of  Missouri,  regretted  tbst  tht 
reeolation  now  under  consideration  had  bi^ 
offer^  and  he  r^retted,  also,  that  the  gtntic- 
man  from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Misro,)  i»i 
thought  fit  to  offer  this  amendment  Wbil«<''' 
bis  opinions  might  be  in  relation  to  the  propo- 
mtion  for  maldng  a  distribution  of  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  the  public  lands  among  the  lertrJ 
States  acoordit^  to  their  representation  in  ^<^ 
House,  he  thought  the  present  an  inpiop^ 
time  to  make  the  inquiry  proposed.  The  reso- 
lution seemed  to  contemplate  an  immediite  So- 
tribntLon.  The  uublic  lands  were  pledged  to 
aid  in  the  liquioation  of  the  pnblic  debt;  ud 
he  asked  gentlemen,  if  this  plan  were  i™""^ 
diatoly  carried  into  effect,  whether  it  fowd 
not  embarrass  the  Government  iu  its  views  in 
paying  off  this  debt.  The  offering  of  this  reso- 
lution was  to  be  regretted  on  another  accoiint 
It  was  expected  that  some  improvement  m  re- 
gard te  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  pbdUc 
lands  would  be  attempted,  and  he  feartd  ib> 
the  plan  proposed  by  this  resolution  «onlil 
throw  difficulties  iu  the  way  of  that  meaiiiK- 
Sir,  flie  people  of  the  new  States  desiw '"  "f* 
some  reasonable  prospect  for  the  arrival  oftae 
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period  when  the  titie  of  the  United  States  to 
uoda  within  their  NTeral  IIidUb  nuf  be  eztin- 
fidihed.  The;  thought  thet  aome  better  mode 
might  be  provided  for,  which  woold  be  better 
li>c  the  Govenunent  as  well  aa  the  new  Btatea. 
He  wid  be  regretted  to  see  the  excitement 
irbioh  prevailed  in  thia  Hooae  on  thia  anlject ; 
toA  he  aoppoeed  from  thia  that  the  pnblio  mind 
was  alao  «xoited.  It  did  appear  ae  if  gentlemen 
tonndwed  this  a  mere  eonffie  for  the  irablio 
landa,  who  ahonld  get  most.  And  while  he 
&oa^t  tbat  acme  improvemeiit  ooold  be  made 


ian^ard  to  themodeof  di^oangof  thepnblie 
Intda,  be  ooold  aainre  the  Hoaaes  tl>^  on  thia, 
u  well  B8  ever^  other  Batfjeot  of  legialation,  he 


Aoold,  while  attending  to  the  intereele  of  thow 
he  represented,  not  be  anmindfbl  of  the  interests 
of  the  United  Statee. 

Mr.  RcBD,  of  Uasaaohtuetts,  aud,  it  had  berai 
reotirked  that  thia  aabjeot  excited  more  of  the 
pablic  attention  at  thb  moment  than  perhapa 
■nj  other.  If  ao,  did  it  net  become  the  more 
the  duty  of  the  Hooae  to  examine  itt  Aa  to 
the  proposed  amendment,  (Mr,  R,  aaid,)  he  had 
no  dtspoaitUoi  to  reatroapeot  in  this  matter,  oon- 
^dering  the  argnment  to  be  correct,  generaUj 
speaking,  that  the  gifta  to  the  new  Btstes  have 
not  diminished  the  valoe  of  the  pnblic  dom^n, 
bat  that  they  have  inoreased  the  valoe  of  the 
remainder  enfSdentlj-  to  compensate  for  the 
loss  of  what  lias  been  ^ven  awav.  As  coming 
friXD  one  of  the  old  States  of  the  Union,  (Hr. 
B.  said,)  ha  claimed  nothing,  and  wanted  noth- 
ing,  for  the  past.  Bnt,  as  regards  the  fntore, 
tbe  diapontion  of  the  pnmeeida  of  the  pnbUo 
lands  was  a  qnestion  wbioh  presented  mnch  diffl- 
onlt/,  and  ahonld  be  met  nnenoombered  and 
mieiubarrasaed.  He  thought  the  amendment 
wronc,  therefore,  beoanse  it  tended  to  embar- 
rass the  nuun  snbject.  When  a  proper  oocasi(m 
iboold  offer,  of  ao  nmoh  oonseqnenoe  did  he- 
deem  the  main  porpoee  of  the  reeolntion,  he 
ifaonld  move  to  refer  it  to  a  Select  Oommittee, 
iitber  than  to  the  standing  otnnmittee^  whloh  Is 
aheadT'  too  much  btirthened  with  bndnees  to 
^Te  to  this  qneeti  w  the  attention  which  its  Im- 
portance demands. 

Ur.  Maixuet,  of  Tcomont,  was  In  &vor  of 


fHoIntioni  To  inqnire  into  the  mode  of  dia- 
ponng,  for  the  Aitmre,of  the  prooeeda  of  the 
■aks  of  public  lands.  We  all  know  that  Oon- 
gnsa  haa,  frran  time  to  time,  made  dispoaitdon 
<rf  ptxtions  of  them,  aometdmes  in  answer  to 
the  demands  of  JnsBce,  sometimes  in  litwral 
donatiomi  towards  the  aooomplishment  of  nae- 
fol  pnblie  oltjeota.  The  qneetion  presented  b; 
the  amendment  is,  whether  the  oommittee  shall 
he  dtarged  with  an  inqnkf  into  the  amoont  ot 
dooationa  which  have  been  thna  already  made 
to  diflbrent  States,  He  waa  In  &vor  of  the 
amendment,  beoaaae  it  wonld  enlarge  the  soope 
of  inqoiry.  He  sbonld  vote  for  It,  to  disem- 
baiTaee,  and  not  to  embarrass,  the  inqniir,  as 
■<»iienntlemenBe«iiied  to>nppO0aitwoal£    If 


the  amendment  were  r^eoted,  what  wonld  be 
the  effect  t  The  gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina would  institoto  the  inquiry  in  a  difibrent 
form,  and  nltimatelj  it  mnst  and  wonld  con- 
nect itself  with  the  main  inqnirj.  Was  it  not 
more  important  that  the  House  ahonld  have 
this  information  in  the  ontset,  than  have  it 
called  for  in  a  later  stw^  of  the  proceedings  T 
Whether  these  granta  of  land  heretofore  ooght 
to  be  taken  into  aoconntornot.  In  any  arrange- 
ment fbr  the  ftitiire,  was  a  different  qnestion. 
He  waa  fbr  having  all  the  information,  which 
waa  <v  wonld  be  asked  fbr,  at  once;  mr  (said 
be)  meet  this  qnestion  we  mnst.  We  have  got 
to  hear  it ;  ana  the  more  we  can  anUoIpato  Uie 
difHcnltiea  whioh  are  likelj  to  embarrass  it,  the 
bettor. 

Hr.  DuifoUT,  of  minds,  add,  he  was  per- 
fecUj  willing  to  see  a  fiill  investigatiim  of  every 
snbject  whica  relates  to  the  pnblio  lands.  He 
oared  but  litUe  abont  the  resolntion,  or  the 
amendments  offered  by  the  gentleman  from 
Sonth  Oaiolina,  (Hr.  HABmr,)  although  he  was 
opposed  to  the  ^eral  object  His  otiject  in 
rising  was  to  notice  some  en  the  remarks  of  the 
gentleman  from  Sonth  OaroUna,  and  those 
made  by  the  graUeman  ftom  Vermont,  He 
a^  that  the  gentleman  from  Booth  OaroUna, 
and  other  members  of  the  Honae,  appear  to 
miaapprehend  the  objeota,  or  oonstderattoos, 
received  by  this  Govenunent  fbr  the  grants  of 
land,  or  dcnationa  as  they  are  ealled,  which 
have  been  made  to  the  new  States.  He  aaJd 
that  the  largest  portion  of  those  donations,  as 
they  have  been  styled,  waa  the  aohool  land%  or 
the  sixteenth  sections  given  to  the  inhalntanta 
of  each  township  for  the  ose  of  schools  to  be 
established  In  said  township ;  and  as  these  lands 
have  always  been  q>propriated  before  the  sale, 
they  have  been  juatly  considered  as  a  part  of 
the  conMderation,  and  an  inducement  to  the* 
purohaae  of  all  the  remaininf  lands  in  the  town- 
ship; and  ao  &r  from  their  odng  a  donation  to 
the  States,  they  have  been,  ana  are  selling  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  townships  in  whloh  uiey 
lie. 

He  said  that  some  small  grants  of  land  had 
been  made  to  the  new  States  bv  the  General 
Govenunent  when  they  reoeived  their  admis- 
sion into  the  Union ;  bnt  they  were  made  np<ai 
the  express  ooniUtion  that  those  States  wcmld 
never  tax  the  public  lands  within  their  limits, 
nor  those  sold  by  the  General  Govenunent 
within  five  years  aftor  the  sale.  Surely  <1ie 
said)  this  is  no  donation,  it  is  a  fUr  bai^un, 
and  the  new  States  have  mnoh  the  worse  part 
of  it,  as  they  have  given  up  a  right  which 
wonld  be  worth  more  to  them  now  than  a  hun- 
dred times  the  qoantity  of  land  they  have  re- 
ceived. He  B^  that  it  was  a  &ot,  which  could 
not  be  questioned,  that  the  new  Statee  would 
now  have  the  ]wwer  to  tax  all  the  lands,  publia 
and  private,  within  th^  bonnda,  if  they  had 
not  bartered  away  their  right  to  do  so  fbr  a  few 
acres  of  land,  and  some  other  equally  nnim- 
portant  consideratitms.     He  said  that  thoae 
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lands  had  been  pnrcbased  bj  the  mrrender  of 
all  ri(;ht  to  levy  a  tax,  whioh  would  have 
ainotmtod  everf  ^ear  to  more  than  the  land  ia 
worth.  He  sa^  if  it  should  be  determined  now 
to  charge  these  new  States  with  this  land,  (and 
the  proposition  to  give  an  equal  qnantitj  to 
each  of  the  old  States  before  the  oontempUted 
divinon  takes  plaoe,  is.  in  effect,  to  do  so,)  he 
ht^ed  that  the  new  States  would  be  Testored 
to  th^  natoral  rights — the  right  to  tax  and  ez- 
erdse  a  sOTereign  power  over  their  own  terri- 
tory, which  in  a  nn^e  fear  would  be  worth 
more  to  the  new  States  than  all  the  lands  in 

Hr.  D.  laid  that  the  gentleman  bota  South 
Oarolina  oonld  not  oertainlj  be  aoqoainted  with 
the  sitaatioD  of  the  new  States,  and  their  peon- 
liar  relation  to  the  Qeneral  GoverruDent,  or  he 
would  not  have  raised  a  claim  by  the  old  States 
for  those  lands  whioh  hare  been  given  to  some 
of  the  new  ones,  to  assist  them  in  mftUng  inter- 
nal improvements,  snch  as  roads  and  canals. 
He  eali  that  it  was  a  fact  well  known  to  every 
man  of  common  obeervaljou,  that  every  valuable 
improvement  in  a  coontry,  soch  as  a  road  or  a 
canal,  la  calculated  to  increase  the  value  of  tlie 
lands  throngh  and  near  whidi  they  are  oon- 
stnicted ;  and  as  the  General  Government 
owned  much  the  largest  part  of  the  land  in  the 
new  States,  and  especially  where  some  of  those 
Improvements  are  to  be  made,  he  thoeght 
he  should  hazard  nothing  in  saying  that,  in 
every  instanoe  where  the  improvement  is  made, 
the  increased  valne  of  the  public  lands  oooa- 
rioned  eiclnsively  by  the  improvement  will 
amonnt  to  ten  timee  uie  valne  of  the  donation. 
Be  said  tti^  a  policy  which  woald  be  vrise  in 
an  individual  owning  large  qnautitiea  of  wQd 
land,  would  also  bewiee  inauovenunent;  and 
he  appealed  to  ai^  gentleman  to  m  whethw 
'  he  would  not  colder  k  portion  of  thta  land 
well  appn^riated  in  this  way,  when  there  was 
a  certainty  of  its  hastening  the  sale,  and  in- 
oreasing  the  valne  of  the  remdne. 

Ur,  B.  further  said  that  the  United  States 
were  bound  by  every  principle  of  conmion  Jds- 
tioe  to  contribute  Bomething  to  the  improve- 
ments which  were  making,  and  contemplated 
to  be  made,  in  the  new  States,  as  every  canal, 
road,  or  bridge,  made  in  those  States,  tiad  a 
direct  tendency  to  Increase  the  value  of  the 
public  lands.  He  said  that  about  eighteen- 
twentieths  of  all  tlte  lands  In  the  State  he 
represented  belonged  to  the  Genera]  Govern- 
ment, and  that  his  oonstitnentswere  burthened 
with  a  heavy  tax  to  oonstruot  roads  and  bridges, 
whioh,  thoogb  necessary  to  their  own  convra- 
ience,  had  a  direct  and  certain  tendency  to 
ituse  the  valne  of  all  the  lands  over  which  they 
are  made.  He  s^d  he  knew  the  States  bad  no 
power  to  compel  the  G^eneral  Government  to 
oontribate  its  part  to  these  improvements;  but 
he  hoped  that  a  sense  of  justice  would  prevent 
its  receiving  such  advantage  without  oontrib- 
nting  its  fuD  portion  towards  it.  He  said  that 
all  the  old  States  had  the  power  of  taxing  the 


lands  over  whioh  they  made  roads  or  ottw 
improvements,  and  that  the  iiolders  ot  hai 
rarely  complained  of  a  tax  of  this  kind,  m  it 
generally  gives  a  great  increase  to  the  viln  d 
Qieir  estates.  He  said  that  there  was  a  cotmt; 
in  a  remote  part  of  the  State  of  BUiiois,  cot 
teining  about  ten  thousand  inhalntanta,  til  tf 
whom  are  tenants  of  the  United  States,  ud 
pay  near  fiftv  thousand  dollan  per  aimiuntu 
or  rent  to  the  Government ;  and  he  snppoad 
no  one  could  think  it  reasonable  or  just  tbH 
those  people  should  be  burthened  wiu  id  ti 
ditlonal  tax  to  make  roads  in  a  oomiby  vben 
every  foot  of  land  ia  owned  by  tliis  GovNtuimt 
Ifr.  D.  regretted  to  bear  the  reasons  gini  l? 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont  in  bvor  of  i^ 
proposition.  It  wae  tme  (he  said)  that  mh 
mdividuals,  and  one  State,  liad  aeeoted  ■  eliin 
to  all  the  public  lands,  but  he  did  notlxiim 
that  any  luge  portion  of  the  people  weald  m- 
taia  any  pretension  of  that  kiaa.  He  nid  be 
believed  nis  constdtnents  would  be  ndiSid 
with  having  their  jnst  and  reasonable  diins 
satisfied,  w&ch  were,  that  the  price  ahoold  b« 
reduced,  and  the  salee  so  regulated  as  to  euUi 
all  the  settlers  to  obtain  their  homes  wimNfr 
able  terms. 


WinnxBDAT,  December  80. 
DUtribiUion  tftk»  J^Im  £m^ 

The  House  resumed  the  oondderalka  itf  lb 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Hnsi,  of  VemoBt, 
propodng  to  direct  an  inquiry  by  the  OdbuuI- 
tee  on  the  Public  Lends  mto  the  ezped>HMT(f 
distributing  the  net  proceeds  of  Ott  nk*  <■ 
pnblic  lands  among  the  several  States  fir  Uh 
purposes  of  ednoation  and  internal  iIqlKlT^ 
ment 

The  qnestjon  being  stated  on  igredng  to  lb. 
llASTors  propoaed  amendment^  for  ditertuc 
the  oconmittee  to  report  the  quantity  of  Indj 
already  granted  to  e«sh  State  by  the  OeiMil 
Govenmient, 

Hr.  Poix,  of  TannesKe,  said  that,  frcoi  w 
time  which  had  been  already  ooeupied  in  «* 
disonsBion  of  this  reeolntion,  propmiiis  •■>  i"" 

a  airy  merely,  it  must  be  evident  not  ootr  ^ 
lis  disouBsion  is  piematnra,  but  that  It  b  ns 
likely  to  arrive  at  any  profitable  md.  II  ^ 
admitted  by  thoae  who  rappmied  tbeiesM- 
tioo,  that  it  is  not  expedient  to  make ^™: 
tribution,  at  all  events  nnlil  the  pobBe  dm 
shall  have  been  p^d.  That  the  public  dt« 
will  not  be  paid  for  several  yean  to  «Ms^  *■* 
known  to  every  one,  and  therefim  this  ^» 
rfon  was  premature.  Another  reatnii  H^^ 
entertaining  the  resolution  at  present,  nt,  tba 
the  whole  subject  of  the  distribution  of  tbe  w- 

Slns  revenue,  after  the  payment  of  **»*  PjJ* 
Bbt,  had  been  bronght  to  the  notioe  a  Cat- 
grass  by  the  Prerident  of  the  United  St^jM? 
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thU  pftrt  of  it  be  referred  to  wiotber  committee  ? 
Another  reuou  tgaiiut  the  present  disoiusioii 
was  that,  that  if  it  dionld  be  the  policy  of  the 
eonatrjr,  after  the  pubUo  debt  was  paid  oS,  to 
levy  more  tazee  than  the  Government  ehonld 
require  for  the  ordinarj^  administTttion  of  pnb- 
lio  affairs,  and  the  qnestion  shorild  be  between 
the  preeent  plan  of  Internal  improTement  and 
the  propoeea  plan  for  the  distribntion  of  the 
pnblio  rerenne,  he  was  free  to  say  that,  between 
the  two  modes,  he  shonld  prefer  Uie  latter.  Bat 
ibis  was  a  question  which  it  will  be  lime 
enongh  to  argae  when  it  shall  aotaallj  have 
arisen.  It  might  be,  possibl/,  that,  when  the 
pablio  debt  shonld  have  been  pud  oS^  there 
wonld  be  no  snrplos  revenne,  and  no  occasion 
for  this  absorbent  process. 

'iir.  BuoHAjrAS  sud ;  The  Honse  is  placed  in 
a  sinpilar  poeiCion  in  r^ard  to  this  reeotntion. 
The  conrse  panned  by  its  fiuends  has  been  nn- 
fortonote.     Upon  this  resolution,  whioh  merely 


gentleman  from  Soath  Oarolina,  (Mr.  Mabtih,) 
nave  involved  ns  in  suoh  a  debate,  as  can  ontj 
become  proper  in  case  the  committee  should 
report  a  bill  for  the  division  of  the  net  proceeds 
of  the  pnblio  lands  unong  the  States  in  propor- 
tion to  theirpopolation.  and  that  bill  should  be 
before  the  Honse  for  discossion.  Yet,  in  this 
preliTninaij  stage  of  the  bnsiness,  we  have  been 
orawn  off  from  the  main  sobieot  of  isqniiy,  and 
have  been  serioaslf  engagea  in  discussing  the 
question,  whether  the  new  States,  who  have 
hitherto  received  donations  of  pnblio  land  from 
this  Qovemmeut,  shall  acconnt  for  them  in  the 
general  distribntion.  The  gentleman  from 
Soath  Oarolina,  who  proposed  this  amendment, 
has  franklj  avowed,  that,  whether  it  prevailed 
or  not,  he  wonld  vote  against  the  resolntiou. 
Bnch  is  my  regard  for  that  gentleman,  and  of 
BQoh  valne  do  I  estimate  his  support,  that  I 
might  be  wiUiog  to  aacri£ce  something  of  mj 
own  opinion  to  seanre  it;  but  when  he  pro- 
poses to  amend  onr  resolntion,  and  informs  oa, 
at  the  same  time,  he  will  oppose  it  in  everv 
ghu>e,  we  ooght  to  view  his  amendment  with 
Jealoi^  and  distrost; 

"^nmeo  DanaOB,  et  dona  ferentes." 

Without  being  drawn  into  an  argument  npcm 
the  subject,  it  is  my  decided  opmion  that  it 
would  ba  both  nnjust  and  ungenerous  to  charge 
the  new  States  with  donations  of  land  whioh 
tbej  have  already  received,  and  that  an  inquiry 
into  the  expediency  of  such  a  measure  oonld 
only  tend  to  distract  and  divide  tJia  friends  of 
Uie  resolution. 

What  (said  Mr.  B.)  is  the  true  and  the  only 
proper  question  for  disoaadon  at  this  timet 
It  is,  whether  the  snbject  of  the  resolntiou  is  of 
saffident  importance  to  demand  inquiry.  Upon 
this  question  eta  a  doubt  be  entertmad !  The 
vast  importance  of  the  measure  proposed  must 
be  impreesed  upon  every  mind,  whether  we  re- 
gard its  conaeqnenoea  to  the  people  of  the  old 


of  the  new  States  of  ttds  Union.  The  pnblio 
feeling  of  the  countryis  alive  to  the  subject. 
And  shall  Bach  of  ua  as  are  friendly  to  tta 
thorongh  investigation  suffer  inquiry  to  be 
stifled  t    I  trust  noL 

The  report  of  the  Select  Oommittee  of  the 
ouse,  at  the  last  session  of  Congress,  has  fur- 
nished us  all  the  statistical  information  upon 
the  sabject  whioh  can  be  desired.  There  are 
two  important  qnestiona  which  that  report  doea 
not  embrace,  and  which  onght  to  be  carefnlly 
inveatigat«d  by  a  oommittee  of  this  House.  I 
desire  to  have  a  report  from  such  a  oommittee^ 
upon  the  gneetioD  whether  the  proc«eds  of  th« 
pnblio  lands  are  pledged  in  snch  a  manner  to 


,irOT>08ltl( 

stated  with  a  degree  of  confidence  which  would 
almost  seem  to  predlnde  doubt;  and  yet  there 
are  probably  strong  reasons  to  snatun  a  con- 
trary opinion. 

It  is  very  true,  that,  when  the  fanding  ayat«m 
was  first  established  in  ITtIO,  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  the  public  lands  were  directed  to 
be  applied  solely  to  the  eztdngnishment  of  the 
debt  of  the  Bevolutiou ;  botltla  equally  certain 
that  this  pledge  waa  often  disregarded.  In  the 
year  1817,  when  the  present  ulnVing  fimd  waa 
establisfaed,  Hi  mrevioiu  laws  which  had  made 
appropriations  tor  the  purchase  or  payment  of 
the  funded  debt  were  repealed.  That  fund  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars  annnally,  for  the  dis- 
charge of  the  pnblio  debt,  was  to  be  raised  from 
Uie  import  and  tannage  duties,  horn  the  internal 
duties,  and  from  the  sales  of  Western  lands. 
It  may  be  (sud  Mr.  B.)  that  the  obligation  im- 
posed by  this  act  will  be  equally  satisfied, 
whether  the  annoal  sinking  fond  shall  be  pro- 
vided fkim  one  or  from  all  these  sources.  Suoh 
was  probably  the  opinion  oi  Oongresa,  wh«a. 
In  leas  than  one  year  after  they  had  created 
this  ftmd,  they  ab<dished  all  the  internal  dutiei^ 
and  tbns  cut  off  one  of  the  sources  from  which 
it  was  to  be  supplied.  I  wish  to  eipress  no 
decided  opinion  upon  Ihis  question ;  out  it  is 
certainly  well  worthy  of  investi^tion  by  a 
committee.  Its  proper  nndeistandmg  and  cor- 
rect dedsion  may  tud  us  much  in  arriving  at 
«  Just  oondndon  in  regard  to  the  main  qnea- 
tion. 

Mr.  B.  wished  to  be  distinctly  understood, 
that  even  if  we  oonld,  oonsistently  with  the 
public  futh,  at  once  distribute  the  annual  pro- 
oeeds  of  the  public  lands  among  the  States,  he 
had  not  for  himself  detemuned  whether  it 
would  be  expedient  to  do  so  until  after  the 
national  debt  should  be  discharged. 

There  is  (said  Mr,  B.)  another  important 

Joestion  involved  in  this  inquiry,  on  whioh  I 
esire  to  have  the  report  of  a  committee ;  and 
that  is  in  regsr^  to  the  constitutional  power  of 
OoDgress  to  make  the  proposed  distribution 
among  the  States,    The  power  to  distribnto  the 
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proceeds  of  the  pabUo  Uud«  among  the  States 
to  which  thej  now  belong,  is,  in  in;  opinion, 
verj  different  from  that  of  diatribntLig  among 
them  the  sorpluB  Tevenne  Biinng  from  taxation. 
I  pnrposel;  refhun  from  enl«ring  npon  the 
discoBBion  of  tliis  qaestion  at  present;  but  I 
think  I  might  ftppeal  with  oonndenoe  to  the 
gentlamao  from  Bonth  Oarolina,  (Mr.  MximN,) 
whether  there  is  not  on  obTioos  distinctioa  be- 
tween  the  two  oasee.  A  gentleman  might,  with 
perfect  consistencj,  admit  the  power  of  Oon- 
greas  in  the  one  case,  and  denj  it  is  the  other. 

Hr.  B.  B^d  he  thonght  this  reeolution  ought 
not  to  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Poblio  Lands,  as  the  mover  of  it  (Mr.  Hunt)  had 
prop<wed.  Highly  as  he  respected  that  com- 
mittee, it  was  well  known  they  were  chie67 
aeleoted  from  the  members  representing  that 
portion  of  the  TJnioa  within  which  the  pnblio 
lands  were  sitnated,  and  who  were  therefore 
beat  aoqoainted  with  the  laws  which  related  to 
them.  The  snt^eot proposed  tobereferred  was 
one  of  deep  and  geueral  interest  to  every  State. 
In  bis  opinion,  a  Select  Committee,  composed  of 
members  from  difibrent  portiims  of  the  Union, 
ahould  be  rdaed  for  the  pm^ose  of  investigating 
it.  The  antfject  involved  miportant  qoestiona 
in  regard  to  the  constrQction  of  the  constitution 
and  of  the  laws  of  the  coontry,  which  did  not 
appropriately  refer  themselves  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Pablio  Lands ;  and  the  information  pe- 
caliarly  within  the  province  of  that  committee, 
we  have  already  received  from  the  report  of  the 
Select  CommitMe  raised  at  the  last  sesdon. 

Mr.  B.  add  he  thought  the  present  the  pe- 
culiar and  the  appropriate  time  for  inqniry. 
The  oonntry  were  expecting,  nay,  they  were 
demanding  it.  Are  we  prepared  to  stifle  this 
inquiry  t  Are  we  preparad  to  declare  that  we 
do  not  think  thisimportant  subject  even  worthy 
of  a  reference  I  Such,  he  trusted,  would  never 
be  the  determiiiation<rf' the  House;  and  he  was 
oonvinoedthefriends  of  inquiry  would  never  be 
direrted  from  their  purjHMe,  imtil  they  had  ob- 
tained all  the  information  necessary  to  enable 
them  to  act  with  wisdom. 

Mr.  B.  said  he  would  read  aanbstitntefor  the 
resoIntioD  proposed  by  the  gentieman  from 
Vermont,  (Mr,  Hktt,)  which  was  in  accord- 
ance with  the  remarks  he  had  jnst  made  He 
trusted  it  would  be  acceptable  to  that  gentle- 
man. He  knew  that,  nnder  the  rules  of  the 
House,  be  could  not  at  present  offer  it  as 
amendment;  and  if  he  could,  he  would  n 
becanse  his  time  was  already  too  mnch  occapied 
on  the  committee  of  which  be  was  already  a 
member,  to  make  him  desire  to  be  placed  on 
the  Select  Committee  to  which  this  sabjeot  ought 
in  his  opinion  to  be  referred. 

Here  Mr.  B.  oonoloded  by  reading  the  follow- 
ing: 

lUmivtd,  That  a  Select  Committee  be  appointed, 
to  which  shall  be  referred  the  rqiort  of  a  Select 
Committee  made  to  the  Home  of  Bepreeenutives 
the  23th  Febrnary  bst,  reUtieg  to  the  dHtribntton 
of  the  net  prooeedi   of  the  sals  of  public  '     '~ 


tleman  from  Sontli  Oarolina  ^ 
quiry   into   the  qoanlilT   and 


among  the  several  States,  in  praponion  to  the  po^ 
ulation  of  each ;  sod  that  the  mm  committee  be  it- 
Btructed  to  inqoire,  and  report  to  this  Hoaae,  •lielb- 
there  be  any  provision  of  the  conitilation,  w  if 
7  act  or  acts  of  CoDgreas,  hi  relation  to  th»  ds- 
charge  of  the  public  debt,  which  ooght  to  prenst 
CoDgresa  from  making  seeh  diBtiU>ation,  tad  ttat 
the  said  committee  have  iMve  to  report  by  bill « 
otherwise. 

Mr.  Test,  of  Indiana,  s^:  OominsflmntlM 
part  of  the  oonntrj'  where  I  do,  and  wbc«  i 
qnestion  of  this  kind  ao  vitally  aSMs  the  in- 
terests of  mv  constitDoita,  it  will  be  eipMlM 
that  I  should  say  sotnething  npcm  the  ntject. 
Indeed,  I  shonld  tUnk  myself  derelict  from  vst 
doty  if  I  were  to  remain  mlent  The  amoA- 
it,  sir,  looks  forward  to  the  general  op»- 
of  the  original  resolution.  I  shall,  then- 
fore,  be  necessarily  led  into  the  examinatioD  d 
the  principles  of  the  latter,  to  oome  &iily  at  tb 
effects  of  the  former.  What,  ar,  is  the  qnestiiii 
before  the  Hoose  t  The  firBt  or  ori^nal  pn^ 
sition  is  to  appropriate  the  net  proceeds  of  tlis 
public  lands  XxtwarAB  internal  improvraieats  sd 
the  promotion  of  learning,  to  be  divided  uMog 
the  States  according  to  their  repreaentatioii  in 
The  amendment  offered  by  the  gen- 
"     ■'    "  pKniaeee  tn  ia- 

vaJoe  of  tb« 
land's,  in  order,  as'  I  tmdentand  it,  to  a  dirinn 
among  the  8tatee,with  a  view  to  come  at  a  fnr 
settiement  as  be  oalla  it;  and  tiiat  tboae  6(ite^ 
who  have  rec^ved  a  portdon  of  those  laodiS 
may  be  charged  in  the  aoconnt  current  «i(t 
what  they  have  received.  It  is  ueoeeswy  to 
look  into  the  motive  or  oonsideration  wlodi  >■- 
duoed  the  State  of  Virginia,  and  others,  to  esdt 
their  wild  lands  to  the  United  States ;  and  thn 
to  see  if  the  proposition  now  brfwe  tlw  Hoim 
is  calculated  to  promote  the  grand  oli^sct  vlwa 
those  States  had  in  view  wbm  they  mad*  ItM 
oessions ;  and  the  determinotlMi  of  this  ptw 
will  test  the  ntdlit^of  the  measorei  ItitnO' 
sideretl,  on  all  hands,  that  tme  of  tba  motiTM 
was  to  enhanoe  the  reaonrcea  of  the  Fedoil 
Government,  which  were  at  that  time  voy 
limited  indeed,  and  to  enable  them  fodisdtfV 
their  obligations  to  Uieir  creditors ;  ^^J 
I  am  very  far  from  believing  this  was  •''•^~ 
prominent  or  urgent  motive.  There  were  hip'' 
and  more  important  oonrideratiMia.  The  priB* 
object  of  all  was,  to  matetrin  and  seenreawa- 
tinnation  of  the  OMifederatioD.  TifgiBis  p» 
sessed  ahnost  as  mnch  territory  as  any  t*o « 
three  of  the  other  States,  and  it  mtTma 
seen  that,  in  a  conrse  of  time,  an  mafm  <■ 
population  must  give  herava8taac«>daBeye«' 
the  balance  of  them.  Looking  with  a  pwl*" 
sophio  eye  through  the  course  of  events,  \i^ 
not  difScnlt  to  disown  that  the  growing  pM^ 
ness  of  an  individoal  State,  alrea^  lbs  i^ 
powerful  in  the  oonftderatiai,  woold  bscsW- 
latod,  in  the  very  nature  d  things,  to  bmJ* 
ffeara  and  jealouMea  in  the  smaller  States 'h^ 
might,  in  time,  grow  into  disoontaita  wo  w* 
erings,  whkh,  bring  fostered  by  thoasfca»»« 
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jealoanes,  woold  lead  direot];^  to  a  duaolntion 
rf  the  nnion  or  oonfederatloii.  The  prime  mo- 
tive, then,  must  baTe  been  to  provide  og&uut 
that  event,  bj  radnoing  the  amomit  of  territorr 
in  the  larger  States,  and  limiting  their  size  as 
near  to  an  eqnalitf  aa  posaible,  tbereby  to  pro- 
dace  a  balaooe  of  power  in  some  meoBnre  like 
that  of  Eiir(q>e.  Paaring:  for  the  sake  of  brev- 
it7,  OT«rall  tlieintennediatest«pB,andwi(hoat 
adverting  to  farther  evidesM,  it  tnnrt  appear 
dear  to  aoy  gentlttoin  in  tlie  House,  that  that 
waA  have  been  the  most  powetfol  iodnoement 
vt  motive  (aod  tnilr  patrlotia  it  was)  in  the 
largv  Btatee  to  make  this  ffreat  saoriflce  of  their 
powar  and  reeooroes;  wbl*^  oonpled  with  the 
kteaof  doing  Justice  to  thrar  creditoTs,  and  re- 
Bering  the  oonfaderadon  firom  its  distressing 
embanaasneiita,  form  the  oonMderation  upon 
which  these  lands  were  oeded  to  the  General 
Government ;  and  I  hold  it  to  be  the  dntj  of 
OonsreM  to  sacredly  regard  this  consideration 
in  all  its  legislative  acts,  and  to  proffiDt«  the 
geoerooa  and  benevolent  views  of  the  States  in 
m^t-ing  those  enormons  though  neoeasarr  saori- 
ficea.  Let  na  eee  then  whether  the  amendment 
to  the  reaolntion  which  fbnns  the  propontiou 
befbre  the  Honse  is  calonlated  In  its  oonse- 
qaenoes  to  promote  that  ^reat  and  magnanimoua 
ol^}ect,  80  far  from  doing  so,  I  view  it  as  the 
moat  daaserons  proposition  that  ever  was  agi- 
tated in  tnia  Honse,  or  brought  before  this  na- 
tioo.  That  la  it,  sir  t  It  is  to  divide  the 
poblio  lands  among  the  different  Stat^  and  to 
require  the  new  States  to  answer,  and  pay  for 
■11  tlie  appropriations  made  bj  the  Oovem- 
ment  towards  their  improvement,  while  you 
have  reaped  the  benefits  of  those  improvements 
to  a  mnon  greater  degree  then  they.  Ton  have 
ftamished  the  c^iital,  we  have  done  the  labor, 
and  we  ara  now  to  he  called  npon  to  pay  back 
all  that  we  have  reo^ved,  after  doing  the  labor 
for  yon.  How  are  yon  going  to  make  this  oal- 
cnlatitKi  of  value  I  what  is  to  be  the  standard  t 
where  are  you  to  benni  at  what  point  of  timet 
shall  it  be  oalcnlat«a  for  the  fntnrel  will  yon 
make  it  as  of  now,  or  shallit  benun^jtrotuMf 
Te  are  very  gravely  told  by  the  gentleman 
from  Bonth  Ouolina,  that  to  talk  abont  the 
benefits  the  United  States  receive  from  these 
appropriations  for  improvements,  is  the  most 
fisUadoos  and  preposteroas  Idea  he  ever  beard 
■nggested.  Let  as  see  if  it  be  so  silly  and  falls- 
tnoiu  as  that  gentlranan  supposes.  What  is  the 
effect  of  tboee  appropriations  and  improvement 
of  the  oonntry  t  Do  tbey  enhance  the  value  of 
your  lands,  or  do  they  nott  Do  they  not  in- 
daoe  population  to  flow  in  by  hundreds  of  thoa- 
aands?  Are  they  not  the  means  of  selling 
thousands  and  miUiona  of  acres  of  your  land, 
which  would  otherwise  lay  waste  and  wild! 
J>oes  not  this  add  to  the  resources  of  our  conn- 
try,  besides  aagmenting  the  value  of  the  lands  ? 
To  rednoe  to  praotioal  results  the  ailment  of 
tlie  gentleman,  I  will  make  snob  a  calculation  aa 
I  anppose  he  would  ask  the  committee  to  make, 
and  see  whether  he  be  right  or  wrtmg.    Shall 


we  make  it  at  the  "linlmnfm  or  ^T'a^i'n^lm  price  t 
Sir,  I  presune  the  gentleman  would  oalenlate 
them  at  the  price  which  they  sold  for.  I  will 
gratify  him  in  making  it  so :  then,  suppose,  hy 
yonr  appropiiationa  and  our  labor,  the  lands 
shall  bring  ten  dollars  per  sore,  do  yon  g^ 
nothing  t  And  the  more  labor  we  add  to  the 
appropriation,  the  more  It  enhances  the  price, 
and  we  are  to  be  charged  at  that  price.  Sir,  it 
amounts  to  this,  the  more  labor  we  do,  the 
more  we  have  to  pay;  the  more  money  yon 
receive  in  consequence  cf  our  improvemanta, 
the  more  we  have  to  pay  you — we  could  have 
purchased  the  land  of  you  at  the  minimum 
price,  but  in  oonsequenee  of  receiving  it  as  a 
donation  (as  the  g^Ueman  would  ctdl  it)  we 
have  to  pay  three  prices.  It  is  a  valuable  ^ft 
to  yon,  bat  it  be^n  ns— and  I  should  say, 
take  back  your  "Deganire,"  take  back  your 
fatal  gift,  it  is  poisoned.  Sir,  it  is  like  a  man 
laying  out  a  town,  and  selUng  his  lots  for  a 
high  price,  and  afterwards  calling  npon  the  pur- 
duiaers  to  pav  bim  for  the  stroets  and  alleys 
which  be  haa  laid  out.  Yon  have  been  cun- 
ning enough  to  give,  and  we  silly  enough  to 
receive.  Sir,  it  is  reversing  the  whole  order 
of  things,  upon  this  calcu&tion  the  less  we 
have  of  your  glfte  the  better.  Poor  Indiana, 
there  is  a  terrible  day  of  reckoning  coming; 
she  has  been  silly  enough  to  receive  some  of 
your  gifts;  and  on  the  great  day  of  reckoning, 
if  it  shall  be  found  that  she  had  reoeived  more 


never  will  do  it,  no  new  State  will  do  it;  and 
to  enforce  such  a  proposition  would  be  to  strike 
them  from  ttie  confederation  and  dissolve  Uie 
Union. 

Do  yon  believe,  sir,  that  the  new  States 
would  stand  and  look  on,  and  see  you  carrying 
away  the  fruits  of  their  bard  labor,  withoot  a 
straggle  to  prevent  it.  It  would  take  away 
every  motive  in  them  to  remun  a  part  in  the 
confederacy,  every  ground  of  attachment  to  the 
Union,  and  cause  tbem  to  look  to  their  own  re- 
sources for  protection.  I  have  said  that  yonp 
Spropriations  bad  been  the  induoemenU  to 
Dosands  to  emigrate  to  those  new  States. 
They  have  broken  ui>,  and  left  th^  homes,  to 
seek  a  home  in  the  wildemesa,  allured  by  your 
deoeitftil  gifts,  and,  after  arriving  there,  they 
find  themselves  called  npon  to  pay  back  the 
pretended  boon.  What  will  they  say  to  yon  f 
Would  they  admire  your  justice,  or  would  they 
despise  yoor  avarice  and  fraud!  Sir,  I  have 
inqnired  at  what  point  of  time  will  you  refer 
this  calculation  of  value  and  division  of  the 
spoiL  Will  you  commence  at  the  present 
period?  Will  yon  go  back  to  the  time  when 
those  lands  were  ceded  to  the  States!  or  will 

S)u  refer  it  to  some  point  of  time  in  advance! 
yon  refer  it  to  the  time  when  the  cessions 
were  made,  little  Delaware  would  receive  aa 
much  as  any  of  yon  in  the  general  distribution, 
for  she  bad  as  many  representatives  In  Oongress 
then  as  New  York ;  and  woold  she  not  contend 
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viih  yon  that  that  was  the  oorreot  prinolplel 
She  hsd  then,  and  has  yet,  all  the  barthens  of 
Borereigntr  to  support,  without  the  meant)  of 
the  other  States ;  and  the  lands  being  a  gift  to 
70a  at  a  time  when  she  hod  as  nnxaa  right  4d 
the  confederation  as  any  of  7011,  it  wonld  seem 
an  BTgoinent  in  her  favor  to  fix  the  diTuton,  or 


and  Appropriate  it  to  their  own 
me  it  would  be  eqnall;  if  not  more  joot  to  dis- 
tribute it  according  to  tlie  ritiiation  and  relation 
In  which  tbe  parties  stood  at  the  time  of  ita 
creation.  I  say,  by  this  sort  of  diBtribntion, 
Delaware  would  get  a  share.  Suppose  yon 
refer  the  oalonlation  and  distrlbutfon  to  the 
present  time,  how  would  it  standi  yfh&t 
would  Delaware  g«tt  However,  air,  I  will 
pnas  by  this  port  of  the  subject  for  t 
and  take  another  view  of  it  Sir,  I 
consent,  nor  will  my  State,  or  tlie  new  States 
generally,  consent  to  stop  here  with  the  divi- 
sion, oalcolation,  or  distribution.  We  mnat 
go  the  whole,  or  perchance  we  shall  not  be  able 
to  pay  you  for  the  liberal  donations  you  have 
mode  us ;  and  where  will  be  the  Joatioe  of  dis- 
tributing a  part  of  the  public  domain  without 
the  whole) 

(hnfftvu  MQeoga  and  OompmuaUm. 

The  tjuestion  being  upon  cononrrenoe  tn  the 

amendment  reported  by  the  Committee  of  the 

Whole,  the  obiect  of  which  is  to  strike  out  that 

Sort  of  the  bill  whioh  plooes  the  calculation  of 
istonces  travelled  under  the  direction  of  the 
Poatmaster  General, 

It  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  WtoKurnt,  the  bill  was 
ftirther  amended,  so  as  to  require  the  proper 
ofBcer  of  the  House  to  obtain  from  each  mem- 
ber the  place  of  his  reridence,  and  then,  witii 
the  aid  of  the  preaiding  officer  of  each  House, 
to  ascertiun  ana  fix  the  distance,  Ac 

Mr.  TiTLOB,  of  New  York,  adverting  to  the 
second  section  of  the  bill,  (requiring  from  each 
member,  at  the  close  of  each  oeadon,  a  certifi- 
cat«  of  Uie  number  of  days  he  may  have  been 
abseut  from  the  seat  of  Oovermnent,)  expressed 
the  opinion  that  (this  principle  being  intro- 
duoed  into  the  bill)  it  onght  to  be  still  farther 
amended,  so  as  to  moke  it  efifeotive  to  secure 
the  attendance  of  members  at  the  sitting  of  the 
House.  This  would  not  be  aooompliahed  by  re- 
quiring an  account  of  days  of  absence  from  the 
seat  of  Government,  bemuse^  in  legal  phrase- 
olc^,  the  seat  of  Government  includes  the 
whole  ten  milea  Bonare  of  tiie  District  of  Oolnm- 
bia.  To  make  the  provialon  of  the  bill  more 
definite,  therefore,  Mr,  T.  moved  to  amend  the 
bill  BO  as  to  require  &om  each  member  a  state- 
ment of  the  number  of  days  that  be  shonld  have 
been  absent  from  the  sittings  of  the  House. 

After  some  observations  between  Hx.  Wiox- 
UTFX  and  Hr.  TavLOK,  this  amendment  was 
agreed  to. 


Mr.  Tatlob  then  moved  further  to  auad 
the  bill,  so  as  that  the  oompntation  ot  dittist* 
of  the  residence  of  memben  shoold  b*  bj  Ibt 
shortest  road,  instead  of  the  shortest  post  ratd 
— on  the  ground  that  the  poat  rood  vm  fn- 
qnentiy  not  the  nearest  or  most  convenient  rad 
for  travelling  to  a  given  point. 

After  some  observations  between  Mr.  Tux- 
Lim  and  Mr.  Txtlob,  tbia  motion  vu  negt- 
tived,  100  voles  to  60. 

Some  farther  verbal  amendm^its  wen  mid* 
to  the  bill,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  fintns,  d 
New  York,  Mr.  T*inoH,  and  Mr,  HiVMs. 

Mr.  Oabson  moved  to  strike  out  the  sMdod 
section  of  the  bill ;  upon  whioh  motioD  tbt 
mover,  and  Mr.  Wilsk  and  Mr.  'Wwoait, 
mode  some  remarks,  the  first  and  lost  of  (bw 
gentiemen  at  considerable  length.    When 

Mr.  Spuort,  of  North  Garolioa,  moved  ii 
a^oumment,    Thia  motion  was  nwaliTed. 

Mr.  LnoBXB,  ot  Kentneky,  said,  that  wiSt 
the  greatest  pleasure  he  wonld  have  ■eeoided 
with  the  request  of  the  gentieman  from  Honb 
Oarolina  for  an  a^joumment,  were  it  not  far 
what  he  believed  an  unneoeenry  oonsomptia 
of  time  which  it  woold  have  oooarioned,  Tbii 
House  (said  Mr.  L.)  has  been  already  four  dsft 
engaged  in  vain  debate  on  a  plain  and  nnple 
proposition.  An  evil  is  admitted  by  oU  to  enst 
m  the  variant  oompntation  of  the  miksge  cf 
members,  and  a  hill  la  before  us  to  moks  tb 
oonstTnction  of  the  legal  provision  on  this  nb- 
Jeot  uniform:  and,  somehow  or  othff,  grtot 
difficulties  seem  to  stand  in  the  way  <:€  the  pw- 
sage  of  this  bill  But  when  we  take  into  (oo- 
sideration  the  word  "  retrenchment,"  that  pcw- 
erfhl  and  magical  word,  so  much  the  tuonU 
of  my  ooUeagne,  and  hia  Idea  ctf  ita  btgimuag 
"  at  home  "  by  the  passage  of  thU  bill,  *ilb  s 
view  to  that  object  I  would  eameetly  r«0B- 
mend  to  him  the  laving  of  tim&  lime,  >f • 
itself  is  mcmey,  and  we  onght  to  eeononute  it- 
And,  although  It  m^  be  doe  to  thatgcnde- 
man  that  he  should  be  allowed  to  advocate  tlui 
dvlingofhisboBOTtwithieal,  I  might  yatafr 
knowledge,  without  intending  any  ptnaw 
disref^»eot,  that  he  bos  oocnpied  an  ondiepio 
portion  of  the  time  of  the  House  in  doing  M 
If  he  bad  allowed  the  bill  to  pass  withaatw 
much  debate,  after  going  tbrougo  the  Ooonid- 
tee  of  the  Whole,  there  would  have  been  M 
difficulty  in  it.  I  invite  the  ottaition  of  tlul 
honorable  gentleman,  when  he  nest  locAi  into 
the  suttject  of  retrenchment,  to  the  deviuga 
ways  and  means  by  whioh  we  can  get  ikog 
with  hnsineae  in  thb  HonsealitUe better:  tbd 
we  may  not  he  obliged  to  hear  any  gntloHB, 
on  a  subject  of  this  sort,  more  than  one  he»<' 
time,  nor  have  hhn  repeat  the  svds  if^ 
-lore  than  three  timu  within  thai  hoar:  not 
to  hear  him  take  a  wide  range  oonoeniing  him- 
self and  the  difficnlties  he  has  enooimteiea  in 
getting  here.  I  qieok  of  thia  in  general  tms^ 
as  an  evil  that  needs  the  coirecting  hand  (*tM 
Retrenohing  Oommittee,  or  some  othw  taa- 
mittee.    DponpriadplasofjnstioeandeqBwii;. 
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(Mr.  L.  Mid)  he  thought  that  thla  bill  ongbt  to 
pass  in  M>me  shcpe  or  other,  sod  he  ooiild  not 
bat  regnt  its  delsj,  and  the  obstaolw  which  ita 
friends  had,  no  doobt  nnlntentioiuUr,  thrown 
in  th«  mj  of  ita  progrOM.  He  adnuHiiihed  bi« 
ooUeasne  not  to  be  too  partloiilar  u  to  terms, 
and,  if  he  ohbuoed  a  bill  aaffident  for  a  oor- 
reotion  of  the  eril,  to  be  satiafled.  This  might 
have  been  done  (he  sud)  withoat  any  great 
parade,  bj  the  introduction  of  a  resolution 
a«cl«rstor7  of  the  opinion  of  thia  Honse  as  to 
tba  intention  andoonatniotion  of  tliel&w  (^1818. 
The  oonunittee,  however,  having  preferred  a 
^Sbrent  mode  of  acoom{diabing  the  lame  ob- 
ject, he  was  diepoaed  to  acqnjeaoe  in  it. 

^nua  child  of  tbe  bosom  of  hia  eoUeagne  bad 
beea  long  in  ooming  into  the  world.    The  n^ 
tioa  lias  looked  for  ft  with  intense  anxietj.    It 
liad  been  slow  in  its  oonoention,  and  tardy  in 
its  deliverj.    It  was  old ;  thoogh  it  had  been 
MHd  to  be  small,  yet  it  was  oomely.    It  was  a 
prodnotion  which  QSr.  L.  said)  he  himself  ad- 
mired very  mocb,  Anoe  it  had  seen  the  light; 
althongfa,  from  the  great  diffioolty  in  bringing 
it  to  Hfe,  some  bad  af^rebeaded  that  the  Onsar- 
ian   operation  wonld  have  beoome  neoeasary 
before  it  Mw  the  day.    It  has  oome,  however, 
^ud  Mr.  L.,)  and  I  rejoice  to  eee  it.    I  n^oioe 
oie  more,  beeaose  it  has  a  skriking  resemblsnoe 
to  its  &ther — not  to  the  colteagne  of  mine  who 
laid  olalm  to  it  yesterday,  bat  to  bim  who  has 
the  charge  of  it ;  though,  really,  from  the  affec- 
tionate atroggle  between  my  two  coUesgnee  as  to 
Ha  paternity,  I  did  not  know  bat  we  ahoold 
have  to  resort  to  the  dIbo  of  SoIomoD  of  old, 
and  settle  the  qneetion  by  dividing  the  offepring 
between  them.    Bnt,  to  speak  seriously,  he 
believed  Uutt  hia  honorable  colteagne  who  re- 
ported the  bill  was  the  real  father  of  it,  and 
shoold  have  all  the  credit  of  so  hopefol  an 
bear.    He  hoped  to  see  it  carefully  nnrsed,  but 
not  too  closely,  lest  perchanoe  it  might  be 
smothered  by  too  mnoh  kindneea.    He  also 
desired  that  it  might  inherit  all  the  good  prop- 
ertiM  of  its  father — all  hia  indostry,  ability,  and 
naefidnees;  and,  in  saying  this,  he  was  not 
speaking  ironically,  bnt  he  noped  that  it  would 
not  at  the  same  time  inherit  an  nnconqoerable 
deara  to  talk,    Mr,  L,  hoped  (he  said)  that  we 
should  have  its  twin  brother,  and  a  good  msJiy 
of  the  same  progeny.    He  liked  the  breed.    He 
wished  to  see  "reform  "here  in  espeoditureH,  as 
wdl  as  elsewhere   thronghont   the    oonnd^. 
Thoogh  it  might  be  thought  small  game  by  somcL 
he  woold  be  ^ad  if  hia  calleagne  wonld  go  on  and 
porene  it.    Bo  macb  saved  is  so  much  gtuned. 
As  every  body  seemed  willing  that  this  bill 
ahoold  pass,  (Ur.  L.  said,)  be  had  got  the  Soor 
to  ask  whytbe  Honse  should  hedtste  longer 
■boat  it.     why  not  pass  it  to-day  (    He  never 
had  Mtaaelf  a  doabt  as  to  the  intention  of  the 
law  of  1818;  for  he  never  had  the  acateness 
lunuelf  to  be  able  to  find  ont  that  "  the  nsnally 
trSTslled  road "  waa  the  bed  of  a  river,  and, 
therefore,  never  thon^t  of  making  snob  a 
ohirge;  but,  at  the  taoie  tdme^  he  did  not  ooo- 


demn  the  gentlemen  who  had  oalonlated  th«r 
travel  in  ^t  way,  if  they  thought  it  jnst  and 


i  gentu 
thatw  ,, 
aooording  to  law, 

Tboae  parts  of  the  bill  whidi  had  been 
ttrioken  out,  (llr.  L.  sud,)  he  did  consider  aa 
oonveying  an  impntatioa  on  this  House,  by  re- 
fbrring  the  oompntation  of  the  mileage  of  mem- 
bera  to  tbe  Postmaster  QeneraL  For  himself 
(he  said,)  he  wanted  no  overaeer  or  supervisOT 
of  this  House,  or  what  might  be  called  a  Oon- 
gress-Uaster  QeneraL  He  could  never  agree  to 
let  any  officer  ont  of  this  House  regulate  its 
peooliar  and  excloMve  concerns.  Qentlameo 
might,  on  the  stomp,  or  daewhere,  haraDKue 
about  tbe  want  of  int^rily  In  tlus  House,  llr. 
L.  aaii  he  oonndered  its  hitegrity  the  last  st^ 
of  the  nation;  andwhentbatrelianoewasgone^ 
he  should  tbink  the  Government  was  gone. 
Booh  things  may  be  talked  of  aa  electioneering 
topics,  and  to  be  witty  upon.  Bat,  when  we 
oome  to  be  serious,  the  truth  is  known  and 
aoknowledged,  this  House  has  intt^ty.  Hav- 
ing no  doubt  on  that  ent^ect,  ought  we  ever  so 
far  to  bring  onrselvesintodisrepnte  by  our  own 
vote,  as  to  intimate  that  any  indiwlnal  at  the  head 
of  a  department  is  Ukely  to  have  more  honesty 
than  we  have !  I  do  not  acknowledge  that  any 
one  man,  the  Foetmaster  Qeneral,  or  any  other 
executive  officer,  np  to  the  highest,  deserves 
such  preference  over  ourselveB ;  for  I  believe  that 
there  is  as  much  honesty  and  patriotism  in  thia 
House  as  in  any  equal  number  of  people  np<m 
earth,  I  look  to  tbem  with  hope  and  confi- 
dence for  safety  in  the  worst  of  times.  Let  the 
times  be  as  bad  as  they  may  hereafter — I  do 
not  now  speak  of  tbe  present  time — I  look  to 
this  House  to  protect  tbe  public  interest  I 
never  will  consent  to  say,  either  directly  or 
indireoUy,  that  there  is  any  head  of  a  dejnrU 
ment  that  oan  and  will  do  more  joBtice  to  this 
nation  than  the  nation  may  rightfully  expect 
from  the  Honse  iteelt  Tbe  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment has  already  heavy  duties  to  perform,  with 
fewer  reaponsibilitiee,  with  more  power  and 
patronage,  than  any  other  department  of  the 
Govemmeat;  and  all  the  ability  and  all  the 
boneety  of  its  head  is  required  for  its  own  faith- 
ful management,  Hewonldnotthereforeagree 
to  place  Uiis  Honse  under  the  control  of  biiiL 
or  any  other  offioer  whom  it  might  be  proposed 
to  make  its  oomptroller  genenu.  Ur,  L.  con- 
oluded  by  saying  he  did  not  wish  to  oonsuiae 
time  mmecessarUy,  and  expressed  a  hope  that 
the  House  wonld  pass  the  bill  bt&m  its  ad- 
journment. 

Mr.  BpmsHT  sud  be  bad  not  submitted  the 
motion  for  a^joomment  with  a  view  of  making 
a  set  speech  on  the  sabjeot  of  retrenobutent  and 
reform.  He  was  feai^  that  the  patiNioe  of 
the  House  was  already  ezbaasted;  he  had  not 
origuially  intended  to  take  any  part  in  the  di»- 
onaeiou;  bnt  the  innumerable  amendmenta 
which  had  been  made  to  the  bill  Itad  indnoed 
him  to  make  a  brief  statement  explanatory  of 
the  voM  he  should  pve.  He  could  aearo^ 
e^ieat  that  the  House  wonld  attend  tohim  with 
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the  same  n>od  humor  vith  which  thej  had 
listened  to  tiie  gentleman  from  Kentacky,  (Hr. 
Lbtoheb.)  That  geotlemBn  had  been  pleased 
to  call  this  bill  a  child,  which  needed  nnrsinK 
and  attention  to  rear  to  matorit;,  and  profeeaed 
himself  willing  to  aid  in  rearing  and  ednoating 
it  to  oaefnl  porpoeea.  Mr.  S.  t£oaght  that  the 
dbainnan  of  that  OMniniUea  might  say,  in  ref- 
erence to  the  friendahip  manifested  hy  his  ool- 
leagae,  in  the  words  of  the  Spanish  proverb  .- 
"  Bsve  me  from  mj  friends ;  from  m j  enemies 
I  can  protect  mjsdf."  When  the  bill  was  first 
Introdnoed  into  the  House,  he  was  opposed  to 
it,  and  had  so  stated  onreserredlf ,  niunl;r  o" 
aoooont  of  that  danse  in  the  first  seoUon,  about 
which  so  mooh  debate  had  been  had,  directing 
a  reference  to  the  Fostnuuiter  OenersL  When 
tiiis  part  was  stricken  ont  by  an  amendment,  he 
was  disposed  to  vote  for  the  bilL  Hia  objec- 
tions to  that  clause  were  the  very  incorrect 
es&nate  which  the  poet  office  books  give  of  the 
^stances  on  some  of  the  post  pontes.  Their 
distanoea  were  no  doubt  generallj  obtained  from 
depntf  postmasters  and  mul  carriers,  who  eri- 
dently  Knew  very  little  of  the  matter.  In  hia 
district,  he  had  heard  do  cotnplainta  aboat  the 
per  diem  allowance  on  the  mileage  of  members. 
The  oommittee  had,  however,  reported  an 
ftbose  or  an  error,  and  had  demonstrated  bow 
it  had  originated,  sod  had  proposed  a  remedy. 
The  &at  that  this  matter,  thus  disclosed,  had 
not  been  spoken  of  at  each  a  distance,  shows  that 


ofitsextent.  It  ought,  therefore,  to  be  corrected, 
and  the  amended  bill  afibrded  a  proper  remedy. 
Hr.  8.  could  not  agree  in  opinion  with  his  friend 
and  colleague,  (Mr.  Oabsoh,)  bis  bosom  friend, 
be  might  say,  lliat  in  this  matter  cormption  or 
dishonorable  motiree  were  to  be  tmpnted  to 
memberi^  and  that  they  shoold  resent  such  at- 
tempts. 
He  saw  nothing  In  the  bill  to  awaken  enoh 


that  Bomething  had  been 
to  have  been  done ;  and  that  the  present  law 
was  so  defective  that  each  errors  might  oocnr 
even  with  good  intentions.  The  enaotoient  of 
this  law  would  prevent  a  recnrrenoe  of  these 
things,  by  establishing  a  uniform  role.  He  saw 
in  this  nothing  to  impeach  the  charsoter  or 
raffle  the  comfriaoenOT  of  members.  He  repro- 
bated the  doctrine  that  members  of  Oongress 
were  too  honorable  to  need  acootmtability,  and 
that  they  shonld  be  exempted  from  responsi- 
bility. Uembers  of  Oongress  were,  he  donbted 
not,  eqnsUy  fklUble  with  other  men ;  and,  in 
this  matter,  the  qnestion  is  about  that  in  wfaich 
men  are  most  fallible,  their  self-interest.  He 
was  for  discarding  snch  pretensitHis,  and  for 
patting  a  stop  decisively  to  these  mslpractices. 
Mr.  epEioHT  said  that,  two  years  ago,  when 
these  matters  were  first  broached,  this  Hall, 
and  every  Hall  in  the  oonntry,  rang  with  the 
acoonnts  of  the  waste  of  pnblic  money,  con- 
ttmotive  Jonmeya,  doable  ontfts,  tto.    He  was 


then,  as  now,  of  opinion  that  the  qoestion  of 
retrNtchmoit  shoold  be  fnlly  met,  and  a  tbot- 
ongh  investigation  ordered  into  «11  the  ieaitt- 
ments  of  the  Government.  Bat  his  qimka 
was,  onequivocally,  that  this  reform  and  iiiT«- 
ligation  shonld  commence,  like  disrity,  il 
home,  and  here  in  this  HalL  This  bill,  input, 
met  hia  view ;  and  when  tliiB  shonld  bescttkd, 
he  hoped  the  oommtttee  wonld  prosecil*  Ibe 
inqairy  into  certain  other  mattws  ti>o«t  llx 
HoDse,  the  nee  of  stationery,  &e.  And  wlxa 
the  affairs  of  that  Hooae  were  retrendisd  ud 
reformed,  he  hoped  they  woaldw»ceed  throng 
all  the  departmeats,  from  the  Exeootive  don 
throDgh  every  office,  and  examine  and  refiin 
all  the  abase  which  may  exiat.  He  had  bdtd, 
daring  the  last  nine  montlu,  a  great  deal  of  tbt 
removal  of  futhful  public  officers,  men  who,  (or 
many  years,  had  served  the  pabUo  well,  sad  ibe 
appointment  of  others.  If  these  things  hm 
been  done  without  cause,  it  is  proper  that  nicti 
an  abuse  of  power  shonld  be  detected,  ud  iti 
authors  puniahed  by  public  opinion.  In  tltw 
ramarks  he  had  no  intention  of  aUo^ng  to  in- 
dividuals ;  the  question  simply  wsa,  the  ibm 
being  admitted,  should  not  the  remedy  be  tf- 
pliedl  He  thou^t  it  shoold,  snd  tbenlbn 
supported  the  bill  as  amended. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  by  yeas  wl 
nays,  on  striking  ont  the  aeooud  section  of  tbt 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  a  large  mt- 
jority,  168  to  16. 

Mr.  Chilton,  of  Eentucky,  then  meted  for 
ther  to  amend  the  bill,  by  acuing  thefcdloniv 
Bs  a  new  section : 

Bee.  S.  Atidbtit/vTlhtrenaetei,'[b»lttbtaim(t 
rfx  doHacs  par  day,  and  stx  doDars  for  SMh  trtitj 
miles  triTd,  and  eomputed  accorAig  to  fbregi^ 
proTidona,  b«  allowed  to  each  monber  of  CoKifi 
in  lieu  of  the  present  aDowanee;  and  tlul  iI  liin 
making  a  greater  or  diCteaot  aOowaiKa  b«^  *ad  A* 
'-ma  are  herrty,  repealed. 

This  motion  Mr.  Obiltoit  supported  ij  s 
speech  of  some  length,  and  conclu^  bysaBog 
for  the  yeas  and  nays  npon  it 

The  House  refused  to  order  the  yeis  iA 
nays  to  be  taken,  by  a  vote  of  189  to  IB. 

A  motion  was  then  made  to  a^joom,  and  de- 
cided in  the  ne^tive. 

The  <^neetion  was  Uien  taken  on  sgreeiiig  to 
the  motion  of  Mr.  Obtltoit,  and  dedoed  in  tbe 
legative.  ayes  26. 

And  then  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  eiiflW- 
ed  for  a  third  reading,  in  the  followiiig  nnn, 
via: 

"  A  if  nuu^  tte.  That  the  Secretary  of  the  StD- 
ate  and  the  Serffeant-at-Armi  of  the  Houn  of  ^ 
reaentatlves  ebaU,  at  the  present  and  st  the  tt»- 
menceinent  of  each  subseqaeat  seesioB  of  CoagtsS 
obtain  from  each  member  and  delegate  tbe  hum  o* 
ce  nearest  his  reridence,  and  shill  lb'* 


the   post   office  HbniBD*  Ul«  ADHUVUU^  »■»  n^    — - 

with  the  ud  of  the  prerfdlng  ofllcsTS,  sscerUio  >m 
flx  the  distuice  to  said  post  «Ace  from  the  Mt  of 
Oovemment,  compuled  aocoi^g  (o  tlw  ibom^ 
post  road  on  whlcA  letters  are  usnaDy  triani*><d 
by  mail  from  the  seat  of  the  Oeoval  Ootemnv' 
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to  aaid  pcMt  oScs;  after  which,  ha  dull  add  to,  or 
•ablnct  from,  (ha  mid  tUtetnent,  u  the  oh*  mvr 
be,  Iha  distaiiM  froin  Hid  port  offic«  to  the  red- 
deuce  of   wid  member;    npon  which  Matement, 
the  mileage  of  each  men^Mr  it  to  be  eompnted, 
"See.  i.  AndbtUftaihtr  mo^n^  That,  on 
final  tettlement  of  the  account  of  each  membei 
delegate,  he  shall  nbjoln,  at  the  fbot  of  his  accoont, 
a  certificate  that  he  bai  dedncted  from  hia  account 
all  and  each  of  the  entire  dajaonwhlcb  be  ma*  hare 
been  absent  from  hie  Hat  Id  the  Hoom  of  wtddi ' 


contained  (dull  be  ao  comtreed  a 
member  lecelTing  a  dail;  o 


Dn,?fti» 


theab- 
e  of  and)  member  wae  occadoned  bf  rickneM 
after  hia  departure  fram  home ;  In  whiah  case,  s 
member  ao  prevented  ttwa  attending  the  Honie, 
■ban  annex  acertiflcate  of  thebct  of  Bckneaa,aad 
ita  dontiim." 

Thitbbdat,  Deoember  81. 
Dittr^Uon  of  Fublie  Landi. 
The  House  h&ving  resamed  the  oonsldarstloii 
of  the  rasolDtioa  of  Mr.  Etnrr,  propooing  a  dis- 
tribQtaon  of  tbe  net  prooeeds  <tf  the  uies  of 
pQblio  lands  amonft  ue  aereral  States  for  the 
porpoaea  of  edocatim  and  internal  improre- 

Mr.  Test  roee,  and  Mud  that  lie  bad  but  a  few 
words  more  to  Bay.  and  he  shonld  oloee.  I 
think,  rir,  (taiA  Mr.  T.,)  I  was  calling  tlie  atten- 
tion of  the  Honse  to  the  nudut  operandi  under 
the  proTisicnis  of  the  amendment  to  the  resolu* 
tion  bjr  the  gentleman  &om  Bonth  Oarolina,  and 
particiilarlj  what  was  to  be  taken  into  this  sc- 
count  cnrrent  which  was  to  be  made  out,  I 
had  said,  we  shall  call  upon  yon  to  go  the 
whole ;  we  shall  not  only  caU  u{M>n  yon  to 
throw  in  all  the  lands  in  this  distriot,  besides 
the  njeleae  milliona  yon  have  laid  ont  npoa  this 
bnilding  sod  the  President's  house,  bnt  we  shall 
csll  npon  yon  to  take  an  aoooont  of  your  nSTy 
■lao,  for  it  will  bo  extremely  onerone  to  oall  upon 
us  in  the  new  Stal«e  to  pay  for  the  lands  yon 
pretended  to  give  ns,  without  allowing  ns  to 
draw  oat  of  the  general  stmik  onr  money  por- 
tion of  the  fonds.  I  shall  be  told  that  these 
pablio  baildings  are  a  part  of  the  staple  im- 
provements of  the  oonntry,  which  were  never 
mtended  as  a  fnnd;  this  I  admit;  and  so,  by 

Cor  pretanded  ^ft,  these  lands  (ao  br  sa  they 
re  been  allied)  hara  beoome  a  part  of  tlte 
permanent  miprorements  of  the  oonntry  as 
mnch  as  yonr  public  boUdinn;  bnt  we  are 
called  npon  to  pay  for  them,  and  we  cannot  do 
so  eioept  we  be  permitted  to  draw  npon  the 
Joint  stock.  It  will  be  no  answer  to  onr  prop- 
oaitioo  to  tell  na  that  the  cost  of  these  ooild- 
ings,  Ac,  are  money  appropriations,  and  not 
land.  Sir,  I  wonld  inqnire  of  the  gentleman 
from  Biratb  Oarolina,  what  distdnotion  he  will 
draw  between  an  ^qiropriation  of  money  and  of 
land — except  that  money  ia  preferable. 

Sir,  I  should  think  tbe  gentleman's  predpi- 
tancy  a  conclnaire  evidence  that  he  was  afraid 


to  enbmit  his  proportion  to  the  deliberate  oog- 
itations  of  the  people.  He  is  fearful  that  that 
monatrona  sentiment  which  he  has  beard  in 
whispers  might  assome  a  more  andible  tonfr-~ 
he  is  fearfhl  it  may  niin  npon  pnblio  opinion. 
Bir,  if  It  be  tme,  that  such  a  sentiment  or 
opinion  be  gaining  croond,  it  is  one  of  the 
strongest  reasons  under  Heaven  why  the  de- 
cision of  the  qneetion  should  be  postponed. 
IM  the  people  deliberate  upon  it,  and  my  liflB 
for  it  tb^  will  oome  to  a  correct  oonolnsi<Hi 
oono^ning  it.  Is  the  gentleman  afraid  to  post- 
pone it  till  after  the  next  census!  I  shonld 
think  Bo,  from  hia  desire  to  push  tbe  matter 
now.  Why,  sir,  drive  us  into  a  deotdon  now  t 
Why  not  let  it  remain  till  public  opinion  has 
decided  npon  it  I  Tbe  new  States  are  hot 
weak  in  numerical  strength;  why  cram  thia 
meaaore  down  their  throats  before  they  shall 
have  acquired  the  strength  which  tbe  new  cen- 
sus will  give  them  !  It  shows  there  ia  some- 
thing wrong  about  it,  and  that  he  ia  afraid  to 
trust  it  to  the  searching  investigations  of  time. 
If  we  must  have  a  scramble  for  this  property, 
give  na  a  chance  with  you — do  not  t^e  the 
advantage  of  onr  present  representative  weak- 
ness, when  you  know  we  have  a  large  portion  of 
original  phyrioal  strength  just  ready  to  organise 
and  bring  into  action.  It  wonld  not  be  fur ;  if 
we  most  lose  onr  lands,  let  ns  at  least  have  the 
benefit  of  all  onr  strength  before  we  commence 
the  nneqnal  straggle.  Sir,  I  can  say  to  my 
friend  from  Vermont,  I  have  never  heard  sncn 
principles  ss  he  mentions  contended  for — I  have 
never  heard  any  man  deny  bnt  that  Gongreas 
bad  the  right  to  dispose  of  those  lands  accord- 
ing to  the  tenor  of  the  compacts  with  the 
varioos  States  which  have  made  cesnons.  Bnt 
I  will  say  to  my  friend,  that  whatever  lands  th« 
United  BtMes  may  have  in  the  new  States,  at 
least  the  Western  onesi  Vermont  has  no  land 
there,  nor  ever  will  have,  until  the  Western 
States  consent  to  it,  or  tbe  most  solemn  engaee- 
ment  shall  be  violated  by  the  Congress  of  tiie 
United  States.  Sir,  I  have  said  this,  and  I  will 
say  it  here,  that  the  gentleman  may  be  apprised 
of  it,  that  when  the  motives  or  considerations 
for  ceding  these  lands  to  the  United  States,  by 
the  several  States,  shall  have  been  folfilled, 
that,  from  a  principle  of  eqnity,  connected  with 
the  contract,  they  mnst  and  will  fall  to  tbe 
Btatee  in  which  Uiey  lie ;  and,  sir,  I  will  give 
the  gentleman  the  grounds  of  my  opinion.  Sir, 
it  is  evident  that  these  lands  were  ceded  to  the 
United  States  upon  two  oonsideratjons,  the 
most  prominent  of  which  was,  to  create  a  sort 
of  political  balance  in  the  Union,  as  I  have 
heretofore  said ;  the  next  was,  the  payment  of 
the  pnblio  debt.  The  lands  are,  therefore,  « 
'—-':  estate  in  the  hands  of  Ctonffress  or  the 
ed  States,  for  tbe  pnrpose  of  tnlfilling  the 
design  of  the  States  wiuah  ceded  them,  that  is, 
to  lay  off  a  certain  number  of  new  States,  not 
to  exceed  a  certain  sise,  so  as  to  create  the  bal- 
ance of  power  I  have  befbre  stated — whiah 
States  were  to  be  free  republican  States,  poa- 
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MMing  all  the  rif^te  of  BOTeraigiitj  and  inde- 
pendence of  the  original  Sutas;  and,  at  m 
proper  time,  to  be  admitted  into  the  Union 
upon  an  eqoal  footing  with  them.  Now,  air, 
U  it  not  a  settled  principle,  in  the  oonBtmotion 
of  all  trastA,  &om  which  no  tribunal  ever 
thought  itaelf  at  libertj  to  depart,  that  when 
the  whole  objeot  or  conrideration  for  which 
the  tmst  was  created  nhall  hare  been  fulfilled, 
that  the  estate  reverts  to  the  original  donor, 
unless  otherwise  directed  by  the  tenns  of  the 
tmstl  Here,  sir,  it  is  otherwise  directed;  it 
never  con  revert  to  the  donors.  Bal^  sir,  when 
these  new  States  shall  have  been  laid  ont,  and 
the  pnblie  debt  paid,  these  lands  most  go  to 
those  new  States  according  to  the  proviuons  of 
t^e  srant — having  all  the  rights  of  sovereignty, 
freedom,  and  independence  of  the  original 
States.  Sir,  I  am  fbrbidden  to  travel  npon  thb 
ground — it  belongs  not  to  the  amendment,  bnt 


uon,  however,  shall  offer,  I  may  take  np  the 
Bnlijeet  more  at  large,  bnL  for  the  present,  i 
will  not  tronhle  the  Uoose  longer. 

Hr.  Spbhoeb,  of  New  Tork,  sud  that  be  rose 
to  make  a  very  few  remarks.  The  gentleman 
from  Georgia,  (Mr,  Wild*,)  bad  correctly 
stated  that  the  resolution  was  merely  for  the 
pnrpose  of  inqairy ;  it  was  an  initiatory  pro- 
ceeding with  a  view  to  certain  reeults,  and  every 
thing  pertinent  to  the  inquiry  ahonld  be  em- 
braced in  the  resolution,  if  nothing  more.  He 
presmned  it  had  not  been  the  intention  of  the 
mover  of  the  resolation  that  donations,  in  land, 
or  otherwise,  to  tlie  new  States,  should  be 
taken  into  consideration ;  and  the  gentieman 
from  Yennont,  Qii,  Uallabt,)  altbougti  he 
bad  expressed  an  intention  of  voting  &i  the 
amoidment,  had  distinctiy  dlMvowed  taking 
into  the  final  aooonnt  those  dtmationa  agajnat 
Uie  new  States.  He  was  opposed  to  any  retro- 
Eraect  as  to  grants  or  donations  to  any  of  the 
States,  and  he  believed  those  who  acted  with 
him  in  support  of  the  resolution  were  opposed 
to  iL  In  the  first  place,  they  wished  to  avoid 
any  excitement;  and,  in  the  second  place,  they 
considered  such  retromwot  unjust.  He  fully 
agreed  with  the  gentleman  from  Ohio,  (Ur. 
VAiTDB,)  that  the  donatJouB  which  had  been 
made  bad  promoted  the  interests  of  tlie  United 
States  by  greatly  increasing  the  v^ue  of  the 
reddnary  lands;  and  be  even  felt  that  tlkoee 
bardy  adTentnrers,  who  bad  entered  our  fbr- 
eate,  and,  amidst  privations  and  sufferings,  re- 
dnoed  the  wildraneaa  to  pleaaaot  abodec^  were 
entitled  to  even  more  than  tbey  bad  received. 
He  said  the  amendment  prcmosed  by  tia  gen- 
tleman from  South  Oarolina,  pfr,  MaWiii,)  was 
a  Pandora's  box,  and  had  prodnoed  the  excite- 
ment which  had  been  displayed ;  that  gantie- 
man,  instead  of  uniting  to  put  that  down,  bad 
exposed  the  ori^pnal  proposition,  as  oontaming 
the  unjust  principle  of  taking  the  donatioM  to 
the  new  States  into  account  Ik  the  final  distri- 
bution (tftbe  ^«oeeds  (MT  tbe  sales  of  the  public 


domain.  The  gentleman  from  South  Csmfini 
had  candidly  avowed  that  he  was  hostile  lolU 
inquiry,  and  should  vote  aeunst  it  if  bii  tmod- 
ment  was  adopted.  He  bad  never  peroeitcd 
the  propriety  ot  the  amendment,  and  wss  siiii- 
fied  that  it  would  produce  no  other  pmpD* 
than  that  of  exciting,  unnecessarily,  snd  im- 
properly, the  feelings  of  the  repreeentatiTet  </ 
the  new  States.  His  own  opmion  wu,  lL*t 
the  Bab}eat  shoold  be  examined  now,  and  ibl 
it  shoald  be  settled  by  tbis  Congress ;  ud  that 
opiniMi  bad  been  stroigtheiied  by  what  bt  bid 
heard  from  the  gemtkoiaii  tntia  Indiana.  B« 
had  never  before  heard  the  reasons  amgiti  bj 
that  gentleman  tor  the  oe«tons  made  by  Tir- 
ginia  and  North  Carolina,  He  had  aem  ee^ 
posed  that  th«*e  ceedons  were  for  the  pmpoH 
of  making  new  States.  It  was  notorious,  tlit, 
by  the  treaty  of  peace  terminating  the  wtr  cf 
the  Bevolution,  the  lands  falling  within  tbt 
original  bonndama  of  tboae  State*  were  wrtoi 
from  the  Crown,  and  enured  to  the  Stales  witli- 
in  whose  limits  they  wwe  dtnated :  in  «»» 
quenoe  (rf  die  arduous  stmggle  bxr  InoaModaM 
in  whieb  all  the  old  States  partidpated,  ud  by 
tlie  ocanmon  blood  and  treantre  of  the  Ibcn 
States,  these  lands  had  been  acquired.  To- 
ginia,  and  tbe  other  Stat«B  who  made  cenoo^ 
mafsnanimously  snirendered  a  portitm  (tf  tlw 
territory  thus  nbied.  This  surrender  ma  &t- 
tated  by  a  bi^  sense  of  justice,  and  never  lui 
been,  and  never  ought  to  be,  viewed  is  a  to>*- 
tion.  He  should  suppose  that  the  ratio  d  np- 
resentatitm  in  tbia  House  was  the  proper  meu- 
nre  by  which  to  asoertun  "  the  proporlioD  of 
charge  and  expenditure."  Let  inquiry  be  lait, 
as  it  ought,  in  order  that,  in  our  future  diffli- 
bution,  wemq-oooform  totbeintentiearftbt 
granters.  The  gentiemaa  from  Indiana  0(r. 
Tm)  bad  admitted  tbat  the  legal  title  to  thM 
lands  was  in  tbe  United  Statea,  but  he  bn  ■« 
that  erentnally  they  onght  in  Justice  to  go  U 
the  States  within  whoee  boundaries  they  vet. 
Suspicions  tJiat  snch  sentiinentB  were  ailtt- 
tained  by  tbe  new  States  bad  probably  ltd  le 
the  introdnction  of  the  reaolntion.  Ituortaw 
be  reoolleoted  that  tbere  waa  a  vast  qoinlivol 
pnbllc  lands,  which  had  been  acquired  \q  !»> 
chase,  for  wbiob  tbe  United  States  had  pM 
lane  sums,  and  asenmed  ODerous  burdoii  D* 
referred  to  Lonidana,  Florida,  and  tbs  Oecqu 
and  Alabama  landa.  Have  tbe  United  BMtC 
been  rdmbnrsed  tor  tbe  oonaideration  hmV 
paid  ont  of  tbe  eommcMi  treasury  foe  tbesi 
Wdat  He  bdleved  not.  And  on  «hst  pa 
then  can  tbe  new  Slates  cUm  tbe  unsaid  Itint 
aethetral  It  oertainly  was  to  be  apprdxi^ 
tiiat  at  Mime  fbtnre  ^ne  the  claim  wbiei  in 
been  intimated  by  the  gentieman  from  bditt* 
would  be  more  boldly  advtneed,  and  Hutu* 
rieJit  of  the  <rfd  States  would  eventnsDy  be«- 
nied.  Ha  was  glad  tbat,  In  the  wsnMistKs  (« 
tbe  States^  which  had  largdy  f*^^,^ 
the  public  expenditure,  the  gmtleman  frwn  a- 
dlana  had  not  named  New  York ;  sbebsdm- 
deed  bad  but  litUe  of  tbe  expenUtnrcs  tf  tU 
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6«nenl  GoTenunent ;  ab«  had  applied  for  ita 
•id  when  ahoat  to  nodartake  her  great  work, 
but  -wBiB  denied  all  asaiatance  on  the  ground  of 
TineonBtitntionalit^.  She  then  went  on  with 
that  gr«at  enterpriae  onassisCed  and  alone,  and 
had  encoeeded,  and  waa  now  enjoTing  the  rich 
lurrest  of  her  enterprise.  He  thooght  this  the 
pr«aiae  time  to  make  inqnirr  aa  to  the  distribn- 
tioD  of  the  prooeedg  of  ttie  pnblin  lands,  and  he 
desired  to  make  the  inqnirjr  and  meaanre  ~~ 


from  tb«  amendmeDt,  and  that  they  ahonld 
adopt  the  proportion  suggested  bj  the  gentle- 
Dum  from  PeimsylTania,  (Mr.  Bcohahui,)  and 
■end  it  to  a  Select  Committee. 

3£r.  Blub,  of  South  Oarolina,  remarked  that 
he  Traa  sorrj  to  see,  in  that  House,  saoh  a 
strong  and  inreterate  disposition  to  scramble 
for  the  pnblio  Ainds.    Dtiriog  the  Bhort  time 
tiieT-  bad  been  in  seaaion,  freqnent  attempts  had 
been  made  to  oommit  that  House  on  the  anb- 
Jeet  of  appropriatdng  pnblio  lands,  or  setting 
apart  the  "surplus  revenue"  for  objeota  of 
"internal  improvement "  or  edncation.     Borne 
gentlemen  seemed  to  be  Terr  much  aSniA  we 
abonld  not  know  what  to  do  with  onr  surplus 
rcTenae.     This  reminded   him  of  the  atorj 
about  the  hunter,  who  sold  the  skin  before  he 
had  killed  the  bear.    Mr.  B.  said  he  thonght 
common  prudence  and  ordinar7  delicacy  would 
leqnire  gentlemen  to  wmt  until  the  GoTem- 
ment  had  paid  its  debts,  and  bad  really  a  little 
■pafa  cash  orer  and  above  its  necessities,  be- 
fore they  undertook  to  dlapoae  of  its  snrplus 
fands  "  in  advance."    Mr.  B.  said,  although  he 
very  much  wished  to  see  this  Government  ont 
irf  debt,  yet  he  never  expected,  and  he  never 
wiahed,  to  see  it  possessed  of  suntluH  revcnne 
to  any  considerable    amount.      He  feared  It 
vonld  only  serve  to  engender  discord  and  cor- 
ruption.   The  true  policy  of  this  country  (he 
Hdd)  was  to  pay  off  the  pnblio  debt  ss  soon  as 
possible,  and  lessen  tbe  dnties  on  imports  so  as 
to  meet  only  the  real  exigencies  of  the  Qovem- 
ment    It  was  s  folly  to  say,  or  to  imagine  (as 
he  had  understood  some  gentlemen  to  intimate) 
that  the  people,  after  having  realized  the  con- 
Tsoienoe  and  ajdvantagea  resulting  flrom  low 
duties,  would  resist  such  an  increase  of  them 
•s  might  become  neoeasory  to  meet  any  contia- 
gency  or  emergency  that  might  arise.     Tbia 
^e  sud)  wonld  be  a  bad  comment  on  tbdr 
natrioUsm.    He  hoped  they  had  not  yet  so  far 
aegenernted  from  the  political  virtue  of  their 
Bevolnttonary  Mhere.    No,  ur,  (said  Ur.  B.,) 
when  the  people  see  the  Government  dispossd 
to  sak  DO  more  from  tiiem  than  is  really  neces- 
sary to  snmort  it,  they  will,  in  cases  of  neoee- 
flty,  submit  to  the  greatest  burdens.     They 
will  not  only  give  their  last  dollar  to  aid  a 
Qovemment  thus  mindful  of  tbdr  interest,  but, 
■long  with  their  money,  they  will  freely  give 
their  blood.    Ur.  B.  fnrther  sud,  that,  after 
tiie  pnblio  debt  is  p^d  off  entirety,  and  the 
pobllD  lands  Uienby  redeemed  from  tiie  pledge 


tH.o 


they  are  now  nnder  for  tbe  obUgations  of  the 
Oovemment,  he  did  not  know  that  he  should 
have  any  objection  to  a  fair  and  equitable  dis- 
tribution of  that  t«rritory ;  and  if  South  Caro- 
lina could  only  get  Juatioe — aheer  justice — in 
all  other  respeota,  he  should  not  be  dispcraed  to 

aaabble  about  those  lands.  Those  who  aeem- 
to  have  snob  an  "  itching  palm  "  for  them, 
might  take  them,  rather  than  he  would  enter 
into  a  scramble  with  them,  like  school  boys 
sonffling  for  chestnuts.  But,  nntil  our  honest 
debts  were  p^  (if  he  might  call  them  boneat,) 
at  any  rate  until  all  the  pecuniary  obligationa 
of  the  Government  were  olscbai^ed,  he  hoped 
tbe  pQblio  lands  wonld  be  held  oe  sais^d  as  is 
the  cash  in  the  Treasury  itself. 


TmoAT,  January  8, 1880. 
IHttribtttbm  nf  Pi^lie  Landi. 
ITie  House  resumed  tbe  conMderation  of  the 
resolution  moved  by  Mr,  Hour  on  the  17th  ul- 
timo, oonceming  a  distribution  of  the  public 
lands  among  the  several  States. 

Tbe  question  recurred  on  tbe  motion  made 
by  Mr.  MABmi,  on  the  some  day,  to  amend  tJie 

Mr.  Olat,  of  Alabama,  said,  that,  but  for  the 
amendment  proposed  by  the  gentleman  from 
Sontb  Carohna,  (Ur.  MABrnr,)  he  should  have 
olaimed  no  ahare  of  the  indulgence  of  the  House 
on  this  occasion.  That  amendment  (he  said) 
involved  the  rights  and  interests  of  the  new 
States,  one  of  which  be  bad  the  honor  to  rep- 
resent, in  part,  in  no  small  degree — at  least,  ao- 
cording  to  the  exposition  of  ila  friends — oonae- 
qnently,  he  felt  it  a  duty  incmnbent  on  bim  to 
repel  some  of  the  remarks  whioh  had  been 
mode  upon  the  subject 

Ur.  O.  a^  be  did  not  wish  to  be  understood 
as  being  ready  to  assent  to  tbe  general  propo- 
sition embraced  in  the  resolution,  as  originally 
offered  by  the  genUeman  from  Vermont,  (Mr, 
Hunt.)  He  woold  not  undertake,  at  this  tdme^ 
to  say  what  misht  be  his  vote  upon  that  prop- 
osition when  Uie  proper  time  for  giving  it 
might  aniva  but  he  certainly  now  considered 
it  objectionable.  It  seemed  to  him  that  the 
measure  contemplated  was  entirely  prematnre. 
Though  Omigrees  might  now  deliberate  and  act 
upon  the  questirai,  by  paasUg  snob  a  law  as 
was  proposed,  of  what  avail  wonld  it  be  t  It 
was  ureed  on  all  hands,  that  it  could  now  have 
no  effect,  nor  wonld  it  have  any  for  several 
yeors  to  come.  In  the  mean  time,  for  several 
saooeidve  aessions,  the  meaanre  might  be  di»- 
cussed,  and  changed  and  modified  again,  and 
^fun,  m  even  repealed,  before  it  went  into 
operation;  which,  it  waa  agreed,  oould  not 
happen  before  the  extinguishmoit  of  tbe  public 
debt.  Ur.  0.  said  be  believed  it  was  an  ac- 
knowledged axiom  in  political  economy,  that 
too  much  or  onneoessary  legislation  was  always 
improper ;  that  it  waa  always  a  sufficient  ob- 
Jeotkm  to  any  measnre  which  might  be  pro- 
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r«d,  vben  its  inntilitj  oonld  be  demooBtrated. 
it  be  allowable  to  adopt  the  measure  dow 
proposed,  ve  might  with  equal  proprietj  be  oon- 
tinnallj  le^lating  in  advaoce  and  upon  con- 
tingencies. Upon  the  same  principle  we  might 
tMgin  to  legislftte  npon  the  subject  of  appor- 
tionment in  this  HoDse  finir  or  five  ^eara  before 
the  proper  period  arrived ;  though  any  act  which 
conld  be  passed  npon  the  sabjeot  would  for  four 
or  five  Hucoesmve  seMious  be  open  to  oonaidera~ 
tion,  alteration,  or  repeal.  He  vonld  aak 
whether  thie  would  not  be  an  indisoreet  ooo- 
Bomption  of  the  public  time  and  an  wtwarnmt- 
ahle  expenditure  of  the  pnblio  money.  He 
tiiODght  It  wonld,  and,  nnoer  ench  Impressions, 
he  was  not  prepared  to  give  his  assent  to  the 
pr^omtion.  in  any  form. 

Bat  (s^d  Mr.  0.)  the  amendment  is  mnoh 
more  oMeottonable.  It  assnmes  the  fact,  as  ex- 
plained tty  its  friends,  that  many  and  larae  do- 
nations have  been  made  to  the  western  States, 
and  calls  on  as  to  perform  the  ODgracioas  and 
unenviable  task  of  now  raising  an  aoeonnt,  a 
charge  against  thorn  for  their  value.  Sir,  (said 
Mr.  0.,)  I  will  leave  to  other  gentlemen  to  de- 
termine, if  the  fact  be  as  suppoMd,howfar  it  is 
consistent  with  the  generous  spirit  in  which 
gifis  are  presumed  to  be  made,  to  demand  or 
cisim  an  equivalent  in  this  manner.  But  (he 
aaid)  the  assumption  of  facts  on  which  the 
amendment  was  predicated  he  by  no  means  ad- 
mitted. On  the  contrary,  he  felt  authorized  to 
controvert  them.  He  believed  that  it  would 
be  fbund  on  examination  of  the  vanoos  grants 
alluded  to,  that  every  one  of  them  had  been 
upon  some  consideration,  supposed  to  t)e  sde- 

anate,  and  upon  terms  and  oondilJons.  As  to 
18  sixteenth  eecHons  of  every  township  reserv- 
ed fbr  the  support  of  schools,  they  were  part  of 
the  original  consideration  of  purchase  offered 
by  the  Oovemment,  in  "  an  ordinance  for  as- 
oert^inethe  mode  of  disposing  of  lands  in  the 
Western  Territory  "  passed  as  long  ago  as  the 
SOth  May,  1780.  The  like  reservation  had^  he 
believed,  been  made  in  every  subsequent  law 
which  had  been  passed  for  the  dispMsl  of  the 
pnbUo  domain,  from  that  time  down  to  the 

E resent  It  was  part  of  the  oonrideration  and 
iduoement  held  out  to  the  adventoroiuipioaMTa, 
that,  if  they  would  buy  thirty-five  aeotioQB  of  a 
township,  they  should  have  the  remaiidng  one 
to  assist  in  the  education  of  th«r  offering. 
They  cannot  be  said  to  be  donations,  then,  but 
are  part  of  the  original  contract  between  the 
Government  and  the  parohaaer«. 

Mr.  0.  said  there  had  been  other  grants  for 
different  purposes;  some  for  roads,  some  for 
canals,  and  some  for  seminaries  of  learning.  It 
wonld  be  found,  however,  that  all  these  grants 
were  for  the  advancement  of  some  great  hn- 

Erovement,  of  a  cbaraoter  national  ratiier  than 
>cal,  or  for  some  advantage,  or  benefit,  which 
amounted  to  an  equivalent.  Grants  had  been 
made  to  Ohio,  to  Indiana,  to  Illinois,  and  more 
recently  to  Alabama.  In  bU  instances,  the 
rinvDmniiiDt  (till  retuned  lauds,  the  value  f£ 


which  wonld  be  greatly  enhanced  by  tlw  im- 
provement ;  and  in  many,  perhqis  hilf  tlw 
cases,  every  alternate  section  through  vliidi 
the  road  or  canal  was  to  run,  was  matA 
from  srant  or  sale,  thereby  inernang  thenbt 
twofold.  He  believed,  in  every  case  of  a  grat 
for  a  road  or  canal,  one  condition  wss  tn  ei- 
emption  of  the  property  of  the  UuUd  BtaM 
and  persons  in  Iheir  employment  from  loll; 
and  another  pretty  general  feature  in  than  wk 
a  rigid  accountability  on  the  part  oftheSbtt 
receiving  for  the  application  of  procttdi  or 
fbnds  arising  to  the  particnlar  object  eostM- 
plated.  But  mdependent  of  this,  ev«7  read  ud 
every  canal,  for  wnioh  an  sfiprc^iriitiMi  had  tMB 
made,  improved  bdlitiee  M  oommeimal  istiB- 
oourse,  as  well  as  of  defending  the  eomlij  ia 


coast  to  the  Ohio  Biver;  others  oontempUtad  a- 
lals,  or  roads  establishing  c(  '  ~~ '' 


stmotionB  to  the  navigation  tS  ota  riven,  m  ■ 
to  admit  of  uninterrupted  navigalioD  it  ill  Nt- 
sons  &r  into  the  interior.  Mr.  0.  asked,  cosU 
it  be  pretended  that  any  of  these  grudi  vn 
for  the  exclusive  benefit  of  Ohio,  ludisat,  DS- 
nois,  or  Alabama?  He  thought  it  oonld  not 
with  propriety ;  but  contended,  on  lbs  o»- 
trary,  that  the  State  to  which  toy  lA  tbM 
grants  were  made,  was  conatitDted  a  sMt  rf 


or  agent,  to  snperlntMid  the  kmik 
it  of  unprovemenla,  in  which  hsr  mw 


trustee  or  f 

plishment  of  unprovemenla,  ii 

Btalfis  were  oftoi  equally,  wid  si 

deeply,  interested  than  henelC    UteeipBiaM 

of  the  last  war  has  shown  the  want  snd  IM 

value  of  anoh  &(nUties  of  intercovns  betwKS 

remote  parts  of  the  connbr ;  and  had,  irok- 

ably,  induced  the  making  of  stHue  of  thewv 

propriatjona. 

Mr.  0.  said  that  the  grants  which  hid  bM 
made  for  eeminariee  of  learning,  to  fiff  •> " 
had  examined  them,  had  either  been  made  Bpn 
some  one  of  the  oimaderatipns  whicb  b«  Iw 
mentioned,  (for  example,  theeDhsnoemsntiifiM 
value  of  the  remaining  puUio  land^  or  is  m- 
dderation  of  concessions  made  by  ths  Gt^ 
upon  their  admission  into  the  tJnico-  B< 
spoke  more  particularly  in  reftresM  to  »J 
grant  made  to  Alabama  fbr  the  establislmMl 
and  support  of  a  seminary  of  leaniinf.  Bn 
what  was  reqnired  of  that  Stats  in  Isnl 
Nothing  less  than  the  surrender  <rf  Kfflis  of  t» 
most  important  rights  of  soverMgn^,  *'"™? 
to  the  older  States ;  whilst  we  were  tol4  a 
the  act  passed  for  onr  admisNoo,  (od  a  IM 
resolution  declaring  it,  that  we  wew  ««""S 
or  to  be  admitted,  "  upon  an  equal  fEn»«  *^ 
theoripnal  States  in  all  reqteds  whstK*TB. 
Yes,  sir,  we  were  Mospelled  to  diwasm  « 
right  to  the  primary  dirawsal  of  omH^Tt. 
soil  within  our  chartered  bmits,  snd  to  •»»"■ 
bU  right  to  tax  the  lands  of  the  Uniled  8W* 
or  lands  sold  by  the  United  fitiU^  O"  "* 
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jfl«rs  after  stioh  sale.  He  sud  he  knew  notJUng 
palaining  to  sovereignty  of  more  importanoe 
than  the  poirer  of  taution ;  without  it^  he  pre- 
sumed, no  Government  ooold  long  exiat.  Ageio, 
'when  Uiis  grant  vas  made  to  Alabama,  the 
Government  of  the  United  States  etill  owned  a 
large  quantity  of  land  within  her  hmits,  the 
Telne  of  vhioh  was  augmented. 

Ux.  0.  Bud  that  one  gentleman  who  had  ad- 
dreaaed  the  Honae,  (he  did  not  then  reoolleot 
fitMn  what  States)  1^  nrged  the  claim  of  the  old 
States  to  this  distribntion  of  the  pnblio  land, 
on  the  gronnd  that  they  had  achieved  the  inde- 
pendenoe  of  the  conatry.  The  ailment  had 
etrnek  Ur.  CL  with  aonie  sarpriaeL  The  gentle- 
man conld  not  certainly  mean  that  the  inde- 
pendence of  oor  oonntry  had  been  achieved  by 
Utoae  who  now  reside  in  the  old  States  and  by 
thMr  ancestors;  and  oonld  not  the  people  of 
Uie  new  States  olaim  the  same  ancestry  ?  Had 
not  they,  and  indeed  some  of  those  who  fought 
the  battles  of  the  revolotion,  emigrated  from 
the  (dd  SUtes?  They  had,  (he  said,)  and  had 
ahown  themselves,  in  the  late  war,  worthy  of 
soch  anoeatry ;  they  had  evinced  as  mnch  conr- 
age,  aa  mndi  enterprise,  and  as  much  patriot- 
istn,  aa  the  people  of  any  other  section  of  the 
Union.  Hr.  O.  sud  he  invited  the  attention 
of  every  gentleman  to  an  examinalJoD  of  the 
terms  of  these  grants ;  and  repeated,  that  he 
had  fall  oonfidenoe  that  each  one  of  them  would 
be  fonnd  to  be  grants,  npon  some  adequate  oon- 
iideration,  or  for  the  aocoinpUshmest  of  some 
national  work.  Under  theee  impressions,  he 
lu^Md  that  the  amendment  nnder  consideratioD 
would  be  promptly  rqected. 

'When  Mr.  Oiat  conolnded,  Ur.  Hunt  ob- 
tained the  floor,  bnt  had  not  proceeded  far, 
when  the  honr  allotted  for  the  oonMderation  of 
reMlotiona  having  el^Hted,  the  reminder  of 
Us  remarks  was  d^erred  to  another  day. 

Tnmn*T,  Jannary  T. 
J>utribttlum  of  Puilie  Zondi, 
Hr.  PoTTKB  Bud,  that,  when  he  recollected 
tiie  snliject  of  the  reeolntion  before  the  House, 
that  it  proposed  nothing  definite — notlung  con- 
eUdve — it  appeared  to  him  that  this  debate 
was  moat  nnneoeasarily  protracted.  Gentle- 
noi  took  for  granted  the  matter  which  it  is  the 
olgect  of  the  resolution  to  asoertain,  and  have 
Gjonded  their  arguments  npon  what  they  ap- 
prehend might  be  the  report  on  the  reaolotion. 
If  agreed  to.  They  oertunly  seemed  to  be  the 
impreamon  of  KsnUemeu  who  had  spoken  in 
opposition  to  ue  amendment ;  for  those  from 
that  part  of  the  United  States  where  the 
amendment  pointed,  discnsaed  it  with  as  mnch 
teal  as  if  the  final  proposition  to  distribate  the 
prooaeda  of  the  sale  of  the  pnblio  landa  amongst 
the  several  States,  for  the  pnrpoeee  oontem- 
pUud,  had  been  under  consideration,  and  to 
euet  a  rigid  accoont  of  the  new  States  of  the 
proportion  they  have  received.  What  did  the 
^— -jnt  propose)     It  aimply  proposes  to 
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instmot  the  committee  to  lay  before  tiie  House 
a  statement  of  the  qnanm?  and  valne  of  the 
pablio  landa  which  nave  been  ^ven  to  any 

State,  or  the  pnblio  or  private  institntions 
thereof.  It  inpliee  (said  iir.  P.)  a  pledge  as  to 
the  use  which  the  House  will  make  of  this  in- 
formation when  obtained.  For  my  own  part^ 
(said  Ur.  P.,)  I  have  no  diapontiiai  to  demand 
a  Htriot  reckoning  on  thia  score  from  the  people 
of  the  new  Btatea.  No  one  aympathiiea  more 
than  I  do  with  the  difficnltiea  th^  have  had  to 
encounter,  or  admires  more  the  courage  with 
which  they  have  eosUdned  them.  Bnt,  before 
I  proceed  to  act  in  prospect  upon  this  subject,  I 
wish  to  see  what  has  been  done  with  it  hereto- 
fore. It  is  with  a  bad  grace  that  gentlemen 
seek  to  suppress  this  information.  They  talk 
to  ns  about  the  valuable  public  conaiderations 
for  which  the  donations  in  question  have  been 
made.  Be  it  so.  It  will  be  time  enoogh  to 
bring  up  those  argumenta  when  we  have  a 
proposition  before  ns  to  demand  an  accoant  of 
them.  All  that  we  want  now  is  such  informa- 
tion as  will  enable  ub  to  determine,  correctly, 
whether  snoh  an  acconnt  shall  be  demanded. 
Ur.  P.  said,  I  wonld  rather  have  the  facta  than 
the  statements  of  any  genllemanj  whatever 
might  1m  my  own  oonfldenoe  in  their  integrity. 
I  will  never  act  upon  Eaith  when  facts  can  be 
prodnoed,  in  relation  to  any  matter  whatever, 
and  shall  therefore  vote  for  the  amendment. 
There  is  surely  a  moat  fastidions  Bensibility 
here  npon  this  suljject.  We  have  even  heard 
the  title  of  the  Union  to  these  lands  drawn  into 
controversy,  and  a  comparison  inatitnted  be- 
tween the  military  meriu  of  the  old  and  new 
States.  This,  air,  is  idle.  I  apprehend  there 
is  no  man  here,  who  will  dare  to  deny  the  right 
of  the  United  States  to  its  own  property.  That 
is  a  proposition  I  wonld  no  more  consent  to  dis- 
onse,  than  the  plainest  axiom  in  Euclid.  Hav- 
ing been  allndea  to,  however,  it  waa  placed  on 
the  tme  ground  by  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  (Ur.  Spketokb,)  who  favored  ua  with  hia 
remarl^  on  Thnraday  last,  so  much  to  the  aati»- 
faotion  of  every  one  who  heard  him.  We  have 
heard  something  s^d  of  the  share  which  the 
individual  States  have  oontributed  of  this  oom- 
mon  stock.  The  State  which  I  have  in  part 
the  honor  to  represent,  gave  up  to  the  Union  a 
territory,  which,  whether  you  look  to  the  qual- 
ity or  the  extent  of  it^  forms  one  of  the  most 
valuable  portions  of  the  public  dom^n.  Tot 
North  OaroUno,  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  lib- 
eral members  of  the  confederacy,  has  received 
but  a  step-child's  portion.  She  will  not  stoop 
to  t^e  luignage  of  oomplunt,  bnt  at  a  proper 
time  she  will  present  herself  to  the  Justice  of 
this  House,  and  of  the  nation,  and  in  mere  jus- 
tice will  ask  their  oo-operation  in  measures 
which  may  be  neoeasory  to  enable  her  people 
to  receive  and  retain  in  their  own  hands  the 
i,r^la  and  the  profits  of  their  own  labor  and 
industry — measnrea,  in  short,  which  will  un- 
chain her  navigation,  and  place  her  in  free  and 
fair  commonioation  with  the  commercial  world. 
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This,  however,  is  a  conaideratdon  sot  to  be  BOne 
into  at  tbia  time.  I  merelj  mention  it  now  as 
that  Tbich  will  govern  my  vot«  in  thia  and  all 
mmilar  qnestiona.  Our  sitnation  in  North  Oar- 
olina  reqiuTea  all  the  resonroeB  we  can  oom- 
mand:  and  I  feel  it  to  be  one  of  the  most  sa- 
cred duties  I  owe  to  m;  oonstitnenta,  to  take 
back  from  tbe  federal  treasaTT'  everj  dollar  I 
can  pnt  mj  band  upon  of  the  som  contribnted 
by  us,  over  and  above  our  fair  proporljon  in 
the  general  charge  and  ezpenditnre,  to  be  ex- 
pended, however,  at  onr  own  option,  and  onder 
onr  own  direction.  I  regret  to  have  beard  the 
gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr,  Hdst,)  who  in- 
troduced thia  resolntion,  decline  yesterday  re- 
ceiving the  propodtLon  wbich  had  been  eng- 
.  gested,  but  not  actoally  proposed  to  tbe  Honsa, 
by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvanift,  (Mr. 
BuoBuruf.)  That  proposition  even  avoids  the 
semblance  of  a  oonunittal  on  tbe  part  of  the 
House,  either  aa  to  tbe  constltationality  of  tbe 
power  proposed  to  be  exercised,  or  the  time 
when  it  will  be  expedient  to  pnt  it  in  opero- 
tion;  and  when  the  amendment  before  na  is 
disposed  of,  I  will  myself  if  no  one  elM  will, 
present  that  proposition  as  a  sabstitnte  for  the 
present  resolntion.  It  is  desirable  on  another 
acconnt.  It  proposes  to  eabatitnte  a  Bdect 
Committee  fbr  tins  reference,  instead  of  the 
Oonunittee  on  the  Poblio  Lands.  Tbia  is  ob- 
vionsly  proper ;  and,  from  what  I  have  seen  of 
tbe  mass  of  brndneM  before  Out  committee,  I 
am  sure  they  will  be  obliged  to  be  relieved 
from  tbe  task  of  thin  inveaogation.  In  giving 
tbe  pledge  to  offer  a  substitute  to  the  resdtttion 
before  ns,  I  have  no  disposition  to  take  the 
management  of  tbia  matter  npon  myself  I 
shall  wait,  therefore,  when  the  pending  amoid- 
meet  ia  disposed  o^  to  see  if  some  oUier  gen- 
tleman will  not  introduce  it. 

Mr.  Lewis  sud,  that,  as  a  member  from  a 
new  State,  be  felt  that  no  uralogy  was  dne  in 
claiming  for  a  fbw  minutes  the  attention  of  the 
Hoase.  The  subject  was  one  of  great  interest 
to  the  members  generally — to  the  new  States 
it  was  a  matter  of  incaloolable  interest.  It  ia 
no  less  than  a  prm>ositioa  to  diatribnte  Uiese 
lands  among  tbe  oifnrent  portioat  ot  the  Union. 
In  fact  (he  said,)  the  prooeaa  waa  ootnally  going 
on,  and  the  Ii«pTeseotatives  of  these  Statea  can- 
not be  expected  to  mt  tbe  n]ent  speotatoia  of  a 
scene  In  which  their  ooDstitoenta  have  so  great 
an  interest. 

The  mover  haa  said  that  this  is  a  mere  ques- 
tion of  inquiry ;  and  infers  that  it  abould  not 
meet  with  oppwdtion,  until  it  is  embodied  in  a 
report  from  the  Committee  of  the  House.  Bir, 
it  ia  a  question  of  inqniry,  and  one  of  a  oharao- 
ter  so  decisive  of  tbe  destiny  of  the  new  Statea, 
ttuA  it  should  be  met  at  tbe  threshold.  He 
thought  that  it  would  be  well  to  dtscusi  most 
propositions  on  a  motion  of  referenoe.  Ibe  ques- 
tion is  then  fairly  presented,  divested  of  all  ex- 
traneous matter,  and  the  unbiassed  sense  of  tbe 
House  is  taken  alone  upon  tbe  merits  of  tbe  in- 
quiry. 


Ur,  L.  said  he  should  vote  for  tbe  imcad- 
ment  of  tbe  gentleman  from  South  Ctn&u, 
but  from  views  very  different  from  thsw  a 
the  honorable  mover.  He  thought  it  a  n<i* 
sition  of  sheer  justice,  tbaL  befon  any  difiii- 
bution  of  tbe  funds  of  tbia  Oovemmentiitoiill 
take  place,  it  abould  be  known  wliat  NDonit 
tbe  several  8tat«a  have  previondj  receited  (iit 
purposes  of  education  and  int«nuJ  i^mTtlT^ 
menL  It  was  bnt  fair  play,  and  shonla  pw- 
cede  every  other  inquiry.  So  far  from  (Tend- 
ing such  an  inquiry,  he  was  diapoeed  to  eitol 
it^  not  only  to  the  donations  of  land  KtuUT 
reoeived,  but  to  donations  of  mcmeys  for  ipkD- 
did  roods,  canals,  breakwateta,  &&,  in  di&cwt 
eeotionB  of  the  country. 

Ur.  L.  said  be  was,  he  believed,  tb«  cnlj 
member  from  the  new  Statea,  who  had  deduM 
actually  in  favor  of  the  amendment;  and  bt 
did  so,  from  a  conviction  that,  so  ftr  *>  Ala- 
bama was  concerned,  she  bad  nothing  to  fea 
fVom  the  inveatigataon.  Other  gentlemen  bal 
asserted  the  same,  in  relation  to  other  new 
States.  Then  why  oppose  tbe  smendmeatl 
Mr.  L.  thought  that,  when  tbe  debita  and  aO- 
its  were  fairly  steted  between  the  Genenl 
Uoveniment  and  Alabama,  a  conuderable  btl- 
anoe  will  be  found  in  her  favor.  He  beherid 
he  could  get  a  verdict  for  that  balance,  befe* 
any  impartial  Committee  of  this  Home;  ud 
hence  he  had  every  reason  t«  invite  tiie  ioqniix. 

Previous  to  any  sates  of  her  lands,  it  vm 
known  that  there  were  to  be  certain  noerrs- 
tions  for  the  puiriosea  of  education  and  iatcnul 
improvement.  These  are  what  gentlemen  oil 
donations ;  bnt,  sir,  I  think  I  can  pro™  thtt 
she  has  trebly  paid  for  tbem  in  the  eakanwd 
price  of  her  landa,  and  ia  her  relinqnisbmait 
of  certain  portions  of  her  sovereign^.  I  mem 
the  right  of  taxing  these  lands.  Can  mj  p»- 
tleman  believe  that  these  stipolatioDS  in  b^ 
of  the  pnTchasers  of  public  lands  did  not  «■ 
hance  flieir  price  f  That  tbej  did  not  tWJ 
into  the  considerations  of  the  purchase,  ai  Doca 
as  fertility  of  soil,  health  of  situation,  or  uj 
other  local  cause  t  Yes,  sir,  these  sdpslatiaoi 
were  as  well  known  at  tbe  land  sales  u  lt«J 
are  in  thia  House.  They  entered  into  the  foct 
ot  every  acre  of  land,  and  into  the  cat«il«w« 
of  every  individual  purchaser,  from  the  keen  too 
cautioas  speculator  to  tbe  humblest  iudiniinil 
who  sought  to  purchase  an  eighty  acre  tnct  on 
which  to  place  his  litUe  family.  Gentknea 
wbo  argue  differently,  must  anpposa  Ihti  tM 
people  oT  Alabama  are  the  moat  nnolcolit'OC 
beings  on  earth.  They  are  not,  perh^  »• 
calcnlatine  aa  the  populatjoo  of  some  other  t» 
tions  of  ^e  Union;  but  to  impute  to  ibem* 
diaregard  of  snch  obvious  advantigee  in  tM 
settlement  of  a  new  country,  wonid  amonnUo 
a  charge  of  idiocy.  Aa  well  might  it  be  owm 
that  an  aci«  lot  of  land,  fwwtj  milf"  fr«=  ■*" 
in  the  country,  would  sell  for  aa  ninoh  »  <'* 
advantageously  situated  on  Peansjivaioi  »^ 
enue.  "fiie  conclusion  is  inevitaUe,  Uiit,  »i** 
ever  advantages  were  offered  by  tbe  Gcias- 
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meat  to  purchasers  befon  the  sales,  were  weU 
onderstood  at  the  sales,  entered  fnllj  into  the 
price  of  the  pablia  lands,  and  were  &irly  paid 
for  in  an  enlianced  price.  In  addition  to  this, 
ui  inJndidonB  promise  had  been  aztorted  from 
the  BtAte  not  to  tax  the  public  lands,  nor  the 
lands  of  indiTidoala,  nntil  Stq  jeors  after  their 
purchase. 

Hen  was  another  of  those  favors  to  the  dtf- 
sena  pud  for  at  the  land  sales.  Bnt  (Ur.  L. 
aiAied)  what  has  been  the  effect  of  this  conces- 
sion on  the  put  of  Alabama  t  It  has  imporer- 
libed  her  finances,  and  created  tlie  neoeasitj  of 
tlie  meet  opprestrive  taxes  on  other  kinds  of 
prt^Mitj'.  Mr.  L.  said  that  he  was  somewhat 
aoqnainted  with  the  finances  and  taxes  of  Ala- 
bama, and  he  believed  that  if  the  lands  within 
ber  limits  had  been  scbjected  to  as  heavy  a  tax 
ma  otiier  property,  it  would  not  have  fallen  as 
low  as  the  ananal  wnonnt  of  flfty  thousand  dol- 
lars dnoe  her  admisdon  as  a  State,  How  long 
^lis  SBcrifioe  would  oonlinae  under  the  present 
dow,  tedions,  and  otjectionaUe  mode  of  dis- 
podog  of  the  pnMo  lands  by  auction,  tt  was 
imposnble  for  him  to  calculate.  Perhaps  at 
the  end  of  fifty  years  all  the  land  will  not  be 
wdd.  In  one-third,  however,  of  that  time,  tlie 
aacrifice  will  doubly  exceed  the  valne  of  the 
land  secnred  to  the  State  by  compact.  These 
nCr.  L.  observed)  were  the  advantages  which 
^lahama  hsd  received  fh>m  the  General  Oov- 
enunent,  and  which  have  been  alluded  to  in 
tUs  debate.  Sir,  Alabama  has  experienced  a 
rigid  policy  from  the  GovenomesL  At  the 
time  that  this  compact  was  formed  between 
her  and  the  United  States,  she  was  a  territory. 
Tbe  Ocneral  Government  etood  to  her  "tn  Iwm 
ptir«n(»,"  in  the  sitoation  of  a  go&rdian  to  his 
wud.  Alabama,  as  to  the  exercise  of  her  polit- 
ical rights,  was  in  her  minority — in  her  child- 
liood ;  and  these  sacrifices  were  demanded  of 
her  as  conditions  precedent  to  ber  admission 
into  the  Union.  The  compact  has  been  dis- 
ere^table  to  this  Oovemment,  and  ii^arious  to 
Alabama,  crippling  her  energiea,  destroying 
her  fiscal  resonroes,  snd,  at  the  same  time,  op- 
ertiinK  in  every  respect  advantageonsly  to  the 
United  States.  Sir,  from  the  situation  of  the 
parties  at  the  time  of  this  contract,  I  am  in- 
duced to  believe  that  it  would  I>e  declared  a 
DDlIity  before  any  equitable  tribonaL  It  was  a 
compact  entered  into  by  Alabama,  not  only  in 
her  minority,  bnt  nuder  duress  and  fbar  of  not 
bdng  otherwise  admitted  into  the  Union. 

l£r,  L.  said,  that,  as  a  citizen  of  a  new  Stat^ 
he  shonld  oppose  the  propositionjas  nnjnst  and 
unequal  to  the  new  States,  what  was  the 
tiloe  of  these  lands  befbre  they  were  reclaimed 
and  snbdned  by  the  enterprise  of  the  first  set- 
tlerel  To  quote  the  language  of  the  mover  of 
these  resolntions,  (the  honorable  gentleman 
from  Vermont,)  they  were  "  waste  and  nncnl- 
tiTsted  deseri»."  Sir,  their  value  has  been  Im- 
parted to  them  by  the  industry,  enterprise,  and 
ntflerings  of  tlwt  hardy  population  who  pre- 
wde  the  comforts  and  convenienoes  of  a  more 
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advanced  condition  of  every  newly  settling 
ooontry.  Who  levelled  the  forests,  who  opened 
the  roods,  who  established  the  towns,  who 
gave,  in  fact,  a  determinate  volne  to  all  tlie 
lands  in  the  country,  by  converting  a  wilder- 
ness into  a  country  possessing  all  the  oomforts 
of  cultivated  life  t  The  people  of  Alabama. 
The  labor  and  hardship  were  with  them ;  and 
shall  they  be  placed  on  no  better  footing  tban 
the  old  States  I  Shall  they  receive  but  three 
ahores  ont  of  two  hundred  and  thirteen,  in  all 
the  lands  within  their  limits  t  Shall  their  im- 
provements and  indostry  be  sold  and  distrib- 
uted, for  the  pnrpose  of  establishing  roads  and 
canals,  schools  and  colleges,  in  other  States, 
whose  oitiEens  have  shared  with  them  none  of 
the  hardships,  the  labor,  and  the  rofferings,  of 
settling  the  country?  Sir,  the  propontirat  i> 
unjust,  and  the  system  would  render  the 
new  States  tributary  to  the  old.  Besides,  what 
would  be  the  share  of  Alabama  under  this  sys- 
tem t  Three  shares  would  probably  be  worth 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  ana  yet  her  citizens 
pay  perhaps  four  or  five  hundred  thoDsand  dol- 
lars a  year  f6r  land,  A  constant  dr^  upon 
the  resources  of  the  State  to  this  vast  amount 
a  continued  current  of  drcnlation  setting  from 
them  in  its  onward  conree,  with  the  paltry  re- 
turn of  fifteen  thonsand  dollars.  This  is  too 
much  the  case  at  present ;  but  the  citizens  of 
Alabama  will  not  compldn  so  long  as  this 
money  goee  in  paymmit  of  a  debt  iucoired  In 
defence  of  national  rights  and  honor.  If  ap- 
plied to  any  local  porpose,  they  will  and  onght 
to  complain. 

From  whenccL  asked  Ur.  L.,  does  this  prcw}- 
eltion  cornel  From  Virginia,  whose  contribu- 
tions of  land  to  the  General  Government  have 
been  more  than  all  the  other  States}  No,  sir; 
that  great  and  patriotic  State,  whose  generos- 
ity Is  so  often  complimented  on  this  floor,  snd 
whose  name  is  identified  with  every  sacrifice  of 
blood  or  treasure  in  defence  of  this  Oovem- 
ment— she,  I  say,  idr,  does  not  ask,  and  woold 
be  the  last  to  ask,  this  distribution  at  our 
hsnds.    North  Carolina  has  also  made  an  im- 

Eortimt  oeesion  of  lands  to  the  GovemmenL  I 
ope  a  m^ority  of  that  Btete  do  not  demand 
the  distribution.  Sonth  Carolina  and  Georgia 
have  also  m^e  large  cessions  of  lands,  and  I 
am  persuaded  neither  of  them  will  favor  this 
prcgect.  From  what  quarter,  then,  does  the 
proposition  present  itsdf  I  From  Vermont— • 
State  which  has  made  no  cession  whatever  to 
the  Government ;  and  that,  sir,  in  the  absenea 
of  VirginiL  whose  liberality  has  created  the 
largest  portion  of  the  fund  which  it  is  proposed 
to  divide.  He  hoped  the  question  would  not 
be  taken  until  Vlrnnia  was  fnlly  represented 
on  this  floor.  He  uiould  make  such  a  motion, 
if  no  one  else  did. 

UoKSiT,  January  11. 

Swtkem  Indian*. 

ib.  OuEBBSLiTS  moved  that  the  memorial 
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heretofore  presented  b;  him,  and  then  Iwd  on 
the  table,  uom  a  meetmg  of  dtuens  of  New 
York,  praying  the  iut«rpontion  of  the  General 
OoTenuaeut  to  protect  the  SonUiem  Indiana 
from  iniDaUoa  and  oin)re«doii,  be  now  referred 
to  the  Oonunittee  on  Indian  A&ira. 

Hr.  Thohpsoi*,  of  G«or^  roae,  and  add, 
Ukatf  diflclaiining  all  intention  of  opponng  tJie 
reference  propped,  be  wonld,  bowever,  qnee- 
tion  the  propriety  of  entertaining  every  peti- 
tion or  memorial  which  may  be  addreased  to 
Congreaa,  whether  it  be  the  result  of  an  aeoi- 
dental  meeting  at  a  grog-shop  or  not.  It  sp- 
peared  to  him  to  l>e  a  perfeotlr  useleea  waste  of 
the  time  of  tlie  Houe,  to  order  a  reference  of 
the  memorial  in  qneabtm  to  the  Oommitt«e  on 
Indian  Affair^  inaamndh  as  the  ml^eot-niatter 
of  the  memorial  was  eenerallj  and  fbllj  pre- 
aented  to  Congreas  by  the  Preddent'a  Ifeaaage, 
and  was  by  an  order  of  this  Honae  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs.  Mr.  T.  said 
he  did  not  wieh  to  provoke  disonamon  upon  the 
snttject  allnded  to,  beoaoBe  that  was  not  the 
proper  atage  for  its  discoadon.  He  was,  how- 
ever, prepared  to  meet  the  qneation  then  and 
at  all  times, 

Mr.  St-EircKB.  of  New  York,  said  he  bad 
waited  to  aee  woetber  the  mover  of  the  memo- 
rial, or  some  other  gmtleman,  would  rise  and 
repel  the  alloBiouH  of  the  gentleman  who  bad 
just  sat  down.  Since  this  had  not  been  done, 
ne  felt  himself  called  npon  to  speak  as  a  rep- 
resentative of  the  Btste  from  which  the  me- 
morial emanated.  This  was  not  the  result  of 
"  a  meeting  in  a  grog-abop,"  as  bad  been  so  nn- 
Juatl;  inainnated,  bat  one  of  the  ntmoat  re- 
spectability, and  held  in  an  enlightened  and 
moral  commonity.  The  chairman  of  that 
meeting  was  a  rerolotionarj  officer,  known, 
re^>ected,  and  beloved.  Ur.  S.  sud  he  knew 
many  of  the  individaals  whose  namea  were 
attached  to  the  memorial,  and  he  knew  their 
■tandiuK  to  be  of  the  most  respectable  charac- 
ter 1  and  the  doctrine  which  had  been  here  ad- 
vanced, that  tbej  ought  not  to  be  beard— that 
Uielr  respectful  memorial  onght  not  to  be  re- 
ceived by  this  Honse,  was  one  which  he  had 
not  ezpeoted  to  hear  advanced,  and  against 
which  he  mast  eater  his  solemn  protest.  The 
language  of  the  memorial  was  decbrons  and  re- 
apectfol.  It  was  true  it  was  upon  a  delicate  as 
well  as  an  important  sabjeot;  but,  however 
unfashionable  the  doctrines  which  it  advooated 
were  upon  this  floor,  or  however  much  they 
might  dasb  with  his  own  sentiments,  or  those 
of  others,  it  was  not  to  be  submitted  to,  that 
the  respectable  memorialista  should  be  revised 
to  be  heard.  He  hoped,  therefore,  that  the 
memorial  would  have  its  appropriate  reference 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affaira,  and  meet 
with  that  consideration  and  reapectfol  treat- 
ment to  which  it  was  entitled. 

Hr.  ffiLDE,  of  Georgia,  sud,  inasmuch  as  ttie 
memorial  bad  been  laid  upon  the  taMe,  at  his 
request,  a  few  daya  sinoe,  tor  the  purpose  of 
giving  time  to  examine  ite  contents,  it  might 


be  expected  of  him  to  say  a  word  or  two  <a 
the  snlfject  Without  profeenng  any  ptrtienlir 
skill  in  the  dgns  of  the  times,  it  seemed  to  Vm, 
from  movements  in  that  House  and  daewbci^ 
that  the  qneation  of  our  Indian  polity  wasdcs- 
tined  to  create  much  feeling  and  discnnca. 
He  did  not  mean  to  eay  that  [>ar^  bdiir 
would  mingle  with  th^  delibenriioiu,  thoe^ 
he  feared  titej  would  not  be  entirely  free 
from  it 

He  roea,  not  to  exprSM,  in  advattoe,  orauant 
upon  matters  of  high  mconent,  worthy  <n  gcvt 
deliberation;  nor  abould  be  oppose  tbere(e^ 
enee  of  this  memorial,  however  ol^jectiwtUt 
be  considered  its  language.  It  did  not  beconn 
him,  as  one  of  the  repreeentativee  of  a  8tit« 
interested  in  this  queaUon,  to  maniftat  so  j  m- 
dne  degree  of  senativeneaa  to  the  lenui  'a 
which  uie  memorialista  had  been  pleased  too- 
preaa  Qk«r  sentimenta.  Bnt  it  mi^  not  b« 
Improper  Onr  him  to  offer  a  few  wends  by  nj 


The  memorial  appeared  to  have  two  otyecta. 
One  waa  to  remonstrate  agunst  the  opiniou  of 
the  preaent  Chief  Magistrate,  in  regiid  to  tbe 
Indian  tribes.  The  other  to  stwnslise  tb* 
legislatiDn  of  particotar  Statue.  He  did  not 
oodeTstand,  from  reading  the  memmial,  tint 
the  memorialista  complamed  of  any  iqjniT  v 
injustice  to  themselvea.  The  sn^sesticai  w, 
that  other  peraons,  not  didzena  <tf  the  tinted 
States,  have  reason  to  iq>preheDd  evil  frmn  tb 
coarse  porsned  towarda  uiem  by  the  Fnetdent 
and  some  of  the  States.  M'ow.  ^,  said  )b. 
W.,  when  any  one  la  li^ored,  it  u  time  enoagb 
to  complun ;  and  it  ia  well  enooi^  usually,  lo 
let  those  who  are  Injured  compUn  for  tl>»>- 
-"' —     For  thongh  it  baa  been  said  by  a  greit 


selves. 


moralist,  that  the  fate  of  complaint  is  lo  eicits 
contempt  rather  than  pity,  no  one  has  beea 
persnaded  by  the  adage  to  anffer  and  be  ukciL 
Whence,  then,  the  neeeanty  of  the  petitiMi- 
ers'  interference  t  Might  they  not  be  told  thtf 
every  one  was  ready  enone^  to  detail  latum 
grievances  t  Was  it  leas  tme  now  thsD  fw- 
merly,  that,  if  everybody  would  take  care  ^ 
themselvee,  and  of  thetr  own  busiaeBS,  every- 
body and  everybody's  bnsineas  would  be  wdl 
taktti  core  oft  Give  me  leave,  rt,  said  Kr. 
W.,  to  aak,  why,  aooording  to  their  own  sttts- 
mmt,  these  petitioners  came  before  this  Hoiw ' 
They  set  forth  no  grievance  of  their  own  or  «I 
tbdr  fellow-oitizens.  They  suggest  no  ranedj 
resting  in  the  action  of  this  House  for  the  ml 
or  imaginary  grievances  of  olhen.  Why  Btf 
we  not  as  well  entertain  eimphcations  in  b^lf 
of  the  Buffering  peo[de  of  Ireland  or  Biooo- 
stent  In  what  character,  he  inquire^ did  lbs 
memorialista  present  themselvee  t  was  it  ^ 
self-oonstitnted  gaardiana  si  the  public  bitbi 
Were  tltey  voluntary  aaperintenaents  of  lb 
treaty-making  power  t  Curators  by  umnf- 
tion  of  the  peraona  and  pnqMr^  of  the  Soolli- 
Indiaust  or  oenaore— he  knew  not  by  wut 
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TaUng  their  own  ahoiriiia,  the;  Applied  to  |  oome.    H«  tnuted  it  eont^ed  some  origiiul 


m,  becaose  the  President  rmsed  to  recogniie 
Uie  sovereignty  and  independence  of  aonte  ear- 
tge  tribes ;  and  because  certtun  States,  within 
whMQ  territor;r  they  were  at  present  fonnd, 


1  their  ooostitntional  and 
tered  limita. 

And  what  then,  eirt  continued  T£i.  W.  If 
these  barbarona  hordes  are  indeed  sovereign 
powers,  it  belongs  eiclasively  to  the  President 
to  regulate  the  diplomatio  interconrse  with 
them.  If  an  smbaasador  acceptable  to  the 
Cherokees  ahould  be  re^nired,  the  deep  learn- 
ing of  Uie  toemorialiats  m  the  law  of  nations, 
he  trusted,  wonld  not  be  orerlooked.  Bat  at 
present  it  was  the  pleasore  of  the  Fretddent 
only  to  maintain  an  agent  near  the  new  Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr.  Bell,  of  Tennessee,  said  he  did  not  rise 
to  enter  into  the  disoossion  of  any  matter  con- 
nected with  the  qnestion  of  the  policy  which 
this  Qovemment  should  pnrsDe  towards  the  In- 
diansL  He  wished,  however,  to  express  his 
regret  that,  npon  &  mere  question  of  reference, 
soy  thing  shonld  be  said  by  gentlemen  from 
any  qaarter,  tending  to  call  forth  a  disonasion, 
whi<ui  was  premature,  which  ooold  result  in  no 
good,  and  for  which  the  Eonse  oonld  not  then 
be  prepared.  Mr.  B.  said  he  had  not  availed 
himself  of  the  privilege  of  examining  the  lan- 
gnage  of  the  memorial  for  himself  bnt  he  had 
[earned  &om  others,  who  had  done  so,  that  it 
was  not  of  snoh  a  character  as  to  exdnde  it 
from  the  Honse ;  he  ooold,  therefore,  see  no 
good  objection  to  its  referenoe  to  the  proposed 
ctmimittee,  and  be  hoped  it  would  be  so  re- 
ferred withont  further  argument.  He  coq- 
curred  with  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York, 
(Ur.  BpsaOBB,)  that  the  subject  referred  to  by 
the  memoriAl  was  one  of  great  delicacy  and 
importance.  It  was  Deceasary  that  this  Eonae 
shoold  oome  to  a  decision  npon  some  of  the 

Sueetions  presented  by  the  present  condition  of 
ifl  Indians,  at  this  session  of  Oongress.  The 
whole  snbjeot  wonld  shortly  be  presented  to 
the  Honse  by  the  committee  which  had  it  in 
charge ;  and  when,  in  this  way,  some  distinct 

K>pOflition  was  presented,  gentlemen  would 
vo  ample  opportnnity  of  aspresBing  their 
views  npon  whatever  side  of  the  question  they 
might  feel  it  their  dntyto  array  themselves. 
As  an  individual  member  of  the  Hoose,  and 
looking  to  the  necessity  of  forming  some  opin- 
ion upon  the  subject  to  which  tke  memorial 
related,  he  was  pleased  that  all  the  information, 
in  the  power  either  of  individuals  or  pnblio 
meetings  to  give,  should,  in  some  shape,  be 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Eonse.  He  wonld 
not  object  to  memorials,  that  they  contuned 
nothing  more  than  expression  of  feeling  in  re- 
lation to  this  aabjeot;  bat  he  was  particularly 
gratified  with  the  presentation  of  memorials 
coming  &om  a  soaroe  so  respectable  and  en- 
Ughtened,  as  the  gentleman  &om  New  York 
(St.  Spbnoks)  had  assnred  as  this  one  had 
VM.X.--S9 


matterg  some  new  views  nprni  a  qoestioE 
mnnh  miportanoe.  As  a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee which  had  this  sutjeot  uider  con«dera- 
tion,  he  would  feel  obliged  by  tlie  refbreooe  ot 
aa  many  snch  memoriala  as  n^bt  be  presented 
from  any  quarter. 

Mr.  Dbatton,  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  said,  the 
sde  ground  n^n  wbiob  he  opposed  the  com- 
mitment of  this  memorial  was  the  language  in 
which  it  was  couched.  The  memoridlsta,  in 
common  with  other  citizen^  said  Mr.  D.,  have 
the  constitutional  right  to  petition  Congress  for 
the  redress  of  grievances.  As  tiiey  possess  the 
right,  it  is  for  them  to  deolde  what  are  the 
proper  occasions  for  its  exercise.  The  only 
limitation  which  has  been,  and  which,  la  my 
JndgmenL  ought  to  be  imposed  npon  those  who 
address  the  Le^Iatarej'ls,  that  their  langmige 
should  not  be  mdecent  or  diBreapeotful.  Bnt 
this  memorial  so  plainly  offends  against  deco- 
rum, that  we  should,  it  appears  to  me,  be  want- 
ing in  what  is  due  to  ourselves  and  to  those 
whom  we  represent,  were  we  to  permit  it  to  be 
referred  to  any  committee  of  the  Honse.  Hav- 
ing taken  it  up  within  a  few  minutes,  I  have 
not  been  able  to  perase  it  entirely.  I  have 
glanced  over  it,  so  as  to  collect  its  object — the 
temper  of  its  framers — the  general  scope  o'f 
their  reasoning^  and  the  cooclueions  at  which 
they  have  arrived.  Although  the  proposed 
ol^ect  of  the  paper  is  to  demooatrate  that  to 
the  Indians,  rightfully,  belong  the  territories 
which  they  occupy,  yet  it  is  evident  that  the 
real  intent  of  those  who  anbacrihed  it  is  to 
show  that  the  State  of  Georgia,  in  her  oondnct 
towards  the  Cherokeee,  has  committed  an  in- 
fraction of  the  constitution,  and  departed  fi^un 
the  obligations  imposed  npon  her  by  treaties 
and  by  uie  prinoiples  of  Justice  and  hnmanity. 
The  memorialists  "  call  the  attention  of  Oon- 
gress to  the  relations  which  have  always  ex- 
isted between  Gieoi^  and  the  Greek  and 
Cherokee  nations  of  Indians.  Treaties  (they 
state)  wore  repeatedly  made  between  the  oolo- 
ny  of  Georgia  and  Indian  nations  reriding,  fto., 
in.,  and  always  upon  the  ground  of  the  dis- 
tinct national  character  of  the  Indians,"  and  of 
their  right  of  soil  and  "  of  sovereignty  within 
their  national  limita."  Referenoe  is  then  made 
to  treaties  between  Georgia  and  the  Cherokees, 
npon  the  same  basis,  since  she  became  an  inde- 

Cdent  Stale,  "  which  are  binding  upon  her  in 
or,  law,  and  conscience."    It  is  a  fact  of 
which  none  of  ns  are  ignorant,  that  the  Lwis- 


latnre  of  Georgia  passed  a  law  before  the  date 
of  this  memorial,  directing,  at  a  foture  period, 
a  diviMon  of  some  of  the  lands  of  the  Chero- 
kees, (oonMdered  to  have  been  ceded  to  the 
State  by  treaty,)  and  declaring  that  the  laws  pf 
Qeorgia,  after  a  certain  time,  ahould  be  binding 
upon  the  Cherokees  within  her  limita.  Of  the 
propriety  or  impropriety  of  this  l^islatjon,  I 
shall  not  now  sj^sk.  I  have  noticed  it  merely 
to  show  the  application  to  the  State  of  Georgia 
of  the  following  pr 
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"  Tour  memorulifltfl  cannot  sToId  the  con- 
(ihiBion  that  the  bringing  of  SUte  laws  to  bear 
npon  the  Cherokeea  withont  thrir  consent,  or 
tlie  diviaion  of  their  lands  among  the  citizens 
of  any  Btato,  wonld  bring  gnat  and  lasting  dis- 
grace upon  onr  coimtty,  and  woold  expose  ns 
as  a  people  to  the  jodgment  of  Heaven." 
Oongress  is  then  implored  to  interpose,  in 
order  that  onr  national  character  ma;  be  pre- 
served "  from  so  indelible  a  stigma,  snd  is  sol- 
emnl7  inroked,  b;  that  abhorrence  which  every 
nprif^t  legislator  will  feel  at  the  snggeetion  of 
raeasoree  that  vill  reet  npon  the  bmte  force, 


bj  the  apprebenrion  of  Kvine  ^ 


^spleasor^ 
iterposeand 


Ac., 

le  Oherokees  from  snch  iqjnstioe  and  oppres- 
eion  as  can  hardl;  fiul  of  accomplishing  onr 
mhi,  and  of  bringmg  opprobrinm  and  perpet- 
nal  shame  upon  cor  ooantiy."  Bir,  no  one  oan 
donbt,  for  a  single  moment,  that  Uie  passages 
which  I  have  extracted  from  this  memonal, 
directly  and  oneqnivocally  chsige  one  of  onr 
sister  States  with  trampling  npon  bU  laws,  hn- 
toan  and  divine,  nnder  the  instigation  of  the 
most  foul  and  criminal  motjvea — with  the  per- 
petration of  deeds  which  onght  to  excite  the 
abhorrence  snd  execration  of  civQised  man, 
and  call  down  the  malediction  and  Teiweanoe 
of  an  offended  Dei^.  Can  petitions  &r  tbe 
redress  of  grievances  not  be  nreferred,  withont 
abnse  and  crimination  ?  I  ao  not  aM«mpt  to 
take  away,  or  in  the  slighteet  degree  to  impfdr, 
the  right  of  petitioning  Oonfress.  AU  I  re- 
qnire  1b,  that  this  right  ahonld  be  so  ezerdsed 
as  not  to  be  diverted  from  its  tme  Intention  by 
groesness  and  abnse ;  with  this  limitation,  the 
right  will  be  preeerved,  without  being  de- 
graded. We  oo^t  enrely  to  pay  as  mnch  re- 
spect to  a  sovereign  ocmfederoted  State,  as  to 
an  in^vldDsl ;  and  wonld  any  member  of  tbia 
body  f^l  himself  anthorized  to  present  the  me- 
morial of  on  individoaL  oontaming  snch  lan- 
gnage  as  I  have  qnotMt  The  qneaUons  in- 
volved in  this  memorial  are  of  momentons  in- 
terest. I  have  reflected  npon  Qiem  anffldently 
to  oonvinoe  me  of  their  complexity  and  tbelr 
deUoaoy.  However  embarrasainK  they  may 
be,  we  ahall  be  compelled  to  examine  into,  and 
to  decide  npon  them.  I  do  not  desire  to  post- 
pone their  consideration.  All  I  desire  is,  that 
a  constitntionol  right  should  not  be  c<Hiverted 
Into  a  veMde  &ti  opprobrioos  epithets,  and  that 
the  Legislatnre  shonld  not  lend  its  ud  to  the 
cinmlaUon  of  what  grossly  violstee  common 
propriety  and  common  decency.  With  this 
view,  Mr.  D.  moved  that  the  memorial  be  Itud 
opon  the  table.  He,  however,  withdrew  the 
motion  at  the  leqaest  of 

Mr.  LoKPXts,  of  Qeorgia,  who  acknowledged 
(for  it  was  known  to  all  hte  acqnaintance)  ttiat 
ne  woe  anfficiently  senntive  npon  subjects  re- 
lating to  himself;  and  it  was  known  to  this 
House  that  he  was  eqnally  so  npon  all'  snbjects 
relating  to  the  rights,  honor  and  character  of 
the  people  and  Btate  which  he  had  the  honor 
in  part  to  represent    Moreover,  he  believed  he 


had  not  one  constituent  who  would  n)f)eet  liin 
of  being  deficient  in  seal  and  fideliU^Dpan  d 
satijects  relating  to  their  intereat.  Kertrtlw- 
less,  he  mnst  express  his  deep  regret  that  (liii 
memorial,  emanatjng  from  a  few  enthnsisit 
citisens  of  New  York,  was  not  pemitted  to  p 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affun  wiihcnt 
opposition,  and  thereby  have  prevented  thii 
premature  discnssion.  He  r^ratted  the  mo- 
tion of  hu  oolleogne  (at  the  time  it  was  nude) 
to  lay  this  pwer  on  the  table,  becaose,  if  it 
had  been  pehmtt«d  to  go  to  the  cranndttet,  ■* 
shonld  have  avoided  tl!&  nntimety  oonsanisfin 
of  time,  and  prematnre  excitement  of  tmtt, 
upon  a  sabjeet  of  deep  and  grave  impcstan^ 
not  only  to  Georgia,  but  to  the  whole  Qnioa. 

Mr.  L.  Bud,  that,  for  two  years  past,  bj  ia 
and  bv  ni^t,  in  sicknEce  and  in  b<«lth,  he  hid 
used  his  beet  efforts  to  get  the  lodiaa  nlject 
in  a  general  and  dige^ed  form  befon  tiut 
Honse.  The  records  and  proceedings  ia  ths 
House  would  bear  him  out  in  saying  thil  Ibe 
general  plan  for  Indian  emigratioo,  now  voder 
tiie  consideration  of  Coogreaa,  had  beea  nfoi- 
ediy  urged  by  him  (Mr.  L)  for  twoyeuspHt; 
and  he  would  now  take  tlie  liberty  of  Hfing. 
that  tme  of  the  greatest  obstacles  wfaicb  bd 
impeded  his  progreas,  and,  as  he  bdie*«d,  bia 
sucoesa,  might  be  traced  in  the  dlsposiliija  is 
this  House  prematnrely  to  enter  upon  the  dii- 
cnssion  of  tne  Indian  subject.  It  is  knom  to 
this  House  that  the  whole  snljjeot  of  our  Indiu 
relations  has  been  brought  before  Conartv  bf 
the  President  of  the  United  Btotce  in  hia  V«- 
ssge  at  the  commencement  of  the  present  »» 
sion ;  snd  boa  been  referred  to  the  Conmuiue 
on  Indian  Affair^  of  which  he  was  a  mKnber; 
and,  therefore^  be  felt  himself  J  nstified  isuj- 
ing  that  that  committee  ia  and  nas  beea  uaia- 
ons  in  labor  and  IndostiT,  in  endesTiwiiig  to 
perform  the  important  dnties  confided  to  itt 
charge.  He,  therefore,  regretted,  that  laj  per- 
tion  of  the  del^otion  from  Georgia,  or  t} 
other  member  of  the  Honse,  shonld  nt|j«d 
themselves  to  the  imputation  of  idfling  tba 
most  ftill,  free,  snd  ample  investigitioD  vfx 
this  subject,  in  all  its  various  beoriogi.  ii  i^ 
gords  the  iaper  which  bos  given  rise  to  tmi 
discussion,  his  riews  coincided  with  the  gwll^ 
man  from  South  OaroUna  (Ur.'DBiTnm)  u^ 
that  of  his  colleagues  He  considered  tbii  ofr 
dons  act  of  the  peotioners  (to  neak  is  o* 
mildest  terms  of  it)  as  an  imperaaeiit  inltf- 
meddllng  with  other  pewle's  eonoenu.  Bit 
sir,  said  Mr.  L.,  I  would  most  gladly  hear  isd 
carefully  ezaoune  all  that  can  be  said  br  trej 
individual  In  this  Unloo  who  thinks  wiu  ukm 
memorialists,  indoding  all  the  WilUan  FHW 
of  the  whde  land.  Iwant  the  whds  nt*^ 
fully  Bud  fairly  before  Congrev.  Kr,  I »»  «* 
vain  in  believing  that  the  condoct  or  Gwcj 
in  relation  to  the  Indians,  in  the  proMcotioo  « 
her  rights,  will  not  only  be  Justified  to  thi» 
House,  but  to  nine-tenths  of  Uie  petqJe  »  r* 
Hnion,  if  we  can  have  an  ample  due^* 
npon  the  aoldeot  in  all  its  bearingi.   IuUMW 
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vuB  to  prewnt  to  tlw  oondderuioii  or  Uon- 
gnm,  aaa  Uie  p«opl«  of  the  Union,  a  sfBtematio 
pUn,  and  policy  in  reUUon  to  the  Indiana, 
whioh  ihall  not  onlj  relieve  my  own  State,  bat 
erery  oUier  State  and  tenitonr  in  tlie  Oidon, 
of  their  present  perplexitiea  in  relation  to  the 
rij^  of  the  Statea— the  righta  of  the  Indians, 
as  well  aa  the  riohta  rf  thia  QoTemment,  in  re- 
la&Ni  to  tbi»  Indian  mbJecL  Sir,  it  is  tdme  to 
have  a  definite  p<di47  npon  this  ml^eeL  The 
hirisdiolion  of  ul  the  conflicting  partdes  mnst 
be  defined.  Your  committee,  npon  tliis  sob- 
iact,  are  using  Uieir  best  ejertiona  to  laj  before 
70a  all  the  facte  whioh  tbej  can  oolleo^  con- 
nected with  the  Buyect,  and  whioh  are  calon- 
Isted  to  aid  in  arriTiag  at  a  jost  deoiuon.  I, 
therefore,  do  hope  we  ahsll  not  again  sofTer 
onrsalvae  to  be  excited  into  a  premature  discna- 
rion  of  this  sobjeot,  by  those  whose  ignorance 
of  the  eabject  is  the  manifest  cause  of  their 
leal  and  forwardness. 

Mr.  Watsi  said  he  was  in  bvor  of  the 
proportion  of  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oaro-  > 
upa,  (Mr.  DiuTtOH,)  and  he  ahonld  vote  with 
him  on  the  present  question.  He  took  this  00- 
eauoD  to  return  his  thsnks  to  that  gentleman  , 
for  the  stand  which  he  hod  taken,  in  mating ' 
his  motion  to  lay  the  satyeot  on  the  table ;  ana 
he  ahonld  have  done  ao  himseli^  had  it  not 
more  properly  devolved  npon  an  older  member 
of  that  body.  He  hoped  the  memorial  might 
be  read,  th^  gentlemen  might  jadge  for  them- 
advea,  whether  it  was  ooncfaed  m  deoorons 
tenns.    He  therefore  moved  its  reading. 

[The  reading  of  the  memorial  at  length,  by 
Ihe  Olerk  of  the  Eoose,  here  took  place.] 

Mr.  Mjuxabt  observed  that  he  was  not 
awaro  that  difficulties  ooold  ensne  npon  the 
saljeot  be(i>r»  them.  A  great  nnmber  of  re- 
^>eotable  dtizeni  had  memorialized  Oongreas 
on  a  very  important  enbjeot.  It  had  been  sdd 
by  the  gentleman  from  Oeorgia,  that  it  wonld 
be  rnnoa  better  if  persons,  uut«ad  of  takiog 
care  of  the  bnainess  of  others,  woold  attend  to 
thrir  own  aSaire.  Bat  what,  said  he,  are  to 
be  considered  as  onr  afiUra,  and  what  are  the 
aSaiia  of  the  nation  t  Has  not  the  President 
of  the  United  States  himsdf  reoommended,  in 
his  Message,  the  enUeot  to  the  oonsideration  of 
Hm  Gonuoittee  en  Ci^an  A&irs?  And  why, 
therefore,  ahonld  objeotioDa  ]>e  raised  to  the 
reference  (tf  it  to  that  committee,  by  those  who 
laid  daim  to  the  character  of  genuine  repnb- 
licans  f  Mr.  M.  proceeded  to  contend  in  fovor 
of  the  memorialists  to  admonish,  if  he  might 
nse  the  I«rm,  the  members  of  the  National 
Legiidatnre,  npon  the  nibject  of  any  pnblio 
measure  in  contemplation,  and  also  to  ezpress 
their  opinion  as  to  what  might  be  the  proba- 


States,  nnder  snch  drounstanoes,  had  the  right 
not  (Hily  to  ezpreas  thrir  opinions,  bat  alBo 
to  nrga  their  orgnmenb;  in  snppoit  of  such 
opinion. 


Mr.  THoxnov,  of  Georgia,  sud  he  certainly 
did  itot  rise  with  a  view  to  prolong  the  debate. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  with  extreme  regret 
that  he  had  seen  the  debate  take  the  range 
which  it  had  already  done.  But  the  gentleman 
from  New  Tork  Qb.  Spketcbb)  had  seemed  to 
intend  to  fix  on  lum  (Mr.  T.)  the  charge  of  hav- 
ing not  only  onnecessarily  provoked  debate 
upon  the  merits  of  the  sabject  referred  to  in 
the  memorial,  bat  of  having  done  injustice  to 
the  memorialists.  Mr.  T.  disclaimed  having 
said,  or  intended  to  Bay,  any  thing  (when  he 
first  addressed  the  Hoose)  on  the  merits  of  the 
important  snliject  referred  to  in  the  memorial. 
He  had  read  that  paper,  and,  as  a  representa- 
tive of  the  people  of  Geor^a,  he  felt  mdignant 
at  the  insolt  apparently  intended  to  be  offered 
by  the  memorialists  to  that  State.  He  repeat- 
ed what  he  said  when  he  addressed  the  House 
before,  that  he  had  no  intention  of  opposing 
the  propoead  reference.  That  he  had  miplicit 
confidence  in  Uie  integrity  and  intelligence  of 
the  Oommittee  on  bidian  Afiurs,  who  already 
had  the  eabjeot  under  oonsideration.  That  he 
had  the  fbllest  oonfidence  in  this  House,  and  in 
the  American  people,  as  well  as  in  the  perfect 
f^mess  of  the  daims  of  Georgia,  ana  that, 
therefore,  he  did  not  fear  the  result.  Mr.  T. 
said,  tha^  bnt  for  the  assertion  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  York,  (Mr.  Spxkoxb,)  that  the 
memoriaUsts  ore  gentlemen  of  respectability, 
the  nngenerooa,  illiberal,  and  indeooroos  lan- 
gnage  osed  by  them  towards  Georgia,  wonld 
JnaUfy  the  belief  that  the  memorial  was  the 
resolt  of  an  aoddental  meeting  at  a  grog-ahop, 
Mr.  T,  said  he  waa  a  Georgian,  and  had  the 
honor  to  be  one  of  the  representatives  of  the 

Cple  of  that  State.  He  a^ed  the  gentlemoa 
n  New  York,  therefore,  if  it  were  possible 
that  an  ^»ology  coold  be  expected  from  him. 
Mr.  T.  repei^»d  what  he  said  when  he  first 
addrewed  the  Hoose,  that  a  reference  of  the 
memorial  in  qnestion  was  snperseded  by  a  enb- 
mission  of  the  sabject  at  large  to  the  Oommit- 
tee on  Indian  Afioirs,  throogh  the  Preudent's 
Message ;  and  he  woidd  now  add  that  the  vast 
aoonmolation  (rf  truii  whioh  speared  in  the 
oolnmns  of  the  Nationil  Intelligencer  over  the 
ugnatnre  <^  William  Penn,  and  circulated 
throogh  the  United  States  daring  the  last  som- 
mer,^d  away  any  neoessity  which  ever  in  the 
conception  of  the  memoriahats  might  have  oth- 
erwise devolved  npon  the  people  of  New  York 
to  take  the  Indiana  located  in  Georgia  onder 
their  epeoial  care  and  protection:  for,  if  gen- 
tlemen wonld  take  the  trouble  to  compare  the 
memorial  with  the  essays  before  alladed  to, 
they  wonld  find  that  the  memorialists  have 
consnlted  their  convenience,  by  taking  sach 
porta  of  the  argomenta  osed  by  William  Penn 
aa  are  the  least  profonnd,  au^  therefore,  the  ^ 
least  tronblesome  to  the  intellecta  of  the  me- 
morioliBts.  Bnt  with  what  grace,  Mr.  T.  asked, 
do  complaints  against  Georgia  oome  from  the 
land  of  the  Mohawks,  Uie  Norridgewocks,  the 
Peqaoda,  and  Norragonsettst    Mr.  T.  said,  the 
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gentlemsn  from  the  North  Qti.  Haxlabt)  had 
taken  ezoeDtiona  to  the  m&nm,  that  "if  evei?' 
bodf  wonld  attend  to  tbefr  own  borioeaa  and 
let  others  alone,  everybody 'b  bnnnesa  would 
well  attended  to,"  as  quoted  by  Mr.  T.'s  c. 
league,  (Mr.  Wildb.)  lit.  T.  asked  how  the 
gentleman  from  Yermont  wonld  like  a  inbsti- 
tntion  of  the  maxim,  "PhyBician,  heal  thy- 
self." Ha  deprecated  the  idea,  in  oonclnaion, 
that  hii  intention  had  been  either  to  provoke 
disooMion,  or  oppose  the  propoeed  r^erenoe. 
and  eipreeaed  a  nope  that  tLe  disoossion  woold 
for  the  present  be  aiscontinoed. 

Mr.  Stobkb,  of  New  York,  eaid  that  no  one 
could  deny  that  the  sntjieot^matter  of  the  me- 
morial pert^ued  to  the  bnsinesa  of  the  House. 
The  President  had  called  the  snl^ect  to  the  no- 
tice of  Oongress  at  the  oommenoement  of  the 
session,  and  invited  the  special  attention  of  the 
House  to  it.  The  honoraUe  gentleman  from 
Tennessee,  at  the  bead  of  the  Committee  on 
Indian  Affaira^  (Mr.  Bbll,)  had  also  invited  ite 
reference  to  that  committee  as  a  matter  to  be 
properly  disposed  of  in  that  way.  If  the  me- 
morial was,  therefore  on  a  snbject  pleading 
here,  he  (Mr.  S.)  coold  not  discover,  as  dearly 
as  some  gentlemen  seemed  to,  how  that  which 
was  of  eoch  interest  to  the  whole  conntry, 
ehoold  not  have  been  a  proper  enl^eot  of  peti- 
tion to  this  Honse  from  these  memorialists  as 
well  as  anybody  else.  It  was  said,  however, 
that  the  language  of  it  was  fndecorons  to  the 
Btate  of  Georgia.  He  did  not  nnderstand  it  to 
be  objected  to  the  memorial  that  it  was  at  all 
disie^iectfU  to  the  Honse — but  it  was  sud  that 
it  was  not  to  be  treated  here  with  favor,  be- 
cause it  imputed  to  other  persons  motives  or 
conduct  calculated  to  bring  them  Into  disre- 
pute. Now,  sir,  eaid  Mr.  8.,  it  beoomea  ns  to 
remember,  here,  that  this  right  of  petitJon  haa 
been  deemed  so  sacred  that  its  seonrity  has 
been  provided  for  in  the  oonstitntion  itself.  It 
is  a  right  to  be  tenderly  dealt  with.  This  peti- 
tion is  not  addressed  to  "  His  Most  Bacred 
M^esty,"  or  hid  at  the  foot  of  a  throne.  The 
memorialiste  are  our  own  constitnents — the  free 
people  of  this  oonntiy — and  addressing  na,  their 
own  representatives.  It  is  their  right  to  speak 
to.us— and  to  speak  their  opinions  frankly  and 
fearlessly,  and  it  is  onr  dnty  to  listen  to  them 
respectfully.  We  can  only  require,  on  the 
otlier  hand,  that  they  speak  in  reepectfnl  terms 
of  this  House.  Beyond  that,  I  donbt  if  we 
have  any  moral  risht  to  inqnire.  If  we  under' 
take  to  criticize  the  language  of  these  appeals 
from  OUT  constituents  to  this  House  beyond 
that  point,  we  may  overstep  onr  own  limits, 
and,  imder  the  notion  of  repudiating  their  pe- 
tidona  as  disrespectful,  we  may  in  fact  abridge 
the  right  of  the  people  to  petition  their  own 
representatives.  If  we  are  now  to  deny  to 
theee  petitionere  a  respectful  notice  of  their 
compltunte,  beoanae  tfaey  are  aapposed  to  have 
spdken  of  one  of  the  States  in  tenns  which 
that  State  might  consider  o&nsive,  why  ahonld 
not  we  at  least  set  up  the  same  rule  for  other 


departments  of  onr  own  OoTenunentl  Tt 
should  then  realize  more  distincUy  the  utnn 
of  the  prindpla  we  have  heard  advanced  it 
this  debate.  If  onr  oonstitneDts  were  to  prf- 
tion  us  for  an  impeMhment  otHtt  Eieoatin« 
the  Judges  of  the  ooart,  and  ofaarse  tbem  witk 
injnstJoe,  opprestion,  and  tisrapal&a,  in  dbBb- 
ited  terms,  ehoold  we  repnfiate  utdr  com- 
plaints beoanae  we  mlAt  M^^ioaed  toAdi 
tendemesi  fi>r  theae  high  fonoticoaihst  It 
they  q»eak  respectftilly  of  this  House,  it  ii  ill 
whidi  we  have  a  right  to  reqoin  for  omtelm 
I  will  not  say  whewer,  if  this  petdtitMi  wa>  jn- 
sented  to  the  Le^ilatore  of  Qem-pa,  it  ihnild 
be  considered  so  respeotftil  to  that  Hate,  H  t« 
entitle  it  to  ftvorable  notice  thent  Gem^ 
wonld  determine  that  fcr  hoeell  But  it  a 
enoQKh  for  ns  that  it  contains  no  impntatkni  m 
this  Honse.  Whether  the  oonclusioiit  wloii 
the  petitioners  have  drawn  frwn  tb«r  owi 
views  of  the  snlfjeot,  to  which  they  call  cot 
attention,  are  Jnst  or  not,  is  not  the  questiaD  it 


resentativea ;  and,  as  they  iiave  the  rigbt,  m 
our  constituent^  to  be  heard  on  any  qimtiM 
here,  which  in  OieiT  optnion  nw;  ■fl'«ct  the  in- 
terests or  the  character  of  the  coootiy,  *«  «• 
bound  to  treat  their  ootnplaints  with  great  re- 
spect. IfwearetoerratBllonso  dcSoU  t 
Kint  as  the  right  of  petition  involve^  ire  tod 
tter  err  on  the  other  aide.  Mr.  S.  then  pro- 
ceeded to  examine  the  pasaagee  iriikJi  bad  bMB 
Blinded  to  as  partioulariy  ffisrMMctftd  to  iIm 
State  of  Geoi^ia,  and  aud  that  he  oowitod 
the  terms  naed  as  founded  eutirelT  on  the  bjfo- 
thetical  coireotneas  ot  tha  oondnnoai  *luck 
the  petitioners  had  ^wn  fhHO  the  docnnMoH 
to  which  they  referred.  But  whether  Ibw 
r»  in  any  aenie  diareimectfltt  to  Ibi 
lot.  he  did  not  admit  the  ri^otlte 
Honse  to  determine  for  the  petitinxn  If 
they  treated  the  House  Itoelf  with  rtqieit,  it 
was  all  that  the  Honse  had  any  ri^t  to  reqmn 
of  them. 

Mr.  PoBTKB,  of  OeoTgia,  said  It  was  IHdt 
matter  how  much  gentlauMn  buj  dcplon  u* 
a^tation  and  disonsdon  of  this  qneatJoit  TW 
had  got  into  it,  and  it  was  impoenblehrtbca 
to  retreaL  They  might  aa  well  encesntei  ft 
first  as  lost  We  have  heard  nmrh,  uii  Kr. 
F.,  on  the  constitational  imponltdlity  ct  rA*- 
ing  to  listen  to  thia  memorUl,  or  mbtt  npi- 
ment,  for  he  was  in  Ikvor  of  oalhDg  thiagi  Df 
their  right  names.  OenOenen  were  ndatiM 
in  the  name  whitdi  bad  been  givn  to  thei&- 
stnunent  before  them ;  bnt  the  gentlenian  trim 
Vermont  (Mr.  MiLLAai)  had  eiplaiiied  tM 
whole  matter.  The  paper  is  sent  ban,  ■>» 
only  as  a  petition  or  memorial,  bnt  m*"??^ 
ment  in  oppodtion  to  the  views  aijOTssri  V 
the  Prendent  on  this  subject,  inhisia*** 
sage  to  the  House.  For  hia  own  pact,  be,  « 
common  wiUi  other*,  had  ftall  oenfldeoee  a  i» 
Committee  on  Indian  Afialn ;  and  he  did  d« 
oppose  the  referenoe  of  the  aulyeet  (o  u<b> 
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bat  he  wu  deeiioiu  of  gtrippiiig  it  of  its  fioti- 
tioQB  character.  He  man;  delicate  terms  made 
use  of  in  the  paper,  in  relatdon  to  the  State  of 
Qeoigia,  and  ita  polioj,  were  iii£Boient  indica- 
tions of  the  motiyea  which  prompted  it  It 
had  become  faabionahle.  he  said,  to  lariah 
abiue  npon  Geor^  and  its  policy,  both  in  the 
newapaperB  and  in  popnlar  BSBemblies,  and  she 
was  now  conddered  fur  game— a  ttir  auxk  for 
all  the  shafts  of  riboldrr ;  hot  lie  ooold  sej  of 
that  State,  In  the  language  of  a  distingaiuied 
indiTidoal  on  another  oocainon,  the  policj  of 
Ge(»^a  "  would  stand  the  Bomtinr  oi  talents 
and  of  time."  The  paper  referred  e^iedallj 
to  the  conduct  of  Georgia ;  the  oondnot  of  the 
aorarrign  State  of  Georgia,  (he  was  glad  to  see 
that  term  had  become  more  fashionable  lately 
than  it  was  two  or  three  years  ago,)  in  her  in- 
ternal relotioni — and  oontwna  tnreatB  of  the 
Tengeanoe  of  Heaven  against  her.  Ur.  F.  said, 
if  it  was  desirable  that  the  sentiments  oon- 
t^ned  in  this  document  should  come  before 
this  House,  the  gentlemen  who  advocated  it 
oonld  expresa  them  there  without  referring 
them  to  the  oommittee.  He  aoid  the  weakest 
number  from  New  York  ooold  enforce  those 
sentiments  as  strongly  as  tbey  were  set  forth  in 
the  docoment  in  question.  Hr,  F.  here  re- 
ferred to  the  condition  in  which  other  States 
atoodnpon  this  sabject;  and  said,  if  this  sort 
of  inveatigation  was  proper  in  relation  to  one 
State,  it  was  equally  applicable  to  others.  But 
irbat,  said  he,  woold  be  thought  of  the  citizens 
of  Georgia,  should  tbey  call  upon  New  York 
to  nuke  reatdtntion  to  the  Indian  bibes  who 
once  redded  within  her  territory  ?  The  doc- 
trine wonld  be  conddered  as  monstrous;  but 
now,  sud  Mr.  F.,  that  the  memorialists  reside 


eluded  by 
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in  that  Hon 


n  the  sulgeot  of  the 


llr.  Aboekb  feared  that  this  qneation  wonld 
produce  a  feeling  in  the  Honse,  misohievous, 
and  prejudicial  to  the  peribrmance  of  the  pab- 
Ik)  bunnesB.  He  agreed  with  Ur.  OucBULna 
(Kt  the  snl^ect,  but  would  say  a  word  or  two 
on  the  qneadon  which  had  been  debated.  It 
was  sua  the  memorial  contained  language  dis- 
teroectfb]  towards  one  of  the  States  of  t' 
Union.  Re  confessed  he  did  not  perceive 
He  had  read  the  petition,  and  did  not  find  any 
thing  diBre(q>ectful ;  and  he  qnoted  the  lan- 
guage deemed  exceptionable,  to  show  that  it 
was  so.  The  memorial  spoke  merely  of  a 
hypothetical  course  of  meosuree  on  the  part  of 
Georgia,  which  wonld  lead  to  certain  conse- 
qDences,  which  the  petttionera  deemed  grieT- 
ooa,  and  to  be  deprecated.  It  was  the  li^t  of 
all  men — not  merely  freemen,  but  all  men,  aaid 
Mr.  A.,  to  express  their  fears  of  what  would 
grow  oat  of  an  apprehended  oonree  of  pnbli~ 


This  was  a  memorial  of  a  respeotobls 
leeting  of  citizens— on  what  sort  of  a  sub- 
ject t  Why,  relatire  to  Indian  afioirs.  It 
would  be  ti«r  just  right— no  one  wonld  deny 
it — to  address  ns  on  any  of  our  foreign  aSurs, 
said  Mr.  A. ;  and  shonld  we  think  of  metinc 
out  to  them  the  ardor  wilh  which  they  ahoula 
expreas  themselves  to  qs  on  that  subject^  or  any 
other  subject  of  public  concern  I  He  pnt  it  to 
the  gentiemen  of  Georgia  themselves,  whether 
there  was  any  part  of  the  Union  where  the 
M)ple  woold  brook  such  an  assumption  by  this 
louse,  if  it  were  attempted  in  r^ord  to  a  me- 
morial from  their  own  State.  They  were  the 
laat  people  in  the  Union  by  whom  ardor  of  lan- 
goBge  on  public  topics  should  be  rebuked.  Mr, 
A.  conoladed  by  saying,  that  if  the  gentJeman 
from  Sonth  Carolina  should  press  his  motion  to 
lay  the  memorial  on  the  table,  he,  (Mr.  A.,) 
thongh  a  Southern  man  himself^  must  otgect  to 
'it,  and  favor  the  reference  of  the  petition. 
Mr,  MoDcrra  said  that,  if  Ue  discussion 

KD  the  matter  were  farther  prolonged^  it  was 
ions  that  the  presentation  of  petitions  on 
the  part  of  the  States  which  bod  not  yet  been 
called  over  by  the  Speaker,  must  be  deferred 
until  Monday  next,  and  tbas  a  week's  time  be 
lost  to  the  petitioners.  He  saw  no  prospect  of 
ntility  from  a  oontinaation  of  the  debate  in  the 
present  stage  of  the  aSur;  and  he  should 
therefore  move  the  previous  question. 

The  motion  waa  enst^ed;  and  the  main 
question  reourred  as  to  referring  the  memorial 
to  the  Committee  on  Indian  Affairs. 

Upon  this  Mr.  Knto  aaked  for  the  yeaa  and 
nays ;  but  the  caU  wae  not  anstained,  and  the 
question  was,  npon  a  division,  carried  in  the 
affirmative. 

So  the  memorial  waa  ordered  to  he  referred 
to  the  Oommittee  on  Li^aa  AfGdrs. 

WiDmsDAT,  January  18. 
Diitributum  of  P*Miti  Lamd*. 

The  Honse  resnmed  the  oonsideration  of  the 
reaolntiOQ  moved  by  Mr.  Hunt  on  the  17th  of 
December  ultimo,  conoeruing  a  distribution  of 
the  pnblic  lauds  among  the  several  Btatea. 

Mr.  BuBoaa  aaid,  that  whatever  might  aid 
education  and  extend  intercourse  among  the 
people  throughout  the  variona  parts  of  the 
coontry,  alwaya  did,  when  brought  to  the  con- 
aideration  of  the  House,  appear  ^ore  its  mem- 
bers attended  by  oironmstanoes  of  deep  and 
vital  importance.  The  resolution  offered  by 
the  gentleman  from  Vermont,  (Mr.  Hdnt,)  pro- 


the  operations  of  both  these  sonroes  of  national 
impTovemenL  However  desirons  I  may  be  to 
ud  this  proposition,  aaid  Mr.  B.,  yet,  feeling 
myself  withhi  the  interdiction  of  tiiat  rebake 
so  gradoQsly  bestowed  on  a  gentieman  whose 
State  had  ceded  no  lands  to  the  Union,  1  shall, 
Brat  of  all,  offer  some  reasons  whjr  a  represent- 
ative from  such  a  State  may  be  permitted  to 


dbyCioogle 


ABRIDaHENT  OF  THE 


Di^ritmtiom  1^  Pttblie  Limii. 


[Juun,  1830. 


mingle  in  onj  debate  concerning  a  dispoution 
of  l£e  pnblio  lAnda.  It  ia  traa,  Bbode  Island 
neither  clid,  nor  could,  in  the  great  revolatLon- 
arj  conflict,  make  any  casdon  of  broad  lands 


that  State  nas  able  to  find  no  longer  space  than 
its  very  limited  territory,  wherein,  for  the  first 
time,  among  all  the  kingdoms  and  colonies  of 
this  world,  a  Chriatlan  man  might,  at  tbst  time, 
obtMn  ftJl  pennission  "  to  hold  forth  a  lively 
experiment,  that  a  civil  Btate  could  best  stand 
and  flonriflh  with  the  utmost  fteodom,  in  re!i- 
fpoQS  concernments."  Although  Bbode  Island 
could  not  do  what  more  fortonate  conditions 
euabled  other  States  so  liberally  to  perform, 
yet.  in  every  areat  passage  of  arms,  and  in  all 
which  might  lUnatrate  patriotdsm  or  signalize 
valor,  she  stood  In  tho  very  first  rank  of  de- 
votedDese  and  achievement.  History  will  con- 
tinue to  do  Justice  to  all  the  efforts  of  all  the 
Statea  in  tbeir  revolntiouary  contest  Should 
it  ever  be  otherwise^  and  the  North  become 
oblivious  of  these  thmgs,  the  honor  and  mag- 
nanimity of  the  South  will  not  suffer  them  to 
be  forgotten. 

The  lands  comprehended  In  the  resolntion 
have  been  acquired  by  dbbursemenla  from  the 
common  timda  of  the  nation.  The  history  of 
your  finances  will  disclose  the  several  amomits 
contributed  to  these  ftmda  by  the  aeveral  States. 
New  Orleans  is  the  great  port  of  entry  for  nearly 
the  whole  valley  of  the  UiBsissippi.  Since  Louis- 
iiLua  became  a  part  of  the  TTnited  States,  and  up  to 
the  year  1826,  about  fiAeen  millions  of  dollars 
have  been  paid  into  the  United  States  Treasury 
by  the  collector  of  that  district  If  all  the 
goods  on  which  this  revenue  was  collected 
were  consumed  in  the  Statea  on  the  right  uid 
left  banks  of  the  great  river,  the  division  of 
this  amount  among  those  States  will  show,  for 
twenty-three  years,  their  several  oontribntions 
to  the  national  funds.  Averaged  upon  the 
whole  nine,  the  annnal  amonnt  of  each  is  about 
sixty  thousand  dollars.  The  little  State  of 
Bhode  Island  haa,  yearly,  ever  since  becoming 
a  member  of  this  Union,  contributed  not  less 
than  four  times  that  amount.  If  it  be  oont«nd- 
ed  that  those  States  have  p^d  more,  because 
they  have  consumed  large  amounts  of  commod- 
ities, bronght  coastwise  to  New  Orleans,  or 
over  land  from  Atiantic  ports,  it  may  bo  ro- 

Slied  that  Rhode  Island  has  likewise  paid  more, 
y  consuming  goods  bronght  into  that  State  by 
the  same  kind  of  trade.  If  this  statement  do 
not  give  an  aocnrato  view  of  the  relative  con- 
tributions of  those  Btatce  to  the  national  funds, 
it  will  give,  what  it  was  intended  to  give, 
something  Me  a  sufficient  reason  for  permit- 
ting Rhode  Island  to  be  heard  on  any  question 
concerning  lands  aoqiUred  or  purchasea  at  the 
national  cost. 

Neither  the  patriotism  nor  the  efforte  of  other 
Stat«a  ts  drawn  into  question.  In  the  revolu- 
tion each  of  the  "  old  thirteen  "  did  all  which 
courage   could  dare,  liberality  contribute,  or 


unwearied  labor  perform.  The  new  Stslei,  had 
they  at  that  time  been  in  existence,  would  not 
have  deserted  the  cause,  or  dishonored  the  ea- 
erous  stock  from  which  they  are  dtaceuid. 
Oonld  the  patriotism  of  our  days  be  wumcd 
by  the  spint  of  those  times,  and  ever;  lb  U 
purified  by  fire  fi'om  the  hallowed  altar  of  the 
revolntion,  this  debate  might  receive  a  new 
character ;  and  in  the  generous  strife  for  (lit 
general  welfare,  each  State,  not  unmindfnl  d 
our  high  character  b  former  times,  wdd 
struggle  for  pre-eminence  in  liberality  of  con- 
tribution. With  as  much  of  these  fe^ingi  ud 
frinciples  as  I  can  bring  myself  and  as  nmchH 
can  mvoke  to  my  aid  from  others,  I  ask  fu 
the  indulgence  of  thia  House  while  I  go  into 
some  consideration  of  this  amendment. 

It  may  not  be  in  order  to  consider  the  nao- 
lution  itself  unices  it  can  first  be  demoDttnted 
that  the  amendment,  if  It  prevail,  will,  ii 
effect,  destroy  this  resolution.  If  that  eta  Im 
evinced,  then  every  argnment  in  support  of  the 
resolntion  will  be  on  acgiunent  against  tiit 
amendment. 

The  resolution  pniposM  "That  a  Select 
Committee  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  tk 
expediency  of  appropriating  the  net  ibdhI 
proceeds  of  the  sales  of  the  public  lands  uioii| 
the  several  Statea  and  territories  for  the  pir 
poses  of  education  and  internal  unproTUiienl, 
m  proportion  to  the  representation  of  each  ii 
the  House  of  Repreeeatatives."  It  is  mowd 
by  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  (Ur. 
MAxns)  to  amend  this  resolution,  so  thit  the 
committee  should  further  inquire  "intc  Itie 
amount  and  value  of  the  pnblic  lands  wbkk 
have  been  given  by  Con{^«ss  to  any  SUt«,  <* 
to  any  publio  institntioa  in  said  Stale."  Tbe 
gentieman  from  Indiana  Qlr,  Twat)  ba>^  in  it- 
bate  on  this  sut^eot,  annonnoed  his  inleotioo  t« 
move  an  amendment  of  this  amendnwit,  iboild 
it  prevul,  to  the  intent  Qiat  the  same  c«niiiit- 
tee  may  f^uther  inquire,  and  report  to  thii 
Honse,  iha  whole  amount  expended  for  a*- 
tional  puipoaea  in  all  the  other  Statea. 

Now,  sir,  can  any  proposition  be  oontri«d, 
morv  effectnally  ouoaJal«d  to  subvert  and  w- 
stroy  this  resolution,  than  thoae  ooDliinM  is 
these  proposed  amendmeuta  t  If  the  fiitt  pi«- 
vail,  the  second  will  be  offered ;  and,  if  )«>* 
govern  the  decisions  of  this  House,  it  will  •> 
certwnly  be  adopted.  With  these  tw;o  anwid- 
ments  incorporated  into  this  readntiwi '''* 
Representativea,  from  what  Statea,  wiU  »  ™- 
posed  to  vote  for  it?  Under  the  fint  bni^ 
of  the  amendment,  your  committee  would  » 
charged  to  inquire  what  quantity  of  pulw 
lands,  and  what  amount  of  money,  hsre,  »i  »ny 
time,  been  granted  to  any  of  the  new  aUtOL. 
Theae  must  comprehend  the  reservatioM,  "W»- 
er  of  sections  or  townahipa,  for  primary,  •* 
demical,  or  collwiato  education ;  the  P*?^  " 
various  periods,  for  roads  and  canab;  IM«- 
penditures  for  improving  fl)e  navigation  of  nj- 
era,  together  with  the  wlnde  amount  duMwo, 
during  ahnoat  thk^  year^  on  the  peat  nt- 
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tional  hi^wsj  from  ths  Atlantic  waters  for 
into  the  Weat«m  Statea.  If  trae  to  the  prisd- 
T^es  of  jaitdce,  and  to  the  interests  of  the 
United  States,  thoagh  forgetfiil  of  their  own, 
the  gentlemen  frcfsa  the  Weetem  States  con 
never  vote  for  this  reeolntioo,  bo  amended,  as 
to  indooe  a  report  npon  each  inquiries.  Soeh  a 
TOte  will  acknowledge  those  Statea  to  be  ao- 
coontable  for  those  grants  and  expenditures; 
and  that  their  severtU  poridoaa  of  Qiem  ooffht 
to  be  chained  apon  their  several  annual  divi- 
dends arising  from  the  salM  of  pablio  lands  un- 
der the  system  proposed  hj  this  reaolntion.  It 
can  never  be  eipeoted  th^t  men  will  ever  be 
foood  in  such  hostilitj  to  their  own  interest, 
when  oDcoUed  to  it  by  anj  great  claims  of  Jas- 
tioe-  The  representation  from  these  States 
will,  therefore,  be  fomid  miauimons  against  the 
resolntion,  when  thns  amended. 

Tire  committee,  tmder  the  second  amend- 
ment, will  look  into  all  the  old  States.  The; 
mnst  then  take  account  of  all  eipenditore, 
nnoe  the  estabUshment  of  the  Federal  Govern- 


of  tlus  acconnt  will 
heavy  appropriations,  from  fear  to  ;ear,  for 
clearing  rivers  and  harbors ;  for  the  bnilding 
of  moles  and  breakwaters;  for  light-hooses 
npon  the  whole  coast;  for  onstom-boosea  in 
everj  collection  district;  for  armories,  arsenals, 
forlificationa,  dock-yards,  and  naval  stations, 
leather  with  all  other  the  immense  and  neces- 
sary expenditores  for  land  or  maritime  defence, 
on  the  whole  Atlantic  frontier.  What  genUe- 
man,  repreaenting  any  of  these  States,  will  sit 
here,  and  bj  his  consent  sanction  this  inqmrv  ) 
The  very  snpposition  is  prepOHteroua,  If, 
therefore,  the  amendment  moved  by  the  gen- 
tleman from  Soath  Carolina,  and  that  soggest- 
ed  by  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  are  adopted, 
the  reeolntion  will  never  he  passed  by  this 
Honse.  Place  them  npon  it,  and,  like  the  aspto 
on  tlie  bosom  of  the  Egyptian  qneen,  they  will 
bring  death  with  their  contact 

Under  this  view  of  the  question,  the  whole 
■nbject  of  the  resolntion,  with  all  the  reasons 
fbr  adopting  it,  are  so  many  argnments  for  con- 
rid«ration  in  discnssing  the  amendment  This 
resolntion  places  before  the  Hoose,  as  npon  a 
great  chart,  the  pnblio  landa,  the  eztennve  na- 
tional domain.  The  gentleman  from  Indiana 
(Mr,  Tsn)  has  called  onr  attrition  to  a  consid- 
•radon  of  the  manner  of  acquiring  some  puts 
of  it.  We  are  cautioned  by  him  against  appro- 
priating these  lands  to  any  otfjeot  which  may 
oome  in  conflict  with  the  will  of  the  dononi,  in 
their  deeds  of  cession  to  the  United  States. 
Ken  may  fairly  differ  oonceming  the  pecuniary 
valne  of  these  cessions  made  by  the-  several 
States ;  but  no  one,  conversant  with  tho  his- 
tory of  oar  rerolation,  independence,  and  oon- 
f^eracy,  can  for  a  moment  qnestion  their  high 
and  patriotic  motives.  Those  motives  ever 
have  been,  and  alwaya  will,  as  I  tmet,  be  duly 
Mpreciated ;  nor  shnll  aj(y  examination  by  me 
ot  the  history  and  condition  of  those  lands, 


dther  before  or  since  their  oeaaion,  duiy  to 
Yirsinia  her  merited  pre-eminence  in  these 
deeds  of  devotedness  to  the  onion  and  interest 
of  onr  common  coontry. 

We  must  not^  however,  imagine  that  the  re- 
gion covered  b^  those  cessions,  and  which  is 
now  separated  mto  seven  new  States  and  two 
large  territories,  was,  at  the  time  of  maldng 
them,  any  thing  like  so  manymilliona  of  acre* 
of  fee  simple,  then  in  poasesdon  and  st  the 
disposal  of  the  ceding  States.  Not  a  foot  of 
all  whloh  is  comprehended  in  those  States,  or 
in  the  proposed  resolution,  was  then  holden,  or 
clamed  to  be  holden,  as  land,  as  freehold,  un- 
der any  of  its  legal  desoriptionB.  The  ceding 
States  clamed,  and  they  relinqniahed  olsims ; 
but  they  neither  claimed  nor  relmquiahed  to 
the  United  States  fbe  simple.  The  House  will 
eicnse  me  if  I  go  Into  some  history  of  tiiis  sub- 
ject, when  it  is  observed  that  gentlemen  dia- 
cnss  this  question,  as  if  the  United  States  had 
acquired  by  this  cesdon,  and  for  no  valuable 
consideration,  a  title  to  many  hundred  millions 
of  acres,  then  held  by  certain  of  the  several 
States  quietly,  and  in  the  very  highest  degree 
of  ownership. 

History  does  not  antboriza  us  to  say  that  the 
sovereigns  of  Europe  ever  dumed  soil  and 
freehold  id  the  New  World  by  right  of  disoov- 
ery.  Kavigators  and  travellers  in  the  employ- 
ment of  those  sovereigns  discovered  the  sev- 
eral parts  of  this  continent  for  their  respective 
princes ;  and  they,  under  those  disooveriea, 
claimed  all  the  ri^hta,  whatever  they  may  be, 
BO  soqoired,  to  their  own  use,  and  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  other  people  and  potentates.  These 
dums  always  recognized  the  rights  of  the  abo- 
riginal owners  of  the  country ;  and,  however 
incompatible  with  those  rights  any  project  of 
oolotuzation  in  North  America  might  have 
been,  no  European  prince,  either  temporal  or 
spiritual,  ever  denied  them.  No  one  of  these 
princes  ever  attempted  to  plant  colonies  by 
force  of  conquest.  They  claimed,  by  virtue  of 
discovery,  the  exduaive  right  to  purchase  the 
soil  of  the  primitive  owners.  This  was,  then, 
precisely  what  is  now  called  the  right  of  pre- 
emption. The  aoquiution  of  fee  dmplOj  in 
this  country,  by  conquest,  papal  proclamation, 
or  royal  charter,  was  unknown  in  the  theory  of 
North  American  oolonizatdon.  The  ehtrtaea  of 
these  soTweigns  might  sometimes  ct»ivey  less, 
but  they  never  conrered  morb,  than  this  ridit 
of  pre-emption.  Under  such  charters,  and  by 
the  ezerdse  of  tto  right,  American  land  titles 
in  our  oonntry,  whatever  they  may  he,  bava 
been  aoqoired. 

It  will  he  recollected  that  the  first  charter 
was  granted  to.  the  London  Company  by  the 
Sovereign  of  England  for  the  settiement  of 
Vir^nia.  This  covered  all  the  lauds  frx)m  Old 
Point  Oomfort,  two  hundred  miles  south,  and 
two  hundred  miles  north ;  and  thence,  "  west 
and  northwest,  to  the  Fatufic  Ocean."  A  char- 
ter for  the  settlement  of  New  England  was 
soon  after  granted  to  the  Plymouth  Company, 
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by  the  same  power,  and  with  still  more  eiten- 
dve  limits.  It  oovered  sll  ttie  region,  from  the 
fortietli  to  the  fort7-«ightli  degree  of  north  lat- 
itade,  lyinK  between  the  two  great  oceans 
which  wash  the  shores  of  onr  continent.  A 
sabaaqnont  charter,  for  settling  the  Southern 
States,  was,  in  like  manner,  granted  to  another 
companf.  This  extended,  on  the  coas^  from 
twenty-nine  to  thirtj-eii:  and  a  half  degroes 
north  latitade,  and  covers  the  whole  region, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean. 

The  opinions  of  the  geographers  and  voj' 
agers  of  those  dajs  should  not  be  forgotten. 
Tbtj  regarded  these  continents  as  narrow  belts 
of  land,  obstmcting  their  coarse  to  the  mnoh 
riohcr  regions  of  the  eaBtem  India.  Every  bay 
and  inlet  was  explored ;  and  ther  throat  th^ 
ships  into  them,  expecting  to  shoot  throiijgh 
into  the  great  Pacific  Ocean.  The  English 
monarobs,  who  granted,  and  the  companies 
who  reoeiTed,  thMe  charters,  could  never  have 
expected  that  the  States  formed  nnder  them 
would  contain  more  territory  than  they,  at  this 
time,  aotnally  cover.  Nor  was  it  believed  that 
the  prerogaliTe  of  the  English  crown  had  ex- 
hanrted  Ita  power  to  grant  new  charten,  within 
tiie  grants  to  those  companies.  The  great  right 
of  pre-emptaoi^  or  power  to  treat  with  the  In- 
dians for  the  title  to  lands,  might  be  reanmed, 
whenever  the  int«restB  of  the  crown,  or  the 
oolonies,  ahonld  reqnire  SQOh  resnmption.  On 
this  principle,  the  charters  of  all  the  colonies 
west  of  Oonneotiont,  and  within  the  charter  of 
New  England,  were  afterwards  grants 

While  the  English  colonies  were  forming  nn- 
der these  charters,  the  Trendi  monarch  had 
pnshed  his  dlscoveriea  and  settlements  from  the 
Onlf  of  St.  Lawrence,  np  the  river,  to  Qnebeo 
and  Montreal,  and  from  New  Orleana  almost  to 
the  sonroe  of  the  IGssisslppi.  The  condition 
of  tUngs  prodnced  by  these  eventa,  both  in 
Europe  and  America,  exdted  hetweoi  France 
and  llnglaad,  and  between  the  American  oolo- 
niea,  the  war  of  17CS.  It  ia  well  known  that 
France  ohdjned  not  only  the  whole  pre-^nptdon 
right  of  the  whole  territory  north  and  weat  of 
New  England,  bnt  alao  that  of  the  entire  region 
between  the  high  lands  and  the  JGasisBippi,  on 
the  left  bank  of  that  river,  from  the  lakes  to  the 
Onlf  of  Mexico.  Daring  that  war,  the  famoos 
bmlly  compact  between  the  two  great  mon- 
aiohs  of  the  honae  of  Bonrbon  was  made,  and 
brooght  to  bear  oh  the  conflict. 

The  English  coloniee  had  a  fall  view  of  this 
important  oonbvversy.  They  knew  it  involved 
the  great  qneation  whether  Englishmen  sboald 
ocdtmise  and  settle  the  whole  region,  from  the 
Qnlf  of  Mexico  to  Hndeon's  Bar,  ana  fr<nB  the 
oo«an  back  to  the  fonntains  and  stream  of  the 
Miaatadppi ;  or  whether  France  and  the  oolo- 
nista   of  Franoe    ahonld    be   settled    aroond 


West  Neither  nation  claimed  the  soil,  except 
where  colonies  were  eatabliahed ;  bnt  boUt  did 
claim  the  right  of  discovery,  pre-emption,  and 
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settlement.  This  great  qneation  of  anus  in- 
volved these  clfums  and  rights  to  one  large 
part  of  the  lands  now  under  con^den&n; 
and  the  English  colonies,  making  it  a  ccduddb 
canae  with  the  mother  oonntry,  sent  into  tbe 
field  of  conflict  all  their  fbrce  and  valor.  It 
was  a  seven  years'  war,  exhausting,  Moodj, 
and  exterminating ;  for  the  c<donie^  oo  tli^ 
part,  contributed  to  it  an  army  of  twenty-Gn 
thonssnd  men.  All  made  their  beet  and  trarest 
efforts ;  bnt  New  England,  never  in  arrean  is 
the  contribution  of  tcnl  and  Mood,  ftacniibed 
foil  two-thirda  of  thia  army.  Tbe  eoatttt  wu 
terminated,  the  qaestion  forever  settled  by  ibt 
treaty  of  Paria,  fn  1798.  The  crown  of  FfUM 
relinquished  to  the  crown  of  Enriand  ill  bir 
North  American  oluma.  Thia  ruinquiduiKBt 
comprehended  the  Frenob  claim,  by  discoTay 
or  otherwise,  to  the  right  of  pre-emption,  io  u 
tbe  rwon  now  oovered  by  the  limits  of  tlw 
seven  States  on  the  left  bank  and  in  the  vsDej 
of  the  Missisaippi,  and  the  two  territories  be- 
tween the  lakes  and  that  river. 

It  should  be  remembered  that  no  settletnenti 
had,  at  this  time,  been  made  by  the  Atlsotii] 
colonies,  so  far  north  as  the  greist  lakea,  or  m 
far  west  as  the  ridge  of  Hie  Appalachian  mosft- 
tains;  nor  had,  or  did  any  of  than,  uidfl' 
their  cbart«rB,  claim  the  right  of  pre-emptico 
to  any  of  the  lands  bounded  by  those  lakes  and 
tbe  Mississippi,  or  watered  by  the  stnanu  fUl- 
ing  from  those  monnt^na  into  that  rirer.  V» 
right  was  then  claimed  by  tbe  croira  of  £w- 
land,  aa  tbe  head  and  sovereign  of  the  firitisli 
empire.  This  fact  is  established  by  tbe  procli- 
mation  of  that  monarch,  made  and  gireo  bj 
him,  in  oonncil,  on  the  7th  of  October,  ITU. 
Among  other  extensive  colonial  provitioin,  H 
annoonoes  that,  "  whereas  it  is  joat  and  rcaws- 
able,  and  easential  to  onr  interest  sod  tb« 
security  of  onr  colonies,  that  tbe  eevenl  na- 
tions or  tribes  of  Indians  with  whom  we  ire 
coimeoted,  and  who  live  nnder  onr  prote«tiaii 
should  not  be  molested  or  distnrbed  m  the  pos- 
seerion  of  snch  parta  of  onr  dominiixis  and  te^ 
ritories  as,  not  naving  been  ceded  to  or  pur- 
chased  by  ns,  are  reserved  to  them  or  loja 
them,  as  their  hnnting  grounds  j  we  do,  there- 
fore,  with  the  advioe  of  onr  pnvy  coinidi,  de- 
clare it  to  be  our  royal  will  and  pleasnrn  thitf 
no  Qovemor  or  Oommander-in-0bie(  is  any  of 
onr  coloniea  or  plantations  in  America,  do  w*- 
some  for  the  preeent,  and  until  oor  bavur 
pleasure  be  known,  to  grant  vamnt  of  aa- 
vey,  or  pass  patents  for  any  lands  hej(»i  0» 
head  or  sources  of  any  of  the  riven  which  m 
into  the  Atlantic  Ocean  from  the  *^^ 
northwest,  or  upon  any  landa  whatever,  wwd, 
not  having  been  ceded  to  or  purcbiied  by  v, 
aa  a/oresiM,  are  reserved  to  the  s«d  Indisa^  « 
any  of  them."  . 

The  rights  cbumed,  and  the  rules  prannu' 
gated  by  thia  proclamation,  have  never  bctf 
questioned  by  any  of  the  colonies,  T^J  ''*[ 
monstrate  and  lay  before  the  world  tbe  gw" 
principle  and  lave  of  Indian  ralaiioM  wm  •" 
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whole  Engltah  nee,  whether  with  the  British 
crown,  the  ooloniea,  or  the  United  Stfttea ;  and 
th&t,  too,  from  the  flnt  Mttlement  in  our  coon- 
try  np  to  the  present  honr.  From  that  lime  to 
the  commencement  of  the  revolntionary  war, 
in  ITYB,  many  and  grievons  were  the  unposi- 
tions  and  injuries  committed  by  the  English 
Ooremment  against  the  clfums  and  rights  of 
the  thirteen  colonies.  Theee  colonies  lacked 
neither  the  Tigilanoe  to  see,  nor  the  ability  and 

~  it  to  set  down  in  order,  and  to  expose  to 
Englifih  nation  and  to  the  world  the  whole 
inventory  of  those  Injuries  and  impositions. 
Examine  the  entire  catalogius  <ui«l  jou  will  find 
that  the  American  patriots  of  those  times  have 
not  exhibited  one  allegation  against  the  crown, 
on  aoooont  of  those  claims  contained  in  that 
pTocUmatioD.  Golonial  vigilance  had  never 
uaeovered  in  them  any  infringement  of  colo- 
nial rights. 

The  Atlantic  States,  in  their  strnggle  for 
ezistenoe  with  Great  Britain,  faced  the  enemy, 
■nd  kept  a  steady  eye  on  their  powerfnl  adver- 
sary. They  did  not,  they  could  not,  look  to  the 
West,  imtil  snooesa  gave  some  paose  to  the  con- 
flict. After  the  declaration  of  independence, 
after  the  capture  of  Burgoyne.  and  after  the 
treaty  of  amity  and  defence  with  France,  the 
Continental  Congress  were  called,  by  the  min- 
ist^-  of  that  power,  then  newly  arrived  in  the 
United  BtateB,  to  deep  and  anxious  considera- 
tion of  the  western  boundary.  That  monarch, 
mindfiil  of  the  Bonrbon  family  compact  of 
1768,  bad  contracted  with  his  brother  of  Spain 
to  ooni^ner  from  Great  Britain,  by  American 
arms,  his  claims  to  the  western  re^ons,  relin- 
quished by  him  in  the  treaty  of  Paris,  to  the 
English  crown ;  and,  having  thus  obtained  all 
his  former  rights  nnder  those  cltuma,  to  trans- 
fer the  whole  territory  to  the  Spanish  monarch, 
■nd  thoa  mtite  in  that  crown  the  Jurisdiction, 
together  with  the  right  of  pre-emption  and  set- 
tlement, to  the  whole  valley  of  the  ItGsriiHippi, 
fi^Ha  ita  source  to  the  Gulf  of  Mexico. 

It  ia  true,  the  States  within  the  letter  of 
whoee  chartered  limita  this  territory  lay,  had, 
before  this  time,  moved  their  olahna  in  their 
legislative  deliberations ;  but  this  had  ever 
been  done  with  a  patriotic  view  to  nlterior 
meaanres  in  favor  of  the  whole  confederacy. 
In  Congress  it  had  been  looked  at  as  one  of  the 
resnlta  of  a  snoceBsfol  conflict  vritb  England. 
Vithont  knowledge  of  the  arrangement  of 
France  and  Spain,  JCnisters  had  been  sent  to 
both  these  powers,  to  nwotiate  tor  aids  in  the 
war ;  but,  at  the  same  tune,  to  claim  fbr  the 
United  States  the  centre  of  the  great  river  aa 
their  western  boundary. 

Among  the  States,  the  relinquishment  of 
8tat«  claims  to  the  "Western  territory  had, 
'with  sonie  of  them,  become  a  rine  qua  wm  to 
the  Union ;  and  unlesa  this  was  done,  protests 
-were  entered  against  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion. Congress,  on  the  6th  September,  17B0, 
"  Baolved,  That  it  be  earnestly  recommended 
to  sach  of  those  States  which  have  ol^ms  to 


the  Western  country,  to  pass  such  laws,  and 
give  their  delegates  in  Congress  snch  powera, 
as  may  remove  the  only  obstacle  to  a  final  rati* 
fication  of  the  articles  of  confederation,"  la 
furtherance  of  this  object,  Congress,  on  the 
lOtb  of  the  following  October,  '^Saohied,  That 
the  unappropriated  lands  that  may  be  ceded  or 
relinquished  to  the  United  States  by  any  par- 
tienlar  State,  shall  be  disposed  of  for  the  com- 
mon benefit  of  the  United  States;  and  be  set- 
tied,  and  formed  into  distinct  repnblican  Btatea, 
which  shall  become  members  of  the  Federal 
Union,  and  have  the  same  rights  of  sovereign- 
ty, freedom,  and  inde{>endeDce,  as  the  other 
States."  These  resolutions  of  Congress  flnal^ 
resulted  in  snoh  meaanres  in  the  several  States 
"  which  had  olums  to  the  Western  conntry," 
that  all  those  claima,  nnder  certain  reserva- 
tions, have  been  by  them  ceded  to  the  United 
States  for  the  great  objects  of  those  reeolu- 

Befbre  these  events,  and  while  the  war  waa 
in  progress,  the  French  JDnister  had  placed  bo- 
fore  Congress  the  right  of  his  royal  master  to 
reconquer  from  the  British  crown  the  "  West- 
em  conntrv,"  for  himself  and  the  king  of 
Spain,  and  hiad  inoated  on  that  right,  becanse 
that  country  waa  a  part  of  the  British  empire, 
and  a  fur  sut^ject  of  conquest  Oongress  re- 
plied, in  a  moat  able  paper,  said  to  have  been 
drawn  up  by  Mr.  Madison^  that  France  had,  by 
the  treaty  of  1708,  relinquished  alt  right  in  tbat 
country  to  the  British  king,  as  the  sovereign  of 
the  British  empire  in  America,  and  to  the  use 
of  his  British  subjecta  in  America,  and  not  to 
the  nse  of  snch  subjects  in  Europe.  The 
United  Statee  had  by  the  revolution  succeeded 
to  all  those  rights,  and  that,  therefore,  any 
dwm  of  France  or  Spain  to  that  conntry  would 
not  be  a  clum  against  Britain,  their  common 
enemy,  but  agoinat  the  United  States,  their 
friend  and  ally.  Notwithstanding  the  unan- 
swerable force  of  these  arguments,  France  and 
Spun  persisted  in  thdr  claims,  and  the  Spanish 
court  would  not  rec^ve  the  American  Minister. 
In  this  condition  of  our  affaira,  ao  aniiona  were 
some  of  the  States  to  obtain  the  suds  expected 
from  tiiat  moDorch,  and  to  secare,  if  possible, 
the  independence  of  the  United  States,  as  then 
settled  and  limited,  that  Virginia,  to  induce 
Spun  to  come  into  our  alliance,  did,  in  the  year 
1780,  instruct  her  delegatea  in  Ooogreas  to  pro- 
care  an  amendment  of  the  instruction  to  Mr. 
Jay,  directing  him  to  relinqnish  the  western 
boimdary,  ma  the  right  to  navigate  the  Miasis- 
rippi,  France  was  unwearied  in  her  efforts  to 
procure  a  reUnqniahment,  by  the  United  Statee, 
to  sll  claims  to  the  Wetrtem  country ;  and  at 
last  prevailed  on  Congress,  in  their  final  in- 
structions to  tbeir  MiniBters  in  Europe,  to  odd, 
in  reference  to  the  French  Ministers,  the  fol- 
lowing words  :  "  And  ultimately  to  govern 
yonradves  by  their  advice  and  opinion,"  Thfa 
clause  was  adopted  by  all  the  States,  except 
Delaware,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Massaohusetta.    These  States  would  vote  &»■ 
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notbing  which  might  impur  our  claims  to  the 
Western  conntiy,  and  toe  oavigatioii  of  the 
Mississippi. 

From  these  instmotions,  fortnnatelf  for  this 
ooQDtrj,  our  Mioisters  dared  to  deport.  Had 
they  oonclu<Ied  nothing  withoot  the  knowledge 
of  the  king  aad  Ministers  of  Franoe,  and  "nlti- 
mat«l;  been  governed  bj  their  advice  and  opin- 
ion," the  western  boundary  of  the  United 
States  would  have  been  fixed  on  the  highest 
ridge  of  the  AJi^hany  monntains ;  and  the 
whole  "  Western  ooantrj  "  agdn  placed  nnder 
the  inrisdiction  and  control  of  uie  Bonrboi 
fomi^.  The  English  Government,  aware  o 
this,  and  preferring  ns  as  neighbors  to  their 
northern  colonies,  let  the  fact  be  known  to  the 
American  Ministers ;  and  Adams,  Jay,  and 
Franklin,  without  being  governed  by  Uie  ad- 
vice and  opinion  of  the  royal^  of  France,  first 
had  and  obtained,  did  immediately,  with  the 
English  commissioners,  moke  and  execnte  a  pro- 
visional treaty,  not  onjy  acknowledging  onr  in- 
dependence, but  establishing  the  great  river  as 
a  western  boundary.  This  event,  when  com- 
municated by  Dr.  Franklin  to  the  Count  de 
Yergennes,  produced  his  angry  letter,  disclos- 
ing, at  once,  the  policy  kcA  intentions  of 
France  on  the  great  boundary  question ;  and 
the  reply  of  ^antdin  evinced  how  far  the 
American  philosopher  excelled  the  French 
courtier,  not  only  in  sonnd  policy,  but  like- 
wise in  "  a  point  of  bienseonce." 

The  House  has  been  detained  by  this  histori- 
cal sketch,  that  a  full  demonstration  might  be 
placed  before  us,  of  the  exact  political  condi- 
tion of  the  "  Western  country,"  m  relation,  not 
only  to  the  colonies,  but  also  to  the  Enropean 

Kwe™,  from  the  time  when  it  was  claimed  by 
ance,  to  the  date  of  our  definitive  treaty 
with  England,  by  which  all  claim  to  it  was,  as 
I  tmst,  forever  relinquished  by  those  powers 
to  the  United  States.  Bj  this  it  appears  that 
the  whole  olum  was  a  claim  to  the  right  of 
pre-emption  and  settlement,  whether  vested  in 
France,  England,  the  colonies,  or  onr  whole 
nation ;  and  it  moreover  appears  that  this 
claim,  once  vested  in  England,  by  the  common 
consent,  and  to  the  use  of  all  the  colonies, 
afterwu^  devolved  on  them  collective^  by 
the  revolution,  and  as  a  necessary  appnrtensnoe 
of  independence,  won  by  tlie  common  blood 
and  treasure  of  them  all.  Within  the  limits 
defined  by  onr  treaty  with  Great  Britain,  iH 
things  whatever,  which  had  theretofore  been 
vested  in  the  British  crown,  were,  by  our  inde- 
pendence, ip*o  faeto  vested  in  the  United 
States,  to  the  sole  nse  of  the  American  people ; 
and  that  treaty  did  neither  more  nor  less  Uian 
acknowledge  that  fact,  and  establish  a  aolemn 
covenant  between  tlie  parties,  to  govern  them- 
selves accordingly.  The  patnots  of  those  times 
in  each  State  not  only  acknowledged  thjs  great 
principle,  but  contended  for  it.  The  cessions 
of  the  several  States  never  conveyed,  and  were 
never  intended  to  convey,  any  right  to  the 
United  States,  not   already  vested  in  them. 


These  cessions  were  nevertheleas  made  open 
great  and  patriotic  conwderations,  worih;  of 
the  times,  and  the  men  who  made  them.  Tbey 


each  of  tliem  parta  of  a  great  systmi  rf 
faction,  made  and  executed  t« 
strengthen  the  Union,  by  extinguishing  fbrtnr 


allStatedums  to  the  right  of  pre-emption  ssd 

settiement  in  the  "  Western  conntry,"  and  iIin 
leave  the  United  States  in  the  unqne8ti<Hubl« 
exercise  of  all  the  rights,  in  that  rtsptxt,  is- 

J  aired  by  our  revolution  and  independenot. 
he  reservations  made  by  any  of  the  6tat«s  do 
not  controvert,  bnt  confirm,  these  priodplo. 
Provision  for  these  had  bMn  made  by  Cos- 
greea,  in  their  resolution  of  October,  ITHL 
Under  the  principle  of  that  resolution,  tiis  ced- 
ing States  might  and  did  reserve  so  much  isttr- 
eat  in  the  twritory  so  relinqmsbed,  as  wcmU 
cover  any  expenditure  by  them  made  vpoa  'A. 

By  the  prmciples  of  the  revolotion,  vnttd 
with  the  great  right  of  pre-emption  and  sSrle- 
ment,  and  by  the  cessions  of  the  seversl  Stito, 
disencumbered  of  any  conflicting  clum,  tlie 
United  States  have  gone  into  tiie  exerrise  of 
that  right,  for  the  common  benefit  of  til  the 
Umon.  They  have  by  treaties,  at  Tinoa 
tunea,  made  with  the  Indians,  the  ownei*  rf 
the  soil,  purchased  it  of  them  for  a  vthial^ 
cou^deration,  eitlier  in  hand  piUd,  or  by  annst- 
tiee  stipulated  to  be  paid  to  them  in  Kxniiig 
years.  By  this  process,  the  United  Stat«  ban 
changed  what  was,  in  1783,  in  them  a  loat 
right  of  pre-emption,  into  a  clear  and  uhotu*- 
tionable  title  of  soil  and  freehold  thrangW 
almost  tbe  whole  of  that  eiteuuve  region 
divided  into  seven  States  and  two  lerritoriw 
Large  tracts  of  these  lands,  so  scqnind,  ban 
been  sold  and  conveyed  to  tiie  people  of  tlw« 
States  and  territories ;  and  many  grsnts  ■mdc 
to  them  for  pnblio  purposes,  to  enoonracs  Mt- 
tiement,  ana  tbereoy  enhance  the  vuds  of 
lands  remaining  unsold,  as  a  oommtA  ftind,  md 
for  the  common  benefit  of  the  whole  niliM. 
These  lands,  so  remwnlng,  ore  one  part  ai  Cbt 
sntnect  now  under  consideradon. 

Another  part  of  the  national  domain  w»  ob- 
tained by  purchase  from  Bpain  under  vbd  u 
oommonly  called  the  Florida  treaty.  Il  <* 
pleasant  to  look  back,  and  call  up  the  coanets 
events  which  put  the  nation  in  pooesBOO  o( 
the  "  Western  conntry."  This  was  th*  pa^ 
chase  of  onr  first,  ani^  I  trust  in  Ood,  it  m^ 
be  the  pledge  of  onr  perpetual  union.  Zwj 
man  in  the  nation  paia  his  share  of  the  pm 
We  were  united  and  equal  in  the  toU  sad  ib» 
snooees.  In  the  name  of  jnstioe,  I  wi^  ^ 
could  so  regard  onr  aoqnisition  of  temtocj 
from  Spun.  That  nation,  stately  and  ^il^ 
in  every  thing ;  slow  even  in  her  revenge ;  W 
magnificent  in  purpose,  and  jnst,  when,  b»™< 
gone  through  all  the  forma,  she  arrive*  sltM 
time  of  doing  justice;  that  nation,  I  ■V>*J 
ample  justice  to  this ;  when,  after  ye»r»  nw 
years  of  delay,  she  rerannerated  our  wnnnj 
for  depredations  committed  by  •»WMlf  ^*? 
colonies,  on  property  owned,  and  long  dMuwi, 


dbyGoogle 


JunAXT,  1S30.3 

hj  dtiiena  of  the  United  States.  Justice,  un- 
pte,  magnificent  jniitioe,  wu  done  bj  Sptia  in 
that  treat; ;  bnt  nnforinnatelr  it  was  done,  not 
to  tboee  cittcena  claiming,  and  of  risbt  entitled 
to  receive  it.  So,  sir ;  it  was  done  to  the 
Doited  States,  the  agenta  and  tmsleea  of  those 
dtizena.  The  lands  ceded  to  the  United  Stat«8 
by  that  treaty  are  immenM,  and  of  nnknowa 
Tsloe.  The  mere  territorial  Jurisdiction,  ao- 
qaired  \>J  that  cession  on  the  east  side  of  the 
Missisei^i,  would  have  been  a  cheap  porohase 
for  the  United  States,  at  five  millions  of  dol- 
lars.    Wonld  yon  sell  it^  air,  for  twice  that 

The  United  States,  by  that  treaty,  sold  and 
retioqnii^ed  to  Spain  all  the  claims  of  Ameri- 
can citizens  for  all  depredations  committed 
by  Spanish  snl^ects  on  their  property.  Had 
our  oonntry  covenanted,  in  tbe  same  instru- 
ment, to  remnnerate  those  citizens  for  snoh 
depredations,  justice  mieht  have  been  done. 
Ttua  was  the  intention  of  Spain,  and  this  mast 
have  been  the  intenljon  of  the  United  States. 
The  supposition  that  those  depredations  could 
not  exceed  five  millions,  and  the  limiting  remn- 
neration  to  that  amoaot,  and  the  time  of  seek- 
ing it  to  so  short  a  period,  have  hronght  on 
those  dtizens  extensive  and  flagrant  injustice. 
Permit  me,  air,  to  demonstrate  this  assertion. 
Nearly  all  these  depredations  had  been  done 
before  1S07.  In  Jnne,  1B2^  when  the  time  of 
receiving  cltuma  had  expired,  and  the  five  inil- 
liooa  were  distributed,  the  interest,  on  that 
amount  of  claims  allowed,  exceeded  the  princi- 
pal. It  is  evident  therefore,  that,  though  five 
millions  were  paid,  much  more  than  five  mil- 
lions were  left  unpaid.  I  pass  over  all  those 
claims,  excluded  for  want  of  time^  within  the 
limita  of  the  treaty.  Their  amount  is  several 
millions.  Kot  less  than  two  hundred  thousand 
dollara  were  by  this  lost  to  me  and  those  with 
whom  I  was  concerned.  One  claim,  half  a 
million,  enunently  just,  and  distressing  in  its 
circnmstances,  has  been  before  this  House.  It 
was  tlie  fruit  and  the  reward  of  a  life  of  toil, 
peril,  and  disaster  in  Spain ;  bat  by  these  lim- 
itations, and  by  the  manner  prescribed  for  oon- 
dncting  Bueh  Dlmm%  it  was  lost,  and  a  very 
meritorious  fiunlly  are  left  dependent  and  dea- 
lt is  tharefore  seen  that  the  common  funds  of 
the  nation  did  not  purchase  one-half  of  Flori- 
da, and  the  other  extensive  regions  obtwned  by 
this  treaty  from  Spain.  If  jnstice  be  denied  to 
the  merchants  ta  the  Atlantio  cities,  from 
Kune  to  Georgia,  whose  funds  purchased  two- 
thirds  of  these  territories,  I  pray  yon,  sir,  do 
not  refuse  to  their  States  which  have  lost,  with 
them,  the  benefit  of  this  large  capital ;  do  not, 
I  say,  refuse  to  them  a  just  and  reasonable 
share  in  the  common  benefits  resulting  to  the 
United  States  from  this  purchase. 

The  otiier  division  of  the  pubtic  lands  was 
ooquired  by  negotiations  willi  France.  They 
comprehend  tlie  whole  region  conveyed  in  the 
cession  of  Lontsiana.    In  treaties  connected 
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with  this  cession,  the  United  States  contracted 
to  pay  to  France,  and  fbr  her  nse,  eighty  mil- 
lions of  francs;  and  virtually  to  relinquish  all 
dwms  of  American  citizens  on  that  Govern- 
ment for  all  demands  prior  to  April  80th,  1800. 
One-fourth  of  this  amount  was  agreed  to  be 
paid  to  such  of  those  citizens  as  bad  claims  of 
a  certain  description,  and  who  should  prove 
their  right  of  recovery  in  one  year  from  the 
date  of  the  treaty.  By  this  arrangement,  the 
United  States  received  from  France  an  Im- 
mense country,  in  jurisdiction  and  in  fee  sim- 
ple, toother  with  the  eicluuve  navigation  of 
the  Mississippi,  and  all  its  western  tributary 
streams.  For  this  the  United  States  piud  fif- 
teen millions  of  dollars  in  money,  and  relin- 
quished to  France,  I  will  not  say  as  much,  but 
certainly  one-half  as  much  mora,  in  claims  due 
before  April,  ISOl,  from  France  to  American 
citizens.  Nor  is  this  all.  In  the  Lonidana 
treaty  of  cession-  the  United  States  contract  to 
admit  the  vessels  of  Franca  into  tlie  porta  of 
that  Bta^  on  the  terms  of  the  most  favored 
nation.  Under  this  stipulation,  France  claims 
to  be  admitted  on  the  same  terms  as  British 
ve«aeU,  but  without  paying  for  it  the  equiva- 
lent pud  by  the  British  Government,  the  ad- 
misMon  of  American  vessels  into  French  ports 
on  the  like  conditions.  Under  this  claim,  and 
t>ecaase  tbe  United  States  will  not  so  admit 
French  vessels,  the  French  Government,  by 
way  of  of^t,  have  hitherto  refused  indemnity 
to  American  citizens  for  all  the  spoliations 
committed  by  their  armed  vessels  on  the  prop- 
erty of  our  merchants  ^ce  April,  1800.  It 
has  thus  come  to  pass,  that  Loniaiana,  though 
on  the  face  of  the  contract  costing  the  nation 
but  fifteen  millions  of  dollars,  has  actually  been 
purchased  by  a  further  sum  of  twenty  millions, 
p^d  by  American  merchants.  With  what  jus- 
tice, then,  can  genUemen  contend  that  the  At- 
lantic States  are  not  entitled  to  call,  and  call 
loudly,  for  sometbing  like  an  equal  apportion- 
ment of  the  benefits  resulting  tnm  those  l&nd^ 
when  the  property  of  their  merchants  has 
been  so  largely  sacrificed  for  the  purchase  of 
tbemf 

The  resolution  of  the  gentleman  from  Ver- 
mont (Mr.  Hdrt)  covers  &e  public  lands  com- 
prehended in  these  three  great  divisions,  and 
proposes,  without  looking  back  to  the  cost  of 
acquisition,  or  any  expenditnre  for  improving 
their  value,  to  introduce  and  establish  a.  system, 
which  will  give,  to  each  State  and  territory,  a 
share  of  the  proceeds  of  annuai  sales,  in  pro- 
portion to  its  oongressional  representation.  It 
IS  Intended,  by  the  amendment,  to  inquire  con- 
cerning, and  to  take  acoonnt  ot,  all  such  dispo- 
utions  of  any  of  these  lands,  and  all  such  ex- 
penditure of  money,  as  may  have  been  made 
to  any  of  those  several  Btatee  and  territories 
throughout  the  whole  region. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  have,  eb-, 
from  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war  till  this 
hour,  looked  on  the  public  lauds  as  their  own, 
and  eqnally  tiie  soil  and  freehold  and  inheri- 


dbyGoogle 


ABBIDGMENT  OP  THE 

DiHrOnSen  of  PtAtie  lAitdt. 


tanoe  of  each  tnS  every  one  of  them.  This 
clfum  has  been  kept  alive  and  inTigorated  bjr 
reminiscence  of  its  common  origin,  and  endear- 
ed b;  the  rarions  and  multiplied  appropriations 
from  year  to  jear  bj  ns  made,  at  well  for  them, 
to  their  ose,  as  for  the  universal  benefit  of  this 
great  national  inheritance.  When,  therefore, 
Uietr  title  is  dietDrbed,  their  ownership  qnes- 
tioned,  and  that  too,  bj  brothers  of  the  same 
family,  how  will  jon  quiet  the  coDtroversy  I 
Will  the  people  <£  the  old  States  quit  dsim  to 
the  people  of  the  new ;  and  that  in  sight  of  the 
graves  of  their  fathers,  who  won  this  refpon  as 
a  heritwe  for  all  their  deeeendantet  Why 
shonld  the7,  recreant  to  their  iUostrioiis  anoea- 
try,  disinherit  themselves  and  their  children  f 
Be  aaaored,  sir,  thef  will  not  while  man  is 
man,  and  earth  is  his  abiding  pboe.  Let,  then, 
every  effort  be  made  to  pat  this  question  at 
rest,  in  peace  and  by  fair  and  honest  legisla- 
tion. It  may  otherwise  remun  for  adjustment, 
by  a  prooesBj  and  in  a  tribunal  over  whose 
record  the  historian  shall  ahndder  as  he  looks 
at  the  leeend. 

Shoold  it  come,  and  without  something  like 
the  proposed  measure,  it  may  oome  to  the 
"  trial  by  battle ;"  should  it  oome  to  that  triaL 
who  will  live  to  say  the  world  ever  witnessed 
such  a  strife  of  arms  t  The  visions  of  fiction 
have  sometimes  arrayed  against  each  other  the 
most  endeared  relations.  Here  thoee  visions 
shall  be  embodied  and  embattled.  Not  only 
these  long  United  Btates  shall  sonder,  and  State 
against  State  fly  to  arms,  but  brother  and 
brother,  father  and  son,  meet  in  exterminating 
hostility.  Eye  to  eye,  or  hand  to  hand,  witS 
no  exchange  of  greeting  bat  the  rifie — no  salu- 
tation bnt  the  sword.  In  snoh  a  war,  shall  not 
the  last  red  man,  who  fell  by  ballet  or  bayonet 
lift  his  head  from  the  gory  sod,  and  gaze  and 
die  with  grim  delight,  while  looking  on  those 
whom  he  regards  as  the  apoilers  of  his  race, 
mingling  their  blood  in  implons  butchery,  on 
the  very  gronnds  of  his  fitthers,  and  in  a  most 
nnholy  strnggle  for  his  and  tbdr  plunder! 
In  the  noise  of  war  and  slaughter,  imaginatii 


shall  hear  the  long  buried  warrion,  the  Meta- 
oams,  the  Miantinomoa  of  other  fields  again 
mingling  their  war  whoop  with  the  cry  of  the 


white  man's  battie.  Hen  shall  see,  or  seem  to 
see,  grim  spirits,  the  ohieb  and  warriors  of 
other  days,  approaching  from  their  blessed 
hunting  grounds,  in  the  far  off  WesL  or,  if 
driven  thence,  from  "  some  happier  island  in 
the  watery  wsste,"  horsed  on  their  own  clouds 
in  red  brigades,  "  visiting  agiun  the  glimpsea  of 
our  moon,  and  making  the  night  of  war  and 
conflagration  more  horribly  hideous." 

Once  more,  sir,  and  I  have  done.  If  this 
amendment  do  not  prevail,  and  this  resolution 
is  adopted,  the  proviuons  of  it,  when  finally 
acHnsted  and  carried  into  full  op^ation,  will 
m^htily  BtreOjgthen  the  Union.  For  this  pur- 
pose the  cesaiona  of  it  were  originally  mode. 
It  has  been  said,  a  national  debt,  divided  and 
distributed  to  all  its  ownen  over  the  oonntiy, 


doee  form  a  cord  of  Union  not  eanly  brokw. 
It  may  be  so ;  bnt  what  is  that  to  the  ilmort 
infinite  number  of  cords,  lines,  and  ffl^m^ 
which  will,  by  the  provisions  of  this  sjitem,  ba 
wound  around  ana  unito  ns  together  1  G* 
tribute  to  the  several  States  the  aonail  pro- 
oceda  of  the  public  lands,  and,  en  ita  wa 
thither,  it  will  make  the  straight  way  biu^ 
the  rongh  road  smooth.  Travel  and  tmupw- 
tation  by  onr  present  vehiclee  will  be  lim 
and  expeditious.  When  we  have  inbodocM 
into  our  coontiy  the  inventions  already  in  o^ 
eration  in  others,  movement  &am  place  to  pIm 
may  be  so  rapid,  and  exchange  of  sodil  ud 
hospitable  intercourse  between  different  pirti 
of  the  whole  country  will  become  so  euy  mi 
frequent,  that  men  will  almost  forget  that  tbor 


great  repnblio.  By  roada,  by  rajlwsyt  or  tj 
canals,  by  land,  or  by  water,  the  prodnte  a 
any  part  may,  cheaply  and  with  expedition,  b 
placed  in  the  market  of  any  other. 

Distribute  to  every  State  a  fund  for  educa- 
tion, and  it  will  be  divided  and  sabdirided  iiU 
streams,  until  it  shall  reach  every  town,  tyaj 


village,  e 
thronghoo 


every   plantation,   farm^  and 

thronghout  the  United  States.  Let  the  peojilt 
once  taste  of  these  refreshing  stresma.andllie]' 
will  look  up  to  the  United  States,  thebeueH- 
cent  source,  and  regard  them  with  delist  loi 
veneration.  They  wonld  tnm  their  thoo^ti 
to  them,  as  the  inhabitants  of  andent  Egjpt 
did  thura  towards  the  foontaina  of  the  Hue; 
and,  thou{^  not  with  adoration,  yet  anretir  ** 
to  the  dispenaen  of  the  bleoringi  of  Heavco. 

When  thia  system  shall  have  gooe  into  Ml 
operation  over  all  the  land,  and  bat  cme  ga- 
eration  has  been  cnltivated  and  grown  np  dd- 
der  ita  fertilizing  nature,  no  denugogne  will  tra 
rise  up  in  onr  connt^  hardy  and  ittftntt 
enough  to  divert  or  obstmot  uie  oarreitt  of  it< 
progrees.  Shoold  a  man,  in  aftertime,  on  tliia 
floor,  move  to  appropriate  a  single  dollir  of^ 
ftand  to  any  other  pnTPose,  he  would  be  Iuhm 
tbxongh  the  country  oy  one  united  cry  of  »■ 
hoirence  from  every  man,  woman,  aad  tiaH  in 
the  nation. 

I^  therefore,  the  United  States  would  mtft 
the  inhabitants  of  every  distinct  district  of  wa 
territory  one  people,  a  nation,  united,  g**^ 
wealthy,  and  pro^roua,  let  them  prcme,  ua 
pnt  into  aaocessfol  opentiaa  in  eveiy  Su^ 
appropriate  fimda  fw  internal  in^ma^ 
If  onr  country  would  render  her  nnioa  ana  ^■ 
istence  perpetual ;  if  she  would  place  deep  ™ 
bread  the  foundations  of  her  prosperity ;  u  a» 
wonld  distinguish  herself  eminently  •1*"^: 
other  nations  of  this  or  any  ether  time;  tM 
let  her  draw  high  example  ftwn  Diniw  »■ 
nignity,  call  little  children  around  her,  I*" 
them  in  her  anna,  and  bless  them  with  ^  l* 
Bona  of  pure,  early,  and  efficient  instnetioc. 
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DEBATES  OE  OONGRESS. 


Javqabt,  1630.] 


[H.orR. 


Teuxsdat,  Jannarr  14. 
-    J)itrib»tion  o/J\iblie  Ltmdt. 

Hm  Houae  reeomed  the  oonaideration  of  the 
rMolntion  moved  bj  Mr.  Hunt  on  the  ITth 
December  ultimo,  propomng  a  distrtbation  of 
the  net  proceeds  of  ulee  of  pnbllo  lands  among 
flie  aeveral  States. 

The  qaertiott  reonrred  on  the  motion  made 
hj  Ur.  MuTin,  on  the  same  day,  to  amend  the 
•aid  reeolntloiL. 

Mr.  FxTTiB,  of  Hissonri,  Mud :  Were  he  to 
conanlt  his  owa  feelings,  or  hia  own  indirldual 
interests  on  this  floor,  he  shoold  not  trouble 
the  Hoose  with  one  word  more  on  this  aubjeot. 
Btit,  (add  Mr,  P.,)  when  I  see  a  measure  pressed 
with  all  the  powers  of  arvnment  and  of  elo- 
qaenoe,  the  conaeqaenees  of  which  will,  in  mj 
cminion,  he  highly  It^nriooa  to  the  State  which 
I  have  the  honor  to  represent — a  measare  which 
addreaees  itself  to  the  cupidity  of  the  people  of 
the  oU  States— to  the  worst  as  well  as  the  best 
passions  of  the  human  heart — a  scheme,  whose 
tendeacj  ia  to  mislead  and  corrapt  the  pahhc 
mind,  to  cripple  the  West,  and  to  fli  a  system 
of  intolerable  oppreseion  npon  the  new  States 
— I  abonld  Iw  recreant  to  the  interests  of  those 
whom  I  aerre,  faitliless  to  the  new  States  and 
to  m7  own  principles,  if  I  did  not  raise  my 
voice  against  it  These  considerations  con- 
ttrain  me  to  throw  myself  upon  the. indulgence 
of  the  House,  and  to  solicit  their  patient  atten- 
ti(«  to  the  views  which  I  shall  present  in  rela- 
tion to  this  Intereetinjr  sat^eot  Sir,  when  this 
reetdotion  was  first  offered,  I  was  not  disposed 
to  engage  in  a  disousaion  of  ita  merits.  Oonsid- 
mhg  it  as  looking  to  au  iuqniry  alone,  I  pre- 
ftrred  to  forbear  making  an;  opposition  nntil 
Bometlmig  more  niecifio  and  of  a  more  serioos 
character  should  be  presented  to  the  House. 
Tbe  Meadfl  of  this  scheme  have,  however. 


native  but  that  of  sbandoniug  the  oonteet,  or 
of  at  once  meeUngthem  in  debate.  They  have 
done  more,  sir.  With  the  intention,  as  it  would 
■eem,  of  forestalling  public  opinion,  of  gaining 
the  "  vantage  groimd,"  and  ot  inducing  a  belief 
that  their  argnmenta  werv  unanswerable,  they 
liave  intimated  that  those  opposed  to  the  reso- 


BoDtb  Carolina,  (Mr.  MabtivJ  but  dediue  aid- 
ing the  mala  qneation  involved.  Sir,  I  meet 
that  question ;  I  cannot  say  I  meet  it  boldly,  for 
I  know  the  argumentative  powers  and  the  elo- 
quence of  the  various  interests  which  this  reso- 
Intion  draws  to  its  support.  But  I  meet  it  in 
the  fall  confidence  of  the  correctness  of  the 
printdples  upon  which  I  rely ;  and  indulging  a 
hope  that,  if  I  fail  to  oonvince  this  House^  an 
intelligent,  Jns^  and  patriotic  people  vrill  ren- 
der a  pimeiT  deoiston  of  the  question,  I  take 
leave,  m  toe  outset,  to  repel  the  imputation  at- 
tempted to  be  eaat  upon  those  who  oppose  the 
reaolntion,  that  they  are  influenced  by  selfiedi 


considerations.  The  people  whom  I  represent 
derire  no  unfair  advantages.  They  ask  for 
nothing  bat  their  Just  and  equal  rights,  and 
these  they  are  deteimlned  to  maintwn.  I  trust 
that  my  oonduot  on  this  floor  will  not  only 
prove  that  1  request  no  more,  but  tbat^  in  the 
discussion  of  every  question  here,  I  shall  meet 
gentlemen  in  that  ^irit  of  candor  and  of  Mi- 
ness  which  shoold  oharacterixe  the  representa- 
tion ot  an  honest  and  patriotic  people.  Sir,  I 
will  most  ^oerely  pray,  with  the  gentleman 
from  Bhode  Island,  (Mr,  Bnseu,)  that  we  may 
catch  the  spirit  of  magnanimity,  of  conoesaion, 
of  forbearance,  and  of  disinterestedness,  which 
animated  and  inflneooed  the  fathers  of  the  Rev- 
[  will  go  with  him  to  the  altar  of  pa- 
triotism erectea  by  them,  and  there  freely 
aaorifioe  every  feeling,  either  selflsh  or  sectional 
— I  will  pray  that  the  oommon  interests  of  onr 
common  country,  of  oar  whole  country,  may 
alone  influence  us  in  all  onr  deliberations.  Sir, 
1  had  hoped  that  that  gentleman  had  long  rince 
made  this  sacrifice — I  bad  hoped  to  couuder 
the  gentleman  as  one  of  the  connecting  links  in 
that  bright  chain  which  connected  us  with  our 
UI>eral  and  patriotic  ancestors. 

Sir,  from  what  has  bllen  from  gentiemen  in 
this  debate,  from  what  I  have  ascertained  of 
the  views  of  members  on  the  anhject  nnder 
eonnderation,  I  have  been  astonished,  and  a 
tittle  amused,  too,  to  find  gentlemen  of  all  sorte 
of  political  opinions  supporting  this  resolution. 
Yes,  sir :  I  find  those  who  mointein  the  power 
in  the  General  Oovemment  of  making  roada 
and  oanala,  and  of  prori^ng  for  a  general  sys- 
tem of  edncation,  supporting  it  I  find  some  of 
those  who  deny  this  power  supporting  it ;  and 
I  see  that  description  of  politicians  who  are  in 
favor  of  a  compound  bans  of  oonstmotion.  I 
mean  those  who  are  for  splitting  the  differenco 
between  the  demands  for  power  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  denials  on  the  other,  also  rallying 
in  its  support.  I  find  another  description  of 
politicians  supporting  it;  those  who  express 
donbts  as  to  the  oonstitntion&l  power  of  Oon- 
gress  to  make  donations  of  the  public  lands  for 
any  purpose,  but  who  think  it  perfectly  olear 
that  we  nave  the  power  to  distribute  the  net 

Sroeeeds  of  tiie  puolio  lends  among  the  several 
tatea  for  the  porposee  of  internal  improvement 
and  of  education.  Not  the  least  amusing  of  all 
are  the  opinions  of  those  who  think  that  we 
have  no  power  to  distribnte  the  surplus  rev- 
enue (if  uiere  should  ever  be  any)  among  the 
several  States,  for  the  purposes  mentioned,  but 
who  also  think  we  have  the  power  to  distribnte 
for  the  some  purposes  the  proceeds  arising  from 
the  Bales  of  tLe  pabUo  lauds.  The  gentlemaa 
from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  BttOBAMAiij)  takes  a 
distinotion.  He  tells  na  there  is  a  manifest  dia- 
tinotioD  between  the  two  oases;  but  he  has  not 
thought  fit  to  p<nnt  it  ont.  Sir,  what  that  dis- 
tinction is,  I  cannot  oo^jeota^e ;  bnt  if  there  be 

.  a  distinction  at  aU,  it  is  against  the  geotieman, 
as  I  sh^  presently  show.    When  the  money 

.  oriung  from  the  eoLee  of  the  public  lands  is  paid 
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into  the  Treasnrf,  how  will  the  geotlemui  dis- 
tiDgnish  it  from  the  otbor  fimda  <tf  the  GoTern- 
mentf  Has  it  ear-mark!  Can  he  show  that 
the  eonstitiitioii  ^\t»  na  greater  power  over 
one  desoription  of  funds  than  it  has  over  an- 
other! Sir,  the  fnunem  of  the  constitution 
fonnd  it  necessary  not  to  restrict  the  power  of 
OongresB  in  getting  money  into  the  Treasar7, 
but  thej  have  limited  the  power  as  to  their 
getting  monej  ont  of  the  Treasnrj.  Thej 
granted  the  power  of  &p;ffopriatiDg  moaef  for 
the  pnrpose  of  carrTing  into  effect  the  powers 
of  the  Government  And  I  think  it  fair  to  pre- 
Bome  that  this  limitation  was  intended  as  a 
eheok  npon  Congress,  to  prevent  them  from 
oppressing  the  people  by  mmeceseary  taxation. 
It  was  doubtless  considered,  that,  if  the  power 
of  appropriating  money  ehonld  be  limited,  there 
was  no  necessity  of  restricting  Congrese  as  to 
the  qoantmn  of  revenue  to  be  raised.  Sir,  the 
doctrine  is  held,  that  Congress  can  appropriate 
money  for  any  purpose,  even  for  porpoBCa  over 
which  it  is  adcnowledged  they  have  no  oontroL 
The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems  to  ap- 
ply this  doctrine  to  the  caee  under  considera- 
tion, but  denies  its  force  in  relation  to  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  sorplns  revenue.  Now,  admit- 
ting for  the  soke  of  argument,  that  Congress 
has  the  power  to  distribute  the  surplus  revenue 
arisiDg  from  imporU  or  direct  tazatiOQ  if  you 
please,  among  uie  several  Btates  for  the  por- 
posea  of  internal  improvement  and  education, 
it  by  DO  means  follows  that  they  have  the 
power  to  distribnte  the  proceeds  of  the  public 
lands  for  these  purposes.  In  the  acts  of  oeeaion 
made  to  the  United  States  by  Yirginla  and 
North  Carolina,  are  the  proviuons  ezpreesed, 
"that  all  the  lands  so  ceded  to  the  United 
Stales  shall  he  considered  a  common  fund  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  such  of  the  United  States 
as  have  become,  or  shall  beoome,  memhen  of 
the  confederacy,  Yirginla  and  North  Carolina 
inclusive,  according  to  their  usual  respective 
proportions  in  the  general  charge  and  expendi- 
ture, and  shall  be  faithfully  and  ixma  fid^  dis- 
posed of  for  that  purpose,  and  for  no  outer  pur- 
pose whatever."  The  same  is  strongly  implied 
m  the  cessions  made  by  other  States.  At  the 
time  of  making  these  cessions,  each  State  had 
to  contribute  its  share  in  the  general  charge 
and  expenditure  of  the  confederacy.  These 
lauds  were  then  ceded  for  the  common  benefit, 
and  for  the  purpose  of  r^iiig  funds  for  the 
support  of  the  Gk>yemment,  so  as  to  Himiniah 
the  snm  required  by  each  to  snpiJy  the  com- 
mon treasury.  The  proceeds  of  these  lands  are 
oonsequently  directly  pledged  as  a  fbnd  ont  of 
which  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  then  exist- 
ing Qovemment;  and  I  ask  if^  under  the  old 
confederation,  it  would  have  been  competent 
for  Congress  to  have  dislribnted  these  funds  for 
the  purposes  named  in  the  reaolntion  now  un- 
der coQuderation?  If  not^  can  it  be  pretended 
that  Congress  under  the  present  oonstitutiou 
has  greater  powers  in  relation  to  these  landa 
than  it  had  during  the  confederation  t     Can 


they  change  the  objects  of  the  grant  1  If  they 
cannot,  what  becomes  of  the  distinction  ^N)kai 
of  by  the  gentieman  from  Pennsylvania  t 

I  have  allnded  to  the  conflicting  opinioutt 
the  snpporters  of  this  resolution,  not  Tith  ^ 
view  of  pressing  an  argument  on  conititDtiand 
grounds,  bnt  with  the  intention  of  Ibroviiii 
bach  on  their  original  prindpl«i, 
reasonable  gKoni 


influenced  by  feelings  d  ia- 
tereat  than  by  their  unbiassed  jadgmenL  Hu 
the  time  come,  sir,  when  we  are  te  blot  on 
and  begin  anew  1  Are  the  pnneipln  d  ill 
parties  to  be  abandoned  in  this  icrambte  for 
the  public  treasure  ?  Are  the  honest  opiniou 
of  the  people  to  be  brought  np  by  tiie  muni- 
ble  pittance  arising  irom  toe  sales  of  tbe  poblic 
lands !  Sir,  whenever  this  Govenunent  ibiD 
be  destroyed — whenever  this  blessed  Tiika 
shall  be  divided,  (and  the  gentlemin  inn 
Bhode  Island  says  he  expects  it  will  be  ncM 
time  next  summer,)  whenever  tyranny  tt  n- 
arohy  shall  be  our  portion,  the  faithful  hidenu 
will  trace  the  cause  of  auch  a  calsnutj  to 
schemes  like  this — to  schemes  which  lead  to 
oorrnpt  the  principles  aqd  feelings  of  tha  pod 
people  of  this  Union  by  the  money  of  the  G«i- 
erai  Government.  I  can  conceive  of  no  ttal* 
of  things  more  dangerona  than  that  which  will 
find  the  people  of  these  States  hxAiu  to  llx 
Treasury  of  Uie  General  GorenmieDt  alwe,  ei- 
peetingfrom  QiVt  soorce  tobefed,  ckitli(d,iBJ 
edncam;    and  ready  to  sorreoder  all  Uieii 


prindplea,  conatitnticmal  and  moral,  liv  tb  w 
c<aDplishmeiit  of  tfa^  objeota.  The  time  eecm 
already  oome,  when  gentlonen.  In  the  Ungug* 


0/  the  member  from  Horth  Carolina,  (Mr.  Put- 
TKB,)  are  determined  to  get  thur  share  of  evsj 

dollar  in  the  public  Treasnry, 

The  opponents  of  this  resolution  hate  iake* 
why  this  measure  is  pressed  npon  n^  while  tiie 
whole  subject  of  distributing  the  sorplM  rn- 
enne  among  the  States  has  been  aabmitted  m 
inquiry  to  a  Standing  Committee  of  this  H«wl 
We  have  received  no  answer.  Sir,  1 1^'** 
and  I  hope  the  gentieman  frtim  Rhode  tiai 
QSi.  BimaBs)  will  r^oice  with  me,  lh*t  the 
Prerident  bos  directad  our  attentJoo  to  the 
principles  npon  which  this  Govenunent  * 
founded,  I  am  glad  that  he  has  remindaiB 
that  there  were  hmitationa  on  the  Goven>i» 
— for  I  fear  that  some  of  as  would  ethevM 
have  foigotten  it.  Wo  hear  urged  thai  lh« 
lands  were  pledged  for  the  payment  of  ihe  m- 
tional  debt,  and  have  asked  why  this  labjed  ■ 
pressed  before  that  debt  shaU  have  been  pw 
— whether  gentiemen  intrad  to  prevent  ™ 
payment  of  this  debt  t  We  are  toW,  in  '*!"]'• 
that  they  do  not  expect  to  make  tie  distnb^ 
tion  nnta  that  debt  shall  have  been  pud;  M 
they  desire  to  have  an  faiquiry  made  W» 
committee.  Sir,  I  think  I  nnderetand  gf«» 
men.  I  admire  their  sldlftil  taotic*:  thejM- 
to  bring  the  subject  before  the  pnhlic;  u 
sine  the  direct  interuts  of  the  peapWi  v 
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new  StatM  are  abont  to  take  all  the  poblio 
lands,  when  tbey  wore  purchased  bj  the  "  com- 
fflon  Uood  and  treaaore  itf  Uie  oonntr? ;"  and 
in  tbia  war  to  «zeit«  a  ^r^ndice  wbich  will  de- 
mand that  the  duDribntion  shall  be  immediatelT 
made.  Tb«  mpporten  of  tiie  resolution  wiU 
then  have  accomplished  the  double  otject  of 
prerenting  in  part  the  payment  of  the  public 
debt  of  fixing  upon  the  new  States  a  sTstem  of 
grinding  <mpr«erion  in  relaticm  to  these  lands, 
and  that  <a  prevNiting  anj  liberal  mode  being 
adnrted  for  oi^Mring  of  tMee  lands. 

Tita  people  of  the  new  States  have  a  Jnst 
gronnd  of  complaint,  that  this  Government  is 
more  dose  and  rigid,  in  r^;ard  to  the  disposl- 
tic»i  of  tbeee  laoda,  than  an j  other  Govemment 
on  earth.  They  Jiistlj  contend  that  the  Got- 
emment  had  loat  sight  of  the  chief  object,  that 
of  setUing  the  oomitry,  and  looks  mainly  to  the 
money  that  is  to  be  made  from  its  own  sitiiena. 
Te  aak  yon  to  give  ds  relief  from  a  system 
which  onnnally  drains  the  new  Btat«s  of  their 
circulating  medium — a  system  which  will  for- 
ever keep  them  poor.  Although  the  grsdna- 
tion  has  been  by  the  gentleman  from  Rhode 
laland  (Hr.  Bcnasa)  anathemadied  in  its  very 


the  lands  may  be  mited  to  their  quality,  or 
tliat  a  rednotion  may  be  made ;  but  we  pray 
jon  not  to  adopt  the  principle  <^  this  resoln- 
tion.  If  this  be  done,  it  will  m  considered  the 
interesta  of  tbe  people  of  the  old  Btates  not 
only  to  relax  their  present  system,  but  to  adopt 
one  more  onerona.  They  will  force  their  rep- 
resentatives here  to  act  as  a  set  of  heartless 
q>ecalstors,  wringing  from  the  poor  cultivator 


of  tbe  soil  the  last  cent  of  his  eaminga.  It  is 
in  vain  that  gentlemen  say  to  oa,  adopt  tills 
our  system  of  distribntion,  and  we  will  give 


been  fixed  npon  oh,  we  cannot  escape.  Acoord- 
ing  to  the  fsmons  report  of  the  committee  at 
tbe  last  seasion,  "  a  more  ri^d  economy  "  will 
be  then  adopted  in  regard  to  these  lands.  Tee, 
idr,  I  am  one  of  those  that  fear  that  the  miun 
otdecta  of  the  prime  movers  and  sopporters  of 
tbis  reacdation  are  to  fix  upon  ua  this  rigid 
eocmomy,  to  prevent  the  growtii  and  setUement 
of  tbe  new  Btat«t,  and  to  keep  th^  popnlation 
at  home. 

On  die  6tb  Bept«nber,  1160,  a  Oommittee  of 
the  OongresB  reported,  and  the  report  was 
adopted,  "That  it  appears  more  advisable  to 
press  Qpon  those  States  which  can  remove  the 
embaiTBSsments  respecting  the  Western  terri- 
tory, a  liberal  mtremder  of  a  portion  of  their 
territorial  oMma,  since  they  cannot  be  pre- 
served entire  without  endan^^ng  the  stability 
of  the  confederacy ;  to  remind  them  how  indis- 
pensably neoMsaiy  it  is  to  establish  the  Federal 
TTnicm  on  a  fixed  and  permanent  basis,  and  on 
prindptes  aooeptaUe  to  all  its  rcepective  mem- 


ben  ;  how  essential  to  public  credit  and  confi- 
dence, to  the  support  of  our  army,  to  the  vigor 
of  onr  oonnoils,  and  success  of  oar  measures ; 
to  our  tranquUlily  at  home,  our  repntatdon 
abroad ;  to  our  very  existence  as  a  free,  sover- 
eign, and  independent  people;  that  they  are 
folly  persuaded  the  wisdom  of  the  respective 
legislatnree  will  lead  them  to  a  ftiU  and  impar- 
tial consideration  of  a  suttject  so  interestlDg  to 
the  United  States,  and  necessary  to  a  h^)py 
eatabbshmrat  of  tbe  Federal  Union." 

A  resoloticm  wss  then  adopted,  urging  the 
Btatee  to  make  the  oeanon-  Now,  ur,  can  any 
man  read  this  report  without  the  refieotion 
.arising,  that  if  the  holding  of  exten«ve  terri- 
tories by  any  of  the  States  endangered  the  con- 
federacy, and  made  it  unaeoeptabTe  to  all  its  re- 
spective ntembera,  that  the  same  inequality 
now  existing  among  the  States  should  strongly 
plead  in  £&vor  of  any  measure  which  should 
give  all  tbe  States  tbe  right  of  soil  to  the  pnb- 
Uo  lands  within  their  respective  limita.  If  the 
inequality  then  endangered  our  tranquiUity, 
"  onr  very  existence  as  a  f^ee,  sovereign,  ana 
independent  people,"  will  not  a  like  inequality 
now  be  attended  with  the  some  imminent  dsn~ 
ger  t  And  does  not  this  report  afford  powerftd 
arguments  to  show  that  the  new  Statee  shootd, 
in  fact,  be  placed  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  old  States  f    But  this  is  not  all,  nr. 

On  the  10th  October,  1780,  and  before  any 
State  had  made  a  oesdon  of  Its  territory,  the 
Oonsress,  with  a  view  of  offering  indnoements 
to  the  making  of  these  oesdona,  adopted  the 
following  resolution : 

"Retolnd,  That  tbe  ansppTapriated  landi  that 
may  be  oeded  or  relinquiBhed  lo  the  United  Btates 
by  any  parUcnlar  State,  pursuant  to  tbe  recominea- 
daUon  of  Congres*  «f  the  6th  fieptemder  last,  shall 
be  dispasedoflbrtlMcomnionbeiiefit  of  the  United 
States,  and  be  settled  and  formed  Into  disUnct  re- 


i  the  other 

Here  is  a  direct  pledge  that  the  lands  shall 
be  settled,  and  yet  the  main  object  of  the  Gov- 
ernment seems  to  be  to  sell  them  for  the  high- 
est price.  Here  ts  a  solenm  assurance  that  the 
temtory  shall  be  formed  into  distinct  republi- 
can St^es,  having  the  same  rights  of  sover- 
Ngnty,  froMom,  and  independence,  as  the  other 
Butee :  and  yet  the  other  States  have,  and  al- 
ways nave  had,  tiie  right  of  soil  in  every  foot 
of  poblio  land  within  their  limits,  and  the  new 
States  are  deprived  of  this  right.  Oall  you  thla 
equality  in  sovereignty,  treedom,  and  independ- 
ence t  Is  it  admitted  that  the  new  States  can 
extend  their  toxins  power  as  far  as  the  old 
States  con  ett«&d  their  power  of  taxation  t  la 
not  the  power  of  taxing  all  the  property  within 
the  State,  one  of  the  essential  rights  of  sover- 
^gnty  in  any  State  i  The  new  Btates  are  de- 
prived of  this  power;  the  old  States  poesesa  It; 
and  yet  it  Is  pretended  that  the  new  Statee 
have  the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  Iteedom, 
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■ud  indepcndeiioe,  u  the  old  States.  Sir,  the 
■rgament  is  prepoet«ronB ;  it  strikes  the  mind 
of  eve^  man  as  faUaoj,  tt  mere  delmaon,  to 
contend  that,  under  clrcmnstanoea  like  these, 
there  is  an  eqaality  of  soTereigntf, 

I  will  refer  to  another  sot  ctf  the  old  Oon- 
grtea,  to  show  their  opinion  opon  a  qaestion 
like  this.  Yes,  sir,  I  will  refer  to  the  prind- 
ples  of  that  Oongress,  altbongh  we  seem  to  be 
ronoh  wiser  thui  the?.  Wonld  to  God  we 
were  so,  in  tratb  and  in  fiwt ;  wonld  to  Ood 
we  were  half  so  disintereetad,  hslf  so  patiiotio, 
half  so  pare.  Sir,  if  some  of  ns  had  oaoght  the 
mantle  of  those  departed  worthies,  we  shoold 
seldom  be  found  engaged  in  seotional  oonfliots. 
Vo  ahonld  show  onnelTes  worthf  descendants 
of  worthy  anoeBtors.  In  1778,  the  States  of 
Rhode  Island  and  of  Jlew  Jenej  objected  to 
that  article  of  the  confederation,  which  pro- 
vided "  that  no  State  shall  be  deprived  of  its 
territorj  for  the  benefit  of  the  United  States." 
These  States  offered  amendments,  going  to  vest 
in  the  Uoited  States  the  tiUe  to  aU  the  lands  in 
ever?  State  which  belonged  to  the  crown  at 
the  commencement  of  the  revolution.  They 
nrged  then,  as  the  supporters  of  this  resolatdon 
nrge  now,  that  as  these  lands  were  acquired 
hj  the  united  effbrts  of  all  the  States,  thej 
shoold  belong  eqoallv  to  all  the  Statee.  That 
OS  they  were  aoqaired  by  the  "  blood  and  treas- 
nre  "  of  the  whole  oonntry,  they  Bhonld  be  iia- 
posed  of  for  the  common  beneQt  of  the  whole 
conntrj.  The  Congress,  however,  n^atived 
the  proposition.  Now  what  are  ve  to  suppose 
were  the  principles  of  the  Oongieas  I  Are  we 
not  irreaiiitiblj  led  to  the  ooncltuioa  ttiat  Oon- 
gress considered  it  would  be  imprcn>er,  unwise, 
and  unequal,  that  the  Federal  Qovemment 
should  bold  the  right  of  soil  to  the  public  lands 
within  any  State ;  that  such  a  course  wonld  in- 
terfere with  the  sovereignty  of  the  States.  This 
Idea  is  irresistible,  when  we  take  into  consider- 
ation the  fact  that  the  proposition  from  Bhode 
Island  and  New  Jersey  was  so  modified  as  not 
to  interfere  with  the  iorisdiction  of  the  reroeo- 
tive  States  over  public  lands  within  theor  lim- 
its. This,  then,  is  a  fnU  answer  to  the  argn- 
menta  of  those  who  inust  that,  as  we  have  the 
Jurisdiction  over  these  lands,  we  have  all  the 
essential  rights  of  sovereignly.  The  old  Con- 
gress did  not  think  so ;  and  everj  man  most 
at  once  see  that  there  is  a  material  differenoe. 

North  Oarolina  ceded  a  great  extent  of  ter- 
ritory, maldng,  however,  many  provisoes  in  her 
own  favor ;  and  the  territory  so  oeded  has  been 
ohiefij  appropriated  to  the  citizens  of  that  State 
who  settled  in  Tennessee,  and  who  had  military 
land  claims  in  the  latter  State.  The  General 
Qovemment  has  reoeived  but  little,  if  any,  p»- 
oouiary  interest  from  the  oesrion.  Will  the 
pwtple  of  North  Oarolina,  under  then  oironm- 
■tanoes,  sof^rt  this  reaolutiont  Can  thoy 
rapport  it  without  abaudcming  ^elr  oonstitn- 
tional  principle,  and  without  ^ving  up  their 
character  for  duioterestedneas  and  libwality  t 
I  think  not,  ur.    The  Bt«t«  of  Georgia  ceded 
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her  territory,  it  is  true ;  bnt  it  wis  for  i  fib 
oonsidaration  pud.  The  lands  recently  acqidral 
by  the  Umted  Statee  for  the  State  of  Gmi^ 
are  about  to  be  equally  divided  amraig  bw  nt 
izens  withoot  charge.  Will  sbe  nppwt  tidi 
resolution  I  I  know  she  cannot.  The  SttU  of 
Virginia,  if  her  good  (dd  prin<d[^  penoilud 
her,  mii^t,  without  re^oaoh,  inkst  tn  a  dun 
of  the  public  landa.  This  Btata,  as  ha  bM 
Justly  said,  always  foremoet  in  acts  of  mi^n- 
nimity,  generwdty,  and  patriotism,  will  not  ix 


1  a  ^stem  which  is  to  oomp 


Sir,  is  it  jnst  or  equitaUe  that  this  dinm 
should  be  made  aooardiiig  to  representttin  ia 
this  Hoosef  Is  it  fidr  tbot  we  should  loditt 
the  present  generation  alone,  and  not  to  pos- 
terity at  all !  The  State  tit  Uasouri  is  mtAj 
equal  in  territorial  extent  to  the  whole  of  Ktv 
England.  She  is  capable  of  wwtainiiM  a  pops- 
lation  eqnally  greaL  You  sell  all  the  piUie 
lands  in  the  new  States  in  a  few  years;  IGwoari 
gets  one-fortieth  part  as  much  as  New  E^iglsad; 
education  and  internal  improvements  ore  vd 
provided  for  in  New  England,  hot  better  tided 
m  Uiasouri ;  and  the  nmd  la  gone.  Ho*  b 
IGssonri  in  after  times  to  be  plaoed  («  an  eonil 
footing  with  the  New  En^d  States!  11m 
ineqnui^  is  mndi  more  ^aiin^^  when  «• 
again  look  to  tto  State  of  New  Tort  Tlw 
State  reserved  all  the  crown  lands  wittiii  ber 
limits ;  she  retained  that  i 
tensive  conutrr  towards  1__ 
She  has  sold  it  and  settled  H,  and  Ihcntiy  ^ 
ed  an  Immense  population.  This  ptqnlomi, 
having  grown  np  on  a  part  of  the  jnUic  do- 
main, and  whioh  they  nsM  for  tfanr  on  Iwb- 
e£t,  now  comes  in  for  an  eqnal  ahareoftba 
residne.  Sir,  this  State  should  be  amonpttlM 
last  in  this  Union  to  presa  this  meason.  U  ■* 
nqjusL  nneqaal,  and  iuaqoitaUe.  Tbe  nm* 
remarks  wiu  well  wply  to  OHutectim,  u 
Masaaohuaetts,  and  to  June. 

Bnt  to  return  to  the  resolutioo.  I  hare  wd 
that,  if  this  plan  be  caniod  into  efltet,  Oe  p«^ 
pie  of  the  new  States  m^  bid  adiea  tow 
prospect  of  over  havins  the  title  of  tbe  CuIh 
States  extingoished.  We  shall  then  bantbi 
rigjd  system  of  public  speenlatMS  find  q>«a 
we  shall  then  have  aalea  of  alt«ntte  » 


tions  made,  so  that  the  sale  and  m^tfV^ 
of  one  may  enhance  the  value  of  the  olMr. 
Sir,  while  gentiemen  have  been  i&dnlgin  ■■> 
tbdr  fine  feelings  of  philanthropy— vlu"."'*f 
are  pressing  this  reetdntion  forward,  witli  * 
view  rfdiweminatiiMC  uaafti]  knowledge  tam 
thepec^de,!  am  snrprised  that  a  Htdo  eoa^ 
oration  ahonld  not  have  been  bestowedtntw 
thonsanda  of  poor  non-freebdders  in  1«  "^ 
era!  States,  and  in  tiie  old  StatM^  too.  Wo^ 
not  thoy^adly  setUe  and  improve  your  »iM 
lands!  You  cannot,  fonooth,  en»N»  tM  w 
acquire  a  home  by  rodndng  tbe  pnoerfw* 
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public  Iflnda,  and  thus  elerate  them  to  the  rank 
of  the  most  nsefnl  and  happj  oitizens ;  but  jod 
propose  to  ednoate  them  id  povertjr  and  atarva- 
tioD,  and  thus  jaa  aharpes  their  setudbilities, 
and  maike  them  less  able  to  anstain  themaelTea 
nnder  thdr  own  instgnifioaaoe  and  degradation. 
When  we  reflect  on  these  thinga,  air,  la  it  dd- 
reaaonable  to  easpeet  that  gentfemeb  are  de- 
mrana  of  emptjing  the  pobllo  Treasorr,  so  that 
thej  may  611  it  in  a  way  more  to  th^  Uking? 
May  we  not  well  aappoBe,  with  the  gentlema 
from  Alabama,  (Mr.  Lbwis,)  that  the  friends  i 
this  resolntion  know  there  la  in  tbia  Union  .. 
tax-paying  people,  and  then  a  tax-oonsmning 
people  ?  May  we  not  tremble  for  the  principles 
of  onr  Government  when  we  see  appeals  to 
that  deaoription  of  popnlation  to  support  this 
meaBDre,  who  will  snpport  it  beoaoae  one  dol- 
lar is  paid  into  one  pocket  withoat  considering 
that  two  are  taken  oat  of  the  other  ?  Bnt  the 
other  day  the  proposltjon  of  the  gentleman 
from  Hassachoaetts,  (Mr.  Biobi^dson,)  to  nn- 
dei-take  a  system  of  education  by  this  Govern- 
ment, was  rejected  npon  the  gronnd,  aa  we  all 
aspposed,  that  the  Gk>Tenmient  had  no  power 
over  the  aubject.  So  soon,  however,  aa  a  di- 
viaioD  of  money  among  tlie  States  is  proposed 
to  effect  the  same  olgeot,  gentlemen  torn  im- 
mediately romid  in  its  snpport.  They  are  will- 
ing to  do  indirectly  what  they  di^e  not  do 
directly, 

Bir,  if  there  be  gentlemen  here  who  de^re  to 
ease  the  Treasury  of  its  masses  of  wealth,  I  beg 
leave  to  recommend  that  they  pay  the  jost 
claims  npon  this  Government.  If  thej  are  at 
any  loss  to  know  what  is  to  be  done  with  their 
money,  I  point  them  to  the  war-worn  soldier 
ot  the  RevolnUoo,  and  say,  pay  that  debt  of 
jostice  and  of  gratitnde.  Sir,  when  I  see  a 
poor  old  solder  of  the  Revolntioa  pennilesa, 
hooseleaa,  comfortless;  when  I  listen  to  his 
tales  of  heroio  valor,  and  witness  the  ardor  of 
his  patriotism,  and,  at  the  same  time,  reflect  on 
the  wild,  splendid,  and  expensive  schemes  of 
thia  Government,  I  have  turned  away  with  a 
bleeding  heart,  and  blushed  for  the  honor  of 
my  conntry. 

Another  refiecUon  has  occorred  to  me.  I 
look  upon  the  system  proposed  to  be  establish- 
ed by  thia  resolntitjn,  as  an  anti-emigration  sys- 
tem— a  system  which  is  intended  to-  check  the 
growth  of  the  West  HflH  it  come  to  this,  air? 
We  have  had  American  systems — anti-slavery 
Eystems — and  systems  the  Lord  knows  what;  and 
now  we  are  to  have  an  an ti- emigration  system  to 
cripple  the  West,  and  to  prevent  the  poor  of  the 
Kflst  from  going  to  the  West,  and  cultivaling 
the  fertile  lands  of  the  West.  Money  is  to  be 
divided  among  them  at  home — they  are  to  be 
educated  at  home,  and,  I  suppose,  starve  at 
liome.  Do  yon  fear  the  increased  and  increas- 
ing power  of  the  West!  I  hope  noL  Tliat 
power  ia  your  power ;  it  is  the  power  of  the 
whole  country,  and  shonld  not  be  feared  by 
any  part. 

Sir,  I  have  done.    I  have  spoken  what  I  be- 
VouX— « 
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lieved  to  be  the  sentimenta  of  the  people  whom 
1  serve.  I  believe  they  cannot  be  Donght  up  in 
the  support  of  this  reaolntion  by  any  anm, 
much  IcBB  the  p^try  and  pitiful  snm  whieh 
woold  fall  to  their  share  nnder  this  distribn- 
tiou.  I  beg  pardon  of  the  committee  for  thus 
detaining  them.  But  coming,  as  I  do,  from  a 
new  State — being  the  sole  representative  of  a 
new  State,  whose  intereata  I  think  are  vit^y 
intereeted,  I  felt  myself  oonstruned  to  ent«r 
into  this  disoussion. 

The  Jildieiary. 

The  bin  eetcAlishing  Cirviut  Ooorte  and 
abrid^g  the  JuriadicUou  of  the  District  Oourta 
in  the  diatricta  of  Indiana,  Illinoia,  Missouri, 
Mississippi,  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana, 
and  the  Southern  district  of  Alabama,  being 
under  consideration, 

Ifr.  BuoBAKAK  rose,  and  said : 

Mr.  Ch^rman :  It  becomes  my  duty  to  pre- 
sent to  this  committee  the  reasons  which  in- 
dnoed  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciary  to  re- 
port the  bill  to  the  Honse  wliich  has  just  been 
read.  In  rising  to  discharge  thia  duty,  I  feel 
oonscioQS  that  the  subject  is  in  its  natare  di? 
and  uninteresting ;  bnt  its  importance  deman<u 
the  attention  of  every  member  of  this  commit- 
tee. In  vain  may  we  pass  the  most  wise  and 
salutary  laws,  unless  we  provide  an  efficient 
jndiciary  to  carry  their  blessiogB  and  their  ben- 
efits home  to  the  people.  Without  sach  a  ju- 
diciary, they  remain  a  dead  letter  npon  onr 
statnte  book. 

This  bill  proposes  no  new  theory — no  untried 
experiment.  It  porsues  the  courae  which  has 
been  sanctioned  by  long  experience.  The  Com- 
mittee on  the  Jndiciary  did  not  seek  to  be  wiser 
than  those  who  have  gone  before  as.  This  bilL 
therefore,  provides  nothing  new  for  Uie  old 
States  of  the  Union.  It  merely  extends  to  the 
new  Western  States  that  judicial  system  which 
has  been  fbond  to  he  folly  adequate  to  admin- 
iater  justice  to  all  the  States  east  of  the  AUft- 
ghany. 

Before  I  proceed  to  lllostrate  the  neoesntr 
of  this  measure,  it  is  perhaps  proper  that  I 
shonld  briefly  present  to  the  committee  some 
of  the  prominent  points  of  the  judicial  history 
of  the  United  States.  Our  present  system  waa 
called  into  existence  by  the  judicial  act  of  Sep- 
tember, 1789  ;  and  it  demonstrates  the  wisdom 
and  aagaoity  of  the  Oongress  of  that  day,  that 
they  should,  at  the  very  first  attempt,  have 
adapted  a  system,  which,  vrith  but  few  altera- 
tions, has  stood  the  test  of  an  experience  of 
forty  years.  Under  that  act  the  United  States 
was  divided  into  thirteen  districts,  for  each  of 
which  a  district  judge  was  appointed,  who  was 
required  to  reside  Uierein,  and  to  hold  a  court 
to  be  called  a  district  court.  These  district 
conrts  were  entirely  independent  of  each  other. 
Eleven  of  these  thirteen  districts,  consisting  of 
the  eleven  States  which  were  then  members  of 
the  Union,  were  divided  into  three  circoite. 
These  wwe  called  the  eastern,  the  middle,  aod. 
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Hie  sonthem  circnita.  The  eaotera  oircnit  was 
composed  of  the  States  of  Nov  Eam^hire, 
UuBachnsette,  ConnecticDt,  and  New  York; 
the  middle,  of  the  States  of  New  Jereej,  Peim-- 
^Irania,  Delaware,  Maryland,  and  virpnift; 
and  the  sontheni,  <»  the  States  of  Boath  Oaro- 
lina  and  Geoi^a.  The  Temaining  districts  of 
Hune  and  Kentnckj,  not  then  memhera  of  the 
tTnion,  were  not  embraced  in  any  cirouit ;  but 
tlieir  district  courts  were  invested  with  the 
powers  of  a  circnit  court. 

Under  this  act,  the  Supreme  Conrt  of  the 
United  States  consisted  of  a  chief  justice  and 
five  associate  justices. 

In  each  district  of  these  tliree  cironit&,  a  cir- 
cnlt  coort  was  directed  to  be  held  twice  m  each 
year,  to  be  composed  of  any  two  justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  and  the  judge  of  the  district. 

In  Jnne,  1790,  the  States  of  Bhode  Island 
and  North  C&roiinBj  and  in  March,  ITSl,  that 
of  Vermont,  came  into  the  Union,  The  dis- 
'Mots  of  Rhode  Island  and  Vermont  were  at- 
tached to  the  eastern,  and  that  of  North  Caro- 
lina to  the  southern  circuit. 

The  committee  will  observe,  that  the  act  of 
1769  did  not  assiKn  the  jnstices  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  to  particular  circuits,  but  intended  that 
they  should  alternate  in  holding  their  oircnit 
oonrtfi.  It  was  soon  found  to  be  impracticable 
for  them  to  perform  the  oircnit  duties  required 
by  this  acL  Under  its  operation,  the  six  Jus- 
tices of  the  Supreme  Court,  bendes  the  per-. 
fonnance  of  their  duties  in  bank,  were  required, 
in  pairs,  to  hold  circnit  oonrts  twice  in  each 
year,  thron^ont  the  three  oironits  which  em- 
braced all  the  States  of  the  Union.  In  1793, 
they  addressed  the  President  of  the  United 
Stetes  upon  the  subject,  who  lud  their  commu- 
nication before  Congress.  This  produced  the 
act  of  March,  1793,  which  declared  that  any 
one  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  with 
the  Judge  of  the  district,  shoold  compose  the 
circuit  court  This  act,  by  dividing  their  du- 
ties, diminished  thur  circuit  labors  one-half^ 
and  enabled  them,  without  difficulty,  to  attend 
bU  the  circnit  oourts. 

Thus  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States  con- 
tinued to  be  organized  until  the  passage  of  the 
famous  act  of  February,  1801.  This  act  pro- 
duced great  excitement  throughout  the  coun- 
try at  the  time  of  its  passage  and  met  with 
Btoong  public  <Usapprobation.  It  withdrew  the 
justtoes  of  tiie  Supreme  Oonrt  from  the  per- 
fbnnance  of  circuit  duties,  and  m*de  them  ex- 
dnnvely  an  appellate  tribnnsL  Under  its  pro- 
visions, the  United  States  were  divided  into  dz 


each  or  the  first  five  of  these _„ 

the  sixth  circnU,  which  consisted  of  the  dis- 
tricts of  Esst  and  West  Tennessee,  Kentaoky, 
and  Ohio,  only  one  circuit  judge  was  appoint- 
ed ;  who,  together  with  the  district  judges  of 
Tennessee  and  Eentncky,  composed  the  court 
Ibrthat  circuit.  The  district  courts  Uirooghont 
this  circnit  were  abolished,  and  their  duties 
were  transferred  to  the  circnit  court     Such 


wss  the  provimon  whidi  tiiis  act  made  for  tb 

Krfbrmanoe  of  these  drout  duties,  wUdi  had 
en  ably  and  sMiafaotcaily  discharged  brllu 
six  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  pieriontto 
itspassage. 

The  act  of  IBOl  had  hut  a  brief  voAsMt. 
It  was  svept  from  the  statute  book  in  Sttk 
more  than  one  year  after  it  became  a  Is*,  \q 
the  repealing  act  of  March,  1602.  M  flu 
judges  created  under  it  were  thus  legidUed  oat 
of  office.  This  has  been  called  a  lugh-liuiM 
proceeding,  and  it  Is  one  which  on^t  uero'ts 
be  resort^  to  except  in  extreme  c*h*;  bet 
yet,  in  my  opinion,  experience  has  justified  lb 
measure,  and  has  proved  that  such  sn  eitrtme 
esse  then  existed.    But  more  of  this  herealUf. 

In  April,  1603,  the  judicial  system  wta  re- 
organized, and  placed  upon  the  foondstiaii  on 
which  it  now  rests.  The  old  thirteen  Butei, 
together  with  Vermont,  were  divided  inio  ai 
circuits :  the  first  composed  of  the  Ststee  of 
New  Hampshire.  Uassaohusetts,  and  BtwdsU- 
and ;  the  second,  of  the  States  of  ConnecticDV 
New  York,  and  Vermont ;  tlie  third,  of  K(« 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania ;  the  fourth,  olHtij- 
land  and  Delaware ;  the  fifth,  of  Virginii  nd 
North  Carolina ;  and  the  sixth,  of  Bonlb  Ouo- 
lina  and  Georeia.  These  circuits  have  sw 
sinoo  continued  the  same,  except  that  IbitA, 
since  its  admiaraon  into  the  Union,  has  bta 
annexed  to  the  first  circuit  This  act  w»4e 
first  which  asugned  to  each  Justice  (tf  the  Es- 
preme  Court  a  particular  circuit  Fran  Ikt 
passage  of  the  Judicial  act  of  1739,  until  tU  a 
April,  1802,  the  justices  of  the  Supiwne  Owt 
alternated  and  travelled  over  all  the  dRsiki 
Slnoe  that  time,  each  one  of  them  bis  ben 
confined  to  a  ringle  circuit  The  set  of  IM 
proceeded  still  ftuther,  and  recwniied  the  prin- 
dpie  that  the  JostioeB  of  the  6nprtnie_  CDort 
ought  to  redde  within  thdr  respective  oraia 
At  the  date  of  its  passage^  four  of  the  j'^'''* 
resided  within  the  circuits  to  which  it  udgM 
them.  Upon  the  redgnation  of  Mr.  JoAitt 
Moore,  in  1804,  whose  residence  wu  is  us 
fifth,  but  who  was  assigned  to  the  nitb  drev^ 
the  present  Mr.  Justice  Johnston  wss  ifUXlir 
ed  his  enoceesor.  Ever  dnce  that  time,  sH  "M 
justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  hsts  nsw* 
within  their  respective  cironits,  exc^ttbelA 
Judge  Vsshingtcm.  And  of  that  Ismoltf 
judge,  permit  me  to  say,  that  >lthoa^h*|| 
the  citizen  of  a  Btat«  oat  of  the  limiti  of  w 
dredt  yet  his  jndidal  character  «*'^*i? 
as  high  estimation  by  tbo  people  of  "^""^ 
vanio,  as  will  be  that  of  any  man  whs  dull 
probably  ever  become  hia  snooessor. 

Kentaoky,  which  beooine  a  State  of  tM 
Union  in  itfla,  and  Tennessee  in  I'*' *f* 
not  embraced  witlun  the  dmnila  creeted  ^ 
the  act  of  1808.  Each  of  them  oonliDiMd  » 
have  a  district  court,  which,  in  addiiioii  low 
ordinary  powers  of  such  a  oonrt,  wis  "^'Jjr 
with  the  jurisdiction  of  a  drcnit  coort.  o™ 
became  a  member  of  the  Union  in  IBM ;  ■» 
in  Fehmary,  1807,  Omgreas 
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eaih  oireoit,  to  caaoMt  of  the  Btatoa  of  Een- 
taok;,  TeDneaaee,  Aid  Ohio.  Under  tiiis  act, 
ft  nAh  uaoolato  justice  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
was  ftppointed,  to  reride  within  the  sereoth 
drceit,  and  to  hold  the  circuit  oonrta.  Thia 
drmit  haa  alwaja  boea  too  eitennre,  and  the 
dntiee  of  the  judge  have  ever  been  too  laborions 
to  be  performed  by  anj  one  man. 

After  the  passage  of  the  act  of  1807,  each  of 
tite  d^teen  States  which  thea  oomposed  the 
Federd  Union,  was  proTided  wiUi  a  cironit 
conrt  That,  act,  in  uiia  reapeot,  placed  them 
all  npoD  an  eqaal  footing. 

Snea  the  jear  1607,  six  new  Statea  have 
been  added  to  the  Union :  Loniaiana,  in  1819 ; 
Indiana,  in  1816 ;  UiBautdppi,  in  1S17 ;  Ulinofs, 
in  1816;  Alabama,  in  1819;  and  UiMonri,  in 
1831. 

The  porpoee  of  this  bill  ia  to  extend  the  clr- 
cnit  oonrt  syetem  to  theae  new  Statea ;  and,  in 
doing  ao,  to  make  soch  an  arrangement  of  the 
two  new  oircnita  which  it  proposes  to  establish, 
aa  will  enable  the  courts  to  transact  the  bnu- 
nen  of  the  States  of  Ohio,  Keatocky,  and  Ten- 

Before  I  proceed  to  diMOse  the  merits  of  this 
bill,  it  ia  neoeiiinry,  to  a  oorreot  nndentanding 
of  the  subject,  twt  I  shonld  preeent  to  the 
committee  the  great  ontJines  of  the  jnrisdiction 
(tf  the  oircnit  ooorts  of  the  United  States.  I 
need  aoarelj  repeat,  that  thej  are  oomposed  of 
one  of  the  jnstloes  of  the  Supreme  Ooort  and 
the  Jadge  of  the  district  in  which  they  are  h«Id. 
They  do  not  possess  original  jnrisdiction  in  any 
case,  unless  the  som  in  oontrorersy  exceeds  Ave 
hondred  dollars.  Above  that  amount  they 
bare  nnlimited  original  oognicance,  cononrrent 
with  tlie  oonrte  of  Uie  BSTeral  Statea,  (rf  all  suits 
of  a  civil  nature,  at  common  law  or  in  equity, 
in  which  the  United  States  are  pl^ntiffs,  or  in 
which  an  alien  is  one  party,  and  the  citizen  of 
s  State  the  other ;  or  in  which  the  oontroversy 
ia  between  a  citizen  of  the  State  where  the  soit 
ia  brought,  and  a  citizen  of  another  State.  If 
an  alien  In  sued  in  a  State  ooort,  by  any  State 
or  the  dtJzen  of  a  State,  or  if  the  citizen  of 
anoUter  State  i>e  sued  in  a  State  court  by  a  cit- 
izen of  the  State  in  which  the  suit  is  brought, 
the  defendant  in  either  case  may  remove  the 
eaose  into  the  circuit  ooort  of  the  United 
States.  The  jurisdiction  of  the  drouit  court 
also  extends  to  oontroversiea  between  citizens 
of  the  same  State,  cMming  lands  under  grants 
of  diffarent  Statee ;  and  causes  of  this  nature 
may  be  removed  by  either  party  from  the 
courts  ofthe  States  into  the  oiroait  court.  Be- 
rides  this  extended  original  jurisdiction,  the  i^ 
onit  oonrta  are  ooorts  of  I4)peal,  in  which  the 
judgments  and  decrees  of  the  district  courts  may 
be  renewed,  in  all  idvil  oases  in  which  the  sum 
in  oonteovei^  exeeeda  fiffy  dollars.  When  we 
oondder  that  the  dutrict  oonrta  "  hSTQ  eiclu- 
Bive  original  oognizanoe  of  all  dvil  causes  of 
admiralty  and  maritime  JoriBdiotdoD,"  this  nn- 
(fle  branoh  of  thtir  power  must  be  the  frnitftil 
oonroe  of  many  ^»pe>ls  to  the  circuit  ooorts. 


The  Judgments  or  decrees  of  the  cironit 
courts  are  final  and  oonolnsiTe  in  all  oases  in 
whioh  the  amonut  in  oontroveray  does  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  doUara,  nnless  when  the  two 
jndgee  who  oompoee  them  are  divided  in  opin- 
ion upon  some  point  whioh  may  hare  arlsea 
doling  the  trial. 

The  oircnit  courts  also  posBesa  exdoMve  orig- 
inal jnrisdictdon  of  all  orimes  of  an  aggravated 
nature  committed  againBt  the  Unitea  Statea; 
and  they  have  concurrent  Jurisdiction  with  the 
district  courts  of  all  other  offenoee.  Their 
judgments  in  all  criminal  oases  are  conduaive, 
unless  the  judges  are  divided  in  opinion.  If 
there  has  been  such  a  dividon  between  them, 
either  in  a  dvil  or  crimina]  osse,  the  point  of 
disagreement  may  be  oertified  to  the  next  Su- 
preme Court  for  a  finHl  decision. 

Bavins  thus  given  a  bssty  sketch  of  the  his- 
tory of  the  Judiciary  of  the  United  States,  and 
of  the  iarisdiotion  of  the  dronit  oonrts  whioh 
this  biU  proposes  to  extend  to  the  dx  new 
States  of  the  Union,  I  shall  now  proceed  to 
present  the  views  of  tiie  Oommittee  on  the  Ju- 
diciary in  retetioo  to  this  important  sutgect 
In  doing  this.  I  fed  that,  l>efore  I  can  expect 
the  passage  of  the  bill,  I  mnst  satia^  the  com- 
mittee, firat,  that  such  a  change  or  modification 
of  the  present  Jndioiary  system  ought  to  be 
adopted,  as  will  place  the  Western  States  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  other  States  of  the 
Union  ;  and,  seoond,  that  the  present  bill  con- 
tains the  t^est  provisions  whicn,  under  all  the 
circumstances,  can  be  devised  for  oooomplish- 
ing  this  pnrpoae. 

And  drat,  in  regard  to  the  States  of  Ohio, 
Kentucky,  and  Tennessee.  It  m^  be  said  that 
the  existing  law  has  already  established  oircnit 
courts  in  these  three  St^es,  and  why  then 
should  they  complain  I  In  answer  to  thia  ques- 
tion, I  ask  gentlemen  to  look  at  a  map  of  the 
United  States,  and  ezsmine  the  extent  of  thia 
olronit.  The  distsaoe  which  the  judge  is  eom- 
pelled  to  travd,  by  land,  for  the  pnrpoae  of  at- 
tending the  different  dronit  courts  is  of  itself 
almost  soffloient,  in  a  few  years,  to  desbvy  any 
common  oonstttution.  From  Columbus,  in  Oliio, 
he  proceeds  to  Frankfort,  in  Kentnckf ;  from 
Franttfort  to  Nashville;  and  from  HashviUe, 
across  the  Oumberlsnd  mountain,  to  Knoxville. 
When  we  reflect  that,  in  addition  to  his  attend- 
ance of  the  courts  in  each  of  these  States,  twice 
in  the  year,  he  is  obliged  annually  to  attend 
the  Supreme  Court  in  Washington,  we  must  all 
admit  that  his  labors  are  very  severe. 

This  drouit  is  not  only  too  extensive,  bat 
there  is  a  great  press  of  Judicial  business  in 
each  of  the  States  of  wtiioh  it  is  composed.  In 
addition  to  ^e  ordinary  sources  of  litigation  for 
the  cironit  ooorts  Utrougiiout  the  Union,  par- 
ticular causes  have  existMlfor  its  extraordinair 
Bccumnlation  in  each  of  these  States.  It  wiU 
be  reoolleoted  th^tmder  the  oonstitution  and 
laws  of  the  United  States,  the  drouit  eonrta 
may  try  land  oansea  between  citizens  of  the 
same  State,  provided  they  olaim  under  grants 
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from  different  Btatcs.  In  Tennewee,  grants  un- 
der that  State  and  the  State  of  North  O&rollna, 
for  tbe  same  Und,  often  come  into  conflict  in 
tbe  circnit  conrt.  The  interfering  granta  of 
Viivinla  and  Eentnk;^  are  a  frnltful  sonrce  of 
bnsmesa  for  the  oircnit  oonrt  of  Kentucky. 
These  caasoa,  from  their  very  natnre,  ore  diffi- 
cult, and  important,  and  mnat  occnpy  mnch 
^me  and  attention.  Within  the  Yirginia  mili- 
tary district  of  Ohio,  there  are  also  many  dis- 
puted land  titles. 

Another  csnse  has  oontribnted  much  to  swell 
the  bcsineas  of  the  circuit  conrt  of  Kentucky. 
The  want  of  confidence  of  the  citizens  of  other 
States  in  the  Jndicial  tribnnals  of  that  State,  has 
greatly  added  to  the  nmnber  of  snita  in  the  cir- 
cuit conrt  Many  pluntifTs,  who  could,  witb 
greater  expe^tlon,  nare  recovered  their  de- 
mands in  the  conrts  of  the  State,  were  oom- 
pdled,  by  the  impolitic  acts  of  the  State  Le^i»- 
Ifitare,  to  reeort  t«  the  oonrt  of  the  United 
State.  Whilst  these  laws  were  enforced  by  the 
State  conrt,  they  were  disregarded  by  those  of 
the  Union.  In  roafcing  these  remarks,  I  am 
confident  no  representative  from  that  patriotic 
State  will  mistake  my  meaning.  I  re|oioe  that 
the  difficnides  are  now  at  an  end,  and  that  the 
people  of  Kentucky  have  discovered  the  minons 
policy  of  interposing  the  arm  of  the  law  to 
shield  a  debtor  from  the  just  demands  of  his 
creditor.  That  gallant  and  chivalrous  people, 
who  possess  a  finer  soil  and  a  finer  climate  than 
any  other  Slate  of  Uie  Union,  will  now.  I  trust, 
improve  and  enjoy  the  bounties  whicn  natnre 
has  bestowed  npon  them  with  a  lavish  hand. 
As  their  experience  has  been  severe,  I  trast 
their  refbnnation  will  be  complete.  Still,  how- 
ever, many  of  the  causes  whioh  originated  in 
past  years,  are  yet  depending  in  the  idrcuit 
oonrt  of  that  State. 

In  1626,  when  a  similar  bill  was  before  this 
House,  we  had  the  most  anthentie  information 
that  there  were  nine  hundred  and  fifty  causes 
then  pending  in  the  circnit  court  of  Kentucky, 
one  hundred  and  sixty  in  the  cirooit  court  for  the 
western  district,  and  about  the  same  number  in 
that  for  the  eastern  district  of  Tennessee,  and 
upwards  of  two  hundred  in  Ohio.  Upon  that 
occasion  a  memorial  was  presented  from  the 
bar  of  Nashville,  signed  by  O.  W.  Oampbell  as 
OhaWan,  and  Felix  Grandy,  at  preeent  a  Sen- 
ator of  the  United  States,  as  secretary.  These 
gratlemen  are  both  well  xnown  to  this  House, 
and  to  the  country.  That  memorial  declares 
that  "the  seventh  circnit,  oonsistuig  of  Ken- 
tucky, Ohio,  and  Tennessee,  is  too  large  for  Uie 
duties  of  it  to  be  devolved  on  one  man ;  and 
it  was  absolutely  impossible  for  the  Judge  as- 
signed to  this  circnit  to  fulfil  the  tetter  of  the 
law  designating  his  duties."  Bnoh  has  been  the 
delay  of  justice,  in  the  State  of  Tennessee, 
"  that  some  of  the  important  oansee  now  pend- 
isg  in  their  circuit  courts  are  older  than  the 
professionHl  career  of  almost  every  man  at  the 

The  number  of  caoses  depending  in  the  «ev- 
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enth  circnit,  I  am  informed,  has  besn  mm- 
what  reduced  nnoe  1896;  but  still  tbeirilii 
great,  and  demands  a  remedy.  If  it  wars  ;«•■ 
Bible  for  one  man  to  transact  the  jadidil  Iks- 
ness  of  tbat  circuit,  I  should  have  as  mudi  ran- 
fidence  that  it  would  be  aocompMed  br  \k 
justice  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  to  which  ii  ii  h- 

Xedj  as  by  any  other  judge  in  tbe  Unicn. 
ability  and  hisperseverance  are  well  bDwi 
to  tbe  nation.    The  labor,  however,  both  <t 


Have  they  not  a  right  to  conpUnT    Hmj 

evils  follow  in  the  tr^n  of  tardy  jnatiw.  ll 
deranges  the  whole  biudness  of  society,  h 
tempts  the  dishonest  and  the  needy  to  kI  q 
unjust  and  fraudulent  defences  against  the  psf- 
ment  of  just  debts,  knowing  tl^  the  iij  d 
trial  is  far  distant  It  thus  mina  the  hwM 
creditor,  by  depriving  him  cf  the  fimdi  niiA 
he  had  a  right  to  expect  at  or  near  tiie  sppoiot- 
ed  lime  of  payment ;  and  it  ultimately  t«Gd)  to 
destroy  all  confidence  between  nun  ind  nun. 

A  greater  curse  can  aoaroely  be  inlBct«d  spo 
the  people  of  any  State,  tlrnn  to  have  tbdr  lisa 
titles  unsettled.  What,  then,  must  b«  the  cm- 
ditiou  of  Tennessee,  where  there  tre  naaj  ^ 
puted  land  titles,  when  we  are  infbrmed,^^ 
undoubted  authori^,  "  that  some  of  the  is- 
portant  causes  now  pending  in  their  anai 
courte  are  older  than  the  professional  csnac' 
almost  every  man  at  the  bar."  Instead  of  beiii| 
astonished  at  the  oompMnts  of  the_  pec^  i' 
this  circuit,  I  am  astonished  at  tbnr  Girbcsr 
ance.  A  judiciary,  able  and  willing  to  wd^ 
men  to  perform  their  contracts,  ntd  to  d«a« 
their  controversiee.  is  one  of  tbegrMtMtp™^ 
ioal  blessings  whicn  tmj  people  can  enjof;  m 
it  is  one  which  the  people  of  this  country  ljM« 
a  right  to  expect  from  their  Qovenuwet.  IW 
present  bill  proposes  to  accomplieh  this  obM 
by  creating  a  new  circuit  out  of  the  Stslesel 
Kentoch-  and  Tenneesee.  This  drwdt  wiD  » 
ford  sufficient  employment  for  one  joitice  « 
the  Supreme  Oourt 

Without  insisting  further  ujion  tbe  nro|iwri 
nay,  the  necessity,  of  organizing  tne  rircoi 
courts  of  Ohio,  Kentucky,  and  TennessM,  » 
such  a  manner  as  to  enable  them  to  «ffl» 
the  business  of  the  people,  I  ahsU  now  prwew 
to  consider  the  sitnatjon  of  the  sx  new  Sttt« 
Louisiana,  Indima,  ICssissippi,  IHisoA  y" 
bama,  and  Uissoori.  Tbdr  grieT*ni«*«««* 
difibrmt  character.  Theydonot»omw*«"* 
phuu  of  the  del^  of  Jostice,  m  that  oapai 
have  BO  long  refliaod  to  extend  to  thmlw  ft- 
cuit  court  aystem,  as  it  exists  in  all  t»<«f 
States.  As  they  Bocoesrively  e«iM  vtoU* 
Union,  they  were  taeb  provided  with  a  di«r« 
court  and  a  district  judge,  P<w"?|«f;^ 
court  powere.  Theactewliiohintro*»«'"^ 
into  our  poUUoal  ftmily  declare  thU  thej  »wi 

"beadmteed  into  tbe  Union  on  an  eg*  »« 
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ing  with  the  ori^nal  States,  in  all  respects 
whatever."  I  do  not  mean  to  owtend  that  bj 
▼irtae  of  these  acts  we  were  bound  inunediate- 
Ij  to  extend  to  them  the  cirooit  cout  syiitein. 
Sneh  has  not  been  the  praotioe  of  Congress,  in 
regard  to  other  States  in  a  similar  situatioc.  I 
contend,  however,  that  these  acts  do  impose  an 
obligation  npon  ns  to  place  them  "  on  an  eqiul 
footmg  with  the  original  States,"  in  regard  to 
the  Jnoiciarj,  as  soon  as  their  waats  require  it, 
and  the  circonwlaneea  of  the  ooontry  permit  it 
to  be  done.  That  time  has,  in  my  opinion,  ar- 
rived. Lonisiaiift  has  now  been  nearly  eighteen 
yean  a  member  of  the  Union,  and  is  now  one  of 
OUT  most  ocanraeidsl  States;  and  yet,  ontil  this 
dj^,  she  has  been  without  a  drooit  oonrt  It 
is  more  tiian  thirteen  jears  sinoe  Indiana  was 
admitted ;  and  even  onr  jonngest  nster,  Uis- 
Bonri,  will  soon  have  been  nine  jeara  in  the 
Camily.  Why  should  not  these  mz  States  be 
admitted  to  uie  same  judicial  privileges  which 
all  the  others  now  ei^oy  t  Even  if  Uiere  were 
BO  better  reason,  they  have  a  right  to  demand 
it  for  the  mere  sake  of  noifonoity.  I  admit 
this  is  an  argomeut  dictated  by  State  pride; 
bat  is  not  that  a  noble  feeling?  Is  it  not  a 
leeling  which  will  ever  characterize  freemen  t 
Have  they  not  a  right  to  say  to  na,  if  the  cir- 
cnit  oonrt  system  be  good  for  yon,  it  will  iw 
good  for  n«  I  Yon  have  no  right  to  exoln«ive 
privil^es.  If  yoD  are  sovereign  States,  so  are 
we.  By  the  terms  of  onr  admisaion,  we  are 
perfectly  yonr  equals.  We  have  long  submitted 
to  the  want  of  this  system,  from  deference  to 
your  judgment ;  bat  the  day  has  now  arrived 
when  we  demand  it  f^om  yon  as  onr  right. 
Bat  there  ore  several  other  good  reasons  why 
the  system  ought  to  be  extended  to  these  States. 
And,  in  the  £st  place,  the  jostioes  of  the  Sa- 
preme  Court  are  selected  from  the  very  highest 
ord«r  of  the  profession.  There  is  scarcely  a 
lawyer  in  the  Dnited  States  who  woold  not  be 
prood  of  an  elevation  to  that  bench.  A  man 
ambitions  of  honest  fame  onght  not  to  desire  a 
more  wcaltod  theatre  for  the  display  of  ability 
and  oseAilneas.  Besides,  the  salary  annexed  to 
this  office  is  sofficient  to  oooun&nd  the  best  tal- 
ents of  the  coontry.  I  ask  yon,  sir,  is  it  not  a 
anions  grievance  for  those  States  to  be  de- 
prived of  the  serrioee  of  snch  a  man  in  their 
courts}  I  ask  yon  whether  it  is  eqaal  jostioe, 
that  whilst,  in  eighteen  Btat«a  of  thia  Union, 
no  man  can  be  deprived  of  his  life,  his  liberty, 
OT  his  property,  by  tie  jodgment  of  a  circuit 
court,  without  the  concurrence  of  two  judges, 
and  one  of  them  ajoatice  of  the  Supreme  Coort, 
in  the  remaining  six  the  fate  of  the  citizen  is 
determined  by  the  decision  of  a  single  district 
judge  t  Vho  are,  generally  speaking,  these 
dis^ct  judges  I  In  asking  this  question,  I 
mMn  to  treat  them  with  no  disrespect.  They 
receive  but  small  salaries,  and  Ibeir  sphere  of 
action  is  confined  to  theb  own  particular  dis- 
trict&  There  is  nothing  either  in  the  saluy  or 
in  the  station  which  would  induce  a  distin- 
guiahed  lawyer,  unless  under  peooliar  droom- 


atanoes,  t«  accept  the  ^pointment.  And  yet 
the  Judgment  of  this  individnfd,  in  tax  States  of 
the  Union,  is  final  and  concluuve^  in  all  cases 
of  law,  of  equity,  and  of  admiralty  and  mari- 
time Jurisdictioii,  wherein  the  amount  of  the 
controversy  does  not  eioeed  two  thousand  dol- 
lars. Nay,  the  grievance  is  incomparably 
greater.  His  opinion  in  all  criminal  oaaca,  no 
matter  how  aggravated  may  be  their  nature,  ia 
final  and  coodusive.  A  dtizen  of  these  States 
may  be  deprived  of  his  life,  or  of  his  character, 
which  ought  to  be  dearer  than  life,  by  the  sen- 
tence of  a  district  Jndge ;  agunst  which  there 
is  no  redress,  and  from  which  there  can  be  no 
appeaL 

There  is  another  point  of  view  in  which  the 
ineqnality  and  injustice  of  the  present  system, 
in  the  new  States,  is  very  striking.  In  order  to 
produce  a  final  decision,  both  the  Judges  of  a 
circuit  court  must  concur.  If  they  be  divided 
in  opinion,  the  point  of  difference  Is  certified 
to  the  Supreme  Court,  for  their  dedsion ;  and 
this,  whether  the  amonnt  in  controversy  be 
great  or  small.  The  same  rule  applies  to 
criminal  case.  In  snch  a  conrt,  no  man  can  be 
deprived  of  life,  of  liberty,  or  of  property,  by  a 
cnminal  prosecntaon,  witbont  the  clear  opinion 
of  the  two  Judges  that  his  conviction  is  sanc- 
tioned by  the  laws  of  the  land.  If  the  ques- 
tion be  donbtiul  and  important,  or  if  it  be  one 
of  the  first  impression,  the  Judges,  even  when 
they  do  not  really  differ,  often  agree  to  divide, 
projbrma;  so  that  the  point  may  be  solemnly 
argued  and  decided  in  the  Supreme  Court. 
Thus,  the  dtizen  of  every  State  In  which  a 
drcuit  conrt  exists,  hss  a  shield  of  protection 
cast  over  him,  of  which  he  cannot  be  deprived, 
without  the  ddiberate  opinion  of  two  Judges; 
whilst  the  district  judge  of  the  six  new  West- 
em  States  must  alone  finally  decide  every 
criminal  question,  and  every  civil  controversy 
in  which  the  amonnt  in  dispute  does  not  ex- 
ceed two  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  eastern  district  of  Louisiansj  the 
causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdietitm 
decided  by  the  district  conrt  must  be  numerous 
and  important.  If  a  circuit  court  were  estab- 
lished lor  that  State,  a  party  who  considered 
himself  aggrieved  might  appeal  to  it  from  the 
district  court  in  every  case  m  which  the  amonnt 
in  controversy  exceeded  fifty  dollars.  At  pres- 
ent there  is  no  appeal,  nnless  the  value  of  the 
controversy  exceeds  two  thousand  dollars;  and 
then  it  must  be  made  directiy  to  the  Supreme 
Court,  a  tribonal  so  far  remote  from  the  city 
of  New  Orleans  as  to  deter  suitors  from  avul- 
ing  themselves  of  this  privilege, 

I  shall  not  further  exhaust  tiie  patience  <rf 
the  committee  on  this  branch  of  the  subject 
I  fiatter  myself  that  I  have  demonstrated  the 
necessity  for  such  an  alteration  of  the  existing 
laws,  as  will  confer  upon  the  people  of  Ohio, 
Eentucky,  and  Tennessee,  and  of  the  six  new 
Western  States,  the  same  benefits  from  the  Ju- 
didary,  as  those  which  the  people  of  the  other 
States  now  e^joy. 
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Tbe  great  qneetion,  thra,  which  remuna  for 
diMiudon  is,  does  the  present  bill  preaent  the 
beat  plan  for  «coompUshiiig  thia  poipoee^  which, 
under  all  circnmatanoea,  can  be  devised !  It  is 
inoambent  upon  me  to  Boatain  the  affirmative  of 
thia  propodtion.     There  b&ve  been  but  two 

S'KUt  proposed  to  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jn- 
<uai7,  and  bat  two  can  be  proposed,  with  the 
lesat  hope  of  anooess.  The  one  an  oitenaioa  of 
the  present  syfltem,  which  the  bill  now  before 
the  otMnmittee  contemplates,  and  the  other  a 
resort  to  the  system  which  was  adopted  in  the 
dajB  of  the  elder  Adams,  of  detaohing  the  Jns- 
tioes  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt  from  the  perform- 
ance of  cironit  dnties,  and  appointins  <uroait 
jndKee  to  take  lli«ir  places.  Aner  mnch  reflec- 
tii»i  upon  this  enbjeot,  I  do  not  think  that  the 
two  irrttems  can  be  oompared,  withont  produc- 
ing a  ecoiTiction  in  favor  of  that  which  has  long 
bMii  eaUbliabed.  The  sjitem  of  detaching  the 
lodges  of  the  Bapreme  Court  front  the  cnroaita 
nu  been  alreadr  tried,  and  it  has  already  met 
the  decided  hostility  of  the  people  of  this  coun- 
try. No  aot  passed  dnring  the  stormy  and 
tarbolent  administration  of  the  elder  Adama, 
whioh  exdted  more  general  indi^iation  Bmong 
the  people.  The  oonrts  which  it  established 
9  then,  and  have  been  ever  since,  branded 


with  the  name  of  the  "  midnight  jndioiary."    I 

Hiing  one  of  thoee  who  believe  the 

people  to  be  infaUible.    They  are  often  deceiv- 


n  far  from  being  i 


ed  by  tbe  arta  of  demagogues :  but  this  decep- 
tion endures  only  for  a  season.  Thej  are  al- 
ways honest,  and  possess  mnch  sagacity. 


th<a«fore,  they  get  wrcntg,  it  is  almost  oertm 
Quif  wiQ  speeduT  retnm  to  oorreot  opiniona. 
Tbev  have  loi^  nnee  done  Joatlca  to  other  acts 
of  uiat  administration,  which  at  the  time  they 
condemned;  but  tbe  feeling  against  the  Ju- 
di^uary  eatablished  onder  it  remains  tiie  same. 
Indeed,  many  now  condemn  that  aystem,  who 
were  formerly  its  advocates.  In  ISSS,  when  a 
bill,  aimilar  in  its  provisions  to  the  bill  now  be- 
fore the  committee,  was  onder  discussion  In  this 
EoUHe,  a  motion  was  made  by  a  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  ^r.  Mxbomb.)  to  recommit  it  to 
the  Oommittee  on  the  Judiciary,  with  an  in- 
stmotion  so  to  amend  it,  as  to  discha^e  tbe 
jndges  of  the  Sopreme  Coort  ftvta  attendance 
on  die  circuit  oonrts,  and  to  provide  a  uniform 
system  for  the  admini'itration  of  Jnsttoe  in  the 
inferior  courts  of  tbe  United  States.  Although 
this  motion  was  snst^ned  with  seal  and  elo- 
qnence  and  ability  by  the  mover,  and  by  sev- 
eral other  gentlemen,  yet,  when  it  came  to  the 
vote,  it  was  placed  m  a  lean  minority,  and,  I 
iMlieve,  was  negatived  without  a  division.  It 
is  morally  certun  that  such  a  bill  could  not 
now  be  carried.  It  would  therefore  have  been 
Tain  and  idle  in  the  Oommittee  on  the  Jndi- 
oiaT7  to  have  reported  such  a  bill.  If  the  West- 
em  States  shoiud  be  doomed  to  wut  for  a  re- 
dress of  their  grievances,  until  public  opinion 
shall  change  upon  thb  sol^eot,  it  will,  proDably, 
be  a  lon^  time  before  they  will  obtain  reliet 
But,  sir,  there  are  moet  powerftd  retMXia  for 


n  apw  this  nbJKt 
L  the  natml  Mue- 
quenoes  of  detaching  the  Jodgee  of  the  Bnpou 
Court  from  cironit  dnties)  It  would  ]mf 
them  and  their  families  from  the  drodti  in 
which  they  now  rende ;  and  Uui  dly  vonld 
become  thor  permanent  reridenoa.  Ihej 
would  natnrally  oome  here ;  became  here,  ul 
nowhere  else^  wwild  they  then  have  offlcul  bw- 
nees  to  transact.  What  would  be  the  uoliililt 
effect  ofsodi  a  change  of  residence  t  IImM- 
denoy  of  every  thing  within  the  tea  mail 

Snare  is  towarda  the  Executive  (rf  the  Cum. 
i  is  here  the  centre  of  aUnctiim.  No  ulMr 
what  political  revointions  may  take  plie^BO 
matter  who  may  be  up,  or  who  may  be  don, 
the  propoeition  is  eqnuly  true.  Hmiiaa  ntm 
is  not  changed  under  a  repnblioan  GovcnmuaL 
We  And  that  cdtiiens  ol  a  republic  are  wocdi^ 
pers  of  power,  aa  well  aa  the  anlyects  of  a  moe- 
archy.  WouM  yon  think  it  wise  to  brisg  tka 
Jaaticea  of  the  Supreme  Court  frcm  thor  na- 
denoe  in  Uie  States,  where  the?  taeilbs  Ikt 
pure  ur  of  the  oomitry,  and  aasemUi  ibcm 
nere  within  the  very  vortex  <ii  £xecntiT»  in- 
fluenoe  t  Instead  of  being  indepeiideirtJad|H, 
Boattered  over  the  sorfaoe  of  ue  Dnioo,  ^ 
feelings  identified  with  the  BtatM  of  wluth 
they  are  citizens,  ia  there  no  danger,  tint,  ia 
the  lapse  of  time,  yon  would  oonvMt  leeoi  iatD 
minions  of  the  Exeonbve  !  I  en  far,  -mj  far. 
from  eappoung  that  any  man,  who  either  it  n 
who  will  be  a  justioe  of  tbe  SapnoH  Comti 
conld  be  actual^  corrupted ;  but  if  yon  pbw 
them  in  a  situation  where  they  or  their  rdi- 
tives  would  naturall;  become  eawliitilw  i* 
Executive  patK»aga,  you  place  them,  iaicM 
d^ree,  under  the  oDntrol  of  Eieeitin  ia- 
fioenee.  If  there  ahotdd  now  exist  aa}  jirt 
cause  for  tbe  oompl^nta  agunst  the  Sapnoi 
OourL  tiiat  in  th^  dedsiona  they  an  f^ 
to  federal  rather  than  to  State  aUbori?,  H 
I  do  not  say  that  there  is,)  that  whiahitpM- 
cut  maybe  but  an  imaginai7 fear midit mo 
become  a  substantial  reality.  I  would  [ilaw 
them  beyond  tbe  reach  of  temptation.  I  todI^ 
suffer  them  to  remain,  as  they  are  at  pnMt 
cttixens  of  their  respective  Stales,  viatuiK  1^ 
dty  annually  to  discharge  their  lugh  ^^i^^ 
members  of  the  Supreme  Court.  Thii  "*P« 
view  of  the  subject,  if  there  wets  m  wf, 
ought  in  my  judgment  to  be  ooaoln^re. 

Let  ua  now  suppose,  for  the  a^tolw^ 
gnment,  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  jotfiM  « 
the  Supreme  Court  from  their  dreail  o'J'* 
and  their  residence  in  this  dtt,  would  pwdw 
no  such  effects,  as  I  appreheno,  upon  tt*  J"J" 
themselves ;  what  would  be  the  probabls  «»» 
upon  pnblio  opinion  I  It  has  been  Mid,  and  wiM- 
ly  said,  that  the  first  object  of  every  ^^ 
tribunal  ong^t  to  be  to  do  Justice:  th>  •*«* 
to  satisfy  the  people  that  justice  ba*  bcM  dWN 
It  ia  of  the  utmost  importanoe  in  thiscool^ 
that  the  jodges  of  tbe  Supreme  0«^  ."^ 
poseesa  the  confidenoe  of  the  pnblla.  J^"^ 
now  do  in  an  eminent  degree.    How  hare  ttV 
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aoqoired  itt  Br  trsveUiDg  over  their  dronite, 
mnd  peraonallr  uiowing  themselvea  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  eoontrj,  in  the  able  bdiI  honest  dis- 
charge of  their  high  dnties,  and  hj  their  eiten- 
mve  int«rcoDrse  with  the  members  of  the  pro- 
fearioD  on  the  oironits  in  each  State,  who  after 
ftU  are  the  best  jodges  of  Jndioial  merit,  and 
whoH  tipiniona  upon  thU  subject  hare  a  pow' 
«rfnl  inflaenee  upon  the  commonit;.  Elerated 
■bore  the  storms  of  faction  and  of  part7  which 
have  sometimes  lowered  over  ns,  tike  the  sun, 
&aj  have  pnraned  their  steady  ooorse,  nnawed 
hj  threats,  nnsednoed  bj  flatter;.  The;  hare 
thna  act^mred  tiiat  public  oonfideaoe,  which 
never  fuls  to  follow  the  performanoe  of  great 
and  good  actions,  when  brongtit  home  to  Uie 
perwnal  ohservation  of  the  people. 

Wonid  they  contiotie  to  eqjoy  this  exteouve 
pnbljo  oonfldence,  ahoold  they  no  longer  be 
seen  by  the  people  of  the  States,  in  the  dis- 
oharge  of  their  high  and  important  datiea,  bnt 
be  confined,  in  the  ezerdse  of  them,  to  the 
^oomy  and  vaulted  apartment  which  they 
now  occupy  in  this  capitol !  Would  they  not 
be  considered  aa  a  distant  and  dangerous  tri- 
bonalt  Wonld  the  people,  when  excited  by 
(troog  feeling,  patiently  Hnhmit  to  have  the 
most  solemn  acts  of  uieir  State  Legislatures 
swept  from  the  statnte  book,  by  the  decision 
of  jndgee  whom  they  never  saw,  and  whom 
they  had  been  tanght  to  consider  with  jealoosy 
and  snspicion !  At  present,  even  in  those 
States  where  theb  decisions  have  been  most 
violently  opposed,  the  highest  respect  has  been 
&ilt  for  the  jadges  by  whom  they  were  pro- 
nounced ;  l>ecaase  the  people  have  bod  an  op~ 
portnnity  of  personally  knowing  that  they  were 
Doth  great  and  good  men.  Look  at  the  Olos- 
trions  individoal  who  is  now  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  United  States.  Bis  decisions  upon  oon- 
stitatjonal  questions  have  ever  been  hostile  to 
the  opinions  of  a  vast  m^ority  of  the  people  of 
bis  own  State;  and  yet  with  what  respect  and 
veneration  has  he  been  viewed  by  Virginia! 
la  there  a  Yii^nian,  whose  heart  does  not  heat 
with  honest  pride  when  the  Just  fame  of  the 
Chief  Jnsldce  is  the  subject  of  eonversation ! 
They  consider  him,  as  he  tmiy  is,  one  of  the 
greatest  and  best  men  whioh  this  country  has 
ever  produced.  Think  ye  that  snoh  would 
have  been  the  cose,  hod  he  been  confined  to 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  never  known  to 
the  people,  except  in  pronouncing  judgments 
in  this  capitol,  annulling  their  State  laws,  and 
calculated  to  bumble  their  State  pride  t  Whihit 
I  continue  to  be  a  member  of  this  House,  I  shall 
never  incur  the  odinm  of  giving  a  vote  for  any 
chauge  in  the  judiciary  system,  the  effect  of 
which  would,  in  my  opinion,  diminish  the  re- 
spect in  which  the  Supreme  Court  is  now  held 
t^  the  people  of  this  country. 

The  jud^  whom  you  wonld  appoint  to  per- 
fbrm  the  circuit  dntiao,  if  able  and  honest  men, 
would  soon  take  the  place  which  the  Judges  of 
the  Snpreme  Oonrt  now  occupy  in  the  affeo- 
tiona  of  the  people ;  and  the  reversal  of  their 


Judgments,  when  they  happened  to  be  in  ac- 
cordance with  strong  public  feeling,  wonld 
naturally  increase  the  moss  of  ^content 
against  the  Supreme  Oonrt, 

There  are  other  reasons,  equally  powerful, 
against  the  withdrawal  of  the  judges  from  the 
circuits.  What  effect  would  such  a  measure 
probably  produce  upon  the  ability  of  the  Judcea 
themselves  to  perform  their  duties  t  Would  it 
not  be  very  umortunate  I 

No  judges  upon  earth  ever  had  suoh  various 
and  important  duties  to  perform,  as  the  justices 
of  the  Supreme  Court  In  Ei^lond,  whence 
we  have  derived  our  laws,  they  have  distinct 
oourts  of  equity,  courtfl  of  common  law,  oonrts 
of  admiralty,  and  courts  iu  which  the  civil  law 
ia  administered.  In  each  of  these  ooorta,  they 
have  distinct  Judges ;  and  peri'eotion  in  any  of 
these  branches  is  certain  to  be  rewarded  by  the 
honors  of  that  country.  The  judges  of  our  Su- 
preme Court,  both  on  their  drcuits  and  in  bank, 
are  called  upon  to  a^jndioate  on  all  these  codes. 
Bat  this  is  not  all.  Our  Union  conmsta  of 
twenty-four  sovereign  States,  in  all  of  wbidi 
there  are  different  laws  and  peculiar  customs. 
The  common  and  equity  law  have  thus  been 
changed  and  inflected  into  a  hundred  different 
shapes,  and  adapted  to  the  various  wants  and 
opinions  of  the  different  members  of  our  con- 
federacy. The  Judicial  act  of  1T8&  dedarea 
"  that  the  laws  of  the  several  States,  except 
where  the  constitution,  treaties,  or  statutea  of 
the  United  States  shall  otherwise  require  or 
provide,"  shall  be  regarded  as  rules  of  decision 
in  the  courts  of  the  tTnited  States.  The  jus- 
tices of  the  Snpreme  Conrt  ought,  tiierelore, 
to  he  acquunted  with  the  ever-varying  oodea 
of  the  different  States. 

There  ia  atlll  another  branch  of  their  juris- 
diction, of  a  grand  and  imposing  chwocter, 
whioh  places  them  &r  above  the  celebrated 
Amphyctionio  ooancil.  The  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  has  made  them  the  arbiters 
between  conflicting  sovereigus.  They  dedde 
whether  the  sovereign  power  of  the  States  haa 
been  exercised  in  conformity  with  the  Oonsti- 
tntion  and  laws  of  the  United  States :  and.  If 
this  has  not  been  done,  they  declare  the  laws 
of  the  State  Legialatures  to  be  void.  Their  de- 
cisions thus  control  the  exercise  of  sovereign 
power.  No  tribunal  ever  existed,  poasesaiug 
the  same,  or  even  similar  authority.  Now,  sir, 
suppose  you  bring  these  judges  to  Washington, 
and  employ  them  in  bank  but  ux  weeks  or  two 
months  in  the  year,  is  it  not  ceri«in  (hat  they 
will  gradually  become  less  and  less  fit  to  deoido 
upon  these  different  codes,  and  that  they  will 
at  length  nearly  lose  all  recollection  of  the 

Eeouliar  local  laws  of  the  different  States! 
Ivery  judicial  duty  which  each  of  them  would 
then  be  required  to  perform,  would  he  to 
prepare  and  ddiver  a  few  opinions  aonoally  in 

The  judgment,  like  every  other  facolty  of  the 
mind,  requires  exercise  to  preserve  its  vi^or. 
That  Jud^  who  deddea  the  moet  causes,  is  hke- 
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Ir  to  d«Mde  them  the  beet  He  vho  is  in  the 
aulf  habit  of  applyiDg  general  prinoiples  to 
the  deciraon  of  coses,  as  thej  arise  apon  the 
drooite,  is  at  the  same  time  qnalifying  himself 
in  the  best  manner  for  the  dnties  of  hu  station 
OQ  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt 

Is  it  probable  that  the  long  literary  leisore 
of  the  jndgea  in  thia  citf,  during  ten  months  of 
the  yew,  would  be  devoted  to  searching  the 
two  hnndred  volumes  of  jarring  decisions  of 
Stato  oonrts,  or  in  stadying  the  acta  of  twenty- 
four  State  Legislatures  t  The  man  must  have 
a  Bingolai-  taste  and  a  firm  resolution,  who,  in 
his  closet,  oonld  travel  over  this  barren  waste, 
A&d  even  if  he  should,  what  would  be  the  oon- 
aeqnence?  The  truth  is,  sach  knowledge  oaimot 
be  obtained ;  and  afier  it  has  been  aoqaired,  it 
cannot  be  preaerved,  except  by  oonstant  prao- 
tdoe.  There  are  sabjects  which,  when  the 
memory  has  once  grasped,  it  retains  forever.  It 
has  no  such  attachment  for  acts  of  AsBembly, 
acts  of  OoDgress,  and  reports  of  a^udged  cases, 
fixing  their  constmction.  This  species  of 
knowledge,  under  the  present  system,  will  al- 
ways be  possessed  by  the  jndges  of  the  8in>reme 
Ooort ;  beosase,  in  the  performance  Of  their 
oimnit  daUes,  they  are  placed  in  a  sitnation  in 
which  it  is  dailv  expomided  to  them,  and  in 
which  they  are  daily  compelled  to  decide  ques- 
tions arising  nnon  it  Change  this  system, 
make  them  eictasivelyjud^  of  an  appellate 
oonrt,  and  you  render  it  highly  probable  that 
their  knowledge  of  the  general  prmciples  of  the 
laws  of  their  conntry  will  become  more  and 
more  taint,  and  that  they  will  finally  almost 
lose  the  recollection  of  the  peculiar  local  sys- 
tems of  the  different  States.  "  Practice  makes 
rfect,"  is  a  maxim  applicable  to  every  pnrsnit 
life.  It  applies  witb  peculiar  force  to  that 
of  ajndge.  I  think  I  might  appeal  for  the  troth 
of  this  position  to  the  long  experience  of  the 
diatingnished  Kentleman  from  New  York,  now 
by  my  side,  (Mr.  BpnfOKB.)  A  man,  by  stndy, 
may  become  a  profound  lawyer  in  theory,  but 
notiiing  except  practice  can  make  him  an  able 
jnd^.  1  call  upon  every  member  of  the  pro- 
feesion  in  this  Honse  to  say  whether  he  does 
not  feel  himself  to  be  a  better  lawyer  at  the 
end  of  a  lon^  term,  than  at  the  be^nnlng.  It 
is  the  circait  employment  imposed  upon  the 
Indges  of  England  and  the  IJnited  States,  which 
has  rendered  them  what  they  are.  In  my 
opinion,  both  the  nsefiilnees  and  the  character 
of  the  Supreme  Oourt  depend  much  upon  ita 
continnance. 

I  now  approach  what  I  know  will  be  urged  as 
Om  greatest  objection  to  the  passage  of  this  bill 
— that  it  will  extend  the  nnmber  of  the  Judges 
of  the  Supreme  Conrt  to  nine.  If  the  necessi- 
ties of  the  country  required  that  their  nnmber 
should  be  inoreased  to  ten,  I  would  feel  no  ob- 
JeotJon  to  such  a  measure.  The  time  has  not 
yet  arriyed,  however,  when,  in  my  opinion, 
such  a  neoessity  exists.  Oentlemen,  in  consid- 
ering this  subject,  ought  to  take  those  extended 
views  which  belong         ■  - 


people  of  the  different  Btatea  are  govmud,  I 


are  too  great  a  number  to  compose  our  qipd- 
late  tribunal.  That  number  would  afford  i  Jd- 
^cial  representation  upon  the  bench  of  sub 
large  portion  of  the  Union.  Not,  sir,  a  npt- 
sentatton  of  sectional  feelings  or  of  the  finj 
excitements  of  the  day,  but  of  that  pecvliii 
speciea  of  legal  knowledge  necessary  te  adjodi- 
cate  wisely  upon  the  laws  of  the  different 
States.  For  example,  I  a>k  what  Judge  on 
upon  tbe  bench  possesses,  or  can  possess  iprw- 
tical  knowledge  of  the  laws  of  Louimnil 
Their  system  is  so  peculiar,  that  it  is  alnoct  int- 
possible  for  a  man  to  decide  oorrectly  npoi  ifl 
cases  arising  under  it,  who  has  never  been 
practically  aoquunted  with  the  practice  of  that 
courts.  Increase  the  number  of  judges  to  nia^ 
and  yon  will  then  have  them  ecattered  throajd)- 
out  all  the  various  portions  of  the  Umon.  Tie 
streamB  of  legal  knowledge  pecnliar  to  the  dif 
ferent  States  will  then  fiaw  to  the  bench  of  tht 
Supreme  Court  as  to  a  great  reservMr,  frns 
whence  they  will  be  distributed  thnin^Hnt 
the  Union.  There  wiU  then  always  be  nffl- 
cient  local  information  upon  the  benui,  if  I  nif 
use  the  expression,  to  detect  all  the  ingesiaiis 
fallacies  of  the  bar,  and  to  enable  them  to  d^ 
cide  correctly  upon  local  questioiuL  I  sdmi^ 
if  the  judges  were  confined  to  appellate  daciea 
alone,  nine  or  ten  would  probably  be  too  grtat 
a  nnmber.  Then  there  might  be  danger  tlist 
some  of  them  would  become  mere  non-enti- 
ties,  oontentinK  themselves  simply  with  volili| 
aye  or  no  in  ^e  m^ority  or  mmoritj.  Tbne 
wonld  then  also  be  danger  that  the  Eiecnlin 
might  select  inefficient  men  for  this  faighita- 
tion,  who  were  his  personal  fiivcntes,  expert- 
ing  their  incapacity  to  be  shielded  from  pibBj 
observation  by  the  splendid  talents  of  eoow  a 
the  other  judges  upon  the  t»ench.  CDderUi* 
present  system  we  have  no  snch  danger  I<>^ 
prehend.  Each  Judge  must  now  feel  ha  on 
personal  responsibility.  He  is  obliged  to  pf^ 
Mde  in  the  courts  throughout  his  drenit,  nw 
to  bring  home  the  law  and  the  justice  of  his 
country  to  his  fellow-cttiiens  in  esch  of  the 
districts  of  which  it  is  composed.  Vnch  ia  ei- 
pected  from  a  judge  plac^  in  his  eislttd  »* 
tion ;  and  he  must  att^n  to  the  high  stiodvd 
of  public  opinion  by  which  he  is  jooged,  ofUj- 
cur  the  reproach  of  holding  an  office  to  'baa 
he  is  not  entitled.  No  man  in  any  statJcn  id 
this  country  can  place  hunself  above  powo 
opinion. 

Upon  the  subject  of  judicial  apptrintoK^ 
public  opinion  has  always  been  correct.  Vo 
factious  demagogne,  no  man,  merely  b»ciM> 
he  has  sung  hosanuas  to  the  powers  thito^ 
can  arrive  at  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Coort 
The  Execntive  himself  will  always  oe  cooB*"- 
ed  by  the  force  of  public  sentinieiit,  whiW  a* 
present  system  oontinQeB,  to  select  jndgw  «* 
that  court  from  the  ablest  and  best  n»a  of  we 
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drcoit;  and  sDoh  has  been  the  oonrse  which 
he  has  hitherto  ahnoet  kkvariably  pnreaed. 
Were  he  to  panne  any  olh^  he  voold  ineri- 
tabl7  incmr  popnlar  odlom.    Under  the  existing 

astern,  there  can  be  no  danger  in  inoreaaing 
e  nomber  of  the  Judges  to  nine.  Bnt  take 
them  from  their  cirooita,  destroy  their  feeling 
of  perwnal  responsibilitj  hj  removing  tbent 
from  tbe  independent  courts  over  which  thejr 
DOW  preside,  and  make  them  mere];  an  apel- 
late tribmial,  and  I  admit  there  would  be 
danger,  not  only  of  improper  appointments,  but 
that  A  portion  of  them,  m  the  l^we  of  time, 
might  become  incompetent  to  discharge  the 
dnties  of  their  station. 

Bnt,  rar,  have  we  no  examples  of  appellate 
oonrts  confflBting  of  a  greater  nomber  than 
dther  nine  or  ten  Judges,  which  have  been  ap- 
proved by  eiperienoef  The  Senate  of  the  State 
of  New  York  has  always  been  their  conrt  of 

Speak;  and,  notwithstanding  they  changed 
sir  oonstitntion  a  few  years  ago,  so  mnch 
were  the  people  attached  to  this  court,  that  it 
remains  nncbanged.  In  England,  the  twelve 
Jndgea,  in  fact,  compose  the  court  of  appeals. 
Whenever  the  House  of  Ijords  sits  in  a  Judicial 
character,  they  a^e  summoned  to  attend,  and 
their  opinions  are  decisive  of  almost  every 
question.  I  do  not  pretend  to  speak  aocurate- 
^,  bnt  I  doubt  whether  the  House  of  Lords 
have  decided  two  cases,  in  opposition  to  the 
opinion  of  the  Judges,  for  the  last  fifty  years. 
la  England,  there  is  also  the  court  of  exchequer 
chamber,  con^sting  of  the  twelve  judges,  and 
sometimes  of  the  lord  chancellor  also,  into 
which  such  causes  may  be  adjourned  from  the 
three  snperior  courts,  as  the  Judges  find  to  be 
difficult  of  decision,  before  iaj  judgment  is 
given  upon  them  in  tiie  conrt  in  which  they 
originated.  The  court  of  exchequer  chamber 
is  uso  a  court  of  appeals,  in  the  strictest  sense 
of  tix»  word,  in  many  oasea  which  I  shall  not 
take  time  to  enumerate. 

I  cannot  avoid  believing  that  the  prdudioe 
which  exists  in  the  minds  of  some  g«itlemen, 
■gainst  increanng  the  number  of  the  Judges  of 
£e  Supreme  Court  to  nine,  arises  from  the 
carcnmstance  that  the  appellate  courts  of  the 
different  States  generally  consist  of  a  fewer 
number.  But  is  there  not  a  striking  difference 
between  the  cases!  It  does  not  foUow  that 
because  four  or  five  may  be  a  sufficient  number 
in  a  rangle  State  where  one  uniform  system  of 
laws  prevails,  nine  or  ten  would  be  too  many 
on  the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court,  which  ad- 
nunisters  the  laws  of  twenty-four  StatA^  and 
decides  questions  arising  under  all  the  codes  in 
nae  in  the  civilized  world.  Indeed,  if  four  or 
five  jndgea  be  not  too  many  for  the  court  of  ap- 
peals in  a  State,  it  is  a  strong  argnment  that 
nine  or  ten  are  not  too  great  a  nnmber  for  the 
conrt  of  appeals  of  the  Union.  Upon  the 
whole,  I  ask,  would  it  be  wise  in  this  commit- 
tee, disr«f;arding  the  vt^oe  of  experience,  to  de- 
stroy a  system  which  has  worked  well  in  prac- 
tice for  forty  yean,  and  resort  to  a  dangerous 


and  untried  experiment,  merely  from  a  vague 
apprebenaon  that  nine  judeea  will  destroy  the 
usefhlness  and  ohoracter  of  that  court,  which 
has  been  raised  by  seven  to  its  present  exalted 
elevation  t 

It  will,  no  doubt,  be  oltjected  to  this  bill,  as 
it  has  been  upon  a  fbrmer  occasion,  that  the 
present  system  cannot  be  permanent,  and  that, 
ere  long,  the  judges  of  the  Snpreme  Court, 
must,  ftom  necessity,  be  withdrawn  from  their 
circuits.  To  this  objection  there  is  a  oonclosive 
answer.  We  know  that  the  system  h  now 
sufficient  for  the  wants  of  the  country,  and  let 
posterity  provide  for  themselves.  Let  us  not 
establish  oonrts  which  are  unneceesary  in  the 
present  day,  because  we  lielieve  that  hereafter 
they  may  be  required  to  do  the  business  of  the 
oountiy. 

But,  if  it  were  neoeesaiy,  I  believe  it  might 
bedemonstrated,  that  ten  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  will  be  sufficient  to  do  all  the  judicial 
business  of  the  country  which  is  required  ctf 
them  ouder  the  present  system,  nntil  the 
youngest  member  of  this  House  shall  be  sleep- 
ing with  his  fathers.  Six  Judges  have  done  all 
the  business  of  the  States  east  of  the  Alleghany 
Monntains,  from  the  adoption  of  tbe  federal 
constitution  np  till  this  day ;  and  stiU  their  div 
ties  are  not  laborious.  If  it  should  be  deemed 
proper  by  Gongress,  these  fifteen  Eastern  States 
might  be  arranged  into  five  circuits  instead  of 
six,  upon  the  occairence  of  the  next  voaanoy  in 
any  of  them,  without  the  least  inconvenience 
either  to  the  judges  or  to  the  people;  and  thus 
it  would  be  rendered  nnnecesaary  to  increase 
the  bench  of  the  Supreme  Court  beyond  nine, 
even  after  the  admission  of  Michigan  and  Ar- 
kansas into  the  Union.  The  business  of  the 
federal  ooorta,  except  in  a  few  States,  will  prob- 
ably increase  bat  littie  for  a  long  time  to  come. 
One  branch  of  it  must,  before  many  years,  be 
entirely  lopped  away.  I  allude  to  the  contro- 
versies l^etween  citizens  of  the  same  State  claim- 
ing lands  under  grants  from  different  States. 
This  will  greatly  diminish  their  business  both 
in  Tennessee  and  Kentncky.  Beddes,  the  State 
tribunals  will  generally  be  preferred  by  aliens 
and  by  citizens  of  other  States  for  the  mere  re- 
covery of  debts,  on  account  of  their  superior 
expedition. 

I  should  here  close  my  remarks,  if  it  were 
not  necessary  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
committee  for  a  few  minnles  to  the  details  of 
the  hilL  And  here  permit  me  to  express  my 
regret  that  my  friend  from  Eentuoky  (Mr. 
Wiokuvpb)  has  thonght  proper  to  propose  an 
amendment  to  add  three,  instead  of  two,  judges 
to  tbe  Supreme  Court.  Had  a  m^ority  of  flie 
Committee  on  the  Jadidary  believed  ten  jndgea 
instead  of  nine,  to  be  neoessaiT',  I  should 
have  yielded  my  opinion,  as  I  did  upon  a  for- 
mer occasion,  and  given  Uie  bill  my  support  in 
the  House.  This  I  should  have  done,  to  pre- 
vent division  among  its  fiiends,  believing  it  to 
be  a  mere  question  of  time :  for  ten  wul  be- 
come neoeeaaiy  in  a  few  years,  unless  the  niun- 
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ber  of  the  Zast«m  drcnita  Bhonld  be  radnced 

[Here  Hr.  WtcEum  uked  if  it  were  in 
order  to  refer  to  bis  Bmendment,  as  it  was  not 

/at  before  the  committee.] 

Ur.  BiroEAimr  said  he  would  not  further 
refer  to  it  at  preeent  The  bill  proposes  to  ore- 
ato  one  new  drooit  oat  of  Hissismppi,  the  east- 
ern diatiict  of  Lonirianft,  and  the  toathero  dis- 
trict of  Alabama,  Nature  has  united  these 
throe  districts.  They  cannot  be  separated 
withont  Tiolenoe.  There  is  a  commimicatian 
by  water,  between  Natchez,  New  Orleans,  and 
Ifobile,  the  places  at  which  the  oircoit  oonrts 
will  be  held  for  the  whole  distance,  which  is 
always  safe  and  ezpeditioits.  No  other  ar- 
rfmgement  could  have  been  made,  nnlese  Ala- 
bama had  been  connected  with  Tennessee ;  and 
that  would  have  been  extremely  inconvenient. 
I  have  a  certificate  from  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment in  my  possession,  stating  the  diatauoe 
troia  Nsahnlle  to  Mobile,  to  lie  fonr  hundred 
and  thirty-nine  miles.  The  road  Is  not  good, 
the  streams  are  not  bridged,  and  it  passes 
throu(^  a  new  comitry,  and  part  of  the  way 
through  an  Indian  nation.  In  order  to  attend 
the  ciroait  court  at  Mobile,  the  judge  wonld  be 
compelled  to  travel  over  this  road,  from  a 
healthy  into  a  sickly  climate,  twice  in  each 
rear,  a  total  distance  of  one  thousand  seven 
nnndred  and  flity-six  miles ;  and  thi^  when  he 
could  reach  Mobile,  dUier  from  Natchez  or 
New  Orleans,  by  water,  in  two  or  three  days. 

The  circuit  court  cannot  t>e  removed  from 
Mobile,  and  placed  nearer  to  Nashville.  It  is 
there  that  admiralty  and  maritime  causes  arise, 
and  must  be  dedded  in  the  district  court,  from 
which  an  appteal  is  allowed  to  the  cirouit  court. 
It  b  at  that  commercial  point  the  dtizens  of 
Alabama  chiefly  come  into  contact  in  their 
commercial  transactions  with  the  citizens  of 
other  Gtataa,  and  with  foreigners ;  and  there 
the  chief  civil  business  of  the  oircnit  court  must 
arise.  But,  above  all  it  is  there,  near  tiie 
ver^  of  the  Qnlf  of  Mexioo,  where  offences 
a^amst  the  United  States  committed  upon  the 
high  seas  most  be  tried  and  punished. 

Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  under  this  bill, 
compose  tlie  other  new  circuit;  and  however 
reluctant  these  States  may  be  to  go  toother,  I 
da  not  perceive  how  they  can  be  separated, 
withont  imposing  more  labor  upon  some  one  of 
the  Western  judges  than  he  oogbt  to  be  called 
upon  to  perform. 

In  regard  to  the  other  'Western  drcnit,  con- 
sisting of  Ohio,  Indiana,  Elinois,  and  Missouri, 
I  admit  that  it  will  embrace  a  large  extent  of 
territory.  I  am  eorry  for  it,  hut  it  cannot 
be  avoided.  We  ought,  however,  to  consider 
that,  if  the  judge  shall  be  compelled  to  travel 
mnch,  a  great  part  of  It  will  be  by  water.  He 
will  have  but  little  buunees  to  transact  in  any 
of  the  States  of  which  it  is  composed,  except 
Ohio.  It  is  prolMble,  too,  that  ere  lone  pubfie 
convenience  wiU  snmest  the  removal  of  the  eir- 
ot4t  courts  of  Obi^Indiana,  and  lUlnols  from 


the  Mats  of  Government  of  those  BUlM  to  Ibe 
Ohio  lUver ;  and  I  am  at  a  loss  to  cMceiTt  u> 
good  reason  why  the  drenit  court  ot  IGwnn 
should  not  be  held  at  St.  Louis. 

After  all,  J  r^ret  that  necessity  has  coi- 
polled  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciaiy  to  re- 
port a  hill,  which,  if  it  should  pass,  will  impoM 
BO  much  travel  on  the  Judge  of  the  seventli  dr 
euit.  No  man  wonid  be  more  diaiioeed Ion- 
lieve  that  distingniBbed  Individoal  frmi  n- 
necessory  labor  ^Stan  mjeelt  I  fbd  nnfidait 
he  will  never  complun.  The  man  who,  by  Uw 
exertion  of  great  ability,  inoeesant  labor,  md 
untiring  perseverance,  bronght  the  Feet  OSm 
Department  ^m  chaos  into  order,  will  nenc 
shrmk  from  the  peiformanoo  of  any  dntj  n- 
quired  of  him  by  his  conntry. 

Another  remark,  and  I  have  done.  Tbiitill 
does  not  provide  a  circuit  court  for  the  wNtcn 
district  01  Louisiana,  and  the  Dorthem  district 
of  Alabama.  In  this  reject,  thrae  distrieto  s* 
placed  upon  the  same  footing  with  tbt  Dottb- 
em  distnot  of  New  Tork,  the  western  dislriet 
of  Pennsylvania,  and  the  western  dlBtriet  oi 
Virf^ia.  I  possess  no  actual  informstion  cm- 
ceming  the  amount  of  business  in  Uie  noitfa«m 
district  of  Alabama ;  but  from  its  poalko  it 
cannot  be  great  I  have  the  best  infonostiMi 
that  there  is  but  little  bntiinees  in  the  irestos 
district  of  Lonisiana.  At  all  events,  Dotbs 
Louisiana  nor  Alabama  will  complsiii,  whoi 
they  ore  placed  upon  the  same  footiug  Tilk 
New  Yorl^  Pennsylvania,  and  Virginia. 

TuisDAT,  January  10. 
Ditlribution  of  Fuilie  Land*. 

The  House  resnmed  the  oonsderalion  of  tto 
resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Hnxr  on  the  ITth  D^ 
oember  ultimo. 

The  question  recurred  od  agreeing  to  lint 
member  or  portion  thereof,  which  is  ecMuxd 
in  the  following  words:  "for  the  pnipo***' 
education ;"  and  decided  as  follows :  yen  H— 
nays  84. 

So  this  part  of  the  reaolntioa  vai  sgrtcd 
to. 

The  qoestioQ  was  then  put,  will  th«  Boon 
agree  to  that  membo-  or  portion  itf  lb*  w^ 
rraolntion  which  ia  contained  in  the  bOowiof 
words:  "and  internal  improremuitrnd  ^ 
dded  as  fallows :  yeaa  OS— nays  M. 

The  question  was  then  put,  Will  the  Em" 
agree  to  that  member  or  portion  of  aiid  r«o- 
Intion  which  is  contained  in  the  foUovi^ 
words :  "  in  prm>ortion  to  the  represeotsticn  ol 
each  in  the  House  of  Bopreseatatire%  «it^ 
leave  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwit«r  »" 
decided  as  follows ;  yeas  117 — nays  16. 

So  the  first,  second,  and  (borth  i*"^^ 
of  the  said  resolution  were  ^reed  to  bj  lbs 
House,  and  the  third  member  thereof  was  i*- 
Jeoted. 

The  resolution  ^reed  to  by  the  Hoom  a  m 
follow! : 
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of  edooatioi],  in  proporUoa  to  tha  rapieaeDUtioD  of 
Mch  in  the  Home  of  BepreeenUtiTea ;  with  leaxe 
10  report  tj  bill  or  olherwue." 


WMDinBDAT,  Jaauarj  SO. 
Tht  Jitdieiar]/. 

The  Home  then  agiin  went  into  Committee 
of  tbo  Whole  od  the  atate  of  the  Unioo,  Hr. 
OtMBUBXta  in  the  chair,  and  took  op  the  bill 
to  alter  and  extend  U)6  Jadioiarr  BTBtem. 

Hr.  Smtosa  roee,  and  oonohided  his  argnment 
in  Bnpport  of  hia  amendment. 

[The  remark!  of  ili,  Snoira  were  to  the 
following  efibot:] 

Ur.  SxBova  (aid,  that,  on  most  ocoasiona,  he 
wia  oontent  to  give  a  sUent  vote :  bat,  on  the 
preeent  cabjeot,  so  important  in  ite  charaoter 
and  oonaeqaenoee,  and  holding  the  opinions  he 
did  in  regard  to  it,  be  hoped  a  departure  from 
his  aoenatomed  mle  vonld  not  be  deemed  im- 

The  amendment  which  I  have  (ubmltted, 
(sud  Mr.  S.,)  the  committee  will  recollect, 
propoeea  to  tnnafer  all  the  powers  and  dnties 
of  the  (sronit  conrts  to  the  several  district 
conrts  of  the  Umted  StAtee,  and  to  reqnire  the 

{Dsticea  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  being  thus  re- 
iered  from  their  oirciiit  duties,  to  hold  annoal- 
\y  two  or  more  terms  of  that  coort.  To  avoid 
embarraasment  in  disonasing  the  principle  upon 
which  the  plan  depends,  I  have  pnipceelj  (Knit- 
ted Bome  neoessarj  provisions.  These,  how- 
■ver,  BhoQld  the  {wi  be  adopted,  msj  be  readilj 
supplied,  either  here,  or  by  sending  the  suhiect 
baek  to  the  Committee  on  the  Jndiciarv.  This 
amendment  opens  the  whole  field  of  debate. 
It  doe*  more.  Oontrasted  vrith  tbe  bill,  it  pre- 
•enta  plainly  tbe  two  great  alteraatives,  either 
to  go  on  inoreadng  the  noinber  of  the  jnatioes 
of  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  for  the  performance 
■olelj  of  mere  incidental  and  sabordiDate  da- 
tiea,  or  to  require,  in  another  form,  and  of 
others,  the  perfbrmanoe  of  those  duties.  It 
■eems  dear  to  me  that  the  federal  Judiciary 
must  be  orgflniied  np<m  the  one  or  the  other  of 
theae  cardinal  prinoiplee. 

The  hooordile  chairman,  Qlr,  Btobaitib,) 
after  having  dewffibed,  in  tnA  colors,  the  de- 
privations and  wants  of  Indiana,  niinois,  Uift- 
aouri,  Alabama,  MisHsrip^  and  Loni^ons,  oon- 
tttided  that  the  eironit  oonrt  system  onght  to 
be  extended  to  those  new  States  in  order  that 
ther  might  be  pot  npon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  older  States  of  the  Union.  I  have  admitted 
that  the  benefits  of  the  Jadioiory  onght  to  be 
distributed  equally  among  the  twen^-fonr 
etatea.  But,  sb-,  does  the  bill  do  thisf  It 
oleariy  does  not  It  makes  no  provision  fur 
faaving  one  of  the  Jnstioea  d  the  Supreme  Oonrt 
bold  a  drooit  oonrt  in  the  uorthem  distriots  of 


New  York  and  of  Alabama,  or  in  the  western 
distriots  of  Pennsylvania,  Virginia,  and  Lonid- 
ana.  These  are  left  with  district  oonrta  onlj; 
and  this  is  certainly  the  more  remarkable^  aa 
two  of  theae  diBtriota  are  in  the  Statee  for 
whose  benefit  and  relief  we  are  urged  to  paas 
the  present  bill.  Without  stopping,  tfaerefere, 
to  inquire  into  the  practical  oiieration  of  the 
plan  which  the  honorable  gentaeman  propoeea, 
it  is  apparent,  on  the  fkoe  Mit,  that  it  does  not 
do  eqnal  Jnstloe. 

Hot  we  are  again  earnestly  entreated  by  tbe 
honoraUe  genttoman  Q[r.  B.)  to  pass  this  bill, 
beoanse  tlw  deoinons  of  the  district  eoort  in 
the  districts  to  which  tiie  drcnit  oonrt  system 
has  not  t>een  extended,  are,  in  certain  cases, 
flnalond  conclaslre  upon  the  property  and  li£> 
of  thedtizen.  If  there  be  any  thing  hard  mrun- 
merdfiil  in  thia,  the  remedy  is  easy,  and  ahonld 
be  applied  without  delay.    We  should  at  once 

5lve  an  nipeal  in  those  esses,  directly  to  the 
QpTcme  Oonrt  of  the  United  Statee.  This  would 
obviate  the  evil,  sod  is  one  answer  to  the  argn- 
ment. The  bill,  however,  is  esoeediugly  objec- 
tionable for  another  reason ;  it  is  partial  and  on- 
equaL  It  withholds  the  circuit  court  system  from 
five  large  distriats,  and  thus  leaves  the  property 
and  lives  of  the  citizens  in  these  distriots  at  the 
meray  of  district  court  Judges — thereby  entail- 
ing npon  a  large  portion  of  our  fellow-citizens  the 
very  evils  whicn  the  gentleman  so  eloquently 
deprecated.  No  suoh  oltjection  exists  against 
the  plan  I  have  proposed.  It  removes  all  these 
evils ;  it  prwenta  an  equal  and  uniform  system ; 
it  carries  this  equality  and  uniformity  into 
every  part  of  the  Union. 

If  I  did  not  misapprehend  the  honorable  gen- 
tleman, he  seemed  to  take  it  for  granted  that  the 
bill  involved  no  new  prindple,  that  it  merely 
extended  the  present  rarcnit  court  ayatem, 
which  be  told  us  had  been  sanctioned  by  long 
experience.  Sir,  plans  may  appear  the  same 
on  paper,  and  yet  widetr  dmer  In  principle  and 
practical  results.  Ilad  he  proposed  to  increase 
the  nnmher  of  the  jostioes  of  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  to  oue  hondred,  instead  of  nine,  and  to 
create  a  new  circuit  for  each,  would  not  the 
committee  have  instaotiy  peroeived  that  the 
plan,  though  the  same  to  the  eye,  was  founded 
upon  a  new  principle,  and  for  the  attainment 
of  purposes  different  from  those  which  tha 
ftwners  of  the  present  drcutt  court  system 
designed  I  It  appears  to  me  that  the  bill  con- 
tains a  new  principle.  I  may  be  wrong.  And 
abould  the  committee  think  I  am  wrong,  still  I 
hope  they  will  bear  with  me,  while  I  state 
some  of  the  reasons  which  have  led  me  to  the 
oondosion,  that,  by  passine  the  bill,  we  shall 
not  only  depart  from  the  old,  but  shall  adopt  a 
new  system,  highly  dangerous  in  its  character 
and  consequences. 

The  duties  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Oourt  are  of  two  distinct  kinds.  One  kind  con- 
sists of  those  duties  which  grow  out  of  the 
original  and  appellate  Jnrisdiotlon  of  the  courts 
and  which  they  must,  and  they  only  caa,  per- 
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form.  These,  therefore,  Bre  their  principal 
datjea.  The  other  kind  connsla  of  those  duties 
which  OongreBB  has,  from  time  to  time,  im- 
posed Dp<»t  them,  bf  re^niring  them  to  hold 
cironit  coarts.  These  duties  are  performed  \>j 
them,  not  as  jnatices  of  the  Snpreme  Conrt  bnt 
aa  judges,  of  an  anomalous  character.  These 
dntJes  can  and  maj  be  perfonnad  bj  others. 
They  are,  in  fact,  now  performed  by  some  one 
or  other  of  the  distfict  comi:  judges.  It  seems, 
therefore,  too  plain  to  be  oontroyerted,  that 
these  duties  are  mere^  and  wholly  inoidental 
and  subordinate  to  their  principal  duties. 

I  agree  with  the  honorable  cbturman,  that  we 
ought  not  to  resort  to  independent  circnit  courts 
and  Judses,  if  a  better  plan  can  be  deviBCd. 
Btill,  I  think  tlie  oircnit  conrt  system  less  ob- 
jectionable than  the  plan  proposed  by  the  biU; 
and  the  plan  I  have  aobmitted  leas  otnection- 
ablo  than  either,  becanse  it  is  simple,  cheaper, 
more  efficient,  and  more  uniform.  But  I  can- 
not agree  with  him,  that  the  prejudices  of  the 
people  against  the  old  system  of  1801  still 
exist.  Sir,  I  know  nothing  of  the  men,  or  the 
motives,  or  the  measures  of  that  day,  except 
from  hiatoiT.  I  am  no  advocate  of  that  system ; 
it  will  not  do  for  the  present  day ;  it  lived  but 
a  year,  and  I  will  not  open  its  grave,  nor  disturb 
its  ashes.  By  reoorring,  however,  to  the  his- 
tory of  that  stormy  period,  the  committee,  I 
think,  will  find  that  that  system  was  abolished, 
not  because  it  proved  to  be  intrinucally  or 
practically  wrong,  but  becanse  Uie  people 
thonght  BQCb  a  number  of  jndges  nnnecessary 
and  burdensome.  So  in  the  present  case.  Is 
not  the  honorable  gentleman  in  danger  of  foil- 
ing into  the  same  djSonlty  ?  Is  not  his  plan 
obnoziOQS  to  the  same  objections!  Are  nine 
justices  of  the  Snpreme  Court  necessary  t  They 
are  not  for  the  security  of  the  constitutions,  or 
laws,  or  liberty  of  the  country.  As  their  num- 
bers are  Increased,  their  individual  responsi- 
bility will  be  less  felt,  and  tlioir  high  powers 
will  be  exercised  with  leas  and  less  considera- 
tion and  core.  Nor  ara  nine  necessary  for  the 
S-ompt  and  discreet  administration  of  Jostioe. 
ut  all  the  purposes  of  justice  will  be  readily 
and  equally  attained  by  adopting  the  plan  which 
the  amendment  proposes.  Bhonld  experience 
prove  that  intermediate  conrts  are  convenient 
and  desirable,  they  may  be  easily  formed  of 
the  district  court  judges,  without  at  all  disturb- 
ing the  harmony  or  uniformity  of  the  system. 
There  ara  now  twenty-seven  district  judgea, 
and  thirty-two  or  three  districts.  Courts  may 
he  or^n^ed,compoBedof  three  of  these  judges. 
Take  New  York  and  Kew  Jersey,  for  example. 
They  are  divided  Into  three  distncte,  and  have 
three  judges.  It  is  so  also  with  Pennsylvania 
and  lieiaware.  In  this  way,  nine  courta  may 
be  organized,  with  ^pdtate  jurisdiction,  or 
with  the  jurisdiction  which  the  present  oircnit 
courts  possess,  with  the  merit  of  embnunng  all 
the  States,  and  of  producing  entire  equality 
among  aJ,  without  the  appointment  of  a  single 
new  jndge. 
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Against  the  separation  of  the  justices  at  11» 
Supreme  Court  tram  the  circuit  courts,  tha 
honorable  chairman  strongly  objected,  beenu 
in  that  event,  the  justices  might  beoomtidl^ 
rusty,  and  corrupt.  Theee  are  not  the  tmu  bt 
nsed;  bnt  if  I  did  not  mistake  the  dedsn  of  bis 
remarks,  these  were,  in  his  judgment,  tbeimti- 
able  consequences  which  might  flow  froia  witl- 
drawing  the  Justices  from  the  circuits. 

The  existmg  prejudices  npon  this  (iilri«a 
cannot  be  the  mute  of  experience.  This  piis, 
in  regard  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
Statw,  has  never  been  fairly  tried.  And  Uii 
experience  of  State  courts,  in  this  respect,  will 
be  found  to  have  little  a{)plication  to  Hie  cue 
before  ns.  I  readily  admit  that  thejnsticNaf 
the  Supreme  Court  will  derive  some  adTU- 
tages  from  attending  Qie  cironits.  But  1  caooot 
admit  that  those  advantages,  be  they  whit  Iber 
may,  will  oonnterviul  the  evils  of  inoreasiDg  llu 
number  of  jostioes  on  tJie  bench,  or  that  Ibe; 
will  be  snch  as  llie  honorable  geutlenun  np- 
posed.  It  is  true,  that  riding  the  circuiti  wiD 
keep  them  from  idleness.  So  will  IravdIiDg 
for  any  other  purpose.  So  the  time  tins  em- 
ployed, if  applied  in  examining  the  laws  of  tlx 
country,  will  not  only  keep  them  from  graving 
idle  and  maty,  but  will  m^e  them  abler  Isitjot 
and  better  jadges. 

The  same  advantagee,  moreover,  wiU  lemlt 
from  attending  the  different  terms  of  tb«  &h 

Sreme  Gomt,  if  my  amendment  be  t&OfltA. 
ut  they  are  to  leam  tbe  laws  and  practicarf 
the  States,  by  holding  the  drcuit  courts  I  Bdv 
is  this  to  be  done!  le  it  by  trsveniiig tlie 
States  in  stage  coaches  or  steamboat*!  Orii 
this  knowledge  to  be  acquired  from  the  conlit- 
diotion  of  lawyers  during  the  trial  of  a  ewsel 
To  what  eiteot)  Is  the  circnitjadf^toatt^ 
a  profoond  knowledge  of  all  the  laws,  enstom, 
and  practice  of  the  States  in  which  ha  liolila, 
and  while  he  is  holding  his  court!  Ihi>  «> 
not  be  pretended.  It  appears  to  me,  lh««&n, 
that,  to  sostain  tlusaigQinent,itmuet  beabovB 
that  the  knowledge  of  the  law  or  the  pjMlke 
thus  acquired  at  the  circuita,  be  it  m*'^ '' 
little,  cannot  be  obtained  in  any  other  wVi  "^ 
that,  without  it,  the  Supreme  Court  asoA 
come  to  a  just  decision  upon  causes  bros^t^ 
from  the  circnit  ooorta.  The  honorabie  t^'^ 
man,  in  support  of  his  orsnment,  referred  to  tw 
Snpreme  (^urt  of  England,  and  seemed  to  «>- 
dnde  that,  as  the  josttoes  of  that  court  ¥« 
benefited  by  performing  nuipnM  dntie^" 
ours  would  be  alike  benefited  by  perfMnmil 
circuit  court  duties.  Sir,  to  judge  of  tJui  »«- 
ter  rightly,  we  must  attend  to  the  facts  m  W 
two  cases.  What  on  they!  The  SnpreW 
Oonrt  of  England  has  no  jnradlctioii  of  eqow 
or  of  admirdty  causes.  The  Supreme  Conrt  « 
the  United  States  has  joriediolaon  otm«te»» 
law  and  in  equity,  and  of  admiralty  sA  ■»«- 
time  causes.  In  "England,  there  is  but  we  «»■ 
Bidtution  of  Government.  In  the  United  «»5 
there  are  twenty-five  distinct  oonsbtotjoia « 
Oovemmant,    Thsv,  one  code  of  lUtwe  u" 
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prevails.  Hero,  there  are  twenty-five  difiiBrent 
codes  of  statabe  law.  There,  we  find,  with 
trifiiag  exoeptiODii,  but  one  i7fltein  of  common 
law.  Here,  we  find  twentj-fonr  ajebema  of  the 
common  law,  each  varjiiig  from  the  other. 
There,  the  miee  of  practice  and  the  Ibw  of  evi- 
dence are  the  Mme  in  bU  her  oonrta  of  rtUi  pritu. 
Here,  the  mlee  of  practice  and  the  law  of  evi- 
dence are  different  in  ererj  cironit  coort  in  the 
Union.  What  next!  Why,  the  jnsticea  of  the 
Supreme  Conrt  of  England,  when  in  oonsnlta- 
tion,  compare  the  knowledge  which  each  has 
acquired,  of  the  same  constitution  and  laws  and 
practice,  and  bj  which  each  has  been  always 
and  every  where  governed.  Bnt  when  the 
juaticea  of  onr  Supreme  Oonrt  are  in  confralta- 
tion,  ia  it  BO  with  them)  It  is  not — because 
the  local  oonstitntions  and  laws  and  practices  are 
not  the  same  in  anj  two  of  their  circuits.  Now, 
according  to  the  argument,  the  jnstice  allotted 
to  one  circuit  ia  Bnppowd  to  rely  upon  Ms 
brother  Jostioe  for  information  as  to  what  the 
law,  or  the  practice,  In  each  parttoolar  cose,  is 
in  another  circuit.  But,  if  each  jastica  poe- 
aeases  a  thorongh  knowledge  of  the  whole  law 
of  the  case,  then  such  Information  will  not  be 
sought  or  regnlred,  and  the  decision  of  the  coae 
wnibe  the  judgment  of  the  conrt.  Whereas, 
if  this  sort  of  information  be  material  and  neces- 
sary, &ea  the  delusion  of  the  case  is  no  longer 
the  judgment  of  the  court,  bnt  of  a  dngle  mem- 
ber of  the  court. 

The  honorable  ohalrman  apprehended  that 
the  justices.  If  withdrawn  fmn  the  eircnits, 
would  probably  come  to  the  city  of  Washing 
ton  to  redde,  where  they  might  possibly,  m 
future  time,  become  corrapt.  Sir,  if  I  thought 
that  the  political  influences  of  the  day  would 
act  more  strongly  upon  them^  than  upon  other 
men  here,  I  shoold  agree  with  them.  Bnt  is 
there  danger  that  cormption  will  insinuate  its 
way  into  the  bosom  of  the  conrt  t  If  so,  where 
is  it  most  likely  to  effect  its  pnrpose?  Is  it 
here,  when  the  eye  of  the  nation  is  continoally 
upon  them,  and  where  the  concurrence  of  three 
or  four,  at  least,  is  necessary  to  decide  a  cause ; 
or  at  the  circnita,  where  they  may  be  taken  in 
det^  one  by  one,  and  where,  too,  both  the 
property  and  the  life  of  the  dtizen  may  depend 
upon  the  de^on  of  a  single  circuit  jodge  I 

I  very  much  regret  one  remark  which  fell 
from  the  honorable  gentleman.  I  was  sorry  to 
hear  bim  invoke,  in  advanca  the  public  indig- 
nation upon  the  court,  by  characterizing  it  as 
fnlioinating  its  decrees  from  a  dark  and  vsnlted 
chamber,  declaring  State  laws  nnconstitntional. 
Wherefore  utter  a  doubt  as  to  the  exercise  of 
powers  which  are  dearly  constitntional  ? 
Whwefore  seem  to  impugn  the  members  of  a 
court  Justly  distinguished,  as  well  for  their 
learning  and  integrity,  as  for  their  republican 
meekness  and  simplicity!  And  wherefore  oast 
the  dark  shades  of  anspidon  over  thia  high  tri- 
bunal !  It  ia  the  only  strong  barrier  between 
aimed  power  and  the  unarmed  citiieu.  It 
ahonld   be   cautiously  tonohed.     Sir,   much 


handling  soils  the  whiteneas  of  the  enninei  as 
it  dima  the  lustre  of  fine  gold.  And  though  it 
do  not  destroy,  it  deeply  uijnrea. 

The  honorable  gentieman  gives  me  to  under- 
stand that  he  did  not  deny  tnia  high  power  to 
the  comt,  of  deciding  upon  the  constitution- 
ality of  laws.  I  know,  sir,  he  did  not.  Snt 
hia  language  implied  that  the  ezerdse  of  it  was 
odious.  It  is  of  that  I  oomplun.  What  is 
doubted,  soon  comes  to  be  denied.  Ia  not  thia 
great  power  indispensable  to  our  safety  t  And 
if  BO,  ought  it  to  be  impMredl  Suppose  Con- 
gress should  Buq>end  the  writ  of  hMecu  eorput, 
when  there  was  no  war,  nor  insurrection,  nor 
rebellion — in  a  time  of  profound  peace,  and 
when  every  man  wonld  a^itthe  suspension  to 
be  uncimstitutional!  An  iimocent  citizen  is 
arbitrarily  seized  and  imprisoned ;  what  redreas 
has  het  Will  he  come  to  Oongress  for  itt 
Congress  is  his  oppressor.  Where  then  mnst 
ha  got  He  muat  go  to  thia  same  "dork  and 
vaulted  chamber."  There  is  no  other  power 
that  can  open  his  prison  doors  and  set  him  free. 
Ag^ — suppose  a  State  Legislature  should  re- 
vive the  old  law  of  attainder,  or  moke  bank 
bills,  for  example,  a  legal  tender,  instead  of 
"gold  or  silver f"  Where  else  than  to  thia 
coort  can  the  citizen  go,  for  the  protection  of  hia 
profierty,  and  his  blood  t  Bnt  if  the  war  be 
carried  further,  as  it  might  be,  and  a  State  Gov- 
ernment shoold  wantonly  attaint  federal  officers 
— and  the  Federal  Government  should  arbitra- 
rily imprison  8tat«  officers,  who  could  stay  the 
strife,  and  redress  the  wrong,  bnt  the  Supreme 
Oonrt  I  It  is  the  constitutional  Judge,  and  there 
is  none  else.  The  conrt  may  sometimes  err. 
Bnt  what  then)  Shall  we  destroy  all  respect 
for  it,  by  direct  or  implied  charges  of  usurpa- 
tion t  Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  the  fear  which 
leads  some  to  tJiink  that  the  couri:may  wanton- 
ly abuse  or  usurp  power,  resta  upon  no  good 
foundation.  The  jnstices  are  liable  to  impeach- 
ment. If  they  wantonly  abuse  their  high  trnst, 
they  may  be  impeached,  and  turned  out  of  office. 
This  is  a  strong  security.  Bnt  there  ia  still  a 
stronger.  Oongress  can  at  any  time  diminish, 
or  wholly  take  away,  their  appellate  Jurisdic- 
tion; and  thus  leave  them  nearly  powerlesa. 
Suppose,  however,  that  we  had  not  this  secu- 
rity. WUI  adding  to  their  number  increase 
their  responsibility,  or  fHminiHli  their  power,  or 
prevent  error  iujndgment!  Directly  the  con- 
Should  my  amendment  be  adopted,  the  per- 
manent residence  of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  at  the  city  of  Waanington  would  not  be  a 
tiling  of  courae.  There  would  be  no  necessity 
for  it.  But  suppose  they  should  come  to  this 
city  to  reside,  could  they  not  acquire  as  much 
valuable  information  from  the  lawyers,  and 
Judges,  and  other  citizens,  who  resort  to  this 
place,  from  the  several  States,  as  they  conld 
obtain  while  on  their  circuits)  Beidaes,  if  it 
requires  any  eye  to  watoh  over  them,  wonld 
they  not  be  subjected  here  to  the  severe  sera- 
tiny  of  the  Preddent,  the  Senate,  and  the  im- 
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mediate  representatiTea  of  the  people  t  If, 
however,  the  remdence  of  the  JtuUces  »t  Waah- 
ingtoQ  be  objectionable,  it  afibrds  an  additional 
reason  for  haTing  two  or  three  tenns  a  year 
of  the  Sapreme  Ooort,  instead  of  one.  If  one 
term  of  the  oonrt  be  held  M  the  city  of  Waflh- 
ington,  and  one  or  two  other  tenni  l>e  held  at 
one  or  two  of  the followingplaces,  namely,  Cin- 
cinnati, Philadelphia,  or  New  York,  Bome  of  the 
advantages  would  be  obviona.  It  would  re- 
move the  objection,  if  there  be  an;  thing  in  it, 
agaiiiet  the  jnetices  rending  at  any  one  place. 
Tney  woold  natorally  reside  at  different  plaoee 
abont  the  oonntry,  u  they  now  do.  It  would 
prevent  delay,  and  moke  jnjrtace  more  prompt, 
Dy  the  freqnenoy  of  the  termB.  It  womd  be  a 
great  accommodation  to  saitora,  by  the  great 
saving  of  time  and  expense  to  them.  It  woold 
carry  the  court  home  to  the  people^  and  among 
the  people.  Sir,  I  agree  tlmt  judges,  to  be  good 
judges,  should  be  employed,  and  ooDstantlj 
employed.  But  it  is  the  employment  of  tb« 
mind  that  makes  the  judge.  It  is  the  time  sprat 
ia  the  study,  iu  the  aoquuitliHi  of  legal  ooienoe, 
and  not  in  stages,  in  traversing  the  country,  that 
makes  the  profound  JurisL  I  have  not  been 
able  to  ascert^  the  quantity  of  businesB  the 
oonrt  now  has  to  do.  The  honorable  gentleman 
seemed  to  think  it  might  all  be  done  in  six 
weeks  or  two  monUu.  This  appears  to  me  to 
be  too  low  an  estimate.  Bnt,  whatever  the 
fact  may  be,  it  is  very  easy  to  give  the  court 
enough  to  do.  By  simply  extending  the  right 
of  appeal,  there  would  soon  be  enough  for  the 
oonrt  to  do. 

Mj  ocmviotion  is  thorough,  that  the  Jnstioes 
of  the  Sapreme  Court  ongfit  to  be  withdrawn 
from  the  circuits.  I  see  no  other  way  to  main- 
tain the  integrity  of  the  court,  which  I  deem 
not  more  essential  to  ita  safety  than  to  its  nae- 
ftilneea.  Think  of  it  as  we  may,  still  this  high 
tribonal  occupies  the  nentral  ground  between 
the  twenty-five  governments  and  the  people. 
No  matter  whether  the  oppression  or  the  wrong 
prooeed  from  the  federal  or  from  a  State  gov- 
ernment Uncontrolled  power  is  the  enemy  of 
liberty,  and  the  people's  tyrant.  It  is,  ihere- 
fortu  between  the  goveinmenta  and  the  govern- 
ed, between  the  powem  and  the  dntjes  of  the 
people's  Bgenta,  and  the  righta  and  privileges  of 
the  people  thenuelvee^  that  this  court  is  the 
oonadtntjonal  Judge,  and  the  sole  Judge,  And 
he  assumes  a  leamil  re^onsibility  who  impairs 
this  last  and  strongest  dtadel,  to  which  man 
oan  flee  for  the  protection  of  lit>erty  or  life. 

iii.  Polk  next  rose.  Be  s^d  that,  in  con- 
sidering the  bill  now  before  the  committee,  and 
the  amendment  offered  as  a  substitnte  for  it  by 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  had  just 
resumed  bis  seat,  heperfbctly  agreed  both  with 
the  chairman  of  the  OiHnmittee  on  the  Judiciary 
and  with  the  gentleman  from  Kew  York,  that, 
whatav<7  the  judicial  system  of  the  United 
States  be,  it  should  be  uniform;  that  the  in- 
ferior jndioial  tribunals,  however  organised,  and 
with  whatever  Jurisdiction  and  power  it  was 


deemed  wise  to  invest  them,  as  well  ss  tba 
mode  of  administuing  justice,  should  be  Iht 
same  in  every  portion  of  the  ITiu<»l  II  (Mid 
Mr.  P.)  "  the  oitixeuB  of  each  State  shall  be  to- 
titled  to  all  privil^es  and  immnnitjes  of  eU- 
xens  in  (he  several  Satefc"  andif  theSbdMui 
entitled  to  be  governed  (as  far  as  this  Goraih 
meut  can  legitimately  extend  ita  anthoritr)  {7 
equal  and  uniform  laws,  operating  alike  npoa 
every  portion  of  the  oonntry,  it  is  difficihu 
perceive  upon  what  printuple  it  is  that  tbeju- 
aicisl  system  extended  to  one  portion  cf  ii$ 
Union  mould  be  withheld  from  another.  All 
the  States  are  e<]na]  in  point  of  dignity  and  d 
rights.  The  principles  of  this  bill  I  preftr  It 
the  amendment,  though  I  am  not  entirely  esI- 
isfied  with  either.  The  bill  proposes  no  dm 
system,  bnt  an  extennon  of  tne  <dd  en^  kof 
ei^oyed  by  the  Atlantic  States,  to  the  VisUn 
country.  I  conld  have  wished  that  ita  pnri- 
sions  had  not  only  extended  the  qnUan,  InI 
have  made  it  the  same  in  all  the  States.  Tlia 
West  asks  this ;  and  is  her  reooest  onrtSMB- 
able  t  In  the  Atlantic  States  there  is  no  om- 
pl^t.  There  should  be  none  in  the  mw 
Western  States.  Your  jndioiary  ongbt  to  a- 
psnd  itself  with  ttie  growth  and  popnlitioiKif 
the  country.  The  system  which  hs*  bees 
tested  by  the  experience  of  for^  yesn  in  lbs 
Atlantic  States,  and  which  was  ad^^  to  our 
condition  in  onr  in&noy,  has  not  been  enluiftd 
BO  as  to  suit  us  in  our  manhood.    WehSTtoot- 


cironit  court  aystem,  (having  only  <_  . 
ooarts,)  and  it  has  been  bnt  imperfectly  extmded 
to  the  seventh  circuit,  compoeed  of  Ohio,  Ktn- 
tncky,  and  Tennessee,  as  I  shall  preewUf  a- 
deavor  to  show. 

In  order  to  show  more  distinctly  tbe  in- 
equality of  the  present  system  as  r^sida  tbs 
Western  States,  compared  with  Hum  e*it</ 
the  Alleghany  monnwns^  it  may  be  ir^  to 
look,  for  B  moment,  to  the  Jndicu]  history  i' 
the  United  StatM,  and  to  adi  of  gentlemen  btre 
repreeentiDg  the  East,  why  tikis  inequlitT 
shonld  have  been  permitted  so  long  to  temiB, 
and  what  seotible  reason  there  can  be  no*  to 
refuse  the  remedy. 

When  the  judiciary  act  of  Septemba,  1189, 
wss  passed,  there  were  bnt  ten  States  is  tl» 
Union;  North  Carolina,  Rhode  Island,  and 
Vermont  came  Into  the  Union  snbseqneatlT  M 
the  pssdng  of  that  act;  and  the  syston  wtm 
it  provided  was  extended  to  the  former  ioJ^sa, 
1T90,  and  to  the  latter  in  March,  1791.  Attbe 
date  of  that  act,  with  only  ten  Stsiss  is  the 
Union,  snd  witn  a  population  not  excsedag 
one-third  of  the  present  pt^ulatitui  of  tfa* 
twenty-four  States,  it  was  deoued  attumtj^ 
appoint  six  jndges  of  the  Supreme  Oonrt.  In 
States  were  divided  into  three  dnniH.  >^ 
Eastern,  Kiddie,  and  BouthenL  North  Cmfi- 
na  was  attached  to  the  Southern,  and  Bbeda 
Island  and  Vermont  to  the  £astem  oironU^  s* 
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thej  rwpeeUTel?  oama  into  the  Union.  Two 
JndgM  of  tiie  Baprame  Oonrt  were  reqnired  to 
predda  in  each  circait  with  the  respective  dis- 
trict Judges,  and  0ODBtiUit«d  the  circuit  court, 
nntil  the  act  of  M&rab,  1793,  when  one  jndge 
of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  district  Judge 
eompoeed  llie  cirouit  court,  who  were  required 
to  auernate  or  intercfaaoge  drouite  wiUi  each 
otber.  It  is  not  mj  purpose  to  detain  the  com- 
mittee bj  a  minnte  aooount  of  the  Judicial  his- 
tory,  fiuther  than  to  show  the  inequality  of  the 
sjstem  as  it  operates  in  the  different  States. 
The  ohairmon  of  the  Judiciary  Committee,  In 
hin  opening  ailment,  has  relieved  me  from 
the  neoesBity  of  doing  so.  Thns  the  system 
coatinned  until  the  famous  act  of  the  13th  Feb- 
roary,  ISOlj  fiuniliarly  known  to  the  country 
OB  the  midmght  system.  By  that  act,  the  Su- 
prenie  Court  Judges  were  relieved  froni  circuit 
oonrt  duties,  and  were  to.  constitute  an  appel- 
late court  alone.  Uaoy  additional  circuit 
Jndgea  were  created  and  commissioned,  two  of 
whom,  with  the  district  jadge,  conBtitnted  i 
conrt  termed  a  circuit  oonrt.  Thiasystem  is  no 
precisely  the  same  with  that  proposed  by  ibi 
gentleman  from  New  York,  but  mffers  from  it 
only  in  this,  that  the  gentleman's  amendment 
doeanotproposetbeappointmentof  circuit  Judg- 
ea,  bnt  to  invest  the  district  judges  wili  circait 
court  powers.  At  the  first  session  of  Congress 
after  Mr.  Jefferson  came  into  ofBoe,  the  system 
of  1 801  was  repealed,  and  the  new  Judgei  legis- 
lated out  of  office ;  and,  at  the  aame  session,  the 
former  system  was  reorganized,  with  slight 
and  immaterial  alterations  from  that  of  1TS8, 
not  iinportBiit  here  to  mention,  and  the  system 
whiofa  we  now  have  was  established.  At  the 
reorganization  of  the  system  in  1B02,  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee  hod  been  admitted  into  the 
Union.  Ohio  oame  in  shortiy  aiterwards. 
They  were  left  with  only  district  courts — l>eing 
at  that  time  unimportant  ^striota,  with  a  sparse 
and  comparatively  small  population,  with  but 
little  Jnditual  business  to  transact,  faUing  within 
the  jurisdiction  conferred  upon  the  federal 
conrts.  In  1807,  they  had  grown  in  numbers, 
in  bosineas,  and  importance,  to  such  an  ex- 
tent, tliat  a  law  was  passed  constituting  them 
Into  a  circuit,  and  appointing  a  seventh  Judge 
of  the  Supreme  Oourt,  who  was  allotted  to  that 
cirooit;  and  who,  with  the  respective  district 
Judges  in  those  three  States,  constituto  circuit 
courts.  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  Union 
In  1812,  Indiana  in  1B16,  Hissiseippi  in  ISIV, 
Illinois  in  1S18,  Alabama  in  1819,  H^e  in 
1B20,  and  Hissouri  in  1831.  The  drcnit  court 
system  was  extended  to  Hmne  at  the  same  ses- 
sion of  Congress  that  she  was  admitted  into  the 
Union  as  a  free  and  independent  State.  The 
other  six  States,  although  admitted  into  the 
Union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original 
States,  have,  to  uiis  hour,  only  district  courts. 
No  Judge  from  that  quarter  of  the  Union  has  a 
place  upon  the  bendi  of  the  Supreme  OonrL 
No  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Oourt  ever  aids  the 
district  judge  in  thetrialof  causes  in  tliat  qnar- 
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ter  of  the  Union.  The  constitution,  the  trea- 
ties, and  laws  of  the  United  States,  the  consti- 
tutJOQ  and  laws  of  the  Stat«a,  which  may  be 
drawn  in  question  in  this  court,  affecting  these 
Junior  members  of  the  confederacy,  in  common 
with  the  older  States,  are  now  ezponnded  by  & 
court  of  the  last  resort,  composed  of  six  judgCM 
east  of  the  Alleghany,  and  but  one  west  of  it, 
and  that  one  having  no  connection  with  these 
six  States.  They  have  no  participation,  direct 
or  indirect,  in  tma  high  tribunal,  In  protecting 
or  defending  the  lives,  the  libertiee,  or  the  prop- 
erty of  their  citizens.  Sir,  the  papulation  of 
these  six  Western  States  is  already  great,  and 
is  rapidly  increasing.  It  is  already  near  two 
millions  of  inhabitants.  Uore  than  twenty-two 
years  have  elapsed  since thesystem  was  eitend- 
edj  imperfectly  as  it  is,  to  the  seventh  circuit. 


Within  that  period  the  thick  forests  of  the  val- 
ley of  the  Mississippi  have  been  filled  by  you 
enterprinng  and  adventurous  citizens;  andth 


vast  region,  then  an  nninhabited  waste,  but 
reoently  reclumed  from  its  savage  possessors, 
now  swarms  with  a  dense,  a  free,  and  a  hu>- 
py  population  of  civilized  freemen.  The  Jn£- 
otal  budness  has  increased  to  snob  an  extent, 
that  they  feel  the  inconvenience  of  their  exdn- 
sion  fi«m  the  benefits  of  the  circuit  oonrt  sys- 
tem, and  they  clamor  for  its  extension.  So 
great  has  the  Judicial  business  become,  that  yon 
have  already  found  it  necessary,  in  two  of  these 
StatecL  (Lonidana  and  Alabama,)  to  establish 
two  district  courts  in  each  of  them.  And  let 
me  say,  sir,  that  the  district  courts  at  New  ' 
Orleans  and  Ifobile — whether  regarded  from 
the  quantity  of  business  which  they  do,  or  from 
the  great  importance  of  the  le^  qnestions 
which  it  often  becomes  their  duty  to  decide — 
are  second  in  importance  to  bnt  few  conrts  in 
the  Umon.  Are  these  new  States,  let  ma  ask, 
always  to  remun  in  their  present  condition — 
as  judicial  provinces  t  If  they  are  not,  has  not 
the  time  come  to  extend  to  them  the  benefits  of 
the  system  which  yon  eqjoy  east  of  the  Alle- 
ghany ridget 

I  come  now  t 
seventh  circuit ;  o  ,      , 

tem  oS  at  present  extended  there,  and  of  the 
utter  inability,  the  physical  as  well  as  men- 
tal inability,  of  any  one  man  to  perform,  as  ho 
should,  the  various  duties  that  devolve  npon 
him  in  that  extensive  oircait.  In  addition  to 
the  large  territorial  extent  of  that  circuit,  and  the 
great  distoooe  of  travel  which  the  Judge  has 
annually  to  p^form,  in  attending  the  courts  at 
Columbus,  U  Frankfort,  at  Nashville,  at  Knox- 
ville,  and  the  Supreme  Court  in  this  city,  and 
in  addition  to  the  cases  within  the  jurisdiction 
of  that  court,  common  to  all  the  States,  there  is 
a  very  large  maas  of  litigation  there,  in  regard 
to  land  titles,  which  b  scarcely  known  in  the 
Eastern  States.  The  land  litigation  in  that  cir- 
cuity over  which  thisoourt  has  concurrent  Juris- 
diction with  the  State  courts,  is  more  extenrive, 
and  the  coses  more  numerous  than  in  all  the 
Eastern  States  together,    llaoy  of  the  lands  in 
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Tennessee  were  patented  by  the  Btote  of  North 
Carolina  more  than  fortj  jeara  ago,  when  the 
territorj-  belonged  to  that  State,  and  when  the 
taiids  werembjectto the  Indian pOBSOB^on;  and 
mtaj  of  the  lands  have  been  patented  bj  Ten- 
□easee  ainoe  she  haa  been  a  member  of  the 
tJaioQ.  It  is  a  fact  that  caimot  be  oontro- 
verted,  and  need  not  be  concealed,  that  each  is 
the  intricaoj  and  complexity  of  the  land  laws 
of  North  Carolina  and  Tenneaaee,  constitnting 
almost  a  volume  of  themaelvea,  and  certunlj 
forming  a  diatinct  code  different  from  an^  other 
I  have  ever  seen,  that  bnt  few  men  of  tLe  pro- 
fession of  law  in  that  Btate  with  jears  of  stndy 
and  constant  practice  in  the  courts,  have  ever 
acquired  the  repntation  of  being  sound  land 
lawyers.  Such  waa  the  peculiar  avstem  of  ac- 
quiring titles  to  lands,  and  such  Uie  looseness 
and  nncertaintj  which  prevailed  in  practice, 
both  in  North  Carolina,  and  afterwards  prac- 
tised npon  in  Tennessee,  that  one  of  the  great- 
eat  scourges  that  has  ever  visited  tbe  people  of 
that  State  is  the  nncertjuntj  of  their  land  titles, 
and  the  vast  amount  of  litigation  that  has  grown 
out  of  this  state  of  things.  Mnch  the  ereater 
portion  of  this  description  of  litigation,  I  hope, 
indeedIknow,has  been  disposed  of;  but,  at  the 
some  time,  much,  I  fear,  jet  remains  to  be 
settled.  This  description  <rf'  litigation,  added 
to  the  other  business,  over  which  the  court  has 

^'^risdiction,  is  one  great  cause  of  the  great  de- 
ay  of  justice  in  the  federal  couri:  at  Nashville. 
The  churman  of  the  committee  has  alreadj 
Btated  the  fact,  as  represented  by  the  bar  of  that 
place,  to  this  House,  several  years  ago,  that 
anch  was  the  delay  of  Justice  in  that  court,  that 
some  of  the  eanses  on  the  docket  were  older 
than  the  professional  career  of  abnoet  every 
member  of  that  bar,  acme  of  whom  had  been 
in  practice  a  dozen  and  more  years.  In  Ken- 
tacky  and  Ohio,  but  more  especially  in  the  for- 
mer, much  litigation  of  the  same  oharacter  has 
existed.  Kentucky,  when  a  part  of  Virginia, 
was,  in  groat  port  patented  by  the  8tate ;  and 
many  of  the  lands  in  some  portions  of  Ohio 
were  patented  by  Virginia  and  other  States. 
The  Representatives  from  both  these  States  in- 
form US,  that  the  conrts  there  have  not  the  time 
nor  the  ability  to  dispose  of  the  causes  upon 
their  respective  dockets.  If  this  be  the  uot, 
and  it  cannot  t>e  controverted,  of  what  cooee- 
quenoe  is  it,  that  upon  your  statute  books,  you 
extend  the  circuit  court  system  to  those  three 
States ;  but  so  overburden  the  judge  that  is  al- 
lotted to  that  circuit,  that  he  has  neither  the 
merits  DOr  the  physical  ability  to  do  the  bu^- 
ness?  When  those  three  States  were  coneti- 
tated  into  a  circuit  in  1807,  their  population 
did  not  exceed  half  a  million  of  souls.  'It 
amounts  now  to  more  than  two  millions.  Then 
the  litigation  was  comparatively  email;  now  it 


ifl  great 
I  have  1 


]  have  thus  attempted  to  present  to  ttus  com- 
mittee the  true  present  condidon  of  the  nine 
Western  and  Southwestern  States,  in  reference 
to  the  operation  of  the  federal  Judiciary  within 


'  their  limits.  That  condition  preaents  muj 
evils  and  inconveniences  that  reqmre  a  renudy. 
What  that  remedy  should  be,  it  will  be  prnptf 
that  I  should  next  consider. 

And  first,  will  this  bill  afford  the  remed; 
which  the  existing  evils  require!  It  will  m- 
qnestionably  in  part,  and  but  in  part,  remedy 
some  of  the  existmg  inconveniences  of  the  pret- 
ent  organization  of  the  conrts ;  but  1  regird  ii 
as  a  misfortune  that  the  Judiuary  Commitut  | 
who  reported  it  had  not  gone  fiirther,  and  if-  i 
forded  a  complete  remet^.  Three  additionil 
judges,  instead  of  two,  would  have  ecablediis  I 
so  to  arrange  the  (nrcoits  as  to  extend  eae^ 
justice  to  the  Weet,  and  to  afford  a  system  tut  , 
will  r^ire  no  alteration  or  eitenaion  In  lO  | 
time.  This  bill  makes  no  provision  fi^  ibe 
western  district  of  Lonisiansi,  or  tbe  ncithon 
district  of  Alabama.  The  courts  at  Opeloofta 
and  at  Huntsvilla  are  still  to  be  left  with  odIt  dis- 
trict courts.  The  fonr  States  of  Ohic,  Indiau,  i 
Illinois,  and  Missouri,  are  crowded  into  out  at-  I 
cuit;  KentuckyandTennesseeareunitediiKoe 
circuit;  and  the  sontbem  district  of  AUbtnu, 
Mississippi,  and  the  eastern  district  of  Loaiauu, 
are  thrown  in  one  circuit.  Sir,  the  chaiimaA 
of  the  Judici^'  Committee  has  stated  thu  i 
Tennessee  and  Kentucky  must  be  onited  in  cm  ■ 
circuit,  however  reluctant  the  Union  intj  it 
That,  he  aaya,  is  the  only  arrangemeDt  bj 
which  nine  Judgce  can  be  made  to  anawfrto 
the  present  lliat  gentleman,  when  tMi  sub- 
ject was  last  before  Congress,  in  182S,  rotd  | 
with  a  large  majority  of  liis  Ilonse  to  stpwsie 
Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  and  throw  them  inu 
different  circnits,  because  of  the  undae  pnpff- 
tion  of  Judicial  business  in  those  two  &SM; 
that  gentieman,  at  that  time,  voted  for  la 
Judges  instead  of  nine.  He  then  thon^t  iea 
than  ten  judgea  would  not  do.  If  it  «m 
then  proper  to  separate  Tennessee  sod  Eo- 
tacky,  what  has  since  occurred  to  reader  it  n 
peciu^ly  necessary  to  unite  them  iio»f  K 
the  state  of  the  Western  conntry  was  in  snch  i 
condition  then,  that,  in  the  opinion  of  the  g* 
tteman,  ten  judges  were  required  to  do  ih» 
businesa,  what  has  once  occurred  to  cbtap 
.  that  opinion  I  Has  not  the  Western  country 
been  advanoing  rather  than  reoeding  ia  popal*- 
tion,  rinoe  that  time  ?  Has  the  Judidal  bnants 
decreased,  or,  rather,  has  not  tbe  ^tlemu 
himself  labored  to  prove  to  us  that  il  bub- 
creased  since  that  tmie  t  At  that  tjate,  I  tc- 
lieve,  it  was  admitted  by  all  who  advocated  tbe 
extension  of  that  system,  that  less  tk*"  to 
judges  would  not  afford  a  remedy  for  the  evaa 
of  which  the  West  complained.  Tbe  Ito 
cbainnan  of  the  Judiciary  CommittM  in  Ibi* 
House,  (now  a  Senator  from  MassachnsetteJ  ia 
reporting  the  bill  with  ten  judges,  1  wdi  n- 
member,  stated  that  he  rather  asseoted  loKn 
judges,  than  recommended  their  upppoinnno'' 
at  rtiat  time.  He  rather  inclined  to  p«*r  ninj 
to  ten  Jndgea,  but  ultimately  voted  for  ten.  I 
see  gentiemen  around  me  noting  this.  IM.t 
will  be  pleaaed  to  note,  too,  the  BfooDd  ojmu 
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irhjch  that  opinion  was  expressed  b^  tbe  then 
diairman  of  the  Jadidary  Committee,    It  was 

tblt,  in  his  opinion,  the  three  Northwestern 
States  (Indiana,  Dlinois,  and  Missouri)  "might 
well  enongh  go  on  for  some  time  longer,  and 
form  a  circnit  of  themselves,  perhaps,  hereafter, 
S3  the  population  shall  increase,  and  the  state 
of  affairs  reqoire  it." 

This  was  the  only  plan  hj  which  the  then 
ebairman  of  the  committee  thought  it  practica- 
ble to  make  two  additional  Justices  of  the  Sn- 
preme  Conrt  answer  the  demands — the  Jost  de- 
mands of  the  West.  It  was  to  leave  Missouri, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  with  onlj  dbtriot  conrts 
for  the  time  being,  and  constitate  them  into  a 
circnit  at  some  fntore  period.  The  bill  in  182B, 
afler  a  protracted  discussion  of  man;  weeks. 
pKssed  this  Hoose,  adding  three  additional 
judges  to  the  Sopreme  Oonrt,  making  the  whole 
nomber  ten.  Ine  same  bill  passeii  the  Senate 
with  the  eame  nmnber  of  jodges,  bnt  was 
■me&ded  in  that  body  so  as  to  change  the  two 
northwestern  drcnits  in  their  arrangement. 
The  bill,  as  it  passed  this  House,  placed  Ohio 
sod  Kentnckj  in  the  seventh  circmt,  in  which 
there  was  already  a  jndge  residing,  and  eonsti- 
tated  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Uissonri  into  a 
separate  circait.  The  Senate  passed  the  bill 
withont  alteration  in  its  matenal  parts;  but 
proposed  to  change  those  to  circuits,  so  as  to 
make  Eentocky  and  Missonri  the  seventh  cir- 
cait, and  to  coi^tnte  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  ntinois 
into  B  oircoit.  iThe  bill,  as  it  passed  both  in 
the  Senate  and  in  the  Hoose,  placed  Tennessee 
and  Alabama  in  one  circnit,  and  Mississippi  and 
LouiMana  in  another.  In  consequence  of  this 
inunaterial  difference  of  opinion  between  the 
two  Houses  in  the  arrangement  of  the  two 
northwestern  drcmts,  the  bill  unfortunately 
fiuled  between  the  two  Houses.  Althoo^h  the 
two  Houses  then  agreed  in  opinion  that  it  was 
proper  to  extend  the  system,  and  to  add  three 
additional  judges  to  the  bench  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  jet,  in  consequence  of  this  unimportant 
difierence  of  opinion  about  these  two  districts, 
the  'Western  country  remains  to  this  hour 
withouttheenjoymentof  the  system  which  that 
bill  proposed  to  extend  to  her.  Let,  then. 
additional  judges  be  appointed  in  the  West,  and 
let  the  circuits  be  prooerly  arranged,  and  the 
system  will  last  for  all  time.  When  riorida, 
Arkansas,  and  tGohigan  come  into  the  ITnion, 
(and  the  period  is  not  very  distant  when  we 
may  expect  their  accession  to  the  XJuion,)  they 
can  be  very  naturally  attached  to  the  a^acent 
circuits,  without  much  increasing  the  duties  of 
the  jodges.  To  make  the  system  entirely  uni- 
form I  would  attach  the  northern  district  of 
New  York,  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania, 
and  the  western  district  of  Virpnia,  if  the 
eentlemen  from  &ose  quarters  of  the  Union 
desire  it,  to  the  respective  circuits  already  estab- 
lished east  of  the  Alleghany,  which  they  adjoin. 
Toot  system  would  then  possess  no  anomalies, 
it  would  have  symmetry  in  sU  its  parts.  If  the 
amendment  of  the  gentieman  from  New  York 
Vot.X.^-41 


should  be  r^eoted,  and  no  other  gentleman 
does,  I  will,  myself  propose  an  amendment  to 
make  the  system  such  as  I  have  indicated.  Jt 
the  House  shall  decide  to  appoint  only  two 
additional  jndgesj  then  justice  will  require  that 
the  eastern  circuits  should  be  enlargec^  so  as  to 
give  the  services  of  one,  at  least,  of  the  judges 
now  east  of  the  mount^s  to  the  West. 

What,  sir,  let  me  inquire,  is  the  amendment 
of  the  gentleman  from  New  York,  so  far  aa 
the  Supreme  Ooart,  as  a  mere  Supreme  Court, 
is  concerned,  but  a  re-enactment  of  the  system 
of  1801 !  It  proposes  to  withdraw  the  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  ftom  their  circuit  duties, 
and  to  constitute  them  a  permanent  appeUate 
court.  So  did  the  act  of  1801.  It  provides 
that  the  circuit  courte  shall  be  abolished,  and 
that  the  district  conrts  shall  possess  the  juris- 
diction and  powers  of  the  present  circuit  courts. 
U  the  amendment  offered  had  gone  on  to  pro- 
vide for  the  appointment  of  two  additional 
judges  in  each  circuit,  to  hold  the  courts  with 
uie  respective  district  judges,  it  would  have  been 
precisely  the  system  of  1801.  This  is  the  only 
difference.  The  amendment  baa  only  this  to 
recommend  it  which  that  system  had  not,  that 
it  does  not  increase  the  number  of  the  inferior 
judges  and  does  not  enlarge  the  patronage  of 
the  Eiecotive. 

When  we  contemplate  the  system  proposed 
by  the  gentleman's  amendment^  in  uie  most 
dispassionate  manner,  there  are  many  and  irre- 
sistible objections  to  it.  Some  of  these  have 
already  been  stated  by  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania,  in  his  general  remarks  in  the 
opening  of  this  debate.  If  the  judges  of  the 
Supreme  Court  are  confined  eiclusively  to  their 
appellate  duties  in  bank,  there  b  danger — 
indeed  it  is  almost  certain  that  they  will  cease 
to  employ  themselves  in  the  recess  of  the  Sn- 
preme  Court,  in  the  dry,  laborious,  and  unin- 
teresting employment  of  reading  the  statutory 
codes  of  twentf-four  States,  and  tiie  judicial 
decisions  of  the  State  conrts  founded  npon  these 
codes  scattered  through  a  hundred  volumes,  and 
all  of  which  it  is  necessary  they  should  under- 
stand. No  man  with  tiie  most  unremitted 
application  and  study,  can  be  so  good  a  lawyer, 
no  man  can  be  so  good  a  judge  of  the  Ira  W, 
or  statute  law  of  a  State,  who  is  confined  to 
the  trial  of  appeals  and  writs  of  error  at  Wash- 
ington, as  one  who  presides  on  the  trial  of  the 
cause  in  the  inferior  oonrt^  where  the  law,  and 
the  decisions  of  the  State  m  which  it  prevuls, 
are  famiKar  to  the  profession  of  that  State, 
who  elucidate  and  apply  it  in  argument  in  the 
conrt  below.  The  great  advantage  derived  from 
the  present  circuit  system,  is,  that,  by  requir- 
ing each  judge  of  the  Supreme  ODnrt  to  preside 
with  the  district  Judge  in  the  trial  of  causes  in 
the  inferior  courts,  you  make  him  familiar  with 
the  statute  or  local  law  within  his  circuit. 
And  when  the  Supreme  Court  assembly  in 
bank  to  try  appeals  and  writs  of  error,  soma 
one  of  the  jndges  is  always  familiar  with  the 
law  npon  whiiSi  the  decision  of  the  case  may 
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dep«iict,  sod  b7  this  kuowledKe  is  enabled  to 
Abridge  tbe  labor  of  his  BasocTates,  and  afford 
them  facilities  in  eiamiDing  the  case,  and  in 
arriTins  at  a  Just  cocclTision.  What  JTidge  per- 
manently located  at  Waahington,  however  vigor- 
ous his  intellect,  and  however  profotmd  his 
knowledge  of  the  fimdamental  prindplea  of  tie 
law  may  be,  bat  who  never  presided  over  the 
tiiftl  of  aa  ^ectment  in  Eentnokr  or  Tennessee, 
if  left  to  grope  his  way  nn^ded  by  the  argn- 
ment  of  counsel  firom  that  quarter  c^  the  Union, 
can  ever  Boderetand  or  properly  expound  the 
intricate  local  laws  of  these  Btateat  What 
Jodge  can  understand  the  let  loH  of  Lonisiana, 
where  the  principles  of  the  civil  law  obtunt 
In  a  word,  what  one  man,  wholly  relieved  from 
the  trial  of  causes  in  the  court  below,  can  or 
will  ever  understand  the  separatA  and  distinct 
codes  of  these  twenty-fonr  States?  Even  by 
the  present  circnit  court  system,  in  those  States 
to  which  it  has  been  extended,  no  single  Judge 
has  sD  accurate  knowledge  of  the  statntory 
codes  of  ail  these  States :  bnt  when  assembled 
in  the  Snpreme  Court,  they  bring  together  an 
a^regflte  of  legal  information,  whidi 


circnits.  If  the  Jndgea  of  the  Snpreme  Coort 
are  required  to  preride  only  in  the  Snp: 
Oonrt,  they  will  nave  nine  or  ten  monUi 
leisore  in  the  year,  which  Qiey  can,  and  prob- 
ably  will,  employ  in  more  pleasing  pnrsnita  than 
in  poring  over  mnsty  volomee  of  statntes.  It 
has  been  often  jostly  remarked  that  constant 
employment  on  the  bench,  and  being  constantly 
thrown  In  collision  with  the  profession,  makes 
the  beat  judge ;  or,  as  it  has  been  aptly 
pressed,  "  the  jodse  who  tries  the  most  cai 
is  the  best  judge."  The  gentleman  from  Kew 
York  thinks  that  there  is  not  much  in  the  argu- 
ment, that  the  jndges  upon  thecircnit  can  acquire 
legal  information  that  will  be  usefnl  to  tbe  Su- 
preme Court  assembled  in  bank ;  and  he  pnte  a 
case.  Suppose,  says  he,  the  court  to  consist  of 
nine  judges,  and  each  to  perform  circuit  duties. 
One  of  these  judges  presides  on  the  trial  of  a 
cause  at  New  Orleans,  and  there  is  a  writ  of 
error  to  the  Snpreme  Oonrt;  one  Judge  will 
understand  the  mmiicipsl  law  of  Louisiana  upon 
which  the  case  depends;  the  remaining  eight 
do  not,  but  must  investigate  it  for  themselves. 
The  case  put  by  the  gentleman  illustrates  and 
enforces  the  argument  which  I  have  stated. 
Suppose  the  ninth  jndge  had  not  presided  on 
the  trial  at  New  Orleans— then  the  whole 
court  would  have  been  without  the  necessary 
l^al  information.  Bid  it  not  occur  to  the  gentle- 
man in  the  case  stated  by  him,  that  it  was 
better  for  one  to  possess  the  information,  than 
that  none  should  t  Did  it  not  occur  to  him 
that  the  judge  who  had  the  information  might 
afford  facilities  to  his  associates,  b;  pointing 
them  to  the  authorities  which  would  throw 
light  upon  the  qaestions  to  be  decided  I 


Thuksdit,  January  Bl. 
WM  Feint  Aeademt/. 
The  House  proceeded  to  the  conndenticnd 
the  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Blue,  of  Snttt 
Carolina,  on  the  14th  instant,  and  hH  m  th 
table ;  which  he  now  modified  so  u  to  rud  la 
follows : 


into  the  Hilltarj  Aetdetoy  of  the  Raited  Sum 
from  its  first  ettftbUsluneDt  until  the  pnKDl  ii»; 
Also,  the  Qtmes  and  number  of  ipplicuti  njttM: 
the  St&tes  from  which  they  eune  reipeetiTel; ;  St 
tinguishicg  between  those  wbo  have  gndmtet  ut 
received  comnuB^ous,  and  gadh  as  bare  ailthdnn 
or  have  been  dismissed  from  the  Imtitnlios ;  lut 
many  have  been  In  B^d  academy,  whose  ftOBiknJ 
gu&rdUnt  were,  or  are  now,  membeis  of  Co^r(S^ 
or  other  offioen  of  the  General  GoveranMQt,  orGct' 
emora  of  States,  and  how  many  nch  ueiunlbcrtj 
what  tbe  monttily  pay  of  the  cadets,  snd  vbctlxr 
they  are  sappUed  with  rations,  foel,  qurtcn,  te^  it 
tbe  pablio  expense,  or  are  fdrnidied  bj  (fasmNliM; 
stating  also,  as  far  as  practicable,  what  proponim 
of  them  (if  any)  were  iii  circnmstaDces  toa  iidlnDt 
to  be  educated  on  thdr  own  means,  or  Ibom  of  ucir 
parentB  ;  the  names  and  nomber  of  IhosegndnUM 
now  in  the  aimy  of  the  United  Staleii  ilsii,  tbt 
names  and  number  of  tbe  proleeaon,  imtncUHi 
and  lU  other  olEoets  employed  In  Mid  uiitaj, 
irith  their  pay  and  emolmnents — adding  tbenia  [he 
entire  aggregate  expense  of  the  initltatioD,  un- 
ally,  with  sach  remarks  aa  may  explun  and  dsddile 


the  whole." 

Ur.  Ikobhsoll  said,  s  call  for  infonnitka  ii 
one  of  the  last  things  which  he  ever  penni^ 
himself  to  oppose.  Nor  did  he  rise  now  w 
much  to  interpose  an  oljeotion  to  die  esll,  vto 
refer  the  honorable  mover  of  tbe  resohitioD  Is 
several  reports  from  the  War  Dcnartrooit  'a 
the  library  of  the  House,  which  wfll  be  foiirf 
to  contain  nearly  all  that  is  aongbt  lorhj  <i» 

Proposed  inquiry.  If^  after  loofing  into  tbcw 
ocumentfi,  Uie  gentleman  from  South  CsieGos 
should  still  wish  to  urge  thepassageofhitrete- 
Intion,  although  he  (Mr.  I)  might  d«em  it  is 
the  main  nnnecessary,  yet  he  could  not  HJ 
that  he  should  vote  agwnst  it,  so  rdodiat  tit 
he,  as  a  general  rule,  to  put  any  obetade  in  w 
way  of  an  inquiry,  directed  to  one  of  tbeenf- 
otive  departments,  that  any  member  ibesH 
see  fit  to  BQggeet.  This  military  t'^t^^'J* 
one  of  those  establl^ments  that  has  bees  pn^ 
ably  more  closely  watched  than  any  other  "iw- 
in  the  range  of  our  legislatiot) ;  and  tliere  bi" 
been,  from  time  to  tame,  so  many  aearfiBW 
reeolntions  sent  to  the  War  Departomt  em  J 
account,  that  there  is  hardly  a  spot  left  w"™ 
we  may  wish  to  touch  by  a  reeolotioD  '•*''* 
not  been  covered  by  some  previous  calL  i™ 
inquiries,  so  far  as  Oiey  had  fsllMi  wilto  ™ 
observation,  have  been,  in  evety  "W*"** 
promptly  and  (blly  responded  to  by  the  owsn- 
ment  nnder  diffw«nt  administratdtmi;  *»<■»■ 
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librarj,  not,  sir,  tt  wonld  seem,  to  be  opened 
b;  ns,  for  whose  benefit,  and  At  whose  beet 
trat  not  at  whose  expanse,  thej  were  placed 
there,  but  to  be  followed  b;  other  fresa  toI- 
omes,  embracmg  the  same  facta,  and  sent  to 
everj  new  Congress,  in  reply  to  the  reqairitioa 
of  aome  honorable  memW,  to  whom,  as  a 
matter  of  oonne,  we  extend  Ihe  oonrtAsj  of  onr 
votes.  This  practice,  he  thonght,  was  going 
too  far.  Why  repeat  these  drafts  npoa  the 
department,  when,  by  looking  at  onr  owndocn- 
menta,  we  can  find,  ready  printed,  the  very 
iofurmation  for  which  we  are  looking  else- 
where t  But,  to  come  to  the  resohition  now 
before  ns ;  it  aska  for  a  list  of  cadets  who  have 
belonged  to  tbe  'academy  since  1809,  noting 
those  who  hare  been  oommisdoned  in  the 
army,  and  those  who  have  left  without  com- 
missions. Kow  tnm  to  the  rolnme  of  doen- 
menta  for  1824,  and  we  shall  find  a  very  fnll 
■nd  Indd  report  from  the  then  Secretuj  of 
War,  {the  present  Vice  President,)  bringing  the 
required  infonnaUon  n^  to  that  period.  It 
givefl  ns  the  nmnber  admitted  in  each  year ;  the 
nmnber  who  hare  completed  tbe  regular  coarse 
of  atadies ;  a  list  of  those  who  have  received 
oommissiona,  and  those  who  have  been  dis- 
missed, or  permitted  to  deport,  without  com- 
ndseions,  fiwn  the  flrat  estAbliahment  of  the 
institation,  snder  President  JefFenxm,  to  the 
Uien  present  time.  But  this  is  not  ^,  nor  a 
tenth  part  of  what  we  have  drawn  from  Ihe 
depu^ment  in  relaUon  to  iL  In  1822,  tlie 
Hoose,  in  answer  to  one  of  its  resolntdona,  was 
fomiahed  witii  a  list  of  all  the  cadets  who  bad 
left  the  academy  withont  entering  the  army, 
aad  the  amonnt  of  money  paid  to  each  dnring 
the  five  [receding  years ;  also,  a  list  of  Bnch 
ofljoer»  as  have  been  edacated  there,  and  who 
served  dnring  the  last  war.  What  more  can 
TOO  reach  by  this  resolution  (in  regard  to  these 
pkrticnlars)  than  yon  already  have,  for  the  time, 
covered  by  these  reports!  Sabseqitent  reports, 
and  the  bine  book,  which  is  pnt  into  the  hands 
of  every  Oongrees,  and  whion  will  be  in  a  few 
days  npon  onr  tables,  bring  the  information 
np  to  the  present  time.  Besides,  we  had  a  re- 
port at  the  last  session  from  the  gentleman  then 
at  tbe  bead  of  the  department,  (General  Pon- 
TKB,)  which  gave  na  the  number  of  cadets  com- 
misaioned  rince  18S0,  designating  those  now  in 
the  army ;  and  his  predecessor,  ^£r,  BiBsotm,) 
in  Ute  session  before,  sent  ns,  in  answer  to  a 
ctH,  a  iiartionlor  statement  of  the  expenses  of 
the  institntion,  from  year  to  year,  ever  since  it 
was  orMuized.  What  else  do  we  now  ask  for  ? 
"Why,  tiiat  the  Seoretanr  of  War  wonld  tell 
tiB  how  much  tbe  monthly  pay  of  a  cadet  is. 
"What,  dr,  after  havlDg  made  a  law  onrselves 
establishing  the  pay,  Mtoll  we  aend  elsewhere 
to  be  informed  as  to  the  wages  we  onrselvee 
sUow  f  Shall  we  who  are  a  part  of  the  l^is- 
lAtjve  branch  of  the  Government,  send  to  an 
ezecative  departmoit  to  leani  the  tenor  of  onr 


own  laws  f  ^is  wonld  be  an  anomaly  In  iega- 
lalion.  If  yon  wish  for  snoh  Information, 
open  yonr  statute  books,  would  tte  a  very  prop- 
er answer  of  the  Secretary  to  snch  an  inqniiy. 
Bat,  as  if  to  render  this  part  of  the  call  doubV 
useless,  we  have  been  famished,  for  nearly 
fonrteen  years  past,  with  a  minute  statement, 
in  the  blue  book,  of  the  names  and  nnmber  of 
all  connected  with  the  academy,  whether  aa 
teachers  or  cadets,  the  States  from  thence  they 
come,  and  on  accurate  acconnt,  in  dollars  and 
cents,  of  the  soms  paid  to  each.  Other  calls 
and  other  reports,  similar  In  Und,  might  be 
referred  to :  lOr  there  has  hardly  been  a  session 
dnring  the  last  ten  or  dozenyeus,  that  a  pwer 
abot  has  not  been  umed  at  West  Point  from  uiia 
or  the  other  branch  of  Oongreso. 

But  a  few  words  aa  to  another  item ;  the 
resolution  asks  fbr  a  list  of  officers  now  in  the 
army,  who  were  educated  at  the  academy. 
Precisely  this  list  was  fiimished  bnt  one  year 
ago  by  Uie  late  Secretary,  and  is  with  the  rest 
carefoUy  bound  in  one  of  the  volumes  of  the 
documents  of  the  last  Congress :  surely  it  can- 
not be  necessaiy  to  send  a^ain  to  the  depart- 
ment to  hare  the  names  written  by  one  of  the 
darks,  when  we  have  them  in  print,  at  the 
command  of  every  gentleman  who  wishes  to 

ICr.  Blub,  of  Sonth  Oarolina,  sud,  it  had 
then  become  neoeasary  that  he  should  state  his 
reasons  for  offering  the  resolntion ;  and,  in 
answer  to  the  gentleman  from  Connecticut,  it 
was  safficieut  to  say,  that  any  docnment  or 
report  we  have  ever  had  in  relation  to  the 
MUitory  Academy,  was  quite  deficient  in  details^ 
and  altogether  silent  as  regarded  several  im- 
portant items  of  information  called  for  by  the 
resolntion.  He  had  examined  those  documents, 
(he  said,)  the  most  ample  of  which  vaa  the 
report  made  In  1828,  and  it  was,  as  he  had 
stated,  qnite  deflaient.  He  thought  toR  and 
entire  information  in  relation  to  that  very 
expensive,  if  not  important  institntion  of  out 
conntry,  would  hare  been  desirable,  not  cntly  to 
the  UUitary  Committee  of  which  he  was  a 
member,  bnt  to  Congress  generally,  and  to  tbe 
nation.  He,  therefore,  hod  not  been  disposed 
to  make  a  speech  in  snpport  of  a  mere  call  for 
information.  He  thought  be  should  be  regarded 
as  bestowing  a  poor  compliment  on  the  intelll- 
geuoe  and  nonest  intentions  of  that  House, 
were  he  to  offer  reasons  or  arguments  in  sup- 
port of  such  a  proposition ;  and  believing  there 
could  be  no  reasonable  objection  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  resolution,  he  had  been  disposed 
to  submit  it  to  the  dedkon  of  the  Hoose  with- 
out a  single  comment.  He  certainly  had  not 
(he  said)  anticipated  the  oppodtion  to  the  reso- 
lntion which  it  now  seemed  destined  to  enoonn- 
ter.  Some  of  the  eenior  members  of  the  Honte^ 
(be  awd.)  to  whose  examination  it  had  been  snb- 
mitted  before  it  was  presented,  thought  it 
onght  to  pass,  and  wonld  pas&  as  "  a  matter  of 
course."  Sarely  (s^d  Ifr.  B.}  it  cannot  be  the 
policy  of  this  Eoase  to  Bnpprass  bfbrmaUon,  fbQ 
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and  entire  information,  as  to  tbe  ntilitj  and 
operation  of  one  of  the  most  expensive  estab- 
liehnienta  of  the  Government,  particaUrlj  when 
it  is  well  known  that  jealousy  and  pr^udioe 
exist  against  the  institution  to  a  Ter?  great 
extent.  SnppreBsinK  or  limiting  the  information 
now  celled  for,  wonld  not  (he  said)  lessen  the 
Jealoosj,  or  obviate  the  prejndice  of  which  he 
Dad  spoken.  Han;  well-nieaning  and  well- 
informed  men  (s^d  Ur.  B.)  regard  this  mUitarj 
academy  as  the  hot-bed  of  a  military  aristoc- 
racy. They  yiew  It  as  a  dangerous  excres- 
cence of  the  Government  that  onght  to  be  cat 
off.  In  its  original  organization,  onder  the  ad- 
ministration of  Ur.  Jefferson,  it  was  intended 
only  to  edncate  a  few  military  engineers,  to 
constmot,  when  necessary,  military  fortifica- 
tions, Ac.  Bnt  it  has  been  perverted  from  its 
ori^nal  and  lei^timate  object,  and  changed, 
by  "  pieoeme«l,''^into  what  it  is  at  present,  and 
what,  originally,  woold  have  been  regarded  as 
highly  ineipodient  on  acoonnt  of  its  expense, 
and  qaite  noaathorized  by  the  constitntion  on 
accoant  of  its  objects.  It  is  believed,  too,  that 
the  pnblic  ntility  resulting  from  it,  if  any,  is  far 
ontweighed  by  its  cost;  and  altbongti  it  is 
nominally  a  military  school,  open  to  all,  yet  it 
is,  in  fact,  a  school  only  for  the  great  and  the 
wealthy,  where  none  but  tiie  sons  or  favorites 
of  men  possessing  power  or  popnlarity  can  b« 
entered — most  of  whom,  after  being  edncated 
at  the  pablio  exp«iae,  retire  to  private  life, 
wliile  at  the  same  time  the  expenditnres  of  the 
establishment  (as  was  well  known  to  all)  were 
drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  poor  as  well  as 
the  rich.  He  knew  it  would  be  said  the  poor 
were  received  into  tbe  Military  Academy,  aa 
well  as  the  opolent^  Well,  (s^d  Mr.  B.,)  this 
is  one  thing  among  many  others  that  I  wished 
to  ascert^  by  the  resolntion  I  have  offered. 
The  fact  is  ijonbted — or  if  a  few  instances  can 
be  adduced  where  poor  Mendless  cadets  have 
been  nnrtnred  by  the  institntion,  they  only 
weigh  as  the  "  dust  in  the  b^uice  "  agunst 
those  of  the  oppont«  description ;  and  if  not 
dismissed  for  incompetency — as  it  rarel;  hap- 
pens that  a  poor,  friendless  lad  can  obtam 
credit  even  for  a  little  common  sense — tiiey 
are  retained  only  In  a  few  solitary  instances 
merely  to  "  save  appearanoes." 

Ur.  B.  a^d  further,  if  the  inquiry  was  per- 
mitted to  be  made  to  the  extent  he  proposed, 
he  thought  it  would  be  found  that  the  patronage, 
favors,  and  benefits  of  tie  institntion  were 
principally  bestowed  npon  those  least  in  need 
of  them ;  he  meant  the  sons  and  favorites  of 
the  wealthy — men  possessing  office  andanthor- 
ity;  who  woxdd  be  educated  if  the  UUitary 
Academy  bad  never  existed — and  who,  not 
being  absolutely  dependent  on  arms,  or  any 
other  profession  or  business,  generally  preferred 
their  ease  to  a  oontinnance  m  the  pntilio  ser- 
vice ;  and,  indeed,  if  they  continued  in  service, 
we  woold  soon  have  more  officers  than  men. 

8ir,  (said  Ur.  B.,)  all  tboee  ol^eotions,  and 
all  those  doubts  and  suspicions  are  entertained 


ABRIDGMENT  OF  THE 
Wert  Pma  Aeajtmf. 


[Jiinuai,  18)0, 

by  a  respectable  portion  of  the  oranmiisitr. 
He,  tber^ore,  thought  the  friends  of  the  IniU- 
tutlon  (if  indeed  those  doubts  and  aa^wu 
were  mifonnded)  ought  to  enonrage  a  foil  ud 
complete  inquiry  into  all  those  matten.  If  tlit 
operation  of  the  institution  had  been  as  b«ii»- 
ficiol  and  impartial  as  its  friends  seemed  l« 
ima^e,  they  had  nothing  to  fear  from  tlie 
inquiry.  If  (awd  Ur.  B.)  they  have  dent  vdl 
in  fixing  npon  us  this  expensive  eetabliahm«it, 
I  hope  they  will  not  refiise  to  exhibit  its  resshi, 
"  They  onght  not  to  keep  their  candle  mid«r  t 
busbu."  If  (sud  he)  the  institution  hsa  m*- 
rated  impartially  and  for  the  pnblic  gooi,t 
development  of  its  merits  will  maka  it  mon 
popular.  I^  on  the  contrary,  it  is  partial  lod 
exclusive  in  its  opertions — carrying  vith  i( 
some  latent  danger — and  is.  at  the  aame  tim; 
more  expensive  than  nsefiil,  the  somer  it  eu 
be  known  the  better — and  it  on^t  to  be  koOKTi 
both  in  and  ont  of  the  Hoose — it  ought  to  bt 
generally  and  universally  known.  He  kt^ 
therefore,  the  reeolntion  would  be  adojm 
The  information  it  contemplated,  was  ■Itogetber 
desirable ;  as  a  member  of  the  military  tm- 
mittee  he  asked  it ;  as  a  member  of  that  Eoih 
he  requested  it ;  and  as  one  of  the  Amcticti 
people  he  demanded  it. 

Ur.  B.  concluded  by  offering  a  modifiali«i, 
by  adding  after  the  worda  "  members  of  Cm- 
gress,,"  all  other  officers  of  the  General  Gonn- 
ment,  or  Governors  of  States. 

Ur.  DoBsxT  said  he  hoped  tbe  gtotleMS 
wonld  accept  a  verbal  amendment  Thicb  be 
was  abont  to  offer.  Be  professed  hinudfafrieiii 
to  the  institntiDn.  He  wished  to  see  it  flonriii 
— ^he  wished  to  idlay  aU  prejudice  igamR  it 
It  had  been  his  uniform  temper  and  di^MRtica 
to  encourage  resolotiona  for  inquiry,  md  b« 
should  not  objecttoiton  tbiaooeasioii.  Bntbe 
eonld  not  consent  to  a  resolution  wbidi  woold 
emblaeon  to  the  world  the  names  of  JoTenile 
delinquents,  who  might  now  be  useful  meoben 
of  society  and  ornaments  of  tiieir  countay.  Bt 
conld  not  agree  to  harrow  np  the  fedisp  of 
fathers  and  lamilies,  by  publishing  the  namg*^ 
such  as  may  have  been  expelled  or  disdiiiTM 
for  boyish  indiscretion,  which  the  indinuu' 
guCtr  of  them  may  now  deeply  deriors.  Bt 
asked  what  earthly  good  ooold  resuh  from  iti 
After  some  farther  remarks,  he  proposed  Ui 
amend  the  resolntion  by  striking  out,  l* 
"  names  and  "  where  they  ooour  the  fint  liiM; 
2d,  "  how  many  have  been  in  sud  acadiDli 
whose  fathers  or  guardians  were,  or  art  no'i 
members  of  Congress  or  other  officen  of  tM 
General  Government,  or  Governors  of  St»M«; 
8d,  "  also,  08  far  aa  practicable^  what  prcfW- 
tion  of  them  QS  any)  were  In  oircnmstaiwcstoo 
indigent  to  be  edncated  on  thor  own  mean^  i^ 
those  of  their  parents." 

Mr.  Blatb  wplied,  that  he  would  hsve  » 
objection  to  any  amendment  that  wonld  mtf* 
the  Inquiry  more  broad,  or  r^er  the  dtsiw 
information  more  ample  and  complete  [  O" 
the  amendment  proposed  vonid  have  tbe  af>p«- 
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Iiid«Md,  (be  Bud,)  he  shoold  r^ard  the  adoption 
oi  tlie  prapoaed  amendment  as  tontamoont  to 
■a  rejection  of  ttt«  reacdntiui  itaeUl  The  names 
(he  aaid)  were  easential  for  the  ptupose  of 
Bhowing  how  the  patronage  of  the  inatdtation 
had  been  beatowed,  and  to  what  olass  of  bo- 
cie^  Ha  benefito  had  been  oonfined.  For  ex- 
amplev  (aaid  Hr.  B.,)  anppoae  that  ten  cadets, 
feni  Sonth  Oarohna,  Huyland,  or  aaj  other 
Stata,  have  been  diamiased  flrom  the  IClitary 
Aoademj,  withont  their  names;  how  are  tiie 
people,  or  how  are  we,  to  aaoertain  to  what 
rank  M  socie^  they  belong  t  Withoat  their 
namea  it  wodd  be  impoaaible  to  determine 
thatpc^L  HediacUmedeTerjthinguiTidions, 
or  cMonUted  to  refiect  eenanre  on  the  members 
of  Oonmss ;  or  to  attach  criminalitj  to  those 
who  bad  re«»nmended  ^ipliccnta  for  admiasion 
into  the  IfiUtarr  Academy.  In  tlut  respect, 
(he  said,)  he  presnmed  all,  or  nearly  all,  were 
oqoallj  KoUty.  He  himauf  had,  on  one  occa- 
sion, nutde  anch  a  recommendation,  and  it  had 
been  aaooeaafDL  He  again  repeated,  he  meant 
nothing  invidious,  and  was  not  disposed  to 
wound  the  feelings  of  anj  on&  or  to  hold  them 
np  as  oltieots  of  acorn  or  deriucm :  and  he  was 
■ore  the  reiMMt  called  for  bj  the  resolotion 
oonU  not  nave  that  effect,  Inaamnch  as  the 
cause  of  dismis^on  wss  not  required.  Bat  the 
names  being  neoeeury  to  show  how  the 
patronage  of  the  institntion  had  been  bestowed, 
be  hoped  they  would  not  be  stricken  oat.  It 
waa  true  (he  said)  that  acme  amall  part  of  the 
information  called  for  might  be  foond  in  reports 
nude  heretofore :  and  that  ttie  pay,  Sets.,  of  the 
cadeta  waa  flzed  by  law.  Bat  all  this  waa 
Bcattered— little  as  it  was,  it  was  scattered 
tbroogfa  Tariona  documents;  and  those  who 
mij^  have  an  opportunity  to  peruse  the  report, 
might  not  have  it  in  th^  power  to  ezamine  the 
law.  Bat  few  of  the  people  ooold  aaoertain  the 
lawB  of  OonKreea  on  any  subject;  and  tiis 
object  was  to  nave  the  whole  of  the  informa- 
tion, oontenqtlated  by  the  resolution,  in  one 
document,  that  members  might  not  be  mider 
the  neoessity  of  hunting  through  half  a  dozen 
office*,  and  plodding  through  twice  that  nam- 
ber  of  doonments,  lor  a  &w  itema  of  informa- 
tion about  the  Hilitarr  Academy. 

Mr.  JoHHSos,  of  Kentucky,  followed  with 
Knne  remarks  on  the  aut^eot  of  the  rescdation. 

-  Fbidai,  January  S3. 
Wett  JPoint  Aeadtmjf. 

The  Hoose  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
reaolntion  moved  by  Hr.  Bi.uit,  of  Booth  Caro- 
lina, on  the  14th  instant,  the  qneetion  being  on 
the  amendments  moved  by  Hr.  Dobbit,  yester- 
day. The  first  amendment  waa  rqeoted ;  and 
the  question  being  on  the  second, 

Hr.  OaooKBTT,  of  Tennessee,  hoped  the 
amendments  would  not  be  agreed  to.  He  la- 
bored under  a  oonnderable  responubility  re- 


specting this  sosdemy ;  he  himself  was  opposed 
to  the  school :  and  as  it  was  possibly  for  the 
want  of  knowledge,  he  wished  to  have  all  the 
information  he  wald  get  respecting  it.  Bib 
responMbility  arose  from  the  views  of  his  Stata 
on  the  saltjeat.  The  Legislature  had  proposed 
to  instmot  the  Beaatora  ud  requested  the  Rep- 
resentatives from  that  State  in  Clongreas  to  op- 


pose the  West  F(^t  Academy  in  every  shase ; 
'    '"'lOush  the  instmotiona  did  not  pass,  nis 
necuate  oonstitnents  would  ezpeot  him 


to  promote  the  fullest  inquiry  into  the  manage- 
ment of  the  institution.  He  hoped,  therefore, 
the  resolntjon  wonld  be  adopted,  as  it  was 
oii^naUy  proposed.  If  any  thing  is  wrons^ 
we  ought  to  see  it ;  and  I,  said  Ur.  0.,  wonld 
vote  ag^ust  every  appropriatioa  for  the  acad- 
emy, mileas  I  can  get  foil  informatdon  of  its 
concerns  and  management.  I  wish  to  know  if 
It  has  been  managed  for  the  benefit  of  the  no* 
ble  and  wealthy  of  the  oonntry,  or  of  the  poor 
and  orphan.  There  was  nothing  unreasonable 
in  the  call  proposed  by  the  reaolntion,  and  he 
approved  it  in  its  Ml  extent.    He  conoladed  by 


the  ammdment,  bat  the  Hoose  tefoaed  them. 

The  second  and  tliird  amendments  were  then, 
suoceeaividy  reacted  by  lane  minorities. 

Ur.  OoSDior  then  moved  to  strike  out  these 
words :  "  The  names  of  those  who  have  with- 
drawn or  have  been  dismissed  from  the  instdtn- 
tion."  It  might  be,  and  doubtleas  was  the 
case,  he  said,  that  many  had  been  dismissed,  or 
had  withdrawn,  in  consequence  of  deficiency 
in  mental  ability,  or  from  uckness ;  and  was  it 
right  to  hold  up  their  names  to  the  public,  as 
Buffering  dis^w^  withont  having  committed 
any  fanltt  This  would  be  an  act  of  wanton 
cruelty  to  the  parents  and  friends  of  tiie  yonng 
men,  and  of  harshness  towards  themselves, 
which  he  hoped  the  Hoose  wonld  not  sanction. 

Mr.  Hatn'eb  did  not  think  any  thing  wonld 
tM  gained  by  the  amendment,  and  that  every 
thing  ought  to  be  known  in  relation  to  the 
academy  and  the  cadets, 

Mr.  IsoKBSOU.  enpported  the  amendmoit, 
and  Mr.  Bum  and  Mr.  Tdokkb  opposed  it; 
and  it  was  rdeoted  without  a  count 

Mr.  Ttet  tbeu  proposed,  as  an  amendment, 
to  add  the  words,  "  and  how  many  leave  the 
institution  annnally."  This,  also,  waa  negatived. 

Mr.  WioKUVFK  tjionght  this  institution  had 
almost  lost  the  original  obaraot^r  given  to  it 
by  its  founder,  Mr.  Jefferson,  in  1603.  and  he 
wi^ed  oopiw  of  the  Register  of  the  Academy 
to  be  famiihed  fbr  every  year  from  its  com- 
mencement, that  ita  operations  mig^t  be  traced 
throngh  to  the  present  time. 

This  addition  was  accepted  by  the  mover  of 
Uie  reaolntion,  and  the  qneation  recurred  on  the 
resolution  as  amended. 

Hr.  Etbbxtt,  of  Maasaohuaetts,  was  not  op- 
posed, he  Hud,  to  obtaining  any  information 
which  might  be  deemed  necessary  by  any  com- 
mittee or  member  of  the  House.    He  therefore 
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would  not  ot^ject  to  this  neolatioii,  if  it  wtat 
in  a  form  which  be  could  approve.  Thia,  bow- 
'Bver,  was  not  the  case;  and  he  pointed  ont 
some  of  its  featnres,  vhioh  lie  deemed  not  onl^ 
meleaa,  beoanw  the  iofomution  could  not  be 
fnmiBbed,  bat  invidioDB  and  improper  if  it 
oonld  be.  The  res(d)id<m  reqoirea,  for  instance, 
that  the  Secretary  of  War  r^ort  to  the  Hoiue, 
"  how  manr  bare  been  in  laid  aowlaiDj,  whose 
fathers  or  gnaidiana  were  members  of  Coo- 
neaa,  and  now  many  sneh  are  now  there." 
This  is  a  strange  inqnisitian,  said  Ur.  K,  for 
this  Honsa,  even  if  it  coold  be  made  wltb  ano- 
oess,  which  it  ooold  not  be  with  any  materials 
in  poaaesdon  of  the  War  Department.  Anoth- 
er branch  of  the  resolDtion  reqniree  the  Beore- 
tary  to  report,  "as  far  as  praotioable,  what 
proportion  of  tiie  cadets  Qt  any)  were  in  cir- 
onmstanoes  too  indigent  to  be  edncated  on  their 
own  taeaos,  or  those  of  their  parents."  In  the 
firat  place,  it  wonld  be  impoad  Die  for  the  Secre- 
tary, £rom  any  records  in  his  (Ace,  to  asoertain 
the  dronmstanoea  of  those  who  had  sent  tbeir 
sons  to  the  academy ;  and,  secondly,  aaii  ih. 
£.,  no  man,  however  opnlent,  coold  obtain  for 
his  son  an  ednoatjon  elsewhere,  ench  as  that 
institntdon  afforded.  He  knew  something,  per- 
sonally, of  the  character  and  extent  of  the  in- 
stmction  given  there,  and  he  did  not  hesitate 
to  say  that  no  man,  whatever  his  fortone,  conld 
obtain  for  his  son  the  same  edacaldon  at  any 
other  Instdtutdon.  The  ability  of  a  man,  more- 
over, to  give  his  son  aa  ednoation  on  his  own 
means,  d^Mnded  on  many  dronnutances  which 
Hr.  K  puHcolatized ;  and  he  arpied  at  some 
length  to  show  the  impraotiaaUlity  of  obtain- 
ing the  informatiioi  called  for,  aa  well  as  its 
luelesB  and  impn^ier  nature,  if  it  conld  be  ob- 
tunad.  He  oonoloded  by  moving  the  commit- 
ment of  the  resolntion  to  the  Oonunitt«e  <mi 
IGlitary  AfiUre. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to — SI  to  li. 

MmiDAT,  Jannary  36. 
CfulUeation  of  tile  Sugar  Cant,  4a. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of 
the  resolntions  reported  by  Mr,  Spshckb,  of 
New  York,  from  the  Committee  on  Agricnl- 
tore,  on  the  18th  instant ; 

^^  Raoltied,  That  the  Preudent  of  the  XToited 
States  be  reqaeited  to  c&use  to  be  procured,  through 
the  coDiiauiden  of  the  public  armed  veiseh,  uid 
OUT  nuiuetere  uid  cddiuIj  abroad,  neb  Tarietiei  of 
the  BUK»r  cine,  and  other  oulUreted  xegetableB, 
gnlni,  Bceds,  uid  ahnibs,  as  may  be  best  adapted  to 
the  soil  and  climate  of  the  United  Slates. 

"Bacivtd,  That  the  Secretary  of  the  TreMory 
cause  to  be  prepared  >  well-digested  manual,  con- 
taining the  best  practical  information  on  the  culti- 
vation of  sugar  cane,  and  the  fkbiioabm  and  re- 
flnemeot  of  sugar,  including  tha  moat'  modem  Iin- 
provements;  and  to  report  the  same  to  the  next 
(eaiioa  of  Congress." 

Mr.  Spbnobb,  of  New  York,  briefly  ex- 
plained the  views  of  the  Committee  on  Agri-  , 


onltnre  in  reporting  this  resolntion ;  the  inoHt- 
ing  importanoe  of  this  coltore ;  and  the  sd?itf 
tage  of  haylog  the  beat  species  of  cane,  &c 

Ur.  OHiLTon,  of  Eentndqr,  wtUiont  donUiif 
that  the  propoaed  meaanre  wonld  adnantht 
intereet  <a  Uie  cnltivaton  of  angtr,  nid  tkl 
he  could  not  for  the  life  of  Um  discow  wb; 
this  arliDle  ahonld  be  thus  singed  ootfirtk 
special  favor  of  Ckmgrees.  Itwaawelllawwiilo 
every  gentleman,  that  a  great  part  of  the  peo- 
ple of  this  ooontJy  live,  not  by  the  cnltinbtHi 
of  sngar,  bnt  of  com  and  varioos  other  pm- 
dncta  of  the  soil.  Why  then  draw  <a  Uh 
Treasnry  to  porchase  a  book  in  rcQa&n  U 
BQgar  portionlarly,  the  exp«ai>e  of  wbicb  ecnU 
not  be  known  to  any  gentleman  on  this  fioort 
Is  the  practical  agricoltarisl^-the  honest  funs 
of  the  country,  Mr.  C.  asked,  thus  bTOtedt 
No,  sir,  he  is  not :  his  walk  in  Jtfe  is  humbler, 
and  he  does  not  make  ao  ocwqiioDOU  i  fipm 
on  thia  fioor.  Had  the  gentieman  propawdto 
search  out  the  best  seed  of  com,  m  tay  cf 
those  frnita  of  the  earth  whkh  eater  bd  lujilj 
into  the  oomfbrts  of  life,  there  would  ban  btia 
more  reason  in  this  propodtdon;  bstwhoiMilj 
a  small  portjon  of  the  agricnltnre  rf  the  ana- 
try  was  proposed  to  be  encouraged  ittbaei- 
penae  or  the  rest,  he  felt  bonnd  to  pniat 
agunst  it  in  behalf  of  the  ccwumra  bnaa^- 
the  people  who  are  the  stay  of  the  Conn- 
meat  in  peace,  and  a  stronff  pillar  of  detoa 
in  war,  why  select  a  single  st^le  to  i(Md 
the  pnhlle  money  npont  If  gratloBro  a- 
gsged  in  the  cnltivabon  of  sugar  wiabed  llii< 
iniormaUon,  Mr.  0.  anggeeted  that  the;  hil 
better  b«  left  to  porchase  it  fac  thennalm,  ud 
■OKj  for  it  ont  of  the  rich  revunes  of  tbir 
la^  estatee,  and  not  drain  the  'Keaniy  le  ^ 
vance  raie  interest  at  the  expense  of  tbs  leat 

Mr.  Wnm,  of  Florida,  ros«^  and  said:  Ail 
had  the  honor  to  introdnoe  the  rHolitiin  npm 
which  the  Oommitlee  on.  AgricoltnTe  woe  ia- 
Btmcted  to  inquire  into  the  expadioKT  rf  tU 
measure  proposed,  and  now  ondei  Mondn- 
tion,  it  m^  be  oooadered  incumbent  en  mte 
say  a  wora  or  two  in  its  eoppwt  The  uticle 
to  which  thi»  resdotion  reiers,  is  one  rf  dtilf 
nse,  and  almost  nniversal  oonsomption  ntKef 
all  dasaes  of  the  dvihxed  world.  Fma  bt- 
ing  been  employed  formedy  as  a  taediciHB 
has  now  become  one  of  the  principal  el^  « 
consomntion  and  eommereck  oonuaoiie  nlH 


in  nse  wiOt  value  in  exohangeh  ItisBoloaff 
considered  a  luxury  even  to  the  po«,  bitj^ 
indispenaable  neoeasi^,  and  gencnl  vm.  TM 
measure  proposed,  to  increase  ytx  jto^ 
either  for  htHne  oonsnmptiai,  or  Ua  fenip 
exportation,  most  be  viewed  as  one  of  iw  nnw 
importanoe. 

The  deprewed  state  of  the  coUoi  w"^ 
and  its  greatly  dimkisbed  rahie,hu^nau 
uioreased  interest  to  aU  snggestioDs  fiff  tlie|in- 
motion  of  other  ortides  wMoh  iwr~=-  "**»■ 


tage  to  the  agrioultniist,  and  an  a..._  . 
of  the  national  wealth.  The  satgect  lUtf  " 
not  Intweatii^  alone  to  that  gaograp'"'*  "^ 
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tioa  of  the  emmtrj,  in  which  th«  Bngv-cane 
has  been  or  oaj  be  onllivstAd;  it  oonneots 
itself  with  Qw  wenta  and  comfbrta  of  every 
oonaomer  in  Ihe  United  State*.  The  oollectlon 
of  difterait  varietiea  of  the  cane  found  in  more 
northern  latitodea,  the  disooTeTT'  of  new  pro- 
eeaeee  in  fobrication  and  mannfiiotnre,  and  the 
demonstration  of  the  fiuta  ttj  experiment,  at- 
teated  b;  competent  peraona,  will  doable  the 
▼aloe  of  twenty  millions  of  acres  <tf  land  be- 
longing to  the  United  States,  within  the  lati- 
tode  in  which  there  can  be  no  qnestion  the 
cane  will  floariafa.  "Die  expenses  attending  the 
cnltivation  of  the  cane  so  for  exceed  that  of 
any  other  plant  or  vegetable,  that  those  who 
embark  in  it  property  moat  understand  the 
gnrands  on  which  they  proceed.  Those  who 
wish  to  extend  it  farther  north  cannot  confine 
theniaelvM  to  the  veiy  little  information  pos- 
sesBed  in  Loniaiaiia  and  the  West  Indies.  It  is 
known  that  most  valuable  acquisitions  to  the 
Btoek  of  knowledge  posaesaed  by  them  have 
be«n  made  by  the  recent  experiments  in  France 
and  Spain  on  the  beet  root,  and  lately  on  the 
cane,  in  Qnadaloiipe.  This  enl^eot  baa  not 
only  oocopied  the  attention  of  the  most  pro- 
found chemists  of  the  present  day,  but  of  the 
moat  practical  political  eoonomistB  of  Europe. 
The  variona  works  through  which  the  scattered 
materiala  of  a  good  system,  or  well-digested 
maTiiiai^  might  be  ibrmed,  are  not  accessible  to 
any  one  pluter,  and,  even  if  obtained  by  any 
one,  be  has  not  the  means  of  arranging,  trans- 
lating, and  disseminating  it  for  the  general 
beneflL 

The  labOTB  of  De  Oaaeanx  and  Detrone  on 
tho  cane,  and  of  Aohard  and  Chaptal  on  the 
beet,  have  not  been  seen  by  pernape  a  half 
doxNi  planters  in  this  cooDtry,  perhaps  not  a 
rin^e  one.  The  plan  proposed  for  coUeoting 
in  one  oonvenient  and  accessible  form  this  valu- 
able information,  is  simple  and  inexpensive,  and 
within  the  acknowledged  powers  of  the  Gov- 
«mment.  It  has  been  the  practice  heretofore 
by  a  resolnlion  similar  to  ttiia,  for  the  001100- 
tioa  of  &ote  as  to  the  onltivaldoD  of  silk,  and 
the  stiU  more  important  instance  in  which  Oon- 
greaa  granted  a  township  of  land  to  French 
eanigranta  fbr  the  onlUvation  of  the  olive  and 

It  la  not  the  planter  and  consumer  alone  that 
are  interested  to  extending  the  cnltivation  of 
eane,  and  manufhotore  of  sugar.  The  Western 
States  have  a  new  market  opened  for  their  pro- 


Union,  and  no  olass  of  oor  populsAioD,  who 
not  deeply  concerned  in  the  promotion  of  thia 
areat  and  growing  article  of  domestic  indastry. 
The  Fraiui  Qovemment  have  deemed  it  an 
otgect  of  snffldent  niaguitnde  to  devote  to  it  a 
gnat  deal  of  time  and  money. 

This  resolution  proposes  the  oollectioD  and 
dinemination  of  the  improvomenta  made  in 
the  &brioatian  and  refinement  of  sugar;  and 


another,  reported  by  the  same,  provides  for  the 
collection  ot  all  the  varieties  of  the  cane,  from 
more  Dorthero  latitudes.  This  is  also  proposed 
to  be  effected  in  an  easy  and  inexpensive  man- 
ner, through  our  consuls  and  commanders  of 
foreign  armed  vessels  from  abroad. 

There  are  now  three  kinds  in  the  Unit«d 
States.  The  Creole,  bronght  irom  Ifadeira; 
the  Otaheite,  fhtm  the  Islands  of  the  Pacific 
Ocean ;  and  the  ribbon,  from  Batavia.  If  it 
be  true  that  vegetables,  like  animals,  become 
acclimated,  and  put  on  a  thicker  covering  as 
they  are  gradnaliy  cultivated  farther  north,  the 
same  species,  planted  for  centuries  in  a  more 
rigorous  climate,  may  hare  dianged  its  proper- 
ties most  materially,  and  might  now  be  trans- 
planted m  the  same  latitude  on  this  eoutinent, 
when  it  would  require  otherwise  the  same  time 
here  to  olimatlze  itself.  We  are  sud  to  be  In- 
debted to  India  for  the  cane,  from  whence  it 
was  carried  to  Persia  and  China,  and  from 
theace  obtained  by  the  Greeks  and  Bomana, 
who,  from  want  of  knowledge  of  granolation, 
only  used  the  Jnioe  as  medicine.    The  Saraoeiu 


doubt  hut  that  a  most  valuable  acqnintiou  may 
be  made  to  onr  natural  agriculture  by  the  adop- 
tion of  these  resolutions.  I  saw,  only  a  few 
days  since,  in  the  work  of  a  recent  traveller  in 
Peru,  the  return  of  an  Intendant  to  the  Gov- 
ernment, in  which  it  was  stated  that  the  sngar- 
sne  in  one  of  the  provinces  grew  eleven 
lonths  in  the  year,  and  ripened  five  feet  high ; 
and  from  their  ignorance  of  the  processes  of 
sugar-making,  it  was  difficult  to  produce  any 
thing.  In  our  country  the  cane  only  grows 
eight  months,  and  only  ripens  two  feet ;  and, 
destitute  as  we  are  of  a  full  knowledge  of  the 
subject,  oar  production  is  annually  increasing. 
It  was  considered  an  experiment  for  fifteen 
years  in  the  commencement  of  sugar-making  in 
Louisiana.  What  was  experiment  then,  is  ex- 
perience now.  What  is  now  doubt  and  uncer- 
tainty, will  be  practice  and  demonstration  in  a 
few  yeara  to  come, 

I  cannot,  for  a  moment^  believe  that  a  meas- 
ure so  simple  and  beneficial  will  not  receive  the 
concurrent  vote  of  this  House. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to 
the  resolutions,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative 
without  a  division. 


Wbdh>8DAT,  February  lO. 
JHpiomatia  E^emei, 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  civil 
list  for  the  ourrent  year  being  under  conuder- 
ation, 

Mr.  iKOiBaoLL  sud  he  rose  to  correct  an 
error  to  which  the  debate  of  yesterday  had  led, 
in  regard  to  one  head  of  appropriation.  He 
alluded  to  the  salaries  and  outfits  of  foreign 
Ministers,  and  the  contingent  expenses  of  the 
mis^ona.    It  had  beea  yesterday  stated  by  an 
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honorable  member  of  the  Committee  of  Ways 
and  Ifeanfi,  (Mr.  Vxbpumok,)  that,  althon^h 
the  appropriatioa  now  asked  for  was  large,  m 
ooiuaqaenoe  of  the  new  nusaioDs  infitituted 
during  the  recess  of  Oonoresa,  or  rather  bj 
sending  out  new  men  to  old  miaaions,  jet,  that 
even  the  snm  now  required  for  tbese  pnrposea 
did  not  swell  the  amonnt  bejond  our  former 
^jpropriations  for  foreign  mis^ona.  Indeed,  it 
was  said  that  the  money  required  for  onr  l£n- 
iaters  and  diplomatic  agent^  under  the  last  ad^ 
ministration,  had  been  more  in  some  years  than 
is  now  required.  In  these  statements  be  be- 
lieved the  honorable  member  who  made  them 
was  wrong,  entirely  wrong ;  end  he  (Mr.,  I.) 
woold  now  endeavor  to  set  the  matter  right. 
There  had  not  been  a  ;ear  daring  the  preced- 
ing foar  years,  that  the  diplomatic  'e^>enses 
had  eqnalled  the  snm  now  asked  for.  No,  sir, 
not  exoepting  the  year  of  the  Panama  mission, 
which  had  been  the  means  of  characterising 
the  late  as  a  diplomatio  administration,  by 
those  opposed  to  it,  was  there  as  mnch  re- 
qnired  as  we  are  now  abont  to  appropriate. 
The  bill  proposes  to  give  one  hondrea  «nd 
dghty  thousand  doU&rs  for  the  salaries  and 
ontfita  of  oar  diplomatic  agents,  and  for  the 
contingent  expenses  of  the  several  miHSioE 
liOt  ns  oompare  this  snm  with  what  we  gave 
1826,  the  first  year  of  the  late  adminiHtratio 
By  a  carefnl  examination  of  the  act  of  that 
year,  he  foand  that,  for  these  purposes,  there 
was  appropriated  bat  one  hnndred  and  forty- 
seven  thousand  five  hnndred  dollars.  In  1827, 
we  appropriated  for  the  same  objects  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty-one  thousand  dollars.  Well,  sir, 
these  were  large  suns,  bnt  still  failing  consid- 
erably short  of  what  u  now  reqoired.  Bnt 
these  sums,  though  appropriated,  were  not  all 
expended;  and  when  we  came  to  the  year 
1B2S,  the  gentleman  then  at  the  head  of  the 
StAta  Department  informed  ns  that  there  was 
on  hand  an  unexpended  balance  of  former  i^i- 
propriatioQS,  amonnting  to  one  hnndred  tiiou- 
sand  dollars,  and  he  only  asked  for  an  addi- 
tional sum  of  forty-nine  thousand  dollars  to 
carry  that  branch  of  the  service  through  the  year. 
The  next  year,  1829,  we  appropriated  by  two 
acts,  the  one  for  the  first  quarter,  and  the  next 
for  the  three  qnartera  of  the  year,  in  bU  one 
hundred  and  thiri.y<-Beven  thonsand  five  hnn- 
dred dollars.  The  average  amount  for  the  four 
years  of  the  late  administration,  was  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-one  thousand  two  hnndred 
and  fifty  dollara  for  each  yearj  and  we  are  now 
■tcrting  anew,  by  appropriatmg  one  hundred 
and  elgb^  thousand  dollarH,  to  cover  the  ex- 
pense! of  diplomacy  for  the  current  year. 

TSt.  L  said  he  did  not  make  these  statements 
with  a  view  of  finding  fault  with  the  items 
which  we  are  now  considering,  bnt  he  felt  it 
dae  to  others,  as  well  as  hkasel^  to  state,  in  as 
few  words  as  he  ooold,  on  which  administration 
the  diffbrenoe  of  expenditure  was  chargeable. 

Before  he  resumed  his  seat,  he  wonM  say  a 
few  words  as  to  the  sources  from  which  the 


outfits  of  the  new  Ministers,  dnring  the  lut 
summer,  had  been  taken ;  because,  as  bad  beea 
before  stated  yesterday,  these  ontfita  wen  uii 
to  be  derived  from  the  diploma^e  (bud;  ud 
we  all  know  that  the  last  Oongress  declined 
making  any  qietufio  appropriations  for  ontfl^ 
nor  is  there  any  sucn  thmg  as  a  dipl(UDiiie 
fund ;  he  meant  a  fund  by  that  name,  Tba 
money,  in  the  absence  of  a  specific  apprcfris- 
tion  for  outfits,  was  undoubtedly  taken  bj  ibt 
!Eiecative  from  the  item  of  contingoit  ei- 
pensea.  We  had  heard  something  aboot  time 
contingent  expenses,  and  also  about  the  prM- 
tice  of  paying  ontfits  from  such  sources,  ■  jt«r 
or  two  ago.  The  Retrenchment  OoniniiiUft 
he  believed,  had  put  the  seal  of  oondemDitki 
on  that  practice ;  at  any  rat&  another  oomnil- 
tee  of  tne  same  Oongress,  the  Oommittee  os 
the  Expenditores  ot  the  State  Department, 
over  which  an  honorable  member  over  Ibe  wij, 
from  Tennessee,  ably  predded,  had,  in  ISHv 
denied  the  righte  of  Uie  Executive  to  pay  diplo- 
matio outfits,  nnless  authorized  by  a  q)eci& 
appropriadoD.  This,  we  are  told,  was  the  Im 
docbrine  then.  The  able  report  then  drawn  up 
by  the  committee  took  the  gronud  that  tbt 
contjngent  fimd  was  not  sal^eot  to  the  pajmeol 
of  salaries  and  outfits  of  Ministetaandchargv^ 
their  compensation  h^ng  speoifio  sobjects  tf 
appropriation.  The  oonunittee  called  that  pne- 
tice  a  usurpation  of  power,  if  he  ri^tly  n- 
membered  the  term.  He  would  not  iIod  Ui 
ask  whether  that  was  defensible  now,  woicb 
was  usurpation  in  1828.  His  prjnoipil  olgM 
was  to  correct  the  errors  which  had  been,  t>  b« 
presumed,  inadvertently  made,  in  compHing 
the  sums  now  asked  with  what  had  been  gins 
under  a  former  admiuistralJon ;  andl,  having 
aocomplished  his  object  in  that  particular,  lie 
should  drop  the  sul^ect. 

Hr.  Vbbplahok  said  he  did  not  intend,  ;» 
terd^,  to  make  a  comparison  of  the  eceiKHiiy 
of  this  and  the  last  adnunistration,  but  had  tbet 
found  himself  called  upon  to  defend  the  cmd- 
mittee  which  reportealhe  bill.  He  had  tba 
tmitttentionally  oonunitted  an  error  in  tbt 
statement  he  made  yesterday,  by  not  adding  b 
"-  ---  hundred  and  eigjity  tftonsand  dtflm 

of  thirirf  thonsand  d<^lan,  wbu  wo- 

paring  the  present  appropriUion  with  thu^ 
former  years.  Still,  on  the  showing  (tf  I" 
gentleman  from  Connecticut  bimMl^  the  f^ 
ent  appropriation  is  defensihle,  for,  compiiw 
with  that  made  the  year  of  the  Pioami  mi*- 
sion,  it  is  very  much  lees,  and,  with  that  of  IM 

5 receding  year,  it  is  still  three  or  four  tbcMuud 
oUars  leas.  Mr.  T.  said  he  did  not  wiak  W 
turn  this  debate  into  a  party  question.  I" 
aart  of  the  bill  containing  pronntna  raplw* 
(self— and  the  cause  of  the  increaM  i*,  tbtfri 
:he  first  yesT  of  a  new  aammiitratkoi,  ouiw 
ire  required  which  will  not  be  necessary  t^a- 
But,  he  aaid,  since  it  was  invited,  be  woeM 
make  a  relative  oomparisra  of  the  UP^V^I^ 
m  thia  respect,  from  an  estimate  he  bad  hnBHO 
made.    Mr,  Adama  was  Beoretaf?  of  Sttle  a 
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1S3£,  when  he  wu  elected  Preaident,  and  be 
hinu^  prepared  the  appropriation  bilb  for  the 
Gnt  jearnf  his  own  aomlniatrBtion.  After  a 
long  series  of  appropriatioiis  for  fordgn  inter- 
eonrae,  balauoes  of  appropriation  for  foreign 
iDterconrse  had  been  left,  and  this  adTantaffe 
he  had,  bwodes,  with  his  own  politicsl  friends 
ibroad ;  few  reoalls  were  necenarr-  Tet  Mr. 
Adams  otitained  two  hondred  imd  thirteen 
thooMnd  dollara  for  the  first  jear  of  hi«  admin- 
ialntlon.  Th»  jear  after,  and  oorresponding 
with  this  jear  ot  tho  present  administration, 
Oongreoi  liad  granted  him  for  thia  object  the. 
■am  of  oaa  hnndred  and  ^htj-seven  tnonsand 
Ats  hundred  dollara,  to  which  is  to  be  added 
the  sppropriaUon  of  fbrtj  tboound  dollars  for 
tfaa  Puuuna  misaon.  How  stood  tlie  acoonnt 
of  whst  was  deemed  neoessarr  for  the  two  first 
Tears  of  Hi.  Adams's  administration?  The 
■oni  of  fonr  hnndred  and  fbrty-two  thonaand 
doDsn  was  deemed  proper,  and  so  es&nat«d  bj 
the  department,  for  the  two  first  years  of  that 
adnunistration.  Let  ns  take  the  two  first  fears 
of  the  present  administration,  and  eiunine 
what  the  amoont  of  the  correqmnding  appro- 
pristioiu  will  be.  There  wu,  when  the  last 
slninistratioti  went  ont,  a  sairilns  of  contin- 
ROt  Amds  in  band  to  a  considerable  amonnt. 
Ihe  Seeretarj-  of  State,  with  a  landable  aocn- 
nwj,  asked  for  no  increase,  bnt  said  the  snr- 
[dni  f^d  (thirtj  thonsand  dollars)  was  soffl- 
deot,  UDOer  these  olronmstances,  the  sum  of 
one  hundred  and  thirty-seven  tboosand  five 
hondred  dollara  wss  appropriated  last  year, 
witiioat  any  sarplns  fimd.  Pnbllo  reasons — 
rsttoni  which  seemed  good  to  the  Execntjve, 
ind  which  this  was  not  the  place  to  disetisa, 
indnced  some  recalls  to  be  made,  and  other 
Kmiters  to  be  qipoiDt«d  in  their  place.  Mr. 
Brown,  besides,  volnntarily  returned  trovt 
Fnnce,  and  it  was  oeoeaaarj  to  qipoint  a  sno- 
oesnr  to  him.  A  foil  ^[iniBter,  In  ooQse<in6noe 
rf  the  bonndarr  qneetion,  was  reqnired  in  Hoi- 
lind,  where  »  cbarg6  odIj  formerly  was  re- 
qsited.  Under  tbeee  oiremnsbnoes,  Govem- 
ment  now  aska  for  two  hundred  and  tea  thoa- 
wtd  dollars,  which  will  make  an  aggregate 
amonnt  of  three  hondred  and  forty-seren  thon- 
sand dollars  for  the  two  first  years  of  GieDeral 
Jaoksoa's  administration,  while  that  of  the  for- 
mer administratioD,  for  the  oorrespondmg  pe- 
riod, was  fonr  hundred  and  forty-two  thonaand 
dollan— the  difference  in  faTor  of  this  admin- 
titration  being  aboot  one  hondred  thonsand 
dcdlata.  Whether  even  all  this  som  is  to  be 
expended,  he  eoold  not  say,  althongh  there  waa 
good  reason  to  expeot  that  even  tite  whole  of  it 
woDld  not  be  needed.  The  onl^  ioformation 
1m  had  on  this  snl^eat,  was  denred  from  the 
doeunenta  which  hare  been  transmitted  to  the 
Hooae  from  the  EAcntive  within  a  few  days — 
(tiie  Message  in  relation  to  onr  foreign  inter- 
eonrse,)  by  which  it  appeared  we  were  to  go 
back  to  the  good  old  act  of  1810,  which  is  to 
be  in  fotore  strictly  apj^ed — a  law,  than  which 
there  is  none  in  the  statate  book  more  predsely 


worded,  nor  one  which  had  been  more  loosely 
constnied.  Thns,  we  shall  not  hare  any  more 
oonstmotiTe  Jonmeys— oonttmcted  messengers. 
We  shall  hare  no  more  ontfita  for  acoidental 
ohargis  for  a  six  weeks'  mission— no  more  ^>- 

Cpriations  of  forty  thonsand  dollars  for  ror> 
Ministers  to  look  for  a  Congress  which  was 
not  to  be  found,  ttnless,  perhaps,  in  the  moon, 
where,  according  to  the  old  poetical  fancy 
which  hod  reoently  reoeired  the  diplomatie 
sanction  of  Mr.  Adams,  "  all  things  lost  on 
earth  are  to  be  fonad." 

Mr.  Ihozbsou.  said  he  had  not  the  most  dis- 
tant idea,  when  he  rose  on  thia  subject,  to  ^ve 
to  tiie  debate  what  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Yksplaboe}  had  colled  a  party  torn. 
It  was  in  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  by  the 
Chairman  of  the  Retrenchment  Committee, 
said  Mr.  I.,  that,  yesterday,  I  stated  the  caosee 
of  the  increase,  for  the  present  year,  of  the 
diplomatic  expenses  of  the  oonntry.  I  did  this 
in  as  nneiceptionable  a  manner  as  I  was  capa- 
ble of  doing  it.  The  gentleman  from  New 
York  followed  on  the  other  side,  and  saw  fit  to 
indnlge  in  an  nnnecessary,  and,  as  I  thought, 
unmerited  attack  on  the  expenditures  of  the 
late  administration.  Whatever,  therefore,  of 
party  has  mingled  in  this  discussion,  the  gen- 
tleman may  thank  himself  for.  I  am  acting, 
and  have  acted,  on  the  defensive  throngbont. 
He  now  acknowledges  that  he  was  in  part  mis- 
taken, yesterday,  in  his  estimate  of  the  ex- 
penses of  the  late  administration,  bnt  st^  in- 
sists that  the  first  year  of  Mr.  Adams's  waa 
more  expensive  in  this  pariicolar,  than  the  first 
year  of  the  present  administration.  If  the 
gentleman  will  turn  to  the  book,  and  examine 
for  himself  he  will  find  that  he  is  as  far  ont  of 
the  wav  here,  as  he  was  in  his  other  statements 
yesterday.  He  is  altogether  mistaken  in  thia 
matter,  or  there  is  no  truth  in  fignres.  The 
year  1836  required  bnt  aboat  one  hmidred  and 
forty-seven  thonsand  dollars  for  the  misuons, 
and  all  of  that  sum  was  not  expended,  bnt  went 
to  help  ont  the  expenditures  of  one  of  the  suc- 
ceeding years.  A^ain,  we  are  told  tbat  dnring 
Mr.  Monroe's  administration,  and  while  the  late 
President  was  in  the  Department  of  State,  very 
large  appropriations  were  made,  the  unexpend- 
ed balances  of  which  went  to  eke  ont  the  &Gn- 
isters'  Bslaries  and  perqaisites,  nnder  the  lost 
administration,  Bnrely  he  oonld  not  have  been 
aware  where  this  assertion  was  to  lead  him,  or 
be  woidd  hare  paused  moch  before  be  made  it. 
Large  diplomUlc  appropriations  under  Mr. 
Monroe,  and  tbro^h  Uie  mflnence  of  his  Secre- 
tary of  State  I  Why.  sir,  the  largest  appropri- 
ation made  dnring  that  period  was  in  16S5, 
when  the  new  Governments  on  onr  own  conti- 
nent had  been  acknowledged  independent;  in 
oonseqaenoe  of  which,  the  diplomatic  corps 
was  aboot  doubled,  and  even  then  the  amonnt 
appropriated  for  foreign  missions  was  not  over 
one  hundred  and  seventy-two  thonsand  dollars ; 
still  less,  it  will  be  observed,  than  yon  are  now 
aaking  for  by  the  bill  on  yoor  tuile.    Let  no 
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MO  hov  the  other  fears  preceding  noMd, 
these  expeneea,  which  we  nave  beui  told  wi 
BO  enormoiu.    In  1824,  there  was  appropriated 

one  hundred  and  fort^-nine  thonsand  dollarB — 
not  yet  up  to  the  mark  of  the  present  year.    In 

18SS,  onl^  sevent;-fonr  thonsand  dollars 

appropriated,  not  half  of  what  is  nov.  _. 
qoired;  and  in  1622,  there  was  appropriated 
eighty-three  Uioussnd  dollars ;  that  is,  nearly 
one  htindred  thonsand  less  than  is  now  neces- 
aarr  to  ftj  the  diplomatic  corps.  Will  it  be 
eaid,  in  the  face  of  these  sama,  that  there  was 
an  eitraraganoe  in  Mr.  Monroe,  oha^eable  to 
his  Secretary  of  State,  when  not  a  year  can  be 
fbnnd  in  which  these  expenses  have  ran  np  to 
their  present  amount  t  The  gentleman  from 
New  Tork  has  indeed  said,  that  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  reform  some  of  the  Ministers  daring 
the  recess  of  Congress,  and  hence  our  present 
heavy  expense.  We  once  were  taoght  to  be- 
lieve that  reform  and  retrenchment  were  to  go 
hand  in  hand;  but  they  are  now,  it  womd 
seem,  to  be  separated,  and  the  first  year  of  the 
reign  of  reform  shows  ns,  instead  of  a  re- 
trenchment, an  increase  which  wonld  of  itself 
have  broken  down  the  administration  which 
went  before  it.  And  not  only  an  in 
this  patronage,  hnt  even  the  doctrine  of  spe- 
cific appropriations  is  getting  to  be  rather  obso- 
lete, and  oatfits  not  provided  for  by  the  appro- 
priation acts  are  now  taken  IWtm  the  aiplo- 
matio  fiind.  Let  it  not  be  aeii  that  I  oomplam 
of  this — tlie  Execntive  has  an  ondonbted  i'  ' ' 

to  do  as  has  been  done ;  bnt  I  do  oomnlaiu 

gentlemen,  when  they  get  in,  shoola  so  soon 
foi^t  what  was  Ib^  &vorite  doctrine  when 
they  were  ont. 

Mr.  BucHuiAiT  said  he  bad  not  expected 
that  the  Eonse  wonld  have  entered  into  a  party 
debate  apon  this  gnestion,  and  be  trasted  it 
wonld  not  now  senoosly  engage  In  each  a  dis- 
cussion. The  two  gentlemen  who  bad  ad- 
dressed the  Honse  upon  different  wdos  of  Uie 
question,  appeared  to  him  to  have  taken  bat  a 
narrow  view  of  the  snbject  It  was  decidedly 
his  opinion  that,  in  our  intercourse  with  for- 
e!^  nations,  we  should  pursne  a  liberal  and 
wise,  rather  than  a  narrow  and  short-sighted 
policy.  It  was  the  interest  and  the  dnty  of 
this  conntry  to  cherish  tbe  good  opinion  of  for- 
eign nations;  and  in  our  interconree  with 
them,  if  we  acted  npon  narrow  principles,  we 
might  find  that,  in  realinng  a  email  gain,  the 
country  might  sustain  a  heavy  lose.  We 
should  view  this  subject  ei  statesmen,  and 
never  hesitate  to  provide  the  means  necessary 
to  enable  the  Executive  to  sustain  both  the 
character  and  the  cause  of  this  comitry,  in  in- 
teroonrse  with  other  nations.  Mr.  B.  said  he 
was,  therefore,  astonished  to  hear  gentlemen 
comparing  the  relative  cost  of  our  fbreim  in- 
tercourse in  difi'erent  yean,  and  under  dLSer- 
ent  administrations,  as  if  there  were  no  other 
question  to  be  considered,  but  whiidi  adminis- 
^tion  bad  spent  the  least  money. 

Sir,  said  mr.  B.,  I  was  one  of  those  who  con- 


demned the  last  administration,  not  so  mndi  m 
account  of  the  amount  of  its  expenditnn*  li 
onr  foreign  Interoonrse,  as  because,  in  pndke 
it  repealed  tbe  law  of  1810.  A  pneticc  hid 
grown  up  within  tbe  last  twenty  years,  wM 
at  least  violated  both  tbe  letter  and  Qit  ^lirit 
of  that  act  One  precedent  in  vioMoa  of  Im 
was  eetabliahed^  which  gave  birth  to  dhdj  oil)- 
ers.  At  last  tbu  aM  w«s  so  whcdly  disiwri- 
ed  by  the  last  admiiuatrataon,  that  they  nstnd 
a  Minister,  npon  leaving  a  foreign  coonb;,  W 
convert  his  eeoretary  ta  lecation  into  a  dkUfi 
^es  afiUree,  and  as  such  paid  a  foil  stbr;  m 
ontfit,  althoogh  be  retomed  home  a  verj  thai 
time  after  the  IGnister,  His  was  not  colj 
without  law,  bat  expressly  ag^st  lav.  Be 
had  not  the  least  right  to  such  an  sllcTiMfc 
It  was  not  a  question  wbetber  tb«  eoolinpiit 
ftand  onght  to  have  been  resorted  to  fw  bit 
payment ;  bnt  it  was  a  case  in  which  tb«  Fm- 
ident  had  no  right,  under  the  law.  to  lUow  liin 
one  cent,  ont  of  any  taaA,  beyonn  his  hIixt  m 
secretary  of  IwatJon.  Mr.  B.  was  wilUog  llut 
those  matters  should  now  rest  in  obhriwi,  asd 
he  wonld  never  volontarily  call  them  forOi  u 
the  light.  He  had  opposed  the  practiw  d  Ht 
last  administratioo,  not  becanae  they  hadpud 
just  demands  out  of  the  contingrat  find,  lot 
beoanse  they  had  mtdo  donaUons  to  iadindHli 
in  express  violation  .of  the  existing  lavi. 

Mr.  B.  Bud,  the  trne  reason  why  tb«  if^n- 
priation  necessary  for  our  foreign  interconit 
was  greater  the  present  than  it  had  b«ea  the 

Ct  year,  was,  that  several  of  oar  Uuirtcn 
.  been  recalled,  and  others  had  been  i^ 
pointed  in  tbeir  stead,  whom  it  wsa  nHewT 
to  provide  with  outfits.     Wonld  any  genikiui 

anestion  the  ri^t  of  tbe  Exeonliroto  panu 
lisconrsel  For  this  oondoct  be  was  tanv 
able  to  no  tribunal  bat  that  of  the  Americn 
people.  The  qi[K>intment  of  foreign  KuuMn 
was  pecnllarly  within  Uie  province  cf  the  Ei- 
ecutive.  The  Ooostitotioa  and  lawi  «(  t^ 
United  Statee  had  reposed  in  him  this  diioe- 
tion ;  and  it  must  be  an  extreme  case  iDde<d  a 
which  the  House  of  Representatives  os^  » 
withhold  the  neoeesary  appropriatiint.  B«  P'*' 
sumed  no  gentleman  in  ue  flooie  voeld  **} 
that  such  a  case  now  existed.  Hehadiisw» 
say  thus  much ;  and  bo  hoped  to  see  tb«  Mpfn- 
priation  made  withoat  fartW  disoasri<»- 

Mr.  Etxbrt,  of  Mavaehusatts,  lud  thit  W 
agreed  with  tbe  gentleman  from  PeanqlnM 
who  had  Jnat  taken  biaBeat,as  tolhecanNOl 
the  increase  in  tbe  apptopriatioD.  Th*  P"| 
tleman  had  stated  it  to  be  tbe  recall  of  f*^ 
of  the  foTMgn  Mrnlsttfa,  and  tbeeat£tsaf  thw 
snooesacvs;  and  it  was  evident,  from  tbe  <»■- 
parisonof  the  biU  of  this  year  wilb  tJ»e  W* 
priation  law  of  the  last,  Uiat  such  wu  uw  a* 
He  also  agreed  with  tiie  gentlaman  from  ress- 
syivania,  that  tbe  recall  and  tpfxmaifi^ 
Ministers  was  a  matter  irf  Eieontirt  dw^ 
tion;  andthatitwasonlyinanextrenMcsKU* 
the  Honse  would  be  justifiable  in  i'i'^'*,. 
withbdd  an  qipropriation  f(«  the  onm  "  • 
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r  Urns  appointad.  But  Mr.  E.  begged 
to  leoalt  to  the  reooUection  of  the  Eoiue  the 
mBniier  in  whioh  thia  debate  aroee.  The  sea- 
tlenun  ttom  Sentnokj  Qb.  WiDKLma)  bad 
pnt  the  qoeBtioD  to  the  uiairman  of  the  Oom- 
mittee  otyft^s  and  Muuis,  why  the  appropria- 
tirai  for  the  diplomatio  serrioe  of  tne  jear 
MnoDDted  to  one  hmtdred  and  Mghtj  thoasand 
dcdlan,  vhile,  the  lost  ^ear,  it  waa  bnt  one 
hnndred  and  Our^-Beren  tbonmod  dollars  t 
To  till*  inqniiT  the  i>li»irm»ii  of  the  Committee 
oi  WajB  and  Means  bad  replied,  fhat  there  had 
been,  previous  to  the  last  jear,  an  Bccmnala- 
taao  of  nnexpeuded  balances  of  former  appro- 
^iationo,  which  had  rendered  it  neoeeswr  to 
•mropriate  less  for  1829 ;  bnt  that  these  snr- 
plosae  being  now  all  expended,  s  larger  som 
was  reqtiired  for  this  jear.  With  great  defer- 
enoe  to  tbe  sooroe  &Dm  whioh  this  statement 
proceeded,  Mr.  £.  ooold  not  agree  to  its  cor~ 
reebiess.  He  did  not  find,  in  looVing  at  the 
eetimKta  from  the  Department  of  State  for 
1B29,  that  there  was  any  snob  aorplas  under 
this  head  of  upnFpriatioa. 

[Here  Mr.  £.  gave  w^  to  an  explanation 
from  Mr.  MoDumK.] 

Hr.  MoDdttik  rose  In  explanation.  He  said 
that  it  was  far  from  his  intention  to  make  an;' 
partr  aUnsiona,  or  aaj  obserratious  whiob  could 
poetdblf  be  oonstmed  into  sdoIl  in  relation  to 
that  appropriation.  Ha  referred,  on  tbis  point, 
to  the  expIanBtion  made  bj  him  on  the  preced- 
ing dnj,  in  answer  to  the  member  from  Ooa- 
neotient,  (Mr.  LrsXBSOLL,)  and  oonolnded  bT 
stating  that  he  trusted  he  shonld  not  be  conmd- 
ered  aa  anthoritj  for  tbe  debate  which  had 
taken  place. 

Mr.  ErxBKrr  resomed.  He  taiA  that  tbe 
gentleman's  explanation  was  in  accordance 
with  bis  own  view  of  tbe  osse;  and  he  was 
aboDt  himself  immediately  to  state  that  the 
snrplna  alladed  to  was  In  a  different  fand,  for 
wtuoh  no  appropriation  at  all  was  made  in 
1820 ;  and  tba^  conaeqnently,  the  increase  of 
lbr<7  thousand  dollars  in  the  diplomatic  service 
tk  the  present  year,  over  tbe  last,  was  not 
owing  to  any  eaeh  sarplos  being  added  to  the 
appropriation  of  1829.  It  was  an  increase  of 
ezpenditore,  owing,  as  tbe  genUemaQ  from 
PennsflTania  stated,  to  the  reoall  of  the  for- 
tiga.  Ministers,  and  the  oat&ts  of  their  sncoes- 
aors.  Supposine  this  matter  to  be  now  onder- 
stood  idl  BTonnd  tbe  House,  be  should  say  no 
more  abont  it.  He  most,  however,  dwell  a 
moment  on  snotbei  point,  oonnected  with  this 
appnmriation,  in  which,  after  what  bad  been 
aaid,  be  need  not  diaolaun  being  a  Tolnnteer. 
These  ootfite,  to  the  amonnt  of  over  for^  thon- 
aand  doUa^^  have  been  paid  witbont  any  spe- 
cific appropriatitm.  On  Uie  contrary,  a  gentle- 
man from  Georgia,  (Mr.  Wildb.)  last  winter, 
proposed,  in  Oommitt«e  of  the  Wbole,  to  make 
an  ^)propriation  for  the  ontfits  of  Ministers 
who  might  tw  appointed;  and  the  committee 
declined  "'i'^"g  sueb  an  appropriation.  Tbey 
paised  the  bill  aa  tfae;  fonnd  it,  with  spetufio 


and  ontfits,  with  an  estimated  addition  for  con- 
tinsendea,  be  believed:,  of  twenty  tbonsand 
doUars.  This  looked  rather,  when  considered 
in  connection  with  tbe  refusal  of  tbe  commit- 
tee Jnst  allnded  to,  like  excloding  all  ontfits  not 
provided  for  hy  the  bill.  And  yet,  notwith- 
standing this,  forty  thonssnd  dollars  in  outfits, 
for  which  no  appropriation  bad  been  made, 
hare  been  p^d  dnrinjg  the  last  snmmer.  Mr. 
E.  did  not  mention  this  as  crinunating  the  pres- 
ent administratitm,  bnt  as  vindicating  the  post. 
It  had  been  asserted  and  reiterated,  here  and 
elsewhere,  that  tbe  late  administration  had  im- 
properly paid  ontfits  out  of  the  contingent  f^d, 
and  transferred  to  one  object  what  was  spe- 
cifically appropriated  to  another.  Now  here 
we  hare  forty  thousand  doUars  expended  in 
ontfits,  witbont  any  n>ecifio  appropriation ; 
although  two  ootfite,  if  he  recollected,  were 
specified  in  the  act  of  the  last  year.  From 
what  fond  the  money  had  been  taken,  be  conld 
hardly  tell.  That  part  of  the  estimate  was  not 
very  dear.  There  is  no  snch  thing  as  a  diplo- 
matic fond  known  to  the  appropriation  law. 
The  earn  now  asked  for  appears  to  be  asked  as 
a  repayment  of  so  mnch  taken  from  other 
items.  Of  this,  Mr.  "E.  was  not  disposed  to 
complun ;  bnt  be  hoped  genUemen  would  now 
feel  how  n^jnstly  the  late  administration  had 
been  condemned  for  a  coarse  so  soon  adopted 
by  the  present,  and  which  mnst,  of  necessity, 
be  adopted  by  any  administration. 

Mr.  MoDoFnx  said  he  bad  never  denied  that 
oDtfita,  nnder  such  dronnutances,  were  to  be 
paid  ont  of  the  contingent  fnnd. 

Mr.  Etebktt  replied,  that  be  did  not  main- 
tun  that  the  gentleman  from  Booth  Carolina 
individaally  had  held  thia  doctrine ;  bat  it  had 
been  distinctiy  laid  down  in  tbe  reports  of  two 
committees  of  the  Honse,  at  the  last  Congress 
^the  Oommittee  on  the  Expenditures  of  the 
Department  of  State,  and  the  Retrenchment 
Oommittee.  Tbe  latter  oommittee  bad  recom- 
mended tbe  abolition  of  the  fnnd  for  tbe  con- 
tingent expenses  of  the  foreign  miseious,  on  tbe 
ground  that  it  enabled  the  Ezeentive,  at  his 
own  discretion,  to  augment  the  allowances  to 
the  fordgo  Mizusters. 

Mr.  Oavbbzlxno  asked  if  the  gentleman 
from  Massaohusetta  was  not  mistaken.  It  was 
the  secret  service  money,  and  not  the  continr 
gent  fnnd,  whioh  the  Committee  on  Retrench- 
ment proposed  to  suppress.  Was  not  the  gen- 
tieman  oonfonnding  one  subject  with  tbe  otiierl 

Mr.  EvzBiTTT.  I  am  not  mistaken.  Tbe 
Committee  on  Retrenchment  proposed  to  abol- 
ish tbe  fund  appropriated  for  tbe  contingent 
expenses  of  all  the  missions  abroad,  as  tbe  gen- 
tleman will  find  by  tnming  to  tbeir  report. 

Mr.  Nonioir  sud,  that,  in  tbe  whole  conrse 
of  bis  legislative  life,  be  had  never  thought  it 
necessary  to  bnCd  up  a  political  reputation,  by 
advocating  a  false  system  of  economy.  He 
should  vote  for  the  bill  reported  bv  the  distin- 
guished statesman  at  the  head  of  the  Commlt- 
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tee  of  W&js  and  HeaoB.  He  (Ur.  N.)  hod  not 
come  here  to  condemn  the  late  adniinifitraUon, 
nor  to  applaud  the  present  ont  whether  right 
or  wrong.  Bat  he  mnst  t&j,  tJoA  the  illiutri- 
oni  individnal  who  had  been  elected  to  the 
dheir  of  State,  was,  he  was  convinced,  actuated 
in  the  administratioD  of  the  affaire  of  GoTom- 
ment  by  the  best  and  poreat  motires.  He  be- 
lieved the  President  to  be  a  bold  and  honeat 
man ;  and  he  was  firmly  oonrioced  that,  whilst 
he  was  sorronnded  by  hie  present  wise  and 
patrioUo  adTisera,  the  liberties  of  the  ooontry 
would  he  Beonrs. 

The  bill  was  then  ordered  to  be  engroBsed  for 
a  third  reading. 

Tman^T,  Febmary  16. 
Hie  JtuUeiaiy  SUL 

The  Honse  ag^  resolved  itself  into  s  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  Whole,  Mr.  OxxBaxixsQ  in  (he 
ohair,  and  took  ap  the  Judiciary  bill. 

Ur.  HusmroTOH  said :  This  bill  operates 
upon  a  department  of  tiie  OoTemment,  in  oom- 
pariaon  with  which  every  other  department  is 
powerless.  It  offeota  a  tribunal  which  hears 
and  a4Jndicates  not  only  npon  the  oonflicUng 
daims  of  private  citizens,  but  one  which,  while 
it  opens  the  book  of  the  constitution,  and 
points  sovereignty  itself  to  the  olausei  "  Thns 
far  mayest  thou  come,  bat  no  farther  " — holds 
in  its  hand  the  chain  which  confines  it  within 
the  prescribed  limita.  Well,  then,  did  the  hon- 
orable member  from  Pennsylvania  say,  the  snb' 
ject  was  imporUmt  The  remark  was  worthy 
of  the  subject,  and  the  source  bom  which  it 
proceeded. 

I  listened  with  mnoh  attention,  and,  I  wiU 
add,  with  much  pleasiire,  too,  (as  I  always  do 
when  the  honorable  member  from  Pennaylva- 
nia  favors  ns  with  his  remarks  on  any  subject,) 
to  the  very  able  and  Indd  statement  whii^  he 
made  of  the  reasons  which  indnced  the  com- 
mittee, of  which  he  is  the  organ,  to  present 
this  bill  for  oar  consideration,  I  noticed  how, 
with  the  hand  of  a  master,  he  drew  the  great 
outlines,  the  leading  fsatnrea  of  our  Juoicial 
system,  as  it  has  esiMed  from  the  first  orgaoi- 
calion  of  the  Government  to  the  present  tune ; 
I  henrd  htm  point  oat  the  datiee,  the  responsi- 
bilities, and  the  powers  of  the  Bnpreme  Ooort ; 
tbe  benefiU  which  had  followed  the  adoption 
of  the  present  system ;  the  evils  which  would 
result  from  its  abandonment;  and  the  necessity 
of  Its  extenrioD  to  the  new  States.  He  will  do 
me  the  Justice  to  believe  me  ^oere,  when  I 
say  I  heard  him  with  a  desire  to  be  convinced 
that  my  objections  to  this  bill  were  gronndteas ; 
but  he  will  pardon  me  for  saying,  that  althosgh 
I  was  instmcted  by  his  learning,  and  gratified 
with  the  manner  in  which  it  was  commnni- 
cated,  I  bHU  retain  the  same  opinion  as  when 
this  disanssion  commenced;  and  that  is,  that 
this  bill  ought  not  to  become  a  law.  The  rea- 
sons for  entertaining  this  opinion  I  am  now  to 
SDbmit  to  the  committee. 


To  arrive  at  a  correct  resolt  as  to  the  le*£ii{ 
featnre  of  the  bill,  that  which  propoaee  to  add 
two  to  the  present  number  of  the  justiGes  ti 
the  Saiffeme  OonrL  an  answer  to  two  inqtorici 
into  which  the  antnect  very  natnrally  ud  obti> 
onsly  divides  ited:^  seems  neoeaury. 

Are  there  evils  attending  the  practical  of)e^ 
ations  of  oar  judicial  Bjttaa,  u  limited  nd 
confined  by  esiatiag  regotationo,  whidi  reqdic 
any  remedy  I 

If  there  are,  does  this  bill  f^imish  both  m 
adequate  one,  and  the  best  which,  nndcr  ill 
the  drcnmstanoes,  can  be  adopted  f 

The  evils  complained  o^  and  for  which  tbis 
bill  is  intended  to  provide,  exist  in  one  fons, 
and  are  of  one  character,  in  the  States  of  la- 
diana,  Illinois,  Uisassippi,  Mtsaoori,  Alahsioa, 
and  Lonlaiana ;  and  in  another  form,  and  or 
of  aootiier  character,  in  the  Statee  of  Kcs- 
tatikj,  TttauMtt,  and  Ohio. 

To  the  fitrmer,  the  Oironit  Coort  ijiteai  ii 
not  extended  at  all ;  and  the  complaint  i^  not 
that  their  Judicial  bosineas  is  not  fiidslwd,  bd 
that  it  is  not  as  well  done  as  it  wonld  be  wot 
a  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  anigiMd  to 
them.  To  the  latter,  the  ^stem  is  ntKninaOy 
extended;  but,  from  a  variety  and  ootnbiBi- 
tion  of  causes,  the  benefits  of  it  are  not  reil- 
iied :  th^  complaint  is,  not  that  their  Jn^dil 
bnuness  is  not  well  done,  but  that  the  unavoid- 
able delay  in  completing  it  is  tantamonot  to  i 
denial  of  jostice. 

The  Eonroe  from  whmioe  theae  ccsnplauiti 
proceed,  and  the  manner  in  whidt  they  hiT« 
been  presented  to  us,  d^m  the  most  respectful 
oonuderation ;  and,  if  well  fonnded,  bowerer 
we  mw  differ  as  to  the  mode  of  ndresiiig 
them,  I  tnut  we  shall  not  differ  as  to  the  ex- 
tent of  their  righta,  or  of  our  duties.  I  do  net 
intend  to  trespass  Itmg  upon  the  patiaioe  of 
the  committee  by  the  remarks  which  1  ehill 
make  upon  this  nranch  of  the  eabject ;  for, 
with  the  views  which  I  entertun  regarding  tb* 
remedy  proposed,  it  might  safely  be  admitted 
that  l^e  evils  complained  of  are  as  ejteasn 
as  has  been  supposed.  But  as  this  bill  it  pro- 
fessedly framed  to  supply  the  wants,  the  sW 
lute  neoeedtiee,  and  to  auatain  tbe  JDst  ri^its  of 
the  States,  to  wbioh  I  have  referred ;  as  no  di«- 


Keme  Court,  eicept  for  these  reason^  it  ms; 
well  briefly  to  examine  and  aMcrtain,  if 
practicable,  bow  far  the  complaints  which  btr< 
been  made  are  well  founded ;  what  nal  ntees- 
sity  does  exist  for  the  increase.  And  if  I  do 
not  very  much  mistake,  it  wiU  be  toonA  thst 
the  stole  of  judicial  basiness  in  the  oooiucf 
the  United  States,  in  these  Btateo,  wiD'nM  joi- 
tdfy,  nor  does  it  require,  any  soeh  additii»--'t 
least,  ftom  the  infbrmation  now  before  tb* 
committee,  the  neoeatity  adverted  to  ii  sot 
shown  to  exist 

I  begin  with  the  tax  younger  Statos.  Tba 
honorable  chMrman  of  the  Judiciary  Oonunit- 
tee  (Mr.  Buobuiui)  hat  inftamed  the  eomfflit- 
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tee  that  the  parental  care  of  the  OovemmeDt, 
■o  fkr  KB  it  re^arda  tbq  equal  and  doe  adminu' 
tratioD  of  justice  in  the  federal  oonits,  is  with- 
drawn from  them. 

Of  this  thej  compMn,  becuiM  it  denies  to 
them  an  eqoalitj  of  rights  and  privileges  with 
the  other  States,  and  thoa  mortifies  what  is 
sometimes  called  Slate  pride,  and  exottea  State 
jealoos;. 

I  have  no  dispoution  to  deny  the  proposi- 
tion, that,  hj  the  tenns  of  admiasion,  the  new 
States  are  placed  on  an  entire  eqoalitj  with  tlie 
old  States  aa  to  rights  and  dntiea ;  and  if  I  had 
tlte  disposition,  I  nave  not  the  power  to  do  it, 
oonristentij  dther  with  the  letter  or  spirit  of 
the  acts  of  Oongrees  authorizing  their  admis- 
sion. 'SSoi,  in  what  I  am  now  abont  to  aaj, 
ahall  I  be  JnBtlj  obnoiioaB  to  the  impntatjon 
-'  intertaining  nnkind  feelinsa  towards  the 


new  States.    Got 


"»Pi 
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old  States  of  the  Umon^  uid  ftom  a  State  from' 
which  the  tide  of  emigration  has  heretofore 
rolled  with  a  rapiditj  and  oonstonoj  whioh  has 
not  entirelj  oeased,  I  hare  many  reasons  to 
ted  and  cherish  alt  that  kindness  and  respect 
towards  the  jonnger  aisters  of  the  ooofederaoy, 
as  they  were  yerj  rapropriatelj  called  hj  the 
honorable  member  irom.  Pennaylvania,  (Mr. 
BconAH^B,)  whioh  auch  an  endeared  relation 
ahooM  excite.  Uany  of  the  sobs  of  Oonoecti- 
cnt  are  now  reepectable  citizens  of  those 
Stat«6 ;  some  of  thorn  are  distio^nished  mem- 
bers from  those  States  of  the  National  Legisla- 
ture. I  aa^  therefore,  with  frankness  and 
with  pleasnre,  that  I  wonld  withhold  from 
them  no  one  right — I  would  deprive  them  of 
no  one  privilege,  which,  onder  similar  cironm- 
stances,  is  granted  to  the  older  States.  I  may, 
however,  still  be  permitted  to  say,  that  this 
principle  of  equality,  bo  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
administration  of  Jnatioe  in  the  federal  courts, 
has  never  been  the  standard  by  which  the  Jndi- 
cial  Bjetem  of  the  nation  has  been  regulated, 
not  even  in  the  old  &tat«s  of  the  Union.  Upon 
the  principle  of  entire  eqnality,  each  State 
ahonla  have  a  Jndge  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 
and  more  than  one,  if  necessary,  to' enable  its 
Jadioial  hosineas  in  the  oonrts  of  the  United 
Stfttes  to  be  finished  with  the  same  focility  and 
economy  as  in  the  other  States. 

Bat  OUT  judicial  system  doea  not  now  pro- 
ceed on  any  anch  assamed  basis.  Why  are 
parte  of  the  wealthy  and  powerful  States  of 
Hew  York,  Pemisylvaoia,  and  Virginia,  out  off 
trom  the  benefits  of  the  present  system  t  Why 
are  they  deprived  of  the  talenta  and  learning 
of  a  Jed^  of  the  Snpreme  Oonrtt  Is  not  this 
htimiliating  to  their  pride — and  yet,  to  obviate 
it,  the  mmiber  of  the  Jndges  must  still  farther 
be  increased.  Even  tLe  bill  nnder  discnadon 
deprives  a  part  of  the  State  of  Loaisiana,  and 
a  part  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  of  the  same 
benefits.  If  we  look  at  the  progress  of  onr 
legislation  on  this  subject,  it  will  be  obvious 
tb^t  no  each  principle  aa  that  of  State  pride, 
feeling,  Jealonsy,  ever  entered  into  the  merits 


of  the  system.  £entaoky  was  admitted  into 
the  Union  fifteen  years  before  the  present  eya- 
tern  was  extended  to  her.  Tennessee  eleven 
years,  and  Ohio  four  years.  I  need  notj  how- 
ever, press  these  consideratdons,  for  the  honor- 
able member  from  Pennsylvania,  (Ur.  Bu- 
OBAKUi^  with  his  nanal  frankness  and  candor, 
admitted  that  the  admission  of  a  State  into  the 
Union,  though  thereby  plaoed  "  on  an  eqnal 
footing  with  the  originial  States,  in  all  respects 
whatever,"  did  not  confer  npon  her  the  right 
to  claim  that  the  Circuit  Court  system  should 
be  extended  to  her  immediately,  and  that  do 
obligation  was  imposed  npon  Congress  so  to 
extend  it  until  the  wants  of  the  State  required 
it,  and  the  cironmatanoes  of  the  oonntry  per- 
mitted it  to  be  done.  I  am  satisfied  with  this 
standard  of  our  dnty,  and  I  ask  the  committee 
t«  apply  it  to  the  present  ritnation  of  the  six 
new  States.  Its  wants,  so  far  as  they  apply  to 
this  saltJeot^  are  to  be  asoertuned  by  referring 
to  the  extent  and  amount  ctf  its  bnsiiiem  in  the 
federal  oonrts.  I  was  Borprised  that  the  com- 
mittee ware  fomlafaed  with  no  statement  re- 
garding iL  I  do  not  know,  nor  have  I  heard, 
that  it  is  snob  as  to  require  that  the  judicial 
system  should  be  extended  to  them;  and,  being 
ignorant  of  thai  wanto,  can  I  vote  for  a  biS 
whioh  has  been  framed  to  anpply  them )  If  I 
were  allowed  to  hazard  a  conjecture,  it  wonld 
be  that  the  judicial  business  of  these  States,  in 
the  oonrts  of  the  United  States,  was  very  bm- 
ited  in  amoont.  Their  local  ntuation,  and  the 
habits  and  pnrsnita  of  their  inhabitants,  (with 
tiio  exception  of  the  commercial  oiliea  <k  New 
Orleana  and  Ifobile^  would  seem  to  be  raeh  as 
not  to  produce  mnt^  UlJgation  In  these  oonrts. 
No  memorial  has  been  presented  fr«m  any  one 
of  these  States,  at  least  none,  within  my  re- 
oollection,  stating  th^  wants,  and  soliciting 
relief 

Does  this  bill  famish  both  an  adeqnate  rem- 
edy for  existing  evils,  and  tlie  beet  which  nnder 
all  clrcomstanoes  can  be  adopted? 

In  my  judgment,  no  worse  remedy  can  be 
adopted  than  that  whioh  increases  the  number 
of  Uie  Justices  of  the  Snpreme  Gonrt.  I  wUl 
briefly  state  the  reasons  for  tiua  (fflioion. 

It  tends  to  divide  the  responsibility  of  the 
jud^  and  thus  dimini^es  the  weight  of  it, 
which  each  individual  judge  ahould  feel.  It  ia 
a  very  common  observation,  but  not  the  lese 
correot,  indeed  it  has  almost  the  force  of  a  tm- 
iam,  that  in  proportion  as  the  number  of  agents 
employed  to  perform  any  aerrioe  ia  increased 
beyond  that  necessary  for  its  accomplishment, 
ia  the  responsibility  of  each  leaeened.  This 
spriuga  from  a  principle  of  human  nature  too 
obvious  to  need  illus^ation,  I  am  aware  that 
it  is  difficult  to  fix  the  precise  limit  where  in^- 
vidnal  responsibility  will  be  materially  impaired 
by  the  increased  number  of  agents,  but  I  think 
it  not  diSoult  to  perceive  that  it  must  be  im- 
pured,  when,  in  the  oonrt  of  dernier  reeort, 
being  purdy  a  judicial  tribunal,  that  number  ia 
nine,  though  tiiere  ia  no  magic,  as  was  aajd  by 
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the  honorable  member  from  Tennessee,  (Hr. 
PoLX,)  in  the  number  nine.  We  mart  reaort  to 
Qie  prAotioe  of  other  oKtiona,  and  to  the  difier- 
ent  States  in  the  Union,  to  gnide  na  to  a  oor- 
reot  resnlt  on  this  potnL  In  England,  with 
the  ezceptJon  of  the  Hoose  of  Lorda,  and,  in 
this  oomitrj,  of  the  Snpreme  Oonrt  of  Errora 
of  the  State  of  New  York,  the  court  of  dernier 
reeort  Is  oomposed  of  a  lees  nomber  than  that 
proposed  in  this  bill.  With  renrd  to  the  conrt 
in  England,  and  that  in  New  Tork,  which  are 
exoeptjons,  they  are  not  merely  Jndicial  tribn- 
nab,  bat  possess  and  exercise  lef^alatiTe  pow- 
ers, and  there  is  no  analtw^  between  them  and 
the  sapreme  appellate  JndiQlal  tribnnal  of  this 
oonntry.  The  Honse  of  Lords,  sitting  aa  a 
oonrt,  review  very  few  of  the  nmnerons  casee, 
^ther  in  law  or  eqnity,  which  are  yearly  o^jii- 
dioated  by  the  oonrt  of  chancery  and  the  conrta 
of  King's  Bench  and  Common  Pleas.  I  wonld 
tapaH  to  many  gentlemen  in  this  Honse,  whose 
otoerTBtions  have  oiatded  them  to  form  cor- 
rect opinions  on  this  snl^ectL  whether  a  smaller 
nomber  than  that  proposed  oj  this  bill  has  not 
conduced  to  a  more  perfect  re«ponribilitj  of 
each  member  of  the  conrt,  than  would  proba- 
1^  have  eifsted  had  it  been  increased.  I 
^ipeal  particularly  to  one  gentleman,  whom 
I  see  in  his  plaoa  (Mr.  Spenoxb,  of  New 
YOTk,)  and  whom  I  hope  the  committee  will 
have  the  pleasure  to  hear,  whose  Jadicial  char- 
acter to  know,  is  to  respect  and  admire.  I  ask 
him  to  saj  whether,  from  the  observations 
which  a  long  and  distjngnished  Jadicial  life  has 
enabled  him  to  make,  the  responsibility  of  each 
jtidge  is  not  to  an  extent,  by  no  means  inoon- 
^erable,  greater  or  less,  in  proportion  to  the 
nnmber  ofJ^^S^  who  oompoee  the  court.  The 
honorable  member  from  Fennsylvaoia  (Kr.  Btt- 
(rn^SAS)  was  pleased  to  say,  that  thoee  who 
tMnk  the  nnmber  proposed  in  this  bill  too 
large,  couflue  their  views  too  much  to  the  sev- 
eral States ;  whereas,  the  true  stat«8man  looks 
beyond  the  oonfiues  of  his  own  Stale,  and  em- 
braces within  his  vision  this  extended  republic, 
oonsisting  of  twenty-fonr  States,  producing  a 
great  mass  of  business  reqoiring  Judicial  inves- 
tigation. I  make  no  profesdons  to  the  charac- 
ter of  a  statennan.  Hy  pursuits  in  lift  have 
been  profesrional  merdy;  but  I  am  yet  to 
learn,  that  because  onr  oountir  is  great  and  ex- 
toided,  because  much  Jodldal  basinees  is  to  be 
done  in  ila  conrta,  that  this  a^ota  the  argn- 
menfwhich  I  am  now  urging,  that  an  increase 
of  numbers  impairs  in£vidoal  responsibility. 
It  may,  on  that  account,  require  the  adoption 
of  a  different  mtem  from  the  existing  one,  bat 
in  no  degree  does  it  weaken  the  force  of  the 
suggestions  which  I  have  made  in  relation  to 
the  responsibility  of  the  Jndges. 

An  Lncrease  of  the  number  of  Judeea  tends 
to  produce  less  conoentraUoa  of  actton,  fif  I 
may  be  allowed  the  expression,)  lesa  nnion  of 
action  in  (he  court,  than  wonld  otherwise  ex- 
ist, and  as  would  be  dedrable.  It  is  oertainlv 
important  that  eadi  Jodge  ihonld,  for  himself. 


examine  with  care  and  Atention  every  aft, 
every  matter  of  law  and  fact  oonneeted  with 
it,  in  which  he  ia  called  to  prononnoe  an  cmn- 
iou.  This  is  oftentimes  a  work  <rf  time  au  of 
great  labor,  Inereaae  the  nnmbo',  and  m^  it 
not  be  feared  that  it  win  tend  to  tiie  aQotment 
of  different  cases  to  different  Jndg««,  not  m«n- 
ly  to  draw  Dp  tlie  opinion,  (whim  ia  not  only 
proper,  but '  necesaary,)  but  to  examine  the 
cases ;  and  thus,  Instead  of  bringing  to  the  nd 
c^  the  litigant  partiea  the  Individual  leamiiig 
and  indus^  of  each,  the  decision  will  in  &(t 
rest,  as  it  will  be  pronounced,  on  the  inveit^ 
tion  of  a  sinele  Jodge  f  Ifay  it  not  be  feared 
that  ei&er  this  result  will  follow,  or  that  t!w 
bosioees  of  the  ooort  cannot  be  seastoiabfy  fin- 
ished with  a  due  regard  to  the  ri^ti  ot  the 
parties,  or  that  moch  of  the  time  of  the  coflrt 


subject?    The  honon^e  member  ftwn 

Pennsylvania  (Hr.  Bitceaiuii)  admitted,  that 
if  the  Judges  had  no  circuit  doties  to  ftrtana, 
there  would  be  danger  that  the  consequences  to 
which  I  have  alluded  would  follow;  thatthoe 
would  be  danger  that  some  of  them  would  be, 
as  he  expressed  it,  aye  or  no  Jndgea.  I  am  it 
a  loss  to  perceive  how  the  discharge  of  these 
circuit  duties  wonld  destroy  this  characteristic. 
A  Judge,  who  wonld  be  an  aye  or  no  Judge  on 
the  li^eh  of  an  ^tpellata  tribnnal,  is  to  great 
danger  of  being  leas  than  that  at  the  cdrcmL 

An  increase  of  the  nnmber  of  Judges  wHt 
tend  to  impair  pnbUc  confidence  in  the  conrt. 
Next  in  importance  to  an  upright  admimstn- 
tion  of  justice,  is  the  belief  uuit  it  is  so  admis- 
ist«red.  Indeed,  It  ia  almost  as  —"t"!  to  tb« 
real  utility  of  a  court,  that  Its  dedrifmi  ihoaU 
be  deemed  to  einanat«  (to  use  a  commoa  ei- 
preedon)  fh>m  a  pure  heart  and  a  sonnd  btui, 
as  that  snob  should,  in  fact,  be  their  dianetff- 
isticB.  Let  the  oommunlty  once  believe,  wbet^ 
er  from  causes  well  or  ill  founded,  that  the  de- 
cisioDB  of  this  iudicial  tribunal  are  not  eatitltd 
to  their  oonfiaenoe,  and  t}ie  salotary  ellMa 
which  would  otberwise  follow  from  the  en^ 
cise  of  their  powers  would  be  neither  sew  ax 
felt  Am  I  asked  how  this  confidenoe  of  tb* 
public  m^  be  impaired  by  Increadng  the  ninn- 
ber  of  the  conrt  I    I  answer,  in  one  or  both  ct 

By  creating  a  belief  that  the  oaurt  parttkn 
more  of  the  diaraoter  of  a  popular  iswmMj 
than  of  a  mere  Jndidal  tribunal ;  that  tppixA- 
menta  are  to  be  made  to  it  with  rtrfferttwe  to 
some  supposed  ratio  of  repreaetitation  in  lb* 
several  States;  that  each  portion  ot  (he  Untoa 
is  to  be  rMjarded,  whenever  a  vacauOT  oteva, 
or  new  Juices  are  to  be  added,  as  entiued,  fron 
its  wealth,  population,  w  pcdltical  imporliBM, 
to  I^imish  the  incombent ;  Indeed,  that  tliia  rf 
itself  oonstitotea  a  reason  fbr  the  increase  "l 
the  ooiot ;  that  aeetoial  vtowa  are  to  be  ooo- 
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BolUd,  seetional  impmtanoe  to  be  considered ; 
that  Ml  iocreoM  of  tbe  nmober  is  neowiarj  to 
advukoe  the  pu^onlar  interests  of  pirtienlar 
puts  of  the  conntrj.  I  need  not  detain  the 
committee  to  point  out  t^e  deleterious  oon«»- 
qnencat    resnlting    from  nieh  bd    impressit 


Qpoa  the  pDblio  mind.    It  is  verjr  obviona  the 
oodr^  andfl         '     ' 


would  c 


)  number  of  Judges  b«  inorrased,  in 
eMiformKr  with  tbe  prindple  of  the  present 
bill,  sa  the  WBiit«  irf  the  ootrntr^  mer  hereafter 
require,  maj  it  not  be  feared  that  it  will  be  im- 
posnble  that  the  bnsiness  of  the  Supreme 
Court  should  be  done  with  that  deqtatch 
which  a  dne  regard  to  tbe  right  of  sniton  r»- 
qniree.  Do  onr  IHends  at  the  West  tell  na  that 
delay  !a  a  denial  of  Jnatioe  to  them?  How 
will  it  t>e  with  parties  attending  the  Supreme 
Ooortinthia  cMitolt  Will  there  be  no  delaj 
■s  to  tJiem  ?  I  Jiave  been  informed  that  now, 
with  the  increased  tenn  of  the  court,  two  jttn 
elapae^  on  an  Kverage,  befiwe  a  eaae,  after  it  is 
entered  on  the  docnt,  is  determined.  The 
derk  has  fbmished  me  with  a  memorsndnm, 
fkom  which  it  q}pears  that  on  the  8th  of  Janu- 
ary, 1827,  there  were  one  hundred  and  rizty 
etsea  on  the  docket  At  the  January  term  of 
tho  same  year,  seventy-Beren  cases  were  de- 
cided. Outhel4thof  Janaary,lB28,therewere 
one  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  on  the  docket. 
At  the  term  of  that  year  eighty-eight  cues  were 
decided.  OntheISthofJanuary,1829,  there  were 
one  hundred  and  ninetem  cases  on  the  docket. 


were  one  hundred  and  thirty-three  cases  on  the 
dockeL  In  1S27,  the  court  were  in  sesrion' 
tixty-eight  days.  In  1828,  sixty-three  days. 
In  1829,  sixty-seTsn  days.  And  how  will  uie 
period  of  delay  be  extended,  as  the  bosinese  ct 
the  court  Increases  with  the  increase  of  the 
bmineae  of  this  growing  oonntry  t  This  delay ' 
will  not  be  attributable  to  the  conrt  The 
Judges  are  in  no  fault  It  is  to  be  attributed  to 
the  system  under  wbioh  they  are  plaoed.  They 
accomplish  all  whi^  the  most  deroted  and  on- 
tiring  Indosby,  and  incessant  application  to  tbe 
discharge  of  their  duties,  ean  aocompliah.  fiat 
they  are  oUiged  to  adjourn  before  sll  the 
cansee  are  heard  and  ^tennined,  to  enable 
them  to  hold  the  circuit  oourta.  Must  not, 
then,  the  present  system  hereafter  be  aban- 
doned, or  the  docket  of  the  Supreme  Ooort  be 
filled  with  a  number  of  litigated  cases  Immeas- 
urably almost  exceeding  that  of  any  of  the 
Western  States  which  now*  complun  of  it  as 
amounting  to  a  denial  of  Justice  to  them  ? 
yfbj,  mr,  it  may  be  feared  that  the  proverbial 
del^  of  the  En^ish  court  of  ohancery  will 
not  exceed  Uie  necessary  delays  which  here- 
after win  attend  paities  Ungating  in  the  Su- 
preme Court,  if  the  present  ^rst«m  be  then 
persevered  in.  The  hand  of  de^h  wiU  remore 
them  before  thdr  controyeniea  can  be  decided. 
Tbe  delay  and  oonsequent  expense  will  oon- 


amne  the  whole  of  what  may  OTentually  be 
awarded  to  them.  This  would  be  not  merely 
a  delay,  it  would  be  a  mockery  of  Justice. 

I  have  thus,  as  briefly  se  I  could,  advwted  to 
the  evils  whicn  in  my  Jadgmeot  would  follow,  or 
which  might  follow,  from  the  adoption  of  the 
principle,  that  new  judges  are  to  be  created  aa 
often  as  the  wants  of  tbe  new  States  require  them. 
Were  it  in  order,  as  I  am  aware  it  strictly  is  not,  to 
advert  to  an  amendment  which  has  been  printed 
and  l^d  on  onr  tables,  and  which  an  honorable 
member  from  Kentucky  (Mi.  Sahibl)  pro- 
poses to  offer  hereafter  to  this  bill,  whicdi  pro- 
vides that  a  m^oritr  of  all  the  Justices  ot  the 
Supreme  Oonrt,  anlliwiEed  by  law  to  be  ^>- 
potnted  and  commissioned,  shall  concur  in  de- 
ciding against  the  validity  of  a  statute  o^  or 
an  authority  exercised  under,  any  Stat^  in 
every  case  m  the  Supreme  Court,  where  ia 
drawn  in  question  the  validity  of  such  statute 
o^  or  authority  ezenused  under,  any  State,  on 
tM  ground  of  a  repognance  thereof  to  tlw 
Oonstitntion,  treaties,  or  laws  of  the  United 
Stitea,  and,  nnless  sneh  nujority  concur,  the 
decisions  of  the  court  shall  be  entered  as  in 
&vor  of  their  validity,  and  which  further  pro- 
vides that  no  district  or  circuit  court  shall 
have  Jurisdiction,  or  take  cognizance  of  any 
suit,  matter,  or  cause  of  action,  (other  than 
causes  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jnrisdiction,) 
either  at  common  law  or  in  eguityj  where  the 
cause  of  action,  matter,  or  smt  arises  out  (^ 
and  depends  solely  upon,  the  laws  of  any  State, 
and  in  which  no  statute  of,  or  authority  esw 
dsad  under,  any  State^  is  drawn  in  question,  <m 
the  ground  of  a  repugnance  thereof  to  tbe  Oon- 
stitntion, tTssties,  or  laws  of  the  United  States ; 
and  if  I  conld  think  it  possible  that  this  amend- 
ment would  meet  with  the  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee, I  should  think  the  bill  so  amended 
much  woree  than  it  now  is ;  for  then  the  ten- 
den^  <f  the  system  would  perhaps  more  obvi- 
ously be  to  niiMtUe  tmd  put  at  hasard  Judicial 
decimals  on  great  qaestiona  which  take  hold  of 
the  vital  intmsta  of  this  nation,  to  set  afloat 
precedents  regarding  constitutional  law,  made 
after  the  ftdlest  dis^sdon  and  the  most  mature 
deUbwatioiL  and  aoqniesoed  in  by  every  ds- 

dment  of  the  Government,^  and  by  tiie  great 
y  ol  onr  dtkens.  But  tma  ia  not  the  time 
to  disonsa  the  printiples  involved  in  this 
amotdmeut.  I  abstain  at  present  fhnn  any 
fbrther  remarks  upon  it 

Vr,  Euawtwm  sud  :  I  prefer  altogether  the 
system  of  Jndidal  oi^aniiation  presented  to  the 
Boiate  in  the  rear  1819,  and  which,  as  I  under- 
stand, received  the  almost  unanimous  concur- 
rence of  that  Imdy,  vis.,  making  the  Supreme 
Ooort  of  the  nnited  States  an  appellate  court, 
and  sealing  circuit  ooorls  to  be  filled  with 
other  Judges.  This  is  the  bne  system  for  this 
oonnt^,  after  all  that  has  or  can  be  eud; 
and  one  which  will  ere  long  be  established; 
and  much  sooner,  toc^  I  am  apt  to  think,  than 
some  gentieman  imagine. 

Bir,  the  Ull  upon  your  table  is  one  of  the 
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deepert  andhigheetintereBttothiBcoontry.  Few 
can  be  more  BO.  Itwi]lK>Teob&ractortoUieooiin- 
tiy.  It  will  moke  our  law.  It  is  &n  act  for  life. 
There  will  bo  no  escape  from  it.  This  day  we 
are  abont  to  eatabliah  the  jadidal  character  of 
the  Government  for  years  to  como,  if  not  for- 
ever. Hany  who  now  hear  me  will  live  lone 
enough  to  see  the  fatal  effects  of  this  bill,  ahonla 
CoQgresB  be  bo  imwiee  as  to  pass  it  into  a  law, 
I  hardly  dare  to  speak  openly  my  apprehensions 
from  the  adoption  of  this  bill — this  acoumnla-  , 
Uon  of  judges  in  the  Supreme  Conrt,  to  provide 
Jodges  for  the  circuits.  I  hope  the  committee 
will  panse,  and  pause  a  long  while,  before  they 
take  a  at^  so  ominons  to  the  nllJmate  deetiny 
of  the  country. 

Permit  me  fo  say,  sir,  that,  in  establishing 
or  extending  a  judicial  system  for  this  country, 
we  ought  to  aim  at  two  things,  uniformity  and 
permanence.  The  system  aboold  be  adapted  to 
the  wants  of  the  country ;  it  should,  if  possible, 
oarry  to  every  part  of  the  Union  an  equal  par- 
ticipation in  the  judicial  power  of  the  constitn- 
tion,  and  be  capable  of  extension,  according  to 
the  growth  and  exigencies  of  thia  enterprismg, 
active,  and  extending  republic.  It  is  a  fatal 
objection  to  any  system,  that  it  is  partial, 
that  it  must  be  exchanged  for  another, 
change  of  system  is  a  change  of  law.  It  is 
change  of  jndg^ee.  It  introduces  endless  and 
ruinous  confosion;  and  that,  too,  where  cer- 
tainty and  harmony  should  prevail.  If  we 
would  have  uniformity  in  the  exposition  of  the 
law,  we  moat  have  a  uniform  and  permanent 
system  in  its  administration.  Let  us  now  look 
ailer  snch  a  system.  It  may  be  found  without 
difficulty.  Bntletnsavoidasaoalamitytbisargn- 
mentation  of  judges  in  the  Supreme  Oonrt,  until 
it  is  broken  down  by  its  weight,  and  stripped 
of  every  thing  which  commends  it  to  the  people. 

There  are,  essentially,  but  two  plans  brought 
before  the  committee  by  the  bill  or  the  amend- 
meuta  proposed ;  one  is,  to  leave  the  Supreme 
Oourt  as  an  appellate  court,  and  create  oirouit 
judges  for  circuit  court  duties ;  and  the  other  ia, 
to  enlace  the  Supreme  Court  aa  f^  aa  it  is 
necessary  to  have  judges  to  ride  the  cironitB ; 
and,  I  suppose,  to  add  occasionally  a  judge  or 
two  to  the  Supreme  Bench,  jost  as  they  may 
be  vranted  on  new  cironils.  I  ask  the  aerious 
attention  of  gentlemen  to  the  principle  of  these 

Slans  or  systems.  Any  plan  can  he  Med  up  in 
otail,  if  we  can  but  settle  upon  it. 
I  shall  not  deny  but  that,  as  far  as  praotdoable, 
we  are  bound  to  give  to  every  part  of  the  coou' 
try  an  equal  participation  in  the  judidal  power 
of  the  oonstitution.  The  friends  of  this  bill  set 
out  with  this  position ;  and  I  shall  not  deny  its 
truth,  though  I  shall  show  that  even  they  do 
not  act  up  to  it ;  nor  can  they  npon  the  system 

S reposed  in  the  bill;  and  herein  is  one  of  its 
efects.  There  ia  a  system,  however,  which 
will  carry  into  effect  this  principle ;  but  it  is 
not  the  system  of  this  bill. 

Every  wise  man  will  concede  to  me,  that 
nothing  should  be  done  which  ia  calculated  to 


snbvert  the  Snpreme  Court.  Nothing  ihoaU  bt 
atten^ted  whtoh  will  s^iously  Jeopaidia  iu 
ezistenoe.  Whatever  feelings  may  have  aasiti, 
or  may  now  exist,  in  any  parts  of  the  Unko, 
in  consequence  of  the  views  entertuned  bj  nr 
judges  of  the  powers  of  the  oonstdtntion,  «rd 
determinations  made  by  them,  nmie  will  du; 
that  the  Judicial  power  is  one  of  the  noblot  nd 
Srmeat  pillars  of  our  national  fobric ;  snd  that 
when  its  supreme  organ  comes  (if  it  ever  ahiD) 
to  want  emciency,  we  shall  then  have  pM 
cause  to  be  solicitous  for  oar  dearest  intei«9i& 
I  do  not  hesitate  to  declare  that  the  jodidd 
power  of  the  oonatitntion  b  the  great  i^nli- 
tor,  the  sheet  anchor,  the  final  nope  of  tMi 
Government,  Who  is  not  admoiusbed  of  tb 
inestimable  importance  of  preserving  to  tbe 
conrt  all  ita  wisdom  and  effioieuoy,  by  the  diqi 
and  diverse  interest«  repreeented  apoa  this  floor 
of  our  national  council,  where  cwflictiog  ue- 
tional  interests  and  cliums  are  petting  to  tba 
severest,  if  not  fatal  test,  the  very  elemeuta  d 
our  conatitutionl 

I  shall  not  stop  hereto  pronounces  enlwnm 
npon  the  distinguished  men  who  now  fiU  tbt 
court.  Uy  buBioesH  is  rather  to  presem  tbi 
court  than  to  praiae  it,  and  to  preserveitiii 
that  character  and  condition  which  itaelf  couti- 
tntes  the  hi^^est  eult^y  npon  the  judges  tio 
preside  in  it. 

The  first  objection  I  have  to  urge  sgiiaat  Ox 
system  propoeed  in  this  bill  is,  that  it  aa* 
even  now  adapted  to  the  country,  snd  mint  ud 
will  be  finally  abandoned.  It  is  not  niiifoRa 
throughout  the  country  now,  and  is  b«cMiiiii| 
less  so  every  year ;  while,  at  no  veiy  remoM 
period,  the  whole  will  be  given  ap  tot  tlie  di- 
cait  system.  It  is  wanting  in  the  two  ptrtxs- 
lars  which  ought  to  be  kept  in  view  inM^Uiih- 
ing  a  judicial  system.  Ifostof  thefii^sofl^ 
bill  admit  that  the  Snpreme  Oonrt,  'itb  i<* 
seven  Judges,  has  come  to  its  perfect  sod  full 
maturity  aa  a  Supreme  Courl^  and  tiist  tt~" 
would  not  accnmnlftte  judges  in  it,  bntthittt 
are  wanted  for  the  duties  of  the  circuits.  Sit,  I 
conjui 

they  are  about  di 
court  that  holds  tl 

its  hands,  that  we  may  have  the  neoeesuy  cir- 
onit  judges.  And  where  will  gentlenieinWT 
They  add  three  now.  It  will  be  earier  tosdJ 
two,  and  then  one  hereafter,  just  acocordingw 
the  extension  and  growth  of  the  coontrj.  ^* 
shall  have  a  town  meetjus  rather  than  •  t>^'^ 
No,  wr,  we  must  stop  where  we  are.  lit" 
Snpreme  Court  is  perfect,  as  it  now  i*, «'  * 
leave  it  to  Mfil  ita  nigh  destduiea,  and  not  tsm- 
per  with  it,  untU  we  rob  it  of  public  oonfidew^ 
and  are  compelled  to  abandon  it  as  tumaltiMU 
and  inefficient  I  will  never  consent  W  » 
measure  of  temporary  relief  whichjeop»rdi» 
tie  structure  of  the  judiciary.  w«  ««  ""' 
called  upon  to  choose  the  true  Bjsteaii  W* 
need  we  delay  one  moment.  . 

I  have  no  belief  that  the  court  <»»,'»"*" 
better  by  inoreaMng  the  number  of  jm?* 


nfate  judges  in  it,  but  that  flu 

le  duties  of  the  circuits.   Sir, 

«  gentlemen  to  stop  and  coonder  >!)*' 
— ■"  "it  doing — crowding  jndgei  into  tw 
Ids  the deetiniesoi  the eoontijia 
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Seven  is  enoDKh.  if  not  too  tnanr.  I  will  not, 
on  this  part  of  tue  entgect,  detain  the  commit- 
tee hf  examining  minatel;  the  reasoDS  of  the 
oonseqaenoea  which  most  inevitably  follow  in- 
comb^ing  the  Supreme  Oonrt.  I  appeal  to  the 
observation  and  ezperience  of  all  who  hear  me, 
for  the  trath  of  what  I  now  sa;.  The  oonrt 
will  become  nuwieldj,  dilatory,  leas  nniform. 
leaa  efficient ;  the  jodgea  will  feel  teas  personal 
reaponsibilitj,  and  they  will  often  be  divided  in 
opinion.  I  beg  gentlemen  to  weigh  these  con- 
siderations, and  give  tbem  their  dne  inflnence. 
Lord   Mansfield,  after  he  had  been  the  chief 

('ostice  of  King's  bench  thirteen  years,  in  pving 
lis  opinion  in  a  case  in  which  one  of  the  lodges 
differed  from  the  other  three,  expressed  bis  re- 
gret tiiat  the  court  were  not  united,  and  said 
that  it  was  the  first  instance  of  a  differenoe 
among  the  judges  since  he  had  been  on  the 
bench.  What  has  been  the  eSbct  of  snch  nna- 
nimitj  in  the  English  conrta !  The  great  oom- 
meroisl  principles  of  that  people  have  been  set- 
tled once,  forever.  Place  nme  or  ten  indges 
upon  the  King's  bench,  and  what  think  yon 
vonld  be  the  unanimity  or  effect  of  Its  deci^ons. 
Is  it  not  a  subject  of  regret,  that  the  appellate 
tribunals  of  the  country  sooflen  present  jarring 
opiniooa  and  discordEint  views,  the  result  of  a 
nnmeroQS  beach?  There  cannot  be  ordinarily 
mature  consultation  where  there  is  a  multitude 
of  iadges.  Where  do  the  friends  of  this  bill 
fina  any  examples  to  sust^  their  views?  I 
stop  not  to  speak  of  the  House  of  Lord&  nor  of 
the  Senate  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Neither 
of  them,  in  point  of  judicial  character,  are 
worthy  of  imitation  or  praise.  They  are  no 
more  competent  to  decide  questions  of  law,  than 
Is  this  Bouse,  in  which  there  b  as  much  judi- 
dal  talent  as  in  either  of  them.  But  I  fear  we 
chonld  make  a  aorry  figure  with  the  abstruse 
and  complicated  principles  which  nndergo  an 
exanunation  in  the  other  part  of  this  aapitoL 
Th«. highest  court  of  law  and  equity  in  England 
con^sta  of  from  one  to  foor  lodges.  There  are 
four  on  the  King's  bench,  four  in  the  common 
pleas,  four  in  exchequer,  one  in  the  court  of 
equity,  and  one  in  the  court  of  admiralty. 
Who  has  not  heard  of  the  wisdom  and  the  fame 
of  her  lord  chaacellora,  whose  Jurisdiction  and 
power  are  immense!  Of  the  enlightened  ad- 
niiiiietrstion  of  her  admiralty  and  other  courts  t 
What  would  be  thought  of  a  proposition  in 
Parliament  to  encumber  those  courts  with  ten 
Judges  ?  And,  sir,  what  do  we  find  in  our  own 
eoontry  to  recommend  this  bill !  Uassaobusetts 
has  but  four  judges,  New  York  three,  Pennsyl- 
vania five ;  and  these  are  amoi^  the  largest  and 
most  commercial  States  in  the  Union,  The 
idea  has  been  gaining  ground  in  this  country 
for  a  few  years  past,  that  our  supreme  judica- 
tories should  consist  of  a  few,  but  able  men. 

Wbditksoat,  Febmary  17. 
3ft*  Somet,  Shop  of  For. 
The  House  then  prooeeded  to  the  ooneiderft- 
VouX— i3 


tion  of  the  following  bill,  which  was  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  this  day : 

"St  it  enacted,  Ae.  That  the  widows,  if  any  miob 
there  be,  and,  in  case  there  be  no  widow,  the  cbUd 
or  children ;  and  if  there  be  no  child,  then  the  par- 
ent or  parents ;  and  If  there  be  no  parent,  then  the 
brothers  and  eiatera  of  the  officers,  seaman,  and  ma- 
rinas who  were  in  the  serrice  of  the  United  Statea, 
and  lOBt  in  the  United  States  sloop  of  war  Hornet, 
shall  be  endcled  to,  and  receivG,  oat  of  any  money 
in  tbe  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  a  sum 
equal  to  six  mODths'  pay  of  their  respecUve  deceased 
relatives,  aforesaid,  in  addition  to  the  pay  due  to  the 
sud  deceased  on  the  finrt  day  of  January,  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  thirty,  up  to  which  dap  ^e 
arrean  of  pay  due  the  deceased  shi^  be  allowed  and 
paid  by  the  accounting  officers  of  the  Kavy  Depart- 
On  motion  of  Ifr.  Dobbbt,  the  bill  was 
amended  so  as  to  conform  to  the  date  of  the 
supposed  loss  of  the  Hornet,  (10th  September.) 
Mr.  Spkioht,  of  North  Oarolina,  was  not  op- 
posed to  the  m^  object  of  the  bill,  as  &r  as 
concerned  the  widows  and  children  of  the  offi- 
cers and  crew  of  tbe  Hornet;  but  he  was  op- 
posed to  going  beyond  that  line,  to  their 
parents  and  brothers  and  sisters.  This,  he 
thought,  was  extending  the  principle  farther 
than  was  Justifiable. 

Ur.  DoBSXY  spoke  in  support  of  the  bill, 
ahowing  it  to  be  sustained  by  precedents  in  like 
oases,  and  especially  in  the  case  of  the  Epervier, 
from  the  act  passed  in  which  case,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  name  of  tbe  vessel,  this  bill  ^baA 
been  literally  copied.  Ur.  B.  expatiated  on 
the  favor  which  the  navy  had  won  for  itself  in 
the  glorious  results  of  the  late  war,  in  which 
it  had  fought  itself  into  the  affections  of  the 
American  people,  under  which  infinence  the 
sort  of  provision  proposed  in  this  bill  had  become 
a  part  of  the  settled  policy  of  the  country.  Of 
the  well-founded  objections  to  the  establishment 
of  a  pension  system  he  was  well  aware.  But 
they  would  not  apply  in  any  manner  to  this 
hill,  which  must  be  considered  rather  in  the 
light  of  an  expression  of  national  sympathy,  and 
of  condolence  with  tbe  bereaved,  than  in  any 
other ;  for  it  could  not  enter  into  the  mind  of 
any  man,  that  the  provision  oontdned  in  thia 
bill  was  to  be  considered  as  any  thing  like  a 
compensation  for  the  afflictjng  bereavement 
sustained  by  the  relatives  of  those  who  had  Uiua 
unfortunately  perished. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Spsiokt  was  then  decided 
in  the  negative ;  and  tbe  committee  rose,  and 
reported  the  bill :  and  it  was  ordered  to  to  en* 
grossed,  and  read  a  third  time  to-morrow. 

The  Jvdieiary. 

The  Hons»  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  Ur.  C^^BBnjcse  in  the 
oh^,  and  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlia 
bill  to  extend  tbe  judiciary  system, 

Ur.  OaawTOBD  sud :  It  will  he  conceded  tha> 
the  eul^eot  is  one  of  extreme  delioaor  and  tUffi- 
culty.    In  all  countries,  it  occupies  the  anzioas 
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thonghtB  of  those  who  are  charged  with  the 

C'  "o  interests.  When,  therefore,  a  plan  has 
happily  laid  in  our  own  land,  which,  in  ita 
BseoDtioa,  oommandB  the  pablio  oonfidenoe,  and 
■o  enanres  obedienoe  to  its  decrees,  will  pm- 
denoe,  will  the  carefbl  watchfulness  that  belongs 
to  OCT  stations,  allow  os  to  leave  the  road  we 
have  fonnd  ao  smooth,  and  fragrant  from  the 
flowers  that  bloomed  upon  its  aides,  and  to  enter 
npon  an  unbeaten  waj  that  may  lead  ns  into 
miry  and  swampy  grounds!  This  tribuna], 
like  every  constituted  authority  of  these  United 
States,  finds  ita  strongest,  ita  endoring  fonnds- 
tioi^in  the  belief  tliat  it  is  eidight«ned  and  of 
the  purest  integrity — it  is  armed  with  power  to 
enforce  iU  mandates,  bot  ita  beat  autnority  ~ 
the  regard  I  have  mentioued ;  and,  if  it  she 
ever  happen  that  a  different  estimate  will  be 
made  of  ita  decisions  Cram  that  which  now  pre- 
Tails,  it  and  our  other  insUtationa  will  soon 
■ink  together. 

Let  OS  not  then  pot  to  hazard  this  rich  fmit 
of  our  noble  form  of  government — it  has  all  the 
racinesB  of  the  soil  on  which  it  grew,  and  all 
the  mellowness  that  the  brightest  and  strongest 
mtellectnal  rays,  steadily  beaming  upon  it, 
could  produce.  The  Supreme  Court  ia  ripe  in 
Its  fame  and  in  ita  nsefnlness— it  will  never  be 
^eater  than  it  is,  I  beseech  the  committee  to 
take  no  step  that  may,  by  posubility,  relax  its 
present  hold  upon  public  esteem,  fonnded  on 
the  best  and  strongest  reasona.  The  Supreme 
Court  is  known  as  it  is  now  constituted — as 
Buch,  it  is  regarded  to  be  wise,  learned,  and 
honeeL  It  ahould  not  be  lightly  changed — it 
ahonld  be  looked  on  as  so  far  permanent,  that 
while  the  individuals  enjoying  ita  honors  come 
and  go,  the  system  renuuns  the  same,  at  least 
ao  long  as  it  may  l>e  found  to  answer  the  end 
designated  at  its  formation — make  it  not,  by  an 
augmentation  of  its  members,  leas  respcmaible, 
or  less  effective. 

I  do  not  like  an  increase  of  the  jadges  for 
many  other  reaaons;  among  the  most  in^Kir- 
tant  of  which  to  the  consideratton  that  it  will 
have  a  tendency  to  destroy  the  confederate 
character  of  the  court  This  was  deemed  a 
most  material  quality  by  those  who  framed  the 
constitution;  for  we  find  that,  by  the  law  of 
1789,  in  enacting  which  many  of  those  who  were 
in  the  constitution-convention  took  a  part,  the 
Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court  were  appointed 
mdifferently  from  every  quarter  of  the  country, 
and  were  strictly  circuit  judges,  that  is,  Itiner- 
ant^ and  holding  oourtaasm^ht  be  arranged  by 
themselves— indeed,  I  think  the  act  contem- 
plated altcraUtm.  The  reaaona  for  my  prefer- 
ence of  this  plan  £  iriU  nbrnit  hereafter;  at 
present  I  wiah  to  contrast  it  with  the  represent- 
atdve  system  —  representative  not,  lays  my 
honorable  collea^e  and  friend,  Qtr.  Buooahar,) 
of  local  partialities,  sectional  feelings,  and  In- 
teresta,  but  of  local  intelligence.  Sir,  the  pcr- 
*poM  ia  &ir ;  bat  if  the  end  be  obt^ed,  it  wUl 
not  be  obtained  singly.  The  book  of  human 
oatnre  tells  us  on  every  page  that  man,  how 


pure  Boever  his  integrity,  however  dur  kA 


we  except  some  rare  being^  whom  su^aniog 
ercellence  (if  it  may  be  said  without  imnr- 
ecce)  brings  into  soma  dight  resemblance  to 
Divinity,  is  imbued  with  Uie  prejudicti  nd 
passions  and  frailties  of  hu  abode.  If  from 
every  part  of  this  wide  empirejon  bring  ajodgi^ 
or  make  it  an  indi^peneable  official  qn^iflcition 
that  he  shall  reside  within  dengnated  limits,  ha 
will  carry  wifi  him  into  court  all  the  pecnlijri- 
ties,  not  only  of  character  and  leamini;,  wbidi 
are  desirable,  but  of  jealousy  and  feehng,  thtt 
naturally  arise  out  of  State  pride  and  State 
doctrine.  Need  I  go  out  of  this  hall  for  the 
truth  of  what  I  assert  t  Every  gentlemum 
this  floor  is,  I  doubt  not,  as  pure  as  any  judge 
— on  many  points  as  learned — perhaps  od  iU 
as  wise — eaon  no  doubt  acts  npon  his  own  coo- 
victious ;  and  yet  is  it  not  easily  perceived  tbit 
we  come  fi-om  different  quarters  I  We  have,  d 
weoiighttohave,repre6cnti^oninitibeetsli^>« 
in  this  House — we  have  it  in  another  aspect  m 
the  co-ordinate  branch  of  the  Le«i3latare~biit 
the  court  of  the  last  resort  should  be  the  court 
of  the  nation;  and,  in  making  these  remaiti,  I 
trust  it  will  not  be  supposed  that  I  am  fw  cob* 
Bolidation — ^  from  it;  but  I  aminfavorcfa 
court  which,  perched  as  the  Supreme  Courtis 
upon  a  lofty  eminence,  shall  be  surninnded  )q 
the  country's  hoijor  and  confidence,  and  lean 
far  below  the  paasiona  and  feelings  which  would 
push  it  from  tnis  elevated  point. 

The  honorable  chairman  of  the  Jadiduy 
Committee  has  referred  to  the  conaideratioD  of 
economy.  It  ia  well  worthy  of  attention.  1 
mean  that  liberal  economy  which  leads,  in  pob- 
lie  aod  private  affairs,  to  the  best  consequenon 
— a  principle  that,  while  it  freely  apprapriiUs 
or  expends  money  where  a  correspondent  bene- 
fit may  be  reaaonably  calculated  on,  steadfiaUj 
refiisea  the  application  of  its  means  to  any  pnr- 
pose  that  does  not  promise  an  adeqiuls  re- 
turn. He  spoke  of  it  as  fuml^ng  a  gooi 
reason  for  preferring  his  bill  to  the  circdl  eoort 
system,  which  some  honorable  gentlemeuidTO- 
oate ;  but,  as  I  do  not  intend  to  recocmiaid 
either  the  one  or  the  other  to  the  adoptkn  (J 
the  committee,  regard  to  proper  oconomy  omiMS 
to  me  in  aid  of  other  conriderations,  fbr  retain- 
ing the  present  Judges  without  addition,  under 
cert^n  modifications  of  their  duties. 

But  the  reason  which,  in  my  Jndginmt,  is  de- 
cisive, la,  that  the  proposed  obiuige  is  not  ne- 
cessary. Eowt  Has  not  a  different  idea  pre- 
vtuled  for  years  past  t  Was  not  a  bill  very  modi, 
if  not  altogether,  like  the  one  under  eautdsv 
tion,  reported  four  sessions  since,  and  deUt<d 
at  length,  and  yet  this  opinion  not  adroeated— 
nor  hea  it  now  been  brought  Into  viewl  TiM 
— and  perhaps  temerity  may  be  thongbt  to 
mark  my  conduct,  while  I  attempt  to  show  dM 
committee  that  the  ground  I  have  taken  it  mm 
npon  which  I  can  stand. 

The  badness  of  Eoglud,  moltilarlons  » it  i( 
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and  variooa  as  it  miut  be,  &om  the  oomplexit; 
of  ber  extended  commercial  ponoitB — from  hw 
m&DDiactiiruig  and  flffrioultoral  tJwiaaotioQa,  ftud 
the  varied  intercoone  of  a  larse  and  very  dense 
popnlatiOD,  is  done,  and  well  done,  b;  fewer 
judges  than  we  have  now ;  if  yon  embrace  jonr 
Supreme  Court  aad  all  me  diatrict  judges,  by 
fewer  than  one-half^  excIoBive  of  onr  State  Ju- 
dicial magistrates — tunoDiiliiig  to  some  hun- 
dreda,  many  of  them  possessing  the  deepest 
learning,  and  fbe  moat  enviable  repnlAtlons  for 
talents  and  probity.  The  fact  is  they  labor 
more ;  an  English  judge  will  go  into  court  in 
the  morning,  and,  instead  of  returning  home  to 
dine,  will,  perb^ie,  in  a  press  of  business,  eat  a 
few  moathfuls  on  the  bench  to  sustain  him. 
Our  State  judges  devote  a  mnoh  larger  share  of 
time  to  jnuicial  dnty,  tlian  is  done  in  the  United 
States  courts.  In  Pennsylvania  not  less  than 
nine,  perh^s  ten,  months  are  employed  annu- 
ally and  ossidoouBl/  in  public  bnsmess,  by  her 
Sopreme  Gomt  jndges.  Great  labor,  greater 
reepoiuibilitie^  and  an  abstraction  ftom  sodal 
plaasnrea  and  domestio  Joys,  are  the  prioe  that 
every  kind  of  distinotion  coets.  Look  at  your 
Chief  Uagistraoy;  it  is  the  highest  ofBce  in  the 
world — deured  by  many — attained  by  few — 
and  rarely  by  tbose  who  demre  it  moat:  al- 
though the  distinguished  individnals  who  have 
filled  it,  the  illnstriona  man  who  now  graces  it, 
and  tlioee  who  shall  hereafter  oooupy  it,  are 
and  will  be  ideatifled  with  our  countiy;  will 
live  in  her  history,  and  be  regarded  as  the  most 
fortnnate  of  men;  yet  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say, 
that  however  fortnnate  it  nuy  have  been,  or 
wiU  bCL  for  the  conntry,  that  some  of  them  have 
reached,  or  may  hereafter  reach,  her  highest 
bonora,  to  themselves  it  bronght  no  h^piuess 
— that  it  never  will  bring  any  in  the  discharge 
of  its  duties;  the  highest  rewards  may  soothe 
their  retirement ;  the  good  opinion  and  ^^i- 
tode  of  their  fellow-citizens,  and  the  conscious- 
neoa  of  having  performed  well  the  highest  du- 
tiea,  which  belong  to  snch  as  deserve  them, 
when  tliey  have  ceased  to  be  pnbllo  functiona- 
ries— but  while  they  direct  or  shape  the  desti- 
nies of  tbe  country,  they  must  look  for  labor 
and  anxiety  without  oeeeation  or  stint.  Shall 
tiie  most  elevated  judicial  stations  be  exempt 
-from  the  common  rule?  Shall  titizeiis  ascend 
tlie  political  ladder,  and  not  be  measured  by  the 
scale  which  regolotas  responsibility  and  toil, 
nod  which  asngns  an  increased  pordon  of  both 
to  increased  cUgoity  and  honor  !  By  no  means. 
IVbat  ia  yonr  plant  Simply  to  model  the  cir- 
onits  so  OS  to  spread  them  over  a  greater  sur- 
fjue,  and  to  require  of  the  jndges  tlie  discharge 
of  extended  duty.  Show  us,  I  think  1  bear 
gentlemen  say,  that  the  required  duties  can  be 
performed,  on  any  reasonable  modification  of 
them,  by  the  present  judges,  and  we  will  yield. 
I  do  tbmk  that  the  present  oirouits,  although 
neatly  enlarged  so  as  to  l>e  co-eitenaive  with 
the  provi^ona  of  the  bill,  may  be  so  modified 
that  seven  jndges  can  uaoharge  the  dnties 
readily  and  with  ease. 


The  confidence  wtuoh  the  notion  feels  in  this 
tribunal,  and  those  who  constitntfl  it,  is  owing, 
in  part,  to  their  discharge  of  drooit  court  duties. 
the  advantages  of  whi(£  I  fully  appredat&  and 
OODCUr  in  many  of  the  views  in  relation  there- 
to, taken  by  my  collcagne,  (Mr.  Buosanui,)  bat 
I  shoold  hope  a  higher  and  better  principle  than 
personal  regard  lay  at  the  bottom  of  the  almost 
reverence  with  which  its  decbions  are  received ; 
that  the  great  element  of  the  permanency  of  onr 
Government,  a  determination  on  the  part  of  tbe 
governed  to  submit  to  the  constituted  authori- 
ties, so  long  as  they  moved  in  their  proper  orbits, 
produced  tne  acqidescence  in  opinions  formed 
m  nprightnea^  and  delivered  with  ability.  I 
conceive  that  tlus  tribunal  was  never  shaken  by 
party  tempests,  nor  moved  by  the  storms 
which,  while  they  agitated,  served  to  purify 
onr  political  atm(wpher&  because  the  oonstita- 
tion  Dad  ordained  that  its  deduons  should  be 
final — because  lengthened  offldal  existence  had 
been  ^ven  to  its  fnootionariea,  and  beoanse  it 
was,  by  the  tea^e,  mode  onohangeable,  unlua 
crime  or  death  interposed. 

It  will  continue  to  ho  respected  and  confided 
in,  when  those  who,  now  exerdsing  the  highest 
judicial  powers  the  world  knows  in  the  most 
dignified  stotiona,  are  nevertheless  themselves 
more  ^gnified,  and  pving  back  to  the  bench  a 
lustre  greater  than  that  which  it  shed  npon 
them,  uiall  be  remembered  among  tliose  who 
hare  been  onr  benefactors. 


TsmnuT,  rebroai;  18. 
ThsSonst. 

An  en{rroBsed  bill,  entiUed  "An  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  widows  and  orphooa  of  the  t^oera, 
seamen,  and  marines  of  the  sloop  of  war  Hor- 
net," was  read  the  third  time ;  and  the  qnefr- 
tion  was  stated,  "  Shall  the  biU  pass)  "  when 

Ifr.  OlubobsXj  of  Virginia,  said  he  conld  not 
vote  for  this  bill  if  the  worda  brothers  and  ei»- 
tars  were  rettuned.  'When  a  man  fell  in  the 
service  of  his  country,  he  had  no  objection  to 
make  a  reasonable  provision  for  his  wife  and 
children,  if  he  had  such ;  but  to  extend  it  fur- 
ther, was  a  dangerous  preoedenL    He  felt  no 


to  the  relations  of  officers  who  have  perished  in 
the  service  of  their  country,  to  brothers  and 
sisters,  where,  and  at  what  point,  shall  we  atop  I 
Have  we  entered  into  an  agreement  to  provide 
for  ail  the  relations  of  our  officers  now  in  ser- 
vice, in  ease  of  their  deaths!  If  such  engage- 
ment has  been  entered  into,  I  hope  it  will  be 
produced.  The  system  of  pensions,  sinecures, 
and  donations,  name  it  as  you  please,  is  a  dan- 
gerous system  J  it  has  been  sustained  in  most 
oonntfies  where  it  is  now  permanently  en- 
tlironed,  by  passionate  ^peals  to  the  liberali^ 
— ^the  generosity  of  the  people.  Those  appeals 
have  olBo  been  too  snoceainil^-they  have  pro- 
duced bitter  frnits. 
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In  the  Old  World  palaces  have  be«n  hoiJt, 
estates  pnrchBsed  for  diatin^iahed  individDals 
— with  money  drawn  by  a  riKoronB  and  cmel 
Bnd  oppressive  taxation,  from  the  poorest  classes 
of  the  commnnit; ;  I  sav  the  poorest  dttsses  of 
the  community,  for  while  many  fatten  npon 
tazatJOD,  there  are  in  all  countries  those  who 
feel  its  burthens  only.  I  do  not  like  the  term 
generosity.  We  have  no  right  to  be  generoaa 
and  charitable  with  the  money  of  oilier  people. 
We  may  give  pensions  to  the  widows  and  chil- 
dren of  those  who  perish  in  the  service  of 
the  country ;  for  we  have  every  reason  to  believe 
that  they  have  thereby  been  deprived  of  the 
means  of  support ;  go  beyond  this  in  your  pen- 
sioning Byatem,  and  yon  are  in  great  danger. 
The  isthmns  which  separate  acts  that  are  gener- 
ous from  those  that  are  venal,  is  very  narrow, 
and  we  mast  be  cantioiis,  or  we  may  pass  it, 
and  be  involved  in  all  the  consequences  that  an 
overgrown  system  of  pensioning  has  brought 
about  in  some  of  the  more  ancient  nations  of 
the  earth.  Onr  system  has  gone  nearly  as  far 
as  that  of  Great  Britain,  except  that  as  yet  we 
have  no  civil  penmons.  Let  in  civil  pensions, 
and  then  you  nave  the  British  plan-~a  system 
that  has  entuled  an  enormoos  debt  on  that  na- 
tion, sntgected  their  people  to  the  horrors  of 
heavy  t^atlon,  and  reduced  a  large  portion  of 
their  population  (if  their  own  writers  are  to  be 
believed)  to  penury.  Such  have  been  the  ef- 
fects of  pensions,  sinecures,  and  donations  in- 
dulged in  by  another  country.  When  yon  have 
equalled  them  in  the  extent  of  yonr  pensioning 
system,  yon  may  witness  here  what  is  witneas- 
ed  there,  for  nature  is  not  the  partisan  of  a  cis 
or  a  transatlantio  world.  My  alarm  is  the 
greater,  because  no  one  pretends  to  know  any 
thing  of  the  condition  of  the  brothers  and  sisters 
of  the  deceased  officers.  Those  who  support 
this  bill  assnme  (I  suppose)  they  are  poor.  I  may 
assnme  that  the  officers,  of  the  armr  and  navy 
are  most  generally  related  to  the  weutbiest  men 
in  the  community.  Let  no  one  snppoee  he 
venerates  the  glory  of  the  navy  more  than  I  do. 
I  esteem  thenaTymosthighJy.  Hy  willingness 
to  provide,  for  a  reasonable  time,  for  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  officers  and  seamen  who 
have  perished  in  the  service  of  the  country.  Is 
proof  of  this  disposition  to  the  cause  of  the 
navy.  The  amount  that  is  depending  on  tliis 
^nestion  b  not  of  ver^  great  consequence.  But 
it  is  a  question  of  pnnciple,  and  that  makes  it 
all-important.  It  is  a  great  and  memorable 
principle,  that  will  fix  hereafter,  if  settled  as  in 
the  bill  contained,  the  eipenditnre  of  miUtocs. 
That  iswhatconstitutesitsimportance.  Ient«r 
against  the  passage  of  this  bill  my  protest.  I 
will  detain  yon  no  longer. 

Mr.  Ttjokbb,  of  Bouui  Carolina,  asked  for  the 
yeas  and  nays  upon  the  question  of  the  itfssage 
of  the  bill ;  and  the  call  being  eustjuned  by  a 
sufficient  number,  they  were  accordingly  or- 

Mr.  Tut  moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
bill  to  the  Committee  on  Kaval  Affairs,  with 
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instmctdons  to  strike  out  that  part  <A  it  gnat- 
ing  the  gratuity  proposed  by  the  bill  to  lbs 
brothers  and  sisters  of  the  eufierns. 

Mr.  DoBflBT  eaid,  the  duty  of  reporting  the 
bill  now  under  disouseion  having  been  assigwd 
me  by  the  Committee  on  Naval  A^ura,  it  wiH 
be  ezpeotAd,  however  reluctant  I  am  ts 
mingle  in  tlie  discnssions  of  this  House,  thit  I 
shall  state  tiie  principles  involved  in  it,  md 
reply  to  the  objections  which  have  been  pre- 
sented to  this  committee  in  oppodtion  to  Ha 
adoption. 

Tlie  committee,  before  they  reported  the  bill, 
deemed  it  their  duty  to  search  into  the  jiractiM 
of  the  Government,  in  making  provisoaa  for 
the  crews  of  national  vessels  lost  at  sea.  It  h« 
pleased  Divine  Providence  that  the  nombw  rf 
those  should  iw  but  few.  The  first  thtt  oc- 
curred was  that  of  the  fr^ate  Insargout,  cap- 
tnred  from  the  republic  of  Irance  by  the  ginint 
Tmxton ;  the  second,  that  of  the  brigaatiM 
Pokering — they  both  foimdered  at  sea,  in  t!it 
same  destroying  gale.  In  April,  1802,  Congm) 
voted  four  months'  additional  pay  to  be  psid  lo 
the  widows  of  the  officers,  seamen,  and  mariuei 
who  perished  on  board  of  those  veesels,  tuA  if 
no  widow,  then  the  gratuity  to  be  distribuled 
among  the  children.  The  next  like  visKatiaa 
of  Providence  fell  on  the  sloop  of  war  ¥1% 
commanded  by  the  lamented  Blakely.  Cod- 
grass  were  called  to  legislate  on  the  su^cct,  sod 
a  more  expanded  principle  of  distribution  wu 
then  adopted.  By  theactof  Aptil,lB16,twetTa 
months'  pay  was  ordered  to  be  distributed,  me- 
third  to  the  widow,  and  two-thirds  to  Hn  diil- 
dren;  if  no  child,  then  all  to  the  widow;  if  no 
widow  nor  child,  then  to  the  parent ;  if  no  psT' 
ent,  then  to  the  brothers  or  rasters  of  the  off- 
oers,  seamen,  and  marines.  The  Eperrier  and 
her  crew,  commanded  by  the  gallant  Shubiidc, 
soon  thereaiter  met  the  same  nntunely  ttU ;  and 
OoD^res^  ot  the  next  session,  provided  for  lb* 
distnbution  of  mx  months'  extra  pay — fint  to 
the  widow;  if  no  vridow,  to  the  child;  ifno 
child,  to  the  parents ;  if  no  parent,  then  lo  tb« 
brothers  and  sisters. 

Thus  Oongress  adhered  to  the  diSbnve  prin- 
ciple contained  in  the  bill  now  before  thi»  com- 
mittee, while  the  mother  was  preferred  to  lh« 
child,  and  had  all  the  gratuity  of  the  Gotws- 
ment  given  to  her,  the  restricted  principlt^ 
adopted  in  the  case  of  the  Insurgent  and  Pok- 
ering, confining  the  donative  to  the  widow  lod 
the  cnildren,  was  rejected.  The  Committee  oo 
Navel  Affiurs  deemed  it  inexpedient  to  diftnib 
the  question,  and  felt  disposed  to  admtt  tb4 
matured  and  settled  policy  of  the  national  kgif 
lation,  in  connection  with  this  snl^ect;  tbty 
therefore  have  reported  this  bill— a  oc^J  " 
that  adopted  in  the  case  of  the  Eperrier.  _i 
motion  is  now  made  to  strike  out  the  coutiD- 
gent  provision  for  the  brothers  and  oAm.  oo 
Qie  ground  that  it  Is  extending  the  bounir  of 
the  Govemment  to  collateral  relatious,  and  tlui 
it  ought  not  to  be  the  policy  of  this  Gothu- 
ment  to  extend  the  pnnoipie  of  the  penwa 
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tjBtMD,  allied  to  be  daiigeroiiB  and  cormpt' 
log. 

Although,  if  it  wen  a  new  qnestioii,  for  the 
fitst  time  niggeEted  fbr  oar  action,  mnuk  might 
he  said  on  both  udea,  I  now  deun  it  mmeoes- 
MTf  to  enter  into  the  minute  oonaiderationa 
which  maj  have  inflaenoed  onr  predeceesora  to 
depart  firom  the  preoedents  of  1804,  and  reoog- 
nlie  the  enlarged  p<dicj  on  which  the  acts  of 
1S16  and  1817  are  predicated.  This  difference 
of  lepslalJOD  mttr  be  traced,  in  part,  to  the 
more  enlarged  Tiews  of  the  nation  as  connected 
with  onr  navj-. 

In  the  infancj  of  onr  GoTemment,  tliia  aim 
at  oar  nadonal  defence  was  looked  on  with  a 
most  distroBtfal  and  jealona  eje  by  a  large  por- 
tioa  of  the  politLciana  of  thia  coimtrj;  great 
exertions  were  made  to  cripple  its  progressj  and 
^propriationa  for  its  increase  were  renslod 
with  great  pertisacitr.  It  was  deemed  bj  some 
to  l>e  oalj  advocated  as  a  means  of  eolar^g 
the  Ezecntive  patronage,  bj  others  as  improyi- 
dent,  becanse,  in  the  infaacj  of  onr  Qovem- 
ment,  and  in  Ute  weaknees  of  onr  resources,  we 
were  incompetent  to  contend  with  the  naval 
powers  of  Enrope,  and  that  every  ship  that 
we  sent  to  sea  was  inevitably  doomed  to  swell 
the  number  of  onr  enemies'  ships.  Daring  the 
trimnph  of  these  doctrines,  an  appropriation 
was  asked  for  the  relatives  of  those  who 
perished  in  the  Insurgent  and  lackering.  Its 
restricted  appropriation,  as  to  amonat  and  ob- 
jects, displays  the  then  apathetic  indifference  to 
the  cansa  of  the  navy.  Bat  another  state  of 
national  fbellng  controlled  the  legislation  of 
1816  and  18IT.  The  navy  then  had  not  only 
conquered  its  foreign  foes,  bat  had  achieved  a 
victory  over  its  domestic  enemies.  Every  citd- 
Ben  participated  in  the  glory  of  onr  navy  bat- 
tles; every  manifestation  of  national  respect 
evinoed  the  national  gratitade  to  those  who 
gained  fbr  themsdves  snoh  imperishable  glory, 
and  added  to  the  renown  of  oar  yonthfnl  nation, 
by  splendid  ezhibidons  of  conanmmate  naval 
■kill,  daring  intrepidity,  and  distingnished  ba- 

The  evidence  of  a  high  national  feeling  and 
enthusiasm  was  not  oonflned  to  the  living  only, 
or  those  who  perished  in  the  blaze  and  glory  of 
battle.  A  provident  policy,  and  gratefol  re- 
spect for  the  memory  of  oar  naval  benefaotora, 
gave  rise  to  a  more  expanded  system  of  nation- 
al remembrance  of  those  who  fonnd  a  watery 
grave,  &r  &om  home,  while  offering  the  pro- 
tection of  onr  national  flag  to  onr  wide-spread 


Bball  we  now  abandon  this  policy,  and  thus 
admit  that  the  course  of  onr  predecesson  was 
nnwise  and  dwigeroos,  as  t«nduig  to  the  expan- 
sion of  oar  pension  system)  for  snrely  there  is 
nothing  in  uie  history  of  this  gallant  ship,  and 
of  her  noble  crew,  that  can  josufy  the  nation  in 
withholding  the  like  entiession  of  national  re- 
gret for  their  loss,  and  the  same  sympathy  with 
Ute  relatives  of  those  who  perished  with  this 
■hip,  as  were  ej^ressed  in  tiie  oasea  of  other 


ill-fated  vessels.  Are  we  willing  to  add  to  th^ 
orphanage  and  bereavements  another  pang,  Ig* 
the  invidioas  comparison  of  relative  merits 
whioh  will  result  from  the  adoption  of  this 
amendment  f  Are  we  willing  so  to  legislate  as 
to  induce  a  belief  that  the  Hornet  and  ber  crew 
have  not  the  same  claims  on  onr  oonntry  as  the 
Wasp  and  Epervier,  and  their  crew  had? 

The  name  of  the  Hornet  will  be  as  imperish- 
able as  the  history  of  the  last  war.  In  her  en- 
gagement (when  nnder  the  command  of  the 
lamented  Lawrence,  who  died  too  soon  for  the 
oaoee  of  bis  country,  but  not  too  soon  for  his 
own  fame)  with  the  Peacock,  there  was  exhib- 
ited the  most  brilliant  specimen  of  naval  gun- 
nery ever  exhibited.  In  fifteen  minutes  the 
Peacock  was  so  riddled  that  she  sunk  before 
her  whole  crew  conld  be  removed,  and  carried 
dovm  with  her  three  of  the  Hornet's  men,  en- 
d  in  the  humane  attempt  to  save  the  lives 
of  the  drowning  enemy.  An  engagement  which 
has  coerced  from  the  veriest  foreign  revilers  of 
our  naval  skill  the  highest  pruse,  and  oom- 
polled  them,  on  the  floor  of  the  British  Parlia- 
ment, to  admit  that  the  naval  gunnery  on  board 
of  the  Hornet  could  not  have  I>een  surpassed 
by  the  most  eool  and  deliberate  tai^t  flnng. 

However  brilliant  this  achievement  may 
have  been,  the  distingnished  humanity  of  the 
victors  also  added  great  instre  to  our  national 
character;  for  they  so  conducted  themselves, 
that  the  grateful  captives  proclaimed  to  the 
world  "  that  the  courtesiea  and  attention  re- 
ceived from  their  hands  caused  them  to  foi^et 
that  they  were  prisoners  of  war."  The  war  on 
the  ocean  was  terminated  by  a  brilliant  victory 
achieved  by  the  Hornet,  too,  when  commanded 
by  the  gallant  Biddle,  over  the  Pengain.  Sure- 
ly there  is  nothing,  then,  in  the  character  of 
Uiia  ship  that  should  make  us  nnwiUiiig  to  no- 
tice her  loss  in  the  same  manner  that  the  loss 
of  national  ships  has  been  noticed.  Is  there 
any  thing  in  the  history  of  her  galloat  ofBoer, 
OUio  H.  Norris,  and  his  crew,  uiat  justifies  a 
departure  from  the  practice  of  Oie  OovemmentI 
No,  sir;  his  life  was  devotod  to  his  conntry, 
and  marked  by  an  untiring  seal,  great  nautical 
science,  consummate  peraonal  bravery,  and 
elevated  patriotism.  He  was  a  native  of  Mary- 
landj  a  son  of  a  distingnished  revolutionary 

Sistnot.  At  an  early  age,  be  displayed  a  great 
andness  for  a  seafaring  life.  His  parent  yield- 
ed his  assent,  and  ^ve  him  an  education  to  fit 
him  for  such  pursuits.  He  entered  him  in  the 
merchant  service,  to  instruct  him  in  practical 
navigation.    In  1S09  he  solicited  and  procnrod 


was  but  fifteen  years  of  age,  yet,  soon,  there- 
after, so  distingnished  was  he  for  his  superior 
■eamonship  and  exemplary  conduct,  that  fae 
was  placed  in  the  contmand  of  a  gon  boat  at  New 
Orleans.  From  that  time,  he  was  constantly 
in  service,  and  swled  from  Charleston  in  the 
Oarolina,  as  her  second  officer,  under  Oapt^ 
He&dley,  to  co-operate  in  the  defence  of  Kew 
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Orleans  agunst  tiie  then  antidpated  inTBrion 
hj  the  enemy.  In  all  the  IfttHn*,  fittigae,  and 
daogeTB  of  that  int«TaBtmg  crisis,  he  was  en- 
gaged. In  the  battle  of  the  SSd  December, 
when  the  ezeontioD  of  the  gnus  of  the>Oaroliiia 
oontribnted  so  eS8«QtJallj  to  disoomfit  the  foe, 
he  was  among  the  most  ardent  and  brare. 
When  {&e  waa  burnt  bj  the  hot  balls  of  the 
enentj,  he  tendered  his  servicee  to  the  com- 
manding general  to  serve  on  shore,  and,  in  the 
ereT-memorable  battle  of  the  8th  of  Jsnnarj, 
ha  coRunanded  battery  So.  S,  a  twentj-four 

Gander,  and  contribnted,  hj  his  skill  and  gal- 
itrr,  to  tliat  glorious  -notorf  whioh  on  that 
daj  crowned  the  American  arms,  and  Hie  anni- 
venaxj  of  wfaioh  is  celebrated  hy  a  grateful 
and  admiring  people  <of  its  anthers,  with  eTer? 
dem<mBtrati(m  of  national  Joy  and  gratitnde. 
For  hia  exertions  on  that  day,  he  reo^ved  the 
thanks  rf  Us  general  (now  the  Preddent  of  the 
United  St«t«e>  in  &a  following  warm  and 
cheering  words :  "  lietttenant  Norrts,  who 
commanded  a  twenty-fioiir  poonder,  displ^ed, 
dnring  the  aeveral  engagementa,  the  ntmoat 
skill  KoA  ooorage,  and  merits  the  thanks  of  the 
oonntry." 

He  (Oaptain  Korris)  was  never  inactive ;  he 
was  umost  oontinnaUj  in  serrioe.  He  was 
among  those  who  enooontered  In  reesels,  (af- 
fording none  bnt  very  sllgfat  oomfbrts,)  nnder 
the  command  of  Oommodore  Porter,  the  di»- 
eaaes  of  the  West  Indies,  while  attempting  to 
free  the  sea  from  the  plnnderings  and  mana- 
crea  of  savage  pirates.  It  was  romored  last 
Angnst  in  Fensaoola,  that  Ur.  Poinsett,  onr 
Minister  to  Uezioo,  had  been  asaaasinated. 
Oaptun  Ridgely  ordered  Oaptain  Norria  to  re- 
pur  to  the  coast  of  Mexico,  and  ^ve  snch  se- 
onritj'  and  protection  to  onr  citizens  as  snoh  a 
lawless  and  nnexpeotod  event  might  reqiiire. 
He  arrived  at  Tampico  the  latter  part  of  Aq- 
goat,  at  a  period  when  the  American  interest 
required  the  oonntenance  and  protection  of  a 
national  ship.  It  was  at  a  moment  when  Bar- 
radas,  a  Bpanlsh  Oeneral,  had  made  a  descent 

2 ion  Tampico,  with  a  view  to  snbjasste  the 
eriean  provioee  to  the  crown  of  Sp^. 
Feding  power,  and  forgetting  what  was  dne  to 
the  Amotoan  efaaraoter,  this  general  demanded 
from  an  American  oitisen  mouef ,  and  extorted 
it  bj  force  and  personal  violence.  The  Ameri- 
can ooDsnl  interposed,  and  asked  restitntion  and 
indramitv.  It  was  not  listened  to.  At  tliis 
period  Ctapt^  Norris  arrived  at  Tampico. 
The  complaints  of  the  American  oitiien  reached 
his  ear.  Faithfdl  to  himself;  and  indignant  at 
the  insult  offered  to  his  countryman,  he  de- 
manded restitution  of  the  property  fc»vibly 
taken,  and  an  ample  atonement  for  the  per- 
sonti  insult.  His  demuid  was  gratified. 
While  thus  r«naining  at  Tampioo  to  afford 
farther  protection,  it  pleased  high  Heaven  to 
Tisit  that  ooast  with  the  awfnl  and  terrific  storm 
of  the  loth  September,  and  to  involve  in  one 
oommon  grave  tliis  gulant  ship  and  her  noble 
orew.    Is  there  any  thing  in  saon  a  life,  in  suoh 


bnKt  [^Bnim,lBSO. 

a  servioe,  and  in  soch  a  death,  as  will  jinttfy 
this  House  in  withholding  the  ordinary  and  eat- 
tomary  reward,  the  indication  of  nalionsl  re- 
spect and  of  national  eympafliy  t 

The  prindple  of  the  bill  has  none  of  the  ob- 
jections offend  to  apenrion  rrsteoL  Assrm- 
oedent,  it  is  not  dangerous.    The  oanses  which 

ea  rise  to  lef^daam  on  this  aolgect,  haw 
n  bnt  rare ;  they  have  epnmg  fhim  tb«  ele- 
ments, ttota  storms  and  tempests,  from  the  vis- 
itation of  Qod.  Since  the  exiat«ioe  of  the  Oor- 
emment,  we  have  had  to  monm  only  few  sneb 
losses.  Let  ns,  therefore,  banish  all  lean,  that 
the  preoedent  agmn  to  be  sanolioned  t^  tiiia 
bill  will  or  can  act  oppreerively  upon  onr  na- 
tional resonrcee.  It  is  not  a  pension ;  there  i» 
no  annual  drain  on  the  Treasury ;  it  creates  no 
privileged  class  in  aoeiety,  drawing  their  enp- 
port  from  the  revenue  of  the  oonnby,  and  thna 
prodndng  a  wretched  qiirit  of  dependence,  dis- 
graoefrd  to  the  character  of  fi-e«men,  and  en- 


regret  for  Uiose  who  have  deserved  well  ot 
their  oonntry,  and  perished  in  onr  serviee, 
whilst  affor^ng,  by  onr  flag,  aecnrity  to  onr 
citixens  and  onr  oMnmeroe.  It  is  an  expres- 
rion  of  sympathy  with  the  relatives  of  Uicsb 
who  have  thus  perished :  it  is  a  slight  offiaing, 
a  slight  one,  indeed,  to  ibe  relatives  of  fiuthlbl 
servants,  to  prevent  the  immediate  and  sodden 
distress  incidental  to  tboee  who  have  dmcoded 
on  them  for  the  necessaries  of  life,  untu  some 
new  porsnits  can  be  entered  into. 

These,  and  these  only,  are  the  prinripka  in- 
volved in  this  Ull ;  and  I  trost  that  do  depar- 
ture from  it  shall  maidfM  Uiat  the  naticm  has 
not  now  the  same  remembrance  of  the  navy, 
and  does  not  cherish  fbr  it  the  same  providoit 
regard,  as  distinguished  the  OMigress  of  1810 
and  1817. 

Mr.  SioxBS  s^d,  that  aa  tha  oppoeitioa  to 
the  biU  appeared  to  be  chieflv  directed  ^ainrt 
that  part  of  it  which  provided  in  some  eases  for 
the  payment  allowed  to  the  brothera  and  sisters 
of  tne  officers  and  seamen,  he  hoped  it  wooU 
not  be  recommitted  for  the  pnrpoee  of  striking 
out  that  provision.  The  bdl  ftdlows,  in  tlist 
respect,  outers  of  a~ like,  character,  fnuued  m 
other  similar  occasions,  and  tin  prindpls 
seemed  to  him  to  be  as  ftir  and  Just  as  any  part 
of  it.  I  think  ^wd  Mr.  B.)  that  the  gcntieotsii 
from  Yir^^nia  (Mr.  Ci.AiBOKm)  is  givady  mis- 
taken in  supposing  tlist  the  officers  of  the  nsvj, 
or  their  relations,  are  among  the  wealthiest 
part  of  the  community.  I  believe  that  it 
would  tw  found,  in  moat  case^  quite  the  re- 
verse, if  it  eoiUd  be  acourateiy  asotttvoed. 
Oertsmly  it  may  be  very  safely  said,  that  tb# 
officers  themselves  are  generally  very  far  bum 
rich,  if  they  are  even  independent  I  hu  s^ 
quainted  personaUy  with  very  many  et  thea, 
whose  parents  and  sisten  have  been  in  a  grtft 
degree  dependent  on  them  for  the  eotolatU  <i 
life.  Now,  the  bill  provides  that,  in  distribs- 
tiag  the  small  gratmty  popoeed  by  it  to  b* 
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oSnetA  to  them  u  a  ptiblio  testimonial  of  oar 
•ease  of  their  merit  and  pnblio  s^rioes,  if  it 
sbonld  ao  happen  that  the  deceased  has  left  no 
parent,  widoir,  or  cliild,  it  Bhall  be  pud  to  hie 
sorviving  brothera  and  Blat«r8.  There  were 
man]'  of  the  ship's  oompanj  of  the  Hornet  who 
eODtriboted  to  tlie  support  of  their  ristera  as 
well  as  Hitar  parents ;  and  if  it  shonld  happen 
that,  in  an;  cose,  the  mother  had  deceased,  it 
woold  be  an  nnkind,  not  to  say  a  harsh  re- 
•triction  in  the  bill  which  should  deprive  her 
danghtor  of  the  brifling  oontribntion  to  her 
oomfbrt.  The  sister  stands  in  aboat  the  same 
near  relation  to  the  par^  as  the  mother ;  and 
admitting  her  or  her  brothers  to  share  in  the 
distribnlion,  the  bill  proceeds  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple whioh  allows  the  mother  to  portioipHte  in 
it.  In  both  oases,  we  asanme  wW  we  luiow 
frequently  eiiBts,  that  the  officer  or  s^or  oon- 
tribntea  fi«m  his  paj  to  the  support  of  his  sls- 
tara  or  yoooger  brothers,  as  well  as  his  oarents, 
and  there  is  no  reason  for  making  any  aisorim- 
inalion  between  them.  It  maj,  indeed,  hap- 
pen, that,  in  some  few  instances,  the  relations 
mar  be  in  oircnmstanoes  caUing  for  nothing 
like  relief  or  even  bonorar;  gratnity  irom  the 
Govemment.  This  ma;  be  the  case  aa  to  some 
of  the  officers.  Bat  as  to  the  seamen,  it  is  not 
probaUe  that  there  is  any  such  case ;  and  if  we 
were  to  denj  the  gratoitj  altogether,  because 
there  ma;  poasibl;  be  some  case  not  calliog  for 
it  from  OS,  we  maj  do  a  ver;  unkind  act  to 
man;  who  are  jnatly  entitled  to  our  favorable 
notice.  The  allowaiice  is  at  most,  in  all  cases, 
Yorjr  email ;  and  will  hardl;  l>e  an  equivalent 
for  the  individual  property  wtiioh  man;  of  the 
tiSoem-and  seamen  ma;  have  had  on  board  the 
ship.  The  brothers  and  sisters  would  have 
shued  in  that,  if  their  relative  had  died  on  the 
cmjae,  in  the  same  case  in  whioh  the;  will 
dure  nnder  the  present  hilL  He  hoped,  there- 
fore, that  the  bul  would  not  be  recommitted, 
or  uiuged  in  its  provi^ons  in  an;  tegpetA. 

Hr.  A.  H.  SnippaBD  advocated  the  bill  as  it 
waa  reported  b;  the  Ckimmittoe  on  Naval  Af- 
fairs. He  thought  that  the  provision  which  it 
contained,  grantmg  the  benefit  of  the  donation 
to  1^  mothers  and  usters  of  those  who  had  per- 
Uted  in  the  peifornianee  of  the  dnt;  which 
the;  owed  and  liad  paid  to  their  conntr;,  ought 
to  meet  with  the  sanction  of  the  House,  as  it 
would  most  assoredl;  reouve  the  approbatioa  of 
the  conntrr.  B;  that  section  of  the  Union  to 
whioh  he  belonged,  he  felt  himself  authorized 
to  sa;  that  it  would  be  oordiall;  approved.  In 
iUnatralJoa  ot  this,  he  instanced  the  case  of  one 
of  the  nnfbrtunate  gentlemui  who  met  with  an 
nntimel;  fate  in  the  disastrous  event  which  de- 
prived the  nation  of  the  eervices  of  »o  man; 
oallant  and  meritorious  dttizeus.  The  person 
he  alluded  to  was  the  son  of  the  late  Ool.  For- 
B^tb,  or  North  Carolina,  who  fell  upon  the  field 
<«  glory  in  the  defence  of  Ms  country.  The 
■on  went  to  reside  in  the  State  of  Tennessee ; 
but  the  Legialatore  of  Korth  Carolina,  with  a 
geiucoatt;  whioh  redonnded  to  its  credit,  and 
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whioh  he,  as  a  citixen  of  that  State,  felt  pride  in 
reverting  to,  provided  for  him.  The  ;onth  was 
eager  to  snstun  his  father's  well-eanied  fame, 
b;  devoting  himself  to  the  serrice  of  his  conn- 
tr ;  and  he  songht  glor;,  not  in  the  field, 
where  that  father's  renown  was  acquired,  bnt 
npon  the  ocean,  in  the  depth  of  whioh  himself 
and  his  aaaooiates  were  now  bnried.  For  him- 
self (said  Mr.  8.)  ho  entirel;  conourred  in  the 
OTiiuion  expressed  b;  the  gentleman  from  New 
York  (Mr.  Stobbs)  as  to  the  propriet;  and  jus- 
tice of  retaining  that  featore  of  the  bill ;  and 
also  as  to  the  fact  of  man;  of  onr  most  deserv- 
ing officers  being  the  diildren  of  poor  and  in- 
digent parents — a  oircumBtanoe  honorable  to 
themselves,  and  gr&tjf jing  to  their  fniniliaa^  goj 
to  all  who  can  feel  pleasure  in  witaesring  the 
exaltation  of  merit.  In  relation  to  the  indi- 
vidoal  whose  name  he  had  mentioned,  he  could 
not  bring  his  mind  to  consent  that  the  brothers 
and  Histars  of  that  ;oung  gentleman,  the  ohlldren 
of  his  amiable  and  respected  mother,  the  children 
of  his  venenUed  father,  should  be  deprived  of 
the  advantages  whioh  that  clause  of  the  bill 
might  poasibl;  afford  to  them.  For  his  own 
part,  he  could  not  oonBeot  to  leave  imremem- 
Der«l  and  onhonored  the  memor;  of  one  whose 
name  was  oonoeoted,  not  onl;  with  his  own 
State,  but  also  with  the  Kloriea  of  his  oountr;. 
Mr.  SmoHT  romarkad  that  he  had  said  ;es- 
terda;,  and  repeated  again  to-da;,  that  he  was 
opposed  to  the  whole  bill,  and  waa  mipoeed  to 
it  m  principle.  He  beUeved  he  had  as  muoh 
B;mpatb;  for  those  who  had  been  bereaved  of 
their  relatives  h;  this  grant  calamit;  of  the  loss 
of  the  Hornet,  as  an;  member  on  that  floor ; 
and  when  called  in  his  individnal  oapsoit;  to 
administer  to  their  wonts  from  funds  under  his 
own  personal  control,  he  believed  he  would  be 
as  prompt  to  manifest  it.  But,  he  could  not 
answer  to  his  constituents,  nor  to  his  own  con- 
science, the  propriet;  of  thus  appropriating  the 
public  funds.  As  to  the  argnmant  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  Mar;land,  (Mr.  Bobbrt,)  who  ad- 
vocated the  bill  on  the  score  of  gratitude  to  the 
gallant  crew  of  the  Hornet,  or  the  glorious 
aohievementa  of  that  vessel,  he  would  ask  that 
gentleman  if  this  prindple  obtuned,  where  hia 
penmon  law  woold  ati^I  It  was  perfectly 
analogous  to  the  whole  B;8tem  of  the  pension 
law,  which  he  had  opnMed  on  former  oooa- 
riona,  and  which  he  could  not  oonsent  to  have 
crammed  down  his  throat ;  and  he  hoped  hia 
opposition  to  it  wonld  not  be  emblazoned  be- 
fore him  aa  a  political  sin.  Be  oontended  that 
Congress  had  no  power  thus  to  legislate  awaj 
the  public  Treasur;,  and  that,  too,  to  individ- 
uals who  had  actually  performed  no  eervicee  to 
the  country.  Should  he  vote  for  this  bill  his 
constituents  would  have  a  right  to  demand  of 
him  on  what  principle  he  did  so.  If  the;  ask 
me  (esid  Mr.  8.)  whether  I  inquired  into  the 
pecuniar;  circumstances  of  those  individnsls  to 
whom  I  voted  this  mono;,  m;  answer  must  be 
"  no ;  it  was  on  the  broad  prindple  of  national 
gratitude."    And  will  tlda  be  a  eatiahotory  na- 
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swer)  Sir,  I  wonder  the  gentleman  did  not 
carrj  their  gratitade  to  its  fiiUest  extent ;  aad 
in  the  next  thirtj  generations  of  the  relatives 
of  the  deceased,  in  their  boontiliil  provisions. 
The  gentleman  asks  if  this  House  is  prepared  to 
rq'ect  this  provlMon  of  the  bill.  I  trust  in 
God,  air,  it  is  prepared  for  it  The  oppreanve 
system  of  taxation  for  the  increase  of  the  rev- 
eiine,  mnst  and  will  be  pnt  down  by  those  who 
feel  its  burden. 

In  oondnsion,  (sud  Mr.  S.,)  be  ootdd  not  vote 
for  the  bill.    It  seemed  that  when  gentlemen 


pnt  their  shoulders  to  the  wheel  on  tne  snbiect 
of  pensions,  they  were  disposed,  to  use  a  vulgar 
phrase,  to  "go  the  whole  bog,"  and  allow 


(xmnda  to  restrain  tliem.  Hr.  S.  also  alluded 
to  the  case  referred  to  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Oarolina,  (Mr.  A.  H.  Shxpfbbd,)  of  young 
Forsyth,  who  was  educated  at  the  expense  of 
his  own  State,  withont  ^pealing  to  the  Na- 
tional Legislature  for  assistaoce. 

Mr.  Test  said  he  felt  it  dne  to  hunself  to 
state,  after  what  had  been  observed,  the  rea- 
sons why  he  moved  the  recommitment  of  the 
bm.  The  policy  of  it,  (said  Mr.  T.,)  tie  gromids 
of  it  are  qneetiDnable,  What  (he  asked)  was 
the  object  of  making  snob  ^propriations  to 
thorn  engi^ed  in  oar  land  or  naval  service  ? 
like  object  is,  that  when  they  are  about  to 
enter  npon  scenes  of  danger,  they  may  not  be 
appalled  by  the  helplessness  of  their  families, 
should  any  thing  occur  to  them  by  which  they 
might  be  deprived  of  their  protection  and  anp- 
port  to  encoorage  them  to  meet  the  perils  of 
their  station  bravely,  by  holdina  out  the  cer- 
tainty of  fhture  support  to  their  bereaved  &m- 
ilies.  This  is  the  true  ground  on  which  the 
pension  list  is  bottomed.  Does  this  case  come 
fairly  within  the  range  of  the  principle  stated  1 
It  is  cert^niy  very  doubtful  if  it  do.  All  who 
belonged  to  the  Hornet  were  there  by  their 
own  free  will,  and  there  were  many  who  en- 
vied them  the  situations  they  held.  Was  it  a 
war  tiiey  were  engaged  in  when  they  perished  ? 
No.  Did  they  enconnter  any  danger?  No. 
There  would  be  much  stronger  ground  for  the 
proposition,  had  this  lamentable  occurrence  hap- 
pened in  time  of  war.  But  the  bill,  as  it 
now  stands,  is  wrong  in  principle.  And  I  ask 
with  the  gentleman  from  Korth  Oarotina  (Mr. 
Spziqht)  if  this  principle  b  adopted,  where  is 
it  to  stop?  It  must  go  in  irifiniHim.  They 
did  not  enconnter  any  extraordinary  danger. 
Their  loea  was  an  act  of  Heaven — of  the  hand 
of  God.  There  is  nothing  extraordinary  con- 
nected with  it^  calculated  to  excite  our  sympa- 
thies, except  the  deplorable  destmotdon  of  bo- 
maa  life  which  mi^t  not  have  happened  to 
any  other  vessel  either  public  or  private,  and 
it  is  evident  that  the  places  occupied  by  them 
might  well  have  been  desired  by  thousands. 
But  how  does  the  principle  of  the  pension  sys- 
tem apply  to  brothers  and  sisters!  They  are 
whoUy  unconnected  with  the  service  or  its  dan- 
gers. I^  as  the  gentleman  from  New  Tork 
(Mr.  Stosbb)  says,  the  brothers  or  sisters  of  any 


of  theseofBocnormen  are  poor,  and  their  pm'- 
erty  is  the  consequence  of  this  misfortiuie,  1  dull 
vote  for  them;  bnt  the  sisters  of  some  of  tiifm, 
for  ADght  we  know,  may  have  husbands  worth 
thousands  of  dollars. 

Mi,  T.  denied  that  this  principle  had  alvsji 
been  observed  by  this  House ;  and,  in  aarob- 
oration  of  what  he  said,  he  instanced  tht  tm 
of  the  mother  of  Commodore  Peny,  yrbm 
claims  for  a  pension  were  bron^t  hef<»e  Con- 
gress, under  circumstances  calonlated  to  ircmw 
all  our  sympathies.  Bhe  was  admitted  to  be 
poor  at  the  time,  and  that  she  derived  her  salt 
support  from  her  son;  yet  her  claim tu re- 
jected. The  principle  now  sought  to  be  estab- 
lished would  soon  become  general,  and  a  du- 
gerons  precedent  (he  said)  it  wocld  be.  H» 
aid  not  view  this  case  in  the  light  in  wbicb 
pensions  are  ordinarily  given,  for  he  &i  not 
think  it  would  hold  out  any  encouragnneDtfar 
perBOns  to  enter  into  the  land  or  naval  serviod 
It  was  a  hard  duty  he  had  to  perform  in  Hav- 
ing the  recommitment  of  the  bill ;  and  if  be 
were  to  be  governed  by  the  dictates  of  hie  feel- 
ings, he  coold  not  have  done  it ;  bnt  his  judg- 
ment pointed  out  to  him  what  was  his  dotj, 
and  he  was  forced  to  purane  its  dictateL 

Mr.  T.  concluded,  by  stating  that  ha  did  not 
wish  to  vot«  agunat  the  bill,  notyithatsndiiig 
the  questionable  character  in  which  it  codu 
before  the  House ;  bnt,  aa  it  standi  iti  elsime 
are  addreeeed  much  more  to  onr  sympsthiM 
than  our  jnsdce. 

Mr.  EoFTiuir  expressed  his  r^ret  that  a  di>- 
ouBsion  on  this  subject  ahonld  have  takm  pliM, 
and  proceeded  to  explain  and  defend  the  QDjede 
and  the  principle  of  the  biU.  He  said  the  ninl 
service  was  promoted  by  grants  of  thia  kind, 
and  he  hoped  that  the  Honae  would  notdepsi^ 
in  the  present  case,  from  a  role  so  long  eitib- 
lished,  and  recognized  in  the  procoedisgsof  tMi 
Honsein  BeversT  instances.  A  departure  fiwn  » 
ByBt«m,  so  beneficial  in  ita  oonseqoenoes  to  tbe 
naval  service,  would  diminish  the  encoonge- 
ment  now  held  ont  to  persons  to  enter  it.  He 
hoped  the  discnesion  would  not  be  protrKtw, 
and  that  the  bill  would  be  suffered  to  pan. 

Mr.  Eu^woBTB  said,  the  bill  rested  men 
upon  a  principle  of  duty,  than  of  mere  it^of 
and  gratitude.  Are  gentlemen  prepared  to  *J 
that  the  representativee  of  these  nofortiuiUe 
menarenot^nponpriudpleBof  jnslioe,eiHitkd 
to  this  small  pittance  t  Upon  tbe  slrideil  o^ 
stmction,  the  representatives  of  the  offiwn  ind 
crew  of  the  Hornet  may  demand  what  Ihej  »«• 
earning  up  to  the  moment  of  their  loss.  oM 
is  not  the  claim  materially  the  same  for  i  sbort 
time  after  that  event  !May  not  th«r  ftmilirt 
most  properly  look  to  us  for  that  little  portitB 
of  their  subsistence  which  they  were  aii0eip«- 
iog,  and  need  the  more  because  of  this  mas^ 
eholy  disaster?  Why  do  we  aUow  penafflu! 
It  is  upon  a  princi^e  of  doty  and  strirt  pro- 
priety. And  snch  is  the  oase  here.  JmM 
and  true  national  policy  imperioosly  demimi 
we  should  paM  this  bill.   It  ia  tho  settled  paW 
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of  the  Government  And,  air,  if  a  wife  and 
children  may  ask,  npon  the  prmdple  of  light, 
I  see  not  why  brothera  «na  aatm  may  not. 
We  awe  this  money  to  the  representalirea  of 
the«e  ni«D.  Let  na  not  add  distress  won  afflio- 
tioii,  hy  withholding  s  momentary  refief. 

Mr.  EvBBnr  inquired  what  wu  the  precise 
qneetion  t>efore  the  Honaet 

The  Spiaksb  stated  the  qnestion  to  be  on 
the  motion  to  recommit,  with  initractloiiB  to 
Btrike  ont  the  olanse  extending  relief  to  brothers 
and  iifterSj  in  default  of  nearer  relations. 

Sach  (sajd  Mr.  EvKBn-t)  wss  my  nnderatand- 
ing  of  the  state  of  the  qaeetion,  and  it  seems  to 
me,  therefore,  not  in  order  to  discoss  the  gen- 
eral prinoipie  of  the  bill.  It  has  been  admitted 
that  this  bill  wss  to  pass,  and  the  only  obJeHi- 
tion  taken  to  it,  in  committee,  was  to  this  ex- 
tension of  its  prOTinoDS  to  brothers  and  sis- 
ters. This  objection  assnmee  that  the  officers, 
seamen,  and  marines  of  our  public  armed  ships 
belonged  to  that  class  of  the  oommunity  m 
which  they  ore  likely  to  haTe  wealthy  brotiiers 
and  sisters ;  such  as  stand  in  no  need  of  the 
gratuity  provided  by  this  bill.  No  one  can 
suppose  ttiat  this  is  the  case  with  the  petty  offi- 
cers, seamen,  and  marines,  who  are,  of  course, 
the  moet  numerous  class  of  those  provided  for ; 
aod,  as  far  as  they  are  concerned,  the  oltjection 
&lls  to  the  groond.  The  same,  in  general, 
may,  no  doubt,  be  said  of  the  officers  aa  a  class. 
It  is  by  no  means  true,  generally  meaUng,  (as 
the  objection  before  us  supposes,)  that  they  are 
of  an  s^nentcloM  in  society.  But  granting  that 
they  are,  and  that  the  objection  taken  is  well 
foonded,  do  not  gentlemen  see  that  it  proves 
too  much  t  It  is  nrged  that,  by  extending  this 
grataity  to  brothers  and  sistera,  we  extend  it 
to  some  of  the  richest  persons  in  the  country. 
If  this  be  so,  camio^  and  ought  not,  these  rich 
persona  support  their  parents,  their  nephews, 
and  nieces!  Bat  it  is  granted  that  these  last 
are  entitled  to  the  gratnity ;  although,  in  pro- 

Cion  as  these  unfortunate  ofScers,  lost  in  the 
net,  have  leit  wealthy  brothers  and  Bistera, 
in  the  same  proportion  their  widows,  children, 
and  parents  have  no  need  of  the  public  gra- 
tuity. Bat  to  deny  it  to  these  last,  is  asunst 
the  admitted  expediency  of  the  whole  bill. 

It  is  pldn,  therefore,  tiiat  there  is  no  coarse 
for  ^ose  opposed  to  the  daose  in  question,  but 
to  go  agunst  the  prinoiple  of  the  whole  bill,  as 
is  done,  in  point  offset  by  the  gentleman  from 
North  Carolina,  and  the  gentleman  from  In- 
dians. I  shsll  not  engage  in  the  defence  of 
that  principle,  for  it  ia  sufflciently  established 
ia  the  legislation  of  the  country.  I  csmiot, 
however,  fbrbear  a  reply  to  one  or  two  re- 
marlca  of  the  gentleman  from  Indiana,  (Hr. 
TiBi',)  by  which  he  seemed  to  distinguish  be- 
tween this  case  and  that  of  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  officers  and  seamen  killed  in  battle. 
He  ainks  that  in  time  of  peace,  the  serrioe  is 
on  a  different  footing  from  what  it  is  in  time  of 
war,  and  lesa  meritorious.  If  there  is  any  dif- 
fereaoe,  however,  the  service  is  more  attractive 


in  time  of  war ;  and  it  is  more  peculiarly  neces- 
sary, in  time  of  peace,  on  pablic  ^unda,  to 
strengthen  the  encouragements  which  It  pre- 
sents. As  to  the  officers,  of  coarse,  no  distinc- 
tion exists ;  they  engage  in  the  service  for  life. 
The  men  enlist  for  limited  terms;  but  I  be- 
lieve the  calculation,  whether  it  is  a  time  of 
peace  or  war,  or  whether  a  war  is  likely  sooner 
or  later  to  happen,  never  enters  into  their 
heads :  and,  as  far  as  the  temptationa  to  enlist 
exist,  it  is  as  easy  to  enlist  a  crew  in  time  of 
war  as  in  peace.  I  believe,  sir  that  every  mo- 
tive of  fair  policy  requires  theee  encourage- 


The  gentloman  said,  the  vessel  was  not  lost 
in  battle  but  by  casualty ;  it  was  not  a  danger 
to  be  bravely  encountered ;  no  energetic  act 
was  to  be  performed.  I  differ  from  the  gentle- 
man. I  believe  that  a  storm,  violent  enoagh 
to  destroy  a  ship  of  war,  is  far  more  dangerons 
and  terrific  to  landsmen  or  seamen,  than  any 
battle  that  was  ever  foaght.  Gentlemen  recol- 
lect the  descriptions  that  wo  have  had  of  the 
frightful  storm  which  swept  the  Gulf  of  Mexico, 
about  the  10th  of  September,  and  in  which  it  is 
supposed  the  Hornet  was  lost  A  letter  haa 
gone  the  rounds  of  the  newspapers,  from  a  ves- 
sel which  was  on  the  outer  verge  of  the  range 
of  this  storm ;  and  the  capttun  represents  it  as 
dreadfol  beyond  description.  Do  gentlemen 
tell  me  that  the  condition  of  a  vessel  of  war, 
oppressed  by  her  armament,  in  such  a  storm,  is 
nothing  compared  to  a  battle!  Bir,  a  battle 
has  no  terrors  to  the  gallant  seaman.  It  is  full 
of  hope,  promise,  glory,  and  oven  reward,  if  no 
higher  motive  operat^.  Bat  what  is  there  to 
animate  and  cheer  him  in  one  of  those  tremen- 
dous tempests,  to  enable  him  to  bear  the  labor, 
and  brave  the  dangers  that  sarronnd  him  !  I 
am  well  persnaded,  sir,  that  there  was  not  one 
individaal,  man  or  officer,  od  board  the  anfortu- 
nate  Hornet,  whose  muscles  were  not  stiff  with 
labor ;  whose  nerves  were  not  strained  with 
agony,  before  he  went  down  to  his  watery 
grave.  And  sappose  it  bad  been  told  them,  at 
the  last  dreadful  hoar,  that  within  fonr  months, 
a  pittance  like  this  (and  a  miserable  pittance, 
after  all,  it  is)  would  be  proposed  in  the  Con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  for  the  relief  of  the 
widows,  the  mothers,  the  cbildren,  the  sisters, 
dependent  on  them  for  support,  and  whom  they 
shonld  never  beheld  agaia,  and  that  this  poor 
pittance  would  be  denied,  would  it  not  have 
added  unspeakably  to  the  agony  of  that  last 
moment,  and  have  embittered  the  bitter  cap  of 
death!  Bir,  I  speak  with  feeling  on  the  sub- 
ject ;  and  with  good  reason,  Amon^  my  neigh- 
noTE,  there  are  some  included  within  the  pro- 
visions of  this  bill.  I  speak  for  the  widow  and 
orphan,  whose  wants  have  heen  brought  home 
to  roe.  It  is  my  dnty  to  them,  my  dnty  to  my- 
self, to  oppose  the  recommitment  I  hope  the 
claase  will  not  bo  stricken  ont ;  but  that  the 
bill  will  pass  ns  it  came  fivm  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole. 
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mittea  on  Naval  Affairs,  it  was  decided  in 
negatiTe,  by  7eas  and  nafB,  b;  114  votes  t 

The  qaeation  was  then  taken  on  the  passage 
of  the  biJl,  and  decided  as  fdlowa : 

TFi3. — Hewn.  Aleiuider,  Anderson,  Angsl,  Ar- 
nold, Bule;,  Barber,  Bftrrioger,  Bartle?,  Bates,  Bay- 
lor, Beekman,  Boukec,  Boon,  Borat,  Brodhtad, 
BrowD,  BuchnDUi,  ButmaD,  Calioon,  Carabreleng, 
Campbell,  Chandler,  CUrk,  Coodict,  Conner,  Cooper, 
Coulter,  Cowles,  H.  Craig,  Crane,  Crawford,  Crelgh- 
toti,jr,,Croclieroii,  Crowiiiiishield,  John  Davie,  De- 
berr;.  Den  07,  De  Wi  It,  Kobnwn,  Doddridge,  Dorw  j, 
Dudley,  Dwlriii,  Earll,  Jr.,  Elkworth,  Geowe  Emit, 
J.  EvanB,  B.  Syerett,  H.  Everett,  Tiach,  Ford,  For- 
ward, fry,  Oilmore,  Oreen,  Grennell,  jr.,  Balsey, 
HammoQB,  Hem^iill,  Hinda,  dodges,  HofiWo,  Bub- 
bard,  Hughes,  Eontington,  Ihrie,Jr.,  IngersoU,  Ir- 
win, Isacki,  Jenninn,  JohDS,  jr.,  R  U.  Johnaon, 
Kendall,  Eennon,  Sincaid,  Adam  King,  Leipcr, 
Lent,  Hailarj,  Uarr,  Martlndale,  Uartin,  Thomas 
Haiwell,  Lewla  Haivell,  HcCreer;,  HcDuffie,  Uc- 
Intire,  Mercer,  Miller,  Mitchell,  Mooell,  Uuhlenbui^, 
Overton,  Pearce,  Pettis,  Pierson,  Potter,  Powera, 
Ramsey,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rencher,  Richardson,  Rip- 
ley.  Row,  Hmset,  Scott,  W.  B.  Ebepud,  Shields, 
Semmes,  SHX,  Smith,  Smyth,  A.  Bpeocer,  R.  ^ncer, 
Stanberry,  Sterigere,  Stephens,  H.  R.  Stons,  Wm. 
L.  fitorrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Bwann,  Swift,  Talia- 
ferro, Taylor,  Teat,  Vance,  TarDDm,  Verplancif, 
Washington,  Wayne,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  P. 
White,  WickUffe,  Wilde,  WklM>n,  Tonog— 138. 

N1T8.— -Mcssn.  Alston,  J.  3.  Barbour,  P.  P.  Bu- 
bour,  Jamei  Blair,  John  Blair,  Chilton,  Claiborne, 
Coke,  jr.,  Robert  Ctaig,  Crockett,  jWiel,  Daven- 
port, Desha,  Drajton,  Foster,  Galtber,  Gordon,  HaU, 
Harvey,  Hajnes,  Cave  Johnson,  P.  King,  Lamar, 
Lea,  liecompte,  Letcher,  Lewis,  Lyon,  Maeee,  Mc- 
Coy, Polk,  Roane,  Speight,  Bprigg,  Stanffifer,  W. 
nompson,  ThonuMD,  ImiTaDt,  Tucker,  Vinton, 
Williams,  Yancey— 42. 


WBDHZ8D1.T,  Febrnary  S^ 
Indian  Affain. 

Ur.  Bxix,  from  the  Oonunittee  on  Indian 
AfiUra,  to  vhioh  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
President's  Ifeasage  vhich  relates  to  the  Indian 
Affairs,  and  sondry  resolntionB  and  mamorials 
upon  Uie  same  subject,  made  a  report  thereon, 
accompanied  1*7  ^  bill  to  provide  fbr  the  re- 
moval of  the  Indian  tribes  within  any  of  the 
States  and  Territories,  and  for  their  permanent 
settlement  west  of  the  river  Mississippi;  which 
was  read,  and  committed  to  the  Committee  of 
the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the  UnioiL 
and,  witli  the  report  and  doooments,  ordered 
to  ho  printed. 

Mr.  Buohanah  said  this  was  a  Bolgect  of 
crest  importance ;  the  more,  as  he  had  no 
doubts  trom  the  nature  of  the  munerona  me- 
morisJs  presented  to  the  Uonse,  that  great  mis- 
apprehension prevailed  in  the  coantry  on  the 
snbjeot.    It  was  commonly  believed  that  tba 


Indians  were  to  be  removed  frau  tba  Boitlm 
States  by  force ;  and  notliing  wsefnithtrlrciii 
^e  intention  of  Oonereoa,  or  of  the  StsU  of 
Georgia  dther,  tban  this.  Itwasri^totn- 
root  Uie  erroneons  impreenun  of  the  pobtie  a 
this  enl^ect;  and  be  therefHV  moved  tluttoi 
thonaand  additional  copies  of  the  nfM  b» 
printed  for  the  ose  of  the  Honse. 
Mr,  Bnnoas  did  not  rise  to  controvert  tbe 

Erinting  of  any  itnniber  of  oojues  of  tba  report 
nt  in  some  sort  to  oontrovert  the  idu  nif- 
gested,  Damety,  that  misqiprehensioa  ind  etnr 
had  gone  abroad  on  this  snliiJeeL  The  gtotl»- 
man  sold  nothing  was  farther  from  tba  into- 
tion  of  this  Government  and  (A  Georp^  thai 
to  remove  the  Indians  by  force.  Mr.  B.  p»- 
soraed  that  nothing  of  this  sort  wsa  ioteiidcd 
by  the  Qovemment  of  the  United  StsUa;  but 
when  he  saw  Georgia  T">VlTig  lavs  to  eitcnd 
over  the  Indians  ber  jnriadiction,  and  eidad- 
ing  them  from  the  eserdae  of  thrown  li^ 
and  oalonlated  to  drive  them  ^  he  conid  Mt 
agree  to  the  remark  of  tiie  gtBttaau.  Bi 
hoped  the  motion  would  be  poetpoDcd  ig  t 
week,  by  which  time  the  report  voudbepnil' 
ed,  and  the  Eooae  ooold  see  what  it  wu,  ud 
wliether  it  was  soch  as  to  deserve  thii  gnM 
circulation  amon^  the  people. 

Mr.  WiLDi  said  he  did  not  intend  to  In 
drawn  Into  a  premature  disonnicHi—MemUv^ 
at  least,  in  hia  judgment— of  Ibe  highly  ii^v- 
tut  gaestions  involved  in  the  bill  and  report  rf 
the  Committee  <hi  TnHUn  Affitir^  wbieli  bid 
not  yet  been  read.  He  agreed  wiu  tbe  geatle- 
man  frcHn  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  BiKsuijL)i,)tliri 
groat  miam>reheiisioD  lud  existed  on  tbii  n^ 
iect,  and  disagreed  irith  the  «Dtlai>tD  tna 
Khodelalaad,  who  Inaiatcd  that  than  wasnoim- 
apprehennon  in  rdatioD  to  the  P<^J  u^  ""*' 
duet  <rf  the  State  of  Georgia.  TbatEtsteU 
indeed  mads  proviBi<Hi  prospeotivdy  fur  aitnd- 
ingher  laws  over  evoij  person  witMa  bat  lin- 
its.  In  doing  so^  she  had  done  no  men  tbu 
had  recently  been  done  by  some  of  tbe  dW 
States — nothing  more  than  had  long  Hsea  beta 
done  by  eoveral  of  the  old  wwa.  Be  dewd 
that  the  State  of  Oeorvia  entertwaed  lh«  pm- 
Jeot  of  driving  the  Indians  from  bar  wil^ 
force ;  and  he  believed  be  had  at  Issat  u  gon 
an  opporCnni^  of  being  infbnned  ai  to  »* 
views  and  pcdicy  of  that  State,  as  the  bononM 
gentleman  tma  Rhode  Island. 

On  a  proper  oooatioo  he  would  uter  into» 
examination  of  that  policy.  And  ha  ima|iMd 
itwoold  notbedifflcnlttoprove  tbitdtalM 
treated  the  lo^aiia  within  ber  limili,  «« <* 
much  forbearanoe,  hmnanity,  aid  good  bin,  • 
any  of  tbeStateain  which  she  has  foand  tcamn 
■He  woold  not  institst*,  yet  be  ahooU  iM  fn^ 
a  oompariBon  between  her  o(»dnf»inth»'^ 
spect,  and  that  of  any  of  the  old  Stales;  »M  » 
promised  gentlemen,  if  they  did  think  [«p* 
to  institute  it,  be  would  follow  it  out  uIk» 
hia  knowledge  of  their  history  exlendad,  •» 
■  patience  of  the  House  would  allow  iH«- 
.1  preaeatbe  was  dasiroos  maaaJjaw*- 
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Tecting  another  mis^iprehension,  in  r^srd  to 
the  great  excitement  tmd  deep  ioterest  which 
it  was  sappoaed  the  Btate  of  Qeor^a  felt  in  t^e 
proceedings  of  Oongress  on  this  snbject  He 
Mlieved  tnere  was  no  suoh  excitement  as  had 
been  imagined.  That  Btat«  knew  her  rights, 
and  waa  alwajs  readj  and  able  to  '"Bittnln 
them.  She  knew  her  datdea,  too,  and  had 
never  yet  fbiled  to  perform  them.  To  the  ieg- 
idstion  of  Oonmsa,  relative  to  the  Indians 
within  her  JoriMiotiOQ,  she  looked  withont  ap- 
prehenson,  certain  that  it  would  be  limited 
to  its  oonstitatioDa]  objects  onlr,  and  withont 
solidtnde,  except  that  which  uie  felt  in  com- 
mon with  every  other  State,  in  the  coDdition 
of  these  children  of  the  forest.  Her  inlereet  in 
the  qnestion  has  been  vastly  exa^rated.  The 
nnmber  of  Indians  within  her  Imiits  was  bnt 
little  greater  than  that  within  the  territoT}'  t^ 
New  York,  and  their  honting  groouds  com- 
prised aboot  five  millions  of  acres. 

Her  relations  with  the  United  Bt^tes  on  the 
subject  of  theee  lands  were  indeed  peculiar; 
snt^  when  it  became  the  snbieot  of  diBonssion, 
it  wonld  be  seen  whether  blame  rested  any- 
where,  and  with  whom.  It  was  enough  now 
to  avoid  lending  sanotion,  by  his  rilenoe,  to  er- 
rors of  dangerons  tendency.  He  tmsted  that 
the  largest  nnmber  of  the  report  proposed 
would  be  printed.  All  who  had  t^en  so  ac- 
tive and  ardent  an  interest  in  the  sfbirs  of  the 
Indians  and  Georgia,  would  natnrallf  be  de- 
nrons  of  seeing  the  facta  and  argnments  of  the 
committee.  It  was  to  be  hoped  many  of  those 
persons  were  sincere  inqnirers  after  troth.  Let 
us,  then,  afford  them  whatever  light  we  have, 
to  gnide  them  in  their  search. 

Mr.  Batxs  coold  not,  nntil  he  knew  what  the 
rq>ort  was,  consent  to  order  this  great  extra 
nnmber  to  be  printed.  He  had  great  confidence 
in  the  commjttee  which  made  the  report,  and 
especially  for  the  honorable  chairman :  bat  he 
wished  the  report  to  lie  on  the  table  nntil  to- 
morrow or  next  day,  to  afford  an  opportnnity 
for  examining  it ;  and  he  moved  to  postpone  the 
motion  for  the  extra  printing  nntil  to-morrow. 

Ur.  Thomfbon,  of  Qeorgia,  called  for  the 
reading  of  the  report.  This  was  opposed  by 
Ur.  Birranti.ANix  as  a  nselesa  waste  of  time ; 
ftnd  was  insisted  on  by  Mr.  Tromfsoh,  who 
mid  it  was  neoessary,  inasmuch  as  the  not 
knowing  what  it  contained  was  made  a  plea 
for  oltjecting  to  the  printing. 

iii.  Bxxa  deprecated  this  departure  from  the 
old  usage  of  the  Honse,  which  was  growing  np. 
It  had  been  the  practice  to  print  the  osual  nnm- 
bers  of  a  docnment,  and,  when  read  and  under- 
Hood,  if  found  of  great  interest,  to  print  an 
extra  nnmber.  Now,  it  was  beoommg  cos- 
tomar7  when  a  report  was  made,  for  some 

fentleman,  not  a  member  of  the  committee, 
at  knowing  something  of  it  he  supposed, 
to  get  np,  and  move  an  extraordinary  nnmber 
of  copies.  He  hoped  before  this  was  agreed  to, 
in  the  present  case,  the  Honse  would  be  en- 
abled to  know  the  contents  of  the  report 


Ur.  Taoupsox  said,  in  deference  to  the  opin- 
ions of  friends  near  lum,  he  wonld  withdraw 
the  call  for  the  reading. 

Ur.  Tailok  sdd  a  few  words  in  fkvor  of  the 
postponement  J  and  if  that  were  not  carried, 
he  uionld  call  for  the  reading  himself  as  be 
coold  not  vote  fbr  this  extra  number  withont 
knowing  something  of  the  report 

Mr.  BroHAiTAH  rose  to  in^st  on  the  opinion 
which  he  had  expressed,  that  great  misappre- 
hen^on  existed  in  the  oonntry  respecting  tbia 
Indian  qnestlon.  The  memorials  which  loaded 
the  tables  of  this  Honse  proved  this  bet  He 
was  satisfied  that  the  E»an  of  memraialists  re- 
specting the  intentdons  of  the  GoTemment  and 
of  the  State  of  Georgia  were  totally  gronndlew. 
The  forcible  removal  of  the  Indians  was 
tbonght  in  many  parts  of  the  conntry,  to  ho 
resolved  on — a  great  exdtement  prevailed  oa 
the  sobject — enthnsiasts  have  been  hnsv  in 
scattering  firebrands  and  arrows  throughout 
the  conntry  relative  to  this  sotiject,  caloolated 
to  create  diaoord,  to  sow  the  seeds  of  disunion, 
and  to  sever  brethren,  who  ought  ever  to  be 
united.  It  was  proper  the  peo^e  shontd  have 
information  to  remove  the  error  prevalent  on 
this  snbject ;  and  who  (he  asked)  wonld  desire 
to  keepHuoh  information  from  the  people  ? 

Ur.  WioKLiFFE  wonld  be  willing  to  print  the 
same  nnmber  of  this  report  as  had  Deen  or- 
dered of  a  report  on  the  same  snbieot  mada 
some  years  ago — he  believed  at  the  close  of  the 
nineteenth  Oongress — but  no  more.  That  re- 
port was  made ;  and,  without  b^ng  read,  a 
lu%e  additjonal  nnmber  of  copies  were  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

Ur.  Everett,  of  Massachusetts,  said  the  gen- 
aman  was  mistaken.  He  (Ur.  E.)made  that 
report  himself^  and  he  well  remembered  that  it 
waa  read  throngh  to  the  Honse,  before  the 
printing  was  ordered.  Bnt  as  to  the  other 
qnestion,  the  gentleman  firom  Penn^lvanin 
had  sua  that  great  misapprehension  existed  in 
the  conntry  on  this  Indian  snbject;  and  gave 
that  as  a  reason  for  moving  the  large  additional 
nnmber  of  copies  of  the  report.  Ur.  E.  said 
he  wonld  not  contend  aboot  the  correctness  of 
this  opinion,  because  that  would  be  plnnging 
into  the  discusdou.  But  when  the  Honse  is 
told  that  great  error  of  opinion  prev^s  on  this 
snbject,  and  that  a  certain  document  is  oalon< 
lated  to  contradict  that  opinion  and  correct  the 
misapprehension,  would  the  Hoose  favor  the 
extensive  distribution  of  that  document  withont 
first  hearing  itt  IVas  it  not  proper  first  to 
know  what  opinions  it  contradicts,  and  what 
it  affirms  f  He  had  so  much  confidence  in  the 
committee,  that  had  the  printing  been  moved 
without  any  reason  bnt  the  interest  of  the  sub- 
ject, he  wonld  have  voted  fbr  it  without  hesita- 
tion ;  but  it  was  the  reason  astdgned  for  the 
motion  which  made  him  averse  to  consent  to  it 

Mr.  GooDBHow,  of  Ohio,  was  in  favor  of  the 
extra  nnmber  of  copies.  As  the  sutueot  waa 
one  of  great  importance,  and  as  he  had  perfect 
eonfidenoe  in.  tne  committee,  he  was  willing. 
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on  the  faith  of  that  oonfidence,  to  vote  for  the 
motion.  There  was  nothing,  be  thought,  more 
imporUnt,  there  wae  nothioK  more  dear  to  him, 
than  ^ving  information  to  the  people. 

Mr.  Laxab,  of  Georgia,  Bsid  be  woold  not 
now  ent«r  into  any  discnssion  of  the  anbject; 
bnt,  when  the  time  came,  he  could  ahow,  that, 
in  the  conduct  of  Qeoi^a  reBpecting  the  In- 
dians, there  waa  nothing  inconsistent  with  the 
constitution  or  with  propriety.  That  now  waa 
not  the  qneation;  bnt  it  was  tme  that  great 
misapprehension  existed  in  some  parts  of  the 
ooontrr  on  the  subject;  the  newspapers  had 
teemed  with  statementa  and  oomments  calcolated 
to  mislead  the  pnblio  mind ;  and  he  hoped  that 
ft  laige  number  of  this  report  might  be  printed, 
and  distribnted  among  t^e  peo^e,  to  counter- 
act the  great  misrepresentation  on  the  subject. 

Ur.  Btebioebx,  of  FennsjWania,  took  it  foi 
granted  that  the  report  embraced  all  the  laws 
of  Georgia  respecting  the  Indians,  and  all  the 
fects  of  the  ease,  presented  in  a  fair  view ;  and, 
as  it  would  therefore  enable  the  people  to  form 
a  correct  opinion  on  the  subject,  he  was  in  favor 
of  printing  the  additional  copies.  Mr.  S.  con- 
curred in  the  opinion  that  the  most  erroneons 
impressions  were  entertained  among  the  people 
on  this  subject.  His  own  correspondence,  as 
well  ae  the  nnmerons  petitions  received  by  this 
Honse,  convmoed  him  of  the  fact.  He  had  re- 
ceived a  letter  lately  from  home,  eipreseing 
snrprise  at  a  proposition  now  before  Oongress, 
aa  was  honestly  believed,  for  removing  the  In- 
diana by  force ;  and  the  people  in  his  part  of 
the  country  were  actually  nolding  meetings 
to  petition  Oongress  against  such  a  meaaure. 
Another  letter  waa  in  fkvor  of  the  eitenaon  of 
jurisdiction  over  the  Indians  by  the  Btate  of 
Georgia;  but  protested  against  the  contem- 
plated forcible  removal,  ut  favor  of  tiiat  which 
has  been  done,  and  against  that  which  is  not 
intended.  He  cited  other  cases  to  establish  the 
fact  of  great  misapprehension  on  the  snl^ect ; 
and  as  this  report  would  oorrect  those  erro- 
neous impressions,  he  was  in  £ivor  of  the  extra 
number. 

Mr.  MiLi.ra,  of  Fennsylvania,  preferred 
knowing  for  himself  what  the  report  centr- 
ed, before  be  voted  for  printing  tEis  large  ad- 
ditional number.  The  debate  had  consumed 
more  time  than  the  reading  of  the  report  could 
have  done,  and  he  wished  it  read.  He  had 
voted,  some  days  ago,  for  printing  six  thousand 
copies  of  a  report^  without  its  being  read,  (the 
report  made  by  Mr.  Oaubbbleho,  from  the 
Committee  on  Commerce,)  and  he  confessed  iC 
he  had  known  what  that  report  contuned,  he 
thould  have  voted  differently.  Ue  was  resolved 
not  to  commit  the  same  error  again. 

Mr.  ExTTTBS,  of  Georgia,  s^  the  Direction 
to  the  printing  aeemed  to  be  the  idea  that  the 
report  was  a  partial  one,  an  argument  on  one 
mde.  This  was  mere  presumption,  and  ought 
not  to  hinder  the  distribution  of  the  informa- 
tion which  it  coDtuned  among  the  people. 
Supposing  the  character  of  the  report  soch  as 
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was  impute  to  it,  Uie  Honse  had  printtd  t 
large  extra  number  of  a  former  report  <i  a 
opposite  character,  and  it  would  be  wSsik 
withhold  this. 

Mr.  Waiix,  of  New  York,  seeing  no  end  U 
thia  debate,  and  perc^ving  its  tendeoej  to  i 
prematnre  discussion  of  the  whole  sa^vA,  'i 
indulged,  moved  the  previoua  qneeti<Hi;  bd 
withdrew  his  motion  at  tha  request  of 

Mr.  Oaicbbklzro,  who  regretted  to  hetTTtitt 
the  gentleman  Q£i.  Millkb)  had  a^d  about  tbt 
report  of  the  Committee  on  Otxunerce.  B» 
knew  not  whether  to  oonsider  those  remub 
as  implying  a  compliment  or  a  censure,  but  b« 
was  bound  to  receive  them  as  compIimecUrj. 
Would  that  gentleman  suppress  information,  at 
withhold  it  from  the  people,  because  it  wt)A 
not  correspond  with  bis  own  view^  or  btam 
be  might  oinent  from  t^e  deductions  tnm  it 
Mr.  0.  waa  Bniprised  at  tbe  oppoeitioa  te  priit 
ing  the  extra  number  of  the  preeeit  report. 
There  had  been  an  Indian  war  raging  ontof 
doors:  and  he  wiAed  to  have  the  qaestiia 
brouBht  in  here,  where  tbev  might  btTc  i  &ir 
and  nonorable  war  with  the  other  side,  who 
had  been  carrying  it  on  out  of  doora.  H« 
should  like  to  see  who  were  the  memben  tint 
were  opposed  to  having  this  question  piwd 
fiurly  before  the  people ;  and  he,  therefore,  it- 
manded  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the  moHoa  ix 
posh>onemenL 

Mr.  Stohbs,  of  New  York,  aaid  that  he  wiA- 
od  to  vote  understandingly  on  every  mttW 
connected  with  so  delicate  and  important  a  sub- 
ject as  that  before  the  Honse.  Ha  might  ot 
mi£;ht  not  agree  to  the  principles  of  tbe  nfoit, 
and  could  not  say  whether  he  did  or  not, « it 
had  not  been  read  to  the  House,  and  be  didMj 
know  exactly  what  the  report  was.  He  bopea 
that  he  should  not  be  preesed  to  vote  bliii^- 
folded  on  any  question  relating  to  it.  He  hid, 
during  the  debate,  looked  veiy  slightlj  at  xnn 
of  the  aheeta  at  the  table,  but  bad  not  timi  to 
read  a  passage  of  it  carefnlly.  In  thsl  p«rt 
which  be  cast  his  eye  upon,  he  saw  that  a  pu- 
agraph  from  an  opinion  was  quoted  from  a  ^ 
in  the  Supremo  Court  of  New  York,  but  bfhw 
not  time  to  look  and  see  whether  the  repwj 
further  stated  that  the  case  had  been  ntafni 
in  the  ooort  of  errors  there.  He  wanted  am- 
mation  as  to  the  nature  of  the  repwt  »m  « 
principlea.  At  any  rate,  he  did  not  wish  to  la 
m  darkneee  upon  it.  He  moved  that  it  ■hooW 
be  read  to  the  Honae,  and  asked  the  yew  »» 
nays  on  that  qnestion.  ,  . 

The  yeaa  and  nays  were  ordered;  aw  tM 
question  woa  taken  on  the  reading  of  the  »■ 
port,  and  decided  in  the  afBrmatite;  y«»  >» 
— nays  66.  _jw 

Tbe  Oerk  accordin^y  commenced  reaffli* 
and  had  proceeded  about  half  an  hoar;  "h« 

Mr.  Clay,  of  Alabama,  moved  to  di^w 
with  the  fiirther  reading,  which  was  agwww 

A  motion  was  then  (about  three  odoa) 
niadetoacyoum,aitdloft:  ye«s«,n«7»W' 
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Mr.  Vaiu  now  renewed  his  motioii  (or  the 
preriooa  qnegtion,  which  vas  seoonded  by  ft 
majority  (^the  Honw. 

Mr.  Btoh»,  of  New  Totk,  then  moved  to 
aj  the  motion  for  printing  on  the  table,  mi 
Med  toi  the  j«u  and  tia.ja  on  the  motion. 

The  JM8  and  nays  were  ordered ;  and,  bdng 
ailed,  the  motioD  to  lay  on  th«  taUe  waa  lost : 
ew  ST,  nays  143. 

Theprenona  qneatiiHi  reonrrin^ 

Mr.  visox  demanded  the  yeas  md  n^ys  wk 
;,  and  they  were  ordered. 

And  the  pTeviooa  qnestum  being  pnt,  "Bhall 
le  muD  qoestion  be  now  pott "  it  was  carried 
-yeaa  136,  nays  48. 

The  mwQ  qneition  was  then  accordingly  put, 
a.,  on  the  modon  to  print  ten  thonaand  ad- 
itional  copies  of  the  i^ort,  and  decided  in  the 
firmstive,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows— yeas 
13,  naya  G6. 

TmissDAT,  Febroaiy  36, 

WM  Point  Aeadmvu. 

Mr.  CaooEnT  moTcd  the  following  reeoln- 

I.  Utiolved,  That  if  the  botwty  of  the  GoTem- 
mt  ii  to  be  at  aU  bestowed,  th«  deftitate  poor, 
i  not  tlie  rich  and  loSuential,  ara  tha  objeota  who 
■et  claim  it,  and  to  whom  the  Toice  of  humanity 
e(  loadljr  calls  the  attendon  of  Congreai. 
>.  Jiaolted,  That  no  OQC  claag  of  the  citixena  of 
»c  United  States  has  an  excIoaiTe  ri^ht  to  de- 
ad or  receive,  for  pnrposea  of  educatioo,  or  for 
er  pQrpo9e8,morB  tbaD  an  equal  and  ratable  [na- 
tion ol  the  funds  of  tbe  national  treaaary,  which 
■epleniahed  by  a  commOD  contributioD,  and,  in 
le  instances,  more  at  the  coat  of  the  poor  man, 
I  bas  but  little  to  defend,  than  that  of  the  rich 
I,  wbo  seldom  fights  to  defEod  himself  or  hit 

'.  Jiesoited,  That  each  and  every  Institution,  oal- 
tcd,  at  publia  eipense,  and  nnder  the  patronage 
■auction  of  the  GoTemment,  to  graot  ciclnsiTe 
ilegea  except  io  cOMideiatioa  of  pubUc  aerTices, 
3t  only  aristocratic,  but  a  doworight  invasion  of 
rights  of  the  citizen,  and  a  vioUtion  of  the  cEtU 
pact  called  "the  eonsCitution," 
Jieaolvtd,  fiaiher.  That  the  Military  Academy 
'cat  Point  is  aabject  to  the  foregoing  objections. 
nucb  as  those  who  are  educated  there  receive 
'  InstruDtion  at  the  public  expense,  and  are  gen- 
j  the  sons  of  the  nch  and  iofluential,  who  are 
to  educate  their  own  children.  While  the  aona 
e  poor,  for  want  of  active  frienda,  are  oAen  neg- 
d,  or  if  educated,  even  at  the  expense  of  their 
Qts,  or  bj  the  liberality  of  their  friends,  are  su- 
■dcd  ia  tbe  service  by  cadeta  educated  at  the 
t  Point  academy. 

lUtolatd,  Hitnfon,  and  for  the  foregobg 
That  sud  mstitutlon  should  be  abohahed,  and 
pproprlBtEcns  annually  made  for  its  support  be 
ntiaued. 

r.  CsoOKBn  said  be  bad  endeavored  some 
a^  to  get  an  opportDQity  to  ofibr  this 
atioD,  'withont  b«Dg  able  tosoooeed.  He 
fitted  it  in  oom[diaDoe  with  a  dnty  which 


be  owed  hia  oomitry,  and  to  his  oonstitnente 
eapeoially.  The  people  who  sent  him  here 
were  opposed  to  tnia  institution ;  be  had  talk- 
ed to  the  people  on  tiie  sat^eot ;  they  had  told 
him  what  their  opinions  were  reepeoting  it. 
and,  if  he  kept  his  month  ahnt  here,  he  wottld 
not  disohar^  his  dnty  faitbfiilly.  He  believed 
tiie  resolotion  to  be  oorreot;  the  institntion 
was  kwt  op  for  the  ednoation  of  tbe  sons  of 
the  noble  and  wealthy,  and  of  members  of 
OiHiKreu^  people  of  inflnenoe,  and  not  for  tbe 
children  of  the  poor.  Indeed^  it  conld  be 
of  litUe  Qse  to  the  poor  any  bow;  for  if  a 
poor  boy  oonld  by  chance  get  app(»nted,  ha 
ooold  not  get  there,  tbe  expense  would  be 
too  great ;  and  if  he  conld  get  there,  it  would 
be  at  the  risk  of  his  rain,  as  tbe  chance  would 
be  that  he  wonld  have  to  go  home  by  hia 
own  means.  It  was  not  proper  that  the 
money  of  the  Government  ahoold  be  expend- 
ed in  edneatiDg  the  children  of  the  noble 
and  wealthy  ;  that  money  was  raised  from 
the  poor  man's  pocket  as  well  as  the  rich. 
Every  poor  man,  who  buys  a  bnshel  of  salt 
to  salt  bis  pork,  or  a  pomid  of  Bngar  for 
his  children,  or  a  piece  of  cloth  for  his  coat, 
pays  bis  portion  of  the  taxes  ont  of  which 
this  West  Point  academy  was  muntained  for 
tbe  education  of  rich  men's  sons  for  nothing, 
twen^-eight  dollars  a  month  beddee.  Another 
bad  effect  of  it  was,  that  no  man  ooold  get  a  oom- 
mission  in  the  army  nnleea  ha  had  been  ednoa- 
ted  at  West  Point;  hnt  the  army  had  been 
headed  very  well  by  men  who  never  went  to 
that  academy.  He  remembered,  in  a  littie 
stm^e  we  had  a  few  years  ago,  oe  had  gone 
out  and  performed  his  twelve  montha'  toar  of 
dnty  in  iha  defence  of  his  conntry,  as  well  aa 
he  ooold.  He  did  not  mention  this  to  boast  of 
it;  he  there  saw  tboiuiands  of  poor  men  who 
had  also  gone  ont  to  fight  their  comitry'a  bat- 
ties,  bat  none  of  them  had  ever  been  at  Wast 
Point,  and  none  of  them  bad  any  sons  at  West 
Point,  A  man  coold  tight  tbe  battles  of  bis 
conntry,  and  lead  bis  conntry's  armies,  withont 
being  edacated  at  West  Point.  Jackson  never 
wentto  West  PointachooL  nor  Brown — no,nor 
Qovemor  Oarroll ;  nor  did  Oolooel  OannoD, 
under  whom  Mr.  0.  said  he  served,  and  a  faith- 
ful good  ofBcer  he  was. 

The  troth  was,  (sud  Hi.  0.,}  this  academy 
did  not  Eoit  the  people  of  oar  oooc^,  and  they 
were  agunst  it ;  the  men  who  are  raised  there 
are  too  nioe  to  work;  they  ara  first  edocated 
there  for  nothing,  and  then  they  most  have 
salaries  to  sapport  them  after  they  leave  there 
— this  does  not  anit  the  notjoos  of  working 
people,  of  men  who  had  to  get  their  bread  by 
their  labor.  He,  therefore,  felt  it  his  doty  to 
oppose  this  institatJon.  He  had  Intonded,  when 
the  appropriation  bills  should  oome  np,  to  move 
to  stnkc  oat  the  appropriatton  for  the  support  of 
this  academy ;  ana  he  waited  the  other  day  till 
after  three  o'clock,  when  it  was  expected  they 
woold  be  taken  up  when  the  House  waa  in 
oommittoe ;  and,  after  he  went  away,  tbe  bills 
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were  taken  np,  and  passed  thronf^  tbo  oom- 
mittae. 

Mr.  0.  vanted  informatioii  for  the  people 
aboat  thia  academy' ;  perhaps  thej  did  not 
know  enoDgh  aboat  it ;  some  of  tbem,  msf  be, 
bad  never  beard  of  iU  and  he  wanted  to  let 
them  hear  of  it  and  know  all  aboat  it.  He 
moat  say,  howe*er,  that  be  did  not  ofibr  his 
reaolation  with  mnob  hope  of  aocceeding ;  there 
were  too  maoy  gentlemen  in  the  Honse  interest- 
ed in  this  academy,  be  feared,  to  allow  bis  res* 
olntion  to  pass ;  bnt  it  was  bis  dnty  to  tzr. 

A  great  deal  bad  been  said  in  the  House 
about  retrenchment,  and  they  had  been  aereral 
weeks  spending  time  every  day  in  trying  to 
dismiss  a  poor,  little  dranghtsmkn,  who  every- 
body admitted  had  been  nwftal,  and  whose  dn- 
tles  w«re  neoesaair;  notwithstanding  this,  he 
most  be  dismissed  for  Hie  sake  of  rebenoh- 
ment  Well, wbatwas theooiueqaenoet  Why, 
as  soon  aa  his  office  was  voted  down,  np  get 
ffuitlemen  to  move  that  the  eommittee  have 
uie  same  work  dona  by  the  Job,  which  every- 
bodv  knows  is  an  expensive  way  of  having 

Sabuo  work  done.  That  resolaticni,  tit — [The 
peaker  reminded  Mr.  0.  that  it  vaa  not  in 
order  to  introdooe  those  resolutions  in  debate 
on  the  present  qoeetion.] 

Hr.  0.  said  be  did  not  want  to  break  the 
roles,  bat  he  thought  it  conid  do  no  harm  to 
point  ODt  ttese  things,  and  if  we  are  going  to 
retrench,  (said  iut,)  let  tu  retrench  so  that  we 
can  feel  it.  As  for  this  aoademy,  however, 
(said  tfr.  0.,)  the  yoong  men  edncated  there  did 
not  sait  onr  service ;  they  were  too  delicate 
and  oonld  not  rough  it  in  the  army  like  men 
differently  rused.  When  they  left  the  school 
they  were  too  niee  for  hard  servioe.  He  had 
seen  them  abont  here,  and  he  supposed  they 
had  good  salariee,  whiob  the  poor  people^  who 
oonsomed  the  salt  and  otber  tUngs  wbloh  wen 
taxed,  had  to  pay. 

Let  ns  (s^d  1&.  0.)  put  this  insldtntion  down 
a  little  while,  and  see  bow  it  will  work .  He 
believed  the  tme  interest  of  the  Government 
was  to  pnt  it  down,  although  be  did  not,  fbr 
the  reason  before  ^ven,  hope  mnob  to  snocwed. 
He  wished,  however,  to  see  bow  the  House 
stood  on  it,  and  he  Uierefore  requested  the  yeas 
aoA  nays  on  his  reeoluljon. 

Mr.  MoDuFFia  said  that  the  reeolntion  was 
oneof  mnehimportanoe.  He  vonld  agree  witli 
the  gentleman,  that  there  were  mai^  abuses 
oonneoted  with  the  institution ;  bat,  as  the  res- 
(dution  ought  not  to  he  hastily  acted  on,  he 
moved  to  lay  it  on  the  toble^  and  print  it ; 
wbioh  motion  was  agreed  to. 

Ardent  Spirit*  wt  (h«  Kaay. 

Mr.  OoBDKTT  offered  the  fidlowing  reaolu- 
tions: 

1.  JZMohnj;  That  the  Comnittlee  on  Naval  AilUrs 
bs  iostmcted  Ut  inqolre  lute  the  expediency  of  in- 
duclng  the  sesmen  and  marines  In  the  navj  of  the 
United  Ststea,  volDntaiily  to  diaoontinuB  the  use  of 
ardent  iiurita,  or  vinons  or  fermented  liqnots,  by 


snbnitn^g  for  it  double  iU  vatai  In  othn a> 

riei  snd  comfort*  wliilst  inaerrieeiDrinBOBejpi^ 
able  at  tbe  exidration  of  the  serrlce. 

S.  SMohei,  tdto,  Ab  a  furtlier  induoeaMst  to  tt- 
brletj  and  orderly  deportment  in  the  ost;,  u  ni 
u  with  a  view  to  prcBerre  the  lives  ud  monb  ol 
the  sesmcD  and  marineB,  that  said  commitlM  bcii- 
scracted  to  iDqoire  mto  the  eipedieoej  of  aOonif 
some  additional  twDttty,  In  money  or  cMluiig,  a 
bath,  to  be  paid  to  every  seamsn  and  mtriiK,  It  iLe 
eipiration  of  his  service,  nho  dull  prodoec  fron  loi 
commanditig  officer  a  eettifleste  of  total  abstiMM 
from  ardent  narils,  and  ot  ordsriy  bsharior,  dmg 
term  of  hli  engagemeDt. 
Sttahid,  alto.  That  the  said  eonnidtteeiBitnt 
and  report  whether  or  not  the  pablie  serTk(,u  *d 
as  the  health,  morals,  and  honor  of  tbe  naral  cA- 
cars,  would  be  promoted  by  boUing  oat  t«  iIm  nii 
ahipmen  and  junior  olBoeia  soum  forthH  iadw*' 
menCs  and  incentirea  to  abstinence  froni  ill  intDi- 
icatiug  liquors. 

Mr.  OomKiT  rwoaiked  that  this  snbject  hid 
been  already  referred  to  tbe  Committee  on  Xt 
ftary  Affairs,  but  they,  mider  the  imprasioa 
that  it  was  not  within  Uieir  province  to  rspott 
with  respect  to  the  navy^merely  reported  widi 
respect  to  the  army.  They  made  a  bronUt 
report  in  r^ard  to  tbe  army;  anditwsabs' 
canse  they  dedbied  reporting  on  the  othr 
branch  of  the  service,  that  be  oSeni  thii  ras- 
Intion  to  refer  the  inquiry  to  the  Oommhtee « 
Naval  Affurs. 

Hr.  HovnuN  said  that  no  man  oonld  rcjoiK 
more  than  he  would  If  tbe  use  of  ardeot  (piiitt 
were  discontinued  in  the  navy  of  the  United 
States;  nor  was  any  man  more  convinoed  tiun 
he  was  c^  its  i^jnrions  eSbcts.  Bnt  this  on^ 
to  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  individnal*,  for  ba 
believed  that  no  regulations  would  (ffett  tlx 
ol^Jeot  whit^  the  bouOTsble  nMver  of  Ihs  me- 
lution  has  in  view.    The  resolnticm,  it  sppeii^ 


which  Oapti^  Bad]  I 
demned.  Mr,  H.  said  that  when  liw  pwp" 
oonld  proenre  good  wine,  oltkoni^itisDOtM 
strong  a  drink,  yet  tiiey  would  not  id  fv 
whiskey.  With  all  our  onxietj  it  would  bt 
found  that  any  regnlattODS  wo  con  uilnrfMS 
will  be  improcticaSle.  The  matter  sbonld  U 
left  optional  with  the  offioers  and  ssikn  tbta- 
selves ;  and  tbe  example  aet  to  them  br  <^ 
people,  and  the  JndgmeBt  of  the  eomtrj,  "U 
be  more  effeetoaf  than  any  regulatkas  ve  oa 
ad<^  It  may  be  eroedicnt  (Mid  lb.  B) 
to  make  onr  Bailors  oold-water  drisken  Be 
did  not  think  BO.  He  fbored  it  would  have  As 
effeot  of  reducing  thdr  (dBdewy,  of  iBquii^ 
the  oonrage,  the  senerosi^,  ana  braveiy,  w 
all  the  other  qoi^oations  tnddental  to  »* 
character  of  our  navy.  If  by  the  lesolstiai » 
Is  intended  to  dispense  entirely  witii  the  use  <« 
ardent  spirits  In  onr  navy,  the  oWec*  ««* 
not,  in  his  opinion,  be  obtained.  &  snj  gw 
tleman  will  point  out  some  piatticol  tamt 
whereby  to  do  away  with  this  pnak»~» 
cause  some  praetieal  measure  will  be  dbw^ 
—he  would  wilUn^  give  it  his  support.   h» 
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ealled  on  anf  gratleman  to  point  oat  k  praoti- 
eol  scheiDe.  He  felt  Indebted  to  the  hnmudtr 
of  the  gentlemea  who  bronght  this  sabject  nn- 
der  consideration ;  bnt  he  reputed  that  he 
waaled  them  to  Bend  to  the  committee  some 
practical  Bohema  to  effect  their  object^  which 
the  committoe  oonld  report ;  othermie  aU  their 
good  and  hmnana  intentions  would  ev^wrate, 
and  the  adoptioa  of  these  regulations  woold 
not  be  attended  with  any  pnaUoal  resolts.  No 
one  in  the  sorrice  was  now  oUiged  to  drink 
ardent  spirits,  and  he  thonzht  its  disoontinnaiuie 
could  not  be  enforced  with  advantage. 

Mr.  WioKUFTK  Bald  he  did  not  ^dieve  that 
any  praetioal  resnits  would  be  derired  from  the 
adoiiti<m  of  thiB  resolution.  He  did  not  like 
the  introduction  of  sach  topics  into  thiB  Hall ; 
and,  when  he  said  so,  he  did  not  intend  any 
diHT«epect  to  the  gentieman  who  moved  the 
resolntioQ.  He  knew  (he  stud)  that  temperanee 
■ocietiea  of  ladies  and  f^ntlemen  had  been  es- 
tablished tbronghont  the  oonnt^,  and  he  did 
not  doabt  the  benevolenoe  of  their  efforts  to 
prevent  the  nae  of  ardent  spiiitB.  He  ol^eoted 
to  tbem  for  one  resson  only.  What  (he  asked) 
would  the  fatore  historian  of  this  country  hare 
to  eaj  when  he  should  be  called  npon  to  write 
tiie  history  of  the  events  of  the  early  part  of 
the  nineteenth  oentnry  f  Will  he  not  describe 
us  as  a  nation  of  drunkards  t  That  historian 
would  say,  to  snoh  an  extent  hod  this  vioe  been 
carried,  that  ladies  formed  themselves  into  so- 
cietiea  for  the  promotion  of  temperance,  and 
for  the  sappression  of  the  vice  of  drankenneaB. 
He  hoped  that  to  such  a  description  of  the  state 
of  our  society,  erroneous  in  point  of  fact,  Oon- 
sraas  wonld  not  cive  its  false  sanction  by  legis- 
utin^  on  this  suDJeot,  and  especially  when  no 
praoDcal  benefit  can  arise  tnm  the  adoption  of 
this  resolution. 

lb*.  W.  moved  to  lay  the  resolntion  on  the 
toMe,  bnt  subsequently  withdrew  it  at  the  re- 
qoest  of 

]£r.  DuTTOir,  who  said  the  gentleman  from 
Sew  York  (Mr.  Homcui)  is  opposed  to  the 
resolution,  because  he  thinks  what  it  seeks  for 
cannot  be  aocomplished.  He  says,  that  in  the 
Kaval  Committee  the  subject  has  been  more 
than  onoe  considered,  and  that  no  practical 
mode  ooourred  to  its  members,  by  which  they 
ooold  pat  a  stop  to  intemperance  in  the  navy 
or  marme  corps ;  that  he  deplored  its  ezistenoe 
as  productive  cf  the  most  iqinrioua  oonse- 
quenoes,  and  would  gladly  eradicate  it,  if  it 
were  in  his  power  to  do  so.  He  added,  that 
whiskey,  in  moderate  quantity,  was  not  preju- 
dicial ;  that  it  was  sometimes  necessary  to  uie 
health  and  vigor  of  the  seamen ;  that  it  onght 
not,  therefore,  to  be  altogether  interdicted; 
and  that  ha  placed  no  reliance  in  legislation  as 
a  remedy  for  the  evil  complained  of.  The  snr- 
geons  and  the  officers  In  the  army  and  the  navy 
tsQ  ns,  OS  will  be  seen  by  documents  which 
hare  been  laid  npon  onr  tables,  that  ardent 
spirits  never  contribute  to  the  health  or  per- 
manent comfort  of  the  sulor  or  the  soldier; 
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and  that  the  intemperate  use  of  them,  iu  a 
greater  degree  than  all  other  causes  combined, 
occasions  crimes,  insnbordinBtion,  punisbjuents, 
diseases,  and  deaths.  Admitting,  then,  that  a 
small  (juantity  of  strong  liquor  is  not  injurious, 
as  it  IB  not  beneficial,  no  reasons  exist  for 
drinking  iL  But  it  cannot  hare  escaped  our 
observation,  that  its  habitual  consumption,  even 
in  moderation,  too  freqneuUy  excites  a  desire  for 
more,  and  gradually  leads  to  the  Eroesest  eicesB. 
Unob  as  I  deprecate  the  baleful  conseqnoncee 
of  drunken  debanchei?,  I  entirely  concur  with 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  in  the  impolicy 
of  endeavoring  to  correct  it  by  a  prohibitory 
law,  which  mirht  ruse  a  spirit  of  discontent, 
counteracting  the  ol^ect  of  tiie  law.  I  am  op- 
posed to  sodden  and  violent  innovations.  Rrf- 
onnation  must  commence  with  the  delinquent 
himself.  If,  by  appealing  to  the  moral  sense  of 
the  sailor,  by  dimmishing  the  temptations  to 
which  he  is  exposed,  by  increasing  his  comforts, 
and  adding  to  nis  pecuniary  stipend,  an  impres- 
Aoa  can  be  made  upon  him,  hopes  may  be  enter- 
talnedthattbeimpresHonwillbedurable.  Tho8« 
powerful  inducements  to  human  action,  self- 
respect  and  interest;  may  thus  he  brought  to 
operate  npon  him.  And  this  conrse,  according 
to  the  lai^age  of  the  resolution  of  the  gentle- 
man from  New  Jersey,  (Mr.  OoBDicrr,)  is  all 
that  is  required  tttxa  this  House.  That  from 
it  beneficial  effects  may  be  calculated  upon,  has 
been  demonstrated  by  several  instances,  in 
which  it  has  proved  sncoeesful  in  the  army,  in 
the  navy,  and  in  out  merchant  ships. 

The  gentleman  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Wioe- 
livfb)  is  adverse  to  the  resolution,  because  he 
conoeives  it  to  have  originated  in  temperance 
sodeties,  or  similar  assouationB,  from  which 
hare  issued  numerona  memralals  and  petitions 
of  a  cert^  oast,  with  which  our  tables  hare 
been  frequently  covered.    Sir,  ni 


alludes.  I  can  assure  him,  tliat  the  only  i>er- 
sons  with  whom  I  have  had  any  oommunioraon 
relative  to  the  subject  before  ns,  are  physidans 
in  the  army  and  nary  and  military  offlcars. 
But  were  it  otherwise — were  this  resolution 
pressed  upon  us  hy  risionaries  and  theorists. 

Chins  their  abstract  notions  of  morality  and 
evdenoe  to  frmatdoal  or  ridioolous  extremes; 
if  it  ocntatoad  raggeations  uaeftil  and  practical, 
I  wonld  listen  to  than.  Whether  we  shall  be 
enabled,  by  any  means  whioh  we  can  devise,  to 
effect  what  is  contemplated  by  the  resolution,  I 
will  not  undertake  to  determine.  It  is  our 
duty  to  make  the  effort.  If  we  fall,  we  shall 
have  the  consolation  of  reflecting,  that  we  have 
attempted  to  check  the  progress  of  a  vice  which 
renders  ita  victims  not  only  useless  and  disgust- 
ing, but  a  burthen  upon  society.  If  we  suc- 
ceed, thongh  snocess  may  be  only  partial,  wa 
shall  improve  the  intellectual,  and  moral,  and 

fhyBioal  condition  of  our  army  and  our  navy, 
trust,  therefore,  that  tiie  resolution  will  be 
adopted,  and  that  an  opportnnity  will  be  afford- 
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ed  for  m&kiDg  an  experiment,  bj  which  much 
ma;  be  gainea,  and  fVom  which  no  possible  in- 
jnTf  can  result. 

Mr,  HoFFiUN  rose  to  reply,  bnt  the  ezpira- 
tioa  of  the  boor  out  short  the  debate. 

SxTUSDAT,  February  S7. 

Ardent  Spiritt  in  the  2favf/, 

The  Hoase  resomed  the  coDsideration  of  the 

reaolatioiis  moved  by  Mr.  Oomnai  oa  the  25th 

instant;  when 

A  moUoD  waa  made  by  Hr.  Ohiltod  to 
amend  the  said  resolutions,  by  striking  oat  ttom 
the  word  "  Kesolved,"  in  the  first  resolntion,  to 
the  end  of  the  last  TesolnUon,  and  inserting  the 
following ; 

"  Th&t  tbe  Comnuttee  on  yaral  AfiUra  be ! 
ed  to  inquire  nbetiier  the  public  interest  and  the 
eaoBS  of  morsUtT  would  be  moat  eBecIualij  promot- 
ed, by  emphatically  prohibiting  the  use  of  ardent, 
vinous,  and  other  fenneoted  liquors  in  the  navy  of 
the  United  Stales,  by  tbe  oSceis  and  seamen  be- 
longing thereto,  or  by  permitting  a  conUnuatioc  of 
the  practice  of  issuing  themas  rations  In  said  Bsrrlce. 

"  Raolvtd,ftirtbar,  That,  in  the  eTenl  said  com- 
mittee Bhall  be  of  opinion  that  it  la  eipedient  to 
continue  the  ration  aforesaid,  in  tbe  naval  eiCablish- 
ment,  they  bo  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  providing  some  mode  for  procuring  the  dis- 
GODtinuance  of  tbe  lue  of  ardent,  vinous,  and  other 
fermented  liquors  in  the  varioua  civil  departments, 
and  among  the  members  of  Congress,  and  others 
holding  offices  of  either  trust,  honor,  or  profit,  un- 
der the  authority  of  the  people  of  the  United  States." 

Mr.  Ohiltoh  said  that  be  was  proad  to  hail 
the  present  day  as  a  day  of  "  Retrenohmeut  and 
B«£>rm ; "  and  indeed  bo  many  evidences  had 
been  nven  of  a  diq>osition  to  accomplisii  each, 
that  It  would  now  amotmt  almost  to  moral 
treason  to  dispute  the  rapid  and  mystical  prog- 
ress of  either.  So  &r  as  relates  to  "  Betrench- 
ment,"Qponameregne9a,(BwdMr.  0.,)  I  should 
aappose  that  not  more  than  one  hondied  thou- 
sand  dollars  have  been  expended  in  argning  the 
question  in  its  variona  ramifications,  while  not 
one  solitary  dollar,  so  far  as  I  am  advised,  or 
can  understand,  has  been  saved  to  the  Govern- 
ment. I  am  much  sniprisod,  sir,  to  discover 
gentlemen,  as  I  humbly  think,  so  vastly  incon- 
sistent, and  yet  so  externally  sensitive,  and 
ferociously  virtuous.  These  "  American  system 
gentlemen,"  both  by  precept  and  example, 
adopt,  in  my  opinion,  a  doctrine  wholly  at  war 
with  the  provisions  of  the  present  proposition, 
and  Ihdr  former  declarations.  They  have  been 
clamoroos  for  tbe  "Tarifi',"  the  encouragement 
of  "Bomestio  Industry,"  and  an  increase  of 
the  duties  on  tbe  importation  of  articles  manu- 
factured abroad.  One  of  the  staples  of  the 
Western  country  is  whiskey,  into  which,  by 
distillation,  the  farmers  convert  their  immense 
surplus  of  com,  rye,  fruit,  dto.  To  have  a  mar- 
ket for  this  article,  we  mnst  have  oonsimierfi ; 
to  prevent  its  consumption,  no  le^ative  sanc- 
tion can  he  adet|uate.  Sir,  I  am  no  friend  to 
Intemperance,  either  ou  land  or  at  sea;  bat  I 
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think  it  infinitely  better  to  abandon  the  vottrj 
of  intemperance  to  his  fate,  than  to  abridge  tb« 
natnral  hherties  of  man. 

I  make  the  remark,  and  I  make  it  serioralj, 
that  legislaUon  upon  this  subject  is  as  useleis  ■ 
was  tbe  attempt  of  King  Oanut«,  who,  flaltcnd 
by  his  conrtiera,  commanded  the  "tide  to  re- 
cede," and  was  wdl  nigh  Dverwhdmed  ii  its 
waves,  before  be  discovered  his  premnptiaD 
and  folly. 


and  it  appeared  tbe  object  of  the  gentlNuan  raa 
merely  to  indul^  his  humor.  The  ^leaker, 
neverthelesB,  decided  that  tii.  Ceoltos  wi*  in 
order.  Whereupon,  he  piooeeded  asfdlows:] 
Vi.  Speaker:  I  must  sak  the  gentleman'a 

fardon  for  his  polite  interruption  <tf  me,  while 
was  sorely  not  Intermpling  him.  I  tmder^ 
stood  perfectly  well  what  1  had  intended  to  say. 
and  what  it  was  in  order  for  me  to  say;  and 
if  the  gentleman  will  look  more  deeply  uto  the 
question  presented,  and  anticipate  me  with 
Blower  prt^ess,  he  will  perceive  that  I  am  in 
good  eamcet,  and  not  playing  with  either  the 
feelings  or  time  of  tbe  Hooee.  But,  mr,  as  I 
before  remarked,  while  we  are  extending 
through  BO  boundless  a  range  the  work  of 
"Retrenchment,"  I  ^onld  be  gratified  to  de- 
spatch for  its  helpmate  the  &fr  nymph  "  Be- 
form."  Surely  its  way  is  lovely — its  dimenaiiHis 
being  smell,  and  the  company  of  a  twin-nsier 
cannot  be  nnacoeptahle. 

Whether  this  "reform"  in  the  navy  is  to  be 

charged  under  the  head  of  "  deansina  the  An- 

an  stable,"  or  whether  it  properlyniUs  under 

me  other  head,  I  will  not  pretend  to  say. 

it  I  will  say  that  tbe  l^ialation  is  as  partial 

its  effects  and  character,  as  was  that  whith 

I  witnessed  in  this  House  a  few  days  since ;  when 

gentlemen,  who  even  denied  me  the  yeas  and 

nays  upon  a  proposition  to  "  retrench  "  tbeir 

own  wages,  voted  to  discontinae  the  humble 

drau^htnnan  of  this  House.    I  am  deleimined 

in  this  case,  as  in  that,  to  try  the  liberality  U 

gentlemen,  and  to  ascertain  whetho'  they  tn 

as  willing  to  "retrench"  their  own  ollowanoM 

of  intoxicating  liquors,  as  they  are  to  limit  those 

of  others.    I  venture  to  predict  that  in  this,  aa 

in  the  instance  allnded  to,  there  will  be  op^oei- 

tion  to  having  the  question  token  by  yeas  and 

nays.    It  behooves  me  to  show  why  my  subsli- 

tnte  should  be  adopted.    It  is  here  attempted 

bargwn  with  men  to  become  "  virtuona.     I 

1  reminded,  sir,  of  a  maxim  which  I  leanKd 

an  early  age,  and  in  which  experience  ha) 

confirmed  me,  to  wit,  that  "  virtae  which  re- 

qnired  to  be  watched,  is  not  worth  watching." 

Vows  \a  be  temperate  (where  the  restraints  iio- 

posed  by  pnbiio  sentiment — by  the  endeannc 

and  heart-rending  tearswhich  often  flow  arouBQ 

the  domestic  fireside->aided  hy  the  claims  d 

helpleaa  innocence) — are  all  insufficient.     If  the 

'ide  of  character  cannot  avail,  money  cannot 

The  question  to  agree  to  this  amendnieDt  «u 

dedded  in  the  negative. 
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Mr.  PuBoi  then  uid,  lie  wasprepitred  to  ex- 
press hia  apinioiia  on  this  sabjeot;  bat  as  he 
presQined  tlie  Hoiue  had  heara  eooogh  on  it, 
be  mored  that  the  resolalioiu  lie  on  tbe  table ; 
whkh  motion  was  negatived — yeas  ST,  nays  108, 

The  preirioiu  qnesuon  was  called  for  b?  Ur. 
^TiRiam ;  sad,  being  demanded  b^  a  m^ority 
if  the  members  present,  the  preyioiu  qaeation 
raa  pal  and  earned ;  and 

Tlie  muQ  question  was  then  pot,  vis:  "  Will 
he  HooM  agree  to  therewlntions  as  moved  by 
It.  CoNDiDit"  And  passed  in  the  afflrmative. 


¥u)suDA.T,  Uarob  10. 
Judiciary  JBiU. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Buohakui,  the  Honse  then 
^Ived  itself  into  a  Committee  of  die  Whole, 
r.  CiUBBSLENO  in  the  chair,  and  lesmned  the 
■naideration  of  the  Jndioiarj  bill, 
Mr.  VioEUFFK  said:  The  constitntion  vests 
e  j  adicial  power  of  the  United  States  in  one 
preioe  Goart,  and  in  snch  inferior  ooorts  as 
ingress,  from  time  to  time,  ma;  ordMn  and 
ablish.  Whatever  inferior  conrts  Oongress 
dl  ordain  and  establish,  shoold  alike  extend 
imselves  to  the  whole  Union.  The  Hjgtem 
inld  be  one  Bjateroforall  the  States,  nmform 
its  character,  and  harmonicas  in  ita  action, 
\.t  the  commenoement  of  the  Govermnent, 
formitj  in  the  organization  of  thejudiciai7 
4uiment  wBS  preserved  thronghont  the  then 
-teen  States ;  and,  in  every  change  of  the 
:em  since  made,  nnifonnitj  has  been  sedn- 
ilj  preserved.' 
'or  a  moment  allov  me  to  call  jour  atten- 

to  the  historj  of  the  judicial  sjstem  of  the 
ted  States,  as  iUostrative  of  what  I  have 

apon  this  subject : 
1  1789,  GoagresSj  in  obedience  to  the  man- 

of  the  conatitntiott,  organized  the  Supreme 
rt,  and  eetabliahed  the  district  and  oiroait 
t'i  in  the  several  States,  aud  imparted  to 
I  feverslly  most  of  that  jnriadictJou  which 

have  since  ezeroised.  A  district  and  a 
lit  coart  was  established  in  each  State,  and 
iapreme  Court  was  oonstitnted  of  six  jos- 
Tbe  UnioQ  was  divided  into  three  cir- 
,  the  eastern,  middle,  and  southern  circuits. 
of  the  justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  were 
red  to  hold.  Jointly,  two  terms  in  each 

ia  each  of  the  States  besides  two  terms 
!  Supreme  Oonrt,  at  the  seat  of  Govem- 
lu  1?93,  the  Justioea  themselves,  in  a 
>rial  to  the  Presiaent  of  the  United  States, 
laiued  of  the  onerons  duties  exacted  of 
under  the  act  of  1789,  and  declared  their 
itr  to  perform  the  labor  which  that  act 
ed  upon  them.  This  memorial  was  made 
bject  of  Executive  communication  to  Con- 

aod,  in  that  year,  instead  of  three  cir- 
six  were  created,  and  one  jnatice  of  the 
me  Oonrt  was  required,  in  conjunction 
be  district  Judge,  to  hold  the  turooit  courts 
h  State,  twice  each  year. 
Voi_  X.— 43 
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At  that  time,  sir,  onr  population  did  not  ex- 
ceed ax  millions ;  onr  Union  was  composed 
of  thirteen  States;  the  banks  of  the  Ohio 
formed,  in  fact,  our  western  bonndsry.  The 
Congress  of  1T89  did  not  then  think  six  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court  were  more  than  neoeft- 
sary  to  the  discharge  of  the  high  duties  con- 
fided by  the  oooetitution  and  laws  to  that  tri- 
buuaL    The  judges  themselves,  and  the  Con- 

freas  of  1703,  bdieved  that  the  duties  imposed 
y  the  judiciary  act  of  17S9  were  too  onerons; 
and  they  divided  the  labor  of  the  circuit  duties. 
From  that  day  to  this  I  have  never  understood 
that  those  justices  had  not  enough  to  do.  In- 
deed, I  have  often  heard  it  said  they  had  more 
labor  to  perform  than  they  could  well  discharge, 
in  justice  to  themselves  and  to  the  country. 
Now,  sir,  when  the  nomber  of  States  has  nearly 
doubled  J  when  onr  [xipulation  has  increased 
from  six  to  twelve  millions;  when  onr  com- 
merce has  extended  itself  to  every  country  and 
dime ;  our  relations  at  political  commonities 
have  increased  in  importanoe,  and  every  day 
becoming  more  and  more  delicate ;  the  gentle- 
man from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Crawtobd,}  is' 
ready  to  starii  these  judges  upon  a  Judicial  race 
over  twenty-four  States  twice  in  each  year. 
The  gentleman  from  New  York,  (Mr.  Spenobb,) 
conscious  that  his  friend  from  Penm^Ivania  has 
exacted  more  than  hnman  labor  can  accomplish, 
stops  the  judges  at  the  limits  of  Alabama,  Mis- 
siasippi,  and  Louisiana,  and  proposes  to  ^ve  to 
these  States  a  provincial  jndge,  a  jndge  with 
foil  and  ample  salary,  but  ha  is  not  fiermitted 
to  take  his  seat  upon  the  Supreme  Bench,  that 
is,  the  judicial  aanetufn  aonetorum,  which  must 
not  be  contaminated  by  a  western  man.  The 
one  proposition  ia,  of  itself  utterly  hopeless  of 
success,  and  the  other  cannot  be  reguded, 
though  not  so  intended,  but  as  an  insult  to  the 
Stet^  who  are  thus  marked  by  the  exolnsioa 
alone  as  applicable  to  themselves.  A  system 
something  like  this  of  the  gentleman  from  New 
York,  was  reported  by  the  judiciary  committee, 
in  1828.  That  system,  however,  allowed  the 
provincial  jnatices,  when  it  should  please  Qod 
td  remove  by  death  any  of  the  then  justices  of 
the  Supreme  Court,  to  take  t^e  place  thns  va- 
cated. It  met  with  one  ifniversal  condemnation 
from  the  nine  western  States,  and  was  by  the 
committee  abandoned,  as  utterly  offensive  to 
those  whom  it  proposed  to  benefit.  Such,  I 
have  no  doubt,  wilt  be  the  &te  of  so  much  of 
the  amendment  of  the  gentieman  from  New 
York  as  proposes  to  send  to  these  three  prond 
and  gallant  States  a  provincial  judge. 

I  proceed,  sir,  with  the  history  from  which  I 
have  been  diverted  inamoment's reply  toapart 
of  the  opposition  to  the  bill  nnder  condderation. 
The  syatem  remained  under  the  organisation 
of  1732  until  that  eventful  period  in  the  political 
history  of  onr  conntry,  the  month  of  February, 
IBOl.  The  party  then  in  power,  but  which  was 
soon  to  retire,  nnder  the  indignant  frowns  of 
an  insulted  and  abused  people,  looked  to  QiB 
judicial  department  of  onr  Qovemment  aa  & 
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point  of  safe  retreat — s  point  from  whicli  Qiej 
ooald  reaew  their  assaults  upon  their  ood- 
qneror^  the  people ;  and  BDCceed  in  establishing 
priaoiplea  in  our  GoTemment,  which  the  oon- 
Dtitotioa  did  not  varruit,  and  which  the  people 
abhorred. 

In  that  year,  the  jndidal  ^fstem  of  the  United 
States  was  changed.  The  Sapreme  Ooort  was 
to  consist  of  the  six  justices  then  in  comnuaaion, 
to  discharge  appellate  duties  only.  Thns  sepa- 
rated from  the  Btatee,  and  the  people  of  the 
States,  the  jndses  were  destined  to  beoome  the 
mere  engines  or  power,  devoted  to  the  establish- 
ment  of  a  great  conaolidated  govemmeat,  and 
regarding  the  States  as  mere  corporate  ezial^ 
enoes,  deriving  their  power  from,  initead  of 
imparting  it  to,  the  Qeneral  GovenAuent. 

The  better  to  efi^t  this  grand  purpose,  »ix 
drcaitfl  were  enacted,  and  three  circuit  judges 
In  each  circuit  were  appointed,  besides  Uie 
district  judges  then  in  commission. 

It  will  o^  be  neceeaaT7  to  look  to  the  then 
■tate  of  the  times,  and  to  the  names  of  snch 
judges  as  were  commissioned,  some  in  the  hour 
of  midnight,  to  justify  the  inferences  vfaioh  I 
have  made. 

This  system  did  not  require  the  test  of  expe- 
rience to  satiafy  the  American  people  of  Its 
enormity — ita  want  of  adaptation  to  the  system 
of  government,  auoh  a«  the  Union  was  and 
ought  to  be ;  and  so  soon  as  tLey  conld  lay 
their  hands  upon  it,  they  erased  this  federal  cita- 
del to  the  foundation,  and  rebuilt  that  of  1789. 

Between  1789  and  J807,  Vermont,  Kentucky, 
Ohio,  and  Tennessee  had  been  admitted  into  the 
Union,  and,  in  the  latter  year,  (1807,)  a  aeventh 
justice  was  added  to  the  Sapreme  Ooort,  to 
reside  in  the  seventh  circuit,  and  to  bold  olronit 
ooorts  in  the  States  of  Ohio,  Kentnokj,  and 
Teimeasee.  Vermont  was  added  to  the  eastern 
drouit ;  end  thus  the  system  of  1789  was  made 
to  expand  itself,  and  to  embrace  these  four  new 
Btates,and  has  crailinued  from  that  time  to  the 


It  has  gtvea  to  onr  nation  a  character,  at 
home  and  abroad,  for  indidal  tntelligenoe  and 
weight  of  character,  which  the  genUemen  op- 
posed to  this  bill  havp  been  emnlons  of  each 
other  in  praising.  I  «dll  not  detract  from  the 
Just  cltums  of  our  national  judiciary,  nor  will  I 
qwak  of  it  Irreverently, 

I  hava  no  incense  to  bum  at  the  altar  of  any 
department  of  ^is  Gorermnent ;  and  If  I  had, 
it  would  not  bum  at  that  of  the  judiciary. 

That  department,  like  eveiT'  other,  la  filled 
by  men  liable  to  err,  and  responsible  to  the 

riple,  whom  I  regard  as  the  supreme  power 
this  GovemmenL  To  them  and  to  their 
will  I  acknowledge  my  obligations;  and,  in  Uie 
exeontion  of  that  will,  as  Qieir  representative,. 
I  will  speak  of  the  other  co-ordinate  depart- 
ments 01  their  Government  as  I  think  they  de- 
terre. 

This  is  in  theory,  and  should  be  in  practice, 
a  repreaentatiTe  Government,  in  all  its  depart- 
ments.     The   Exeeutive,  in    his    appropriate 


sphere,  is  no  lees  the  agent  or  representstite 
of  the  people,  than  the  members  of  this  'Btnat, 
though  his  fnnotions  are  different.  TheJndgH 
must  be  regarded  as  the  agents  or  repreeenta- 
tives  of  the  people,  In  the  discharge  of  thtir 
ftmctaons  in  the  jtidldal  d^partneot  of  tUs 
Government. 

The  docMm  which  repntUatea  the  idea  of 
repreaentationinthejudinal  department,  is  anti- 
repubtioan,  is  at  war  with  the  genlos  of  oar  in- 
stitntions.  Gentlemen  startle  at  the  idea  Ot 
Judicial  reMeeeotatJOD,  and  say  th<7  do  mt 
oomprebma  it.  If  they  do,  they  have  itot  dealt 
furly  by  thoM  who  believe  that  there  ou^t  to 
exist  in  that,  as  in  every  other  department,  the 
rewesentative  prindple. 

The  member  from  New  York  (Ur.  Sntne) 
to  be  astounded  at  its  mention.  He 
befbre  heard  of  the  idea  of  "  jndidsl  rm- 
resentation."  In  his  mind,  it  must  mem,  if  1 
have  his  words  oorrecU  j,  the  repreMStttiira  cf 
the  pr^udicee,  the  paseicnia,  and  the  UeHaiaol 
the  people.  There  is  a  class  of  polltidatts  ia 
this  country  who  have  always,  wheo  q)eakJK 
of  the  people,  supposed  them  to  be  govonea 
alone  by  pntjooioe,  pasatcn,  and  ftctioo.  I  viO 
not  say  that  the  gentleman  belongs  to  that  dim, 
but  he  will  p^don  me  for  entertdtdng  an 
opinion  more  favorable  of  the  intelligence  iod 
virtne  of  the  people.  They  are  e^^ilfl  of 
thinking,  reaaoidng,  and  aoldng,  free  firam  fn- 
jndioe  or  passion. 

The  other  gentleman  frnm  New  York  (Ur, 
Bfkboib)  repndiatea,  in  strong  terma,  as  whoQy 
impr<^>er,  the  idea  of  preserving  in  our  judici^ 
department  the  representative  principle.  In- 
deed, he  teems  to  go  farther  npoo  this  m^tet 
than  his  colleague.  He  would  have  the  judg* 
nnkoown  to  the  people,  and  the  people  imac- 
qnunted  with  the  Judge.  He  would  have  As 
Jnd^  In  order  to  preserve  him  from  ttM  eca- 
tammating  infinenoe  of  the  people  amcmg  wheal 
he  ia  to  administer  the  laws,  reside  as  far  « 
posdble  from  them,  to  be  sent  among  than  st 
a  ^stance  from  where  he  reddes. 

If  these  views  be  sound,  if  there  be  any  thine 
in  them  consistent  with  propriety,  and  in  b«i- 
mony  with  the  principles  of  our  GovenuMfl^ 
it  would  be  well  t«  test  them  by  experiment. 
Let  us  disband  our  own  jadicial  ootpo,  lud  csU 

ri  the  ohauoellor  of  England,  the  Judgd  <d 
oonrts  of  King's  bench  and  oommon  phe^ 
to  visit  OS,  and  dedde  upon  the  rifdits  and  libtf- 
ties  of  our  dttiens.  They  woold  he  a*  likdy  *> 
soy  set  of  men,  If  not  the  most  so^  to  pr«sran 
nntamished  the  new  and  pre-emuent  qnalil- 
cation  of  a  Jndg&  a  total  ignorance  d^  the  peo- 
ple (rf  the  Umted  States,  and  CMiaeqnently  lbs 
genlna  and  spirit  of  th«r  institntiMi^  vhid 
depend  upon  public  opinion  for  tbdrexoefioN 
and  pre-oninenoe  of  character. 

For  my  own  part,  I  am  wholly  avetw  to  th* 
idea  of  importing  jndges  as  we  import  oar  cattle 
under  the  nope  of  improving  their  breed. 

When  my  ndits  are  involved  in  a  Jadicial  coa- 
test,  I  like  to  know  something  of  toe  am  *te 
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ftre  abont  to  decide  npoa  them.  When  a  Judge 
is  known  to  tbe  people  among  whom  aod  for 
'whom  he  administers  Jnrtiee,  to  be  a  man  <^ 
high  duruter,  ondonbted  int^rit^,  and  legal 
Mtainments,  his  decisions  g^ve  s^efBctioa,  and 
inapiro  oonfideooe  in  the  public  rolnd.  Not  bo 
with  a  jodge  of  whom  the  people  know  noth- 
ing. 

I  will  tell  tbe  gentlemen  what  I  nndentand 
bjjndioial  repreBeatation. 

In  the  flnt  place,  as  thia  is  a  rspreaentatiTe 


jadges  reapontible 
about  to  form  a  oo 
term  of  tbeir  office,  and  remit  them  to  the  ap- 
pointing power,  at  stated  periods. 

To  oome  to  the  qaeatioii  now  onder  disoos- 
sian :  In  the  organlcation  of  a  oonrt,  such  as 
that  of  the  Union,  whose  jarisdiotion  ia  defined 
bj  the  Constitution  of  tbe  United  States,  whoee 
powers  are  co-extensive  with  tbe  boondtries  of 
twentjr-fonr  distinct  and  sovereign  States,  the 
nme  system  sbonld  be  extended  to  each  State. 
Ia  malung  the  appointments  to  office,  I  would 
look  to  the  vanons  geogn^bioal  dividona  of 
these  sorereign  communities^  and  I  would  make 
the  seleotions  from  among  the  dtisena  of  those 
States,  with  a  view  to  give  to  eaoh  its  due  and 
relatiTe  proportion  and  wdght  in  thejodioial 
department  To  illnstrate  mj  idea,  I  would  ex- 
tend the  present  judicial  system  to  those  six,  I 
might  sar  nine  States,  to  which  it  has  not  been 
extended.  I  woold  give  to  those  States,  when 
divided  into  proper  oironits,  a  jndge  selected 
ttoax  among  the  citizens  of  those  States  to  re- 
aide  within  the  respective  circuita,  and  admin- 
ister Jnstioe  in  tbe  inferior  courts,  and  to  re- 
pair, once  in  each  year,  to  the  seat  of  Govem- 
ment,  bringing  with  them  each  a  knowledge  of 
the  local  taws  and  Judicial  decisions  of  the  re- 
flective Btatee,  and,  if  gentlemen  will  have  it  so, 
popacaaing,  in  common  with  the  people,  those 
principles  of  government,  and  attachments  to 
onr  institationa,  so  necessarf  to  make  a  man 
either  a  good  politician  or  a  sound  Judge. 

To  illnstrate  myideaofjudicialrepreaentotion 
further,  I  need  only  advert  to  the  fact  that  your 
oonit  ia  now  oompoaed  of  seven  judges — six  of 
whom  reside  on  this  side  the  monntains,  and 
administer  justice  in  oonrts  of  original  Jnris- 
^ction  in  States  containing  a  population  of 
tboat  seven  millions,  while  nine  St^ee,  with  a 
population  titUe  short  of  five  millions,  is  left 
with  bnt  a  single  Judge,  and  he  confined  to 
tiiree  oat  of  the  nine  States. 

If  the  honorable  gentleman  will,  for  the  sake 
of  the  argument,  imagine  tbe  entire  vaoanOT  cf 
the  Snpreme  Bench,  and  that  the  Freudent 
would  be  weak  or  wioked  enough  to  appoint 
the  whole  seven  from  the  State  of  Kentucky  or 
Ohio,  and  the  Oongreaa  of  the  United  States 
ut^nst  enough  to  say,  l>y  its  legialadon,  that,  in 
the  six  New  England  Statea,  and  in  the  "great 
State  "  of  New  York,  there  should  not  be  held 
a  eircnit  court,  they  will  then  have  ajuat  oon- 


oeption  of  my  idea  of  jadidal  representation. 
My  word  for  it,  sb,  if  that  were  Uie  ease,  and 
it  were  neoeasary  to  extend  the  system  to  these 
States,  to  increase  the  number  of  Judges  to  nine 
or  ten,  this  bill  wonld  pass. 

I  put  it  to  the  candor  of  gentlemen  to  say,  if 
it  is  consistent  with  their  own  notions  of 
equality  in  the  States,  with  their  own  notions 
of  JoHtiee  to  the  people  west  of  the  Alleghany, 
that  the  present  system,  limited  as  it  ia,  HhsJl 
rem^n  wlien  theee  Sta^  in  their  sovereign 
character,  present  tb^  high  oUms  to  the  OoD- 
grees  of  the  United  States,  demanding  the  ex- 
tension of  this  system  to  Hiem,  and  ddndng, 
as  they  have  a  right  to  dum,  an  equal  partit^- 
pation  in  the  admimstratioa  of  this  Govern- 
ment in  all  its  departmente. 

TscBtDAT,  March  II. 

The  Honsa  thenresnmed  theoonaideratJon  of 
the  following  resolution,  submitted  yesterds? 
by  Ur.  Afdibsox  : 

"  liMolvti,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and 
Ueans  be  iustrvcted  to  bring  In  a  bill  allawing  a 
drawback  of  nine  cents  per  ^llon  on  aH  ram  ms- 
tilled  in  this  coontry  from  foreign  moIaMes,  whan 
■ucti  mm  ia  exported  to  a  foreign  country." 

Ur.  AansBSOB'  said  he  was  aware  tliat  It  waa 
the  genera]  praotioe  of  this  Hotue  to  instmot 
its  oommittee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
adopting  a  measure,  rather  than  to  instruct 
them  to  bring  in  a  bill ;  bnt  as  the  Oommittee 
of  Ways  and  Uesns  had  brought  in  a  bill  em- 
bracing the  sobjeot  matter  of  this  reaolnlion, 
and  as  that  bill  waa  rejected  by  the  House,  thi& 
or  any  other  oommitteie,  he  t^praheaded,  wonld 
not  deem  it  expedient  to  act  again  on  this  sub- 
ject, unless  they  were  under  the  eapedM  direo- 
tion  of  the  Hotue ;  and  Ur.  A.  deemed  It  due 
to  the  Eonse  to  say,  that,  if  the  satdeot  of  tUa 
resolution  had  hem  presented,  unoonneoted 
with  other  matters  and  had  been  acted  on  by 
the  House,  he  should  so  far  respect  anch  decis- 
ion, aa  not  agun  to  agitate  uie  sutiject  this 
seaaion.  But,  as  many  gentlemen  aai^  or 
thought  they  saw,  objections  to  some  of  the 
items  of  that  bill,  andvotedtorqjecttho  whole, 
who,  Ur.  A.  believed,  were  dimrased  to  aoatain 
this  resolution,  he  anbmitted  it  in  tlua  shwe, 
deemins  it  as  well  to  take  the  sense  of  tbe 
House  Erectly  (m  the  proposition  to  bring  in  a 
bill,  as  to  take  the  opinion  of  the  Eonse  uter  a 
bill  is  introdooed. 

3  (sud  Ur.  A.)  prop 

topro 
tect  domestio  indnstry.  This  resolution  refatea 
immediatdy  to  the  mantdkctnrer,  and  propoaea 
to  restore  him  in  oart  to  the  ritnalioa  in  which 
that  tariff  found  him,  and,  if  adt^ted,  will  not 
only  aid  the  maunfaetorcr,  bnt  variona  other 
important  branches  of  American  indusby. 
The  reaolatioQ  does  not  place  thia  dass  of 
mannfactorers  in  a  aitnation  as  good  as  they 
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wen  before  the  pasaage  of  the  lav,  far  it  still 
loavea  them  oppr«8sea  with  the  woole  of  the 
enonnoaB  increased  dutj  on  the  raw  material 
used  bjr  them,  which  mnit  still  be  paid  if  the 
article  ia  ODUsumed  ia  this  coantry ;  hot  as  it 
will  open  the  foreign  market  for  their  mano' 
fisrctnred  goods,  it  wul  be  a  erest  relief  both  to 
this  claBB  of  citizens  and  to  the  comraercial  in- 
terest of  our  ooontiy.  Before  the  passage  of 
the  tariff  of  1S28,  the  dut;  on  molasses  was  five 
cents  per  gallon ;  then  a  drawback  was  allow- 
ed of  foor  cents  on  each  gallon  distilled  into 
nun,  and  sent  out  of  the  coontr;.  The  dnt;  ia 
now  ten  cents  per  gallon ;  and  this  resolation 
proposes  to  allow  a  drawback  of  nine  oents  per 
gallon  on  all  rum  made  from  this  molasses  when 
it  is  exported,  still  having  the  donble  dnt;  to 
be  paid  on  all  that  shall  be  used  in  this  coontry. 
I  cannot  conceive  what  rational  o^ection  can 
be  urged  to  the  re-establishment  of  this  draw- 
back. We  grantadebentoreeqQal  to  thednty 
on  the  eame  article  distilled  bj  foreigners  and 
in  a  foreign  land,  while,  by  our  law,  as  it  now 
stands,  we  refose  it  to  onr  citizens,  and  yet  we 
please  onrselTes  with  the  idea  that  we  are  pro- 
tecting American  industry.  When  this  draw- 
back was  repealed.  It  was  done  with  the  ex- 
pectation of  helping  the  whiskey  diatiller.  It 
was  thonght  that  it  would  increase  the  demand 
and  price  of  whiskey,  and  thereby  aid  the  grain 
grower.  We  have  now  tried  Uie  experiment 
nearly  two  years,  lud  I  beilieve  all  are  oon- 
vinoed  that  ita  expected  baneflta  have  not  been 
realized.  Does  whiskey  find  a  more  ready  sale 
or  better  price  than  it  found  before  the  tariff  of 
1828?  Or  haa  the  demand  and  prioe  of  gr^ 
improved  sinoe  tMt  period,  in  oonsequence  of 
this  reetriction  on  the  distUlation  of  molaasea? 
I  believe,  ur,  if  we  takeevery  price  onrrent  which 
has  been  published  since  Jime,  1828,  we  shall 
find  that  neither  whiskey  nor  grun  has  im- 
proved one  cent,  but,  on  the  contrary,  both  have 
alien  greatly  in  price.  If  then,  the  repeal  of 
this  drawback  has  not  answered  the  expecta- 
tions of  those  who  voted  for  it ;  if  it  has  not 
benefited  the  interest  it  was  thoo^t  it  would 
snbeerve ;  if  it  does  good  to  no  one,  and  a  posi- 
tive injury  to  some,  why  shonld  we  not  restore 
the  protection,  and  again  extend  to  this  class  of 
our  mannfactnrera  the  encouragement  we  pro- 
fess to  extend  to  all  others.  U  we  wish  to  in- 
troduce the  more  general  use  of  whiskey,  and 
thereby  aid  so  much  of  the  grain  market  as  is 
used  in  this  article,  it  is  cert^ly  expedient  to 
open  a  paasage  through  which  this  ram  may  go 
out  of  the  coontry,  and  give  place  to  the  con- 
BtUQptdon  of  whiskey.  The  effect,  and  only 
effect,  this  repeal  of  the  drawback  has,  is  to 
Niooarage  and  ud  the  foreign  distiller,  at  the 
expense  and  to  the  destruction  of  the  American 
distiller,  to  confine  Uus  mm  to  our  own  mar- 
ked force  it  to  compete  with  onr  domestic  spirit 
made  of  grain,  and,  so  far  as  this  competition 
can  go,  to  destroy  the  market  for  whiskey  at 
home.  If  we  honestly  intend  to  enoourage  do- 
mestic indnstry,  and  enable  onr  mannfactnrerv 
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to  compete  with  for^^  manoiaGtnreii,  we 
ought  to  allow  our  dtuena  to  obtain  the  mr 
m^rial  on  aa  good  terms  as  the  foreigiw. 
Let  our  duties  on  impcrts  be  what  they  mn,  it 
is  for  the  int«reet  of  the  maaofacttirer  and  fttr 
the  country  to  encourage  the  export  of  all  nuh 
imports  aa  by  onr  labor  and  skill  shall  be  nude 
of  double  value  to  the  foreign  pnrchaser;  and 
the  eiport  will  not  be  »o  well  enoooragcd  ia 
any  way,  as  by  allowing  a  return  of  the  duties 
pud  on  the  raw  material  when  it  is  exported  ia 
the  manufactured  article.  While  we  have  com- 
merce oargoea  mnat,  in  some  way  or  oQier,  b« 
made  up;  and  as  long  as  it  is  necoosaijlwi 
profitable  voyage  to  make  a  part  or  the  wb^ 
of  a  cargo  of  nun,  so  long  will  mm  beobtaiiMd, 
and  continue  to  be  an  article  of  merchandise 

It  is  not  merely  for  the  distiller  that  m 
should  pass  this  resolution,  hot  for  other  extoi- 
sive  branches  of  indnstry  that  will  receive  grat 
relief  and  support  from  it.  Everr  bnawli  of 
indnstry  oonneoted  with  the  West  Indian  trade 
will  be  relieved,  revived,  and  protected  by  iL 
And  let  me  here  remind  the  House,  that  ire 
never  had  cause  of  complaint,  and  never,  so  bx 
as  my  knowledge  extends,  have  oomplauHd  of 
this  trade.  It  ba  trade  of  fair,  free,  unrestrict- 
ed exchange.  It  ia  a  market  for  any  thing  ne 
ohoose  to  send  ont;  and  many  articles  that 
now  form  a  valuable  part  of  the  exports  of  onr 
country  would  be  nearly,  if  not  qnita,  worthlcn 
withoot  this  trade.  We  can  in  this  market  ex- 
change what  is  of  litUe  or  no  value  to  nt  herc^ 


bnt  oDt  of  which,  if  we  do  sot  tie  up  oar  hi. 
by  restrictitms  and  prohibitions,  we  can  make 
aa  important  and  valoable  article  of  ezpocL 
Sir,  this  trade  ia  worthy  of  all  enoouragemeDt. 
It  gives  life  and  employment  to  a  vast  amoDnt 
of  the  labor  and  industry  of  this  oonntiy.  On 
this  trade  the  Inmberman,  millman^  ghip  car- 
penter, fisherman,  and  sailor  are  almost  entiidy 
d^>endent  for  employment;  and  tha«  i>  do 
class  of  men  in  this  country  more  deMrring  rf 
our  protectioa  than  these,  if  severe,  hudj,  and 
nnremitting  labor  can  entitie  them  to  onr  j«e- 
tection.  Sir,  the  life  of  the  northern  sailor  and 
fisherman  is  too  well  known  to  require  any 
comments  from  me.  Eardier  beings  never 
fioated  on  the  ocean.  But  the  life  and  hsrd- 
ships  of  the  lumberman,  I  believe,  are  known 
to  very  few  on  this  floor.  We  should  think  u 
army  making  a  winter  campfuen  in  the  stoRps 
of  our  northern  frontier  entitled  to  onr  sympa- 
thy and  applause  for  the  sufferings  and  hard- 
ships that  must  nnavoidably  be  endured  thnn^ 
the  severity  of  winter.  Trying  and  severe  as 
may  be  such  a  service,  it  is  no  narder  than  th* 
Inmberman  enduT«a  aa  regularly  as  the  winter 
oomea.  In  November,  or  the  first  of  Decoabtf, 
these  men  go  into  the  forest  with  their  teami 
and  provisions,  oonstract  a  rode  camp,  hardy 
sufficient  to  break-  off  the  wind,  while  they 
sleep  on  a  bundle  of  straw,  or  as  often  on  tte 
boogtu  of  the  pine,  and  work  from  dayli^t 
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iiDtil  dark,  in  tlie  snowi  of  the  forest,  nntil  the 
riven  open  in  the  spring.  Vhen  the  enoir 
melts,  and  the  ice  of  the  streama  breaks  up,  thej 
commit  their  Inmber  to  the  river,  ana  oloae 

their  wint«r'H  work  with  a  labor  that  do  men 
but  those  accustomed  to  repose  oomfortabl;  on 
a  snow-hank  could  endure  for  a  sinsle  week. 
Day  after  dav,  and  week  after  week,  these  men 
■re  immerBOQ  in  the  river,  when  the  water  is 
as  cold  as  ice  and  snow  can  make  it;  their  gar- 
ments are  a  perfect  sheet  of  Ice,  and  the  com- 
fort of  a  iff  jacket  is  onknown  to  them ;  and 


the 


yet  yon  find  them  hardy  and  healthy  : 
Hondreds  may  be  fonnd  now  engaged  ii 
forests,  with  conalitntions  firm  and  nnimpaired, 
who  have,  for  more  than  forty  winters  in  suc- 
cession, been  engaged  in  this  service.  I  believe, 
too,  sir,  that  yoa  will  not  find,  in  any  other 
description  of  milla,  such  constant,  unceasing 
labor  as  in  oar  lumber  mills.  The  saw  is  mn- 
ning  ooatinnally  day  and  night — the  mlllmen 
relieving  each  other  at  six  in  the  morning  and 
tax  in  the  evening,  as  regrtlar  as  a  watch  at  sea, 
and  the  labor  is  as  nnintermpted  andnnceaslng 
ftB  is  the  motion  of  the  current  that  turns  the 
wheel  This,  sir,  is  the  labor  and  these  the 
men  that  any  relief  given  to  the  West  India 
trade  will  aid ;  and  I  ask  yon  if  these  men,  who 
breathe  the  pore  January  northwester,  are  not 
as  Tahiable  to  yon  In  peace  or  war,  and  as  mnoh 
entitled  to  your  consideration,  asuiose  who  are 
inhaling  the  confined  atmosphere  of  a  crowded 
manufacturing  establishment! 

Ko  article  of  export  employs  so  mnch  tonnage 
in  proportion  to  its  value  m  aWest  India  cargo, 
ana  the  cargo  obtained  in  exchange.  A  vessel  that 
■will  carry  out  a  cargo  of  cotton  or  manufactured 
Eoods,  worth  from  tifty  to  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars,  wonld  be  fully  freighted  by  one-thirtieth 
to  one-fiftieth  of  that  som  in  lumber,  and  so 
with  a  retnm  cargo  of  molasses;  and  yet  she 
will  employ  as  many  seamen,  and  dve  double 
the  employ  to  landsmen,  who  live  by  loading, 
discharging,  and  tendingon  vessels, for  she  wul 
make  two  voyages  to  the  other's  one,  and  add 
as  much  to  the  naval  strength  of  the  country  as 
the  rich  freighted  ship;  and  a]l  her  repairs  are 
made  In  this  country,  the  West  Indies  being 
more  expensive  ports  to  repur  in.  Not  so 
with  the  Enropean  trader,  she  obtains  her  re- 
purs  and  equipment  abroad:  for,  by  reason  of 
the  enormous  duties  Imposed  on  every  article 
necessary  to  the  outfit  of  a  ship,  it  is  for  the 
interest  of  oar  merchant  to  refit  and  eqnip  his 
ship  abroad. 

This  material,  nsed  by  the  distiller,  b  as  mnch 
the  produce  of  onr  soil  as  the  whiskey  which 
the  firmer  gets  in  exchange  for  his  grwn,  the 
produce  of  his  soil.  We  exchange  onr  lumber, 
which  is  the  fruit  of  onr  labor,  for  molasses; 
and  without  this  exchange  tbe  whole  of  onr 
tndnstry  engaged  in  this  branch  of  bnainess 
must  stop.  In  the  prosecution  of  this  trade, 
tbe  graia  grower  is  more  benefited  than  he  can 
be  D7  making  bis  grain  into  wlilskey;  for, 
vtiite  the  lumberman  and  the  roiUman  are 
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engaged  in  procnring  and  mannfactoring  the 
ontward  cargo,  the  mariner  in  transportmg  it 
to  market^  and  bringing  home  the  return  ctrgo, 
the  distiller  in  converting  it  into  mm,  and  Uie 
mariner  again  exporting  Uiis  mm  abroad,  they, 
and  the  Slip  aa^>enter,  and  their  depuidanta. 
are,  of  necessity,  consumers  of  tbe  gr^  raised 
by  other  hands.  Borne  of  this  industry  haa 
been  diverted  already  by  the  operation  of  the 
tari^  and  been  turned  to  raising  gridn;  and 
unless  yon  restore  this  drawback,  a  still  greater 
number  will  be  forced  from  their  aoonstomed 
employments,  and,  as  their  only  altemative, 
mast  go  to  foreign  oonntriea,  or  beocmie  agrionl- 
torists ;  and,  instead  of  efl^oting  the  great  oljeot 
for  which  we  started,  to  draw  off  nnmlmrs  from 
agricultnral  pursuits,  and  increase  the  demand 
for  agrioultaral  prodncts,  onr  legislation  will 
have  exactly  the  contrary  effect.  Bnoh  are  the 
connection  and  dependencies  of  commerce 
and  agricnltare  on  each  other,  that  any  eheok 
or  embarrassment  thrown  upon  the  one^  is  in- 
evitably felt  by  the  other.  Onr  oommeroe  first 
felt  the  tariff  of  1826;  it  bore  hard  on  this  Im- 
portant branch  of  onr  wealth,  industry,  and 
strength,  from  the  very  da^of  itsoperatJ<ai; 
and,  now  when  commerce  is  rinking  under  this 
load,  agricnltnre  be^ns  to  feel  the  blow.  Some 
of  the  shackles  on  our  commerce  mnst  be  taken 
ofC  and  this  drawback,  trifling  as  it  maj  aeem, 
will  save  to  the  nation  thonsands  of  tons  of  ehip- 
piug,  if  not  millions  of  capital  Preight,  we  all 
admit,  is  the  soul  and  life  of  commerce ;  and  it 
is  onr  duty,  while  we  regard  its  prosperity,  to 
give  every  facility  to  multiply  freights  at  home, 
and  to  obtain  them  abroad. 

Grant  this  drawback,  and  yon  ^tb  to  your 
veaeeis  additional  freights,  by  mtlSag  a  vtiiM- 
ble  article  of  export  of  your  importe.  And  as 
it  will  enable  yon  to  increase  j'onr  imports  in 
this  trade  (rf  exchange,  so  it  will  greatly  moreaw 
^onr  orii^al  export^  and  in  all  ita  operatitma 
mfose  new  life  into  this  depressed  trade. 

Mr.  Folk  moved  to  amend  the  resolution^  b^ 
adding,  "and  to  allow  also  a  drawback  of  fonr 
and  one-half  cents  per  square  yard  on  foreign 
cotton  bagging,  exported  either  in  the  original 
packages,  or  around  the  cotton  bale,  to  any 
foreign  country." 

ilr,  P.  Biud,  in  offering  this  amendment,  he 
did  not  intend  to  Indnlge  m  any  general  disous- 
sion  of  the  prindples  of  the  tanfn  A  very  tew 
remarks  in  explanation  of  the  reasons  whioh 
had  induced  him  to  ofler  it,  wasallthathe  then 
deemed  necessary.  The  resolntion  of  the  gen- 
tieman  from  Maine  proposes  to  instroot  tbe 
Oommittee  of  Ways  and  Means  to  tning  in  a 
bill  to  allow  a  drawback  of  nine  cents  per  fcallw 
npon  the  exportation  of  rum  distilled  m  the 
United  States  from  foreign  molasses.  The  rear 
aon  given  why  this  would  be  proper,  Is,  that  the 
navigating  interest  of  the  £astL  as  well  as  the 
manufacturer  of  spirits  from  this  foreign  mate- 
rial intended  for  exportation,  were  oppreariTelr 
burdened  by  the  impodtion  of  a  duty  of  ten 
cents  per  gfdhm,  imposed  by  the  tariff  of  1B28, 
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on  the  esportfition  of  foreign  molasaes.  If  this 
be  a  taXiiiaOoTj  reason  whj  a  drawback  ehoald 
be  allowed  npon  this  article,  theo  he  thoogbt  it 
could  be  clearlj  shown  that,  npon  the  same 
principle,  a  drawback  should  be  allowed  on 
the  exportation  of  foreign  cotton  bag^ng 
wrappM  aroond  the  cotton  bale.  The  two 
arUolee  stand  npon  the  same  principle,  and  be 
oonld  see  no  reason  for  allowing  drawback  in 
one  case  and  reflising  it  in  the  otiier.  Foreign 
moliases,  npon  UieirUaportation  into  tlie  United 
Statea,  were  an^eot  to  pajr  a  dntj  under  the 


epirita,  and  in  that  atate  exported  to  foreign 
conntries  for  market.  The  gentleman  from 
Maine  proposed,  npon  Uie  exportation  of  the 
spirits  thos  made  from  molasses,  to  allow  a 
drawback  of  nine  cents  per  gallon,  leaving  in 
the  Treasiuy  one  cent  per  gallon  of  the  dutj 
levied  npon  the  importaUon  of  the  molasses,  to 
defray,  ne  snpposed,  the  incidental  expenses 
and  chargea  at  the  cnstom-honse.  Now,  did 
not  the  article  of  cotton  bagging  stand  precisely 
npon  the  aame  principle !  That  article,  upon 
its  importation  Into  the  Unitod  Slates,  was 
charged  with  a  dotj,  under  the  tariff  of  1S2S, 
of  five  cents  per  square  jrsrd.  When  it  was 
received  in  this  oonntrj,  it  was  used  almost  ex- 
oltirivelr  b7  the  cotton  planter  in  baling  and 
preparing  his  ootton  for  market  It  was  agiuu 
exported  wr»>ped  aronud  the  cotton.  It  was 
not  consnmea  in  the  country  anj  more  than 
the  molasses  distilled  into  spirits  and  exported 
were.  His  proposition  was  to  allow  to  the  cot- 
ton planter,  upon  the  exportation  of  his  cotton 
bales,  a  drawback  of  four  and  a  half  cents  per 
square  yard  on  the  bagging  with  which  bis  cot- 
tmi  vaa  wrqiped  for  market,  leaving  in  the 
Treasun-half  aoent  persqnare  jardof  the  duty 
originall]'  paid  upon  its  importation.  The  East, 
or  at  least  a  portion  of  the  East,  complained 
that  the  duty  on  molasses  was  onerous,  so  much 
so,  that  it  prevented  its  distillation  mto  New 
England  nun  for  exportation,  and  thereby  af- 
fected the  shipping  interest;  and  that,  therefore, 
a  drawback  of  the  dnty  should  be  allowed  npon 
exportation.  The  Sonth  might,  with  equal 
reason,  at  least,  complain  that  the  doty  of  five 
cents  per  sqnare  yard  on  cotton  bagging  was 
an  onerous  and  nnneoqssary  tax  upon  the  cotton 
planter;  that,  inoonaeqnenoe.of  it,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  pay  five  oenta  per  square  yard  mora 
for  his  coUon  baling,  than  be  would  have  to 
pay  if  the  doty  was  not  levied ;  and  that,  tiiera- 
fore,  upon  the  some  principle  a  drawback 
should  be  allowed  to  him  npon  the  exportation 
of  that  artide.  If  a  drawback  npon  rem  wss 
allowed,  New  England  would  be  relieved  upon 
one  item  of  the  tariff,  and  oonld  again,  the  gen- 
tleman ft'om  Uune  has  said,  engage  in  the 
molasses  and  tomber  trade.  If  the  drawbook 
which  he  propased  on  cotton  bag^ng  was  al- 
lowed, the  eneot  would  be,  that  the  cotton 
planter  oonld  boy  hia  ootton  bagging  for  four 
and  a  half  oenta  leu  per  yard  than  he  hod  now 


'mif.  [HuH»,IB30. 

to  pay  fbr  it.  The  only  difference  bttwMa 
the  proportion  contained  in  the  readotiao  ct 
the  gentleman  from  U^ne,  and  the  iLTn**nrtm#wt 
which  he  had  offered,  was,  that  the  mm  vu 
intended  to  relieve  a  portion  of  the  East,  and 
the  other  a  portion  of  the  Bonth  and  BoUb- 
west,  from  a  very  small  porUon  of  the  oppn*- 
sive  and  unequal  operation  of  the  present  tarif 
system.  He  tbonght,  therefore,  that  nuAwaH 
and  cotton  bagging,  however  strange  the  imo- 
oiation  might  seem  to  be,  should  not  be  sept- 
rated  BO  far  as  the  proposition  of  drawbacks 
was  oonoerned.  As  the  object  was  to  redwe 
duties  on  one  for  the  benefit  of  one  aection,  ■ 
correspondent  redaction  shonid  be  made  on  tli* 
other,  for  the  benefit  of  another  section.  Thii 
was  bnt  even-banded  Jostice,  end  he  was  wifflng 
to  refer  both  propositions  to  the  Committee  U 
Ways  and  Ueana  together. 

He  was  (he  said)  npon  principle  opposed  to 
the  whole  system  of  the  protecting  pohcy  called 
the  tariff;  but,  as  he  bod  said  in  the  ontset  of 
his  remarks,  he  would  not  now  go  into  the  gen- 
eral discussion  of  the  question.  He  had  sub- 
mitted this  nng^e  proportion  at  this  time,  be- 
lt rested,  as  he  hod  endeavored  to  show. 


friends  of  the  syetem  would  not  now  modify  it 
generollT  npon  the  principle  of  mutual  oonna- 
sion  and  compromise,  between  oonflictans  in- 
terests of  different  sections,  they  would,  h* 
trusted,  agree  to  alleviate  the  oppressive  open- 
tions  of  some  of  its  details.  He  implored  tba 
friends  of  this  system  in  this  Coi^ress,  to  cot- 
sider  deliberately  the  present  excited  and  sgi- 
tated  state  of  the  country  upon  tliis  subject;  la 
give  a  listening  ear  to  the  long-neglectM  com- 

elaints  of  the  snffering  South,  and  deviate  tbrir 
ardens.  He  appealed  to  them  to  know  ifft 
was  not  for  the  permanent  interest  of  all  tw- 
tions  to  modify  the  system  and  quiet  die  y^ 
lie  mind.  By  adopting  the  nngle  propositioa 
he  had  offered,  they  would,  he  knew,  go  but 
one  step  towards  effecting  so  dewrable  an  otgK^ 
but  it  would  be  some  manifestation  (tf  a  di^ 
sition,  on  the  part  of  the  mq}ority  in  this  Cod- 
gress,  to  aSbrd  at  least  some  alleviati<KL 

Hr.  Hallast  said  he  was  fully  aware  that, 
whenever  the  tariff^  in  any  shape,  came  b^n 
the  House,  much  excitement  prevailed.  "Wbtt- 
ever  might  be  the  tendency  of  the  subject  itidf 
to  produce  this  effect,  he  was  det«nmned  thit 
no  excitement  should  be  fusUy  chargeable  to 
any  observations  or  remarks  he  might  be  n- 
qnired  to  make.  As  to  the  resolution  introdONd 
by  the  honorable  gentleman  ft«m  Maine,  Qb. 
AmiKBSOH,)  Mr.  M.  sud  he  would  make  a  brief 
remark.  It  reqniree  the  Committee  of  Ways  ind 
Means  to  bring  in  a  bill  to  allow  a  drawback  m 
spirits  distilled  from  molasses,  when  exported. 
It  is  well  known  that  this  sobjeot  was  diaonssed, 
considered,  and  decided  in  1828.  Congress  d»- 
termined  that  no  drawback  should  be  allowed. 
It  is  also  well  known  that  be  was  opposed  to  thit 
detnuon  at  the  time.     Ha  believed  that  tht 
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tf«etswoaldbeiiijarioQB  toftomeintereits,  and 
beooflcdjU  to  none.  Bnt  the  Honse,  after  the 
ftillest  oouuderation,  in  its  wbdom  determined 
otbenriBe.  A  m^oritj  decided  that  sonnd 
polioy,  the  prevention  of  franda  on  the  revenne, 
the  promotion  of  the  agriooltnTal  interest,  re- 
quired the  drawback  should  not  be  allowed.  It 
iraa  thus  fixed :  it  was  thoa  settled.  Ko  reason 
i>  DOW  offered  for  a  repeal,  that  was  not  tailj 
nrged  OMinst  the  passage.  It  was  as  well  un~ 
derstood  then  as  now.  Ko  changes  hare  token 
pUoe  which  were  not  fiillf  anticipated.  Unless 
»  general  onderstandin^  prevailed  to  make  " 


If  a  general  disposition  did  erist  to  make  the  pro- 
posed change,  the  proposition  of  the  gentlemui 
from  Maine  would  probsbl;  have  his  support. 
Bnt  (said  Ur.  IL)  what  is  the  oonseqaenoe! 
What  immediatelj  follows)  The  proposilJon 
ot  the  gentleman  from  Tennessee,  (Mr.  Polx.) 
Ht.  1L  said  he  had  been  in  f^vor  of  the  dnt^  on 
cotton  bagging.  He  hod  Bappcrt«d  that  datj 
for  th«  purpose  of  afibrdingaia  to  an  important 
domeatio  mannfactnre,  Tlie  reasons  for  im- 
posing that  dntj  oertainlj  sustain  it  at  the  pres- 
ent dme.  There  is  no  change  in  the  necessit; 
or  polio;.  In  establisbuig  a  general  tariff  it 
oould  not  have  been  reasonably  expected  tiiat 
ererj  branch  of  indnstt7  would  derive  all  the 
aid  that  was  anticipated.  The  manufacturers 
of  the  coarsest  kind  of  wool  complain.  No 
donbt  some  bad  been  iifjiired.  He  had  been 
tu|^  to  attempt  to  obtun  some  ohange  in  the 
dnty  on  that  raw  materiaL  At  the  time  of  the 
paaaage  of  that  tariff^  he  was  opposed  to  that 
dn^  on  BDch  wool  as  was  not  prodnc«d  in  the 
United  States.    A  majority  of  Oongress  con- 


were  opposed  to  the  dollar 
efiteta  were  pointed  out.  It  was  Aillj  examined 
and  adopted.  He  was  unwilling  to  disturb  it 
Hanf  were  opposed  to  the  additional  duty  on 
molasses.  A  m^ority  decided  otherwise.  He 
was  opposed  to  a  change.  The  whole  tariff 
■ystem  u,  and  most  be,  fbnnded  on  a  liberal 
compromise  among  the  nnmberless  interests    ' 


Hiis  extended  country.  In  passing  the  tariff  of 
'828,  they  were  sll  oonsnlted.  It  was  passed 
n  Utat  gronnd.    Without  a  Just  and  libenu  i 


promiae,  no  law,  involTiDgavarietyof  thegreat 
inter«ata  of  the  oonntry,  could  ever  be  adopted. 
He  had  no  doubt  the  tariff  of  1828  had  oper- 
ated in  general  most  beneficially.  But  its  bene- 
fits will  be  greatly  diminished,  if  not  wholly 
destroyed,  by  perpetual  agitation.  Oontinual 
attempts  to  change  its  details,  before  its  effects 
are  fluly  developed,  will  do  a  thousand  times 
more  injury  than  all  the  beueflts  anticipated 
from  any  proposed  alteration.  It  was  due  to  all 
whose  interests  were  dependent  on  the  policy 
of  their  Government,  to  be  allowed  some  little 
repose — not  to  be  continually  alarmed  for  their 
Buety.     He  oould  not  consent  to  the  proposed 


Mr,  Mabtiv,  of  Sooth  Carolina,  said,  this 
ncoposition  to  allow  a  drawback  on  ootttm 
bagging,  had  oome  on  very  unexpectedly.  It 
was  one  he  would  not  have  made,  and  he  did 
not  believe  it  would  have  been  proposed  by  any 
of  his  ooUea^es.  It  is  a  small,  a  very  small 
bosinesH,  (said  he,]  compared  with  the  great 
dramain  which  they  wished  to  take  apart.  But, 
as  it  had  been  made,  he  should  offer  no  apology 
for  intruding  himself  on  the  House.  It  would 
be  oxpeoted,  he  presumed,  that  he  shonld  say 
sometning ;  but,  mdepondentl;  of  that  expecta- 
tion, he  obeyed  the  snggestians  of  feelings  and 
duty,  in  the  course  he  was  about  to  pursue.  It 
must  be  admitted  (he  ami)  tJtat  the  gentleman 
who  had  offered  this  amendment,  occupies  neu- 
tral ground ;  he  stands  between  the  manufao- 
tnrers  and  those  they  would  make  the  consum- 
ers of  their  ba^ng.  He  cumot  be  looked 
on  in  any  other  light  than  as  one  wholly  diun- 
terested ;  and  so  far  as  his  object  he  to  relieve 
the  South  of  the  least  of  its  oppressions,  it  was, 
and  should  be,  i>roperly  appreciated. 

Of  sll  tlie  duties  imposed  by  your  tariS^  sir, 
(said  Mr.  M.,)  that  on  baling  is  the  most  ini- 
qnitouB  and  untenable.  The  facts  bear  me  out 
In  this  assertion ;  they  are  incontrovertible.  I 
repeat  now  what  I  add  in  1B28,  when  the  tariff 
was  under  discusslou.  I  told  gentlemen  they 
might  impose  the  additional  duty  on  bagging, 
but  they  oould  not  justify  it  on  their  own  prin- 
ciples or  pretences.  They  did  not  attempt  to 
answer  the  arguments  nr^ed  ag^nst  the  increase 
of  duty,  yet  they  passed  tt,  for  the  same  reason 
they  would  have  passed  any  other  amendment, 
the  operation  of  which  would  have  been  Uie 
advancement  of  certun  portions  of  this  Union, 
at  the  expense  of  other  parts  of  it.  Yes,  sir, 
there  was  something  due  to  the  West  tor  its 
loyalty  to  this  idol,  nicknamed  the  "  American 
system ; "  and  those  who  were  disposed  to  re- 
ward idolatry,  bestowed  their  blessing,  in  the 
form  of  an  increased  duty  on  bagging.  Or  it 
may  be  that  some  were  disposed  to  punish  tliose 
who  consnme  the  bagging,  on  account  of  certun 
very  obnoxious  votes  given  on  other  parts  of 
the  tariff  bill.  Of  Huch,  we  ask  nothing ;  and 
to  such,  we  have  no  concessions  to  make.  The 
course  we  pursued  on  that  subject,  hae  bean 
admitted  to  De  legitimate  in  legiBlation;  I  will 
not  say  since  its  commencement,  but  certainly 
nnoe  our  acquaintance  with  it.  How  far  their 
supposed  course  (he  would  not  chai^  it  on 
them,  he  might  do  them  ii^ustioe)  can  be  ana- 
tuned  by  principle,  he  woold  not  now  stop  to 

It  is  chai)^  against  the  South  (continued 
Mr.  M.)  that  we  are  too  easily  excited.  Have 
they  not  sufflotent  cause  to  be  excited  I  Bo 
not  their  first  and  last  dollar  find  their  way  to 
Northern  pockets,  without  even  touching  at 
yonr  Treasury  t  And  what  produces  this  state 
of  thinsB  but  the  great  scheme  of  depredatton, 
of  which  this  sul^ect  forms  but  a  small  parti  . 
It  would  be  out  of  order,  sir,  to  go  into  a  dia- 
oussion  of  the  whole  tariff;  if  it  were  not,  he 


dbyGoogle 


ABBIDGHENT  OF  THK 


-K.! 


oonld  toll  gentlemen  wh;  they  were  ezoitod  bj 
reciting  the  nusdeeds  of  tbis  noiue.  He  hoped, 
however,  &n  opportunity  wonld  occur,  wnen 
he  could  not  be  restruaed  in  tlie  discharge  of  a 
dot?  he  held  aacred. 

What  claims  has  the  nuumfactnrer  of  bogging 
to  the  protection  of  Govemmeott  What  are 
tielr  numberB,  the  amount  of  capital  invested, 
or  the  product  of  their  faotariea,  no  one  will  pro- 
tend to  sssert.  It  ia  carried  on  to  a  verj  mod- 
erate extent  in  Sentnokj ;  it  is  still  more  limited 
in  New  Jersey ;  he  knew  of  no  other  eBtabliah- 
meata,  tbonsn  poseiblj  there  may  be  some  on 
a  small  Boale  in  Ohio  or  Tennessee.  So  little 
claim  has  the  manufacturer  of  this  article  on 
the  protection  of  the  Goverament,  that  it  can- 
not be  justified  even  on  the  doctrines  of  the 
most  absurd,  prepoBteroaa,  and  extravagant  ad- 
Tooates  of  the  taiiff.  A  new  scheme  most  be 
organized,  and  new  theories  most  be  mannfao- 
tnrad,  to  give  protection  to  this  article  ttie  color 
or  semblinoe  of  plansibility . 

It  is  important  to  the  interest  and  pro^^t; 
of  the  nation,  say  gentlemen,  that  her  8iq)pties 
should  be  drawn  from  her  own  resonroea.  And 
praj,  sir,  (asked  Mr.  M.,)  what  has  the  nation, 
as  a  nation  or  a  Oovemment,  to  do  with  the 
growth  of  cotton,  or  the  manofactnre  of  bag- 
ging I  A  HmsU  portion  of  joui  Sonthem  At- 
lantic States  only  grow  cotton,  and  no  others 
can  grow  it.  They  haye  not  asked  yoor  protec- 
tion or  yonr  ud  in  any  shape :  they  deprecate 
your  int«rferenoe  with  their  concerns  as  an  offi- 
cuona  intermeddling,  and  an  nnoonstitntional 
exercise  of  anthority  pven  yon  for  other  pur- 
poses. If  thfey  are  content  to  receive  foreign 
bagging  as  they  have  done,  and  pay  for  it  with 
their  own  money,  not  with  funds  snbtracted 
from  the  Middle  or  Northern  States,  by  what 
authority  do  others  interpose,  or  for  what  por- 
posea!  Not  for  national  purposes,  for  it  is  not 
a  national  affair— not  for  our  benefit,  for  yon 
do  us  positive  injustice  and  injury.  I  waa 
wrong,  sir,  when  I  said  the  cotton  buuness  waa 
not  a  national  affur.  It  has  been  made  eo  of  late 
by  the  pemioions  legislation  of  this  House.  It  is 
the  first  and  greatest  resource  of  the  Govern- 
ment in  paying  its  debts,  and  anpiiorting  its 
dvillist,  and  sustainingallitsinatitntiona.  Yet 
the  great  and  leading  oQoot  of  gentlemen  in  this 
House  is  BO  to  emoarraBS  its  oaltnre,  and  ob- 
struct its  transportation  to  ft  foreign  market,  as 
to  compel  ns  to  suffer  it  to  be  mannfactnred  at 
home;  and  this  is  what  they  call  a  "home 
market."  Yes,  sir,  by  paraly:dng  the  indnstry 
of  the  Sonth,  and  obliterating  its  capital,  the 
market  of  the  United  States,  any  part  of  which 
is  glntted  by  a  single  ship's  cargo,  and  which 
consnmw  at  most  not  more  than  one  bnndred 
•nd  fifty  thonsand  bags  per  annum,  is  to  be 
converted  into  a  market  for  the  whole  prodnct 
of  the  United  States,  which  now  averages  seven 
hundred  thonsand  bags  I  And  do  gentlemen 
really  expect  ua  to  submit  to  soch  a  state  of 
things,  without  being  "excited!"  If  they  do, 
they  know  less  of  us  than  we  had  supposed. 


To  suabun  the  proposition  I  havejiwt  stated, 
OS  one  on  which  uie  advocates  of  the  reatridm 
(I  misht  say  the  non-interoonrae)  system  rdy, 
they  tell  you  it  follows  as  a  oonsequeooci,  tlwt 
the  interest  of  a  few,  or  of  one  partknlAr  see- 
tiou,  most  yield  to  that  policy  woich  promotea 
the  general  good.  He  denied  the  ^)pliestkB 
of  any  such  doctrine  in  a  Government  like  oan, 
except  it  be  on  those  snlgeoti  opim  which  tiw 
power  to  leg)slat«  has  been  oonfarred  <m  Cob- 


tending  to  q>ply  mob  a  ttde  to  the  impost  uid 
on  banking.  Ncl  rar,  it  ia  the  oonvuse  of  the 
proposition  wUoh  was  enforced  when  this  dn^ 
was  laid.  Kentocky  alone  tnaan&ctiirM — tat 
the  rest  ore  not  snffidenlly  oxteiuiTe  to  be 
mentioned — while  there  ore  no  less  than  dgfat 
States  who  consume,  not  her  manobcturea^  but 
the  Enropeon  bbrio,  if  they  can  be  allowed  to 
do  BO ;  and  to  four  of  those  States,  it  is  K  fiKt 
known  to  tdl,  that  the  artiole  fhnn  Kantaekj 
oannot  find  its  way.  It  can  neither  baor  trans- 
portation over  themoontidns,  or  down  Um  ]£>• 
asaippi,  and  tbtnoe,  throng  the  GnlftrfH^eo 
and  aronnd  the  coast  of  Flmida,  to  the  Soa^en 
Atlantic  Btoteo,  at  a  priee  whitji  will  eaoUe  the 
holder  to  bring  it  into  oonqietition  with  fbrtigi 
baling.  No  one,  howevw  extravagant  in  tap- 
port  of  the  tariff,  or  any  branch  of  it,  will  daiy 
these  foots.  One  who  has  not  devoted  scma 
attention  to  the  subject,  could  scaroely  belieT< 
that  such  a  state  of  things  exieted  in  onj  part 
of  this  country.  But  the  worst  has  not  yet 
been  told.  The  gentieman  from  Kentocky,  (Vr. 
Olabk,)  oq  whose  preposition  this  iixtT  mi 
increased  in  1828,  was  himself  examined  beftn 
the  Committee  on  UoirafBOtores;  and  frao 
his  evidence  it  will  be  seen  that  the  &ctoriaa  ia 
Kentucky  already  made  better  bagging  than  b 
imported  and  that  unless  the  crop  of  heiDq*  tM 
short,  which  compels  the  moaa&otnrw  to  give 
a  high  price  for  the  raw  material,  tbey  cut  drive 
the  foreign  fabric  out  of  the  New  Orlaou 
market,  or  at  least  they  can  proonre  a  better 
price  than  is  pdd  fbr  fbreign  bagging.  Her^ 
then,  facta  ore  at  war  with  thewy,  and  princi- 
ple abandoned  in  practice.  Who^  air,  that  has 
ever  heard  or  read  three  distioct  smtanea^ 
written  or  spoken  by  a  manufacturer,  or  an  ad- 
vocate of  the  tariff,  will  not  recollect  that  one  ef 
those  sentences  oonmsted  ol  a  deolaratioii  tho^ 
if  yon  would  protect  their  &ctoriee  until  ibtj 
passed  from  infenoy  to  maturity,  aud  obtain 
nomeaoion  of  the  market,  they  woidd  ask  it  do 
longer  I  Then  it  was  a  milfenBium  waa  to  ba 
proauoed  in  the  commercial,  manufactnrinfc  and 

Xicultoral  world.  Yet,  with  the  c^^te^  and 
cither  fiwilities  to  make  a  better  &brk,  and 
in  the  possession  of  the  market,  to  the  ex^urio 
of  foreign  bagging,  the  factories  of  Eentadky 
were  to  be  protected — I  will  not  say  it  waa  no 
protootion,  bat  they  were  to  have  a  bounty;  it 
is  nothing  less  than  a  bonn^,  let  othera  mU  it 
by  what  name  they  may.  mth  the 
M  the  New  Orleana        '    ■       '     ' 


may.     With  the  pomiwoa 
market,  and  whollj  unabi* 
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to  rMoh  the  Atiutio  marketa,  who  oui  be  bo 
nsh  u  to  attempt  a  jostificetion  of  this  dntjrf 
Bat  the  msnufaotnren  of  Eentaokj  are  toaroe- 
1t  Uunable.  It  was  a 'day  appropriated  to  the 
^atribotioii  of  SoDthem  capital  and  Southern 
labor  bj  a  apeoiea  of  ledalatiTe  lottery,  and 
the;r  had,  perhaps,  soma  olaim  to  a  Bhare  In  the 
Boheme,  aa  an.  equlvaleut  for  the  Berrioe  they 
bad  Tendered.  How  fitr  the  people  of  Eentaok; 
have  been  benefited  by  the  drawing  of  this  lot- 
tery, U  a  qaestlon  npoa  nliioh  they  hare  not 
beui  very  oemmaniratire. 

TriSing,  air,  u  this  duty  may  appear,  it  is  one 
of  the  higkeat  among  yonr  imposts.  The  datr 
is  five  oenta  on  the  sqaare  yard,  bnt  the  widtn 
of  ba^ng  mokes  it  about  six  cents  the  nmning 
yard.  Thia,  as  an  ad  valorem  doty,  will  •nuj 
from  Uiirty  to  fifty  per  cent  The  revenue  col- 
lected by  the  Government  in  South  Carolina, 
on  this  dnty  alone,  is  more  than  all  the  taies 
paid  tbr  the  Btote  Government,  if  yon  eiolode 
that  colleoted  on  a  particnlar  mWee  of  proper- 
ty: and  it  is  neaiiy  tme-foivta  of  all  collected 
turn  every  sonrce  of  taxation  fbr  State  pur- 
poses. And  for  what  purpose  ia  this  extortion 
pctetiBedt  For  the  protection  of  the  mann&o- 
btcar  of  £eutnokyl  TSo,  mr;  I  have  shown 
he  ii  not  benefited  by  it  Is  it  to  payyonr  pnb- 
Ucdebtt  No,  sir;  the  design  most  prevalent 
ia  to  divert  the  ftmda  of  the  GovemmeDt  from 
that  porpose.  Is  it  levied  for  Uie  support  of 
yoDT  Government  and  ita  institntionsl  No  one 
vill  pretend  that  such  is  the  object.  With 
what  view,  then,  in  the  name  of  Justice,  was  it 
erigiaally  imposed,  or  is  it  now  continued  I  It 
tras  first  osed,  dr,  as  a  punishment  for  the  per- 
tiucions  resistauoe  of  the  South,  and  is  now 
coatinued  as  a  fit  source  from  which  to  oon- 
ftmct  roads  and  canals.  I  have  said  this  mach 
in  relation  to  the  imposition  of  this  dnty  and  its 
operstioQ.  I  wiU  now  Bpeak  of  the  amend- 
mal,  proposing  to  allow  the  drawback  on  bag- 
ging le^xport^d,  whether  in  bolta  or  aroimd 
^  cotton.  What  do  we  understand  by  a  draw- 
l**!  It  is  paying  to  the  shipper,  by  the  Qov- 
*'^un«it,  whenever  he  exports  a  foreign  articlcL 
tte  tame  or  a  lesser  dnty  than  that  received 
*heo  the  article  was  imported  into  the  country. 
It  has  for  its  jnstiflcation  satisfaotory  reasons ; 
I'll  not  the  policy  of  the  Government  to  re- 
™n  the  duty  on  an  article  which  is  neither 
JKd  nor  oonaumed ;  and  the  repayment  of  the 
only  ia  often  an  inducement  to  re-ship  the  arti- 
cle, thna  giving  employment  and  activity  to 
^itaL  and  aiding  in  the  navigation  and  com- 
lOMcial  operations  of  the  country.  Another 
ud  important  future  in  this  policy  is,  that 
*nen  an  artiole  is  imported,  and  manufactured 
<*  eoaverted  into  a  afferent  fabric,  and  re-ex- 
Port«d,  by  paying  back  the  duty,  enconragement 
n*s  been  afforded  to  the  carrier,  the  capitalist, 
•nd  the  domestio  industry  of  the  country.  These, 
1  take  it,  are  the  grounds  of  the  policy.  Where 
^  material  is  exported  in  its  ori^nal  state, 
Mate  are  few  or  no  facilities  for  committing 
"'^■-  nor  are  these  to  be  ^)prehended,  with 


£H.< 


the  guards  adopted,  even  where  the  article  has 
changed  its  oharaoter.  Salt  pays  a  duty  of 
twenty  cents  on  every  fifty-six  pounds;  yet,  on 
the  exportation  cf  fieh  packed  in  foreign  salt, 
the  duty  on  salt  is  repaid  to  the  exporter  of  the 
fish.  Bagging  is  imported,  and  pays  a  Bpecdfio 
duty.  It  is  used  for  poking  cotton,  and  imme- 
diately re-exported.  Is  not  the  analogy  so 
striking  aa  to  be  irreBistiblet  If  there  be  any 
distinction,  is  it  not  in  favor  of  allowing  the 
drawback  on  bagging)  Both  are  import^  and 
the  duties  paid.  One  is  used  in  consum- 
mating the  enterprise  and  industry  of  the  fisher- 
man, the  other  in  preserving  the  frruts  and  la- 
bor of  the  agricultnrist  Both  are  necessary  to 
the  objects  in  view,  and  both  seek  a  foreign 

Thus  for  Qke  olalnu  of  the  two  articles  to  a 
drawback  are  equal,  unless,  indeed^  the  agricul- 
turist, the  huabaadman,  who  gives  life  and  vigor 
to  all  our  pursuits,  be  leas  entitled  to  the  favor 
and  protection  of  the  Qovenunent  than  the 
fisherman,  whose  claims,  by  the  by,  it  ia  not 
my  purpose  to  undervalue.  But  here  the  claim 
to  a  drawback  on  the  bagging  rises  superior, 
because,  by  reason  of  its  identity,  it  affords 
fewer  facilities  for  the  commission  of  frauds  on 
the  revenue.  It  la  imported  in  bolts,  and  under- 
goes no  change,  except  that  of  being  cut  into 
pieoea  of  fbnr  or  five  Tarda,  and  made  into  bags 
for  the  reception  of  the  cotton.  You  have 
scarcely  an  appruser  in  a  cnstom-house  of  the 
Government,  who  could  not  be  able,  after  the 
first  oompariaon,  to  distinguish  between  the 
domestio  and  foreign  baling.  But  as  to  the 
use  offoreignsalt,  that  must  depend  on  extrinfno 
evidenoe — on  affidavits.  Now,  without  intend- 
ing the  least  Irapntation  on  those  who  reo^ve 
that  drawback,  I  cannot  but  say  that  the  temp- 
tation and  the  facilities  to  commit  frauds  on  the 
Government  are  greater,  and  more  numerous, 
than  would  exist  m  regard  to  bagging.  I  ap- 
peal to  the  ohMrman  of  the  Oommittee  on  Uanu- 
facturee,  (Ur.  Kauakt,)  who  has  just  takenhia 
seat,  to  name,  if  he  can,  a  single  article,  in  the 
whole  range  of  onr  commerce,  which  nndergoea 
any  change,  with  which  it  would  be  so  dimoolt 
to  practise  a  fraud  in  claiming  a  drawback  on 
ita  exportation,  as  with  bagging.  Let  him  name 
It,  if  there  be  one  in  his  knowledge.  But  says 
that  gentleman,  the  tariff  was  a  compromise  1 
TroJy  it  was  a  oorapromise.  Bnt  betwem 
whom  was  this  arrangement  effected!  The 
Boutiiem  States,  whose  capital  and  labor  the 
jiartiea  to  it  were  dividing,  and  whose  enter- 
prise and  industry  the  same  parties  were  appro- 
priating to  their  own  nse,  bad  no  voice  in  the 
compact  Like  other  partiee  acting  in  concert 
but  to  whom  it  would  be  ont  of  order  that  I 
should  compare  them,  they  found  it  difficult  to 
divide  the  spoils  on  tedprocal  terms — spoils  not 
won  by  valor ;  not  the  fmits  of  victory  achiev- 
ed in  honorable  warfare.  Compromise  was 
necessarily  resorted  to :  the  principles  of  justice, 
equality,  or  reciprooity — none  of  them  were 
^>plioable  to  anoh  a  state  of  things. 
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Thia  effect  of  this  pn^iositjon  most  be 
ddered  in  all  its  bea^iDg^  we  an  told  hj  the 

aame  gentleman,  (Mr.  Kuxabt.)  Why,  sir, 
the  dntf  on  cotton  bagging  has  no  bearing,  ex- 
cept OQ  the  Bonthem  Btat««,  ftnd  they  want  no 
Ume  to  regalata  the  eSbota  of  its  repeal.  I 
hope  that  I  haTe  shown  that  Kentnokj  did  not 
reqnire  it  Bat  I  will  not  affect  to  misnnder- 
stBad  the  gentleman.  His  allnsiona  are  to  the 
effect  which  the  repeal  of  the  most  trifling  dntj 
may  have  on  the  great  "American  system  " — a 
aystera,  the  operation  of  which,  it  wae  promised, 
would  have  more  beneficial  effecte  than  have 
ever  been  anticipated  from  the  diaoorery  of 
the  piiilosopher's  stone — one  which  was  to 
make  the  poor  rich  by  giving  constant  emf ' 
ment  and  nigh  wages — the  farmer  was  to 
under  his  own  wealth,  arising  from  the  home 
marlcet  and  extravagant  price  of  grain,  wooL 
&c. ;  and  by  an  accumulation  in  the  price  of  all 
these,  constituting  two- thirds  of  the  investments 
in  mann&ctoriee,  all  manafaotared  goods  were 
to  be  rendered  cheaper.  Well,ur,  the  tariff  bill 
paaaed;  and  bow  have  all  these  anticipations 
been  realised?  The  operatives,  the  laborerv 
out  of  employment,  or  suffering  by  the  low 
wages,  and  the  former's  grain  rotting  in  his  bom, 
or  sold  at  a  saoriflce.  A  portion  of  the  goods 
cheaper,  it  is  tme,  bnt  of  no  sort  of  importance 
in  estimating  the  benefits  or  injury  resoltdng 
from  the  system.  It  was  from  the  be^nning  a 
scheme  of  cheating ;  and  those  who  innocently 
participated  ore  now  senrible  of  the  delusion, 


sisted  on  so  extravagantly,  however  erroneous 
they  may  be  discovered  to  be,  is  a  severe  trial 
— one  which  few  are  willing  to  encounter. 
Bn^  whenever  tmtb,  reason,  and  Jnstice  shall 
agun  acquire  an  ascendency  on  thia  anljeot, 
(the  time  may  be  distant — 1  fear  it  is,)  the  fal- 
lacy of  these  pernicious  projects  wUl  be  ad- 
mitted, and  the  extent  towhidi  they  have  been 
carried  will  be  attributed  to  infatuation. 

Much  has  l>een  said  (continned  lb.  M.)  as  to 
"■"      ■■'■ '  the  tariff  lias  occasioned  ' 


this  House,  on  any  score.  If  we  were,  I  wonld 
not  shrink  from  a  contest  in  snpport  of  any 
thing  and  every  thing  the  people  m  their  col- 
lective character  have  said  on  this  subject,  on 
any  occasion.  There  are  some  aots  of  OoTem- 
ment,  which,  so  far  from  being  justifiable,  are 
not  even  excnsable.  Of  this  t^aracter  is  your 
tariff;  and  if  it  does  produce  exdtement,  let 
those  who  liBve  produced  it  profit  hy  what  they 
admit  is  known  to  them.  If,  instead  of  this, 
they  will  pursue  this  principle,  on  tbw  heads, 
not  onrs,  he  the  consequences. 

UoBDAT,  March  15, 

I'ablie  Landi. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  conuderatdon 

of  the  bill  from  the  Senate  "  for  tiie  relief  of 


pnrchasen  of  pnblio  landa,"  togetber  with  lb* 
amendments  reported  to  the  same  from  tlis 
Oonimitt«e  on  Fuhlie  I^nds,  The  aocstica 
being  ou  the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Tn- 
Tov,  ne  made  some  remarks  in  ezplantfiofirf 
it ;  and  in  conclnsion  he  observed,  that  in  orte 
to  ascertain  the  sentiments  of  the  Hooie  in  le- 
lation  to  the  amendment,  he  would  witUm 
the  two  last  sections  of  it  wluch  oontttned  tha 
penal  enactments.  If  the  two  first  aeetiaM 
were  rqected,  he  s^  he  would  r^ew  hu  mo- 
tion to  amend  the  hill  hy  adding  the  tUrd  ud 
fourth  sections. 

Mr.  Olat  s^  he  wonld  Tote  against  th» 
amendment  He  ezpnuai  his  hearty  ooocid^ 
renoe  in  the  two  last  sections  of  it 

Mr.  iBvnr  sud  he  wonld  vote  in  fjaror  of  Iht 
bill  as  reported  from  the  ooromtttee.  H« 
hoped  the  amendment  of  his  oolleagae  (Vr, 
VtSTOB)  would  not  prevail. 

The  question  on  the  amendment  to  ths 
amendment  was  decided  in  the  n^stive. 

Mr.  YiSTos  then  renewed  his  motion  to  tii 
the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  the  amendnieiit 
he  proposed. 

Mr.  O1.1.T  expressed  himself  as  fi^Torable  le 
the  objects  of  tnis  amendment 

Mr.  WioKum,  Mr.  Isaoks,  Mr.  Lxwo,  and 
Mr.  Batlob,  severally  spoke  in  opposition  to 
^e  sonendment 

Mr.  McOoT,  Mr.  Bvesib,  and  Mr.  Tmoi 
supported  it 

Ilie  blanks  in  that  part  of  the  omendnKit 
offered  by  Mr.  Viwtok,  which  specifics  the 
term  of  imprisonment  and  the  omonnt  ot  pen- 
alty, were  filled  up ;  the  first  with  "  two 
years,"  the  latter  with  "  one  thousand  doUsn.' 

The  question  was  then  put  on  agreeing  to 
the  two  seotioiis  offered  by  Mr.  VnmiB,  ud 
decided  in  Qie  affirmative. 

Vi.  DoDDBOXia  moved  to  strike  out  tU 
words  "  first  August,"  and  to  insert  in  liei 
thereof  "  fourth  m  Jtuj,"  in  tlie  first  seetiaB  tl 
the  bill ;  which  was  a^eed  to. 

Mr.  TiNTon'  moved  to  amend  the  aeotmd  mc- 
tion,  by  inserting  after  the  words  "  posusriM 
ot,"  in  the  eighth  line,  the  following  wwds: 
"  And  aotnallT  cultivated  and  improved  by  "— 

This  amendment  was  decided  in  lbs  mc» 
tive. 

The  amendments  wtn  then  ordered  to  U 
engrossed,  and  with  the  bill  to  be  resdalhiid 


[The  biH  iubseqoaitly  passed,  an 
turned  to  the  Senate ;   which  body  _ . 
in  the  amendmente  made  in  the  Honae.] 


TBinBDAT,  Msroh  18. 
Betrmehmmt. 


"  RaolttdjThti  fbe  Commtttaeon  S.    . 
be  Instnieled  to  report  ■  bin,  providing  tbst  r 
ever  the  ftist  sssdoa  of  Congms  shall  eoUloM  fir 
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a  loDger  period  thui  one  himdred  utd  Iweaty  dijs, 
tha  pay  of  the  m«mben  ihaU  be  reduced  to  two  dol- 
Uifl  per  dkjr  from  uid  after  the  tenniiuitioii  of  the 
Mid  oDe  hnodrad  tad  twenty  dijl ;  and  that  wben- 
erer  the  second  sesdoD  of  Coagreu  ahill  continue 
for  a  longer  period  than  ninety  days,  the  pay  of  the 
membets  «h^  be  reduced  to  two  dotlan  per  day 
from  and  after  the  tcrmioatiOD  of  «aid  ninety  dayB. 

After  moTing  the  reaolntioa,  ICr.  UoDcmi 
proposed  to  modily  it  lo  aa  to  make  it  an  in- 
quiry into  the  eipedieney,  Ac. 

Mr.  WioKLirFZ  adverted  to  a  bill  imder  the 
oonaidentioa  of  tbe  OommittM  on  Betrench- 
ment  in  relation  to  this  BoUect,  on  which  a 
diS^renoe  of  opinion  had  eABted,  which  pre- 
Tonted  it  from  being  reported.  He,  thereiore, 
wished  that  the  gentleman  woold  not  modify 
the  resolatjonj  but  that  he  woald  leave  it  In  the 
sbspe  of  an  mstraodon,  so  that  the  sense  <tf 
the  Honso  might  be  distinctly  ascertained  on 
the  Hiibject.  Ue  stated  that  no  retrenchment 
more  efficient  in  ita  oharaotei*  oonid  lie  intro- 
dnoed  than  that  proposed  by  the  resolution. 

Mr.  HoDmrrn  thanked  the  gentleman  for 
the  information  he  had  ^ven  Hm,  withdrew 
his  proportion  to  modify,  and  mov«d  that  the 
eooslderatioD  of  the  resolntion  be  postponed 
tiil  Uonday,    Agreed  to. 

Snohttioneuy  Pmtioner*. 

The  Honse  then  took  np  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  the  bill  declaratory  of  the  act  to 
provide  fbr  peraons  engaged  in  tJie  land  and 
naval  serrice  during  tiie  revolntionory  war, 
-which  was  reported  with  amendments. 

{Tha  following  is  the  bill  oa  it  was  reported 
from  the  Committee  of  the  whole  Home  :J 

"  That  in  all  cases,  in  which  appUo»tIon  hu  been 
or  shall  be  nude  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  by  any 

inon,  to  be  placed  on  the  pendon  list  of  the 
'oited  Btates,  nnder  'the  several  acta  to  provide 
for  certain  persons  ennged  in  the  land  and  naval 
Rrvice  of  the  tTnited  States  in  tbe  revolutionary 
war,'  and  the  granting  of  such  appUcation  ibaU  de- 


K 


who  so  apiriiea, 
taken  to  be  unable  to  support  himself  without  tha 
Bsristance  of  his  conntry,  if  (he  whole  amount  of  his 
property,  exclusive  of  the  house,  building,  and  cur- 
tilage, by  bim  occupied  and  Improved  hU  household 
Aimiture,  wearing  apparel,  the  tools  of  bis  trade,  and 
&rming  utensils,  shall  not  exceed  the  sum  of  one 
Uioiuand  dollars,  all  debts  fh>m  him  Justly  due  and 
owing  being  therefrom  first  deducted.  And  DO  ap- 
plicant for  a  pecsiOQ  under  the  proviidons  of  ttus 
act,  or  of  those  acts  of  which  it  la  declaratory,  shall 
be  required  to  sbow  what  his  cirenmstsnees  and 
eonditioa  In  life  were,  or  what  property  he  was  pos- 
icased  of,  at  any  time  prior  to  the  passage  of  this 


"Sic.  %■  Audit  Ufiirthtr  a 


1,  That,  wben- 


the  first  section  of  the  Brat  act  of  the  several  acts 
aforesaid,  such  applicant  shall  be  deemed  and  taken 
to  have  served  '  fbr  the  term  of  nine  months,  or 
longer,'  as  the  case  may  be,  within  the  meaning 


and  Intent  of  the  s^d  laat-men^oned  act ;  If  hii 
contlnaouj  service  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  on 
the  continental  establishment,  was  nine  i 


withstanding  he  may,  at  any  time,  and  daring  any 
portion  of  bis  Mid  term,  have  been  taken  and 
detained  In  captivity. 

"Sic.  8.  Atid  bt  it  fmrt\tr  tnaeUd,  That  tbe 
regular  troops  of  the  several  States  of  the  United 
States,  the  enlisting  and  r^ans  whereof  was  recom- 


of  the  acta  aforesaid,  to  have  been  on  the  conti- 
nental eatabliahment;  bat  nothing  herein  contadned 
shall  be  so  construed  as  to  include  in  sdd  class  of 
State  troops  the  mlBda  of  the  several  States." 

Ur.  Okus,  of  yii|[inia,  moved  to  amend  the 
amendment  made  to  the  bill  in  the  Committee 
of  the  Whole,  yesterday,  by  striking  out  the 
following  words:  "The  honse,  bnllding  and 
curtilage,  by  bim  occQpied  and  improved,"  so 
that  the  bill  wontd  provide  for  persons  worth 
one  thonsand  dollars,  "  ezclosive  of  their  house- 
hold fnmitnre,"  &o.  Hr.  0.  snd  he  offered  the 
amendment  under  the  conviction  that  it  was 


who  were  able  to  support  themselves. 

On  this  motion  a  lung  debate  took  place,  in 
which  Mr.  Bdbou,  Hr.  Batcs,  Mr.  Wiokuffi, 
Hr.  Oabsoit,  Mr.  Edbbasi),  Mr.  Gl&ke,  Mr.  P. 


F.  Babbodil  Hr.  Polx,  Mr.  BisBuroBB,  Mr, 
ETiairr,  ofMassaohn  "  "    "  — 

took  part. 


aohnaetts,  and  "iSi.  HoDuins, 


Mr.  Httbbakd,  of  New  Hampshire,  eud  it 
was  not  his  pnrpose,  at  1^  time,  to  go  into  a 
very  full  consideration  of  this  subject  \  but  he 
would  detun  the  Honse  for  a  few  moments^  . 
while  he  stated  the  reasons  which  would  in- 
dnce  him  to  vote  against  the  amendment  pro- 
posed by  the  gentleman  from  Vii^nifL  (Ur. 
Cnaio,)  and  sapport  the  bill  and  amendments 
adopted  In  the  Committee  of  the  Whole.  I 
have,  said  Hr.  H.,  ever  l>een  opposed  to  the 
contracted  policy  of  the  present  pentdon  sys- 
tem :  I  have  ever  been  at  war  with  what  I 
have  sapposed  to  be  tbe  principle  npon  which 
that  system  is  founded.  The  existing  pensitm 
lavra  have  iwen  Iwwed  on  individuar_  poverty 
and  indigence,  and  not  on  actual  Bervioes  ren* 
dered,  and  on  actual  soorifioes  made,  in  the 
oanse  of  our  ooontry,  dnring  the  period  of  our 
revolution. 

In  pawns  these  laws,  the  Oovemment  have 

Ee  npon  tiie  principle  that  they  were  bestow- 
a  gratnity,  rather  than  ^soharging  an 
gation;  and  viewing  these  laws  in  thia 
light,  I  never  could  ^ve  them  my  entire  ap- 
probaUon. 

It  has  been  my  nnifbrm  and  firm  belief^  that 
the  services  and  the  sacrifices  of  those  who 
fought  the  l>attles  of  onr  ooontij  dnrin|[  our 
revolntiooary  struggle,  Iwd  a  jost  foundation 
for  a  claim  on  the  conntry ;  and  that  the  pre- 
vininnn  nf  oor  pension  laws  shonld  be  equally 
to  all  Booh,  B8  a  liquidatioiL  of  their 
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olaim.  It  WBS  the  service  of  tlie  f&ithftil  sol- 
dier that  entitles  bim  to  a  peodon ;  aud,  wheth- 
er rich  or  poor,  he  was  equally  the  object  of 
bis  coniitr7's  Jnrtioe. 

The  present  laws  are  of  &  most  invidiona 
character ;  and  the  practical  operationa  of  them 
are  most  m^nst,  Tbbre  are  thoae  in  mj  own 
State,  who  were  engaged  in  the  same  service 
dnruig  most  of  the  war,  who  fooght  Bide  by 
aide  nnder  the  operation  of  your  pension  laws : 
one  is  taken  while  anodier  is  left,  one  is  poor 
while  the  other  is  not  rich ;  one  receives  the 
boont;  of  hia  ooontry,  and  from  the  other  that 
bounty  is  withheld :  and  why  is  this  differ' 
enoe  t  why  this  invidious,  this  mortif^dng  dis- 
tinction ?  Merelj,  sir,  because  one  b;  his  own 
SrndeDoe  has  been  able  to  save  a  few  hnndred 
ollars  for  the  comfortable  support  of  himself 
and  his  ftoiily :  merely,  nr,  because  one  bjr  his 
own  indnstry  has  been  able  to  keep  bimsetf 
from  the  list  of  town  paupers :  merely,  sir,  be- 
canse  be  has  not  been  the  object  of  pnblic  and 
private  charity;  while  the  other  has,  by  a 
ooQTSe  of  misfortune,  or  by  a  want  of  ordinary 
prudence,  erperienced  the  ambarrBssmentg  and 
privations  of  poverty.     And  yet  it  has  hap- 


pened, that,  in  extending  the  bonnty  provided 
by  the  pension  laws  to  uioae  embraced  wittdn 
the  last  description,  you  have  made  their  sitoa- 


B  derirable 


from  a  pensloii  by  the  practical  application  of 
the  same  laws. 

Such  ifl  the  partial,  unjast,  and  inTidions  op- 
eration of  the  present  penuon  system. 

I  shftU  most  cheerflilly  give  my  aid  and  my 
support  to  the  bill  ai^  to  the  amendments 
reoommMded  by  the  Oommlttae  of  the  Whole, 
for  the  reason  that  they  are  calonlated  to  ex- 
tend the  benefits  of  the  pension  system ;  and 
that,  if  they  shall  be  adopted,  ~Uie  cases  of 
many  meritorioos  soldiers  will  be  embraced 
within  their  provisions.  When  a  few  more 
years  shall  have  passed  away,  all  those  who  are 
now,  or  who  may,  by  the  most  liberal  pro- 
vi^ns  of  your  laws,  hereafter  be  placed  on 
yonr  pennon  list,  will  be  nnmberea  with  the 
oongregation  of  the  dead ;  and  then  there  will 
exist  no  necessity  to  make  the  annual  appropri- 
ations for  the  fulfilment  of  the  existing  pension 
acts,  which  seem  to  be  so  peculiarly  obnoiions 
to  the  gentleman  from  Eentucky,  (l£r.  Wiox- 
utYK.)  That  senUeman  says  he  is  opposed  to 
the  bill  and' the  amendments,  for  the  reason 
that  they  will  tend  to  swell  the  pension  list; 
for  this  reason,  and  for  this  reason  alone,  they 
meet  with  my  entire  approbation,  and  shall  re- 
ceive my  most  hearty  support.  I  perfectly  ac- 
cord with  the  remarks  which  have  fallen  from 
the  gentieman  from  Norti  Oarolina,  (Mr,  Cjlb- 
BOR.)  To  the  whole  of  that  faithful  band  of 
patriots,  who  performed  the  requisite  term  of 
sarvioe,  in  the  war  of  the  revolution,  1  would 
extend  the  benefits  of  the  pension  laws — I 
would  do  that  as  a  matter  of  justice — could  I 
have  my  will,  I  would  not  atop  short ;  and,  at 


all  times,  I  diaU  feel  disposed  to  give  my  Iiut 
ud  in  l^e  anpport  of.  every  measure  wludi 
shall  have  for  its  ol^ect  the  ezten^ng  the  ben- 
efits of  tbe  pennon  system ;  which  di*ii  ii 
efi^ct  place  the  greatest  number  of  oar  revoh- 
tionary  soldiers  on  the  pension  list.  It  wimU 
be  but  an  act  of  justjca  to  indnde  every  infi- 
vidual  who  has  perfbnned  the  requisite  teni  of 
service.  It  would  be  but  an  honest  dischiiss 
of  our  obligations  to  tids  meritorions  elaas  tf 

The  geittleman  from  E^itucky  Qb,  Wkx- 
liffk)  has  ftirther  stated,  that,  If  the  anKod- 
ment  of  the  committee  ehould  be  adiqrted  I7 
the  House,  it  would  of  conaeqneDoe  greatly  it- 
crease  the  amount  of  the  appropriataons  for  lUs 
object  It  might  be  so :  but  that  consideiatko 
should  not  deter  na,  if  the  measure  is  right:  't 
cannot  deter  me  from  doing  tUs  act,  whtdi  I 
deem  but  an  act  of  perfect  jostiee. 

The  number  of  revolutionaiT  penamera  &II1 
short  of  twelve  thonsand,  and  the  namber  tf 
invalid  peuuoneri  falls  short  of  four  thonsmd; 
and  whether  the  number  would  or  would  not 
be  increased,  by  pasnng  the  bill  with  the 
amendments  now  nnder  consideration,  I  will 
not  stop  to  inquire ;  for  I  cannot  but  conadw 
this  as  a  debt  ane  to  this  fUthful  band  of  patri- 
ots, founded  on  services  performed,  and  on  xk- 
rifices  made,  for  this  country  dnring  the  wir  of 
onr  revolution ;  and  it  is  alike  due  to  til,  do 
matter  what  may  be  his  condition  or  ciraoo- 
stanees  in  life.  These  Imng  my  view^  ud 
nnder  the  infinence  of  these  connderaUciu,  I 
cannot  &vor  the  amendment  of  the  g«Dtknna 
from  Virginia;  but  shall  moet  freely  lend  mj 
^d  to  the  mort  liberal  extent  and  to  the  mM 
liberal  implication  of  the  penaon  avstem,  imtil 
ever^  faithful  soldier  of  the  revolution  ahiB 
participate  in  the  jnstioa  of  the  oonntiy;  ai 
if  I  cannot  sncceed,  at  this  time,  in  aecomi^sb- 
tug  the  extent  of  my  wishes,  1  will  do  what- 
ever my  bonds  shall  find  to  do,  in  furthemw* 
of  the  object. 

The  firat  pension  act  was  pased  in  1618,  vA 
it  offered  encouragement  to  the  rannaat  rf 
that  band  of  patriots  who  braved  the  st<xm  of 
onr  revolution,  to  ask  and  to  receive  ud  from 
their  common  country ;  and  under  thia  set 
many  did  ask,  and  many  received ;  but  in  t 
short  period  an  additional  act  was  passed 
which  suspended  the  payment  of  every  pen- 
sioner antU  be  should  make  and  tiyrwtxA  to  the 
department  a  schedule  of  his  property,  whicb 
should  furnish  the  evidence  that  he  was  in  ndi 
indigent  circDmstanoea  as  not  to  beabIeti>Ri!>- 
pcnt  himself  without  the  ud  of  tMifaho  or  of 
private  charity ;  and  only  in  sucn  eveat,  to- 
cording  to  the  oonstmcUon  which  hod  be(a 
given  to  the  act  of  1818,  could  he  be  rei«(«d 
to  the  list  Undo-  the  act  of  1830,  macy^TTfy 
many  faithful  and  meritorious  Boldien  were 
dropped  from  the  list    And  although  Biit«e- 

Suent  explanations  would  hare  warranted  th* 
apartment  in  reinstating  many  of  the  *(fI>- 
aan^  yet  anoh  was  also  the  oonstmctioD  |ina 
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^  ta^ontj  to  the  act  of  1820,  that  those  who 
bare  been  dropped  coald  not  be  reiiutated, 
•bich  soggested  the  abaolnle  necessitj  of  the 
Ktof  182S;  and  under  this  hat  statute  such 
nka  nod  r«giilationa  have  been  established  at 
Jie  d^>artniant,  is  in  effect  to  exclude  almost 
■nrj  applicant  who  is  not  nnmbered  on  tike 
ist  of  town  or  country  paupers. 

Sir,  it  has  become  indi^nsablj  necessary 
hat  eoDie  eipUnatory  law  eboald  be  enacted ; 
od  beliering,  as  I  do,  that  the  bill  with  the 
mendments,  reconunended  by  the  Oommittee 
r  the  Whole,  will  do  more  insUce  than  has  as 
et  been  reuderedi,  I  shall  ^ve  them  my  enp- 
jrt. 

The  ameitdment  to  the  amendmaut  was 
Teed  to. 

Mr.  Clibk,  of  Eentac^,  inquired  of  the 
lair  whether  it  would  be  !n  order  to  more  to 
ike  oot  the  Bum  of  one  thousand  dollara,  and 
wrt  sixteen  hondred  instead  of  it. 
The  Speaxkb  said  it  would  not  be  in  order 

make  a  motion  in  the  House  to  inaert  a 
;her  aom  thaa  that  which  had  been  agreed  to 
the  committee. 

tfr.  UcDtrrm  then  moved  to  amend  the 
endment  jost  made,  by  adding  to  it  thie  fol- 
'ing  proviso : 

ProviAd  alto,  that  all  applicants  who  dull  be 
-th  less  than  two  himdred  dolkia  shall  receire 
full  unoDnt  of  the  pemioDS  herein  prorided ; 
tbit,  for  erery  hnndrad  doUan  more  thta  three 
dred  which  any  applicant  ahaU  be  worth,  di 
irs  shall  be  dednoted  from  the  annual  amount 
:be  peosioD  to  which  soeh  appUcant  shall  be 
Jed." 

t  the  snggeetion  of  Mr.  Okais,  of  TlrginlsL, 
licDmrm  modified  bis  propoaitjon,  by 
igint;  the  som  to  three  hundred  dollars. 
r.  BiroBAHAK  teii  he  would  oppose  this 
idment,  for  the  obTioos  reason  that  it 
d  t«nd  to  produce  fraud  and  peijury,  rinoe 
Id  out  an  encouragement^  to  every  appli- 
for  a  peneion,  to  reduce  his  property  as 
IS  three  hundred  dollars.  It  would  give 
nx  dollars  per  every  hundred  he  reduced 
aiue  of  his  property. 
.  UoDoFm  svd  he  was  astonished  that 
ticman  of  so  much  sagacity  as  Vx.  B.  did 
iucover  that  tiie  same  otdeotion  lay  against 
U  itself. 

Bttohaitar  replied,  the  only  difference 
that  the  temptation  to  commit  peijurj' 
ccording  to  his  (Ur.  MoD.'s)  proporatian, 
bid  g^reater. 

£u.8WOBTH  opposed  the  amendment.  It 
e  said,  too  much  refined  for  any  praoti- 

BuBO-RS  eiao  opposed  it, 
qaestJon  was  then  put,  and  taken  by 
nd  na,yBf  and  decided  in  the  negatiTe^ 
56. 

'WioxuFFi  offered  the  following  ammd- 
:o   be  added  to  the  first  amendment  of 
aiDiittde  of  the  Whole : 
tvided  alt«,  that  the  provisiona  of  the  bill 


of  I81S  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to  the  officers 
and  soldiers  who  serred  onder  Oeneral  George 
Roeen  Clarke  in  hia  expedition  against  the  posts 
at  St.  Tiuceata  and  Eiakaskias,  and  the  officers  and 
soldiers  who  served  nine  months  at  any  one  time  in 
the  State  or  continental  service  daring  the  war  of 
the  levolntion,  in  the  quarter  or  wngonmaster's 
department,  thoogh  they  were  not  of  the  line  of  the 

The  qneation  on  Mr.  ViOKum's  proposition 
was  decided  in  the  negBtave. 

Kr.  Uajrtix  tlien  moved  to  amend  the  bill 
by  inserting  at  the  end  of  the  amendment  of  the 
oommittee  to  the  first  Kodon  of  the  bill,  the 
following  words : 

"  And  an  snch  as  were  engaged  In  serrioe  under 
the  command  of  FikobIb  Haiion,  Thonus  Sumter, 
and  Andrew  Fu^na,  of  Bouth  Carolina,  whether 
daring  their  oommand  as  colonels  or  brigadier 

ne  snbaeqneully  modified  his  proposition,  by 
adding  to  it  the  following  woras,  at  the  in- 
stance (tf  3£r.  Watitb  : 

"And  an  inch  h  were  In  aervlce  for  the  time 
staled  in  this  act,  tmder  Colonels  John  Twigg, 
BUJah  Claude,  and  James  Jaokson,  In  the  State  of 

Vr.  Ohiltok  moved  an  a^onmment,  which 
was  reftased. 

The  amendment  proposed  liy  Hi.  Uaimx,  as 
modified,  was  r^ected. 

The  question  being  stated  on  tiie  amendment 
offered  yesterday  in  committee,  by  Mr.  Sill, 
and  agreed  to, 

Mr.  HowuD  Bugpested  that  it  was  in  con- 
flict with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  1820,. 
preacribing  the  oath  to  be  taken  by  persons 
daimluK  penfflons. 

To  obviate  this  difficulty,  verbal  modifica- 
tions were  proposed  by  Mr.  Datib,  of  Massa- 
chusetts, and  lb.  Busasa. 

Mr.  F.  P.  Babboub  snbmitted  the  following 
— to  strike  out  the  third  section  of  the  bill,  and 
to  insert  theee  words: 

"  Proniid,  that  the  oath  prescribed  by  the  act  of 
1880,  entitled  '  An  act  in  addition  to  an  act  eatltled 
an  act  to  provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the 
land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
revolutionary  war,  passed  the  eighteenth  day  of 
Haieb,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  dghtceu,' 
shall  be  BO  br  varied  as  to  apply  to  the  date  of  the 
paasua  of  this  act,  instead  of  the  time  In  sold  act 
specified." 

TSx.  Sill  offered  the  followiu^  proviso,  which 
he  thought  would  meet  the  views  of  the  gen- 
tleman: 

"Bntnothingin  this  act  shall  be  so  conitmedai 
to  ^pense  with  the  oath  required  by  the  act  of 
1820." 

Mr.  P.  P.  Baxboub,  ^>proving  of  this  pro- 
viso, withdrew  the  amendment  he  offered; 
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The  amesdment  to  the  smeDdmeDt  was  Qien 
agreed  to. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  having 
been  gone  throngh, 

Kr.  Cbiltor  tiien  moved  to  amend  the  vhole 
bill  as  amended,  bv  stirking  oat  all  alter  the 
enacting  clause,  and  inserting  the  following  as 
a  sabstitntA : 

"Thkt  the  proriaions  of  the  pentdon  Uwi  of  the 
United  States,  which  are  now  in  force,  shall  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby,  so  eiUnded  as  to  embrace, 
upon  the  same  princlplen,  and  under  the  same  rules 
and  reKulatioDB  as  to  testimonj,  auch  troops  as 
fought  m  the  State  lines,  or  belonged  to  the  volim- 
teer  corps,  havliie  serred  at  one  or  more  periods, 
for  the  term  of  une  months,  and  to  the  draughted 
militia  of  the  Mreral  States." 

Hr.  Oassor  moT«d  an  a^onniment,  wUoh 
vaarefbsed. 

Ht.  Ohiltok  then  proceeded  to  ezpUn  hia 
amendment  for  a  short  time,  but  the  impa- 
tience of  meiobers  (it  being  then  past  five 
o'clock)  indnced  him  to  renew  the  motion  ' 
adjonrn.  Bnt  the  House  reflued  to  ac^on 
Teaa  8S,  najs  103. 

Ifr.  Ohiltoh  Uien  asked  fbr  the  feas  and 
nays  on  the  qnestion  upon  the  snbrtitnte  he 
offered. 

Hi.  I>wiost  itttid  he  thongtat  it  was  bn 
oiprocating  the  conrtesj  extended  by  Ur.  0.  to 
the  Eonae  in  not  trespassing  on  their  attention, 
when  he  discovered  tiieir  relnctauoe  to  bear 
him,  that  they  shoold  Indulge  him,  (Ur.  0.,)  by 
ngreeing  to  have  the  qnestion  tt^en  by  yeaa 
and  nays. 

Mr.  MiLLZB  then  called  for  the  prertons  qnea- 
tion,  which  was  seconded.    Yeas  eS,  nays  78. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  on  uie  pre- 
vions  qneation. 

Another  motion  to  a^oom  was  made,  which 
iraa  nnsncoessfnl. 

The  yeas  and  naya  were  then  taken  on  the 
previous  qnestion,  and  it  waa  dedded  in  the 
affirmative — 92  to  8S. 

On  the  mtun  qnestion,  "Shall  the  bill  and 
amendments  be  ordered  to  be  engroased  for  a 
third  reading  ? "  the  yeaa  and  nays  were  or- 
dered, and  were  aa  follows : 


Cahoon,  Campbell,  Chandler,  Qark,  Coleman, 
diet.  Conner,  Coulter,  Coirles,  HectoF  Craig,  Robert 
Cr^^,  Cnne,  Cravford,  Cralghton,  Crownlnshield, 
Daniel,  DareDport,  John  Da*is,  Deberry,  Denny, 
De  Witt,  Diclcinsan,  Doddii^,  Du^t,  Dnncan, 
Dwight,  Eirll,  EUswortb,  Geo.  Krans,  JoAasKrans, 
Edward  Everett,  Qorsca  Everett,  Finob,  Ford, 
Forward,  F17,  Oreunell,  Halsey,  Hammons,  Hawk- 
Ina,  HemphlU,  Biada,  HotftnaD,  Howard,  Hubbard, 
Hughea,  Hunt,  Buntington,  Ihrie,  IngenoO,  Thomas 


Lyon,  Hagee,  Hallarj,  Martiw     .. 

veQ,  Lewis  Kaiwell,  HcOeery,  Kclnllra,  Mercer, 
Uller,  HitdieB,  Uonell,  KnUenberg,  Norton,  Pearce, 


FetUs,  Powers,  RanueT,  Reed,  Richudion,  Rnd, 
Scott,  Shields,  Semmes,  ^  Samuel  A.  Smth.  la- 
brose  ^)enceT,  Richard  Spencer,  Sterigere,  Slejliai, 
W.  L.  Storrs,  Strong,  Sutherland,  Gwina,  Swift, 
Tajlor,  Test,  J.  Thompson,  Tracy,  VmlHitt, 
WaahluKton,  Weeks,  Whittlesey,  C.  P.  WUle, 
Edward  D.  White,  Wingate,  Tsncey,  Toaag— 1!L 
Nath. — Messrs.  Alexander,  Alston,  Anctl,  in- 
strong,  Philip  P.  Barbour,  Barnwell,  B^  Jiws 
Blair  John  Blair,  Chilton,  Claiborne,  Clay,  Cndnt, 
Crocheron,  W.  R.  Davis,  Desha,  Drayton,  Fteut, 
HaH,  Haynea,  Isacks,  Cave  Johnsoo,  Lanur,  La, 
Lewis,  Loyal),  Lmn)^,  Martin,  McCoy,  HcDul^ 
Nuckolls,  Overton,  Polk,  Rencher,  Roane,  A  E. 
Bhepperd,  Alexander  Smyth,  Speight,  BUabenr, 
Btandifer,  Wiley  Thompson,  Treirant,  IiidH!^ 
Tance,  TInton,  Wayn^  Wicklifle,  Wniiaoa-m. 


Fkday,  Ibrofa  19. 
SMohUienary  Fmaiown. 

The  engrossed  bill  explanatory  of  the  rtrc- 
Intionary  penmon  laws,  (eetablishtoc  i  coo- 
stmotiou  of  those  laws  more  liberal  ttutti  tliej 
receive  from  the  Secretary  of  War.)  wae  read  a 
third  time,  and  the  qnestion  stated  <«  the  pM- 
aase  of  the  bUl, 

Hr.  Wnjjun,  of  North  CanJioa,  roas,  nd 
sud,  after  the  very  fnll  diacnsdon  of  the  biU 
yesterday,  and  the  dedded  majority  whkh  %f- 

Ced  in  its  favor,  it  would  be  ineicnisbte  in 
now  to  oonsnme  the  time  of  the  Hoom 
with  an  argoment  on  the  merits  of  the  bilL 
Bat  this  was  aa  proper  a  time  as  any  (o  try  the 
sense  of  t^e  House  on  the  qnestion  of  ptnrid- 
fng  for  tike  militia  of  the  revolntionaiy  w,  u 
well  as  the  regular  soldiers  of  the  revohrtioa. 
He  shonld,  therefore,  move  to  reooomiit  lb* 
bill,  with  instmctions  to  incorporate  sodi  • 
provision  in  it.  If  either  of  these  daBM  d 
troops  were  to  be  provided  f(>r,  alone,  Ur.  V- 
avowed  that  be  had  no  hesitatliHi  in  ssjing  b* 
woold  ^ve  the  prefbrence  to  tlie  nuUtU,  te- 
canse  they  entered  tlie  service  from  diArtM 
and  hi^er  motives,  and  were  of  v<ty  i^htoA 
materials.  He  wonld,  however,  abrtaioha 
any  deb^  uid  eontent  himself  with  nqJy 
inKting  his  motion,  whidi  he  ^mpeA  voeldiot 
be  cnt  off  by  tlie  previoos  qneetiMi,  as  ***,|^ 
case  yesterday ;  and  on  hie  mo&ai  he  ttM 
for  the  yeas  and  nays. 

Kr.  Batb  opposed  the  motion.  Ib«  wT 
effect  of  it  woold  be  to  defeat  this  UU.  ar 
every  bill  which  had  embraced  the  proriaMi 
proposed,  had  sunk.  If  the  House  was  in  &'■ 
of  sneh  a  proviso,  it  conld  bo  introdooed  !«» 
after  in  a  separate  bill;  but  he  protaWo 
agunst  endangering  the  bill  by  this  P™"^* 

Mr.  Bbll  repr^ended  warmly  the  mw 
pnrsned  bv  the  m^ority,  in  cutting  off  ^^"^ 
and  amenomeat,  and  forcing  the  bill  throng 

He  asserted  and  maintained  ateonsidnttw 
length  the  merita  of  the  militia  of  the  rerols- 
tion,  and  their  claims  to  reward,  if  ■"?  P''?f 
the  revolntionary  soldiers  were  P™™"  ^^j 
condemned  the  plan  so  manifeaUy  pnni«4  " 
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getting  the  penaion  BjBtem  extended  grsdnaUr 
br  detaiidiiiieDtg,  from  s  fear  that  it  voidd  not 
go  down  ail  at  ouce;  and  avoired  ami  ex- 
plained bia  ol^eotiona  to  the  ori^nal  pension 
act  of  1618,  on  aoooimt  of  its  nnliist  and  in- 
▼idioiu  discriminationB  between  uie  different 
clasBM  whioh  served  in  the  rerolntionarj  war, 
and  excluding  the  most  meritorions,  Ac 

ICr.  Spkisht  moved  to  amend  the  amend- 
ment by  the  addition,  that  no  person  ihoold  be 
placed  on  the  pension  roll,  if  hia  property  aball 
exoeed  five  bandred  dollars  independentlj  of 
bis  debts. 

Hr.  WnxiAiffl  did  not  wiah  bis  amendment 
to  be  eneunbered  with  any  other  proposition. 
He  wished  to  obtiun  the  sense  of  the  House  on 
tha  simple  and  distinct  qnetrtdon  which  he  bad 
onbniittod. 

Hi.  Oabsou  objected  t«  Mr.  SpufiRr'a  mo- 
tion, that  it  had  been  tried  and  rejected  ^ester- 
daj — that  it  wsb  nseless  to  offer  it  egam,  and 
ho  wiahed  to  see  l£r.  Wuliaiu'b  amendment 
tried  by  itself. 

On  sabmitting  this  amendment,  Ur.  6.  Mid 
that  he  rose  for  the  pnrpose  of  oSbring  an 
amendment  to  the  InstraotionB  of  hia  oollesgne, 
(Mr.  WiLuuis.)  He  had  no  disposition  to  en- 
tar  into  the  general  discossion  of  the  qneation 
before  the  House ;  for  he  was  well  aware  of 
the  ritaation  in  which  any  gentleman  wse 
placed  who  might  venture  to  eiprese  hia  opin- 
ion in  opposition  to  a  pension  bill,  however 
partial  it  misht  be  in  its  operation.  It  wonld 
seem,  from  t£e  disposition  manifested  by  some 

SDtlemen  who  have  participated  in  the  de- 
t«,  that  all  those  who  venture  to  express  ob- 
jectiona  to  this  bill  are  to  be  regarded  as  un- 
feeling and  onffrateful  towards  those  who 
fought  for  the  liberty  of  the  country.  He 
-•womd  inform  gentlemen  be  felt  aamnoh  regard 
for  the  welfare  of  them  as  any  man.  But  be 
was  opposed  to  this  bill,  beoaose  it  made  an  in- 
Tidions  distinction ;  it  contemplated  provisions 
only  for  those  wbo'belongea  to  the  regular 
line;  and  it  wu  known  that  the  Northern 
States  were  the  theatre  of  war  with  the  Brit- 
ish, while,  in  the  Booth,  a  partiaan  warfare  was 
carried  on,  which  eventuated  in  promoting  the 
cause  of  liberty  ea  much  aa  that  in  the  North. 
By  the  passage  of  this  bill,  no  provision  would 
be  made  for  uie  troops  in  tiie  Bontb  of  the  nd- 
lant  Marion,  Sumter,  and  Oaewell ;  and,  in  hia 
opinion,  they  were  equally  endtied  to  the  fos- 
tering hand  of  the  Government  aa  the  regulars. 
He  appealed  to  the  magnanimitv  and  the  grati- 
tude of  the  House,  to  say  if  tne  militia  were 
to  be  pamod  by  unnoticed.  He  knew  many  of 
them  who  were  old  and  bowed  down  by  in- 
firmities, and  their  sitnation  oalled  on  this 
House  for  aid  aa  much  as  any  portion  of  the 
revolntionary  patriots.  By  this  bill  you  make 
provison  for  Uioae  of  the  regular  line ;  and  if 
they,  as  I  have  no  doubt  was  the  fact  witii 
many  of  them,  who  never  saw  an  enemy  and 
never  fired  a  gun,  are  to  be  provided  for,  while 
the  poor  militiamen,  who  leh  their  homes,  bad 


their  wivea  and  children  butchered,  their  houses  ' 
burnt,  and  every  thing  destroyed,  are  to  be  un- 
noticed, he  was  opposed  to  the  bill  and  all  sooh 
partial  legislation. 

The  amendment  be  had  proposed  Sxed  th« 
maximum  of  proper^  at  five  hundred  dollars. 
In  hia  opinion,  tlut  was  high  enongh ;  and  any 
who  waa  worth  that  amonnt  of  property,  after 
bis  debts  were  deducted,  waa  able,  without  the 
^d  of  the  Qovermneot,  to  support  himself. 
Though,  in  condaBion,  he  would  say,  be  conld 
not  so  much  as  say  what  might  be  the  sum 
fixed  *on,  be  hoped  Uie  bill  womd  be  committed 
with  the  instrnotiona  to  extend  the  pennon  law 
to  the  militia. 

The  debate  now  asanmed  a  general  and  oom- 
prebenrive  scope, 

Mr.  WtLDK  oddremed  the  House  at  la^e.  In 
HSpport  of  Mr.  WnjjAHs's  amendment,  and  in 
sopport  of  the  olaims  of  the  militia. 

Mr.  Leooiots  spoke  earnestly  in  favor  of  the 
bill,  and  the  principle  of  providing  liberally 
for  the  remnants  of  the  revolntionary  army. 

Mr.  Orooebtt,  of  Tennessee,  sud,  he  felt 
himself  called  on  to  anbmit  a  few  remarks  on 
the  bill  under  consideration.  Bir,  add  Mr.  0., 
I  voted  against  the  bill  yesterday,  whioh  is 
called  an  explanatory  law  of  the  act  of  1818, 
for  the  relief  of  the  old  revolutionary  soldiers. 
Bir,  I  consider  the  provisions  of  the  bill,  as  it 
ia  amended,  a  partial  one,  and  such  a  one  aa  I 
cannot  nor  wiU  not  snwort.  I  have  alwt^ 
been  the  firm  friend  of  the  old  soldiers,  and 
hope  ever  to  remun  their  friend,  while  I  am 
entitled  to  raise  my  voice  in  this  House. 

Bir,  what  are  the  provisions  of  the  bill  I 
You  give  any  and  every  man  a  pension,  who 
has  no  more  than  one  thousand  dollars,  excln- 
nve  of  hia  household  fomitnre,  house,  and 
land,  &ir,  in  my  country,  we  think  a  man 
pretty  well  off  wbo  owns  that  sum  aiUr  pay- 
mg  ^  his  debts,  and  owning  snoh  property  as 
is  described.  Sir,  I  do  not  conrider  that  a  man 
in  sndi  a  ritnation  onght  to  be  entiUed  to  the 
bounty  of  hia  Government.  Sir,  in  my  coon- 
try,  for  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars,  a  man 
can  purchase  two  good  negro  men  and  one 
hunied  aoree  of  the  beat  land  in  the  country. 
ThatL  sir,  would  support  a  man,  without  calling 
on  tne  Government  for  a  pennon.  I  came 
here,  aaid  Mr.  0.,  to  do  juatfoe  to  every  man, 
and  under  all  circumstsnoes ;  and  if  I  cannot 
do  thia,  I  will  not  vote  for  a  partial  law  lika 
Uiia.  Sir,  thia  bill  provides  for  none  but  those 
of  the  continental  line,  and  exolndea  all  the 
volunteers  and  militia  who  fought  in  the  old 
war,  no  matter  how  meritoriottB  they  were. 
Sir,  some  of  those  very  men,  who  fought 
bravely,  and  who  are  tottering  throogh  b&, 
almost  ready  to  drop  into  the  grave,  have  been 
knooUng  at  the  door  of  Oongresa  for  years ; 
and  what  are  we  doing,  rir  t  Pasring  a  law  to 
exolnde  them,  and  to  provide  for  men  that  do 
not  need  the  boontf  of  tiie  Government,  ffir, 
tack  them  all  tt^ther,  and  I  will  go  as  for  for 
than  as  any  gentlemian  in  Congress.     What 
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was  eaid  hj  the  gentleioaii  from  New  York  ? 
(ill.  Tatlob.)  He  has  drawn  the  distinction 
between  the  resnlors  and  the  militia  and  volon- 
teera,  and  has  decided  in  favor  of  the  regnlars 
reoeiving  tlie  bounty  of  the  Qovernment,  to 
the  ezduBion  of  the  others.  Sir,  I  mnst  beg 
leave  to  differ  in  opinion  with  that  gentleman. 
If  I  were  to  draw  a  distinction,  I  would  give 
the  preference  to  the  militiaman  and  the  vol- 
unteer. The  regolar  sold  himself  to  the  Qov- 
emmeat  for  a  bonaty  of  land  and  mone^, 
which  be  received  long  since ;  and  the  others 
wont  and  fought  for  the  love  of  their  ooontiy ; 
they  left  their  homes  and  their  wives  and  chil- 
dren, and  foQght  bravelj  throngh.Uie  war,  and 
leoeired  the  little  pittance  of  common  wages. 
Sir,  is  it  Jost,  is  it  honest,  to  ezclnde  those 
men  ?  Ko,  sir ;  I  am  bound  to  decide  entirelj 
in  their  favor,  if  we  g^ve  an;r  &  preference. 
But,  sir,  it  is  my  wish  to  provide  for  aU,  1 
hear  gentlemen  eaj  tbat  we  will  bankrupt  tbe 
nation.  Well,  sir,  let  it  be  bo — I  go  for  all  or 
none.  I  see  milliona  alter  millions  of  money 
voted  Bw^ — for  what^  sir}  For  tbe  petty  lit- 
ti«  object  of  supporting  yonr  fortifloations, 
breakwaters,  or  light-houses. 

Sir,  in  my  district  I  know  some  of  those  de- 
serving old  men,  who  cannot  long  trouble  this 
Government  with  their  voices,  asking  ud,  in 
Uieir  old  age,  to  make  them  feel  comfortacle. 
A  few  days  more,  and  they  bid  adieu  to  this 
world.  I  do  insiat  that  they  never  ought  to  be 
forgotten  or  neglected,  while  there  is  one  of 
them  to  olum  our  gratitude.  They  have 
achieved  the  glory  and  honor  of  onr  coontry 
by  their  bravery.  The  privileges  which  we 
are  now  ei^'oying  on  this  floor,  were  purchased 
by  their  toil  and  blood.  Sir,  let  me  tell  gentle- 
men that  I  bad  the  honor,  in  our  last  straggle, 
to  shoulder  my  gun,  and  march  into  the  field. 
There  I  discovered  who  fought  bravest,  the 
t^nlars  or  the  volunteers  and  mi)itlB.  Sir, 
when  the  regular  troops  were  living  bounti- 
fiiUy,  the  militia  were  m  a  state  of  starvation. 
I  have  witnessed  this,  and,  therefore,  I  am  en- 
aUed  tojndgefrom  that  ciromnstsnce  bow  they 
fared  in  the  first  war.  Sir,  there  are  but  few 
of  those  poor  old  veterana  in  my  section  of 
oonntry,  ^ough  I  imagine  it  is  very  different 
in  the  North.  I  have  been  informed,  and  be- 
lieve it,  that  they  never  die  in  tjie  Eastern 
States.  Sir,  from  what  I  can  leam,  I  should 
expect  that  they  live  always  there. 

I  discover  that  some  gentlemen  wish  to  get 
the  fands  of  this  Government  distributed,  and 
they  core  not  for  what.  Sir,  I  came  here  to  do 
Justice ;  and  I  will  dojustioe,  or  I  will  do  noth- 
ing, la  my  district,  1  know  one  case,  where  a 
poor  old  revolutionary  soldier,  who  served  as  a 
volunteer  for  some  time,  then  enlisted  as  a 
sulor,  and  served  three  years  on  the  ocean, 
who  is  unprovided  fbr.  Su-,  it  is  lamentable  to 
view  his  situation,  and  bear  him  tell  of  hia  suf- 
ferings: It  is  oat  of  his  power,  at  this  time,  to 
find  any  of  his  old  brother  sailors  who  served 
with  him.    Sir,  his  utuation  is  this :  one  good 
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neighbor  has  supported  the  poor  old  man,  tui 
another  his  old  uiay,  and  muntain  them  Jntt  u 
an  acf  of  charity.  I  presented  the  pOM"  old 
man's  olum  to  tins  Honse,  and  wiiat  is  the  n- 
snltt  He  is  rejected,  and  fbr  the  reaarathit 
he  cannot  obtain  proof,  only  by  hia  own  oitli. 
Sir,  I  do  not  beUeve  he  would  make  a  matf- 
resentation  for  any  conaderation.  Tins  ii  om 
case :  and  I  have  no  doubt  but  there  are  nmj 
other  such  cases.  For  God's  sake,  if  yon  da 
extend  charity  to  one  daas,  do  so  to  aE  I 
voted  sgainst  the  old  officers'  bill,  last  sesara^ 
beoanse  yon  would  not  attach  the  soldiers  to 
them,  who  fonght  with  them  ride  by  ait, 
Now.  tar,  if  yon  cut  off  the  volnnteen  snj 
militia,  I  will  rote  against  this  bill.    I  wiD  not 

Kfor  them  piecemeal ;  I  take  all  or  none,  u  I 
ve  before  stated.  To  draw  a  distinotim  he- 
tween  men  who  have  performed  the  same  ter- 
vices,  is  what  I  never  will  agree  to  do.  If  jM 
do  not. adopt  the  amendment  of  the  g^lkmm 
from  North  Carolina,  and  attach  tbe  militia  lod 
volunteers,  as  proposed  by  Mr.  OmLTOS^  rf 
Kentucky,  I  will  enter  my  protest  against  tbt 
bill,  and  believe  that  I  have  acted  honestly. 
Sir,  I  will  detain  the  House  no  longer. 

Mr.  Ohiltoii  took  the  same  side,  and  strena- 
ously  advocated  the  amendment  of  Mr.  Vn^ 

Mr.  RioHABDeoB',  remarking  that  this  urn 
one  of  the  days  set  apart  for  private  Inlla, 
tbought  It  right  to  make  an  effort  to  prevent 
the  day  being  oonsamed  by  this  debate ;  and  bs 
therefore  moved  the  previona  question — bat 
the  motion  was  lost 

Mr,  Oabboh  spoke  sgunat  the  reconunitmeut 
of  the  bill,  aoA  in  &vor  of  its  passage  in  its 
present  shape. 

Mr.  WnjJAKs  had  refrained  from  going  isto 
any  reasons  when  be  offered  (be  amendnim^ 
hoping  it  would  be  decided  without  debate,  u 
every  man's  mind  was  donbtlem  made  up  oa 
the  question ;  bnt  as  he  had  been  disappouiI<d 
in  this  hope,  he  now  proceeded  to  submit  it 
la^^  his  reasons  in  fiivor  of  his  amendment. 

Mr,  Watux  followed  on  the  same  nde,  toi 
addressed  the  Eonse  at  oonsiderable  length,  in 
support  of  the  claims  of  the  militia  of  th«  lev- 
olntion  to  equal  favor,  at  least,  at  the  hand)  of 
the  Government. 

Mr.  Haul  handed  to  the  Ohair  the  foDoviof 
extract  front  a  letter  which  he  bad  reoeivM 
from  the  chief  of  the  Pen^n  Office,  whicli  b* 
desired  to  be  read  for  the  information  of  lbs 

"It  appears  that  tbe  following  qipnipciitioM 
have  been  made  for  paying  penmonera  niider  lb* 
actof  Harch  16,  1BI8. 
Tbe  l&w  of  the  20th  April,  IB18,  appro- 
priated $  100,000 
"        16th  Februuy,  1BI0,  l,TaO,U0 
"        14th  April,  ISiO,  S,1M.4W 
"       8d  Karoh,  IBtl,  1,SOO,000 
"        15th  Harch,  1833,  l.Wl.M  H 
"        Sd  Haroh,  1838,                  ],eSB|8lf 
«        10th  Match,  1824,               1,M1,«»  »• 
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The  l»w  of  the  21rt  Febrour,  1SS6,     1,M8,4S2  U 
>'  ISth  Juinv7, 18S6,      1,863,790 

X  29tli  Juiuarj,  1B37,       l,2eO,I8S 

Aggregate,  t14,190,l44  21) 

"The  predie  nainber  of  ipplioiitioDi  cannot  be 

ucertuned,  u  a  correct  accouot  of  them  «M  Dot 

kept  kt  the  commencement  of  the  opentioQ  of  the 

hw ;  but  the  unooDt  ia  known  to  exceed  thirtj-one 

"  The  anmber  of  men  fn  the  continental  army,  at 
the  close  of  the  reTolutionarj  war,  was  thirteen  thou- 
Mtnd  foor  hnndred  and  Beveatf-iii.  The  armj  was 
larger  ia  1778  than  at  any  other  period  of  the  war: 
It  contained  fortr-aii  thouaand  el^t  hnndied  and 
ninety-one  men. 

"HiscHl9,lS80. 

"  The  amount  of  appropriationi  np  to  thii  time, 
inclndiag  the  appropriation  of  this  lenion,  if  rightly 
added,  ia  uxteen  miliiona  fire  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
thooaand  three  bundrad  and  twentj-fonr  dolLu*  and 

The  qneaUon  being  pat  on  Mr.  Spikiet'b  mo- 
tion, it  vas  negatived,  without  &  divieion. 

The  tunendment  offered  by  Hr.  Wiluame 
was  then  also  decided  in  the  Derive  by  the 
following  vote :  yeas  T4,  oays  107. 

Mr.  Pols  then  spoke  some  time  against  the 
paasage  of  the  bill.    When  he  concladed, 

Mr.  DoPDBinoa  called  for  tte  previons  qnea- 
tion,  which  was  seconded,  84  to  71;  and  the 
main  quBBtion  was  ordered,  the  effect  of  which 
wtiB  to  set  aside  all  amendments  and  intermedi- 
ate motions.    So  tJiat 

The  qnestioii  was  pnt  on  tiie  passage  of  the 
bill,  and  decided  in  the  afflrmatire — yeas  123, 
luijs  SB. 

MoHDAi,  Maridi  SS. 
Buffitlo  and  2fin»  Orltant  Eoad. 

The  House  resolved  itself  Into  a  Oommittee 
of  tlie  Whole,  and  took  np  the  bill  to  Uy  out 
and  etrtabliah  a  national  road  from  BuSblo, 
in  New  York,  by  Washington  city,  to  New 
Orleans. 

Mr.  Hkhfhiix  rose,  and  entered  into  a  gene- 
ral defence  of  the  proposed  measure,  maintain- 
ing it«  oonatitotionali^— being  a  work  emphat- 
ically national — its  high  importance  to  the 
Union,  ha.  He  had  not  concluded  his  re- 
markSj  when  he  gave  way  for  a  motion  Ibr  the 
comnutt«e  to  rise. 


Tusaoa-E,  May  38. 
Cat  nf  JuAgt  Ptel, 
Ur.  BnoEA^aii,  fh)m  the  Oommittee  on  the 
Jndiciary,  to  which  was  referred  the  memorial 
of  Lnke  E.  Lawlees,  of  Missonri,  oomplMning 
of  the  conduot  of  James  H.  Feck,  Judge  of  the 
District  Conrt  of  the  United  States  for  the  Dis- 
trict of  Missonri,  made  a  r^ort  Aereoa,  oon- 
dnding  with  the  opinion  that  the  sud  jadge 
ought  to  be  impeached. 
VouX— « 


[H.  or  R. 

Mr.  BccEAHiJi,  in  presenting  the  above  re- 
port, stated  that  Hna  oommittee  had  deemed  it 
forest  towards  the  party  aoooaed,  not  to  report 
to  the  Honse  tiieir  reasons  at  length  for  arriv- 
ing at  the  oonolnslon  that  he  onRht  to  be  im- 
peached. La  Uiis  respect,  they  uionght  it  ad- 
visable to  fbllow  the  precedent  which  had  been 
eetabltshed  in  the  case  of  the  impeachment  of 
Jndge  Ohase,  Mr.  B,  moved  to  print  the  re- 
port and  doctunente. 

Mr,  Olat  moved  to  amend  the  motion  to 
print,  by  adding  the  words,  "  And  also  the  me- 
morial of  Lake  E.  Lawless,  and  the  address  <tf 


«  jndge  to  the  committee," 
MT.  Ujltuss  moved  to  suspend  t 
tlie  Hooae  which  prohibits  debate  on  motdona 


1  the  role  of 


rqeated,  and  the  report  and  d 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Batbs,  from  the  Oommittee  on  IClitary 
Pensions,  and  by  order  of  that  committee, 
moved  that  the  Oommittee  of  the  whole  House 
on  the  state  of  the  Union  be  discharged  from 
the  fhrther  oonMderation  of  tbe  resolntion  re- 
ported fl'om  the  Oommittee  on  MiUtary  Pen- 
sions, on  the  8th  of  Jonnary  last,  to  extend  the 
pension  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  in- 
olnde  within  its  iroviuona  every  soldier  who 
aided  in  eatablishing  onr  liberties,  and  who  it 
nnahle  to  muntun  himself  in  comfort ;  and 
that  the  sud  resolution  be  made  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  nezt>  the  SOth 
instant 

Mr.  B.  sold,  gentlemen  who  were  in  favor  of 
the  amendment  of  Mr.  Wiluaiib,  on  Friday 
last,  to  provide  for  the  militia,  would,  by  this 
resolution,  be  presented  with  an  opportunity  of 
effecting  their  wishes ;  and,  on  tlie  motion 
which  he  mode,  he  asked  the  yeas  and  nays. 
They  were  ordered  accordingly,  and  were  as 

Kit  the  motion,  129 — Against  it,  47. 

Mr.  SwDT  moved  a  reoonsideration  of  the 
vote  taken  yesterday,  by  which  the  resolution 
relative  to  fortifications  on  Lake  Ohomplain, 
offered  by  him  on  the  IBth  instant,  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Secretary  of  War — the  question 
having  been  misapprehended  at  the  time  it  was 
*pnt — many  members  snpponng  it  was  on  his 
ori^nal  resolution,  whereas  it  was  on  the 
amendment. 

The  motion  was  agreed  to ;  but  the  expira- 
tion of  the  hour  arTest«d  farther  prooeealngs 
to-day. 

Suffbh  and  Ifino  OrUani  Boad. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Com- 
mittee of  the  whole  Honse  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  HATiras  in  the  chur,  and  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  "  for  nrfcing  a  road 
from  Buffalo,  through  Washington  dty,  to  New 
Orleans." 

Mr.  HxwBiLi.  siud :  This  road,  leading  fi-om 
the  seat  of  the  General  Government  to  Buffalo 
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■od  to  Keir  Orleuu,  two  fronlien  vhioh  will 
be  immineiitlr  exposed  in  ihe  event  of  a  wv, 
OBiinot  be  othennae  Una  lA  the  hi^eat  impor- 
tance. The  badn«M  of  the  road  mia  hence  to 
Bnffido,  doring  the  last  war,  protracted  intelli- 
genoe,  and  prevented  a  qnick  ooooentrMioD  of 
troope  and  of  the  mnnitions  of  war  to  the  parte 
reqnlred.  If  there  had  been  pxA  roads,  the 
militarj  diaaaters  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war  never  would  have  occnrred.  The  badness 
of  the  roads  swelled  the  eipenses  of  the  coon- 
trj  to  a  prodlgions  degree.  A  single  cannon 
tranmorted  from  Uie  fouoderieB  on  the  sea- 
boara  to  the  frontiers  of  the  l^ee,  cost  about 
two  thonsand  dollars,  and  everf  article  neoee- 
aar;  in  war  bore  the  same  wastefil  and  extrav- 
want  proportion.  The  waste  which  the  neces- 
ai^  oi  the  times,  and  state  of  the  roads,  ex- 
poaed  na  to,  wonld  more  than  malie  the  road 
o(att«m[dated  in  the  bilL  Our  oonntrr  is  large ; 
and  the  fttintiera  and  exposed  points  b«ng  at 
great  diataneea  from  eadi  oUier,  render  Hie  n»- 
oeari^  of  good  roads  (in  a  time  of  war)  aQ- 
eaaentlaL  The  mlUtsrjr  power  ot  a  nation,  in 
all  agM,  oimrists  not  more  in  a  nnmerons  popu- 
lation and  great  resources,  than  its  c^>acit7 
to  ooDcentrote  its  forces  with  rapidity  to  the 
erooaed  points  on  the  frontier  liable  to  be  ae- 
saued.  Good  oommonications  increase  the  mil- 
itary arm  in  a  dne  proportion  to  the  population 
and  reeoorcee  of  a  nation  or  coonliy.  On  a 
single  day,  aooner  or  later  in  the  arrival  of 
troops  or  intelUgence,  may  altogether  depend 
the  fate  of  the  moat  important  places  in  the 
oonntry. 

Tbia  nwd  to  BnflUo  presents  advantages  pe- 
cidiariy  national  In  their  character.  It  opens  a 
oonntry  abonndlng  in  iron,  ftiel,  and  water 
power ;  and,  in  the  event  of  onr  fonnderies  and 
armories  <m  the  seaboard  being  destroyed  by 
an  enemy,  it  woold  afford  the  means  of  eatab- 
liahing  others  in  the  interior,  seemv  from  at- 
tack, where  cannon,  shot,  small  arms,  &o., 
might  be  manofactored,  which,  by  means  of 
this  road,  and  other  means  of  transportation, 
oonld  be  taken  to  any  point  wherever  the  na- 
tion ahoold  reqnire.  It  wonld  Mso  t^n  to  the 
aeaboard,  as  well  as  to  the  lakes,  an  ext^udve 
and  flsr^  oonntry,  inerearing  in  population 
and  in  the  production  of  ^vinoos  of  every 
deMfiptioo,  and  which  oonld  be  made  avwlable 
at  dther  axtremity  of  the  road. 

The  proposed  road  wonld  derive  additional 
Importance,  in  a  military  view,  from  tiie  ohar- 
aoter  of  the  popnlation  of  the  comitry  through 
which  it  will  pass.  In  the  mountain  regions. 
it  is  said  that  there  is  scarcely  an  individW 
who  is  not  well  acquainted  with  firearms,  and 
expert  in  horsemanship ;  the  whole  population 
in  the  mountain  regions  (as  well  as  in  tne  plain 
oonntry)  are  diatingniiied  for  their  phyrical 
enecsteo,  which  will  alw^a  render  them  among 
the  best  materials  for  military  purposes.  In 
time  of  peace,  cannon  and  mtmitions  of  war 
mi^t  be  conveyed  by  sea  and  the  New  York 
canal  to  the  frontiers  on  the  lakes.    Bnt,  in 


pluca,U». 

time  of  war,  the  maritime  power  of  the  oeniy 
wonld  render  this  communication  too  udck. 
tain,  and  in  the  winter  time  the  cansl  wonU  bi 
frozen.  [Here  Hi,  Hiwfhiu.  read  the  npot 
of  Doctor  Howard,  one  of  the  United  SUM 
en^neers.] 

"Tbe  Importanoe  of  such  a  road  lathaliMvpn- 
posed,  in  a  military  point  of  viev,  it  so  ntWflj 
marked,  that  it  wilt  not  be  nece*nrj  to  d*eB  oa 
them  in  detail,  but  merely  to  point  Ihem  oit,  b 
will  afford  a  ready  cammiuiication  to  th«  nonbtn 
froDtier,  from  the  central  part  of  PenDBjlmiit,  trai 
UaryUnd,  uid  from  the  eastern  part  of  tbe  Sule<f 
Virginia,  giving  ficilities  for  the  trsnipoititHlD  Ml 
only  of  men,  but  also  of  many  of  the  nipj^  ud 
mumtlons  of  war,  which  are  the  prodtictiona  of  tbM 
three  States.  Daring  tbe  last  «ar,  the  ma  bj 
the  Painted  Pott  was  found  so  neoenary  fbi  iha 
purpose,  thai  It  was  eitensively  used ;  and,  DOtviO- 
standing  the  badnen  of  the  roada,  soppUei  rf  •! 
kinds  wen  carried  on  it,  at  an  eipenie  wliid  H  • 
saUaftctorily  eatlmated  wonld  hare  beea  itMtiat 
(in  a  ringle  campaign)  to  Lave  defrayed  tiie  cot  rf 

"In  (he  present  litnation  of  things,  the  dtiwacf 
the  western  part  of  Kew  York  ue  almoit  u  cfio- 
Daily  separated  from  their  neigfabors  of  Paua;!- 
vaoia,  as  if  an  impassable  barrier  were  isterpcud 
between  them." 

The  highway  proposed  in  the  bill  wiS  ^m 
Inerative  oommimicatiMU  between  these  into- 
esting  sections  of  our  country.  The  locaiica 
of  the  road  ttoja  Washington  to  Buffalo,  i)  Id) 
to  the  discretion  of  the  commiraionen,  is  tbe 
oommittM  oonld  not,  satisfsotonly  to  tbem- 
selves,  dedgnate  tbe  route. 

The  otmunittee  have  deemed  it  snfBdent  to 
have  the  road  located,  graduated,  and  bridM 
and  to  form  the  bed  of  the  road,  ta  an  earueo 
tnmpike,  except  in  snch  coaea  where  it  will  be 
indispensable  to  use  graveL  On  eununiOoo 
of  the  estimates  of  the  engineen  for  maki^ 
tomptke  roads  on  the  several  ront«B  fitn 
Wasbington  to  New  Orleans,  they  state  n 
mnch  for  location,  so  much  for  ^ndaaliai  sad 
bridges,  and  so  much  for  tnmpikmg  with  Koaa 
The  committee,  by  deducting  the  latter,  aod 
t^ing  the  best  pains  they  could  npcm  tlie  nb- 
ject,  eatne  to  tbe  oonoltiaion  that  fifteen  him- 
dred  dollars  per  mile  would  make  ao  eicdM 
oraimon  roM,  gradokted  at  an  elevilim  <* 
three  degrees  m  the  milcL 

From  this  dty  to  Boflalo,  a  orasiderable  d* 
tance  is  tnrapiked ;  and,  whenever  Aat  ii  tM 
case,  it  ia  not  to  be  affected  by  this  bill  1" 
whole  road  to  be  made  will  b&  as  neirMW 
oommittee  oould  Judge,  al>ont  fifteen  ^"^^ 
miles,  which  will  cost  two  million!  two  hondwa 
and  nfly  thonsand  doUars,  to  be  df*"'  ■" '"' 
otalmenta  of  not  more  in  one  year  than  a*<jil 
five  hnndred  thousand  dcdlsrs ;  wlucb  sua  «* 
country  will  aoaicely  feel,  and  it  wiU  U  de- 
tribnted  along  the  whole  line  among  ardatoA 
the  owner*  rf  the  adjacent  lands  for  mstemft 
and  to  the  poor  and  udoatrions  laboreia 

The  great  national  advantages  of  a  road  mo 
the  seat  of  Government  to  New  Ort«aB%  nu 
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scaroelj,  I  staonld  mppoee,  be  denied  by  taj 
one.  Soon  after  the  aoqnisition  of  Loniauma, 
Ur.  JeffeivoD,  u  I  hare  nnderstood,  bad  a  re- 
oonootssaDoe  of  a  road  to  New  OrleatiB  taken 
at  his  private  eipenae.  It  has  been  deemed  of 
■Dch  nutgnitade  bj  the  General  Govermnent, 
that  three  general  routes  hare  been  mirveyed, 
under  the  act  of  80th  April,  1824;  man;^  of 
the  reasons  assigned  in  bvor  of  the  Buffalo 
part  of  the  road  will  equally  applj  to  this  part. 
its  importance  in  time  of  war  cannot  be  over- 
rated ;  the  difficult;  of  tranaporting  men  and 
arms  to  this  exposed  point  (daring  the  last  war) 
is  well  known  to  as  all.     I  will  not  deecand  to 

Earticolara :  I  appeal  to  the  reooUeotion  of  this 
onorable  oommittee. 

The  roat«8  sorveyed  are  an  easUni,  a  middle, 
mid  a  western  route.  The  committeet  afi«r  a 
earefnl  examination  of  the  report  of  the  engi- 
neers of  8th  April,  1820,  aeleoted  the  western 
nrate.  The  Committee  on  Roads  and  Canals, 
at  the  last  Beagion  of  Oongreaa,  did  the  Bome ; 
and  I  am  persuaded  the  Committee  of  the 
whole  House  will  be  of  opinion  that  it  is,  upon 
the  whole,  the  moat  eligible  ronte — each  has 
its  advantages  and  disadvantages.  The  re- 
port saya,  "  that  the  Mstem  and  middle  rontes 
will  aocommodate  directly  more  States  than 
the  western ;  but,  by  anticipating  the  increase 
of  the  population  on  the  western  route,  that 
the  three,  in  thisrespeot,  ought  to  be  placed  on 
the  same  footing.  In  comparing  the  western 
roate  with  the  eastern  route,  we  find  that  on 
the  «Mt«ra  ronte  the  soil  is  inferior,  the  bridges 
and  eanaewa^s  will  be  greater,  the  advantaow 
to  internal  commerce  will  be  less,  and  that  tnia 
roate  would  not  be  so  naefal  in  war ;  that  the 
carrying  of  the  mail  and  the  expenses  of  trav- 
elling woold  be  greater,  and,  on  the  whole,  it 
will  be  more  costly.  Its  advantages  over  the 
western  ronte  are,  that  the  graduation  will  be 
less,  that  it  wonlo,  in  a  greater  degree,  facili- 
tate oorrespondenoe  beCweeu  onr  inluid  import' 
ing  and  e3q)0rtinK  marts,  and  also  diffuse  polit- 
ical information  between  the  General  Govern- 
ment and  the  capitals  of  the  South,  as  this 
route  would  pass  through  many  of  them.  In 
ctHupAiing  the  fvestem  with  the  middle  route, 
we  find  the  materials  for  a  road  about  the 
same.  The  soil  on  the  western  route  is  the 
best ;  the  causeways  will  be  less,  and  the  grad- 
natioQ  greater.  The  bridges  on  the  western 
ronte  will  be  in  length  only  three  miles  and 
nine  hundred  and  ^y-three  yards.  On  the 
middle  route,  the  length  of  the  bridges  will  be 
six  miles  and  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  yards.  The  distance  of  the  middle 
route  is  eleven  hundred  and  forty  miles.  On 
one  oonrae  of  the  western  route,  the  distance 
is  exactly  the  same;  but  on  Snickner's  Gap 
roate,  it  is  eleven  hundred  and  uxty-three 
miles.  The  expense  of  labor  is  rather  lees  on 
the  western  route.  For  carrying  the  mtui,  the 
report  gives  preference  to  the  middle  route,  but 
at  the  some  time  remarks,  that,  as  to  time,  it 
doea  not  suffice  that  it  should  be  travelled  over 
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in  the  shortest  time,  and  at  the  least  possible 
expense;  but  it  mnet  also  accommodate  lat- 
erally to  its  direction  the  greateat  extent  possi- 
ble of  territory.  In  this  point  of  vie*,  it  is 
said,  if  the  western  route  is  not  as  central  aa 
the  others,  in  relation  to  the  States  it  traverses, 
it  has  the  advantage  of  being  more  central  in 
relstion  to  the  St^es  taken  together,  and  com- 
prehended between  the  Atlantic  on  the  east, 
and  the  Ohio  and  the  Uiseiseippi  on  the  west. 

But,  in  relation  to  such  a  rood  bb  this  will 
be,  extending  from  the  seat  of  Government  to 
two  exposed  and  extreme  frontiers  of  the  coun- 
try, and  which  is  calculated  to  remain  a  great 
highway  for  ages,  a  little  difference  in  expense 
or  distance  ought  not  to  be  viewed  as  of  mnob 
importance. 

There  are  considerations  which  give  a  de- 
cided preference  to  the  western  route.  The 
flrst  is  its  superior  advantages  in  time  of  war. 
The  Southern  States  will  have  their  own  bor- 
ders to  defend,  and  this  they  will  be  always 
cwable  of  doing.  They  are  contiguous  to  each 
other,  a  condensed  population,  and  nearer  to 
the  seat  of  Govemment,  and  to  the  military 
and  naval  eetabliahments.  They  will  seldom, 
if  ever,  be  called  across  the  mountuus.  The 
States  on  the  Gulf  of  Mexico  being  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  West  Indies,  will  be  exposed  to 
imminent  danger ;  and  their  own  foroee  being 
inconuderable,  they  most  look  for  assstanee 
from  remote  inland  States.  Tennessee  and 
Kentacky,  having  no  frontiers  to  defend,  and 
being  more  interMted  than  the  South  in  the  re< 
^ona  of  the  gnU;  would  be  tfa^  natural  allies, 
and  always  rudy  to  aid  the  States  of  LonisiaoA 
and  Alabama,  and  to  defbnd  the  naval  eatob- 
lishments  at  Pensaoola.  This  road,  in  ease  of 
on  emergency,  would  afford  to  the  Weetem 
States  the  most  signal  advantages.  They  oonld 
then  march  their  troops  to  the  field  of  battle. 
The  western  route  will  connect  different  see- 
tions  of  the  oonntry,  which  are  separated  by 
natural  obstacles.  This  is  one  of  the  great  ad- 
vaotsges  of  internal  improvements.  It  will 
form  a  communication  between  the  West  and 
the  Atlantic  Ocean,  and  angment  internal 
trade;  the  people  of  the  Wwt  could  bring 
their  produce  to  it  and  along  it,  in  either  di- 
rection, to  the  most  convenient  avenue  to  » 
market. 


WKDinsDAT,  Uarch  S4. 
Buffalo  and  JITme  OrUani  JSoad. 

The  House  then  resolved  itself  into  a  Oom- 
mittee  of  the  whole  House  on  the  state  of  the 
Union,  Mr.  Hatkis  in  the  chair,  and  resumed 
the  oouKderation  of  the  bill  "for  making  a 
road  from  Buffalo,  through  Washington  city,  to 
New  Orleans." 

Ur.  Bl&ib  rose,  and  remarked  that  the  bill 
under  discossion  was  one  of  the  few,  if  not  the 
only  one,  upon  the  long  list  of  the  bills  of  the 
House,  whu^  in  its  consequences,  promised 
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direct  benefit  to  his  oonstitiientB ;  that,  and  the 
coosideration  of  havitig  presented  the  Bulgeot 
to  the  coDsideratioQ  of  thu  House,  and  having 
been  of  the  conunitteo  that  reported  it,  fnr- 
nished  his  apologr  for  the  treEpaBS  which  he 
proposed  to  make  apon  the  time  and  the  pa- 
tieuce  of  the  committee.  Bat,  said  Mr.  B., 
when  I  look  around  me  in  this  Hoiue,  and  see 
the  nnmber  of  ftiends,  both  personal  and  polit- 
ical, &om  whom  I  am  separated  on  this  qnes- 
tion,  and  with  whom,  on  moat  others,  it  has 
been  my  pride  to  act ;  sir,  when  I  look  to  the 
delegation  from  mj  own  Btate,  and  there  see, 
for  a  time,  the  line  of  separation  drawn  be- 
tween some  of  mj  worthy  colleagaes  and  my- 
self, for  all  of  whom  I  entertun  the  most 
friendly  regard,  I  would  willingly  hare  avoided 
saving  any  thinff  on  this  important  snbject ;  yet, 
when  I  reflect  uiat  the  Legislatiire  of  the  State 
from  whence  I  come,  in  often  repeated  in- 
stances, has  called  apon  the  delegation  in  this 
Bonse  to  sustain  the  principles  of  this  biU,  and 
thrice  repeated  that  langaage  to  as  daring  the 

E resent  session,  my  immediate  eonstitoents 
eing  almost  undivided  on  that  sntgect,  and  ex- 
peoting  me  to  represent  their  wishes  on  this 
floor,  dr,  I  have  no  alternative  the  path  of  my 
duty  is  so  clearly  delineated,  that  it  cannot  be 
mbt^en.  I  was  educated  in  that  school  in 
which  the  doctrines  were  considered  ortho- 
dox, that  the  representative  is  bound  to  obey 
the  will  of  his  constitnents ;  and,  whilst  I 
allow  others  the  same  freedom  of  will  which 
I  claim  the  right  to  exercise,  I  myself  am  de- 
termined that  the  sin  of  disobeying  my  con- 
BtJtnents,  knowingly,  on  qoestJons  of  expedien- 
cy, shall  not  attach  to  my  skirts.  They  have  a 
right  to  expect  that  I  will  not  only  snstdn 
their  principles  by  my  vote,  but  to  the  utmost 
of  my  power,  in  the  fall  use  of  all  the  legiti- 
mate means  with  which  their  kindness  has  in- 
vested me.  '  Jn  doing  this,  I  have  the  consola- 
tion to  feel  that  I  am  acting  in  consistency  with 
my  own  views,  and  upon  principles  long  estab- 
lished, as  to  the  trne  character  of  national  pol- 
icy. On  this  muoh-oontroverted  question,  I 
have  dared  to  think  that  til  the  vital  interests 
of  OUT  country,  and  particularly  of  the  int«- 
rior,  loudly  ciJled  for  a  judicious  system  of  in- 
ternal improvements.  As  to  the  coostitational 
power   of   OoDgresa   over  this   subject,   I   am 

auflllv  clear,  and  had  prepared  myself  to  sna- 
n  the  views  which  I  had  taken ;  but  from 
the  high-minded,  honorable  course  taken  br  the 
worthy  gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Bab- 
Bocu,)  who  opened  this  debate  in  the  opposi- 
tion, I  am  gratified  to  have  it  in  my  power  to 
follow  his  example,  and  exempt  myself  trom  a 
discussion  upon  which  there  was  little  hope  of 
accomplishing  more  than  a  useleea  consomption 
of  public  time.  With  him  I  think  all  has  been 
said  that  could  be,  in  support  of  that  ground ; 
and  though  no  gentleman's  conscience  conid  be 
fettered  by  any  precedent,  yet  the  inutility  of 
SQoli  discussion  should  admonish  us  to  desist. 
Had  I  been  driven  into  the  subject,  I  consider 
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this  as  being  more  defenable  than  meet  otban 
belonging  to  that  ayst«n ;  indeed,  if  we  rtgnd 
it  mere^  as  a  mall  road,  it  fUls  witUn  tbs 
scope  of  the  eipreea  power  granted  by  the  em- 
stitution.  If  for  mihtai7  puipoeee^  it  is  fiUriy 
dedocible  from  that  expreu] j  gnmted ;  ebe  ws 
are  presented  with  tike  hnmiliating  speetade  d 
a  Government  formed  for  the  deWce  of  tlw 
people,  so  imbecile  as  wholly  to  fail  in  the  se- 
complishment  of  that  olfjeot.  Bnt  I  wHl  mb 
on  to  the  subject,  and  meet  my  friend  frcsa 
Virg^ia,  and  take  issue  with  him  np<Mi  the 
expediency  and  neoesmty  of  constructiDg  tin 
road.  He  has  not  only  tendered  to  the  ooantry 
his  issne,  bnt  has  embellished  his  own  sidewiu 
an  address  so  imposing,  as  to  bespeak  the  dis- 
tinguished talents  of  Its  anthor.  Vet  with  this 
fearful  odds  against  me,  and  relying  solely  upra 
the  juBtioe  of  the  canae^  and  the  impariialitT  of 
the  tribunal,  I  fharlessly  stake  upon  the  ronlt 
whatever  of  public  preferment  may  yet  be  in 
reserve  for  me. 

Before,  however,  I  enter  upon  this  subject 
with  the  gentleman,  I  must  be  allowed  to  sdb- 
mit  a  remark  in  explauAtion  of  the  reasooi 
which  induced  the  committee  to  embrace,  in 
the  same  bill,  the  BnfiUo  and  Now  Orieaai 
roods.  It  is  true  that  the  snrveys  ttf  thes« 
roads  were  separately  made,  and  separate  billi 
reported  to  the  last  Congress;  but,  on  the 
strictest  investigation,  the  oommittee  could  sn 
no  reason  for  oonstmoting  the  one,  that  did  not 
equally  apply  to  the  other,  so  far  aa  the  pm^ 
poses  of  the  General  Oovenunent  are  c«d- 
cerned ;  they  are  roads  of  the  same  eharadti, 
meeting  at  tLe  same  place — presenting  the  Lie 
considerations.  It  was  therefore  thon^t  mc«t 
expedient  to  unite  them,  and  constract  frw 
north  to  south  a  great  interior  artery  in  Uw 
body  politic,  with  which,  when  perfected,  otliet 
and  less  extensive  intersections  might  be  fornKil 
by  the  8tat«a,  or  this  Government,  as  fiiiu* 
exigencies  might  require.  True,  a  road  froia 
Buffalo  to  New  Orleans,  in  a  direct  couh, 
would  not  pass  through  this  city,  and  thtt  >< 
the  reason  for  the  course  which  is  made  is  ib 
delineation  in  the  bilL  But  Washington  b«ii>| 
te  the  body  politic  what  the  heart  ia  to  the  nsl- 
nral  body,  (all  the  great  operations  of  janr 
Government  being  carried  on  here,)  it  a  mtA 
obvious  that  this  dty  should  be  upon  the  tine 
of  such  interior  avenue,  if  constracted  for  fed- 
eral purposes. 

I  will  also,  before  I  at^roacb  the  main  irn- 
ment,  advert  to  the  reasons  operating  npen  UW 
committee,  in  giving  its  preference  to  the  veil- 
em,  as  oontradistingniahed  fh)m  the  mVtiof^ 
tan  and  middle  rontee.  It  is  only  aeoeaivj  U 
glance  at  the  map  of  the  coontry  to  Ntw  Oi- 
feans,  in  order  te  see  that  a  road  from  tha 
place  to  that  city  cannot  be  constructed  apoii  s 
meridian  line,  because  upon  aoch  Uue  p'^ 
course  would  intersect  the  summit  ridgaof  lit 
lofty  Allegbai^,  where,  in  many  '"«taiw>^  >^ 
foot  of  man  has  been  seldom  placed ;  *M  I 
suppose  it  is  not  expected  by  any  <mw  Ihstov 
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oondaot  ahonld,  in  tlds  ptrticolar,  oonforni  to 
the  anoient  Bomiiu,  in  a  striot  adherence  to 
direct  course,  regardieea  of  all  other  ooneddera- 
tiona.  This  road,  if  mode,  mnit  be  carried 
north  or  aooth  of  the  Bine  Ridge ;  and  the 
qneetion  is,  on  which  tide  shall  it  run?  It 
muHt  be  sdinitted  that,  for  mail  pnrposea,  this 
road  woold  be  beneficial  on  either  side,  beyond 
whioh  little  benefit  coold  be  expect«d  ^m 
either  of  tiie  sonQieni  roat«e.  What  are  the 
&ot8t  The  sonthem  routes,  as  SQrvejed,  both 
ont  at  right  an^es  all  the  navigable  rivers  and 
roads  of  the  sonth,  running  from  the  moim- 
tuns  to  the  seaboard,  the  metropoIiCaa  at  the 
head  of  sloop,  and  the  middle  at  the  head  of 
boat  navigation.  What  follows  I  For  war  and 
commercial  uses,  the  benefit  of  sach  Improve- 
msnt  on  either  line  conld  onl^  subserre  those 
neat  purposes  on  the  short  distances  between 
the  points  of  intersectioD.  What,  fnrthennore, 
is  the  fact  I  Oommeroe  is  oarried  on  from  the 
mountains  to  the  Kkboard;  defenaive  operations, 
in  war,  neoesBarilj  must  nm  in  the  same  chan- 
nel :  Qua  road,  then,  to  the  CarollnikS  and  Geor- 
^a,  opon  either  roate,  leads  from,  not  to,  the 
seaboard,  to  which  the  militai7  arm  of  the 
Soath  lonst  ever  be  extended.  Nobody  can 
believe^  that,  with  a  seaboard  so  extensive  as 
that  belonging  to  the  Oarolinas  and  Georpa, 
and  with  a  population  of  the  oharaoter  which 
is  fonnd  amonsst  them,  their  physical  force  is 
(o  be  flimiahed  to  Uobile,  Pensacol^  or  New 
Orleans,  in  ease  of  invasion.  It  is  therefore  to 
the  section  of  country  intersected  by  the  west- 
ern ronte,  that  Mobile  and  the  Golf  of  Ueiico 
mnat  look  for  their  support.  Moreover,  this 
bill  is  to  oonatruct  a  road  through  the  heart  of 
the  oonntry  to  New  Orleans ;  neither  of  these 
routes  reach  that  point,  bnt  each  terminates  on 
the  Tombigiwe  Itiver,  in  Alabama,  and  con- 
nects with  New  Orleans  by  descending  to  the 
bay  of  Mobile,  and  thenoe  around  b^  water. 
On  this  plan,  wliot  would  be  tiie  utility  of  a 
great  part  of  this  road,  apon  the  supposition  of 
Mobile  or  the  bay  being  oooupied  by  an  ene- 
my's fleet  t  Useless  to  a  great  extent.  Bir,  I 
now  hold  in  my  hand  the  map  of  the  aeveral 
surveys  made  by  the  enpneers,  from  which  it 
will  be  seen  that,  if  an  entire  land  communica- 
tion were  not  the  object^  the  western  ronte,  on 
Bcoonnt  of  diatanoe,  mdepecdent  of  every 
other  consideration,  is  to  be  preferred.  Why 
so  I  Because,  if  yon  fancy  the  Tombigbee 
River  as  the  point  of  termination,  the  western 
roote  uiprozimates,  within  some  tiiirty  or  forty 
mile^  those  sonthem  routes  at  that  river  upon 
whioh  they  terminate ;  that  being  the  fact,  it 
is  only  neoessary  to  see  the  extended  land  com- 
munication from  that  point  passing  through 
part  of  Mis^ssippi  and  Lonisiana,  in  order  to 
account  fbr  the  reason  why  it  is  made  to  ap- 
proximate either,  as  it  regards  distance  and 


But,  as  I  will  have  oocBsioa  to  speak  mor 
large  in  reference  to  the  western  route,  in 
lowing  my  friend  from  Virginia,  I  now  a 
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to  the  muu  issne.  b  tins  road,  and  upon  the 
western  route,  neoessary  for  the  purposes  of 
this  country  on  the  three  great  and  fandamen- 
tal  considerations  which  should  combine  in  its 
construotdon,  commercial  mwl,  aod  military 
purposes  t  Following  the  gentleman's  own 
course,  I  will  exsmlne  these  considerations 
separately ;  and,  first,  commercial  advantages. 
The  gentleman  emphatically  asked,  of  wnat 
use  is  this  road  in  a  commeroial  point  of  viewf 
and  proceeded  to  show  that  it  cnt  at  right  an- 
gles all  the  navigable  rivers  in  its  course,  and 
would  not  be  usefU  for  commerce.  I  answer 
that  objection  by  saying,  if  his  remarks  hod 
been  applied  to  the  southern  routes,  there 
wonld  nave  been  some  justness  in  tbem ;  bnt^ 
as  applied  to  the  western  route,  his  otjjection  is 
oltt^ther  gratuitous,  and  ia  predicated  upon  a 
total  misconception  of  facts.  Look,  for  a  mo- 
ment, at  a  map  of  the  country  traversed  by 
this  road,  after  crossing  into  the  valley  ;  in- 
stead of  interseoting  all  the  navigable  rivers  at 
right  angles,  there  is  but  one  that  is  in  any  tol- 
erable degree  navigable,  for  near  five  hundred 
miles,  (I  mean  the  James  River.)  If  I  reool- 
lect  the  oonntry  throogh  which  this  road  is  to 
run,  between  Staunton,  Virginia,  and  Knoi- 
ville,  Tennessee,  the  only  rivers  upon  whioh  it 
touches,  of  any  siie,  are  the  James,  New  River, 
and  Holston.  How  is  commerce  now  carried 
on  throughout  that  section  of  the  country  f  In 
wagons,  if  indeed  gentlemen  will  agree  that 
commerce  can  be  carried  on  in  that  vehicle. 
Sir,  I  tell  the  gentleman,  that  my  whole  Jour- 
ney from  this  to  my  residence  (eicept  fifty 
miles)  is  upon  this  very  road,  and  I  can  inform 
him,  if  he  did  not  before  know  the  fact,  that 
the  merchandise  consumed,  as  Car  west  as 
Knoxville,  is  now  transported  from  the  eastern 
cities  upcn  that  very  road,  bad  as  it  is.  It  is 
no  uncommon  thing  to  see  caravans  of  some 
eight  or  ten  wagons  pasung  upon  it  to  the 
mat;  and,  in  the  nature  of  things,  it  must 
ever  be  the  channel  of  commerce  for  a  consid- 
erable portion  of  that  interior  section.  This 
road,  then,  whether  on  the  McAdam  plan,  or 
that  more  numble,  as  contemplated  by  the  bill, 
is  all  that  some  of  the  gentleman's  own  fellow- 
citizens  con  ever  expect ;  end  to  them  it  Is 
what  the  majestic  rivers  so  eloquently  de- 
scribed by  him  are  to  more  favored  quarters. 
Is,  then,  the  accommodation  of  those  who  are 
thrown  so  for  within  the  interior  as  to  be  nn- 
tonched  by  the  refreshiug  showers  of  the  Treas- 
ury upon  the  tide  water,  a  matter  of  no  mo- 
ment to  the  represMitatives  of  the  people! 
They  are  part  of  the  American  fiimily ;  and, 
let  me  tell  him,  took  tiidr  _part,  yes,  a  full 
share,  in  the  difficulties  of  their  country,  what- 
ever may  be  their  portion  now. 

Let  me  tell  the  gentleman,  moreover,  that, 
in  passing  beyond  the  western  boundary  of  his 
State,  we  come  to  a  section  of  this  Union  with 
which  the  individual  who  now  addresses  yon 
has  the  most  perfect  knowledge.  That  Is  the 
land  of  bis  nativity ;  and  he  takes  the  liberty 
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to  m;  that  he  does  ftrrogate  to  hiniself  the 
right  to  n>eak  of  the  wants  and  neoeaaities  of 
that  people,  as  veil  as  the  oommerciaJ  advan- 
tages to  be  conferred  hj  this  road.  There  the 
bonaties  of  natnre  have  been  bestowed  in  an 
eminent  degree.  Little  else  ia  vsatina;  than 
oonunerdal  facUities  in  order  to  finish  the  pic- 
ture npon  whioh  is  delineated  real  proapentj. 
There  70a  meet  with  a  fertile  soil,  salabrions 
clime,  iaezhaostible  moontdna  of  iron  ore,  fhr- 
naces  and  forges,  nul  and  steel  factories,  with 
vater  power  and  facilities  for  all  kinds  of  man- 
nfaoturee.  Within  the  gentleman's  own  State, 
and  near  to  the  ms^^  of  this  road,  the  aalt 
works,  from  whence  an  immense  stretch  of 
ooiintT7,  east  and  west,  moat  Qn  the  very  na- 
tm«  <^  '^'''''S!)  ^'°''  ^  snpplied  bj  means  of 
this  road.  What  ia  the  faotl  That  indiapon- 
sable  article  for  animal  sabsistenoe  is  now 
tranaported  in  wagons  to  the  Holston  River, 
withiji  the  district  from  whence  I  came ;  and 
then,  relpng  npon  the  bounty  of  Heaven  to 
fnmiah  nun  to  swell  tbe  tide,  ia  now  transport- 
ed to  all  that  stretch  of  oonntr;  above  the 
Ifnaclc  Shoals.  The  advantages  of  that  section 
of  onr  common  conntry  do  not  stop  here.  Ita 
facilities  in  prodncing  aabsiiteDoe  for  live  stock, 
and  all  the  neoessarf  means  of  human  oomfort, 
are  not  surpassed  by  any  other  quarter.  Yet, 
what  ia  tbe  fact  In  relation  to  that  highlj 
fovored  coontrr}  They  have  nature's  mde 
worka  to  contend  with  in  their  intercourse 
with  their  fellow-citizens  of  a^oining  States. 
Need  I  teU  this  committee  that  the  edge  of  in- 
dDatry  and  enterprise  is  blnnted,  for  tne  want 
of  some  obanne!  through  which  to  diapoae  of 
the  sorplos  products  of  that  valley  t  Let  facts 
speak  for  themselves.  When  wheat,  that  in- 
dispensable article  of  man's  anb^stenoe,  com- 
manded from  a  dollar  to  a  dollar  and  a  quarter 
per  bnahel  in  other  quarters  of  this  Uuon,  its 
oorrent  price  there  was  from  thirty-three  and 
a  third  to  fifty  cents.  Why  was  this!  Be- 
oaose  of  the  want  of  ontlets  to  market.  Bo  in 
relation  to  iron  and  all  the  other  prodncts  and 
mannfaotorea  in  that  qnarterj  and  what  has 
been  the  conseqiaenoel  Hany  of  the  oitiiena 
of  that  part  of  East  Tennessee  ham  whence  I 
came,  have  aacrifioed  th«r  lands  sod  surren- 
dered their  local  attaohmenta,  and  have  gone  to 
other  less  eligible  sitoations  (in  moat  reapecta) 
in  order  to  gain  a  location  where  the  prodncts 
of  the  labor  of  the  husbandman  would  promise 
a  jnst  equivalent,  by  reason  of  bdng  fiermit- 
ted  to  enter  into  the  marketa  of  the  seaboard. 


to  the  neoesdty  and  ooramercial 
road. 

The  gentleman  next  examined  into  the  util- 
ity of  this  rood  for  mail  purposes.  In  that 
Eint  of  view,  he  has  conoeaed,  to  some  extent, 
utility ;  but,  upon  counting,  in  dollars  and 
oeuta,  its  cost  and  inoome,  he  has  also  pro- 
nonnced  npon  it  hia  unqnuified  negative.  If 
tbe  gentleman  imagines  tnat  the  most  sanguine 


friend  of  this  meaanre  ever  oaloolatod  inM»  the 
road,  when  completed,  either  npon  the  fjaa 
proposed  by  the  bill,  (x  any  other,  being  the 
productive  source  of  revenue  to  the  Gorera- 
met,  I  tell  him  that  he  ia  laboring  nnder  a  nwM 
gross  delnaion.  Sir,  it  was  never  dreamed  of 
by  any  one  of  its  friends.  But  it  was  bdievod 
that  iJiia,  combined  with  the  other  cardinal  in- 
ducements for  BQCb  work,  (I  mean  the  milita); 
and  oommeroial  uses,)  would,  when  taken  to- 
gether, present  almost  irreststible  inducaneats 
to  the  National  L^fislatore.  Do  gentlanA 
calcnlate  the  net  income  of  all  th«r  weUhty 
appropriations  to  tbe  maritime  defence  of  the 
country  I  Did  they,  in  the  cottstmction  of  the 
great  Chmiberland  road,  keep  in  view  the 
restoration  of  its  coat  in  dollara  and  oentat 
No  1  Like  this,  it  waa  a  matter  of  "»'■"'"' 
concernment,  and  waa  embai^ed  in  npon  inora 
liberal  and  enlarged  views  than  those  which 
the  gentleman  would  now  ext«nd  to  thia.  Bat 
let  us  look  at  it  as  a  mere  poat  road.  What  » 
now  the  rate  of  mail  transportation  upon  that 
ronte  ?  If  I  am  not  misinformed,  it  will  aver- 
age about  fifty  dollars  a  mile.  What,  is  it 
probable,  would  be  the  reduction  npon  the  road 
when  completed  t  Upon  a  fi^r  calcnlalion, 
one-balf  the  present  amount  of  transportation 
would  be  saved,  taking  into  consideration  tha 
increased  travel  upon  Tt,  and  other  advantages 
to  result  from  its  improvement.  This  of  itulf 
would  produce  some  forty  tliousand  dollais  U 
a  saving  to  the  Government,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  importance  of  redncung  the  time  of  travel 
I  now  pass  on  to  the  use  of  this  road  to  tha 
military  operations  of  the  Government  in  time 
of  war.  Sir,  whatever  the  gentleman  may 
think  of  it,  this,  to  me,  is  tbe  primary  indnee- 
menL  What  I  have  said  in  relation  to  the 
local  benefits,  in  a  commercial  point  of  view, 
to  result  from  the  measure,  I  wiab  to  be  dis- 
tinctly understood  as  being  accessory  to,  and 
oonaeqoent  upon,  this  panunonnt  ooaaAmHab, 
national  defence.  This,  instead  of  fbmishiiig 
an  objection  to  such  imiwovementa,  on  the  con- 
trary, establishes  their  importance,  in  a  na- 
tional point  of  view.  When  was  it,  or  whcra, 
tliat  a  work  of  improTomeDt  oondndiw  to  lbs 

Keral  good,  did  not  also  address  itaelf  to  the 
J  intttresta  of  more  or  leas  of  the  citiaeDs  tl 
this  eonfedwaoy  t  This  foUowa  inevitaUy,  be- 
cause, as  a  general  mle,  your  men  and  monj- 
tions  of  war  are  transp<nted  Dpoa  jnst  such 
road^  rivers,  and  canals,  in  time  of  war,  as  ire 
used  for  oommeroe  in  peace.  Thia  is  obvioo^ 
because,  in  the  natnre  of  tilings  attack  wiU  be 
made  at  the  same  places  at  which  are  yo«r 
great  commerdal  depoatsi  Hie  gentleman  his 
asked  if  troops  and  munitions  of  war  wonU 
ever  be  transported  from  Buffido  to  New  Or- 
leans, and  vua  eerao.  I  answer,  no.  Nobody 
ever  thongtit  of  such  thing.  Bat  it  wis  be- 
lieved that,  in  case  of  war,  and  Buffalo  again 
becoming  the  theatre  at  that  war,  tata  sod 
munitions  could  be  tranroorted  tma  tbe  inla- 
,  rim-  of  Pennsylvania  and  the  a^aoent  8tati^ 
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to  that  qnarUr.  It  was  ibo  beliered,  aad  con- 
fidentlj,  too,  air,  that,  in  the  event  of  Orleans 
being  again  attacked,  troopa  from  Western  Vir- 
ginia and  Eastern  Tennewee  conld  be  marched 
upon  this  rood  to  its  intenectioa  with  the  Ten- 
nessee River,  and,  when  improved  for  naviga- 
tion, ooold  thence  be  transported  to  the  defenoe 
of  Orleans ;  whilst  those  parts  of  Alabam 
Hissistppl,  and  Louisiana,  could  be  marohi 
upon  this  road.  Sir,  it  was  farthennore  be- 
lieved that  Mobile  being  the  point  of  attack. 
West  Virginia  and  East  Tennessee  were  not 
onl;  interested  in  it  as  their  nataral  channel  of 
oommeree,  bat,  from  their  gec^nphioal  pon- 
tioD,  were  the  Intimate  allies  of  that  defence- 
leae  point.  This  road,  and  this  alone,  opens  to 
the  soathem  part  of  Alabama  the  most  speedj, 
nataral,  and  effident  means  of  defence. 

Bnt,  suppose,  fbr  argniiMnt's  sake,  I  were  to 
admit  that  this  road,  running  Dearlv  eqoidis- 
tont  between  the  sonthem  Beaboard  and  the 
Ohio,  and  part  of  the  Miniedppl  River,  wonld 
not  of  itseu  ftimish  the  fnll  means  at  reaching 
all  the  exposed  parts  oa  tiiA  Qnlf  <^  Uezioo. 
What  then  t  Woold  it  follow  that  this  road 
ought  not  to  be  oonstracted  I  Snrely  not.  It 
woold  only  prove  tbst,  when  oonstracted,  the 
fiill  means  of  fkoilitating  the  defence  of  the 
conntry  were  inoomplete.  I  will  now  aak  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  and  all  who  stand  in 
cn>position  to  the  passage  of  this  bill,  where,  on 
this  continent,  can  they  point  the  finger  to  a 
portion  of  the  Union  thnnig^  whidi  a  road  can 
be  made,  oombining  the  Mvantages  that  this 
will  afibrd  I  I  wo,  In  the  oommencement  4^ 
m^  remarks,  that  it  was  intended  for  a  great 
interior  commntiication  from  north  to  south, 
with  which  this  Government  or  the  States 
might,  trora  time  to  time,  connect  other  and 
leas  important  ones,  and  thereby  attach  to  them 
mooh  of  the  value  of  this  Rreat  improvement. 
Oonstmot  this  road,  pass  the  bill  for  the  road 
from  ^meeviUe,  Ohio,  to  Florence,  in  Alabama, 
and  yon  do — what !  Yon  plaoe  the  States  of 
Tnnnmnnn  and  Kentaok;,  the  troops  of  wbioh 
are  dinwaable,  because  that  tbej  have  no  fron- 
tiers of  their  own.  In  the  condition  in  which  a 
■kUfiil  commander  would  the  interior  force  in 
the  sqoare  of  his  encampment.  Ton  keep  them 
in  readiness  to  push  to  either  point  where  dan- 
ger threatens. 

This  being  a  qneedon  sabmitted  by  the  gen- 
tleouui  from  Virginia  to  the  American  people, 
I  iball  have  failu  in  presenting  it  in  its  true' 
dtmoter,  if  I  stop  here. 

I  saj  to  the  gentleman,  and  proclaim  to  the 
American  people,  that  this  road,  and  npon  the 
ronto  delineated,  in  part,  in  the  bill,  so  oseleas, 
in  his  (pinion,  for  military  jwrpoees,  is  the 
idMitioal  road  traversed  by  the  East  Tenneaaee 
troops  for  more  than  three  hnndred  miles,  in 
search  of  the  enemies  of  their  common  coun- 
try. On  the  margin  of  this  road  it  was,  where 
vonr  g^lant  troopa  encountered  the  appalling 
horrors  of  famine,  when  upon  its  line^  and  not 
larther  distant  than  three  nondred  miles  from 


the  scene  of  their  snfibring  and  woe,  there  was 
bread,  and  to  spare.    Has  the  gentleman  for- 


rtten,  or  does  he  suppose  yon  lave,  that,  for 
uie  want  of  this  very  road  dnring  the  war,  and 
other  fisoilities  in  Mtaoo,  ooontMss  millions  of 


pnblio  money  vera  squandered  In  the  arti- 
ole  of  tranqiortstiiHi  t  Sir,  I  will  call  to  the 
reooUection  of  mj  friend  a  single  &ct  ooaneot- 
ed  with  this  wil^eot  In  the  vidnity  of  thU 
road,  in  the  sontheni  part  of  Alabama,  the 
Government  wee  oompelled  to  pay  from  fiitj  to 
sixty  dollars  a  barrel  for  fiom',  when,  at  the 
same  thne,  the  current  price,  in  that  part  of 
East  Tennessee  in  whidi  1  reude,  and  which  is 
intersected  by  this  road,  has  never,  to  my 
knowledge,  exceeded  trora  three  to  five  dollars. 
Let  this  fact,  withoot  commmt  from  me,  speak 
for  itself. 

Butj  rir,  the  enormity  of  the  price  attached 
to  articles  of  enbsistence,  dnring  the  war,  was 
not  all ;  your  ezhsosted  Treasory,  by  reason  of 
improvideDoe  and  prodigality,  might,  and  has 
been,  replenished.  Sir,  more  Qian  nxmey 
wasted,  was  the  melancholy  Jeopard  of  human 
life,  occasioned  by  the  ezpoenre  consequent 
upon  wading  rivers,  creeks,  and  swamps,  on 
acconnt  of  the  want  of  the  very  meaos  of  de- 
fence now  contemplated,  and  npon  the  very 
track  delmeated  in  this  tnll,  which,  in  the  esti- 
mation of  the  gentleman,  presents  so  uselees  a 
prqjeot,  as  to  merit  an  appeel  to  the  sooroe  ef 
all  power,  the  people.  I  ask  my  friend  trwa 
Virpnia,  what  estimation  he  plaoea  upon  hu- 
man life  1  Wonld  he  coldly  dt  down  and  cal- 
oolato  tia  worth  in  dollars  snd  cents,  as  he  has 
done  the  cost  of  this  road  I  Sir,  I  answer  fi>r 
Urn;  I  know  him  too  well;  he  wonld  not 
Bnt,  «r,  all  tiie  argnmente  and  Indnoementa 
ftowing  from  the  practical  resolta  of  the  lata 
war  are  to  be  obviated  by  assamptions  of  sop- 
posed  reeolts,  which  I  deny.  The  gentleman 
says  that  things  are  not  agwn  to  transpire  as 
they  did  daring  the  late  war ;  and  why  t  Be- 
ciuiBe,  said  he,  the  denrity  of  our  popolation 
will  enable  the  frontier  to  defend  itself.  This 
detve  into  ftaturity  is  beyond  my  ken,  and  my 
ol^ection  to  it  is,  that  it  bids  defence  to  expe- 
rience, that  (orest  guide.  It  is  quite  too  flat- 
tering, and  is  based  npon  specnlstive  opinion, 
against  eateblished  fects.  In  matters  of  every- 
day conoem,  confidence  might  be  elicited ;  bnt 
in  a  matter  of  saoh  interest  as  the  safety  of  the 
repnblLo,  I  have  been  instmoted  in  that  sohool, 
in  which  it  was  an  established  maxim,  "  Judge 
the  fntore  by  the  past ;"  to  do  which,  most 
eSeotoallj,  in  time  of  peace,  prepare  for  war ; 
constract  this  great  road  from  north  to  south, 
npon  which  yoa  will  be  enabled  to  throw  your 
disposable  forces  from  the  oraitre  to  the  ra- 


yonrself  ttam  the  humiliating  recnrrenoea  ct 
the  lat«  war,  here,  as  well  as  elsewhere. 
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Thubsdat,  U&rch  25. 
Pay  nf  Membtrt. 

The  following  reeolation,  l^d  on  the  table  some 
days  BUKe  hj  Hr.  HoDittfik,  was  taken  np : 

"RMtolaai,  That  the  Committee  on  Ketrenchineiit 
be  iDiLnicted  to  report  x  bill  providing  that  when- 
BTcr  the  Qnrt  lewdon  of  CoDgresa  shall  coatiaae  for 
a  longer  period  than  one  fanndied  andtwentj  dajs, 
the  paj  of  the  memben  shall  be  leduced  to  two  dol- 
kn  per  daj  from  and  after  the  termination  of  the 
laid  one  himdred  and  tvent;  daji ;  and  that  when- 
ever the  second  aes^on  of  Goneresi  ihall  eonUnue 
for  a  longer  period  than  ninet j  days,  the  paj  of  the 
members  ahall  be  redoced  to  two  doUara  per  day 
irwa  and  after  the  tennlnaUon  of  Bud  ninetj  da  ji." 

Hr.  UoDums  aajd  that  the  reeolation  spoke 
its  own  importance,  and  anperseded  the  neoee^tj 
of  any  ai^nmenta  in  its  Hnpport.  He  wonld, 
howsTer,  say  one  or  two  words  on  the  sahjeot. 
The  adoption  of  the  remlntioD,  while  it  wonld 
not  impdr  the  legislative  effidescy  of  the 
Bonee,  would  aave  at  least  one  month  of  the 
time  now  consomed  b;  Congresa  at  every  long 
■eemon.  He  had  made  an  egtimate  of  the  sav- 
ing which  this  would  produce,  and  had  ascer- 
tained that  it  woold  save  the  Bum  of  seventy-flTe 
thousand  dollars  each  year  of  \\a  operation ; 
■ud  at  the  same  time  the  pnblio  bnainess  woold 
be  well  done.  He  had  made  another  eetunate 
— that  if  Congress  sat  five  months,  the  average 

£7  of  the  members  wonld  be  seven  dollars  a 
J ;  this  was  an  adequate  compensation ;  but, 
if  the  members  chose  to  attend  assidaoasly  to 
the  pnblio  business,  and  complete  it  within  the 
time  prescribed,  thej  would  stilt  receive  eight 
dollars.  The  effect  of  this  reeolation,  be  was 
oonfident,  wonld  be  to  increase  attention  to  the 
djBohane  of  public  business,  without  diminish- 
ing the  pay  while  here.  It  was  nniveraally 
a^eed  (s^d  Mr.  UoD.)  that  Uie  "  compeoaation 
law"  ooDt^ed  at  least  one  wise  prindplc  that 
of  ft  salary  oompensation  instead  of  a  per  ditm 
one.  The  only  objection  urged  against  it,  and 
tbe  cause  of  its  nnpopnlarilj,  was,  that  it  was 
enacted  hr  those  who  were  to  receive  its  bene- 
fit. He,  however,  differed  from  the  general 
opinion  on  the  advantage  of  the  salary  prinoi- 
ple.  He  thought  it  wonld  operate  as  too  pow- 
erfnl  a  stimnlas  on  members  to  get  through  the 
public  business,  and  that  it  wonld  be  done  too 
hastily.  His  proposition  combined  both  princi- 
ples, and  the  advantages  of  both  without  their 
defects.  In  every  view  of  the  subject,  there- 
fore, he  oonoeived  It  woold  be  one  of  the  most 
effective  measures  of  economy  ever  proposed 
by  Oongreaa,  in  regard  to  itself. 

Ur.  DwiQHT  conoiUTcd  in  the  principle  and 
expediency  of  the  propositioa.  The  boaness 
oS  Oongress  oonld  be  as  well  done  by  the  first 
of  Apni  as  the  first  of  Jnne ;  and  when  onoe 
tiie  limit  was  fixed  for  the  earlier  day,  there 
wonld  be  no  difflcolty  in  oompletJng  all  the 
bnnness  which  it  was  proper  to  perform.  He 
hoped  the  reaolntion  would  pass. 

Mr,  WniTiLBaxi  si^  Via   otject   of  the 


gentleman  fh>m  Sonth  OaroUna  was  to  baatcn 
the  bosinesa  before  &»  House,  and  that  be 
wonld  most  cheerfully  nnitA  with  him  in  aocmn- 
plishing  it.  Bnt  he  would  BnsEest  to  the  Ken- 
tieman  whether  his  object  n 
certunly  attained  by  aooe 
that  he  wonld  mention. 
Sonth  Carolina  has  given  it  as  his  opiDton  that 
the  bueineea  of  Congreee  may  be  done  in  foor 
months,  take  one  session  with  aaother.  Ur.  W. 
said  he  thought  if  membera  would  bithfnily 
disohorge  the  tmst  repoeed  in  them,  that  it 
might  be  done  in  three  months.  We  have 
heu^  much  sud  of  oiganizing  a  bnrineas  party 
in  this  House,  and  gentlemen  hare  patriotically 
tendered  their  eervioea  as  privates ;  bnt  there 
appears  to  exist  a  great  relnctanoe  i^aiMt 
omoering  the  corps.  He  said  he  was  one  who 
was  disposed  to  put  the  party  imder  complete 
organization.  And  he  wotdd  propose  that 
forty-five  memiberB  enter  into  a  solann  stipula- 
tion that  they  will  sustain  a  call  for  the  jeai 
and  nays  whenever  a  motion  shall  be  made  to 
adjonm  before  four  o'clock.  He  woold  have 
this  corps  persevere  in  keeping  the  House  in 
seanon ;  and  if  one  should  prove  treacberoos 
and  desert,  he  woold  have  him  tried  and  shot. 
Hotwitlistandiiig  what  we  have  heard  said 
abont  a  bnaineBS  party,  it  was  no  longer  than 
last  Batnrdi^  that  a  motion  was  made  to  ad- 
journ at  abont  two  o'clock,  and,  on  a  motkai 
to  call  the  yeas  and  nays,  only  thirteen  were 
found  to  Gustain  the  call,  when  it  vaa  known 
to  gentiemen  that  there  was  pnbl'ic  bosiueas  al 

E»t  importance  to  be  acted  on,  and  it  was  also 
ownthatttiereareolAimai)tshere,whowillbe 
inevita^  mined  unless  bills  for  their  relief 
pass.  We  have  been  in  sbbwhi  one  hnndred 
and  nine  daya,  during  which  time  the  Honaa 
has  met  on^  sevens-nine  days.  We  have 
enacted  thir^-fonr  lawa^  where  the  bilta  orig- 
inated in  the  Honse^  and  five  where  they  origin- 
ated in  the  Senate ;  rixty-one  bills  are  bwte 
the  Senate  that  have  passed  the  Honse,  and 
fifty-fonr  are  before  the  House  that  have  paned 
the  Senate.  The  whole  number  of  bub  re- 
ported to  the  House  is  three  handed  and  sevot- 
ty-nine.  and  the  nnmber  of  resolutions  tAofi/A 
is  fonr  linndred  uid  eighty ;  and  tliia  maaa  at 
bn^ess  is  to  be  left  nna^ed  mi,  or  so  hfM^wJ 
through,  that  vety  fbw  monbera  will  knew 
what  provimons  the  bills  contain.  The  correal 
mode  of  legislating  is  to  ocnunenoe  the  miiiim 
^th  a  determination  to  attend  to  hnninriw 
to  prolong  the  daily  aassion  of  the  Honae,  and 
nota^Joum&omFridi^toMonday.  Theexcnae 
offered  by  gentlunen  for  adjourning  baa  been 
that  they  have  busiDesa  at  the  departDHsta 
Ur.  W.  said  he  came  ttom  a  section  of  the 
conntry  where  some  claims  remuned  nnsettled, 
and  that  he  found  he  could  generally  bansad 
the  boainess  confided  to  him  better  by  writiag 
than  by  a  personal  attendanoe.  The  bnsine« 
of  the  departments  was  interrupted  by  tlw 
calling  of  the  members,  and  the  offioera,  be  did 
not  brieve,  had  any  deaire  to  see  them.    ItwM 
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tei?  rare  that  an  answer  oonld  be  givea  tit  once, 
and  it  was  generally  traiumitted  throngb  the 
post  office.  He  add  he  oonudered  the  eicoge 
tor  a^jonming  orer  as  groondleso,  and  that  the 
time  was  spent  in  amiuemeQt.  The  proposition 
of  the  ffentleman  from  Sooth  Caroltaa  will 
pnniah  ^e  iadiutrioaa  with  the  negligent  and 
inattentive.  He  was  one  who  believed,  with  the 
floorishicK  condition  of  the  Treaanry,  that  eight 
doU&ra  a  daj  was  not  too  mnoh  for  a  member 
to  receive  for  hia  services,  if  his  time  was  faith- 
fiilly  bestowed  on  the  bosiness  of  the  Honse. 
He  knew  there  were  membera  who  devoted  day 
and  night  to  mature  business,  and  to  attend 
to  it  in  its  progress  throagh  the  Honse.  He 
was  nnwilling  that  these  ahonld  bo  curtailed  in 
their  duly  allowance  beoanae  others  were 
remiss  in  their  datiea.  The  modification  he 
would  snggest  to  the  gentleman  is  this:  that 
no  member  who  is  not  in  attendance  on  the 
Honsfl  when  it  is  called  to  order  in  the  morn- 
ing, or  who  shall  be  absent  during  the  call- 


entitled  to  fer  diem  pay  for  that  day,  Gentle- 
mm  need  not  apprehend  that  there  is  any  thing 
hnmiliatdns  in  rendering  an  excuse  to  the 
Bpeaker,  if  they  are  detuned  from  the  House  by 
bnnnesi  that  conld  not  be  dispensed  with ; 
mnch  teas  ia  there  any  thing  objectionable  to 
the  moat  delicate  sensibility  in  making  snch 
excuse,  if  the  detention  arises  from  sickness. 
He  wonld  go  farther :  be  wonld  have  a  list  of 
the  absentees  published  in  the  papers  that  pnb- 
liahed  the  laws,  so  that  the  oonatitnents  of  any 
member  might  know  how  he  spent  his  time 
here.  If  the  people  were  apprised  of  our 
n^lect  of  duty,  they  would  oorreat  the  evil. 
TIk  object  of  having  the  Eonse  composed  of 
two  hnndred  and  thirteen  members,  is  to  nnite 
the  intelligence  of  that  number  on  every  prop- 
osition that  is  act«d  on ;  bnt  whoever  will  take 
the  puns  to  eismine  the  list  of  yeas  and  nays, 
win  find  that  in  most  cases,  unless  it  be  on  a 
political  or  on  some  great  national  question,  we 
Tsrely  have  more  than  a  bare  minority  for  doing 
bosinesa.  He  woold  throw  the  responaibility  on 
orery  member,  and  ensure  his  constant  attend- 
ancA.  He  said  he  was  willing  to  nnite  in  any 
measure  that  would  despatch  the  business ;  bat 
he  feared  the  preeent  resoiuUon  would  not 
accomplish  that  object — that  we  should  waste 
the  time  of  the  session  nntil  we  come  to  the 
allowance  of  two  dollars  a  day,  and  then  that 
we  ahonld  leave  the  business  undone ;  and  for 
that  reason  he  ezpresaed  a  hope  that  the  modi' 
ficati<Hi  aomeeted  would  be  aooepted  by  the 
mover  of  the  resolution. 

Hr.  TVOEIB  said,  tt  had  been  his  oljeet  to 
fix  the  day  of  a^oumment.  He  was  gratified 
with  the  resolution  offered  by  his  colleague. 
Tbe  gentleman  from  Ohio  swd  he  believed  the 
bnsinesB  of  the  Honae  conld  be  done  in  three 
months.  Why,  then,  did  not  tbe  gentleman 
vote  for  the  propoaiti<Hi,  and  introduce  his  own 
plan  afterwards! 


Ur.  GooDBNOw  made  some  remarks,  which 
he  concluded  by  moving  the  previoas  question 
— yeas  43.    So  the  bill  was  not  seconded. 

Mr.  Alxxaitobb  said,  that,  from  bis  expe- 
rience here,  and  after  much  reflection  upon  the 
sul^ect,  his  mind  had  been  brought  to  tne  ood- 
elusion  that  some  sach  principle  as  the  one 
proposed  in  the  resolution  was  necessary  to  be 
adopted  by  Oongreas  to  enable  us  to  do  Jnstioe 
to  the  interests  of  the  nation  with  whioh  we 
are  charged.  When  (said  Ur.  A.)  I  first  had 
the  honor  of  a  seat  here.  I  was  of  an  opinion 
that  the  compensation  allowed  was  but  a  rea- 
sonable pay,  considering  the  extravagance  at 
that  day,  and  the  depreciation  of  money.  But 
the  case  is  now  different ;  tbe  value  of  money 
has  appreciated,  and  every  thing  become  propor- 
tionably  cheaper ;  and  I  believe  the  only  oor* 
rective  agunsC  tbe  abuse  of  the  time  of  Con- 
gress and  mischievons  legislation  of  whioh  the 
people  have  so  much  right  to  complain,  will  bs 
found  in  the  remedy  proposed,  which  carries 
along  its  own  limitation  as  to  the  period  of 
our  sessions.  What  (said  Mr.  A.)  has  been  the 
fact  of  late  years  in  regard  to  the  history  of 
our  prooeedlngs,  and  of  which  there  seems  to 
be  no  prospect  of  a  discontinusnce  ?  Why,  the 
first  three  or  fonr  months  of  the  first  session 
of  OoDgress,  sufficient  for  all  the  necessary  pur- 
poses of  lenslation,  have  been  usually  con- 
sumed in  idle  and  unprofitable  debate,  con- 
nected with  one's  own  personal  aggrandize- 
ment, or  in  projecting  schemes  for  party  or 
political  purposes,  little  calculated  to  promote 
the  public  Interest.  We  find,  daring  the  late 
war,  when  the  interest  of  the  country  was  con- 
cerned in  oonducting  it  to  a  snccessfU  conclu- 
sion, amidst  the  most  violent  opposition,  Oon- 
greas rarely  ever  sat  the  first  session  beyond 
what  is  now  tbe  oaual  period  of  tbe  termination 
of  our  labors.  We  are  oecessarily  led  to 
inquire  into  the  causes,  and  see  if  there  exists  a 
naoeanty  for  it  or  no.  I  can  perceive  but  two, 
and  two  only,  neither  of  which,  in  my  judg- 
ment, will  longer  jostiiy  a  eontinoance  of  the 
praoboe. 

The  attention  of  Congress  having  been  with- 
drawn from  tbe  theatre  of  war,  it  was  thrown 
upon  the  domestic  concerns  and  rslutious  of 
the  country,  with  many  of  which  it  bad  noth- 
ing to  do ;  and  hence  have  sprung  up  all  the 
umiappy  (Uffereooes,  local  divisions,  and  calam- 
ities, with  which  we  ore  snrrounded,  that  have 
goaded  on  the  people  to  a  state  of  desperation. 
This  Government,  from  having  been  confined 
to  our  external  relations  chiefly,  and  a  few 
internal  r^ulotions,  has  undertaken  to  regulate 
the  whole  labor  and  industry  of  the  country, 
and  thereby  drawn  within  its  vortex  a  sum  of 
le^slative  powers  properly  belonging  to  State 
Jurisdiction. 

The  great  evil  of  this  Government,  as  of  every 
other,  and  of  which  the  peoi>le  are  convinoed 
more  and  more  every  day,  naving  experienced  it 
in  a  greater  degree,  probably,  than  any  nation 
under  the  son,  is  tbe  immense  mass  of  legislatioa 
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with  which  th^  aie  afflicted.  Besides  four 
«nd  twenty  State  OoTemmeiktB.  acting  direoti; 
npon  them  once  a  J*^i  ^^7  have  an  umn^ 

Eweral  LegiBlatnre,  with  all  it*  ramifications 
and  comiptLonB  preying  upon  tbem  with  a 
cormorant  s  appetite,  t«  a  degree  beyond  human 
endurance.  While  I  admit  in  Oieory  it  is 
per^apa  the  most  beautiful  in  the  worli^  when 
confined  within  its  proper  limits;  in  practice,  I 
am  not  Bare,  without  reform,  it  will  prove  the 
most  tyrannical  and  oporessive  that  the  ingeua- 
ity  of  man  could  have  aevised.  What  does  it 
matter,  whether  the  people  are  tAxed  in  a 
repablic  or  a  deqx>tism  I  It  is  all  the  mme  to 
them :  and  it  aeema  that  injustice,  violence, 
and  rapine  can  be  as  well  eieroiaed  in  the  one 
ta  the  other.  Nay,  more  securely,  becaose  it 
works  by  stealth  onder  a  false  denomination. 
Now,  sir,  as  I  have  no  well'groDnded  hope  of 
an  amendment  in  their  condition — as  I  perceive 
the  eame  legislative  course  which  baa  been  pnr- 
sned  for  several  years  past,  is  likely  to  be  c  ~ 
tinned — the  same  system  of  taxation  and 
equal  distribution  of  the  fnnds  of  the  nation  te 
be  kept  np  aa  heretofore,  1  mnst  look  out  for 
the  best  protection  for  them  that  I  can,  against 
what  I  conceive  to  be  their  own  worst  enemy 
— too  much  leffialation.  And  this,  I  think,  wiU 
be  fonnd  in  the  reduction  of  the  pay  of  the 
members.  I  know  it  to  be  a  delicate  sutgeot, 
which  touches  the  nervona  sensibility  of  every 
one.  Bnt  if  wa  are  in  earnest  in  the  profea- 
sioDs  that  were  given  to  the  people  at  the  com- 
'Ing  day  of  a  reform  in  the  abnaea  and  extrava- 
gance of  the  administration  of  aSaira,  and  which 
they  have  so  much  ri^t  to  expect  at  oar  hands, 
let  na  go  into  the  good  work,  and  ahow  a  devo- 
tion worthy  the  canse  in  which  we  are  engaged. 
After  the  eiampie  set  ns  by  the  Executive  head 
of  this  nation,  who  has  gone  forward  with  a 
fimmeas  and  decision  that  bespeak  his  charac- 
ter, holding  this  langna^  on  his  elevation^  that 
"  the  recent  demonstration  of  public  sentiment 
insoribM  on  the  list  of  Executive  dnties,  in 
characters  too  le^ble  to  be  overlooked,  the 

task 

tion, 

posed  in  na,  were  we  to  halt  and  hesitate 
eventfol  a  crisis.    What  has  been  done  in  this 
resfiect  after  the  laborions  and  futhAd  investi- 

Etion  of  the  Committee  on  Ketreschment  the 
t  session,  and  the  parting  voice  of  the  able 
obairman  wno  committed  to  his  sooceasora  the 
charge,  with  the  hofw  that  it  misht  be  proee- 
ented  to  a  snocesafnl  issne  for  the  henefit  of  the 
people )  Nothing  bnt  the  discontinnanoe  of  the 
dranghtaman  of  this  House,  while  the  other 
measures  rest  silentiy  on  yonr  table,  or  sleep 
the  sleep  of  death  within  the  bosom  of  the  com- 
mittee itaelf.  This  is  one  of  the  meaanres  they 
recommended  to  onr  attention. 

I  take  it,  siij  there  are  two  prinmplea  con- 
nected with  this  subject,  which  must  always 
enter  into  the  character  of  every  legislative 
body.  The  one  of  interest,  the  other  of  honor. 
If  it  were  possible  wholly  to  attain  the  latter, 


it  wonld,  no  doobt,  be  the  beet  and  safest  tat 
the  country.  Bnt  aa  it  is  conudered  wiili  w 
that  the  "  laborer  ia  worthy  of  his  hire,"  tai 
it  is  not  expected  that  any  person  canwrvt 
here  without  a  reasonable  compensalioa,  (b* 

nt  object,  it  seems  to  me,  should  be  to  pro- 
the  hisppy  combination  of  the  two,  ia 
such  manner,  that  while  the  one  offers  a  »&■ 
cient  inducement  for  talents  and  virtoe,  tbt 
other  destroya  the  temptation.  This,  1  ibisk, 
will  be  accomplished  by  the  propoeitiMi  now 
before  ns. 

Moderate  salariee  are  conMstent  with  the  ^Hiit 
and  principles  of  our  inatitntions;  and  inpn- 
portion  as  the  value  of  onr  own  pay  is  enhanced, 
does  it  regolate  every  thing  else  conneoted  villi 
the  operations  of  Government.  I  oonfets  tint 
I  have  no  fUth  in  any  improvement  being  ati» 
in  other  respects,  until  we  direct  onr  atteaCiia 
here,  I  do  not  say  that  it  will  be  premier  lo 
follow  op  thta  example  in  regard  to  aUdie  otlM 
officers  ot  Gtovernment,  as  propoeed  by  a  resdn- 
tion  now  on  yonr  teble,  beoanse  these,  ta  tea* 
respects,  depend  npon  entirely  distinct  pnad- 
plea.  If  they  are  uithAd  and  vi^lant  in  ttni 
respective  plaoea,  it  is  bnt  right  thtt  tiiey  shooU 
receive  a  jnat  sad  adequate  compeoatfioD  fitr 
their  services. 

Bnt  the  nation  expects,  and  has  a  right  to 
demand,  something  at  onr  hands,  in  relatitxi  lo 
those  great  and  important  ezpenditores  wLicb 
have  been  so  wastefiiUy  and  extravagactly 
lavished  away ;  and  there  seems  no  likelihood 
at  present,  of  any  change  for  the  better  in  this 


As  the  hope  is  a  vun  one  which  I  e 
of  any  thinx  like  a  recnrrence  to  the  <ffiginal 
principles  01  the  Government,  the  only  safety 


in  every  department  thereof  And  I  niber 
think  this  will  at  last  be  fonnd  the  only  distine- 
tion  between  a  repablican  and  monarchical  form 
of  Government.  Wheth^  even  this  shall  be 
aooompUsbed,  we  have  yet  to  leam.  Fnai  the 
dispoaition  that  has  I>een  manifeated,  the  prog- 
reea  of  measures  before  this  IIoDae,  ina  the 
character  of  some  that  have  passed  fiwn  bdoie 
ua,  we  are  met  with  despair  even  here;  ia 
what,  then,  I  ask,  have  the  times  differed  from 
those  tiiat  liave  gone  byt  and  how  can  w> 
■tandjnstified  before  the  people  who  were  led 
to  expect  important  and  radical  cbugeat  1 
say  nothing  Mtbe  head  of  this  adminisntioa, 
from  whom  we  have  the  aaenronoe  that,  la  &t 
as  depends  npon  him,  he  will  not  be  behind  m 


It  is,  I  eonsotentiondy  believe,  sir,  in  the  pi? 
of  the  members,  offering  an  indocement  to  ood- 
tjnue  here  longer  than  is  necessary  for  tht 
transaction  of  toe  real  bunnesa  of  the  natkn, 
doing,  as  they  always  most,  miachiel^  niM 
good  ia  unattainable.  I  ain,  therefMC,  far 
striking  at  the  root  of  the  evu,  and  making  s 
Beat  become  here  what  it  onght  to  be^  laths 
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tbe  poot  of  hoDor  thsa  of  profit  I,  therefore, 
ohall  give  mf  cordial  anpportto  the  proposition 
now  before  the  Hoose,  with  s  hope  that  it  maf 
bo  referred  &ad  acted  npon. 

Mr.  Oom-TBB  then  rose,  bnt  the  Speaker  hav- 
ing annoanoed  that  the  boor  had  el^tied,  the 
s  aireated. 


Buffalo  and  She  Orltant  Boad. 

On  the  moUon  of  Ifr.  Hihphiix,  the  Honae 
reaolred  itself  into  a  Oommittee  of  Qie  whole 
House  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Mr.  Hatkcs 
in  the  chair,  and  reeumed  the  consideratioc  of 
tbe  bill  "to  ootutmct  a  natjonel  road  from 
Buffalo,  bj  WaBhington  citj,  to  New  OrleanB." 

Mr.  Oabsos  Bald,  the  supporters  of  tbe  bill 
nrged  the  iuiportanoe  of  its  passage  opon  four 
general  considerations,  to  wit:  Oommerciol, 
Political,  Uilitarj,  and  tbe  Transportation  of  tbe 
Uail. 

The  oonstdtntional  powers  of  Oongress  to  act 
upon  this  and  umilar  siibiecta,  have  been  aa- 
•omed  and  m^ntained  bj  ue  sapporters  of  the 
Ull.  Upon  all  Hubjects  of  this  kind,  (sold  Mr. 
0.,)  inTolving  constitutional  questions,  whioh 
have  been  disouaaed  since  I  occupied  a  seat  in 
this  House,  i  have  stndiouslr  avoided  entering 
into  tbe  debates  npon  them.  I  have  dona  so, 
for  the  verj  plain  reason  that  mj  vocation  is 
that  of  a  fumer ;  and  well  knowing  tliat  it  re- 
qnircd  jvofeMionat  sdenoe  and  deep  research  to 
elueidaU  and  ^ve  aatisfaction  upon  those  criti- 
cal points  upon  which  men  of  eininenoe,  patriot- 
ism, and  dislinctjon  differ.  Under  these  cir- 
ouniatancee,  I  may  well  be  permitted  to  be,  if 
not  without  hope,  at  least  too  diffident  of  taj 
own  opinion  npon  constitutional  questions,  to 
trouble  the  House  with  the  reasons  upon  which 
thej  are  founded.  Yet,  as  I  am  tbe  represent' 
alive  of  an  intelligent  and  most  excellent  oom- 
munitj,  and  as  I  h»ve  to  act  onder  tbe  obliga- 
tions of  an  oath  "to  sapport  the  Cooatitntion 
of  tbe  United  States  " — dist  charter  under  tbe 
guaranties  of  which  we  csn  alone  act  here — it 
u  inenmbent  upon  me  to  look  into  that  charter, 
and  well  examine  the  powers  which  it  extends 
to  as,  and  to  act  in  accordance  with  my  own 
views,  however  crude ;  for,  sir,  on  alt  quesUons 
in  which  conscience  is  involved,  the  decision 
most  be  made  by  that  tribunal,  from  which 
there  is  no  appeal ;  and  however  great  onr  re- 
spect and  deference  tor  the  opinions  of  others, 
in  casea  of  tlus  kind,  we  are  uirown  back  upon 
oaraelves,  and  mast  alone  depend  upon  onr 
own  viewB  of  right  or  wrong. 

Bnt,  whatever  my  views  may  be  of  the  con- 
■titQtional  powers  of  Oongress,  or  however 
•Terse  to  bills  of  this  kind,  I  feel  that  it  would 
be  wholly  nseless  to  urge  them  here ;  and  if  I 
ehoold  not  be  suspected  of  an  attempt  at  rheto- 
rical fionrish,  I  would  say,  that  jod  might  as 
well  attempt  to  dissolve  those  marble  colomns 
which  support  tbe  canopy  of  this  ball,  by  blow- 
ing npon  tnem  the  breath  of  your  nostrils,  as  to 
convince,  by  force  of  argument  or  powers  of 
eloquence,  those  who  have  nude  up  Uieir  opin- 


ions, or  who,  from  the  force  of  circninstancea, 
will  not  be  convinced. 

Yes,  it  would  be  worse  than  idle ;  for  all  the 
experience  whioh  I  have  had  nuon  this  floor 
bnt  strengthens  me  in  the  oonviotion,  that  if 
ever  constitutional  arenmenta  are  a^ed  with 
efftet,  it  will  be  in  other  halls-^ot  tbis.    Bnt 


in  me.  from  tb^  remark — far  from  it  I  look 
npon  tbat  as  the  last  resort,  resultjng  from  in- 
sufferable oppresdon  which  a  minority  may  be 
forced  or  driven  to,  when  it  votdd  oeaae  to  be 
patriotism  to  submit  But  shonld  that  ever 
arrive,  (which  may  Ood  of  his  loflidte  mercy 
avert  I)  may  we  not  jnstly  fear  that  the  world 
may  then  bid  a  long  brewell  to  all  repnbUcs, 
and  to  the  rights  t^  mant 

But,  whilst  I  ■<iM'i""'  any  thing  Uke  a  dispo- 
sition to  disunion  in  the  remark,  it  may  be 
proper  here  to  say  that  it  partakes  something  of 
tbe  nollilylDg  doctrines,  which,  while  they  ana 
more  patufic  in  their  nature,  will  be  fonnd  to 
be,  in  my  opinion,  as  effbotual  in  their  results. 
Upon  a  more  proper  occasion,  I  mar  give  my 
views  fblly  npta  tins  sntfjeot  of  "  nullification,'' 
as  it  has  been  denominated  in  tbe  other  branch 
of  tbis  legislatnre.  But  as  I  am  somewhat  the 
creature  of  Impulsea,  I  sWl  be  governed,  in  this 
particular,  by  snbeeqnent  feeling  and  reflection. 

My  de^gn  ia  to  speak  of  tlie  expediency,  or 
rather  inexpediency  of  this  measure;  not  that  I 
can  add  any  thins  to  the  powerMa^ument  of  tbe 
justly  disbngoished  genUeman  from  Virginia, 
(Mr.  P.  P.  Basbodb,)  for  the  grounds  whioh  be 
took  were  so  ftdly  and  ably  oocapied,  that  he  ha* 
left  little  to  be  said  by  others.  I  shall,  however, 
take  the  same  side  of  the  question ;  not  that  I 
shall  be  aliletOBbedanewray  of  light  upon  the 
Bubjeot,  but  for  the  reason  that  the  bird  of  more 
humble  flight  may  sometimee  see  what  the  eagle 
overlooks. 

The  sapporters  of  this  bill  do  not  olMm  the 
power  under  which  they  act,  as  expressly  dele- 
gated by  the  oonstitntion,  hut  as  an  inddental 
power;  or,  in  other  words,  us  mean  neoeasary 
to  carry  into  effect  some  of  the  ezpreesed  powers. 

Admitting  this  position  to  be  correct,  and 
which  I  do  to  a  certain  bat  limited  extent,  tbe 
question  then  naturally  arises,  does  the  exigency 
of  the  country  demand  at  onr  hands  tbe  exer- 
cise of  those  incidental  powers,  or  the  use  of 
thoee  means,  to  effect  any  of  the  objects  con- 
templated by  those  powers  expressly  delegated  t 
And  if  so,  another  question  wUl  also  arise :  Will 
this  rosd  meet  those  exigencies^  and  efi^t  the 
object)  To  both  of  these  propositions,  I  answer 
in  the  negative  most  positively.  There  is  no 
necessity  which  demands  at  onr  hands  the  ^>- 
plication  of  the  public  fimds  for  purposes  of 
this  kind.  Neither  the  "  common  dafence,"  nor 
the  "general  welfare,"  demandslt  And  if  the 
security  of  either  of  the  points,  to  which  this 
road  is  contemplated  to  be  oonstmeted,  did  de- 
mand tbe  exercise  of  those  powers,  and  the  ap- 
plication of  our  treasure,  I  aak  in  the  name  of 
sir,  if  this  road,  a  mace  paltiy 
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earthen  waj,  would  afford  the  secori^  de- 
nred! 

Bnt,  four  general  oonuderatioiiB  have  been 
urged  in  Bopport  of  the  bill,  and  thejr  may 
trol;  be  said  to  be  most  pliant  oonrideratioUB ; 
for  thej  are  brought  to  bear  upon  all  sal^ects 
of  internal  imprOTement,  requiring  the  pnblio 
lands  or  the  pnblio  monef. 

It  shall  be  mj  object  to  show  that  not  one  of 
those  conaideratioiiB  reqoireB  tbftt  tfaia  ro^ 
should  be  made.  I  aball  take  them  np  in  the 
order  in  which  I  find  them  in  the  report  of  the 
engineers  made  to  this  Honse  at  the  first  sea- 
sion  of  the  nineteenth  Oongreaa.  And 'the  flnrt 
in  order  is  its  oommeroial  od vantage. 

It  bas  been  gravely  maintained  Uiat  thia  road 
is  all-important  aa  a  line  of  Interconunnnioa' 
tion  between  distant  points  for  the  facilities  of 
Gommerdal  intAroonrae,  uid  the  transportation 
of  prodaoe  and  merchandise.  Now,  sir,  admit- 
ting the  cooetitationalit;,  and  the  propriety  of 
maiking  roads  for  commerciBl  pnrposea,  ia  there 
an  J  one  who  seriously  believea  tliat  this,  or  anj 
otBcr  road,  can  possibly  be  brought  to  oompete 
Buccessfally  with  the  mighty  father  of  rivers, 
and  its  tribntary  streams  t  What,  sir  I  change 
tiie  channel  of  produce  from  the  finest  rivers 
In  the  world,  with  the  powerfol  agency  of 
ateam,  propelling  boats  hnndreds  of  miles  in 
the  twenty-fonr  nonrs,  with  a  mere  "earthen" 
road !  When  the  mighty  Missouri  shall  tarn 
her  oarreat  back  upon  her  aonrce,  and  fbrce  a 
passage  throngh  the  Rocky  Mountaina,  aai 
empty  her  vast  tribat«  of  watera  into  the  Pa- 
cific, and  the  beaatifiil  Ohio  shall  be  brought 
throngh  the  tnnnel  propoaed  to  be  out  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mr.  Msbobb,)  and 
pour  her  waters  Into  the  Cheaapeake,  then,  and 
not  till  then,  let  the  gentleman  propose  the 
cohetruction  of  roads  throngh  that  region  of 
ooantry  for  commercial  purposes. 

Bnt  what  kind  of  road  have  we  propoeed  to 
RS  by  this  bill ?  "An  earUieu  road,''  sir.  Yes, 
sir,  a  miserable,  paltry,  earthen  road.  The 
honorable  ohairman  and  his  committee  have 
not  only  fallen  far  in  the  rear  of  the  march  of 
Bcience  and  the  arts  in  road-malcing,  bnt  they 
have  gone  entirely  back  to  olden  times. 
Earthen  roads  were  the  flnt  system  of  ioter- 
oommnnication  known  to  man.  They  were 
superseded  by  tampikes,  as  they  are  called, 
which  consisted  in  the  application  of  atone, 
gravel,  and  other  materials,  which  improved 
the  foundation,  and  made  it  capable  of  bearing 
greater  weight.  Mr.  MoAdam  has  improvM 
upon  those  roads,  by  a  pMoiiar  and  regular 
method  of  prepanng  and  applying  the  atone ; 
and  from  hia  celebrity  in  his  improvementa,  baa 
viaen  the  name  of  McAdamized  roads. 

Bnt,  above  all,  ia  that  highest  effort  of  the 
human  intellect,  in  perfecting  a  system  of  road 
intercommnnication,  which,  for  ease,  safety, 
and  expedition,  challenges  the  astonishment 
and  admiration  of  the  world. 

That  syatem  which  has  outstripped  oanala, 
and  ruined  their  stocks  in  Eofflaad ;  and  that 
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system  which  will  supersede  canals  here,  m 
well  as  all  other  systems  of  the  kind,  vhidi 
have  been  devised  by  human  ingenm^— tc^ 
sir,  the  honorable  gentleman  &om  Yirpidi 
(Mr.  Mebokb)  must  hear  tlie  appsHing,  ibe 
heart-rending  fact,  that  this  mighty  monniBeiit, 
(Chesapeake  and  Ohio  Canal,)  which,  for  jtta, 
he  has  been  laboring  with  a  zeal  and  eiertioa 
to  erect  to  his  memory,  and  which,  no  doab^ 
he  had  fondly  hoped  would  transmit  hii  unu 
down  to  Qie  latest  posterity^  most  M,  nd 
must  give  place  to  the  snpenor  impniTCiMiil 
of  niilroade.  I  could  sympathize  with  that 
gentleman  if  I  did  not  beUave  that  a  remedy  ii 
within  his  reach ;  that  is,  to  g^ve  up  hia  a.- 
ploded  canal  system,  and  embrace  the  riilnad 

Elan ;  and  a  most  h^Jpy  opportunity  now  awiiti 
im.  Let  him  onite  the  interest  of  the  crat- 
pany  over  which  he  now  presides,  wilb  thd 
of  uie  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad  ConpaDr, 
and,  by  a  nnity  of  action,  and  cominiuiitj  of 
feeling,  they  will  find  their  interests  rauhuDj 
advanced,  and  the  moat  huipy  remits  growing 
ont  of  the  arrangement.  I  nope  I  shsll  be  par- 
doned for  this  digresuon.  Bnt  let  me  sak  ib« 
honorable  churman  who  introduced  thii  biQ, 
(Mr.  Hbvphill,)  how  be  can  reconcile  it  to  bit 
vast  notions  of  grand  and  magnificent  intfrul 
improvements,  and  the  resources  and  c^icitj 
of  this  Government  to  prosecute  ^iitm,  to  u 
indefinite  eit«nt,  as  he  set  forth  in  his  spenhl 
But  what  ia  more,  how  can  he  reconcile  it  to 
bimaet^  to  fell  so  far  behind  the  advance  rftbt 
age  in  improvements,  as  to  propose  an  "eartti- 
en "  roaa  as  a  means  to  fadlitate  eomniHW^ 
and  promote  the  "oommcHi  defence  and  Ibt 
general  wel&re ! "  Now,  if  the  gentleman  bad 
propoaed  a  plan  for  the  conBtrnotion  of  a  nit- 
road  on  some  plan  oommensnrate  with  llM 
greatness  and  reaonroee  of  this  nation,  tben 
would  have  been  some  plandbility  in  his  iren- 
ments.  But,  upon  what  have  we  heaid  \^^ 
beantlM  theories  and  high-wron^t  figoiti  u- 
hansted )  Why,  upon  an  earthen  road--a  wed 
of  mud,  liable  to  be  washed  by  every  dunrer, 
and  subject  to  the  vicissitndes  and  casultMs  in- 
ddent  to  every  season. 

Before  I  take  leave  of  this  branch  of  fl>a  nb- 
ject,  I  ask  leave  to  read  a  brief  paasacefrMt 
the  report  of  the  enginaeia ;  we  eiiall  thai  be 
able  to  judge  of  their  viewa  as  to  the  cMnntt' 
oial  importance  of  thia  road. 

I  r^  from  the  report  of  the  engiaeef^ 
which  may  be  fiinnd  in  the  0th  volimwoffi- 
ecutive  papers,  seanon  of  1835-16S6,  dacviMDl 
156,  page  22 : 

"  In  relation  to  eitenial  commeTcc,"  nf  ^  *" 

S'neers,  "  it  appears  to  ni  that  a  raid  tarn  Wu^ 
gton  Cil;  to  Keir  Orleans  wilt  not  tBoti,u  t* 
tnoaportation,  adraiitagee  of  nationat  importiMl 
for  the  ro»d  -wtH  cross  generally  tH  the  miio  "W 
mrsea  perpeudiculur  to  the  cout ;  and  ia  tb  o- 
<!liona  and  by  meaos  of  mhtch  aU  (he  UaupMU- 
tions  are  dnMiive  which  relate  to  opeiatioiii  of  •>- 

However,  we  have  remaned  In  tiia  brtgMtt 
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part  of  this  report,  that  tbe  mi^n  ir>t«r  courses  irere 
crMsed  by  the  sutem  route  at  the  bead  of  iloop 
■WTigatioii,  and  bj  the  middle  route  at  the  bead  of 
boat  iwTigatiOD,  therefore  a  road  in  the  direction  of 
uther  will  iMn:6aimodate  tbe  dutricti  through  which 
It  pasKS,  for  tbe  transportatioa  of  their  products  to 
the  narlgable  itreaniB.  Under  this  local  (mark  the 
worda,  gentlemen,  local,  not  general)  point  of  view, 
the  eitema]  commerce  will  become  twneflted  to  a 
certain  extent,"  ke. 

Thna  we  see  that,  in  the  view  of  the  engi- 
neers, this  road  would  not  ensore  benefits  gen- 
eral in  their  character,  bat  snch  as  are  merely 
local ;  and  even  that,  no  farther  than  to  afford 
districts  throngh  which  it  may  pass  the  advan- 
tage  of  transporting  their  produce  to  the  navi- 
^ble  streams. 

This  being  the  case,  is  there  anj  one  who 
will  press  the  application  of  the  national  treas- 
ore  (which  shoiild  never  be  disbnraed  only  with 
a  view  to  national  objects,  wherein  all  the  parts 
are  equally  benefited)  to  purposes  local  in  their 
character,  and  that  to  a  limited  extent}  It 
wonld  be  merging  the  "  general  welfare"  into 
local  wtjfare,  and,  against  all  principle,  the 
greater  into  the  lesser. 

Next  in  order  are  "  political  oontdderationa." 
X  ahall  be  brief  npon  tbis  branch  of  tbe  sobjeot, 
as  there  is  only  one  prominent  oonsideration,  in 
a  political  point  of  view,  which  can  be  nrged, 
which  is,  that  roads  and  canals  will  operate  as 
bonds  of  union,  and  more  strongly  cement  os 
together,  and  prevent  a  falling  off  of  the  parts. 
Withont  stopping  to  controvert  tbe  correctness 
of  tiio  position,  it  certiunly  presupposes  one  of 
two  tilings :  either  that  there  is  a  disposition  in 
the  Btat«B  to  fly  off  from  the  centre,  or  a  repnl- 
aive  action  at  the  centre  to  throw  them  o^  and 
beooe  the  Deceasity  <^  these  additional  bonds  of 

Xothine,  in  my  opinion,  is  to  be  apprehended 
from  the  former ;  wonld  to  Ood  I  oonld  say  so 
much  for  the  latter  I  If  ever  the  calamities  of 
disunion  should  be  experienced  by  this  nation, 
the  canses,  proximate  and  remote,  will  be 
traoed  to  the  action  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Tbe  mismanagement  of  this  central  ma- 
chinery, BO  beantiM  in  its  conception,  and  so 
perfoct  in  its  stmctnre,  and  which  worlced  so 
harmoniously  whilst  kept  within  the  legitimate 
sphere  prescribed  by  those  rules  ezprwsly  lud 
down  for  the  government  of  its  action,  will 
alone  produce  those  fetal  consequences.  By 
overleaping  here  the  constitational  boondaries 
so  clearly  defined,  by  throwing  the  whole  ma- 
chinery out  of  gear,  and  giving  a  loosenees  to 
oar  operations,  propelled  on  by  the  force  of 
combined  interests,  composing  a  m^oritj' 
ngunst  a  minority,  the  latter  will  be  compelled 
to  take  refuge  nnder  the  oM  relation  in  which 
the  States  stood  to  each  other ;  that  of  separate, 
distinct,  and  independent  sorereianty.  The 
States  themselves  will  cling  to  the  Union  whilst 
there  is  a  hope  left  to  rest  on ;  the  oppressions 
of  this  Federal  Government  can  alone  drive 
th«moS: 
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Perhaps  if  there  were  ever  a  crisis  in  the  af- 
fiiirs  of  our  Government  which  required  addi- 
tional bonds  to  hold  us  together,  that  crisis  is 
now  at  hand.  But  if  this  road  is  to  be  the 
remedy,  the  oommittee  have  oertdnly  mistaken 
its  proper  location.  Western  Virginia  and 
Eastern  Tennessee  are  not  about  to  fiy  off  from 


trtna  uiother  qnart«r.  The  Bouth  is  tiie  point 
to  which  we  should  direct  our  attention.  Oer- 
tainly  every  political  oonmderation  would  direct 
us  to  tbe  metropolitan  route.  We  must  encircle 
Bouth  Oaiolina  with  some  band,  or  she,  from 
report,  will  be  off  at  a  "  tangent,"  and  that  sud- 
denly. Bnt  let  me  serionsly  ask  of  every  mem- 
ber of  this  committee,  what  stronger  bonds  of 
union  do  freemen  need,  or  the  States  require, 
than  those  forged  ont,  wrought,  and  put  in 
Order  by  the  master  workmen  of  the  revolu- 
tion }  Link  connecting  link,  forming  a  chain 
of  government  more  beantiftl  in  its  principles, 
and  beneficial  in  its  results,  fwhilst  acting  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  original  design,)  than  any 
ever  devised  by  the  wisdom  of  man.  What 
was  this  design  t  It  was,  that  all  the  parta 
should  share  in  equal  proportion  tbe  benefits  or 
ii^uriee  resulting  from  the  compact ;  a  perfect 
reciprocity  was  to  be  observed  and  preserved. 
UnMT  a  strict  observance  of  those  sacred  prin- 
ciplM,  sir,  what  have  we  to  fear  f  I  answer 
nothing,  either  from  external  or  iutemai  causes. 
If  fears  are  to  be  entertained,  they  are  upon 
the  other  side  of  tbe  question ;  and  let  me  here- 
admonish  gentlemen  who  are  seeking  to  pro- 
vide additional  bonds  of  union,  by  cutting  ca- 
nals and  constmcting  roads,  to  iKware  lest  they 
by  their  operations  cut  the  ligaments  of  the 
constitution  which  now  bind  us  together,  and 
which  form  the  only  sure  and  certain  ties  by 
whioh  we  can  remain  united.  No  political 
consideration,  therefore,  in  my  opinion,  doea 
require  the  construction  of  tl^is  road ;  but,  on 
the  contrary,  eminently  demands  the  re]ecti<m 
ofthebilL 

"Military  considerations"  are  the  next  in 
order,  and  to  which  I  shall  aak  the  attention  of 
the  committee. 

The  honorable  chairman  (Mr.  Hbupdtll)  set 
ont  by  telling  na  that  the  two  points  to  which 
this  road  is  contemplated  to  be  mn,  are  dan- 
gerously situ^od,  and  eminently  eipoaed  in 
case  of  invarion,  &o.,  and  that  this  is  important 
as  a  military  road  for  the  transportation  of 
tro(^  and  munitions  of  war.  With  regard  to 
the  exposed  sitnation  of  New  Orleans,  I  beg 
leave  to  differ  entirety  with  the  honorable 
chairman.  As  to  Buff^o,  I  know  but  very  lit- 
tie  abont  it,  nor  have  I  sousht  to  know,  because 
I  looked  upon  that  end  of  the  road  as  having 
been  tackeu  on  by  the  committee,  merely  aa  a 
means  of  buying  up  votes,  and  not  that  the 
necessity  of  the  nation  required  the  work.  I 
shall  leave  tiiat  end,  therefore,  in  the  hands  of 
others. 

What  say  gentlemen  who  urge  this  branch 
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of  the  anbjMt?  Wbj,  "dkat  New  OrleaDs 
Diiut  always  look  to  TonnesNoe,  Kentnck;. 
""     *      '         n  and  provirions  to  protect 


this  road  mnat  be  mftde  to  tranaport  theee  troops 
and  provUioDS  upon."  Now  can  it  be  posaible 
that  any  man,  in  his  sober  senses,  and  under 
the  influence  of  reason,  can,  for  one  moment, 
entertain  the  belief  that,  if  this  rood  were  mode, 
even  one  soldier  or  solitary  barrel  of  provisions, 
irom  TenaesBee,  Eeatuoky,  Ohio,  or  any  other 
State  north  of  those,  wonld  travel  over  it  I 
What  I  brio^menfrom  the  State  of  Ohio  acroea 
the  States  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee  t  Aye, 
and  across  the  Ohio  RiTer,  too,  with  iU  cnrrent 
teeming  with  steamboats,  ready  to  waft  the  sol- 
diers and  proviuons  to  the  point  of  destina- 
tion. But  no,  they  moat  tmdge  through  the 
mads  of  Eentnoky  and  Tennessee,  by  marobea 
of  from  ten  to  fltteen  miles  per  day,  till  tbey 
Intersect  this  road  (after  orosaing  navigable  and 
toTiting  rivers)  at  Florann,  Alaibama;  and 
then  they  will  have  the  pecoliar  advantage  of 
travelling  this  superb  sationd  earthen  road 
from  thence  to  New  Orleans. 

I  invite  geatlemen  who  think  despatch  and 
saving  of  time  important  in  military  operatlona, 
to  cAlcnlste  how  long  it  wonld  take  troops  to 
set  to  New  Orleans  by  tbis  "  national  road  " 
from  Tennoswa  Kentntucy,  Ohio,  tm^  and  com- 
pare it  with  the  ease,  oonveuieDoe,  and  de- 
spatch, afforded  by  steam  power  on  tbe  navi- 
gable rivers  which  pass  tbron^  those  6tat«8  and 
empty  into  t^e  IfusisdppL  It  oannot  be  de- 
nied that  troops  from  any  part  of  Eeotnoky  or 
Ohio  ooald  get  to  New  Orieaos  by  steamboat 
conveyance  before  tbey  conld  reach  Florence, 
in  Alabama,  the  point  of  intereeotion  with  tbis 
road.  Under  this  view  of  the  case,  tbe  posi- 
tions laid  down  by  the  honorable  ohairmon, 
(Ur.  HmpQiLL,)  with  regard  to  the  "  exposed 
condition  "  of  New  Orleans,  and  the  neoesait; 
of  this  road  as  affording  means  of  defenoe,  &11 
Xa  the  groand,  and  the  whole  snperstmetnre  of 
argument  based  upon  tbem  fUls  also. 

If  further  argoments  were  necessary  to  show 
tbe  impropriety,  nay,  the  ezoeilive  folly,  of 
making  tbis  road  for  military  porpoaes,  they 
wonld  be  found  by  a  reoorreooe  to  the  history 
of  onr  last  war,  particularly  in  tbe  operation*  in 
tbe  Boatbem  section  of  tbe  Union.  There  was 
a  time  when  New  Orleans  was  "  danguronsty 
situated  and  eminenUy  exposed;"  tiiere  was  a 
time,  sir,  when  that  dty  waa  invaded  by  a 
powerfnl  and  well-discipUned  army ;  an  army, 
too,  stimulated  to  action  by  the  "booty  and 
beauty"  which  were  promised  them.  This 
was  a  case  of  great  emergency — this  was  a  time 
of  deep  and  dreadfol  anxiety ;  but  sufficient  for 
the  occasion  were  the  spirits  convened,  and 
hastily  convened,  for  the  defence  of  the  city. 
Yea,  on  army  waa  convened,  defeated  the  ene- 
my, and  saved  New  Orleans.  What  military 
road,  made  at  vast  expense  of  time  and  treasure, 
were  those  troops  transp(»ted  over  t    None ; 


ties  of  their  country,  and  got  hi 
thus  will  it  be  ever ;  this  eonntnr  wiU  slwajs 
find  security  in  tbe  strong  arm  of  her  "  et&ta 
soldiers."  Dangera  may  stand  thick  aiooDd 
them;  tbey  only  stimulate  to  exertion.  Tbe 
noblest  deeds  ore  done  np<»i  tbe  most  dsi^er- 
ous  emergencies,  and  the  ^ory  of  aoUenni 
them  is  the  strongestinoentive  to  action.  Kcm 
I  say  more  t  Does  the  history  of  all  ages  thtt 
have  gone  before  us,  present  a  solitary  ezsnplt 
of  a  nation,  at  peace  with  the  world,  and  whets 
policy  it  is  to  cultivate  and  Tii«int»in  those  |*- 
oifio  relations,  preparing  for  tiie  transportalue 
of  troops  by  large  expenditures  c^pabbc  money 
for  the  oonstmction  of  roads  in  this  time  of 
profound  peace  f  But,  on  the  contrary,  do«s 
not  all  history  prove  that  tiie  first  genwsl*  tbs 
world  has  prodnced,  asked  not  roads  onr 
which  to  transport  troops  for  the  advancMHot 
of  their  militair  operations  I  Let  me  ask,  whit 
engineers  denraiated  the  route,  or  what  nslka 
appropriated  Uie  fimds,  to  oonstmct  a  pMOga 
over  ttie  Alp*  (or  HoDDiboI  and  hu  Carthagin- 
ians, when  he  pn^ed  bis  conquests  to  the  very 
walla  of  Rome )  Or  who  directed  Cnsar  to  the 
point  at  which  to  pass  the  Rubicon,  when  he 
pronoDnoed  that "  the  die  was  cast,"  and  taoA 
the  &tal  blow  at  the  liberties  of  his  connliy  t 

But  to  come  down  to  the  present  time— to 
things  which  transpired  bnt  yesterday,  aa  tht 
Other  side  of  the  water.  Did  Nicholas  tu  hit 
snltjeots  to  rwse  a  revenue  to  open  those  pacaes 
through  the  Balkan,  over  whicn  Diebitacb  led 
ttiat  army  which  shook  tbe  Ottoman  empirs 
to  its  centre !  and  which,  had  tbey  not  been 
stopped  by  pacific  measureH,  and,  1  migbt  add, 
by  tne  interposition  of  other  European  poccn 
Jealous  of  the  rinng  greatness  aod  reeonrccs  of 
the  Russian  empire,  the  Christian  flag  woold 
thia  day  have  been  waving  on  tbe  walls<^C«i- 
stantinople  I  It  is  by  the  eoer^  of  powoM 
minds  and  capable  commanders,  that  araue* 
are  led  to  victory  and  glorious  aohievenieots; 
not  by  roads  fbr  they  might  lead  to  defeat  m 
well  as  victory.  And  here  let  me  remark  tfaat 
those  facilities  to  military  operations  an  ilvayi 
oocnpied  by  the  strongest ;  and  such  a  work 
might  prove  a  curse  instead  of  a  blesnng,  (tt 
was  proved,  s^d  a  gentieman  standing  Bar 
Hr.  CAxaoir,  (Ur.  Davio,  <^  Sonth  OarolioaJ 
npcw  the  Bladensbnig  oonrse  last  war.)  T«^ 
(resumed  Ur.  0.,)  bnt  I  would  rather  lose  tbs 
argnment  afibrded  by  the  meatMNt  of  that^ 
agreeable  aul^eot,  ttum  woond  the  pride  of  tbs 
HooM  by  recalling  their  recollection  to  iL 

The  "  transportation  of  the  moil "  is  the  not 
and  last  consideration  to  whioh  I  shall  aak  tbt 
attention  of  the  committee. 

I  feel  that  my  strength  is  Uling  me  tto 
mnch  to  go  into  thia  branch  of  the  solgecl  to 
the  extent  I  bad  desired.  I  will  lay  it  don 
as  my  opinion,  however,  that  the  framen  «( 
the  constitution  did  not  intend,  by  tbe  wofiit 
"establish  poet  offices  and  poet  roods,"  to  con- 
fer the  power  to  construct  roods,  fto^  but  (olf 


dbyGoogle 


DEBATES  OF  00NQBB8S. 


1,1880.] 


B^falo  and  tfm,  Oritam  Jtoad. 


mMDt  thU  GongreM  ahonld  daaigiute  the  roads 
over  which  the  mail  ihonld  be  oorried,  and  the 
poinU  at  which  it  should  be  opened.  I  shal] 
not  ftttempt  no  argameat,  ^,  to  prove  the  oor- 
rectnese  ot  thU  oonstmotion,  bat  it  bung  minc^ 
it  13  Rofficient  to  govern  me. 

The  first  iuquirj  which  soggeela  itaelf  with 
regard  to  the  expediency  of  ooostmcttDg  thia 
road  for  the  traoBportaticHi  of  the  mail  ia,  does 
taj  nttxtatf  for  impediment  exist  to  the  trans- 
portatioD  of  the  m^  which  requlree  the  appli- 
oatioii  of  thia  smn  of  mone j  to  remove  or  rem- 
edjt 

Baa  the  Port  Office  Dt^MUtment  oompltdned 

Is) 


eldndt 

Ther  have  not ;  bnt,  npcHi  the  oontrarj,  we 
Are  informed  by  the  verj  able  report  of  the  dis- 
tingoished  geatJeniaii  who  preaidea  over  that 
department,  that  the  faoilitiee  are  now  ample, 
and  will  be  increased  as  the  means  of  ^e  de- 
partment will  jaBtlfy,  or  the  public  intereet 
■ball  reqnire.  I  ask  the  attendon  of  the  oom- 
mittae  wtiile  I  read  part  of  that  report,  which 
treats  of  the  very  subject  now  nnder  oonsidera- 

[Ur.  0.  read  the  following  eiOraat  from  the 
report  of  the  Foetmaater  General :] 

"  The  mail  communication  between  Sew  Orleans 
and  the  seat  of  tbe  General  Oeveroment,  bj  waj  of 
llobils  uid  HoQtgoraery,  in  AlKbama,  uid  Augusta, 
in  Georgia,  will,  from  the  commencement  of  the  en- 
ning  year,  be  eflected  three  times  a  week,  aSbrdiitg 
eomfoTtable  coeveyancea  for  travellers,  and  the 
whole  trip  performed  in  tbe  period  of  two  weeks, 
eaeh  way,  throngh  tbe  capitals  of  Virginia,  North 
Carolina,  South  Carolina,  and  QeoTgia. 

>*  Lioea  of  ieur-horae  post  coaches  will  alio  be 
establiilicd,  ttom  the  Sitt  6m,j  ef  jKnoary  next. 


deemed  important  to  keep  a  regular  and  certaii 
tercoarae  between  the  Western  States  and  New  Or- 
leans— Hempbis  being  a  point  on  the  UissiBBippi  to 
whicb  steamboats  can  come  at  all  seasoos  of  the 


of  tbe  department  will  jnatify.and  tbe  public  hitcr- 
Mt  shall  require  It.  To  give  greater  utility  to  this 
improvement,  a  weekly  line  of  coaohes  will  alao  be 
---  ^lished  at  the  same  time  from  Florence,  in  Ala- 
L,  (where  it  will  connect  with  the   line  from 


Now,  what  more  can  be  required!  Doee 
not  this  report  alao  prove  that  steam  naviga- 
tion will  sapersede  roads  for  all  ptuposee, 
wherever  it  can  find  water  for  the  boats  to  ran 
on  f  The  despatch  and  qntoluteaa  of  steamboat 
passage  from  Memphis  to  New  Orleans  has 
drawn  the  attention  of  the  FoBtmast«r  Gen- 


pedition,  beoaose  of  the  advantages  of  steam 
power.  Does  not  tbis  speak  volomes  against 
the  eipenditnree  of  pnblic  mone;  npon  roadi^ 
when  it  most  be  manifest  that  tlier  never 


here  as  tbe  strong  reasons  1 
them  I  It  may  be  possible  that,  with  regard  to 
despatch,  and  saving  of  time,  a  direot  road  from 
this  place  to  the  Missismppi  Biver,  thence  by 
steamboats  to  New  Orleans,  wonld  be  the  best. 
Bat,  taking  this  as  granted,  it  doee  not  prove 
the  necessity  of  oar  coDstracting  a  road  for  the 
pu-pose.  Boads  ore  already  made.  The  m^ 
IS  now  trutsported  fh)m  this  to  Nashville,  Ten- 
nessee, seven  times  a  week,  in  post  coaches,  at 
a  cost  of  upwards  of  thirty-foor  tbonsand  dol- 
lars per  annnm ;  and  this  line,  sir,  as  we  see 
from  the  report  Jnat  read,  is  to  be  continned 
three  timea  a  week  to  Uempbis,  and  from 
thence  to  New  Orleans  by  steamboats.  What 
moro  is  wanting  t  or  what  more,  in  modesty, 
can  be  asked  I 

I  shall  now  torn  my  attention  to  the  relative 
merits  of  the  different  routes ;  and,  if  this  road 
is  to  be  made,  I  think  I  can  show  the  propriety 
of  selecting  the  most  direct  practicable  route. 

For  all  pniposee  connected  with  the  trans- 
portation  of  the  mail,  the  saving  of  lime,  cost 
of  oonstmcUoD,  distance,  &o.,  the  most  "  direct, 
practicable  ronte,"  as  proposed  by  the  amend- 
ment I  had  the  honor  to  lay  npon  your  table 
some  days  unce,  and  which  was  printed  by 
order  of  the  Hoose,  and  which  1  shall  offer  to 
the  committee  before  I  take  my  seat,  is  cer- 
twnly  the  preferable  one. 

I  lay  down,  then,  as  incontrovertible  beta, 
that  the  ronte  I  propoee  will  be  better,  the  ooet 
of  oonstmction  less,  the  distance  tesa,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  accommodated  mnch 

Now,  if  I  eetabliab  these  positions,  what 
member  oon  refiue  to  vote  for  the  amendment, 
whether  he  be  for  or  agunst  the  bill  t 

lir.  Ciuio  said  he  should  play  the  hypocrite 
were  he  to  attempt  to  disguise  the  interest  he 
felt  in  the  bill  uader  consideration.  Many  of 
the  people  whom  I  represent  (said  Hr.  0.)  t^ve 
a  deep  and  direct  int«reBt  in  the  road  which  it 
proposes  to  establish ;  and  if,  nnder  existing 
circmnstancee,  I  did  not  give  it  my  humbu 
support,  I  should  feel  a  conscious  conviction  M 
misrepresenting  their  interests,  and  of  betraying 
the  tnist  with  which  they  have  honored  me. 

The  representative,  according  to  my  politioal 
oreed,  is  bonnd,  in  all  cases,  except  where  the 
constitution  interposes  barriers,  in  tbie,  or  any 
other  body,  to  reflect  the  wishes  and  iuteresta 
of  his  oonstitaents,  and  not  his  own  individual 
views.  To  do  this  is  happily  felt  by  me  not  to 
be  less  a  doty  than  s  pleasure. 

Although  I  am  one  of  those  who  constrae  tbe 
constitntion  as  denying  to  Congress  a  general 
right  to  make  roads,  even  though  their  extent 
invests  them  with  the  characteristics  of  nation- 
ality, yet  the  peculiar  combination  of  circum- 
stances which  eziata  in  relation  to  this  suljeo^ 
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ttt  this  time,  rids  m;  mind  of  all  Bcraplea  upon 
this  point 

Tbe  ooDgtitntionaUtj  of  the  measure,  as  I 
conceive  it,  is  not  now  involved.  The  queatioiL 
Is  ii«t  vbether  Congress  poaseases,  imder  the 
constitntioQ,  power  to  make  this  road;  bnt  it 
is,  more  properly,  has  Oongress  a  rjsht  to  re-dia- 
tribnte  Uie  Barplns  money  in  its  iVeasarj,  be- 
jond  what  may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  or- 
a^ary  expensea  of  the  Government,  and  what 
may  be  applied  to  Uie  extinRaiahment  of  the 
national  debt,  among  the  people  of  the  Union  I 

A  little  reSeotioo  will  satiafy  yon,  sir,  that 
the  appropriation  of  money  involved  in  this  bill 
!a  an  evil  (if  it  be  an  evil,  as  some  apprehend  it 
to  he)  which  haa  its  root  in  the  existing  rev- 
onne  system.  So  long  as  the  present  tanffof 
duties  is  maintained,  it  is  manifest  that  we  shall 
find  in  our  Treasury  a  large  annoal  residnnm, 
after  all  ordinary  appropriationB  have  been 
made.  And  who  can  doubt,  after  what  has 
oconrred  here,  in  this  session  of  Oongress.  that 
it  is  the  fixed  determination  of  a  m^onty  of 
this  body,  and,  by  inference,  the  determination 
of  a  m^ority  of  the  people  of  the  United  Slates, 
to  persist  in  tbe  existing  tariff  system  )  The 
qneslion,  then,  unavoidably  occurs,  what  dispo- 
wtion  ought  to  be  made  of  this  saiplus  money  t 
Sorely  no  one  will  contend  that  it  onght  to  lie 
mstuiR  in  our  coffers ;  none  will  contend  that, 
after  it  has  gotten  there,  the  oonstitntion  will 
require  it  to  remain  there.  And  to  what  nse 
shall  we  appropriate  itt  Can  we  appropriate 
it  to  any  more  valaabte  nse  than  to  intemal  im- 
provements t 

I  wodM  myself  have  preferred  that  this  anr- 
plos  of  revenue  should  nave  been  apportioned 
out  amongst  tbe  several  States,  acoording  to 
tbeir  popnlation,  for  purposes  of  internal  im- 
provement; but  in  this  we,  who  construe  the 
constitution  rigidly,  are  opposed  by  a  mfyority. 
Congress  now,  as  to  all  praotical  effects,  possess- 
es the  power  to  appropriate  the  money  of  the 
pnhUo  Treasury  to  objects  of  internal  improve- 
ment, as  fully  as  if  the  constitution,  in  so  many 
words,  gave  that  power.  Kor  has  this  power 
been  dormant  It  nos  been  exerted  in  a  variety 
of  instances. 

The  money  collected  into  the  public  Treasury 
from  imposts,  &o.,  belongs  to  the  people  in  tbe 
mass ;  and  it  becomes  our  dnty  to  return  it  to 
them  by  that  mode  that  will  most  equally  dis- 
tribute it  among  them,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
effect  for  them  the  greatest  general  good.  In 
so  way,  does  it  seem  to  me,  can  this  end  be 
more  advantageously  attained,  than  hy  expend- 
ing it  upon  a  work  like  that  prop(»ed  in  the 
bm  under  consideration.  The  road  will  extend 
Cram  tbe  northern  to  the  southern  extremity  of 
the  Union,  and,  as  a  rood,  will  accommodate  a 
vast  proportion  of  its  citizens;  besides,  the 
money  expended  in  making  it  will  be  as  gen- 
erally scattered  among  the  people  as  it  could 
be  by  being  appropriated  to  any  object  or  im- 
provement whatever.  It  ia  utterly  impossible, 
after  having  collected  by  taxation  a  sum  of 
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money  ttam  the  people^  ever  to  return  it  to 
l^em  i^ain  individnaUy,  in  the  proportion  in 
which  it  was  taken  from  them.  The  nesrM 
approach  that  can  be  made  to  snoh  a  diatiibih 
tioD  is  to  be  effected  by  throwing  it  into  gen- 
eral circolstion,  and  leaving  it  to  tiie  influNiot 
of  individual  enterprise  to  control  its  paitieolar 
destination.  It  seems  to  me,  then,  that  we  can- 
not adopt  a  l>etter  policy,  at  this  time,  than  to 
put  into  general  circtilation  a  fbw  hundted 
thousand  dollars  annually  of  the  people's 
money,  by  constructing  with  it,  for  their  ao- 
commodaUon,  this  great  national  road.  Ton 
will  then  have  the  pleasure  of  reflecting  thai 
you  have  returned  to  them,  not  only  their 
money,  bat,  along  with  it,  a  ra'eat  natiinial  im- 
provement. Ana  here,  sir.  Die  queetjon  is  not 
nnworthy  your  most  serious  reflection,  how  £ir 
this  capital,  thus  collected,  and  thus  expendedi, 
will  have  suffered  diminution  when  it  returns 
again  to  its  legitimate  channels  of  oireulation 
among  the  people.  Will  it  have  suffered  any 
diminntioat  ^  I  view  tbe  subject,  it  wiU  not 
Then,  if  it  will  not  have  snfi^red  any  dimmn- 
tion,  is  it  not  a  fair  deductioD  that  the  road  wiU 
be  a  clear  gain  to  the  people  I 

The  policy  of  a  nation,  in  regard  to  Its  pe- 
cuniary funds,  is  very  different  in  eome  impM- 
tant  particulaxB,  from  that  of  an  individual  per- 
son. It  is  the  policy  of  a  nation  to  have  <a 
hand  no  greater  capital  than  is  sofficient  tsx  the 
emergencies  of  the  time — it  ia  the  ^licy  of  in- 
dividual persons  to  augment  theu  f^ds  aa 
much  as  possible.  The  wealth  of  an  individual 
depends  upon  himself — the  wealth  of  a  oatitm 
depends  upon  the  wealth  of  its  mtizens ;  and 
whether  capital  be  in  the  private  pockets  of  the 
citizens,  or  in  the  public  Treasury,  it  is  alike  the 
capital  of  the  nation.  Now,  i^  without  oo- 
casiooiog  any  sensible  ii 


of  a  few  years,  sufScient  to  produce  a  work  of 
great  national  benefit,  a  work  of  the  advants^ 
of  which  thonsanda  of  your  citizens  wiD  be 
highly  aensible,  what  sound  objection,  upon  the 
score  of  policy,  oon  be  ni^ed  agunst  the  execu- 
tion of  such  a  plan  t 

There  have  been,  for  many  years  past,  la^ 
annual  balances  in  tbe  Treasury,  wuidi  have 
been,  to  the  nation  and  the  people,  de«d  ctpilaL 
On  the  first  day  of  January,  l^S,  tbere  was  in 
the  Treasury  an  nnenwnded  balance  of  aix  nil- 
lions  six  hundred  ana  sixty-eight  tbonsand  two 
hundred  and  eighty-^  dtdlars  and  tenoeDts; 
on  tbe  first  day  of  January,  1829,  there  was  a 
balance  of  five  mtUiona  nine  hundred  and  sev- 
euty-two  thousand  foor  hundred  and  tbirty-Gn 
dollars  and  eighty-one  oents;  oa  thefiratd^ 
of  January,  18S0,  there  was  a  balanoe  of  fom 
millions  four  hundred  and  ten  thoosand  and 
seventy-one  dollars  and  sixty-nine  c«nts;  and, 
on  the  first  of  January,  1831,  aooording  to  tbt 
estimates  of  the  Seovtary  of  tbe  Treasniy, 
there  will  be  a  balanoe  of  four  millio&i  linr 
hundred  and  ninety-four  thousand  five  hnndnil 
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and  furtj-five  dollars  and  tvo  cents.  Nov,  sir, 
it  strikes  my  mind,  if  Ooogrew  had  commenced 
this  road  four,  five,  or  dx  jrears  ago,  it  might, 
before  now,  hATB  been  fimshed;  Knd  yet  no 
portion  of  tlie  people  would  have  been  sensible 
of  the  least  peonuiarr  losa  or  presanre.  And 
now,  nr,  if  70a  proceed  to  its  oonstmctioii, 
what  peooniar;  emoarraaaments  can  yon  expect 
to  enconntert  The  whole  aom  estiniat«a  ae 
necessary  to  complete  the  road  is  coosiderably 
short  of  the  balance  which,  it  is  believed,  will 
be  in  the  Treasury  on  the  first  of  January  next, 
and  which  mnst  be  regarded  as  dead  coital,  if 
Dot  employed.  What  mischief  I  ask,  will  yon 
do?  What  injury  to  the  people,  or  any  portion 
of  the  people,  will  you  do.  by  appropriating  a 
part,  or  even  the  whole,  of  this  balance  to  the 
oonstniction  of  an  improvement  so  valnabla  as 
that  proposed  hy  this  bill  will  be  I 

But,  air,  I  have  cot  yet  presented  this  subject 
in  its  most  flattering  point  of  view,  in  reference 
19  of  the  nation.    It  should 


[  not  ap- 


escape  reflection,  that  in  flve  or  six  years  from 
this  time  at  most,  the  annnal  balance  in  the 
Treasury  will  rise  from  four,  five,  or  six  mil- 
lions, to  ten  or  twelve,  or,  if  tiie  tarifT  of  duties 
should  be  reduced  to  such  a  standard  as  that  no 
one  could  complain  of  it  as  oppressive,  to  a 
steady  balance,  as  I  believe,  of  from  five  to 
eight  miUioQB.  When  onr  revenne  shall  thus 
overflow,  which  will  oertunly  be  the  case  after 
the  extinguishment  of  the  national  debt,  what 
course  of  policy  shall  be  pursued !  Will  it  be 
constitntionsl  or  expedient  that  a  portion  of 
the  people  sbonld  sit  still  and  obstinately  refuse 
to  participate  in  the  excess  of  revenue,  bacanse 
it  was  collected  in  a  manner  they  did 

By  voting  for  this  bill,  it  may  happen  that 
on  expenditure  of  money  will  be  mace,  advan- 
tageous to  the  oonntry,  m  the  welfare  of  which 
I  am  more  directly  interested,  and  that  an  im- 
provement will  be  efl'ected -which  will  direoUy 
diffuse  its  benefits  through  it.  And  I  know 
that,  to  the  nation,  nothing  in  the  form  of 
money  will  be  lost^  by  appropriating  tiiree, 
four,  or  uz  millions  of  dollars  to  this  road;  be- 
cause, it  cannot  be  denied,  that,  if  the  auiplus 
money  of  the  Treasury  be  not  appropriated  to 
this  object,  it  will  be  appropriated  to  some 
other,  perhaps,  of  less  national  value ;  so  that, 
at  last,  the  whole  effect  of  voting  for  this  bill 
will  but  l«nd  to  decide  the  choice  of  Congress 
in  favor  of  this  over  many  objects,  some  of 
which  are  destined  inevitably  to  absorb  your 
«nrplns  funds.  If  we,  in  the  South,  will  not 
take  yonr  offered  favor,  others,  less  f^tidion^ 
in  other  sections,  will. 

I  am  not  disposed,  because  the  world  vrill  not 
go  on  precisely  as  I  could  wiah,  to  Gall  out  with 
it,  and  torn  cynic  On  the  contrary,  I  find  it 
to  be  the  easiest  and  the  best  policy,  generally, 
to  oonform  in  some  degree  to  that  uncontrolla- 
ble state  of  things  wbich  I  find  aroond  me. 
I  have  IKI  ides  of  aenying  myself  a  fair  partid- 
natitui  in  the  blesdngs  of  this  Government,  ba- 
VouX^-« 


cause  every  thing  is  not  done  ocoording  to  my 
notions  of  sonnd  policy. and  constitutionality. 
It  would  be  too  much  to  expect  that  my  opin- 
iona  should  rule  in  all  things.  I  can  estimate 
the  reepeot  which  I  owe  to  the  opinions  of 
other  gentiemen,  by  the  respect  which  I  would 
claim  for  my  own. 

Whenever  a  people  become  so  dissatisfied 
with  their  Qovernment  as  to  refuse  to  accept 
its  benefits  when  tendered  to  them,  they  or  theur 
tiovernmeot  must  be  in  gross  error.  IftheOov- 
orument  be  in  such  error,  (a  condition  which  can- 
not be  indaoed  without  oormption,)  it  should  be 
reformed  at  all  hazards.  If  the  peopla,  or  a  part 
of  them,  be  thus  in  error,  the  cure  is  to  be  ex- 
pected from  their  own  sobered  reflections. 

It  has  been  intimated  here,  and  elsewhere, 
that  the  people  are,  in  some  sections  of  the 
country,  in  such  a  state  of  inquietade  as  to  en- 
danger the  Union.  In  relation  to  this  intima- 
tion, I  can  only  speak  for  those  whom  I  know, 
or  think  I  know.  I  cannot  believe  that  there 
is  any  portion  of  the  Virginians,  much  as  I  have 
heard  since  I  came  here  of  the  nullifying  doc- 
trins.  who  meditate  a  dissolution  of  the  Union, 
or  wno  would  not  deprecate  it  as  the  severest 
calamity.  Sir,  I  think  I  know  the  temper  of 
Virginia  upon  this  subject.  I  have  had  many 
opportnnitiea  to  know  it ;  and  I  may  say,  that, 
BO  far  frcHn  harboring  any  wish  adverse  to  the 
Union,  her  sons  wonid  be  among  the  flrst,  if 
danger  threatened,  to  rally  round  its  sacred 
standard.  Nor  can  I  do  my  fellow-citizens  of 
Sonth  Carolina,  to  whom  aUnsion  has  been 
made  in  this  deiiate,  the  ii^ustice  to  believe 
that  her  sons  cherish  any  sncu  design.  It  may 
be  thonght  extravagant,  after  what  we  have 
witnessed  in  the  other  branch  of  CoogresB 
during  the  present  session,  but  I  do  not  hedtate 
to  say  it,  as  my  opinion^  that  the  approach  of 
danger  to  the  Union — the  common  palladium 
of  tteir  hbertiea — wonld  a^u  unite  even  old 
Massachusetts  and  South  Carolina  in  those 
strong  bonds  of  affection  which  held  them  to- 
gether in  the  struggle  for  independuuw. 

Qo  among  the  common  people,  who  form  the 
body  and  strength  of  your  commnni^,  and  I 
shall  be  much  deceived  If  you  do  not  near  an- 
other than  the  language  of  disnnion,  even  in 
the  South.  The  hot-heated  politician  Is  not  at 
all  times  to  be  r^arded  as  affording  fair  indica- 
tions of  the  temper  of  even  the  pe<qils  among 
whom  he  resides.  His  inflammation  is  very 
often  personal,  and  therefore  does  not  threaten. 
imminent  danger  to  the  Union.  Indeed,  I  be- 
lieve much  less  is  meant,  generally,  in  relation 
to  this  subject,  than  the  language  need  would- 
seem  to  import  It  may  be,  and  I  think  socae- 
times  i^  intended  merely  to  deter  from  the- 
prosecution  of  disagreeable  measures. 

Having  made  these  remarks,  I  will  now  en~ 
deavor  to  answer  some  of  the  arguments  used 
by  my  colleague  (Mr.  P.  P.  Babbodb)  for  the- 
purpose  of  showing  that  it  is  inexpedient  to 
make  the  proposed  road.  I  am  sorry  that  this 
geuHeman,  and  that  other  gentleman  ahcnild, 
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on  aeooimt  of  tlieir  opposition  to  it,  b&ve 
Uioa^t  it  neceeBory  U>  onderralne  this  road. 
Sir,  u  wo  are  to  pja  fUi  credit  to  tbeir  argu- 
menta,  we  cooid  not  rwst  the  oonclmion,  tJiat, 
if  thia  road  wouid  not  be  indeed  a  national  evil, 
it  would  be,  at  least,  Dseleas.  Tho  warmth  of 
oppoBition,  1  moBt  think,  has  carried  gentlemen 
too  far.  The  ntilitj  of  this  road  is  not  to  be 
serionalj  denied  by  any  whose  utoatdon  anablee 
them  properly  to  eetjmate  it. 

The  honorable  gentleman  from  North  Oaro- 
lina  (Mr.  Cabson)  has  advanoed  the  opinion 
that  it  will  not  be  even  an  indirect  acoomiDO- 
dation  to  the  people  of  Eentncky.  My  situa- 
tioD  enables  me  to  correct  this  misappreheo- 
mon.  I  lire  diieoUy  npon  the  tracli  along 
which  it  is  proposed  to  construct  this  road; 
and  I  do  know,  that  many  Eentackians  do, 
yearly,  use  this  track,  and  that  great  quantities 
of  stock  are  token  along  it  from  Uiat  Btate  to 
the  interior  of  Virginia,  (uid  sometimes  to  Penn- 
sylvania. 

My  colleagDa  (Mr.  Bakboub)  asked,  will  this 
road  b«  of  any  commercial  advantage  I  It  will 
mn,  (sdd  he,)  a  great  part  of  its  way,  tietween 
the  waters  which  flow  to  the  Bast,  and  the  wa- 
ters which  flow  to  the  West,  crossing  some  of 
them  near  their  head  springs,  at  right  angles : 
and  almost  in  the  ssme  tireath  said,  that  if  the 
road  ran  parallel  with  any  of  these  navigable 
watera,  it  woold  be  still  of  leas  commercial  im- 
portaace.  To  what  does  this  argmnent  amount, 
except  to  this :  that  although  the  road  is  roost 
Jndicioosly  located,  in  raferanoe  to  the  interior 
□avigstioii  of  the  oonntry,  yet  it  is  wholly  ns»- 
lesi.  Who  can  believe  this)  What  oonntry 
was  ever  so  ^taat«d  as  not  to  ftel  the  advan- 
tage of  good  roads.  The  genUeman  here,  as 
Indeed  thronghont,  seems  to  have  been  under 
the  inflaraoe  of  feelings  excited  by  the  warmth 
of  his  opposition. 

The  gentleman  nest  inldmated  that  the  esti- 
mate of  expense  in  the  bill  was  fiu*  too  low ; 
that  the  road  wonld,  more  probably,  cost  ten 
or  twelve  millions  of  dollars,  than  two  and  a 
qnarter  tnillions.    Now,  in  anawer  to  this  re- 


make a  better  road  than  two  and  a  quarter  mil- 
liona,  it  is  equally  true,  that  two  and  a  quarter 
millloae  will  make  a  very  lood  rood.  Again, 
the  enMnditore  of  two  ma  a  quarter  tnilUons 
upon  this  road  will  not,  as  inalDnried,  lay  0cm- 
gresa  imder  any  ohlismon  to  expend  a  Anther 
earn  upon  it  Bat  if  the  pron>erons  state  of 
the  Treasory  hereafter,  oombiung  with  other 
droumstanoes,  should  make  it  expedient.  Con- 
gress may,  in  its  disoretion,  appropriate  addi- 
tional fnnds  to  that  otfject  I  cannot  see  that 
OongresB  may  not,  ss  I  cannot  foresee  that  it 
will  be  wrong  to  do  so,  at  some  future  tune, 
■ar  fiflr  years  hence,  if  yon  ohooie,  oanse  the 
wnole  une  of  this  road  to  be  Uaoadamized. 

Mr.  Sktth  saidj  I  have  had  no  ooncem  what- 
ever in  fbrming  the  bill  now  before  the  com- 
mittee.   I  am  to  vote  npon  it ;  and  I  will  do 


my  duty  to  my  ooostitiients,  the  commonwealth, 
and  the  constitiidon.  I  will  very  briefly  dis- 
CQSS  first,  the  power  dumed  by  this  Govern- 
ment to  make  roads,  and  aaanme  jarisdictuMi 
over  them ;  second,  the  power  to  appropriate 
money  for  the  pnipoee  of  making  roads,  with- 
out assnniing  Jnrisdictlon  over  thein ;  third,  the 
power  to  aid  internal  improTementa,  by  set*- 
scribing  for  the  stock  of  oompaniea  incorporated 
to  make  them ;  fourth,  the  power  to  wprofHi- 
ate  money  in  fulfilment  of  a  compact ;  finh,  tbs 
power  oonfbrred  on  the  Prendent  by  tbe  tall; 
sixth,  the  g^eral  expediency  of  thia  wpropiia- 
tjon ;  seventh,  the  partioQlar  ntility  of  the  road 
proposed  to  be  made. 

The  gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  laAon) 
oontends  that  the  power  to  establish  po«t  rood^ 
conferred  on  Congress  by  the  constitnticn,  is  a 

t lower  to  make  them.  I  contend  that  "  estab- 
ish,"  wherever  used  in  the  constitntioii,  signi- 
fies, to  give  legal  existenoci  or  legal  effect.  The 
people  "  ordun  and  establish  the  consdtation ;" 
one  of  their  ol)}ects  is  declared  to  be  "  to  estab- 
lish Jnstioe;"  Congress  shall  have  power  "to 
establish  a  nniform  rule  of  natDrtJization ; " 
"  the  ratification  of  the  convention  ot  nine 
Stat«e  shall  be  snffldent  for  the  cstablisbmeDt 
of  thia  constitndon."  "Congresa  shall  mate 
no  law  respecting  an  eatahlishment  of  religioD.'' 
In  all  these  cases,  it  is  obvious  that  to  eetablidi 
means  to  ^ve  legal  e&ot,  to  give  legal  exist- 
ence, to  set  np  by  law.  Oongrees  have  pover 
"to  establish  post  offices  and  port  roads." 
Whatever  be  the  meaning  of  establish,  as  it  re- 
lates to  post  offices,  most  be  its  meaning  as  re- 
latee  to  post  roads.  The  esme  word,  used  in 
different  sentences,  may  have  different  mean- 
ings ;  but  the  same  word,  only  once  used  in  tlie 
B«nte  aentenoe,  oaanot  have  different  meenir^ 
Does  power  to  establlah  po^  offices  sigiii^ 
power  to  build,  to  put  up  brick  and  mertsrt 
No,  it  signifies  power  to  give  legal  exiotesce  to 
offioee.  Bo,  power  to  eetabliA  post  roadi,  is 
power  to  designate,  by  law,  tne  roads  on 
which  the  mul  shall  be  oairied ;  and  this  ooa- 
struetion  has  been  acted  on  by  Oougreos  ^liog 
forty  years. 

T^ie  oentleman  from  Tennessee  (Vr.  launs) 
contend  that  Oongrees  have  power  to  regnlate 
commeroe  "among  the  sevmal  States;"  and, 
therefore,  m^  make  loada  for  caRring  on  that 


Bir,  the  power  to  regnlate  oommerce,  si^ 
flea  power  to  pase  laws  controlling  oommerce. 
Iavb  are  regulationa.  B^nlatitna  are  law^ 
"  No  preference  ahall  be  given  by  any  regula- 
tion of  commerce,  or  revenue^  to  the  ports  of 
one  State  over  those  of  another."  The  pom 
given  to  Oongreaa  to  regnlate  commerce  amoag 
the  State^  is  a  power  to  control  it,  and  to  pre- 
vent the  Slate  Xegislatmce  from  bnidenuig  it 
by  doties,  taxes,  or  lioense^  and  so  <»;  by 
which  one  Btate  miKht  cypress  the  inhatntaois 
of  another.  Will  ue  gentleman  from  Tenns*- 
see  contend  that  to  make  a  canoe  is  to  r^olsle 
commeroe  with  the  Indian  tribes?     TiQ  bs 
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oonteud  that  to  bnild  a  ship  is  to  regulate  for- 
ugD  Dommeroe !  If  not,  bow  can  he  ooDtend 
that  to  make  a  road  is  to  revolate  oommeroe 
among  the  BtatMl  Sir,  when  it  altall  be 
proved  thAt  oauoCB,  ships,  and  roads  are  oom- 
merdal  reffnlationa,  otherwise  commercial  laws, 
then  I  will  give  np  this  point. 

Bir,  if  there  is  anj  qnestioQ  respeoting  the 
power  of  Congreaa,  that  hae  been  decided 
Bg^net  the  cltum  of  power,  in  a  waj  that  onght 
to  be  eatiefactorf,  final,  and  ooadosive,  it  is 
this.  We  have  the  authority  of  JefferscMi,  Mad' 
iaou,  and  Monroe,  that  Oongrese  do  not  ponees 
Juriadiction  to  make  roads.  Mr.  Madison  and 
Mr.  Monroe  expressed  their  opinions  in  the 
most  Bolenm  manner,  when  rejeoting  bills  pass- 
ed bj  both  Houses  of  Oongresa,  assnming  this 
power.  The  last  act  of  Mr.  MadiBon's  admiuia- 
tration  was  to  return,  rejected,  a  bill  assnming 
this  power.  Bnt  we  have  not  only  the  anthor- 
itj  of  these  great  names.  This  Honae  has  re- 
peatedly, on  great  debate,  decided  that  Oon- 
gresa  have  not  the  power ;  and  there  is  not  an 
act  in  the  whole  statnCe  book  that  assumes  it. 
In  March,  1818.  after  a  protracted  diaeosBion, 
this  Honse  decided  that  Congress  bad  not  power 
to  constnict  post  roads  and  military  roads,  by 
elghty-fonr  Totes  ag^nst  eighty-two ;  and  that 
Congress  had  not  power  to  constroot  roads  be- 
tween the  States,  d;  ninety-five  votes  against 
seventy-one.  And  when  Mr.  Monroe  had  nega- 
tived the  bill  establishing  toll-gates  on  tiie 
Onmberltnid  road,  and  returned  it  with  bis  ob- 
potions,  on  reoonsideradon,  a  m^ority  of  the 
Honse  Toted  eg^nst  it ;  a  sati^actory  proof 
that  it  had  been  passed  without  due  oonsidera' 
tion. 

Bir,  as  this  power  is  ol^med  by  Implication, 
and  as  in  forty  years  not  one  act  has  been 
passed  that  asserts  it,  this  long  nmuwr  should 
be  taken  as  evidence  that  it  ia  not  contained  in 
the  grant ;  and  we  shonld  now  oonMder  it  as 
settled,  that  Congress  have  not  power  to  enter 
into  a  State,  assume  jurisdiction,  and  oonstmot ' 

I  win  now  consider  the  ol^m  of  power  to 
a{>pn)priate  money  to  the  making  of  roads, 
withoat  assuming  jorisdictdoo.  I  have  not 
fonnd  i\  in  the  constitotion.  But  more  than 
fifty  acts  of  Congress,  passed  during  the  last 
twenty-eight  years,  make  such  appropriations. 
The  ground  on  which  we,  who  oppose  the  oon- 
■tmotion  which  authorizes  such  appropriaUons, 
stood,  is  nearly  beaten  from  under  ns.  The 
States  and  the  people  may  constrae  their  oon- 
stitntion;  and  the  oonstmction  thereof  by 
them,  must  be  conclusive.  The  lonp  ose  of  a 
power  by  Congrees,  by  the  approbation  of  the 
State  Legislatures  and  the  people,  may  sanction 
the  conatraction  of  the  constitution  by  which 
it  is  assumed.  I  wonld  like  to  see  the  opinion 
of  the  State  Legislatures  taken,  to  ascertain  if 
three-fourths  of  them  admit  that  this  power  is 
in  Congress.  The  people,  by  re-electing  those 
who  have  assumed  it,  seem  to  have  given  it 
their  sanction. 


rH.or  B. 

I  will  next  consider  the  power  of  Oongrese 
to  aid  internal  improvements,  by  subscribing 
for  the  stock  of  companies  incorporated  to 
make  them.  I  have  luways  been  of  optnion 
since  I  hod  a  seat  here,  that  Congress  poweseed 
this  power  OS  a  fiscal  operation,  which  might 
be  necessary  if  the  Treasury  was  full.  It  is 
well  known  to  my  coUeagne,  the  late  Chunnon 
of  the  Committee  on  Internal  Improvements, 
(Mr.  Mucin,)  that  snch  has  been  my  opinion. 
If  we  have  a  enrplns  revenue,  it  would  be  in- 
expedient to  have  it  lying  in  the  Treaanry,  or 
in  bonds,  nnprodnctive.  It  must  be  a  qnestinn 
of  expediency,  whether  money  should  be  thns 
invested;  and  I  hold  that  it  will  be  always  inex- 
pedient, when  we  have  a  debt  to  pay,  and  that 
debt  ia  payable.  The  object  of  snob  an  opera- 
tion shonld  be  a  profitable  invesbnent  oi  our 
money.  The  promotiim  of  internal  improve- 
ments wonld  be  an  incidenL  This  power,  doly 
exercieed,  would  give  to  the  Government  com- 
mand of  the  accumulated  surplus  of  its  revenue, 
on  any  emeigenoy  ;  and  it  would  be  very  con- 
venient to  have  fifty  millions  of  prodnotive 
stock  to  dispose  of  at  the  commencement  of  a 
war.  This  power  has  been  exercised,  and  we 
do  poaaesB  stock  to  a  considerable  smonnt.  I 
am  next  to  consider  the  power  of  Congress  to 
appropriate  money  in  (blnlment  of  a  compact 
In  1802,  the  United  States  entered  into  a  com- 
pact with  the  Bute  of  Ohio,  on  admitting  that 
State  into  the  Union,  that  five  per  oenL  of  the 
net  proceeds  of  land  in  that  Btete,  sold  by  Oon- 
Kreea,  shonld  be  applied  to  the  making  of  roads 
from  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Atlantic  to 
and  throQgh  the  said  State,  nnder  the  authority 
of  Oongress,  with  the  consent  of  the  States 
tbrongb  which  the  road  shonld  pass ;  and,  in 
consideration  thereof^  the  State  engaged  to  ex- 
empt from  taxes,  fbr  the  term  of  five  yeora  from 
the  sale  thereof  the  land  to  be  sold  by  Con- 
gress. In  pnrsnanoe  of  this  oompaot  the  Onm- 
berland  road  was  made.  And  here  again  we 
have  the  authority  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  Mr.  Madi- 
son, and  Mr.  Monroe,  who  severally  approved 
the  ^propriations  for  this  purpose. 

Now,  SIT,  you  hare  the  like  compacts  with 
the  States  of  Alabama  and  Mississippi.  That 
with  the  Stete  of  Alabama  provides  that  five 
per  cent,  of  the  net  proceeds  of  lands  within 
the  territory,  "  shall  be  reserved  for  making 
public  roads,  canals,  and  improving  the  naviga- 
tion of  rivers,  of  which  three-filths  shall  be  ap- 
plied to  those  objects,  within  the  stid  State, 
under  the  direction  of  the  legislatore  thereof; 
and  two-fifths  to  the  making  of  a  road  or  roads 
leading  to  the  said  State,  under  the  direction  ot 
Congress."  And,  in  confflderation  thereof  the 
State  of  Alabama  has  engaged  not  to  tax  the 
lands  sold  by  Congress  for  five  years ;  that  the 
lands  of  non-residente  shall  be  taxed  no  higher 
than  that  of  rendents ;  and  that  no  tax  shaD  be 
imposed  on  the  lands  of  the  United  States, 
nere,  then,  we  have  a  valuable  consideration 
fbr  die  money  which  we  shall  appropriate  to 
make  this  road,  leading  to  Alabama  and  Missis- 
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rippi.  V«  owe  a  debt;  w«  have  sn  onqaeB- 
tlonAble  right  to  appropriate  moner  to  pay  it. 
This  appropriatioiL  in  porsnance  of  onr  com- 
pact, is  as  luUy  autborizfid  as  the  amiropnation 
of  flneen  millions  for  the  pnrchaae  of  Loniaiana, 
made  in  fulfilment  of  a  treaty, 

I  will  Deit  consider  the  powers  crantad  to 
tlie  President  by  the  bill.  He  is  anthorized  to 
appoint  commisaionerB,  who  are  to  lay  ont  the 
road ;  he  is  then  to  take  the  necesaary  meaa- 
aresfor  the  oonstmctionof  theroad;  oontracts 
are  to  be  entered  into,  and  releases  obtained 
&om  the  proprietor  of  lands.  No  inrisdicUon 
is  Bsanmeo ;  no  power  is  given  to  take  and  con- 
demn the  laods.  In  adopting  meaanres  for  the 
constniction  of  this  road,  the  President  most 
porsae  the  authority  given  bj  this  bill,  or  have 
reoonrse  to  the  exisUng  laws. 

I  will  now  notice  some  of  the  objections 
made  by  my  eloquent  colleaffae,  (Hr.  P.  P. 
Babboub,)  who  opposed  the  i>ill.  He  wonld 
disaaade  Congress  from  making  this  appropria- 
tion, because  there  are  seven  and  a  naif  mil- 
lions of  imposts  which  might  be  repealed  with- 
out lonching  the  duties  which  protect  domestic 
mannfbctures.  Sir,  many  of  those  dnties  which 
he  would  thns  repeal,  protect  agricultnre ; 
many  of  them  are  paid  by  mannfactDrera,  and 
they  are  the  only  duties  which  are  uot  imposed 
for  their  benefit.  Repeal  those  dntiee,  and  yon 
exempt  the  mannfat^nrera  fhim  all  bnrdena. 
Let  me  caution  Southern  gentlemen  ag^nst  re- 
pealing these  seven  and  a  half  millions  of  du- 
ties. Bnoh  a  measure  wonld  render  the  reduc- 
tion of  the  imposts  which  oppress  their  people 
hopeless.  Let  the  whole  of  the  imposts  be  grad- 
nolly  reduced,  so  as  not  saddenlj  to  affect  any 
interest.  The  manufactories  being  brought 
into  existence  by  protection,  it  onght  not  to  l>e 
Btiddenly  withdrawn. 

My  coUeagne  wonld  not  follow  the  example 
of  France  and  England,  in  making  internal  im- 
provements. The  people  of  those  countries  are 
depressed,  and  many  of  them  panpers.  Bir,  it 
was  not  the  canal  of  Laoguedoc  that  depressed 
the  people  of  France  in  the  reign  of  Lonis  XIV. 
That  great  work  cost  five  hundred  and  forty 
thouaand  pounds,  and  was  finished  in  fifteen 

Sars.  It  was  the  perpetual  wars  of  Iiouis 
.y.,  which,  in  his  latter  days,  were  disastrous. 
It  was  that  despicable  bigotry  which  drove 
five  imndred  thousand  Protestants  from  their 
country,  and  scattered  their  wealth  and  arts 
over  ail  Ohrist^ndom.  It  was  not  the  expense 
of  making  canals  and  roads  that  depressed  the 
people  of  England.  Canals  in  England  are  but 
t  date ;  they  are  made  by  companies 


depresses  the  people.  At  the  end  of  the  year 
1701  it  was  six  millions;  in  1714  it  was  fifty 
millions ;  in  1776  it  was  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  millions ;  in  17S4  it  was  two  hundred  and 
^ty-six  millions;  it  b  now  perb^  a  thon- 
eand  millions.  Thns,  we  see  that  it  was  the 
wan  of  the  Amerioan  tad  French  roTolations 


that  have  Involved  England  in  a  debt  wbich 
can  never  be  paid ;  and  this  depreaaes  her  peo- 

Sle.  Eer  hierarchy  adds  erievDnaly  to  the  onr- 
eo.  The  revenues  of  Ue  i^plsoopal  Church 
in  England  amount  to  about  for^  miOiona  of 
dollars,  paid  to  eigbteen  thousand  priests; 
while  eight  thousand  other  prieeta  receive 
aboat  two  millions  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thoosand  dollars.  It  is  not  the  eniense  of  in- 
ternal improvement  that  has  rednoed  seven 
thousand  of  the  people  of  Dublin  to  live  rat 
three  half-pence  each  day.  In  Ireland,  seven- 
teen hundred  episcopal  priests  receive  five  mil- 
lions seven  hundred  ana  seventy-two  thouaand 
dollars,  extorted  from  agriculture,  while  two 
thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-eight  other 
priests  receive  one  million  and  nxty-one  thoo- 
sand dollars.  There  is  no  danger  that  intenial 
improvementa  will  depress  the  people. 

I  will  say  aomethiag  of  the  general  expedien- 
cy of  this  appropriation.  If  there  is  a  sorplus 
of  revenue  to  expend  in  a  beneficent  way,  it 
should  be  distributed  as  generally  and  as  equally 
as  circomstancea  will  admit.  This  appropria- 
tion will  be  extensively  beneficial ;  seven  great 
States  will  share  in  its  benefits.  This  roaa  will 
extend  tlirough  the  interior  of  the  country, 
where  nothing  has  been  dispensed  for  internal 
improvements,  and  little  for  any  other  of  the 
expenses  of  the  Government  Set  one  point  ot 
a  pair  of  compasses  at  my  rendenoe,  describe  a 
oirole  of  the  diameter  ot  five  huDdred  milee, 
within  that  extent,  not  a  cent  has  been  dis- 
bursed by  this  Government  for  any  work  or 
improvement ;  not  a  salary  Is  jjaid  witlun  my 
knowledge,  and  no  compensation,  except  to 
members  of  Congress,  mail  contractoTA,  post- 
mastery  Jurors,  and  for  taking  thecensns.  Yooi 
eipeuditures  for  the  army,  navy,  fortifications, 
and  collection  of  revenue,  are  on  the  seaboard, 
in  the  cities,  or  on  the  frontier.  The  interior 
suffers  by  a  perpetual  drtun  of  its  money,  ncaie  of 
which  is  restored  by  the  Government.  The 
prevailing  policy  is  to  have  a  ravenne  above 
the  amount  of  the  neceaBai7  expensea  of  the 
OovemmenL  I  did  not  sanctirai  thiapcdicy; 
bn  t,  as  it  is  adopted,  as  the  system  is  fixed  upon 
ns,  let  a  small  part  of  the  surplus  be  expended, 
according  to  onr  compact  with  the  Sonthwut- 
em  States,  in  the  district  of  my  oolleagae,  and 
of  mine, 

I  am  to  say  something  of  the  particular  utility 
of  the  rood  proposed  to  be  made,  Ify  oolleagne 
(Ur.  Barbodb)  supposed  it  of  no  conunercial 
utility.  Commerce,  he  Bays,  goea  from  Veet 
to  East.  He  has  never  been  in  the  southwest 
qnarter  of  Vir^nia,  and  knows  nothing  <tf  the 
direction  of  the  commerce  of  that  p*rt  of  the 
country.  The  commerce  of  East  Tennessea  and 
Sonthwest  Virginia  does  not  go  to  the  East 
The  merehants  obtain  thdr  merchandise  from 
Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  New  York,  lb* 
caravans  of  wagons  which  carry  on  merchaa- 
dising  between  Enoxville  and  Baltimorv,  now 
pnrsDe  the  proposed  rout«  three  hundred  and 
fifty  miles ;  and,  when  the  road  is  made^  titer 
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nuj  pass  throngb  this  place,  or  oontinne 
through  Winchester,  aa  at  preaeot  It  ia  true, 
that,  eastward  of  the  Blue  ridge,  in  Virginia, 
commerce  goes  to  the  East;  therefore  the  mid- 
dle route,  on  the  east  side  of  the  Blae  lidge, 
would  be  nseleea  for  oommeroial  porpoeea,  ex 
cept  that  some  hogihesds  of  tobacco,  witjjii 
thirty  or  fort;  miles  of  Jaroea  River,  or  Roan- 
oke, might  be  carried  along  the  proposed  road, 
if  made  on  that  route,  to  those  rirers.  The 
commerce  of  the  interior  and  western  porta  of 
North  Carolina  passes  eastward  to  her  own 
towna,  or  to  Norfolk  and  Peterabniv.  The 
most  eastern  ronte  throngh  the  oapiti&  of  the 
SootherD  States  will  oaiy  facilitate  govem- 
mental  and  commercial  oorrespondenoe.  On 
the  western  route,  the  cotton  of  Alabama  and 
the  Bonth  of  Tenneaaee  ma;  be  brought  to,  and 
manufactured  m,  the  towns  of  the  great  val- 
ley as  &r  as  Winchester,  and  will  pass  fonr 
bnndrad  miles  along  the  proposed  road.  The 
engineers  have  given  this  ronte  a  decided  pref< 
erence ;  they  show  it  to  be  the  best  and  the 
cheapest ;  it  will  require  less  expense  in  canse- 
ways  and  bridges ;  and  the  exipense  of  making 
the  road  from  uiis  place  to  New  Orleans,  should 
it  be  Uacadsmized,  would  cost  according  to 
their  estimat«,  more  than  a  million  of  dollars 
leas  than  mating  it  on  the  middle  roate,  advo- 
cated by  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina, 
(Mr.  OtBBOir.) 

The  enfineers  do  not  eeem  to  have  observed 
the  fact,^at  Jamea  River  is  navigable  where 
tiie  western  route  posses  that  stream.  There 
will  terminate  the  trip  of  wagons  bringing  from 
tite  Southwest  produce  for  the  Richmond  mar- 
ket. To  the  other  recommendations  of  the 
weetem  route,  I  will  add,  that  the  acoommoda' 
tjotia  for  travellers,  along  the  great  valley,  from 
Knozville  to  Winchester,  abont  four  hundred 
and  fifty  miles,  are,  in  my  opinion,  not  equalled, 
in  gooODeas  and  cheapness,  on  hny_  road,  of  the 
same  lewth,  in  the  world.  Sir,  the  road 
through  ^e  sonthweet  of  Yit^pida  ia  an  exceed- 
ing important  highway.  It  was  formerly  the 
nsnal  road  to  Kentnoky ;  but  the  malriTig  of  the 
Cumberland  road,  and  the  Eenhawa  road,  has 
lessened  ile  importance.  It  is  still  necessary  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Bontli  of  Kentucky,  as 
the  gentleman  heioee  me  (Mr.  Lxromta)  well 
knows.  They  send  along  it  to  market  vast 
nnmb«m  of  bve  stock,  to  the  northern  parts  of 
Tirrinia,  to  Maryland,  and  even  to  Pennsyl- 

The  gentleman  from  ITorth  Carolina  (Mr.  0.) 
aaka  if  this  road  can  ever  compete  with  the 
Miadsaippi.  Sir,  the  MiasiErippi  does  not  nm 
near  as ;  and  if  our  bronohea  of  that  river  were 
navigable.  New  Orleans  never  can  compete 
with  Baltimore  in  supplying  na  with  merchan- 
dise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sekpasd,  the  oommittee 
Uien  roae,  and  reported  progrMB. 


Mono  AT,  March  29. 
Pay  of  MambtT*. 

The  Honse  again  resumed  the  conrideration 
of  the  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  MoDnrns  on 
the  18th  instant,  relative  to  a  reduction  of  the 
compensation  of  members,  in  case  they  remain 
in  sesuott  after  a  certain  period  in  each  sesdon, 
as  specified  therein. 

Mr,  OoDLTBH  Bwd ;  I  would  not  of  my  free 
choice  say  any  thing  concerning  the  proposition 
now  before  the  House.  I  am  mdaced  to  do  so 
solely  by  the  accidental  cironmstance  of  my  be- 
longing to  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment, 
whose  especial  dnty,  it  seems  to  be  conddered, 
ia  to  aid  and  abet  every  gentleman  in  cutting 
down  and  breaking  np  every  part  of  the  ma- 
chinery of  this  Government  which  does  not 
meet  with  his  approbation.  As  I  cannot,  in 
this  instance,  labor  \a  the  vocation  which  has 
been  assigned  to  me,  it  is  perhaps  due  to  my- 
self, and  only  respectfiil  to  the  Hoose,  to  state 
my  reasons.  If  nowover,  this  resolution  had 
been  offered,  as  some  have  been,  and  I  snppose 
will  be  Bgain,  by  gentlemen  who  love  to  omnse 
tlieir  constituents,  I  should  not  have  touched  it. 
It  might  have  come  npon  the  stage,  made  its 
bow,  and  exit,  and  went  off,  like  its  predeoes- 
Bore  and  associates,  in  a  flourish.  Unt  it  comes 
npon  OB  nrged  and  snstuned  by  a  gentleman  of 
hi^h  political  consideration,  who  is  likely  to 
wm  for  it  much  favor,  here  and  in  the  nation. 
It  is  meet,  therefore,  that  it  should  be  consid- 
ered with  the  gravity  and  respect  dne  to  the 
gentieman  from  SonUi  Carolina,  (Mr.  MoDcr- 
iTB.)  I  regret  that  those  who  now  give  this 
proposition  their  patronage,  had  not  bronght  it 
forward  at  an  earlier  period  of  the  session,  es- 
pecially as  a  most  appropriate  occsaion  waa 
then  KSbrded  them  for  presenting  it  to  the 
House.  It  will  be  recollected  that  one  bill, 
concerning  the  compensation  of  members  of 
Congress,  passed  this  House  abont  the  last  of 
December.  In  that  bill  the  proposition  now 
under  consideration  was  once  contained.  But 
a  m^ority  of  the  Committee  on  Retrenchment 
of  this  year  divested  the  bill  of  what  ttiey  con- 
sidered an  nnjust  and  odious  feature.  Yet, 
when  it  was  nndergoing  the  action  of  the 
Hoose,  it  was  competent  for  the  gentleman 
from  Booth  Oarolina,  or  the  Chairman  of  the 
Retrenchment  Committee,  (Mr,  Wiokuvfe,)  to 
have  offered  an  amendment,  embracing  this 
their  favorite  proposition.  Business  had  not 
then  thickened  npon  the  Hoase,  and  time, 
which,  it  is  now  said,  was  then  wast«d.  might 
have  been  employed  In  considering  wnat  we 
are  now  discossing.  If  it  had  then  been  acted 
npon,  it  might,  by  operating  on  onr  avarice, 
have  produced  some  of  the  good  with  which 
tiie  gentleman  from  South  Carolina  feeds  his 
fonoy.  Now  it  is  too  late  for  this  Congress,  at 
all  events.  But  at  that  time  we  heard  nothing 
of  this  proposition.  No,  not  even  from  the 
Magnns  Apollo  of  retrenchment.     A  propou- 
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tion  in  relation  to  ihe  AtXij  pAj  of  membera, 
whioh  the  gentieman  from  Eentack;r  0^> 
OaiLTOir)  did  tlien  offer  aa  au  ameDdment,  re- 
eeived  eo  Uttle  countenance  or  enooaragemenL 
that  the  Honse  refuted  to  order  the  jeu  and 
nays  npon  its  rejection.  I  think  the  House  did 
w'iBuly  and  well.  It  is  oertainlj'  a  delicate  aStir 
for  this  or  ao7  oUier  le^palatiTe  bodj  to  a^tate 
the  qnestion  of  its  oim  oompenaation.  The 
necessity  of  the  case  oonstitnt^  it  an  exception 
from  the  general  mle,  which  forbids  pnbUo 
fnnotionariee  to  be  the  judges  of  their  ovd  aal- 
aries.  It  has  been  judged  safer,  in  all  free 
conntries,  to  vest  this  power  in  the  l^cislatore, 
though  interested,  than  in  anj  other  department. 
But  the  dellcacj  of  their  position  oogbt  to  make 
them  cantiona  in  their  movements.  If  thej  at- 
tempt to  inoreaae  their  allowance,  tt  will  b«  as- 
cHlwd  to  love  of  gain.  If  ther  attempt  to  re- 
duce it^  ten  to  one  if  thej-  either  get  or  deeerve 
credit  for  patriotism  or  ainoeritj,  Thej  will 
moat  probably  be  charged  with  the  grovelUng 
deaign  of  purcbanng  popnlaritf,  hj  ralinqoish- 
ing  a  modionm  c^  war  paj,  wiUiont  deeerring 
it  Dj  merit.  The  best  waj,  therefore,  seems  to 
be,  for  a  st^^eman  to  leave  the  matter  as  he 
finds  it,  nntil  the  people  oomplain.  They  know 
bow  we  stand ;  and  if  we  are  entitled  bj  law 
to  more  than  we  deserve,  tiiey  will  demand 
that  we  shall  set  the  matter  right  I  have 
heard  of  no  voice  of  complunt  amoog  them. 
Their  minds  are  tranqoil,  and  have  settied  down 
for  many  yeu^with  contentment  npon  the  praa-. 
ent  rate  of  compensation.  Thej  know  th^  we 
are  the  nearest  power  of  the  Government  to 
themselves — the  representativea  of  their  wis- 
dom, their  virtne,  tneir  feelings,  and  their  pa- 
triotism— and  they  have  not  demanded  of  ns  to 
ont  down  our  compensation  below  that  of  clerks 
in  thepnbhoofBoes;  nay.evenbelowthatof  the 
hnmhlest  measenger  employed  about  this  ball. 
Under  these  oircnmstanoes,  I  ri^et  that  this 
measure  has  l>een  brought  forwtml  at  a  period 
of  the  sessioQ  when  it  can  produce  no  practical 
reealt,  except  that  of  displacing  imsiness  welt 
matured,  and  delaying  the  action  of  the  Honse 
npon  measnres,  the  progress  of  which  the  pub- 
lic eye  is  watching,  and  in  relation  to  the  fate 
of  which  the  public  feeling  is  now  enga^^. 
Sir,  it  appears  to  me  that  an  economist  of  tune 
could  hardly  have  been  less  fortunate  in  the 
•eleotion  of  an  occasion  or  a  mode  at  doing 
public  service.  The  question  of  compeoMtioa, 
AS  preeented  in  the  resolution,  comes  in  a  form 
as  noxious  and  offensive  as  could  possibly  have 
been  ^ven  to  it  So  fhr  as  my  recollection 
ranges  over  the  history  of  representative  gov- 
ernments and  deliberate  assemblies,  whether  In 
free  or  monarchical  conntries,  I  can  bring  to 
mind  DO  example  or  precedent;  no  proceeding 
that  bears  any  likeneas  or  parallel  to  tliis.  It 
has  at  least  one  merit,  tlist  of  ori^nality  of  in- 
veotion.  Of  what  character  is  it  t  Is  its  ob- 
ject to  ptodnoe  deeds  of  patriotism,  of  honor- 
to  advance  the  interests  and  extend  the  renown 
of  onr  oountry,  by  sfipeating  to  onr  nobltf  feel- 
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ingst  No — but  by  addressing  itaelf  to  the  bsst 
and  sordid  passions — to  those  feelings  vbid 
aotnate  the  most  degraded  and  worst  at  mn- 
kind.  Looking  to  tiie  ancient  repnUioL  w< 
find  that  they,  when  they  wished  to  didt  dstdi 
wortiiy  of  a  free  people^  addresaed  UiemulvH 
to  the  higher  feelinga,  to  the  patriotixa,  the 
love  of  conntty— the  honor  and  inttfritr  of 
their  public  f^ndionariee.  That  ia  the  mooa  in 
which  I  should  like  to  aee  the  lagging  integritj, 
the  slow  attention,  the  wandwing  uonghti^  of 
this  assembly,  V  snob  things  be  i^ged  into  <«>- 
centration  and  quickened  into  action.  We  ban 
fallen  on  evil  times  indeed^  if  onr  boaouis  cu 
respond  to  nothing  but  such  a  call  as  this.  We 
have  experienced  a  rapid  and  premature  denj, 
it,  at  the  end  of  fifty  years  after  the  declarstko 
of  independence  and  before  the  last,  lingering, 
and  almost  hallowed  footeteps  of  one  of  tbosa 
who  proclejmed  it,  have  left  the  earth,  we 
have  so  lost  its  spirit;  become  eo  degeDenta  n 
purpose,  as  to  be  urged  to  dnt;  and  htnor  bj 
no  other  incentive  than  a  small  pecnniaiy  pen- 
alty hanging  over  our  beadal  Bii^  we  art  le- 
qnired  to  perform  an  nadefioed  and  nnde&utris 
amount  and  extent  of  l^slation,  to  providt  for 
the  intereeta,  wanta,  ana  exigencdes  of  twclTC 
millions  of  people,  and  a  vast  extent  of  cohdItt, 
in  a  spe<nfled  time,  or  Im  fined  f<x  it.  EdoyI- 
edge  and  wisdom  are  thos  to  be  measured  bj 
hoars,  and  patriotism  by  dollars.  The  iron  bed 
of  Procrustes  !b  the  only  thing  I  know,  to  which 
the  resolution  bears  a  resemblance. 

The  reproach  which  the  reeolutitm  conteji, 
(not  designed,  I  am  snre^  by  the  gentlemsD  who 
offered  it,)  may  be  correct  or  not  I  will  n* 
nndertake  to  say  that  the  m^ority  of  gentlt- 
men  on  this  floor  are  induced  to  waste  the  tioe, 
and  len^hen  out  the  setaton,  fbr  the  pnipoM 
of  receiving  their  per  diem  aUowance.  Ti*n 
are  many  membera,  of  whose  oharaoter,  rtand- 
ing,  and  virtue,  I  am  nnaoqnainted,  (the  g» 
tleman  from  South  Oarolina  has  more  s;^ 
rienoe  than  I  have,)  but  there  are  many  with 
whom  I  am  acquainted ;  of  these  last  I  csn  nj 
with  confidence,  and  candor,  tiiat  they  an  not 
influenced  by  mercenary  motives,  and  that 
while  they  remain  here  Iher  are  infloeneed  to 
a  sense  of  public  doty,  and  eoatain  an  actnil 
pwnniary  loss.  But  to  them  moneiy  ia  not  tte 
primary  motive  to  action.  Other  and  ntwt  ex- 
alted motives  Mtnate  them.  To  them,  absaM 
from  kind  friends,  from  tbdr  aeooitomed  mw^ 
from  the  domestic  hearth,  which  I  trust  viae$ 
home  to  the  bosoms  of  all  who  are  fnlm^ 
with  a  eeat  on  this  floor.  Is  snffioientiy  p^nAd 
— Spring  returns,  but  not  to  them  retani  A 
accustomed  joys— daily  and  houriytiwy  ■>*'*' 
called  to  the  scenes  of  their  home— thdr  bttfH 
yearn  after  their  wives,  children,  and  friend^ 
bnt  public  duty,  their  obligationt  to  thelT  oca- 
stituents,  keep  them  here.  When  they  '^ 
accepted  the  honor  oonferred  on  them,  wj 
will  remun  here  so  long  as  duty  regnires  twm. 
To  such  men  this  reeolntion  only  offers  infsit— 
it  is  addressed  to  them  in  vain.    BatitsMM 
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to  be  oddresHed  to  men  of  different  mould,  with 
whom  it  may  be  gappoaed  the  geatleman  from 
Soath  Oarolina  baa  ''  soonded  the  depths  and 
ahoala  of  honor;"  and  I  Toold  ask  the  gentle- 
num  vhetber  even  as  to  them  it  is  not  bottomed 
on  ft  wrong  estimate  of  hmnan  nature.  Upon 
the  principle  of  the  reeolutioa  the/  are  Belnali. 
They  heye  no  caw  for,  and  pay  no  regard  to, 
the  pnblio  interest.  Their  feelings  and  passions 
are  absorbed  in  speechifying,  as  the  word  KOea. 
for  their  own  aggraodizeroonL  They  wiS,  of 
ooorse,  go  on  in.  their  nsnal  coarse  tmtil  the 
period  when  the  ei^ht  dollars  per  diem  shall 
cease,  and,  after  havmg  picked  np  the  cmmbs 
ftnd  offal  of  every  delwte,  to  mAXe  themselves 
notorious,  will  go  home  at  the  end  of  the  four 
months,  and  leave  the  pnblio  bosiitesB  nndone. 
The  old  ada^,  that  "  jovl  cannot  bring  blood 
oat  of  a  tomip,"  is  too  tme  to  be  overtnmed 
by  this  resolution.  I  do  not  wish  to  be  nsder- 
stood  as  believing  that  this  Is  the  tme  character 
ti  this  Honae,  or  any  very  large  portion  of  it. 
I  believe  the  membws  generally  to  be  aotnated 
by  as  high  and  honorable  motives  as  any  former 
Oongress.  It  is  not  reqnbute  I  should,  in  can- 
dor, saj  that  they  possess  the  same  amount  of 
talent.  I  know  that  in  this  aeesion,  as  in  all 
former  ones,  time  has  been  consnmed  in  what 
has  been  otun  called  frivolons  debate,  but  still 
I  am  satisfied,  from  the  information  of  those 
■officiently  qualified  to  know,  from  correct  and 
official  sources,  that  we  are  not  behind  any  pre- 
ceding Oongress  in  the  amount  of  business 
■otnyiy  done,  and  that  we  are  mnch  ahead  of 
them  in  important  national  affairs,  well  matured 
'by  our  committees,  and  now  awaiting  the 
action  of  the  House.  In  addition  to  this,  it 
ought  to  be  recollected,  by  experienced  gentle- 
men, that  we  have  bad  three  contested  eleo- 
tiona,  each  of  which  was  the  snbjeot  of  warm 
excitement  and  debate,  and  which  for  the  time 
entirely  excluded  ordinary  legislatiTe  business. 
I  know  that  many  "  wise  saws  "  have  been  ut- 
tered about  a  debate  of  two  days  on  a  small 
Indian  memorial.  I  do  not  set  myself  up  as  a 
censor  upon  any  gentlemen  who  may  think 

S roper  to  enter  a  debate  upon  any  question  be- 
ire  this  Honso.  They  are  all  of  age,  and  act 
Upon  their  reeponubility  to  their  oonstitnents, 
■nd  are  amenable  to  ^e  high  bar  of  public 
taste.  But  as  I  did  not  enter  into  that  debate, 
and  have  been  generally  "  a  looker  on  in  Ve- 
rona," I  may  be  permitted  to  say  that  it  in- 
volved an  important  prindple.  It  ought  to  be 
Bupposed  that  gentlemen  &om  various  qnarteta 
of  uiis  Union,  meeting  together  here,  somewhat 
■tranj^ers,  debate  from  mntnal  and  public  in- 
■buction.  For  my  part,  I  listen  with  pleasure 
and  delight  to  the  effusions  of  genius,  talent, 
and  experience,  on  any  subject,  and  bear  with 
patience  its  concomitant  evU,  garrulity  without 
wisdom.  The  pnblio  never  sud  that  the  time 
•0  consumed  was  wasted,  until  some  gentlemen 
here,  perhaps  with  a  view  of  building  np  their 
own  reputation  at  the  expense  of  others,  made 
some  stir  about  It    If  we  could  all  see  our- 
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■elvea  aa  others  see  na,  it  might,  perhaps,  be 
considered  that  the  best  ws?  to  build  up  a  rep- 
utation for  bn^ess  habits,  is  to  attend  dili- 
gently to  the  matters  before  as,  withont  mak- 
ing a  parade  about  it  A  close  mouth  is  not 
only  the  sirai  but  often  the  very  perfection  of 
wisdom.  The  discussions  of  the  early  part  of 
this  seedon  may  have  led  to  no  practical  meas- 
nre,  still  they  may  have  awakened  public  atten- 
tion, and  sharpened  public  inquiry.  I  believe 
there  is  no  vfduable  institution  in  this  world 
without  some  alloy ;  assembled  here  tiom  the 
different  sections  of  a  mighty  empire — the  rep- 
resentatives of  a  free  and  intelligent  people — 
overlooking  the  multitni^oas  interests  of  this 
great  republic — exercidng  tbe  right  of  free  dis- 
cussion— that  great  and  glorious  right — can  we 
expect  to  have  it  without  some  alloy !  It  is 
impossible — discn^on  would  not  be  valuable 
if  It  were  so  controlled  as  to  exempt  it  from 
being  abused.  We  cannot  have  that  bean  ideal 
LD  legislative  proceedings  which  gentlemen 
seem  to  desire,  and  we  should  be  careful  lest, 
in  attempting  to  take  away  wiiat  may  seem  ob- 
jectionable in  debate,  we  do  not  destroy  the 
value  of  the  right  of  discussion  altogether. 

The  resolution  is  fonnded  upon  an  assumed 
fhot,  the  contrary  of  which  is  proved  by  ex- 
perience. It  would  doubtless  be  a  wise  meas- 
ure, if  it  was  satisfactorily  established,  that 
the  legislative  basineas  could  be  transacted  in 
four  months.  If  not,  tiie  resolution  ought  to 
be  abandoned.  How  are  we  to  ascert^  that 
the  busineBs  can  be  done  in  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days,  not  only  now,  but  in  futore  time  } 
Arc  we  to  resort  to  experience,  the  sure  guide 
which  statesmen  ou^ht  always  to  follow,  or 
draw  upon  our  imagmations  t  We  must  con- 
sult the  records  of  our  country,  and  they  will 
admonish  us  that  it  is  a  gratuitoas  supposition, 
a  mero  fancy,  to  say  that  onr  business  can  be 
transacted  in  four  months.  I  have  looked  at 
tbe  sessions  of  Congress  from  the  commence- 
ment of  the  Gkivemment,  and  I  find  that,  at 
no  period,  has  the  first  session  of  any  Oongress 
been  lees  than  five  months,  not  even  when  the 
popnlation  of  the  oonntry  did  not  mnch  exceed 
ttiree  millions  of  souls ;  at  times,  too,  when 
men  of  the  purest  patriotism  and  most  ^stin- 
guished  talents  appeared  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation ;  men  whose  bright  esontcheona  were 
never  stuned  with  the  imputation  of  eking  out 
a  seasion  for  tbe  love  of  their  per  diem  aQow- 
anoe.  The  first  Oongress  sat,  m  the  two  years, 
five  hundred  and  nineteen  days.  I  admit,  tliat 
putting  the  new  machinery  into  operation  re- 
quired more  than  ordinary  time ;  but  in  tbe 
years  'S8  and  'M,  when  the  whole  machinery 
of  Government  was  in  harmonious  operation, 
Oongress  sat  three  hundred  and  eleven  days ; 
in  '69  and  1600,  it  sat  two  hundred  and  seventy- 
two  days.  At  that  period  tbe  population  was 
five  millions  three  hnndred  and  nineteen  thon- 
sond  and  thirteen  souls,  leas  than  one-balf  of 
onr  present  population,  and  the  great  States  in 
the  valley  oi  uie  MissiaBippi  have  since  grown 
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up,  as  if  hj  ma^o,  d^miiis  the  paternal  care 
of  this  Legislature.  But  i  have  tanied  to  aa- 
other .  period  of  oat  historj,  in  the  hope  that 
its  example  would  be  more  prevaleot  here. 
Mr.  Jefierson  came  into  power  Dpon  the  basia  of 
eeonomj  and  reform,  and  I  beueve  he  had  a 


aii;r  OoEgresa,  daring  that  administration,  was 
brought  to  a  oloee  in  leas  than  five  months. 
The  first  eeesion  of  bis  admiuistratdon  lasted 
one  hnndred  and  forty-eight  days,  and  the 
seooDd  eighty-eight.  Supposing,  boweTor,  to 
hnmor  the  fashion  of  the  times,  that  they  bad 
some  tronble  in  clearing  away  the  mbbi^  left 
by  General  Waahinffton,  and  Ur.  Adams,  in  the 
first  Oongreaa,  yet  the  second  Coogreas  of  that 
administration,  influenced  by  the  strictest  econ- 
omy, oondncted  by  the  purest  republicans,  aat 
two  hundred  and  eighty-two  days.  Is  it  to 
be  expected  that  this  Oonsresa,  legislating  for 
more  than  double  the  number  of  people,  cover- 
ing a  much  wider  extent  of  temtory,  and  em- 
bracing B\x  additional  States  with  teas  of  polite 
ical  experience  and  wisdom,  can  do  the  busi- 
ness in  two-thirda  the  time  1  The  gentleman 
from  South  Carolina  would  task  na  too  hard, 
he  would  fix  a  badge  of  disgrace  upon  os,  un- 
less we  far  sorpaes  the  Roger  Shermans,  the 
Albert  Oatlatina,  the  James  Uadisons,  of  other 
days.  Sir,  it  may  do  rery  well  for  the  gentle- 
man from  South  Oarolina,  but  it  will  not  do  for 
me,  Bnt,  if  we  cannot  trust  the  National  Leg- 
islature of  primitive  times  for  an  example,  let 
UB  look  to  the  State  Legislatnrea.  There  the 
members  stand  in  close  affinity  and  contact 
with  the  people^  onder  the  eye  of  their  caa.- 
Btituenta ;  yet  it  will  be  found  that  they  con- 
sume as  muoh  and  more  time  than  we  do^  mak- 
ing allowances  for  tlie  differeoce  of  ou^om- 
stances  under  which  we  operate,  and  the  mag- 
nitude and  TarieCy  of  interests  for  which  we 
provide.  I  speak  with  knowledge  of  the  State 
n-om  which  I  have  the  honor  to  come.  The 
L^islature  of  that  State  met  one  montb  l)efore 
Cougreas,  and  has  not  yet  adjourned.  If  the 
members  have  done  wiselyi  they  will  bear,  when 
they  return  home,  the  words  "  well  done  from 
their  constitnenta ;  because  that  people  look  more 
to  the  worthiness  and  value  of  legislation,  than 
to  the  ordinary  time  expended  in  maturing  it 
I  think,  then,  I  may  safely  say,  deriving  my  in- 
fonnation  from  that  great  source  of  political 
knowledge,  eroerieooe,  and  we  should  always 
purene  our  path  into  fritnritj  by  the  light  which 
beams  ftwm  the  past— looking  to  this  authority, 
I  may  safely  say  that  the  resolution  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Oarolina  b  bottomed  upon 
a  presumed  fact^  the  converse  of  which  is  estab- 
lished by  experience.  Shall  we,  then,  who  are 
intrnated  with  the  oonoerna  of  a  great  nation, 
be  ^ded  by  experience,  or  follow  the  Im- 
agimngs  of  the  gentleman  1  I  choose  to  follow 
in  the  path  of  those  wise  and  patiiotio  men  of 
our  early  days,  with  whom  the  spirit  of  the 
revolution  abided,  who  were  honored  in  their 
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livea,  and,  in  th«r  deaths,  were  embalmed  in 
the  recoUectiona  of  our  people. 

Ifr.  EvxaBTT  expreased  hmiaelf  as  friendly  to 
the  object  of  the  resolutioD,  so  far  as  regarded 
an  abridgment  of  the  seerions.  bat  not  diepoaed 
to  employ  the  means  which  the  reeolntion  p 
posed  to  attun  this  ol^ect.  He 
amend  the  resolution,  so  as  to  limit  ei 
to  a  fixed  term,  which,  he  thought,  would  ob- 
viate the  objections  which  had  been  urged 
against  the  resolution  in  debate,  and  anggcrtcd 
to  him  by  many  of  his  friends. 

Mr.  Stanbkrby  said  that  he  did  not  lika  tha 
reaolntion,  and  he  lamented  that  it  came  before 
the  House  from  ao  respectable  a  aouroe.  It 
proceeded  upon  the  ropporition  that  a  majoiity 
of  the  members  of  thia  Eouae  procrastinate  tba 
seedon,  for  the  purpose  of  inoreaung  their  own 
compensation.  If  gentlemen  can  persuade  tb» 
people  to  believe  this,  it  will  have  a  mtnifert 
tendency  to  bring  ns  hito  contempt  and  dive- 
pote  with  them,  and  prepare  their  minds  for 
certain  irregular  movementa  aoMnst  this  Uoioti, 
with  wbioh  we  have  been  threatened.  Tie 
truth  cannot  be  disguised,  that  tbepeopls  have 
a  deep-rooted  attaohment  for  the  Union.  Ttat 
attachment  is  muoh  stronger  than  a  ceitiia 
elaaa  of  politicians  among  ns  perhaps  may  wish. 
Not  eSl  our  measures  for  the  protection  of  the 
indoatry  of  the  conntry,  and  for  ita  intenisl 
improvement,  complained  of  aa  so  oppreMve 
by  some,  will,  I  am  persuaded,  have  the  effeet 
of  stimulatiug  the  people  in  an;  quarter  to  Bio^ 
tion  any  of  the  irregular  movements  to  which  I 
have  alluded.  Those  who  may  wish  to  prepare 
the  minds  of  the  people  to  look  with  approhi- 
tion  on  any  meaanres  of  thia  kind,  have  yet  a 
great  work  to  perform.  They  must  first  bring 
this  Government  into  contempt :  nothing  wonU 
so  effectually  do  thia  aa  the  paasage  of  thia  reM»- 
lution,  whitdi  would  proclmm  to  the  world  tb«I 
we,  the  Oongreaa  of  the  United  States,  tbe  im- 
mediate repreeentativea  of  this  great  people,  in 
public  roboers. 

But,  sir,  it  is  not  true  that  this  Hoose,  er 
any  conaiderable  portion  of  ite  members,  denra 
to  remain  here  without  performing  any  palto 
service,  for  the  mere  puipoee  of  entitling  tJiwi- 
selves  to  their  pay ;  neither  am  I  prepared  to 
admit  that  this  Oongress  has  been  less  iadiubi- 
OUB  or  leas  patriotic  than  any  which  have  gou 
before  us.  An  immense  mass  of  busineas  bu 
been  prepared  by  our  committees,  and  is  do* 
ready  for  the  action  of  the  House.  The  ?•>■ 
aage  of  many  of  the  meaanres  before  as,  fv 
tbe  internal  improvement  of  the  oonotry,  and 
which  the  state  of  our  finances  can  at  pnaent 
so  well  afford,  and  the  passage  of  the  Ml  on 
our  teble  for  the  enforcement  of  the  Iw" 
already  in  being  for  the  protection  of  the  wi>^ 
len  manufactures,  are,  I  believe,  loodly  ™™ 
for  by  a  large  m^ority  of  the  people;  ana  if  i' 
be  one  object  of  this  resolution  to  ^*''*'',*f5 
any  of  these  meaanres,  by  depriving  ua  ofKiE- 
cient  time  to  act  upon  them,  it  only  tSaroi  M 
additional  reason  for  my  oppoation  f  '' 
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it  were  in  mj  power  to  go  any  flirtber  ttum  to 
Tote  agunst  the  resolation,  I  wonld  vote  it  a 
Ubel  on  the  House. 

Hr.  ICcBcvFiB  replied  to  Hr.  S.  wiUi  eqaal 
warmth,  and  vindicated  his  resolntioD  against 
the  objectiooB  nrged  bj  otliers, 

Mr.  BooTT  aaid  tliat,  wore  it  not  for  th«  im- 
posing appeartmce  which  tbe  resolntion  now 
imder  coosiderfttion  presented  to  the  view  of 
tbe  pnblic,  he  woald  have  rested  perfectljr  satla- 
fied  (as  he  had  heretofore  done  on  other  occa- 
rions)  with  giHng  &  Bi!ent  vote.  And  now  I 
repat,  said  Mr.  8.,  that  I  have  to  differ  in 
opinion  with  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Oaro- 
linA,  who  offered  it,  beaaoBe  I  believe  his  mo- 
tires  were  pure,  and  that  his  oalj  object  was 
to  fiuilitate  the  basiness  of  Congress ;  and  T 
BOW  disavow  the  most  distant  intention  of 
Sttribntina  anj[  improper  motives  to  bim.  Bat 
I  fee!  weU  satisfled  that  the  uitrodnction  of  a 

Erindple,  sncb  as  is  comprehended  in  ttte  reso- 
ition,  would  have  a  tendency  virtaally  to  de- 
stroy one,  the  most  valnabla  co-ordinato  branch 
of  our  repablican  Government.  I  mean  the 
r^resentative  branch,  which  is  at  all  times  nn- 
der  the  immediate  control  of  the  people,  and 
ought  to  be  &ee  and  unrestricted  w  its  deiib- 
erationa.  In  my  hnmble  opinion,  it  wonld  be 
impradent,  impolitio,  and  ni\jn«t  in  ns,  wbo  sit 
here  in  the  time  of  peace  and  proroerity^  to 
limit  the  aesaiona  to  a  certain  period  of  time, 
when  we  know  not  the  day  that  tronbles  and 
misfortunes  may  befall  ns.  Yes,  sir,  there  is  a 
possibility,  thongh,  I  grant,  not  a  probability, 
that,  previons  to  the  end  of  out  present  sea- 
BOD,  an  indignity  may  be  offered  to  onr  flag 
npon  the  ocean,  whioh  might  render  it  abso- 
Inteiy  necessary  for  the  present  Ooogress  to 
take  the  matter  under  their  most  serions  con- 
^deration.  I  hope  a  kind  Providence  may 
avert  any  such  evil,  as  no  one  wonld  deplore  it 
more  than  myself.  Bat  this  and  many  other 
eircnmstanoee  may  ooonr  in  fotnre,  which  may 
Teqnire  tbe  solemn  deliberaUons  of  Oongreas, 
when  they  may  require  tim&  and  the  ntmost 
extent  of  their  talents — whenever  national 
safety  may  hang  sospended  on  the  lips  and  the 
wise  deliberations  of  the  statesmen  within  this 
haU.  And,  from  what  I  have  seen  and  eiperi- 
euced  of  the  gentleman  who  is  the  author  of 
the  resolation  now  nnder  consideration,  I,  for 
one,  wonld  liave  as  mnoh  confidence  in  his  in- 
tegrity, talents,  and  opinions  on  sneh  an  0008- 
gioD,  as  of  any  member  within  these  walls. 
Bnt,  maoh  as  I  have  admired  the  general 
conrse  which  the  gentleman  from  Sonth  Caro- 
lina has  pnraned,  since  I  have  bad  the  honor  of 
observing  it,  I  mnst  be  permitted  to  think  very 
different^  from  him  on  some  snbieeLs ;  and,  at 
present,  I  feel  opposed  both  to  tie  resolution, 
and  the  amendment  to  it,  which  bos  been 
offered  by  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Maa- 
sachosetta,  (Mr.  Everett,)  baoaose  I  believe 
that  either  of  them  is  at  variance  with  our  re- 
publican inatitntions,  and  tbal^  if  either  is 
adopted,  and  ahonld  become  a  law,  the  most 
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pemidoQs  consequences  will  most  inevitably 
follow.  The  very  principle  implied,  both  In 
tbe  resolution  and  amendment,  is,  that  the 
members  of  this  body  prolong  the  sessions, 
from  the  mercenary  motives  of  receiving  their 
per  diem  sUowanoe,  trifling  with  the  bnsinesa 
of  the  people  by  an  unnecessary  delay.    The 

rntleman  tias  himself  illnstrated  this  view  of 
most  satisfactorily,  because  he  insists  that  if 
Bach  a  law  was  in  operation,  there  wonld  be  as 
much  business  transacted  in  the  term  for  which 
they  were  to  receive  eight  dollars  per  day,  as 
there  is  at  the  present  time,  when  the  sessioQ 
is  extended  so  much  longer ;  and  he  has,  bat  a 
few  minntce  since,  given  it  as  his  opinion  that 
Congress  would  not  ait  either  at  two  dollars 
per  day,  or  without  a  compensation.  When  he 
first  advocated  his  resolution,  we  were  informed 
that  if  Congress  wonld  ut  a  month  after  the 
eiffht  dollars  per  day  wonld  expire,  and  then  re- 
ceive two  dollars  per  day,  there  wonld  bo  an 
ample  compensation  for  the  session,  as  the  ag- 

Kigate  wonld  be  about  seven  dollars  per  day. 
is  position,  I  apprehend,  only  goes  to  ehow 
that  eight  dollars  per  day  is  too  mnoh ;  becans^ 
if  seven  dollars  is  "  amply  safflcient,"  for  a 
long  seaaion,  it  is  equally  so  for  a  shorter  one ; 
an^  if  gentiemeu  are  in  earnest,  and  have  tar 
desire  to  reduce  the  wages  of  members,  I  shul 
go  with  them  most  cheerfoUy  to  reduce  the 
daily  pay  to  seven  dollars,  becaose  I  believe 
that  sum  is  worih  as  much  for  ordinary  uses  at 
the  present  day  as  eight  dollars  was  at  the  time 
the  present  pay  was  established  by  law ;  and 
this  will  be  a  certain  saving  to  the  Qovemmen^ 
and  mnoh  more  oongenial  to  our  repablican  in- 
stitution*. 

Buffalo  and  Nnt  Orleatu  JBead. 

The  previous  orders  of  the  day  were,  on  the 
motion  of  Mr.  Hekphux,  postponed ;  and  the 
House  resolved  itself  into  a  Committee  of  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Hr.  HATun 
in  the  cbur,  and  took  up  the  bill  mat-ing  an 
appropriation  for  a  road  from  Bnffalo,  in  New 
York,  to  New  Orleans  by  Washington  city. 

Mr.  A.  H.  Ssbfpeed  said  be  rose  principally 
for  the  purpose  of  offering  an  amendment  to  the 
bill  now  under  consideration.  I  have  hither- 
to forborne  to  do  so,  from  a  wish  that  my 
oolleague  (Mr.  Oabbos)  should  have  an  oppor-  . 
tunity  of  offering  one  that  was  long  since  pnnted 
and  liud  on  onr  tables ;  bnt  as  he  has  twice  had 
the  floor,  and  twice  been  induoed  to  withhold 
hb  proposition,  I  now  feel  myself  at  liberty  to 
present  my  own ;  the  effect  of  which  will  be, 
as  I  intimated  when  I  obtiuned  the  floor,  to 
make  up  an  issue  different  tram  that  already 
pending,  by  preventing  something  like  an  Inter- 
plea  in  favor  of  the  people  east  of  the  moun- 
tains, and  bringing  directly  before  the  committee 
the  relative  claims  of  the  different  rontee  pro- 
posed from  this  place  to  New  Orleans. 

These  examinations  and  surveys  were  eieonted 
by  order  of  the  Government,  under  authority 
of  the  act  of  April,  1824,  direcljng  the  sarv«y 
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of  «aob  o^i^ects  of  internal  imprDTement  as  mi^t 
be  considered  of  national  importance.  Bat 
while  it  ia  my  purpose  to  show  from  them  that 
the  rontes  east  of  the  mountuDB,  aa  indicatAd 
by  the  reports  of  the  engineers,  and  especially 
that  t«nned  the  middle  route,  possess  advantages 
BDperior  to  those  west  of  the  moonttuos,  I  most 
be  permitted  bo  express  laj  regret  that  theee 
docnments  do  not  furnish  tJiat  accQrat«  infor- 
mation so  desirable  in  deciding  the  perplexing 
Saestion  of  the  proper  location  of  this  road : 
ley  eiMbit  a  mere  outline,  withoat  noticing 
many  of  the  prominent  diSonities  or  peculiar 
advantages  charaoteristio  of  the  face  of  the 
country  through  which  these  surveys  are  car- 
ried. I  have  understood,  sir,  that  the  visit  of 
tbe  engineers  detailed  on  this  service  was 
known  to  very  few  persons  throughont  the  line 
of  their  survey  in  the  western  part  of  North 
Carolina ;  and  that  tiiey  neither  sought  nor 
obt^ed,  frominteUigentindividuals,  such  local 
information  as  might  have  tended  to  a  fiill  un- 
derstanding of  the  advantages  which  that  route 
presented.  They  seemed  to  have  travelled  with 
the  caution  and  expedition  that  might  have 
been  expected  to  oharaoterize  an  eionrsion  into 
an  enemy's  country.  It  ia  true  that,  at  the 
time  of  the  performance  of  this  service,  some  of 
oar  Bonthern  poUtJcians,  both  here  and  else- 
where, had  assumed  a  rather  threatening  atti- 
tude in  their  denial  of  the  power  of  this  Got- 
emment  to  execute  surveys,  and  oonstmot  roads 
and  other  works  of  improvranent,  in  the  several 
States ;  bat  whatever  reason  this  might  have 
offered  for  a  careful  and  unobtrusive  passage 
through  other  ports  of  their  journey,  yet,  in 
North  Carolina,  these  Government  officers  had 
nothing  to  fear — tiiey  were  there,  at  least,  on 
neutral  ground.  Not  that  the  people  of  that 
State  are  indifferent  to,  or  united  in  their  opin- 
ions as  to  the  powers  of  the  General  Govern- 
ment upon  this  and  other  subjects,  but,  influ- 
enced by  that  spirit  of  conoeesion  and  com- 
promise which  gave  existence  to  the  constitu- 
tion, they  are  prepared  to  yield  mnoh ;  yes,  sir, 
they  would  pause  long  before  they  uttered  even 
a  gasconading  threat  of  oppontion  to  this  or 
any  mmilar  aot  of  authority  on  the  part  of  Qie 
G«ieral  Government;  and  though  they  may 
believe  that,  in  miany  acta  of  legislation  here,  a 
dne  regard  has  not  been  p^d  to  their  intereeta, 
their  oomptaints  will  be  foood  to  mingle  with 
them  no  spirit  of  redstance — no  sentmient  of 
disnidon.  This  is  a  suttject  that  they  have  not 
been  taught  to  think  or  talk  about ;  and  I,  tar, 
am  the  very  last  man  on  earth  that  would  at- 
tempt to  teach  them  so  fearAil  a  lesson.  Bnt  I 
return  to  the  immediate  qneetion  before  the 
committee.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia (Mr.  Huu>HiLi^  asserts  that  the  western 
route,  the  one  embraced  in  the  bill,  has  decided 
advantages  over  any  other ;  but  he  has  not  told 
ns  to  which  of  the  routes  his  assertion  is  intend- 
ed to  ^ply ;  or,  is  he  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
two  direotioDB  and  two  disUnot  surveys  west  of 
the  moautains  have  been  reportedt    I  m^ 
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well  snppooe  the  gentleman  from  PenMylniiii 
to  have  fallen  Into  this  error,  not  mi^  bm 
what  he  has  s»d,  but  from  the  fact  thM  tlw 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  (Mr.  Bun)  im 
triamphantly  exhibited  a  chart  of  the  nula 
reported  inlB20,aiid  haa  referred  to  it  aigiriig 
the  only  western  directitm  indicated  t^  tht 
en^eers;  but,  sir,  I  have  proearti  fnxntla 
Ei^eer  Deparbnent,  and  now  have  bcfm 
me,  a  map  of  a  ronte  which  ^veigM  frtmllis 
first  a  few  milea  beyond  Knoxvill*^  TeoMM^ 
crosses  the  Clinch  Biver  at  Eingsten,  it  Umb 
found  winding  its  way  throogh  flie  Combwlnd 
monntuns,  ft"'^  tnling  np  □penoer's  ^*^,  nd, 
after  a  fotigning Jooraey  <a  many  milH  wtttel 
a  direct  line,  it  reaohes  Huntsville,  in  Alibnui 
and  from  uienoe  it  is  eeen  to  enooaDtsrdw 
Muscle  shoals  of  the  Tennessee.  Here  il  niiBt 
orossthe river;  bntby  whatmeanaitspuwgeii 
intended  to  be  effected,  the  r^wrt  don  sot 
inform  ns ;  it  is  thenoe,  throng  many  diSnil- 
tJes,  conveyed  to  the  Misaseippi,  at  or  lutt 
Baton  Rouge ;  from  thenoe  it  foUow;  the  kiiki 
of  that  river  to  New  Orleans.  This  ii  emphdi- 
cally  the  western  route,  tlie  we  particilirij 
recommended  by  tbe  gentleman  from  Tirgiua, 
(Mr.  Skttb,)  yet,  rfr,  notwithBtandiug  the  «- 
gineera  report  the  distance  of  this  Une  of  roid 
from  Washington  to  New  0rfeans  to  b«  tweln 
hundred  and  eighty-two  milea,  and  Distofttie 
middle  route,  through  North  OaroUni,  Sontk 
Carolina,  and  Oeorg^  only  eleven  hcndnd 
and  six  milea,  the  gentleman  from  TeiuM- 
see  (Mr.  Bl,ur)  has  ronndly  aisvted  ilut 
the  western  bad  the  advantage  in  txnnt  ol 
distance.  [Mr.  B,  ezplMiied--he  refened  to 
that  through  East  Tenneeeee.]  I  oertwilj 
should  have  understood  the  gentleman  *>  1m 
now  explains  himself  but  he  is  still  iiu>» 
tained  in  bis  position ;  for  the  same  rtfoi 
makes  even  his  favorite  direction  Itmger  tlitt 
that  of  the  middle  survey ;  the  diffeience  ii 
indeed  inoonsiderable ;  bnt  it  is  deddedlf  ii 
favor  of  my  side  of  the  mountains;  tMt  tbe 
other  gentleman  from  Tenneesee  (Mr.  luou) 
wiU,  no  doubt,  admit  me  to  be  oorreet,  vba  I 
state  that  I  undentand  him  as  joining  the  ^ 
tteman  from  Yirginia,  in  reocHnrnwiUiig  tbe 
road  throogh  West  Tennenee.  Takiiig  t)i4 
therefore,  as  the  western  project,  I  wiH  •ewa' 
it  as  the  standard  of  the  comparison  I  ■'t*'^ 
institate  between  the  different  linea  aanj'i- 
I  have  already  shown  that  distanoe,  a  nq 
important  oouaideration,  is  deddedly  in  urv 
of  the  middle  raote;  andlameqaaUymaMM 
that  the  Eacilittea  for  constmcting  agoaditf 
durable  rood  are  also  on  my  nde  of  tit  V^ 
tioo.  It  ia  true  that  the  report  ezhitHtiliw 
or  no  diSbrenoe  in  tlus  respect ;  bntthe|(we- 
man  tnm  Tenneeeee  Ob.  laAoxe)  has  hianeH 
furnished  the  proof  that  omreeti  theemra 
the  engineer*  in  this  partionlar.    Heh»»»J»" 
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ing  of  even  a  faderable  way,  aooording  to  IM 
plan  proposed  tythebi]l;anditi»«fiJf"' 
best  of  reasons-the  greet  depth  and  neiM* 
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of  the  soU  of  that  favorite  and  highlf  &vored 
r^on  render  it  nnfit  for  the  eonatruotiaii  of  & 
Ti»d  conipoaed  of  earth  011I7.  TbU  is  a  partial 
inooaveiueDoe  that  we  have  all  nnderstood  to 
apply  to  the  KsntleniBn's  coimtrT';  but  which 
Deeda  only  to  De  stated,  to  oonvince  tu  Qiat  ita 
TBTj  exiateiifw  implieB  an  incaloolably  greater 
benefit  in  the  ahaiidaiit  fertility  of  their  landa. 

Then,  ur,  whilst  the  bill  proposes  a  road 
eonstrooted  of  earth  odIj,  it  ia  through  the 
oomparatiTeiy  poor  re^on  of  inj  State,  and  a 
large  extent  of  the  sarrej  still  farther  south, 
that  a  soil  will  be  foand  most'happily  adapted 
to  its  eonstmotion ;  it  woold  not  only  be  more 
cheaply  mades  bnt  when  done,  it  woold  be  of  a 
mnoh  more  dnrable  obaraoter. 

But,  in  a  cotumerclal  aspect,  it  ia  contended 
that  the  western  direotJon  poasesaes  very  de- 
cided advantages ;  yet  if  I  rightly  understand 
the  report  npon  this  subject,  even  that  anthori- 
tj  will  be  found  in  &vor  of  the  middle  ronte, 
for  all  pnrposes  of  internal  commerce.  By 
oasti^  the  eye  over  the  snnreya  through  East 
and  West  Tenneasee,  it  will  be  seen  that  they 
are  carried  for  many  miles  in  a  direction  parallel 
to  the  course  of  the  Tennessee,  and  other  navi- 
gable streains,  and  often  npon  their  very  banks, 
or  at  the  distanoe  of  but  a  few  miles.  Instead, 
then,  of  this  improvement  tieing  called  for  by 
the  absence  of  water  commnoioation,  the  road, 
if  established  as  proposed  by  the  biU,  can  only 
be  regarded  as  an  aiudliary  or  substitute  for  the 
navigable  streams  everywhere  to  be  met  with 
in  its  neighborhood,  and  running  in  the  same 
direction.  This  is  not  only  true  in  the  State 
of  Tennessee,  but  is  remarkably  so  through  a 
portion  of  the  country  still  farther  south ;  fbr 
not  only  are  smaller  streams  to  be  aooommo- 
dated  with  this  road^  but  for  at  least  three  hun- 
dred miles  it  ia  found  traversing  the  very  banks 
of  the  Mis^ssippi.  Then,  is  it  not  evident  that 
much  of  the  country  through  which  it  will  pass 
is  already  provided  with  a  much  better  means 
of  transportation  than  wonJd  be  afforded  by  the 
proposed  improvement!  Fot  so,  sir,  in  the 
direction  of  the  middle  route;  there  we  do  not 
propose  the  absurdity  of  making  a  national  road 
that  cannot  be  needed ;  but,  on  the  other  hand, 
its  oonstrnotion  in  a  direction  different  from 
that  of  the  streams  flowing  to  the  Atlantic,  must 
afford  a  very  extended  accommodation  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  intermediate  sections  of 
country,  by  facilitating  the  transportation  of 
their  produce,  if  not  to  the  destined  market,  at 
least  to  some  point  from  which  they  would 
have  the  advantage  of  wat«r  conveyance.  A 
preference  founded  on  this  view  of  the  situation 
of  tlie  country  east  of  the  mountains,  is  clearly 
intimaUtd  in  the  report  of  the  eo^neera ;  and 
althoDgh  it  may  not  be  found  to  obt^n  with 
equal  forc«  tliroughout  the  entire  line  of  survey, 
yet  its  general  existence  affords  a  sufficient  rea- 
son why  it  should  w^h  much  with  the  com- 
mitt«e  tn  fixing  the  direction  of  this  road.  But 
there  ia  in  my  part  of  North  Oarolina  a  deeorip- 
tioD  of  trade  tlut  would  be  peculiarly  beaeflt«d 


by  this  measure.  We  have  much  interoonrse 
with  South  Oarolina  and  Qeor^  in  one  direc- 
tion, and  Virginia  in  the  other  To  these  States 
the  farmera  of  my  diatriot  of  country  are  mnch 
in  tile  iiabit  of  wagoning  their  productions,  either 
for  the  pnrpooe  of  axdutnge  or  barter,  or  with 
the  more  dedrable  object  of  efiboting  a  sale  for 
eaah.  I  will  not  say,  ^,  that  this  trade  exhib- 
its the  numerous  caravans  of  wagons  that  we 
are  told  are  seen  crowding  along  the  western 
road ;  but  1  will  say,  it  is  far  from  being  incon- 
siderable and  is  macb  Increasing,  especially  in 
the  southern  direction,  and  is  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  claim  our  attention  in  the  consider- 
ation of  this  part  of  the  subject. 

The  nulitary  advantages  of  this  western  road 
have  been  heightened  and  eml>ellished  by  fre- 
quent allusions  to  the  city  of  New  Orleans,  aa 
not  only  the  scene  of  military  operations,  bnt 
as  the  theatre  on  which  imperiuiable  renown 
waa  obtMued.  Every  idea  of  defence  connected 
with  this  road  seems  irresistibly  to  terminat* 
at  this  memorable  point.  My  colleague  (Mr. 
Oabbos)  was  oertMuly  very  happy  on  this  part 
of  the  subject ;  and  although  I  could  but  regard 
some  portion  of  his  argument  as  nnderrating 
the  importanoe  of  improvements  in  time  of 
peace,  tending  to  eecnrity  in  time  of  war,  yet 
the  reasons  offered  by  him  were  quite  sufficient 
to  show  the  utter  inutility  of  taking  this  road 
out  of  its  natural  course  solely  with  a  view  to 
the  defence  of  New  Orleans ;  for,  whatever 
posmble  necessity  there  may  be,  at  some  fntare 
day,  te  muster  the  sons  of  the  West  at  this  far- 
&med  theatre  of  war,  I  can  but  believe  that 
they  will  find  their  way  thither  more  cheaply 
and  expeditiously  through  other  modes  of  con- 
veyance than  that  which  this  militsry  road 
would  tSard ;  and,  rir,  I  have  not  heard  it  con- 
tended in  argument,  that  any  other  point  on  the 
line  of  thia  western  road  was  likely  to  present 
a  field  for  military  operations — no  necessity  ia 
intimated  of  saving  us  fh)m  ourselves  in  the 
West[  for,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  the 
Soath,  all  Is  peace  and  qoiet  in  that  quarter ; 
tiiere  the  spirit  of  insabordlnatjon  Is  not  thought 
to  threaten  disunion,  or  endanger  our  repose^ 
the  only  possible  cause  of  apprehennon  arises 
from  their  assertion  of  claim  to  the  landa  of 
the  Oovemment  j  and,  for  one,  I  hope,  ere  long, 
we  ^all  remove  this  source  of  contention  and 
mprehended  danger,  by  making  distribution  oi 
them  amcmg  the  aeWal  States  of  the  Union. 

TuBSDA.!,  March  80. 
J*ag  <if  MeaitMn. 

Hie  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the- 
resolution  offered  \^  Ur.  MoDuffib,  to  onrtail 
the  aes^raiB  of  Oongrass,  by  reducing  the  per 
diem  after  a  oerti^  period. 

Mr.  Watiti  rose,  and  s^  be  was  opposed  to 
the  reaolntion  proposed  by  the  honorable  gen- 
tieman  from  Boutn  Oarolma,  (Mr.  MoDuffib,) 
and  ^so  to  the  amendment  offered  by  the  honor- 
able utemberfitunMassaohusetts,  (Mr.  Evkrbtt.) 
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The  adoption  of  either  wonld  be  productive  of 
more  harm  than  good — nor  was  there  anj  thing 
in  the  past  legislation  of  onr  country,  or  which 
had  oocnired  at  that  aeauon  of  Oongrese,  to  jns- 
tif  J  the  changea  anggested.  I  am  satiafied  (said 
Mr.  W.)  'vrith  the  present  airaDgement  for  the 
seralona  of  Oongreas,  and  believe  the  Honse  will 
come  to  the  same  oonolusion,  after  roatnre  re- 
flection apon  the  anhjeoL 

The  original  resolution  proposes  tliat  the  com- 
peasation  of  the  members  of  Oongress  eball 
be  eight  dollare  a  daj  for  one  hnndred  and 
twentj  dajH,  and,  if  a  seeqion  shall  be  extended 
beyond  that  time,  that  the  pay  shall  be  two 
dollars  per  diem ;  and  the  amendment  provides 
that  the  commencement  of  the  eeasiooB  of 
Oongresa  shall  be  on  the  first  Uondaj  in  Novem- 
ber, with  a  limitation  of  both  to  the  8d  March. 

The  first  is  urged  npon  the  gronnds  that 
there  is  a  want  of  industry  in  this  Honse,  and 
that  something  is  needed  to  coerce  ns  to  greater 
effort — that  our  inertoess  is  oaased  by  the  mer- 
cenary consideration  of  d^ly  pay — that  it  will 
save  to  the  nation  seveuty-five  thonsand  dol- 
lars ;  and  that  if  the  first  session  of  each  Con- 
greas  shall  be  continaed  to  its  ordinarr  length, 
&en  eight  dollars  per  day  for  one  hundred  and 
twenty  days  will  reduce  the  daily  oompensa- 
tion  to  seven  dollars,  which  is  a^d  to  be  an 
ample  allowance. 

I  shall  examine  each  dL  these  podtions  In  the 
order  they  have  been  stated;  and  my  reason 
for  giving  this  formal  investigation  to  a  subject, 
apparently  of  no  great  importance,  is  the  re- 
spectable  source  from  which  the  resolution  and 
the  amendment  came,  and  the  dispontioa  to 
prevent  the  misduef  which  either  may  do.  If 
apology,  however,  were  necessary,  my  jnstifloa- 
tion  would  be  fonnd  in  the  example  of  the  hon- 
orable gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  (Mr, 
CouLTBB,)  whose  aonte  and  talented  exposition 
of  the  reasons  against  the  resolution,  and  of 
the  consequences  which  will  result  from  its 
adoption,  most  have  commanded  the  approba- 
tion of  the  House. 

The  first  consideration  urged  in  favor  of  the 
resolution  by  its  mover — a  want  of  indoBtry — 
is  the  assertion  of  a  &ot,  and  its  tmUi  must  be 
•aoertained  l>efore  it  oaa  be  nwd  as  an  a^a- 
ment. 

I  am  told  by  those  in  whose  experience  I 
have  confidence,  and  the  examination  of  our 
Etatutebook  conSrmiJ  the  declaration — that  if  the 
legislation  of  this  session  is  compared  in  kind 
and  quantity  with  that  of  any  preceding  Con- 
gress, it  will  suffer  no  disparagement  by  the 
comparison.  Between  fonr  and  five  hundred 
resolntions  have  been  submitted,  three  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  bills  have  been  matured  by  the 
committees  and  laid  upon  jonr  table,  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-three  of  them  have  been  finally 
dispmed  of  in  this  House,  forty-one  of  which 
have  received  the  ooncnrrenoe  of  the  Senate, 
and  passed  into  laws ;  seven  from  the  Senate 
have  been  acted  npon  here,  and  fifty-two  from 
the  same  branch  of  tlie  legi^atore  remun  for 
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onr  oonuderaldmi.  Of  the  bills  vhidi  lim 
passed  into  laws,  it  should  be  remembered,  tben 
are  several  of  national  importance,  and  UKOf 

them,  what  is  nnnsnal  so  early  in  tlie  snooo, 
and  which  should  have  conciliated  the  kinduM 
of  the  gentieman,  (Mr.  McDniTix,}is  hijowi 
bill  of  appropriations  for  the  ensuing  politkil 
year.  With  this  formidable  array  of  buiiHjt 
done,  it  is  easier  to  make  an  acensationaf  iodo- 
lence  than  to  sustun  IL  Ko  preoeding  Cca- 
gress  has  done  more  so  early  m  the  waaoii 
and  at  the  termination  of  this  on  the  16tli  d 
May,  the  time  fixed  for  its  a4Jonrnment  by  tldi 
Honse,  in  quantity  at  least,  we  may  tnCiapA 
enongh  to  entiUe  as  to  theoonunendtlimc^ 
onr  constituents,  and  from  preaent  aiypuTuct^ 
too,  without  having  the  volume  cf  our  lisi 
enlarged  by  making  any  extravagant  ud  a- 
perimental  eipenditoree  for  internal  inpron- 
menta  which  can  never  yield  a  revenae  to  «or 
treasury,  or  by  such  laws  as  press  upoD  tlit 
loins  of  national  industry,  to  enconrage  muB- 
fkctiirea.  However,  let  me  not  be  suppoaed  to 
intend  any  ipjnatice  to  the  gentieman,  (Mr.  Vo- 
DtiPFn,)  as  it  is  not  owing  to  his  want  of  ibiliif 
or  exertion  that  we  have  not  been  relieved  fros 
the  latter ;  and  as  to  the  first,  without  tbrnkiD^ 
with  some  of  na  in  prindple,  between  ithomit 
must  be  admitted  there  are  shadesofdifferenn, 
he  bos  already  manifested  a  stroug  dedre  Ic 
retfun  the  operation  of  his  own  sentiment*  npM 
the  power,  strictly  within  the  bounds  of  jndinmK 
and  national  appropriations;  and  I  Mnnotn- 
frain  from  expressing  the  hope  that  this  sefMO 
will  pass  without  a  difference  between  na  H  U 
what  works  or  snbscrfptioDS  shall  be  couidmd 
entitied  to  his  cautionary  opposition. 

Bat  the  charge  of  a  want  of  iodnstiy  in  tUi 
Congress  has  gone  out  to  the  world,  undoilx 
sanction  of  the  gentleman's  name,  uxi  ^ 
Bucb  authority  it  will  be  believed,  nnle*  it  sW 
be  repelled  by  a  detailed  examination  of  ^ 
ceding  Congressee — not  very  interettiii^it  .> 
boe,  bnt  wMoh  mw  oommaod  the  attentioa  <• 
the  Honse  from  m  direct  applieatioa  to  ih* 
Eul^ect.  And  one  other  reason  urges  nw  to 
be  nartioular.  Having  come  into  tti>  How 
nnaer  the  political  revolution  which  the  pe^ 
thought  the  condition  of  the  country  daniodei 
it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  oomposed  as  it  ii  of  * 
moiety  of  new  members,  three-fonrthi  rf  *b<»i 
were  chosen  to  sustun  the  present  admiiii^ 
tion,  that  sncli  a  charge,  involving  ttK=  "■* 
moiety  of  its  discredit,  will  bepenniUedtofa* 
withoot  a  refiitation,  even  wW  made  bj  u 
old  member  of  this  Honsa,  thon^  ba  be  dm  <■ 
the  firmest  and  ablest  eupporten  of  oar  (««• 
mon  cause.  Such  a  cha^  may  n>H  w 
maker  of  it  in  poblio  estimation,  bnt  it  ™ 
throw  his  aasodatcsinto  dieesteemif  it^w 
denied  and  disproved,  and  might  jw^iarf  ™ 
adminifltration  itself  at  tie  ensuing  alMW 
unless  it  shall  be  shown  that  tiioae  wboat 
here  and  its  advocates  are  worthy  of  l-^j"" 
tinned.  Our  adTeraariee,  sir,  are  aoffioaJV 
talented  and  nameronB,  without  giring  to  IM 
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■dditional  strength  by  the  Tolantary  ooodenuu- 
tioD  of  onnelvea. 

The  examinatioQ  of  our  stattite  book  will 
show  that  eveiy  OongreBs,  from  the  beginning 
of  the  OoTenunent  notil  the  expiration  of  the 
last,  ezceptiog  the  fonrteeath,  fifteentli,  and 
BeTeoteenth,  occupied  more  time  tiuui  will  have 
been  consmned  in  this,  if  the  pre«snre  of  onr 
euKftgements  shall  permit  as  to  separate  on  the 
ITth  of  Maj,  -which  eYory  one  thinks  bo  proba- 
ble, that  no  one  event  snggests  an  eztension  of 
its  sitting  after  the  S4th  of  that  month.  A  ref- 
erence to  the  fortj-eighth  chapter  of  tie  first 
Toloma  of  onr  laws,  which  gives  the  periods  of 
oommeacement  and  adjonrmnent  of  Congress 
from  the  jear  17S9  to  the  3d  March,  18IS,  will 
confirm  the  declaration  last  made,  as  regards 
thirteen  Oongreases,  ana  the  jonrnHls  of  thia 
House  will  show  it  to  be  eqaallj  exact  as  re- 
gards the  sixteenth,  eighteenth,  nineteenth, 
and  twentieth.  The  eiception  of  the  fonr- 
teenth,  fifteenth,  and  serenteenth— and  to  the 
fonrteenth  and  fifteenth,  the  gentleman  (Mr. 
MoDuftib)  allnded  as  esamples  of  commenda- 
ble indosttj,  and  of  reproaoii  to  this — ma^  be 
accounted  for,  that  the  oonatr^  having  passed 
from  a  stat«  of  war  to  peace,  the  occnnation  of 
both  consisted  in  repeaung  the  taxes  which  had 
been  Imd  to  meet  the  wigenoiea  of  the  first. 
More  than  the  half  of  their  legislation  was 
strictly  private  and  local ;  that  which  was  of  a 
mixed  tmaracter,  rating  to  onr  pnbUo  lands, 
was  the  resamption  of  what  had  oeen  discon- 
tinned  bj  tho  war,  with  which  persons  in  and 
ont  of  Congress  were  familiar.  Trae  it  is,  then 
was  the  inception  of  oar  present  restrictive 
commercial  code,  bj  the  passage  of  the  act  "  to 
r^nlate  duties  upon  imports  and  tonnage ; " 
and  the  time  was  made  equally  memorable  bj 
the  grant  of  the  United  States  Bank  charter. 
The  first,  however,  was  passed  with  much  less 
diacossion  than  has  been  had  npon  bills  baviog 
the  same  object  in  view  unoe ;  though  the  ten- 
dency of  that,  in  the  subsequent  cl^ms  which 
have  been  based  upon  it,  was  foreseen  and  fore- 
told b;  some,  wh^se  warnings  were  unheeded, 
by  the  honest  wish  of  many  to  make  our  nation 
Independent  of  foreign  supplies,  without  looking 
into  fnturity  for  its  cost;  and  by  others,  who 
overlooked  conseqnenoes,  in  their  eager  desire 
to  have  the  honor  of  ite  paternity.  For  the 
other,  the  bank  charter,  the  public  mind  had 
been  prepared  by  mnch  previons  discussion ;  by 
the  existence  of  a  former  bank ;  by  its  plan  hav- 
ing been  matored  in  the  recess  of  Oongress ; 
and  because  it  was  generally  known  that  the 
then  President's  constitutional  objections  to  the 
oliarter  had  been  snbdoed  by  painful  recollec- 
tions ofthe  necessities  of  his  treasury,  and  the  ra- 
pacious combinations,  daring  the  war,  to  depre- 
ciate Oovemment  secnritiee,  issued  in  oar  honr 
of  hardest  trial,  to  supply  ita  deficiencies.  In  re- 
ferring to  the  history  of  that  time,  one  scanda- 
loosly  inclined  might  also  say,  the  salary  oom- 
pensatioD  law,  an  immediato  operation  having 
Men  ^vea  to  it  had  its  effect  in  oansing  an  ear- 


lier spring  flight  than  had  been  nsoal,  I,  rir, 
however,  make  no  such  chaige ;  and  in  explain- 
ing the  caases  which  enabled  the  fourteenth 
and  fifteenth  Congresses  to  adjourn  the  first 
session  of  both  earUer  than  had  been  done  be- 
fore, I  discl^m  any  Intention  to  depreciate  their 
indostryj  or  assail  their  parity.  I  turn  bock  to 
them  with  respect ;  for  it  was  not  nntil  then 
that  my  mind  began  to  pursue  political  investi- 
gation, or  to  think  of  pnblio  measures,  either  as 
to  their  consequences,  or  the  principles  hj 
which  they  were  to  be  sngtwned ;  and,  from 
the  reasoning  of  some  of  the  prominent  men  of 
that  day,  my  politics  received  a  radical  tint, 
which,  as  much  decried  as  it  was  afterwards, 
is  now  the  badge  of  many  who  wonid  not  then 
wear  it,  and  is  very  fast  becoming  the  national 
color,  fatal  as  it  was  made  to  some  who  first 
rused  it  as  a  banner.  There  was  inscribed 
npon  it,  Jndicions  impost  for  revenue— proper 
expenditures  for  necessary  national  establish- 
ments, bnt  nothing  for  patronage,  and  a  limita- 
tion of  the  action  of  the  Government  to  the  text 
of  the  constitntioo — the  best  and  only  seoority 
for  the  perpetnity  of  the  Union.  The  other  ex- 
ception of  the  seventeenth  Congress  is  to  be 
accounted  for,  from  a  part  of  the  Dusiness  of  ita 
first  seasion  having  Ijeeu  done  in  the  lost  ses- 
sion of  the  sixteenth,  which  was  begun  in  No- 
vember, three  weeks  earlier  than  the  ordinary 
time  of  meeting. 

Such  is  the  net,  in  regard  to  the  time  occu- 
pied in  legislation,  since  onr  Qovenunent  was 
organized,  which  of  itself  relieves  this  Congress 
from  the  impatation  of  any  protraction  of  its 
sitting  I  and  it  shall  he  presently  shown,  if  it 
is  to  be  appreciated  by  the  bosiness  done,  it  will 
have  nooanse  toshrinkfrom  any  contrast  with 
the  past.  Nay,  if  the  mere  performance  of  duty 
conld  at  any  time  justify  exaltation,  it  might  be 
indulged  by  us,  and  those  who  have  for  some 
years  preceded  us,  without  any  sctf-compla- 
cency,  that  the  time  passed  in  legislation  has 
not  been  extended,  if  it  is  recollected  bow  long 
the  sessions  of  Congress  were  continued  after 
the  Qovemment  had  been  folly  organized; 
when  the  subjects  of  legislation  have  been  con- 
stantly increasing  with  thiK  Honse,  consisting 
of  a  foorth  less  namber  than  it  now  has,  for 
thirty  years  of  onr  history,  with  all  the  rapidly 
progressive  flnotnations  of  a  popnlation  from 
three  to  twelve  millions,  living  in  twenty-four 
separate  sovereignties,  instead  of  thirteen.  Sir, 
onr  predeoeesors  were  not  drones  in  legislation ; 
their  labor  is  their  enlogiom,  and  oars  shall  he 
as  well  tliought  of  hcroaftcr ;  for  I  cannot  be 
mistaken  in  believing  that  there  is  a  spirit  in 
this  Congress,  revolting  at  the  slanders  of  inex- 
perience and  want  of  ability  uttered  against  this 
administration,  and  determined,  if  they  shall  be 
permitted  to  do  so,  to  make  the  effort  to  give 
to  it  as  distingnished  on  elevation  in  the  future 
annals  of  oar  ooontry,  as  that  which  is  held  by 
the  administration  of  its  (kther  and  first  Presi- 

But  it  is  urged,  to  proof  of  the  propriety  of 
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limiting  the  first  sesBion  of  Oongress  to  one 
hundred  ood  twenty  dajB,  and  aa  a  reproach 
when  it  is  extended  beyond  it,  that  the  second 
session  of  three  raonthe  is  snffioient  for  all  the 
purposes  of  legislation,  and  that  aa  much  is  done 
in  it  as  is  accomplished  in  the  first.  The  declaia- 
lion  was  inconsiderate,  for  snah  is  not  the  fact ; 
and  I  ask  the  attention  of  gentlemen,  while  I 
resort  to  detdl,  to  sustain  the  contradiction  of 
both  assertions.  By  adverting  to  onr  statute 
book,  it  will  be  found  that  the  bnsineBs  done  at 
the  first  sesaons  af  OonKress  has  been,  with  little 
variation,  the  same,  and  that  the  proportdons  of 
laws  passed  at  the  long  and  short  sesnons  do 
not  differ  materiall;,  though  those  of  the  latt«r 
are  in  number  but  two-thirds  of  the  former. 

In  regard  to  iDertnesa  from  mercenary  mo- 
tives, though  HUoh  an  imputaUon  baa  been  dis- 
claimed bj  the  honorable  gentleman,  (Mr,  Mo- 
DuFFia,)  and  I  do  not  believe  in  bis  obflerrations 
he  meant  to  make  it ;  if  it  had  not  been  dis- 
claimed, it  could  have  been  met  but  in  one 
way,  and  that  woald  have  been  by  saying,  a 
chuge  BO  disrepatable  in  mass,  no  one  will 
venture  to  make  particular  in  its  application. 
But,  sir,  though  it  was  not  intended,  it  is 
Implied  by  the  terms  of  the  resolution,  for  if 
it  be  not  addresaed  to  an  existing  oormption, 
it  is  meant  to  act  opon  our  fean^  which  is  not 
less  disreputable.  What  is  the  nwolution)  The 
compensation  shall  be  but  one-fourth  of  what 
it  is  to  be  for  one  hundred  and  twenty  days, 
and  this  reduction  is  the  penalty  for  not  having 
done  in  that  time  all  that  the  ezigenoiee  of 
l^islation  may  have  required.  If  it  be  not  in 
the  nature  of  a  penalty,  one  or  the  other  of 
these  conaequeacee  most  ensue,  eiUier  that  the 
Bam  then  to  be  allowed  ia  always  auEOdent,  or 
that  the  laborer  deserves  as  much  for  his  sei^ 
vices  after  the  time  proposed  b7  the  resolntion 
for  the  limitation  of  the  session,  as  he  received 
before  it.  It  may  be  that  there  are  persons 
here  who  would  protract  the  sesrion  from  sor- 
did calculationa,  but  we  ranst  presume  they  are 
in  number  too  small  to  give  decisive  results  to 
their  wishes.  But  allow  them  to  t>e  numerous ; 
how  can  thef  operate!  The  motive  ia  too 
mean  for  avowal  and  concert,  and  a  general  in- 
dolence would  be  oonnt«racted  by  the  heada  of 
committees,  who  control  the  buffineee  of  this 
House,  and  no  one  of  whom  can  he  supposed 
to  be  of  the  number  of  the  delinquents.  Oaa 
there  he  among  them  any  who,  by  mind,  edu- 
cation, or  character,  are  fitted  to  take  an  active 
part  in  onr  prooeediDgs,  and  I  trust  I  may  say, 
without  being  suspeoted  of  spreading  a  general 
unction  of  flattery  over  ourselves,  ^at  a  veir 
large  m^oritv  of  such  are  here,  to  oomitervail 
the  sordid  seiflshnees  of  any  of  our  aaaodatei. 
The  insinuation  includes  more  than  is  supposed 
by  those  who  indnlge  in  it,  or  who  believe  thAt 
ita  existenoe  has  any  infinence  upon  our  pro- 
oeedings.  It  is  not  that  a  amall  number  ate  so 
mercenary,  but  either  that  a  majority  are  so,  or 
that  a  large  portion  of  Uis  m^ority  are  theauzil- 
Uriesofitsinfinonoe.  Bnt, sir, n^wr this Hoose 


nor  any  part  of  it  is  liable  to  the  charge;  sod  I 
invoke  the  feelings  of  hmnan  nature  in  ita  rii- 
dioation.  Of  whom  b  Congress  oompcMdt 
Of  fathers  and  hnsbanda  nsed  to  the  qniemjs 
and  aweets  of  domestic  life.  When  deprived  U 
them  for  a  few  months,  onr  bearta  bum  wilfa  i 


tions  trample  down  every  impe^meut  in  tbg 
way  of  their  gratification ;  nor  is  thur  restlets- 
nees  appeased  until  we  are  in  poaaesnon  ef  tb« 
objects  of  onr  love.  The  resolution  has  i1n 
been  recommended  to  na  upon  the  ground  tlut 
it  will  lessen  the  expense  of  each  Coiigre»  ht- 
enty-five  thousand  dollars, '  I  think  a  more  to- 
tun  way  of  doin^  it  has  been  shown,  ind,  I 
repeat,  Uie  only  difierenoe  between  the  geotie- 
man  and  myself  ia  as  to  the  best  way  of  doiu 
it.  It  is  certainly  worth  considering',  bnt  I 
would  also  remark  that  all  saving  is  not  ecwio- 
my.  An  investment  is  often  made  by  iudirii- 
nals  and  nations,  which  brings  a  moral  ni 
political  return  far  beyond  the  value  ol  Uia  ex- 
penditure. And  unneoBssaiily  spent  aa  tJui 
seems  to  have  been,  has  it  been  prodnctiTe  of 
no  good  1  Is  the  information  spread  abroad  l^ 
onr  debates  no  credit  to  which  Oongren  ia  eali- 
tledl  Or  is  it  seriously  believed,  aa  gentleocii 
have  impatiently  deoIu«d,  that  our  great  eril 
and  cause  of  delay  is  the  prevalence  of  d«bue  t 
Sir,  much  of  onr  legfelation  is  private,  stiicllj 
so — much  local ;  botb  involviiw  a  knowledge  i^ 
many  partioulars  which  we  sDonld  have,  asd 
coa  only  acquire  by  patient  listening,  to  eaalla 
us  to  vote  understandmgly.  -We  have  two  thiop 
to  do :  flrst,  to  convince  ourselves  thst  we  an 
acting  right,  and,  by  telling  our  reasona,  It 
oouviaoe  onr  constitoenta  th^  we  have  dcM 
aa.  And  uninteresting  as  the  greater  mmibcr 
of  speeohea  tna  j  be  that  are  tpt^en  heie,  Ib^ 
ore  instructiva  to  tbe  people.  Out  off  tLia 
Bonrce  of  information — oloae  your  doon  igais4 
your  reporters,  or,  what  will  be  the  auaa,  pi« 
every  thing  tieoanse  your  oommitteea  bare  rte- 
ommended  it,  or  repeated  a  UU— rednce  lb  na- 
sonsforallyour  meaanras  toylain  nantiiT^^ 
vested  of  all  the  ohaim,  oollison,  and  acntoM 
prodnoed  by  debate,  and  half  of  the  digoit;  m 
your  Qovemment  inU  have  been  sacrificed,  ud 
oar  reqiontf bilUiy  be  losti^ht  ^  in  a  g«>«l  iB- 
difilarenoe  to  oar  proceedings.  It  ia  thia  indal- 
gence  of  debate  which  tells  tbe  eonatibuiil  ol 
the  real  attitude  and  wei^t,  ben,  at  hia  npn- 
sentative;  and  it  is  the  expectation,  npui  ilM 
part  of  the  peotde,  that  it  wiU  be  indulged  and 
exhibited,  which  throws  into  tbe  Hoqh  » 
many  pnwmninff  tbe  talmt  They  know  Ibit 
our  nation  was  qraken  and  written,  sa  well  •* 
fought,  into  e^atence;  and  that,  in  msnypanl- 
ons  periods  of  onr  history,  the  sddier'a  ua 
waa  nerved,  sad  bis  heart  warmed,  with  •  "■ 
ro's  patrioliaa  by  the  animatioa  of  the  ontor. 
But,  air,  I  dismisa  the  eabjeot,  beoaiM^ «  7^ 
we  are  the  only  oo^tt>l^Nr^  and  onr  «**"' 
ents  have  not  adnMuiiabed  a  that  they  tiuaku 
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There  is  a  Temaining  ooodderation  upon 
-which  the  adoption  of  this  resolntion  has  b«eii 
urged,  &nil  which  is  entitled  to  a  remark.  It 
Ih,  that  the  compeiuatioD  of  memben  wiil  be 
nidnoed,  even  if  the  semon  diall  be  extended 
to  ita  or^Dary  length,  to  still  an  ample  allow- 
ance. I  do  not  intend  to  ^spnte  the  anffldencT 
of  the  snm  which  will  be  reoeived  under  sDcn 
oironmslanoee ;  hot,  wilhont  Intending  now  to 
eompromit  mpetf  to  an;  ooorse  frben  the  snb- 
ject  shall  be  directly  presented  to  ns,  I  cannot 
refrain  from  obaerving,  if  the  reason  giren  fbr 
it  be  correct,  that  it  should  be  q)plied  to  the 
oompensation  of  every  officer  in  the  Govern- 
ment, at  least  to  all  whoee  aalariea  have  been 
Increased  in  the  last  ten  jears,  and  which  were 
not  before  atMolntel;  insnffituent  Bach  a  work 
of  reduction  must  be  carried  on  In  the  gross ; 
and  when  b^n,  thon^  ft  inaj  be  an  evidence 
of  onr  sinceritj  and  diemtereBtednees  to  beoome 
the  first  Tiotima  onnelrea,  it  will  not  be  esteem- 
ed abroad  a  proof  of  onr  sagacity,  if  we  do  not 
give  to  others  a  chance  fbr  the  honors  of  moh 
martyrdom.  What,  sir  I  money  more  valnable 
to  ns  now,  hj  fifty  per  cent.,  than  it  was  twelve 
years  mnce,  when  t^e  qneetion  of  oorapensation 
was  settled  between  this  Honse  and  tne  people 
hj  the  repeal  of  the  salary  law  and  the  enact- 
ment of  the  present  allowance.  If  onr  pur- 
ohasce  were  confitied  to  the  ootnal  sostenanoe 
of  life,  as  tfae  same  mm  now  will  bay  half  as 
much  of  food  agun  as  it  wonld  have  done  then, 
and  the  consomption  of  men  not  having  in- 
creased, the  propoeititHi  wonld  have  the  aspect 
of  correotneee.  Bnt  if  it  be  tested  by  the  end- 
less expenses  reqnired  and  foreed  npon  ns  by 
onr  social  condition,  by  the  comparative  prioes 
ot  labor  then  and  now,  by  the  redaction,  in 
onr  country,  of  every  ogrionltarBl  prodoct,  and 
the  enhancement,  by  onr  tari^  of  almost  all 
Out  we  use,  it  will  be  fonnd  we  have  already 
paid  fnll  otIcc  for  this  nominsl  appreciation  of 
money.  If  invested  in  stock,  does  it  give  a 
larger  interest  than  it  did  then  I  In  the  par- 
chase  of  property,  though  It  may  get  dcnble 
Uie  quantity  by  metes  and  boonds,  will  it  yield 
a  greater  revenne^  or  b  the  prospective  increase 
in  tiie  Talne  of  pTC^>erty,  in  any  part  <^  onr 
country,  at  a  given  time  to  com^  more  than  will 
be  its  present  price  with  legal  interest  t  Honey 
is  in  value  what  it  was,  thoogh  paper  is  not  so 
plentifiit.  It  is  fortunate  that  paper  does  not 
rircnlate  to  the  same  extent  that  it  did  twelve 
years  since,  by  which  an  artifidsl  value  had 
been  given  to  all  kinds  of  prodooe  and  prop- 
erty ;  bnt  thoogh,  by  its  withdrawal,  we  have 
been  restored  to  a  wholeaome  condition,  a 
painful  reaction  was  prodaoed,  from  which  the 
people  of  this  nation  are  not  yet  relieved,  tai 
ontwdghing  to'  them  any  additional  volne 
which  the  droamstances  may  seem  to  have 
given  to  money.  Bir,  money  is  the  same  in 
Talne  that  it  was  then,  and  will  always,  in 
commercial  CDuntries  dealing  extensively  with 
others,  be  liable  to  be  afieoted  by  oansee  which 
cannot  be  fbreseen,  and  the  prodnota  which  tt 
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buys  and  itself  redprocally  act  npon  each  oth- 
er. Things  may  be  less  in  price,  without  money 
being  more  v^nable  to  a  oommnnity  at  large. 
Honey  is  no  more  than  an  exchangeable  me- 
dium for  commerce,  forced  into  use  from  its 
being  a  matorial  more  ooDvenient  than  any 
other  we  have,  as  an  index  of  value  for  other 
things ;  and  the  fiuctaation  in  the  quantity  of 
produoe  which  portions  of  it  will  buy  at  differ- 
ent times,  is  neither  a  certain  evidence  of  gen- 
eral prosperity  or  declension — a  proof  that  it  is 
more  or  less  valuable  to  the  laborer,  nor  any 
criterion  fbr  altering  the  allowance  of  suoh  as 
are  in  the  pnblio  service. 

SaffaJa  and  Nmo  Orleant  Boad. 

The  House  then  went  into  Oommittee  a!  the 
Whole  on  the  state  of  the  Union,  Ur.  Katsu 
in  the  chair,  and  reaomed  the  consideration  of 
the  bill  making  an  appropriation  for  the  oon- 
stmotion  of  the  road  fnim  BuSslo,  in  New 
York,  to  New  Orleans,  in  Loniriana,  via 
Washington  dty. 

Ur.  CsAWf  OBD  s(ud :  The  bill  now  before  the 
oomnuttee  was  one  of  very  grave  character,  in- 
volving most  important  considerations  of  expe- 
diency, apart  fh>m  the  constitutional  difficulty 
with  which  some  gentlemen,  avowing  no  dis- 
position to  do  so,  had,  involnutarily,  he  pre- 
sumed, invested  it.  The  power  to  constmot 
roads  and  canals  might  once  perhaps  have 
admitted  of  great  doubt  but  (said  Mr.  O.j 
I  defer  to  the  decision  of  more  eiperienoed 
and  wiser  men,  whoee  opinions  for  the  last  five 
and  twenty  years,  expressed  in  legislative  act^ 
have  fixed  the  oonstruction  of  the  constitution 
too  firmly  to  be  now  shaken — upon  a  basis  on 
which  this  body  constantly  acts.  Kot  an  ap- 
propriation bill  passes,  tliat  does  not,  in  some 
shs^  or  other,  reoognize  the  principle.  A  few 
days  ago  we  acted  affirmatively  on  a  bill  pro- 
'  "  an  expenditure  incurred  by  the  re- 
obstructions  from  the  channels  of 
several  rivers,  and  within  five  minntes  have 
approved  of  one  of  similar  character.  Putting 
aside  this  question  aa  rem  judieatam,  as  one 
passed  upon,  and  so  considered  on  almost  every 
side  and  not  from  the  alarm  which  the  gentle- 
man from  Vii^inia  (Mr.  P.  P.  BABsotm)  wasso 
kindly  desirous  of  quieting,  let  ns  proceed. 

Whatls  the  du^  of  a  Government,  or.  rather, 
__r  wliat  is  any  Government  instituted  t  To 
promote  the  happiness  of  those  who  establish 
it,  by  the  proper  exercise  of  all  the  powers 
confided.  To  develop  the  resources  of  a  coun- 
try, and  of  every  part  of  it^  by  holding  ont  the 
iruuoements  which  facilioee  of  transportation 
fOnoish  toinona§ed  iadnstry  In  exploring  them, 
the  eiperienoe  of  the  world  has  proved  to  be 
mora  eflbi^nal  than  any  other  policy  which  can 
be  devised.  A  nation  may  nonrisb  in  every 
stage  of  inmrov^nent  from  adventitious  causes 
—by  the  misfortonea  ot  others,  or  some  q)eoial 
good  fortune  titat  may  attend  her  own  condi- 
tion. Boch  was  onr  anspioioos  situation,  from 
the  formation  of  the  present  ooostitulion  nntil 
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We  liad  just  emerged  from  provinoial  inferiori- 
t; — the  beaTj  band  of  kd  oppreflure  QoTem- 
ment  bad  been  not  long  before  removed,  And 
we  felt  tbe  buoyancj  aod  elasticity  of  jontb  : 
the  chftnge  of  our  internal  and  relative  political 
position,  and  tbe  adoption  of  onr  new  frame  of 
Government,  placed  before  ns  an  extended  and 
deligbtfnl  prospect,  which  was  not  onlj  en- 
livened and  enriched  in  all  its  most  beautiful 
tints,  but  over  whioh  was  thrown  evary  charm 
that  conld  stratify  the  bebolder,  by  the  aitna- 
tion  of  the  Eastern  world,  whose  food  we  sup- 
plied, and  whose  trade  we  carried.  But,  sir, 
except  under  theaa  favorable  external  oironm- 
Btances,  no  nation  ever  did  prosper,  no  nation 
ever  can  prosper,  nor  even  then  to  the  extent 
of  which  she  is  capable,  that  is  not  supplied  with 
the  roada  and  means  of  transportation  which  a 
discreet  and  sober  judgment  shall  assign  to  her 
oonditioD.  It  is  in  vain  that  joar  manufacturers 
exercise  their  Ingenuicj  and  lodnatry ;  that  jonr 
fiu^ners,  aa  respectable  and  honored  as  any  por- 
tion of  yonr  community,  make  yon  and  them- 
selves intrinsically  richer,  by  drawing  from  the 
earth,  annually,  wealth  whi^  did  not  before  ex- 
ist, and  that  your  merohants  establish  themeclTCS 
as  pnrcbasera  of  their  several  commoditieg,  if 
they  cannot  carrv  them  to  market,  except  at  a 
aaorifloe  which  binnU  enterprise. 

Not  to  open  these  avenues,  is  to  bury  the 
talent  intruBted  to  ns.  For  what  has  a  moat 
indulgent  and  beneficent  Providence  spread  be- 
fore us,  with  the  moat  liberal  hand,  all  the 
bounties  of  nature  I  Is  it  that  we  shall  use 
thera  as  they  are  furnished,  or,  by  the  exercise 
of  the  intelligence  that  belongs  to  ns,  bring 
them  into  tbe  most  advantageous  and  produc- 
tive activity)  To  rn^ntain  the  afftrmative  of 
tbe  first  branch  of  the  propodtion,  might  ac- 
cord with  tbe  opinions  of  the  individual  who 
opposed  tbe  making  of  a  canal,  because  God 
had  placed  a  river  near  its  oontemplated  ronte, 
and  bo  thooght  it  would  be  dnfiil  to  aid  iiis 
works.  Not  ao  i*  my  Tiew.  I  would  aHsist 
the  industry  and  entaipriae  of  the  country,  in 
its  varions  branches.  I  would  lend  accommo- 
dation to  its  convenience,  and  I  would,  by 
every  means  in  my  power,  plaoe  her  in  the 
best  attitude  for  defence,  lit  hostilities  should 
arise  between  her  and  otiier  powers,  I  wonld 
not  have  a  splendid  Government,  any  more 
than  the  honorable  gentleman  from  Vir^nia, 
(Mr.  P.  P.  Babboith,)  bnt  I  am  in  great,  very 
great  error  if  that  which  is  intended  for  the 
benefit  of  the  people — which  is  deigned  exdn- 
rively  for  the  advancement  of  their  interest, 
and  which  is  expected,  by  thoee  who  &dvoca(« 
this  bill,  to  contribote  lai^j  to  it,  can  make 
a  gorgeons  Oovemment.  Ihad  supposed  there 
was  more  of  ntility^  than  splendor  in  tiia 
scheme;  that  comfort,  competenoe,  and  ease 
would  be  found  in  greater  abundance  in  the 
oonntry  it  traverses;  bnt  I  never  imagined, 
until  the  ingenions  gentleman  stated  it,  that 
the    Government  would   be  more    impoeiDg. 


But,  air,  if  this  be  splendor  I  favcr  it  I 
wish  to  see  the  oonntry,  from  Buffido  to 
New  Orleans,  gladdened  by  this  chiimcl  of 
communication,  which  shaU  enrich  the  Und 
that  it  passes  through — dlffnang  pleasnn  ud 
wealth,  and  inciting  to  the  indnstnons  prodiw- 
tion  of  that  which  can  be  advantageoualy  dii- 
posed  of.  Even  Virginia,  in  her  four  hnndied 
miles  tljat  it  coven,  will  yet  rejoice,  I  tnd, 
that  this  bill  has  passed — not  on  a  mognifiMnt 
scale,  with  triple  rows  of  elms,  in  imitatioa  of 
the  French  mmister,  but  on  the  modenle  plu 
proposed  by  s  very  respectable  committee  of 
this  House,  through  its  honorable  cbsinDU, 
my  colleague  and  friend,  Qii.  Hbkfhol,)  od  i 
plan  destmed,  I  hope,  to  be  approved  by  lbs 
OongresB  of  the  TTmted  Statea 

In  advocating  this  measnre,  I  wish  it  & 
tinotly  nnderstood  that  the  conceded  poirtt 
shonld,  in  ray  Jadgment,  be  confided  to  gna^ 
leading  national  objecta :  that  it  should  not  tw 
eiert^  frequently,  or  on  ordinary  occeaom,  bnt 
on  those  only  which  would  seem  to  require  I 

Ct  common  effort  for  a  great  common  good, 
1 1  regard  the  present  project  to  be.  b  it 
expedient?  I  think  so.  The  seat  of  the  G«o- 
eral  Government  is  the  heart  of  the  body  poQ- 
From  it  must  flow  to  every  part  of  tli* 
itry,  in  peace  or  in  war,  the  r^nlstiou 
laws,  orders,  and  instmotions  it  was  orgaiii«d 
to  furnish  and  rave.  By  a  speedy  diffiuion  of 
intelligence  and  informatioD  among  the  peool* 
of  what  the  Oovemment  does  or  does  not  oo, 
of  the  course  of  policy  it  adopts  or  abaudoc^ 
you  can  alone  preserve  attachment  to  it.  Tbtt 
every  facility  should  be  afllbrded  for  tbtt  per- 
of  vital  and  engrossing  interest  Asd 
t  me  oak,  >Dr,  in  the  longDage  of  my 
friend  and  immediate  colleague,  (Ur,  Buon.) 
have  you  a  dngle  passage  out  of  Wadiiii;><ia 
provided  by  the  General  Oovemment  t  6j 
what  means  are  yon  to  placa  the  dtiuu  of  ibii 
very  extensive  empire  upon  a  fooling  of  eqwli- 
ty,  80  folly  and  efTeotnally,  aa  by  the  eifw 
^tioos  dissemination  of  information  I  Can 
those  on  its  remote  Imrdera  form  so  comet  sa 
opinion  of  the  merits  and  demerits  of  tbeit 
public  agents,  aa  those  wluwe  locsli^  pl*M* 
them  nearer,  unless  tod  transmit  to  Uiciit  tb* 
materials  of  wbi^  ^aoK  opinion  mnit  be  made 
up  ?  I  am  acquainted  with  no  arraDgemeot  by 
which  those  who  administer  the  public  iSxi* 
can  tie  bronght  so  immediately  under  the  viev 
and  observation  of  their  constitnenla,  either  fbr 
approbation  or  for  censure,  aa  by  the  rapid  difc- 
won  of  useful  knowledge.  This  Governmeot  de- 
pends essentially,  both  for  the  most  beae&u>I 
results  uid  for  durability,  upon  the  inleUige"'* 
and  virtue  of  those  who  nave  the  happines)  to 
live  under  it.  Give  them  the  fint,  snl  tbe  Iwt 
will  be  strangtbttMd;  and  both  vOl  tw,  «>  fw 
noble  Btractnr«  we  have  reared,  a  fbooditicn 
and  support  that  lonat  secure  its  perpetuity. 

To  commence  with  the  northern  psrt  of  tM 
road :  What  are  its  antidpated  mul  sdnn- 
tagesl    Verygreat    The  travel  from  T»ihu«- 
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ton  to  BaSklo,  b;  way  of  Baltimore,  Philadel- 
phia, and  Kew  York,  ia  ahoat  di  handred  and 
aeventr  milqs.  On  this  ronte  the  mail  can  be 
carried  between  tJie  extremes,  when  Btaaiii- 
boats  are  in  operation  on  a  put  of  "  ' 
days ;  at  other  times,  Beven  days  are 
Stage  lines  were  established,  some  two 
years  ago,  from  Homsbarg  to  the  western  part 
of  New  York,  by  which  the  distance  on  the 
shortest  stase  ronte  was  reduced  to  abont  three 
hundred  and  ninety  miles,  orer  which  the  m^l 
is  conveyed  in  Beven  days.  If  a  road  were 
mode  &om  this  city  to  Bnffalo,  by  the  nearest 
practicable  route,  it  conld  be  transported  be- 
tween them  in  less  than  fonr  days.  (Postmas- 
ter General's  letter  of  28th  December,  1B27.) 
What  on  immense  saving  of  time  I  Wilt  gen- 
tlemen tell  me  that  it  is  no  advantage  to  have 
the  mul  carried  in  half  the  time  I  Is  not 
despatch  the  life  of  yonr  post  o£Boet  Here 
bave  we  been,'  daring  the  session,  receiving 
petitioiis  from  a  very  large  number  of  our 
constitnenta,  larger,  probably,  by  many  to  one, 
than  those  who  have  expressed  their  views  on 
any  other  sribject,  reqaesting  ns  to  stay  the 
taeil  only  for  one  day,  and  that  the  most  holy 
one :  and  by  onr  committee  we  torn  a  deaf  ear 
to  their  entreaties,  insisting  that  great  incon- 
venience will  result  from  the  delay — that  if  we 
grant  their  request,  it  will  be  felt  thronahoat 
all  the  m^  ramifications  of  onr  extended  do- 
tatin.  For  the  sake  of  the  argnment  admit  it 
How  great,  then,  mnst  be  the  advantage  we 
wonld  have  hy  gaining  half  the  time ;  by  the 
transmission  of  intelligence  in  fonr — in  less  than 
fonr — insteadof  seven  daysl  "Willit  not  pervade, 
sir,  the  most  remote  districts  of  oar  northern  and 
northwestern  borders  ?  To  enUrgenpon  this  top- 
ic appears  to  me  to  bo  anoeeessary. 

Onr  attention  ia  next  drawn  to  the  commeN 
cial  considerations  which  bear  npon  this  qaes- 
tion.  The  bed  of  the  road  most  be  carried, 
for  the  £rst  one  hundred  to  one  hnndred  and 
twenty  miles  north  and  northwest  of  this  city, 
throngh  a  connttr  fertile  and  beantifol  as  the 
heart  of  man  could  desire  ;  a  region  under  the 
highest  cultivation,  and  stndded  with  the  homes 
of  on  industrious  and  happy  population.  It 
will  afford  them  a  channel  of  direct  communi- 
cation with  the  capitoL  They  will  have  a  choice 
of  markets,  at  which  thev  can  dispose  of  the 
prodncts  of  their  farms,  that  embrace  all  the 
varieties  proper  to  the  climate.  It  will  cross, 
at  various  points,  the  several  turnpikes  leading 
to  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia,  and  will  enable 
many  who  choose  to  direct  their  coarse  tow- 
ards those  cities,  to  do  so  with  increased  ease. 
In  its  more  western  course,  it  mnst  likewise 
strike  two,  at  leaat,  of  the  Pennsylvania  canals, 
and  will  facilitate  an  approach  to,  or  departure 
from,  them.  Where  the  country  through  which 
it  passes  is  not  eminently  fertile,  it  abonnds  in 
coal  and  iron,  which  will  probably  make  the 
resources  of  Pennsylvania,  unfolded  and  opened 
as  they  toon  will  bo,  greater  than  those  of  any 
of  her  Bist«'  States. 
Vou  X-46 
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For  the  military  pniposes,  what  are  its  ed- 
vantagest  Many  and  oommanding.  Aa  has 
been  wisely  stdd  hy  my  very  mnch  respected 
colleague,  QSx.  HsMFHrn.,)  the  strength  of  a 
country  rests  not  bo  mnch  m  the  number  of  its 
population,  as  in  the  facility  with  which  mossea 
of  ita  defenders  can  ho  thrown  together.  This 
road  will  not  only  afford  every  advantage  for 
sending  the  earlinit  instruction  to  your  north-  ■ 
em  and  northwestern  froatiers,  and  enable  yon, 
if  need  be,  to  ti'onsport  [he  munitions  of  war 
and  provisions,  at  a  small  cost  to  yonr  army,  but 
it  will  meet,  at  every  torn,  some  line  of  com- 
munication from  an  Atlantic  point,  which  shall 
be  either  endangered,  or  wnich.  con  furnish 
information  of  any  enemy  that  may  he  on  the 
seaboard.  The  roads  and  canals  which  irrigate 
and  fertilize  that  whole  section  of  country,  do 
not  run  parallel  with  the  proposed  road,  hnt 
will  be  crossed  by  it  at  as  many  centres  as  this 
famed  city  contains.  If  we  had  hod  each  a  road 
during  the  late  war,  we  should  have  saved 
more  money,  several  times  toM,  than  the  entire 
improvement  from  Bnfiialo  to  New  Orleans  will 
cost,  if  it  shall  be  aathorized.  So  much  for  the 
northern  end. 

Are  there  aoffiinent  reasons  to  Justify  the 
making  of  the  road  from  Washington  to  New 
Orleans !  It  appears  to  me  there  are.  It  holds 
oat  to  yoa  great  facilities  and  increased  de- 
spatch in  the  conveyance  of  the  mail.  It  was 
carried  in  December,  1837,  (Postmaster  Gener- 

letter,)  between  the  two  citiea  in  nineteen 
days,  over  twelve  hnndred  and  fifty-nine  miles, 
along  the  metropolitan  route — certwn  improve- 
menta  in  bridges,  and  the  removal  of  obstruc- 
tions, it  was  thooght,  would  enable  the  Govern- 
ment to  transport  it  in  seventeen  days,  and  it 
was  believed  a  good  tnrnpike,  on  the  shortest 
line,  wonld  put  it  in  the  power  of  the  Postmas- 
ter General  to  carry  it  throogh  in  eleven  days; 
odd,  if  you  please,  three  days  for  difference  be- 
tween the  contemplated  rood  and  a  tnmpike, 
and  you  have  a  saving  in  time  of  at  least  Uiree, 
perhaps  five,  days.  In  a  commercial  point  of 
view,  many  advontages  must  result  from  it.  It 
traverses  a  country  abundant  to  overflowing  ia 
every  thing  that  con  contribute  to  the  comfort 
and  enjoyment  of  life.  The  surplna  prodaeta 
can  he  carried  on  it  to  those  streams  which  it 
strikes  at  risht  angles,  and  down  which  they 

'»  cheaply  floated  to  the  seaboard,  or  some 
intermediate  mart.  The  great  Onmberland  val- 
ley and  many  parts  of  the  Soathem  ooantry 
will  yet  be  bosy  and  happy  in  the  estnbliahment 
of  manafactories,  to  and  from  which  this  road 
will  afford  facilities  for  carrying  the  raw  mate- 
rial and  the  mnnnioctured  article.  For  war,  it 
will  enable  yon  to  convey  vour  troops  and  their 
provisions,  not  along  its  whole  distance,  hnt,  as 
the  honorable  gentleman  from  Tennessee  ^Ir, 
Bl4ib)  remarked,  on  particnlar  portions  of  it, 

}n  all  parts  of  it  at  different  times.  Per- 
_^_tronpB  will  never  be  marched  from  BnSUo 
to  New  Orleans,  or  the  reverse,  bat  the^  will 
be  moved  from  intermediate  points  to  either, 
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or  to  Washingtoa.  The  proposed  roote  is  aboat 
eqnidiatant  from  the  aeabo&rd  and  the  HisiBaip' 
pi ;  they  will  be  anxiliBry  to  each  other,  or  if 
genUemen  prefer  it,  I  hATe  no  otfjectjoa  that 
the  road  be  (»)nstdered  aQctllary  to  the  river. 

Mr.  Stamdifbb  hoped  the  committee  would 
not  think  he  was  treepasstog  oo  its  patieoce, 
whilst  he  attempted,  in  his  own  way,  to  give 
' '     '  1  the  important  sabjeot  before  the 


which  I  labor,  when  I  inform  yon  that  I  was 
raised  to  the  plough,  at  a  time,  and  under  cir- 
oomstancea,  which  prevented  my  getting  uiy 
bat  the  most  limited  edncstion.  jfy  embi^aaa- 
ment  is  increased  also,  from  the  unfortunAte 
difference  of  opinion  wuch  prevtuls  in  the  dele- 
gation from  my  own  StAte,  with  all  of  whom 
my  intercooree  haa  been  friendly.  Bnt,  what- 
ever may  be  the  difficulties  with  which  I  have 
to  meet,  I  am  detenninedj  when  t  see  a  snbject 
nnder  diecusaion  which  mvolves  the  best  in- 
terests of  my  constitnentfl,  and  the  nation  at 
large,  to  represent  the  views  of  that  generons 
and  enlightened  people  who  sent  me  here,  and 
with'whora,  when  at  home,  every  thing  dear 
to  me  is  to  be  found.  I  mean  to  give  my  full 
support  ta  this  bill,  and  wish  to  allow  my  col- 
leagues and  all  others  the  same  privilege  of  act- 
ing freely  that  I  take  myself,  I  know  this 
in  not  the  course  of  all  the  members  of  this 
House ;  bnt  I  hope  I  may  be  allowed  to  aay 
*  that  my  two  worthy  colleagnes,  (Blub  and 
IsioXB,)  who  spoke  on  the  some  mde  of  this 
question  with  me,  and  myself^  live  in  the 
monntun  regifm,  where  we  breathe  liberal  air. 
We  do  not  set  ooreelves  up  for  little  captains  to 
lead  others  on ;  we  aim  at  no  such  unenviable 
distinction.  Wo  are  perfectly  wiUingthat  they 
should  think  and  act  for  themselves,  and  we 
will  leave  it  to  the  proper  tribunal  to  decide 
between  us.  Neither  of  us  will  hold  np  the  con- 
stitution to  shelter  ourselves  from  responsibility, 
and  save  us  from  the  people  at  the  ballot  boxes. 
I  will  say  for  the  worthy  genUeman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  BiBBOCB,)  that  ne  has,  in  opposing 
this  bill,  which  is  my  favorite  one,  acted  with 
his  usual  fairness  and  candor,  lie  has  argued 
upon  the  gronnd  of  expediency  alone,  and  I 
give  him  credit  for  it :  for  who,  that  wonld  be 
thought  sincere,  would  oppose  this  bill  on 
constitutional  grounds,  when  it  is  pretty  well 
understood  here  that  two-thirds  of  this  House 
are  Batis&ed  of  the  existence  of  the  power  of 
Congress  to  moke  internal  improvements  t  I 
know  that  some  of  my  colleagues  will  bear  me 
out  in  saying,  that,  on  my  way  to  Congress  in 
1638, 1  expressed  myself  in  favor  of  the  system 
of  internal  improvements,  and,  after  taking  my 
seat,  voted  nnder  the  influence  of  that  bdief ; 
uid  I  tell  my  worthy  colleogne,  Qir.  Polk,) 
that  that  opinion  remains  unchanged  by  any 
thing  that  I  heard  from  him  in  the  conrse  of  his 
remarks. 

This  road  is  one  of  the  first  importance  to 
the  Government  in  three  points  of  view :  mili- 
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tary  pnrpoBes,  nudl  transportaticm,  and  lid, 
though  not  leaist,  oommerciaL 

Speaking  of  it  as  a  military  road,  I  must  call 
into  my  aid  plmn  common  sense,  as  1  am  m 
possessed  of  mndi  book  infonnation.  Hj  ne« 
of  the  United  SUtes  in  its  warlike  prepsnlJMia 
is,  that  it  may  be  compared  to  the  eocompDenl 
of  an  army  in  an  enemy'a  county  whea  ton- 
manded  by  a  skilful  general.  That  encimp- 
ment  is  in  a  hollow  square,  keeping  in  ths  cesbt 
a  portion  of  his  beattroopa,  inorder,if  atUcbd 
on  any  side,  to  throw  this  reserved  foice  to  lie 
place  of  attack.  Now,  the  United  States  ht 
frontiers  around  all  the  States  except  EentDck; 
and  Tennessee :  they  are  hi  the  eentre  d  this 
great  encampment,  and  ready  to  be  thrown  to 
the  defence  of  the  line  attacked.  IVill  yon, 
then,  refuse  to  give  them  a  road  to  go  apoDto 
flght^  not  for  their  own  peraonal  ssJelj'.tist 
thatoftheirconntry!  TheyaresafeityDuMrt 
them  to  defend  themselves,  for  their  ftonlin 
and  seaboard  neighbors  must  be  cot  dam  to 
reach  them :  bnt  they  do  not  wait  for  dsngtr  to 
themselves — thoy  volunteer,  and  bare  tbeir 
bosoms  to  the  bayonet  of  the  enemy  fw  tlieir 
exposed  neighbors,  and  sarely  it  must  U  im- 
portant to  make  them  good  nwds. 

The  month  of  the  Ujasissippi  is  yaj  impor- 
tant, and  may  be  said  to  be  the  key  of  de  vhols 
Western  country.  Suppose  that  a  foreign  iot 
should  take  possession  of  It,  and  lock  up  iti 
mouth,  it  would  strike  at  the  mterwtofniiieDf 
our  States  and  one  Territory.  Mobile  ia  rtiD 
more  Indefensible  than  New  Orleans,  sod  de- 
pends upon  East  Tennessee  for  succor.  Gtot- 
gia  will  have  to  look  to  her  own  frontier,  m 
will  not  be  able  to  assist.  It  isj  therefore,  ill- 
important  to  make  this  road,  which  mns  thite- 
hnndred  miles  through  Tennessee,  and  etossw 
the  Tombigbee,  in  Alabama,  below  tiie  monih 
of  the  Black  Warrior  Kiver,  where  steamU^ 
run,  and  troops  and  provisions  could  be  eirned 
on  this  rood  to  that  point,  and  then  sent  down 
to  HobUe.  Sir,  the  people  of  the  lower  own- 
try  do  not  raise  provisions  to  support  so  snoj 
--hardly  for  themaelvea;  for,  like  aU  otlen, 
they  raise  that  from  which  they  can  iii»ka 
most,  and  it  so  happens  that  that  a  wHon  m 
sugar.  East  Tennessee,  through  wbicb  Itis 
road  is  to  mn,  is  the  place  from  whence  tier 
supply  must  come,  as  well  of  providona  as  men ; 
and  I  have  tilled  the  lands  of  that  valley  woe 
enough  to  know,  experimentally,  thsl  if  J°i 
give  us  the  channel  upon  whicn  to  sendtM 
proviuons,  we  con  raise  them. 

This  road,  if  made,  passes  throngh  the  wim- 
try  which  was  the  scene  of  suffering  dnrug  If 
late  war.  Perhaps,  from  mj  participstioii  m 
those  times,  I  feel  more  on  the  sutyect  im  I 
otherwise  would,  I  cannot,  whatever  <ma 
may  do,  forget  the  difficulties  and  tronblHM 
that  day,  and  much  of  it  arose  from  tb*  »"« 
of  such  a  road  as  the  biU  now  propose*  to  mu- 
I  saw,  on  the  line  of  this  iwd,  your  tax  m 
diseased  soldiers,  who  were  fighting  for  I™ 
country,  wadtpg  through  mud  and  vtsa,  t""*' 
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the  measlM  and  other  diseases  were  fastened 
upon  them.  Oaonrretamfromthe  Hone-shoe 
to  Fort  WiUlflioa,  we  had  to  carry  onr  sick  and 
wounded,  some  on  horseb&ok,  and  others  on 
blsTB,  by  their  brother  soldiers.  From  Fort 
Jackson  to  Fort  WUliamB  it  fell  to  m;  lot  to  be 
one  of  the  officers  of  the  rear  goard ;  onr  dnty 
vas  to  keep  the  men  before  us,  and  leave 
none  behind.  From  hnnger,  sickness,  and  fa- 
tigne,  they  kept  foiling  back,  nntil  they  f^ 
exceeded  the  nninber  of  the  guard ;  some  bad 
eat  nothing  for  foor  or  five  days,  and  they 
literally  gave  up  to  die,  and  sought  every  op- 
poitonity  to  dodge  the  gnard  and  hide  behind 
toga  and  brash,  and  risk  the  savBges  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  fatigae  of  travel,  nnder  the  prospect 
of  atarvation.  1  am  confident  in  the  opinion 
that  no  man  living,  save  the  very  distingnished 
general  who  had  the  command,  oonld  have  kept 
ID  snbjection  men  in  their  condition.  He  was 
kind  ud  tender  to  them,  and  treated  them  as  a 
parent  vontdhis  ohildren ;  he  gave  his  own  horses 
to  the  aick  soldiers,  and  took  to  the  mud  and 
irater  with  the  rest ;  bnt  those  who  were  in- 
clined to  be  disobedient  he  forced  into  obedience. 
Who,  ur,  were  these  soldiers  that  endnred  all 
this  suffering?  They  were  neither  enlisted  nor 
hired  men ;  they  were  the  respectable  freemen 
of  Tennessee,  many  from  my  own  district,  who 
rolnnteered,  and  loft  their  wives  and  children 
as  widows  and  orphans,  to  defend  the  liberties 
of  the  oonntry.  Bnt  yon  etsrvod  them  in  war 
for  the  want  of  a  road  to  carry  them  provisions ; 
fon  diseased  them  by  vnbjectmg  them  to  tmdge 
through  rand,  and  wade  waters,  for  the  want 
of  a  road ;  and  now  your  country's  flag  is  float- 
ing in  peace,  and  yon  are  willing,  if  yon  rdect 
this  bill,  to  let  them  again  endure  thelike  affiio- 
tions.  Let  me  tell  you,  this  road  is  more  needed 
than  many  of  your  other  preparations  for  defence. 
It  has  been  my  happy  tot  to  live  among  the 
monntains  boys,  as  they  are  sometimes  CEdled. 
I  have  been  with  them  in  the  field  of  battle  in 
one  war,  and  I  can  assnre  yon,  if  the  servants 
of  the  people  will  do  their  duty,  and  ^ve  to  ns 
Toada  so  that  we  can  travel  to  Uie  points  of  dan- 
ger, yon  never  will  again  see  the  smoke  of  an 
enemy's  fire  upon  the  walls  of  this  capitol.  The 
people  to  he  benefited  by  this  road  are  in  a 
ritnation  to  ask  little  from  the  Government,  bnt 
they  aak  yon  to  prepare  the  means  of  derence 
before  another  war  may  overtake  yon,  and  they, 
for  the  want  of  them,  be  again  exposed  to  snfi'er 
sickness  and  famine.  The  ntiUty  of  this  road 
for  mul  purposes  does  not  Mem  very  clear  to 
some  of  its  opponents.  The  gentleman  from 
tforth  Carolina  (Ur.  Oabsos)  says,  that  upon 
this  road  to  Nashville  we  now  have  six  mails  a 
week,  and  on  his  bnt  one,  therefore  there  is  no 
need  for  this  road  for  mail  porposes.  If  the 
gentleman  means  that  going  and  returning 
UKiold  each  be  connted,  then  we  have  six  muls 
to  that  place ;  batj  counting  in  the  same  way, 
I  conld  make  twice  a  week  npon  his  ronte. 
The  growing  importance  of  all  that  new  and 
sdvancing  ocnmt^,  and  its  increase  of  popula- 


tion, renders  it  probable  that  the  time  is  close 
at  hand,  when  tlie  neeeerity  for  a  d^y  mail  on 
that  route  will  arise.  The  gentieman  fr-om 
Virginia  (Mr.  Baeboub)  admitted,  as  I  thought 
all  wonld^  the  importance  of  this  road  in  that 
point  of  view.  When  the  cost  of  mail  trans- 
portation is  now  looked  at  npon  tbat  ronte,  can 
it  be  pOBwble  that  there  is  any  one  who  would 
not  agree  to  the  benefits  to  flow  tioni  making 
this  road  as  a  mere  post  road,  and  the  advan- 
tages to  the  citLcens  who  live  npon  it  ?  Bnt  I 
wUI  now  pass  to  the  benefit  whioh  oan  be  felt, 
and  properly  weighed,  by  the  fanners  of  onr 
country.  I  mean  that  of  aiding  trade  and  in- 
teroonrse.  Take  a  view  of  this  road  and  the 
country  through  which  it  passes ;  It  blls  into 
the  valley  of  vii^ia,  west  of  the  mountwns, 
and  traverses  that  valley  nntil  it  intersects  the 
ridges  at  the  head  of  the  Boanoke,  thence  to 
the  head  of  Eolston,  through  one  of  the  t>est 
graang  oonntries  in  the  Union,  and  passing 
tiirongn  the  whole  extent  of  Sast  Tennessee. 
For  several  hnndred  mites  on  that  way  the 
lands  are  rich,  and  present  the  most  inviting 
prospects  to  the  farmer  and  grazier,  bnt  unfor- 
tunately must  depend  npon  luid  tnmsportation 
for  the  means  of  interchange  of  their  prodocta 
with  other  more  favored  quarters.  I  said  tliat 
I  was  a  farmer,  yes,  a  practical  farmer,  and  I 
know  how  to  sympaUuze  with  that  claaa.  I 
know  what  it  Is  to  labor  thronghont  the  sum- 
mer in  the  hnming  eon,  and  have  on  hand 
throughout  the  fall  and  winter  the  product  of 
your  labor,  if  not  spoiling  on  your  hand,  lying 
uncalled  for,  for  the  want  of  outlets  to  market. 
The  farmer  is  the  oloss  for  whom  your  legisla- 
tion should  mmnly  provide ;  they  till  the  earth 
and  feed  the  country;  yes,  we  who  are  now 
the  great  men  of  the  nation,  legislating  in  this 
splendid  hall,  were  sent  here  by  them,  and  they 
are  now  feeiing  ns  by  the  sweat  of  their  brows. 
They  have  been  oppreesed  and  borne  down  in 
the  country  from  which  I  oome  on  aeoount  of 
the  chann^  in  whioh  their  money  has  hereto- 
fore been  appropriated  by  this  body.  I  do  not 
understand  genuemen  when  they  tuk  about  the 
revenue  being  raised  in  the  groat  cities  or  sea- 
ports ;  my  experienoe  teaches  me  that  the  oon- 
snmer  pays  this  revenue,  and  my  oonstituenta 
pay  their  proportion ;  and  how  has  it  gone  since 
the  estabhshment  of  the  Government  ?  Upon 
tide  water.  Has  any  thing  gone  to  the  quarter 
titrongh  which  this  road  is  asked  to  be  madet 
No,  not  the  first  dollar. 

My  colleagne  (Mr.  Poi:a)  cautions  ns  agtunst 
this  system  of  internal  improvements,  because 
it  is  unequal  and  unjost.  1  tell  him  that  which 
has  been  porsued  is  thennequal  and  ni^ust  sys- 
tem ;  and  this  is  the  only  one  that  our  people, 
who  live  off  tide  water,  oan  ever  expect  to  be 
benefited  from.  I  tell  my  colleague  that  the 
farmers  of  Tennessee  will  inquire  more  strictly 
into  the  oorreotness  of  our  votes,  tlian  our  fine 
speeohes;  tbey  will  rise  in  their  rai^esty,  and 
put  down  those  politioians  who  will  not  repre- 
sent thnr  interests  tmly ;  and  whilst  be  is  |^t- 
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iog  cautions,  he  raoBt  pardon  me  for  taking  the 
libertj  of  giving  him  mine,  take  care  that  he 
represents  the  claea  of  which  I  have  just  epokt 
I  know  that  most  of  the  people  in  the  seoti 
of  country  from  whence  I  comc^  are  aware 
the  importance  to  them  of  connecting,  hj  canal 
or  railroad,  the  waters  of  the  Tenneaaee  with 
the  Coosa,  sud  in  that  manner  gain  an  impor- 
tant outlet  for  their  produce,  and,  in  my  opinion, 
that  would  be  of  more  local  benefit  than  this 
road ;  but,  sir,  the  interest  of  the  oonntry 
qnires  that  both  shonld  be  done — make  good 
roadB,  open  yonr  rivers ;  then  your  farmers  will 
be  stimolated  to  industry  ;  all  men  need  some- 
thing to  stimulate  them,  even  the  members  oe 
tbia  floor — I  do  not  mean,  to  try  for  places  oi 
this  floor,  that  is  already  sofBciantly  strong , 
I  neOD  to  do  their  duty  when  they  get  here.  I 
confess  that  I  have  sometimes  thought  that 
some  of  the  people's  servants  forgot  t^at  they 
had  masters ;  indeed,  I  very  mnoh  fear  that  the 
result  of  this  vote  will  tend  to  confirm  that  be- 
lief. I  have  this  measure  mnch  at,  heart,  Bir, 
it  comes  home  in  its  benefits  to  the  poor  and 
needy ;  the  very  day-laborer  is  to  find  a  place 
to  reap  the  reward  of  his  industry.  I  am,  there- 
fore; tee  more  impcrtnnato.  I  never  could  set 
the  reason  why  improvements  conld  be  consti- 
tutionolly  mode  on  tidewater;  and  the  moment 
yon  left  it,  the  oonstitntion  was  too  narrow  to 
cover  such  work.  This  seems  to  be  the  modern 
doctrine,  and  thongh  it  snita  some  learned  and 
wise  men,  it  will  neither  snit  me  nor  tJie  peo- 
ple I  represent ;  and  I  think  some  other 
gentlemen  of  this  House  will  find,  also,  that 
those  who  swing  the  moU  and  axe  will  not  be 
BO  well  pleased  with  speeches  filled  with  oonsti- 
tational  law  as  common  sense  voting,  bringing 
home  to  them  benefits  and  blessings  which  they 
con  feel  and  realize.  I  tmst  in  Ood  that  they 
will  rise,  and  force  their  servants  so  to  read  the 
constitution  as  to  inolnde  the  neglected  parts 
of  this  Union,  for  which  we  now  ask  this  reason- 

I  have  not  hod  much  experience  in  legislation, 
but  I  have  been  here  long  enoogh  to  know  diat 
tide  water  has  been  the  spoiled  child  of  this 
Government  I  see  on  yonr  table,  and  on  pas- 
sage, bills  to  open  months  of  rivers^  build  sea- 
walls, improve  harbors,  and  vanous  other 
things,  to  which  I  bear  no  man  object ;  but 
when  we  fh>m  the  other  side  of  the  ridge  ask 
for  something  to  be  done  to  benefit  the  Union 
at  large,  and  onr  constituents  in  partjoular,  then 
the  constitution  adopted  for  the  whole  United 
States  is  too  narrow  to  reach  us,  and  some  of 
our  folk  Join  in  saying,  if  we  stretch  it  from 
tide  water  it  will  tear.  Indeed,  it  does  seem 
to  me  that  some  genOemen  think  that  constitu- 
tion, commerce,  and  every  thing  stops  with  tide 
water.  They  might  as  well  try  to  convince  me 
that  a  goose,  swimming  in  tide  water,  turns  to 
aterrapin  when  it  gets  above,  as  that  commerce 
ceases  to  be  commercewbenit  is  pntintoaboat 
or  wagon.  Sir,  this  may  be  soimd  argnment 
Tith  hair-epUtW)g  politicians,  bat  it  woiild  be 


laughed  at  by  our  common  plonghbt^L  If 
the  good  people  of  Teimessee  can  be  blinded  b; 
reasoning  which  tends  to  license  the  eipodt- 
tnre  of  their  moneys  for  all  'the  seacOMi  pn- 
Jeota,  and  nothing  for  defenrive  means  imcmg!! 
them,  I  shall  confess  that  my  collesgne  (Hr. 
Poi«)  is  representing  tbeir  wishes,  UMXigli  I 
shall  never  believe  it  to  be  thrar  interests. 

I  have  but  little  knowledge  of  the  cenalitB- 
tional  law,  bnt  I  can  understand  plain  Euglifh, 
and  the  oonstitutJon  reads  thtu :  OonfrcM  sbU 
have  power  to  "  regnlate  oommnoe  with  fbreip 
nations,  omone,  the  several  States,  aod  with  tlie 
Indian  tribes."  This  means  commerce  caniid 
on  between  different  States,  just  like  oomincru 
with  foreign  nations,  and  the  some  can  b«  doM 
for  both,  unless  the  modem  notion  sbsU  preTul, 
that  there  is  no  commerce  off  the  tide  wUer  lo 
regalate. 

On  the  plan  which  I  have  adopted,  the  n^ 
lected  portions  of  onr  oonntry  would  be  im- 
proved, and  life  and  spirit  given  to  the  hus- 
bandman. The  farmer  conld  find  a  rtsdj 
market  for  the  prodncte  of  his  indoatrj,  life  ud 
energy  would  take  the  place  of  indolence  tnd 
sloth ;  the  farmer  wonld  then  whistle  liter  bit 
plough,  and  the  benefits  wonld  be  felt  throiqifa' 
out  society  ;  the  cheerful  wife,  with  her  pnl- 
tling  infant^  the  pride  and  ornament  of  our 
country,  wootd  Join  their  husbands  and  fitheii, 
and  would  prononnce  a  bleasing  upon  ths  poli- 
ticians who  wero  instrumental  in  confeniog  llua 
good. 

I  have  heard  the  sufferings  and  scrrcwj  ol 
onr  revolutionary  worthies  pathetirall?  ^ 
scribed  by  gentlemen  on  this  floor,  with  which 
I  have  been  edified  and  charmed;  but,  lir, 
when  I  am  abont  to  get  the  information  «i  th« 
satjeot  from  the  most  impressive  source,  I  *>S 
go  to  the  aclor  himself.  I  have  heard  the  l»la 
of  their  sufferings  fk>m  themselves ;  bov  th<j 
marked  with  their  bloody  feet  the  ftWn  euth, 
and  endured  all  that  could  be  imposed  iqwi 
them  to  purchase  for  ns  this  Govemm«il,  vbia 
is  certainly  the  best  upon  tie  earth.  Thej*"- 
riched  it  fbr  us  with  their  own  blood;  audib™ 
we,  like  drones,  misimprove  the  means  vhicb 
have  been  put  in  our  power  to  benefit  av- 
selves  and  posterity  t  Shall  we  skim  the  nr- 
face  of  this  delightfid  country,  and  render  it 
barren  and  waste  (  No,  we  would  be  unwor- 
thy of  being  called  the  descendants  of  snceston 
so  brave  and  noble.  Let  ns  put  forth  onr  hsndj 
and  improve  it,  and  give  to  its  high-minded  in- 
habitants all  the  facilities  in  our  power,  bjwo- 
stracting  for  them  roads  and  canals,  sna  m- 
proving  their  rivers;  then  shall  wemenliM 
name  of  representatives  of  a  free  and  enlipit- 
ened  people.  Pursuing  this  gystem,  jeo  ™ 
bind  together  the  North  and  the  South,  kA 
prevent  jealousy  and  distrust,  which  iino*  Ml 
too  apparent.  Then  yon  wonld  hear  nothing 
said  about  States  flying  off  frtm  their  wIm^ 
and  rebelling  against  the  Union,  All  "■ow"  " 
bound  together  in  boods  of  haimonj  and  pesMi 
and  when  oar  posterity  game  into  oor  pl»«^ 
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Ouf  vonld  have  the  pleasing  reSeotion  that 
the;-  too  hod  oKtae  for  holding  in  offeotionste 
remembrance  those  who  had  preserved,  in 
health  and  vigor,  their  beloved  cotmtry. 

Mr.  Cbooktit,  of  TennesMe,  aabmitted  an 
amendment,  providingthat  the  roada  eboiild 
mn  from  the  dtj^  of  Washington,  In  a  direct 
roDta,  to  Memph^  on  the  Uisaianppi  Biver,  in 
the  western  diatriot  of  Tennenee. 

In  rapport  of  Ills  amendment,  Ur.  0.  a^d,  he 
vaa  tmlj  sorrr,  imder  exiatinv  cdronnutancea, 
to  txonble  the  oommittee  with  ao^  remarks 
upon  the  BnI:|}eot,  eqiei^alljr  as  a  oonaideMble 
portion  of  time  bad  alreadj  been  eoiuiimed  hy 
the  Bepreeentalavea  from  hiia  State,  no  lees  than 
taar  gentlemen  from  Tranenee  having  ad- 
dressed the  oconmittee,  (Ueaars.  Blur.  Isaozs, 
Pole,  and  SrAKDim,)  all  of  whom  (said  Ur. 
0.)  are  mnob  better  qoalified  to  pve  light  on 
this  snljeot  than  ntjam. 

When  (he  emtiuaed)  I  oonslder  the  few  op- 
portonitiee  which  I  have  had  to  obtain  Informa' 
ti<»t  on  ttds  imptfftant  topie,  I  shrink  at  the 
idea  of  addretring  so  intel%ent  a  bodf  as  this, 
npon  matters  relating  to  it  Xj  lip*  would  be 
sealed  in  riknoe,  were  I  not  fbllj  convidced 
that  there  baa  been,  in  some  instanoea,  apaitial 
and  improper  legislation  resorted  to  dnriiig  the 
preaent  leaiioii.  I  was  elected  from  the  west- 
em  distriot  of  Tenseesee,  after  declaring  mynelf 
a  Mend  to  this  measore ;  and  I  came  here  qnite 
hot  for  the  road — yes,  the  fever  was  upon  me ; 
bat  I  confess  I  am  getting  quite  cool  on  the 
subject  of  expending  money  for  the  gratification 
of  certain  gentlemen  who  happen  to  have  dif- 
ferent views  from  those  I  enterUun.  Let  ns  in- 
qoire  where  this  money  comee  from.  It  will 
be  fonnd  that  even  oar  poor  dtizens  have  to 
eontribnte  towards  the  sapplj.  I  have  not  for- 
gotten  how  I  first  fonnd  my  way  to  this  Eonse ; 
I  pledged  myself  to  the  p>od  people  who  sent 
me  here,  that  I  wonld  oppose  certain  tariff 
meBaores,  and  strive  to  remove  the  duties  npon 
salt,  eogar,  coffee,  and  other  artaclea,  which  the 
poor,  as  well  as  the  rich,  are  from  necessity 
compelled  to  consume.  The  dntiea  on  these 
artides  are  felt  to  be  oppresave  b^  my  fellow- 
dtizena;  and,  as  long  as  I  can  raise  my  voioe, 
I  will  oppose  the  odious  system  which  sanotionB 

Those  who  sustain  the  Oovemment,  and  fur- 
nish iha  meansj  have,  by  the  illiberality  of  their 
servant^  been  kept  in  ignoranoe  of  the  true 
cause  of  some  of  th^  sufferings  These  servants, 
after  the  people  intmst  them  with  tb^  oonfl- 
denoe,  too  often  ibrget  the  interest  of  tlieir  em- 
l^t^rers,  ttod  are  led  away  by  smne  designing  gen- 
tlemen, who,  to  gratify  some  wild  notion,  are  al- 
most wlUing  to  enslave  the  poorer  class  at  least 
I  am  one  of  those  who  are  called  self-taught  men ; 
by  the  kindness  of  my  neighbors,  and  some  ex- 
ertion of  my  own,  I  have  been  rwsed  from  ob- 
scurity wiUiont  an  education.  I  am  therefore 
compelled  to  addreaa  the  oommittee  in  the  lan- 
•e  of  a  farmer,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  un- 
I  do  not  mean  to  o^ose  internal 


improvements — my  votes  on  that  ant^ect  wHl 
show  that  I  am  an  internal  improvement  man, 
though  I  cannot  go,  as  the  Kentuokian  says, 
"  the  whole  hog."  I  will  imly  go  as  Ear  as  the 
^tuation  of  the  country  will  admit,  so  for  as 
not  to  oppress.  I  will  not  say  that  I  will  vote 
against  the  bill  nnder  all  dronmstanceo,  yet,  at 
tnia  moment,  I  oonaid^  it  a  wild  notion  to 
carry  the  road  to  the  extent  oontemplat«d,  from 
BuSklo  to  thla  city,  and  from  this  to  New  Or- 
leans. Adopt  my  amendment,  and  you  will 
shorten  the  distance  five  hmidred  miles,  which 
will  sav&  In  the  ontaet,  upwards  of  seven  hun- 
dred and  fifty  thooaand  dollar*  to  the  conntry. 
Is  not  this  worthy  the  consideration  of  the  com- 
mitteel  Besides,  it  would,  In  a  measure,  be 
useless  to  open  the  road  as  contemplated  by  the 
bill.  I  recollect  there  waa  a  road  opened  by 
the  army,  ftom  tiie  lower  end  of  the  Uusele 
ahoals,  on  the  Tennessee  Biver,  to  Lake  Font- 
chartndn,  and  thence  to  New  Orleans,  and  now 
it  is  grown  up,  except  about  one  hundred  and 
twentv  milea,  so  that  it  is  impassable ;  this  is 
aooor^ng  to  information  I  have  reouved  from 
gentlemen  who  are  aoquunted  with  the  rood. 

Frran  East  TenneMce  to  New  Orleans  it  must 
be  upward*  of  ei^t  hundred  miles;  from  that 
place  to  Ifemphii^  I  mean  flnm  where  the  road 
would  pass,  between  two  and  tiiree  hondred, 
I  am  well  aoqnaiutod  withthclooal  sitnation  of 
East  Tennessee,  and  do  not  doubt  that  it  wonld 
be  of  great  use  to  make  a  good  rood  from  Mem- 
phis to  this  city.  The  contemplated  road  is  to 
commence  at  Buffalo,  come  to  this  city,  and 

S  thence  to  New  Orleans.  But  suppose  we 
onld  say  it  ware  l>eBt  to  begin  at  Memphis, 
snd  come  to  this  place  I  Will  this  be  opposed  1 
Will  the  mle  not  work  both  ways  t  If  not,  it 
is  a  bad  concwn.  I  tm  astonished  that  certain 
of  onr  eastern  fnends  have  become  so  kind  to 
OH.  They  ore  qnite  willing  to  aid  in  distribut- 
ing aportion  of  the  national  funds  among  db  of 
the  west  This  was  not  so  once.  And,  if  I  am 
not  deceived,  their  present  kindness  is  merely 
a  bait  to  cover  the  nook  which  is  intended  to 
haul  in  the  western  and  southern  people ;  and 
when  we  are  hooked  over  the  bsrh,  we  will 
have  to  yidd.  Their  policy  reminds  me  of  a 
certidn  man  in  the  State  of  Ohio,  who,  having 
caught  a  raccoon,  plesed  it  in  a  ba^,  and,  as  he 
was  on  hia  way  home,  he  met  a  neighbor,  who 
was  anxlons  to  know  what  he  had  in  his  bap. 
He  waa  told  to  pat  his  hand  in  and  feel,  and  in 
doing  eo  he  was  Mt  throngh  the  flnsers ;  he 
then  a^ed  what  It  was,  and  was  tola  that  it 
was  only  a  bite.  I  fear  that  our  good  eastern 
friends  have  a  hook  and  a  bite  for  as ;  and,  if  we 
are  once  fiwtened,  it  wilt  close  the  concern.  We 
may  then  despair  of  paying  the  national  debt ; 
we  may  bid  farewell  to  all  other  internal  im- 
provements; and,  finally,  we  mav  bid  farewell 
to  ell  bcpes  of  ever  redndn^  ontiea  on  any 
thing.  This  is  hoqestly  my  opinion ;  and  again 
I  say,  I  cannot  consent  to  "go  the  whole  hog." 
Bat  I  will  go  as  ftir  as  Memphis.  There  let  mis 
gTMt  road  strike  the  Uiseisuppi,  where  th« 
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Bteambo&ts  are  paefling  every  hour  in  tl»  di^ 
and  night;  where  yon  can  board  a  Rteambost^ 
and,  in  Beren  or  ei^t  daja,  go  to  Now  Orleans 
and  bflck ;  where  tnere  is  no  ohetnicition  at  any 
time  of  the  year.    I  would  thrak  any  i 

show  this  committee  the  use  of  a  road 

wi]I  ma  paralle]  with  the  IQwiflaippi  fbr  five  or 
riz  hundred  milea.  Will  any  man  uj  that  the 
road  wonld  be  preferred  to  the  river  either  for 
tranaportation  or  trftvelUiigt  No,  dr.  Thai, 
!■  not  your  project  oseleas,  and  will  it  not  prove 
am  improper  expenditure  of  the  pnUto  ftinds  to 
attranpt  to  carry  the  road  beyond  Uemphiat 

New  Orleans  has  local  advantages  whloh 
nothinx  oan  take  from  her;  it  cannot  iqinr* 
ber  to  nave  the  road  termlnBte  at  Uonphls; 
and  if  the  tokI  should  so  termiaato,  it  wonld 
be  on  the  direct  ronte  from  this  dly  to  the 

niviuoe  of  Texas,  which  I  hope  will  (me  d&y 
ong  to  the  ¥mted  States,  and  that  at  no 
great  distanoe  of  time. 

These  oonrideratjons,  I  thin^  are  entitied  to 
tiie  notice  of  the  committee.  If  we  mnst  bur- 
den the  people  by  a  great  expenditore,  let  ns 
endeavor  to  do  it  with  a  view  to  the  general 
good  of  the  country.  As  to  the  dd'ance  of  the 
oonntrr,  every  man  mnrt  know  that  the  valley 
of  the  Miasisdppl  oon  prodace  a  snffldent  nnm- 
ber  of  troops  to  meet  any  enemy  who  may  have 
the  ondsoity  or  vanity  to  attack  oar  western 
fttmtiera  or  New  Orleans — that  noted  battle 
gronnd,  where,  a  few  yean  idnce,  we  made 
tiie  most  poweriiil  enemy  on  earth  tremble; 
where  the  prond  troope  of  England,  headed  by 
their  hangn^  Lord  Facienham,  so  eoon  be- 
came tired  of  onr  present  Obitf  Magistavte  and 
hia  brave  little  band.  Ve  are  at  presokt  ma«^ 
•trooger  than  dmdng  the  last  war ;  and  if  we 
deura  to  transport  on  army  to  New  Orieans,  or 


any  thing  else,  natore  has  famished  ns  vitii 
the  best  road  in  the  world,  tiie  importcnce  at 
which  we  have  once  experienced.  Bhtmld  it 
ever  happen  that  yonr  heave  aoldieia^  wlw 
fo^it  so  gaDantlj  at  Bladensbntg;  dnnld  be 
ealud  on  to  render  na  aaidstance^  lahoaldbeta 
favor  of  tbeir  taking  a  water  passage  at  Uem- 
phia;  a  ride  on  tite  water,  and  a  pleasant  up 
or  two,  might  reomit  their  strei^^  and  sutafn 
tbdr  natural  tavvery.  I  do  not  antimpate  that 
those  heroea  will  ever  be  called  on  to  jmiteet 
ns;  if  there  is  a  call,  it  will  be  on  the  trther 
ride;  and  it  is  now  to  be  regred«d  that  yoa 
bad  not  been  ^ded  here  by  a  few  Eentncky 
and  Tennessee  boys,  in  yonr  brave  exertimu  to 
prevent  the  disgnioefol  bnming  of  the  o^tlttd. 

Li  the  distiiot  which  I  represent^  there  m 
dghteen  oomitiea,  in  the  whole  of  wkidi  there 
Is  not  a  spot  of  gronnd  twuity^ve  mflea  from 
a  navigable  stream;  and,  fbr  my  part,  I  wodd 
much  rather  see  the  pnt^o  mtmey  expended  in 
clearing  ont  those  river^  tiisn  in  opuitng  roads. 
By  the  Bill,  fifteen  bnndred  dollars  per  mile  is  to 
beeq>ended.  Thia,Ifear,  wonldbe  botanco- 
teringwedge^  BntwewiUsnppoMtberoad  to 
be  fifteen  hundred  mHea  in  let^tii;  at  this  rata 
it  wonld  ooBt  two  miDicns  two  bnikdred  and 
fif^  thonaaztd  doQan.  Bnt  I  betieve  the  dis- 
tance to  be  brther  than  geatlemeo  have  eal- 
onlated,  and  the  expense  will  be  greater. 

Mr.  OoiLnnr  gave  his  reasona  i^ainat  the 
measnre,  althou^  friendly  to  the  system  of 
internal  improvement. 

The  debate  was  continued  by  ICeesn.  Coxx, 
(haaoa,  OxAia,  of  Virginia,  Brtiavt,  Pnni^ 
and  BAHsniflKB;  bnt,  before  a  votewaa  tskca 
m  the  final  ^eslicD, 

The  eommittee  roee,  and  repeated  progroH. 
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▲sua,  Joan  QmiiiT,  Umifa  M  M  mmtaa  ct  Mth  Oon- 
mM,  WO;  uett,  MS;  TDM  tor,  M  ?TMld«9t,  In  ISM, 


Unmth  «U  a«  biulBMi  00  th*  dookat,  lU ;  (beir  dmtr 
to  attud  to  Oa  pnbllo  ^nUiiM.  U»;  tha  ebloT  otd«t 
for  wUsh  (inUfmen  u*  to  bo  dtUUM  If  tb*  nBUac  of 
Pnddwt,  UO;  tho  tin*  fto  adlmiUDODt  loo  noB  fci 
IhouuuitafbBriBMiillO;  fbith(vd«bttO|lll;  tmoId- 


, -.-itla^-ia  tho  HoBNk  ■  WH  gnaOtig 

ooWn  ntlaiatihod  kadi  loi  coiddond,  IBI;  ordnod 

toBtUidmdliicIM. 

^Ja»aD>a,Tol<lbrPiMUaBtldU»tWl  AMfiKl<^TolL«,& 

AiBunm,  KuK,  <a  tlu  tuUr  Mil.  IM;  SopnwBtaUn 

fims  Tbiinl*,  STtt  on  tho  pv  of  BOnbm,  ML    jSm 

i^ToLl;! 


from VirilaU, m.    SuI»d4K,nlM.t,1,a,». 
AZMtam,  Wiuu,  BopnoontatlTO  ttom  Bntli  OuvUa^  BH; 

OB  pat^snlBg  Uw  dootloB  ef  OoA,  R&    At  JMa% 

T0lI.%«,i^B.f. 
JauHa  aland.— A4  Fitdm,  toL  & 
ilrrr— '-mf  ^  a«  itmnnA  ^  lb  Awh^-Am  JMm^ 

tdLS, 
AmtKdmml  tf»*  CbiMNM(M,-«N  JioAat  nil.  1, 1,  t, 

AasoMv,  Joi>,  Um  om*  oC  om  JMa^  toL  B,  SrO^iy- 

,«athotuWbUl,M!a  - 


back  on  nun,  8TB.    Bt  Judim,  toIo.  B,  t. 
AiiaiL,  ViLUAs  e^  EapFootnbmTB  from  Sow  York,  fit 
AppetMntnU,  attaMtt.—Btt  Indtm,  rOL  & 


JrOml  «Mli  to  tt*  iraoy^Io  tho  Hono^  naotaltaH 
nOUlTO  to  iboUoUDft  Ao,  oflknd,  ff»;  H  ihonld  bo 
loft  to  tho  dlmaoD  or  Indhldiuli,  BIB;  hno  tho 
tfbot  of  ndDdBs  tho  ofldOMr  ud  imjaOilnc  tlw 
oonnc*  0/  odlon,  Bro;  no  pnetlcol  nonlu  will  Mlow 
tho  odaplian  at  tho  rwdaHan,  BTl ;  udont  fiatt  norv 
eonMbnto  to  tho  hoolth  oi  ponnouDt  oomlbrt  of  Ih* 
alloi  nt  wddlor,  All ;  ImpoUoj  o/  onlomiliic  ta  oot- 
not  U  b;  ft  pnUUtoiy  low,  wUoh  ml^t  nloo  tho  qMt 
<f  BloBOatoat^tn;  It  li  ooi  do^  to  i^ko  tte  oiot^ 
III;  UMhdmgat  oond,  oxlendlas  Um  rooolnDoa  to 
mambon  atCcafttm,  In,  BIS;  oDuodmont  Iott,tnt 
noolntlooo  ofrood  to,  BIS. 

Jf^OHtat  WtHtm  BBmmdarf^^t*  Iitdam,  Tok.  T,  a 

.drkoMM  JkrNlorv.-AH  Ads,  n>L  B,  7hrr«ar<o«. 

Armeiy,  Witlir»^~S*i  Iitdtm,  tqL  a 

A«ian«M,  WnxuK,  B^notntitlT*  frmn  Tb^ali,  BTl 

^rwy.— Ib  tho  Bauto,  ■  bm  to  Bx  iDd  ndnoa  tho  mlUtey 
Mtobllilia t.  onmrtoiod.  dlB ;  tho  NH,  «U> ;  morod  to 
oipn^  tbt  pnmabU,  41B;  imoob  cf  ths  fnmM», 
4Ut  boanotBduipiHodoBlbvHftar.UB;  o  pr^o- 
Uobu  (pologr  tor  lo«liIid«i,4ia;  tho  old  prootloa^ 
4U;  thoroHouartUiHit  ■hoBMgDwtthlt.tlB;  tho 
bill  Toqalm  no  ksrto  anlock  It, tit;  tttha  bUp^ 
vHhont  a  pnamblo,  w*  mil  npon  Iho  PrmUont  ts  dga 
■  bill  iWliff  that  to  bo  i1(U  whloh  ho  hM  dadacod  la 
bowioBKdlB;  >o«htmoatmondMdpMood,(ia;  ua 
IHdra  tho  tibia,  CBl   &«  Attoa,  nU.  1, 1,  4  B,  T, 

Armf  (baw«tB«,]>r<MOHltoa  tfi-B-  Hdta,  toL  (^  aBl  Ji«- 


B^Ssra 


ititiro  fron  Hot  Tott,  BT& 
.Aooaull  #•  a«  A-MUMTt  jSHnCofy — la  Iho  Houok  raport 
a  eommlttao,  ITI;  noolDtloni  nlitlTi  to,  eamlteod, 
Ut;  litUiooooiatloottoUdlisiMMd  at  thka^knl 
KB ;  a  Mnall  aWr  from  Omt  to  iMt,  I)B ;  M  tbo  naolB. 
UoBi  ba  piMod,  IM;  otJoM  of  tho  monr,  IH;  0« 
iBifoil^  oDd  DdBMltr  of  tho  oommlttoa  wrood  OB  Iha 
Mi,  hBl  dUnod  OB^  01 M  tho  prUMlplo  iDTCdnd,  m ; 
niioiiB  tot  prinUof,  Its ;  bid  pnoHoo  to  noitTO  tho  !•- 

DottoB  to  Iqr  o«  Oo  tahli  lo< 
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eaS;otr|Mliofllia  bill,  ( 
DqwtiBeiit  from  tlHH  da 
project  of  HtibUaUDg  ■  ] 
TMUltllig  from  tha  pnwent 
anna,  ud  lutltatliignlli  i 
a«blllpKipa*«,MS;  oI4> 


A  TMj  budaqiuto  ram*^  In  taj  axlattag  tiOt  In 
tha  Imt  da^utBMDt  ^  Ui«  OoTamman^  or  Is  Ui*  mis- 
B*ror  S6llaeaiictliaraTasDa.aNi  Istsnul  omoanu  of 
tbe  oonntiy  mut  Mon  ba  tnnihiTad  from  tbs  Stata  U 


dntle*  of  th*  Atlorsar  Gsnanl,  U 

Uw  Law  Daparbnast  la  ndi  s  wrali 

thaUidledBtat«,(ISl;  (hmild 

ofTut  of  tbe  Fitcut  Oflkia  mod  tlw  pnbUcatloD  of  tlw 

lain,  ESI :  (f  ttda  bOl  Intuidad  ta  MUUIth  ■  Homa  Da- 

putOMnl,  let  It  be  allad  (0,  En ;  NcWtaea  <rf  tbe  «*fb 

aoBb«ftiI,lltl;  so  good  naoli 

of  Qw  Utomar  Isto  tlia  had  cf  ■  bDiMD,  EH 


H™li.T,4l 

d  OUo  AoUrowl.— In  tba  fianala,  a  wn  to  n- 
thoriia  a  isLacrlpUos  to,  BIO  j  pniioted  that  tlw  nb- 
ierlpUon  ahanld  be  dnwn  framthaialfaafalhetitiKta 
faiTaitad  in  votks  ot  a  similiT  chancier,  ETO ;  so  altar- 
naUra  but  the  adoptlos  of  tbla  meamra,  ETO ;  the  ftmda 
Of  the  Genanl  GDnnunast,  Is  voiki  of  Intamal  Im- 
prorasMSt,  OD^  to  baastTanlatlsf  (tukd,ti>  bai^iilad 
aaelrouii«twi«wmtAtdaDund,Bn;  I*  It  wtta  to  b^ln 
tt  the  point  at  vhleh  It  ]i  pnpoied  to  ittft  Ode  pKfeot  T 
ETl ;  not  the  period  at  whloh  cm  ImikM  ooald  b*  aoM  to 
adraotage,  Bit;  the  ayatem  at  Internal  Impi 


can  be  aoatalned  onlf  bjr  a  lUr  and  eqoal  dlitrlbnUon  of 
the  IhTOT  and  Melituica  of  the  Gorenunest,  en ;  let 
tbe  Becretary  of  the  Treanir  be  InMneted  to  aall  at 
■ooh  perloda  and  In  nch  paioela  at  ts  hU  JodgiiMOt 
>nb««t,Gn;  no  reaun  *h]r  tU>  bin  ihonld  not  be  ae- 
leot*d  aa  the  fbnndatlan  OS  vhlah  the  ajitem  ihaU  bo 
Bomnienced,B1Bi  bill  laid  on  the  tabk^  «& 
Ami  q<  Ua  ITMtad  SfcKei;-^SH  JiadM^  TOl^  1, 1, 4  E,  0,  T,  1 
Jant  JbfaetofaynMnHf J)wWei..  flu /wfa^ toL T. 

Smta^  DtpctU.—SnAdtm.ni.'I. 

Bunn,  Horn,  SepnMDtitln  tan  0>BaMtl«Bt,EI&   jSm 

Buioui,  Pmur  F^  lelatlra  to  aoamntlnc  olBeari,  Tl;  os 
the  adjonrnmcst,  lit;  oB  tha  cm*  of  WUde,  IM,  IH ; 
OB  oontnTaatlana  of  SoMlao  l^utf,  MS ;  OS  tha  cut 
rf'WlIlUraltoi|aB,I18;repo>tt  on  tba  aBnlt  os  tha 
PrtaldeDl'i  Bearatar?,  m  j  as  tba  iMaslt  os  tha  Pieal- 
dasfa  Baorotaiy,  IM;  on  the 


SlBBOin,  Joa  B^  BepraNstatln  Bos  Tlislnla,  BA 
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Wat  Fotnt,  B ;  on  nti 
£ttJMtm,nt.t. 
BaMwwbx,  BOBiBt  W^  EeprtaantatlTa  ttom  Seotb  Ob*- 

tarraettal  StiB  Orltaiu.'St  Ado^nLB. 

B&BUMaiB,  ItAma.  L.,  on  th*  ameBdmast  of  tb*  rakft 
KO ;  OS  rapitnttBg  pnbUe  docnmanti,  Mt ;  Bepnaeit- 
■tlTafrom  North  Can>llna,BT(;  on  lb*  daetaee  ((8a- 
biMHMDua,BeL    ,8m  JU«^  Tola.  8,  B. 

BAnruR,  lounOD,  on  the  OM*  ofWIlda,  IM;   c«  Oe 


BuuR,  BinniA,  on  TUtoB  at  Weat  Polsl,  11.    AtA- 

<C«^Tela.S,4,MsT,B,«. 
m,  Xowtto,  OB  amIcnUon  tt  IndUu,  10 ;  on  tb*  laiM 

Wfl,  VE ;  OB  the  ooonpatJon  ot  tha  Orefon  Hi  Tar,  STB^  tU, 

8U ;  on  th*  t*rrlloiT  of  Hnron,  IDS ;  on  RtrenehBia^ 

m-,  BepwaBtatlTa ftom HMWohniaHi, BTI ; en ladhn 

aflUi^HT.    8t*Iiuttm,y<a.l. 
Ja«T>  at  JTaig  Orltoia^-SM  Htd^m,  toL  1;  do.  t  A 

Laalt,  *u  Iltd^B,  toL  t, 
Batm»,  B.  K  B.,  BapnaentaHTa  from  *tal)«na,  fin. 
Jia—iam*mi,  tialm^.    Aa /■<le■^  toIk  ■,  E, «,  T,  K 
BnoiD,  PhiunOK,  on  the  Ohio  aasal,  U*    St  tUm, 

Tola.  ^  T,  8,  t. 
Bimuji,  TaoaAa.  SepraaentatlTa  from  Bev  Toik,  Rl 
Biti,  Jamr.  OB  land  eblsia  Is  Tenneaaea,  Ul ;  on  dg^  M ; 

on  th*  Oorabariand  mad,  BB> ;  X*pt«*aat*tlT*  ftaoi  Ta- 

B(aee,BTBl  on  Boutban  Indlau, MB ;  on  nr^ntloaa/r 

penalan*,  BBB.    Sf  Indtm,  toL  fl. 
Bill,  Bjjrtd,  Benator  tkv»  New  HampaUra,  4H ;  en  pio- 

ampdon  il^it^  Ut;  on  pv  '^  pnaan  la  tha  Kaff, 

BIT.    dM  Atfia^  Tola.  T,  S,  L 
BaaiMt,Tioiu(H.,OBtb*l«adDlBaeriIlBaonriMT;  to 
itf  the  Te(t,10B;  OB  tb*  di 

nil,  ni,  ntj  01 


Toote'areaolntioBODpnbUalaBda.tlB;  i 

(da,  4fi8;  OB  tha  aboUUon  of  dsUM,  tni**,  Ac.  M ;  OS 

thenMnnt*dlBbiiti7blll,4»T;  onpar  arparaoHlatha 


Am  Adi^  tola.  T, ».  I. 
i  Jon  IL,  OB  the  prolaat  or  Q»nl>,  m :  *■  dl*- 
itlonortharaTenBe,iai;  anthe  jBdidaij.BH;  <• 
Panama  MlnlitaB,>HL  Sm /i>d«v  *>*- ^ 
Biu,  Osoio*  If.,  Senator  from  KanBAr<  dH- 
Bmioi,  Jon,  Delefala  from  IDohlgBS,  Bn. 
.suit,  JTOMV.-Ata  Imdm,  ToL  L  ^ 

B1.UI,  Jiitm,  BapnatntatlTa  ftwa  Sontb  CanHna,  En ; 
oadlMUbntlonof  tbapobUolaBd^tW;  on  WeMPmat 


bUt*  fr«m  Tansaaae^  Bit ;  on  a  WoMan  armair,  M;  <■ 
the  BnflUo  and  Haw  Orleav  road,  Ml.     St  Hdm 
TOk  T,  8.  t. 
Bi.tK^  Tsoiua,  K,  on  th*  Inprornaant  of  tb*  Titad 
BlTOi,  iO;  on  tha  OUo  Onal,  in.    AaAAi^TaLiL 


dbyGoogle 


BomB,  *"'■"",  BcpKHnbillT*  (Mm  K«ir  Tort,  vnL 

Booh,  B*TU(r,  BapmontAtln  from  lodlau,  BIT. 

BoBi^  Pxm  L,  SapruaaUdT*  fron  Ksv  T«k,  BTI. 

BODLMVVs  J<  ^-1  BapnvenUtlTd  frmn  TIrginLA,  BT&. 

JbwidiMv  ZAMt— In  Uw  Houa,  1  bill  nbtin  to  tba  north- 
aril  bonnduT  of  Ohio,  Indluu,  mud  nitaudi,  eoBiUtrad, 
US;  atUedwatof  th*awatU5;  Iti  InportuioB,  U& 


BmAKM,  Jon,  on  Iba  iMd  mlaN  of  Umul,  WT,  HS  i  DD 
th*  Conibariud  n^  181;  on  tha  LodIitUI*  «ad  Port- 
ksd  CmuI,  »T ;  m  Mhool  luda  fn  MlMUppl,  MS,  n>. 
&*A(lakTok.T,8,>^ 

»«mf  v««M  JHffirtt,  fltUDc  rat  Dt  SSa. 

AtBli;  4/Un  wUt^-lB  Uu  Honw, ■  TMoIntlonnlKlT*  to, 
aoDiddai«4  IK;  tafcimMlon  lAsd  nliUn  to  muniN 
which  han  bean  ■doptad  to  oblatn  a  ndnia  of  vionn 
IW;  aaoHul  to  call  for  InfbrnutioB  at  bo  ea^  a  VtMg9 
of  a  nagotutlaii,  nnlan  olraninituoii  silitad  to  anhan 
tanqdctOD  of  ne^act,  ISS;  the  oozreq»ndaiMa  doaa  not 
■neat  or  aatlify  any  of  the  InqnlrlM  now  pivpoaed  to  ba 
pU  t*  Iho  KieootlTa,  nor  d«a  It  gtra  tha  Infbmutian 
vUbont  alidtlBg  vhloh  Oascreo  oonld  not  Jwtlj  ad- 
JamiB,  IW ;  HattBient  of  Hett,  1M ;  tha  treatmant 
■Sxdad  to  onr  Ohaigi  via  anah  aa  to  Indnoo  him  to 
tak*  B  Taif  aitraocdlnMT  oonno,  117 ;  ohaiga  spon  tha 
C«nnilttaa  of  roralgn  AOalra,  III ;  tba  acpodlancj'  of 
motlnc  tha  naolutlon  at  thia  time,  UT ;  ja— p  of  tha 
Piaddanfa  If laaage  at  tha  last  BeMlon.U8;  proMdnn 
of  tha  late  Chalet,  ISS ;  tnithai  dehala,  IM,  U& 

A-onA  ^iVMIa?&-A«  tuUm,  TcJa,  1,  L 

SnatmaUr  0*  U4  0»lattar*,—St4  6td»a,  toL  B. 

BMxrt,  WiLLuaLi,  onth<dravtaahimraSiiedaiig*r,tTO; 
on  tbo  Pcoiehartnln  Oanal,  8NI ;  on  th*  AuaUan  of  tha 
nim,4in.  &«  A<t«^  T6L  ». 

»-MU<Sr»li.— ,8m  A<l«,  ToL  1. 

SHb*ttf.—8t*  Iii4Mi  ToL& 

BritUi  Cmontai  Tradt.—Stt  Adam  vA.  9. 

BrIUA  MHffiiM.-&*IiuIm,To].  4 

BrUtA  Mtnitttr,  Olf*di^  sf.—Bt*  IiOtB,  ToL  4. 

SriUA  Wtl  indta  lyadt^SM  lad**,  toL  & 

Bbovb,  Xlui,  on  lazid  slalnu  In  TaunaMM,  ISO;  Bfpn- 
aaitattra  bom  HtrjUnd,  611. 

Baoin,  KuoB-Qmxu.— In  tha  Bono,  roaolntlona  en  tha 
dMtaMD^M;  ahUlfMtha  nllaf  i^thairldav  at, 
^darad,  78;  itatamant  of  hla  aOln,  and  eante  of  hla 
death.  TS ;  la  It  InDOratlac  too  ranch  on  th*  pnetloa  of 
thla  Honae  to  grant  the  meana  of  aapport  to  tha  fhrnttj ' 
K;  axamlnatlon  of  the  lam  of  Oanir«M,18;  thaHooaa 
eannotoooaMantlrpaB  thla  bill,  78)  thasnatomt 
gratoltlaa  and  pentloiu  to  tba  wtdom  and  orphi 
•oldlara,  78;  caaa  of  OoL  "■"''"ei  T8;  tha  olalm  la 
Mrongar  tai  haliig  UMeoompanlad  b7  ■  mamorial  from 
tha  widow,  It;  th«  paMaca  of  tha  bill  a  malKr  of  dat^, 
n;  thaHenaanorisbttoda  uti  of  partial  laglalatJon, 
n ;  w*  bar*  no  taattmonr  that  he  aaerUloed  ■  do!" 
th*pnIilJoBerTlca,80;  *pi«a*d*ntln  the  law  glrlni  flra 

.  jmn'  peulsn  to  tha  wldowa  if  thoaa  who  fall  In 
80;  when  onr  palilatla  oitUaM  hiT*  jlalded  their  Utm. 
nra  wa  to  mj  va  haTa  (iTan  them  a  anfflelant  n 
In  tha  (lorj  whloh  they  bare  aohleradr  SO;  aftwhoEa, 
BO;  It  aeama  to  bo  nppoatd  that  wa  haT*  ne  power  to 
lagltlat*  foe  pwUenkr  caaea,  althoo^  «a  hn*  tha  po«- 
•T  to  lailalat*  (amanll;,  n ;  h*  hii  »  ImSlj  la  wiat. 
n;  the  ptnilon  law  not  mmIocou  In  prlnalpl^  81;  If 
thU  Ull  pan,  thoaa  who  dla  m  dTll  oOlcM  Id  a  rial*  of 
poiait/,  will  b*  (Dtltlad  to  tha  aame  eonaldaiaHon  fin 
tb«(t  femiili^  81 ;  irtiat  ire  wa  omsd  to  do  f  U ;  hj 
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powwtapaatthla  bmrBJ;  It  la  aald  that  glorj  1«  tha 
*cddler-Bpar,8S;blllp«n*d,8S.    Stt  Jndta,  vO.  t. 

Bnu,  Jam  H^  on  tha  tariff  bill,  SS;  cm  Indian  appropil- 
loni,l«).    8tI<idae,to]a.S,». 

BoOKauv.  JutB,  on  rallltia  oenrti  martial,  4;  on  tba 
0*M  of  Heade,  TO;  on  the  tariff  bill.  H  «;  on  the 
natnralixaUan  lawa,  138 ;  on  tba  eaee  of  VUUem  Uor- 
■an,  170;  on  tba  olBee  of  M^or-GeneiBl,  ITS,  174; 
on  tha  eitenalon  of  time  loi  dnwback,  Itl ;  on  tbe 
ooonpatlon  of  the  Oregon  KlTar,  BT4 ;  on  tha  Comber- 
land  Boad,  Ul ;  an  the  lo>pB*ohni*at  of  Judge  Peok, 
MO;  BapnaenUtlTa  from  PanneflTanla,  CTO;  on  poat- 
ponlnc  tha  Bleotton  of  Clerk,  GTS ;  on  tha  aoanal  Tnao- 
ni7  report,  fiSO;  on  dlatrlbntlon  of  the  pnbllo  landa, 
GW;  en  tha  Jodlolai;,  KIO;  on  dlplomatlo  eipeUM, 
KM;  oaIiidlana&ira,««,WT.  fi» /wlisv  Tola  T,  8. 0. 
[nucii,  BioBLSD  A.,  on  tba  Oombotlasd  rood,  SSL  Stt 
Indim,  Tola.  T,  8,  >. 

Atfblo  atul  Sue  Orltant  JtMut— In  tba  Honaa,  a  bill  to 
eatabUab  a  national  road  tkom  Bufhlo  to  New  Orieana, 
thnngb  Waablncton,  eonildered,  688 ;  It  lude  from  two 
frontlera,  080 ;  badnaia  of  the  road  daring  the  laat  war, 
080 ;  cbanctar  of  the  popolattoB  of  Che  «nntr]'  tbroogh 
whleh  It  pauea,  OM ;  will  open  InorallTe  commonlcatlan 
between  InteraeUng  eecUoDt  of  tha  sannlrj,  WO;  ad- 
Tantafsa  of  a  road  to  New  Orleani,  tSX ;  the  tontM  mr- 
Teyad,  Ol ;  reaaone  for  preferring  the  wealem  rontea, 
091 ;  raafiona  fOr  embracing  the  two  roade  In  tha  lanie 
bin,  on ;  prelferanee  of  the  wedern  nntd,  BH ;  la  thla 
road  on  the  weatam  ronta  neeaaiarj  fbr  the  pnrpoeee  of 
tbie  conntry  Ibr  commercial,  mall,  and  mlKtaiy  objecta, 
BBS;  abarauter  of  tba  canntrjr,  6*3 ;  ntllltf  of  the  road 
(r>r  mall  pnipoeca.  104;  nae  of  thla  road  foe  the  mlUCuy 
operaUona  of  the  aoTaminent,  BM;  thla  road  opena  to 
the  eonthem  part  of  AJahema  the  moat  >po<!dr,  natoral, 
and  effldant  meani  of  dafbno^  80B ;  yonr  troope  encoon- 
terad  the  bairora  of  tunlna  on  tba  marglB  of  thla  toad, 
OH. 

PaaaageofthablllnrgedonftinrganaralMinifdaratlona, 
BBS ;  tha  conatltatlonal  powera  of  Congnas  bare  bean 
aaanmed,  BM ;  Ineipedlancr  of  the  meaanre,  BIS ;  not 
one  of  the  fear  conaldaratlons  To^fi  reqnlrea  that  thla 
read  ibonlil  be  bnllt,  700 ;  what  kind  of  road  le  propoaed 
by  thla  bill  ?  TOO ;  tba  npeiicr  fmproTament  of  nllroada, 
TOO;  wtracta  fl-om  the  report  of  an 
order  are  political  eonalderatloBa,  T< 
Ooramment  now  parhapa  at  band,  701 ;  mllltaiy  oon- 
aideratlona,  TOI ;  how  long  wonld  It  take  troopa  to  get 
to  New  Orleant  by  thla  roadf  TDS;  fblly  to  make  It  be 
military  pnrpcaea,  TOS ;  the  tntuportatlao  of  tha  mall, 
TDS ;  extract  ftom  tha  PoaCmaitar  Oanenl's  report,  TBS ; 
■team  naTlgaUon  will  inpenede  made,  708 ;  tha  nlatire 
merlti  of  the  dlffSrent  rontea, TDS;  haa  Congregg  a  ilgbt 
to  re-dl>trlbnta  tha  aaiplna  money  In  the  Tnaaary  be- 
yond what  may  be  neeeiaary  to  deftly  the  oijlnary  ai- 
penaea  of  OoTemmant  t  TM ;  the  polloy  Df  a  nation  in 
regard  to  Iti  fbndt  !■  T(ry  durBrcnl  In  eama  ntpeol* 
from  that  of  an  IndlTldnal,  T04 ;  farther  debate.  V»,  TM 

m,  TOO. 

Tba  dlflkrcnt  rontea  propoaed,  71S;  eomparlaon  ba- 
tween  tha  different  Ilnea  inrTeyad,  714 ;  it  it  contended 
that  in  a  commercial  aapaet  tba  weatam  aactlon  ooDtalaa 
Taiygnit  adTUtagc*.  TIB ;  tha  military  idTantacH  of 
the  wertam  road,  nil;  thie  bill  It  one  of  grare  charao- 
tai.T10;  lbI*hatiaOoTenunantliutltated,nS;  not  to 
Dpan  tbeaa  tTannet  I)  to  bury  tba  talent  intnuted  to  na, 
T>0;  tha  aoDoeded  power  ihoald  b«  cooBdod  to  groat 
l*adlngnatlonalob]ecta,TSO;  what  are  tba  antlclpatad 
mall  adnntagtit  TW;  tha  oommarelal  onnildontlou 
whiflb  bear  on  thla  tjaeetlon,  TSl ;  an  there  anffldent 
tMaonatoJutlirttaaiiMklngofllikioad  from  bar*  to 
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KeirOrlBHimi;  Uwn»d]iai«o(lntlBp«Uag*to 
Oe  QovtranHnE  In  thns  polnto  ef  t1«w,  TH  ;  tha  ownth 
of  IhtKUdidppllatbgkiirafUis  vboUvMHrnaniii- 
trr.TSl;  Itp4aMUiniii^>eoiuitiTVU«liinithala>ii« 
of  (afl»i1ii« dmliif  at  lHtw*T,1Uj  th*  psopl*  to  ba 
tMBBflted  bT  thli  raid  u*  la  ■  iltiuticHi  to  uk  bnt  llttla 
fiom  tUi  Oorannunt,  bat  to  piepOM  tha  maau  of  Oa- 
ftaoa,in-,  Tlawoftb«eonBtiTtliraii(hwlilehltpu*ai, 
TW ;  Impoitiaoe  of  coooaotliic  tlia  wttart  of  tha  Tou- 
Biwa  with  tha  CoOH,  TM;  tldanln  hai  bean  tha 
VaU*dobndoflUil}aninmast,TU;  futhn  ramuki, 

na,nt. 

BinsHi,TunuM,oninlUtUeiiBrta-mirt[il,a;  entUton 
■t  Vat  Polat,  10 ;  « the  lulir  bm,  W ;  on  nliaf  to  nll- 


8.K. 
Bu»m»^  J«oDB|  Baoatn  tram  Ohio,  40ii 
Bamiitg  1^  Ua  LUrarf  tf  CbivrtM.— Am  AiIm^  toL  B. 
BVBua,  Samiiil,  BaprwantiHTB  from  lUiui,  SU.   St* 


OiaooH,  VfaUAlt,  BapnaaotallTi  Ihna  TaimoBt,  STt. 

Ounoini,  JoBM  C^  ToU*  Ibr  u  Tioa  PnaMaDt  In  ISIS,  8H. 

Ouawjoia,  0,  (X,  on  tha  Ohaa^aiko  tod  Ohio  Ouul,  IN ; 
on  ratnachmaBt,  IM ;  on  tha  axtauloD  el  tlmo  (« 
dn«bMk,>»i  aathadnwti>Khonna»dngv,Sai; 
antbaaoenp«tloaotthaC^iimbiiBlTer,sai)^10Bi  K«p- 
taaantatlTa  tram  New  ToA,  MB;  oB  BonUiani  '"'"■"i, 
«0T;oBlndlu>aD«,B«8.    &« /ndao^  ToL  B. 

Ouipuu,  Joml,  Bepraaaotitlva  tram  Bonth  OvoUu,  Bit. 

Oanadian  S^fiifttt^Sit  Iitdt^  niM.  t,  i. 

Cbnal  aroiKtd  ITuota  ShoaU.—Sf  India,  toL  t. 

OauU  te  nUmi4t.^e*t  AuIms  toL  t. 

""""'i  CHUUi,  latter  to,  tram  the  Bpaaka!.  UB. 

Oaraeca*,  RMtf  ^.—8»t  /wlM^ToLi. 

Cuoa,  Bucm.  F^  on  the  lata  Oahanl  Bromi,  Bl  I  on  Ibo 
tulff  bill,  88 1  on  IndUn  appnpilatloo*,  1B(,  1ST ;  on 
iDdlui  In  North  Oamlhu,  Mt-IM ;  OB  land  aUlmi  In 
Tauiaaaa,  SIT;  BepnaaataUTB  from  Morth  ChroUna, 
tnSi  OB  ■  mitam  umorr,  tSO;  on  eomii«|iMtion  of 
mamban,  SSI ;  on  rtralDUiiuij  peBdoni,  (8T ;  on  tha 
Bsttlo  aad  Kav  Orioani  n»d,  Mt.  Btt  htdm,  rtlt, 
8,9. 

Omhmi;  aE«0r«M(MUiL-A(  Aldus  ToL  Ct  ud  A<(«^  nL  T. 
AmtrndtmnU  la  Ma  OnuMliilliHt. 

rHiiiTHi.  T-TTTTi  r^on  Sabbath  mall^ltl;  ooiMtras- 
tlona  to  Fiuma  lOnUlan,  IBS,  »H  i  Sanator  from  Uarr- 


■sd  OUa  Bottd,  BT 

OouTDun,  TnoaM,  o 

Babbath  malli^  Bl 


lUm  lead  mlnaa  0(11 


dkirpiA  dat  4fMrM^  4l>(MMtaHiat  «!-Aa  JiHlNs  nL  t. 


C>ai^  I>iTBi,n,  BautoT  from  Tannont,  4K  8t  Imdim, 
td1i.S,>. 

Chun,  Jdmi,  qfeU  Oauditet  and  IHol  if^SM  JhOm, 
tdL  1. 

OhfoptattrrigaU,AUattom^St  Iodtm,TiiLt. 

Oiitap*atii  and  JWawon  Owiil— In  tha  Bonata,  a  blD  to 
juthnlia  a  mhaertptlon  to  tha  Cbaaapaoka  and  Dala- 
wara  Canal,  aonaldarad,  U4 ;  a  maUoB  to  laaommlt  ud 
to(awDd,toutolnelad«  ■  tabaeclpllaB  to  Iha  DIaiud 
finmpCanilieook.lU|  thli  motion  Terr  prapn,  with- 
ont  Implflag  a  dadsn  la  kill  tha  bill,  MT ;  ammdmant 
Icat,  and  blU  nrdarad  to  ba  ancroMad,  MT. 

CliKijiati  A  OU*  OiHrai— In  tha  Hobh,  a  bill  to  BBlhoN 


of  tha  UUoflBU,  IM;  If  tba  frianda  of  latoml  Im-  . 

praramenti  do  not  wlih  to  aa*  that  ajita^  sttailj  br^  I 

kan  down,  ther  miM  oonaat  to  han  qnelflo  afvnpri-  I 


S;  riztf -BlM  ot^ecu 
nportad  at  tha  laat  aaaiioa  aa  IutIiv  laan  ff^f  1 
dnsaiaM,lM;  roada  ■unirad.lU;  lilt  not  tlmalv 
OoncrBM  to  lar  to  tha  war-department.  Snlah  aocB*  if 
thanntai  rm  bar*  MmBaDoid  nmTlBg  baftn  jan 
■■knm«m«ar  frir  Dawonaal  IM;  ooataiaplatad au^ 
Taja,lM;  tha  eanal  to  Lake  Srla. UT ;  tba hbhI  areud 
the  Billi  (tf  tba  OUe.  IST;  qootlaa  nladta  to  tba  coal, 
time  ef  eaapledon,  An,  of  thb  eanal,  IBT ;  npUo^  UB; 
nllnad*,lM;  --"»j-—»*  [.-.I[-»i.,u  ^j«it-^t  nii  t^ 
pitnte  mhaeilpclonawenpatdBp,maTad,U8;  ttwU 
TthabULlBS;!  


I  tha  OUo  *  O 
n<athalak«,lBl;  < 
anunant  bacemlBc  ■  Joint  udarlikei  witb  the  aeipon- 
;  tha  9^ler  ponood  br  tba 
itof  late  71  — 
tlonwaroi 
iiofthaoa 

'•Inltiu 
■  ialttea 

nndertakan  bf  tba  toTeniment,  ISi ;  will  a  rmawWa 
profit  be  anjojed  bj  tba  pai^a  fron  vhal  tba  fann- 
mant  ihoold  lar  oati  ISt;  otjoMton*  axamtnad,  IH; 
aa  iDiprsToauBt  earrjlng  with  It  nun  of  a  — tIcBil 
•hinetir  than  an;  that  can  ba  made  In  tbaaa  Uidlad 
Btataa,l«;binpaMad,l«.  A*iM«B^n^^fL 
ntaUn  frem  New  Toik,  STl 


Cmiaav,  Tmiui,  B^ni 


itattTofrom  KeatitAr,en;  ■■ 


ardent  ([ililti  In  tba  niT^,  STL 
CSmAhd  XmA^  AMTOOetiMnfasK— AMAda^nL  1 

allTe  from  Tli^lnla,  STB;  on  raUaf  to  wldowi  tf  Ot 
BonoPaerav,  SBi; 
Ouax,  Jon  O,  on  reUef  to  tba  frmllr  of  esBod  Br»^ 


lltm,nit.%». 
OlaXO,  Ibn^nr  Br.  Oun,  ^oaan  dak,  n& 
Ol4T,  a  O,  oa  dIatrlbntloBartba  pnUla  lanA^  «BB;  l^*- 

■altitlTa  from  Alabama,  STT. 

liaaTaora 


Ctart  ^tt«  fibaat.— In  fhit  nimaa.  a  nwiHaa  to  |ii>|iiii 
th«alioOonofaaifc,Bn;  wbeadoaalba  iflMifCkit 
axplnlBTB;  itbf,  BTBimottaa  to  pceoaod  to  tk* 
■loetlon  oanlad,  STB. 

CboK  aiTHy.— :Sh  AdMs  Tok.  a, ». 

Ood  JvrtartM— &a  Jitdm,  nh.  1,  (  wd  Imdm,  nit, 
t>iMuimImporU. 

(Mm  owl  JHML-Aa  Adt^  Tola,  t  T. 

OoB*,  BUBUss  J>n  Mipiiaintillii  fri 

OOLBUK,  S.  D.,  Bl  - 


V  ooutij  I*  to  laara  tt  U  Ito  a 
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witk  arMtblMtn,n4;  (•ttnctM  ot  th*  uiy  d«|ait- 
L ;  Ihre*  tkonvad  p«mnu  ftt  tba  laait  nad  j  ta 
pikoiUd  b* 

!•  two 

mantliuiul^tb*TM*wubIr*ik*d,n4;  thtUMBd- 
BMt  ISM  la  (u»tlaD  ftmiB  MlanlutlDB,  ffil;  It  vlU 
*llu*  tha  iilU  ud  diapanU  poitln  of  Oa  eommaultr, 
tlS;  iriial  ma  to  b*  dm*  lAar  thta*  ■alllan  hid  ob- 
iBlwd  J- — tY—  of  tha  lud  ud  anstad  fitrtaT  m; 
tUHiwi  tha  bm  (■•■■•,  aad  Ibanbj  fint  >  MtU  «ilM- 
OBMto  (lat  MoatiT,  «S;  IwumoiuUU*  dtOenltUi 
that  att«>dtba  narliMtoa  of  th(  ilr*T,m;,tb*  TOrf 


■flbsOatt  rttuln  b»tVMB  that  dlMint  Ikmllr  ud  tba 
SUM)  Hut  iuuIb  nBltadt  KT;  tba  shuietar  of  tba 
esoBtij,  STT ;  MSonDti  of  Lawli  aid  CUrka,  m ;  ■ 
poanUAi  Uod  of  man  naoaiauj  to  Ibttuy  tba  moutb  of 
OalnmUi  rirar,  STg',  tba  aattlamaot  mnld  ba  a  for- 
algB  D0I0B7,  ns ;  tba  profit  to  ba  darlrad  IToa  tbiaa 

EiMlV  tnatla*  bctvaan  Iba  Daltad  StatM  and  Gnat 
BfltalD,  tn ;  tba  tvalra  montha*  natlea  baa  ZLOt  baan 
glTanlbT  aDBolllBi  tkem,  ITS;  sanva  taka  ualnMra 
powaalaa utll  ttala  notlo* baa  baon  glna}  tit;  baai- 
tag  of  tba  pnqniad  auaann  an  aar  ralaHona  with  Sraat 
Biltata,  WO;  tba  Tlcbt  to  lb*  oonntrr  It  onn,  ISDi  a 
poTtlaB  of  thia  nffoa  a  paifbet  fardan,  MO ;  doaa  tba 
JarbdlatiDBbatODK  lour  ISO;  salnpolnlaorUMtiiU, 
"-" JsaU  oaa,  SSI ; 


•attlamanta  and  ts  pntaat  our  hnntan  ud  tnppan, 
181 1  onght  Ira  to  Ibrbid  our  dtliaiia  from  solnK  lato 
tbU  ooontiT  whlla  Brltlab  labjasta  ban  ftia  range  t 
m;  Iba  bill  mors  oODdUilsrjIfO*  la  mada  tba  Dorth- 
om  boondary,  Ml ;  tha  oplDlcm  of  this  Cengnaa  BBght 
Is  bs  haard,  189;  ant  amatrrli  not  oppniaad  bf  a 
dsaaa  population,  131 ;  we  iDir  ""xler  what  oas  indnsa 
■  aatUer  Is  leek  this  iHboapltible  regloD,  ISl  1  tt  la  aald 
we  ought  ta  take  poeseselos  of  the  territory  sr  asma 
otbar  powei  aorlalnlr  wDl,  193 ;  what  power  la  tfasre 
wblcb  li  DDir  ittamptlog  to  bdd  tbe  eonntrj  Bsrtb  of 
tha OslnmbUI  KS;  who  baa fiirtottan  tba  eipedltlon 
OBoa  prejeeted  to  tba  Tallow  etosa  BItot  t  MS. 

Tie  eahatantlal  qoMtlOD  la,  whalbar  any  eneh  Ehange 
baa  oeeinT«d  la  the  nUthma  i^tbla  connbj  toiny otbar 
pevUdDa  sf  tha  voridi  aa  ts  reqnlra  na  to  aaasma  a  new 
atllt*deri89;  Oolunbl*  BIt«  la  •  atnam  oflmpno- 
ttable  lUTlgitloih  M4;  the  rtgfat  of  tba  DblMd  BUtea 
to  tbaae  paaleilona  ii  perfliet,  ta* ;  Ibeti  asd  argni 
InhToref  theb<ll,SU;  ti  tt  axp^ost  now  ta  pai 
bai  I  MB ;  tha  IbTabolIiigi  wblcb  were  oppoaad  t 
aoqvlaltion  of  Lonlalana  bare  heao  bapplly  anawarad  bj 
aperleBea,nei;  Ibli  aaiisue  Iba  tarrltory  A«m41°  to 
IM*  aiy,  Mi ;  ibBOld  not  ooatert  Into  ■  ttirltorr  *  oonu- 
Uj  Id  dlapata,  MS ;  oljeet  la  ts  aUbrd  prstectlOD  Is  snr 
dtluu  realdlBf  tben,  Mtj  belbro  tba  lata  wu  tha 
Amairlaua  nurlr  maaapollied  tha  Inda  of  Orafoa,  SSti 

Hstlos  to  Bominlt  ths  bQl  to  the  Commlttaa  on  Tn- 
iltorlet,  wltb  InatneUana,  WT ;  bj  eosTentlon  tha  sonn- 
tr7  ta  trt  and  open  ts  onr  dUisna,  and  lo  iBtjaela  of 
OiwtIMtj>lB,«S8;ll  doaa  not  ml)' It  ahall  b*  open 
tbe  Botloii  of  both  eoTtrnmenta,  MS;  ma;  700  lat 
Toar  ettliau  nnpntested  and  ongOTeniad  T  SM ;  tbe  blU 
afaonld  be  to  modllltd  m  not  la  oDnHlet  with  tho  tarma 
SS;  It  la  sbjHlsd,  that  1*  gn 


m 

;  tbe  prOTtatsaa  of 
lbs  bill  wUl  not  Tlolato  oui  sonTentloB  with  Great 
Britain,  Ml ;  tha  HOBtt;  abould  b«  oocnpled  botbn  It 
Is  explored.  Ml ;  the  unandnHnt  propoaaa  to  anthorlxo 
■  ^Ttla  oompanf  to  porehaae  of  tha  Indiana  toitf 
n]laaaqnD%OBwbIshto  areet  a  ftirt,«0;  aiTe  thoaa 

f  Iba  wlldemeaa  from  annlhUiUon,  MO; 

iropoaed,  SO ;  thlid  taetton  examlDed,  Ml ; 


amlned,  Mli  amonnt  of  tba  trade  In  fnra  and  pettrf, 
Ml ;  tba  peraona  who  negotiated  tbe  osnTentlon  with 
Great  Britain  were  regatdlaaa  of  the  beat  iBtareal*  of  tb* 
nation,  m ;  dnt;  paid  In  Enf land  on  foreign  hrs  alone. 
Ml ;  advaatagaa  tf  an  axplontion,  m ;  tha  maat  la  u  . 
Imprqiar  loaatlsn  fbr  tn^ia,  If  tbe  obloot  b  tha  prolao- 
Oon  of  tha  Ittr  linda,  IHi  General  Otarke'e  aooonst  of 
Orefea,  MS;  tt  la  tboDght  that  nstblag  la  wanting  bnt 
a  lltUa  aid  bsm  Iba  Ooramment,  IM ;  the  whale  atUnc 
1^  It  saama,  ts  ba  made  Mbnlarj  to  the  aommerde]  Im- 
porlanoa  of  the  Intendod  iRrltorj.  tU ;  tba  Inotpor- 
tatlsn  of  trof^  at  the  month  of  the  Columbia  li  ipokaa 
sf  a*  If  It  were  an  aflUr  sf  dallj  oeoarrenee,  lU ;  tba 
prsTlalDBa  of  tbia  bill  ara  not  adaptsd  to  the  and  In 
Tlew,  MO;  a  word  on  extending  drll  jBrlallctlon  oral 
tho  oonntr^,  no. 

QsasUon  on  tha  amendment  anthsriiing  aa  eijdoia- 
tlon  of  the  cooDttT,  KiO ;  aonatblng  ahonld  ba  dona  at 
onci^  100 ;  a  mllltuy  poat  beat  designed  ts  aeenra  tho 
oltJeot  lUTlow.aoa;  eatBbUahmant  of  AaloHa, 901 ;  aot 
of  aamnder  and  aeknowledgmont,  801  j  tbe  eommer- 
oU  treatf  botwoan  the  Unltad  atatea  and  Great  Britain, 
SOI ;  wa  bare  been  acCnallj  dtspoasessed  of  the  oonntl? 
west  of  the  Bockr  Monatalns,  001;  nntartonite  If  ao 
ImprsialoB  tbonld  go  fbrth  from  this  debate,  that  tbia 
tarritsry  was  of  Uttle  oonsldantlon,  AOl;  the  harbor  at 
the  month  Df  the  Colnmbls  one  of  the  most  Important 
sonddentlons  In  regird  to  this  region,  SD9 ;  natare  of 
tha  harbor,  SOS;  acsesilbllltj,  SOS;  character  of  the  aoU 
of  that  region,  008 ;  deactlptlons,  80t ;  Indian  mnrderi^ 
801;  thecwua,SM;  statsmenta  of  IndlTldnals, 800 ;  wa 
ara  tenanta  In  cmnmon,  ao  br  aa  pri 


1,  811; 


Ifanj 


thing  la  done,  It  sball  bo  more  than  sendlag  a  | 
arplora  tbe  tarrltsrj,  811 ;  asma  daclslTe  est  ahonld  ba 

aaireudarOBe  paitlela  ofoiiTcUlBi,81S;  more  dealnbls 

tnral  region,  Bll ;  history  of  our  western  settleioeata, 
811;  objection  to  military  P°ata  detlred  (Mm  the  third 
■rilole  of  the  eonrentloD.  SIS;  the  unendmenl  would 
be  partial,  and  Inairoelnal  fcr  Iho  atUlntnent  of  lU  ob- 
test, 818 ;  blU  with  the  amendmenU  passed,  tU.  Am 
fndta,  ToU.  T,  8. 

Cbmnwresi/As  [lUM  .SkiM.— Asa  AdMe,  fola.  1, 8. 

Cbnmarvs  q^  Aa  ITasf.— In  tha  Benata,  the  bin  allowtng 
dntle*  on  Itaralgn  marcbaadlsa  Imported  into  LoDlarlllak 
Pltlsbnrg,  tn,  to  be  aeonred  and  paid  at  thoaa  placea,  con- 
dderediMl;  tba  psbUc  la  leoond,  and  the  conTaoleuee  of 
the  manhanta  promoted  by  thli  bill,  109;  theelUiansof 
Flttaborg  basome  Indlffarent  on  the  sabjeot,  TOt ;  pi»- 
Tlaknu  of  the  blU,  KW;  o>|oet  to  gite  ftdUHaa  to 
weatam  conunaroe,  MO;  bardahlpe  under  tba  praaant 
modo.  Ml ;  bill  ordered  Is  tha  third  reading,  Ml. 

amp*i»aUen  if  Prftdiit  and  7la  PrutOtiA-'BM  Im- 
dm,  Tsla.l,t. 

Oomftrt»atla»^Mm>btn.—SMl»dta,ltllt.itaAVi,PUf 

COBDioT,  Iwwia,  on  tha  tnU  bm,  9t,  81;  BeptaaantaUTa 
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ft«m  No  jHMf,  tn ;  OB  ardent  iplilB  In  th*  Unr, 
CentiteUtnit,  toU  for  PrMldtst  Is  1818;  3M    iSh  AhIi^ 

ToUl,^,^*,l^•,I.a. 

CoMxn,  H.  W.,  Bepiuuitatlira  from  Korth  Cuolliu,  BT4. 
Qmialtd  EltMm.-Su  ItuUa,  Tol*.  1,  t,  G,  T. 

anwov,^i(««.— iSm  Ado^  ToL  4. 

CoorxE,  BiCBAiD  U„  BcprsHntillTefrsia  Kew  J*rwr,  516. 

OordagA,  Dfauba^  v*. — iSm  I%dtB,  toL  T- 

CtiA  vfSiM  by  AifnfuL— 5m  Aufa^  foL  1. 

CocLTiB,  BicaAis,  OB  ilCUn  wllh  BniU,  US-IU ;  on  Out 
uunlt  on  tha  PmldaDt'*  B«a«tu7,  IH;  B^rwaBt- 
tUTe  from  Pennqrlnnk,  DTI ;  as  eompuMtlon  gf  mam- 
ban^  UOj  on  tlw  par  <rf  membui^TIM^    Am  Ad«i^ 

TOL». 

CtnmMftir  Oi»  Awdnrol  Tbta.— In  Us  Hoiih^b  nwlaUon 

nUtlTa  U,  884 ;  mnimag  at,  tU. 
CowLB,  Edit  B..  EcprtaanUtlTe  from  Ho*  Yoik,  SO. 
Cbais,  IIkttoi,  ReproenlatlTa  Tnaa  KavTork,  Sit;  on 

tha  BaSUo  and  Sew  Orlaau  Bo«l,  TD8. 
Ciua,  BoaiKT  K,  BapnaeDtaUTe  from  Virginia,  (171 
Cuira,  JoavH  TL,  BapnMnUttTe  from  Ohio,  DTft, 
CuwTou),  Thoiui  K,  BapitMoUtlra  from  Pran^nnU, 

Bill  on  tha  Jodlduj,  Kl;  on  tha  BnllUo  and  Saw 

ODeana  Boad,  TIK 
Om£  /fKM<»ya;D«<iiMi>«-dM  Autai^  toL  E 
CiuomoN,  WiuiAM,  BapTOMnlallTa  fton  Oblo;  tn.    Si* 

JMo^ToLt. 
Crima  aaa4ntl  liU  (^U(ad   ttiriaiL— £M  JM«^  toL  B, 

Ptaal  Lam  ^  (iU  UrMtd  ftatf. 
CaocBzxoii,  Jicoa,  BapnaentallTa  bom  Hav  York,  DTI. 
CaoOKTTt,  Datid,  on  land  alalmt  In  TanUMaaa,  ISB;  da, 

tW,m,S18j  BepnMDtatlTe  ftom  TennaaHa,  Kt;  on 

nfiua  land!  In  Tmumbh*,  SIl-5Bt ;   on  Ttat  Point 


Ajsdamr,  UD ;  do,  81 


1  BarolaHonarj  panilon^ 


IT  OiUani  Boad,  TSfi.    St* 


a  tha  BulUo  and 

A<I<E,TaL9. 
Oowsunmui,  D.  V.,  BeprsaantatlTa  frnn  Uaaaoha- 

aetta,S;<l.    Stt  Jkdtm,  ToL  I. 
Cuba,  an<0r<i*tt/n?t».— Ah  Tndat,  toL  1 
OiM,  <(•  Jnporteua  (0  a«  ITHllailAbitu.— Aa/Mtoi^vaL 

9,  Ainana  JRhIoil 


jDHa 


amandine  U>e  mlea,  SSOl    AM  Jitds*,  toIl  S;  <,  B.  «. 

a»iiA«->aa<f  Slt*r,—S*t  Indta,  toL  & 

C>iim4arjaiiil  £ea<f.— In  thi  Sanata,  a  bin  to  prorlda  for  tha 
cilanaloB  o(  waitarlj  from  ZanaarOK  Ohio,  oouidared, 
1S8 1  eior;  bill  of  lUa  kind  ahooU  ba  pw^nned  miU] 
tha  gnat  qaeaUon  of  the  gipendltnra  o?  poblle  mona^ 
v*a  aettlad,  13S;  a  propoiltloa  ntru  baTora  Conpna 
whloh  would  Bettlatblaqnaatlan,13S',  bill  otdarad  to  ba 


SGI ;  abort  hlaloHal  akefeh  of  tho  Combarlaod  Boad, 
KU  tha  eoDoluif  on  from  thla  hlitorr  la,  that  thla  road 
waa  mada  bj  tha  Unltad  Blataa  a>  a  mBi«  propriaEor,  to 
carrf  Into  eOtct  a  eontiast  with  tha  Stato  of  Ohio,  and 
not  aa  a  ureralgn,  131 ;  the  eaie  a  Pannijlraoia,  8BS  \ 
what  doaa  thla  precadaot  wtabllah  T  891 ;  tha  piwant 
bill  proposal  to  changa  the  cbaractar  vhloh  tha  Unllad 
Statt*  bar*  hitherto  iDitaloed  In  nlitlan  to  tUt  toad, 
from  that  oFa  almpla  pmpriator  to  a  aorenlgn,  SES ;  tha 
road  «u  made  In  the  manner  that  one  IndependaDt 
aoTendfD  wonld  ooutnut  a  road  thiongh  tha  tarrl- 
tortea  of  another,  80 ;  what  doaa  the  power  to  naet  toU- 
fatea  nciiiwartly  Inplj  T  tU ;  Btita  enitu  sot  bonad  ta 


take  JnrlidMloo  of  « 
of  tha  Unltad  States  8U;  aU  the  penal  • 
tUa  bill,  or  of  fitoro  bllli  irhlrh  It  It  IntwiiUil  In  ^i. 
mnat  ba  cartltd  into  anotlcB  by  th»  Fadaral  tatrtt 
8BS;eanaB]'Ban(a7haball**«  tba  FodH^C^rtl- 
~  ~    0  baatow  aaeh  powan  on  0*B(faat 


dContTMi  aet  M 
bill  wonld  aatabUth,  It  la  ImpoMlbIa  ta  tanm*  the  dkn- 
pnwUah  moat  IbUow  ts  the  Blatn  and  to  the  peafle 
of  thl*  conntrr,  BM;  the  dnua  of  tb*  aBBrtltnttaa  n- 


>n  baa  alrvdj  bean  aatHad,  aa  &i  « 

nlagliiatlTa  pteoadent  ean  aattla  It,  «S4 ;  auirfctUa- 
naaaof  thaQoremmant,  tU;  agUnt  ■ow.lBBi  aps^ 
ftlandl]'  t«  the  rlghta  of  the  Btalaa  ud  paopk  Agnld 
oppoae  thla  bill,  BBT ;  tha  ooutllatloBal  qnaattia  net 
InTOlrad,  aa  tha  oonatntaUon  of  tb*  ia«d  nata  ca  a  (so- 


dlancy  of  reportlnf  a  bl 

dlana,  KB;  otjooU  at  XM  naolDQaB,  n*;  MamtaiiM 

oSarad, UM;  raaolotlan anlad, l» 

Tha  bill  prepoaaa  to  met  toUcntM  OB  the  Ounbvkad 
Boad,  Stt;  a  mare  qneitlon  of  propart;,  and  of  tha 
right  In  Oongnaa  to  pNtaot,  by  111  law*,  that  pnfo^, 
SBO;  It  El  aald  tb*  bUl  would  In^oaa  stmt  terdAlp* 
nponthaoSandei.Sai;  tUii«adla*BBll  rwd^aadlk* 
poatHiOoa  law^  anwif  other  thinn  Inpoaa  ttDaa  fcr  eb- 
atneUnc  tlu  tranvoitalloa  of  lb*  mail,  tM;  wbj  M« 
aleo  Sir  paalog  a  totlcat*  and  rdWng  to  pajtMt;lhla 
proper^  belong  la  tha  Dollad  BlaU^  Ml ;  tha  DnHad 
Btatoi  noir  hold  r«*l  aalata  fn  tha  Umlta  o(  the  old 
Stataa,  over  which  ther  hare  net  axdulT*  JutadkUoa, 
881 ;  barlna  the  propertr  In  thli  road,  bare  tha;  a  il^ 
to  araet  tollgatia  for  IU  pnaacraUonl  au ;  the  eeit  rf 
Jniladiatlan  wUah  the  TJnllad  Btataa  haTa  onr  tU* 
load,  881;  thar  hare  now  the  tJtl*  ta  maarpwoikd 
land,  oral  whlah  thv  luT*  no  aielnalT*  JuMtKlaa, 
881 ;  aet  of  ISO],  188 ;  aiBDuit  of  Iba  two  per  cant,  faod, 
881;  the  power  to  racnlaU  blgbwaja  la  enlalnlraet 
among  the  enomemted  powera  of  the  Oe— il  Genm- 
it,  8(8:  If  we  hare  not  the  power  to  ezacnti  a  ud. 


oosaUtntlpa  glTM  M  power  of  etMtlBf  toOptM  Jf  M 
wa  are  anlhorlied  la  do  It  bf  eaopaet,  SSt :  theai  poU 
examined,  SHi  all  tha  powei*  which  tb*  cnniHtiiTIr 
ClTH  to  Goncren  telat*  ta  pamoa  and  tbl^^  aiei| 
two,  which  are  to  eierdje  enlndra  la^aUtlon,  Aa,  Bi 
the  power  to  dl^oee  of  and  make  *II  needfol  nlea,  ta. 


eralgn^  of  the  Btataa 


la  br  which  to  deddi  1 


aUenaled,  3(B;  *D  ibi 
J  be  oooatdorod  aa  aa^ 
irtlgntj.  S4S;  with  the  exeapUa* 
It  not  competent  for  tbe  fluanl 
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iiBdtr  UU*  bill,  STV ;  prlndpal  emm  Jjing  M  ths  not  of 
tha  lubjHt.  STO ;  b  tlili  OoTgnuunt  ■  cODEtdsntlgn  of 
Endflpflndent  uf«rc[gD  fOTonraenta  T  STO;  hiitorj  of 
tha  (Omutlon  of  thli  OoTsnimant.  810 ;  the  conitltutloa 
WH  nHOed,  ind  anbatquBntlr  *BK(sd  br  >lu  pcopi* 
at  tha  unnl  SUtta,  and  not  bj  tbs  BUta  OoTatii' 
manta,  STI ;  an  Uw  powan  of  tba  GOTUimuDt  darlTcd 
from  tha  BUta  Oor^inuDaDta  T  tn ;  doaa  tUt  OoTarn- 
mtntailitaiilrlli  tbb  Ud  mllH  aqaararSII;  do  tha 
Stalat  aitj  a  paramoniit  asd  eiclmlTo  Jorladlotlon 
orer  tha  aoll  thij  oorar  T  8TS ;  thJa  ii  a  mTammaDt  of 
tha  paopla,  and  Id  powan  ara  ill  nrarf  [go  and  para- 
mMlnt,  ST8 ;  a  iDcouafD]  oppoaltlun  lo  thb  bill  nijnlns 
that  Uia  flHta  of  legiilatiYa  pncedent  aboald  ba  da- 
•tro^ed,  87S:  uiinac«au7  to  ipaal:  ofcompactg  oo  tha 
aobjict  of  thl(  [oad,  gT« ;  If  tha  Qaneial  eoranunaBt 
cunot  enct  tollfataa,  can  tha  anthorlis  the  anotlon  of 
tham  br  tha  Btataa  t  tU;  tout  eontraet  to  coooant  tho 
Waatan  world  with  tba  AUsntlc  bordar,  tfH;  fonr-flftbs 
of  ths  Ughtboiuia  a»  araoted  within  tbo  llmlta  of  tha 
Btate^  tnt ;  Impottuioe  of  Uw  dacUon  aa  to  its  effeot- 
on  othar  contamplatad  ImpnTamenU,  811. 
Ko  acmplea  af  tha  ailatancs  of  inch  a  power  ta  tha 
ntanded  that  this  power,  called 


power,  tTI;  the  eOleleBer  "f  tba  one  wonid  be,  In  a 
peat  meaaui^,  dstrofed  wUhoot  tha  otbar,  SIT  r  If  re- 
peated daelilani,  and  the  niiUbnn  praeUes  of  tha  Qar- 
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b*  reEardad  u  aettled,  8TT ;  thla  road 
of  rapid  decaf,  SIS ;  tha  power  of  creation  eanlu  with 
It,  u  an  Iniepanble  iDcldenl,  the  power  of  preaerratloD, 
SIB  J  It  Is  laid  Uie  politicians  of  thla  coontrj  an  har»- 
after  fo  be  dlTldcd  Into  two  great  parties,  BIS;  wllhimt 
Internal  ImpnTf  mcnta,  what  Is  the  Wait  oter  to  eipeot 
from  thefioTenuneattSTS;  does  the  bill  proiide  Ibr 
•neh  rapaira  and  prawmtloa  of  tha  road  as  is  neces- 
aarj  I IJB :  Congreas  is  Tested  with  plenaiy  powers  by 
tba  conatitntioli  to  eoDstmct  nada  and  canals  of  a  na- 
tional character,  SI9 ;  ao  br  u  princlpla  Is  InTolred,  the 
aueadmont  preseata  quila  as  strong  a  qnastion  of  con- 
atltntlonal  power  aa  tha  origlBal  bill,  SID;  a  ennor; 
tIsw  of  tha  fomudon  of  tba  Ooverament,  and  its  pow- 
an prior  to  tho  adoption  of  the  CDHsUtulion,  880 ;  ob- 
jections to  the  Aitidaa  of  ConfedaraUon,  DSO ;  the  words 
of  the  eonstltntlos,  SSO;  If  the  amendment  pnralls,  it 
eumol  &il  to  be  eonildered  as  the  abandoniQent  bj  tha 
Federal  OoTaromtnt  of  tha  whole  afstem  of  Internal 
Impraremeota,  SSI ;  vby  ahonld  wa  eonfide  to  oertala 
SUtea  a  dnty  we  can  as  conrenlentlr  attend  to  ai  the^* 
Sai ;  dlfficnlt  to  degna  the  powen  of  the  Oanenl  Gor- 
•mincat  on  all  occaaloni,  to  arold  apparent  oonOlctlani, 
181:  thenBtnreafoiirKoretnments,381:  are  the  SUtes 
than  sorarelgD  t  839 ;  what  do  gentlemen  mean  br  saj- 
Ing  Jarisdiclloa  slwajrs attaebes  lo  lollrsst;  no  State 
eao,  without  the  eonsent  of  Congraa^  enter  Into  mj 
compast  or  agreement  with  another  Btate,  SSS;  Tlewa  of 
tbe  snblect  haia  bean  presented,  calealited  to  engender 
HTlone  dODbIa,  SSS;  If  the  Ooyenmiant  has  tho  power, 
a  atnng  necessity  for  Its  sienUe  edsta,  BSS ;  conditions 
of  the  compact  made  relatlTa  to  tha  Nonhwest,  389 ; 
ilgbta  and  duties  of  tha  napaetlTe  parties  to  thla  com- 
pact, 8SS;  tha&otof  theeipendltnrBeannotaffectthe 
power  of  the  argnment,  SST ;  bow  Congress  m%j  derlTO 
the  power  of  making  u  appropriation  fcr  that  part  of 
the  road  thioagh  Uarjland,  FsnnsyWanla,  and  Vir- 
ginia, 887. 

Two  grounds  of  ob)egt]on  to  the  aienlsa  of  tbis  pow- 
er, 888;  haTC  Congreia  the  right  to  eraettollgatesIBSa; 
principle  npon  which  the  Stale  eanatltuUoDS  are  predl- 
0ited,888t  thaonl/UndoftaadthetrmtedBlataa  can 
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msha  ts  postroada,  SBft;    ji 

means  to  repair  poatroads  as  ma^  be  employed  to  estat>- 
llsh  them,  snd  no  other.  889 ;  no  sjetom  of  poUcf  of 
great,  and  geoenl  Interest  an  be  sllher  Introduced  hare 
or  snceeaafnll]'  opposed,  until  pnbllc  sentlmeDt  shall 
have  been  In  soma  degree  prepared  far  ICa  adoption  or 
abandonment,  8S8;  anomaly  la  the  pntenslons  of  tha 
leading  adTocales  of  this  system  of  internal  ImproTe- 
menta,  880;  grounds  upon  whieb  It  la  attempted  to  sus- 
tain the  sulhorllr  of  Congrew  to  enact  the  main  pr»- 
vlslau  of  tbe  bfll,  8(1 ;  If  yon  grant  the  power  to  make 
the  road,  then  Is  no  consUtuUoDal  Impediment  to  the 
erection  of  lollgatea,S>l;  ths  power  in  Cengraai  to  con- 
atrnct  roads  and  canala  haa  nerer  been  sanctioned  by 
long  ud  general  acquleacenee,  888 ;  power  of  the  Fed- 
eral Oovemment  to  apply  to  public  nse  so  mneh  of  tha 
pnpertj  of  the  eltliene  as  ma;  be  required  In  the  tie- 
entlon  of  this  ijitem  of  Internal  ImpnTamcnt,  Sti ;  It 
la  said  that  Congress,  being  lareated  with  the  war-mak- 
ing power,  and  charged  with  tha  ootnmon  defence,  yon 
woold  strip  the  country  of  one  of  the  meal  afflclant 
means  of  defence  If  you  deny  this  power  to  make  roadi 
and  emoals,  SM;  further  remarks, 898;  what  does  thla 
amendment  pnpoee  1 8811 ;  a  mad  leading  Itom  the  At- 
lantic lo  the  Mlasiaalpplwascmslderod  of  great  national 
ImpDrtance,  8MI ;  political  opinions  of  tSr.  JeOsnon, 
895:  togssafUaahadldlo  appropriate  mousy  to  maka 
the  Rwd,  was  a  nmdamental  error,  8H ;  It  has  glrsn  rlaa 
to  ■  new  theory,  8M ;  ftuther  debate,  896 ;  bill  ordered 
to  third  reading,  88T ;  Ih  the  Senate,  loUgBtcaatrnck  oat, 
«n ;  Honaa  eonenr,  Mt  S»e  Indt»,  toIs.  8, 18^  8,  and 
Iiultai,  vols.  T,  8,  SppropTtaUoiM. 


Dunu,  BnciT,  on  the  Cumberland  Road,  838 ;  Bepresant- 
.  atlro  tttna  Kentucky,  STd ;  on  a  ITeatsm  armory,  S8S. 
BnIadm,To\.t. 

Datucpout,  Thohu,  Beprteentative  ftom  Tlrgtola,  DTt. 
St»Jndim,Tt'it.  8,9. 

DiTU,  Joan,  KepreseatatlTa  from  Uaasachnaatts,  SIS.  Bt» 
Indm,  Tola.  8. 9. 

DAvn,  Wunn  B,,  BepresentatlTe  from  Bouth  CaroUna, 
«&    «ee /sdfle,  ToL  8. 

Dtaf  OBd  Dumli  InMtutloiu,  OoTUMmi  to.— In  tha  Ben- 
ate,  the  bill  relatlre  to,  considerod.  Ml ;  motion  to  In- 
clude all  tha  fitates  when  tbcae  Instltatlons  ailatiGll; 
trtaa  what  part  of  the  constltntlon  Is  the  authority  de- 
rlTedwhlch  thehlllpnpoeestoeiierciscr  M9;  nceemuy 
to  glie  new  Blatee  public  lande  fbr  the  malntenaaea  of 
pahlle  InstllDtlons,  l!12;  many  precedents  Gir  bill,  511; 
the  conatltuHon  alwayi  Toted  down  on  thla  floor,  Bit; 
bill  laid  on  the  Uhle,  018.    ^Iss  7iut«,  Tola.  <;  8, 9: 

J>e»otae,  StgUitr  e/.-nSn  Indtn,  to!.  9. 

Dtbatf,  Biportlng  tff.—St*  fnOta,  vol  S. 

Dui»T,  EnimiTs,  BeprsaentatlTa  from  Koitb  fi—tt.. 

Old. 

DtaxTvx,  Una.,  the  case  o(  »•  rndta,  toL  I. 

Dtfinuirt  XtaiiTf  agatml  &rtat  SrUain  wultr  JMm 

Adamt-SM  Indue,  toL  i. 
IWaiwira,  Tote  (Br  President  Ih  laes.  Bit    Set  Itidaa,nM, 

l,9,8,*,^8.^,a 

J)etaaan  flraoiwaisr.— In  tha  Hooaa,  a  BenaU  bUI  fbr  tha 

eroellon  m,  called  up,  18T. 
.ZMoudrs  and  Ch6U^tal4  OoHal.—St  IndtB,  toL  R 
BOtgatufivm  TirrU«H4i.—Sf  Indue,  yol  1, 
DWKT,  PntiLOn,  case  oC  M«  Indtr,  toL  B. 
Dmrttri,  Sounts  U>.~Bu  Inim,  toL  6. 
Diasa,  Kouar,  BepreseotatlTa  from  nnneae<^  STd    Bm 

JndaivTOL  9. 
D»wm,  Cuujia  O.,  BeprcMntatlTe  ftom  Haw  ToA,  m. 
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L«  dnwtiuk  OB  lUfu.  «1;  oa 
n  Uk  dMilbntloD  oT  U»  niT«- 
laa  Htw  J«M7, 4M 1  on  ■  mill- 
tu7  peue  (■UbUihinent,  lid  1  on  psf  of  ponen  Is  tli« 
IXurj,  BU,  Bn ;  oa  ■  BargKo-Geiunl  la  th»  HkV-  B^  i 
on  tha  F>Utit  Offloa,  Ml,  Ml,  Hi.  .Su  /nifn,  roll,  fit 
6.T,8,H 
SicxnnoR,  JoD>  D,  BapnMsUtln  from  Nxr  Tod,  Sit, 

ik«  Tndta,  toL  S. 
JNplDiMHe  .^iUrM*M—A«  Attain  tOL  S. 
IifplaiKiMa  J^MiHU.— In  the  HODH,  kblll  rtlitlTa  ta,  »o- 
"      d,HI;  tbadlploDUthiBipeiMHluTeiiotoiullcd 

«  Urt  tool  j<i«^ei8;»mroi)i 

gh  tha  ODtllU  ol  the  Dan  UlnlUan  durlag  tha 
e»t^an,Ma:  ■  nlatlTa  wmiiwlaoD  of 
aa  la  thii  raapeel,  US ;  etnm  of  tha  atita- 
onr  intanoiUM  with  fimlgn  nUloiu  wt 
■  UbenI  poller,  <KI ;  lut  admlnlitntlOB 
IB  pnetlee  It  npaaled  the  law  of 
m  gmttt  uppKVTlttioii  being  n- 
iljtti.tK;  onlrln  an  aiteema  eaa«  Uut  Iha 
•  'would  ba  jDiUllod  Id  withholding  ah  appra^- 
■tlon  fbr  tha  Botllt  of  a  mlnlilaT  Jnat  appolntad,  SKI; 
thaaa  antflti  htr*  b*an  paid  wltbont  an;  BpeeUls  appro- 
piUIion,tSl;  fDithaideb^ni;  blQ  orfand  to  be  an- 


JMitanififf  imd  AeeauHtlHg  OgLem^Ja  tha  Hm*,  da- 
bat*  on,  11;  pnotloa  prarloiu  to  JrOkreoa'a  tima,  Tl; 
Ua  tMomiBmdatlOM,  TO;  pnetloa  adopted,  T9\  aiptn- 
dltnna,T8;iu«^1S;  ratramt  «p«adltQni>,  T4, 

DUImnmitiat  i^  O*  PiMta  Ximf.-~Stt  Itidia,  tA  T. 

DItmal  avmmp  Oatial.—Sit  IttOta,  roll.  B,  t. 

BblrllnMim  i/ 1^  Aimwm.— In  tha  Benat*,  *  bUI  ralatlTt 
to,  eoHldered,  IM ;  rapldttj  wllh  whleh  tha  pnbllo  debt 
lebacomlng  extlngnUhed^lfiT;  no  doubt  of  the  aonatl- 
tntlonilltj  of  Uw  maanLre  piopo*»l  In  tUt  bill,  «T; 
lietUi  to  leava  thlainrplu  In  the  pookata  of  tha  eltliani 
than  to  dlrlda  It  among  tha  Etatt*.  118 ;  Congrauhu 
no  right  to  l*l>a  a  leTeina  Ibi  the  pnrpoae  of  dla- 
tilbntlng  It,  KS ;  a  mlmfldentuidlag  ot  tha  tna  tinx- 
aetar  of  thta  propoalUon,  118 ;  what  I>  found  In  U 
KB;  It  aeemi  to  ba  thooght  adiuiticBDna  to  i 
revenue  for  the  porpoia  of  dlitrtbutlon,  Itg;  whi 
ba  tha  eSest  ot  tha  bUI,  IN ;  objact  of  the  aaooi 
tlon  to  poa^wne  Indeflnltalj  the  pajmant  of  tha  debt, 
no ;  the  quaatlon  whather  our  national  debt  arar  on^t ' 
teba  paid,  tW;  tIowi  1b  EngUnd  on  thla  ptfBt,at  a 
former  daj,  180;  inotlon  to  poa^iona  made  and  with- 
drawn, HI. 

JHitrlet  If  a)limMa.—Stt  ]*dm.  Tola.  1,  S,  1,  T. 
JMvoreM  <•  lU  IHilrlet  </  Oel<iBtHa.--8t*  ludM,  Tola. 

1.4,1- 
DonnuiHiB,  Pmur,  S*pt««ant*tfT*  tma  Virginia,  Sit. 
JDonuMa  Jfanitfii^itrtt.—S4t  Initm,  toL  (L 

■,  A.  J.,  pclTBta  Bacrataij  to  Fraaldent  Jaokioi, 


DonvT,  Clivibt,  BepreoantatlTa  from  lfai7Und,  AT6 ;  on 
Veat  Point  Academ;,  614 ;  on  tha  iloop-of-wai  HoiMt, 
WT.IM.    &( /iKla^  Tola.  B,  1. 


ToLM. 

A>OH&a<iiK— Am  AkK^  Toll.  1  and  10,  AiMm  o» /B^MTft. 

Db^ttob,  intuuf,  on  mllllU  oourta-martlal,  4;  on  the 
eaaaol  William  If  DT(aii,l<n;  on  the  admlBlon  of  rail- 
TMd  DuehlnaiT  fna  ot  dntj,  1S8;  on  the  drawbaek  on 
ToOned  n^r,  9U;  on  tie  oconpaHon  of  the  Oregon 
Blrer,  186,  IM;  Bepnaentatl**  from  Booth  Carolina, 
Sit;  onaouEhan  Indluu,  (09;  on  ardent  iplijli  In  the 
HaT7,  «TL    Aa  Indim,  toIk  B,  S. 

DvnauD,  Kadahi,  the  tma  of  ~Ia  tha  Boom,  tho  a 
nUtlTBtoMigLDgbMt  ilaTM  from  Onb^  oon^derod, 


144;  tUMor  lliecai«,144;  right  of  eTarr  dtlm  af  Oa 
Cnlted  State*  to  tnTtl  and  take  hit  aerrult.  and 
brfif  them  back.  IM;  eaaa  of  ambaaaadon,  141:  >ka 
law  prohibiting  Ih)  aeeurltT-  of  alaTea  waa  to  ba  ooa- 

itnud  In  the  moat  atrietwd  rigid  manner,  US;  tortber 


Vtt. 
I>tUIU»g.—Si*  Indir,  T<d.  t. 

JKtioai,  JoBwra,  relatlTO  to  moontod  Tolnntoan,  TT ;  Bi|». 
reientatlre  ftom  nUnolg,  STT;  on  dlitrlbaUon  ef  tha 
pnblle  landa,  MS.  fiaaAde^roLl. 
ZMlat  OK  /nqiorte— In  tha  Boue,  the  bllt  eonsldared,  51; 
whno  tn  wa  to  atop  In  thla  ajitam  of  progreaalTe  pn>- 
laetlos?  H;  tha  tariff  of  ISM,  If  rlghtlr  eieeuttd. 
woiM  giro  all  the  ptoleetlon  which  the  peoi^e  of  ihli 
eoaalr7  ought  at  thla  time  to  expect,  M ;  ftall  &lth  and 
credit  ahould  not  be  glren  to  all  the  etitanKati  la  pcU- 
tlona  and  nia[DOtIali,M;  not  a  man  weald  hare  Ihon^t  * 
of  iDOreadng  tha  dutj  on  certain  artlelea,  bat  fbr  tba 
olamqr  railed  bj  the  wo  ~ 
abnndantlf  protected,  B6 
icera  to  hare  eacqwd  the  notlee  of  tha  nnunlttcc,  S; 
look  at  the  aeesoIlT  for  laereaalBg  the  duty  oa  dnik, 
C8;  BTAtem  of  fraud  prmcttiad  to  iTotd  axteing  dutj,  3& 
Publle  Intereet  directed  lot  maST  jean  tewaidi  the 
eetabUahraeBt  and  progreaa  of  domaatio  niaiabrtara, 
5T ;  no  need  of  proteetloa  to  the  manofcctaran  ai  mo- 
lanaa,  BI;  IncreaM  of  the  btulneee,  ST;  UatorT  of  the 
leglllatlon  on  this  anl^iet,  ST ;  Importi  of  molaait^  H; 
the  poorer  part  of  the  population  pay  the  greater  por- 
tion efthiA  tar.  BB;  tha  lumber  bualneae,  hj- the  Impo- 
tfttoB  of  double  dnHea,  wonld  be  annlhUatod,  08;  the 
laherleg  wonld  wither  at  the  loaa  of  anj-  Imponut 
bnmeh  of  our  trad*  with  the  Veat  Indls,  BS ;  the  latn- 
eeCofdlAtmingmolaoBefl  woald  neoeasarll j  be  rolnrdbr 
doubling  the  dBtJe>,Ba;  qnantltruinuUjdlitilled.ll; 
UnpOftanoe  of  the  tobacco  tntcrert,  H;  the  reatrletieai 
of  the  conatlluUon,  S* ;  are  thtae  addltlauldaliH  oecet- 
Barj  to  aupport  the  goranunent  and  defend  the  eountrr  I 
(0 1  If  there  be  a  eboaea  noe  of  mn.  It  la  tha  biwri. 
planten,  die.,  BO ;  the  Inreaaant  angmeatatton  of  dulln 
on  Imported  articles  to  ttnrr  maaa&ctnro^  Is  a  deDfir- 
oni  pmoednre,  BO ;  hiatorf  of  tha  tariff  of  this  eonntrr, 
•1 ;  It  cannot  be  the  poller  o'  tbis  OoTerament  to  urn 
the  mannflictnTing  oaplU]  ot  this  eonntiT  lo  the  mang- 
flictun  of  the  raw  material  of  forrign  eonntrle*,  when 
we  can  produce  the  aame^  tl ;  the  propoeed  dntr  on 
wool,  BS;  the  United  Btatoa  now  produce  a  ■bScIibi 
qnantltr  of  ogeiee  wool  ^  arerr  domiwd  gfttMprceent 
manuEkcturen,  <K ;  calenlaHon  o(  the  wool  grown  In  the 
United  Btales,  (8 ;  couomptlon  of  wot^en  good*  In  the 
Dountrr,  Bl ;  Importation  of  fbreign  wool,  84;  ItaconflkC 
with  the  homo  article,  «1 ;  whero  Is  the  eiidcpce  oT  the 
want  oflbrelgn  ooarae  wool !  83;  manr  oTtheee  Imper* 
tatloni  are  made  In  OTasIonof  the  spirit  of  ulatinglawi, 
8S ;  It  Is  alleged  that  moat  of  the  veal  Is  of  a  flnsr  qui- 
Itr  than  the  natiie  wool  of  the  conntrr.BB;  llhasbKB 
Bald  that  the  demacd  Ibr  theee  eoane  woola  Gaoiut  ba 
supplied  bj  the  natire  wools  of  the  CDontrr,  BB ;  what 
ramedr  Is  proposed  agitnM  the  ImpartaOoB  ot  tke« 
eoane  wools  r«fl;  the  Butiject  of  woollen  dotha,  BE;  the 
cot  ot  the  nw  wool  In  this  oountrj  Is  about  ona  half 
the  coal  of  the  cloth  It  makes,  CT;  the  eoit  of  the  wool 
In  this  coustrTll  greater  than  the  eoet  of  the  aameweel 
In  Englsnd,  br  from  SO  to  80  per  «nL  npon  the  EBgUsk 
ooat,  8i ;  wist  *ro  the  present  awl  Iho  propoaad  dnO« 
on  theee  goods  I  (T;  are  the  dotlei  proposed  (oSideBt 
to  give  to  the  mannfliotoret  of  wm^en  cloths  that  pifr 
teetion  which  he  arthallr  reqolrea  F  BB ;  the  ftsads  al- 
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notion  lo  sttlk*  out  tha  mlnliDDiiu,  It ;  tUa  (yilam 
ll  u  uUn  depulsn  from  Uia  taltltd  policy  of  ttas  Sot- 
tramtat,Ki  irhit  would  tx  the  sfbot  of  tha  mlnlmBml 
nconmwided  bj  U(  Hurttbnrg CanTaoUoa I  IB;  so 
eombljution  of  too!  growari  mud  wool  DuonAetann 
■hsold  >Tar  attesipt  to  dlotata  a  tariff  t«  tha  paopla  of 
tbla  oaimti7,  TA ;  tha  laeglalatan  of  FanuylTanU  baa 
not  aaDctionad  the  propoaltloa  of  tha  HanlitiiiTf  Con- 
tanUoB,  It;  tha  amendmant  will  ha  as  abaolals  and 
Immedlata  piobibltion  of  nearLj  alt  the  fbral^  wooUaua 
worn  b;  the  pwnr  oluw*  of  tha  p»pl«,  n ;  Ih«  mlst- 
nnioa  will  be  pmnlnma  fbr  the  parpatntioD  of  fhwd 
asd  peijDiy,  78i  It  la  Hid  tha;  art  uneUciDad  by  tha 
eiampla  of  tha  oottoa  '"'"<"*"'"■,  7t\  the  propoaad 
meaEnn  of  tha  HarrlibniK  Cooiantiaii  wgold  (Ira 
bltthtoaa7itemofBBiiggliBg.TT;  If  ran  wlah  to  adopt 
ft  problMlai7  tfitoin,  fan  h«ra  not  aeleeted  a  propor 
aoane,niamei>dmeiitloat,n. 

Tha  Dtilr  fbnlgn  tiada  of  Setth  Cuollna,Mi  If  thla 
TVkt  for  oar  prodoflta  la  clOMd,  freat  dlatreaa  moat  aa- 
aoe,  e*i  eit«Dt  of  the  galea  of  Innber  at  tha  Fnneh 
laUodi,  Hj  naolU  of  a  Toyaga,  Mj  atata  of  annmaroo 
at  the  porta  on  Oeracoch  lalet,  60 ;  Mtnot  ftom  a  faa- 
nuBlal,  K ;  imoout  of  iiporta  to  tha  Tut  Indlu,  BS ; 
why  ahall  thla  trade  ba  ao  giieToaelf  oppnoad  I  81;  It 
la  aald  the  MU  la  a  oompromli«  b«t*eeD  two  ^raat  con- 
tradfig  partiM,  tha  DunnfMtnren  and  the  growan  of 
wool  and  grain  In  the  Northern  and  Middle  BUtea,  8S ; 
ll  the  lamber  and  agrlnltnnl  latareat  to  b«  aauUlced, 
to  trj  tha  arperlmant  of  making  tha  American  people 
eouamewhlikarTeT;  hlatorjoTthe  Madeira  trade,  ST; 
operation  oT  tha  bill  on  Kortb  Oajolina,  B8;  of  more  im- 
portance to  the  grmla  grower  gf  North  Carolliu  that  the 
Item  reUtiTe  to  molaaaea  ihonld  be  retained  in  the  hill 
than  *D)r  other,  SB;  amandmeot  rejected,  90;  Tarlcna 
mandmeaHmoTad, ». 

HoTodto  atrlka  ont  "Un"  wd  liuart  ■aeran  and  a 
bait"  utbe  dn^on  molaaaea.M;  operation  of  the  prea- 
■nt  law.  Hi  Inereaa*  of  du^  on  fnnlgii  tplritt,  RI; 
bonntf  to  the  nunnftetarer  of  nun  from  molaaaea,  91 ; 
how  will  thla  dntf  raaoh  tha  western  tarmen  bnt 
Ihroogh  thaweatcmdlallllaril  >1;  keeping  Iho  doty  In 
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oarrled,M;biUorder«dtobeengra8Bed,M:  tliablU,RS. 
QneaUon  on  tho  pawaga  of  tha  bill,  S5 ;  motion  IndcB- 
nltalj-  (o  poatpone,  «S ;  tha  bill  la  oppoaed  at  the  out- 
let bj  tha  maoa&atann  asd  wool  growara,  M ;  all 
■mendmenta  are  predodad,  M;  the  Immatnilty  of  the 
blIl,W;  reoUua  precipitation  with  which  ths  iiibject 
haa  been  preaied  to  a  conalnaion,  0T;  the  minimum 
pdndpja,  tTj  abaolntelj  Impoaalble  that  any  of  the 
uannlbctnreaembraeedln  thleblUcanbemade  aai 
In  thla  eODOtiy  aa  In  thoaa  from  which  wb  Import  them, 
M  ;  what  la  the  eomparatiTa  priea  of  labor  in  Ore 
Britain  and  tha  Unltad  BtMMl  M;  aUtimeat  of  wag 
In  Oreat  Britain,  98;  an  Amerlean  laborer  reeelT 
naoity  aa  mndi  In  a  itf  *•  tlw  EngUah  laborer  In 
week,  n  i  tha  lama  eonraa  of  reaaoning  applicable 
capital,  H;  the  ooatof  the  raw  mateiiol  fbr  woolli 
nuinnlaetnrei,  99;  the  Idea  that  domeetic  competitli 
iHIl  redoes  the  price  till  it  beeomea  aa  low  u  the  ll>telgii 
prodnction,  la  fonnded  on  an  atter  mlaeoneeptlDD 
addreu  of  the  Hairlibnrg  ConTCnUon,  IM;  Ita  literary 
lAaraeter,  IDO ;  It  la  conoedad  that  free  trade  won' ' 
nott  condndT*  lo  >  nation'!  protperlty,  If  all  ni 
would  pnrana  the  policy  of  lolarating  It,  101 ;  f 
i^eapondbintr  for  Uie  pavage  of  Uiia  Ull,  101 ;  thi 
dena  of  thii  lyMem  haTB  now  twehed  a  point  beyond 
which  yOB  cannot  carry  them  with  Impnnlty,  IDI ;  dia- 
ttaaalng  to  wltneM  the  kind  of  irlatoentia  Inflnat 
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whleh  meaanrea  of  thla  lort  are  obTlooaly  controlled, 
ICS;  we  hear  graTa  talk  about  promoting  the  Intarwt 
of  a  *■  whole  Btata,"  whan  In  therery  act  of  ImpoalBg  a 
tax  npon  the  great  body  of  the  people  of  that  Teiy  Btata, 
IW;  tha  Injnatiea,  Impolicy  and  anti-repDhllcan  tend- 
cnoy  oT  thla  lyatem,  IDS ;  It  la  alleged  that  the  Orman 
art  Intareatad  in  tha  aatibllahmast  of  manuflietnai  aa  n 
maana  of  obtaining  a  market  Itor  their  wool,  IBS ;  to  ■(• 
tempt  any  Intarlkranoe  with  dlatribation  of  domeatla 
capital  and  domeatla  labor  by  taxing  one  portion  tai  tho 
benefit  of  another  nnder  pretanoe  of  tegnlating  oob> 
maroa  la  a  gtoaa  and  tkaodolent  abnie  of  a  mnaUtntlond 
power,  IM;  neither  thla  gDTtniDwnt  nor  anyftvegoT- 
anunant  can  exlat  a  quarter  of  a  eentory  under  anch  « 
■yBtemoriegIdatlon,lM;  what  la  the  natare  and  tend- 
■noy  of  the  lyalem  wo  are  diaenadng  t  lOfi ;  InfttDatlna 
which  a  eomblnatlon  of  eapltallatg  and  polIUdani  haT* 
been  able  to  dlfhue  ofet  half  the  conntry,  lOS ;  anbrar- 
alTo  of  tha  constitution,  lot;  obaerraUoa  of  Chief  Jus- 
ties  Marshall,  lOS;  It  was  not  the  three  penny  ta  on 
tea  whleh  led  the  oolonlata  to  rwlstaaca  and  Indepand- 
•nes,  but  the  principle  atMrted,  IM ;  tha  aopremaey  of 
Congreia,  IDT ;  go  back  to  frindamuEal  principles,  and 
not  abide  IhadedsIoosofleglBlatiTaenaatmentBmeridy, 
lOT ;  aoorce  of  the  power  to  protect  doraeaUo  nuinufho- 
totes,  lOT;  ipeechof  Mr.  Bandolph,  lOB;  extract  from 
thaapwchoTF.  P.  Barbonrln  lSH,iae;  awide  dlSU- 
enoelna  moral  point  of  Tlew  between  tha  diracB  and 
tha  oonaeqEeBUal  operation  of  a  power,  106 ;  If  the  en- 
Gonngement  of  domeetic  Industry  la  deemed  of  audi 
eonsequanoa,  let  It  b«  done  by  the  Statea,  eonilstently 
with  the  proTiaionaof  the  coBstitntion,  110;  IfCongrMi 
can  conalltntionilly  pase  this  bill.  It  en  aaenma  com- 
plete legislation  OTer  tha  snl^eot,  luoorporate  the  com- 
panies and  do  any  thing  else  calctilAted  to  promote  their 
lntamta,110;  If  anyblU  la  to  pasa,  thla  one  ahould,  b*- 
canse  out  of  (he  extreme  evil  the  remedy  la  to  come, 
110 ;  my  olject  to  enter  a  Htm  and  untkltorlng  prateat 
agalnat  thla  whole  ayatem  of  restrlcUTe  OT  prohibitory 
Impoa^  111 ;  to  thla  syatem,  called  American,  there 
•eama  neither  Umlt  nor  saspenalon,  111;  state  of  filing 
among  Um  people,  US ;  yon  aro  coercing  na  In  Booth 
OatolUi*  to  Inquire  whether  wa  can  aJIbrtl  to  belong  to  * 
confederacy  In  which  auch  aerere  restrleUona  la  III 
Mtabliebed  policy.  Ill;  eidtemant  nnder  which  soma 
are  acting,  113;  It  la  Hid  that  wa  are  not  prohlMted 
fri»n  nunu&oturing,  114;  do  not  the  numerous  memo- 
rtala  npon  onr  tables  apeak  a  language  that  sbonld  be 
llitaned  to  by  this  HouMf  US;  the  goTcmmant  wia 
Airmed  on  the  ptlndplg  that  tba  people  ahoutd  be  able 
to  control  their  mlera,  IIS;  wa  too.  Ilka  England,  most 
hare  our  acheciea,  lis ;  the  dame  of  this  manuihctiiTlng 
mania  has  bacB  tanned  In  aome  Btatea  for  political  pm- 
poee^  lit;  compare  the  altniticn  of  tbe  North  at  thla 
time  with  the  Bnnth,  lit ;  owing  to  tho  system  of  legla- 
latlon  panned  by  Congrcaa,  we  are  to  attribata.  In  ■ 
great  measure,  the  imprecedanted  depreclstloo  of  <mr 
property,  IIT  i  un  paMd,  lis ;  debate  on  tbe  title,  US; 

)Wl4,US. 

ItrawbMt.—ln  the  Benste,  a  bill  to  extend  the  Um* 
within  whldi  merchandise  may  be  exported  with  tha 
beneflt  of  drawback,  conHdend, 100;  oouiae  porsued  In 
drttt  Britain  on  thla  aubjeet,  Ml;  tiDM  eiltndad  to 

Oraietoet  o*  r^Jtn4d  ni^ar.—raat  oents  now  al- 
lowed, and  Uie  obfeet  of  the  bill  b  to  aOow  Uto  otnM, 
no ;  it  will  enable  tha  Amarloan  to  compete  with  the 
Ibrelgn  nunufhctHTOT  in  fbralgn  marketa,  110 ;  this  aya> 
tarn  Ihonld  bs  diminished  or  repealed  nllogathar,  110 ; 
no  reason  why  Hew  Orleans  sugar  might  not  be  made  - 
aa  dry  and  M  lit  Ibr  raOnlng  aa  the  Hanni,  HO;  shall 
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wa  glTB  oocoDngamsnt  to  th*  Tcfloan  In  tUg  «miiti7, 
or  ta  IbnIgBtn  I  110 ;  tha  qauHoa  1>  trhgthm- « a  sbill 
tilow  thi  dnirtHct  to  the  wbola  imount  of  tlia  dnUa 
or  not.  Ill ;  ortg<°*l  pallor  a">M  dimvlnck  iritim,  111 ; 
tlie  reflulDg  cf  thliartlda  vill  >fd  tba  mun&eCDnr,  ail ; 
•taUofttiiiigslBnM,Bll;  tha  prladpla  of  illowllig  > 
dnnbiek  wai  i  pl^n  and  asHDtUl  ono  to  tha  UTigitlaii 
ud  commerca  of  tha  nmntiy,  111 ;  Id  Htc  ^aus  tha 
pradocUan  will  tuaii  the  oouamptlan,  ill ;  amaod- 
mant  proposed  and  lost,  Sll;  a  nice  calcn^Uonloluiow 
haw  taoch  the  refiner  paid  fbr  hla  iiig>j|  Bll;  flva  cants 
too  great  to  ha  aUo>(d,iIa;  tha  gorermnent  will  be 
tha  loaer,  tlS;  ■  bonntj'ihanld  notbeiwld  to  anabteth* 
manol^tiuer  ta  aaod  tha  proeaeda  of  hli  ludnatry 
■broad,  118 ;  vhat  li  tha  ottject  of  reflsitig  T  SIS ;  nmn- 
iMrafinanabctnranin  the«>oDti7,SUi  Qa  objactof 
Iba  bll[  !a  raHj  to  gin  one  cent  mora  on  TaBlwd  ingar 
than  fonnerlr,  lllj  amendment  offand  tint  tha  drnr- 
la  Bxpartt  eqnal  the  Im- 
erer  beta  allond  on  the 
Mat  of  the  blown  ntgiir,  but  aolalr  on  aeoonnt  of  aielaa, 
114 ;  a  drawback  afterwarda  allowed,  til ;  the  drawback 
did  Bot  oilglnata  with  the  aiclBa,  lU ;  adTaotagu  of  Die 
dnwback  tretam,  914 ;  amaadmant  paiawl  and  bill  or- 
dared  to  ba  engmaaed,  HE. 

Dratciaett  ttittuioa  qfUnuJbr.—la  Iba  Htnua,  the 
qnetUan  on  tha  puaage  of  the  bill,  UO ;  It  propoan  to 
■boUih  the  per  eent  charged  on  debanlnrei,  MO ;  It  will 
takaotr  1100,000  Aom  the  reYenae.lOD;  object  of  thla 
par  cent  chlTga,  1«D ;  thia  otjaet  now  proTlded  fn,  MO; 
ottJaot  la  to  place  tba  foreign  trade  on  the  wiia  and  Ub- 
•nl  fbetlng  of  other  Da(loiu,Kl ;  emrneoBalmpreaalona, 
»l;bUIpWMd,Hl 

I>nHBbaek  on  r^)lntd  MHror.— The  bill  Inereaalng  tha 
dnwbaok  on  reSnad  lugir  taken  Dp,  149 ;  the  bill  pro- 
poue  to  give  a  baunty  on  domattje  raOnad  engara,  when 
■iported,  ot  flla  canta  per  ponnd  under  tbo  pretext  that 
ttal*  brown  aogar  pa^i  three  oeuta  on  ImpDrtatlOD.  IBS ; 

tlon,  KB ;  what  ought  to  ba  tba  aetoal  amoiuit  of  da- 
baotore  T  Ml ;  effect  et  the  bill  to  grant  an  additional 
drawback  an  raflDedaogar,  COS;  If  aogar  could  be  niaed  at 
taoma  aa  cbeapl;  aa  It  cu  b«  Irapoited,  we  ibDnld  not 
go  Bbimd  tbr  tha  artlole,  IKS;  the  bill  ooght  not  to  pua, 
MS ;  tbla  bill  does  not  l(«ltliiialelT  pertain  to  the  sfi- 
tem  of  diawbaclU,  KB ;  InCarftr 
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11  will  prudDoa  a  benefit 
to  the  commerce  and  nSTlgatlaa  ot  the  eonBtrj,  IM; 
Drigin  of  onr  allowanca  of  a  drawback  on  reOlIed  aogar, 
S»;  amiitake  that  the  poller  how  cootandad  for  had 
bean  adopted  durlag  tba  flrit  adminlstratloa  of  the  goT- 
emmaDt,lM;  wnouit  of  exports,  SM;  the  adrocatee  ot 

tberebr  tba  applleatloD  of  a  poTtion  of  oni  capital  and 
labor  to  the  mahtiActara  of  an  article  for  aiportatlnTi 
out  of  foralgn  [TUtetlala,  SS4 ;  It  will  not  affect  liijorl- 
■HUlr  the  prodnctlon  of  domestle  soger,  SH;  sugar 
forms  an  essential  article  of  onr  eoramerea,  MT ;  In  all 
other  eonntrlas  tha  drawback  aqnallad  tha  dotj  paid, 
SOT ;  datf  ot  Congress  to  cnooarsga  the  carTjIng  tT»da, 
Wl ;  the  oolj  qnestlon  reapects  tha  rale  at  wUeh  the 
drawback  ong^l  to  ba  Iliad.  S<3;  mora  nw  ngar 
brought  Into  Ibe  country  than  la  can9umed.MS; 
reason  wh;  tDdi  a  muiobcture  shontd  Ungnlsh  I 
amendioaDt  to  limit  the  drawback  to  foralgn  aogar 
when  refined,  SOS ;  modlficsUon  recommended.  MS 
feaji  of  Injnrr  to  tba  sugar  Intereat  tram  this  bill, ' 
alleged  tbat  the  drawback  shonld  eqnal  the  dut;  Bl  tha 
ground  for  the  pSB^a  of  th*  blll,lM;  tUs  bUl  wtU 


tha  fondgn  aogai  orar  the  dtB^k 

sugar,  Eia  1  atatamant  of  facts,  STO ;  to  tha  nlent  IW 
the  foreign  sugar  la  refined,  the  bUI  wiU  repeal  the  Atj 
of  tkrts  aente  on  that  utida,  !71 ;  ■  TicdMloD  of  pitA 
blth  to  do  now  laj  act  to  Injor*  the  Lonlalau  rem- 
Iketorer.  tTl;  tba  prindpla  embrtead  In  tbts  bll1,tll: 
eipenses  In  t-onlslana,  STI ;  daollsa  Ib  tba  hmlaiMiif 
rafinlng  shown  b/  lieta,  ITS ;  the  lust  law  on  the  sutttct, 
in ;  this  decline  not  chargeable  to  the  deeraaaiid  rn- 
portloD  of  drawback,  STS;  the  bonntf  allowed  lo  Iha 
foreign  article  Is  the  reason  why  the  domeade  artlelc  it 

sn. 

/h  Oj  5n<i(a,  a  bill  to  ndnee  the  dntlM  on  asSae,  M, 
cocoa,  AiL,Ul, 

jbU.— Uotlou  to  rednes  the  dntj  ta  leu  cents  oa  flilr- 
ell  ponnda  rtjeetad.  MI ;  salt  tax  orarthrovB  la  Eag- 
lud,561i  enormous  amount  of  tha  tax,  Ml  J  wrightef 

tlonsof  thecounti7,MS;  the  wat  the  tne  aval  of  IB 
moat  opprtaslie  opantloit,  MS;  tha  proTlalaB  onn 
and  exporters  entitled  to  tha  same  bountlea  and  aDaW' 
ancea  with  the  cxporten  of  fish,  DOS ;  tbo  iHvrlaun 
trodo  of  tha  weat,  BSS ;  reaaona  for  keepliig  np  thla  tax. 
£44 ;  the  sail  tax  brought  to  the  teat  ot  Iha  prlsdplce  oT 
tha  AmettsB  syatam.  Ml ;  another  gronnd  of  liila  tcr 
the  eondnuance  ot  tha  dutlu  examined,  BU ;  It  Is  aid 
these  daUee  ihould  ba  kept  up,  as  In  Dma  of  war  n 
most  depend  on  the  homesnpplr,  H9;  all  thee*  afgu- 
meots  used  In  vain  In  £iiglud,  MS;  Ilka  reanlt  nna 
coma  hara,  D4S;  bill  ordered  to  ba  engrosoad,  0^ 

In  He  j?iiu<e,  a  resolullDU  Initmcting  the  Commtttaa 
of  Wa^B  and  Means  to  bring  In  a  Idll  allewlBC  a  draw- 
bw±  of  ten  oeuls  on  dlstUled  rum,  Clb ;  thb  raselBtloB 

sltoatlon  la  which  tba  laitff  of  1813  fonnd  htaB,C3: 
itatacaant  of  thair  poaltlon,  tTB ;  the  repeal  of  this  draw- 
back baa  tilled  of  the  object  Intended,  074 ;  11  la  »( 
marelrfortha  dlstlUerwa  should  peas  this  rwilolfoo, 
balforothar  axtenilTO  branches  of  IndoattT,  470;  wkdu 
reUet  to  the  Veet  India  trade  will  aid.  (IT ;  the  mslKltl 
used  br  tha  distiller  Is  ss  mnch  tha  prodnea  of  our  sod 
as  tha  whisker  which  tba  Ikrmer  gets  In  axehang*  for 
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bf  aHowIng  Ibu  aad  ■  half  cents  aa 
J ;  erplaBBtloa  of  tha  imaDU  wklih 


Indncad  this  m 

ted  stale  of  tha  eonntiT  on  this  gcaenl  nt^fot,  4TS; 
general  remarks  on  tbo  tarlK  4n ;  of  all  the  diCt«  Im- 
poeed  bj  the  tariff  that  on  bogging  Is  uost  ialqalloBB 
and  nutenable,  4T>;  It  Is  charged  agijnsi  th*  Baoth  that 
weara  tooeaallrexdled,CT9;  what  eUm  bu  the  mn- 
n&eturar  of  bagging  to  the  protection  of  gorctftnaotT 
830;  II  IsHld,  that  It  la  Important  for  ^  IntarcBtsat 
the  nation  that  her  auppUas  Bhaold  ba  dnwm  frvm  her 
awn  rtsouroes,  6S0 ;  It  Is  said,  tha  Interest  of  oaa  pMtle- 
nlar  seetlau  mutt  jltld  to  that  partlciilar  paller  wUch 
promotai  the  Interost  of  tha  whole,  tSO ;  trUUBg  as  Oh 
dnlf  ma;  appear.  It  Is  on*  of  tha  hl^cat  aaoag  an 
Imposts,  481;  ODrapatatlra  marllaof  tha  dalma  tadnw- 
baekot  tha  two  articles.  ESI ;  furthernmuki,  4aL— £m 
Indel^  Tol&  1, 1,  8, 4,  E,  fi,  T,  S.  *. 
I>uU4t,  TiLoi,  ^.,  Aboimon  qf.—lu  tha  Benati^  le*Te  Is 
brInglnabUlfoi,  as)ied,4<SllIUeDfthebllt.4Ca:  rie- 
Utlon  ot  nnneaessarj  duties,  4SS ;  expluutloB,  441 ;  Int 
section,  444 ;  al»llshlng  dades  bf  the  ^nt  act  of  Iha 
leglslatlTe  and  aieeuIlTe  depailinanla,  4M ;  aqotnltvl^ 

naTlgatton.  444;  treiUessbroad  to  be  founded  on  lagla- 
UtIiea<tlanBthome,4<It;n 
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4Hi  tha  paeolUr  TesomnMBditloB  ti  tha 
~'  bUl,«T,4<S;ltprMmti 
lulffqiwitJOBUdu'iMwpo^iifTlaw.MS;  thU 
■Qui  tut  ksntofim  nilad  on  two  pttX  pilodplti— 
prcaaDtod  to  the 
) ;  tha  prtudpl*  of 
4lli  toewmd  luportitjon  of  gold  ud 
rinc,  411 ;  In  piaBOtlI«  tha  intanial  tnda  or  Uailn, 
4N ;  aiH  a  ipMdr  daaih  and  butUl  of  tha  unir  qna*- 
tloa,«n;  bm  nlallTa  to  tha  ult  tu  and  tha  flihariea, 
at;  rcaaou  Cn-  proptdog  t«  abollah  tha  wit  tmi,  III, 
n;  \f.t»  tnaUA  jmd  tlw  bm  rwd,  Oi ;  ftuthac  eon- 
ddand,4M. 

DMttt*  TbiHUffL-'&a  Indim,  toL  1. 
DwtaBT,  Hum  W„  on  fianl  apprnprlitliHii,  ( ;  on  TWton 
al  WaK  FoUt,  10;  on  tha  sSea  ofM^ar^aDanl,  ITS; 


Bull,  iexut,  3*~,  BapraaentaliT*  Sniai  B*«  Totk,  IIK. 
In  tha  Home,  a  propoaltlon 


o,sei;i 


wblch 


d«a  not  pivparlj  oom*  within  tha  oontrol  oT  Confnai, 
SSI;  belonca  to  tha  Btatta.  SSI ;  no  namaltr,  Ml ;  u- 
tnot  fniD  tha  maaaga  of  the  flnt  Praaldant,  D81 ;  con- 
itltntioiul  point,  eei ;  naolntlan  Ud  oa  tlia  UblB,  SSI. 
XmrAua,  Kixuii,  Adtma  nt,  tt  Irnlta,  toL  & 
SltcHmifPr4tldai*.—St4liidt^Tti.l,tiiAIitdaa,v<iL», 


tltdorat  VoUJbr  A-H<if»£— In  tha  Bonia,  a  naolntlon 

calllii(  Att  ooplH  of  carHfliata  and  llita  of  Totai  ra- 

tonad  at  tha  lut  Praildcatlal  alestlon,  olf9rad,lH; 

o>]ect  of  tha  naolotlan,  IM ;  oti^eotlans  to  tha  eartlS- 

catB>,lU:  the  ntnnu,m;  (aitbarmnnki,  ISI;  nai>- 

Intlon  laid  on  (h«  Cable,  1B8. 
Bitt^t'S  tfo  ratdini  t*  WaMnfflon  lo  a  tat  In  tkt 

iTiwaajVmt  JfiuwuAKHtti.— iSm  Hidta,  toI.  T. 
ELua,  FovBiTTAR,  SauloT  tram  MlnUrippI,  «U ;  on  th« 

confinBatlai  of  orattlB  luid  d*liiii,CIT.    St  Indtm, 

TOLB. 
KLuirOBTM,  WiLLUK  W^  Baprcaantallt*  Aran  Connactl- 

cnl,  Gil;  ontha]adkl*TriM};oai«llaftawldoir^  A<. 

of  Dfflsan  of  tha  Honat,  (M 

Britain. 

gKtldmftt,  jnK«»ni0«tMiit  of.— St  Aif «!,  toI  K. 

Etahi,  Sioiei,  BapiaaaDtallTa  ftom  ICaina,  GT& 

Etaki,  JeasuA,  EapnaentatlTa  from  Panntjlraala,  ETI. 

SniIR,  Edwasd,  on  TUton  at  'Wart  Point,  11;  on  tha 
aliliiiofUeida,4a;  on  allUni  irlth  BnUI,  lU,  IIT,  IM : 
OB  tha  oeenpatloB  of  ths  Oregon  rtrar,  IM,  ffiO,  SOI ;  on 
latraneliroan^  S4T ;  on  tha  ralea  of  oidar,  4DI ;  Eapr«- 
WBtitlTa  from  UanuhDHttt,  til;  on  Wait  Point 
Aaadamr,  64S ;  on  dlplomatlo  axpanaa^  490 ;  on  T«llef  to 
wtdovt  of  eflloen  of  Horntt,  MO;  m  IndUn  AOln, 
cn.    Sm  7»JBi^  toIl  S,  0. 

EmaTT,  UoiAoi,  BapnaantaUie  from  yirmonl,  ETC 

XtcluHigt  qfSlo^a.~8t  Indti,  toL  T. 

XwlH  on  Z47W>rft— li^ /ndM,  ToU  I,  B. 

JfaceuHa*  I>ipaTiBtmU.~St*  /iuIm,  toL  1. 

■BaaoHtfa*  P»«trt.—St  Indue,  toL  B. 

a>ipalrtaMcnt.—St» ladm,  Tub.  i,^t. 

StptdMo*  agaitit  Porta  Biao.-St  Adat^  tbL  T. 

V(iL.X-4T 
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KtdueHm  pfi—St*  Indta,  toL  T. 

Hrplertng  9iptdUlim.—'Io  tha  Sanita,  a  raaolatlon  nlatlro 
to  an  exploring  anpedltioii  to  th*  PaeUla  and  Bonlh 
Sett,  eoBildarad,  MO ;  hlatoij  of  tha  eipedltlOD,  MO; 
action  of  OoBgma,  HO;  anDall  TlMel  to  be  aant  oQ^ 
HI;  proeaadlnga  of  tha  Baoratu?  of  tko  Vnj,  HI; 
no  taw  to  ianetlM  tha  South  FoUr  Sipadltlon,  Ml ; 
naaou  tat  oalllng  ftir  Isfbrmatlan,  MS ;  r«ao1ntloa 
Bcreed  to,  S4S;  futhai  dlasuaad,  tSS;  erderad  to  ■ 
third  nadliiR,  no. 

AipwWliV  Ma  JdiinuJ  q^  Oo  «M<i(«.— »a  A^  ToL  & 


ndaral  Judftt-^Bt  Jkdte,  nil.  4,  B,  u 


/■>l«^Tala.i 

FmCT,  lUAo,  BcpraaantatlTa  from  Saw  Tork,  Wt, 

FmLAT,  JuB.  KepraiaDtatlTa  from  Ohio,  lin.  St  A- 
<laiS  ToIi.  8,  >. 

Tatra,  Qioian,  Baptaaentitlva  from  New  Toi^  SIL 

Flag  qfeu  UMted  BtaUt—St  ImOtai,  toL  1. 

gU>rida,Laiid  Cloiau  <*.— In  tha  Honia,  ■  blllralatlTa  to, 
eouldered,  ISt ;  beta  ralatlTa  to  land  eblma  In  Flnlda, 
188;  itlpulatad  b^traatr  that  tha  United  Btatea  ihall 
eoBflnn  (o  the  eblmanti  their  tltlea  to  tha  aaml  axtaM 
aa  Bpalnwonld  biTa  dona,  IM;  thaw  Utlat  dapand  ea 
the  local  ordlBaDcea<rf>  foreign  gDTaniioaBt,IM;  Ifth* 
grant  li  not  (noh  aa  tbli  goranuiMiit  atlpabtad  to  eoa- 
flimonder  the  tmtj,  itli  a  part  of  tha  pabUe  doiaalit 
eededb7lt,lS>[l:  rerlew  cf  the  bbtorrofoiiileglibtlom 
on  thli  nbJaoC,  ISO ;  partlnlar  iUpnlatlon  of  the  Ilittlda 
Ireal7, 18S ;  bill  ordered  to  be  ancroaad,  18S. 

Florida,  Jfairl  in.—Sia  Itidta,  toL  7.  COnakStt  A- 
doB,  ToL  S.  OettmtnfU  «f.—St  I»l»m,  toL  &  iQpiMi- 
fi4  TVaofy ;  oosapaMon  9/.— A*  Adu^  toL  i.  Php- 
cAoaa  <^.—St*  luda),  toL  I.  Wr'tttrt^-St  ladtK, 
T0L8. 

FuTD,  Jamt,  OB  tha  lata  Senanl  Brown,  SI ;  on  th*  oaad' 
paUon  of  tha  Oregon  ifni,  Ha,  W.   St  Indmt,  Tdi. 

■,I,lL 

Foot,  Bajrixl  A^  on  Indian  qipcoprbtlou,  UI ;  Benatvr 
tram  Conneetlcnit,  «M;  en  a  tnllitair  Sr«o  eitaUlab- 
pa7  of  pnrwm  In  tha  bbtj,  ttU,  Olt^  610^ 


SIS.    i 


TOLI. 


Fobs,  Juoa,  SapToaantatlT*  troo  Pona^trub,  BTt. 
nraltnJaiM4rt,MuuiifPr*vatg*^-StStdmnll. 
nratgit  RtlaHaiu.—St  Inditi,  rob.  4,  t, 
AralffiMra,  PMUom/Voa^-iSm  AAe^  foL  8. 
Fornns,  Jorb,  Banitor  from  Oengla,  4M ;  as  tha  Attonwf 

Gonanl,  EM ;  on  tha  remoral  of  th«  [Bdlui,  SOL 
ToBT,  ToKUxaoi,  on  tba  conflrmatlon  of  oertaln  land  idalini. 

eSI;  on  theCnmberlaDdroad,  870.    JiM  Ad«^  toL  V. 
ToKWAMSf  CEAiniflBT,  BepraaentatlTa  from  PanntjlTanlb 

Bit.    &<  A<{ei(,  ToL  9. 
FovTO,  Thoku  F.,  SapreaantlUTa  from  Oeorgta,  BTt;  «i 


a,i6T. 

JVoiiUii;  PTintitg*.—8t  Aden,  rob.  1, 1 
Frtdem  ^  Oaiuei*met,—at  Indta,  toL  I. 
F»BLui«Bu  ii»»,  Thmdobj,  BeutoT  turn  If  aw  J*nir,4tt; 

on  th*  nmoTal  ef  tha  ladlu^  tUt;  on  tb*  uioaKt 

Oanaial,B8L 
FrmA  OOtomtal  7fadA.—St  TodfB,  tdL  >. 
JIVwu*  StfligtitrSt  Indiai,  itiL  I. 
rrtiH*  4MUaNM<.-.SM  Indtia,  yiH.  1,  *,  T. 
J^anot  DtrtL—St  Iitdi^  toL  B. 
Frvntitr^  PntteUo*  ^.-St  Adaa,  ToL  L 
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fiT,  Joors,  Ji,  BtpiSMDUtlTa  from  FumqrlruU,  SI 

AffMlH  AllWM— iSm  IMlttt,  Toll.  E,  fl,  T,  SOMft 

limwi,  KoauT.— In  tha  SaoUa,  ■  bill  ta 
haln  oi;  enuldand  aad  rajMMd,  4H. 


Gatf  A  Stolon  eltaltd  prMwl— fiM  I»dtm,  n 
Storgia  dadiu.— In  tte  Bdbh,  ■  motloD  to  r 


of  (haie  clulina  ]u>  Barar  be«a  aximlMd  bf  tha  Hduh, 
■801  ths  msrlDDf  tb*aUliu,no:  daUUi,ni;  (touDd 
of  aallfm  lo  U*  daelilon  oa  tbeae  dilnii,  8Slj  otj«ta 
ftn  Thlah  tha  olalmut*  aoolaikd,  QSa ;  t]i«  lodUoa  in 
ddlanoaot  the  tw^kept  Iha  i]aTa>,<Sa;  arathaln- 
dlua  iB  aODiaqnanca  ol  their  Ui  &lth  I«  b*  plHSd  Is  k 
battai  tltoatlsB  aad  tha  ovoer  of  the  propart;  In  > 
von*  OB*  r  m;  the  olifmuitt  vara  tBUUtd  to  reotlTa 
■  Jnet  Indainnlflatloii  for  the  propertj  boI  reatorad, 
BBS;  what  la  >  Joit  indeouitllalloB  fOrainongt  S8S; 
the  prepartfhu  been  loatm  alaraB  )«tn^  u>d  t«  Ihi 
n  <tf  Um  t*Ib*  of  tha  •brea  at  tha  time 


u  entitled  (0  the  luMoa  of  the  menar  iftor  paj- 
IBC  the  daln  of  (h*  mttou  of  OMrgUt  tH;  detar- 
iBlned  br  the  trattr  at  th*  ladlu  BpilBI*  lad  tk<  agree- 
moat  betweaa  the  Indliiu  ud  the  oonunlMloiien  of 
Seoisl*,  Ml  atJpolatlaB of  tha  treatT-.M;  artlalaof 
agrawBit  (H;  oomodMloMT  qipolstod  to  daidde  on 
a*(UiBa,tM:Uinpott(othaPrHU«it,nt;  ilii 
■■Id,  tha  iBdlvu  are  lot  u  todepandent  people, 04; 
MBtaole  of  the  Hhedcd*  of  cUmi  exUUIad  to  the  «em- 
mlirfonar.llll;  If  Iqjnatlo*  hae  bats  doM  to  tha  eUlm- 
uti.  It  la  proper  tor  Cosfreae  to  Interpoea,  MS;  the  sa- 
tm*  of  tfa*  debt  detanalned  onlj-  bj  telBrenee  to  auto- 
«BdenttraatIaa,m;  Uwe*  tneUea  UMslned,  US. 

Tha  qnaetioB  li  ivhether  ftirthar  lagtilatlon  om  tbU 
fsbjoet  be  lo*  sooeiatfj  or  mott  SN;  what  ware  the 
esoMMatlOBe  that  led  to  the  fcnuUoo  of  the  tTMtr  of 
IBM  t  WT;  the  qneatton  proiuti  a  ooreneMt,  to  the  pn- 
laetlBc  rt  which  the  laMnt  of  three  paitlotwM  >eeM- 
•U7,nT;  looufrtBg  the  UtaBttoa  Into  dtatilDdun. 
dH7  for  piDportr  doitrerod  la  not  admitted,  WT;  It  t> 
ummed  that  tha  iBdIwu  are  entitled  to  tha  (orploa 
iftar  the  aatlabatlon  of  Qear|]a,MT;  the  powara  and 
tllhti  pertalBlDf  bf  the  pilBdplea  of  om  GoremmaBt 


tham,  n§;waieraplad  not  then  to  take  kn&OBwUoh 
we  finudod  our  homaa  that  doit  oora  the  whole  efooT 
Umtti.  tn;  IndlTldnale  poaaa«ed  thailRtat  and  power 
to  make  aiuh  pnrchaaaa  aa  thej  ml^t  think  propar, 
BBV;  naaoB  aial^ed  fOrcanilBf  tha  ohanfft  In  tha  mode 
of  aei]olrlD|IndiaaIud>,IW;  Kins  Gaorje'i  pnolasia- 
tJonlalTn,  SW;  ftanhar  remarka  on  tfe*  poUsr  pmnad 
to  the  lBdIaBa,M):  uHclaOf  tha  coBfedaraUon,  BU; 
what  la  dfidnead  1  S41 ;  another  eUiiM^  Ml ;  aXimlnatloB 
of  the  dlSMeet  mtTeiidon  of  the  vut*  bad*  br  th* 
dlfbraat  Btalaa  to  tha  Oenenl  OoTetiunaat,  BIS ;  ean- 
dlttoaa  of  tfaoie  gnuita,84t;  that  of  the  Btate  of  If*w 
Tork,S4l;  thatDftheBtaUofTlninIa.B«B;  thaStataa 
admitted  from  Ihaie  terrltorlaa  mnat  haTO  the  aama 
il^ta  *■  th*  oil^nil  atete*,  BU;  Oat  of  Bonth  OaroUna, 


IBO^  that  tha  Gawd  O 
the  Indian  Htla,  SU;  aataflor  to  tbaaa  antwdan,  ae  to 
ai  the  ArUdea  of  ConfMoiBtloB  want,  tW  powa  (f  <a 
troUlBCtUaHililaot  b*lonB*d  aielsilnlj  to  th*  Blaltk 
8Mj  examination  of  tba  ConatltnUaB  of  th*  U^lcd 
BlaIa*,8U;  can  Caasraa,  if  enj  State  thoncht  paspa 
to  iBtarpoae,  take  Indiana  fr«B  mA  BEelaf  S4S;  wha 
tba  Indian  title  la  eitln(BlAad,  It  k  aald,  tha  hnd  le- 
OOOM*  pabllo  land,  H3;  tth  aitlda  of  th*  orilHDei  kr 
tha  goramment  of  Iha  tarrttoiT  north  of  tlw  Mikh  MS  1 
ma;  not  the  Mil  be  In  the  Oeneral  Osranman^  aad 
the  people  Miyeot  to  tb*  nm^dpal  ninlBtlaB*  ef  Ite 
BtateTMtll 

TliaSnt  quaatlon 
uoe  bolOBftd,  after  aatliiyini  tha  OnifU  ilaliiiialir 
S4T{  etrcnmataaeea  under  whleh  tha  eoBtnot  wee  al- 
tered Iota,  g4T;  tba  United  Btalaa  hare  not  dime  ;Mie* 
to  tha  dtliena  of  Oeerfli  In  It*  a^JudkntiOB  of  Ibair  da- 
niaada  acalMt  tb*  Onak  IndUu,  MT 1  dDli«  th*  Be**- 


eatlrelr  drir*n  from  it*  llndta  br  the  Creek  IndJIaBa  aad 
tbaU*Ul*i,US:  tba  mberUKe  of  th*  natural  T^ete- 
Hon  of  the  eonntiT,  InaCead  of  pnrlDc  an 
tha  aettlan,  had  bean  the  oeaalaB  of 


ffaorvlaZawl  CJalmA—ei*  ludim,  raL  I, 

0earv<<>  JKUUa  Oa*M,->S»  JiKl«,  ml*,  t,  «,  I,  a,  A 

etargia  FrMul.— la  the  Beaate,  the  pnteat  M  Oen|h 

iCHutlhelaiiaaetaf  IB!S,onu«d,«;  oontMta  aad 


arehlT**  of  th*  OovonnenI,  Ml ;  patrtotlaB  of  tha  du- 

una  of  Oeoifla,  m  j  ordered  to  be  printed  far  th*  lae 

ofthe8«nil*,Bl. 
£r*orff<a,«o<*/M-iVa*lifaitfi>ieW,lM.-A*  AUa^nh 

1,X8,*,B,M,B. 
ffarma*  invMOffOi  ^^B*  ^— iSm  Ada,  T«L  & 

~     m  the  late  GoBBil  BiswB^  mil:* 


Ombt,  Iimn,  BepwiintaBTa  ftow  Panadjlraala,  BH  Sm 

J»d«a,  ToL  t. 
QauiiDT,  Fun,  Sanatar  from  T 

raeolotlon  on  th*  paUla  lend^  dHL 
Ouattmala,MiMtoiHa.--BtItiitm,nLt. 


a-exLiT,  Hmni  H^  oo  the  dnwbad  oa  raSnad  nfu;  M; 
on  FoDOhartraln  canal,  ir~ 
lau,nT.   A*  JiMiaa,  nk.  T,  8t  K 


dbyGoogle 


ffdbiH  OOtjHit,  lupmtlim  i^.—Se4  fining  voU.  t,  & 

HuL^ ,  DD  TUhm  iX  W«t  PolBt,  ID ;  on  cmlfntlni 

oriii<llMu,ll,1S.     iSm /•WfM^  TOL  1. 

Hux,  TsoifAB  H.,  on  Intanul  tmpn>nm»iitt.  HB ;  Bspn- 
HnUtlvg  tnm  Horth  Cunlliti,  ST( ;  dq  CommlttH  on 
KdniatlaD,  SGI;  od  nmlstlanuy  peulou,  KB.  £m 
AAb,  TOli.  1,  T,  9. 

BAun,  Jxnu.  H.,  Bf proHntitlrB  tteta  tl»ir  Tort,  GTS. 

^imiUim,  Attaa*iitr,  rapori^,  tuKtertlarytftlu  Traa- 
tury. — 3**  Indmti  toL  1,  TVttuury. 

KuDtTDS,  JuDM,  Ji.,  oBen  ■  naolstion  on  mlUtU  coiuti- 
mutl^  1 ;  on  Tlilton  M  Tut  FolDt,  13 ;  on  ntnniih- 
mant,ea;  on  Uw  lulff  UU,  110;  on  tht  uuiilt  on  ths 
PiHldeiit'i  e«»UT7,  IW ;  on  rotnachnwct,  \W,  tST, 


Bun 


BFB,  SopnunUtiT*  tt 


w  HunpaUt*, 


to  Jk  Aaaa,  AeMy  i^.^—St*  Indta,  toL  B. 
Ha1*>t,  Johatsu,  BaprMCDtatlTa  fton  Maw  Huopalilra. 

at.      SH  l^dtlB,  TOk.  a,  1. 

HAwsm,  JoavE,  RiproMBtMlTO  ftom  Haw  York,  Git. 

Uxm,  BoniR  Y.,  on  tha  dlMKbntlooof  Iha  TSiemu,  IN ; 
onllia»pli>[tii(gipedltlon,>4D;  m  tha  prsteit  of  Bvath 
CuoUu,  Hi;  OB  TanlnUDBUT  pantloM,  MS;  OB  1B- 
■tnetionl  to  Puumi  mlnlitarm,  SfiO,  ItM;  Saootor  tnm 
SootJi  CuroUu,  W(;  on  >  mUltarr  p«*»  eatabUahment, 
43S;  on  Foot^  naolatloD  on  pnklla  Und^  US,  4St,  <S8  : 
on  dodntloiu  to  duf  nod  domb  ujlnmi,  BU ;  on  pnj  of 
pnrwn  In  tha  n»T7,  Ell,  Gl^  BIS,  Btl,  B18 ; 
(•nanl  In  Iba  UTy.  SIS,  BU  ;  on  tha  pataat  omea,  BU, 
Ba,6M;  <intb*p<iMl»nmn,B4T.    Sttl»4t(e,m.l. 

Batib,  Chaiui  IL,  on  indata  at  Waat  Point,  B;  on  tha 
ChMUpeaka  lad  Obia  cuul,ltD:  BcpmanUtl**  tnm 
6«orfli,$II;  oocompanintlonafiiMmbiniiMa;  ondli- 
tilbnttoaoIth<paUlBluda,Wl;  on  Indian  affiln,  CCS. 
St*  Index,  tdL  t. 

JTaottm,  prepagatiiif  M«  (ntp*l  amMif.— A*  IndM, 
ToLT. 

Mmiip,  .duMH^aii.— iSh  HidKi,  toL  T. 

HDfnxLbt  JoairBi  on  tha  fiol&lo  and  ITav  Or 

W) ;  KepraantatlTa  Irom  Fenui^lTanla,  Sn.    Sh  AiIs^ 
Toll.  0, 1,  8,  >. 

HnninaOH,  TMuiaa,  Jn.,  nt 

HnmnioKal  Willuk,  on  aehoid  land*  In  HlulMlppI,  V>  ■ 
oa  tha  Chanpaaki  and  Ohio  canal,  Ml;  Sanatstlrom 
Indiana, 4MioBpanhu«notpiibllalan^G(KL  i$M/tk- 
dai^ToLS. 

Email  TaoHA*,  Bapr«aeBt*t]Ta  (Com  UaMppt, 

HoDSM,  Jivn  I..,  Sapraaantativa  front  KuudniMtt*,  DTI. 
£aa  InOea,  to].  S. 

HoDoaoii,  SuieoA,  AHM«*  qft— A«  Jiulai^  toL  E. 

HomiAK,  UicuiL,  on  niTil  tppropiUUona,  S,  T;  on  I 
dian  sulgntlon,  ID ;  on  tha  Ohaiqxaka  and  Ohio  cam 
ltd ;  BcpraaantatiT*  from  Kaw  York,  STB ;  on  rallaf 
wldewt,  As.,  of  offiean  of  tha  Hornat,  U4;  on  arda 
^rlta  Ib  tha  bbtt,  (TO.    Stt  IidtK,  Tola.  B,  >. 

Houm,  JOHR.  on  lutrvctloni  to  Panun*  mlnlaMn,  SC 
Benatoi  bora  Uilna,  4M;  on  Toot'i  raaolntlon  on  tl 
pnbUo  laoda,  UI ;  Ob  ■  >arK»li.g«Denl  la  tha  naT 
GO:  on  th*  Attaraa;  Oansral,  Bao,  SSI  i  an  tha  patcat 

HouiM,  Qauiu,  daceaae  at.  sea,    St»  iHdtia,  toIb.  8,  9. 

BotKt  I>tparlmvU,—Sit  Ind^a,  toL  i,  ud  JuiUb,  roL  1. 
BptcuUvt  DtpartatnL 

Somt  Mam/aetiirit  uom  fit  Hi  .fliniM.— A*  /Mo^  tdL  8. 

Snarl  to  Ua  Sroca.— &a  Adaa,  toL  A. 

f  «nu^  Ma  *l(Mj>  4^  war:— In  tha  Honia.  >  Mil  Id  pnrlda 
foT  tha  wldom  and  orphana  of  tbow  loat  In  tho  Bornet 
rioop  of  war,  BBT ;  not  JnatUUIda  to  aitood  lh<  prind- 


pla  to  partnti,  bnthan  and  attlan,  <BT ;  laMatned  by 
proeadanta,  SOT ;  bill  ordand  to  ba  engnaaed,  GOT. 

Qn«ationon  the  paiaaffaof  tha  bill,  06V;  a  daBjerona 
prtecdant  to  aTtandlUbgncfltatabrolban  and  alitan, 
GM;  wa  hara  bo  light  to  ho  (ananma  and  chailUbl* 
with  tha  moBaj  ot  othai  p«0[da,ua;  oonuBltmaBt 
moTad,8<KI;  tha  practise  of  tha  KoreriuneTit  In  thaia 
caaea,GGO;  hellngof  dletraeC  towirda  thenaTjlBformar 

tbe  Bonut  will  b<  la  Impailahablo  aa  tha  hlatorj  of  the 
laat  war.  Ml;  hlatorf  itf  CaptalB  Honia,  HI,CtS;  the 
prtDdpIa  of  th*  bm  h«a  none  of  the  otiJaotloBa  offend 
to  thajMniloB  iftteni,  ttS;  tha  bin  la  l)k*  othan  lara- 
latloB  to  brolhen  and  ilatera,  «N ;  tha  roIitlDU  Ib  which 
the;  ((and.  «8S;  Ihla  proTlaloa  ihonld  meat  with  tha 
nneUon  at  ths  Hdum,  m  It  would  Bioat  unrcdlr  ro- 
eelTO  the  approbation  of  the  conntr;,  BK;  eaaa  of  the 
■OB  of  tha  Ills  CotoBsl  Fourth,  CCS ;  cannot  uitwar  to 
OUT  conatltnenta  or  canadencea,  tha  proprlatj  of  thai 
appropriating  the  fondi,  CBS;  nno*  dtipoaad  to  'go  tha 
whole  hog,"  tCi;  what  la  tha  objeet  ot  raaklBg  aneh  an 
ippropilatliiii  to  thaw  encivcd  iD  onr  Und  or  niTal  aai^ 
Tlee,CM;  the  bill  la  wrong  In  priBclple,  BM ;  eaaa  of  th* 
mother  of  Commodora  F*tTt,  CM;  a  rule  long  eitah- 
llibad  and  Taongnlwd  In  tha  pnweadlnga  ot  thli  HanM 
Ct4;  tbe  bin  raata  mora  on  ■  principle  of  dnty  than  of 
IhTOr,  CM;  the  obK«tlon  innraaa  thit  the  offlcen,  aaa- 
man  «nd  maifnaa  belonged  to  that  eliia  ot  tha  oomran' 
nltr  In  whioh  thefwHo  llliely  to  hate  waaltfar  brolhen 
and  alMmiCGB;  Ihoaa  oppoaed  mnat  go  (galnat  th* 
prlnelpla  of  tha  bill,  COG ;  ooeadon  ot  tha  loaa  of  tha 
Hornet,  B«C;  bill  pawd,  BCD. 

Borf  loaf  ta  Ua  Sm^noU  tear.-^Sf  Indta,  toL  T. 

A(liiM,Mi1TaBHatllntaeHl0BDt!0thC0Bgraa,S;  a^Jonma 
at  eloaa  of  Snl  aeaKoa  of  KKh  Congre^  MO;  eoBnnoi 
on  aeeanj  tettlon  of  Mth  Congttaa,  SSa ;  adjoonu  atoliae 
of  Hcond  ioaalon  of  Mth  Congraaa,  MM ;  convaBM  at  fiiat 
aeaelon  of  Elat  OngreH,  BTt;  adjooma  at  eloaa  ot  attt 
aaMlon  ot  Hit  Caacraaa,  TH. 

How  UK,  Bbvjawk  CI,  Bepreaentatlra  from  hfarjland,  Hm. 

HmiAin.  Hmni,  BepreaanUtlTe  from  Hew  Hampahln, 
GTC ;  on  fiavolatloBaij  peBBlonezi.  S69^ 

Hnaaa,  Thohai  H.,  ItepreMBtitln  from  Ifair  JaiHr,  SIC. 

Hcm^  JoHiTKU,  on  tha  tariff  bill,  GI;  OB  tha  FoBtchartraIn 
canal,  IGC ;  BepreaentaHfe  fl^m  Taraunt,  BT& 

HunTTnoTOir,  Jab^  "W^  BaprcaantatlTa  from  OonBectlont, 
GTG;ontheJiidldar7,CCl. 

Alroia,  Prcpmit  Ttrrttory  nf.—jB  tha  Honaa,  >  bill  to 
aatabUah  a  new  teiritorj  weat  of  UchigDi,  to  b«  da- 
nominated  ttia  tarriloi?  of  Hnron,  CGT;  little  aipenaa 
Id  eataUllh  lh«  tenltorj,  aa  most  ot  tha  people  ara  an- 
gaged  In  morlog  on  land!  leiaed  ot  tha  United  State!, 
SGI;  other  Ikata  Ib  the  eaaa,  GGT;  dbI^  objeet  to  aceom- 
Diodito  a  lew  Indian  traden.  CBS;  lodpeetahti  chanotar 
of  th*lBhablEaBta,C83;  bill pramatnn, SSS ;  bllloidarad 
to  ■  third  leading,  SS& 


Ibbib,  Prii,  Jb.,  BapraaentatlTO  from  PesnajlTanlB,  GO, 
BUnoU,  Admimlm  qf.—SH  IiuUce,  toL  C. 
nUnoU,  Tote  for  Froldent  In  1938,  m    St*  Zitdn,  toL  & 
/«i]»aatf>M«l  V  J*dgt  Ptet,  ArUeltt iif,IM.    8t  Ptt, 

AnpaocAmetUL— 5m  Jiuleii,  vol  t. 
IniporU.—S»*  DMt  dm  ImporU. 
Anpriimment  /br  DAI.—St4  lud^m,  nil.  T,  8^  >• 
AidenttlCaaHoii  ^nnl|r<ura.-<SH  Aitai^  ToL  t; 
/fulaninttv  /tr  i^<HaNMU>-,SM  Initm,  Tid.  1,  Orcot 
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Jndlaiia,  JdmUaim  iif.—Stt  Tndm,  tdL  EL 

JndUs9ta  OanaL — 5u  Indtai,  toL  9. 

A<Uafw,TDt<rarFTuldiiDt[Dl3SS,gH.    ,5h /~lt«^  toL  S. 

Jtullan  4^Mrt.— iSm  /i«f«a^  vol.  t. 

/wMan^foidH.— Id  the  Ssniite,  ■  blU  lo  aathoilM  th* 
I'nsldeDt  lo  dlrlde  Indlu  igeiiclH,  arnddind,  4Ui 
TMMiuftirUMbm,<M;  tb*  propowd  munn  li  ■  b*d 
0Da,4l»;liidlTldiiili  oftha  Hioa  Mbc  dwnld  ba  am- 
ontnttd,  151;  *c>Bti  oppOMd  to  thli  anugemtnt, 
4E8. 

AdloH  iyporlewiit.— iSm  Aufa^  toL  T. 

AtUoo  TostDry  Syi(«>.— £»  7wl«i%  ToL  1. 

Indian  Land*  ttOMn  a  SUiU,  SlgUi  i>va:—St6  IiuHa, 

TOLI. 

IfUOant,  CftarotM.— In  the  Hosja,  an  ■ppropiUtlon  to  ei- 
tlnguleli  th>  tltl*  to  MTtkln  ludi,  eoiuldared,  IM;  ara 
Uw  ChankHi  In  GeocgU  wUUnf  to  HUtlU;  «>(»■ 
Dut  dT  lti«  beta,  lU ;  BeuM  unandmtat  jwopoaci  alM 
to  (itlDffiilih  tha  Chenksa  UUe  to  ill  luda  In  North 
Cmioliiu,  IM;  thli  «inimlltae  refua  to  concsr,  ISC; 
dntf  lo  Tlndlnta  the  rlghta  uld  InMrsetl  of  OeoriU, 
ItT;  tha  oiag  uT  North  Cmllu  hu  not  baenlnTuti- 
CMad,lST;  Ch>  IndJuu  cu  neier  pnapai  while  Ihaf 
ruuin  in  uf  of  tha  Btitaa  or  Torritorin,  UT ;  Dia 
BDandmDJit  oT  the  S«iuta  la  Ij^uriou  to  tha  Intareata  of 
fieorgU,  IXr ;  it  menlj  eitanda  tlia  pont  uf  tha  Com- 
ini^Dnen,I3T;  the  tra&tr  wosld  coat  no  mora  if  tha 
linila  1«T  within  tireot^  Statei,  ISS ;  tha  United  SUtaa 
■la  undei  no  obUgiUon  to  axtiDEniah  the  Indian  tidei 

vhf  North  Carolina  should  iharo  In  tijo  benefit  pro- 
poaad  to  Oaoqia,  138 ;  Benata  amaDdniBnta  ap{;iroTed  In 
MDunittaa,  IM. 

Boua  larnM  in  aononr,  IW ;  »  diHrlmlnatloa  betwaaa 
th*  caH  of  Korth  Carolina  and  that  of  Hew  York  chal- 
l«n(;ed,  140;  th«  Ganenl  GoTamniaht  eatoppad  to  bj 
that  North  GatDllaa  «m]d  not  eail  npos  bar  to  biUb- 
golihtha  Indian  title,  ItO;  nature  oftha  Indian  tltli^ 
U0\  what  wai  Oaoisla  (I  the  eloaa  of  tha  BaTolDttonr 
141 ;  oonlllotinf  elaima  eat  np  to  thia  territory  bj  MTar- 
tl  of  th*  fltataa,  lU ;  furtbor  debate,  14S. 

Banata  inilBt  oa  thalr  amandment,  14A ;  motion  that 
tlia  Botua  raeeda,  1U\  it  la  laid.  If  we  paa  thla  claiin 
it  win  be  a  preoadant  tot  other  Btatai,  lU ;  no  State  bai 
■neh  itroDg  olalma  aa  North  Carolina,  with  tba  eiee^ 
Hon  of  Georgia,  IW ;  tnatj  hatwtan  thu  Btale  and  the 
Indlini,  IM;  treaty  of  Hopewell,  146;  aSBot  <a  thli 
treatj,  I4T  i  when  did  New  York,  V  tnMj,  eitio|ui>h 
■n  the  Indian  title  to  laada  within  her  limits  1 141 ;  no 
State  In  the  Union  baa  bees  treated  la  the  Mme  luOuit 
maimer  ij  the  OoTermoeat,  liT;  comparatlTe  merit* 
el  the  reapeetlte  clalnu  of  New  Tork  and  North  Caro- 
lina, 141;  objeot  of  North  Carolina  In  parting  with  hir 
vaitani  lands,  14S;  obUgatloD  oa  this  Qoremment, 
148 ;  did  the  GoTemoiant  faithfullj  diipraa  of  th*  landt  t 
148 ;  It  la  (aid  North  Carolina  •ollclted  the  Qoremment 
to  make  th*  ti«at;,  1« ;  tnrthar  debate,  14« ;  HoOMr*- 
Deda,lU. 

JuUdfu,  CMcixuav  and  Oho<ita».—S6t  Ttdm,  ToL  >. 

JniUaBa.  AsltlriiMoii^— In  tiie  name,  an  amendment  to 
theapproprlation  bill  offered,  14;  appropilatiou  porfeotlj 
proper.  14;  amendmiDt  to  Bmbnwg  the  Chlckaeawi 
moied,  14;  other  bills  in  relitloD  to  thtm,  14;  to  bring 
In  the  eabjcet  at  pruent  would  deltaat  other  o^««ti,  lA ; 
a  propriety  la  iocladlng  all  the  Bouthem  Indiana,  ID ; 
dntr  oT  th*  QoTemnunt  to  take  the  eaiUeit  eppor- 
lanitr  to  *itln(Utoh  the  Indian  title  in  Qeorfia,  U ;  tha 
prOTlsiDU  rahUlTa  to  the  CherokeH  intnidaoBd  In  oon- 
Ibnaltr  to  ■  Domlast  between  the  United  Btatia  and 
Georgia,  IB;  clslratorthe  CMckuawirartlierDrged.lS; 
Ot|>*«tlaBi  to  th*  amandment,  IS;  th*  Itam  nam*  fnm 


th*  Comnltto*  sf  Vifi  ud  M**B*,  II ;  If  tt«  CMA- 
aaawiar*  Introduced,  all  th*  other  Indlaoa  will  hate  t* 
f[>llow,  It;  Importanee  of  the  Tamoial  of  tha  notlda 
Indians,  IT ;  not  the  time  for  *  general  dleoaaeion  tf  In- 
dian afiln,  IT ;  dlstiMtlDa  batwaan  tha  eaaea  of  the 
Creeks  and  Cherokeai  and  that  of  tha  ChlekaBwi  bI 
other  lodlana,  IT ;  without  the  vpcoprlatloa,  th*  fis^ 
anunent  eaanol  Mill  IM  oompHA  with  OttMXift,  IT; 
fOrbaaranoe  of  Geoiglk,  IS  1  aDMDdment  last,  1& 
HoTod  to  etiike  OBl  "Itac  aiding  the  CberokM^  te,  t* 

br*nltem  in  an  ^pnpriatlOD  blQ,  th*  irbol*  CMni  «l 
th*  Gorenmont  nrifht  thn*  b*  rhti^a^  II;  then 
■himld  be  no  tiMtr  with  th*  Indian  withoat  a  pfwfkaa 
ai^roprUtloo,  18;  now  Is  the  piopw  tluato  diic— tta 
pollor  of  the  remonl  o(th*  Indiana,  IB;  BswattUal 
poUer  of  th*  QoTanmant,  IB;  of  Itttla  ImpoitaHis  la 
the  Committee  at  what  time  the  qnaatlaB  I*  met  ad 
diaeniasd,  II ;  the  qiuttioB  la  one  ef  mnmantmi  t»- 
poTt*po*.  IB;  »]B»t  and  humane  eomn  ahonld  b«  panaii 
toward*  tha  Indiana,  II;  la  the  situtlon  of  th*  Indtna 
■u^  11  to  reqnire  th*  iBtarpodtton  of  th*  itniDg  ctm  rf 
the  eoreRniMBtr  11;  what  an  the;  novt  W;  haw 
hiT*  th*  treatlei  been  mad*  In  formar  7eaa,  ud  iaw 
biT* their UndibHDUiqnlredTID;  joarta 
the  oott  dietmellT*  ptdler  ever  pntmed  to' 
SO ;  a  part  of  jira  present  poUcf  is  to  aand  i 
vaan^  them,  Vti  are  the  ibadea 
hightr  colored  1 91 ;  ther  ehonld  bi 
of  their  own  nluntarr  tn*  will,  n ;  It  I*  aald  «•  hat* 
nDlaDdionwhlchtoleeatethen>,n;ltk  add  th*  la- 
dlana  canaot  be  qualified  for  **lf-goT*TnB3ent,  11 ;  *aiBa 
aftpear  to  dreed  the  effeotlofthepollejof  eonoantiatiBg 
the  Indlaaa  In  on*  section  of  th*  Monttr.SI;  the  Ala 
of  th*  DaUwarea,  M;  will  not  th*  CoaualttM  ntber 
^opt  the  policj-  reennmended  bf  tn 
hj  th*  mleilaDaries,  Ac  )  n: 

E«aaona  for  the  pTopeeed  an 
qiproprlatlon  bllli  ehould  nr 
new  meatnrta,  U;  what  wi 
mended  by  out  late  Chief  ICiglstnteT  W;  who*  ■• 
thalsdUnttobanmoTtdtoIN;  ritoatlim itf tha «oqii- 
bj  which  the  Indiani  now  poaaai*  within  the  limit*  <# 
the  sarenl  Btalea,  M;  the  adyant^ta  enjoyed  hyth* 
(Onr  largest  nathai,  at;  IhepmeatritaatlaD  of  the***. 
■r*l  trlbca  or  nitloiA  19 ;  thoir  iltoitlim  notw«M  thu 
ttaonaudtof  aBrlnd^and*ntreooani7,M;  thapoBcr 
of  thelaUBeeretaiyof  War,  Hr.  Ca]haiui,M;ittaBll 
the  Indiani  arc  Dpi«e**ed  b;  th*  enemaehBeats  tf  tha 
white  popnlatlou  which  niToaiidi  th*ni,Sg;  It  It  Hid 
the  Indiana,  while  In  our  Tldnity,  learn  oalf  sat  Tk*^ 
and  cannot  be  dTlllied  Imt,  K ;  the  erpiTiaff  whkh  win 
Btteod  tUa  maaHue,lT;  (•titoata  for  the  CUtkwwi, 
IT;  look  at  the  illoatlon  of  Ike  Indiana  acnrntbalDB- 
ilMlppI  balbr*  wa  tako  ranre  oTor,  IT. 

Great  complaint  made  as  to  the  mamut  In  wklA  tUt 
labject  Is  presented  fi»  dUcBMloB,  K ;  the  ^iprofilatlea 
toaidtbeCreekitsbntthefliUlmentDra  (ol«noW- 
(allon,  38;  eipedleney  and  atoendtf  of  tha  aprtepd- 
atlon,  n  i  the  ooloDliatlon  of  th*  Indiau  weat  ct  tka 
HiiriMlppI,  n ;  glre  that  oDontrj  lo  them  In  >iik*»n 
Ihr  tbdn,  It ;  to  the  peennlirj  Inlcnat  of  the  Oarem- 
menl  lo  remove  them,  notwithstanding  tha  raet  axpMa^ 
SO ;  no  other  wlntlon  fbr  tha  IndUas,  aik 

Tha  imandment  that  Do  Indiana  north  of  IT  W  to 
aided  In  Rmorlng  lonth  of  that  t*CfM^  or  Ifcoaa  •*«& 
In  remoTtig  north,  considered,  SI ;  itata  oflUngalalk* 
Weilam  and  Southweatnn  Btitai,  SI ;  dangm  afaam 
eollliloa  b;  the  remoTBl,  81 ;  the  eitenrion  of  on  kwa 
orer  th*  Aborigines  reeommendad  bf  Ur.  CrtwlDid  la 
lilt;  89 ;  th*  pni^altf  of  onr  aettlamanti  iini|*i|  ■ 
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itTDBf  doln  1b  tlHiB  to  nmoTft  tlia  ^T>'^1#ln  from  thvtr 
TldnlLr,  S9 1  tbe  npori  at  tb*  Beontuy  of  Wu  In  183S 
— tba  dlapoAltJon  of  thd  lodiuu  eDd^Di^n  tliv  wh61o 
Tntam  rnnUer,  ud  nodsn  tba  omdltloB  of  MIbostI 
paeoHul J  perilouK,  U ;  tha  ftpproprlmtlon  irhldi  U  □»« 
pnpOHd,  H;  obtect  of  Dw  nmonl  u  ttitod  b7  lb. 
IfoBiDC,  ns;  BO  dig«Bt  of  fbnduntnta]  prtadpiM  hu 
bMB  adopted  bj  Coagna  *■  Un  bull  Ibr  ■mBfanunta 
irlth  tbuB,  t5 ;  naolt  of  remoTlnf  tbam  wlUiout  ncfa 
prsTlou  anucaoiBat,  W ;  att  of  tha  Florida  Indiana, 
CI ;  CAB  gflBtlamcn  go  fttrwa^  BBOthfir  atap  la  tlda  irork 
ordcaoUtloBTU;  irbal  an  tbe  prooeaea  to  be  perfonnad 
iBthaeiaeaUciBot  tMaplaBTSI;  bow  an  tod  to  make 
Uwm  nllDiJBlah  the  sbaag  111  a  sanotrj  poaaaa^ng  tha 
■tnngtat  IndmamaBta  lo  It  T  BT ;  job  cannot  abut  ont 
Iba  IntarmniM  of  tbt  wbltea,  S8;  tiov  an  tbla  great 
Bunibar  to  be  redneed  to  order  and  regolarl^,  and  eb«- 
dleooe  to  lav,  K ;  «a<t  of  aopportlng  tbam  In  tba  vH- 
denuia,  8S ;  oondltlan  of  tbla  opprtued  pa(>pla  la  tbalr 
preaeBt  abode,  W ;  ataj  of  tba  trlbei  bare  made  great 
and  flattaring  adTaneaa  In  impTOTameBt,  B3;  tbej 
wUl  not  TDlaBladl)'  aaiiBt  In  a  irork  of  retsnnatloli  that 
mnatandinan  eitlnctlan  of  their  aim  eanKqaeao*,)*; 
tha  IndlaB-a  aenaa  of  dignltr,  W. 

The  Tfein  of  all  tha  Indian  agenta  cofBdde  nitb 
tlMftfandaof  the  emIgiatlOB  ^an,40;  It  la  dented  T>j 
■oma,  that  O*  yoUej  at  thla  eoT«mmeBt  la  letlled  In 
relalioD  to  tb«  qnaatloB  of  Indian  emlgntion,  40 ;  Ike 
report  of  the  Committee  It  altogather  IliTonble  to  tlie 
ottlMta  ambraoed  fs  the  rawlation,  40 ;  the  time  kaa  ar- 
rtrad  when  tbla  OorenmeDt  maat  obange  Ita  pollc;  In 
nUUon  to  tba  Indlaaa,  U  ;  tha  atata  ot  tklnp  ezl^tng 
between  the  Btate  of  Oeotgia  and  tba  CkiTukaea,  41 ; 
thtee  dlatlnct  aoTerelgn  leglalatvraa  enacting  lawl  upon 
the  lama  Identical  antfjaet,  41 ;  Ikla  itale  of  tblnp  eaa- 
BMeilit,41. 

BIngnlar  oonrae  of  tbla  deUI^  41 ;  oljaet  of  Ike  anund- 
DSDt  to  deelnr  the  aDHt  of  the  tpproprlJitlon,  41 ;  the 
piwant  poller  raut  <*°1'  ^  their  nttar  aBnlUlatloB, 
1) ;  lb*  tne  queatlon,  48 ;  tke^  are  and  ooght  to  be  con- 
ildered  aa  rainora,  and  goTamed  aa  aach,  4S ;  itattnienla 
of  the  agenti.  4t;  tha  title  of  Ibe  Floilde  Indian^  44; 
their  eoleeliatlon  la  alike  dna  to  ontaelTo  and  to  tb* 
IndUoa,  44;  Committee  riaa  and  report  the  bill  to  the 

/iHltaui,  Itortda Stt  litdta,  toL  S. 

Indiant,  Quapaie^Su  /h4m,  *oL  1. 

JtuHaiu,  Bemoval  iff  Ma.~In  the  Banata,  a  blU  to  exchange 
lands  with  tha  Indlaot  rcaldliig  la  State!  aod  Territorial, 
eonddered,  Bl>;  amandmanta  moved.  Bit ;  thef  hold  a 
tltla  aDparlgr  to  the  Biltlak  Croirn  and  her  colonlcn,  and 
to  in  adTsraa  pretanalona  of  oni  on.  Oil ;  In  the  light 
•f  natncBl  law,  can  »  reaaon  for  a  distinction  exist  In  (he 
mode  of  enjoflng  that  which  Is  mj  own  T  UB ;  en  the 
Ineiuag  ct  popnlatlan  a  dntj  dtTOliai  npan  the  pro- 
prietors of  large  nnealtlTated  regions  of  dsTotlBg  tbam 
to  nsefol  pnipoaea,  m ;  the  ease,  aa  It  Ilea  bejOBd  the 
trcatlea  made  with  them,  BIO:  how  would  the  while 
maB  act  In  the  podtlon  of  the  Indian,  Bll ;  we  ban  al- 
vara  dlstlBctlr  reeognlied  Ihdr  Utle,  BH  ;  we  reprded 
tham  *a  natlang,  Bll ;  onr  pnbUe  history  In  Iheaa  md- 
ueetlnnB,  BII ;  the  dlapnte  of  the  colonlca  wllh  Great 
Britain,  Ittt;  nnder  the  ConlbdantloB,  Bn;  who  can 
donbt  tha  nnqneaUoned  poUUol  aoTcrelgn^ot  theae 
tlibee  t  BM :  a  sa^JeGt  of  vondar,  that  after  tbeae  repeat. 
ed  and  solemn  reeogBltlons,  It  ahonld  be  graTcly  aieerted 
that  thej  an  men  ocaopaDta  at  wlU,  wa ;  report  of  tha 
CanmiItlM,BlS;  onrrtlatlona  wllh  them  nnder  the  ab- 
•otnte  soperlntendenee  ot  tha  OencnJ  OoTcramant, 
m ;  ooBBldimtlOD  glren  to  the  treaty  power,  US ;  trea- 
ttca  with  the  Indiana,  SU;  vhenercr  we  apprMObad 
Ifaani  in  tb*  laagnaga  at  Mendahlp  and  klndnei^  va 
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touched  the  dimd  that  won  their  confldssoe,  StO ;  lalef 
treatj  vltb  Cberoke«,  SHI ;  tba  leglilatloB  of  Oeorgta, 
CU ;  It  li  not  mrprlBlag  that  our  agtnti  adrcrtleed  the 
War  Department,  that  If  the  Oeaeral  OoTcmmcDt  re- 
Itiatd  to  interfere,  and  the  Indlaos  wen  left  to  the  lav 
of  the  States,  thcf  voold  soon  eiebange  thrir  lands  and 


Georgia  baa  takiu  bet  ooBtta,  and  vUl  porta*  it,  Bit ; 
the  alteraatloB  of  eoerdon  must  be  the  reinlt,  D8t; 
Georgia  stands  futeaOT  Joitllled  in  the  ttapa  she  baa 
ohoaen  to  take  vlth  regijd  to  the  Cherokee^  [189 ;  the 
treaty  of  Galpblntan,  B8& 

The  treitj  of  De  Wett^  Oerner  aetUea  the  qiu» 
tlon  with  tbe  ChenkCH,  SIS;  the  tnitf  of  Hi^e- 
wclt,  Ui;  It  mar  be  atkad,  what  has  thla  bvatr  to  do 
with  the  qoeitlon  between  Georgia  and  tha  Char- 
okeuT  B84;  tbe  compact  of  1801  aniwera  tha  qnsrj, 
S84 ;  HpoB  tha  prlnci^ee  aseained  hj  the  adrenariea  of 
the  bill,  6earglistanda]natlfltd,Bt4;  what  lua  been  ■(- 
teiapt«d  T  BSB. 

Will  Congreea  anthorlie  tba  PmldeBt  la  eiehaBga 
teniton- beloBglnc  to  the  United  SUtea,  A«.  T  BS8 ;  th* 
anthorlt^  la  to  make  tke  exobaoge  with  Indiana  who  ar« 
villlBf,  BS8 ;  la  there  vny  tiiLag  alarming  In  thla  propiH 
■Itlon  T  aa :  nothing  In  the  bill  aobecomlng  a  great  and 
mii^Banlmoaa  BaUoB,  BSS ;  tbaUeasageoftbe  PrealdeBl, 
BW ;  the  llrst  attempt  bf  an  act  of  Congreea  to  opentta 
dlrecUToa  tha  BUtes,E8>i  what  will  be  tha  pnetlcnl 
operatleBof  this  iBdlaB  protecElTe  sTstemf  nO;  a  eon* 
Oletof  lawi,B4a:  proceeding  in  thli  caee,  MO ;  w*  an 
eallAd  npon  to  decids  the  anbject  according  to  tlie  prtm- 
clplMorabstraot]Dstlce,B40;  oor  title  has  alwija  htr*- 
toAire  been  contend  ai  soffidflnt,  B40;  qnoatlon  on 
the  amandmcDt,  6**;  other  amiDdmaBti  adopted,  MB; 
bUlordiredtobeeiifTosied.BU;  farther  pRMeedliigs,BK 

Ecport  of  tbe  Committee,  BM ;  mored  to  print  ten 
thonaand  additional  copies,  ««a;  not  trae  that  It  wia  not 
the  Intention  of  thla  QoTerament  and  of  Oeoigla  to  t*- 
mOTC  the  IIHUan■hrlbro^tS«;  thla  duilcd,BM',  Geor- 
gia hu  treated  the  Indiana  within  her  llmlti  with  ho- 
manitf ,  MO ;  no  inch  excitement  In  Georgia  aa  has  baaa 
tmaglDed.  tOT ;  her  nlaUona  with  the  Ui>M«l  SMiM  an 
pacalUr,  MT;  matloa  to  poet  pone,  SOT;  great  mlBq)pr«- 

qnesUoii,  (ST;  wae  it  not  proper  Bnt  to  know  what 
oplalona  thenport  eontradlota,  and  what  it  afBjnne  f  007 ; 
arroneoBl  Impresalona,  008;  better  to  know  what  thr 
report  eantalns,  OOS ;  men  praaomptloD  that  the  report 
Is  partial  and  onc^ded,  OOS;  shonld  not  be  pKMad  (o 
TOte  bllndMdedlr  on  tUa  resotnUoB,  008;  rnoUou  cao- 
rled,008,0a>. 
JndHani,  AntiUni.— 1>  the  Boose,  a  mamotlal  rsialln  to, 
OOT;  nfbreDoe  moved,  000;  proprle^  of  entertaltfng 
aTBT7  peUUoD,  008;  naelaaa  vaata  ot  the  Hme  of  the 
Honae,  009 ;  charaetor  of  tha  petltlona,  009;  qneetten  ot 
our  Indian  paUof  deitiDed  to  create  n 


the  memorial,  000;  Itappeara  to  have  two  otjeets,OM; 
whence  the  BCCieiltT  of  tbe  pedtloner'a  Intarttmiaa, 
008;  thlidlflCBafllonprematnre,andwillFesoltlBBOgood, 
tot ;  a  nbtett  of  greet  detlcaer  and  Importauee,  OOf ; 
commitment  oppoeed  on  the  grottnd  of  the  langnaga  In 
vbleb  it  Is  conehed,  BOO;  naJ  Intent  of  the  aBbaoriban, 
000 ;  detalla  of  tne  Bumsiial,  010 ;  regnt  that  tba  m»- 
loorial  was  not  permitted  to  go  to  the  Committee  on  In- 
dian AOalr^  610 ;  u  Impertinent  Inlannaddllng  with 
other  peopta'e  alhIrB,010;  It  la  time  to  have  a  dellBlt* 
poller  oo  this  snbjeet,  Ul ;  what  art  oot  aOhln,  and 
what  tha  alEiln  ct  the  BalioB  1  Oil ;  linpUdt  eoalldeaoe 
in  th*  tattfritr  and  InUiligenge  id  the  Commltloa  an 
Indian  AAli^  Oil ;  the  aobject  mittn  of  tha  memeriil 
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f"*''*!!  t«  tlw  butnaa  of  tha  H»dm,  MS  i  tUi  ritiit  of 
patltlonhii  bMO  dum«l  •»  luied,  tlut  Ita  Hcnrltrbia 
b*u  provided  for  Id  Uw  ComtltatloD,  Oil ;  If  Oitj  ip«k 
ntpeeXtvUr  ta  thla  Hoiih,  It  li  ill  wa  hira  ■  right  ta 
rtqnln,  611;  ImpoatlbU  to  nlntt  from  ths  dlieiu^ 
alon  of  tha  qoMtlai^  dlS;  the  paper  li  aent  here  bot 
onlr  IS  ■  petlUoD,  but  a*  in  argomaDt  Id  oppodtloD  to 
tha  Tlawi  or  Che  Pnaldeot,  SU ;  the  biiui;  dEllcata 
teima  made  aaa  ot^  la  ralatlan  to  Oeattla  ud  her  poUoT. 
Indlnta  the  motlTai  vhlah  prompted  the  paUtJoD,  dS ; 
will  tnodooa  a  (Felhif  ItOarloai  to  the  pnbUo  iDtaraat, 
OS;  refarrad  to  tha  Commltlaa  on  IndUa  AAln,  (la, 
AMm  ntia  wai<  <^0U  Bfotv  JTovadHiia.— Aa  Ad^ 


bsnaou,  Bujb  L,  eh  the  ocsapatlOB  at  the  Oregon 
Bliar.SU;  on  lotterlaa  In  Waihliit[toii,S«a,  B84j  Bep- 
raentatlTa  ITom  CoDDecUcDt,  Git;  on  Waal  Folat 
Aeadamr,  Ml;  on  dlplomatlo  eipanaa^  MT,  MO.  Btt 
Actaii^  ToU  a,  >. 

iMBui,  Sufou  D^  on  Tldton  at  Wa«t  Point,  II. 
"  "|-   do.  Fonign; 


pnnrldlnc  fBr,  aonalderad,  Ut ;  hoi 

ODimtlnf  oBleaia  at  Uw  Qoramiiiai 

■0  onder  tlia  blU,  iU;  what  data  tha  bUI  pnpotaT 

ImatedllM;  fortbe 

lilma  that  ban  beanaUovad 

and  paid,  414;  aobjaot  poa^nad,  414. 
/■lanvil  ImtrevtmtHli,  Sttohdloiu  «»,  ML   Bu  Adtm, 

Tola.  T,  a,  >. 
JittaUa  a>n>i.—Stt  IpOm,  rO.  C 
'"""  ■  1  ^um,  fianatoT  from  Sorth  Cteollu,  404, 
iMwui,  Taoiui,  SapieaantatlTa  from  FennarlTui^  BT& 
Iiwnt,  WilujUI  W.,  KaprewDtatlTa  from  Ohio,  BTT. 
luou,  jAOon  C,  on  Usd  cUlma  In  TennatM*,  8H ;  Bap«- 

aanlatlTe  from  Tannaaaaa,  bICi  on  laftiaa  landi  In  Tea- 

naaiai.  WT.  JM  AulaiMala.  T,  S,  >. 


wla  UMlBtaieat  ti 


■.7,8. 


la.l;S, 


.MttV  AXaL-SH  ImOtB,  Tol.  1 
Janmna,  Jdkaikui,  on  Titlton  tt  Vtat  Potnl,  9 ;  Bapra- 
aantaUva  fiwn  Indiana,  STT.     &a  /Ma^  toIl  i,  ^ 

Jonna,  KunKT,  JXn  SapraaaiitatlT*  from  Delamie,  DT& 

AaA(l«^TaLtt 
Jomm,  OiTn,  BapnaantaUn  from  Tanntwaa,  BTB. 
Jim>a(»,BunuiDlL,anBabbathinaUa,MSi  onthaLonli- 

TlDa  and  Pratiand  Ckaal.  UT ;   BapraaaitatlTa  tma 
alaotloa  of  dtA, 


thBpiiUlola>dB,UL 

JoBnTOV,J<MUBB.,  onthailnUngftuid,lll[j  MtliadiBw- 
bacft  «a  angar,  Ul ;  on  tha  claim  al  JCalaon  Boofa,  VI- 
nB;oathaLaaliTUlaaiidPortlaDdCai>al,ttSi  BanatoT 
l^om  Laalalana,  404 ;  on  tha  AttonMy-Senenl,  G8I ;  on 
tha  marina  aarrioa,  488 ;  on  Foofa  reaolatlon  on  the 
pobtto  land!,  W4. 

Awwd  ^  Ha  JMaral  CliiMHiKaia.— Aa  Affs,  ToL  T. 

JudfU,  r*d4rttl,  Btm»tm<f.—Bt  HtdM,  Tola.  1,  4. 

JaOMary  fl>H—.  IU— In  the  Senate,  a  report  <m  tha 
rtaednUoB  to  aqndUng  tha  dUtribnllin  at  Jnatlea,  aon- 
Bldered,  188;  a  aa^aet  of  fnat  ImpoHanoa,  188 ;  all  ad- 
mit the  IneqaalLlj,  bat  Impoailbla  to  report  anj  apedflo 
plan,  US ;  bill  laid  om  tha  taUa^  MS. 


1  relatlTa 


dered,«l 


[n  the  Honaa,  a  ] 


dS;  prominent  polnta  of  the  Jodldal  hlatorr  et  tha 
nnl(edetatehBlfi,«»;  tha  gniat  ontllBae  of  Um  Joto- 
dlcUon  (4  tha  Clroslt  Conrli,  tXt ;  Tien  it  the  Cao- 
mjttee  In  relation  to  the  qaeMlOD,  t3I ;  In  racHd  la  Ita 
SUtM  of  Ohio,  KeDtiokr,  and  Temuaaae,  81T ;  too  (nit 
prma  of  Judicial  boalnaes  In  each  i>f  theea  Btataa  eem- 
poalDC  th>  cIrcDit,  ttl ;  canaat  that  hare  oonbrlbBlad  ta 
Bwell  the  bodneie,  818 ;  altaaUon  cf  tha  all  new  Btata, 
Lotdilaaa,  Ae^  KB ;  Inaqoalltj  and  Iqjnatlea  of  the  pea- 
oolhar  point  of  Tier,  ttf ;  doaa  Iht  ftM' 
'  ■  beat  plaa  Ibr  i 

roaiona  for  beUeTliig  pnbUe  pinion  on  thla  aibfael  li 
correct,  880;  soppcaothe  wtthdnwal  of  tha  Jnatkaa  cf 
the  Bnpreme  Court  from  their  etrenlt,  Ita  cSkI  apn 
public  cplnlon,  >80 ;  irauld  tbnj  oMitUne  to  ca)oj'  tUt 
avtenalYa  eonfldence,  ahould  thej  no  loafer  ba  aeeh  bj* 
the  people  of  the  Blatea  t  tn ;  other  reaaona  ^alnat  tte 
wllhdnwil  of  tha  Jndgu  from  tha  ditnlta,  (U ;  the 
Judfmeut,  llho  arerj  other  boultj  of  the  mind,  raqnliea 
aiarelae  lo  preaarre  Ita  rltor,  CSl ;  tha  (twU  djecttoa 
to  the  paaaage  of  thla  bill,  881;  extend  tha  acDibar  tt 
the  Jndgaa,  8S1;  npon  the  toblact  of  JndlcUl  aivolal- 
meulB,  public  cplnlcn  haa  alvaji  been  hatred,  ISI ;  hara 
TO  DO  eiamplea  of  AppalUt*  CoDttt  cenaiitlncof  man 
than  hlno  or  ten  Jndgn,  vhleh  baTe  been  approrad  bj 
aiparlaneal  181;  orlfln  of  tha  pujiidlee  iv^Dat  thla 
number,  888 ;  detalla  of  the  bill,  884. 

Amandmiint  to  tranalbr  tha  power*  and  dntlta  <f  tha 
Clnnilt  to  tha  Dlatrlet  Courta,  8» :  doB  thla  bin  arry  Iha 
benafltaortha]ndldai7loalltbeStal(aT8»-,  dacMoM 
of  tha  Dlatrlot  Coorta,  In  loma  aaaaa,  final  and  ec^cJu- 
ilTC,  n5 ;  dntlea  of  the  JnaUcaa  of  the  Bnpnnw  Caort 
of  twoklDdB,88Si  ought  not  to  reaort  lo  Indepan^ol 
Clnalt  Coorta  and  JndsH,  If  a  batter  plan  eu  ba  da- 
Tiaad,  888;  eilatlng  pr^udleea  on  thla  anbJHl  eunet  ba 
tha  frnit  of  experlesM,  Cat ;  how  It  It  thai  they  are  ta 
lean  tha  lawi  and  pmetlDaa  d  tha  BtntMr«(:  It 
la  aald  that  tho  JoaUaat,  If  withdrawn  freoi  tha  dr- 
oolta,  would  eome  to  tha  dXj  of  WatUngtoa,  (8T;  It 
woDld  not  b«  a  thine  of  ooaraa,  (ST ;  the  JuaMeea  of  the 
Supreme  Oonrt  ought  to  be  wllhdrawn  ftva  the  dr- 

ThataTar  ba  the  Jodldal  aTxtam,  It  ahould  b*  aal- 
Hhd,  (S8;  Ineqnalltr  nt  tlw  pi  out  ajilii  aa  raganl* 
the  Waatara  Btalo,  888;  onlj  tan  Stata  whaa  tba 
■ot  waa  paMBd,  (88;  tb*  lOTanth  dmlt,  (V;  fn^- 
ant  eondltkn  of  tha  nine  Ttatam  and  fliiiiihawliia 
Statat  In  rabraBca  to  tha  opeiaUon  of  the  Fadeial  Jadl- 
olir7,888;  win  thla  bUl  aftxd  the  roaadr  wUiA  tha 
ailatli4  *TUa  require  f  (40 ;  plan  to  answer  tha  ]nt  0*- 
manda  of  tha  Weat,  HI ;  what  I>  tb*  —-—'——'  pv- 
poaed but  a  re^oaetanlnt  of  the  BTatan  nt  IBUr  Ml; 
m*B]r  aad  Irtaaiatlblo  ol||*otlona  to  It,  841 ;  Ihrthv  ra- 

An  the  erlla  attasdlng  tbt  pneUeal  opanttaa  rftM 
■jatem  each  aa  roqalra  anj  nonadj  f  tS8 ;  th*  otQi  BOan- 
plaloedolldtt;  doaa  thla  bill  funlth  both  aa  aJiinata 
nmad7fiireitrtlng*Ttla.aBd  the  beat  wUeh,  andtr  all 
drcamataneea,  cod  be  adopted  t  (OS ;  no  wotaa  rame^ 
Mn  ba  adoplad  than  that  which  Inmaaaaa  Ih*  Jutfrn, 
8G8;  lIUadatodlTtdath 
I*h  tb*  w*l(lit  c<  It,  (0 


*Ib  thaooBT^  «4;la 
twowaTt,lt4;  brinnadngaathepriDdrtaortfeliUB, 
Bitj  It  sot  baeoma  UnpoMlble  to  davatch  tha  baitMM 
of  thli  ODnrtT  8K;  amendment  pnl|»*ed  to  ba  olaa^ 
(H. 
Zk*  itMo  i4  1S1«  pnteibK  IBB;  laUai^tr  n| 
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nltlM  t>r  tk«  MH  ud  uBettdmnils,  tH;  Hit  piopoHd 
■Tftam  it  Dot  mOtpUA  to  Ui>  i»iintrT,  ud  mnit  be  Bully 
»  balltf  tlut  tbe  oout  vb  b*  mkda 


JndffH  vUl  bin  ■  ladaaii;  to  dMtrciT  Um  < 
ahaiHtcr  of  tb«  Conii,  tK ;  tb*  ooBridenUoB  of  «an- 
taaj,  KSi  the  propoHd  fllun^  not  nvoejHTj,  008. 

HlatoTT  at  tbg  Jodldd  (jiUm  of  Um  CniUd  BUt«, 
41S;  tka  doetrlDB  which  npndlatsi  thfl  ld«B  of  npra- 
MBUUon  In  tli«  JidlsUl  dapvtmcnt  1>  (oU-npnbUau), 
tT4;  thit  IdM  npodUHd,  tT4;  iBMBFiig  of  tht  taimja- 


<t  txplMtttlon,  STIl   SitlmdtB, 


Kaii,  Elui  £,  on  Mhoot  luidi  In  Uadaliipl,  W ;  flautor 
from  UUaataitM;  on  ■  mUlUij  puca  «Ubllihnwat, 

Kmi.LLi,  JcuFK  Q,  SaprcMDlatlT*  from  Kuaehuatt^ 

STS. 
Kdtso*,  Willuh,  BeprasaatoUra  fnm  Ohio,  BTT. 
fMHcty,  TOta  B»  Pnstldent  In  1SS3,  SH.    A«A<Im^to1l 

Kara,  AoxM.  EapnassUtlTa  from  Fansaj-lrult,  DT0.    Bm 

IndtB,  TOLV. 
EiHS,  Piunn,  KapraMDUUTa  bom  Raw  Torh,  GT0. 
Euro,  WiLLUxB^BaiutoT  from  Alibuni,  401.    SttJadia, 

T0U*.S.t,T,B,». 
KimcuD,  JOHR,  BapraaastatlTe  from  Eentnckr,  ETt. 
Kmioet,  NmnuuH  &,  Bautor  from  Bhoda  Iilud,  4M ;  on 

tha  offlocn  of  the  BstoIdHdh,  US.    iSh  Jiufan,  tdU 

T,8,»- 


£(lAw>(«,  ffrorawla  l0.-&a  Jiula^  Tola.  1,  S,  T.  B. 

ZOU  StptHor  Oapptr  Mi»4*.—Stt  /ndac^  Tola.  ^T,  & 

^■-■■'■i  HxiiT  O.,  SapreMBtUlira  ftom  Qaoffl^  STB;  on 
Indian  ifllln,  H8. 

Zoad*  A^  XfaooUmh— 6m /itda^  ToL  T. 

iMid  OaUitt,  Cai^lrmaMim^etrlala^^li  tha  Sentta,  thi 
UUr«laUTatooartalaelnlDialnlflitiaalpp],GJIi  nuTa^ 
to  iBiart  aHj  oant*  par  tat,  CSI ;  not  ooulitast  wltt 
Iho  pU^htad  Uth  of  tha  OOTaiBmBut,  UI ;  huthai  da 
tam  BIT ;  bill  ordand  to  b«  u(nawd,  0S8. 

ZiMwi  TilUt  to  LnMana,  do.  Jamurl,-3tt  Adta, 
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KaBiBdir,eT«: 

on  milaap  of  mamban,  AM.    iSm /iuIm,  toIi.  T.  ■- 

Lnwn,  Dixon  K,  BapraaantatlTa  tRun  *i'>""|  OTT;  on 
dkCribntUin  of  pnbUo  UaOt,  BM. 

ZAwfa  Agtite^.—Sf  Imdm,  ToU  S.  Il 

Z46rarr  ^  OB*ffiti.~iStt  InOm,  Toi.  i. 

JMrary^Hr-  J^trtatt.-^'St*  Iiultm,  toL  & 

Z<alllall»l•^0aMHa-dM  /itdaB,  toL  Bl 
jraattOaUf—an  iMtai,  toL  8. 

Umaaao%,  aUOmUt  ^.—Stt  ludB,  Toli.  1,  (. 

Lirru,  Parn,  OB  tha  lata  Oananl  Bnwn,  r».    AmAA^ 
Bt «,  T,  8,  9. 

Z4h  Oat  TlH»ar.-«H  Jiul«v  Tola.  T,  S. 

IfrnHHToii.  KsiriaD,  on  th*  lata  6«B*nl  Brown,  Tl;  80; 
OB  (ha  'Tuur  hill,  M;  on  eoatnTantlaia  of  Baarian 
bait;,  Itlj  on  Foot^  naolottai  on  tha  pabUa  landa, 
4N ;  OB  doBattoBt  to  d«af  toA  dnmb  Bijinnia,  Bll,  Stt 
jMj«i»,Tola.l,i,*,B,B. 

£M*  AH-nSN  AA^  Tid.  », 

Loosa,  JoBX,  OB  land  alalma  In  Tannaaaa,  tK,  SU.  Aa 
/•ulaB,  TOlt.  B, «. 

ZoU,  FvNi^  in  WaiMiftoii.-^Bt»  Indtm,  nL  T. 

lolUrif  <•  irodUHfftoik— In  tha  Hoiaa,  1  bU  to  oontlBBa 
In  fona  an  act  nthoriilBft  *<..  oonilderad,  BBS;  tha 
prlnolplt  I*  odloni,  Immonl,  and  ImpoUtle,  SSB;  fOrthsr 
dabata,  884 ;  blU  raoommlttwl,  SS4  • 

XohMoh,  Tota  lOr  Pnaldant  In  IBU,  8H.  B**  ZaOm, 
Toll.  4,0,0,8. 

ZovMaiu,  PwaJhMa  i^.—Sit  Itdta,  roll.  S,  8.  Trtahl, 
aaa  Jiufa^  toL  8.  TtrrUarf,  t—  IitdiK.  toU.  I,  4 
Mrta,  iMAiti^ToLt. 

ZcwtapUla  and  PorOand  aima.—In  (ha  BaniK,  1  UH  in- 
tborlHaa  aoburip tiM  to  tha  atock  at;  ooHldned.  ue ;  tha 
aantl  oumot  ba  eomidatad  wlthont  tha  ild  af  QoraTii- 
mant,  S8lt ;  upaadlton  hid  Ihr  tieeadad  tha  aatlmitaa, 
nt;  muoh  paotar  work  than  ina  uttslpatod,  S8T;  tha 
bin  ihonld  11a  OB  tha  tibli  nntU  tha  inaatJoB  of  dlati). 
batJon  of  th*  pnbUo  monaj  waa  aattlad,  wr ;  net  ■  loeil 
wock,  tST ;  ImpoitiBoa  of  tha  bill,  S8T ;  Bot  i  naw  mpU- 
(lUon,  188 1  bUl  ordarad  to  a  thlid  Taadinc  na. 

LaviiB,Wii.ni,B*ont«7ofthaBaBit*,4M.  jSta/ndia, 
nil  8,*. 

Ltmniif,  VnaoB,  on  amlgnUon  of  IndUiw,  U,  IT,  t( ;  og 
lodliB  fl4»pFoptlitlaBt,  180  i  BapreaaBtttlT*  fhnn  Gaor- 
|li,6TBi  onBoDthanIndliBa,nO.    A*  JMaii,  toL  t. 

Ltov.  Onrmrmif,  Bapraaaatitlta  bom  Ktstnakj,  STL 
Sn  l»dtm,  nL  9. 


TOLI. 


I,  Tola.  1,  S,  i  «,  T,  ANfo 


Isi,  FiTOB,  on  land  dilma  la  TannwaiitSlS;  Bapnaant- 
atlir*  ftom  TaBsaaaaa,  Bll.   Saa /iiilai^  toL  >. 

Ztad  JHiwa  <^Jnaaow<— la  th*  B«nata,(ha  blUfbrthe 
aila  o(  eomldand,  MT;  bill  ouflnad  to  tha  mlua  with- 
IB  th*  Btita,  lOT;  tk*M  mlna*  itf  Tai7llttla  pnAt  ta 
IDrboilT,  lOT ;  bill  DTduad  to  ba  ancKMOd,  SC«. 

Xanif  JTinai^  raaarvad  aola  ^.—St  IntlM,  Toll,  t,  B. 

IiaoOMrniii,  Joanrn,  KapnaantatiT*  tnim  Kantockj,  EH. 

ijnLBc,  It^AO,  on  tha  Ohaaapaahi  and  Ohio  Caml, ' 

m  PenBajlTinti,  i 
Kaw  Totk,  Bit, 


itatlT*  from  Saw  Tark,  STB.    Btt 


MaUT 

JTolM,  idnliiiDii  qf,~ait  JM^  tsL  B. 

jra4H,Tat*fi>iP>«ald*BtlBlBn,8M.  «aa  Adao,  T<da.  ^  & 

Motto*  Siriet,  Claim  «f,—la  tha  Sana)*,  a  bill  to  proTld* 
fin  tha  idJndloitlon  at,  SSD ;  motion  to  poitpoBa  to 
allow  tima  for  Inqalrr,  S81 ;  hia  baan  beibra  CoBgrav 


la,  t81 :  tanha  n 


arki,  381 ;  propoail  tc 


paai  iBoh  1  liw,  IM ;  tha  powar  tor  lodlTldula  to  bilnf 
•oltl  afiltilt  Stataa  takan  awij,  tU;  tJtl«a  to  all  th* 
alalDia  timUar,  890 ;  bota  of  tha  caaa,  MB ;  almoat  bo 
land  ac4d  In  Lonldiai,  ud  bar  prlrate  oUmi  anadlndl- 
eitsd  fin  twantj^llTa  7aan.lMj  Ihata  axtitl  1b  ararj 
OoniBDiaBt  1  powar  of  flTliig  th*  dOtta  a  ramadf 
^Bit  tha  OoraraiBant,  MB;  bill  ordarad  to  b*  an- 
graaad  In  a  third  rawliBf,  SB0L  A*JMii4TaL& 
M^or-GKurai,  Qtbit  i^.—Ja  tha  Houe,abIlI  (0  iboUih 
tha  olBaa  ot  eonridaiad,  IR ;  dMIob  ta  itrlka  oat  th* 


db,Googlc 
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(nda Id tb« i«giUrnnir,ini  difndei mUlCU olllcan, 
ITlj  if  til*  Mil  pui,  II  wlU  a^nd  Uh  Pnddent  u  op- 
poituslty  (o  pltoa  •(  th*  hMul  of  the  inay  u  tbia  ind 
vfflcleDt  mu  In  timfl  of  wu,  ITS ;  UBflndnuDt  ■gnad 
la,lT8;  qDnUon  oa  tlu  paaiica  of  UiebUl,lT8,'  otdaola 
of  tli«  bill  to  ImproT*  Uie  arguluUoD  af  th«  11107,  or 
to  radnee  Ita  eipamoa,  ITS  \  vUI  It  Improre  tha  or^ati- 
luUon  to  talu  unj  Ita  101111177  baad  T IIB ;  notMnt  to 
Tooonunend  thla  propoaltlon,  ITB ;  doaa  azparleooe  proro 
tbat  aD7  aooh  a>Dei*l-lD-Ctilef  la  boohvitT  ITS;  tha 
plan  0/ 111.  CiUuKm  fbr  tha  ndDctlon  of  tha  aimr,  114 : 
wbara  ihall  we  find  preoedecita  to  rvooouneDd  thli  dt- 
■■nliatloii  of  tba  tnaj  111*;  up  to  the  rank  of  Colonal 
tha  oOean  hiTa  a  right  to  b«  ngaUilT  promotad,  not 
bayond  tlutraak,  ITE;  (Iw  eaaa  of  Oen.  Bnws,  iK;  a 
TlAivof  tha  DrfanlaaUon  of  the  annjand  tha  povanof 
the  dlffnent  dapattmeata  of  cdmmaiid,  ahoirliif  that  Ihta 
ofllea  li  not  what  Iti  namo  Impllea,  bat  a  luelega  MaUcii, 
ITS ;  natora  and  aoopa  of  the  tnneUDiii  of  tha  Searetu7 
•t  War.lIE',  olBea  and  dutiaa  of  the  Oueial-ln-Clilet 
1T( ;  dlitrlbntlDn  ot  amngnintiit  of  troopa  to  atatjona, 
ITA;  iDipaetlon  of  tnopa,  ITIl^  THmltlag,  ITT;  olher 
diitlM,lTT;  bUloideredtaatUrdTMdln(,lT>. 

If  11.1. «T,  BoLLiit  On  on  Tlidton  at  Vait  Fohit,  >j  on  the 
dnirbaek  an  raflaed  aogar,  STB ;  on  land  olaloa  In  Tan- 
B»nm,WT;  OBiDiaDdlsgth«TDlaa,>a);  BepnHatatln 
frim  Vermont,  BTI ;  on  dlitiibatlon  oT  the  pnbUo  ludi, 
0B1,BM;  OBI  WattemumDrj.SBt;  on  1  drawbHk  on 
Ootton  bagging,  Sia    £^  AjI<4  Tola.  T,  S, «. 

HUMVT  D'JLumun^  eaaa  tt,  aaa  Indaa,  toL  9. 

**"'■■  "i  JOBH  H.,  oa  tb*  B^onnnwBt  it  Coigm^  llOi 
»a7wI«^T0la.B,K 

JDirtA*  Bmitti—la  tha  Sanatc,  HMlntloru  iclctiT*  to,  aon- 
aidarad,«S8;  aBol)]eet]on^de  mode  of  obtaining  infiir- 
matlon,  ttB;  naaona  hr  offsrlag  tha  molDtlon^ 48« ; 
■n  dthra  nuilata  or  Midlen  mcaaary  aa  pait  of  the 
tnoed  fgroa  on  board  a  tuhI  ot  war  I  IS* ;  tha  dlatlne- 
liraan  loldlen  ud  aalln^  4H; 


Uniofpiintdimaa 

maitaManotlBdlapauabl*  la  M4MrTlo*,«l;  Ibarara 
•D  and  ptSTenl  imtlnr, 
Bd  with  withont  Iqtory  I 


ICixn,  Wruiui,  oi 


ibliiitltatlona,fiIl,BIl.    St* 
JiutM^TOll.  9,9. 
tasi,  AuH,  BapreaantatlTa  from  FannirlTula,  SH. 
[uns,  WruuH  D^  on  Indiana  In  tforth  OutOlaa,  MS  i  OB 


Itom  Boiith  Cte««[Ba,  BTI ;  on  dWitbntlaa  of  tha  paldlo 

UIld^  D§8,  DAL    Am /KdJ^  ToL  IL 
UumiDALn,  Hcrai  O^  BapieioiUtlTa  fMm  Saw  Toik, 

GTI.    «M  Indta, TalL  1,%% 
Mar^and  Mimtrial  im  Oa  MaU  ^  Satbmat  4/blr*^ 

j;MAd(B,ToL& 

jrarvll»Kf,TotafDrPraddantU)na»«.  A«  Adii^  Tola. 
1,  »,»,*, !!,•,& 

JfiMMHAsHltiJrinorfalaiaaa  War  tf  Isa.-St  Sidta, 
ToLg. 

lOmattMidU  Claim.— iaOt  BauU,  a  Mil  to  pnrlda  the 
IH^mant  ol^  IntrodDoed,  41B ;  ablll  toaatlutiie  Lliapaj' 
■naataCMUtdandiBet;  Matamaat  of  tha  natora  of  tha 
«lilm,B8>;  the  action  of  Otngraia  npoa  it,  MS;  oplnlao 
«( Iba  GoDunlttae,  BK;  It  la  tha  claim  of  two  etat«, 
IH;  prueilet  and  nrgad  forpapntnt  by  tntrj  Admla- 
lllialton  In  IlHHehoietti,  B8T ;  a  lew  ramaiki  In  rola- 
tl<»  to  K,  StT ;  proeMdiDp  dpod  the  olilm  bj  tha  Oait- 
aral  GoTimmant,  Sn ;  bin  ordarad  to  third  reading,  U8. 

JTaaaaaUMM  JOUMa  Oalmt^-at*  tndm.  Tola,  t, ». 


jraHa<iAiu«H«,TaUforPreiidaBtin  UMitM.  Smiaitm, 
Tola.  1. 1,8, 4,  II.  M 

UjkimLL,  Lnrn,  SapraaaatatlTa  fioa  TliflnK  BT&  5m 
/•daz^  ToL  R. 

Maxwku,  Tsoiui,  BajniantatlTa  ftou  Kaw  ToA,  BO. 

Mi^nOt  tuut  ImmtUm  ami.— la  tha  Benato,  a  WQ  ao- 
thorlilag  a  aiibiatlptlan  to  tha  ItoA  OC,  cooaidand,  HT; 
can  any  maa  aa;  Id  what  thli  ^itam  latsand'DflT; 
eonaaqnensaa  of  paiatBg  thli  bill.  Hi;  soadltloa  of  Ylr- 
gia  la  for  want  of  good  roada,U8;  fn  Tain  to  rapraaot 
the  beaeflta  of  thli  ■jitam.BM;  la  ntn  VOgtDU  tn- 
tiatad,  Va;  cuUwuiiy  to  rldleole  the  Vlri^nU  doa- 
trlnHaflata7ean,fiI0;  UO  paaMd  tha  SaDate.  GTd 

UoCoi,  WiMJiK  OD  oadeU  it  W«t  Fotat,  B;  on  k^ 
clalnii  In  TemuaiM,  Ita ;  SepwmntitlTe  from  TlistaK 
BTB.    Aa /MleB,  Toll.  1,  S,  1,  T,  a,  iL 

UaCuaai,  WiLLua,  BaprneptatlTO  frcm  FaaBirlTaaK 
GTO. 

UaCaTTii,  Owae^  OB  nan]  apptoptlatlMa,  G,  S;  ob^tib- 
petition  fbrTldtari  It  W«nP(^Bt,B;  on  tha  eadgiatkia 
of  IndUoi,  14-16  :dd  tbolato  Genanl  Brown,  T»4I; 
OB  tha  Tariff  bill,  n;  on  tho  otBea  at  M^cp^tsnl, 
Pn^daBfi  fiacratar, 


antatlTa  fMm  BoDlh  Ci 


ollna,((TB;  1 


ithapajrfm 


itor  tnm  Alabama,  4M ;  on  tha  nwBnlad  Inbatrr  bO!. 

eiXI,e01;  on  donatieBi  to  daaf  and  dnmh  laatltBtloaa, 

GIS;  OB  Iha  Pitut OfflM, BU ;  on  tha  Attanar-OaD- 

enl,B81.    &• /lufai,  nri.  >. 
lldLxAV,  Viuuii,  oB  Indian  amlgntloB,  U,1S;  <■  tha 

Cbfaapeahe  and  Ohio  Canal,  MT;  OD  eeoigia  ekln, 

B84.    Aa/oAis  Tol*.  B,  f. 
lIoLun,  JoBi,  on  tha  dBklog  fud,  «C;  Banitsa  lk«a 

IttadJi  Claim  tHtOtr  at  FlorUaTriitt^ta  the  Hmm^ 
a  bOI  fbr  tha  relief  of  Blehard  W.  Keada,  eoHldnd, 
tB;aUtament  oftha  claim,  U;  the  leading  Acta  ud 
pi^ta  oftha  eaaa,  IS;  whatwH  tha  remady  proTldid 
bj  the  trtatT  for  thou  dllMni  of  tha  Unliad  Stata, 
whoae  dalm  to  relief  from  Bpain  had  been  TaaaBBcad  I 
«G ;  Jileada  aracng  the  Mrlleat  of  the  elalmanta  who  ap- 
plied tat  ralie(«;  tha  amoBBt  of  hia  eUm,  and  tha 
OTldanoa  neeenarr  to  tatabUih  It,  «;  ilcwtatea  bf 
thi  Board  of  Commliilonera,  H ;  the  orig^bal  Ttocbn 
from  Bpils  reqslnd.  tT;  tona  of  tha  Bpaalih  MlaWv, 
*T;  tdheranoa  of  the  Board,  41;  appliaOoB  to  tha 
Oonrt  at  Ifadrld.  4T ;  eiplratlui  <^  the  time  Iwl  br  tha 
treaty,  48 ;  Ueada  de^Ted  or  hit  rtghti  DBdn- tha  Oe^, 
48 ;  what  then  cbb  be  dona  F  4B ;  propcaltfaB  of  Iha  Cob- 
mlttee,4>;  another  Tiew  of  the  au,  4>,  SO ;  BponwiHt 
ground  [•  It  tbat  the  OoTammant  of  tha  Umtad  Btatii 
are  now  called  npon  to  p^  tMa  eDonnau  dalmFBl; 
to  what  will  the  iMMaga  of  thle  bin  lead  m ;  tha  par- 
tlenUr  proTiMona  of  thla  bill  highly  aioaptloDablt,SB; 
dlfleiaat  groBadi  taken  at  dlllbmit  Usiea  by  Miadi  U 
nlathm  lo  thl«  bttl,  H, 
Uafltneai  of  the  Hooaa  lo  be  a  tribunal  In  th*  did- 

nnnnwaTT  to  inatalB  thli  elilm  prodaeed  (  TS;  let  tbam 
be  prodaoed  beRire  the  Avdmng  C< 


not  naimlt  tb«  Booae  on  tUe  d 
UoBi,  Tl ;  artry  Qots 


n,  Tt ;  further  et|}ee 


dtlieni,  Tl ;  hiT*  not  tha  Cmted  Statee  diadargcd  In 
good  hlth  ill  the  ehllpUou  Impoead  upon  theM  by  Iha 
tnityfTl;  bill  t^ecH*!;  Til    a-Jitta^nLt. 
JftdUtmrntan  Trada.~attlndtm,r<il  1 


dbyGoogle 


Udcbb,  CaAun  7^  on  U*  Ctunpsik*  and  Ohio  Cuul^ 
IDT;  OD  tbs  Ohio  Cuul,  in ;  on  lbs  Hwilt  on  tb»  Fn*- 
ld*nt'«  g*eraUrT,  IW ;  on  tlM  CiunberUnd  Bowl,  818 ; 
OB  unendlnf  the  ml«i,  t39 ;  B«pn«eBUtlrfi  from  Tip- 
|fnU,«&    St*  liuHm.t6lt.i,  9. 

jr—Of*.  nt  U  HMlon  of  Wth  Gongnm,  100;  nliUn  to 
"~     M  lit  Hirion  of  10th  Con- 


JBMart  Aeadtrnf/  atd  AeadtaUtt^St*  Iiult,   tdIi. 

Uailaiy  Boad*.—S4*  I*dm,  toL  T. 

JOHMn  OnrU-ltarUia.—Jii  tha  Hooh,  m  molntloB  nU- 
tlnte,  eoBiJdind,  t;  ■BMndnHnt  piopowd,  1;  nottli* 
pilillec*  ot  >  CommltUa  of  Confien  to  mj  Than  uid 
bow  doenmantB  ifaoold  ba  prtntad,  S ;  tha  moda  Indl' 
atadl>rtliaon]aratlh>BoDiB,l;  ot^act  otthaOom- 
ndttaa  that  tha  paopla  ihoold  not  hiTa  tha  dooonwata 
lithont  *  (loasuT  U  •ooooipviT  ihaui,  > ;  whit  Mand 
offiuanl  Jiekxin'i  ironld  >v  Ihaaa  docunanta  aboold 
&ot  ^  forth  until  hi*  IHanda  hid  pnpand  i  eonuaen- 
tajM;  thaeonnapnnnidatthalutfaariOB,!;  what 
la  the  IntrlDdo  nttnia  of  tha  qaotUon  now  btftira  tha 
Boom  1 1 ;  ihill  tha  daaamenti  ba  piintad  with  or  wllh- 
OBt  tha  raport  of  tha  CommlttI 
oanimod,  4;  two  dlitlnct  Hilaa  of  prJoUog, 
bnu)«a  XiaontlTe  doeomaDla,  ud  the  othsr  nporti  of 
CoinBilttMi,l;nwitatlanp*aaad,D^    .Sh /wlai,  toL  >. 

MuJD,  Sxnin.  N^  on  cndeti  U  Wait  Point,  8;  BepTWant- 
■tlTa  from  FeuHrtnnli,  BIS;  on  Indlu  ittiln,  H8. 
Bt*  Fitdtt  TotL  T,  a, ». 

Unm,  Ciuiui,  on  lud  eUInu  In  TeBamai,  MS ;  on 
il«T»i7  In  tha  Dltfdot  ot  OoIubW*,  *01  S—  rudta, 
ToL9. 

r«  tOi  oooaldand,  14B ;  pio- 
fltindud  Jbr  tha  tilaj  of 
rilduidtllrer,UB;  aiiduiatlcai,l«;  blU 
thlid  Tabling,  IM. 

A  iHolnUon  to  InqUre  Into  tha  > 
bruoh  mint  In  North  OaroUna,  Taaonildend  Wl ;  In 
tareitiiiff  Inftinivtloh  woold  be  allelt«d  hj  wexh  an  In 
qnliy,  Ut ;  ntoHiltj  of  aneh  a  biuoh,  NU ;  rMotntloi 
MRlad.Ml.    &« /iKfai^  Tol&  1, 1. 

JSramda'i  StptdiUeit^Stt  riutm,Tia.  t. 

lOtriffppf  Sirv,fl^tmiffaUatnif.-Su  Indm,  Tol  1 

IB-UHpf*  aaU^-S*»  Ada,  tdL  l,  TtrrHerf.    Sh  Ik- 

Mttfijipl,  Tota  ftiT  Proddant  In  1S19,  SI^    Aa 


la.l^& 


i,  tat.     St*  Indta, 


raAr  tha  DU 
whieh  the  B 


the  taamorlal  on^ht  to  co  to 
thni  to  refer  oKrled,  ITL 


d  to  tha  Freildent,  IK;  a  case  In 
onght  not  to  Inlarf^re,  IH;  a  cItU 
d  on  a  fonDcr  oecidon  that  aach  a 
«  of  tha  OoTomment,  m ; 


a,  nO;  I 


JMitv  ^  Oomaudor*  Ptrry.—St*  Jndtx,  toL  T. 

iHiled  lultitttrt^la  tha  Benat^  a  blU  nUtIra  to,  eon- 
aldand,  W ;  tiaturoe  gf  tha  bill,  m;  one  oyact  to  UT* 
dafan«  and  protaellon  to  tha  trading  canifw  betwaan 
IflooDri  tnd  Meiloi,  4M I  nuthar  ramarka, «« ;  bill  or- 


yaUonat  OifrvHeiy^Su  tnOtai,  roll.  1,  II. 
XahtraUmaUc*  iattt-^la  tha  Houe,  a  blU  to  amind,  oon- 

■ld«rad,]ai;raBBOnafat  lheblll,in.    jw  inlaB,  ndl. 

I,*.*. 
JVocoJ  SBpliMt.—Se*  Indta,  toL  T. 
IFmial  AHlOtt  JFund-^St*  IndM,  toL  T. 
JITavaJ&looL— &a/i>daai,TaLE^  and  fmlB,  toL  1,  JTovctl 


S;  not  aipadlent  t 


Jffwailrt.  IJmd  Claim*  te.— In  tha  flanala,  a  bOl  fOr  thi 
final  adjnitment  ut.  oouldand,  tU ;  aakiid  Atr  bf  tfaa 
LaflaUtnra  of  tha  State,  SM ;  pramBtnra  to  act  on  tha 
ntilact  at  thli  ame,  at  tbara  It  a  lav  limited  u  to  ttme, 
K4;  tha  teme  law  paiaad  hj  Congnu  baa  been  aoa- 
■tned  dlfhrantlr  a*  r"  ■"'  '"S  1"  >  amandmanti 
oBhrad  and  potad,  and  bin  oidared  to  tha  third  tead- 

lBf,»L 

IfmsiLL,  Jua  <X,  on  tha  aitJoimiDHBt  of  Cansnua,  IID; 
on  Indian  appniprtatlaiii,  IIT;  on  tha  oconpatloB  of  the 
Ortion  BlTer,  181.    Aa  Adeo,  Tola  T,  B,  >. 

Urovxu,  Tsoiuj  B,  OB  the  Cumberland  Boed,  ML  Su 
Aidm  Toll.  S,  ft 

UncKBU,  Qioaai  R,  BapreaentatlTe  Itom  Uarjlaod,  ML 

HonLt,  BoBiit,  SspreeenlatlTa  Own  New  T«t,  DTI. 

JfoMve  I>ortrlit*.—St*  Indm,  Tola.  B,  1. 

HoBaui,  Wa-LiuL,  Ot*  cat*  ^,—Ia  the  Hobm,  a  mamorftl 
nIatlTi  to,  oSired,  IW ;  tha  lUsf^tlon  that  an  offlear  of 
tha  rnlt*d  Blaise  at  Mligan  reeelTed  and  Impilaoned  a 
man  wlthoat  Itgd  antlioiltf,  1(8;  Coagnm  DotUng 


Satat  at/MUuHtnt,  Appnipriaaont.—Jii  the  HoIla^  tho 

bill  bhUbs  approprlatloai  for  the  nanl  serrlee  of  Itm, 
cOMlderad,  Si  what  la  tha  Inersaie  In  the  nomtnt  el 
iMuat  ?  S 1  tha  Inoraaied  appropristioii  fiir  thb  Item  la 
|KI,IXia,D;  tha  ictnal  Inoi«u«,S;  tha  obIj  limit  ii  Is 
If,  S;lmpropar  that  tha  nnmbar  of 
i(t  dlecraUonarj  with  tha  EiSDUtlT*, 

ereaea  of  tha  bstj,  S  ;  tht  ottlmata 
ahoold  be  compared  with  tha  eipeniea,!;  namber  ti 
olllean  explored  la  not  to  ba  rtgnUted  by  the  number 
of  TSiaali  In  conuiiIieiDn,  (;  tha  Naij  Department 
BhonU  b*  permitted  to  anwiga  the  nnmbar  of  oOean  M 
II  thonfht  proper,  t :  tha  dlacraUon  of  the  Department 
Improparlf  axerdaed,  8 ;  the  nmuber  of  offloaia  not  too 
paat  tm  ■  pacmanent  paaea  sstihUshmaDt,  8;  dugar 
Bppnhendad  fnm  tha  rlee  of  pliaty  In  the  West  Indies, 
8;  tha  Home  can  cheek  tha  sppolnUuf  power  bf  tha 
amollBt  of  ^pnqulBtloBi,  8 ;  our  eommoKC  had  ro- 
qnlred  iBCMMnt  pfOteoHon,  T ;  no  nonlDg  and  Killool- 
log  required  to  Ibrm  the  able  olIlMC,  T. 

Appropriation  to  porohata  live  oek  timber  land  moTad, 
1  \  otjeot  to  extlnjulih  prlTBta  titles,  T ;  other  amand- 
menUmoT*d,T.    «M  f•ul■^  Tola,  1, 1,  >,  4,  St  8,  7,  >. 

JfatigoMim  Lam.—Bf  ritd*B,  toL  ^ 

StfTB**,  Udnapptng  ^.—Bt*  Imdtm,  to).  1. 

lfigro*t,frtt,  te  (4*  DUlHtt  tf  MumUtL-SM  ItiOm, 
ToL  t. 

JTaulfiiafMUra,  ToUftirPrHldaotlnlSN,SK  Ae/iKfi^ 
Tola.  1,1. 8,1, 8,8,  8. 

Ifm*  Jirfg,  Tote  Ibr  Prsddsat  in  1SS8,  8H,  S**  Iwtmt, 
Tols.l,S;S,«,S,8,8. 

VeiD  JTisfcD  and  JO—ouri,  tmiand  trad*  ttlnt*K.—St» 
7iui«B,  ToL  8. 

Hew  Oritan*,  d^tnca  <^.—Bt  Ittdtix,  toI.  B. 

Kswrmi,  Taoiiai,  Bepr«seiitallT«  Item  TliglBla,  BT8.    Btt 

Arf«^«.ts.s,a,«,mT.a,B. 

IftKlna  Bclaltim*.—Su  InOn,  Tola.  8, 4, 8^  8, 1. 

SmB  Ttrt,  Tota  tat  Praddent  In  IBl^  8*4.  8**  India, 
Tola  1,8,8,  4, 8,^8. 

Nagara  Si^fir*rt.—S**  /wfo,  toIl  H,  1 

Noun,  Juia,  on  the  Cheeepeehs  sod  Ohio  Canal,  Ml ;  en 
BsTolotlouij  pentiaaa,  US ;  Benator  (Tom  Indiana,  4M  i 
on  praamptloB  rl|hti,  418 ;  on  tha  Palnnl  Offlea,  ML 

Jftxt-a^enaUimlnJbrtloit  beUoau^-a**  /iKtsB,  tdL  i. 
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lfiin-tmp«HaUini,—3i*  Aids,  toIl  8, 4 
JR»>-/Ht<n»wj(. — Su  /nlanvu>M. 

tl  Oiul,  StgptaroMim  i^.—At  Indta,  to1>.  T,  S. 

Soaadary.—Ia  th«  Beuti,  ■  nudntlDa  le- 
UUnto,  eoD9ldend,Sm.    Su  Htdta,  nl.  B. 

Tob.l.i,8.*.ll,M 
Komw,  E.  F.,  BepnKDtatlTa  hom  ITdr  Turk,  Elt ;  oD  dlp- 

lomMli  <xp«nsM,  ni. 
SuCEOLU,  WiLUin  T.,  BcpmcDtatlTi  ftnm  Bonth  CuoU- 


OoetpyInQ  OahMint  Lavn-Stt Iitiat,nA.i. 

QSUi,  a  lurtatn.  ai><ii<;ii<fvnfpMM(t|r.— jSMi>ld«B,T(>L(L 

q^k<r<,  rtmoeaJ  qjl— i5i*  Jo-fs^  toL  1. 

Qglotri  9t  A»  Cial«mt,—8t*  fndta,  tdL  T. 

OUd  OofuiJ,  land  gran*  la.— In  th<  HouM,  >  bDI  cDBild- 
end,  1«!;  fiithn  nmuki,  18S,  IBS;  uUUks  In  th* 

SecomtdinClDB  mond,  IM ;  ninr  mi  i 
Id  mj  If gbUtlre  bod;  mar*  nuHptlbla  at 
thui  UiD  Tota  of  the  Hotua,  111 ;  raplumtlini  at  tbt 
duTgs  i^ut  tlu  Clark  at  tk*  HonM,  IM ;  tht  mffon 
of  tfaa  DajtoB  Ouul  tba  b«t  mtoiad  In  the  StaM,  in ; 
fiinhar  dalMta,  IM ;  bOl  njMtad,  IH. 

Anendmentt  at  tha  Bennta  coaMtrti,  UT;  1Mt4, 
191;  chugUv  tha  blll^  IM. 

Oftlo  iSeat'  Omtrttmmt—Su  Indmt,  toL  1. 

OJt(o,ToEafbrPruidiiBtlBlSSa,gM.    jlw  Axlfa^  toIl  ^  ■,  B. 

OrUum4  0/  ITBT.^Sia*  Ads^  toIi.  S,  4,  ud  /lUlM^  toL  ^ 

Orttant  TirrUnrii'—Bt*  ImUm,  loL  4  TtrT4tertf. 
Ovuran,  W.  B.,  BeprauntAtlTa  fram  LoalBluft,  ATT. 
Ov£K,  Onoiai  T.,  on  <3iiargli  cliimi,  8tS.   Btt  /lKt«^  toL  t. 


^af  nil  Affi  ^  Ae  prinatpdt « 


resolatfon  calling  fbr  tba  liutractLoiu  ta  mtnlitan  ta 
Pknaiu  offeiad,  U> ;  lntamtlng  to  kDD«  tlia  rtaolta  of 
the  miMlaii,  S49 ;  tbue  lnatmctloiij  11U7  cooUtn  nuttor 
vblcb  WH  Impraper  ta  go  beftra  the  pnbUc,  Mf ;  the 
objaet  i>  that  (ba  EiecntlTa  mi;  hare  u  oppoTtnnllr 
to  pDblUh  tbtie  Inilnietloni  In  TlodleaUon  of  bl>  eon- 
dnet.  HO ;  It  properlr  belali|l  to  £i«iillTa  boaliMH, 
no  \  irbo  eiE  tell  wbit  nuf  b«  It)  ehmcter  u  dladoaed 
by  tha  commatiltatioDi  wblch  nuyba  nuda  Id  answer  T 
SSO;  aUrm  of  (ba  coontry  in  raUUon  to  tht  Panama 
OoDirasi,  and  desljabla  to  knov  wbat  gronndi  for  tbla 
alarm, UO;  ttu'abjaet  ta  to  aau  tba  Pnatdent  bytba 
IntcrpoaltloD  of  tbll  bodf,  Wl ;  an  act  of  eonRaa;,  par- 


of;n.l 


•n,m;i 


Menaga  ooaunnnlatlnf  tba  doflamanti  aont  to  tba 
aeut«,  IS! :  tka  Tcaalntlon  baylog  been  njestad,  tba 
Prratdeot  nnukad  faai  abCradsd  tba  doeamenti  npon 
tbe  6eut(,  191;  tbe  oppoiltlon  to  printEng  HrpiMog, 
Va\  the  EiecDUTa  bai  tha  ilgbl  la  make  pnblie  hla 
ofBclal  acta,  198;  ta  tbera  anrtblDglumBoal  In  realitlng 
tba  uotloD  Co  print  T  US ;  bava  we  tba  povar  ta  utmt 
ben  a  commanlcalloli  to  tba  House  1 154;  pnt>Ua  opln- 
ioa  lenotto  bt  (breitalled,  SM;  tba  timal  mode  of  pro- 
tfumdlng  it  to  ralkr  tba  mawaga  and 


an  Fonlgn  Balatlena,  IM ;  tba  Bam 
ontanta  of  tbe  papara  to  be  anob  m  to 
ktloD  Imprvperi  WS ;  tl 


EiecDtlTa  JoDnul.  «M ;  motion  lo  refer  to  tba  C 
taa.  Ao,  irltbdnim.  and  tnlatltnta  oBtrad,  IS 
menta,  KT;  tmafomd  to  LaglalatlTO  Jon 
printing  rafiiaad,  WT. 

Fonama  iRmtatLrSaa  Adei^  *elL  S,  V. 

JfMfmt  (^jlse,  ne— In  tba  Benata,  a  u: 
fDrtbei  regirlMlDB  tS,  erauldarad.  H 
potlBf  tsadmlC(in«lgnantotlwprlTUaga,&£,Ml;  tba 
fkea  propoaed  Br«  too  mncb.  Ml ;  bettor  ts  itfaa  tba 
prieo  to  rcatifet  tbam  tmn  liaaing  In  toA  nlllaball. 
Ml;  tvB  addltloBal  decb  tMBrBliaaiy.B*!;  tka  peat 
dUBcnlty  baa  baan  to  la  frame  tba  Uwa  aa  to  fmraat  Oa 
tnnlog  of  palnti  to  naeleai  iDTantknia,  Uf ;  bo  mm*- 
allrof  lDereagl>igtbaA«a,Ht;  tha  prorlaloa  nqaaOni 
Ibntgoan  a  -nrj  lUr  one,  BU ;  rvgnlaUom  bera  naatlj 
almlLar  to  tboae  In  Eniope,  MS -,  tOTtbei  dsbale,  Mi :  bOl 
laid  00  tba  table,  H4. 

PADUHiie,  jDnr.  IJU  ttUmi  <t<~In  tba  Honsa,  a  naelntliB 
to  rMommIt  tbe  report  on  tba  memorial  relatlTB  to, 
8T4;  &eta  of  tbe  eaaa,  tTS;  wbat  la  K  tbe  pedtlsKB 
aaktni;  what  baa  baeo  done  Ibr  tbe  other  acton  of  tba 


PtPtoflt, 


—In  the  I 


a  btUrdatlTa 


JVUeo^— Bill  prorldea  for  a  DonpntaUanc/  nQaaga, 
and  a  dednctlon  fbr  abaence  In  eaaca  of  two  peat  n^tco, 
bow  aball  tbe  todeagl  tie  datemlned  r  SSS ;  ana  otlact  it 
tba  bll]  le  (0  throw  from  memben  tbe  reiponriUBtj  </ 
filing  the  amoant  of  Chair  mileage,  E81:  the  requnribtUtr 
■hauld  be  thrown  on  blm.*nd  on  Uoi  ■lone.EW;  not 
aee  tha  atUICr  of  tbe  bUI,  DM ;  neither  the  »———■—■ 
General  nor  tha  B«rgnnl-al-*nnt  sbsnM  eaUmata  Iba 
mileage  of  namban,  MV ;  membera  from  the  mme 
Btata  and  the  same  nel^borhood  hwl  been  In  tbo  bdlt 
of  eominitlog  tbilr  mlleago  dmra nUf,  sm ;  puipeaad  to 
take  frota  a  member  the  prlrtl^a  of  SilBg  at  hla  on 
will  and  pleasara  Ibe  eitrnt  of  Ue  intnpenaatlai,  ON: 
U  tht  beta  itatad  In  tba  report  were  Irae,  It  waa  ta- 


UU  reported.  ML 

Tarlont  amendraente  agreed  to,  ASS ;  an  erU  h 
tbe  Tarlant  eompntaUoD  of  mileage.  BK ;  ai 
of  JiuClci,  Ihlt  bill  Dogfat  to  pue  In  aona  ihape,  EX ;  why 
not  pau  It  to-dayt  NM;  no  oEBeer  ant  e(  iba  Baaa* 
■bonld  regulate  ID  peoallv  and  ardoaln  waenna,  EM ; 
Ineotrect  eaClmaCe  whleh  tbe  Poat-anee  booka  gtra  af 
dlitaneea,  UO;  tbe  doctrine  that  memben  are  too  b«B- 
anble  to  need  aeconntabllltr  reprobalfd,  at;  rartbo' 
uniGdmanta  raoied,  VX  \  tana  of  the  bill,  MCL 

In  tha  Honae.  a  reioInttoD  tir  a  bill  to  redne*  tbe  pv 
of  mtitlbcn  after  a  eartatn  nnmber  of  daja,  Wt;  U 
wantd  BBTa  a  ■Donth'i  Um^  6M;  othet  reaaon^  M; 
OBlyoblMtlaBliannpopnUtlty,  CM;  tnggBatad  to  man 
tia  t.  eorpa  lo  anstalo  tba  call  fbr  ayca  and  Baji  en  tbo 
motion  to  *4onni,  tX ;  detalla  of  th<  linslBm  of  tba 
Honae,  (M)  mDdlflcatl<>at*iiR((tod,WT-.  the  great  aril 
trf  the  Ootenment  la  tba  Immenu  maa  of  lacWaUea 
with  which  tbe  people  are  aflllsled,  WT;  two  prlndpla 
eonneeted  wltb  tbb  snbjaet  wbleb  mntt  alwaj*  enitr 
Into  tha  eharaeter  of  ererj  leglslatlTe  body,  6M ;  mod- 
arate  lalBTlta  an  eonilatant  with  tha  apbit  and  prlad- 
plea  of  oar  InaHtntlani,  flB& 

Ha  Tolaa  of  eomplalat  nlael  bftb*  poopta,  TU;  a* 
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npnadk  wbloh  tba  nsolntlon  «mT«7i  duj  ba  oomct 
at  not,  TtO ;  tt  b  ttsivltd  upon  an  unrnwd  Dtct,  tha  md- 
tz>r7  of  whloh  li  prored  bj  ixperlflnDe,  T13 ;  It  li  not 
tn*  ttul  UU4  HoEW  or  uf  «iuldanblB  portlcni  of  IM 
munben  dcalra  to  nmilii  btn  irltbonC  p*rfonDin|  uij 
pabUg  HrriiM,  HI;  Urn  .prlndpls  lopUed  li  Uut  tbe 
mambflTi  of  th[A  bodj  prolonf  Iti  hhIqiu  from  ia«re«- 
nuT  motlTH,  TIS ;  tbi  udopUoa  wosld  be  prodoetlTa  tt 
mon  barm  tban  food,  lit  \  tba  original  Taaolntion,  T10  i 
tb«  amaudiiMBC,  Tit ;  |i«aDda  npon  *blch  Huj  an 
ttr^ed  examlnod,  nA ;  a  obarfa  of  a  mat  at  Indoatzy, 
Til;  tbla  Coifnia  oampaied  iritfa  pnTloDi  ooaa,  TIT; 
Ihla  CoQfreia  nUoTod  ftom  tbe  ImpataUOB  of  anf  pnv 
tnwtlon  of  It*  ittUiVi  TIT ;  tha  chaija  of  Inartoeai  tnaa 
menenaij  motlTaa,  TIB;  tha  companaatloii  of  mgmbua 
win  be  raducad,  eran  If  the  Kialon  ihall  ba  aitsoded  to 
III  oidlnair  length,  to  lUll  an  ampla  aUowano*,  Til. 
8h  India,  Tola.  0,  L 

Paymtitt  qf  Mtrtt  l«  aatM.—BH  IndiK,  tc4.  «. 

Puxo,  Dima  J,  on  TlalCan  at  Wut  Point,  10 ;  BopnMDt- 
>tli«  from  Bhodi  laland,  ST<L 

Fame,  JnSQi,  ImpttuAmmt  iff.— la  tb«  Sasata,  a  maanca 
finra  tho  HosM  aunoniiogd.  MS ;  thelinpuohin«it,<M; 
tha  pncadata,  MA ;  artraot  ftom  tba  Bcnata  Jonmal, 
Ml ;  eommlttea  appolntad,  MT ;  nport,  MT ;  uuMga 
from  tha  Hooaa,  ADC ;  managan  appolntad,  AU ;  raaoln- 
tlOM  of  tha  eanata  reliElTa  to,  OGS ;  aitlclea  otlmpoash- 
slant,  CM.  SSI ;  fiuthir  proeeadlnga,  DBS,  UT,  SK. 

In  tba  HooM,  npnrt  on  tba  mamoilal  nlaUTa  to,  (N ; 
dabata  on  tha  motion  to  print,  «SS. 

Ami  Oodt  qf  tJu  CniUd  8tattt.—Stt  Indfa,  ToL  & 

pM««>«<»V  <~  I**  l>Uincl,—St4  IhdM,  Tola.  B, «. 

PiiHiayJtaiUd  TiuurffonU, — £4*  IndaiB,  Tol.  1. 

AWH^ftkiiifa,  tdU  for  prafddtnt  tn  IBK,  SU.  SttAJaa, 
Toli.],S.a.*,0,<,8. 

Pmttan  BIO,  S*Kil<Man<uy.—Si*  Iititu,  toL  T. 

Pvutott  lam.— In  (ha  Banata,  tho  bin  nlatlTa  to,  ooMld- 
namoKith  penaloti  bill  of  laat  aaalon, 


MT; 


mlgbtr  h< 


r  Iha  pan^n  cjatem  of  tba 
conntry,  MS ;  tba  princlpls  of  tba  iTitam  np  to  ISIH, 
Ma ;  nainlMr  oF  applicants  ondai  that  act,  MS ;  la  tha 
Chalnnan  of  tha  Commlllaa  aatliflad  with  lta«  wlaOnn 
aod  jnittce  of  tbe  act  of  latS  t  M> ;  aa  examination 
of  Cbe  eharaeter  of  the  propoaed  maaanre,  tM ;  irhat 


no*  naiVHar;  T  SSC ;  tbla  bin  la  not  dadaratorj  of  tha 
old  lav,  bot  anbitltntea  a  neir,  SSO ;  juUce  and  poUer 
of  (be  act  of  ins  dialed,  5B1 ;  what  will  be  the  aflMt 
of  IbUbmieCIl;  11  nata  on  no  aoond  principle  appll- 


wtMbrenaraUUTe 


uoealalllbTSU;  thla 


blUal 

parpftoate  a  pannanant  ehan|«  in  tha  TraunrT-,  BBS ; 
•ffaet  of  pafmant  of  tha  national  debt,  SBI ;  oanatanl 
ud  penaTerinE  elTorla  to  Incraaaa  the  pnbUo  aipend- 
ltnie,NI3;  tba  liberal  and  moat  eilnonllnaij  pmia- 
luu  of  tbla  bill,  BBS ;  oparatlon  of  (he  penrion  ijatem, 
BU ;  direct  taxation  would  be  Mme  wcorltjr  agalntt  tx- 
tnTagant  erpandltnrea,  AH ;  fnrlber  remarka,  U& 
Analiw  to  wovndad  (^iMTf  </ fta  Var^lSIl^-tSiM  A- 

FiEiT,  CoKMOboai;— 8m  /iuf«i,  rOL  t. 

Pnxis,  BnvcR,  SepreiantattTe  fRnn  MliaDiul,STT;  on  dla- 

brlbaUon  of  the  pnblla  lands,  HI,  BH. 
FtUUoitt,  He^Um  sif.—8t*  ACta^  ToL  %  and  IrAtt,  Tola. 

1  and  ^Sattry. 
nUod^fMa  Frinatt.  eaplert  qfl—St*  India,  tsL  t. 
Fmami,  laiAO,  SepreMStatlTe  from  Vew  Jeraaj,  BTl.    fiaa 

JfHt«B.TDL(. 

flraaf  fn  Ha  ITuI  jBdtit.—at*  Indtm,  tbI>,  1,  % 

Pou,  f  Aim  E.,  on  tba  claim  of  ICeade,  it ;  en  land  clalma 


EX.  ^ 747 

In  Tanneaeae,  lai-lKl,  »T,  SIT ;  on  the  ooCDpadon  of  tbe 
Ongon  KlTer,  ST«,  1ST ;  on  tbe  terrltorr  of  Hamn,  M ; 
on  mlaa  of  order,  401 ;  BepreaantatlTB  fn>m  TannatM*^ 
BT8 ;  on  refue  landa  In  Tennemae,  SST ;  on  dlatrlbnUoa 
of  thapnblle  tand>,GH;  on  a  drawback  on  cotton  b*f- 
glBftSTT.    Ettlrtdtt,  tat.t,9. 

Fontelulrtrain  Caiud  and  LouMmut  CeOtgt. — In  tha 
Sanaa,  roolntlaii)  ralattTO  to,  conildered,  SSS ;  reaaou 
Ibr  tbe  preaentatlon  of  tbe  rcao|Btlona,  809;  Ibeta  rela- 
Uto  to  the  Importance  of  the  canal.  tU  ihlitoTT-  of  the 
CoUefe  of  LonUana,  and  tha  reaaon  whj  IB  did  not  par- 
tldpata  In  tbe  granla  of  land  made  by  Congma,  KV ; 
inch  an  application  of  the  pnbUe  landa  Improper,  VB9. 

Portufo^  eammtrtM  »ia.—8t  Indim,  toL  T. 

I'oH-Qglot.—Sit  IndiB,  toL  I. 

Fotl-Qgte*  PatroKOiit.—Btt  India,  toL  S. 


J'oMnuuttfBtnfral,  mlaiy  tf.—Stt  India,  Toh.  S,  9. 

Falemat  Btvar  Brtdgi.—SM  India,  toL  8. 

Poma,  KonuT,  KcproMBtatlTa  lyom  North  Carolina,  fflfl; 
on  dlatribntlon  of  pabUe  landa,  mOL 

PomnrBi,  Gm  W itLUK,  extract  tnta  tbe  ^wacb  o^  SMl 

PovBa,  Onmoii.  BapreKntatlTe  from  New  York,  BTl 

Prt-ampMon  At^Ali.— In  the  Senate,  the  bill  to  grant,  eon- 
■Iderad  *U;  tUi  bill  will  enMnngv  (ha  fntnra  TtolaUoa 
of  tbe  lawi  whieh  regnlate  onr  pnblle  land  tjtXtm,  411 ; 
Intradan  In  poaMorioB  of  tbe  bast  land  will  de(er  p«r> 
chaaan  from  bidding  fbr  tbem,  41T ;  II  allowa  tha  pnr- 
diaaaia  time  wbleb  li  not  allowed  othen,  11T ;  reasona 
Ibr  reporting  Iba  bill,  UT;  poller  of  tba  bill  darired 
from  tha  praaant  operation  of  the  pabllo  land  Ijstem, 
4IT ;  better  to  leaTe  tbe  pnblla  landi  to  a  general  leram- 
bt*  than  to  pam  tbla  bill,  UB;  bill  poa^wned,  418.  Bf 
7iuf0B,ToLT. 

JVaatiUi  to  lBnUlart.—8tt  India,  toL  t. 

PriHdmef,  voonuiy  *n.—at4  Indtm,  tdL  1. 

Pmidintlat  Shettm  J*  Vt*  Soai.—Bt*  Indtm,  vol.  8. 

PntUmt  {tnntdm-Sit  Indm,  Tola.  1, 4,  Al 

Frtitai*  Zoardi  in  aarWoa.— &h  India,  toL  & 


la.4,DL 
ProtieUti  DutUt—Sn  India,  toL  1,  and  Indta,  Toll.  A,  t, 

JftMit  on  ImjKrU. 
I-rvpaffathtg  Ot  Oatptl  among  On  UtagLtn^Stt  Indm, 
TOLT. 


fulMii  DM.~-gn  India,  toL  1. 

AibUs  Dffiitilltri.-Slt  Indtn,  ToL  T. 

PtMta  DoettmmU,  lupprmitm  o/Sm  India,  toL  T- 

PtMia  DocvmnU,  ripHnUnir  qf.—Ja  tbe  Honaa,  a  reaohi- 
Unn  nlatlTe  to,  oArad,  1ST ;  a  naalesa  and  wMtefDl  ei- 
pendllnre  of  pnbUc  monaj  eon(empla(ad,  808 ;  eatlma^ 
ed  expanse,  888 ;  coat  of  printing  by  Congrem  ti>r  tba 
yaara  embraced  In  tbe  reeoliitlon,  8H ;  eontlngant  si- 
penaaa  of  the  House  IVir  tbe  Ust  aaTan  jean,  889 ;  It  la 
a  mere  qneatlon  of  eipedlencr,  InTolriiig  no  principle^ 
SM;  tbe  qneatlon  of  eipania  Incidental,  SM;  tba  coat 
of  printing  In  paat  reaia  aOlirdi  no  data,  400. 

AtiHo  Landi :  Mr.  rnofi  riiiliiUin.—hi  tha  Baute,  a 
naolnUon  oflkred  to  Inqnlr*  into  the  eipedlencr  of  ana- 
pending  tbe  aalcB  of  pabtio  land^  418 ;  noU,  418 ;  the 
poller  which  oogbt  to  be  pnraaod  In  relation  to  the  pub- 
lic luda,  U> :  two  paitlea  In  the  oonntrj  who  entertain 
TOrf  oppaalto  opinions  in  ralatlan  to  Ibe  character  of  the 
poUcj  wbleb  the  OoTenment  baa  heretofore  pnimed  In 
relatjon  to  tbe  pnbtlo  lands,  aa  well  aa  to  that  wbUi 
oogbt  barBafter  to  be  pnioned,  410 ;  Tiewa  of  thoe  pa^ 
tlea  00  the  past  action  of  Congreas,  410 ;  one  or  two  pa> 
tlenlan.  In  relation  to  whloh  the  70*1  haa  losw  occa- 
floa  fbr  eeraplalnt,  UO ;  dI1l«renee  between  onr  paU«f 
ud  tbat  of  other  BaUona,418;  reaaon  that  other  u- 
tlona  adopted  tbclr  poller,  410;  thebeatmaana  of  bind- 
ing np  proopenu  eommonlHee  In  tbe  wUdemeia,  HO. 
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WbiUooght  lobethtfatnnpDUeyofthaOQTBTiiTiwnt 
in  nUtkin  to  the  piiblla  ludi  r  420 ;  itam  ol  the  two 
puU*i,4M;  •inouraofp«nn»niaitreTeiim,«0;»n 
hnmeme  luUonel  treuarj  will  be  ■  hmd  of  comiptiDn, 
411;  (Dotliei  Kfaeme,  tint  af  dialribatlun  of  the  liodi 
unong  the  SUtel,  Ul ;  vhit  li  ooi  tnie  foUn^  OB  tUa 
nildeetttfl. 

The  whole  ocrana  mhI  poller  oT  the  OoTeranient  on  tb« 
pnbllo  luida  U  ipoken  of  u  wnDc  4S1 ;  BOthJilg  lunh 
or  HTere  In  the  poUcir  of  tha  Ooieranient  towu^  the 
law  eutMofllia  Wait,  Ui;  the  uilocr  between  other 
eoonlrlei  ud  am*  li  nallliar  Joat,  nor  are  Oe  cuu  ilin- 
Uu.lSl;  niaaald  wa  wBitDDparmanentioaKeaofln- 
aome,  lis ;  whan  gentleman  ipeak  of  ■  eommoD  hmd 
belonging  to  tU  the  Statea  u  hadv  a  lendene;  to  COD- 
BolldaHoD,  what  do  thaj  mun  T  US ;  OeneTal  'Waihiog- 
toD'e  oOBaoUditdon,  US ;  tha  tendencf  of  all  th«»  Idea* 
and  aaBtlmenla  1>  obrlanil;  to  bring  the  Union  Into  11>- 
oiwIaB,  aa  a  mere  qoeitlon  of  pnaent  and  tamporarr 
aipedleiicri  iBS. 

Tha  Senator  ftom  ICanachaietta  tella  na  that  tha  tariff 
la  not  an  £ut«ni  meaura,  and  tawti  It  a>  tf  tha  Eart 
had  no  Intareat  lnlt,lH;  he  IntiioaM*  that  there  l 
partj  In  the  eonntty  who  ara  looking  to  dJannlon,  41 
Um  nnUImn,  nalona,  ardeot  and  onoilealiUBg  daTot 
of  Boath  Canllna  to  Cha  0nlon,  4U ;  what  wai  tha  a 
duet  of  tha  Bonlh  daring  (he  BeTolntloD  I  Ui ;  Iha 
tempt  to  throw  ri^onle  npan  the  Idea  that  a  State  hat 
nj  eoDatltndoDal  remad;  bj  tha  BTercUa  of  Ita  i 
algD  BOthoritf,  Bfalnat  a  dellbenta  rlolatien  of  thi 
atlUllan,  US;  the  good  old  Sepnbllcan  doctrine  of  <M, 
4IS;  Virginia  leanlatlou,  423  ;  Uadlaon'a  raporT 
tne[,iS3i  action  of  Ken  tacky,  ISI;  aipreaalon  i 
JalMoD,  tit;  Ui  latter  ts  Ur.  Ollea,  at;  thai 
tkorlUaa  In  wafpatt  of  the  CaroUna  doctrine,  13T ;  tha 
whole  ooimtrT  onea  dlvldad  on  thla  qneaUoB,  4fT ;  r»- 
maAi  oTHIUhanaa  on  the  embargo,  411;  rema 
Webatar  on  the  embargo,  4tT ;  tha  Carolina  doctilna  la 
the  BepabUean  daetrlne  of  ta,  411. 

I  am  conaldired  a>  luiTlng  aaaaJled  BenUi  CmUna, 
4S8 ;  tha  raft^raDce  to  Uaaaaeboiattfl  for  a  praoadan^ 
418;  the  Hartfiird  CoBTintlon,  US;  he  Sudi  nc 
with  tlie  raeently  promnlgated  opinions  of  ElonUi  Caro- 
lina, *S9 ;  ancient  bumony  betwaan  Bontb  Carolina 
UaaaaehoaaCCai  410 ;  no  encomlnmi  on  MaawiiTmaalfl, 
411 ;  the  trne  prlndpla  of  the  aoutitntlon  mider  whle 
we  are  aaHmbled,  419 ;  the  right  ol  a  Stata  J^gitlatai 
to  Intarfara,  &a..4S0;  the  lara  of  the  Soath  Carolina 
doctrina,  4S0 :  what  la  tha  Ur  IntorpretaUon  of  tbi 
iutlon  to  which  Ur.  UadlaoB  la  ondantood  to  hai 
en  hie  tanetlonT  480;  Inqnlrr  loto  tha  origin  of  thla 
ODrammant,  and  tba  waroe  of  Ita  power,  411 ;  what  la 
tha  length  and  breadth  of  that  dootrina  danom 
the  Cuollna  doctrine  f  4S1 ;  It  la  held  that  CTarj  tariff 
daalgned  to  piotoota  one  branch  of  [ndnatrr  at  the  ei- 


nanrpatlon  of  power,  meh  u  caUa  (br  Blata  Interfknaee, 
433 ;  In  Carolina  tba  tariff  li  a  palpable,  dellharala  nini- 
pallon.  aha  may  therebn  uallUy  It,  431 ;  at  no  time  hai 
Na*  England  or  anybody  In  New  England,  pnt  Ibrth 
inch  *  doctrina  aa  thlj  Carolina  doctrine.  481 ;  no  caae 
la  he  Iband  In  New  England,  411;  If  (Ui  doctrine  had 
been  acted  on  In  New  Eo^and  Id  the  time  of  tha  am- 
baigD,  wa  ihoDld  not  BO*  probably  haTa  been  here,4St; 
■  remark  an  tha  Virginia  naalDtloni  of  1T«^  4H; 
whence  la  thla  npiKiaed  right  of  the  fiUilaa  deriTadl 
414;  the  people  aracCod  thla  Goremmant,  414;  the  con- 
idtBtlon  and  lawi  tha  nprama  lav  of  the  land,  413: 
thla  power  of  State  LaglaUtnra  danlad,  4St ;  aelthai 
BoBth  CaroUoa  nor  any  other  Stats  prclsriba  my  aonaU- 
tntJonal  dnty,  413 ;  tha  doetrlBa  ma  iBto  practical  q>- 
plleatlon,4U;  dlnct  oidllilon  la  tha  raanlt  of  that 


DBCOOttltnliana]  lawn, dU;  tl II 
Btlatheaolejndcaof  tha  extatf 
■nbTerta  Stats  lOTeralgnty,  4K; 


•dy  fbr  the  roTlaloii 

iild.  If  thlt  OoTaru: 

of  Ita  own  powen,  I 

If  any  thing  bafonni 

ooght  not  to  be  lA  It,  the  people  know  how  to  get 

rid  of  It,  41T;   althongh  there   are   ttir*,  thero  an 

bopH,  4ST;  reaaou  Ibr  dlment  to  the  doctriaea  ad- 

TaDeed.4ST. 

Oomplalnt  that  Iba  aigunaBt  In  relation  to  oouoll- 
datloB  baa  been  mlaandentood,  418 ;  tha  propodthiB 
laid  down  la  taken  from  the  Tltglnta  reaidntlons  of  tS, 
488 ;  the  rery  Idea  of  a  dlTlaloo  of  power  by  compact  la 
deatroyed  by  a  right  elalmad  and  axardasd  by  either  ta 
he  (he  eidnilT*  [otarpreter,  481 ;  In  erary  part  of  Ih* 
eouiUtnUon  the  people  ara  alwaya  apoken  of  aa  dUiea 
of  the  icTenl  Butaa,  440 ;  eilrset  Iram  Uadlaos'i  re- 
port, 440;  tha  oonitltatlDn  being  a  eompKt  batweo 
aoToralpi  and  Independent  Stataa,  there  can  bs  no  trl- 
bnnal  abore  their  aotbority  to  dedds  In  Ihs  lait  taaeit, 
tie ;  qnaatlona  of  aoTerelgoty  aia  not  tha  proper  object 
of  jDdlola]  iBTDettgatlon,  440 ;  If  the  Saptuoo  Court  aa- 


Tidoal  Btataa  and  tba  OBltad  SUtee,  It  la  actlog  catltaly 
OBt  of  Ita  iphsrs.  411 ;  doea  CoPgreaa  poaaaaa  tha  ri^ 
of  deddlQg  aicloiivaly  apon  tha  extant  of  Ita  own  paw* 
anf  441 ;  It  la  Tela  to  tell  na  aU  tha  Btatea  are  reprnint- 
ed  bare,  448;  tV>t  of  tha  SUtea  before  antarl^  lata 
the  Aunpact,  418 ;  why  not  campel  •  State  to  appeal  ta 
her  riatw  BUtea,  shen  objecting  to  the  < 
of  a  law,  by  a  propodtlgn  to  amoad  tl 
411;  It  Is  eald  thla  will  make  the  TTnian 
444 ;  thla  doctrine  nwDgnlEHl  IB  tha  Til] 
444 ;  by  Ur.  Jeffaraon.  4M :  Id  the  Kantncfcy  naatntlaa^ 
M4;  ltliialdthlarightwlllbadasgarDDa,44S-.  a  8taU 
will  be  reatralned  by  a  alnoera  Ioto  of  tha  Ualon,  411; 
If  the  allau  and  MdltlOB  laws  had  not  been  yielded,  Vir- 
ginia would  bare  iBtarpoaed  to  protect  her  ciilaama,  441; 
vUwi  of  hir.  Uadlaon.  4M  ;  called  to  carry  out  our 
■ofaama  pnctlcally,  144 ;  la  the  doctrlu  of  paatfya  obe- 
dlenee  and  uon.ratlataBee  oontended  te  1 MT ;  aa  •!•- 
qniBt  appeal  1b  Aior  of  tba  Union.  44T. 

Tha  argument  MUllts  of  two pnpoaltlDnB  and^li- 
Sirence,  441 ;  If  the  main  piopotJUoB  la  soseedad,  tha 
Inftranoe  le  not  warranted,  MT ;  If  oOBoeded,  tlia  qiM- 
tlsn  vontd  be,  what  prarWon  la  made  to  asttie  Oil  dla- 
pntedaoTsralgBtyl  411)  If  theoonaUtotl™  la  a  n  wlnra 
of  tha  ataU  OoTanuiunla,  It  may  be  modlflad  at  tkaft 


doctrine  la  not  malBtalBable,  418 ;  to  Bay  the  •auXlB- 
tloo  la  a  compact,  la  uilng  taDgBaca  vpUaMa  to  tha  aJd 
eoBlbderatloB,  411 ;  the  GoTHBmect  ta  ODS  of  ehecfca  and 
b*Uiie(a,418;  «0t<,411;  BTlolatJoa  of  tharalesfpnuaf- 
aty,  441;  change  of  policy  on  the  tariff  lad  Intaraal  Im- 
pniTemsBtdIaelalDtd,4fiO;  de^iotlc  power  dalBed  kc 
tha  BD^^ama  OoBrt,lB0;  a  charge  of  Jndge  Sloy,  4n; 
eilmet,  ISI ;  try  tha  dootrina  of  Jadldal  aapramai^  •■ 
tha  e*M  otilaiery,  4E1. 

II  waa  not  the  tnlentlan  of  tha  BtatM  Ig  tha  fonaOoa 
of  tha  ooBttltaUon  to  InTut  that  tribonal  with  Ite 
power  of  doing  any  poUUcal  act,  411 ;  anthority  af  tha 
Judges,  4EI ;  all  tha  pnrpoaci  for  which  drll  aoclilty  was 
InSllated  voold  be  daltetad  In  tha  control  of  the  Btatea 
bythe  jBdldary,  154;  the  nnntttalMd  uaidae  <<  tha 
aoTsrsIgn  power  of  the  DBion  la  naeaaiary  to  all  Iha  pai^ 
poaasof  tha  Union.  4H;  nsltDeseor  the  Jodgea  tor  tha 
eierdae  of  tbia  ooBtrolllBg  power  over  tha  aararclgB^ 
Bf  tha  BUtaa,  IM ;  la  there  mora  aafbty  In  that  eaart 
Ihan  Ip  tha  paopleT  IBA;  woold  not  the  anUghtaaed 
eltliuu  be  aa  mDchla(anetedaitl»iaajDdgai?49e;  who 
star  bafbra  thonght  that  one  of  tha  partlee  to  a  eanteHt 
wai  a  conpetaat  judge  af  the  matter  la  diapvtst  IHi 
lllliliiiaiii  amailiiilTia  Umii 11a llieiaMaliiilhw 
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Tttm,  let ;  It  m(f  b*  Hked,  to  *hit  trilntul  •hoold  b* 
nftmd  ■  qoHtlon  InTolrlnt  th*  KreteSga  pmrti  of  > 
atitet  IH;  if  Cosgnn  nfti»d  to  Intciftn,  111*  Btata 
■lionld  appsil  to  lt«  own  lOTSMlgii  power  (o  protcot  hir 
own  dtlxDa  Avid  lixleaa  IccuMntlon  bj  ths  oenrt, 
4tUS ;  It  li  Id  the  powar  ot  Cuagnu  to  nl^r  the  qnuttoa 
to  u  liifliiit*!^  toon  txtitti  trlhuml  Uiad  ttu  finpniiu 
Cooit,  tilT :  On  cue  •(•ted,  tDT ;  Coogrw  ilunild  ippul 
lo  tha  tribunal  of  tluiBUta>,4BT;  u  qip«^  bya  Btato 
would  bo  H  unonlllng  h  oiiwlsa,  408 ;  tbroD^nt  thla 
dobale  tha  BtatH  bm  boon  tmted  u  tmUmi,  qnnn- 
loni,  Impotlont,  dlaoipmlilng  betngi,  4K ;  tlio  gntiMt 
pud,  wban  perrartad,  beeomei  tha  grtatcat  aril,  4EII); 
OD  this  doctrlna  of  tlio  powar  of  tba  court,  what  la  to 
preTent  a  peibct  ooniolldatlon  of  tlie  QoTarnment  and 
monanbf  OT  deapotUinr  4A9;  tha  argument  haa  fona 
Dpon  the  prediction  that  Ihs  Btabs  art  to  be  kapt  Id 
order  bj  ooeralon  odIj,  4M  ;  eTerj  pollcj  which  haa  a 
tCDdaacT  to  Immlllata  thi  Btatea  ebonld  ba  deprecated, 
Mi ;  eTerf  iDatltntion  of  mao  la  porar  at  coDunanco- 
ment  (Zud  at  an;  after  parlod  of  Ita  htatorT',  400. 

Tha  eODttltatloD  haa  TMtad  the  powar  here  noBtended 
tar  la  eipreaa  terma,  !n  the  Bapreme  Court,  4M ;  Dodar^ 
itandlng  of  tha  woid  aOTeralgntf,  Mi ;  [f  loteinal  Im- 
prorement  la  a  rHjwUaalo,  whf  not  jleld  Id  thla  eaaa 
alaot  4n 

One  of  tho  Tlrglnta  raoIntloDa,  4n ;  Tlawa  of  Ur. 
JaffanoD,  4TS ;  who  do«a  Dot  aea  canaa  of  Dew  and  Ibar- 
ftll  appT«heniloD  to  tha  fitatca  f  4TS ;  haa  It  come  to  thii^ 
that  ODa  of  tha  paitlea  under  the  goTermoest  caonot 
Inlarpoaaand  oarractltanlnonitandcDeleal  4TS;  thoae 


lemed;,  4Ta ;  no  InaUtntlcn  Id  thla  conntrj  U  ahova 
Jsat  eritJdsm  aod  lUr  dliciaalon  In  regard  to  Ita  polltleal 
Tlawa,  4T« ;  rwolatlou  of  Haw  Hampdilra  on  dedHoiia 
of  the  coart  In  1811, 4T« ;  ho*  Iha  powan  of  the  Oeiieral 
GoremmBDl  haTa  bean  gradnaUj  brooght  through  ona 
of  Ita  depwtDirati  to  bear  dd  tha  Stats,  411. 

Two  great  qneatlona  InToWed  Id  thla  dlionaalon,  417 ; 
tha  ffliat  a  mere  BpecnlatlTa  polltleal  qneatlon,  4TB ;  tha 
qneatlon  of  Booth  CurollDa  l>  with  her  ptwple,  4TS;  la 
caee  of  nt^Juet  oppraaaloD  tha  laat  allenutiTe  raoulna^ 
*n ;  WTltlnp  of  Dr.  Cooper,  tit ;  lectarea  of  Jit.  Dew, 
479 ;  m«D  of  boalneaa  cannot  remain  devoted  to  a  ajilain 
that  moat  prodaca  their  certain  dattrnetlas,  tit. 

An  aiamlnatlon  of  the  poware  of  the  Faderd  and 
Btata  QoTammanti,  480;  who  Ea  to  decide  Id  eaaaa 
of  dlaagrcement  between  thamt  480;  ll)  aTcrf  oontaat 
of  power  there  wonld  ailat  la  tha  Jndtciarf  tha  aama 
moIlTea  to  lead  It  aitrar  aa  axlat  la  tha  ctliar  Oapart- 
menta,  As.,  481  j  If  the  oppoalUon  are  right,  the  oaJj 
•Mmrlty  of  thsAUtta  II  tha  iDtagrltr  of  tha  ni^Jorltr  of 
aaran  man,  481 ;  power  of  the  nonrt  o*er  the  aorenign 
ilgbta  of  Btatea,  481 :  a  Blata  Lagtalatnre  oannot  nn11% 
and  make  Told  an  act  of  Copgreaa,  u  Ihi  at  to  prereiit 
Ita  Dparatloii  within  Ita  llmlte,  483, 433. 

Anj  and  eretr  queaUaD  growlDg  ont  of  anf  elreiira- 

Impngned  la  tranalated  ti>  her  own  tilbnnalt  bj  tha 
nme  train  of  argnment  which  lodacca  tha  eoncJualoa 
that  aha  may  nDllllJr  an  act  of  the  Federal  Laglalalirfl, 
48«;  aitanEaf  the  JnriadlcUonof  the  Bnprama  Conrt, 
4ST;  aoma  of  the  rtgbte  at  Indrpandcnt  lorenigatj 
Wflto  cf  lied  to  proilde  for  tha  general  weUkre,  49T ;  no 
attempt  will  aTar  be  made  by  a  in^atlt;  of  tha  large 
fitatea  to  daatmy  the  indapandanoa  and  lagltlmata  pow- 
ar* of  tha  amaller,  488 ;  la  than  toy  othn  Ibnuo  than 
tUa  wntt,  eatabUihad  with  so-axtaulTS  or  appallato 
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powara  t  488 ;  we  hma  no  other  direct  reooan*  In  tba 
rarra  wa  have  been  oooalderlng  to  aaTe  na  ftom  the  hor- 
ror* of  uiarch7  than  thlg  coart,  4B>. 

Tha  nnlon  and  the  happlneaa  of  tha  ooaDti;  depend 
on  a  boc  nndcratandlog  of  thla  anl^cet,  4B1 ;  none  ot 
tha  opinion!,  howsTer  mneh  tbeTdltr^,Ju>tifraTlelant 
oppoaltlon  to  an  nnconatltntlanal  law,  nntli  an  aitrama 
caee  of  loniiBg  haa  Dceorred,  4Sli  both  of  tha  podtlona 
OD  thit  Bobjed,  leeiDlaglf  lo  oontradlotory,  are  true,  and 
both  falae — tme  aa  reapeeta  one  fUtnre  of  the  oonatttn- 
tlon,  ecToheoiia  ir  applied  tn  the  whoK  4» ;  dlatlBCtion 
between  a  conialidatcd  aad  hdentlre  goTenuoent.  tM ; 
tiac«  of  boUi  tbeee  featoree  In  the  Indplect  atatc  of  oar 
poUtJeal  existence,  491;  two  eharacterlatka  of  goTCru- 
mcut  appvant  In  the  Fedenl  ConaUtntlou,  499 ;  markj 
inlon  than  a  eompaet,  4>8i  It  ta 


neither  a 


It,  fonoded  on 


pact,  aa  learn  lo  all  the  partlaa  their  full  soreralgDlr,  nor 
aneh  a  conBolldatcd  popoUr  govetnmaat  aa  deprlrea 
them  of  the  whole  of  that  eaTarelgn  powar,  4tS;  the 
Btatu  have  given  aett^n  powera  to  tha  General  QoTarn- 
ment  and  the  right  alio  at  anlbrdng  them,  4>3;  tha 
light  eontandad  bn,  a  poaltlre  Tela  on  the  operatlant  of 
the  whole  gDTenunent,  4M ;  when  a  law  la  once  paaeed. 
It  la  made  the  dotj  of  the  Preoldcnt  to  eiacnte  II,  4M ; 
mnitthe  Praaldcnt  jield  toaamallmalorltrln  tlia  L»s- 
lalalnre  of^  alsgle  Btatef  4»i  show  the  written  an- 
lhorllf.4M;  It  la  aaked.  will  jm  deaj  to  tha  BCataa 
•Tei7  portion  of  their  (brroer  aoTOrelgntj  (  4M ;  dedno- 
tlona  fMm  the  Vh^ala  rcaolatloaa,  493 ;  Tlewa  In  tha 
Fedenllat,  4W;  the  coart  not  created  aa  an  nmplre  be- 
tween tha  Federal  and  Btatc  Gorcmmanta,  4B7;  tha 
dlacontentin  an  Important  leotlon  of  tha  Union,  497. 

TherlghtofaSUte  toannalanaelofCongreislsone 
of  deep  Import,  Wt ;  It  la  not  darlred  from  the  coustita- 
Uoa,  604 ;  lla  ellHl,  M4 ;  cheeks  and  balances  of  the 
oonstltDtion,  SU;  we  ore  told  no  anch  oonseqneneaa  as 
a  dliMilBllon  of  the  Union  will  anoaa,  eoC;  It  Is  artremelr 
dltScnlt  to  get  aaj  more  than  a  bare  mi^orltj  fOr  nj 
meaaDie,  AW ;  the  JadlcUrj  power  under  the  proilBlolia 
of  tho  aanatltatlon,  b04{  a  power  granted  to  try  all 
tmaglnabi*  eaeea  thai  can  be  described,  tOt  j  tha  qnes' 
tlon  radncad  to  a  narrow  eompaas,  BOI ;  ths  great  qnee- 
tlon  aolTedbf  tb*  conTontlon,  DOT;  jailadlstloaaf  tha 
court,  BOB;  otdeeHaiis  answered,  E08 ;  proeedenU,  SOS ; 
debate  oa  the  Virginia  reaolatloas  In  thu  Tlrglnia  Lef 
lalaCnre,  BOO  ;  nothing  in  them  that  looka  (o  Un  right  of 
a  Btata  to  annol  an  act  of  Congreaa,  609 ;  opinion  af  Jcf- 
ftnon,  CIO ;  letter  of  Oeorgs  Nlcholaa,  BIO ;  ruolatlon* 
of  PannarlTanla  In  1SD9, 511. 
PubUe  Landt  PMHixiHoii.— In  the  Hoaae,  a  reaolntlon 
lelaUTa  to  dlstrlbotlon  of  the  proceeds,  BSB ;  mored  to 
atrtke  ont  "  fbr  pnrpoees  of  edocaUoB,''  S38 ;  piolaat 
against  tha  namber  of  propooltlona  relaUre  to  the  poblla 
lands,  DS8 ;  what  proportion  haa  been  given  to  (he  Atlan- 
tic SUtesI  BBS;  theWeathaahadDodonalloDofpabUo 
land,  684;  thla  aabjast  agitated  In  eTerr  part  of  tha 
trniaB,B84;  thedonaUonaoflandbencficIallylwtowed, 
D34 ;  farther  debate  on  the  propoaltloa  tor  Inqolrr,  (Mi 
naoloUon  l^d  on  the  Uble,  BSB. 

notion  lolnqalre  Into  the  amoant  and  ralnc  aftli*  pob- 
lla landa  which  hare  bean  glren  bf  Congreaa  to  anj 
Btata,  or  to  aD7  pobUc  InaatBUon  la  s^d  Btate,  BtS;  tho 
praaant  an  Improper  dme  to  maha  the  Inquiry  propoaed, 
BM;  aMltemeDt  IntbeHonsaonthit  aatt]c«t,Geg;  ob- 
ject to  Inqnlre  Into  the  mode  of  disposing  fbr  the  fDtnra 
of  the  procaedB  of  the  public  land  salea,  B93 ;  a  poller 
that  woold  be  wlae  fbr  sd  indlFldnal  vonld  be  wise  Ite 
the  OoTenunent,  S94;  tha  TTnlted  Btatea  are  bound  hj 
avary  pilncdple  to  oontrlbnte  something  to  the  ImprO¥a- 
menti  In  the  new  Btilos,  as  thef  had  a  direct  tendener 
tolnaaaaathaTslaaaf  the  poblla  luds,fiM;  this  dla- 
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snulall  !>  pnmitun,  ud  Bot  llfcti/  to  irtln  *t  uj 

pnflUbLa  find,  W4 ;  thB  onlf  qneitlon  (br  dlKOHloa  li| 

porUDU  tsdemuidliiiinlrjt  BK;  the Teport  U  Ui<  lut 
BHtlun  ramlihu  all  ths  (UHitlcil  [ntbRutloB  deiiied, 
b05;  the  ccutltatloiul  pover  of  CoD^eu  (o  nuk«  th« 
propoMd  difltribntloh  uDoDg  thu  BtAteB,CB9;  UBprcm^ 
tha  pecaUir  ud  tha  ipproprlAte  tiaufoi  Inqoirj,  MM; 
(  ntiMlCaM  to  tn*  TMolaUgn, »« ;  tb*  UMudiiieiiE  looki 
IbrvBTd  (c  the  gtiunl  opentloD  of  the  neolaliDn,  tlM ; 
ui  efjnltAble  dlvMim  uaaDg  the  SUtee  pnpUMd,  DM ; 
raaUTe  or  cotuldenttos  which  [udDcedTlrglnlatsesdt, 
MM ;  li  the  uuAbdioeitt  CAlcolated  to  promoU  tUi  grtat 
ud  nwgnsnlmoai  obJectT  UT;  voold  tbtDaw  8t>t« 
Btud  ud  lout  on  ud  ua  jso  onylBg  tirij  ths  frnld 
of  their  hud  liboirMT. 

The  apentloD  nndar  tha  pravtetoDI  of  the  unandmBiit, 
001 ;  pnelpLtucj,  flOl  i  oeTer  dulled  that  Cougreie  )ud 
■  right  Co  dl«poH  ot  thMa  liode  iccoidlag  to  Uu  tenor 
of  tha  compMsti  with  the  Tirioiu  Stitia,  (01 ;  the  rw>- 
lutlsn  li  mcHl)'  Cor  tha  porpgee  of  Inqnlr;.  tOt ;  ur 
retrospect  of  doutlaiu  to  nr>  Btitea  iii^iiaC,W9;  the 
unandmant  propoeed  li  ■  Fudon'iboi,  CM;  ths  Bar- 
render  of  the  StsLaa  navet  otigbt  Co  be  viewed  aa  ■  dons- 
tlDii,goil  >  itmng  ud  InTstente  dispsalclon  muUeBted 
to  icnmblo  l%ir  the  public  fDndi,  SOS ;  the  HnendoHlit 
tnTOlTH  therlEhtBudlnlere>tBofthenewBtitsi,MS; 
the  nuasnre  la  endrel^  pienutore,  tOS ;  the  uiendineiit 
much  mere  otjectlouble,  8M ;  gruti  for  different  par- 
poie^  004;  oonAlderttloaB  on  which  made,  ftM;  the 
claim  of  tbe  aid  fiUtu  to  this  dlitribotloD,  IOC;  tha 
raolDUeii  propoaei  nothing  deHalCe,  noChlsg  coaoliulTs, 
(Ofi ;  no  dliposltlon  to  demud  a  aCrlet  reckoning  m  thla 
•core  from  the  people  of  tha  new  Btslci,  tOt ;  oar  dntf 
In  Korth  Cerollu  to  tAke  back  from  Che  fedcml  CrCAs- 
niT  ererj  dallirwacaa  lijou  hud  00,(06;  a  BDbJeot 
of  gre^  InCercit  to  ths  new  Btstei,  000;  u  e  qseallon 
of  In^nlrj,  It  la  of  a  character  so  decUlTe  of  tha  deetlaj' 
of  tha  new  Ststes,  that  IC  ihooldtw  meC  oa  tha  threshold, 
MM;  ■  reqoliltlotiorBhaer  JuUce  bcTon  Uf  dlatflba- 
tJcm,4O0;  prcTloua  toany.uie^lC  was  known  that  Chare 
ware  ta  be  certain  rfsemtloiu  for  tha  pniposes  of  sda- 
odoD  ud  Internal  Improrement,  004 1  what  hu  beati 
tha  elhct  of  the  eoncesdon  on  ths  put  of  *'•>■•""  t 
007 ;  the  propoiltlaa  uqJniC  and  nnaqnitl  to  ths  new 
Butei,  SOT ;  wheaoe  does  ths  pcopoeltlc 
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the  flnt  nnk  lo  the 
lands  hBTo  been  acquired  by  dlabanemenCt  ftom  the 
oommoa  fUnda  of  ths  nation,  tU ;  neither  the  paCtlotlam 
nor  the  (llarti  of  th*  StaCee  li  oallad  In  qneation.  0U ; 
proposal  of  the  raaolatloa,  014 ;  uaendmentt  oaleolaCed 
to  Bubrert  and  doCroy  thla  reoolndon,  014 ;  the  wbola 
sabject  of  tbe  reaoIaCloii,  with  tha  reaBona  for  adoptlhg 


the  amendment,  01S;  the  oedlng  StaCea 
thcj  rallnqalehad  dslnu,  bat  uaTtr  claimed  or  nlu- 
qalahed  to  the  United  BCata>lte•lmpl^ (ID;  hlatoiyof 
thla  inblaet,  (IB;  soTcrelgna  of  Bonp*  DSTcr  eiilmed 
■oHindfraehotdbTrfghtofdisBiTery,  01fi;  the  London 
Compuf,  010 ;  Engllab  ud  French  cotoniei,  (10 ;  proc- 
lamation of  king  Qss^e  In  11(3,  01(;  the  tights  thtu 
claimed  end  ralea  prcmolgited  h*re  naver  beenqi 
Uoned,  01B ;  Che  Atlutlc  ECatta  Eiced  tha  ensmr  In 
Itmggle  for  eilBteDce,  011 ;  the  claim  of  Fnnec  dnrfng 
that  war,  011 ;  exact  poUdcal  oondlUou  of  the  TTeBtem 
connbT,  In  telatlon  not  onl;  to  the  oolonle*  hot  Co  Bn- 
npeu  powsi^  Ac,  (IS ;  rights  of  the  United  Blates, 
010;  tbe  pnrchBSe  from  Bpain,  ttS\  how  poiehaiad, 
(ID;  aeqnIatCloD  from  Fmnoe  mads  alio  by  common 
flmda,  (10 ;  will  the  people  of  Iha  old  fitsCs)  qnlt  claim 
lo  the  psopla  of  ths  new  I  0S(li  tha  rtaolatlon,  if  wlopCnd, 


wfU  mightily  atrengthan  the  Union,  OW ;  ftirll^  r^ 
marks,  (M. 

Opponanta  of  ths  molnCloa  not  Inflasacsd  by  saUA 
moUTes,011i  ganUamen  of  all  aorta  <<  political  oiiai^B 
•apport  Chla  reaolntlon,  Kl ;  bow  will  yon  distlBgnlA 
thil  money  fkom  other  money,  when  paid  Into  tks  ■■- 
tlonal  traaanryf  (K;  oonlUctliig  eplnlonaof  the  »tr»- 
catcs  of  this  reeolntl<m,  0at ;  prlndplM  npaa  wUd  Ok 
OoTemment  la  tCnnded,  0S1;  Ut*  peopls  tit  ths  Stata* 
hsTs  a  Jolt  gronnd  of  souplaliitthattliiaOaTanuBaitlt 
more  rigid  than  uy  oChsr  Is  th*  worid  la  rsprd  to  Ik* 
dlipoillion  otthaa*  Isnd^  SB;  r^ort of  ■  ceannnMe It 
1730. 0ta ;  sctloD  of  Congreas  m  ino,  an ;  optnloB  tf  As 
old  CoB(reaaoBtUiqB*(ttOB,aM;  the  osaslna  of  garth 
Carolina,  (M;  la  It  cqalCabt*  that  lUi  dlTWoa  AmU  bs 
made  sooordltig  to  rqvtMDtttioB  In  this  Hoiuer  0H; 
tf  this  plan  1b  carried  Inlo  eiccndoB,  tt*  people  of  ths 
new  fitaCes  may  fOreiar  bid  sdieii  to  the  proapset  c< 
hsTlnglhs  title  of  the  United  StaCM  aiUDgBlshsd,  (M; 
If  the  deeire  Is  to  ease  the  treaenry,  1st  the  Jnatdul^ 
npoB  ths  OoTemmtnt  be  paid,  ESS ;  Chla  1b  sn  aaU-CDd- 
gtation  eyetem,  0tS;  retolatlan  modified,  CSL 

FutUeLimdt,purt\aitrnif.'-la  theBenalfl,  sbill  fbr  the 
lellef  of;  oonaldered,  COO;  amendment, BOO;  Ita  dlBHos 
ftom  Chs  law  aa  It  now  atanda,  BOO ;  iDOppodtloBloIhe 
wh^pOlleyof  lhabUI,D00;  tbe  rellnqnlahcd  Uadi  are 
idaced  on  a  bolter  footing  thu  thoH  that  h*T*  nnrtsd, 
SOI;  deilr*  to  keep  the  acCul  eoltlTataiB  of  ths  sell 
from  ths  gnap  of  Bpecniatoxi,  501 ;  ascoAd  iseUan  of 
tbe  bill,  OH;  amendmeDts  of  the  Heose  eousmd  In, 
DM;  amandmeatB  conaidend,  (81;  othB  -——'—"'-, 
0M 1  bill  psased,  (SI. 

iSiiUii  Latuli,  grad^uttUm  t*  H*  Friet  <tf.—et*  AkU^ 
TolaS,*. 

AriMla  Z<Hid4.—Se*  /rulw,  toIi.  I,  a,  S,  ^  T. 

Pumri  In  fA*  Jfaey,  paf  qf.—In  the  Benate,  ths  bill  ran- 
latlng  the  dallea  and  prorldlng  the  compsiisstioB  itff, 
ognsldarad,  filS;  the  present  practice,  MS;  propeMlka* 
of  ths  bill.  Ell;  ths  oompenaallon  propcMd,  SI4; 
smeadtnaBts  pMpoaad,  61B ;  queetlon  on  tiks  third  nad- 
Ing,  M( ;  it  proposaa  an  sntlre  change  of  compcaadles, 
EI(;  It  will  reduce  the  campeUBtloii  one  halCSK;  ths 
eompeniatlon  allowed,  OlS ;  aalary  conterapUtad  higher 
thu  le  Joitllled,  SIT  1  not  tha  best  way  to  cSaet  icfoia 
by  Inereaalng  aalariea,  SIT ;  all  admit  tha  «TUa  "'■'^■fi 
BIS;  farthscd(bste,6ISibU]psnttl,ai«. 


Bailroadi,  aid  ta— In  tb*  Bon**,  ■  bm  to  admit  tram  sal 
nOwsy  machinsty  fk**  of  daly,  IgT ;  idoKob  to  Milk* 
oat  the  mactlig  clanBS,  18T;  ansed  by  Jcalsaiy  la 
FhlUdstphIa  st  t*)dd  prosperity  of  Balilasifk  Iff; 
•UII^  ot  Iran  maatsia  to  fomlah  whatcTsr  lalliiiBii 
rsqnlrs.  1ST ;  only  ons  third  fUnlehed  by  oar  ftctorta^ 
1S8;  oSarlBg  a  bens^  on  ths  Impcctatioa  of  hrelga 
Iron,  IBS;  no  dnty  conld  DyterlsUy  bSBeflt  tbs  Ina 
mastara  In  th*  lateHor,  IBS ;  blU  ordersd  to  bs  sih 
gnwd,189. 

Butun,  WuuAK,  00  Cadets  at  Wcat  Point,  8;  «■  th* 
smendmant  of  the  Solea,  ISO;  BtprsssnCallrs  Inm 
Penoaylnnl^EiTS;  on  pcetpoalag  ths  elocttoaqf  daa^ 
ET8. 

Jtaasom,  ^roA^MMsa  qf.—Stt  Adas,  toL  Sl 

RunKHFO,  Jaum  F.,  Bsprfeatatlrs  ftom  K«w  Jm»y,Bt. 

StaiaiaUamdSavtM.taluiMoinif.'-^imtmdm.nLS^ 

Smmo,  Taoms  IL,  JsaiaaB  tt,  *K 
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Kud,  Jon>,  B«prM*[iUtlTa  ftom  3<MBM3inigtt*,  STO ;  on 

WT.  £m /itdaiv  Toli.  0,  T.  S,  S. 
Jt^trt  on  tha  UHnlt  on  Iha  Pmldant'i  S«ntU7,  IIB. 
JttprttmlaUon,  ralio  of.— Si*  Indtt,  tdIi.  1,  t,  4. 
gopTMBufaWrw,  gaaUJIeaUon  qf.—SH  InduB,  toL  K 
SttttmMim,  doH  It  aDH  ■  Txusr  i—S—  Iftdhi,  toL  L 
BnaMiim,  raUtlTS  to  mllltii  «)Dn>-inull4l,  8 ;  nliUTS  to 
ad*taatV«Bt  Point,  T;  nlitlTo  ta  Uu  Impimtnitst 
of  tha  Vibuh  OlTcr,  SO ;  on  decaue  oT  Ki^oi-Oaunl 
Brown,  H;  rtUtlia  l«  maiuttd  TOliintaui,n;  onra- 
tnoehmant,  Bt;  on  tha  iiDoDnimant  of  Coocraia,  ItB; 
on  liUn  with  Bull,  119;  ralntlra  to  tha  alaetont 
Tolea,  lUj  relatliB  to  tha  iHolt  on  tha  PruldeDfa 
Bocralaij,  IDS;  on  ■  Tote  of  thuika  to  thaBpeakar,  ItT; 
ralitlTe  to  nation*!  F•lntlDg^  IM ;  reUtiTS  to  tha  iliik- 
tnc  fund,  SlB,'ita ;  nUtirs  to  tha  North  Eulam  Bonn- 
duy,  sai;  RlUlralothaEiploiln«EipoAltlon,MO;  ni 
conntlnf  Ihs  alBcton)  Tota,  MS ;  on  siUing  fCir  Initrno- 
tloni  glran  to  Fuunn  Mlnlilan,  MS ;  ralUlTi  to  dooa- 
tnoDta  taUtlng  to  th*  Puunu  MtaHon,  SU;  on  the 
ibCMH  of  Hadga  Thompion,  KB ;  nlntln  to  the  Com- 
berlud  rand,  HH;  nlitlTa  to  IcIoruI  ImprOTamanti, 
HB;  on  titnrj  In  the  EMaMct  of  ColDsbU,  t»;  to 
■mead  the  rnlH,  KS ;  relitlTa  to  tha  Ponlalurtnln  C*' 
ml  ud  Lonlslina  Collage,  SN  ;  on  ntcanchmODt,  Ut; 
of  relief  to  tha  vJdoir  of  John  Puldlog,  nt;  latatlre 
to  oountlog  tha  elactonl  Tot«,  8M ;  to  nt^  tha  Frad- 
desC  elBct,  tM;  on  raprtnUs(  publle  doenmanK,  WI\ 
oflhinki  tothaSpaaher,  Ml;  on  dacaaoe  of  Thomii  ~ 
Si>sd,«14:anthadaoaaaaofOanare]8mrth,USi  on 

.  of  Judge  Peck.  MT,  BU;  on  a  ireatam 
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StMMM  OuMtrL—St  Ikdta,  toL  4 

XaHMH.  MSecKon  afi—SM  Ad«a^  toL  G. 

iZMOlvHaii,  toldi4n  qf  ttA—In  tha  Honae,  ■  bin  for  tha 
nllefoC«inaldan>d,lSI);  uoeiidiDeBt  moved  raUUre  to 
thft  ownanhlp  of  propartj  ^^J  tha  applicant,  lAO;  the 
oUan  hiTO  no  legul  cUlm  to  u:r  (™»^  °'  intnl>7,  UO  i 
the  efflean  biTa  i  valid  claim,  ISO;  caaa  of  Captalik 
Debut,  101 ;  aolemn  aojagementi  of  tha  old  mnfadara- 


7, 67»;  0 


«,ST>;  01 


1  of  Oahrlel  Holmet,  S88 ;  on  dlatilbntloB  of 
pnblla  ludi,  DBS;  on  poataga  on  parlodlcali,  Mil; 
-       ■     ■    ■     ~  *,B8T;  raUHretaWeat  Point 


—In  tha  Honao,  a  leuIaHon  lelatlTO  to,  la 
ported,  m ;  tha  prnprlatf  of  tha  power  to  sand  fer  pai 
Bona  and  papan,  SS ;  aome  raaaona  ahoold  be  nr^ad  t 
■boir  the  Importuw  of  raitlnf  It  In  a  Mmmltlaf^  89 
datlaa  ehargad  npon  tha  conmilttae,  Sit;  reaolatlon 
paMad,  W;  jeUil  reaolntioD  leported,  ISl 

Committee  had  not  time  to  prepare  uid  report  tha 
UUe  ud  retalnUotia  aatuuTj  to  canj  their 
datloni  Into  effect,  IM;  antnotfrom  the  report  of 
mlnojitf,  100;  furtfaar  ramaAs,  IVT. 

Bexllatlon  directing  an  eumlnation  of  the  aoooi 
of  Oaloa  &  Bfaton,  oonildated,  IIB;  oilf  put  of  tha 
MMBBt  to  be  aiamlnnd,  ISB. 

In   the   nouie,a  leKlntlon  ralatlTe  to  atatlonarj 

or  abbae  of  tbo  pTlTllega  of  memben,  Md ;  what  erl- 
danea  of  the  eilatooce  and  axtant  of  this  abnaa?  SU; 
beta,  BH;  tbn  aubjeet  matter  le  ono  wa  onnot  ragnltU 
b;  pnbllo  anaclment,  WI ;  motion  to  laj  tha  reaidntli 
OB  tha  tihla  loaC,  MI;  object  of  (npplTlnc  mamba 
with  alatloneij,  M3 ;  la  not  a  waata  of  pabllo  tUXMnerJ 
to  the  amoant  rd  two  or  three  thomand  dollara  worthy 
of  attantlont  8CS;  Ihtandad  to  prohibit  Ita  appUtttlon 
to  matlan  not  connsctsd  with  tha  buloeaa  of  leglalatli 
MS ;  would  not  Ita  adaption  make  an  appeal  to  tha 
moral  feellngiof  a  aneceadlng  Ongiamt  teS; 
noise  had  been  mode  on  tha  inbjaet 
bnt  after  waiting w  long  what  had  the  Honaa  reealredt 
K> ;  other  bUla  are  In  progreaa  and 
better  meet  the  qnaition  now,  MS ;  the  Information  has 
(one  abniad  fur  tha  banallt  if  tha  pot 
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withheld  from  clalmanta  In  rloUtlon  of  ereij  prindplo 
of  Jn4tloa,m;  amonnt  dna  raptalna  of  tha  armjnow, 
IM;  on  jaa.  aio^e  pa7lll|  thla  baUneet  IM;  M  It 
rsQieota  tha  Bavolntkonarj  ofBoara,  Jutloa  haa  alom- 
beredalongUmB,iaB;  the  decUlon  of  thla  Roose  will 
■ettla  tha  qnaatlon,  US;  amendment  lat,  IGSi  farther 
dabala,  IM;  bills  reported,  lU. 

Amendmenta  mored,  ITI ;  qoaatlon  on  third  reading, 
ITl :  arrl«d,  ITI ;  bill  pawd,  IH. 

Bill  Important,  and  nqolns  matnn  consideration,  U8; 
blU  for  the  relief  of  offieen  and  uldlen  aiplalnad,  MB; 
namea  <tf  soma  who  did  not  behwg  to  tha  legoUr  armf, 
MS;  this  an  Innoratlon,  MS;  their  claim meh  aa  luuot 
In  aqnl^  be  reilsted,  S48 ;  one  of  the  moet  eitmotdbufx 
blUa  eiar  betbra  Con^reai,  MS;  one  aeetlonglrea  span- 
Hon  to  a  child  of  ■  soldier  of  tha  hut  war,  MB. 

The  Yirginla  Uni.—lB  the  Senate,  a  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  Virginia  SUta  Line  coulderod,  HS ;  Tlrglnln 
aaha  nothing  of  th*  Uberallt;  or  bonntr  of  the  OoTem- 
meot,SBS;  greonds  npon  which  the  bill  ruCa,  KS,  DM; 
was  a  leaervatlon  made  ttrt  theaa  troopa  In  tha  deed  of 
o^rionl  HO;  obllgatlanor  tha  Dnltad  BCaloa  to  jlald 
land  An  tha  aatlatacUon  of  tho  wuranta,  whether  In  on* 
place  or  anothar,  DM ;  bill  ordered  to  be  onrroMed,  Ml. 
In  the  Honao,  th*  report  of  tha  oommlttae  eonaldered, 
«BSr  the  bill,  (83 ;  amendments  moiad,  «SS ;  tha  present 
liw*  ar*  of  a  moat  Inrldlooa  chanctar,  46( ;  the  amond- 
menta  are  enlcnlated  to  extend  tha  bencAta  of  tha  pen- 
sion aratera,  eS« ;  IIliiald,lt  wUl  greatly  Inscaia  the 
amonnt  of  the  appropriations,  6S4 ;  amendmenta  offered 
and  ditonaaed,  US ;  bill  ordered  to  be  engroeaad,  fist ; 
qnestlon  on  the  paaaagc  of  tha  tdll,  <8S ;  a  proper  time 
to  trr  tha  qnestlon  of  prorldlng  for  th*  militia  of  tb* 
war  as  well  M  tha  ragnlsr  toldlara,  (St;  motlan  to  re- 
Dommlt,  tK:  marlta  of  the  mlUtU,  and  their  claims, 
(B( ;  other  amendments  propoaed,  iST ;  tha  pnnrlsloni 
of  the  bill  u  amandad  a  partial  one,  (ST ;  It  ptorldea  IM 
BOO*  but  tha  contlnenlal  line,  CBI;  aU  or  none,  (E8; 
some  wlah  to  get  the  fhnda  of  thla  Gorenimant  dlatrlba- 
ted,  and  the;  cars  not  for  what,  (88 ;  amonnt  of  appro- 
priations, (88.    dMAit<^Tal*.S,«,&>ld<srB. 
JtswAiUon,  awvMnir  qflosrt  q^— Ae /hIis^  ToL  9. 
SttnlaUcnaiy  Ptmtliin  ayl*Bk—8i*  Indm,  toL  B. 
£eeo(tiMotwrr  Botmty  Land*.— St  laOmi,  toL  8. 
JUoda  /aloitd,  adntinio»  i^.-'Stt  In^teB,  roL  1. 
JMotfe  IOomO,  TOta  Ibr  President  In  ISxa,  SM.    As  Itidtm, 

Tola.  1,8, 4, 6,  (,S. 
SiOBUMOK,  /onm,  en  the   oeenpatlon  of  the   Oregon 
Slrer,  ISi,  >IS;  BeprcoentatlTe  from  Hagsachosetts, 

BIB,     «l*JiK(S«^TOl», 

StTLiT,  Juna  v.,  KapreaentatlTe  Itom  Ualne,  ST(.    Su 

ladtm,  ToL  >. 
Suaafttm  JittrM  to  CMaago.    Bo.,  Ftntaaia  to  SL  Au- 

ffutUnt.    J>o.^fivii%  Storeia  lo  ITtie  Orl»ant.—Si*Jii- 

rfea^ToLS.    1)0^ l» Artaniu.^Su rndm,  toL  9. 
Baad  te  Stati*  or  rarriCorUs,  Olgtrmet  b4tiBttn.~Si4 

Itidsa,  ToL  >. 
Roadt  a»d  OohoIm,  imtf4fir.—Stt  Ittdn,  loL  T. 
Auila,  PoA-St  Ittdta,  rol^  S,  T. 

Soadt,  Pott,  Ttpair  of,  in  ieittmtp]ii.—Se*  litdtB,  toL  B. 
BuAin,  JOHK,  KaprsientaUTa  from  Th^Inli,  Bll-nSs*  if 

dwSToLS. 
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Bora,  Boini  B.,  BapnuDUUTe  from  New  Tork,  5T«. 
Boiru,  Johh,  dd  th«  LonliTflla  ft  Fortluid  Cuiii],.SM; 
BenitoT  from  Kcatoekr.  401 ;  od  Foofi  THolatJon  on 
tha  pntille  llDdt,  IBS ;  sD  tlM  oOlea  of  AUonieT-Oenanl, 
SOI,  UK;  DD  the  pttant  <>tSc«,  DO;  Ml.    Am  Aib^ 
iDk.B,«. 
flulH  q^r^nbr.—In  Iha  HoDU,  *  dliciuilDii  on  *  mc 
fgrF»(»iiiIdantl(ni,Ug;  pnetin  of  the  Hanu,  Itf ;  tha 
rslai,  1« ;  uoi-ndmsnts  moTed,  IM. 

A  TuolntlDD  dacUring  thit  ill  bIkUihu  bj-  tha  Hmu 
■hill  ba  vtoa  vo«,  offertd,  Ra ;  HMona  llir  d«<ItlBg 
ehugt  or  pnctliK,  Stt ;  vhit  mra  Qib  aljaetlau  to  th 
prspoiad  <:huge  t  SU ;  It  ironld  lud  to  gnat  IncoDTal 
lance,  mi  to  graat  ud  Dielau  aacilDe*  of  Hxm,  SK 
obJeeUoo  to  iKarlBg  tli«  standing  rnlei  on  aTai?  flight 
oooulon,  89D. 

A  RipraaantitlTa  ought  ilmjt  to 
SW;  oocidni  no  daUj.  tW ;  pnctlDa  of  Penujlnnla, 
8H);  lttUiOTat«b««<«iwoa,uid  put  on  T*ootd,tlwt 
tba  eoulltiient  may  know,  850 ;  ti  than 
why  tba  prsiant  moda  of  aleetloD  It  not »  gi 
vhr  tha  male  pmpoiKd  voild  ba  battar  I  : 
tuken  of  the  livi  bj  which  oil'  oomtl  tDenti  an  bonnd, 
ud  It  it  prcper  thaj  thonid  hnoir  bow  aac3i  rasn  Totaa 
on  aTer7  law,  but  thla  prinrdpla  doas  not  apply  to  our 
aota  vhan  marely  appoFntlng  an  tnatmment  to  OkdUtata 
tba  diacharga  of  ooj  dnty.  S91. 

Baaolndon  of  thinki  to  tba  Bpaaker  offend.  Ml ;  do 
t^  crdliuiT  rnlta  of  oidar  apply  to  the  Uat  day  of  tha 
■MBloal  Ul;  reaolntlon  not  In  order,  Ml;  nnlTenal 
pnotlca  hu  daeldtd  that  iich  a  naolnCloB  may  ba  T»- 
eelred  on  tha  lait  day,  «0I;  Bpp*iIlotha  Ha1U^Mn; 
fnrtbar  debate,  WI;  dedalon  of  the  Cbali  Vutilned, 
401  Surndia,  jAt. 
Bosa,  KnnuiD,  eitnst  from  hla  report  m  Secretary  of  the 
Tnanry.SOI;  Sat*,  KIT;  Totaa  An  a*  TIee  Pnaidaiit 
InlStS.. 
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mucnr,  Banator  from  Ohio,  101    St*  ladta, 

SimBiLL,'Wii.iuj(,KepneentatlTafromObio,BTT.    &a/>i- 

Buaion  Trtaty  fn  Ua  KorOmal,  amtraitnUimt  ^— In 
the  Honae,  a  bill  to  ponl^  eanBldered,141;  ol^ect  and 
neeaiilty  of  Iha  bill.  111 ;  hare  not  power  tben  to  any 
tha  law  Into  eirect  If  paaaed.  111 ;  thla  doea  not  remoTB 
the  obllgiUon  to  paaa  It,  111;  proper  that  tha  Honsa 
abonld  leglalate  on  tbe  anbject,  113 ;  itlpnUtlon  of  tbe 
treaty,  141;  oomplalnti  of  Knala,  111;  how  will  tba 
paasage  of  thla  act  fDlfll  ooi  tnalyT  lU;  amendment 
offend.  111 ;  pncllee  of  the  United  Btat«s  nlatlie  to 
oS«DMi  cenunlltad  In  tha  Indian  country,  149;  oompe- 
tant  to  punljh  any  offenoe  of  any  of  Ita  dtiiena.  14S; 
unendmeut  oAnd  and  nijeclad,  14);  bfUotderod  to  ■ 
tblid  nadln&  lu. 


AiSiMi' (HKl /VaUiv  A>iHKr.-«M  AuZm  Td.  Bt  2M(M 

anlm-porlt. 

BiXKwn,  'SxTVix,  on  the  BlnUng  fDnd,  en ;  Seaator  from 
irawTork,101;aua  military  peace  eatabllibmut,  US, 
Btt  JHdM^  vola.  It  1,  8, 

SamimaJL,  rMeft^.—Bi*  InOtm,  toL  S. 

SAoct  Land*,— In  tbe  Senate,  a  bill  to  nliaqnlth  certain 
IandalnMlaalHipplfbTecbiMlc,*«.,eouldered,ns;  tK- 
pUnaUonoftbe  bin,  US;  tha  old  Btataamada  a  demand 
for  dmtlar  gnat*,  ISO ;  nerar  viewed  by  the  new  Stttea 
Bi  ■  dimatJon,  Sa9;  ntw  BUlM  greatly  pi^ndlead  by 


compacta,  UV ;  tbe  doctrine  of  a  tranaftorenae  ai  mtm 
algnty  qneatloned,  W ;  thaaa  comjiacta  reepeetlBg  lada 
not  luTiUd,  St ;  bill  laid  on  tbe  table.  Ma 

BoOTT,  Jobs,  BepreaentallTt  tram  PennaylTaiila,  BTI;  <■ 
tbe  pay  of  memben,  TIR. 

Sumaii,  jHvCacflm  ^— ,Sm  A^«B,  roll,  B,  1. 

Aanwa,  /brtlfn  wwretoal— Aea  Tudtm,  toL  & 

Au4  ^  OoMTiMwiaf.— A«  Awl«<s  Tok.  1, 1,  S,  B. 

JiHirat  iVocMifliim  {wNtooim  «:-»a  JiHta^  ToL  A 

&<KU«iijite^lTa6.-^&«iwt«i^Tok.l,a,S,  and  A4ai 
ToL  1,  Dtfimtha  Mtatitrtt  amd  BtdMou*  JPraMfL 

Sm^Mi*  War.— St*  Ittdtit,  tdL  & 

BmoiM,  BmidnoT  L^  BepraaentatlTafVom  ICaiytand,  BK. 

Bmoit,  idJoiiTU  at  doee  of  aeeond  aeadon  of  toth  Confrea, 
SH;  eonTenesatlratuarianofnat  CoiignM,lM;Bd- 
lonnu  atcloec  of  lint  aeaslon  of  tlat  Congnaa,  STS, 

Bnonain,  Jomr,  on  niTal  appropriatlnTa,  6 ;  on  the  mint 
of  the  United  SUtet,  lis;  on  nUet  to  raflroad^IRT;  m 
retnnchment,  IM;  on  the  drawback  on  nDned  angB^ 
tTS;oa  lotterleBatVaBblngt«i,t8&    AaJiHt^nk 

SinXB,  A.  B.,  Delegate  ftom  Arkanaa^ETT;  on  ■  wMtaa 

armory,  BflO. 
Biraoin,  HoKano,  Benator  from  TarmoDt,  101   St*  bSm, 

TOhLT,  e,lL 

Lusuinn  IL,  Beprtaeatatin  fk«  North  Ouo- 

>,  nt :  on  eompanaatlon  of  mamber*,  Btl ;  oo  rtUrf 

widowg,  Ao.,  of  ollloan  of  the  Hornet,  SM;  OB  fl» 

road,  TU.    St  Indtm,  tdL  B. 
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BenlatlTe  from  Korth  Candlna,  STI. 
Bmuia,  Jutn,  BeprteantatlTe  flsm  Ohio.  STT. 
Bni,  Tmnui  H^  SapreaentatlTe  from  Pcnuylnnla,  GTl 

Stt  /aAo,  ToL  «. 


on  ttie  dnvback  an  tngir.  III ;  Benator  fRnn  U 
aetta,404;  an MaaaachnaetU eblnu,  118, SM. 

iSlHMnff  JVwI,— In  tha  Benate,  reaolotlona  rebdre  to,  con- 
(ldered,tlB;  tba  Ural nlataa  to  l>ia  flflh  aeeUonaftha 
ataklng  Aind  aat,9]B;  portLonaof  tha  debt  abonld  be 
pnrehuad  loonar  than  allow  tlu  Dooey  to  remain  Idla, 
SIB;  object  of  tbe  seooud  reaolntlon,  Iia ;  thbdrwrin- 
tlon  reiatlDg  to  tbe  prsprfety  of  companaathn  by  tha 
United  Btates  Bank  tbr  (he  nia  of  tha  baliaca  of  tha 
pnbllo  money,  alt;  equity  of  the  ^i^naltlan,  tlT;  W- 
anoea  In  tlw  Innk  of  England,  tlT ;  tba  other  neiiliilliiiia 
explained,  UB,  SI«;  moHon  to  mfni  the  Snt  to  tba  oeiD- 
mltte*  on  flunH,  tW ;  rtaolutlona  laid  on  the  lablis  m. 
H oUon  to  ntei  the  whole  anlject  to  the  Snaooa  esB' 
mlttae,  BS ;  all  eioept  t]ie  thne  per  cent,  debt  may  bo  ^ 
dlacbarged  In  three  or  fDnr  yeara  by  adq^tlng  tba  inyi 
Intlon,  m;  otijaetlon  to  aendlng  the  reeolnllonB  to  tba 
floaace  committee,  nt;  further  dabat*  on  tW  nMli> 
tlona,  m,  Kflt  <M ;  report  on,  IM 

Sat*  lYadt,  4f'icon.—Sa*  IvUm,  Toh  I,  a,  T. 

ItM*  Trad*,  *uppri—lan  qf.—St*  Jmatn,  nla.  1,  T,  t. 

~aM7Vlld*,ablIl  nlatlra  to  tba  AIHcan  AgoeypMM^ 

SlMtrv,  raaoMbnurwIaHea  (o,  la  <uv  jt^ea.— Aa£eAiV 
Tola.  S,  t,  and  Indtm,  toL  1,  TtrrUortf. 

AoMry  <»  Ma  £Wric(  0/ OiOniMO.— In  the  Booa^  a  aadii 
of  reaohitlona  nlatlre  to,  eontldared,  IM ;  tlu  alk^ 
tloia  of  tbe  preamble  abown  to  be  well  fenndad,  Kt; 
thoae  irtw  niikr  erlla  whkb  they  alone  IWTe  tbe  power 
U  prarent,  ar*  alone  aeeonnlaUe  In  Iboea  eilla,  MT; 
tha  extreme  aanalllTaneBf  anppoaad  to  eiiat  whenant 
■UTtry  la  mentlanad  onght  not  to  prenll,  MT;  aDt^ 
tiona  ot  tha  prenmblet  AIT;  another  eaaa  at  hardablpt 
SOS;  tbedltl>lctl)fallofooB>^aln((,K*;  other  oa^ 
m  ■  tbla  trafflo,  and  tbe  Tlawa  It  exblblta,  ar*  at  oSb- 
■It«  to  tho  people  at  tba  dMdM  H  they  tn  BiJMt  ta 
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;  ui  adTertlHmelit  from  Ihs  puUIs 
prlnli,  tit;  thsiabjcct  miuldBnd  In  *  mora  (olsrgcd 
and  uUoial  Tlew.SlO;  Ikrthei  lemuko,  814;  Tots  on 
tb«  rMolnlloM,  81*. 

Btavtry  in  Ot  Ditlrict  of  Colttmbta.—Ba  Indm,  nk.  E,  9. 

Sattry,  N'cgro,  in  jbuU  AiMrica.—Stt  Itidrx,  tqI.  a 

Sattt,  adlon  11/ Indlana.^Sa  Indix,  tdLS,  Ordtiuinet. 

Savet,  I>eporitd.—Se*  India,  Tols.  ^  9.  Do.,  J'tt^fiUm.— 
aa  Indta,  Toll,  fi,  «,  T.  Da,  Importation  i^.—Stt  In- 
dia, ToL  C,  lad  Indtm,  to!.  8,  Dutitt  im  tmporU.  Do.. 
Indemnil]/  Jbr.-^St*  I»d^  toL  t.  Da.,  Migration 
o/.Stt  JndtB,  ToL  0.  Do.,  PMHinu.—Sii  India,  Toll. 
1.8,  4,8. 

Slaret,  coait  IrantpertalUm  iff.—aa  Indtm,  toL  >. 

Elol^ofWar.-8etIadtm,Yo\.1. 

SmaltArmtd  YiMai.—ae* Indta,  n\\ 

BuTH,  Jobs,  tha  tsut  ot.—Stt  Itdio,  toI.  8. 

BuTTB,  Ouiu  B.,  on  emlgnUou  oT  tndUlM,  19;  on  the 
CiuDberluid  nti  In  lodluu,  K3,  Sn.      Sm  /ntfoi^ 

ToL*. 

Bsnn,  Suitm,  Pmldant  pn  tan.  oT  tha  Senkta,  SCO ;  on 
lbs  dnwbuk  OD  mueluiidlM,  tOt ;  sd  ttn  linking  fund, 
234,  IMl  OB  tlu  dIitrn)iitl(iD  ol  tha  rennoe,  2SS;  E«n- 
mt«  tram  Uiij^taA,  W4 ;  on  intenit  dos  to  ecrUIn 
Butda,  114  i  on  ■  millUcy  pcue  eiUbUihrneiit,  419, 4ia ; 
on  tha  matlna  tarT!e«,  4S8 ;  on  the  monnted  lotkntij 
U1I.GW;  on  pa;  oI  poneia  In  the  Ritt,  SIS;  on  [ha 
Baltinuin  and  Ohio  raad,GnL  Stt  Iadtr,yt,]M.  S,  B,  *, 
0,«,T,B,». 

flmTB,  Sjjtru.  A,  SepraaentaUT*  from  PcnDSjlranla,  Sttt. 

BxRH,  ViLUu,  on  the  claim  oT  Uaison  Bonga,  S80,  Ul, 
IM ;  on  the  protait  of  Bontli  CaroUiu,  US ;  on  Tero- 
InCIODai7  poniloDi,  MS  J  Totaa  fur  u  Vice  Fnildant  In 
1913, 8M;  Benktor  frsm  Bonth  CaraUn,  t04  j  oaYooVt 
raBoladon  on  tha  pobUo  landa,  Ol.    Sai  Indta,  toI^  S, 


ba  o(Bc9  of  U^or-Oeaenl,  lISj 
ileeaaH  of,  SSS.    Set  India,  toIi.  t,  T,  8,  ». 

fliitTB,  Atiiunan,  Itapfe»ant»UT«  from  Tirglola,  BTl. 

Soldiirt  of  Utt  atmMion.—Sti  Indioi,  vaU.  S,  S. 

BotM  American  Slattt.—Sn  Indea,  Tola,  t,  T. 

SmtX  Carolina  Frofat-~lB  tht  Beuts,  a  protait  of  the 
State  of  Sontli  CaraliH  agaluat  the  tariff  ot  1SI9,  pre- 
•eDt*d,U2;  TlenofSonthCarallnmSlS;  patrlotloeon- 
dDct  of  Soath  Cuijllnt,  Hi;  rcmoutmieat  ot  Bonth 
CaTolina,  aU ;  dlffleoltj  to  tha  Banthara  Btatea,  of  caw- 
ing thair  aentlmenta  and  feeling  to  ba  made  Icnowq,  ao 
aa  to  ba  nndentood  and  appreciated,  MS;  tIov  of  tba 
lata  LcglalatnrD,  MS ;  protajt  ordered  to  be  printed,  MO. 

&>«»  OiKitfna,  Tola  for  Presldetit  In  ISSS,  8M.  Seelndtn, 
TDlil,)l,8,4,0,fl,8. 

SoiM  Carolina,  Ot  Claim  of— St  India,  toL  B. 

Itpain,  ratification  0/  On  Trtatg  9*  IglB.— £m  ladBc, 
ToLT. 

^itelt  J'atfnunU.—Sa  India,  tdL  S, 

j^ecia,  Iraiuportatlon  qf.  In  puiUo  armtd  tttiiit,—Sa 
Indtx,  YoL  7. 

SrDSnr,  Jnai,  BepreteotatlT*  ftom  North  Carolina,  GTt ; 
on  mlleagg  of  membera.  EM ;  on  relief  to  vldDirB,  Ac, 
of  offleen,  Slc,  of  the  Hornet,  £88. 

Stescib,  AnBioei,  KepresentaClTa  Trom  Sew  York,  GTt; 
on  dlttribotlca  of  tha  pnbUc  landa,  602 ;  en  coltlTatloa 
of  the  nfar  cane,  848. 

Srnoii,  Eicnian,  SepraaentatlTe  from  Uarjlind,  SIS ;  on 
BoDtham  iDdlana,  W8. 

Brxiaci,  PiLH,  on  emigration  ol  Indiana,  IS;  on  tha  tariff 
bill.  10,93;  ontbe<iaiaofWUda,1!Sion  tha  dnwbaok 
on  nSned  engar,SM;  Bciator  from  Maine,  401;  on  a 
Bnrgaoa-aanaial  In  the  NaTj,  SSS.  >Sm  Inda^  xola. 
8,9. 

Bruoa,  UnmxBL  C,  BepregentatlTa  from  Mar^laod,  GTS. 
Se4  India,  toL  >. 
VOL.X— i8 


BunnuBT,  WiLuut,  on  tJu  Ohio  Canal  land  grant,  188; 

OD  the  Ohio  Canal,  191 ;  BaprasentaUTa  ftom  (Xdo,  GTT; 

on  the  paf  of  mamben.  119.    St  UtOtm,  toL  t. 
Sr^HiiTrH,  Jaios,  BepieaentatlTa  frem  Tenaaaaaa,  BT8. 
iSCota  Salanea.—Set  Indar,  toL  1. 
a  Domln30.—8i»  India,  Tola.  S,  T. 

from  Pennijlfwita, 


GTS;   0 


't  from  PannijrlTanla^ 
WnUam  Morgan,  I8>; 


laan  Bpeaker, 


Bnvmos,  Amuir,  on  the  can  of  WDUam 
addrcaa  on  a  TOte  of  thanka,  199 ;  on  dra' 
fined  Boear,  £69 ;  addreaa  In  repl  j  to  the  to 
408;  BcpreMDt^tlTe  from  Virginia,  BTII ;  ehi 
GTT ;  addreia,  BTT.    8u  Indm,  Tola.  8,  9. 

BrxTDiaD*,  Juiaa  B„  on  the  drawback  on  rtaned  logat,  2S9. 
£H7nd«B,Tala.a,9. 

Bmr  w,  AKDWtir,  on  the  Cheaapeaka  and  Ohio  Canal.  1B9 ; 
on  raUef  to  rallroada,  isa ;  on  the  Cnmberland  road,  SH. 

£Ioafc,j(oafnUUon(naie.— j^/iufA^ToL  8. 

Btculs,  Hutaf  E..  on  oaTal  appropriatlena,  S;  on  retrench- 
ment, 88,  HT;  on  the  (ua  of  WllUun  Uorgan,  1S9;  on 
the  dnwback  on  redned  angar,  m,  S9S ;  EepreientatlT* 
from  New  York,  GI8;  on  a  CommlttH  on  Edoutlon, 
SSI ;  en  Southem  Indiana,  111 ;  on  relief  to  widowa,  lit, 
of  ottcera  of  Homat,  Ui;  on  InrUaa  aSkln,  M8.  En 
Indon,  Tola.  S,  T,  B,  9. 

Bioau,  ViujAH  L.,  BepreaentatlTe  bom  ConnecUcnt,  DTI 

BnoNO,  Juma,  on  retrenchment,  S9 ;  on  land  cUlma  In  Tan- 
ncBBee,  181;  on  tba  bonndarj  Unaaof  Ohloand  Indians. 
18S;  on  theoeenpaUonDflhaOnganKlTeT.SeT;  oo  the 
territory  ef  Hnron,  SGI ;  on  the  Cnmbertand  road,  860 ; 
BepreaaetatlTO  frxtm  New  York,  DT6;  on  eompenaatlon 
ormcnibera,689;DOChajDd]darr,88G  Aa Jfula, (dL 9. 

BviblMii  If  Stalit.-Sn  India.  toL  1 

Sitfinri  at  Aliaandria,  nll^f  1^  au.—Sll  India,  TdL  I. 

Si^ltnri  In  War.—Sii  India,  toL  8. 

draubact  on  r^ftned^Sit  DvUit  on  Importt, 


u  relatiTO  to,  effatcd. 


ToLlO. 

Sugar  Cam.— la  tha  Honae, 

•M ;  whf  la  Ihla  article  thna  aln^ed  ont  Ibr  the  ipedal 
tBTOFofCoDgreatrSM;  one  of  dall;nie,andalnuatDn<- 
Teraal  eonnmptloa,  846;  deprstwd  atate  of  the  cotUn 
tnvket  adda  iDtcnat  to  thla  nblHt,  846;  detatIa,64T; 
three  kinda  In  the  United  Btitea,  UT ;  reaolntlon  agreed 
to,  641. 

Sunday  MaiU.—Ti\  th«  Benale.  report  of  tba  committee, 
eonaldered,  981 ;  motion  to  print,  981 ;  leglaUUon  on  tha 
aabjoct  Improper,  t89 ;  not  right  to  order  alar^  number 
of  ooplea  nntll  they  know  what  the  report  la.  193 ;  tbaaa 
pedtloaa  bnt  an  entering  ndge  to  make  tbli  OoTem- 
mant  a  rellglosa  Initead  of  a  aodal  and  political  Inalltu- 
Uoa,  983 ;  leglalatlon  not  Improper  on  this  aBbJact,  383 ; 
motlTBi  of  peUtlonen  donhtlaaa  pore,  9S3;  eommlttee 
dtoeharged,  As.,  388.    &■  Ad«^  vaU  S,  T. 

Atpreme  Court.^-la  tha  Bcnata,  a  blU  to  anthoriie  an;  tbor 
Judgaa  to  allJODia  tram  day  to  da;  for  t*enty  daya,  oon- 
lldered,  and  paaaed,  983. 

Snrjeon-atntral  tf  "M  Jl'aei'.— In  tbe  Senate,  a  hill  ore- 


eeoteo 
to  the  NaTy.eSS;  obfeet  to  Introdno 


r,  S93;  I 


.  ayaCem  of  te 


money  tOr  hbi  grog,  it  will  not  remedy  tbe  e 
iDDtlan  to  Indndo  mldablpiaan,  098;  thla  law 
tabltah  an  onnaceaaary  offlea,  C98;  expertcno 
army  (iTOnbla,  699 ;  laTe  great  eipanaeln  tha 
department  of  the  NaTy,  S39 ;  bill  ordered  U 
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Taluthuo,  JaHH.  on  th>  dantlon  of  th*  nilM  of  nit 
401 1  BaprMenUUrt  btim  yitglnU,  ill.     St  Jadta, 

Rbn<^  lUneL—Su  IwOtm,  nk.  %  I^  <,     ite.,  ITar.— 5m 


Tinni,  JoBH  W.,  on  mlUUi  omiti-mulU],  4 ;  on  bitiI 
qtproprlfttloiu,  C ;  on  oontnTentJou  ctf  T*ii— i**  tmtj^ 
Iti;  ouUiadnwtiukaDnfluidnicu'.HS;  on  tha  oo- 
apitlaa  of  tha  ColombU  BlTir,  Nfi;  BtpriMatotlTe 
frum  Haw  Tark,  ST( ;  on  dlsMbation  sf  th*  pnbUo 
ludi,  AM ;  OS  oompuuiUoii  cf  Bwnban,  NO ;  on  mlla- 
■(B  of  mdnban.  MS.    Bit  /odjo,  toIi.  t^  1,  T,  >. 

Tahwsll,  L,  W^  OB  th*  dnwbuk  on  tagtr,  HI;  as  tn- 
ItnisUoiu  to  PuuDU  HinltUn,  MS,  UU.  >M ;  on  the 
Ohaupuhaud  Ohio  Caul. H(;  BbhiMt (k«n  Vlrglnl*, 
M;  on  pQ  uf  pfliHn  In  Ihs  Kutj,  Ell;  on  th»  Im- 
pHduBtst  of  Judga  PHk,  H&    ,8h  /iffM^  Tob.  8, 9. 

nmuMM,  odmiotot  (>i:— 5u  Iiutt^  toL  ]. 

niHM*M«,T(it*ltormsltI«DtliilSt8,8M.  &>  Jnfdv  Toll. 
S,»,4.B,«,a. 

Ifcuimint  lonii  eJoteu  <iL— In  tha  Honae,  ■  bill  «Diwld- 
arad  laUtlTa  to  inthorliliig  tha  Btita  et  TetmaaiH  ta 
Imu  gnaU  Itir  etrtilii  luCU,  Ac,  IH  ;  tha  gnut  li  to 
iDpp)f  ■  daRciaiioy  which  ailtti  in  tha  lehool  Undi  of 
tha  StUa,  111 :  I  rar[e«  of  tha  prDmlnant  aoti  of  ti(l>- 
litloD  which  hiT*  takon  plso*  on  thli  intijaet,  in ;  da- 
tiJla  of  the  pnuDt  lUte  of  tha  lud^  lia 

QuDtllr  of  land  gnalai  thu  aaaj  lappca^  ]K ; 
prlnelpla  ud  poller  of  tha  bill  objacttouahla,  119 ;  tha 
Blata  hH  ■  legal  elilm  npon  tba  Oaaanl  OoTmiment 
lbT4M,O0a  Mnaofland.l»j  ■gnemaat  wllb  Tennaa- 
■•e,lS>;  tbaooDBtrr  cut  ofTaDieHaeBlvar.lStipiiT- 
paM  IM  which  tUa  nllnqnlahmaBt  ia  Hngbt,  ISO ;  atita- 
maotof  kob,l«);  Ui*  Ael  of  Caam^  ISO ;  tha  United 
StUca  am  cot  nndsr  aar  oUlgMlod  t«  aada  %  foot  of 
•dftol  bud  totbaBtataarTaiiDaaae,I>l;  North  Caro- 
lina haa  Barer  nlaaaad  th*  Daltad  StatM  from  UablllC7 
to  latldy  her  warraota,  ISI ;  aTldeiwa  of  tho  obUgatlon 
of  the  General  Gorammant  Id  make  prorlilon  fbr  th* 
aopport  of  oolDDion  achoola  In  TeaBtasea,  111 ;  the  bonn- 
tlta  promliad  b;  N'srth  OaroUaa,  189;  fnrthar  dabata, 
m,  IM ;  blU  laid  OS  tha  table,  18Bl 

Bauoia  fbr  not  oberlng  iBitmetlana  of  tho  l4^ 
latnre.  Ml;  gnnia  at  IhietloDi  of  land  eoold  saiar 
■^Mrata  aa  a  preaadant,  M;  r«Momlbr  the  asieiidinaat, 
nti  >  preferanoe  of  entrjr  pTDTldad  fi)r  tha  oaaopanta  on 
tba  taUBqalahment,  9ffT ;  gantlaraon  from  Temxaaec 
dliacree  aa  to  tUa  gnat,  WT ;  tba  qnantltf  of  land  pn>- 
poaadloba  glTen,U8;  Undg  In  tba  Stat*  hato  Barer 
bean  mrrorad,  tW ;  farther  debate,  WB ;  aiyanmracBt, 

Tha  two  pTOpoaltlDna  oomptrKd,  MB;  abfecUona  to 
tbt  ■uUtllata,  SIS;  la  COBgreaa  raadfBot  only  la  TatOaa 
th*  appUeaUoD  of  a  BUto,  but  to  go  Ibitber  and  amplo; 
tha  affleera  of  that  Btate  to  do  aomi thing  dirscti;  at  war 
with  her  qiplleaUonf  SIS;  the  amandment  makea  BO 
dlipoaltlaB  of  the  remalndtr  of  the  landa,  Bit;  the  [«- 
aage  of  that  ameBdmant  woald  do  diroot  Injnrj  to  tba 
panona  It  waa  tnteBd*d  to  beneSt,  til ;  a  Tory  Import- 
tant  oooditlon  attaebad  to  tha  aot  of  oeaalon,  SIS ;  ftu- 
thar  debate,  SIS;  tho  bill  la  adTO«t«l  la  a  meamre  of 
■satlee,  SSO;  MMrtloB  m  whloh  the  whol*  maHora 


at  tha  pBblle  land  thaa  Ohio,  MO;  amoDst  reealTtd, 
SK;  atatatntata  nod  oplnlona  of  Ikw  wba  baa 
the  ameubDant,  SB ;  Iba  right  of  Tamn»aa  to  tkt 
nrplna  taada  wIlbiB  Ita  Ibnits,  BU;  gronn^  npg* 
wbleb  tha  Btatf  ftmnda  hrr  dalm,  flSS ;  tba  bordam  In- 
poaad  DD  TeDoeaeee,  and  hrr  [iidiwemaBla  to  CBcouUr 
tbeBi,  SSI ;  coat  tba  United  BtaUs  Bto  tboniABd  par  ■». 
Iium  to  Bppruprlate  thaaa  Unda.>24;  tf  tha  land  b  ei 
iBdiflsrent,  wbf  do  yon  iliow  inch  loUeltade  t*  gtl  tt> 
■SB ;  to  what  potpeaa  wDI  jon  «isT*rt  tl  f  BIS ;  Ihit 
amendmant  la  at  war  with  tba  priadplaa  af  equalilr, 
vblah  oo^t  alwan  to  be  otMrrad  In  laglalatlDB,  M; 
tbrtherdabate,&K,Bn. 
7«>HMai*a,  r^A>**  lamdi  to.— In  tb 


TtrrltorUt^S—Indt^  Tok  1,  S,  S,  4,  L 

Tvr,  JOHa,  SepraaantatlTB  Ikinii  Indiana,  BIT ;  aa  dlitfi- 

bntloonf  thepobUelanda,EM,Wl;  OS  nUef  ta  wUowa. 

&(^  of  ofaean  of  Bonat,  <S»,  BH. 
TBoimoH,  Hanai,  deeeaaa  at,  UB.    8tt  India,  toL  9. 
TBoiiraoa,WiLn,KapFa>aBtMlT*  from  OeorgU.  SI<i  aa 

Soathara  Indiana,  BOB-Bll.    St*  IltUm,  (ok.  I,  \  t. 
TnoHaoa,  JoEV,  SepraaBtatiT*  ttaa  Ohio,  OTT. 
TUl* <if  FrmUtmL—eH  Jndta,  nLl. 
7brj)*da  Ibj»rlmtllt^-8tM9t,ToL  t. 
Tbioi,  PaOKaa  L,  olfon  memorial  leMlTa  to  Vniam 

lforgu,in;  OBlb*eia*otWUllaml[ertan,lM;  Sep- 

raaentatlTa  from  New  York,  ns.    &*iitd«,ToL). 
TVaoan  owlAidMoa  d^ind.—S4t  Imdm,  ToL  1. 
TWiuoispiHfafaiHiif  i^,^St*  ladtu,  rol  S. 
TytaHirti,—S»t  /HdiB,  Toll.  1,  K 
niaturji  2foUt.St*  ladn,  toI,  0. 
Trtaturf,  .^ihihoI  faporl— In  tha  Hsoar,  a  iwitliM  ta 

prist,  BSD;  qoeatlon  aa  to  the  anmbtr  at  oople^  BM; 

ImportaBfla  of  tba  documant,  S&~ 

not  to  bagln  wlUi  tba  oommiiB 

sea 

TVwKy,  Ifta  Orulk-At  JnOtm,  rd.  »,  and  Indmt,  nl  E^ 
Owt  Indtm  IftgoUatiim. 

Tnaty  wU\  Ortal  BrUa4».-BH  Indue,  toL  L 

Trtati/  (e<H  Spalii.—Stt  Indse,  vd.  S. 

TiBTun,  Juta,  KaprteoBtatlie  from  Tlrg(Dl*,BTl  JM 

Aifta^  »la.  a, ». 
Taocr,  GaaMalL,BaiiBtorfromQ*orgl*,»i.    AaJMav 

Tcosn,  E>aKi3a,DDB*Talntlonarr*ddlai,UL    jSm/b- 

Ad^ToLI. 
Tirnn,  BmLDia,  ob  tba  dsoeaaa  of  Hadga  Tbompaoi^ 

IBS;  BapreaaBtatlTB  from  South  CbreUBa,  GIB.    £aa/ia- 

d4K,T<A.9. 

Tnun,  Duim,  OB  th*  tariff  UD,  114    SatlaimcnLX 

Tiea-IUnlt  ro(a.-aa /lulaa,  toL  4 

Tnx*,  JoBT,  SaDatortram  TliglBta,4M;  ob  th*  daaiaaa  rf 

Oasaral  Bmjtb,  EBB  1  OB  the  ricglala  Ubo  of  oSetaa,  ta. 

BBS;  oBthelIa7iTinaAL«ilBgtoamad,Ber.     Aab- 

diK,  TDla.  r, «. 


Chios,  iXaanMCoB  qf.Su  IndtK,  nL  4. 
CitlUdSbitiiaitd  eiorgta.-~a»*  Indn,  nL  I. 
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>a  the  Ohio 


WMt  Point,*;  OB  tha  deeciia 

OB  tha  offiog  of  Hijar-atnanl, 

Otiul,  in  1  DO  ntnnchmeDt,  M 

Ohio,  en;  soBWotrnimar;,  SSO,AS«;  on  dlstrlliii- 

Uoo  of  the  public  lud^  DM.    Sie  Iitdtm,  Tote.  T.  %  «. 
Tumm.  JanH,  SepniaDtitlT*  trm  MuuehiiHtU,  GI8. 

£M  India,  mil.  8; «. 
r<nwii(  Tota  bi  Pnildent  Ib  ISiS,  W4.    Aa /wIhs  rata. 

.    ^8,t,^^8. 

TUFLASCE.  Oeuu  C,  OB  (ha  mint  of  tha  UBltad  StBtaa, 
\a\  BepRwutUlva  fmoi  Htn  York,  Ht;  sb  poitage 
OB  pailodiata,  US;  Dn  dlplooutla  a^aaag*,  M8.  Bet 
India,  Toll,  i,  8. 

Fiucli,  reirMarJnff  amd  oladHnff.— iSh  /adea^  *ol  I. 

Teloitfata  irnUs^ton  TVrvptta  SMd,  BT^ 

ne4  tmd  Star  AitiUralt.—Sl  Indaa,  toL  B. 

Flea  PntUmTt  Appial.—8ee  Indte,  toL  9. 

FlM  A-Mtdan^  JI0WWV  qf  Ha.— iSm  Adaai,  nL  1. 

Votov,  fiinrxL  F..  oa  emlgntCDa  of  tha  Indlaiia,  tl ;  on 
lud  cUlnu  Ib  Tav>ua»,  181 ;  OK  tho  Ohio  Cuul.  1*9 ; 
BtpruanUtlTe  fMm  Ohio,  GIT.    Sa  AAo,  rata.  T,  B,  8. 

nrtrAito  £sn<f  WarTafitt.—SM  Indta,  roL  T. 

ylrftiUa  Um*.  Ua,  <h  (ta  JfavstoMoKary  .Jmir,  SS& 

TlrffiMa  JBlUaiy  Iand4.—SM  ItvltB,  rata,  t,  & 

PbV<ii<<i,  rata  for  PnddoBt  In  IBIS,  3M  Aa  Ada^  TsU 
1,^B,*,»,B.», 

Vtl*  »/  Apprtbalteii.—8n  AHfie,  toL  t. 


ITa&Wl  and  Jntwat  OwdJ.— 5aa /lulaa,  raL  B. 

Wab<uk  AJoar— In  tba  HoaM,  a  nsolotlon  to  lnqsli*  into 

tho  ojpodloaey  of  Improt'tn^  oooddarad,  BO;  itita  of 


War,  Qindaet  i»f  lltt.—St»  fiutov  ToL  <L 

Var,  DviaraUm  <^,  in  1B11-.8M  Adn,  ToL  t. 

WiBD,  Aakoh,  OB  reUaf  (o  tb«  «ldo«  of  John  Fan 
8T4.    Bet Iiflen.yti.i. 

ViraiKSTOK,  QiOHi  (X,  Bapmaotatlra  from  ICuyUad, 
BIB. 

VAiaDCiaK,  JI^iutMiiH  Ar<ra<(  i;<— £m  I»da,  toL  S. 
%.,  JCoiuHiUHf.— 5m /ndA,  rata.  E,  S,  T. 

)r<uUn|7«an  CUv,  capturi  if/.— St*  AdaB,  toL  S. 

Watxk,  Jakb  JC,  Bapnaonl>lira  from  Oooi^la.  STB ;  oi 
BoatheTBlBdlua,Bll;  on  tha  paj' of  moinlian,  IIB. 

WsnnB,  Duin^  on  th*  SopMrna  Court,  S8>-SBe ;  ob  Uu 
Chai^waha  and  Ohio  Cuul,  MT;  on  lutnetloDB  tc 
Fuuu  UlBMatm  2U-iai  1  Banator  from  MauuhQ. 
aatti,  4M;  on  Foot's  molnUoo  on  pnbllo  taudi,  111- 
4«B,t4T;  OBUiaciace«rAttorBar-OaBarat,Mn,«l;on 
tha  Baltlmoia  and  Ohio  Boad,  071.     Bm  lldM,  Tola. 


Tnu,  Jama  V.,  BapnientitlTa  ttom  Kt 
BTB. 

Wims,  Joan  0.,  on  oadata  at  Wat  Point,  3 : 

Weat  Point,  10;  on  tha  aanult  on  tha  Pnili1«Dt'i  Seo- 
ntaiy,  \n ;  on  tba  dnwbwilL  on  nOnwl 
the  oecnpatlon  of  the  Oregon  BItbt,  MO ; 
In  TannMBaa,  B9S.    Si*  India,  toL  B. 

irMtant.drmorv.-In  the  Honae,B  noolntlan  rtlatlra  to, 
ett;  TarlDDiapiendmantapiiiiioardnlBtlTeto  tha  Held 
of  inqnfrr,  SW ;  tba  attempt  bai  bean  made  for  tha  laat 
fUtean  jrean  to  procnra  tha  aatahllahinBilt  of  i 
the  Wert,  S8(L 

QnuaUoa  of  butraaHona  ta  tha  CommlMe*  of  Inqnlr;, 
EBB;  Impropriety  of  Empialiisi«trlctlonB,tlSfI;  thehr- 
ther  axamlnatlon  of  altaa  can  onlf  land  ta  pTDcnad^ 
uUan,D8B;  the  dalmi  of  th*  eonnti? Treat  of  the  Mlf- 
ataalppi,  BSB ;  tha  Inqnby  ihoald  bo  tn* 


Wett  Polia  Aeadimfr-'in  tb*  House,  ■  raMdnOon  idatlTa 
to,  eOBaldaRd,  Mt ;  tha  raaoIntloB,  641;  nporti  of  tha 
War  DapartmeBt  contain  nearir  all  that  U  aonght  for. 


g  tha  n 


IB  the 


«;ltin 


of  tha  IniUtatlaB  ta  beatowed  n[>OB  thooe  leaat  In  need 
«  It,  BU;  amondmanla  offered,  BM;  rcjeeted,  tO; 
mulntlon  rofbrnd  to  the  OammltUo  on  MUitaiy  Af- 
tUn,*UL 

Ib  tha  Eonaa,  naalnllou  lalatlra  to,  olIMed,  <• ;  tho 
[uUtatlaa  ta  kvl  np  tor  the  adnaatlon  of  tha  Boni  of  tha 
nobla,  Ba> ;  not  proper  thoa  to  eipand  the  monej  of  tha 
OorammeBt,  BM ;  thli  aaadamjr  doM  Bot  tnit  tha  peo- 
ple of  oar  oonnCiJ,  B8B ;  Anther  Tonarki,  BHL  Sf  lit- 
dm.  ToLJ. 
Wtl  FaHU  fbdolL— In  the  Hooia,  a  iwilntlan  ailing  for 
a  Ital  oC  ooBildered,  T ;  iBfoiouaoa  alrtodf  befon  tho 
Hoaae,?;  tba  Beeretar;  at  War  irlU  faralih  It  ob  qipll- 
eaUon,  B;  doea  BiaeutlTe  patrnaaga  grow  oat  of  the 

Sti  Imdtc,  ToL  a. 
VaM  iM^  FlktoTA- In  the  Hdnao,  a  motion  ta  appm- 
prlata  IVMM  to  dcfra;  tha  eipeoH  of  Ibe  Board  of 
Ttaltoii,Srthta  Board  nBaleaa,6;  tba  allovuea  nude 
to  the  Tliltan,  B ;  report  of  the  tata  Board,  > ;  reporta 
prtpared  for  the  rUltora  beforehand,  and  all  tbef  haTO 
to  do  [a  to  ilga,  9 ;  folia  In  point  of  foot,  > ;  cwue  of  tha 
change,  V ;  hlator;  of  the  InitltDtlon,  > ;  adTantagei  at 
thta  Ttaltatlon,  I ;  wrong  to  leave  u]'  great  pobUe  geml- 
BarrwithontiuparrlilanorcDntrDl,!;  pn^raaaofthain- 
HllatlOB,  10;  DeeeiBltjF  of  Ttaltatlon,  10;  maiuier  in  whlob 
reporta  vera  prepaiad,  IB;  the  Bomlnarj  baa  not  grown 
up  hf  niere  mlUtarj  legtatatlon,  ID ;  tbe  pride,  pomp,  and 

aUe,  10;  poor  and  tnerttailona  Mndenti  eicloded,  10; 
Inataaeca  to  tha  eontrarr  atalod,  10;  motion  to  tnaart 
M,0(W  kxt,  10;  •1,000  oarrjed  In  eonunltUa,  IL 

AramdmeDt  explained,  11;  no  reaaon  wbj  the  trsTel- 
llng  oipenaea  of  thcoa  Ttalton  ihonld  not  be  paid,  11 ; 
thali  datlei,  U ;  authocltj  fbr  appointing  tba  Board,  II ; 
tmportanee  of  thta  Board,  11 ;  Ite  orgwilutjoa  neoenvj, 
11;  prooaodlngi  of  thta  Board,  11,  IB ;  amendment  loat, 
U;  moTodlo  Ittlk*  ant  tbe  wb<de  Item,  IB;  an  abnio 


St*  India,  raL  ». 


tifoUiM  <t/:—Set  Indm,  ToL  8. 
Wbtttu,  Tsoaaa,  3m^  on  naTal  approprlatlou,  t.    Set  In- 

Whitb,  OmawLL  P,  SapreeanlatlTa  from  JTew  York,  Old, 

Wnrrs,  EovAnD  D.,  SepreoentitlTe  from  Loutalina,  DTT ; 
on  enldTatlOD  of  tha  ingai  oane,  tU, 

Warr^  Boas  I^,  Senator  from  Tenoewes,  KM;  on  Indian 
agendea,  W.    St*  India,  Tola.  8,  0. 

Whiti,  Joidb  IL,  on  Tlaitori  at  Wett  Point,  It ;  on  <ml- 
gratloB  of  todlatis,  IB,  41;  on  land  clalnii  In  Florida, 
IBS;  Delegate  from  Florida,  ETT.    5M /fklai^ Tota.  B, «. 

WlMei,atlr  iHtnalon  on  Indian  aumaibn*.— 6*1  !»■ 
ita,  ToL  B. 

W]iUni>t-iPalaatHgM.—8aIiidat,  toL  4. 

WniTTianT,  Euasa,  on  the  CbeaqieBke  and  Ohio  dual, 
Kl;  RepreaeutallTe  from  Ohio,  BTI;  on  printing  tha 
TraamrrBaportiBaO;  ontbepaf  ofmeiiibera,ML  Bf 
Indta,  TOta.  I,  S. 

Wioxum,  CaaiUB  A.,  on  Ttalton  at  W«t  Point,  8 ;  on 
the  deeeaae  of  Oeseral  Brown,  T8;  on  tba  tariff  tiUl,  M- 
01 ;  on  tha  Chegapeoke  and  Ohln  C^oal,  154;  on  ranenoli. 
menC,  ISB,  SBB,  IBS  1  on  the  aitendOB  of  time  for  draw- 
lMck,tOS;ontha>mandiinBt  of  thanla^BlS;  on  »■ 
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prtBtlDg  pobUg  doountnti,  W ;  BeprsHBUUn  ftom 

Kaatocky,  Bit;  on  eompaiuatloa  otDemtnn,  S8S.  C8(; 

en  irdest  iplrlta  Id  \bt  Wtvy,  ffll ;  on  Ihs  JadleUrj, 

ST&    Si4  India,  Toll.  T,  B, «. 
Wtdaai  and  Orphan*,  ptntlon  te.—8*»  Indtm,  toI.  ■• 
Tn-Di,  SicBUD,  OD  lb*  dectonl  TDtu.  lU  \  <m  ths  dnir- 

b*ck  an  nllDC^  sugftr,  STS ;  on  6«orgii  diUmA,  SSO . 


OD  diiMbnt 
lD(IJiDi,eoe;< 

thorlH  the  cu 


t,  8»;  I 
of  Iho 


\%.  Stt; 


nbUcl 


if.— la  Ihi 
if»IiQnd,n 


HODH.  1' 
u[dBnd,l£ 


lug,  IM :  pnoUal  offtet  of  Ue  bill  li  to  idd  lli]rtyDlii<> 
•nun  to  th*  Bombar  of  sUtu  In  tha  cauntfr,  IH;  will 
th«t«  Afric»M  b«  il«Tes  67  Iww,  mppoilng  th>  prwonC 
bill  ahoold  not  p»fl ;  ind  li  Ibara  uj  Immcdiits  nteu- 
■It;  hi  Um  dMUnD  r  IM ;  b!U  pMBed,  ISS. 

UTiixMT,  CiLTDf,  B«n»tor  from  Conteellont,  4M.  Si*  /«- 
d«,  Toll  B, ». 

iriuum,  Lawit,  on  tha  Ohio  Cuul,  ItS ;  SopiumtitlTa 
from  North  CarollnK,  &7A;  on  Earolntiouiypeiudoiu, 
«8«.    St*  Jndna,  Tola.  E,  0,  T,  H,  •. 

'Wnwi',  Ersnini  E^  EepcoHntkllTO  from  l[u7lud,  Bit. 
Bit  Iv40C,  1a\.  1. 

Waa,  Aumn  K,  on  tha  twittorr  of  Huron,  SB&  &a  A- 
(Ik^  toL  8. 

TnraATB,  Joiirs  F.,  BapruaotitlTe  bom  Hilna,  Bit. 

yn4^^*a*t^^paymtnSqf.in  Impiadtmtnt  Oa***.—3n  Ind^ 

ToL  a. 

Wood,  BlLU,  OD  tha  oaaa  of  Maada,  Tl ;  on  Indian  qiproprl- 
aliou,  Ua  i  on  tha  dnirbaA  ea  nlload  ntfar,  WT 1  on 
tb>  ooenpatloD  of  tha  OrrKoa  BItst.  Sit ;  on  tha  Cnm- 
beiliuid  road,  SSl.    Bt*  !*d*a,  Tok  8, 

VooDsmiT,  Lnrr,  on  tha  eommarea  of  tha  Waat,  Mt;  on 
tha  dnwbiek  on  ingir,  ill,  214;  BanitDr 


Hunpalili*.  4Mi  on  Foofi  taaolntton  on  tha  ptUa 

Iand>,4TI.    £M  A>faa^  toU.  8, 9. 
Tooococi,  SiTiD,  on  Qm  tiLiiir  bin,  M;  on  tha  cMa  <f 

Wlldt.lU    &• /ndsc.  ToL  >. 
WooDi,  Jobs,  od  amlgnUan  oT  IndUu.  lS-3> :  on  tha  Uiiff 

blll,n:  onlaadcUlnuIn  TaDiiBBea,S10-8H,    St  H- 

dae.  Toll.  %  V. 
Waionr,  JOHJt  C,  od  tha  dnly  on  wool  md  wo^anj,  81 ; « 

Iht  Uriir  bill,  tl ;  on  ths  adjosrununt,  IM ;  on  tha  dm 

ofWIUIun  1iIorgan,IT(l:  on  theOhIaCauls,lW.    Bu 

Ittdeoi,  roU.  8, 9. 
WnieBT,8iui.onthalataOaEenlBroni,8Q;  OBlbatnlff 

bill,  VL    Set  Indta,  Tol  ». 
WnDBUi,  Ba  Villuk,  JSntrael^fyaiia  a*  Sp**cJk  tf  Mi 


TinoiT,  Jon,  Bapreaantatira  from  Eaatnckf.  BTl  fiw 
Aulaa^  ToL  9. 

Tiaof  ftmAm*.— *a  ladta,  lola.  H  S,  S. 

yaiu  (HiK  Jfa^.— SsData,  od  tha  clalra  c^  Ualaon  Eonf*. 
1st;  onthaLDiiisi1IlaindFoilludC^ul,I38;  Ob  O* 
Cheaapcaka  and  Ohio  Canal  anbacvlptlaD,  MT ;  on  prist- 
lEg  Inttnictloni  to  Puuuna  Ulnl^an,  1S6;  on  n«n- 
penia  to  tha  hein  of  Sobart  Fnlton,  490 ;  on  tha  Idsla- 
Tllla  and  Portland  Canal,  4>0;  on  thenmonlif  th<  In- 
dlaci,  MS ;  on  tha  Totoad  bllli  of  WuUnston  rad.  ni 
Bonta,  on  Ih«  tarUr  bill,  H^  M.  118 ;  on  the  Cttn- 
paaha  and  Ohio  Canal,  IGi ;  on  Bnolotlaurj  oUcin, 
in ;  on  tha  blU  ■ballahlnc  the  offlea  of  U^or-OtMnl, 
ITS;  onlhaI>«lawaTabreahwatarblU,139;  oalhatAio 
OanalUDd  grant,  1S9;  on  tha  oecnpatlBi  of  tht  Colam- 
Ui  BItbt,  814 ;  on  tha  Bonlhani  aiplottnc  aipalUlo^ 
BIS;  onthaCnmba[landBoBdlUl,MT;  an  ptlBtlBs  tha 
PaIuniadcicnoienla,4n;  on  rallef  to  tha  wldon,  Jtc. of 
oflIear«of  KorDot,  8M;  on  EaTolaElonaj^  ptntlou,  KC 

Toinre,  EnEmnt,  B«pTaaaatat!>o  Itom  ConneoclaBl,  J't. 
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Aiti,  XmnnflutnrM,  ud  AnU- 


tl'i  Bid  Ad-HUna  SomuI  BMa,  I  U 
Ub  of  Haar;  HhIhd,  .  .  .  .  U 
Lib  «r  CapL  Joha  Smll^         ,        ,        ,        it 


w  If  ouHB  Lib.  I  nirib». 


TW  IttU*^  Cftlnjllto,  fK  ni.    . 


Kl^  H.w'^IJ*  l£S£uJ, 


fluiiirt  IiMM  TtMJi'     . 


.SEHSn 


•r  U>  ULUto  A(H.  Bt  Eani^    ' 


LITERATURE, 

Broadway,  Hew  York. 

li  <^>plkation  to  the  PttblitJitn. 


"^■•' 


niutntad  Worki  Ibr  Fnwnte 

'^""      ""^  "  rlalhj'flli,    1  K 


T^  Unl  it  ttmlM'-   Br  J.  M. 

Tk*  ifwia  ^  iaflasdrir  A^a  1 

UiJ.  Will  ttTonnHL  AHni  Mr. 
n*  OoiinuDU  rf  M-Wify.  Wltk  It  0- 

T^  lUHblidB  Cooni  «.  Amri« 
riilr  b  1^  Dan  of  WuUiiln 
roriialu.  AdUou  Bsr. 

Tki  Vansa  a>U«7.  n  Ew^4>°'i 

imi>  EijliiT.'  SiiirMiii  W  Spin 


iSt 


lb'  Sdml-Dm  Br  I- '-  M> 


DiBiiirt ofiAti£t09t.  Br vk hb^  '     ■ 

TanMi^  Dufbiii  Cn«>i  BrHn-'cauI 


l_iM  _d  Ckio_a.   BtClwIiiBiitdaH, 
lolda^ir'l  ViUHi.    Bt  H.  Zv'"^>'- 
[inr  T»  LUl.  Br  IAmi<u  > 
■MI  Wgrk,  AhIvI  Hd  Hi* 
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tS.'aSa.'-"-."'.   : 

MilK-MMirUlUfcrflfaiirP^ 


g^|i  tcTlpUn  FnilikH.    CWtols 


Eiw'ari«lir"lnL>n.mi 


■jn'iPMaidWjrU    iTokdMI^ 


WAnVB^nna  «  Pn 


TancM  ud  TtstbU 

BiBl  tbilnnUi  Tilt, 

■        OonsUH  U.  (t.  Oiddi  BiDl- 


Wo^atnatloB, 


a  voOBUii  'RHAWVl.  Jlhalrtb 
or;  (A.  H\  Uibl  mi  a^iim,  . 
rpnrf  A.  £.>    TSft  CfiHpJnrivf,    , 


00  BvUvOlBCtoi,  , 


.'.»'.w  3 


hmUiu.  ATiJiVaMiiiJtyT  n 
itotw.' fc  PmI.  ■ST!*!  mT^  '^  n 
Til   Irs  Ckuo.      tj  Hut  Ch>«H 

JDLu  utuuob's  wont. 


«  Dm  [tWJ.  a  UpM,  .^V"    ,        W 

Iml  UHj'a  TilH.   IU».      .*    .  11 

IiTm^  i^  lk>  Lntf .  I  ^   !       ^   1  ■• 
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It.  APPLSTOS  Jb  OOMFAinrS  PUBZTOATtOJfS. 


A  DICTIONARY  OF  ARTS,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  MINES, 

COttTAISmOt  A  CLEAS  EXPOSniOIT  OP  THEIK  PSINCIFLES  AND  PRAOnOB. 

By  AMDREW  XJKS,   M.  D.,   P.  : 
I 

OLVBTSATB)    WTTa  XIASLT  SIITSKJf   HtmOSXD    MSQSAYISBB   OS    WOOB. 
ax    IB6II  IHI    Lut    COIUCTED    i 

Id  a  TolniiW^  pp^  11S9  and  998.    Prie«,  (5. 


A  MANUAL  OF  ELEMENTARY  GEOLOGY:  OR,  THE  AN- 

'  GIENT  CHAirGES  OF  THE  EAKTH  AND  ns  HTHABTTAinS, 

Aa  lumxAtKD  n  QaoLoaioAi  MomnnMn. 

By  SIR  CHARLES  LTELI*  U.  A,   F.  B.  a 

Aattor  of  "Prinoipltsof  Qeologj,".  "TntiUs  in  North   America,"  "A  Seoosd  Tuit  to  tka 

Diiit«d  St&to^"  Ad. 

BzrsunBD  non  thi  Foobth  ind  Ektiult  Retirid  Editioii. 

tLL^lSTRATED   WITH  TITS  HUSDSMB  WOOI^-OUTS. 
1  Tolamt,  Svo.  pjk  U^  well  printed.    Ptic^  only  (1  ?& 


ni. 

PRINCIPLES  OF  GEOLOGY;  OR,  THE  MODERN  CHANGES 

OF  TEE  EARTH  AND  ITS  INHABITANTS, 


By  SIB  CHAKLEa  LYEU*  M.  A,  F.  B.  S,  4e. 

BMW   ASD    IJfTISMlT  SBTIBMB    XSITIOS. 
iLLtnUTKD   WTTD    VUlt,    PuTH^    JUTO   WoOD^^TIl. 

1  Toloma  8to.  pp,  BM,  well  printed.    Prieo^  only  |3  3& 


IV. 

METALLURGY, 

nCBBAOHTO'  THE   ELEMKHTS  OF   MUflNO  OPERATIONS,  AND  ANALTBIS  OF  C 


I  Ou. 
Vith  anoeroiu  engnmngi  of  IlMhinery,  FuntiM^  and  AppuatH 

B;  FREDKOIOE   07ERMAN, 
1  TO-nnu^  Sto,  of  orer  600  pagw.    FriM^  91. 
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D.  APPLSTOyS  COMPAirra  PUBUOATTONB. 

I.  

FIELD-BOOK   FOR   RAILROAD   ENGINEEBS, 


Hope  Btskes,  El«TAting  Outer  Rbu  on  Currei,  Cnrriiig  R*ila,  Ac,  iko. ;  together  with  many  H 
luieoiu  Problem^  inA  ■  New  SrsCein  of  Esrtta-Work.  Aleo,  Tables  cf  Bnoii,  Ordiastea,  Choid,  amd 
Tu]g«tit  Deflectiona,  Ordinktei  for  Cnrriiig  IUiIi%  Long  Chords,  Elevation  of  Oater  Rail,  Frog  Angla^ 
Properbiea  of  Uateriala,  Uagnetio  Varia^na,  Square^  Cub«a,.  Square  Rood,  and  Cum  Koot^ 
Loeaiithma  of  Number,  Logarithmia  Binea,  ciuinea,  Tangeota,  and  CotAngenta,  Hatnral  Sinei,  UM 
CmoM,  Hattml  Tangents  and  Cutangenti,  Bile  per  mile  of  Gradea,  Ao. 

Bt  JOHN  B.  hence;  Cmt  Ehqineeb. 
One  T»lam«  vitb  fifty-eight  Diagnmu,  pocket-book  lorD!^  ) 


TEaiPLETOIre   ENGIKEEB,    MILLWEIGHT,  AND   MECHA- 
NICrS  POCKET  COMPANION, 

Oompiiung  Decimal  Arithmetie,  Tablet  of  Sqoare  and  Cnbe  Koota,  Praolioa-  Gaometiy,  HaitRiTa> 
tion,  Btrangth  of  Materia^  Heobanio  Power*,  Water  Wheeli,  Pompa,  «nd  FumpiDg  Enguei,  &!••■ 
Boginei,  Tablea  of  Specifis  Qravity ,  ^  Ae.    Alio  a  aerie*  of 

MATHXMATJOAL  TABLSS. 

One  neat  Tolnin^  pocket-book  form,  (1  2IL 


GENERAL  THEORY  OF  BRIDGE  CONSTRUCTION, 


DEUOHSTEATIONS  OF  THE  PBINCIFIJE3  OF  THB  ART,  AND  THEIR  AFHJOATIOS  TO 

PRACTICE, 


Br   HERUAN   HAUFT,    A.U.,  Civil   BaaiMBIK. 
One  Tolnme  Sto^   pp.   2SB,   engraTinga,  tS. 

IV. 

A  CATECHISM  OF  THE  STEAM  ENGINE, 

of  the  SdentiSc  Principles  npon  wbich  ita  operation  depends,  and  the  onutie*! 
La  stnctore,  in  its  application  to  Mine*,  Mills,  Steam  IfaTigaUon  and  ^ilwayq 

WITR  YARIOOa 8JTaaX3TI0S3  OT mFSOYSiaST. 

Bt  JOHN  BOURNE  a  R 
(Jne  neat  toL  ISmo.,  pp.  888.    Fric^  IS  c«iifaL 


TREATISE  ON  MARINE  AND  NAVAL  ARCHITECTURE; 

0^  THEORY  AND  PRACTICE  BLEIIIDED  IN  SHIP  BDtLDINa. 
Bt  JOHN  W.  QRlFnTHH 

ItaaiVB  AHD  HATAL  ABOBITIOt. 

Vtarth  edilioii,  one  Tolnine  Vv^,  vitb  over  lift;  engniTuigi^  (10 


dbyGoogle 


Du,iiz=db,Google 


db,Google 


db,Google 


db,Google 


I 
DiLcdbyGOOglC 


db,Google 


